
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani received a tele-
phone call yesterday from US Presi-

dent Donald Trump.
They reviewed the latest regional devel-

opments, in particular eff orts to de-escalate 

between the United States and Iran and to 
bring the two sides closer together, enhanc-
ing the chances of a sustainable diplomatic 
settlement to the crisis.

The exchange comes at a point when Qa-
tar, alongside Oman and Pakistan, has been 
working to keep a channel open between 
Washington and Tehran, with Qatar’s con-
tacts running at various leadership levels.

The US president praised the role played 
by Qatar under the leadership of His High-
ness the Amir in supporting diplomatic ef-
forts and facilitating dialogue between the 
parties, contributing to security and stabil-
ity in the region.

His Highness the Amir stressed the im-
portance of continuing dialogue and adopt-

ing diplomatic means to address conten-
tious issues. He underlined the need for all 
parties to abide by what was agreed within 
the framework of the memorandum of un-
derstanding between the United States and 
Iran, and to support international initiatives 
aimed at containing tensions, contributing 
to the consolidation of peace and security at 
regional and international levels.

That understanding includes freedom of 
navigation in the Strait of Hormuz, a com-
mitment Qatar has returned to repeatedly, 
arguing that the waterway must not be used 
as a lever of political pressure or for unilateral 
advantage, and that any future arrangements 
governing it should be settled by consensus 
among the countries of the region.

The two sides also discussed a number of 
issues of common interest and stressed the 
importance of continuing co-ordination and 
consultation on regional and international 
developments, in the service of the interests 
of the two friendly countries. (QNA)
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Consumer goods lead 
local job creation as 
FDI sectors post multi-
million-dollar gains

Amir, Trump review US-Iran de-escalation
 Amir calls upon all sides 
to honour accord
US president hails Qatar’s 
role in easing tensions

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani received 
EU ambassador to Qatar Cristian Tudor at his office at Lusail Palace 
yesterday at the end of his tenure. His Highness the Amir wished 
the ambassador success in his future duties and further progress in 
relations between Qatar and the European Union. The ambassador 
thanked His Highness the Amir and officials in the country for the 
co-operation extended to him, which contributed to the success of 
his work in Qatar. (QNA)

Amir bids farewell to 
European Union envoyAmir honours 4 outgoing ambassadors;

receives credentials of 5 new envoys

His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani met at his offi  ce 

in Lusail Palace yesterday morning 
with four ambassadors, who have 
come to the end of their respective 
tenures, and fi ve new ambassadors 
who presented their credentials. 

The ambassadors of Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Sweden and Colombia 
called on His Highness to greet 
him at the end of their tenure.

His Highness the Amir awarded 

the ambassadors the Al Wajbah 
Decoration in recognition of their 
contributions to strengthening 
ties between Qatar and their coun-
tries, and wished them success in 
their future duties and continued 
progress and prosperity in bilateral 
relations.

The ambassadors expressed 
their deep gratitude and appre-
ciation to His Highness the Amir 
and to offi  cials in Qatar for the co-
operation extended to them, which 

contributed to the success of their 
missions in the country. 

His Highness the Amir also re-
ceived the credentials of fi ve new 
ambassadors to Qatar at his offi  ce 
at Lusail Palace yesterday. 

The envoys were Maldives’ Adam 
Shareef Umar, Republic of Korea’s 
Hong Ji-pyo, Albania’s Jeta Kreka, 
Kazakhstan’s Bakhyt Batyrshayev 
and Malta’s Maria Camilleri Calleja

His Highness the Amir wel-
comed the new ambassadors and 

wished them success in their du-
ties, along with further progress in 
bilateral relations between Qatar 
and their countries.

The ambassadors conveyed to 
His Highness the Amir the greet-
ings of their countries’ leaders 
and their wishes for continued 
progress and prosperity for the 
people of Qatar.

They were accorded an offi  cial 
reception ceremony on arrival at 
Lusail Palace. (QNA) Page 2

PM, Lavrov push 
for diplomacy
HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin 
Jassim al-Thani held a telephone 
call with Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov yesterday.
They discussed co-operation 
between the two countries and 
ways to advance it. They also 
reviewed the latest regional 
developments, particularly 
diplomatic eff orts and joint co-
ordination to de-escalate and 
strengthen the region’s security 
and stability.
The prime minister stressed 
the importance of all parties 
committing to dialogue and 
diplomacy, and implementing what 
was agreed in the memorandum 
of understanding between the 
United States and Iran, including 
freedom of navigation in the Strait 
of Hormuz, to maintain the region’s 
security, protect the gains made 
and enhance stability.
He renewed Qatar’s full support for 
all eff orts to defuse tensions and 
reach a comprehensive agreement 
establishing permanent peace in 
the region. (QNA)

Qatar working to bridge US-Iran divide
 Doha prioritises 
de-escalation, 
diplomatic path

By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

Qatar, Oman and Pakistan 
have been making constant 
eff orts to facilitate engage-

ment between Iran and the United 
States and to bridge their view-
points, Adviser to the Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Ministry spokes-
man HE Majed bin Mohammed 
al-Ansari said yesterday.

Co-ordination is ongoing be-
tween the GCC states and regional 
partners to support endeavours 
aimed at reaching a lasting solu-
tion to the crisis, he noted.

Speaking at the ministry’s 
weekly press briefi ng, al-Ansari 
said the current priority is to con-
tain the escalation and reopen 

the way for diplomatic eff orts. He 
stressed the importance of return-
ing to the negotiating table as the 
optimal off -ramp to address the 
ongoing disputes.

Regional and international de-
escalation eff orts and the push for 
a diplomatic solution are still un-
der way, he said, with countries of 
the region working collaboratively 
to avoid any new escalation and 
uphold the return to the dialogue 
path.

Mediators are consistently 
working to create the appropri-
ate conditions for the resumption 
of direct dialogue, al-Ansari said, 
adding that he hoped these eff orts 
would yield positive outcomes in 
the near future.

Drawing on its experience in in-
ternational mediation, Qatar does 
not set specifi c timelines to reach 
deals, he said, noting that the suc-
cess of any agreement hinges on 
the readiness of all relevant par-
ties.

Qatari communications are on-

going at various leadership levels 
with the parties concerned in pur-
suit of a breakthrough in the nego-
tiations, al-Ansari said, while em-
phasising that no fi nal agreement 
has been reached so far.

On navigation security in the 
Strait of Hormuz, he said Qatar’s 
stance is fi rm in calling for free-

dom of navigation in accordance 
with international law, and in 
preventing the strait from being 
used either as a vehicle for politi-
cal pressure or to achieve unilateral 
interests.

The minimum demand at the 
current stage is a return to the 
previous status of the strait, in 
line with international law and in 
co-ordination with all littoral and 
concerned nations, al-Ansari said.

Any future arrangements on the 
management of the strait or the 
regulation of navigation through it 
must be reached through consen-
sus among all aff ected countries in 
the region, he stressed, describing 
the uninterrupted fl ow of trade 
and freedom of passage as a shared 
priority for the international com-
munity.

On Gaza, al-Ansari said the state-
ment issued by the mediators on 
continuing Israeli violations is in-
tended to hold Israel responsible for 
implementing the ceasefi re deal in 
the strip.To Page 5

Adviser to PM and Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson HE Majed 
al-Ansari addressing the MoFA 
briefing yesterday.

US hopeful Strait
of Hormuz deal 
will come through
The United States was hopeful 
that a deal to reopen the Strait 
of Hormuz would be done 
“today or tomorrow”, a top 
off icial said yesterday, sending 
oil prices tumbling on optimism 
for increased shipments in the 
vital waterway.
US Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent told broadcaster 
CNBC “there is a chance 
we may have a deal” in the 
coming hours, echoing 
remarks from President 
Donald Trump the day before.
Speaking from the White House 
on Monday, Trump kept up his 
now familiar combination of 
optimism for diplomacy and 
bellicose threats, warning that 
this was Iran’s “last chance 
before decapitation”.
Underlining the fragility of the 
situation, one crew member 
was listed missing yesterday 
on a merchant ship hit by a 
projectile in Hormuz, with fire 
erupting in the accommodation 
area. To Page 5

US President Donald Trump His Highness the Amir
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Amir receives credentials of new ambassadors
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani received the credentials of five new ambassadors to the State at his off ice at Lusail 
Palace yesterday. HH the Amir received the credentials of ambassadors Adam Shareef Umar (of the Maldives), Hong Ji-pyo (Republic of Korea), 
Jeta Kreka (Albania), Bakhyt Batyrshayev (Kazakhstan), Maria Camilleri Calleja (Malta). HH the Amir welcomed the new ambassadors, wishing 
them success in the performance of their duties and further progress and prosperity in the bilateral relations between Qatar and their respective 
countries.
The envoys conveyed to HH the Amir the greetings of their countries’ leaders, along with their wishes for continued progress and prosperity for 
the people of Qatar. The envoys were accorded an off icial reception ceremony upon their arrival at Lusail Palace. – QNA

Amir honours envoys on 
the end of their tenure
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani met, in 
his off ice at Lusail Palace yesterday morning, with ambassadors 
Faisal Ali Ibrahim (of Ethiopia), Mohammed Nurudeen Ismail 
(Ghana), Gautam S Bhattacharyya (Sweden), and Odette Yidi David 
(Colombia), who called on the Amir to greet him on the occasion of 
the end of their tenure.
HH the Amir awarded the ambassadors the Al Wajbah Decoration, 
in recognition of their role in contributing to strengthening co-
operation between Qatar and their countries, and wished them 
success in the tasks that will be entrusted to them in the future, and 
for the relations between Qatar and their countries to have further 
progress and prosperity.
The outgoing envoys expressed their gratitude and appreciation to 
HH the Amir and to the off icials in the country for the co-operation 
they received. – QNA

Amir condoles with Saudi king
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani sent a cable 
of condolences to the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz al-Saud of Saudi Arabia, on the passing of the mother of 
Prince Hamoud bin Saud bin Abdulaziz al-Saud.
HH the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani and HE the 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani sent similar cables of condolences to 
King Salman. – QNA

Qatar condemns targeting 
of police station in Pakistan
Qatar voiced its condemnation and denunciation of the bombing that 
targeted a police station in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, 
which led to deaths and injuries.
In a statement yesterday, the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs reiterated 
Qatar’s firm stance against violence, terrorism, and criminal acts, 
regardless of the motives or reasons.
The ministry extended Qatar’s condolences to the families of the 
victims, and to the government and people of Pakistan. – QNA

Awqaf Ministry takes part 
in GCC committee meetings
The Ministry of Endowments (Awqaf) and Islamic Aff airs has 
participated in two Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC)-level committee 
meetings held via video conferencing.
These were the 43rd meeting of the Standing Committee of Experts 
in Islamic Aff airs and Endowments in GCC countries, and, the 14th 
meeting of the committee tasked with studying the presentation of the 
true image of Islam and confronting campaigns of hatred, intolerance, 
extremism, and sectarianism.
The director of the Department of Islamic Aff airs, Mohammed Jabr 
al-Mannai, led the ministry delegation at both meetings, with the 
participation of the head of the ministry’s Islamic relations unit, Majid 
al-Mansouri. – QNA

In an eff ort to ensure inclusivity in all areas 
and that the opinions and aspirations of all 
individuals with disabilities are fully rep-

resented, Mada – the Qatar Assistive Technol-
ogy Centre, with its vision of “Universal Ac-
cess”, has formed an advisory team of people 
with disabilities.

Believing that persons with disabilities are 
key partners in decision-making, the team 
represents people with various types of dis-
abilities to serve as a platform for dialogue and 
active participation in discussing initiatives, 
strategies and policies related to people with 
disabilities.

The team aims to support inclusive policies 
and meaningful participation in decision-
making.

The Mada Centre said that the best solu-
tions come from those who live the experience 
fi rsthand, and that this is a great step toward 
an “eff ective partnership and sustainable im-
pact”.

“In this context, the formation of Qatar’s 
Advisory Team of Persons with Disabilities 
reinforces their role as active partners in dia-
logue and contributors to the development of 
initiatives and policies that impact their lives,” 
the Mada Centre said in a statement.

The team includes individuals with hearing, 
visual, and physical disabilities, people living 
with multiple sclerosis, as well as parents of 
individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
and Down syndrome.

The team enhances direct dialogue and en-
sures that policies match real-world needs by 
involving individuals with lived experiences.

It also positions participants as active part-
ners in creating sustainable and accessible 
community initiatives.

The team aims to foster dialogue and mean-

ingful participation in initiatives and policies 
related to persons with disabilities, supporting 
a more inclusive and accessible society.

“When persons with disabilities have a seat 
at the table, decisions become more inclusive, 
and visions are better aligned with reality, 
helping to shape a future built through every-
one’s participation,” a Mada offi  cial stated.

The Mada Centre works through strategic 
and smart partnerships, delivering impactful 
projects and a suite of specialised services for 
institutions.

These include supporting the development 
and accreditation of digital platforms and so-
lutions according to international accessibil-
ity standards, ensuring physical accessibil-
ity across facilities and services, and building 
the capacities of specialists through tailored 
training programmes.

The centre also provides consultancy serv-
ices and raises awareness on accessibility poli-
cies to enable diff erent sectors to improve their 
services for persons with disabilities and the 
elderly, thereby fostering sustainable institu-
tional practices that elevate quality of life and 
promote inclusion.

Mada sets up advisory panel 
of persons with disabilities
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

The Katara Cultural Village concluded its 
Heritage and Folk Crafts Workshops for 
Summer 2026 yesterday, marking the com-

pletion of a month-long programme at Al Sadu 
Exhibition (Building 46).

The programme celebrated Qatar’s traditional 
craftsmanship while inspiring a new generation to 
embrace the nation’s cultural heritage.

Launched on July 9, the workshops attracted 
strong participation from children and young 
people, whose enthusiastic engagement through-
out the morning sessions refl ected a growing in-
terest in preserving traditional arts and crafts.

Combining practical training with cultural ed-
ucation, the programme off ered participants an 
immersive experience that connected them with 
Qatar’s rich heritage while encouraging them to 
reinterpret it through contemporary artistic ex-
pression.

Organisers highlighted the importance of such 
initiatives in safeguarding national identity and 
ensuring that traditional knowledge is passed 
from one generation to the next.

Through interactive, hands-on activities, par-
ticipants gained a deeper appreciation of Qatar’s 
diverse artisanal traditions, acquiring new crea-
tive skills while strengthening their connection to 
the country’s cultural legacy.

Among the programme’s highlights was the 
Traditional Weaving Workshop, where partici-
pants explored the raw materials, techniques and 
craftsmanship involved in producing traditional 
woven textiles.

Guided by experienced instructors, they 
learned the fundamentals of weaving and the cul-
tural signifi cance of this enduring craft.

The popular Sand Art Workshop also drew con-
siderable interest, enabling participants to trans-
form coloured sand into vibrant artworks inspired 
by Katara’s distinctive architecture, including its 
iconic pigeon towers.

The activity fostered creativity while enhanc-
ing visual awareness, artistic expression and fi ne 
motor skills.

The 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic and Sports Museum 
(QOSM) is welcoming children and fami-
lies this month with a vibrant programme of 

summer activities designed to combine sport, crea-
tivity, technology and reading in an engaging edu-
cational setting.

Running throughout the month, the initiative fea-
tures a diverse line-up of interactive workshops and 
hands-on experiences aimed at nurturing creativity, 
developing new skills and encouraging family partici-
pation through learning by play.

The programme begins today with a “Wooden 
Bookmark Design” workshop, where children and 
their families will create personalised bookmarks in-
spired by their favourite athletes using wooden craft 
sticks.

Hosted in the museum’s seventh-fl oor library from 
10am to 11am, the activity encourages artistic expres-
sion while promoting a love of reading.

On August 12, the library will host a “Storytelling 

Challenge” from 10am to noon, inviting participants 
to collaborate on an evolving story inspired by a se-
quence of images displayed on screen.

The free session is designed to stimulate imagina-
tion, creativity and communication skills.

The museum is also continuing its popular 3-2-1 
Fun City Summer Sports programme through August 
29, off ering daily morning and evening sessions fea-

turing interactive sports activities, physical challeng-
es and active learning experiences for children, young 
people and families. Participation is free of charge.

Young visitors can also take part in the “Museum 
Explorer” programme, which continues today, and on 
August 10 and 12.

Using specially designed activity cards, partici-
pants explore the museum’s galleries, investigate ex-
hibits and answer themed questions before earning a 
“Museum Explorer” stamp upon completing the chal-
lenge. No advance registration is required.

The summer programme concludes on August 26-
27 with “Artifi cial Intelligence (AI) in 3-2-1: The Fu-
ture of Play”, a two-day workshop for children aged 
7-14, organised in collaboration with Studio 5, an ini-
tiative of the Ministry of Communications and Infor-
mation Technology.

Through age-specifi c sessions, participants will 
discover the fundamentals of machine learning and 
programming.

Children aged 7-10 will explore Tracking Olym-
pic Performance with AI, while those aged 11-14 will 
take part in Fitness Coach with AI, blending emerging 
technologies with sport and physical activity.

Katara’s heritage workshops inspire a new generation
By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

Al-Sadu workshop

QOSM blends sport, creativity and AI in dynamic summer programme
By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter
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QNB Group 
has partnered 
with the Au-

tism Parents Platform 
to support families of 
children with autism, 
contributing to com-
munity initiatives that 
promote inclusion, 
awareness, and fam-
ily well-being across 
Qatar.

The partnership re-
fl ects QNB’s ongoing 
commitment to corporate social responsibility (CSR) and com-
munity development by supporting organisations that create 
meaningful and lasting social impact. 

Throughout the one-year collaboration, QNB will work along-
side the Autism Parents Platform on a range of community initia-
tives and family-focused activities, including Qatar National Day, 
World Autism Awareness Day, Eid celebrations, and other aware-
ness and engagement programmes.

As part of the partnership, a dedicated space at the Autism Par-
ents Platform headquarters at The Pearl will be named after QNB, 
reinforcing the group’s long-term commitment to supporting the 
platform’s work and the families it serves.

Heba al-Tamimi, senior executive vice-president of QNB 
Group Communications, said: “At QNB, we believe that creating 
long-term value extends beyond banking.”

“Through partnerships such as this, we are proud to support 
organisations that make a meaningful diff erence in people’s lives 
and contribute to stronger, more inclusive communities,” she 
said. “Working alongside the Autism Parents Platform refl ects 
our commitment to supporting families, promoting inclusion, 
and creating opportunities for meaningful community engage-
ment.”

“We are honoured to partner with QNB, whose commitment to 
community development and social inclusion aligns closely with 
our mission,” said Autism Parents Platform founder and chief ex-
ecutive Hamda al-Hitmi. “This sponsorship represents a signifi -
cant milestone in our journey to expand services for individuals 
with autism and their families across Qatar.”

