
Trump slips further
in approval ratings
Americans picked Democrats 
over Republicans as better 
stewards of the economy for the 
first time in nearly a decade in 
a Reuters/Ipsos poll, which also 
found their approval of President 
Donald Trump’s performance 
falling to 35%. The finding, in 
a poll conducted Wednesday 
through yesterday, showed how 
Trump’s handling of the economy, 
including rising energy prices 
resulting from the Iran war, could 
weigh on his party’s chances in 
the November midterm elections 
that will determine control of 
Congress for the next two years.
Trump’s presidential approval 
rating fell to 35% from 37% 
in a prior Reuters/Ipsos poll 
last month, with the share of 
Americans who approve of 
his presidency within just one 
percentage point of the lowest 
level of his term. (Reuters)
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Qatar fi nancial 
system demonstrates 
strong resilience in 
2025: QCB

Qatar, partners: 
Israeli strikes 
breach truce
Qatar, Egypt and Turkiye have 
condemned the continuing 
Israeli violations in the Gaza 
Strip, in particular the targeting 
of healthcare facilities and 
medical infrastructure and the 
civilian casualties that have 
followed, including women 
and children — a flagrant 
breach of international law and 
international humanitarian law.
In a joint statement, the three 
mediating countries stressed 
that Israel must comply 
with all its obligations under 
international law and fully 
uphold its commitments under 
the ceasefire agreement, 
aff irming that the continuation 
of these violations constitutes 
a breach of the agreement and 
undermines eff orts to implement 
its second phase.
That warning follows the 
announcement by Hamas and 
the Palestinian factions of their 
acceptance of the roadmap, 
particularly the provision on 
the confinement of weapons. 
The mediators cautioned that 
the violations threaten the 
path towards de-escalation and 
deepen the suff ering of civilians 
across the strip.
They renewed their call for full 
protection of civilians, medical 
facilities and humanitarian 
personnel, and for guaranteeing 
the unhindered delivery of 
humanitarian assistance and 
medical supplies throughout 
Gaza. (QNA)

The Gulf is building its 
way around Hormuz

GT Report
Doha

Nearly 15mn barrels of 
crude a day moved 
through the Strait of 

Hormuz in 2025. The Gulf’s pro-
ducers are now trying to work out 
how much of that they can move 
somewhere else — and how fast.

Disruption to shipping since 
the confl ict began in late Feb-
ruary has pushed a set of long-

dormant pipeline plans back onto 
the table, according to a survey of 
offi  cial announcements and in-
dustry assessments. 

Taken together, the schemes 
could eventually reroute as much 
as 11.5mn barrels per day (mbd) 
of the 13.26mbd that transits the 
strait once Iran’s own exports are 
set aside.

That last qualifi cation matters 
more than the headline fi gure. 
Iran shipped roughly 1.69mbd 
through Hormuz last year and is 

expected to keep doing so indefi -
nitely, precisely because it con-
trols the waterway. 

Andrew Wilson of BRS Ship-
brokers told AFP that Tehran 
will simply produce and ship 
as much as it can to China, and 
does not regard the chokepoint 
as its problem. The bypass pro-
gramme, in other words, is an 
attempt by Iran’s neighbours to 
remove themselves from a hos-
tage situation — not to end it. 
To Page 5

PM rallies GCC 
partners to secure 
US-Iran MoU

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-
Thani held separate telephone 
calls yesterday with UAE Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Abdul-
lah bin Zayed al-Nahyan, Saudi 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Prince 
Faisal bin Farhan bin Abdul-
lah al-Saud, Kuwaiti Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Jarrah 
Jaber al-Ahmad al-Sabah, Om-
ani Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Badr bin Hamad bin Hamoud al-
Busaidi, and Bahraini Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Abdullatif bin 
Rashid al-Zayani.

They discussed bilateral co-op-
eration in each call and the latest 
regional developments, particu-
larly diplomatic eff orts and joint 
co-ordination to de-escalate and 
strengthen the region’s security 
and stability.

The prime minister stressed the 
importance of all parties com-
mitting to dialogue and diplo-
macy, and implementing what 
was agreed in the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) between 
the United States and Iran, includ-
ing freedom of navigation in the 
Strait of Hormuz, to maintain the 
region’s security, protect the gains 
made and enhance stability.

He renewed Qatar’s support for 
all eff orts to defuse tensions and 
reach a comprehensive agreement 
establishing permanent peace in 
the region.

The calls extend a pattern of 
engagement the prime minister 
has sustained without interrup-

tion since the crisis began — a 
near-continuous round of con-
sultations with Gulf, regional 
and international counterparts, 
conducted through the sharpest 
phases of the conflict and car-
ried on into the fragile calm that 
followed. Qatar’s diplomacy has 
rested throughout on a single 
proposition: that no outcome se-
cured by force endures, and that 
the only durable settlement is 
one both Washington and Tehran 
arrive at across a table.

That endeavour, pursued 
alongside Pakistan and rein-
forced by the mediation that pro-
duced the ceasefire framework, 
brought the two capitals back 
into direct contact after months 
in which contact itself had ap-
peared beyond reach. Qatar’s ar-
gument to its neighbours now is 
that the agreement is a beginning 
rather than a conclusion — that 
implementation, particularly on 
freedom of navigation through 
Hormuz, is what will determine 
whether the region’s hard-won 
gains hold. (QNA)

Trump threatens Iran 
with ‘last chance 
before decapitation’

Roads, rails and robotaxis: 
inside the 2050 blueprint

More than 2,500 trial 
trips have been com-
pleted since the first 

phase of the country’s autono-
mous electric taxi pilot began 
in August 2025, with the opera-
tion succeeding more than 94% 
of the time without any human 
intervention — and user satis-
faction running high, even with 
a safety officer aboard through-
out.

That record has cleared the 
way for phase two: full operation, 
no driver.

Engineer Nayla Khaled al-
Nuaimi, In-Charge of the Road 
Affairs Department at the Min-
istry of Transport, said the pilot 
— run with Mowasalat (Karwa) 
— confirms that the operational 
and technical systems are ready 
for wider driverless service, 
and that the second phase can 
proceed in co-ordination with 
the competent authorities. The 
first phase tested the opera-
tional, technical and regulatory 
dimensions of the technology, 
traffic safety, infrastructure 
readiness and how such vehi-
cles might slot into the existing 
transport system.

The robotaxi is the visible 
edge of something much larger. 
The Transportation Master Plan 
for Qatar-2050 directs invest-
ment into infrastructure and 
into road and public transport 
networks tied to urban expan-

sion, population growth and fu-
ture demand for both mobility 
and freight.

The ministry expects measura-
ble returns: higher revenue, lower 
vehicle operating costs, shorter 
journey times, fewer crashes and 
fewer emissions — and a place 
among global leaders in safe, sus-
tainable transport.

Sustainability sits at the cen-
tre of the plan: expanding eco-
friendly modes, cutting carbon 
emissions, rationalising energy 
and fuel consumption, strength-
ening the sector’s fi nancial foot-

ing through transport demand 
policies, and widening part-
nerships to build and operate 
projects.

Underpinning all of it is data. A 
national project to collect traffi  c 
data has established the case for 
a Transportation Data Manage-
ment System — a digital platform 
built on advanced spatial and ge-
ographic databases that lets gov-
ernment agencies and consultan-
cies analyse traffi  c fl ows, conduct 
studies and support decision-
making against the latest global 
standards. To Page 5

AFP
Washington

US President Donald Trump 
said yesterday that ne-
gotiations with Iran were 

ongoing despite Tehran’s denials 
and the country was facing a “last 
chance before decapitation.”

Trump, speaking to reporters at 
the White House, said he agreed to 
continue to pursue talks with Iran 
at the request of Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates, Qatar and 
other countries.

Iran’s foreign ministry denied 
yesterday that negotiations with 
Washington were taking place, but 
Trump insisted they were. “We are 
talking right now,” he said.

“This is a last chance for them 
to sign a good document,” the US 
president added. “I want to give 
them every last chance before de-
capitation.”

The talks are focused on reopen-
ing the Strait of Hormuz, which 
Trump said could come “literally 
by tomorrow,” and the denucleari-
sation of Iran, which he said could 
“take a little while.”

Washington and Tehran have 
been at war since February 28, 
when the United States and Israel 
launched surprise strikes against 
Iran, though months of on-and-off  
diplomacy have led to periods of 
relative calm.

More than fi ve months later, 
Iran remains able to fi re missiles 
and drones at US and allied targets 
in the region and retains its en-
riched uranium stockpiles.

In what has become a famil-
iar pattern, Trump last week had 
threatened to hit Iran “very hard” 
— potentially with renewed at-
tacks against energy infrastructure 
— only to pull back on Saturday, 
saying the “perimeters” of a deal 
were there.

Iran, for its part, said it is not 
currently negotiating with the 
United States.

“Our negotiations are with 
Oman to secure passage through 
the Strait of Hormuz,” the criti-
cal oil corridor, foreign ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei said. 
To Page 5
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Qatar Tourism (QT) has an-
nounced that the Hayya 
platform has been awarded 

the silver award in the “Technical 
Innovation of the Year in Govern-
ment Technology” category at the 
2026 Stevie Awards for Technol-
ogy Excellence, recognising its 
continued evolution as a digital 
platform driving artifi cial intel-
ligence (AI)-enabled, automated 
and intelligently integrated gov-
ernment services.

Since 2024, Hayya has advanced 
from being a visitor entry platform 
into a connected national dig-
ital ecosystem supporting Qatar’s 
tourism, government services and 
major international events.

Its e-visa processing ecosystem 
now unifi es identity verifi cation, 
approvals, payments, notifi cations 
and access services within a single 
digital workfl ow, the QT said in a 
statement yesterday.

The platform’s innovation is re-
fl ected in its adoption of advanced 
technologies, including OCR 
(optical character recognition)-

powered document extraction, 
passport parsing, ICAO (Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organisation) 
photo-compliance checks, and 
automated validation workfl ows, 
which have improved effi  ciency, 
reduced manual intervention and 
enhanced processing accuracy.

Hayya processed nearly 850,000 
applications in 2025, with an aver-
age of one e-visa processed every 
35 seconds, while application cor-
rection rates were reduced to 5% 
over the same period.

“This award is a testament to 
Hayya’s unwavering commitment 
to enhancing our services through 
innovation, technology, and user-
centric solutions that deliver a 
seamless, hassle-free travel ex-
perience from visa application 
through to arrival,” said Hayya di-
rector Saeed al-Kuwari.

“As we continue to evolve, we 
remain focused on leveraging dig-
ital transformation to deliver fric-
tionless experiences and support 
Qatar’s vision for a smarter, more 
connected future,” he said.

Operated by Qatar Tourism, 
Hayya serves as Qatar’s offi  cial 
e-visa platform and central dig-
ital gateway, streamlining access 
to the country through integrated 
visa processing and event services 
within a single, user-friendly in-
terface.

Stevie Awards are conferred in 
nine programmes: “The American 
Business Awards”, “The Asia-Pa-
cifi c Stevie Awards”, “The German 
Stevie Awards”, “The Middle East & 
North Africa Stevie Awards”, “The 
International Business Awards”, 

“The Stevie Awards for Great Em-
ployers”, “The Stevie Awards for 
Sales & Customer Service”, “The 
Stevie Awards for Women in Busi-
ness”, and “The Stevie Awards for 
Technology Excellence”.

Stevie Awards competitions 
receive more than 12,000 entries 
each year from organisations in 
more than 70 nations.

Honouring organisations of all 
types and sizes and the people be-
hind them, the Stevies recognise 
outstanding performances in the 
workplace worldwide. – QNA

Hayya wins 
Silver Stevie 
Award: QT

The Katara Cultural Village has opened applications for the 10th 
Holy Qur’an Recitation Award.

It said that the deadline for submissions, which opened yester-
day, is September 30, 2026.

The award is aimed at encouraging and exploring talent in terms of 
reading and recitation, ultimately identifying the most beautiful voices 
and recognising outstanding readers based on the rules of Tajweed, while 
honouring distinguished and creative reciters.

The award’s judging panel comprises three experts in Qur’anic read-
ings and Tajweed rules, and three specialists in maqamat, vocal quality, 
and melody.

Katara will produce and release a full audio recording of the Qur’an 
recitation by the fi rst-place winner at Katara Studios.

The total prize pool for the award is QR800,000, with the fi rst-
place winner receiving QR500,000, the second-place winner receiving 
QR200,000, and the third-place winner receiving QR100,000.

The General Directorate of Endowments at the Ministry of Endow-
ments (Awqaf) and Islamic Aff airs has been the offi  cial sponsor of the 
award since its launch in 2017. – QNA

Applications open for Katara’s 
10th Qur’an Recitation Award

Qatar is taking part in the Second Inter-
national Conference to Combat Dis-
crimination Against Islam and Muslims, 

which opened yesterday at the Arab League 
headquarters in Cairo, under the theme of Is-
lamophobia: Concept and Practice in the Cur-
rent Global Context.

Representing Qatar are Dr Yousef al-Siddiqi, 
a member of the Board of Directors of the Doha 
International Centre for Interfaith Dialogue 
(DICID), and Amna Abdulrahman al-Sulaiti 
from Qatar’s Permanent Mission to the Arab 
League.

The two-day event discusses various issues, 
chief among which are the role of religious in-
stitutions and Islamic centres in consolidating 
moderate religious rhetoric, as well as best na-
tional, regional, and global practices to combat 
hate speech.

The conference also delves into the role of 
educational enterprises in promoting the ethos 
of tolerance and accepting the other, alongside 
the role of civil society institutions in combat-
ing discrimination against Islam and Muslims.

In addition, the event is set to explore em-
powering young people to help propagate the 
culture of coexistence and mutual respect, 
bringing together stakeholders involved in dia-
logue among civilisations and religious toler-
ance, including governments, international and 
regional organisations, as well as civil society 
groups and youth.

The agenda features the inaugural meeting of 
a permanent multilateral institutional platform 

to combat discrimination against Islam and 
Muslims, designed to strengthen co-ordination 
among regional and international institutions 
and turn the conference’s recommendations 
into practical programmes and initiatives to 
help curb hate speech and advance dialogue and 
coexistence.

Speaking to the Qatar News Agency (QNA), 
Dr al-Siddiqi said the conference is one of the 
key gatherings off ering the opportunity to as-
semble, listen to others, and directly relay the 
voice.

He stressed that this would contribute to fos-
tering shared understanding and rectifying the 
perceived image of Islam and Muslims.

The offi  cial said that massive technologi-
cal advances and social media have turned the 
world into a global village, prompting the need 

to relay the correct and true image of Islam to 
European communities and others, as well as 
properly boost shared understanding.

Dr al-Siddiqi highlighted that the DICID has 
been undertaking a crucial role through holding 
a periodic conference that focuses on interfaith 
engagement and evaluating experiences in this 
fi eld.

He emphasised Qatar’s commitment to Is-
lamic studies through a scientifi c and values-
based approach.

The conference comes as part of executing 
the recommendations of the inaugural Inter-
national Conference on Combating Islamo-
phobia, held in collaboration and co-ordination 
between the Arab League’s General Secretariat 
and the Islamic World Educational, Scientifi c 
and Cultural Organisation (ICESCO). – QNA

Qatar takes part in 2nd International Conference to 
Combat Discrimination Against Islam and Muslims

The Ministry of Education and High-
er Education (MoEHE) has con-
cluded the student activities at the 

summer centres for the year 2026.
The fi ve centres at government schools 

were organised by the ministry in co-oper-
ation with 22 partner entities, and saw the 
participation of more than 950 male and 
female students from diff erent age groups.

HE the Undersecretary of the MoEHE 
Dr Ibrahim bin Saleh al-Nuaimi attended 
the ceremony marking the conclusion of 
the month-long summer centre activities, 
which were held under the theme Invest 
Their Summer in Creativity.

This year the summer centres off ered 
more than 500 diverse activities within 
the fi elds of culture, arts, creativity and 
design, sustainability and climate change, 
Islamic education, science, technology 
and artifi cial intelligence (AI), in addition 
to social activities, communication skills, 

sports, health and proper nutrition, cy-
bersecurity and digital solutions, as well as 
activities related to national identity and 
educational values.

In her remarks during the closing cer-
emony, the assistant director of the minis-
try’s Department of Schools and Students 
Aff airs, Fatima Youssef al-Obaidli, em-
phasised that the “Summer 2026” centres 
embodied the MoEHE’s vision of investing 
in human capital.

She indicated that the ministry pays 
great attention to student activities, based 
on its belief that building the student’s 
personality extends to what they acquire 
in terms of experiences, skills, and experi-
ences that enhance their self-confi dence 
and develop their abilities.

Al-Obaidli said that the centres pro-
vided quality programmes that combined 
education and entertainment, and con-
tributed to consolidating the values of so-

cial responsibility, national identity, and 
teamwork.

She added that the centres off ered a 
rich diversity of activities, with train-
ing workshops, interactive programmes, 
competitions, educational fi eld trips, and 
community partnerships that enriched the 
experience and refl ected positively on the 
participants.

The offi  cial stressed the MoEHE’s con-

tinued commitment to developing sum-
mer centres and expanding their pro-
grammes to keep pace with the aspirations 
of the state and students’ needs.

Hessa Lahdan al-Muhanadi, the direc-
tor of Al-Khor Secondary School for Girls 
Centre, representing the directors of the 
summer centres, affi  rmed that the success 
achieved this year was the result of the 
ministry’s support and keenness to invest 

students’ time and discover their talents.
She said that the administrative, su-

pervisory and organisational work teams 
provided an integrated educational expe-
rience that created an attractive environ-
ment for learning and creativity.

The offi  ical also pointed out that the 
increasing turnout refl ects the confi dence 
of parents and the continuous positive im-
pact of these programmes. – QNA

MoEHE concludes activities 
of summer centres for 2026

MoFA secretary-general bids 
farewell to Ethiopia’s envoy

HE the Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs (MoFA) 
Dr Ahmed bin Hassan al-Hammadi met yesterday with Ethiopia’s 
ambassador to Qatar Faisal Ali Ibrahim, on the occasion of the 
end of his tenure. HE Dr al-Hammadi thanked Ibrahim for his 
eff orts in supporting and strengthening bilateral relations, and 
wished him success in his new duties. – QNA

The Supreme Judiciary 
Council (SJC) has an-
nounced results for its 

online judicial auction activities 
during the second quarter (Q2) 
of 2026, with the total value of 
assets sold exceeding QR1.3bn.

