
Iran ‘nearing 
new Hormuz 
route deal 
with Oman’

AFP
Tehran

Iran yesterday said it was 
nearing a deal with Oman over 
a new route through the Strait 
of Hormuz, hours after the US 
called off  major strikes to allow 
for diplomacy.
US President Donald Trump said 
on Saturday that his country and 
Israel had agreed to hold off  on 
new strikes on Iran, saying the 
“perimeter” of a deal was there.
The foes have been at war since 
February 28, when the US and 
Israel launched surprise strikes 
against Iran, though months of 
on-off  diplomacy have led to 
periods of relative calm.
Following a return to strikes last 
month, fears had mounted that 
the fighting could escalate once 
again. Trump had threatened 
to hit Iran “very hard” and was 
reportedly considering renewed 
attacks including against 
energy infrastructure, with US 
embassies across the region on 
alert.
But the US leader appeared to 
have changed course after a 
flurry of diplomacy, including 
speaking with Saudi Arabia’s 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman.
Trump said “we have just been 
asked by Iran, and other Middle 
Eastern Countries, to hold off  any 
attack in that the perimeters of a 
deal has been agreed to”.
“Based on this request, I have 
agreed, for the future benefit of the 
WORLD and, likewise, the survival 
of a successful and prosperous 
Iran, to cancel the attack, subject 
to being able to rapidly make a 
DEAL,” Trump posted on his Truth 
Social platform.
It was not immediately clear 
what the US president meant 
about the state of negotiations. 
Iranian media denied that Tehran 
had asked Trump not to strike.
Iranian lawmaker Hassan 
Ghashghavi, spokesman for the 
parliament’s national security 
commission, said yesterday 
that mediators were trying to 
revive the so-called Islamabad 
memorandum of understanding, 
which was agreed in June.
That memorandum was not 
intended as a final peace deal, 
but as a stepping stone to 
negotiations on a comprehensive 
agreement, though it did include 
provisions on Hormuz.
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Qatar pushes 
for freedom of 
navigation in 
Strait of Hormuz
HE the Prime Minister and 

Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani 
has urged all parties to remain 
committed to dialogue and diplo-
macy and to implement the un-
derstandings reached between the 
United States and Iran, including 
ensuring freedom of navigation 
through the Strait of Hormuz.

He made the call in separate tel-
ephone conversations yesterday 
with the foreign ministers of Jordan, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Egypt.

The prime minister said these 
steps were essential to safeguard 
regional security, preserve the 
progress already achieved and rein-
force stability. He reaffi  rmed Qatar’s 
full support for all eff orts aimed at 
defusing tensions and reaching a 
comprehensive agreement that se-
cures lasting peace in the region.

In his call with Jordanian Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Ayman Safadi, they reviewed 
bilateral co-operation and ways 
to strengthen it. They discussed 
the latest regional developments, 
particularly diplomatic eff orts and 
joint co-ordination aimed at de-
escalation and at reinforcing re-
gional security and stability.

Speaking with Saudi Foreign 
Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan 
bin Abdullah al-Saud, they re-
viewed relations between the two 
countries and means of advancing 
them. They discussed regional de-
velopments and the co-ordination 
under way to contain escalation.

With Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Jarrah Jaber al-Ahmad al-
Sabah, the two reviewed bilateral 
ties and prospects for deepening 

them, and discussed the diplo-
matic track aimed at lowering ten-
sions and consolidating security 
in the region.

In his call with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Badr Abdelatty, the two 
reviewed co-operation between 
the two countries and ways to sup-
port and strengthen it. They also 
discussed regional developments 
and joint co-ordination to reduce 
escalation and enhance stability.

Qatar has spent the past two 
decades building a record as one 
of the region’s most active me-
diators, and the calls fall squarely 
within that policy. Doha hosted the 
talks that produced the US-Taliban 
agreement and has since served 
as a channel between Washington 
and Kabul. Alongside Egypt and 
the United States, it has brokered 
successive truces and exchanges of 
hostages and detainees in Gaza. 

It has mediated between the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Rwanda, facilitated dialogue among 
Chad’s rival factions, helped se-
cure prisoner releases involving the 
United States, Iran and Venezuela, 
and worked to reunite Ukrainian 
children with their families. (QNA)

From dinosaurs to desert life, preserving the treasured
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

Long before the National Mu-
seum of Qatar (NMoQ) wel-
comed visitors to its iconic 

Jean Nouvel-designed home, Dr 
Khaled al-Jaber was already help-
ing tell the country’s story through 
exhibitions on nature, geology and 
wildlife. Among the most memo-
rable was ‘Lost World Returns’, 
which captivated Doha audiences 
two decades ago and remains one 
of the defi ning achievements of 
his career.