“Through this partnership, we will be able to enhance our pro-
grammes, create more inclusive opportunities, and continue em-
powering families with the support, knowledge, and community 
they deserve,” she said. “We extend our sincere appreciation to 
QNB for its trust in our vision and its commitment to building a 
more inclusive future for all.”

The partnership also provides opportunities for QNB employ-
ees to engage with the platform through joint corporate social 
responsibility initiatives and community activities, supporting 
the group’s broader commitment to contribute to Qatar’s social 
development priorities.

QNB,  Autism Parents Platform 
partner up to promote inclusion

Samsung has celebrated the 
First Sale Ceremony of its 
latest Galaxy Z Fold8 Se-

ries and wearables at Safari Abu 
Hamour, marking another mile-
stone in bringing Samsung’s new-
est innovations closer to custom-
ers in Qatar.

The event was attended by sen-
ior representatives from Samsung 
Gulf Electronics, Dohatna Innova-
tive Distribution, and Safari Group 
of Companies: Safari’s deputy 
chairman and managing director 
Zainul Abideen, general manager 
Surendra Nath and head of sales 
Tittu George, Samsung’s B2C 

(business to consumer) manager 
Nandagopal, and Dohatna’s busi-
ness manager Nilabh Singh and 
sales account manager Moham-
med Haneef.

Guests and Samsung enthusi-
asts also gathered to witness the 
offi  cial commencement of sales.

During the ceremony, offi  cials 
welcomed the fi rst customers and 
personally handed over Samsung’s 
latest Galaxy Z Fold8 Series devic-
es and Galaxy Watch9 and Galaxy 
Watch Ultra2, making the occasion 
a memorable experience for early 
adopters.

Visitors had the opportunity to 

explore Samsung’s newest Gal-
axy ecosystem, including its latest 
foldable smartphones and pre-
mium smartwatches, experienc-
ing advanced Galaxy artifi cial in-
telligence (AI) features, enhanced 
productivity, intelligent health 
tracking, and seamless connectiv-
ity across devices.

Adding excitement to the cel-
ebration, a series of customer en-
gagement activities were conduct-
ed throughout the event.

Guests participated in interac-
tive experiences, product demon-
strations, and fun activities de-
signed to showcase the innovative 

capabilities of Samsung’s latest 
devices while creating an enjoy-
able atmosphere for shoppers and 
families alike.

Representatives from Samsung, 
Dohatna, and Safari Hypermar-
ket expressed their appreciation 

to customers for their continued 
trust and support, reaffi  rming 
their commitment to making Sam-
sung’s latest innovations easily ac-
cessible through strong retail part-
nerships and exceptional in-store 
experiences.

The First Sale Ceremony at 
Safari Abu Hamour highlighted 
Samsung’s dedication to innova-
tion, customer satisfaction, and 
delivering premium technology 
experiences to consumers across 
Qatar.

Samsung celebrates first sale of latest Galaxy Z 
Fold8 Series, wearables at Safari Abu Hamour

Mark & Save has launched a QR1mn 
“Shop & Win” campaign to celebrate 
500 days of operations in Qatar, off er-

ing thousands of prizes over six months as the 
retailer looks to reward customer loyalty while 
preparing for further expansion in the country.

The promotion, which runs from August 1 
to January 26, 2027, off ers prizes to more than 
1,300 customers through monthly raffl  e draws 
across the retailer’s three Qatar outlets.

Customers will receive one raffl  e coupon for 
every QR50 spent, increasing their chances of 
winning throughout the campaign.

The prize pool includes fi ve Jetour X70FL 
vehicles, six iPhone 17 Pro Max smartphones, 
180 gold coins, 90 Impex 55” smart televisions, 
450 Clikon 2-in-1 blenders, and 540 shopping 
vouchers worth QR200 each.

Speaking to Gulf Times, Mark & Save manag-
er (GCC operations) Mohammed Fasil said the 
campaign was designed as a gesture of appre-
ciation to customers who have supported the 
retailer since its launch in Qatar.

“This promotion is part of our 500-day cel-
ebration in Qatar,” he said. “We are giving cus-
tomers the best possible prices, and all the priz-

es selected for the event are family-oriented or 
related to the needs of families.”

Unlike conventional promotional campaigns 
centred solely on discounts, the initiative com-
bines everyday aff ordability with practical re-
wards designed to appeal to households and 
shoppers across diff erent age groups.

Fasil said the retailer has welcomed more 
than 2mn customers representing over 110 na-
tionalities during its fi rst 500 days, describing 
the response as evidence of the brand’s growing 
acceptance in Qatar’s diverse retail market.

“We are directly importing from manufac-
turing units to customers,” he said. “The inter-
mediary cost is removed, and that is the benefi t 
customers receive.”

According to Fasil, products are sourced 
directly from manufacturers in countries in-
cluding India, China, Bangladesh, Turkiye, the 
United Kingdom and Poland, allowing the re-
tailer to maintain competitive prices while of-
fering a broad range of merchandise.

The company also intends to continue ex-
panding its presence in Qatar.

“We are planning to expand with more stores 
in Qatar,” Fasil said, adding that Mark & Save 
aims to operate more than 10 outlets by 2030 as 
part of its long-term growth strategy.

Alongside expansion plan, the retailer is also 
preparing to introduce more environmentally 
responsible shopping practices.

Fasil said the company plans to encourage 
customers to switch from conventional plastic 
shopping bags to reusable jute bags, following 
similar initiatives already introduced in other 
markets.

“We want customers to use more jute bags 
instead of plastic shopping bags,” he said. 
“Plastics create environmental issues, so we 
will move towards jute bags as soon as possible.”

Mark & Save said the “Shop & Win” campaign 
refl ects its continued commitment to rewarding 
loyal customers while providing quality prod-
ucts, competitive prices and an enjoyable shop-
ping experience.

The retailer has invited customers across Qa-
tar to visit any of its stores, collect raffl  e cou-
pons through eligible purchases and participate 
in one of its largest promotional campaigns to 
date.

Mark & Save celebrates 500 
days with ‘Shop & Win’ drive
By Shaima Sheriff 
Staff  Reporter

Mohammed Fasil speaking at the press briefing. PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam

Mark & Save launches a QR1mn ‘Shop & Win’ campaign to mark 500 days of operations in Qatar.

Austrian cafe-patisserie AIDA is 
celebrating more than 110 years of 
history by highlighting that it is 

the world’s fi rst coff ee house chain, trac-
ing its origins to Vienna in 1913.

Founded by confectioner Josef Prousek 
and his wife Rosa, AIDA pioneered a busi-
ness model based on multiple locations 
operating under a single brand while 
maintaining consistent products, recipes 
and quality standards.

Today, the family-owned company is 
led by fourth-generation owner Dominik 
Prousek, who says the business continues 
to balance tradition with innovation while 
preserving its Viennese identity.

“When my great-grandfather Josef 
Prousek opened his fi rst additional loca-
tions in 1913, he essentially created what 
the world today knows as the coff ee shop 
chain,” he said.

“AIDA was the pioneer,” Prousek 
said. “Today, we see it as our task, as the 
world’s fi rst coff ee house chain, to show 
how this concept was originally intended: 
not interchangeable, not arbitrary, and 
not reduced solely to speed or price, but 
defi ned by quality, tradition, culture, and 
craftsmanship.”

Josef Prousek’s journey began in mod-
est circumstances in northern Bohemia, 
in what is now the Czech Republic, before 
he moved to Vienna as a young man to 
train as a confectioner.

After taking over a local patisserie, he 
expanded the business by opening ad-
ditional outlets under the same name, 
off ering identical cakes, coff ee and cus-
tomer experience across the city.

The business quickly expanded, open-
ing fi ve locations in Vienna during its ear-
ly years and growing to 11 branches before 
the outbreak of World War II.

Although much of the company was 
destroyed during the war, Josef Prousek 
and his son Felix rebuilt the business in 
the post-war period.

Coff ee had been part of AIDA’s off er-
ing since the 1920s, when beverages were 
prepared using the traditional Viennese 
pour-over method.

In 1946, Felix Prousek introduced 
Austria’s fi rst espresso machine at the 
company’s Wollzeile branch in Vienna, 
marking a signifi cant milestone in the 
country’s coff ee culture and transforming 
AIDA into a modern cafe-patisserie.

AIDA has also maintained its commit-
ment to in-house production.

Since 1974, the company’s pastries have 
been produced at its manufacturing facil-
ity in Vienna’s Floridsdorf district, where 
creams, cake bases and jams continue to 
be prepared using traditional recipes.

The company sources many of its in-
gredients from Austrian suppliers and 
says its emphasis remains on craftsman-
ship and quality rather than low-cost 
production.

The cafe’s distinctive pink branding has 
become one of its most recognisable fea-
tures in Vienna.

According to the company, the colour 
is a tribute to Rosa Prousek, whose name 
means “pink” in German and who helped 
build the business alongside her husband.

While deeply rooted in Viennese coff ee 
house traditions, AIDA has increasingly 
expanded beyond Austria.

The company now operates more than 
40 locations, including cafes in Berlin, 
Munich and Jeddah, through partnerships 
with travel retail and food service opera-
tors.

Another outlet is scheduled to open at 
Vienna Airport in 2027.

The company’s international growth 

has been accompanied by industry rec-
ognition.

In 2025, AIDA’s Munich Airport loca-
tion won the FAB Award for Best Airport 
To-Go Off er, while its Jeddah Airport 
branch was recognised as the leading cof-
fee house concept in the Middle East and 
Africa.

The same year, the company received 
the “Coff ee Brand of the Year” award 
at the Pepsi European QSR Franchise 
Awards, outperforming more than 300 
nominated brands.

Dominik Prousek said that the com-
pany’s mission is to modernise without 

having to sacrifi ce authenticity.
“Our task is not to put tradition in a 

museum, but to carry it into the future 
responsibly and in a contemporary way,” 
he added.

AIDA celebrates over a century of Viennese coffee heritage

Founded in Vienna in 1913 by Josef 
Prousek, family-owned AIDA has 
preserved its handcrafted Viennese 
coff ee house tradition for more than 110 
years while expanding to Berlin, Munich 
and Jeddah.
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QNA director-general meets Iraq’s envoy

The director-general of the Qatar News Agency (QNA), HE Ahmed bin Saeed al-Rumaihi, 
met yesterday with Iraq’s ambassador to Qatar Mohammed Jaafar al-Sadr. The meeting 
discussed ways to enhance bilateral co-operation in the media sector. – QNA

The winners of the sixth lucky 
draw of Safari Hypermarket’s mega 
promotion “Shop and Drive – Win 30 
Bestune Cars” have been selected.
The draw was held on August 2 at 
Safari Hypermarket, Ezdan Mall, 
Al Gharafa, in the presence of 
representatives from the Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry and Safari 
management.
The winners are Monir Ahamad 
Manik (Coupon No: SDB600054373), 
Jaiprakash Yadav (Coupon No: 
SDB601241527), Bashar Hadad 
(Coupon No: SDB600391854), and 
Poovathoor Madhavan Anilkumar 

(Coupon No: SDB601126106).
Through the e-raff le coupon issued 
for every purchase of QR50 from any 
Safari outlet, a total of 30 Bestune 
cars will be given away as prizes.
Four Bestune cars are awarded in 
each draw, while Six Bestune cars 
will be awarded in the final draw.
The “Shop and Drive” promotion is 
available at all Safari outlets.
The seventh and final lucky draw of 
the promotion will be held at Safari 
Mall on September 13.

Safari ‘Shop and Drive’ sixth 
lucky draw winners selected

Qatar University (QU) has an-
nounced the admission of more 
than 6,000 female and male 

students to the university’s Bachelor’s 
degree programmes for the Fall 2026 se-
mester.

The QU noted that the admission 
included all Qatari students who met 
the minimum admission requirements 
across the university’s various colleges.

In a statement on the admission re-
sults, QU vice-president (Student Af-
fairs) Dr Mohammed Diab affi  rmed the 
university’s commitment to providing 
all necessities to ensure a successful 
experience for the new students, ac-
companying them every step of the way 
toward a university journey rich in ac-
complishments.

He also called on all applicants to 
check their admission decisions through 
the university’s offi  cial website, myban-
ner.qu.edu.qa, using their electronic ad-
mission accounts.

Dr Diab said that classes for the Fall 
2026 semester will begin for all students 

on Sunday, August 23, 2026, with the 
add/drop period concluding on Thurs-
day, August 27, 2026.

The online orientation programme 
for new students will be held starting on 
Sunday, August 16, 2026.

Admitted students across all colleges 
will be contacted via their university 
e-mail address with details and links to 
access the programme’s online platform, 
which includes video and written orien-
tation materials.

The orientation programme aims to 
provide students with key information 

on university life, academic regulations 
and policies, and student services, and 
help new students use the university’s 
electronic systems, including the online 
portal, university e-mail, and academic 
advising services, making it easier for 
them to select and register for their 
courses with fl exibility and ease.

Attending and completing the orien-
tation programme is mandatory in order 
to fi nalise students’ admission proce-
dures at the university and enable them 
to register for their Fall 2026 semester 
courses. – QNA

QU announces admission of more than 6,000 
students into Fall 2026 Bachelor’s programmes

The Social and Sport Contribu-
tion Fund (DAAM) and the Qatar 
Foundation for Social Work have 

signed a funding agreement to sup-
port the Vocational Rehabilitation Pro-
gramme at Al Shafallah Centre.

Through this partnership, DAAM 
will provide fi nancial support to help 
deliver a structured programme that 
off ers accredited, competency-based 
vocational pathways for persons with 
disabilities.

The initiative is designed to build 
practical and professional skills, 
strengthen participants’ readiness for 
the labour market, and connect train-
ing outcomes with real employment 
opportunities.

The programme is tailored for Al 
Shafallah Centre members aged 15-
20 and operates through two distinct 
tracks.

The fi rst focuses on individuals with 
mild to moderate disabilities, equip-
ping them with specialised profession-
al qualifi cations aligned with the needs 
of Qatar’s labour market.

The second supports persons with 
severe intellectual disabilities by de-
veloping essential workplace readiness, 
independence, and social adaptation 
skills.

In parallel, the programme includes 
capacity-building for the Shafallah 
Centre’s staff  to ensure training is de-
livered eff ectively according to each 
participant’s needs.

Al Shafallah Centre executive di-
rector Fatima al-Saadi expressed her 
appreciation for the partnership, de-

scribing it as a strategic step forward 
in strengthening vocational rehabilita-
tion services and improving outcomes 
for persons with disabilities.

“Empowering persons with disabili-
ties begins with investing in their po-
tential and creating genuine opportu-
nities for them to gain the skills needed 
to contribute meaningfully to national 
development,” she said. “This pro-
gramme refl ects that vision by off er-
ing specialised pathways that respect 
individual diff erences and draw on best 
practices in vocational rehabilitation.”

Al-Saadi noted that the programme 
follows a comprehensive approach: 
assessing each participant’s abilities 
and interests, developing personalised 
training plans, and working with pub-
lic and private sector partners to link 
graduates with suitable employment.

The director of Shared Services at 
DAAM, Yousef al-Nuaimi, under-
scored the fund’s role in supporting 
practical empowerment initiatives.

“At DAAM, we believe that mean-
ingful vocational programmes are es-

sential to opening doors for persons 
with disabilities in the labour market,” 
he said. “Our support for Al Shafallah 
Centre’s programme is a concrete step 
toward building a generation that can 
rely on its own abilities and contribute 
actively to national development.”

The agreement forms part of 
DAAM’s broader mandate, supported 
by contributions from listed compa-
nies on the Qatar Stock Exchange, to 
advance social development and sus-
tainable initiatives in line with Qatar 
National Vision 2030.

Al Shafallah Centre, under the Qatar 
Foundation for Social Work, is a leading 
institution dedicated to the rehabilita-
tion and empowerment of persons with 
disabilities through specialised pro-
grammes that foster independence and 
social inclusion.

Since its establishment in 2010, 
DAAM has supported a wide range of 
cultural, social, sports, and charitable 
projects, drawing on the contributions 
of Qatar’s listed companies as a key 
source of funding. – QNA

DAAM to fund Shafallah 
vocational programme

Education Above All (EAA) Founda-
tion, a global foundation for educa-
tion and development, participated as 

the offi  cial benefi ciary of the 2026 Markel 
Magnolia Cup at the Qatar Goodwood Fes-
tival, bringing together sport, philanthropy 
and collective action to expand education 
and economic opportunities for vulnerable 
and marginalised children and young people 
worldwide.

The EAA’s participation extended across 
the Goodwood Summit, the Markel Magnolia 
Cup, and the Regency Ball.

At the summit, EAA chief operating offi  cer 
Ali Turki al-Sobai delivered opening remarks 
highlighting education as a foundation for 
resilience, economic participation and long-
term prosperity.

The EAA also facilitated the roundtable 
discussion on “Pathways to Economic Op-
portunity, Higher Education and Collabora-
tion”, which brought together representatives 
from government, academia, fi nance, busi-
ness and international development.

The session, led by James Shaw-Hamilton, 
examined practical pathways from education 
and skills to employment and entrepreneur-
ship; access to education and skills develop-
ment for women and girls, including in low-
er-income and confl ict-aff ected contexts; 
higher education and research collaboration; 
the alignment of STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) and health 
education with future economic priorities; 
talent mobility; and innovative fi nancing ap-
proaches capable of scaling educational im-
pact.

“Sport has a unique ability to unite people, 
challenge barriers and inspire collective ac-
tion,” al-Sobai said. “Through our collabo-
ration with Goodwood and the Markel Mag-
nolia Cup, we are transforming that shared 
energy into meaningful educational opportu-

nities for children and young people aff ected 
by poverty, confl ict and displacement.”

“We invite partners and supporters to join 
us in investing in education as the founda-
tion of resilient communities and sustainable 
prosperity,” he said.

The Markel Magnolia Cup brought togeth-
er 12 amateur female jockeys from diverse 
professional and personal backgrounds.

The annual race celebrated women’s deter-
mination, achievement and leadership while 
raising funds to support the EAA’s work to 
remove barriers to education and help young 
people develop the skills and opportunities 
needed to build sustainable futures.

Fundraising continued during the Regency 
Ball at Goodwood House, where guests and 
partners supported the EAA’s global educa-
tion programmes through a charitable raffl  e 
and other contributions.

Prizes included luxury hotel stays in truly 
iconic locations around the world, courtesy 
of Katara Hospitality and Maybourne.

The 2026 collaboration built on the EAA’s 
previous engagement with Goodwood since 
2023 and demonstrated how sport, philan-
thropy and cross-sector co-operation can 
contribute to lasting educational impact.