The results underscore the 
success of ongoing digital trans-
formation initiatives that have 
streamlined judicial services, 
making court-supervised auc-
tions more accessible, effi  cient, 
and attractive to both investors 
and the public.

According to offi  cial data, 
the judicial enforcement sys-
tem handled 5,993 enforcement 
cases during the second quarter, 
of which 3,308 were successfully 
closed.

The auctions featured 2,531 
assets off ered for sale, with 1,304 
assets successfully sold, gener-
ating a cumulative value of more 
than QR1.3bn.

In addition, 916 parties com-
pleted enforcement procedures 
during the reporting period, 
while the cumulative number 
of judicial auctions conducted 
by the SJC has now exceeded 
36,500.

The auctions covered a diverse 
portfolio of 10 asset catego-
ries: real estate, vehicles, heavy 
equipment, classic cars, jewel-
lery, valuable collectibles, pre-
mium vehicle registration plates, 
livestock, scrap materials, and 
other public auction items.

Over recent years, the SJC has 
expanded its electronic judicial 
services by introducing online 
auction registration, digital bid-
ding, electronic notifi cations, 
and integrated enforcement pro-
cedures.

These reforms have reduced 
processing times, enhanced 
transparency, minimised ad-
ministrative burdens, and im-
proved access to judicial services 
for citizens, residents, business-
es, and investors.

Judicial auctions have be-
come an increasingly important 
pillar of Qatar’s legal and eco-
nomic ecosystem by facilitating 
the timely enforcement of court 
judgments, accelerating debt 
recovery, and supporting com-
mercial certainty.

The strong second-quarter 
performance comes against the 
backdrop of Qatar’s resilient 
economy.

Compared with the previous 
quarter (Q1), the second quar-
ter of 2026 refl ects continued 
momentum in Qatar’s judicial 
enforcement system, driven by 
stronger asset values and sus-
tained operational effi  ciency.

While the overall number of 
enforcement cases remained 
broadly stable, the value of as-
sets sold surpassed QR1.3bn, 
indicating that higher-value 
properties and commercial as-
sets were brought to auction and 
successfully liquidated.

The closure of 3,308 cases, 
together with the sale of 1,304 
assets from 2,531 assets off ered, 
demonstrates the results of im-
provements in the eff ectiveness 
of judicial execution and asset 
disposal.

The cumulative total of more 
than 36,500 judicial auctions 
also points to the steady ex-
pansion of the SJC’s auction 
platform, refl ecting growing 
public participation, increased 
confi dence in digital auction 
mechanisms, and the judiciary’s 
ongoing success in accelerating 
the enforcement of court judg-
ments.

Supreme Judiciary 
Council auction sales 
exceed QR1.3bn in Q2
By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

The General Directorate of Endowments 
at the Ministry of Endowments (Awqaf) 
and Islamic Aff airs has launched the 

“Cancer Patients Treatment Endowment”.
This gesture will materialise under the 

Healthcare Waqf Fund to support the treatment 
of people with cancer and ensure the sustain-
ability of healthcare services provided to them.

The endowment is part of the directorate’s 
eff orts dedicated to enhancing the healthcare 
system and broadening its domains to address 
the evolving needs of the community.

The director-general of the General Direc-
torate of Endowments, Eng. Hassan Abdullah 
al-Marzouqi, said that this endowment is in-
tended to mitigate fi nancial burdens on people 
with cancer.

He said that it would strive to make medi-

cines and essential medical devices available to 
them through a permanent endowment source 
that would ensure sustained care for those in 
need.

Al-Marzouqi added that the endowment will 
contribute to assuaging the anguish of those 
patients and their families through income-
generating waqf investments whose proceeds 
are earmarked to underwrite cancer treatment.

The offi  cial said that supporting the endow-
ment implies creating long-standing assets to 
be further leveraged and preserved from which 
funds will be allocated for those patients on an 
annual basis.

Al-Marzouqi added that it will include the 
purchase of medicines and medical supplies 
based on approved priorities in tandem with 
the state health authorities. – QNA

Awqaf ministry launches cancer care endowment
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Poland sees signifi cant opportunities 
for Qatari investors in its expanding 
tourism and hospitality sector, with 

promising prospects in premium hotels, 
serviced apartments, wellness resorts and 
mixed-use tourism developments, the 
country’s ambassador to Qatar Tomasz 
Sadzinski has said.

The envoy told Gulf Times that Poland 
is actively promoting investment oppor-
tunities to Qatari business leaders and 
family offi  ces, highlighting the country’s 
stable economy, investor-friendly envi-
ronment and growing demand for high-
quality tourism services.

“I see signifi cant opportunities for 
Qatari investors in the tourism and hos-
pitality sector in Poland, which employs 
almost 150,000 people and generates al-
most 5% of the country’s GDP,” he said.

Sadzinski noted that Poland’s attrac-
tiveness as an investment destination 
continues to gain international recogni-
tion, pointing to the CBRE European Real 
Estate Survey 2026, which ranked Warsaw 
as the third most attractive city in Europe 
for real estate investors, ahead of Paris, 
Barcelona and Milan.

“These facts and ideas are being pre-
sented to our Qatari partners, including 
members of the Qatari Businessmen As-
sociation and Qatari family offi  ces,” he 
said. “Poland is viewed by international 
investors as a stable and attractive des-
tination within the European Union, of-
fering strong economic fundamentals, 
a favourable business environment and 
growing demand for high-quality tourism 
services.”

According to Sadzinski, the strongest 
investment opportunities lie in premium 
hotels, lifestyle hospitality projects, serv-
iced apartments, wellness and spa facili-
ties, and mixed-use developments linked 
to tourism infrastructure.

“The growth potential in these sectors 
refl ects the increasing demand for high-
quality accommodation and experience-
based travel throughout the year,” he said.

The envoy added that sustainability is 
becoming an increasingly important pillar 
of Poland’s tourism and investment strat-
egy, creating additional opportunities for 
partnerships with Qatari businesses.

Through initiatives such as the Polish 
Investment Zone and national and re-
gional development programmes, inves-
tors are encouraged to pursue projects 
that combine economic growth with en-
vironmental responsibility and energy 

effi  ciency, while benefi ting from national 
incentives and European Union funding.

“This creates an excellent founda-
tion for co-operation with Qatari inves-
tors, which I welcome strongly,” Sadzin-
ski said, adding that the embassy stands 
ready to facilitate contacts between Qa-
tari investors and relevant Polish business 
partners.

Apart from investment, he said tour-
ism has become an increasingly impor-
tant pillar of Poland-Qatar relations, 
complementing the two countries’ po-
litical, economic and energy co-opera-
tion while fostering stronger people-to-
people ties.

He said that the direct Doha-Warsaw 
air connection has been instrumental in 

boosting both leisure and business travel, 
contributing to growing interest among 
Qatari travellers in Poland as a year-round 
destination.

Co-operation between tourism stake-
holders, he added, has also expanded 
through participation in international 
travel exhibitions, particularly Qatar 
Travel Mart, where Poland has been rep-
resented by the Polish Tourism Organisa-
tion, regional tourism bodies and private-
sector companies.

Building on previous editions of the ex-
hibition, the envoy said Poland is working 
to increase the participation of additional 
regions at the 2026 event to showcase the 
country’s diverse tourism off erings.

These eff orts, he continued, are being 
carried out in collaboration with Qatar 
Tourism and are complemented by regu-
lar engagement between tour operators 
and familiarisation visits aimed at pro-
moting Poland as a safe, accessible and 
year-round destination for families and 
female travellers from Gulf Co-operation 
Council (GCC) countries.

At the same time, Sadzinski said Poland 
is adapting its tourism infrastructure to 
better serve the growing number of Mus-
lim travellers, including visitors from Qa-
tar.

He added that the country is expanding 

halal-friendly services in response to ris-
ing Arab tourism and to meet the needs of 
the approximately 150,000 Muslims liv-
ing and working in Poland.

Halal food options are becoming in-
creasingly available in major cities such 
as Warsaw, Krakow, Lodz, Gdansk and 
Poznan, while hotels and tourism provid-
ers are becoming more familiar with the 
preferences and expectations of visitors 
from the Gulf region.

Prayer facilities, including mosques 
and designated prayer spaces, are also 
available in larger urban centres, with 
such services continuing to expand in 
line with increasing international visi-
tor numbers.

Sadzinski said Poland will continue 
strengthening its tourism partnerships 
in Qatar through sustained participa-
tion in events such as Qatar Travel Mart 
and closer collaboration with the Polish 
Tourism Organisation, Qatar Tourism and 
private-sector stakeholders in both coun-
tries.

“Our objective is not only to attract 
more visitors, but to deepen mutual un-
derstanding, promote people-to-people 
exchanges and build investment bridges 
contributing to the strengthening of the 
excellent relations between our coun-
tries,” he said.

“These facts and ideas are being pre efficiency while benefiting from national boosting both leisure and business travel halal friendly services in response to ris

Poland sees strong potential for Qatari investment in tourism, hospitality sectorPoland sees strong potential for Qatari investment in tourism, hospitality sector
By Joey Aguilar
Doha

Ambassador Tomasz Sadzinski.

Qatar Museums (QM) has 
unveiled Pink Convertible 
Big, a bold installation by 

internationally acclaimed Aus-
trian artist Erwin Wurm, at Place 
Vendome.

The sculpture gleams in vi-
brant pink lacquer, immediately 
drawing attention and inviting 
viewers to engage with its strik-
ing and thought-provoking pres-
ence.

Part of Wurm’s renowned Fat 
Car series, Pink Convertible Big 
transforms a familiar symbol of 
aspiration and mobility into a 
striking sculptural work.

The vehicle appears infl ated 
and distorted to absurd propor-
tions, creating a playful yet criti-
cal commentary on society’s ob-
sessions.

Almost bloated, it seems as if 
the car has consumed the excess-
es of modern life itself.

“At Qatar Museums, we aim 
to spark dialogue by bringing in-
sightful art into public spaces,” 
said ALRIWAQ deputy chief ex-
ecutive (Public Art and Rubaiya 
Qatar) Sheikha Reem al-Thani.

“By placing Erwin Wurm’s 
Pink Convertible Big at Place Ven-
dome, we turn a familiar symbol 
of status into a provocative expe-
rience that invites us to examine 
our culture of consumption,” she 
said. “This installation demon-
strates our commitment to mak-

ing world-class art an accessible, 
meaningful part of the everyday 
experience.”

Crafted from aluminum and 
fi nished in a vibrant lacquer, Pink 
Convertible Big utilises the im-
agery of obesity to examine the 
excesses of consumer culture and 
materialism.

The sculpture acts as a cultural 
mirror, inviting viewers to ques-
tion the sustainability of modern 
consumption and our enduring 

fascination with symbols of pres-
tige.

Installed at Place Vendome, 
Pink Convertible Big brings 
Wurm’s thought-provoking ar-
tistic practice to a broad and di-
verse audience in a dynamic pub-
lic environment.

The sculpture prompts the au-
dience to reconsider their rela-
tionship to material culture and 
sustainability in today’s world. 
– QNA

QM unveils iconic 
Pink Convertible Big 
at Place Vendome

The Al Jazeera Centre for 
Studies has published a 
new book, Qatari Women 

and Sustainable Development: An 
Analysis of Roles and Institution-
al Frameworks, by Dr Al Anoud 
Ahmed al-Thani, off ering an in-
depth examination of the pivotal 
role of Qatari women in the coun-
try’s sustainable development 
journey.

The publication presents a 
comprehensive analytical per-
spective on the evolving position 
of women in Qatar, exploring the 
social, economic and institutional 
dimensions that have shaped their 
growing contribution amid the 

country’s rapid modernisation and 
development.

The book traces the evolution 
of Qatari women’s roles across 
education, the labour market, in-
stitutional participation and civic 
engagement, highlighting the dy-
namic relationship between public 
policy and social transformation.

It also examines how these 
changes have reshaped patterns 
of participation within Qatari so-
ciety.

A dedicated section explores 
gender as an analytical framework 
for understanding the distribution 
of social roles within Qatar’s cul-
tural and value-based context.

Commenting on the publica-
tion, Qatari journalist and writer 
Moza Abdulaziz al-Ishaq told 
Gulf Times: “Qatari society has 
witnessed a remarkable and com-
plementary partnership between 
men and women, creating genuine 
added value for the nation.”

“Today, Qatari women occupy 
senior leadership positions across 
the public and private sectors, ex-
cel in entrepreneurship, and have 
emerged as transformative forces 
in politics, international diploma-
cy, academia, scientifi c research, 
medicine and sport,” she said.

“As a writer and journalist, I take 
great pride in this important pub-
lication, which once again high-
lights the intellectual and cultural 
achievements of Qatari women,” 
al-Ishaq said.

“Through a rigorous academic 
and methodological approach, 
the book provides a comprehen-
sive analysis of the evolution of 
women’s roles across all sectors of 

society, demonstrating how their 
contributions have driven social 
transformation alongside Qatar’s 
economic renaissance,” she add-
ed. “It also underscores the cen-
tral role of women in advancing 
the goals of Qatar National Vision 
2030 in partnership with every 
segment of society.”

The book argues that Qatar’s 
experience is distinguished by its 
ability to strike a balance between 
the demands of modern develop-
ment and the preservation of so-
cial cohesion and cultural identity.

It attributes this success to 
development policies centred 
on investing in human capital, 
strengthening community partici-
pation, advancing education, and 
enhancing institutional capacity.

Combining theoretical perspec-
tives on gender and sustainable 
development with an evidence-
based analysis of Qatar’s policy 
landscape, the study examines the 
institutional frameworks that have 
enabled women’s increasing par-
ticipation across diverse sectors.

Supported by statistical data 
and key development indicators, 
the book off ers a nuanced account 
of the profound transformation of 
Qatari women’s roles over recent 
decades and their growing contri-
bution to the nation’s sustainable 
development agenda.

New study chronicles 
Qatari women’s role in 
sustainable development
By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

Moza Abdulaziz al-Ishaq

The book cover of Qatari Women 
and Sustainable Development: An 
Analysis of Roles and Institutional 
Frameworks.

The Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH), along with other 
healthcare entities in the 

country, has launched a month-
long campaign to raise awareness 
of the various types of blood can-
cer as August is observed as Blood 
Cancer Awareness Month.

The ministry has advised the 
public to watch for the disease’s 
symptoms while highlighting the 
treatment options available in the 
country.

Furthermore, other health-
care entities, such as the Hamad 
Medical Corporation (HMC) and 
Primary Health Care Corporation 

(PHCC), have highlighted the im-
portance of raising awareness of 
the disease.

The HMC noted that the aware-
ness campaign aims to educate the 
public about risk factors, warning 
signs, and the importance of pre-
vention, and to encourage people 
to get tested and adopt a healthy 
lifestyle to reduce risk.

The MoPH has highlighted 
through a number of social media 
posts the importance of early diag-
nosis and necessary treatment for 
various types of blood cancer.

The ministry said that blood 
cancer is a group of cancers that 
aff ects how blood cells are pro-
duced and function and usually 
begins in the bone marrow or in the 
lymphatic system.

The main types of blood can-
cer are myeloma, leukaemia, and 
lymphoma, and the MoPH has said 
that people should take the early 
warning signs seriously.

Leukaemia is the most prevalent 
type of blood cancer in the country 
as per the national records at the 
ministry.

The most common symptoms of 
blood cancer are frequent or severe 
infections, unexplained weight 
loss and swollen lymph nodes in 
the neck, armpits or groin.

Other major symptoms include 
bone pain or back pain, especially 
in myeloma, persistent fatigue 
or weakness and easy bruising or 
bleeding.

The MoPH highlighted that age, 
genetic factors and family his-

tory, previous chemotherapy or 
radiotherapy, exposure to high 
radiation, long-term exposure to 
certain chemicals, weakened im-
munity, viral infections or autoim-
mune disease are the major risk 
factors for blood cancer.

Blood tests, bone marrow biop-
sy, image tests such as CT, PET and 
MRI, among others, and special-
ised laboratory tests to identify the 
exact type and genetic features are 
some of the ways used to diagnose 
blood cancer.

Three key drivers for better 
health outcomes in case of blood 
cancer are: awareness of blood 
cancer symptoms, timely diagno-
sis, and access to specialised care.

To reduce the risk of the disease, 
the MoPH has suggested that the 

public maintain a healthy weight 
and stay physically active; follow 
a balanced diet rich in fruits and 
vegetables; avoid smoking and 
limit exposure to harmful chemi-
cals and unnecessary radiation; 
and seek medical attention for per-
sistent symptoms.

The ministry underlined that 
Qatar provides very advanced and 
specialised treatment for all types 
of blood cancer cases.

Treatment options in the coun-

try vary according to the type and 
stage of the disease.

They include chemotherapy, ra-
diation therapy, targeted therapy, 
immunotherapy and stem cell 
(bone marrow) transplant.

A routine blood test may help 
detect cancers at an early stage 
when they are more treatable.

People can contact the HMC 
through Nesma’ak at 16060 and 
PHCC Hayyak at 107 for more in-
formation and assistance.

MoPH and healthcare entities launch 
awareness campaign on blood cancer
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

The headquarters of the Ministry of Public Health in Doha.

Qatar Charity (QC), in partnership 
with Attaa Humanitarian Relief 
Association, is implementing a 

year-long Livestock Value Chain Sup-
port project in Idlib and Aleppo gover-
norates in northwest Syria, as part of 
eff orts to strengthen food security and 
promote sustainable livelihoods.

The project, which was launched in 
August 2025, targets some of the areas’ 
most aff ected livestock breeders, as well 
as women who are the primary provid-
ers for their families, through an inte-
grated package of support.

Two mobile veterinary clinics de-

ployed by Qatar Charity have provided 
services to more than 34,000 sheep and 
goats and approximately 1,942 cattle in 
villages across Idlib and Aleppo.

The project has also distributed 365 
tonnes of processed fodder to livestock 
breeders, out of a planned 500 tonnes, 
while providing artifi cial insemination 
services for selected cows to help im-
prove breeds and boost productivity.

To help stimulate economic activity, 
the project completed the rehabilitation 
of the livestock market in Saraqib, rural 
Idlib, ahead of its opening and handover 
to local authorities.

Preparations are also under way to 
establish a fodder production facility, a 
step expected to strengthen the sustain-
ability of the local production chain.

Dairy production is among the 
project’s most prominent and human-
impact-focused components.

Twenty-eight women breadwinners 
received specialised training in process-
ing raw milk and dairy products over 28 
days, during which they also took part in 
a cash-for-work programme.