Dr al-Jaber, deputy director of 
Operations, National Collection 
at NMoQ, stressed that the ex-
hibition remains one of the most 
signifi cant projects he has worked 
on during his long career with the 
museum.

Known to Dr al-Jaber simply as 
the “Dinosaur Exhibition,” Lost 
World Returns transported visi-
tors back to the Jurassic and Cre-
taceous periods, when dinosaurs 

roamed the Earth between 206mn 
and 65mn years ago. Presented 
alongside Qatar’s hosting of the 
15th Asian Games, the exhibi-
tion featured spectacular centre-
pieces, including a 29-metre-long 
Diplodocus and a life-sized three-
horned Triceratops.

For Dr al-Jaber, however, the 
exhibition was one chapter in a 
career spanning decades of work 
with Qatar’s natural history and 
heritage. Since joining Qatar’s 
national museum in 1995, he has 
specialised in natural history and 
contributed to several exhibitions 
exploring Qatar’s environment, 
geology and wildlife.

Dr al-Jaber’s memories of the 
former museum off er a glimpse 
into how Qatar’s approach to pre-
senting its history and heritage 
has developed over the past fi ve 
decades. What began as a museum 
introducing visitors to the coun-
try’s natural environment and his-
tory has grown into a national in-
stitution presenting Qatar’s story 
through its land, people, culture 

and connections with the wider 
world. 

NMoQ offi  cially opened in 2019, 
featuring its iconic architecture by 
Jean Nouvel and immersive galler-
ies tracing the country’s rich her-
itage. Across 11 galleries, the mu-

seum presents Qatar’s natural and 
cultural history through objects, 
fi lms, immersive environments 
and interactive experiences.  

“Since I began working at 
NMoQ in 1995, I specialised in 
natural history. I worked on sev-

eral exhibitions in addition to my 
work; one of the most important 
exhibitions was the Dinosaur Ex-
hibition. What I remember most 
about the old museum is the natu-
ral history section, it featured a 
panorama with a group of taxider-
my animals representing the Qa-
tari environment. There was also 
a section for insects representing 
the Qatari environment as well as 
a geology section with minerals 
and rocks,” Dr al-Jaber said.

That focus on Qatar’s natural 
history continues today at NMoQ, 
where visitors can begin their 
journey in the museum’s fi rst gal-
lery, Beginnings: The Formation of 
Qatar. 

The gallery looks back more than 
700mn years, revealing the geo-
logical processes that shaped the 
peninsula and the extinct creatures 
that once lived here. Fossils from 
seven geological periods trace Qa-
tar’s formation, while an interac-
tive exhibit allows visitors to dis-
cover the complex processes that 
shaped the peninsula. To Page 11

HE the Minister of Interior and Commander of the Internal Security Force 
(Lekhwiya) Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani has received a 
phone call from Iranian Minister of Interior Eskandar Momeni. The two 
sides reviewed the latest regional developments and explored ways to 
enhance bilateral co-ordination and co-operation in light of the current 
regional developments. (QNA)

Interior minister and Iranian 
counterpart review situation

A migrant looks on from inside a military bus in Ceuta following mass crossings of migrants on foot and by 
sea from Morocco into Spanish territory, in Ceuta, Spain, yesterday. The unsuccessful bid led to at least 72 
deaths before they were turned away. (Reuters)

Dashed hopesDashed hopes

By Peter Alagos
Business Editor 

Qatar is positioned to lead on both 
business-to-business distribution and 
AI-driven logistics tools, the head of 
a home-grown platform in the sector 
says — and those are precisely where 
his own company is heading next.
Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman al-Thani, 
co-founder and CEO of WareOne, told 
Gulf Times the comparison to Airbnb, 
while flattering, undersells a business 
that runs the logistics chain from 
end to end. He compared WareOne’s 
model to what Uber did for transport, 
describing it as taking existing capacity 
and making it bookable, visible, and 
priced according to use, a principle he 
said applies across storage, freight, 
fulfilment, and distribution from 
warehouses to retail stores. 
Sheikh Khalifa said, “Our modelling 
on selected high-density routes 
indicates potential savings of up to 
40%, depending on volume, route 
density and how well fleets are 
currently used.”  He said the goal is 
to lower distribution costs, free up 
capital for growth, and reduce the 
number of trucks on the road, though 
he declined to elaborate further at 
this stage. To Page 2

Warehousing Warehousing 
platform eyesplatform eyes
AI, distribution AI, distribution 
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Inmates now have 
direct, secure line 
to prosecutors

Inmates in Qatar’s penal 
and correctional institu-
tions can now put a re-

quest straight to the Public 
Prosecution — by voice, in a 
language of their choosing, 
without an intermediary.