EAA partners with Goodwood 
for 2026 Markel Magnolia Cup

The Ministry of Environment and Cli-
mate Change (MoECC) has launched 
the “smart observer” project.

The ministry said in a statement yesterday 
that the project involves deploying a remotely 
operated boat equipped with advanced sys-
tems to monitor environmental changes and 
collect data and samples from marine sites.

The “smart observer” enables continuous 
monitoring, environmental surveys, sample 
collection, and measurement activities, all 
while covering wider marine environment 
areas and gathering data more quickly and 
accurately, improving resource effi  ciency.

The MoECC noted that the project refl ects 
its commitment to leveraging modern tech-
nologies to protect the marine environment 
and advance the digital transformation of en-
vironmental monitoring.

The use of this technology allows for the 
gathering of accurate, real-time data, thus, 
enabling specialists to track environmental 
changes and make informed decisions.

The ministry noted that the ‘smart ob-
server’ project supports the objectives of the 
Third National Development Strategy 2024-
30 in the areas of environmental sustainabil-
ity and innovation. – QNA

MoECC launches ‘smart observer’ project
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Palestinian mourners attend the funeral of members of the Abu Sharia and Al-Hassaina families in Gaza City 
yesterday. (AFP)

Gaza holds largest funeral in Palestine’s history for 112 martyrs from a single family

Palestinians in Gaza held yes-
terday a solemn national 
funeral procession for the 

remains and bodies of 112 martyrs 
from a single family killed in an 
Israeli carnage carried out by the 
Israeli occupation army on Nov 22, 
2023, at the beginning of the war 
of annihilation against the enclave 
and its residents.

This macabre scene was one of 
the largest witnessed in Palestine 
in terms of the number of bodies 
and remains carried for burial, all 
of whom were killed in an Israeli 
airstrike that targeted a residential 

block inhabited by members of the 
Abu Sharia and Al-Hassaina fami-
lies in Al-Sabra neighbourhood, 
south of Gaza City.

The ceremony was attended by 
popular, community, and offi  cial 
delegations, along with thousands 
of Palestinians and Civil Defence 
personnel who took part in the 
recovery operations of the bodies 
and remains over the past several 
weeks.

In a scene that brought back to 
mind the magnitude of the mas-
sacre committed by the Israeli 
occupation against the family, fu-

neral biers carrying the bodies and 
remains of the martyrs, draped 
in Palestinian fl ags, were lined up 
at the same site of the decimated 
residential block that had been 
targeted by the occupation forces.

Following the funeral prayers, 
the bodies and remains were laid 
to rest at the Al-Maamadani Cem-
etery in the Al-Zaytoun neigh-
bourhood, southeast of Gaza City.

Gaza’s Civil Defence person-
nel managed to recover only the 
bodies and remains of 112 martyrs 
from among the family members 
killed in the carnage.

They completed the recovery 
operations last Saturday after 136 
hours of arduous work removing 
rubble and searching for victims, 
which continued for almost two 
weeks amid limited capabilities.

The Israeli bombardment of 
the family’s residential block at 
the beginning of the war on Gaza 
erased its features almost entirely, 
reducing it to rubble and ashes.

The Israeli occupation forces 
prevented recovery operations 
from the day of the carnage, which 
resulted in the killing of 308 mem-
bers of the family, their in-laws, 

and relatives, including the fami-
ly’s elder, elderly men, young men, 
44 children under the age of 16, 37 
women, and more than 10 persons 
with disabilities.

Talking to Qatar News Agency 
(QNA), Mahmoud Bassal, spokes-
person for the Civil Defence Serv-
ice, stated that the recovery opera-
tions were carried out using only 
one heavy machine that had been 
onsite due to the Israeli occupa-
tion’s imposed ban on the entry of 
relief equipment and debris-re-
moval machinery into the enclave.

He pointed out that some of the 

victims were identifi ed through 
their clothing and personal be-
longings, such as the gold chains 
worn by women, adding that these 
martyrs were buried in a mass 
grave.

Bassal clamoured for pres-
sure on the part of international 
and humanitarian organisations 
to allow the access of essential 
equipment, enabling Civil De-
fence rescuers to continue recov-
ering the bodies from underneath 
the rubble amid the enormous 
scale of devastation left behind 
by the war. (QNA)

Sidra’s new service brings 
postnatal care at home
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

New mothers who deliver at 
Sidra Medicine can now 
receive follow-up care 

from a midwife at home, under 
a private service launched by the 
hospital.

The Women’s Private Home 
Visits: Midwifery Care pro-
gramme sends experienced mid-
wives to the homes of eligible 
mothers and their newborns in 
the weeks after birth — the period 
when problems most often sur-
face and when families are usually 
left to manage on their own.

Visits cover the mother’s re-
covery, help with breastfeed-
ing, practical newborn care and 
emotional well-being. Midwives 
also watch for early signs of any 
complications, so that concerns 
can be picked up before they be-
come serious.

Sidra Medicine, a member of 
Qatar Foundation, said the aim is 
to spare families repeated trips back 
to hospital while keeping their care 
unbroken after discharge.

“By extending our midwifery 
services beyond the hospital, we 
are helping mothers recover with 
greater confi dence,” said Dr Dina 
Schnurman, chief nursing offi  cer 
at Sidra Medicine. “We are also giv-

ing families the education, reassur-
ance, and support they need during 
the early weeks of parenthood.”

She said the programme re-
fl ects the hospital’s multidisci-
plinary approach to compassion-
ate, patient-centred care at every 
stage of the maternity journey.

The home visits are delivered 
by experienced midwives and 
follow the same evidence-based 

standards as care given inside the 
hospital.

Prof Johnny Awwad, chair of 
Women’s Services at Sidra Medi-
cine, said the weeks after delivery 
matter as much as the birth it-
self. “Exceptional maternity care 
extends well beyond childbirth. 
The postpartum period plays a 
vital role for both maternal recov-
ery and newborn health,” he said, 
adding that continued clinical 
support can signifi cantly improve 
outcomes for families.

He said Sidra Medicine, which 
describes itself as Qatar’s leading 
choice for private maternity care 
and deliveries, remains committed 
to supporting women before birth, 
through delivery and during the 
important weeks that follow.

The programme is open to eli-
gible Sidra Medicine patients fol-
lowing a clinical assessment. It is 
intended for routine postnatal care, 
and visits are arranged according to 
clinical need and availability.

QA resumes route with Philadelphia
Qatar Airways has reconnected Doha and Philadelphia with the 
launch of a daily non-stop flight between Hamad International 
Airport and Philadelphia International Airport, its 14th destination 
in North America, resuming on August 1, 2026.
The airline said the route is being operated with the Airbus A350-
900, featuring its Qsuite and Starlink Wi-Fi, and offers travellers 
greater flexibility and access to its premium services.
With connections to more than 160 destinations worldwide, the 
new route further strengthens Qatar Airways’ commitment to the 
US market. (QNA)

Kingfish gill-net ban from 15th

By A Staff  Reporter
Doha

The Ministry of Municipal-
ity has announced that the 
ban on kingfi sh fi shing us-

ing gill nets will come into eff ect 
on August 15 and continue until 
October 31, 2026.

The move is aimed at protect-
ing fi sh stocks and ensuring the 
sustainability of marine resourc-
es, the ministry said in a state-
ment yesterday. It said the ban is 
designed to reduce fi shing pres-
sure during the kingfi sh breeding 
season and help preserve stocks 
for future generations.

Only line fi shing will be allowed 

during the ban period, while the 
use of gill nets will be prohibited, 
the ministry added.

It noted that regulating fi shing 
seasons is among the measures 
being taken to conserve marine 
resources and sustain their pro-
ductivity.

The ministry said kingfi sh pro-
duction in 2025 stood at about 
3,484 tonnes, underscoring the 
species’ economic and nutrition-
al importance.

It urged all fi shermen to comply 
with the ban and observe the per-
mitted fi shing methods, stress-
ing that this would help protect 
stocks and marine resources and 
ensure their sustainability for 
generations to come.

Qatar working to bridge US-Iran divide
From Page 1

Eff orts are continuing with a range of par-
ties, particularly the United States, alongside 
the mediators Qatar, Egypt and Turkiye, to en-
sure the swift enforcement of the second phase 
of the agreement, he said.

The international community has clearly 
identifi ed the party obstructing implementa-
tion on the ground, Dr al-Ansari said, noting 
that the transition to the second phase — based 
on US President Donald Trump’s plan and the 
support he announced for it — places full re-
sponsibility on the Israeli side.

He recalled that Hamas has been committed 
to what is required of it, and that there are clear 
undelivered obligations on the Israeli side un-
der the accord.

The course of negotiations since 2023 has 
been marked by several instances of Israeli 
procrastination in implementing the terms of 

the agreement, he said, pointing to the latest 
Israeli escalation and the targeting of civilians 
in Gaza, which killed more than 30 people.

Dr al-Ansari described that action as a fresh 
attempt to disrupt progress on the negotia-
tions track and impede peaceful solutions to 
the confl ict.

He also stressed the importance of Israeli 
withdrawal from all occupied territories, as-
serting that occupation is unwarranted in all 
its forms and that Qatar bases its positions on 
international law and the relevant references.

He called on the international community to 
exert further pressure to ensure implementa-
tion of the agreement, culminating in the re-
construction of Gaza and an improvement in 
the humanitarian conditions of its people, who 
have been suff ering for more than two years.

On the telephone conversation between HE 
the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin 

Jassim al-Thani and Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov, Dr al-Ansari said Qatar has been 
committed to keeping all regional and interna-
tional partners informed of the evolving situa-
tion in the region.

The implications of the current crisis go 
beyond regional borders, he said, making it 
imperative to bolster co-ordination and con-
sultations with various international partners 
in support of eff orts to reach diplomatic solu-
tions.

Communications with the Russian side are 
ongoing on a variety of issues, Dr al-Ansari 
said, noting that the recent call addressed the 
evolving regional situation and the latest de-
velopments in the diplomatic eff orts under 
way.

He underscored the importance of brief-
ing international partners on the progress of 
the negotiations and the eff orts being made to 
push them forward.

The Qatar Precision Health Institute (QPHI), a national centre for 
research and implementation under Qatar Foundation (QF), has 
announced a strategic partnership with Qatar National Library 

(QNL) to make its specialised educational materials for the Genome 
Heroes collection available through Manara – Qatar Research Reposi-
tory, QNL’s open-access digital platform.

The initiative aims to give access to genetics and precision medicine 
education, targeting young learners aged 6–14. By making these pre-
mium learning resources open-access via the Manara Repository, QPHI 
and QNL are enabling students, teachers, parents, and researchers any-
where in the world to download, utilise, and share the content freely.

The newly published open-access materials include: Bilingual Edu-
cational Magazines: Genome Heroes Magazine available in both Arabic 
and English. The magazines have short stories that simplify how ge-
nome science applies to our daily life, alongside interactive games that 
introduce foundational terminology.

Animated Genome Heroes Educational Episodes: A series of short 
animated videos produced in Arabic and English that simplify complex 
genetic concepts through the adventures of the educational game’s 
characters Dana, Hamad, and the Professor.

Dima Darwish, education and training manager at QPHI, comment-
ed: “Our mission at QPHI extends beyond the laboratory; we are com-
mitted to nurturing the next generation of scientists who will lead the 
future of precision medicine. Partnering with Qatar National Library 
allows us to transcend geographical boundaries. It transforms our lo-
calised success into a permanent, global public good where anyone, 
anywhere, can access this foundational knowledge.”

By hosting these files on QNL’s Manara, the materials receive per-
manent digital object identifiers, ensuring they are easily discover-
able, citable, and preserved for global academic and public use. This 
move aligns with the Qatar National Vision 2030 to transition to-
ward a robust, knowledge-based economy driven by innovation and 
research.

The educational assets are live and can be downloaded directly by 
visiting the Manara - QPHI Research Repository Portal. Additionally, 
the corresponding mobile game remains available globally in both Eng-
lish and Arabic on the Apple Store and Google Play.

US hopeful Strait of Hormuz deal will come through
From Page 1

In what has become a regular 
pattern, Trump last week threat-
ened to hit Iran “very hard”, po-
tentially with attacks against ci-
vilian infrastructure, only to pull 
back later, hinting that a deal was 
near.

But Iran’s foreign ministry de-
nied negotiations with Wash-
ington were taking place, even as 

Trump insisted they were hap-
pening “right now”.

Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio said yesterday that the United 
States was involved in negotiations 
between Oman and Iran on increas-
ing traffi  c through the Hormuz.

“There’s been progress made 
in those talks but not fi nality yet. 
We’re hoping that will happen 
very shortly,” he told journalists.

Trump had previously said he 

expected to know by yesterday 
how the talks were going, “one 
way or the other”, but insisted “it’s 
not very complex”.

Early yesterday, Britain’s mari-
time security agency UKMTO said 
an unnamed cargo vessel had been 
struck by an “unknown projectile” 
in the Strait of Hormuz off  the 
coast of Oman.

Iran continues to impose an ef-
fective blockade on the strait and 

insists ships coordinate crossings 
with it.

Yesterday, the Indian ship MSV 
Faize Noore Oliya sank in the Red Sea 
off  Yemen following an unattributed 
attack, with all of its crew rescued, 
according to India’s foreign ministry 
and a local offi  cial in Yemen.

“The targeting of commercial 
shipping in the region must end,” 
a foreign ministry spokesperson 
said. (AFP)

QPHI partners with QNL to
 open-source ‘Genome Heroes’ 
educational materials globally
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Missing Uganda opposition aide 
appears in video after a year
AFP
Kampala

A video has emerged of an 
emaciated former aide to 
one of Uganda’s leading 

opposition fi gures months after 
he vanished, with his family and 
activists yesterday alleging state 
involvement. 

Sam Mugumya, 47, was a 
prominent aide to opposition 
politician Kizza Besigye — ab-
ducted in Kenya two years ago, 
and currently hospitalised 
awaiting trial — and was run-
ning as a candidate for Besigye’s 
party.

But in August 2025 local me-
dia reported Mugumya had 
been taken by men linked to the 
security forces, and nothing 
was heard from him until late 
July when a video of him, vis-

ibly emaciated and seated next 
to a walker, circulated on social 
media. The video surfaced as 
international observers have ex-
pressed concerns about a grow-
ing crackdown on opposition 
fi gures and activists.

“I only saw video showing 
him destroyed and bony,” his 
mother, Edinansi Katungwesi, 
told AFP by telephone, confi rm-
ing his identity. “Since he was 
kidnapped months ago, I don’t 
know anything about him or 
what is happening to him,” she 
said, adding: “It is the govern-
ment that took my son and I am 
so angry at them. The govern-
ment is meant to protect us and 
has turned against us, and worse 
of all against my son.”

The army declined to com-
ment when contacted, but a 
source directed AFP to previous 
remarks by the defence ministry 

which in September 2025 denied 
that Mugumya was in custody.

Activist Agather Atuhaire told 
AFP she believed it was Mu-
gumya, describing his situation 
as “appalling and shocking”. “I 
think the military is responsible 
for his disappearance, detention 
incommunicado,” she said.

“I am so angry and alarmed 
that we are letting impunity 
in our country get worse and 
worse,” she added.

The Uganda Law Society has 
fi led a petition for his release.

“If he’s being suspected of 
committing an off ence, let him 
be produced in court and answer 
the charges,” society vice-presi-
dent Anthony Asiimwe said.

Uganda re-elected President 
Yoweri Museveni for the seventh 
time in January, and activists 
and opposition politicians have 
warned of hostile environment.

Qatar Charity launches 24 
water projects in Somalia

With the support of do-
nors, Qatar Charity has 
launched the implemen-

tation of 24 water projects in four 
Somali states, as part of its ongo-
ing eff orts to improve access to 
safe water and strengthen essential 
services in drought-aff ected and 
water-scarce communities.

The projects are being imple-
mented in Hirshabelle, Galmu-
dug, Southwest State, and North-
eastern Somalia. They include the 
drilling of 19 shallow wells, the 
construction of two water ponds, 
and the drilling of three deep wells, 
benefi ting communities in need 
of reliable and sustainable water 
sources.

The launch of these projects 
comes amid growing challenges 
faced by several areas in Somalia 
due to water shortages and recur-
rent droughts, which continue to 
aff ect the living conditions of lo-
cal populations, particularly in 
rural communities that depend on 
agriculture and livestock.

Yusuf Mohamed Abdullah, a 
community elder in Northeastern 
Somalia, expressed his apprecia-
tion for the launch of the projects.

He stressed upon the projects  
are vital for the area as they re-
spond to urgent needs in local 
communities. 

He noted that providing sus-
tainable water sources will help 
reduce the burden on families and 
improve their daily living condi-
tions.

He said: “We extend our sin-
cere thanks to the generous donors 
who contributed to funding these 
projects through Qatar Charity. 
Their support will have a direct 
impact on improving people’s lives 
and ensuring access to water in the 
benefi ciary areas.” 

For his part, Is’haq Hero 
Moallim, an offi  cial in Wajid dis-
trict of Southwest State, said that 
access to safe water remains one of 
the most vital needs of local com-
munities.

He added that the projects will 

contribute to improving health 
conditions and supporting liveli-
hoods.

Abdulfattah Adam Moallim, 
director of Qatar Charity’s So-
malia Offi  ce, emphasised that the 
projects form part of Qatar Char-
ity’s continued humanitarian and 
development interventions aimed 
at enhancing water security and 
improving basic services in the 
most vulnerable areas.

He added: “We are grateful to 
the donors whose contributions 
made these projects possible. Qa-
tar Charity will continue working 
with local partners to expand es-
sential services and provide sus-
tainable water solutions for com-
munities in need.”

The launch of these projects 
builds on Qatar Charity’s con-
tinued work in the water, sanita-
tion, and hygiene sector in So-
malia. Over the past year, Qatar 
Charity implemented 76 projects 
in this sector, benefi ting nearly 
50,000 people.

WHO pleads for more support to tackle Ebola outbreak in DR Congo
AFP
Geneva

The World Health Organisa-
tion yesterday called for 
more support across to 

board to combat the Ebola out-
break raging in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, which is still 
outpacing response eff orts.

The outbreak is the biggest ever 
to have hit the DR Congo, despite 
being declared less than three 
months ago.

“The outbreak is unfortunately 
still expanding beyond the capac-
ity of the response,” WHO spokes-
man Tarik Jasarevic told reporters 

in Geneva. “We need more support 
in terms of fi nances, but also other 
resources to scale up all areas of 
response: treatment capacity, fi eld 
investigation teams, safe burial 
teams and community workers.”

There have been 3,802 con-
fi rmed cases of Ebola in the DRC, 
including 1,707 deaths. A total of 
727 patients have recovered, and 
there are 275 suspected cases un-
der investigation.