Upon completion, the trainees re-
ceived grants including a full set of dairy 
and cheese-making equipment, ena-

bling them to launch small home-based 
enterprises and begin producing and 
selling their products.

Fatima Ibrahim Qassem, a mother of 
four whose husband has a disability and 
who is the sole provider for her family, 
said the project had helped her become 
self-reliant.

“We received 28 days of training, and 
Qatar Charity provided us with all the 
equipment we need to keep working,” 
she said. “Today, we can depend on our-
selves without asking for assistance. 
People bring us milk, and we process 
and sell it.”

Qatar Charity project boosts food security, livelihoods in northwest Syria
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Safari Group has offi  cially com-
menced operations of its eighth 
outlet, Safari Shopping Centre – 

GWC Logistics Village.
The outlet was offi  cially inaugurated 

by Panakkad Sadiq Ali Shihab Thangal, 
Safari Group of Companies Group chair-
man Hamad Dafar Abdul Hadi al-Ahbabi, 
Safari Group deputy chairman and man-
aging director Zainul Abideen, general 
manager Surendranath, Doha Bank act-
ing chief of Wholesale Banking Fadi Fat-
tal, GWC chief commercial offi  cer Syed 
Maaz, and GWC chief fi nance offi  cer Hi-
cham Nedjari, along with representatives 
of the Safari Management.

The inauguration ceremony was also 
attended by distinguished guests from the 
political, social, and cultural sectors, in-
cluding state lawmaker Parakkal Abdulla, 
IUML Kannur district president Abdul 
Kareem Chelery, district vice-president 
Adv K Latheef, IUML Koothuparamba 
Mandalam treasurer Dr N A Rafeeq, Ka-
llinkandi NAM College general secretary 
P P Hameed, Roshan – Perinthalmanna, 
former Kannur district MSF president 
Riyas Necholi, as well as representatives 
from leading companies in Qatar.

As part of the inauguration celebra-
tions, everyone visiting the Safari Hyper-
market at the GWC Compound, Logistics 
Village will have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the “Visit & Win” promotion.

Two Chevrolet Captiva cars will be 
awarded through a mega raffl  e draw, with 
free raffl  e coupons available to every visi-
tor without any purchase.

The fi rst winner will be selected 
through a raffl  e draw on September 17, 
2026, and the second winner will be se-
lected on November 5, 2026, at the GWC 
Compound, Logistics Village.

Safari’s new outlet is set to off er cus-
tomers an entirely new shopping experi-
ence.

Designed as a one-stop destination 
for the entire family, the outlet features a 
wide variety of product categories.

Customers can shop for fresh food, 
groceries, premium-quality fruits and 

vegetables, meat, fi sh, and other fresh 
products, along with a comprehensive 
range of grocery essentials.

Safari’s eighth outlet also features a 
Bakery & Hot Food section off ering fresh-
ly prepared delicacies every day, includ-

ing a selection of international cuisines.
Non-food categories include cosmet-

ics, ready-made garments, electronics 
and IT products, toys, stationery, house-
hold essentials, and much more, all avail-
able at highly attractive prices.

Safari’s 8th outlet begins operations at GWC Logistics Village

The Public Works Authority (Ashghal) is 
continuing with the construction of a 
new rainwater pump station in Semaisma 

as part of its eff orts to develop sustainable in-
frastructure and enhance the effi  ciency of rain-
water drainage networks.

The project aims to improve road safety, en-
hance quality of life, and support urban devel-
opment across Qatar.

Eng Ali Mostafawi, project engineer at the 
Drainage Networks Projects Department, said 
that the project aims to complete an advanced 
rainwater collection and drainage system in Se-
maisma, through the construction of a modern 
pump station connected to the rainwater drain-

age network currently being implemented un-
der the Semaisma Project (Package 4).

Rainwater will be collected and pumped to 
a designated collection point for future reuse, 
contributing to more effi  cient water resource 
management and supporting environmental 
sustainability.

He added that the project serves Semaisma 
Main Street and Semaisma West Street, and 
forms part of an integrated system designed 
to enhance the area’s preparedness during the 
rainy season and reduce rainwater accumula-
tion.

This will help maintain smooth traffi  c fl ow, 
improve road safety, and ensure service conti-
nuity during rainfall.

The project includes the construction of a 
new stormwater pump station, together with 
the associated infrastructure and supporting 
facilities required to connect it to the area’s 
stormwater drainage network.

These works will enhance the effi  ciency of 
the stormwater drainage network, reduce the 
risk of stormwater accumulation and fl ooding, 
and further develop infrastructure services to 
meet the area’s current and future needs, while 
supporting the population growth and urban 
expansion in Semaisma.

Work on Semaisma rainwater 
pump station continues apace

Eng. Ali Mostafawi

When “Mathaf: Arab Mu-
seum of Modern Art” 
opened its doors in 2010, 

it did far more than unveil a new 
architectural space; it fi lled a cul-
tural gap and answered a critical 
regional need.

Speaking recently on the Evo-
lution Nation, Voices podcast, 
Mathaf director Zeina Arida high-
lighted the museum’s founding 
purpose and how it continues to 
shape the institution’s direction.

“And when Mathaf opened its 
doors, it was really answering a 
need of answering a gap, fi lling a 
gap, and answering a need, which 
was to have a collection studying 
artistic practices in the region, also 
preserving these works and mak-
ing them accessible,” she said. 

“There was also always this im-
portant mission of contributing 
to writing the history of artistic 
practices, biographies of our art-
ists, but also always supporting fu-
ture production,” Arida said. “And 
what we are doing, like where we 
are heading towards, is exactly in 
the same spirit and vision.”

As Mathaf celebrated its 15th an-
niversary last year, the milestone 
provided a natural vantage point to 

look both backwards and forward.
While the physical museum 

may be relatively young, its roots 
stretch further back, grounded in 
the foresight of its founder.

“Mathaf is the most important 
collection of Arab modern and 
contemporary art in the world, and 
that’s very, of course, important,” 
Arida stated. “I also like to always 
remind that the museum opened 
its doors 15 years ago, but it has 
been in the making for 40 years.”

“And this is what we also tried 
to do in the exhibitions... which is 
really to look at how the museum 
was being prepared, how the col-
lection was actually collected by 
Sheikh Hassan and all the stories 
that evolved to make it what it is 
today,” she noted.

The initial collection of Mathaf 
was assembled by Sheikh Hassan 
bin Mohammed al-Thani, a prom-
inent Qatari art collector and cul-
tural patron, regarded as a driving 
force behind Qatar’s modern and 
contemporary art scene.

This deep-seated continuity re-
mains the anchor for Mathaf’s fu-
ture evolution. 

“From the start, what is very 
common – between the vision of 
Sheikh Hassan and the museum 
and the future as we see it – is the 
fact that it’s the platform to sup-
port artistic production focused 

on the region,” Arida said.
When asked what it takes to op-

erate a cultural organisation of this 
magnitude, her answer centred on 
a single, vital concept: care.

Running Mathaf requires an in-
tricate balance of public-facing 
curation and behind-the-scenes 
preservation.

“What does it take? It takes a lot 
of care, I would say, fi rst,” she said. 
“It’s not only about collecting the 

important artists, making sure we 
don’t forget and making sure that 
we fi ll the gaps of the collection 
because there are always gaps, but 
also making sure that it’s always 
relevant.”

“As you know, (what) we’re go-
ing through, our society and, there 
are constant changes in both the 
challenges we face, the confl icts 
in the region, and it’s very impor-
tant that the museum – probably a 

contemporary art museum, more 
than any other museum – that it 
stays relevant to its times and to its 
audiences,” Arida said.

Looking ahead over the next 15 
years, the director said the insti-
tution’s path forward is guided by 
a clear conviction: standing still is 
not an option.

As the digital era accelerates, 
regional dynamics evolve, and 
emerging technologies reshape 

how people engage with culture, 
museums and cultural institutions 
must continually innovate and 
adapt to remain relevant.

“I’m very aware – obsessed even 
– by the idea of staying relevant,” 
Arida said. “Always questioning 
what we do, the way we do it, mak-
ing sure that we are always listen-
ing to both the needs of the art-
ist and the art scene, but also the 
needs of the audience, the change.”

How Mathaf grew from one collector’s 
vision into a global home for Arab art
By Joey Aguilar
Doha

Mathaf director Zeina Arida. Glorious heritage: Arab Museum of Modern Art (Mathaf).
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Gazans say Trump plan 
jars with grim reality
Reuters
Cairo/Gaza

Palestinians in Gaza said 
yesterday Donald Trump’s 
touting of a deal aimed at 

disarming Hamas and ending the 
war was out of touch with their 
worsening reality, after Israel 
killed 18 people in one of the dead-
liest days since a ceasefi re last 
year. The US president on Thurs-
day declared “a major milestone” 
towards implementing the Gaza 
peace plan agreed last October, 
saying that Hamas would dis-
arm and Israel would withdraw in 
phases.

But complications have swiftly 
emerged: Israel’s defence minister 
said on Sunday that Israeli troops 
in Gaza would not move before 
Hamas disarms and its tunnels are 
destroyed, while Hamas insists 
Israel halt attacks before it be-
gins implementing the part of the 
agreement dealing with its arms. 

Nickolay Mladenov, the Gaza 
envoy for Trump’s Board of Peace, 
which is overseeing the ceasefi re, 
had a “constructive and detailed” 
meeting with Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu and oth-
er Israeli offi  cials yesterday, the 
board said on X. 

“The goal is clear and is not in 
question: the complete decom-
missioning of weapons in the Strip 
and the transition away from rule 
by the gun to civilian governance. 
Reaching it will be a process. And 
that process will be set out in the 
next phase of the work,” the board 
said. 

It noted that the full withdrawal 
of the Israeli military beyond the 
yellow line, a military demarca-
tion established under a US-bro-
kered ceasefi re reached in October, 
“will take place only once decom-
missioning is complete, as Hamas 
committed to the mediators”. This 
applies to light and heavy weap-
ons and Hamas tunnels, the board 
said. 

On the ground in Gaza, much 
of it still in ruins as a result of the 
Israeli off ensive launched in re-
taliation for Hamas’ October 7, 
2023, attacks, Palestinians say the 

Israeli strikes in recent days have 
shattered any hope of progress.

Israeli troops have occupied and 
depopulated two-thirds of the en-
clave, leaving nearly all its more 
than 2mn residents confi ned to a 
tiny strip of land along the coast, 
most in makeshift tents or dam-
aged buildings.

“It was as if the war has re-
sumed, there was an attack every 
one hour or less, and the planes 
struck places across the Gaza 
Strip, north, central and south, 
everywhere,” Aya Mohammad 
Zaki, 32, told Reuters by phone.

The Palestinians killed on Sun-
day included a couple and their 
child in an Israeli strike on a Gaza 
City apartment. The Israeli mili-
tary said it targeted military op-
eratives in that and other strikes.

Last year’s ceasefi re allowed 
Israeli forces to retain control of 
53% of Gaza initially, before even-
tually withdrawing. But Israel 
has instead expanded its control. 
Defence Minister Israel Katz con-
fi rmed on Sunday that the Israeli-
held area had reached 60% to 70% 
as Israeli troops search for tunnels.

Soumah Dawla, 60, said that 
the Israeli-held zone had recently 
expanded towards her home, after 
she woke up to fi nd yellow bricks 

laid by Israeli forces to demar-
cate the territory had been moved 
closer.

“We are waiting for displace-
ment at any moment ... Our en-
tire life is gone, our entire future 
is gone, our children’s future is 
gone,” said Dawla, whose family, 
like nearly all Gazans, has been 
displaced multiple times since the 
war began.

Around her, piles of rubble 
marked what was once a Gaza 
City neighbourhood. Nearby, her 
grandchildren played with build-
ing blocks on the fl oor of the tent, 
an improvised refuge she shares 
with her husband.

Dawla said she had hoped 
Trump’s announcement would 
bring change but “on the contrary, 
destruction increased, displace-
ment increased”.

Israel’s recent expansion of the 
yellow line forced people to fl ee in 
at least fi ve diff erent areas across 
the Gaza Strip, including Gaza 
City, Deir Al-Balah, and Khan 
Younis, seven residents told Reu-
ters.

The UN Offi  ce for the Co-or-
dination of Humanitarian Aff airs 
(OCHA) reported on July 20 that 
30 families were forced to leave an 
area near the yellow line in eastern 

Gaza city as a result of an Israeli 
displacement order.

Hamas has demanded Israel pull 
forces out of areas seized since last 
October’s ceasefi re as one of its 
demands for moving ahead with 
the deal.

Hamas rejects the word “dis-
armament” but says it will hand 
over its weapons for storage un-
der the control of a US-backed 
Palestinian administration after 
Israel halts operations and with-
draws its forces in line with last 
year’s ceasefi re. 

A spokesperson for Netan-
yahu’s office told Reuters that 
Israel expressed concerns to 
Washington about the disarma-
ment plan. “The most important 
concern for Israel is that nothing 
can happen before Hamas com-
pletely and truly disarms ...,” 
spokesperson Doron Spielman 
said.

At least 1,230 Palestinians, 
mostly civilians, have been killed 
in Israeli strikes since the Trump-
backed Gaza peace plan was 
agreed in October, according to 
Gaza health authorities. Hamas 
does not disclose its fatalities. 
Four Israeli soldiers were killed 
over the same period, according to 
Israeli authorities.

Palestinians inspect the site of an Israeli strike on a vehicle, according to medics, in Deir Al-Balah in the central 
Gaza Strip. (Reuters)

Gunmen kidnap at least 52 people in northwest Nigeria

AFP
Jos

Gunmen kidnapped at least 
52 people, including chil-
dren, in a weekend attack 

on a village and military base in 
northwest Nigeria’s Zamfara state, 
local sources told AFP yesterday.

Kidnappings have become a 
major source of income for armed 
groups in Nigeria, including fi ght-
ers in the northeast, and criminal 
gangs known locally as “bandits” 
who are prevalent in much of the 
northwest.

Zamfara is one of the hardest hit 
states in the northwest.

The gunmen on motorcycles 
swept into Kasuwar Daji village in 
the Kaura Namoda local govern-
ment area around midnight on 
Saturday to Sunday, fi rst attack-

ing a military base on the outskirts 
of the community, residents told 
AFP.

The attackers seized rifl es from 
the base and set a military patrol 
vehicle ablaze before raiding the 
village, where they abducted doz-
ens of people, residents said.

“Initially, they abducted more 
than 100 people,” before letting 
some go, ultimately retaining 52, 
said Shehu Abdullahi, a resident 
of Kasuwar Daji whose 12-year-old 
daughter was among those kid-
napped.

“The gunmen went from house 
to house, abducting many people,” 
another resident, Ahmad Usman, 
told AFP, giving the same toll.

“They abducted two of my sons’ 
wives and they also took away two 
teenage girls from my family.”

No soldiers were suspected to 
have been kidnapped.

Alhaji Ibrahim Musa told AFP 
the attackers “overpowered (a) 
military base stationed here in our 
community”.

“This is not the fi rst time these 
criminals are attacking our com-
munity,” he added, noting a recent 
attack on a police station.

Army spokesman Olaniyi 
Osoba said troops “successfully” 
repelled the attack on the mili-
tary base, in which the gunmen 
killed a soldier and a policeman 
and “abducted an unspecified 
number of residents”.

Osoba’s statement blamed the 
attack on “terrorists”, a term the 
Nigerian government uses for a 
variety of armed groups.

A Zamfara police spokesman did 
not respond to a request for com-
ment.

The raid on Kasuwar Daji came 
as a village in neighbouring Sokoto 

state also came under assault.
A local resident told AFP at 

least 11 people were killed in 
Sabon Birni — close to the Ni-
geria-Niger border — in an at-
tack Nigerian media said lasted 
from 11:00pm on Saturday until 
3:00am on Sunday.

Bandit gangs operate across 
swathes of rural northwest and 
central Nigeria, where state pres-
ence is weak.

They are known to levy “taxes” 
on farmers, rustle livestock, raid 
villages and are implicated in ille-
gal mining operations.

Abducions have proved lucrative 
across the country, often overlap-
ping security crises.

Kidnappings raised some 
$1.66mn in ransom payments be-
tween July 2024 and June 2025, 
according to a tally by SBM Intelli-
gence, a Lagos-based consultancy.

Kidnapped Nigerian 
judge freed, police say
AFP
Lagos

A Nigerian judge kidnapped 
by unidentifi ed gunmen a 
week ago has been freed, 

police in northwestern Kebbi 
state said yesterday.

Kidnappings are routinely 
used by criminal groups in Ni-
geria — including fi ghters and 
non-ideological gangs known 
as “bandits” — to secure lucra-
tive ransom payments from ei-
ther the government or victims’ 
families.

Faruku Hassan Bunza, a High 
Court judge in Kebbi state, was 
abducted from his home in Bun-
za town on July 26.

A month earlier, gunmen kid-
napped retired army major gen-
eral Rabe Abubakar and his wife 

in nearby Katsina state. Abu-
bakar died in captivity.

The exact details of Bunza’s re-
lease were not immediately clear.

Bunza “was released earlier 
today”, said Bashir Usman, a 
spokesman for Kebbi state po-
lice.

“Although the kidnappers 
made a ransom demand, the 
command maintains its fi rm 
stance against ransom pay-
ments,” he said.

The attackers remain at large.
“Security agencies have inten-

sifi ed investigative eff orts to track 
down the perpetrators and bring 
them to justice,” the police said.

Bandit gangs, who also raid 
villages, steal livestock and loot 
and burn homes, operate across 
swathes of rural northwest and 
central Nigeria where state pres-
ence is weak.

Magnitude 5.6 earthquake 
strikes near Egypt’s Suez
A magnitude 5.6 earthquake 
shook eastern Egypt early 
Monday, prompting authorities to 
activate response plans although 
there were no immediate reports 
of casualties.
Tremors were felt across a wide 
area, waking AFP journalists 
in Cairo and reaching as far as 
El-Arish near Egypt’s border with 
the Gaza Strip.
The quake struck about 40 
kilometres north of the city of 
Suez at 3am (0000 GMT) and 
was followed by five aftershocks, 
according to Egypt’s National 
Research Institute of Astronomy 
and Geophysics, which revised an 
earlier estimate of magnitude 5.2.