The Public Prosecution, in 
co-operation with the Minis-
try of Interior, launched a self-
service platform yesterday 
that allows inmates to com-
municate directly and secure-
ly with prosecutors through 
AI-powered smart devices in-
stalled inside the institutions.

Requests travel straight to 
the Public Prosecution for 
prompt, confi dential review 
— a shift that strengthens the 
legal safeguards available to 
inmates, protects their rights 
and reinforces confi dence in 
the justice system.

Each inmate gets a secure, 
independent login. Requests 
may be dictated rather than 
typed, in the inmate’s own 
language, and played back 
through a dedicated headset 
before submission — a design 
choice intended to keep the 

contents of a request private 
from everyone but the pros-
ecutor who receives it.

The Sentences Enforce-
ment Prosecution can receive 
those requests directly, rule 
on them, and notify the in-
mate of the outcome through 
the same channel. Inmates 
can also fi le any of the Public 
Prosecution’s general service 
requests, pull up their own 
case reports and the proce-
dures taken on them, and 
read the prosecution’s replies 
in the same language in which 
they wrote.

The Public Prosecution 
said the initiative refl ects Qa-
tar’s longstanding commit-
ment to promoting and pro-
tecting human rights. It also 
sits within the prosecution’s 
digital transformation strat-
egy, which seeks to maximise 
the use of smart technologies 
to enhance judicial services, 
uphold the principles of jus-
tice and transparency, and 
fulfi l its mandate to safeguard 
the rights of inmates in cor-
rectional institutions. (QNA)

Museum 
veteran 
Dr Khaled 
al-Jaber 
on three 
decades 
of natural 
history 
at NMoQ
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Minister meets Korea’s ambassador

HE the Minister of Environment and Climate Change Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin 
Turki al-Subaie met yesterday with the Republic of Korea’s ambassador to Qatar Hong 
Ji-pyo. During the meeting, they discussed means to enhance co-operation between 
the two countries in the fields of climate and environment, in addition to other topics 
of mutual interest. – QNA

MoFA secretary-general receives 
credentials of Malta’s ambassador

HE the Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Dr Ahmed bin Hassan 
al-Hammadi received yesterday a copy of the credentials of Malta’s ambassador to 
Qatar Maria Camilleri Calleja. HE Dr al-Hammadi wished Camilleri Calleja success in 
carrying out her duties, assuring her of full support to advance bilateral relations 
between Qatar and Malta to foster closer co-operation across various fields. – QNA

The Ministry of Justice (MoJ) con-
tinues to improve access to gov-
ernment services by delivering an 

expanding range of legal and real estate 
transactions through a nationwide net-
work of external service centres.

The initiative aims to bring services 
closer to citizens, residents and busi-
nesses, reducing travel time and en-
hancing the customer experience by 
integrating government services into 
commercial and community locations.

The network now comprises 10 exter-
nal service centres located in shopping 
malls and government service complex-
es, allowing visitors to complete a wide 
range of transactions without visiting 
the ministry’s headquarters.

To provide greater fl exibility, all cen-
tres operate during morning hours, with 
four also off ering evening services to 
better accommodate working profes-
sionals and the public.

The ministry has also deployed a mo-
bile service offi  ce at Qatar Mall and Ka-
tara during evening hours, extending 
services to high-footfall locations and 

making them more accessible to clients 
who are unable to visit government of-
fi ces during regular working hours.

The external centres primarily handle 
real estate registration and notarisation 
services.

Selected centres also process trans-
actions on behalf of other government 
entities, including services for banks, 
companies and vehicle-related docu-
mentation.

In addition, two dedicated offi  ces 
specialise in transactions involving 
non-Qatari ownership and usufruct of 
real estate, supporting Qatar’s regulated 
property investment framework.

Recent offi  cial data highlights the 
scale of the legal and real estate ecosys-
tem supported by the ministry.

Qatar currently has 703 registered real 
estate brokers, 424 registered experts 
and 306 licenced practising lawyers.

The ministry’s digital transforma-
tion complements its physical service 
network by providing a broad range of 
online services, including notarisation, 
property registration, legal information 
and application tracking.

These digital services reduce the need 
for in-person visits, while external serv-
ice centres continue to handle transac-

tions requiring physical verifi cation or 
document authentication.

The MoJ also publishes open data on 
completed real estate registration and 
documentation transactions to enhance 
transparency and monitor service per-
formance.