A total of 17,000 contacts of cas-
es are being monitored, with more 
than 80% of them receiving daily 
check-ups.

Though cases have been re-
ported from fi ve provinces, nearly 
90% are in the northeastern Ituri 

province, with nearly all the rest in 
neighbouring North Kivu.

Jasarevic said the response 
needed to focus on where the vi-
rus is spreading now, and where it 
might go next.

A viral haemorrhagic fever, Eb-
ola spreads through close contact 
and infected bodily fl uids.

The DRC’s 17th Ebola outbreak 
was declared on May 15 after sev-
eral deaths in Ituri.

The outbreak is driven by the 
Bundibugyo species of Ebola — for 
which there are no proven safe and 
effi  cacious treatments for patients, 
vaccines, or prophylaxis options to 
stop people exposed to the virus 
from falling ill.

But various trials are under way 
of potential therapies, vaccines 
and post-exposure antiviral drugs.

Vasee Moorthy, who leads the 
WHO’s research and development 
blueprint arm, said the early indi-
cations were promising.

Moorthy said new data was 
emerging on whether the Ervebo 
vaccine, which works against the 
Zaire species of Ebola, also pro-
vided cross-protection against 
Bundibugyo in animals.

A WHO vaccine advisory group 
reviewed the data on Friday and 
will issue recommendations later 
this week.

The two front-running candi-
date vaccines are one using the 

ChAdOx1 platform, being devel-
oped by the University of Oxford 
and the Serum Institute of India, 
and another being worked on by 
US pharma fi rm Moderna using 
mRNA technology.

The ChAdOx1 jab started a Phase 
I trial in Britain on July 24, while 
the Moderna candidate vaccine is 
set to start Phase I trials in Canada 
this week, Moorthy said.

They are being tested on fer-
rets and on monkeys, while at the 
same time volunteers in Oxford 
and Canada are being given diff er-
ent doses of the potential vaccine 
to assess the immune response as 
well as safety.

Depending on the results, devel-

opers will pick the best dose level 
to take forward to full-scale Phase 
III human trials.

Two potential treatments are 
being tested on confi rmed Ebola 
patients in Ituri: the monoclonal 
antibody MBP134 and the antiviral 
drug remdesivir, alone and in com-
bination.

Meanwhile a trial is also taking 
place of the antiviral drug obeld-
esivir, for people exposed to con-
fi rmed Bundibugyo cases.

The trial in Ituri has enrolled 
more than 25 high-risk contacts 
“to evaluate whether this oral 
medicine, given for 10 days, can 
prevent onset of disease”, said 
Moorthy.

Morocco says it warned Spain 
after court’s migration ruling
AFP
Rabat

Morocco had previously 
warned Spain that a re-
cent Spanish court rul-

ing that migrants arriving by sea 
would not face immediate removal 
was going to create “a problem,” a 
senior Moroccan offi  cial said.

Last week, at least 50,000 peo-
ple, mostly Moroccans, entered 
the Spanish exclave of Ceuta, on 
foot or by swimming from the 
nearby city of Fnideq.

This unprecedented infl ux 
quickly overwhelmed the Span-
ish exclave in North Africa, before 
leading to thousands of returns to 
Morocco.

Spain’s Supreme Court ruled on 
July 8 that migrants arriving by sea 
should not be returned as quickly 
as others and Madrid has blamed 
criminal gangs for spreading mis-
information about the ruling.

“We started engaging with the 
Spanish side around July 22-23, 
when the networks began talking 
about this,” the Moroccan senior 
offi  cial, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said on Monday night.

“We discussed this ruling and 
its impact. We explained that this 
ruling was going to create a prob-

lem. And it did create a problem,” 
he said.

Spanish government spokes-
woman Elma Saiz rejected the 
claim.

“At no point was there any evi-
dence, any report that alerted us 
to the magnitude of this unprec-
edented event,” she told reporters 
in Madrid.

The Moroccan offi  cial argued 
the large movement of people into 
Ceuta was not a failure of Moroc-
co’s security apparatus.

“It’s simplistic to say that 
Morocco should just have used 
force to stop them. That is to com-
pletely misunderstand this phe-
nomenon,” he said.

“Could Spain, seeing them 

coming, have done something to 
stop them simply using weapons 
and security forces? That’s not 
possible.”

“At a certain point, the Moroc-
can law enforcement forces could 
no longer confront the migrants 
because the numbers were very 
large,” and because “the pull eff ect 
was very strong,” he said.

“It is not Morocco’s sole respon-
sibility” to manage migration, he 
said, adding that the cost of migra-
tion management for the kingdom 
amounted to around 500mn euros 
per year.

He nonetheless said that Rabat 
and Madrid had acted “as reliable 
partners” and continued to work 
“in perfect coordination” on mi-
gration issues.

“Today, it is up to Spain to fi nd 
answers to the challenges posed by 
this ruling,” he said.

“Morocco’s commitment re-
mains the same. It accepts the re-
turn of those who manage to cross. 
It puts in place preventive meas-
ures to stop as many departures as 
possible, and it will continue” to 
do so, he said.

Saiz said Spain’s “exceptional 
response in such a short period of 
time” to the crisis would not have 
been possible without Morocco’s 
co-operation.

Relatives and friends wait by a fence for the return of people who had 
crossed into Spain’s North African enclave of Ceuta, at Morocca’s Bab 
Sebta border crossing on the outskirts of Fnideq on Sunday. (AFP)

Power struggles: Clashes 
in western Libya kill 4

AFP
Tripoli

Overnight clashes between 
rival armed groups in 
western Libya left four 

dead and at least 10 wounded, a 
security source told AFP yester-
day.

The fi ghting was between 
members of the Anti-Security 
Threat Agency and the 103rd 
Battalion, the offi  cial said.

The Anti-Security Threat 
Agency is linked to Prime Min-
ister Abdelhamid Dbeibah, who 
heads the UN-recognised gov-
ernment in Tripoli, while the 
103rd falls under his ministry of 
defence.

“The fi ghting that broke out 
late Monday evening and is con-
tinuing south of Sorman (60 km 
west of Tripoli), and in some 
neighbourhoods of the nearby 
city of Zawiya, has left four dead 
and more than 10 wounded,” the 
offi  cial from Zawiya’s security 
directorate said on condition of 
anonymity. 

Neither the prime minister’s 
offi  ce nor the defence ministry 
has commented.

Clashes between armed 
groups are a recurring issue 
in the regions of Sorman and 
Zawiya, where there is a large oil 
refi nery.

The coastal area is at the heart 
of power struggles between 
armed groups engaged in organ-
ised crime such as diesel smug-
gling, human traffi  cking and 
other activities.

Heavy and medium weapons 
fi re could still be heard in the area 
yesterday morning, according to 
the offi  cial, who announced the 
deployment of a “neutral force” 
on the ground to defuse the con-
fl ict and prevent an even deadlier 
escalation.

As a precaution the main route 
between the capital and the Za-
wiya region was closed over-
night.

Images and videos circulating 
on social media, whose authen-
ticity AFP has not been able to 
verify and establish, show thick 
columns of black smoke rising 
above residential neighborhoods 
in the area of Sorman, as well as 
torched military vehicles and 
equipment.

Libya has the most abundant 
oil reserves in Africa, but has 
been divided ever since it was 
plunged into war during the 
ouster in 2011 of former leader 
Muammar Gaddafi .

Two governments are cur-
rently vying for power: the 
UN-recognised administration 
in Tripoli and a rival in the east 
backed by military commander 
Khalifa Haftar.
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Senate panel advances Blanche nomination
AFP
Washington

President Donald Trump’s 
former personal lawyer Todd 
Blanche took a key step yes-

terday towards becoming the top 
US law enforcement offi  cer after a 
Senate panel approved his nomi-
nation to head the Justice Depart-
ment.

The 12-10 vote in the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee was along party 
lines and came after two Republi-
can senators dropped their oppo-
sition to Blanche’s nomination.

Blanche’s Senate confi rmation 
had been held up by concerns from 
senators John Cornyn and Thom 
Tillis over a $1.8bn fund for alleged 
victims of politically motivated 
prosecution and a tax audit im-
munity deal with the Republican 
president.

Blanche issued a written order 
over the weekend scrapping the 

so-called “anti-weaponisation 
fund” and said the audit immunity 
agreement with Trump, his two 
eldest sons and the Trump Organi-
sation would only apply “retro-
actively” to past tax years and not 
future fi lings.

The full Senate, where Repub-
licans hold a majority, is expected 
to vote later this week to confi rm 
Blanche as US attorney general. He 
has been serving as acting attor-
ney general since Trump fi red Pam 
Bondi in April.

Senate Democrats have been 
united in their opposition to 
Blanche amid concerns he has 
treated the Department of Justice 
as an extension of the Republican 
president’s legal team.

“Todd Blanche has no business 
serving as our nation’s chief law 
enforcement offi  cer,” Senator Dick 
Durbin, the ranking Democrat on 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
said before today’s vote.

“The attorney general is sup-

posed to be the people’s lawyer,” 
Durbin said. “Mr Blanche contin-
ues to operate as the president’s 
personal lawyer, treating the Jus-
tice Department like a law fi rm 
serving one client — the presi-
dent.” Blanche has been closely 
tied to what Democrats have 
dubbed a “retribution” campaign 
by the president against his per-
ceived political enemies and he 
helped negotiate the extraordinary 
legal settlement between Trump 
and the government he controls.

The out-of-court settlement 
stems from Trump’s $10bn law-
suit against the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) over the illegal dis-
closure of his tax records by an 
agency contractor.

It proposed immunity from 
audits for past tax years and a 
$1.776bn fund for people who say 
they were unfairly targeted by the 
Department of Justice, potentially 
including Trump supporters con-
victed over the January 6, 2021 at-

tack on the US Capitol.
Federal judges have separately 

blocked the fund and condemned 
the tax settlement, which accord-
ing to US press reports could help 
the president avoid past liabilities 
of up to $100mn.

Blanche has also come in for 
criticism from victims of Jeff rey 
Epstein over his handling of the 
release of investigative fi les about 
the convicted sex off ender, a one-
time close friend of Trump.

Prior to joining the Department 
of Justice, Blanche represented 
Trump in his trial. He was also on 
the legal defence team in two fed-
eral cases brought against Trump 
by special counsel Jack Smith — for 
allegedly mishandling classifi ed 
documents after leaving the White 
House and for seeking to overturn 
the results of the 2020 presidential 
election.

Both cases were dropped after 
Trump won the 2024 presidential 
election.

An aide holds a board showing a memorandum for Peter Carr from 
the Justice Department, as US Senator Adam Schiff  (D-CA) speaks at 
the US Senate Judiciary Committee vote on President Donald Trump’s 
nomination of Todd Blanche, at Capitol Hill yesterday. (Reuters)

US exhausted long-range 
precision missiles on Iran
Reuters
New York/Washington

The US Army has used up 
much of its global stockpile 
of highly accurate long-

range missiles during its fi ve-
month war with Iran, according 
to sources familiar with the data, 
raising concerns about the mili-
tary’s readiness for future con-
fl icts. 

The missiles are principally the 
army’s surface-to-surface weap-
ons, known as Army Tactical Mis-
sile Systems (ATACMS) and Preci-
sion Strike Missiles (PrSM). The 
US has used “virtually all” of its 
stockpiles of these weapons, ac-
cording to two sources, which  
declined to say how many of each 
munition the US had left.

The degree to which the mili-
tary is running out of ATACMS 
and Precision Strike Missiles has 
not been previously reported. The 
long-range munitions — which 
cost more than $1mn each — are 
an important part of the military’s 
arsenal, allowing accurate strikes 
from a safe distance. 

US-supplied ATACMS have 
played a key role in the war in 
Ukraine, allowing Ukrainian forces 
to attack targets inside Russia. The 
PrSM is a newer, more advanced 
generation that will replace the 
ATACMS, which have a shorter 
range.

The dramatic rundown in pre-
cision, long-range missiles means 
US President Donald Trump may 
have to rely more on riskier, piloted 
bombing missions if he relaunches 
attacks on Iran.

Trump launched the Iran war 
jointly with Israel in February, pre-
dicting that the confl ict would last 
a short time. But as the war drags 
on, the three people familiar with 
the matter expressed worry that 
the falling missile supplies could 
limit the US ability to deter its oth-
er adversaries.

A fourth person familiar with 
the matter said that despite the 
high usage of precision weapons, 
the US can resupply. Central Com-
mand — which oversees US forces 
in the Middle East — has been able 

to reload from US military supplies 
around the world, the person said. 
The sources interviewed for this 
story spoke on the condition of 
anonymity.

Asked for comment on the 
stockpile data, the White House 
issued a statement from Trump, 
saying the US had “far more mu-
nitions than anyone in the world” 
and “far more than we need.”

“Our defence companies are, at 
this moment, making more muni-
tions than they have ever made be-
fore, in addition to expanding their 
plants and equipment at record 
levels,” Trump said.

Analysts agree that certain mu-
nitions, including artillery shells 
and several types of missiles, are 
being produced at record levels 
but caution that supplies might fall 
short if war is prolonged.

Chief Pentagon spokesperson 
Sean Parnell said: “America’s mili-
tary is the most powerful in the 
world and has everything it needs 
to execute at the time and place 
of the President’s choosing. We 
have executed multiple success-
ful operations across combatant 
commands while ensuring the US 
military possesses a deep arsenal 
of capabilities to protect our peo-
ple and our interests.”

The supply fi gures have circu-

lated inside the federal govern-
ment over the last week during 
tense conversations inside the 
Trump administration about how 
much longer the US can continue 
striking Iran without dwindlingthe 
stockpile to alarming levels.

One of the sources said the 
drawdown of the ATACMS and 
PrSM stockpiles refl ected a deci-
sion by the Trump administration 
to avoid riskier ways of attacking 
Iranian targets, such as by using 
piloted aircraft to drop bombs.

Because these weapons allow 
the military to attack targets from 
a distance, analysts say they would 
be valuable in a war against an ad-
versary with strong air defences, 
such as China. They have been 
used to strike targets inside Iran, 
according to a March report by the 
Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS).

According to the report, PrSM 
stockpiles were low to start with, 
since it is a relatively new muni-
tion, but the US military has or-
dered a large number of them 
for 2027. The Army has said that 
ATACMS are being phased out and 
that production is shifting to the 
newer PrSM missiles.

Military leaders have for weeks 
warned the president that stock-
piles of defensive weapons — in-

cluding Patriot interceptors, which 
are eff ective against ballistic mis-
siles — were dwindling, said two 
of the sources. Last week, several 
media outlets reported Trump had 
decided not to launch another 
massive off ensive inside Iran in 
part because his military advisers 
had warned about the US stock-
pile.

A US offi  cial disputed those ac-
counts, saying Trump chose not 
to move forward with another at-
tack because of pressure from Gulf 
states. The Middle East confl ict 
has sparked intense debate about 
Trump’s authority to prosecute 
hostilities against Iran without 
congressional authorisation as no 
request was or has been submitted 
to Congress.

Last week, CSIS published a re-
port estimating that between Feb-
ruary and July about 65% of Patriot 
interceptors had been expended 
and that the number of THAAD 
ballistic missile interceptors in US 
stockpiles was at least 38% lower 
than at the start of the war.  Patri-
ots and THAADs are systems that 
detect and destroy incoming mis-
siles and are among the most ef-
fective in the country’s arsenal.

The US also burned through al-
most half of its global supply of 
Tomahawk cruise missiles.

An Army Tactical Missile System (ATACMS) is displayed during the inauguration of a new artillery plant of 
ammunition maker Rheinmetall, in Unterluess, Germany. (Reuters/File Photo)

Arson suspect accused of starting fi re arrested as wildfi res rage in Spokane 
AFP
Spokane, US

Emergency crews yesterday 
were racing to contain fl ames 
in the northwest of US, 

where a man was arrested on sus-
picion of arson in connection with 
the largest of the fi res that have 
displaced tens of thousands.

Wildfi res supercharged by 
drought and intense heat have 
torn through the city of Spokane in 
Washington state, burning thou-
sands of acres and reducing hun-
dreds of buildings to cinders while 
anxious families await news on 
when they can return.

A 37-year-old suspect, Aaron 
Farinacci, was detained over the 
Old Trails fi re on a charge of ar-
son in the fi rst degree and held on 
a $1mn bond after a witness alleg-
edly saw him kneeling near grass 
where the fi re began, Spokane 
County Sheriff  John Nowels told a 
press conference late Monday.

Farinacci was initially detained 
near where the fi re started on Sat-
urday but released, before being 

taken into custody again after of-
fi cers connected him to the fi re, 
Nowels said, adding that the sus-
pect had a previous manslaughter 
conviction.

“We believe it was matches or a 
lighter. When he was detained... 
he was found to be in possession 
of some waterproof matches and 
a butane lighter,” the sheriff  said, 
adding the suspect was not be-
lieved to be connected to two other 
major fi res in the area.

Aerial fl ybys revealed some-
where between 700 and 1,110 
structures have been lost since the 
fi res broke out over the weekend, 
authorities said.

Three fi res have combined to 
burn 10,280 acres in the Spokane 
area, according to the latest fi gures 
from InciWeb, a federal interagen-
cy information system.

Late Monday authorities there 
said fi refi ghters were making use 
of cooler temperatures, higher hu-
midity and thick smoke to make 
“signifi cant gains” against two of 
them. Local offi  cials said so far no 
one had been reported hurt. Cooler 
temperatures were expected yes-

terday, though the respite was ex-
pected to be brief, with a warming 
trend resuming mid-week that 
would raise temperatures into the 
mid to mid-30s Celsius. 

Video of the fi re’s aftermath on 
Sunday showed scores of homes 
burned to the ground, while other 
houses nearby escaped practically 
unscathed.

“Just driving around looking at 
the homes — it’s just one of the 
most heartbreaking things I’ve 
ever seen in my life,” Spokane resi-
dent Geoff  Beadles told AFP, after 
evacuating with his fi ancee and 
two dogs.

Authorities are attempting to 
make contact with 14 people whom 
they have failed to reach by cell 
phone but are not yet presumed 
missing, Nowels said.

“I think the estimate is poten-
tially up to 65,000 people we had 
to move out of these areas, and if 
you think about what that entails, 
the fact that we were able to get 
people out of those areas within 
several hours in an active fi re zone 
is pretty incredible,” the sheriff  
said.

Mayor Lisa Brown said authori-
ties were combing the city block by 
block to assess damages and po-
tential reignition, and couldn’t tell 
people yet when they could return 
home.

“It could be weeks, depending 
on where your home and property 
is,” she said.