The US Geological Survey 
put the shallow tremor at 
5.0, revising down a previous 
reading.
Egypt’s Health Minister 
Khaled Abdel Ghaff ar ordered 
emergency response plans 
activated across the country and 
directed ambulance services 
to be at “maximum levels of 
preparedness”.
Authorities said three families 
were evacuated from a collapsing 
building in the northern Cairo 
neighbourhood of Rod al-Farag.
The Egyptian Red Crescent 
received another report of a 
collapsed balcony near the 
quake’s epicentre in Suez. (AFP)

The Gulf is building its way around Hormuz
From Page 1

Saudi Arabia is furthest along, largely by accident of ear-
lier planning. Its East-West Pipeline, running from Abqaiq 
near the Gulf coast to Yanbu on the Red Sea, carried around 
2mbd before the war, but Aramco said in March last year 
it had lifted capacity to 7mbd. That leaves up to 5mbd of 
headroom available immediately — the single largest piece 
of usable slack in the region. 

Riyadh is weighing a further expansion of up to 2mbd, 
though the US-based Institute for Energy Research notes 
it is not yet clear whether that means upgrading the exist-
ing line or laying a parallel one. The completion is tipped 
for 2030 or 2031.

The UAE’s answer is nearer to hand. The Abu Dhabi 
Crude Oil Pipeline, which carries crude from inland fi elds 
to Fujairah on the Gulf of Oman, was running at about 
1.1mbd against a capacity of 1.8mbd. 

A second line, fast-tracked in May, would run parallel be-
fore extending to the northern coast, capturing crude pro-
duced north of the strait. Abu Dhabi’s media offi  ce expects 
it in service next year, doubling Fujairah’s throughput.

Iraq is the wild card. The US State Department said 
in July that work was under way to revive the pipeline 
linking Iraqi fields to Syria’s Mediterranean coast, with 
Washington assembling an international consortium to 
handle the technical and financial execution and an ini-
tial capacity of 2mbd. 

There is no timetable, and the political and investment 
obstacles could stretch the schedule considerably. On paper 
it is the boldest fi x; in practice it is the least bankable. 

Kuwait and Bahrain have no bypass at all. Both have 
opened talks with Riyadh about plugging into the Saudi 
network, according to the IER.

Vessels in the Strait of Hormuz, as seen from Musandam, Oman, 
yesterday. (Reuters)

Roads, rails and 
robotaxis: inside 
the 2050 blueprint

From Page 1

Elsewhere, the ministry is 
building out smart traffi  c man-
agement systems that analyse 
data and propose fi xes for road 
safety, camera and sensor moni-
toring networks, integration be-
tween the Doha Metro, buses, 
taxis and limousines through 
digital applications, and passen-
ger information systems deliv-
ering real-time trip and arrival 
data.

Al-Nuaimi said the ministry 
intends to intensify the use of 
electric and self-driving buses 
and vehicles across public trans-
port, while expanding the digital 
infrastructure that connects ve-
hicles to roads, developing legis-
lation to regulate land transport 
activities, and applying data 
analysis and AI to the planning, 
operation and maintenance of 
road networks. 

Two further plans are in mo-
tion. A comprehensive public 
transport plan aims to improve 
network effi  ciency, ease conges-
tion, raise connectivity between 
modes, support urban expan-

sion and set a long-term vision 
for a more integrated network. A 
comprehensive bicycle plan pro-
motes active mobility and folds 
bicycles and micro-mobility into 
the urban transport system — 
better quality of life, lower fuel 
use, fewer emissions.

Internationally, the ministry 
takes part in specialised con-
ferences and workshops on AI 
applications, smart traffi  c man-
agement, connected and self-
driving vehicles, rail and metro 
projects and integrated trans-
port, alongside co-operation 
with international institutions.

Technology alone will not 
carry it, al-Nuaimi cautioned. 
Success depends equally on 
legislation, cybersecurity, data 
quality and persuading people to 
use public transport.

Forecasts point to cities lean-
ing harder on self-driving vehi-
cles, on-demand services and 
AI-based traffi  c management in 
the years ahead. Qatar is build-
ing the digital infrastructure to 
meet that shift — and position-
ing itself as a regional centre for 
transport innovation. (QNA)

Trump threatens Iran with ‘last 

chance before decapitation’
From Page 1

Calling Tehran “duplicitous” for 
“openly and proudly” saying it was not 
negotiating, Trump wrote on social me-
dia: “Whether Iran wants to admit it or 
not, we are, in fact, talking of a solution 
to a problem that they have caused, for 
decades.”

He pointed to the United States’ 
counter-blockade of Iranian ports, add-
ing: “Nothing gets through to Iran, un-
less we want it to, and nothing will get 
through, unless a Deal, or Total Surren-
der, is accomplished.” 

Before the war, there was free passage 
through Hormuz, but Iran now insists 
on retaining control and charging fees, 
something the United States rejects.

Tehran has refused to let ships travel 
any route other than one that hugs the 
Iranian coast.

On Sunday, Baqaei told state televi-
sion that a deal was close on managing 
Hormuz together with Oman, which sits 
on the other side of the narrow water-
way.

“We are now going to reach an under-
standing on a route acceptable to both 
sides — neither the northern route nor 
the southern route — but one that re-

spects the sovereign rights of both sides 
and safeguards our national interests 
and security,” he said.

But he insisted that such an agree-
ment did not mean the reopening of the 
strait.

On Sunday, a tanker off  the coast of 
Oman reported hearing an explosion 
nearby, the United Kingdom Maritime 
Trade Operations (UKMTO) Centre re-
ported, but the ship and crew were all 
reported safe.

The US president said at the start of 
the confl ict that the war was necessary 
to deal with Iran’s nuclear programme 
and he repeated yesterday that “the de-
nuclearisation of Iran has to happen.”

Speaking to reporters on Air Force 
One over the weekend, Trump said he 
had been asked by Iran as well as re-
gional US partners to hold off  on further 
strikes, which he claimed would have 
been “the biggest attack since World 
War II.”

Iranian media denied that Tehran had 
asked Trump not to strike.

A previous ceasefi re deal fell through 
last month. It was supposed to open the 
Strait of Hormuz to ships carrying vital 
energy exports from the Gulf to feed the 
global economy.
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60,000 evacuated as wildfires 
rage through US city of Spokane 
AFP
Spokane, US

Wildfi res supercharged 
by drought and intense 
heat tore through the 

northwestern US city of Spokane, 
forcing the evacuation of 60,000 
people as hundreds of buildings 
were reduced to cinders and fi re-
fi ghters raced yesterday to contain 
the fl ames.

Some 600 structures have been 
damaged or destroyed while none 
of the 7,708 acres burned by three 
fi res in the Spokane area in the 
state of Washington have been 
contained, according to InciWeb, 
a federal interagency information 
system.

Local offi  cials said so far no one 
has been reported hurt.

Cooler temperatures were ex-
pected yesterday and today, 
though the respite will be brief, 
with “a warming trend building 
into the area Wednesday through 
Friday as temperatures will rise 
into the mid to high-90’s with rel-
ative humidity in the lower teens,” 
InciWeb’s latest update said.

Video of the aftermath on 
Sunday showed scores of homes 
burned to the ground, with only 
their brick fi replaces and foun-
dations remaining, while other 
houses nearby escaped practically 
unscathed. 

“Just driving around look-
ing at the homes — it’s just one 
of the most heartbreaking things 
I’ve ever seen in my life,” Spokane 
resident Geoff  Beadles told AFP, 
after evacuating with his fi ancee 
and two dogs. 

“About 60,000 individuals were 
evacuated” under the authorities’ 
highest-level alert, known as “Go 
Now,” police chief Kevin Hall said 
Sunday, commending police and 
fi refi ghters for their eff orts.

Emergency authorities set up 
a fi re evacuation shelter at the 

Spokane Convention Center.
Mayor Lisa Brown told a press 

briefi ng: “To the people who are 
suff ering right now in our region 
from either loss or uncertainty... 
our hearts go out to you. We are 
here for you for the long term.”

Smoke accumulating over the 
city rendered air quality “un-
healthy” yesterday, federal data 
showed, with conditions forecast 
to turn “very unhealthy” later in 
the day. Sheriff  John Nowels said 
no deaths or injuries had so far 
been reported, but “because of the 
scale of this and what it takes to... 
do those kinds of investigations 
in an active fi re scene, that could 
change.” 

Washington Governor Bob Fer-
guson said he had spoken to federal 
offi  cials about receiving resources 
to respond to the disaster, includ-
ing President Donald Trump, who 
understood “how dire the situa-
tion is.” 

Ferguson declared a state of 
emergency on Saturday, cit-

ing drought conditions that have 
stretched four consecutive years, 
unusually high temperatures and 
high winds exacerbating record-
setting wildfi res.

Human-caused climate change 
is increasingly creating conditions 
for more frequent and intense 
wildfi res, through increased heat, 
extended drought, and a “thirsty” 
atmosphere that enhances the 
drying of organic matter.

It is a vicious loop, with in-
creased wildfi res releasing massive 
amounts of carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere, accelerating plan-
etary warming.

Fire offi  cials warned that “un-
authorized” drone incursions into 
restricted airspace above wildfi res 
were forcing the grounding of heli-
copters and other aircraft fi ghting 
the blazes.

The head of Washington’s De-
partment of Natural Resources, 
David Upthegrove, said the fi res 
in Spokane were among 15 major 
blazes burning throughout the 

state of Washington. “This is an 
extraordinary wildfi re season in 
the Pacifi c Northwest. It’s not a 
normal season,” he said.

“A confl uence of weather con-
ditions, a confl uence of fi res 
throughout the West, are stretch-
ing our resources and challenging 
the individuals in this response.”

An outage map published by lo-
cal utility Avista showed over 7,300 
customers were without power due 
to the fi res as of early yesterday.

The biggest of the three fi res 
burning in Spokane, the Old Trails 
fi re, jumped the Spokane River on 
Saturday afternoon and crossed 
into the city proper.

Another resident, Tena Risley, 
said she saw fl ames behind trees 
near her home and, in a panic, 
she grabbed her dog and a few 
things. She got stuck in traffi  c try-
ing to fl ee as the fast-moving fi res 
blocked routes out of the city.

“There were probably hundreds 
and hundreds of cars,” she told 
AFP.

Wildfire smoke in the sky over Spokane in Washington as the Old Trails Fire burns neaby. (Reuters)

Flavio Bolsonaro closes in 
on Lula in Nexus/BTG poll 
for Brazil election
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and 
Senator Flavio Bolsonaro are running neck and 
neck ahead of October’s presidential election, 
a Nexus/BTG Pactual poll showed on yesterday, 
as the right-wing lawmaker narrowed the gap 
with the leftist incumbent.
In a simulated second-round runoff , Lula would 
receive 46% of voter support compared with 
45% for Bolsonaro.
A July 27 Nexus poll had Lula leading Bolsonaro 
47%-43%.
In a first-round scenario, Lula would lead 
with 41% of the votes, followed by Bolsonaro 
(37%), Ronaldo Caiado (5%), Renan Santos 
(4%), and Romeu Zema (3%). The previous poll 
showed Lula at 42% and Bolsonaro at 33% in 
the first round. If no candidate wins more than 
50% of valid votes in the first round, the two 
frontrunners advance to a runoff .
Lula, 80, was off icially named the Workers’ 
Party candidate for a fourth non-consecutive 
term on Sunday, pledging to boost defence 
investment and safeguard Brazil’s rare earths.
Nexus surveyed 2,002 people between July 
31 and August 2; margin of error 2 percentage 
points. (Reuters)

Cuba slowly regains power after latest blackout
AFP
Havana

Cuba yesterday began gradu-
ally restoring power after 
suff ering another nation-

wide blackout, the sixth since the 
year began.

The embattled communist is-
land is struggling to keep the lights 
on due to creaking infrastructure 
and a biting US energy blockade.

As the lights suddenly turned off  
across Havana late Sunday, resi-
dents sitting outside to get some 
respite from the summer heat au-
dibly groaned. By yesterday morn-
ing, about 23% of Havana had 
electricity restored.

Most Cubans now have power 
only for a few hours a day at best, 
making normal life impossible.

With each outage water sup-
plies trickle away and ceiling fans 
slow to a halt. And countrywide 
grid collapses are becoming more 
common.It is a growing strain for 
a society used to adversity but now 
stuck in a months-long crisis that 
has no obvious end in sight. 

“Since Friday I’ve only had 
an hour and a half of electricity, 
there’s no water, there’s nothing; 
what we Cubans are living through 
is not a life,” Mayra Rodriguez, a 
43-year-old accountant, told AFP.

She sleeps on her apartment 
balcony with her two small chil-
dren to cope with the summer 
heat.

Residents in the worst-aff ected 
areas have vented their frustra-
tions by setting piles of trash on 
fi re or banging on pots and pans.

Carlos Duenas, a 62-year-old 
mechanic, said he felt worn out by 
the “unsustainable” situation.

“No one says when the situation 
might improve. In the meantime, 
we just have to endure,” he said. 
“Not everyone has the money to 
buy (solar) panels.”

Many of Cuba’s electricity pro-
duction facilities run off  fuel oil, 
diesel or natural gas, which are no 
longer regularly arriving to Cuban 
ports.

Washington has warned coun-
tries they will face sanctions if 

they deliver oil to Cuba — a threat 
Havana’s longtime allies have not 
been willing to openly test.

The administration of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has author-
ised the arrival of only one Russian 
tanker — carrying 100,000 tons 
of crude — which came in March. 
Those reserves have since been ex-
hausted.

Havana accuses Washington of 
being responsible for the dire state 
of the power system, while the US 
argues it is due to poor internal 
economic management.

The seven thermoelectric plants 
that form the backbone of Cuba’s 
national grid have been in opera-
tion for more than four decades 

and frequently suff er breakdowns.
n addition to enacting an oil 

blockade, the Trump admin-
istration has ramped up sanc-
tions against Cuban state-owned 
businesses, prompting many for-
eign fi rms to suspend operations in 
the country.

The US has also indicted former 
president Raul Castro, brother of 
revolutionary leader Fidel Castro, 
over the downing of two civilian 
planes three decades ago.

Talks between Havana and 
Washington appear to have 
amounted to little.

Havana has enacted a series of 
free-market reforms to give the 
economy a boost.

General view of Havana during a nationwide blackout yesterday. (AFP)

Trump demands lower 
gas prices from oil fi rms

Reuters
Washington

President Donald Trump 
again called on oil com-
panies to lower gasoline 

prices for US consumers yes-
terday, chiding Chevron Chief 
Executive Mike Wirth for not 
crediting his administration’s 
eff orts to help the oil industry.

Trump took issue with Wirth 
a day after the CEO was inter-
viewed on the Fox News pro-
gram “Sunday Morning Futures 
with Maria Bartiromo.” 

“The only thing he conven-
iently forgot to mention is that, 
without the genius, foresight, 
strength, and stability, of the 
TRUMP Administration, the 
Oil Industry, and our Country 
itself, would be DEAD!” Trump 
wrote on his Truth Social plat-
form. “As an example, they 
threw Mike and Chevron out 
of Venezuela, but now they’re 
back, far bigger and stronger 
than ever before, expecting to 
make a fortune!”

“That goes for other Oil 
Companies as well... and get 
your consumer (retail!) Oil 

Prices DOWN, NOW!” Trump 
wrote.

Chevron did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for 
comment. The oil producer 
has operated in Venezuela for 
more than a century. Chevron 
remained in the country when 
former President Hugo Chavez 
nationalised oil projects in 
2007, while ExxonMobil and 
ConocoPhillips decided to exit 
Venezuela. 

Higher gas prices fueled by 
the Iran war and cost-of-living 
concerns pose a political risk 
to Trump ahead of November’s 
midterm elections when his fel-
low Republicans are seeking to 
retain control of Congress.

Global oil prices plunged 
after Trump called off  a planned 
“massive attack” on Iran over 
the weekend, but prices at the 
gas pump do not necessarily 
follow suit.

Last week’s earnings from 
ExxonMobil, Chevron, Valero 
Energy and Marathon Petro-
leum highlighted the boost US 
oil companies received from 
higher crude prices and refi ning 
margins after the war began in 
February. 

US signs deal to boost 
production of Patriot, 
THAAD missile parts

The US has signed a more 
than $3bn deal with 
Lockheed Martin and 

Northrop Grumman to ramp 
up production of Patriot and 
THAAD interceptor missile 
parts, as confl icts in Iran and 
Ukraine strain stockpiles. 

The deal, announced by the 
Pentagon and Northrop yes-
terday, follows last week’s an-
nouncement of a contract for 
Lockheed worth up to $58.6bn 
to produce Patriot interceptor 
missiles. 

The US has supplied large 
amounts of arms to allies while 
also using munitions in the Iran 
confl ict, raising concerns about 
inventories of air defence and 
precision-guided weapons.

The Pentagon said in its state-
ment yesterday that the frame-
work deal would allow produc-
tion of Patriots to triple and 
THAAD systems to quadruple.

The Center for Strategic 
and International Studies, a 
Washington-based think tank, 
estimated recently that the US 
military has fewer than 1,000 
Patriot interceptors on hand and 
fewer than 250 THAAD inter-
ceptors — two key air defence 
systems. Both have been heavily 

used in the Middle East. 
Pentagon negotiators have 

pressed contractors to move 
faster with tentative production 
agreements struck earlier this 
year to increase missile output. 

Ukraine has run chronically 
low on supplies of Patriots, 
which remain the only weapon 
in its arsenal capable of downing 
ballistic missiles.

The Pentagon said the agree-
ment would establish a second 
source for PAC-3 solid rocket 
motors and ramp up output of 
ignition safety devices.

The US has struck a similar 
framework deal with Raytheon’s 
parent company RTX to boost 
production of Tomahawk cruise 
missiles from the current rate of 
about 60 per year for the US to 
eventually 1,000 units annually. 
(Reuters)

The Pentagon said 
in its statement 
yesterday that 
the framework 
deal would allow 
production of Patriots 
to triple and THAAD 
systems to quadruple

Jay Clayton sworn in as new US 
director of national intelligence
Jay Clayton was sworn in yesterday as the US director of national 
intelligence after a contentious Senate confirmation hearing in 
which he refused to directly acknowledge that President Donald 
Trump lost the 2020 presidential election.
He takes on a role that was vacated in June when Tulsi 
Gabbard stepped down after a tenure marked by clashes with 
congressional Democrats, who accused her of advancing Trump’s 
political agenda and promoting debunked election claims.
“The safety and security of the American people will be our 
North Star, and we will work to make sure the American people 
have complete confidence in the IC through proper oversight, 
transparency, and accountability,” Clayton said in a statement 
released by the Off ice of the Director of National Intelligence.
“This includes ensuring the vital work of our IC is never 
weaponised for political motives,” Clayton added. (Reuters)
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Venezuela ex-leader 
Maduro welcomes 
‘path to dialogue’
AFP
Caracas

Venezuela’s imprisoned 
former leader Nicolas 
Maduro on Sunday wel-

comed “any path to dialogue,” 
ahead of a US-backed meeting in 
the coming week between repre-
sentatives of the Latin American 
country’s interim government 
and opposition leaders.