The broader government service net-
work continues to record strong de-
mand.

Offi  cial fi gures show that Government 
Service Centres delivered more than 
146,000 services during the third quar-
ter of 2025, with the Ministry of Justice 
ranking among the busiest entities after 
completing more than 11,000 transac-
tions in September 2025 alone.

The fi gures underscore the growing 
reliance on decentralised service deliv-
ery and the eff ectiveness of integrated 
government service centres in improv-
ing accessibility, convenience and op-
erational effi  ciency.

By combining strategically located 
external service centres, extended op-
erating hours, mobile service offi  ces and 
expanding digital platforms, the minis-
try continues to make its services more 
accessible while maintaining effi  ciency, 
accuracy and high standards in transac-
tion processing.

Ministry widens access to
legal services nationwide
By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

As part of its continued humani-
tarian response for Palestinians 
in the Gaza Strip, Qatar Charity 

(QC) is supporting the “Rehabilitation 
and Prosthetic Limb Fitting” project, 
implemented by the Restoring Hope So-
ciety (RHS) in Jordan and Gaza.

The initiative seeks to help children 
who have undergone amputations re-
gain mobility and gradually resume their 
daily lives with dignity, confi dence, and 
hope.

Currently being implemented in Jor-
dan, the project provides comprehen-
sive rehabilitation services for children 
whose injuries have resulted in the loss 
of one or more limbs.

Through an integrated treatment plan 
that brings together medical care, physi-
otherapy, psychosocial support, and 
prosthetic limb fi tting, the project helps 
strengthen children’s independence and 

supports their reintegration into family 
and community life.

Darrar Maaytah, the director of the 
QC offi  ce in Jordan, said the support 
refl ects Qatar Charity’s commitment to 
standing by those aff ected by the hu-
manitarian crisis in Gaza, particularly 
children living with the severe physical 
and psychological consequences of their 
injuries.

He noted that such high-impact ini-
tiatives go beyond meeting urgent medi-
cal needs, helping benefi ciaries rebuild 
self-confi dence and move toward a more 
stable future for themselves and their 
families.

RHS director-general Bilal al-Abbasi 
said the project forms part of an inte-
grated response targeting injured people 
and amputees aff ected by the war, many 
of whom have lost access to mobility and 
appropriate rehabilitation services.

He added that implementing the 
project in Jordan, together with the pro-
vision of prosthetic limbs and follow-up 
care, complements the society’s work in 
Gaza and helps ensure continuity of sup-
port for benefi ciaries after their return.

The RHS stressed that the project is 
more than a medical intervention; it is a 
comprehensive humanitarian pathway 
to rebuilding the lives of injured chil-
dren.

Their recovery journey begins with re-
storing mobility and extends to rebuild-
ing confi dence, enhancing their sense of 
safety, and enabling them to continue 
their education and daily routines with 
greater opportunities.

This support builds on the eff orts 
of the QC’s offi  ce in Jordan, which has 
worked since 2021 in partnership with 
the Jordanian government and civil so-
ciety organisations to implement a range 
of humanitarian and development pro-
grammes.

These include social welfare, sponsor-
ships for orphans and low-income fami-
lies, emergency response for commu-
nities aff ected by humanitarian crises, 
economic empowerment projects, and 
other key interventions.

In co-operation with its partners, 
Qatar Charity continues to back initia-
tives that place people at the centre of 
humanitarian action and promote sus-
tainable solutions that enable individu-
als, especially children, to overcome the 
impact of crises and reclaim their right 
to a dignifi ed, safe life fi lled with hope 
and opportunity.

Qatar Charity supports 
rehabilitation of Gaza children 
with prosthetics in Jordan

The Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) has 
completed the construction, furnishing, and 
equipping of a dialysis centre at Ibn Khaldoun 

Hospital in Yemen’s Lahij Governorate, at a cost of 
$711,150, funded by a Qatari donor.

The project included the supply and installation 
of 12 dialysis machines and treatment chairs, an in-
tegrated water treatment unit, dialysis equipment, 
laboratory instruments, and the medical and offi  ce 
furniture required for clinical operations.

The centre was also equipped with two power gener-
ators, a complete air-conditioning system, medications, 
dialysis solutions, fuel, personal protective equipment 
(PPE), and sterilisation and hygiene supplies.

Healthcare personnel received training in operat-
ing the dialysis machines and caring for patients with 
kidney failure.

Following the installation and testing of the equip-
ment, the centre had a soft launch of its services.