“I think from a historical stand-

point, this is likely the worst natu-
ral disaster in Spokane’s history,” 
Washington Governor Bob Fergu-
son added.

Ferguson declared a state of 
emergency on August 1, citing 
drought conditions and high tem-
peratures exacerbating wildfi res.

The Washington State Depart-
ment of Natural Resources also 
asked people to stop fl ying person-
al drones over the blazes.

“They can ground or collide 
with our fi refi ghting aircraft” and 
cause disruptions to emergency 
eff orts, the state agency said on X.

“Your photos are not worth 
someone’s home.”

Human-caused climate change 
is increasingly creating conditions 
for more frequent and intense 
wildfi res, through increased heat, 
extended drought, and a “thirsty” 
atmosphere that enhances the 
drying of organic matter.

The Spokane fi res follow “one of 
the warmest winters on record for 
eastern Washington,” which led to 
a severe snow drought, said Daniel 
Swain, a climatologist at the Uni-
versity of California, Los Angeles.

A view of the area burned by the Old Trails Fire wildfire, in Spokane, 
Washington, US, yesterday. (Reuters)

Brazilian police probe 
plot for election attacks

AFP
Sao Paulo

Brazilian security offi  -
cials said yesterday they 
were investigating eight 

suspects of plotting on Tele-
gram to carry out attacks in the 
capital during October’s elec-
tions, in which President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva is seeking a 
fourth term.

Intercepted communications 
showed the suspects, aged 19 to 
31, were planning “severe acts of 
violence” against the presiden-
tial palace, parliament, Supreme 
Court and various ministries in 
Brasilia, said Victor Fernandes, 
digital rights secretary with the 
justice ministry.

He told a press conference 
that the suspects were members 
of “two public groups on the 
Telegram platform that shared 
information regarding the plan-
ning of attacks in Brasilia” dur-
ing the election period.

They were conspiring against 
“the political system as a whole, 
without specifying left or right” 
and without targeting specifi c 
offi  cials by name, said Maurilio 
Coelho, head of intelligence for 
the Brasilia civil police.

They are from fi ve diff erent 
states, do not know each oth-
er personally and do not have 
criminal records, Coelho said. 
One of them is a seminarian at a 
monastery in northeastern Per-
nambuco.

According to a police state-
ment, the group had exchanged 
messages about travelling to 
Brasilia, storming buildings, 
choosing targets, recruiting 
people from diff erent states, 
and conducting tactical train-
ing. They also allegedly shared 
building plans and 3D models 
of government buildings in the 
capital, as well as “manuals for 
the manufacture of explosive 
devices.”

The investigation was trig-
gered by information from a cy-
bercrimes intelligence unit.

Police have seized electronic 
devices and are investigat-
ing how organised the group 
was and how far any plans had 
progressed.

Authorities have asked the 
National Data Protection Agen-
cy — an independent public 
body — to investigate whether 
Telegram failed in its duty to 
“prevent the mass circula-
tion of criminal content,” said 
Fernandes.

US, Paraguay sign civil nuclear 
co-operation agreement
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Paraguayan Foreign 
Minister Ruben Ramirez signed a nuclear energy co-operation 
agreement in Washington yesterday.
Ramirez and Rubio signed the “123 Agreement,” as such accords 
are known. The US has signed them with more than 25 countries 
since 1954. Section 123 of the US Atomic Energy Act, passed in 
1954, authorises the transfer of civilian nuclear technology for 
energy or scientific purposes in exchange for recipient countries 
complying with International Atomic Energy Agency standards.
The US also secures the right to monitor the use of nuclear 
material to ensure that it cannot be used for military purposes.
Washington has signed such agreements with Argentina, Mexico 
and Brazil, among other countries. 
Rubio described the strengthening of relations between 
Washington and Asuncion over the past year and a half, since 
Donald Trump returned to the White House, as “incredible.” 
“What we are looking for is a relationship that not only continues 
to grow, but becomes something permanent” and is not subject 
to changes of government, Rubio said during the signing 
ceremony at the State Department. (AFP)



8

WORLD

Gulf Times
Wedenesday, August 5, 2026

Myanmar leader set for fi rst Thailand visit
AFP
Bangkok

Myanmar’s ex-junta chief 
Min Aung Hlaing is ex-
pected in Thailand to-

morrow, making his fi rst trip there 
since becoming civilian leader as 
he seeks a return to the diplomatic 
fold for his pariah state.

The former general led a 2021 
military coup that ousted demo-
cratic leader Aung San Suu Kyi, 
triggering a civil war estimated 
to have killed more than 100,000 
people on all sides.

He was installed as Myanmar’s 
president in April following stage-
managed elections that democra-
cy watchdogs and Western nations 
called a sham intended to launder 
the junta’s image.

Neighbouring Thailand has 
since been leading an effort to 
normalise relations with My-
anmar, both bilaterally and 
through the 11-nation Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean).

The bloc has excluded Myan-
mar’s leadership from high-level 
summits since the putsch, but its 
foreign minister attended an in-

formal meeting with his regional 
counterparts last month in Thai-
land.

And Min Aung Hlaing has been 
on a diplomatic drive since swap-
ping his military uniform for civilian 
dress, visiting India, key ally China, 
and Asean member Laos in turn.

In the run-up to his Bangkok 
trip, Suu Kyi — who remains un-
der house arrest — was allowed to 
meet a representative of the In-
ternational Committee of the Red 
Cross on Monday, her fi rst publi-
cised meeting with a foreign offi  -
cial since her ouster.

Independent Myanmar analyst 
David Mathieson told AFP that 
Myanmar’s campaign for re-entry 
into Asean was a matter of “pure 
status” for Min Aung Hlaing.

But Myanmar’s leaders have 
also refused to buy into the bloc’s 
so-called “fi ve-point consensus” 
to end hostilities through dialogue 
with all sides.

“He wants to be seen as a re-
sponsible member of Asean in one 
way, then paradoxically to totally 
reject the fi ve-point consensus,” 
said Mathieson, describing it as an 
example of “zero-sum logics”.

Analysts say Bangkok has cause 
to pursue restored ties.

Fighting between Myanmar’s 
military and myriad rebel factions 
has spilled over the long border 
with Thailand, which hosts mil-
lions of refugees from Myanmar.

Thailand also has to deal with 
the presence of cyberscam net-
works and illicit drugs traffi  ckers 
in Myanmar’s volatile border-
lands.

Thailand’s Foreign Minister 
Sihasak Phuangketkeow told re-
porters on Monday that Thailand 
believed Myanmar, as well as 
Cambodia, could “do a lot more” 
to combat scam networks, and the 
issue would be raised during Min 
Aung Hlaing’s visit.

In a statement he also wel-
comed Suu Kyi’s Red Cross meet-
ing, hoping that authorities “will 
undertake further positive steps 
towards lasting peace and stability 
in Myanmar”.

Min Aung Hlaing is set to be 
welcomed by an honour guard 
at Bangkok’s Government House 
on Thursday and then meet one-
on-one with Prime Minister 
Anutin Charnvirakul, a Thai of-
ficial told AFP on condition of 
anonymity.

The Myanmar leader will also 
attend a business forum and state 

dinner, the offi  cial said, with the 
two sides expected to sign a mem-
orandum of understanding on la-
bour co-operation.

Critics say Bangkok should not 
be rolling out the red carpet for 
Min Aung Hlaing, who has been 
sanctioned by several Western 
nations and is wanted by the In-
ternational Criminal Court for 
crimes against humanity.

Campaign group Justice For 
Myanmar slammed Thailand for 
its diplomatic overtures, saying 
in a statement: “Min Aung Hlaing 
must be held accountable for his 
crimes, not awarded false legiti-
macy.”

Min Aung Hlaing. (AFP/File 
photo)

Thailand PM urges ‘calibrated 
re-engagement’ with Myanmar
Thai Prime Minister Anutin 
Charnvirakul called yesterday for 
a “calibrated re-engagement” with 
Myanmar, ahead of his scheduled 
meeting this week with Myanmar 
junta chief turned president 
Min Aung Hlaing. Anutin was 
speaking at the headquarters of 
the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (Asean) in the Indonesian 
capital Jakarta.
Anutin made the comments after 
a meeting with Asean Secretary-
General Kao Kim Hourn. He met 
Indonesian President Prabowo 
Subianto on Monday.
Myanmar was plunged into 
turmoil in February 2021 when the 
military, led by Min Aung Hlaing, 
ousted an elected government led 
by Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung 
San Suu Kyi, sparking protests that 
expanded into a protracted civil 
war, killing some 100,000 people 
and displacing millions.
In response, Asean barred 
Myanmar’s top off icials from 
attending high-level political 
summits.
Anutin said in a policy speech that 
Asean’s Myanmar peace initiative, 
known as the “Five-Point 
Consensus”, remains the bloc’s 

guiding framework to manage 
the strife. The initiative includes 
a cessation of violence and the 
delivery of humanitarian aid.
“Thailand has advocated a 
calibrated re-engagement 
approach that keeps dialogue 
open and responds to realities on 
the ground while encouraging 
concrete progress,” he said.
The approach is moving in the 
right direction after Aung San Suu 
Kyi met with a representative of 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross on Monday and 
“appears to be in good health”, 
he said.
“This has been what Thailand 
has advocated all along,” Anutin 
added. Anutin is scheduled to 
meet with Min Aung Hlaing in 
Thailand on August 6 and 7.
The Thai prime minister said 
Asean’s principles of non-
interference remain fundamental 
but “they must be applied to 
the flexibility and pragmatism 
needed to preserve unity.”
Analysts have said Asean’s 
re-engagement with Myanmar 
runs the risk of providing 
legitimacy to the military-led 
government (Reuters).

Korean president calls heatwave a 
national disaster as toll rises to 19
Reuters
Seoul

Republic of Korea’s President 
Lee Jae Myung urged yes-
terday authorities to step 

up support for people aff ected by 
a record heatwave in the country, 
calling it a national disaster after 
scorching conditions were blamed 
for 19 deaths.

Speaking at a cabinet meeting, 
Lee ordered offi  cials to take neces-
sary measures to protect the daily 
lives of people and inspect power 
systems as demand for air condi-
tioning surges.

“An even greater concern is 
that abnormal weather conditions 
make it highly likely that extreme 
weather will continue for a con-
siderable period,” said Lee, whow-
ants a major redesign of the disas-
ter response system to cope with 
the hazardous conditions.

The nation’s weather agency said 
Yangsan, a southeastern inland city 
sitting in a basin, recorded a temper-
ature of 42.5C (108.5F) on Sunday, 
the highest temperature measured 
in 122 years of weather observations.

The Korea Meteorological Ad-
ministration also issued its fi rst-
ever heatwave warning for parts of 
Seoul and neighbouring Gyeonggi 
on Monday, extending this to all of 
the capital yesterday.

A heatwave alert advises people 
to suspend outdoor activities such 
as farming, sports and work on 
construction sites.

“I have never felt heat like this so 
far here,” said Cho Sang-yeon, who 
has lived for nearly 20 years in a 
jjokbang village, an area of cheaper 
single-room housing in western 
Seoul’s Yeongdeungpo district.

Some residents have been moved 
to government-provided tempo-
rary housing equipped with air 

conditioning, though many home-
less people also live in the area.

“I feel sorry to see homeless 
people who are suff ering from the 
heat on the street,” said resident 
Son Ki-young.

Firefi ghters and other offi  cials 
had been spraying water on roads in 
the area and checking on vulnerable 
residents for heat-related illnesses, 
said Jun Hong-cheol, an offi  cial at 
Yeongdeungpo Fire Station.

The Korea Disease Control and 

Prevention Agency said yesterday 
that the death toll from the heat-
wave has risen to 19, including 13 
people aged 80 or above. Since 
May 15, 2,025 people have suf-
fered heat-related illnesses na-
tionwide, according to data from 
the weather agency. Two baseball 
games scheduled for yesterday in 
Seoul and Gwangju were cancelled 
because of the extreme heat, ac-
cording to the Korea Baseball Or-
ganisation’s website.

A farmer sets up shade cloths over his fish farm to protect the fish from intense sunlight amid a heatwave 
warning, at sea off  Tongyeong, Korea, yesterday. (Reuters)

Indonesia completes ferry fi re 
rescue operations, fi ve dead
Reuters, AFP
Surabaya

Indonesian rescuers have 
evacuated 233 of the 238 pas-
sengers and crew trapped on 

a ferry that caught fi re off  the 
country’s Madura island on Sun-
day, the search and rescue agency 
said yesterday, with the total 
death toll at fi ve.

Mohammad Syafi i, chief of the 
country’s search and rescue agen-
cy, told reporters that rescuers 
determined that the total number 
of people in the ferry’s manifest 
stood at 238, including both pas-
sengers and crew members.

Authorities said earlier on 
Monday that the total number of 
passengers and crew stood at 271.

A total of fi ve people died in the 
accident, Syafi i said.

“From the information that 
we got, all the victims wore life 
jackets. So out of 238 victims who 
jumped into the sea, we were able 
to evacuate all of them,” said Mo-
hammad, counting both survi-
vors and fatalities.

Throughout the search opera-
tion, numbers cited by offi  cials of 
passengers who had boarded the 

ferry and of those missing had 
fl uctuated wildly.

Authorities have set up a hot-
line for people to report any 
missing passengers that may not 
have not been listed on the mani-
fest, Mohammed said.

On Monday, he said rescuers 
could no longer see the ferry at 
the location it had caught fi re.

An investigation into the cause 
of the fi re is underway, Syafi i 
added.

While all the passengers and 
crew on the manifest have been 
accounted for, authorities may 
resume the search if there are 
family reports of relatives who 
have not been found, Syafi i said.

All clad in life jackets, the pas-
sengers were stranded for hours 
at sea, while some fell into the 
water from a 10-metre height, 
Syafi i said.

Indonesia, an archipelago of 
around 17,000 islands, relies 
heavily on ferries as a key mode 
of transportation, with sea routes 
more aff ordable and readily 
available than air travel.

Marine accidents are a regular 
occurrence in Indonesia partly 
due to lax safety standards and 
unpredictable weather..

Survivors react as they arrive at Tanjung Perak port after the Mutiara 
Sentosa 2 ferry caught fire off  Indonesia’s Madura island, in Surabaya, 
yesterday. (Reuters)

Japan casts military buildup as path to economic prosperity
Reuters
Tokyo

Japan’s government is portray-
ing its accelerating military 
buildup not only as a way to 

protect the country but as a route 
to greater prosperity, arguing in 
its latest defence white paper that 
arms production can support eco-
nomic growth.

The annual assessment of 
threats posed by neighbouring 
China, Russia and North Korea 
calls for Japan, constrained for 
decades by post-war restrictions 
on military activity, to harness 
technology, to fund startups and 
use more commercial compo-

nents in weapons production.
The white paper “stresses that 

investment in defence benefi ts 
the wider economy and people’s 
lives”, according to a Defence Min-
istry presentation document. That 
message aligns with Prime Minis-
ter Sanae Takaichi’s broader use of 
strategic state spending in an ef-
fort to drive economic growth.

The pitch is reinforced by the 
document’s anime-style cover, 
which depicts a smiling family in a 
gleaming cityscape rather than the 
troops, weapons and military in-
signia featured on many previous 
editions. A Defence Ministry of-
fi cial said the design was intended 
to convey a “futuristic image”.

The link between defence and 

future prosperity comes as Takai-
chi’s administration prepares a 
new national security strategy. 
Military experts expect it to call 
for further spending increases 
aimed primarily at deterring Chi-
na from starting a confl ict with 
Taiwan that could also draw Japan 
into a prolonged war.

“China’s military activities and 
other actions are a matter of seri-
ous concern to Japan and the in-
ternational community, and rep-
resent Japan’s greatest strategic 
challenge,” the white paper said.

In a statement yesterday, Chi-

na’s Defence Ministry spokesper-
son Chen Xi said the white paper 
was “fi lled with false narratives” 
hyping up the so-called China 
threat. “We are strongly dissatis-
fi ed with this and fi rmly oppose 
it,” he said.

Chen accused Japan of fi nd-
ing excuses for loosening military 
restrictions and called on Tokyo 
to refl ect on its history of aggres-
sion and not go further down the 
“wrong path of remilitarisation”.

Ties between Japan and China 
sank to their worst level in years 
after Takaichi said in November 

that Japan could deploy its Self-
Defence Forces if any Chinese at-
tack on Taiwan also threatened 
Japan’s survival, with Beijing de-
manding that she retract what it 
called an “egregious” remark.

Chen yesterday also warned To-
kyo to not interfere in China’s in-
ternal aff airs.

Tokyo has assembled a patch-
work of tax increases, spending 
reforms and one-off  revenues to 
fi nance Japan’s largest military 
buildup since World War Two, 
which has pushed defence-related 
spending to 2% of gross domestic 
product.

But Takaichi has yet to explain 
clearly how she would pay for a 
further expansion without add-

ing pressure on Japan’s already 
stretched public fi nances.

Her government secured a 
record 122.3tn yen budget for 
the year to March 2027 and later 
added a 3.1tn yen supplementary 
package to cushion households 
and businesses from higher energy 
costs, underscoring the compet-
ing demands on the public purse.

Much of the new defence 
spending so far has gone on mis-
siles capable of striking targets 
more than 1,000km (620 miles) 
away. A signifi cant share of any 
further increase is expected to 
go toward drones and other un-
manned weapons of the kind de-
ployed extensively by Ukraine in 
its war with Russia.

The white paper “stresses that investment in 
defence benefi ts the wider economy,  people’s lives”

Indonesia arrests second 
Malaysian for drug smuggling
Indonesian authorities have arrested a second Malaysian in days for 
allegedly smuggling methamphetamine and ecstasy into the country.
A 22-year-old identified only as “DI” was detained in Surabaya, Indonesia’s 
second-largest city, on Monday shortly after landing on a flight from 
Kuala Lumpur, airport security task force head Novi Manunggal 
said in a statement. Acting on a tipoff , off icials at the airport found 
“methamphetamine and ecstasy pills attached to the suspect’s body”. “DI” 
was found with four packs, or 990 grams (34.9 ounces), of crystal meth and 
four packets containing 1,089 ecstasy pills, he said. (AFP)

Suspected heatstroke kills three lions at Japan zoo

Three lions at a Tokyo zoo have died from 
suspected heatstroke and others are un-
der treatment, a spokeswoman said yes-

terday, with the big cats struggling with high 
humidity.

Japan sweltered through its hottest summer 
on record last year and parts of the country 
have hit 40C in recent weeks, qualifying for 
the new designation “cruelly hot day”, with 
thousands of people hospitalised.

Ten of the 16 lions in Tama Zoological Park 
have suff ered symptoms such as “loss of ap-
petite and decreased activity” since mid-July, 
and three lionesses died, the zoo said in a 
statement.