The leftist Maduro and his 
wife Cilia Flores were captured 
in a US military raid in January 
and are being held in a New York 
detention center awaiting trial 
on charges related to drug and 
fi rearms traffi  cking. They have 
pleaded not guilty.

“We welcome any path to 
dialogue that helps consolidate 
peace, coexistence, and reconcil-
iation among Venezuelans,” read 
a message posted on the offi  cial 
Telegram account of the deposed 
president. “To speak of a national 
renaissance as a common goal is 
to speak of mutual respect for 
diversity, of inclusion for every-
one,” he added.

It was not immediately clear 
how Maduro, 63, posted his mes-
sage from his jail cell, but the 
former strongman leader is in 
regular contact with his lawyers 

as he awaits trial in US federal 
court. His son, Nicolas Maduro 
Guerra, who is a lawmaker, re-
posted the former president’s 
message on X.

Shortly after Maduro’s ouster, 
the United States green-lighted 
his vice president Delcy Rod-
riguez as the country’s interim 
leader.

She governs under intense 
pressure from Washington, 
which demands Venezuela open 
up to US companies hungry to 
profi t from its oil, minerals and 
other resources. The United 
States is also pushing for a politi-
cal dialogue that could lead to a 

timetable for future elections in 
Venezuela.

Maduro’s comments come at 
a key moment, with Venezuela’s 
government and the opposition 
announcing Saturday that politi-
cal transition talks are expected 
to begin in person in the coming 
week in Caracas.

National Assembly head Jorge 
Rodriguez, who is the chief gov-
ernment negotiator and the in-
terim president’s brother, said 
the timing was agreed after a 
telephone call with opposition 
fi gure Dinorah Figuera.

The talks however are taking 
place without the participation 
of the main leader of the Ven-
ezuelan opposition, Nobel peace 
laureate Maria Corina Machado, 
who has said she will not ob-
struct the process.

Venezuela, a country that has 
the world’s largest proven oil re-
serves but an economy in sham-
bles, has been in a state of even 
bigger fl ux since US forces de-
posed Maduro.

Devastating June earthquakes 
killed more than 5,500 people, 
compounding the country’s 
woes.

Jorge Rodriguez said the talks 
will address post-quake assist-
ance, the “reinforcement of de-
mocracy,” and political rights.

Former President Nicolas 
Maduro looks on during a 
meeting at the 2025 National 
Assembly in Caracas.(AFP/File)

This aerial view shows a hot-air balloon during the International Cantoya Festival in Patzcuaro, Michoacan 
State, Mexico on Saturday. (AFP)

Up, up and away

Brazil’s former first lady Bolsonaro 
launches Senate bid with nomination
AFP
Brasília

The right-wing Liberal Party 
in Brazil nominated former 
fi rst lady Michelle Bol-

sonaro as a senate candidate on 
Sunday, despite her recent feud 
with her stepson Flavio Bolsonaro, 
the party’s presidential nominee.

With ex-president Jair Bol-
sonaro under house arrest for 
plotting a coup at the end of his 
2019-2022 term, Michelle and Fla-
vio Bolsonaro have been locked in 
a struggle over infl uence in Brazil’s 
large conservative movement.

The feud became public in late 
June when the former fi rst lady, 
44, accused her 45-year-old step-
son of disrespecting her, claiming 
he had said she “didn’t understand 
anything about politics.”

The spat was viewed as a ma-
jor impediment to her stepson’s 
attempts at broadening support 
ahead of the presidential elec-
tion given Michelle Bolsonaro has 
proven popular among female and 
evangelical voters.

Flavio Bolsonaro, currently a 
senator, issued a public apology 
before his formal nomination last 
weekend as the Liberal Party’s 
presidential candidate — with his 
stepmother quickly accepting the 
olive branch.

He will face off  in October 
against leftist incumbent Luiz Ina-
cio Lula da Silva, 80, who is seek-
ing a fourth nonconsecutive term 
and has gained momentum in re-
cent weeks.

A Liberal Party event on Sunday 
in the capital Brasilia was expected 
to be a symbolic reunion of the 
two conservative heavyweights, 
but Michelle Bolsonaro was a no-
show. She was hospitalised the day 
before with a severe headache and 
only discharged as the event got 
underway, according to the medi-
cal center where she was treated.

Her brother Diego Torres deliv-
ered a speech she had planned on 
giving in her place.

Michelle Bolsonaro speaks to the media. (AFP/FilePhoto)

Spider-Man records $355mn opening in North America

Spider-Man: Brand New Day, Sony and Marvel’s latest chapter in the comic book adventure starring Tom 
Holland as the iconic web-slinger, raked in a massive $355mn in its North American debut, industry estimates 
showed Sunday. The opening was the second-biggest in domestic box off ice history, only behind Avengers: 
Endgame (2019) at $357mn, not adjusted for inflation, according to Box Off ice Mojo.
The film — which also stars Zendaya (who happens to be Holland’s wife), Mark Ruff alo, Florence Pugh, and 
Sadie Sink — sees Peter Parker living in isolation after he erased his identity from the world, confronting a 
personal transformation and new threats. “This is a colossal opening,” said analyst David A Gross of Franchise 
Entertainment Research. “The summer has been without a big action title for nine weeks — an eternity at the 
box off ice. The market is ripe-ripe-ripe for this film.” 
Spider-Man — the ninth live-action film featuring the hero, previously played by Tobey Maguire and Andrew 
Garfield — earned an additional $573mn abroad, according to industry tracker Exhibitor Relations. That puts 
its worldwide total at a staggering $928mn. (AFP)
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Survivors recall blasts before 
deadly Indonesian ferry fi re
AFP
Surabaya

Survivors said yesterday they 
heard multiple blasts mo-
ments before an Indonesian 

passenger ferry caught fi re, killing 
fi ve people and prompting many 
to jump into the sea, with rescu-
ers still searching the waters more 
than a day later.

There were 236 people on board 
the vessel when it left Indonesia’s 
second-largest city, Surabaya, for 
Makassar on Sulawesi island on 
Sunday morning, local search and 
rescue agency head Nanang Sigit 
said.

Nanang told Kompas TV yes-
terday 229 people had been res-
cued alive and fi ve bodies were 
recovered, leaving “mathemati-
cally, only two that have yet to be 
evacuated”.

But numbers provided by of-
fi cials have fl uctuated wildly. Ac-
cording to a toll given on Sunday, 
41 people were missing and fi ve 
dead from a total manifest of 271 
people.

National Search and Rescue 
Agency head Mohammad Syafi i told 
reporters late yesterday that “hope-
fully” all on board had been found.

Arman Asmara Syarifuddin, an 
East Java police offi  cial, told Kom-
pas TV earlier in the day that some 
28 people were still missing.

The reason for the discrepancy 
was not clear.

Syafi i said a rescue ship was 
deployed yesterday to carry out a 

fi nal search and should return to 
shore today morning.

Authorities will hold a news 
conference then, he said.

The fi re broke out on Sunday as 
passengers were eating breakfast, 
survivor Muhammad Abdul Karim 
told reporters in Surabaya after he 
disembarked from a rescue vessel.

“Initially, the smoke entered 
the information room, the sleep-
ing quarters. And then explosions 
happened,” he said.

The blaze originated in the 
stern, sending passengers fl eeing 
to the bow where they were all giv-
en life jackets, Muhammad said.

He said he jumped overboard 
with an elderly man as the fi re 
came closer, and saw fl ames en-
gulfi ng “almost all” of the ferry as 
he looked back.

“The waves were big and the 
ship coming to save us was quite 
far. Those were our fears when we 
were about to jump,” said Muham-
mad, who was rescued drifting at 
sea in his life jacket about seven 
hours later.

He said he had not seen any life-
boats aboard the ferry.

Rescuers with backup from two 
Indonesian warships and a navy 
surveillance aircraft were search-

ing for survivors even as estimates 
of the number of missing people 
kept changing.

Most evacuees were taken back to 
Surabaya, a six-hour boat ride from 
where the ferry ran into trouble.

Bambang Susilo, 36, said he felt 
the blaze come closer to the bow 
of the ferry and the fl oor getting 
warmer, convincing him and a fe-
male passenger to jump some 10 
metres (33 feet) into the sea.

“We had no choice but to sur-
render” to our fate, he told report-
ers at the Bhayangkara Hospital in 
Surabaya, where he was waiting to 
retrieve the body of a colleague.

Survivors of the Mutiara Sentosa 2 ferry which caught fire in the waters off  Madura island, East Java, gather at 
Tanjung Perak port in Surabaya early yesterday. (AFP)

China evacuates residents 
as heavy downpours hit 
northwest, southwest

Reuters
Beijing

China warned of risks from 
heavy downpours across 
multiple parts of the 

country yesterday, with storms 
concentrated in the northwest-
ern Shaanxi and southwestern 
Sichuan provinces where resi-
dents have been evacuated from 
high-risk areas.

The national forecaster re-
tained its second-highest level 
precipitation alert for various 
parts of the country yesterday, 
especially around northwestern 
Shaanxi, southwestern Chong-
qing, Guizhou and Guangxi, and 
in southern Guangdong.

The Shaanxi meteorological 
observatory raised its storm alert 
and warned of waterlogging and 
fl ash fl oods. Authorities have re-
located 87,987 people since July 
30.

Torrential rainfall in the 
northern parts of the low-lying 
Sichuan Basin and other ar-
eas has triggered eight geologi-

cal disasters in cities includ-
ing Yibin, Ziyang, Meishan and 
Guangyuan, CCTV reported.

No casualties have been re-
ported but Sichuan authorities 
evacuated another 40,249 peo-
ple across 20 cities yesterday as 
a preventative measure.

The total number of people 
relocated for safety in the south-
western province rose to 922,058 
since the fl ooding season began 
in mid-July, according to CCTV.

The Natural Resources Minis-
try said numerous rivers nation-
wide have risen above warning 
levels and issued a red alert for 
fl ash fl oods in central Chong-
qing.

In Yunnan, continuous 
heavy downpours are forecast 
from yesterday to Thursday, 
with high risks of flash floods, 
geological disasters and river 
flooding.

In China’s east, coastal ar-
eas can expect the eff ects of Ty-
phoon Dolphin later this week, 
with wind and rain appearing 
from Thursday into the week-
end, CCTV said.

Malaysia’s UMNO party 
boosted by state poll wins

AFP
Kuala Lumpur

A coalition led by Ma-
laysia’s former ruling 
UMNO party may be on a 

path back to national power af-
ter winning back-to-back state 
elections, analysts say.

The coalition, Barisan Na-
sional, took control of Negeri 
Sembilan state in a vote on Sat-
urday by teaming up with gov-
ernment opponents.

It secured a signifi cant major-
ity, infl icting a stinging defeat on 
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s 
ruling Pakatan Harapan alliance.

The result was Barisan Na-
sional’s second state win in 
weeks, with analysts citing clev-
er vote wrangling, and disaff ec-
tion among some ethnic Chinese 
voters with one of the governing 
coalition’s parties.

The state results were a warn-
ing to the prime minister, said 
Bridget Welsh, an expert on Ma-
laysian politics at the University 
of Nottingham Malaysia.

“The bell is ringing. The bell is 
ringing so loud that they seem to 
be deaf,” she told AFP.

State elections do not neces-
sarily translate into success at the 
national level, and Anwar remains 
prime minister, the analyst said.

But Welsh said the prime min-
ister had linked both campaigns 
to his leadership, and lost.

“It was a test, and it’s a test 
that they failed, and they failed 
quite signifi cantly.”

Barisan Nasional — of which 
UMNO is the biggest politi-
cal party — ruled Malaysia for 
decades before losing power in 

2018, brought down by a corrup-
tion scandal involving its leader 
at the time, Najib Razak, who is 
now in jail.

Political instability followed: 
three governments in quick 
succession until Anwar’s coali-
tion won the most seats in 2022, 
though not enough to govern 
alone.

Malaysia’s king then asked 
him to form a “unity govern-
ment” with his old rivals, in-
cluding Barisan Nasional.

UMNO has long positioned 
itself as a champion of Malay 
political and economic interests.

By contrast, Anwar’s People’s 
Justice Party has built its sup-
port on a multiracial and secular 
base including members of the 
country’s Malay, Chinese and 
Indian communities.

The results of the two state 
elections do not immediately 
alter Anwar’s grip on power na-
tionally, analysts said.

For one thing, Barisan Na-
sional is offi  cially still part of the 
prime minister’s governing coa-
lition in parliament.

But the back-to-back state 
wins could encourage major 
shifts in political alliances ahead 
of the next general elections, due 
by February 2028.

Mohammad Azizuddin Mu-
hammad Sani, a professor of 
politics and international re-
lations at the Universiti Utara 
Malaysia, said he expects Anwar 
to delay calling the next general 
election for as long as possible.

If the current momentum was 
maintained, the Malaysian gov-
ernment’s hold on power could 
be at risk in the next federal elec-
tion, he said.

Malaysia’s Sarawak grapples with rising crocodile encounters
Reuters
Sarawak

Villagers in one indigenous community in 
Malaysia’s Sarawak state once lived by 
an unspoken rule: leave the crocodile be, 

and it will leave you alone in turn.
But for the community’s headman, Daniel 

Muking, that taboo has now been broken, after 
his son was found dead following a crocodile at-
tack in May 2024.

“It has eaten my child, so I have every right to 
kill it,” he said.

Sarawak on Borneo island has seen a rise 
in crocodile encounters in recent years as the 
number of reptiles in the state’s rivers rebound-

ed. The crocodile population reached more than 
25,000 in 2024 after being nearly wiped out due 
to overexploitation in the 1980s, according to a 
survey.

Crocodile attacks have caused 22 deaths be-
tween 2023 and 2025, with fi ve fatalities so far 
this year.

Sarawak Deputy Natural Resources Minister 
Len Talif Salleh said authorities must balance 
wildlife conservation with the safety of river-
side communities.

The Sarawak state government has begun is-
suing hunting licences and launched a new mo-
bile phone application for the public to report 
sightings, as part of its eff orts to manage the 
crocodile population.

Though crocodile encounters have become 

more frequent, attacks have declined compared 
to 20 years ago, the Sarawak Forestry Corp said.

“Crocodiles may be appearing more fre-
quently near (human) settlements because 
they can fi nd food more easily there,” the cor-
poration’s general manager, Abang Arabi Abang 
Aimran, said.

Authorities have collaborated with licensed 
hunters and local communities to relocate 
crocodiles away from rivers near human settle-
ments.

For families such as Daniel’s, the move has 
given them long-awaited closure after the croc-
odile that villagers identifi ed as killing his son 
was eventually hunted down.

“I also want to eat its fl esh if I can,” Daniel 
said.

A crocodile hunter holds the foot of a lifeless crocodile to show its size 
during a hunting operation on the Kemena River in Bintulu, Sarawak. 
(Reuters)

Aung San Suu Kyi meets Red Cross delegate in Myanmar

AFP
Yangon

Myanmar’s detained dem-
ocratic leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi met with a Red 

Cross representative yesterday, 
the humanitarian group said, her 
fi rst publicised meeting with a 
foreign offi  cial since she was oust-
ed in a 2021 coup.

The military deposed Suu Kyi 
in February 2021, jailing the Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate and trigger-
ing an ongoing civil war that has 
killed more than 100,000 people, 
according to monitor ACLED.

The coup leader and former 
junta chief, Min Aung Hlaing, was 
installed as civilian president in 
April following highly restricted 
elections, which did not include 
Suu Kyi’s party.

Analysts say the vote was part of 
an eff ort to whitewash Min Aung 
Hlaing’s rule.

A spokesperson for the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) told AFP that its resident 
representative to Myanmar, Ar-
naud de Baecque, visited Suu Kyi 
yesterday.

The visit included the oppor-
tunity to speak with Suu Kyi “in 
private”, the ICRC said in a state-
ment.

Suu Kyi’s son, Kim Aris, has 
sought independently verifi ed 

proof that his mother is alive after 
she was transferred from prison 
to house arrest in April following 
Min Aung Hlaing’s change in po-
sition.

Kim Aris, a British national, de-
scribed the ICRC meeting as “an 
important fi rst step” that brought 
hope.

He said in a social media post 
he hoped the meeting would lead 
to “greater humanitarian access, 
direct contact with my mother, 
credible and independently veri-
fi ed information about her well-

being, and ultimately her imme-
diate and unconditional release, 
together with all political prison-
ers”.

The Myanmar president’s of-
fi ce earlier announced the meet-
ing, releasing photos of Suu Kyi 
shaking hands and sitting with de 
Baecque.

The ICRC spokesperson con-
fi rmed the veracity of the two im-
ages, and said the group did not 
take them.

“We are happy to see her photo 
like this... We can know now that 

she’s alive,” a veteran politician of 
her party told AFP on condition of 
anonymity.

Suu Kyi “should be released im-
mediately as she’s being detained 
unlawfully”, the politician added.

Government spokeswoman 
Khaing Khaing Soe said in a state-
ment that the meeting lasted more 
than 30 minutes.

Suu Kyi’s health was “stable and 
in good condition”, she said, the 
government’s usual description of 
the politician’s well-being.

Suu Kyi, now 81, was moved to 
house arrest after Min Aung Hla-
ing said he had commuted the rest 
of her sentence.

She was detained on a host of 
charges that rights groups say 
were confected to sideline her and 
her popular National League for 
Democracy party.

A police special branch offi  cer, 
speaking anonymously for securi-
ty reasons, said yesterday’s meet-
ing took place at an ex-minister’s 
house in the capital Naypyidaw 
where Suu Kyi is living under 
guard.

Authorities have not publicly 
disclosed the exact location of Suu 
Kyi’s detention, nor how many 
years of her sentence remain.

Myanmar has been largely os-
tracised by the international com-
munity since the coup, but analysts 
say Min Aung Hlaing is seeking to 
secure international legitimacy.