One three-year-old female died yesterday, 
another aged 11 died on Friday, and the third on 
Sunday aged 15.

The Tama Zoological Park said the lion en-
closure, where visitors can normally be driven 
around in zebra-pattern “safari” buses, was 
closed to the public until further notice.

“According to our veterinarian, the cause of 
the deaths is suspected to be heatstroke” be-
cause dehydration and multiple organ failure 
were observed, a spokeswoman told AFP.

“Even though lions are thought to be resist-

ant to heat, zoo keepers have been strength-
ening countermeasures to cope with Japan’s 
summer heat in recent years. Heat here comes 
with high humidity; that is diff erent from heat 
with dry air in Africa,” she said.

The spokeswoman said the heat “arrived 
suddenly” this summer after the rainy season 
ended in late July.

“We are strengthening measures against 
the heat (further), sprinkling water, improv-
ing ventilation and installing spot air condi-
tioners,” she said. Several lions are still being 
treated, she added.

Animal rights group PETA said the lions 
named Mugi, Ichigo and Luena “were born, lived, 
and died in confi nement, deprived of everything 
that makes life worth living for a wild animal”.

“Zoos are not rescues or sanctuaries; they 
exist to display animals for profi t, not to put 
animals’ needs fi rst,” PETA said in a statement.

Close to 18,600 people were taken to hospital 
for heatstroke between July 20 and 26. (AFP)

Fifteen-year-old female lion Luena, one of 
three lions in Tama Zoological Park that died 
recently due to suspected heat-related illness, 
in Tokyo. (Reuters/File photo)
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India’s Gen Z party resists lure 
of election after rattling Modi
Reuters
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar

India’s Gen-Z Cockroach Janta 
Party (CJP), whose recent pro-
test against exam paper leaks 

claimed a rare ministerial scalp, 
has no immediate plans to enter 
electoral politics, its founder told 
Reuters yesterday.

Abhijeet Dipke spearheaded 
demonstrations that spread na-
tionwide from Delhi, forcing 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
education minister to resign, and 
spotlighting young people’s wor-
ries about high jobless rates de-
spite rapid economic growth.

“We want to consult Gen Z on 
the issues they want us to focus 
on,” Dipke said in an interview at 
his home in the western state of 
Maharashtra, adding that sup-
porters would meet for two days 
from today to decide their next 
steps.

“The purpose will be to form 
the agenda for the CJP and discuss 
how we can take this social move-
ment forward,” said Dipke, as he 
posed for photographs with visi-
tors streaming into his two-storey 
family home.

He ruled out an immediate move 
into electoral politics, but said he 
would consider forming a party if 
“a majority of the people” wanted 
it, contesting elections later in re-
sponse to public demand.

“In India, I don’t think that 
forming a political party is a so-
lution right now,” Dipke added. 
“What India needs is a public 
movement which will fi ght to 
bring back the trust and account-
ability in all the institutions.”

For now, he said, the CJP’s focus 
would be on amplifying the con-
cerns of young Indians, many of 
whom he said had lost faith in the 
country’s politicians, courts and 
media.

“It’s really important to consult 
these young people and under-
stand what they actually need,” 
added Dipke, who was recovering 
from typhoid caught during the 
sit-in protest in Delhi.

After the 36-day protest, Dipke 
returned to his home town of 
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, to be 
greeted by hundreds of supporters 
carrying bouquets lined up on the 
fl oor of his home.

Since his return in June follow-
ing studies in the US, Dipke become 
a sensation after his call to protest 
against medical exam leaks drew 
tens of thousands of young people 
into the streets of Delhi last month.

In its wake, the government 
has backed harsher legal penal-
ties against exam leaks and set up 
a panel to review the examination 
system.

Dipke said he did not want to 
form a political party right away as 

he feared the government would 
try to discredit it by launching in-
vestigations against its leaders.

He also ruled out supporting 
any political party, despite eff orts 
by India’s opposition to exploit the 
rare opening off ered by the pro-
tests against Modi.

Analysts say elections next year 
could off er the fi rst test of young 
Indians’ anger as they cast ballots in 
the country’s most populous state 
of northern Uttar Pradesh, as well in 
the breadbasket state of Punjab and 
Modi’s home state of Gujarat.

But wider general elections in 
2029 could present a bigger risk 
for Modi if the CJP turns itself into 
a party, analysts say.

Abhijeet Dipke, head of the CJP, meets people at his home in Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, yesterday. (Reuters)

Ethanol blends spark fury 
among Indian motorists

AFP
New Delhi

India’s aggressive drive to ex-
pand ethanol-blended petrol 
is facing growing resistance, 

with a protest march yesterday 
demanding the government re-
think its decision to make E20 fuel 
the national standard.

Opposition leader Arvind Ke-
jriwal marched towards Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s resi-
dence carrying petitions signed 
by more than 200,000 people, 
but was stopped by police before 
reaching his destination.

India, the world’s third-larg-
est auto market, says the biofuel 
move is helping curb dependence 
on imported crude and boost farm 
incomes.

But motorists have voiced con-
cerns over vehicle performance, 
and the government’s campaign 
has upset India’s vast middle class 
— a key voter base for Modi, who 
worry that they are being forced 
to shoulder the costs of the tran-
sition.

AFP breaks down the speed 
bumps on India’s fuel blending 
road.

E20, the fuel at the centre of the 
controversy, is essentially petrol 
mixed with 20% ethanol — which 
is produced largely from sugar-
cane.

India has fl irted with the idea 
of biofuels for decades, prima-
rily because it depends on other 
countries for over 80% of its 
crude oil requirements.

Over the last decade, Modi’s gov-
ernment has accelerated the biofuel 
programme, with ethanol blending 
going from less than 1.5% in 2013-
14 to 20% in 2025-26.

This has allowed India to save 

roughly $20bn in foreign ex-
change since 2014-15 and boosted 
farmer incomes by $16.4bn in the 
same period, government fi gures 
show.

Many motorists fear that the 
E20 petrol blend will harm en-
gines and raise maintenance costs 
in vehicles designed for lower eth-
anol blends.

A fl urry of videos showcasing 
alleged damage to vehicle parts 
and drops in mileage have gone 
viral on social media in recent 
months.

Political analyst Tehseen Poon-
awalla, who led a street protest 
against E20 last month, has ac-
cused the government of rush-
ing the nationwide rollout while 
dismissing legitimate public con-
cerns.

The government has acknowl-
edged that E20 could lead to a 
small dip in fuel effi  ciency — in 
the range of 3% to 5% — but has 
rejected allegations of engine 
damage.

Junior Oil Minister Suresh Gopi 
told parliament last week that 
more than 200mn two-wheelers 
and 300mn cars had operated on 
E20 without any “verifi ed evi-
dence of widespread engine fail-
ures or vehicle breakdowns”.

The government has also cited 
manufacturer data over the last 
year to state that “no E20-linked 
corrosion, abnormal wear or re-
duction in component life” was 
reported, even in vehicles not 
originally designed for the blend.

India’s road transport minister, 
Nitin Gadkari, has cited a study 
that suggested some older vehi-
cles may require replacement of 
rubber components and gaskets, 
but argued such work could be 
“easily managed during routine 
servicing”.

Bangladesh warns media against airing 
Hasina’s planned address from India
Reuters
Dhaka/New Delhi

Bangladesh warned the country’s media 
not to publicise the statements of exiled 
former prime minister Sheikh Hasina 

who is due to give a virtual address today from 
India to mark the second anniversary of the up-
rising that ousted her.

Hasina has remained in India since the stu-
dent-led protests toppled her government in 
2024. She was sentenced to death in 2025 for 
crimes against humanity over her crackdown on 
the demonstrations, a verdict she has dismissed 
as legally void.

The 78-year-old is due to make her fi rst pub-
lic appearance, albeit by video link, since she 
fl ed Dhaka, at an event hosted by the Foreign 
Correspondents’ Club of South Asia in New 

Delhi alongside her son, Sajeeb Wazed Joy, and 
other speakers.

Hasina’s aides have not shared details of the 
contents of her address, but the former premier 
told Reuters last month that she and party col-
leagues plan to return from exile around Decem-
ber and present themselves in court, a move that 
would test how Bangladesh’s new government 
handles its most prominent political opponent.T

Information Adviser Zahed Ur Rahman warned 
Bangladeshi media yesterday that announcing or 
publicising Hasina’s planned speech would vio-
late a December 2024 order by Bangladesh’s In-
ternational Crimes Tribunal that prohibits media 
outlets and social media platforms from publish-
ing or broadcasting Hasina’s speeches, state-
ments, interviews, and audio or video messages.

Hasina aide Abu Obaidha Arin said the 
event would go ahead, adding that Dhaka’s 
“efforts to silence dissent cannot extinguish 

voices” beyond the country’s borders.
Bangladesh had asked New Delhi to clarify its 

stance on Hasina’s planned address, warning 
India that allowing political activities by a fugi-
tive could hurt improving bilateral ties.

Indian foreign ministry spokesperson Ran-
dhir Jaiswal said today’s event was being organ-
ised by a private media entity.

“The government has no involvement what-
soever in it, neither does it endorse any views 
that may be expressed at the forum,” he told a 
regular media briefi ng.

The fresh tension between the neighbours 
comes as Dhaka continues to seek Hasina’s ex-
tradition from India.

Bangladesh’s State Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs Shama Obaed Islam said Bangladesh had 
repeatedly conveyed its concerns to India over 
Hasina and other Awami League leaders making 
political statements from Indian soil.

Britain’s Royal Mint strikes gold in electronic waste
AFP
Llantrisant

At the heart of Britain’s coin factory, 
old Bank of England telephones are 
stripped down and dipped into gi-

ant vats to recover a hidden treasure: the 
gold in their circuits.

Behind barbed wire and coded security 
gates at its site near Cardiff  in Wales, the 
Royal Mint — the state-owned maker of 
British coins as well as medals — is turning 
electronic waste into luxury jewellery.

The initiative remains unusual in a sec-
tor where much electronic waste never 
reaches proper recycling facilities.

Opened two years ago, the plant can 
process around 4,000 tonnes of electronic 
waste a year, containing “about 400 kilos 
of gold”, said the Mint’s development di-
rector, Sean Millard.

Behind him, a largely automated line of 
chemical vats is off  limits to cameras be-
cause the process is patented by a Cana-
dian company, Excir.

Each Bank of England offi  ce phone 
recycled here contains around 30 mil-
ligrammes of gold, worth around three 
pounds ($4.00) at current prices. A mod-
ern smartphone contains roughly four 
pounds’ worth of the metal.

Gold is prized in electronic circuits be-
cause it conducts electricity well and does 
not corrode.

But its chemical stability also makes it 
diffi  cult to recover from electronic waste.

Unlike many recyclers, which melt elec-
tronic waste in bulk, the Royal Mint dis-
mantles devices fi rst.

Copper, tantalum and even the plastic 
from circuit boards are sorted and sold to 
specialist recyclers.

Gold is traditionally recovered either by 
smelting at very high temperatures or by 
using corrosive acid mixtures that gener-
ate hazardous waste.

Instead, the Royal Mint uses a process 
that dissolves the gold at room tempera-
ture.

“There’s no external energy input and it 
can be reused for batch after batch of feed-

stock,” said Kate Griffi  ths, a chemical ana-
lyst at the Royal Mint.

Once refi ned to improve its purity, the 
extracted gold is used to make jewellery for 
the Royal Mint’s “886” brand, which refers 
to the date the institution was founded.

The mint also uses recycled silver, some 
of it extracted from old radios supplied by 
British hospitals.

In the jewellery workshop, quieter than 
the Royal Mint’s coin-pressing halls where 
he used to work, 63-year-old John Powell 
carefully polishes a ring.

“I wouldn’t be able to tell you whether 
I’m working with the recycled or the nor-
mal,” he said.

“When the price of gold is really high, 
the cost of processing the waste to recover 
the gold is irrelevant,” making alternative 
solutions commercially viable, said Jason 
Hallett, a professor of sustainable chemi-
cal technology at Imperial College Lon-
don.

“It’s a win-win,” he said, as long as the 
extraction processes do not send energy 
consumption or emissions soaring.

A worker removing silver bullion bars from a string tool at The Royal Mint in Llantrisant, 
south Wales. (AFP)

Nepal mountaineers mourn ‘lost generation’ in Pakistan avalanche
AFP
Kathmandu

Hundreds of Nepalis held a 
candlelight vigil yester-
day honouring 10 climbers 

killed in an avalanche on Pakistan’s 
Broad Peak, as rescuers battled 
treacherous conditions to recover 
the remaining bodies.

World-renowned British-
Nepali climber Nirmal Purja, 43, 
was among the victims along with 
six elite Nepali guides, killed in the 
avalanche on Thursday.

“Nepal has lost a generation of 
accomplished mountaineers,” said 
Tul Singh Gurung, president of 
Nepal National Mountain Guide 
Association.

The gathering observed a 
minute’s silence in their memory, 
in front of a banner with photo-
graphs of the 10 climbers.

At the centre, candles were ar-
ranged in the shape of Nepal’s na-
tional fl ag, fl ickering in the dusk.

“This is a big loss for our moun-
taineering sector,” said Man Raj 
Gurung, an international moun-
tain guide.

“I think it might take years for us 
to see such climbers again, because 
not everyone will be willing to take 
on such a risky job.”

In 2019, Purja stunned the 
climbing fraternity by scaling the 
world’s 14 highest peaks in just 
over six months, shattering the 
previous record of seven years.

His feat was later chronicled in 
a Netfl ix documentary, helping in-
spire a new generation of climbers 
and elevating Nepal’s profi le in a 
sport long dominated by Western 
adventurers.

Two years later, he was part of the 
historic all-Nepali team that com-
pleted the fi rst winter ascent of K2, 
the world’s second-highest moun-
tain and one of mountaineering’s 
most dangerous challenges.

Purja is widely credited with re-
shaping modern mountaineering, 
championing the role of Nepali 

guides and pushing the boundaries 
of high-altitude expeditions.

In his hometown in Ramnagar in 
southern Nepal, where his brother 

lives with his family, people have 
been coming to grieve and pay 
tribute around a framed photo-
graph of Purja.

Mourners light candles before the portraits of mountaineer Nirmal Purja 
and his companions, who were killed in an avalanche in Pakistan, during 
a memorial ceremony in Kathmandu yesterday. (AFP)

Antarctic cold snap sweeps 

New Zealand’s South Island

Reuters
Sydney

An Antarctic polar blast 
swept across parts of New 
Zealand’s South Island 

yesterday, bringing snow to sea 
level and icy temperatures that 
forced road closures and dis-
rupted schools.

Snow blanketed Dunedin, the 
South Island’s second-largest 
city, prompting police to urge 
residents to avoid travel unless 
absolutely necessary because of 
icy roads.

“Police have received a 
number of reports of crashes 
across Dunedin this morning, 
with some vehicles sliding off  
the road. Thankfully, there have 

been no injuries,” New Zealand 
Police said in a social media post.

Skiers and snow boarders 
took advantage of the snowfall 
by descending Dunedin’s Bald-
win Street, billed as the world’s 
steepest residential street, local 
media reported. Further north, 
snow was visible on the sand at 
Christchurch’s New Brighton 
Beach.

Snowfall is uncommon in 
Dunedin, particularly at sea 
level, although the city’s hill 
suburbs can receive snow during 
severe cold outbreaks.

All bus services in the city were 
cancelled, authorities said, while 
ferry services between New Zea-
land’s North and South islands 
were suspended because of strong 
winds and heavy swells.

Projectile sinks Indian ship near 
Yemeni waters: Indian minister 
A projectile struck an Indian-flagged vessel near Yemen, causing 
it to capsize and sink, but all 14 seafarers on board were rescued, 
India’s shipping minister Sarbananda Sonowal said yesterday in a 
post on X.
All 14 crew members, including 13 Indians, were rescued by the 
Yemeni Coast Guard and taken to the Port of Mokha, Sonowal said.
The commercial vessel, MSV Faize Noore Oliya, sank in the Red Sea 
off  the coast of Yemen on August 4, India’s Foreign Ministry said, 
adding that it is co-ordinating with the Yemeni authorities over this 
incident.
Indian refiners have switched to cargoes from the Middle East on a 
delivered basis since the Houthi attacks on several Saudi tankers.
Red Sea traff ic has been disrupted off  the coast of Yemen by the 
Tehran-aligned Houthis, who want to blockade Saudi exports, 
expanding the US-Iran conflict that has already choked oil supply 
through the Strait of Hormuz. (Reuters)
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The complex, rapidly evolving fi eld of artifi cial 
intelligence has for long raises legal, security 
and civil rights concerns. Of late, OpenAI 

has discovered a number of instances in which 
autonomous agents escaped containment as the 
company expands its investigation of the hacking 
incident at tech fi rm Hugging Face that drew global 
attention. 

The escapes, however, were said to be limited in 
nature and that none of the agents were thought to 
have left OpenAI’s network. Anthropic’s AI models 
also gained unauthorised access” to three outside 
organisations during testing that was supposed to keep 
them away from “real-world” systems, the company 
said last week.

The announcement came just days after rival 
OpenAI fi rst revealed that its models improperly 
accessed the internet and went rogue during security 
testing. Anthropic evaluated more than 141,000 
“evaluation runs” and found that three diff erent 

versions of its model, known as Claude, improperly 
accessed the systems of three unnamed organisations.

Unlike the incident involving OpenAI’s technology, 
Anthropic’s models had access to the internet “due 
to a misunderstanding between us and our evaluation 
partner,” called Irregular, according to Anthropic. 
Rogue AI agents are autonomous systems that break 
out of restricted testing sandboxes or deviate from 
their intended rules to execute unauthorised actions 
like hacking. 

OpenAI and Anthropic have both released their most 
powerful models this year, known as Sol and Mythos, 
respectively, boosting concerns across the industry 
about safety and security.

Those concerns revolve around so-called AI agents, 
which are software products that are designed to 
perform tasks autonomously. The discovery of rogue 
behaviour at OpenAI and Anthropic, even if limited 
in nature, could feed growing appetite for regulation 
coming out of the White House and elsewhere. 

The Trump administration has fi nalised the details 
of voluntary cybersecurity tests to measure the hacking 
capabilities of the most advanced US AI models, a 
White House offi  cial said on Monday.

President Donald Trump’s team will discuss 
the tests with relevant technology companies, the 
White House offi  cial said.  Britain’s data watchdog 
has also said it was monitoring “developments 
closely” relating to OpenAI and Anthropic. Rogue 
behaviour by AI agents usually stems from technical 
and architectural vulnerabilities such as “reward 
misalignment’ where the agent takes its core 
objective literally and determines that breaking its 
sandbox or hacking an external resource is the most 
effi  cient path to success. 