This handout photo taken and released yesterday by Myanmar’s 
Presidential Press and Information Bureau shows detained former 
civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi meeting with Arnaude de Baecque, 
resident representative of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
to Myanmar, in Naypyidaw. (AFP)

Korean Peninsula heatwave sparks emergency response
Reuters
Seoul

A record heatwave is grip-
ping the Korean Penin-
sula, sending temperatures 

soaring across Republic of Korea 
and North Korea as authorities 
expand emergency measures and 
residents seek relief in cooling 
shelters, beaches and water parks.

Forecasters said yesterday that 
extreme heat, previously concen-
trated in Republic of Korea’s south-
east, was spreading to the Seoul 
metropolitan area and other west-
ern regions. North Korean state me-

dia also reported temperatures ap-
proaching 40 degrees Celsius (104 
degrees Fahrenheit) in parts of the 
country and a fi fth straight tropical 
night in Pyongyang.

Republic of Korea’s weather 
agency warned temperatures could 
rise further in western regions this 
week and said the heatwave and 
tropical nights were likely to persist.

Data released by the Korea Dis-
ease Control and Prevention Agency 
on Sunday showed that 14 had died 
and 1,889 people had suff ered heat-
related illnesses since mid-May.

The Korea Meteorological Ad-
ministration (KMA) said Yangsan 
recorded 42.5C on Sunday, the 

highest temperature measured in 
122 years of weather observations. 
The southeastern city had already 
broken the national record on the 
two preceding days.

Prime Minister Han Seong-
sook ordered ministries and lo-
cal governments to mobilise all 
available resources to respond to 
heatwave and drought risks after 
the government raised its heat-
wave response alert to the second-
highest level, unlocking funding 
for relief eff orts and more frequent 
inspections in aff ected areas.

Power authorities have activated 
emergency measures and are closely 
monitoring supply and demand as 

electricity consumption is expected 
to reach a record high in late August 
amid surging air-conditioning use.

The KMA yesterday issued its 
fi rst-ever severe heatwave warning 
for parts of Seoul and neighbouring 
Gyeonggi Province, while the same 
highest-level heat alerts remained 
in eff ect across southern regions 
including Busan, Ulsan, South 
Gyeongsang and parts of Gwangju 
and South Jeolla Province.

Seoul districts have expanded 
cooling shelters and distributed 
free water and sun umbrellas, while 
Yangsan has expanded water-
spraying operations and water dis-
tribution.

Hong Kong jails prison guard 
over assault on inmate: media
A Hong Kong court sentenced 
a former prison off icer to three 
years in jail yesterday for an 
assault on an inmate that had 
led to his hospitalisation, local 
media said.
Tam Lik-chung pleaded guilty 
this year to assaulting the 
inmate during his time as 
an off icer at a correctional 
institution for young off enders 
in December 2023.
He was in charge of overseeing 
a group of inmates including 
the victim, Chiu Hei-tik, who 
was remanded for involvement 

in a robbery case, according to 
the court’s verdict in July.
Chiu testified during the trial 
that after he had thrown 
talcum powder at Tam during 
a game, the off icer ordered 
him to go to a stairwell and 
assaulted him with a wooden 
stick while two other inmates 
held him down.
Tam, who had pleaded guilty to 
charges of wounding with intent 
to do grievous bodily harm and 
perverting the course of justice, 
was sentenced to three years, 
local media reported. (AFP)
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Reform UK vows to use 
navy to stop small boats
AFP
London

The hard-right Reform UK 
party unveiled plans yes-
terday for, if it wins power, 

“the largest military operation” in 
the Channel “since World War II” 
to stop migrants crossing on small 
boats.

The proposal — which ex-
perts and other political parties 
promptly rubbished — comes days 
after tens of thousands of migrants 
entered Spain’s North African ex-
clave of Ceuta from neighbouring 
Morocco, reigniting Europe’s de-
bate over irregular migration.

“What happened in Ceuta over 
the weekend shows you just how 
serious this situation is,” Brexit 
campaigner Nigel Farage, who leads 
the anti-immigration Reform, told a 
press conference unveiling the new 
policy in a 28-page document.

It details plans to deploy Britain’s 
Royal Navy to return small boats to 
France, something proposed and 
swiftly abandoned by the Conserv-
ative government in 2020. Reform 
would need to win the next general 

election — not due until 2029 — to 
implement the proposals.

They come as Farage and Re-
form — which led national polls 
for around 18 months but have 
seen that lead disappear in recent 
weeks — are embroiled in a series 
of scandals and offi  cial probes into 
their fi nances.

The commissioner was already 

probing Farage for a separate al-
leged parliamentary rules breach. 
But that was suspended when the 
Reform head resigned as an MP 
to trigger a by-election next week 
that he is contesting.

Meanwhile, London police have 
confi rmed launching a probe in 
February last year over donations 
to Reform ahead of the 2024 gen-

eral election, following a referral 
from the Electoral Commission 
watchdog.

However, Farage denied the an-
nouncement was a distraction 
stunt. “We’re very confi dent that 
our policy of securely picking 
people up and safely taking them 
back to France ... falls within other 
conventions of international law,” 
he said, predicting Reform would 
stop the boats “within a fortnight”.

The party’s home aff airs 
spokesman Zia Yusuf insisted any 
French resistance “would be a 
crime against humanity”.

“If the Elysee Palace refuses, 
make no mistake: His Majesty’s 
Royal Marines will disembark 
them safely on the very shore they 
left that morning,” he added.

He said the plans would be “the 
largest military operation in the 
English Channel since World War 
II”. But Tom Sharpe, a former Royal 
Navy commander, told AFP that 
deploying the navy was “not really 
where the solution lies”.

“There’s a lot the navy can do but 
the idea of ... ferrying people back to 
France, against the French’s will, to 
me just doesn’t add up.”

Britain’s Reform UK party leader Nigel Farage holds a booklet that reads 
“Operation Fortress, Stopping the Invasion of Britain” as he speaks 
during a press conference in London, yesterday. (Reuters)

Reform UK deputy Tice 
investigated by watchdog

Reuters
London

The deputy leader of Brit-
ain’s right-wing Reform 
UK party, Richard Tice, is 

under investigation over a possi-
ble failure to declare an interest, 
a parliamentary watchdog said 
yesterday, three months after it 
opened an inquiry into the par-
ty’s leader.

Tice said on X the investiga-
tion was over whether he should 
have declared the interest at the 
start of a debate on UK democ-
racy and Israeli infl uence, and 
said it was based on a complaint 
by what he described as an “anti 
Israel” lobby group.

The Parliamentary Commis-
sioner for Standards did not go 
into details on the investigation, 
but said it related to rule six of 
the parliamentary code of con-
duct, which states:

“Members (of parliament) 
must always be open and frank 
in declaring any relevant interest 
in any proceeding of the House 
or its Committees, and in any 
communications with Minis-
ters, Members, public offi  cials or 
public offi  ce holders.”

An investigation by the com-

missioner does not mean that 
rules have been broken.

The watchdog launched an 
investigation into the popu-
list party’s leader, Nigel Farage, 
in May over a £5mn donation 
from a cryptocurrency billion-
aire, then paused the probe after 
Farage resigned his parliamen-
tary seat in July.

When he quit and announced 
plans to stand again for his seat, 
Farage said the establishment 
was bent on discrediting him over 
accusations about his fi nances.

British police are also inves-
tigating at least £500,000 in 
donations to Reform UK party, 
which Tice has said is part of 
a “politically motivated smear 
campaign”.

Reform UK had been leading 
in the polls for more than a year 
until last week, when a number 
of polls suggested the governing 
Labour Party had caught up or 
even retaken the lead, refl ecting 
a bounce for new Prime Minister 
Andy Burnham.

Tice said the complaint 
against him was over “whether 
I should have referenced my 
register of interests at start of a 
debate”. Tice’s list of registered 
interests includes a trip to Israel 
last September.

Bangladesh measles outbreak drives families into debt: aid groups
AFP
Dhaka

Bangladesh’s deadliest measles out-
break in decades, which has killed 
hundreds of children, has had a 

crippling economic impact on families, aid 
groups warned yesterday.

At least 844 children have died and more 
than 112,000 people have sought hospital 
treatment for the preventable disease since 
March 15, according to health department 
fi gures.

Nine out of 10 families aff ected by mea-

sles were forced to borrow to cover medical 
expenses, according to the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC) and the Bangladesh Red 
Crescent Society.

“The eff ects of this measles health 
emergency do not end at the hospital door, 
as families often face severe fi nancial hard-
ship,” said the IFRC chief in Dhaka, Alberto 
Bocanegra.

“Humanitarian assistance and strong 
social protection systems are both essen-
tial during public health emergencies,” he 
added.

The groups assessed 2,746 families who 

sought medical treatment for their chil-
dren at 12 government health facilities.

While hospital care is free, associated 
costs can quickly mount. 35% of surveyed 
families needed fi nancial support to pay 
for medicines, while 22% needed food as-
sistance.

Many aff ected families come from poor-
er communities and rely on informal work, 
earning between $48 and $160 a month.

Families aff ected by the outbreak spent 
an average of more than $130 on treat-
ment and related expenses, the assessment 
found.

“Treatment at the government hospital 

is free, but other costs are not covered,” 
said Hazera Khatun, a woman surveyed for 
the assessment, who reported spending 
around $200 to hire an ambulance to reach 
a hospital in Dhaka.

Many caregivers also reported losing their 
jobs because they had to remain in hospitals 
for extended periods to care for sick children.

“The assessment shows that many fam-
ilies are facing not only a health emergency 
but also a severe fi nancial strain,” said Ka-
bir M Ashraf Alam, secretary-general of 
the Bangladesh Red Crescent Society.

Measles is highly contagious, spreading 
through coughs and sneezes, and has no 

specifi c treatment once caught.
Complications can include brain swell-

ing and severe breathing problems. While 
the disease can aff ect anyone, it is most 
common among children.

Gaps in immunisation worsened during 
and after the chaos of a 2024 anti-govern-
ment uprising, leaving large numbers of 
children unprotected.

The South Asian nation of 170mn people 
has rolled out a mass vaccination drive to 
combat the outbreak.

But children continue to be infected and 
die from the disease. On Sunday alone, 
four children died of suspected measles.

14 dead, thousands displaced as 
rains, fl oods hit southern India
Reuters
Kochi

Heavy rains and floods battered parts 
of southern India over the week-
end, killing at least 11 and displacing 

thousands in the state of Kerala, and set-
ting off a landslide that killed at least three 
in neighbouring Karnataka, authorities and 
news reports said.

The death toll in rain-related incidents 
rose to 11 by Sunday and nearly 7,700 people 
were evacuated to around 275 relief camps 
across Kerala, a state government minister 
said.

Kerala’s Chief Minister V D Satheesan said 
yesterday he would be meeting district offi-
cials to review relief camp arrangements. On 
Sunday, he said clean-up operations had be-
gun in flood-affected areas.

The state is likely to see strong winds and 
moderate rainfall in some areas yesterday, 
the state’s disaster management authority 
said.

Heavy rains also forced closures of many 
schools across the state, while the govern-
ment postponed a state-level teacher re-
cruitment exam.

In the northern neighbouring state of Kar-
nataka, heavy rains triggered a landslide that 
killed a couple and their son on Saturday, 
newspaper the Hindu reported.

Rescue personnel evacuate residents from a flooded neighbourhood in an inflatable boat following 
heavy rains in Kakkodi, Kerala, yesterday. (Reuters)

Australia confi rms fi rst 
mass death of seabirds 
from H5N1 bird flu
Reuters
Canberra

Australia warned yester-
day against the risk of a 
wider spread of H5N1 bird 

fl u after its fi rst mass mortality 
episode among seabirds killed 
about 50 greater crested terns off  
the coast south of Adelaide.

However, there is no evidence 
yet of the virus on Australia’s 
farms, many of which have 
locked down to safeguard poul-
try fl ocks since it was fi rst de-
tected in June.

Agriculture Minister Julie 
Collins said testing confi rmed 
H5N1 bird fl u in a group of 49 
dead and 35 sick terns found by 
helicopter surveillance on rocks 
off  Cape Jaff a, 250km (155 miles) 
from Adelaide on Friday.

“Australians should expect 
to see more spread and larger 
numbers now of wildlife being 
aff ected,” she told reporters in 
Canberra, the capital.

“This is the fi rst confi rmed 
case of a mass mortality,” she 
added. “Once the H5 bird fl u 

is spreading in wildlife and 
the natural environment, it is 
not possible to avoid signifi -
cant losses, which is what we’re 
starting to see now.”

Australia’s tally of 74 con-
fi rmed cases is spread as wide as 
the states of Western Australia 
and Queensland, though most 
cases were in South Australia, 
Collins said.

Australia and New Zealand — 
which saw its fi rst H5N1 case last 
month — have spent years brac-
ing for the virus, with steps such 
as tighter biosecurity at farms, 
testing of shore birds, vaccinat-
ing vulnerable species and war-
gaming response plans.

The virus has killed hundreds 
of millions of birds and mam-
mals in recent years, causing 
billions of dollars in losses to 
poultry farmers, infecting cattle 
in the US and littering beaches 
with corpses of birds and seals.

H5N1 bird fl u can infect hu-
mans who have contact with in-
fected animals. But the number 
of cases worldwide is small and 
offi  cials say the risk to humans 
is low.

Last Scottish island bird hunt 
banned after almost 500 years

A centuries-old annual bird 
chick hunt on a remote Scottish 
island, known as the Guga Hunt, 
has been banned this year, the 
authorities said yesterday, citing 
conservation concerns.
A hunting group, the “Men of 
Ness”, had requested a licence 
to hunt up to “2,000 juvenile 
gannets”, Scotland’s natural 
heritage agency NatureScot 
said.
First recorded in 1549, the 
annual hunt involves a 64km 
journey across rough seas to 
the remote, uninhabited island 
of Sula Sgeir, off Scotland’s 
northwest coast.
During the hunt, baby gannets 
are taken from the rocks with a 
special pole, hit on the head and 
salted before hunters return to 
the Isle of Lewis.
NatureScot acknowledged the 
“significant opposition” the 
hunt faced from animal rights 
campaigners, who have long 
petitioned against it.
But it said it had banned the 

hunt as “based on the most 
up-to-date science, we have 
concluded an adverse impact 
is possible on the Sula Sgeir 
gannet population in 2026”.
The gannet population had 
suffered “mass mortalities” in 
2021-2023 due to bird flu, it 
said, adding the hunters could 
reapply for a licence in 2027.
Yet many locals lamented the 
loss of a centuries-old tradition.
The ban was “inevitable” but it 
is “a real shame”, said local John 
Malcolm, 46. “The hunt’s been 
going for 400 years and it’s a 
sustainable practice.”
Traditionally, the gannet chick 
meat (“guga”) is boiled for a 
long period of time and served 
with potatoes.
Wild bird meat was historically 
a vital source of food for 
impoverished communities 
living in a harsh, remote 
environment. Other cliff-nesting 
birds were also harvested for 
everything from eggs to fat.
(AFP)

England, Wales had driest July on record: Met Offi  ce

AFP
London

England and Wales both experienced the 
“driest July on record”, the UK Met Offi  ce 
weather agency said yesterday, based on 

provisional fi gures.
The month of July was also the “sunniest 

month ever observed” in Britain, the Met Offi  ce 
said.

“July 2026 has been a truly remarkable month 
in the UK’s climate record,” said Met Offi  ce sci-
ence manager Amy Doherty.

It saw a “combination of record-breaking 
dryness, exceptional warmth and unprecedent-
ed sunshine,” she noted.

The weather service said that, of of the two 
UK countries, England had recorded just 6.5mm 
(0.25 of an inch) of rain, 10% of the usual aver-
age fi gure, while Wales had 9.3mm, the Met Of-
fi ce said.

Little in the way of rain is forecast for the next 
week, it added.

In the southern part of England, July was 
the driest month ever recorded, dating back to 

1836, with just 1.9mm of rainfall, or 3% of the 
average fi gure, the Met Offi  ce said.

London and its suburbs are one of 19 English 
regions to have had no more than one millimetre 
of rainfall last month.

The last three months all saw below aver-
age monthly rainfall.

Helen Wakeham, chairperson of the National 
Drought Group, said: “We are seeing the eff ects 
on our farmers, our wildlife, and the amount 
available for public and business use.”

Water companies in parts of England and 
Wales have imposed bans on using hose pipes 
for household tasks and watering plants.

“The impact of this on nature and biodi-
versity — our birds, bees and butterflies — is 
simply unfathomable,” said Greenpeace UK’s 
head of politics Ami McCarthy in a state-
ment.

Friends of the Earth’s head of campaign, Ro-
sie Downes, called for a “stronger National Ad-
aptation Plan” to help the UK prepare for the 
“increasingly extreme weather we can be sure 
to expect as the planet warms”.

Britain’s current national adaptation pro-
gramme includes plans for new fl ood defences, 

more green areas and more drought-resistant 
crops.

For the United Kingdom overall this was the 
second-hottest July ever.

Record-breaking heatwaves in May and June 
led to an estimated 2,877 excess deaths in Eng-
land, the UK Health Security Agency said last 
week.

It has put in place an amber health warning 
for four regions, including London, warning of 
increased risk to those over 65 years old or with 
pre-existing health conditions.

Wales had its joint hottest July on record, 
with a mean temperature of 17.8C, a fi gure pre-
viously hit in 2006 and 1983.

“Harvest is fi nished and is only just the be-
ginning of August,” president of the National 
Farmers’ Union Tom Bradshaw told Sky News 
yesterday.

“That’s unthinkable compared to only a dec-
ade ago and it will be one of the earliest harvests 
on record,” he said, adding yields were a third 
lower than normal.

McCarthy of Greenpeace UK urged the govern-
ment to “fi nancially support” farmers “to transi-
tion to more nature-friendly farming methods”.



By Kamran Rehmat

Begin with the question 
nobody in Europe seems 
willing to ask out loud.

More than 50,000 
people did not converge on one 
of the most heavily militarised 
frontiers on earth, on an ordinary 
Thursday morning, because 
a rumour went round on a 
messaging app. Rumours travel 
after a gate is unlatched, not 
before. The accounts out of Ceuta 
are consistent on the mechanism: 
Moroccan police waved Moroccans 
towards the water while beating 
sub-Saharan Africans away 
from it. Border guards who sort 
a crowd by nationality are not 
overwhelmed guards. They are 
guards following instructions.