Giving agents broad system access, execution 
privileges, and persistent memory also allows them 
to alter fi les or execute commands without human 
oversight. The Open Web Application Security Project 
(OWASP) outlines some safeguards such as limiting 

agent capabilities exclusively to safe actions and 
completely banning write permissions, fi le system 
adjustments, or code execution unless heavily audited.

Forbidding testing environments from having 
outbound internet egress by default also prevents 
agents from making external API (application 
programming interface) calls.

Under US civil and criminal law, unauthorised 
access to a computer system is an off ense.

Already at work in products as diverse as 
toothbrushes and drones, systems based on AI 
have the potential to revolutionise industries from 
healthcare to logistics. But replacing human judgment 
with machine learning carries its risks, too. Even if 
the ultimate worry — fast-learning AI agents going 
rogue and trying to destroy humanity — remains in the 
realm of fi ction, there already are concerns that bots 
doing the work of people can spread misinformation, 
amplify bias, corrupt the integrity of tests and violate 
people’s privacy.

Runaway agents: Rogue hackings add to widening AI safety concerns

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi gives a certification of the People’s Honour Award to 
Japanese speed skater Miho Takagi during a ceremony at the prime minister’s off ice in Tokyo, Japan, 
yesterday. (Reuters)

By Joey Roulette
Washington

SpaceX is increasingly 
reserving space on its rockets 
to launch its own Starlink 
satellites, crowding out rival 

space companies that have long 
depended on Elon Musk’s company 
to get their payloads into orbit.

Starlink’s share of SpaceX 
missions has grown year after year, 
rising from 54% of the Falcon 9 
rocket’s manifest in 2020 to about 
79% so far in 2026, according 
to a Reuters analysis of launch 
data compiled by astrophysicist 
Jonathan McDowell.

In recent months, at least seven 
spacecraft companies have been 
told that Falcon 9 is fully booked 
for all types of missions until 
2028 or 2029, eight sources told 
Reuters. They added that the 
bottleneck is driven by SpaceX’s 
plans to transition to the new 
Starship rocket, designed to be fully 
reusable and cheaper than Falcon 
9. Starlink’s growing percentage 
of SpaceX launches refl ects an 
economic reality. 

Analysts estimate that a single 
Starlink mission using Starship 
could bring in tens of millions of 
dollars more in revenue for SpaceX 
than launching a commercial 
customer’s payload to space. 
That calculation is based on the 
expected returns of adding more 
satellites to Starlink’s network. 
The unit is critical to SpaceX’s 
success, accounting for 60% of its 
revenue last year. Even as SpaceX 
transitions to the Starship rocket, 
the company’s Nasa obligations and 
its plans for Starlink are likely to 
occupy most of its launches.

SpaceX did not respond to Reuters 
requests for comment. The company 
has said it is targeting late 2026 for 
Starship’s fi rst orbital mission, which 
will deploy a batch of SpaceX’s 
next-generation Starlink satellites. 
Starlink, which has deployed more 
than 10,000 satellites, brought in 
$11.4bn in revenue in 2025, while 
SpaceX earned $4.1bn from its space 
and launch business.

“SpaceX has a scarce resource, 
which is their own launch 
capacity,” said Akhil Rao, chief 
economist at space industry 
research fi rm Rational Futures and 
a former NASA employee.

“If they were to use the same 
launch capacity for an external 
customer, then they are, in a sense, 
giving up the profi ts that they could 
have earned by fl ying their own 
internal satellites.”

There are well over 500 
companies building spacecraft or 
operating satellites in space that 
make up US demand for rocket 
launches, representing some $50bn 
in capital investment since 2000, 
BryceTech senior analyst Phil 
Smith said. SpaceX, which went 
public in June, has said it will use 
Starship to expand Starlink and, 
eventually, launch up to 1 million 
solar-powered satellites engineered 
as orbital AI data centers.

Nasa also has a deal with SpaceX 
to use Starship as a moon lander as 
soon as 2028. The Nasa contract 
involves dozens of in-space refueling 
fl ights and tests with Starship. 
Though SpaceX has already booked 
some commercial customers on 
Starship, its Nasa obligations and 
its own satellite goals could leave 
little room for customers in the fi rst 
few years of the operational launch 
schedule, experts said.

“Elon could make Starship widely 

commercially available and let 
everyone ride on it for super-cheap, 
but I don’t know why they would 
do that,” said one satellite executive 
who has had diffi  culty booking 
Falcon 9 this year. “If the AI market 
is anywhere close to what they’re 
projecting, the opportunity cost 
of not fl ying data centres is just 
immense,” the executive said.

SpaceX said in its IPO prospectus 
that it “may prioritize our own 
launch payloads over additional US 
government contracts or third-
party customers.”

The Falcon 9 has been a workhorse 
for much of the US space industry, 
thanks to its reusable fi rst-stage 
booster and speedy launch rate. 
But its price has risen from around 
$54mn in 2013 to roughly $74mn 
today. A vertically integrated 
SpaceX focused on launching its 
own satellites could further raise the 
cost of space access and squeeze out 
dozens of smaller players building 
spacecraft without an orbital-class 
rocket of their own, analysts said.

“There’s nothing anywhere in the 
industry that says launch prices are 
going to drop, or that it’s even going 
to be available at scale anytime in 
the future,” said another satellite 
executive who was unable to book a 
Falcon mission. “The valley of death 
is going to get a hell of a lot deeper 
for space companies in general,” the 
executive said, adding that young 

startups could face particularly 
strong headwinds.

Other launch companies have 
struggled to match SpaceX’s 
reusability advantage or launch rate 
with Falcon 9, which has achieved 
35 reuses of a single booster. Blue 
Origin’s New Glenn, a long-awaited 
reusable challenger to Falcon 9, 
exploded on a launchpad in May and 
will be grounded at least until the 
year’s end. United Launch Alliance’s 
Vulcan rocket has been grounded 
since February over a booster issue. 
ULA, a joint venture between 
Boeing and Lockheed Martin, is the 
main launch provider for Amazon’s 
Leo network, a budding rival to 
Starlink.

Rocket Lab, which is second to 
SpaceX in launch rate, is developing 
a fully reusable rocket called 
Neutron and is in the process of 
buying satellite communications 
fi rm Iridium for $8bn.

Without Rocket Lab, Iridium 
would have to spend billions on 
rocket launches to get its next-
generation satellites to space.

“Now, we can envision doing it 
more cost eff ectively and faster, 
which means more cash to generate 
for ourselves and invest in other 
services and businesses,” Iridium 
CEO Matt Desch told Reuters. If 
Starlink “was spending the 10, 15, 20 
billion dollars with someone else to 
launch those satellites, I don’t think 
they would exist today,” he added.

Rocket Lab also sells satellite 
components, such as solar panels, 
and said revenue from that business 
started surpassing that from its 
launch business years ago. But the 
company has a fi nancial interest in 
keeping launch customers happy 
because it also supplies them with 
satellite components.

“Our business model is just 
diff erent to SpaceX - we set out 
from the beginning to provide 
merchant components and systems 
to our customers,” Rocket Lab 
CEO Peter Beck said. “If nobody 
can launch anything, all of those 
components businesses dry up 
too. So we’re very self-interested 
to make sure that everybody else 
launches.” — Reuters

SpaceX’s ambitions squeeze 
out rivals reliant on its rockets D

omestic insurers are expected to absorb most of 
the losses from Europe’s worst wildfire season in 
recent history, but the blazes are also raising a 

bigger question: who will pay as climate-driven disasters 
become more frequent and destructive? Authorities 
have evacuated about 220,000 people in France as 
unprecedented wildfires burn across the country. Fires 
have also swept through Spain and Greece, fuelling 
concerns about rising insurance costs and widening gaps 
in protection against climate-related risks. France’s total 
losses could reach €10bn to €15bn ($11.5bn to $17.3 bn), 
with insured losses running into several billion euros, 
according to credit ratings agency Morningstar DBRS.
While manageable for the industry, analysts say the fires 
could off er a glimpse of the challenges ahead if blazes 
increasingly threaten densely populated areas.
“This might be a real threat to the industry if you have a 
wildfire out of control, reaching a medium-sized city like 
Bordeaux,” said Marcos Alvarez, managing director at 
Morningstar DBRS. 
“That is a completely diff erent scale of losses.” While far 
below the roughly $40bn in insured losses generated by 
California’s Palisades Fire in 2025, the French fires could 
still become the country’s costliest wildfire event on 
record.
Alongside damage to homes and businesses, insurers 
expect claims linked to mass evacuations that prevented 
residents from accessing their properties, as well as knock-
on eff ects such as business interruption, supply-chain 
disruption and utility outages.
For now, private insurers are expected to shoulder most 
of the recovery bill. Unlike floods and droughts, wildfires 
are not covered by France’s state-backed natural disaster 
compensation scheme.
Fitch Ratings said in a research note last week that 
the impact on insurers’ 2026 earnings should remain 
limited, provided fires do not spread to major residential, 
commercial or industrial areas.
Last week, The Insurer reported that France’s insurers 
had agreed emergency measures allowing policyholders 
evacuated because of wildfires near Bordeaux to stay in 
hotels for up to three weeks at their insurer’s expense.
Those measures helped Nicolas Mulac, a pharmacist from 
Marcheprime near Bordeaux, who fled his house with 
his partner on July 24 as a fire approached. Although his 
house escaped damage, Mulac filed a claim to recover 
accommodation and food costs and described the process 
as “very straightforward”.
The fires have renewed attention on Europe’s “protection 
gap” — the diff erence between total losses from disasters 
and the amount covered by insurance. Spain’s 2025 
wildfires caused close to €5bn in damage but “well 
under” €1bn of that was insured, said Tyson Vickery, 
global placement leader at insurance broker Marsh in 
Zurich.
The European Central Bank and the European Union’s 
insurance regulator have warned that only a quarter of 
losses from climate-related catastrophes between 1980 
and 2024 were insured. 
Wildfire insurance is also less developed in Europe than in 
the United States. — Reuters

Europe’s wildfire 
season brings to light 
climate insurance gap

SpaceX’s Starship rocket launches from Starbase during its second test 
flight in Boca Chica, Texas, in this file picture. (AFP)
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Ukraine’s Fire Point starts to integrate European tech into missile defence system

Reuters
Kyiv

Ukrainian drone and mis-
sile maker Fire Point has 
secured agreements from 

over a dozen European defence 
companies to provide radar, guid-
ance and other systems for the 
Freyja missile defence project, and 
is starting to integrate the various 
systems, its CEO has said.

Ukraine had urgently sought 
partners to develop a weapon ca-
pable of stopping Russia’s bal-
listic missiles. The pan-European 
project was launched offi  cially 
in Paris last month by 10 gov-
ernments and 12 defence fi rms 
— including Eurosam, Leonardo, 
Thales and SAAB.

Kyiv currently relies on the 
US-made Patriot system to down 
ballistic missiles that fl y at sev-
eral times the speed of sound, but 

global shortages of its interceptor 
missiles, exacerbated by the war in 
Iran, have left Ukraine exposed.

“Pretty much everything is 
agreed,” CEO Iryna Terekh told Re-
uters, saying 13 industrial partners 
had already joined. Fire Point aims 
to achieve its fi rst successful inter-
ception by mid-2027, she added.

The Ukrainian company is pro-
viding the FP7.X — a faster version 
of its FP7 ballistic missile — as the 
interceptor and is now integrat-
ing that with the guidance system, 
known as a seeker, Terekh said:

“Right now we are in the most 
intense and also in the most com-
plicated stage of fi nally assembling 
everything together with surveil-
lance radars, with tracking radars, 
with the seekers.”

Norway’s Kongsberg is working 
on the command centre integrat-
ing the various systems. The com-
pany did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment.

Industry publications have re-
ported that Germany’s Diehl De-
fence — which produces a seeker 
for its own IRIS-T air defence sys-
tem — will provide the guidance 
system.

A Diehl spokesperson confi rmed 
the fi rm was in talks with Fire Point 
but declined to discuss details. 
Terekh declined to comment.

Fire Point aims to produce a 
ballistic interceptor for less than 
€1mn ($1.2mn) per missile, Terekh 
said — a quarter to a sixth of the 
cost of a Patriot.

“We’re trying to squeeze a pro-
gram that usually takes 20 or 30 
years into a matter of a couple of 
years,” Terekh said, adding that 
there had been at least fi ve tests of 
the interceptor missile.

The project would use open-
source architecture and allow dif-
ferent options to swapped in and 
out — such as a Weibel radar for 
one made by Saab, according to 

Ukrainian offi  cials.
The number of industrial part-

ners could rise to around 20, which 
would increase production capac-
ity, Terekh said. She added Fire 
Point was in talks with Ukrainian 
state-owned missile makers, but 
declined to name them.

Terekh said the participating 
companies would fi nance research 
and development until a minimum 
viable product (MVP) was reached 
— which she said would mean the 
successful interception of a ballis-
tic missile. “We expect the launch-
er to have from four to six missiles. 
So if from one batch there was an 
interception of a ballistic missile 
for MVP, this would be a wonder-
ful result,” Terekh said.

A missile gets through only if 
all the interceptors in a launcher 
miss. Keeping the probability of 
six misses in a row below 5% — an 
industry standard — requires each 
interceptor to hit roughly 40% 

of the time, according to Fabian 
Hoff mann, missile expert at the 
Norwegian Institute for Defence 
Studies. If it could really be done 
for €1mn, it would be “pretty im-
pressive”, and “very cheap”, Hoff -
mann said.

The FP7 missile has an attack 
variant that can be used to strike 
ground targets. This has under-
gone about 15 test launches and is 
now being certifi ed by the Ukrain-
ian Defence Ministry, which she 
expected to take two to four more 
weeks.

Fire Point aims for fi rst combat 
use of this version in early autumn, 
and late autumn for the much larg-
er FP9 ballistic missile, which it 
says will be able to reach Moscow.

Terekh said the FP7’s archi-
tecture was based on Soviet-era 
designs for the S300 and S400 
interceptors, but that Fire Point’s 
missile now shared only 20% simi-
larity with those weapons.

In a recent interview, Fire Point 
co-founder Denys Shtilierman 
said the Soviet plans had been pro-
cured as a favour by Timur Min-
dich, a former business associate 
of President Volodymyr Zelensky 
who faces charges of corruption 
and is now a fugitive in Israel.

Fire Point says it declined an of-
fer from Mindich to buy a stake in 
the company.

Fire Point is pressing ahead 
with building its own engine for 
its FP5 cruise missile, known as 
the Flamingo, which has hit sev-
eral prominent military targets in 
Russia this year.  It had been using 
second-hand jet engines.

But these are getting harder and 
harder to fi nd, so Fire Point is as-
sembling the fi rst 10 units of its 
own prototype. “As soon as we’re 
happy with the results of tests of 
these test engines, there’ll defi -
nitely be many more Flamingos,” 
Terekh said.

Over 170 migrants rescued in French waters 
after boat catches fi re during Channel crossing
AFP
Boulogne-sur-Mer, France

Migrants wrapped in red 
blankets stepped off  a 
rescue ship in France 

yesterday, an AFP reporter said, 
after French and British authori-
ties saved 173 people whose boat 
caught fi re as they tried to cross 
the Channel.

It was one of the largest rescue 
operations reported since records 
began in 2018 of such dangerous 
sea journeys from France to the 
United Kingdom.

“A small boat caught fi re on the 
boundary between French and 
British waters, forcing its occu-
pants to jump overboard” yester-
day morning, the prefect’s offi  ce 
in France’s Pas-de-Calais region 
said.

French maritime authorities lat-
er yesterday revised the number of 
people rescued to 173 from an ear-
lier fi gure of 157.

Rescue services offi  cial Thierry 
Darras said some had sustained 
burns, grazes or bruises, but no se-
rious injuries.

They had left the coastal village 
of Veules-les-Roses in Normandy 
on Monday, French maritime au-
thorities said.

A spokesman for the British 
coastguard said UK vessels and a 
lifeboat were assisting after “a ves-
sel caught fi re earlier this morn-

ing” in French waters.
The Royal National Lifeboat 

Institution charity said it had 
launched a boat to help at 6:00am.

France has long been a launch-
pad for migrants without visas 
hoping to cross the Channel to 
start a better life in Britain.

They pay smugglers thousands 
of dollars to board often overload-
ed rubber dinghies to make the 
sometimes deadly journey across 
one of the world’s busiest shipping 
routes.

In recent weeks, witnesses in 

France have said they have seen 
dinghies larger than usual depart 
from French shores, reporting they 
seemed to be 12 metres long in-
stead of the usual eight or 10 me-
tres.

French maritime authorities 
have told AFP the average number 
of people piled on these small 
boats has risen — from 26 in 2021 
to 65 since the start of the year.

A teenager from South Sudan 
appeared in court in England last 
week, accused of endangering lives 
by piloting one such overcrowded 

dinghy carrying 167 people earlier 
in July.

He has denied being in charge of 
the vessel.

Yesterday’s rescue was “a very 
visible reminder, both of the dan-
gerous nature of those crossings, 
also of the blind indiff erence that 
human traffi  ckers have for life on 
those boats”, said UK Justice Sec-
retary Alex Norris.

So far this year, 14,526 people 
have landed on British shores after 
such journeys, according to British 
authorities.

Last year, more than 41,000 mi-
grants landed on England’s south-
ern coast — the second-highest 
annual number since 2018.

London and Paris last year inked 
a so-called “one in, one out” deal, 
which has been criticised by chari-
ties working with migrants.

Under the accord, Britain has so 
far forcibly removed 1,087 people 
who arrived on small boats who 
it says do not meet the criteria to 
be given asylum, in exchange for 
admitting 1,117 other migrants 
who had requested entry to the 
United Kingdom from France via a 
legal route.

Since the start of the year, 15 
people have died trying to cross the 
Channel, according to an AFP tally 
based on offi  cial French and British 
sources.

At least 29 migrants lost their 
lives last year, according to a simi-
lar AFP count.

Migrants disembark from the French rescue ship Minck following their 
rescue at sea, at the Port de Commerce in Boulogne-sur-Mer, northern 
France, yesterday. (AFP)

Forest fi res ease in Greece as 
people return to gutted homes
Reuters
Psatha

Despondent residents re-
turned to gutted homes 
and fi re-scarred landscapes 

northwest of Athens yesterday 
as wildfi res eased across Greece, 
though hundreds of fi refi ghters 
were on alert for persistent fl are-
ups in rugged hills and canyons 
across the country.

Local crews supported by water-
bombing aircraft and reinforce-
ments from Romania and France 
were operating on three fronts 
west of Athens around the Gulf 
of Corinth, dousing fl ames raging 
since Friday.

Strong dry winds blowing from 
the Aegean Sea, known as the 
meltemi, had complicated their ef-
forts, with water bombers unable 
to operate at times, offi  cials said.

“We are talking about a fi re 
where we didn’t have an aircraft 
at our disposal for 30 continu-
ous hours, which caused us a lot 
of diffi  culties,” deputy fi re brigade 
spokesperson Ioannis Artopoios 
told public broadcaster ERT.

In the coastal community of 
Porto Germeno, some 60 km 
northwest of Athens, Vivi Gialia, 
45, surveyed the remains of her 
parents’ home and the fi re-ravaged 
landscape of her childhood sum-
mers.

“It’s as if my heart has been 
torn out,” she told Reuters. Europe 
has been ravaged by wildfi res this 
summer after a period of record-
breaking heatwaves and little rain 
- conditions that many scientists 
say have been exacerbated by hu-
man-driven climate change.

France and Spain have been par-
ticularly hard hit, although huge 
blazes there died down over the 

weekend, providing some respite. 
Greece, a known fi re hotspot, had 
until now experienced a relatively 
mild summer.

Two crew members of a fi re-
fi ghting helicopter died on Sun-
day near the seaside community of 
Psatha, about 40 km from Athens, 
after a mid-air brush with a second 
helicopter, whose two crew sur-
vived.  The circumstances of the 
crash, which involved US-regis-
tered Bell helicopters, were under 
investigation by the U.S. Federal 
Aviation Administration, Greek 
authorities said.

The fi re, possibly caused by 
sparks from vibrating electric-
ity conductors, occurred in an area 
popular as a retreat for Athenians. 

More than 200 companion and 
farm animals rescued by volun-
teers were housed at a shelter in 
the town of Megara west of Athens.

Psatha resident Aimilios Ioan-
nidis, 68, whose home now over-
looks ashen stumps of what were 
once pine trees, was bitter. “For 10 
years I will be looking at this land-
scape, this dead landscape.”

At Porto Germeno, small reli-
gious shrines, ubiquitous in many 
Greek homes, still stood on the 
sides of roads or at the entrance to 
a gutted house. 

In one home, a woman was at-
tempting to sweep away broken 
tiles in a darkened room, her steel 
front door black from the fl ames. 

The Greek government has said 

it would compensate individuals 
whose homes were destroyed or 
damaged.

“It was a beautiful place, we 
spent our summers here. We have 
spent happy times here, and there 
is nothing anymore,” Gialia said, 
criticising what she said was a slow 
response by fi refi ghters.

It was a sentiment echoed by Io-
annidis. “Our soul is burning ... our 
house may not have been burned, it 
may have been saved, but our soul 
is burning when we look at that,” 
he said, of the barren fi re-scarred 
landscape. “There were fi ve small 
fronts and they left it to become an 
entire blaze,” he said.

“They did not do anything ... 
they left us to the mercy of God.”

A view of a charred forest above the village of Psatha, Greece, yesterday. (Reuters)

Ukraine strikes 3 more 
Russian warehouses
Reuters
Moscow

Ukrainian drones hit three 
warehouses in Russia in 
overnight attacks that 

killed fi ve people, local offi  cials 
said yesterday, as the strikes in-
tensify pressure on the opera-
tions of online retailer Wildber-
ries. Often described as Russia’s 
answer to Amazon, Wildberries 
has become a frequent target 
of Ukrainian attacks in recent 
weeks, part of what Kyiv says is a 
campaign to bring the war home 
to ordinary Russians.

The company said fi re crews 
were containing a blaze after 
the latest attack struck one of its 
warehouses near St Petersburg. 
In the Tver region, northwest of 
Moscow, drones damaged an-
other Wildberries facility, local 
authorities said. Local authori-
ties reported no casualties in ei-
ther of the strikes.

But in the Moscow region, 
a drone attack on the city of 
Chekhov set another warehouse 
alight and damaged an electrical 
substation and another building, 
killing fi ve people and injuring 
10, the governor, Andrei Voro-
byov, said. He did not say which 
company the site belonged to or 
specify exactly where the deaths 
had occurred.

Since launching its full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine in 2022, 
Russia has repeatedly struck 
Ukrainian logistics hubs as well 
as other infrastructure. Ukraine 
has expanded its own long-range 
drone strategy, targeting close to 
20 Wildberries sites since July 
18. The strikes have infl icted sig-
nifi cant damage on a company 
that has become a driving force 
in Russia’s retail sector, process-
ing millions of orders a day 
through vast warehouses spread 

across the country. All stock at a 
large Wildberries warehouse in 
the Samara region was destroyed 
after a strike on Sunday sparked 
a fi re that gutted the facility, 
state news agency TASS quoted 
regional offi  cial Denis Gurkov 
as saying yesterday. “Of its 

180,000 square metres, 160,000 
burned down,” he said. That is 
roughly equivalent to 22 soccer 
pitches. On Monday, hundreds 
of fi refi ghters worked to put out 
a 100,000-square-metre fi re at 
a Wildberries warehouse in the 
Vladimir region. Only part of its 
stock was saved, the company 
said, without giving further de-
tails.

Wildberries has not given an 
estimate of the fi nancial losses 
resulting so far from the attacks, 
which founder and CEO Tatyana 
Kim has described as “acts of 
terrorism.” The company, which 
also operates in Central Asia 
and the Caucasus, is building 
260,000 square metres of ware-
house capacity in neighbouring 
Kazakhstan, the Kazakh trade 
minister said yesterday.

Russia says it hit 
Ukraine military’s 
vessels, port facilities

Russian forces yesterday 

struck three vessels in the 

Ukrainian port of Mykolaiv and 

another in the Black Sea off  

Odesa that were being used “in 

the interests of the Ukrainian 

military,” the Russian Defence 

Ministry said.

In the port of Chornomorsk, 

Russian forces also struck 

a container terminal and a 

warehouse storing drones and 

drone components, it said. 

Reuters could not verify these 

claims. (Reuters)

Fire spreads in Dutch 
reserve for second day
AFP
The Hague

Hundreds of Dutch fi re-
fi ghters were fi ghting 
yesterday afternoon 

to contain a forest blaze in the 
southeast of the Netherlands 
that spread overnight to engulf 
100 hectares, authorities said.

The fi re started around noon 
Monday in a nature reserve near 
the village of Oostrum in Lim-
burg province, near the German 
border.

By midday yesterday it was 
still not under control, provin-
cial authorities said on their 
website. AFP journalists on the 
scene could see immense clouds 
of smoke pouring from the for-
est, with at least two fi refi ghting 
helicopters making round-trip 
journeys to pick up water and 
dump it on the fl ames.

Dozens of fi retrucks and fi rst 
aid workers were congregated at 
a hotel in the neighbouring town 
of Venray.

Numerous local roads were 
blocked, and a nearby campsite 
was evacuated.

The next few hours will be par-
ticularly tense, with fi refi ghters 
forced to constantly adapt to the 
gusting winds, a regional safety 
spokesperson told the ANP news 
agency.

European countries — which 
endured an unprecedented heat 
wave in June — are facing a major 
drought, which has dried up riv-
ers, and led to water restrictions 
and devastating forest fi res.

Human-fueled climate 
change has accelerated moisture 
loss from soil, lakes and rivers, 
heightening the risk of extreme 
droughts, scientists from World 
Weather Attribution warned last 
month.

Smoke rising from the Boschhuizerbergen nature reserve near 
Oostrum, in Venray, Netherlands yesterday. (AFP) 
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QM’s Tamkeen program bags 
award for heritage education
QNA
Seoul

Qatar Museums (QM) re-
ceived an international 
recognition through the 

Global Challenge for World Her-
itage Education Innovative Cas-
es (AWHEIC) in its 2026 edition, 
after winning the Star of the 
Future award for its “Tamkeen: 
Empowering Arab Youth for 
Sustainable Heritage” program. 
This is in recognition of the 
program’s promising initiatives 
with the potential to advance 
heritage education.

Tamkeen was selected as one 
of 10 recipients in the Star of the 
Future category from nearly 90 
applications submitted by insti-
tutions worldwide. 

The award was announced 
during the 48th Session of the 
Unesco World Heritage Com-
mittee, at the World Heritage 
Education Towards the Future 
— Innovation of and for Young 
People event, held in Busan, Re-
public of Korea.

The recognition highlights 
Qatar Museums’ leadership in 
innovative heritage education 
and youth empowerment, while 

reinforcing Qatar’s role in ad-
vancing cultural diplomacy and 
the sustainable safeguarding of 
cultural heritage.

Led by Director of the In-
ternational Co-operation and 
Government Affairs Depart-
ment at QM, Dr Fatema Has-
san al-Sulaiti, Tamkeen equips 
Arab youth with the theoretical 
knowledge, practical skills and 
field experience needed to en-
gage actively with their cultural 
heritage. 

The program is designed to 
deepen participants’ connection 
to their identity and to prepare 
them to become active, respon-
sible partners in its conserva-
tion, management, documenta-

tion and transmission. Tamkeen 
rests on the conviction that 
long-term sustainability in this 
field depends on investing in 
people and, above all, in young 
people as custodians of cultural 
values and stewards of what 
comes next.

Commenting on the recogni-
tion, Dr al-Sulaiti said, “To see 
Tamkeen receive this prestig-
ious international recognition is 
a moment of pride not only for 
Qatar Museums but for the State 
of Qatar as a whole. 

The initiative was created to 
develop innovative programs 
that equip Arab youth to become 
active custodians of our shared 
cultural heritage.

“We believe that investing in 
young people is essential to se-
curing the sustainable preserva-
tion of heritage for generations 
to come, and we are honoured 
that this vision has been recog-
nised on the global stage. 

We hope Tamkeen will con-
tinue to open doors for young 
people across the Arab world 
and support a new generation of 
heritage professionals who can 
carry this work forward,” Dr al-
Sulaiti added.

Introduced in 2021 by the 

World Heritage Institute of 
Training and Research for the 
Asia and the Pacific Region 
(WHITR-AP), the Global Chal-
lenge for World Heritage Edu-
cation Innovative Cases is a 
prestigious international ini-
tiative that recognises innova-
tive approaches to World Herit-
age education from around the 
globe.

WHITR-AP is a Category 2 
Centre under the auspices of 
Unesco, established in 2008 to 
advance the conservation and 
sustainable development of 
World Heritage across the Asia-
Pacific region.

Through the Global Chal-
lenge, WHITR-AP identifies and 
celebrates outstanding practices 
in World Heritage education, 
highlighting how young people 
and local communities can con-
tribute to safeguarding World 
Heritage sites and passing on 
their values.

Qatar Museums remains 
committed to investing in 
young people and advancing 
innovative heritage education 
to build a sustainable future for 
cultural heritage, in line with 
Qatar National Vision 2030 
(QNV 2030).

HOPE Qatar Centre concludes Purple Saturday Week 2026

In support of the national Pur-
ple Saturday Initiative, HOPE 
Qatar Centre for Persons with 

Disabilities successfully conclud-
ed its Purple Saturday Week 2026, 
held from July 25 to August 1 under 
the theme “Unity in Purple.” 

Throughout the week, the cen-
tre delivered a comprehensive 
awareness campaign that brought 
together children, families, youth 
volunteers, educators, and the 
wider community through aware-
ness workshops, inclusive activi-
ties, volunteer engagement, and 
digital advocacy. 

The initiative reinforced the 
Centre’s commitment to promot-
ing acceptance, understanding, 
and meaningful inclusion of per-
sons with disabilities across Qatar.

Throughout the week, the centre 
implemented a diverse programme 
of activities designed to promote 
awareness, encourage interaction, 
and strengthen social inclusion. 

The week featured themed in-
clusive celebrations, including Yel-
low Day, Hats Day, Watermelon 
Fiesta, Floral Day, interactive arts 
and crafts, and collaborative ac-
tivities where children with and 
without disabilities learned, played, 

and celebrated together. In parallel, 
the centre maintained a sustained 
social media awareness campaign, 
extending the message of Purple 
Saturday beyond its premises and 
encouraging the wider community 
to embrace diversity, accessibility, 
and the inclusion of persons with 
disabilities.

A key highlight of the initiative 
was the Awareness Workshop, 
“Inclusion Starts with Me,” deliv-
ered by Dr Rizwanah Adeebh. The 
workshop encouraged partici-
pants to move beyond awareness 
by developing a deeper under-
standing of disability, challenging 
misconceptions, and becoming 

advocates for inclusion. 
It also introduced the centre’s 

HOPE Sadeeqi Programme, which 
promotes lifelong friendships be-
tween persons with disabilities 
and their peers, demonstrating 
that genuine inclusion begins with 
meaningful relationships and eve-
ryday acts of acceptance.

The Purple Saturday initiative 
generated signifi cant community 
engagement and measurable im-
pact. A total of 80 students par-
ticipated in the week’s inclusive 
activities, while 40 youth volun-
teers actively supported the cam-
paign and awareness workshop by 
assisting with activities, engaging 

with students, and promoting the 
message of inclusion. 

All participating volunteers 
were enrolled in the centre’s 
HOPE Sadeeqi Programme, rein-
forcing its commitment to foster-
ing lasting friendships and devel-
oping a growing network of young 
inclusion ambassadors. Through 
its awareness workshop, inclusive 
activities, volunteer engagement, 
and digital advocacy, the initia-
tive contributed to strengthening 
public understanding of disability 
inclusion and encouraging posi-
tive action that extends well be-
yond Purple Saturday.

As part of the Purple Saturday 

Initiative, the centre also intro-
duced a special community off er, 
providing families who enrolled 
during the campaign with compli-
mentary developmental screen-
ing and free access to the August 
Summer Camp. 

The initiative aimed to encour-
age more children to benefi t from 
the Centre’s specialised educa-
tion, intervention services, and 
life skills programmes.

Refl ecting on the success of the 

initiative, HOPE Qatar Centre for 
Persons with Disabilities reaf-
fi rmed its ongoing commitment 
to promoting acceptance, accessi-
bility, and equal opportunities for 
persons with disabilities. 

Through initiatives such as Pur-
ple Saturday Week and the HOPE 
Sadeeqi Programme, the centre 
continues to foster a more inclusive 
society where every individual is re-
spected, valued, and empowered to 
participate fully in community life.

Nearly 108,000kg of dates 
sold at Souq Waqif festival
QNA
Doha

The Ministry of Municipality 
revealed that nearly 108,000 
kilograms of fresh dates 

(Ruttab) were sold during the fi rst 
nine days of the 11th Local Fresh 
Dates Festival.

The festival is being organised in 
collaboration between the Ministry 
and Souq Waqif Management.

In a statement yesterday, the 
ministry said the festival has drawn 
61,000 visitors since its launch on 
July 25 through its ninth day, high-
lighting that the event broke the 
record in terms of public attend-
ance to purchase homegrown wet 
dates and support Qatari agricul-
tural produce.

The statement noted that total 
sales at the festival were led by the 
Khalas cultivar, with 44,247 kilo-
grams sold, followed by Shishi at 
22,780kg, Khunaizi at 21,118kg, and 
Barhi at 11,892kg, while sales of the 
remaining cultivars reached 7,962 
kg. This demonstrates the increas-

ing clamour for a variety of domes-
tic Ruttab cultivars, as the festival 
features a broader space for booths 
staged by Qatari farms showcasing 
the premier local fresh dates.

Also showcased is a cornucopia 
of seasonal fruits, along with a pro-
gramme featuring daily contests 
and encouraging prizes, as well 
as awareness and cultural events 
appropriately catered to family 
members, including a symposium 
organised in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Endowments on the 
provisions of palm and fruit Zakat.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Municipality has staged sales and 
marketing events for homegrown 
products to ensure their access 
to a wider segment of consumers 
throughout the fresh dates season.

In addition, the ministry revealed 
that 5.232 tonnes of fresh dates and 
370kg of other fruits have been sold 
at shopping malls since the start of 
the Dates Season, noting that fresh 
date sales are taking place at Doha 
Festival City, Villaggio Mall, and 
Landmark Mall, with the participa-
tion of 24 domestic farms.

Old Doha Port attracts visitors with 
exceptional summer experiences
Old Doha Port’s summer 

campaign, “Let’s Summer 
at the Mina”, is now in full 

swing, with visitors returning to 
the promenade, the marina, and 
Chabrat Al Mina, as the destina-
tion continues to off er a vibrant 
waterfront experience throughout 
the summer months.

The campaign invites visitors to 
experience summer as it is, bring-
ing together waterfront activities, 
family-friendly experiences, din-
ing, retail and marine adventures 
that make spending the season 
outdoors more enjoyable. 

Throughout the month of July 
in the Mina District, Old Doha 
Port collaborated with Visit Qa-
tar on a Qatar Calendar Ice Cream 
van, off ering visitors a refreshing 
way to cool off  while exploring the 
destination.

As summer continues, Al 
Chabrat (Fish Market) has be-
come one of the Old Doha Port’s 
busier gathering spots. With the 
fi shing season underway, visitors 
gather along the waterfront to se-
lect fresh seafood from the day’s 
catch, bringing residents and 
visitors together around one of the 
destination’s most authentic wa-
terfront experiences.

Exploring Old Doha Port re-
mains comfortable throughout 
the season with complimentary 
golf carts running between Mina 
Park and the Mina District, and 
vehicles can access the road in 

Mina District daily from 3pm to 
11pm until 15 October. Valet park-
ing is available at special summer 
rates across the destination and 
complimentary at Al Chabra (Fish 
Market).

The summer campaign also 
extends beyond the waterfront 
with a growing calendar of com-
munity activities. In collaboration 
with the fi tness studio Fit Island, 
weekly Pilates classes take place 
every Saturday at The Terminal’s 
City Gallery, in front of the aquar-
ium, allowing participants to ex-
ercise in a unique and immersive 
environment.

Al Bandar, the waterfront area 
of Chabrat Al Mina, also hosts a 
range of traditional maritime ac-
tivities in collaboration with the 
Nomas Centre. These include 
specialised courses and competi-
tions for children, off ering them 
the opportunity to learn tradi-

tional fi shing techniques and to 
take part in pearl-diving contests. 

These latest activities refl ect 
Old Doha Port’s commitment to 
preserving Qatar’s maritime her-
itage while enhancing its summer 
calendar.

At the Containers Yard, visitors 
can make the most of the water-
front throughout the season with 
rental options for speedboats, jet 
cars, wakeboarding, paddle boats, 

banana boat rides, e-foiling, and 
other water activities. 

Traditional sea fi shing con-
tinues at the Fishing Pontoons in 
Mina Park, opposite the Al Chabra 
(Fish Market), adding to the range 
of waterfront experiences avail-
able throughout the season.

“Let’s Summer at the Mina” 
runs through the season, with Old 
Doha Port’s summer facilities in 
place until October 15.
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