By Saturday, armed Moroccan 
patrols were back on the shoreline 
and the roads behind it, and 
nothing was getting through. 
A frontier that can be resealed 
within 36 hours was never 
breached. It was opened, and 
closed again, once the images had 
done their work.

The instrument is not new, and 
Morocco is not its only owner. 
Belarus used it against Poland; 
Ceuta itself was used this way 
in 2021, after Madrid admitted a 
separatist leader for treatment.

Migration-as-leverage is an 
established branch of statecraft, 
and it works because receiving 
countries are so reliably hysterical. 
Yet the argument this weekend 
proceeded as though weather had 

struck: how high should Spain’s 
fences be, how fast can they be 
raised. Twenty-two European 
leaders wrote to the European 
Commission demanding an 
emergency meeting of interior 
ministers. Not one of them, so far 
as anyone can tell, wrote to Rabat.

The numbers deserve setting 
down plainly, because they are 
being handled carelessly. More 
than 50,000 crossed into a city 
of 84,000. At least 72 died, 
most by drowning; local police 
representatives put it above 70 
and say many of the dead were 
children who could not swim. 
By late Friday, 48,300 had 
already returned to Morocco, 
and hundreds more walked out 
overnight.

Notice what happens to those 
two fi gures once they enter the 
anti-immigration bloodstream. 
The crowd is cited at its maximum, 
the death toll at its minimum, and 
the drowned are cleared away in 
a subordinate clause before the 
argument hurries on to American 
electoral politics; the US president 
obliged within hours, calling Ceuta 
a talking point for the midterms. 
Dead children off  the North 
African coast, converted into 
campaign material for a country 
4,000 miles away, inside a day.

Spain’s answer was buoys. An 
infl atable line fi ve hundred metres 
long, extending a metre below the 
surface, backed by anchored navy 
fl oats. Against people who swam 
for half an hour or more, some 
covering a couple of miles, this is 
not border control, and lawyers 
asked, reasonably, how anyone 
intercepts a swimmer going round 
the end of it.

Spain’s prime minister 
conceded the point himself, 
calling his own installation a 
containment barrier, physical 
if only visual. Governments do 
not usually announce their own 
stage sets. But the rest of his 
explanation matters more: the 
buoys, he said, bring Spain into 
line with a recent Supreme Court 
ruling, which held that migrants 
intercepted at sea cannot be 
summarily returned unless they 
have bypassed a barrier.

Read that twice and the 
buoys stop being a farce and 
become deft lawyering. The 
court stripped Madrid of 
immediate pushback and left a 
single exception standing. Spain 
has manufactured a barrier — 
fl oating, porous, essentially 
decorative — for no purpose but 
to reoccupy it. It need not stop 
anyone. It need only exist, so 
that swimming past it becomes 
an act with legal consequences. 
The opposition’s jibe that you do 
not secure a border with buoys 
is entirely correct and entirely 
beside the point.

There is an unlovelier reading. 
Court rulings that restrain the 
state tend to be followed by 

architecture that restores it: the 
barrier answers the judgment, not 
the crossing.

The far right barely had 
to open its mouth this week, 
because the centre did the work 
for it. A Danish social democrat 
proposed suspending a fellow 
member state from Schengen. 
A German Christian democrat 
demanded Morocco take back 
irregular migrants immediately 
— a long journey from the open-
handed language of 2015, and 
from the Syrians of that year who 
are now German citizens and 
neighbours. Italy went furthest, 
suspending free movement with 
Spain, with Helsinki cheering it 
on: states that fail to police the 

external border forfeit their place 
in the passport-free zone.

That deserved more scrutiny. 
Europe’s external border was open 
for a day and a half and repaired 
itself. Its internal border was 
closed by a member government, 
deliberately, as policy. The 
durable damage may prove to have 
been done in Rome rather than at 
the sea wall, and the precedent is 
now sitting there, ready for the 
next set of dramatic pictures from 
any coastline.

All of it is in defi ance of the 
data. Irregular crossings into the 
bloc fell by a quarter last year to 
178,000, less than half the 2023 
level. Net migration fell in Britain, 
Germany and Spain, rising only 
modestly in France and Italy. 
None of it counts, because none 
of it is visible, and young men 
going over a fence are. Which 
is why Madrid cannot win by 
being right, and why Britain’s last 
centrist prime minister — who 
presided over falling numbers, 
hardened his language to match, 
and resigned last month anyway, 
unpopular and disbelieved — is 
the cautionary tale every centrist 
in Europe has memorised. The 
lesson drawn from him is not that 
toughness fails to persuade, but 

that he was not tough enough. 
That reading is wrong, and it will 
be acted upon regardless.

Strip away the melodrama and 
what remains in Ceuta is a few 
hundred people on a beach north-
west of the city, with no food, 
no shelter and nowhere to go. 
They are the residue of somebody 
else’s sorting: the ones Moroccan 
guards worked hardest to keep 
out, and therefore, by the plainest 
logic available, the likeliest to 
hold genuine protection claims. 
Sudanese, Senegalese, Malians 
— people who crossed the 
Sahara over months or years, not 
day-trippers who drove up from 
Casablanca on a rumour and were 
home by Saturday. The confi dent 
line that this was economic 
migration rather than asylum 
accurately describes the 48,300 
who left and badly misdescribes 
the few hundred who stayed. It 
is the wrong sentence about the 
wrong people, and the one Europe 
has decided to repeat.

The fi nal absurdity is 
geographic. Ceuta sits inside the 
passport-free zone but under 
special rules: nobody who swims 
ashore can walk onward to 
mainland Spain. It is Schengen 
with a lock on the far door. 
Warnings that these men would 
soon be massing at Calais collide 
with the architecture of the place. 
Europe spent a weekend terrifi ed 
of people it had already contained 
by design, then rewrote its internal 
borders to contain them again.

The correction came from the 
84,000 residents who had lived 
through it. On Saturday evening 
a visiting hard-right politician, 
in town to demand expulsions, 
sheltered in a bar while locals 
hammered on the windows, and 
had to be walked out by police — to 
chants that Ceuta united would 
never be divided.

The town that was overwhelmed 
proved less frightened than 
the capitals that watched it on 
television. That is the whole story, 
and nobody in Brussels wants to 
hear it.

• The writer is Deputy Managing 
Editor, Gulf Times.
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The avalanche that swept away a 10-member 
international team on Broad Peak last 
Thursday has turned one of Pakistan’s great 

natural wonders into the scene of an immense 
human tragedy. Among the dead was British-Nepali 
mountaineer Nirmal “Nims” Purja, whose speed 
records made him a global symbol of high-altitude 
ambition. His feats enlarged what elite mountaineers 
believed possible at altitude. He died with fi ve other 
Nepalese climbers and teammates from Pakistan, 
Oman, the United States and China.

Purja’s fame will understandably dominate many 
tributes. It must not, however, obscure the nine other 
lives lost: professionals, clients, guides and high-
altitude workers whose families now confront the same 
irreparable absence. Nor should this disaster be viewed 
in isolation. French climber Guillaume Pierrel was killed 
by an avalanche on K6 in June, and Czech mountaineer 
Jaroslav Bansky died in a fall on Masherbrum in July. 
Twelve climbers have therefore perished in Gilgit-
Baltistan during this summer season alone.

Mountaineering can never be made risk-free. Those 

who enter extreme-altitude terrain knowingly accept 
dangers that no government, operator or technology 
can abolish. It would be facile to blame the mountain, 
and unfair to assume that stricter rules would 
necessarily have prevented an avalanche of such force. 
Yet acceptance of personal risk does not absolve the 
state or expedition organisers of their duty to reduce 
avoidable danger and prepare for the worst.

Pakistan already requires permits, registered 
tour companies and insurance arrangements, 
including cover for porters and local mountaineers. 
These are necessary safeguards, but paperwork is 
not a rescue system. On Broad Peak, drones and 
aerial reconnaissance helped locate the victims, 
while Pakistani and Nepalese climbers mounted an 
exceptionally hazardous ground recovery. Adverse 
weather restricted helicopter operations. Reuters 
also reported a critical capability gap: unlike Nepal, 
Pakistan does not practise helicopter long-line 
rescue in the mountains.

That stark defi ciency deserves urgent attention. 
Pakistan needs a permanent, professionally trained 

high-altitude search-and-rescue service based in the 
north, with suitable aircraft, winching or long-line 
capability, specialist medical teams, advanced drones 
and pre-positioned equipment. Its protocols should 
unite the Gilgit-Baltistan administration, Pakistan 
Army Aviation, Rescue 1122, the Alpine Club, tour 
operators and local climbing experts under a clear 
command structure. Regular joint exercises must 
replace improvisation after alarms are raised.

Prevention requires equal seriousness. Authorities 
should operate a central mountain-weather and 
avalanche advisory service, require continuous 
tracking and scheduled check-ins, and ensure that 
every expedition submits a credible emergency and 
evacuation plan. Operators’ safety records and guide 
qualifi cations should be independently audited. Local 
porters and guides — too often the least celebrated 
people carrying the greatest exposure — must receive 
proper equipment, training, pay, life insurance and 
disability protection.

There should now be a transparent, expert-
led examination of the Broad Peak disaster. Its 

purpose must not be to apportion blame before 
evidence is gathered, but to establish the snow and 
weather conditions, the movement and decisions 
of the expedition, the timing of the alarm and the 
eff ectiveness of the response. Findings should be 
published and translated into enforceable lessons.

Pakistan’s fi ve 8,000-metre peaks draw adventurers, 
revenue and international prestige, while sustaining 
livelihoods across Gilgit-Baltistan. Protecting that 
economy means protecting the people on whom it 
depends. Better safety will also strengthen Pakistan’s 
standing as a responsible adventure destination, 
reassuring climbers without pretending that the 
Karakoram’s formidable hazards can ever be fully 
controlled or eliminated. The mountains will always 
command humility; they should not command 
institutional helplessness.

The perished deserve more than eloquent 
condolences. The fi nest memorial would be a safer 
climbing culture — one that honours courage without 
romanticising preventable loss, and treats every life, 
famous or unsung, as equally worth saving.

The Broad Peak tragedy demands more than just mourning

Cheerful welcome

Thailand’s Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul applauds next to Indonesia’s President Prabowo Subianto 
as they are greeted by elementary school children waving Thai and Indonesian flags, during a welcome 
ceremony in Jakarta, Indonesia, yesterday. (Reuters)
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Members of the Spanish Army’s ‘Regulares’ infantry forces watch a group of migrants near the border post of 
the Spanish enclave of Ceuta on Sunday. (AFP)

A combination picture shows migrants’ belongings lying on El Tarajal 
beach, amid mass crossings of migrants on foot and by sea from 
Morocco into Spanish territory, in Ceuta. (Reuters)
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Water bombers fi ght blazes 
raging near Greece capital
AFP
Kryo Pigadi, Greece

Flames fl ared up again in 
Greece yesterday, as wild-
fi res that have raged west of 

Athens for four days remained a 
threat despite easing winds and 
the deployment of fi refi ghting air-
craft. Wildfi res that have raged for 
four days west of Athens remained 
a threat, with fl ames fl aring up 
yesterday despite easing winds and 
fi refi ghting aircraft deployment.

Firefi ghters reported a slight 
improvement in conditions ear-
lier in the day, but authorities later 
warned of fresh fl are-ups on one of 
the main fi re fronts near Megara, 
about 30 km west of the capital.

“The wind has eased in the area, 
but in Kandyli there are still gusts 
and currents created by rising hot 
air, and we are seeing the fi re fl are 
up again,” Megara mayor Panagi-
otis Margetis told AFP.

For now, there had been no dam-
age to homes or businesses in the 
villages of Kandyli and Agia Skepi, 
around 50 km west of Athens, he 
said. But the fi re was “constantly 
changing direction” and moving 
closer to Megara’s industrial zone, 
creating a “very dangerous” situ-
ation, Margetis told state broad-
caster ERT.

The fi re brigade confi rmed that 
the blaze had intensifi ed yes-
terday afternoon. “That is nor-
mal because there are still active 
hotspots,” a fi re service source told 
AFP. Earlier, fi re service spokes-
man Yannis Artopios said condi-
tions had improved but warned the 
danger was far from over.

“If we had to describe the cur-
rent situation, we would say there 
has been an improvement, but 
there is absolutely no reason to let 
our guard down,” he said.

Large areas aff ected by the fi re 
still contained active or smoulder-
ing hotspots requiring constant 
monitoring, as even a strong gust 
of wind could trigger fresh out-
breaks, he added.

The fi re service said 450 fi re-
fi ghters were battling the blaze, 
supported by 12 helicopters and 16 
water-bombing aircraft.

“I would say that it is defi nitely 
one of the worst fi re crises I’ve 
seen in the past, maybe eight to 10 

years,” Theodore Giannaros, a sen-
ior wildfi re meteorologist at the 
National Observatory, told AFP.

Although winds that at times 
exceeded 100 km per hour in the 
Attica region have largely sub-
sided, temperatures are forecast 
to rise to 37C on Wednesday, po-
tentially complicating fi refi ghting 
eff orts.

“Fuels will dry out even more,” 
Giannaros said. “That will make 
vegetation more fl ammable than it 
was at the beginning of June.”

On the ground, residents were 
dismayed yesterday by the scale of 
the disaster, which aff ected forest-
ed and agricultural areas, particu-
larly olive groves.

To date, very few homes have 
been burned, AFP photographers 
reported, and the fi re has prima-
rily destroyed vegetation on the 
mountainsides. “It’s a total disas-
ter, what happened is unaccept-
able,” Konstantinos Makrinoris, 
former mayor of the town of Vilia 
near Porto Germeno, told AFP.

Other fi res across the country, 
including one on the Ionian island 
of Cephalonia, had largely been 
contained, the Greek fi re service 
said.The wildfi res have claimed 
fi ve lives since last week.

On Sunday, two Bell helicopters 
collided while carrying out fi re-
fi ghting operations near Psatha.

Greek media reported that a 
Danish pilot and a Greek co-pilot 
aboard one helicopter were killed, 
while the British pilot and Greek 
co-pilot in the second aircraft were 
injured and taken to hospital.

Pending the outcome of an of-
fi cial investigation, all Bell heli-
copters involved in fi refi ghting 
operations have been grounded, 
public broadcaster ERT reported. 
The deaths followed those of three 
fi refi ghters who were killed last 
week while battling separate wild-
fi res in Crete and the Peloponnese.

Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitso-
takis has warned that Greece faces 
“extremely diffi  cult” days ahead as 
high temperatures and dry condi-
tions continue to fuel fi res. More 
than 12,000 hectares of forest and 
agricultural land have burned over 
the past week, according to the Eu-
ropean Union’s Copernicus Earth 
observation programme cited by 
Greek media.

An Erickson firefighting helicopter makes strategic water drops as a wildfire burns in Mount Kitheronas, near 
Psatha, west of Athens yesterday. (Reuters)

Firefighters work as a wildfire burns on Mount Kithairon. (Reuters)

Spain defends Ceuta sovereignty after migrant rush
AFP
Ceuta

Spain insisted yesterday its 
sovereignty over Ceuta was 
“unquestionable”, after tens 

of thousands of migrants irregularly 
entered the north African territory 
from Morocco.

Madrid has avoided criticising 
Rabat over last week’s mass arrivals, 
which some commentators have in-
terpreted as a means for Morocco to 
pressure Spain.

Morocco does not recognise Ceu-
ta and Madrid’s other north African 

exclave, Melilla, as Spanish territory 
and has claimed sovereignty over 
them since its independence in 1956.

Answering a question during tel-
evised remarks yesterday, Spain’s 
Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Al-
bares said: “That Ceuta and Melilla 
are an integral part of Spain’s terri-
tory is unquestionable, for the whole 
world.”

Most of the estimated 60,000 
people who last week rushed into 
Ceuta — most having swum by sea 
around the border barrier — have 
since returned to Morocco.

The Spanish central government’s 
delegate in Ceuta, Miguel Angel Pe-

rez, said yesterday that 2,500 of 
them were estimated to still be in 
Ceuta. Ceuta’s top offi  cial Juan Je-
sus Vivas put the fi gure at between 
3,000 and 5,000.

AFP saw Spanish police and sol-
diers on Sunday patrolling and es-
corting small groups of migrants to 
the border to return to Morocco.

The charity Save the Children said 
in a statement yesterday that “about 
1,000” of the remaining migrants 
from last week’s arrivals were mi-
nors who were “unprotected”.

It said Ceuta’s child protection 
system had capacity to look after just 
100.AFP on Saturday saw hundreds 

of children sheltering in a warehouse 
complex near the border, who said 
they had no food.

“There was no report alerting 
us to the size of the numbers that 
we had to respond to,” Spain’s Mi-
gration Minister Elma Saiz said on 
Monday in televised comments.

“Of course, this response would 
not have been possible without Mo-
rocco’s collaboration.”

Some analysts suggested Mo-
rocco might have allowed migrants 
to cross the border to put diplo-
matic pressure on Spain, which has 
recently improved ties with Rabat’s 
arch-enemy Algeria.

Migrants who crossed into Ceuta are taken back to Morocco in an army 
vehicle, following deadly mass crossings of migrants on foot and by sea 
from Morocco into Spanish territory, in Ceuta. (Reuters)

Russian offi  cials say 11 killed in Ukrainian strikes
AFP
Moscow

Ukrainian strikes, one in a 
Russian Black Sea resort 
and another in the an-

nexed peninsula of Crimea, killed 
a total of 11 people and wounded 
dozens, offi  cials said.

The death toll from a drone at-
tack on Russia’s seaside village of 
Arkhipo-Osipovka rose to seven, 
with three children among them, 
the crisis task force for Russia’s 
southern Krasnodar region said 
on social media.

Venyamin Kondratyev, the gov-
ernor, said earlier that Ukraine 
had struck the Black Sea resort 
with a drone.

Unverifi ed social media foot-
age showed what appeared to be a 
drone crashing into a busy beach 
at Arkhipo-Osipovka, as tourists 
looked on from the shore and in 
the water.

Four people were also killed in 
a Ukrainian strike on Russia-an-
nexed Crimea, the Moscow-in-
stalled governor Sergey Aksyonov 
said in a post on Telegram.

The Black Sea coast and Crimea 
are both summer destinations 
popular among Russian tourists.

There has been an uptick in 
civilian deaths in the confl ict 

throughout 2026, the UN has re-
ported, as the four-and-a-half-
year war grinds on with no sign of 
a peace deal.

Ukraine often fi res hundreds 
of drones into Russian territories 
at night, in retaliation for Mos-
cow’s own barrages of drones and 
missiles fi red against Ukrainian 
towns and cities.

Russia launched its full-scale 
off ensive against Ukraine in Feb-

ruary 2022, and has regularly 
struck its neighbour, including 
from the Crimean peninsula.

Ukraine has in recent months 
intensifi ed its counter-strikes on 
Crimea — seized by Moscow in 
2014 — leading to electricity and 
fuel shortages this summer.

A Russian attack on Ukraine’s 
Kryvyi Rig — President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky’s home city — 
killed three people, the governor 

of Dnipropetrovsk region Ole-
ksandr Ganzha said

Among the victims was an 
eight-year-old boy, he added.

In a picture he posted, fi re-
fi ghters could be seen dousing the 
fl ames near the charred shell of a 
car at a gas station.

Another Russian attack, on the 
southern Odesa region wounded 
13 people, said governor Oleg 
Kiper.

Smoke rises after a Ukrainian drone attack on a Wildberries warehouse, in Novosemeykino, Samara region, 
Russia. (Reuters)

EU chief urges ‘united 
action’ on borders after 
Ceuta migrant episode

AFP
Brussels

EU chief Ursula von der 
Leyen called yesterday for 
“united action” on border 

security after a migrant rush on 
Spain’s North African enclave 
of Ceuta triggered a public spat 
between Madrid and several 
European partners.

“From this incident, it is clear 
that we must do more to fur-
ther strengthen our borders at 
critical points,” von der Leyen 
wrote in a letter to Spanish 
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez 
seen by AFP.

“The protection of all our 
external borders is a shared 
European responsibility,” she 
warned, calling for “vigilant 
monitoring and the use of 
physical barriers where need-
ed.”

Von der Leyen commended 
Sanchez on the “swift han-
dling” of the crisis that saw tens 
of thousands of people stream 
into Ceuta from Morocco — 
almost all of whom have since 
left. But the unprecedented 
scenes in Ceuta triggered sharp 
tensions among the European 
Union’s 27 member states, with 
migration hawks Italy and Den-
mark in particular calling for 
Spain to be suspended from 

the Schengen free-travel area. 
Madrid pushed back fi rmly at 
what it called a “selfi sh” pro-
posal — which in any case is le-
gally impossible under EU rules 
— while calling for emergency 
talks among EU interior minis-
ters to chart a way forward.

The videoconference set for 
today will be a chance to draw 
“lessons” from the Ceuta epi-
sode, von der Leyen said, warn-
ing the challenges of illegal im-
migration require “a common 
European response, united ac-
tion and solidarity”.

The commission chief urged 
the bloc to “double down” in 
fi ve areas: preventing irregu-
lar migration in the fi rst place 
via co-operation with partner 
states; strengthening external 
borders; implementing early 
warning systems; dismantling 
smuggling networks and rein-
forcing returns.

Framing today’s meeting as a 
“fi rst step,” von der Leyen said 
she expected leaders would take 
up the issue at their next sum-
mit, currently planned for Oc-
tober. 

The EU has signifi cantly 
tightened its migration rules 
in recent months, including by 
allowing member states to send 
failed asylum seekers to so-
called “return hubs” located 
outside the bloc’s borders.

Heavily-pregnant woman dies after 
Turkiye balcony fall, husband held
A heavily pregnant woman died after falling from the balcony of 
her home in western Turkiye, with police detaining her husband, 
state news agency Anadolu reported yesterday.
The 35-year-old woman, who was eight months pregnant, died 
late on Sunday. A Sudanese national, she was living with her 
husband in a fourth-floor flat in the city of Bursa. Her husband, 37, 
who was home at the time of the incident with their three-year-old 
daughter, was taken into custody. The husband told police that his 
wife had jumped out of the bedroom window. 
In his testimony, he told police he met his wife in Sudan and they 
had been married for five years. He admitted to solvent abuse, 
saying the habit often caused fights including one on Sunday 
night. Two neighbours also reported hearing sounds of a fight, 
Anadolu said. Turkiye does not publish figures on femicides, 
leaving the task to women’s organisations that collect data on 
murders and other deaths under suspicious circumstances from 
news reports. Figures from We Will Stop Femicides show that 
in the first seven months of this year, 215 women were killed or 
found dead in suspicious circumstances. (AFP)

Hungary nuclear power 
plant shutdown averted 
AFP
Budapest

Hungarian Prime Minister 
Peter Magyar yesterday 
said his country’s sole 

nuclear power plant remained 
operational for now, after a swel-
tering heatwave nearly forced its 
shutdown.

The nuclear plant in Paks, south 
of Budapest, is cooled by water 
pumped from the Danube river, 
which has dropped to record low 
levels because of a lack of rain and 
successive heatwaves since May.

Its four reactors normally sup-
ply around a third of the central 
European country’s electricity 
needs, but were forced to gradually 
reduce their output last week due 
to the falling water levels.

The plant’s second-to-last unit 
was taken offl  ine early on Sunday, 
with Magyar announcing that the 
entire plant would be shut down in 
the coming hours for the fi rst time 
in 44 years.

However, Magyar yesterday said 
engineers had been able reduce the 
amount of cooling water needed to 
keep one turbine online and “eve-
ryone is working to keep opera-
tions running”. 

“The water management fore-
casts for the coming days have be-
come slightly more optimistic,” he 

said while addressing media. 
The government plans to make 

up for the energy shortfall with a 
combination of voluntary reduc-
tions from large consumers, costly 
imports and asking the public to 
cut back on electricity during peak 
evening hours.

In neighbouring Romania, au-
thorities are also trying to avert a 
complete shutdown of that coun-
try’s nuclear power plant, which is 
similarly cooled by the Danube.

Yesterday, a controlled blast was 
carried out on a rock formation in 
the hopes of increasing the fl ow 
of water toward the plant in Cer-
navoda, where one reactor has al-
ready been shut down.

Romania’s government has also 
increased its electricity imports 
and called on companies to reduce 
electricity consumption, includ-
ing shifting their production to 
off -peak hours.

‘Everyone is working 
to keep operations 
running. The water 
management 
forecasts for the 
coming days have 
become slightly more 
optimistic,’ — Prime 
Minister Peter Magyar
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Culinary diplomacy at the heart of Qatar-Thai expanding ties
By Shaima Sheriff 
Staff  Reporter

The Thai embassy in Doha is expand-
ing its use of culinary diplomacy to 
strengthen cultural ties between 

Thailand and Qatar while supporting the 
growth and visibility of Thai-owned busi-
nesses across the country. As part of these 
eff orts, the embassy recently hosted an 
exclusive media preview of “Thailand on 
a Plate: A Culinary Journey” at Benjarong 
Restaurant, Dusit Doha Hotel. 

The interactive cooking experience in-
vited participants to discover authentic 
Thai cuisine through hands-on learning, 
highlighting the traditions, ingredients 
and customs that shape Thailand’s rich 
culinary heritage. In a press statement, Kit 
Devahastin, chargé d’aff aires at the Thai 
embassy, said: “Thai cuisine is more than 
a culinary experience; it refl ects Thai-
land’s culture, creativity, and hospitality. 
Through initiatives such as Thailand on a 
Plate, we hope to bring the people of Thai-
land and Qatar closer together by creating 

opportunities for cultural exchange and 
shared experiences.

“Thai restaurants in Qatar have become 
important ambassadors of Thai culture, 
introducing Thai fl avours and traditions to 
the Qatari community and residents from 
around the world.” 

Led by professional Thai chefs, partici-
pants learned to prepare authentic Thai 
dishes while discovering the stories behind 
Thai cuisine – from traditional techniques 
and unique ingredients to the balance of 
fl avours, wellness, and hospitality that de-
fi ne Thai culinary culture. 

Speaking to ‘Gulf Times’, Yanisa Th-
anomrod, First Secretary at the embassy, 
said the initiative was designed to provide 
participants with a deeper appreciation of 
Thai culture by encouraging them to expe-
rience it fi rst-hand. “Thailand on a Plate 
is an event that promotes a deeper under-
standing of Thai culture because it invites 
people to engage actively with Thai food,” 
Thanomrod said. She explained that the 
programme goes beyond teaching recipes 
by introducing participants to traditional 
Thai ingredients, cooking techniques, and 

family values passed down through gen-
erations.

“We aim for the participants to learn 
how to cook Thai food and through this 
we’ll teach them about Thai ingredients, 

as well as the Thai way of life through the 
cooking methods and the way in which we 
have food. We usually eat it together as a 
family and through engaging actively in 
the cooking, I think the participants will 
really learn about Thai culture through 
that,” she said.

Thanomrod noted that food provides 
one of the most accessible ways of building 
relationships between communities, mak-
ing culinary experiences an eff ective form 
of cultural diplomacy.

“Food is actually the simplest way to 
connect people because in all of our cul-
tures we have our own way of dining to-
gether,” she said.

“Within a meal people can share their 
stories and connect. We believe that 
through food, through dining together and 
through actively learning how to cook dif-
ferent types of cuisine will really enhance 
the experience and provide an easy way to 
connect people.”

Alongside promoting cultural aware-
ness, the embassy has also been working 
closely with Thai restaurants and chefs 
in Qatar to strengthen the local Thai cu-

linary sector. According to Thanomrod, 
more than 20 Thai restaurants now oper-
ate in Qatar, with the embassy collaborat-
ing with many of them through initiatives 
that showcase authentic Thai cuisine and 
encourage residents to explore local estab-
lishments.

She pointed to initiatives including 
Thai Souq Fest 2024, At the Table ear-
lier this year and Thai Restaurant Week 
2025, which have all sought to increase 
the visibility of Thai food while provid-
ing greater exposure for participating 
restaurants. “Through these initiatives, 
the aim is to increase the visibility of 
Thai food and Thai restaurants in Qatar, 
and they have been working very closely 
with us and have been supporting us a 
lot,” Thanomrod said.

Building on that momentum, the em-
bassy is preparing for another edition of 
Thai Restaurant Week this September, 
continuing its eff orts to celebrate Thai-
land’s culinary heritage, support Thai 
businesses operating in Qatar and further 
strengthen the enduring friendship be-
tween the two countries.

Led by professional Thai chefs, participants learned to prepare authentic Thai dishes while discovering the stories behind Thai cuisine — from traditional techniques and unique ingredients to the balance of flavours, wellness, 
and hospitality that define Thai culinary culture.

Smart irrigation system set 
to enhance water security
By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

The implementation of a 
smart irrigation system by 
Public Works Authority 

(Ashghal), in partnership with Al 
Khor and Al Thakhira Municipal-
ity, has been widely welcomed by 
members of the Central Municipal 
Council (CMC) and environmen-
tal experts as a major step towards 
strengthening water security, re-
ducing irrigation water consump-
tion, and advancing environmental 
sustainability.

The pilot project, introduced at 
Al Tawasul Park and Al Khor Mu-
nicipality Park, uses treated waste-
water, smart control systems and 
soil moisture sensors to optimise 
irrigation. According to Ashghal, 
the system has reduced irrigation 
water consumption by 25%, im-
proved irrigation effi  ciency, low-
ered operating costs, and support-
ed the sustainable management of 
natural resources.

Experts described the initia-
tive as a successful national model 
showing how smart technology 
and circular economy principles 
can simultaneously advance en-
vironmental protection and eco-
nomic development. They said 
it aligns with the Third National 

Development Strategy (2024-
2030), particularly its goals of en-
hancing water security, improving 
resource effi  ciency, accelerating 
digital transformation, promoting 
the circular economy, strength-
ening public infrastructure man-
agement, and supporting Qatar’s 
long-term carbon neutrality am-
bitions.

Dr Mohamed Saif al-Kuwari, 
sustainability consultant, inter-
national researcher and expert in 
sustainability applications, said 
the project represents “a qualita-
tive step in Qatar’s journey towards 
sustainable management of natu-
ral resources and a practical em-
bodiment of the transition towards 
smart technologies in managing 
public facilities and services.”

“It presents an integrated mod-
el for employing innovation and 
technology to address one of the 
most important environmental 
challenges facing arid countries, 
namely rationalising water con-
sumption and enhancing water 
security,” he said. Al-Kuwari ex-
plained that the system combines 
treated wastewater with smart 
controllers and soil moisture sen-
sors to supply plants with only the 
amount of water they require. 

He added that the initiative 
also supports several UN Sustain-
able Development Goals, including 

sustainable water management, 
resilient infrastructure, sustain-
able cities, responsible consump-
tion, and climate action. Mohamed 
bin Ali al-Athba, chairman of the 
CMC, described the adoption of 
smart irrigation technologies as 
“an important step towards ra-
tionalising water consumption, 
reducing waste, and enhancing 
water resource management ef-
fi ciency in line with Qatar’s envi-
ronmental sustainability goals.”

He said the system adjusts irriga-
tion according to plant requirements 
and weather conditions, reducing 
unnecessary water use while main-
taining high-quality green spaces. 
Al-Athba also called for wider use 
of treated wastewater in parks and 
landscaped areas and the expan-
sion of smart irrigation technologies 
across green projects nationwide to 
maximise water effi  ciency.

CMC vice-chairman Mubarak 
Fareesh al-Salem described the 
project as “a qualitative leap in 
Qatar’s sustainable development 
journey” that refl ects the coun-
try’s commitment to adopting ad-
vanced technologies to conserve 
natural resources and improve 
municipal services.

Al-Salem added that the sys-
tem would also reduce operating 
costs by limiting reliance on water 
tankers, ease traffi  c through fewer 

tanker movements, enhance the 
urban landscape, and enable pre-
cise electronic control of irrigation 
schedules based on plant require-
ments and climatic conditions.

Dr Mohsen al-Ansi al-Yafei, a 
professor of environmental sciences 
at Qatar University (QU), said smart 
irrigation could save nearly 50% of 
water currently wasted, based on his 
practical experience. He noted that 
studies conducted by QU in col-
laboration with Ashghal on treated 
wastewater have produced encour-
aging results and advocated expand-
ing the system across public parks. 
Reserving potable water for human 
consumption while using treated 
wastewater for irrigation, he said, 
would deliver signifi cant environ-
mental and resource management 
benefi ts.

Environmental researcher Ali 
al-Hanzab welcomed the pilot 
project, saying it would help con-
serve groundwater, increase the 
use of treated wastewater, and re-
duce water wastage. However, he 
stressed the need to closely moni-
tor trees and plants during imple-
mentation to ensure they adapt 
successfully to the new irrigation 
method.

“Even if the saving is less than 
25%, achieving just 5% would still 
be valuable because water is an es-
sential environmental resource,” 

he said, urging authorities to ex-
pand the programme if the pilot 
proves successful.

CMC member Saeed al-Marri 
described smart irrigation as “a 
practical demonstration that sus-
tainability is an operational ap-
proach.” He said wider deployment 
would strengthen water security, 
reduce operating costs, and sup-
port the objectives of Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030.

Environmental researcher Ha-

mad al-Khelaifi  also welcomed the 
initiative, saying Qatar’s expand-
ing green spaces require more ef-
fi cient water management. He 
called for broader adoption of 
smart irrigation in public parks 
and, eventually, on agricultural 
farms, stressing that maximising 
the use of treated wastewater while 
minimising waste would play a 
key role in achieving the country’s 
long-term environmental sustain-
ability goals.

The successful implementation of smart irrigation system pilot project 
calls for wider use of treated wastewater in parks and landscaped 
areas and the expansion of smart irrigation technologies across green 
projects nationwide to maximise water eff iciency.

Beyond toys: Qatar festival grows 
into immersive family destination
By Shaima Sheriff  
Staff  Reporter

Qatar Toy Festival is evolving into a flagship 
family-entertainment destination, bringing 
global brands, immersive attractions and live 
performances together to engage visitors of 
every age across the region and beyond. This 
year’s edition, created through Spacetoon’s 
collaboration with Visit Qatar, is the festival’s 
largest and most comprehensive so far, 
according to Spacetoon general manager 
Ahmad Weiss.
“This collaboration has been anchored in Visit 
Qatar’s clear and ambitious vision to establish 
Qatar as the region’s leading family destination,” 
Weiss told Gulf Times. He said the festival reflects 
that wider strategy by bringing internationally 
recognised entertainment brands, newly 
developed interactive experiences, a major live 
programme and exclusive retail activations 
together under one roof.
New attractions, including the Studio Zone and 
Inflatables Zone, sit alongside celebrity appearances 
and live performances, giving returning visitors fresh 
reasons to explore the event.

Weiss said selecting the festival’s brands and 
experiences requires more than following 
international popularity. “Our curation 
process is driven by a combination of global 
market insights, audience research and a 
deep understanding of regional consumer 
preferences.”
Spacetoon also considers whether an experience 
encourages creativity, family participation and 
meaningful engagement, while ensuring that 
each activation reflects the cultural values and 
expectations of audiences in the region. The 
changing line-up is intended to keep the festival 
relevant for repeat visitors while responding to 
new trends in global entertainment.
At the centre of the event is the main stage 
at the Doha Exhibition and Convention 
Centre, designed as the festival’s signature 
entertainment destination. Its programme 
features celebrities, international characters 
and heroes, interactive productions, musical 
entertainment and family-focused shows.
“Our programming philosophy extends beyond 
traditional stage performances,” Weiss said. 
“Every show is designed to encourage audience 
participation, create memorable shared moments 
and deliver high-quality entertainment that 

resonates across generations.”
He said that multi-generational approach 
shapes the wider festival as well. Rather than 
applying one format to every visitor, Spacetoon 
creates distinct environments suited to diff erent 
developmental stages and interests, from 
preschool children to teenagers.
“The best family entertainment experiences are 
those that bring generations together,” Weiss said.
Age-specific attractions allow children and 
young people to engage at their own level, 
while shared activities encourage parents and 
siblings to explore the festival together and 
create lasting memories. This year’s exclusive 
merchandise, including mystery blind boxes, 
extends that relationship beyond the venue, 
according to Weiss.
“Collectibles have become an increasingly 
important extension of today’s entertainment 
experiences,” Weiss said, describing them as 
a way for audiences to maintain a personal 
connection with favourite characters and 
brands. He noted growing demand for premium 
collectibles across the Middle East and North 
Africa, with exclusive festival products off ering 
visitors keepsakes that cannot be found 
elsewhere.

At the centre of the event is the main stage at the Doha Exhibition and 
Convention Centre, designed as the festival’s signature entertainment 
destination. Its programme features celebrities, international 
characters and heroes, interactive productions, musical entertainment 
and family-focused shows.
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