Dialysis centre director Dr Othman Abdul-Basit 
said that patients are being admitted gradually as part 
of the initial operational phase, with plans to expand 
services to residents from districts across Lahij Gov-
ernorate.

“All the necessary equipment and resources are now 
available, enabling patients to receive dialysis sessions 
more easily,” he said.

“The service is provided free of charge, sparing pa-
tients and their families signifi cant travel costs and fi -
nancial burdens,” Dr Abdul-Basit added. “This centre 
is a jewel because of its immense value to the health 
sector and to patients with kidney failure.”

Ahmed Hassan al-Sharaji, head of the QRCS offi  ce 
in Yemen, said the initiative was implemented in two 
phases at a cost of $1.5mn.

“The fi rst phase involved constructing a 20-room 
medical facility to the highest healthcare standards, 
while the second phase focused on procuring and in-
stalling state-of-the-art dialysis equipment to ensure 
specialised and effi  cient services,” he said.

Al-Sharaji added that the QRCS also plans to fund 
the centre’s operating costs for its fi rst year, with a 
budget of $236,412.

“We will provide medications, medical supplies, 
dialysis solutions, operational requirements and staff  
salaries to ensure sustainable and uninterrupted 
treatment for patients,” he said.

Dr Khaled Gaber, the director-general of the Health 
and Population Offi  ce in Lahij, described the opening 
as a long-awaited milestone.

“Today, this centre has turned from a dream into a 
reality,” he said. “It is an outstanding medical facility 
and a major addition to the healthcare sector in Yem-
en, particularly in Lahij.”

The QRCS is also appealing for donations to sup-
port a project that will provide medications, medical 
consumables and dialysis machines for 350 kidney 
failure patients at a total cost of QR1.42mn.

Donations can be made through the QRCS website 
at www.qrcs.org.qa, the mobile application, the donor 
hotline at 66666364, the home collection service at 
33998898, or donation points at shopping malls and 
commercial centres.

QRCS sets up dialysis centre in Yemen

The Qatar Scientifi c Club (QSC), af-
fi liated with the Ministry of Sports 
and Youth (MSY), has launched the 

implementation phase of the “Young In-
ventors” programme.

The programme is part of the national 
initiative launched by the ministry during 
Web Summit Qatar 2026, aiming to explore 
and hone the skills of young people aged 
15-30 who have a predilection for science, 
technology, and innovation.

In addition, the programme aims to pre-
pare a generation of inventors and innova-
tors capable of thinking outside the box to 
help strengthen the sustainable develop-
ment path, as well as Qatar’s competitive-
ness in the fi elds of science, technology, 
and innovation.

Programme director Eng. Aisha al-Jaber 
said the programme is the epitome of the 
QSC’s vision to build an integrated national 
system that nurtures young innovators by 
creating an advanced scientifi c environ-
ment that provides participants with space 
to develop their innovative ideas into actual 
projects.

Al-Jaber further highlighted that the 
club leverages its overall technical and 
knowledge capabilities to serve partici-
pants by furnishing them with laboratories, 
manufacturing workshops, and cutting-
edge technological devices.

This is, she added, alongside providing 
technical support and scientifi c consulta-
tions from a contingent of experts and in-
the-know individuals

Al-Jaber pointed out that this would en-
sure an integrated educational experience 
that helps them develop projects based 
on the highest scientifi c and engineering 
standards.

She also noted the combined eff orts of 
the programme partners, namely Qatar 
University, Hamad Bin Khalifa University, 
Qatar Foundation, Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity in Qatar, Qatar Business Incuba-
tion Centre, Qatar Science and Technology 
Park, Qatar Research, Development, and 
Innovation Council, and Qatar Develop-
ment Bank.

Al-Jaber stressed that these combined 
eff orts represent a model of partnership in 
supporting innovation and youth empow-
erment, as well as helping prepare a new 
generation of inventors capable of creating 
outstanding solutions that serve society in 
sync with the nation’s aspirations.

Overall, the programme encompasses an 
integrated series of applied workshops and 
interactive activities that accompany par-
ticipants throughout all innovation phases, 
starting from idea generation until devel-
oping their concepts and preparing feasi-
bility studies, she underscored. – QNA

QSC launches implementation phase 
of ‘Young Inventors’ programme

From Page 1

Sheikh Khalifa said War-
eOne is also building a second 
frontier around artificial intel-
ligence, including bespoke so-
lutions tailored to a customer’s 
operations, conversational tools 
and payments.

“The valuable work is no 
longer in recording what hap-
pened. It is in deciding what 
should happen next,” he said, 
adding that Qatar is well posi-
tioned to lead this shift.

On WareOne’s contribution 
to Qatar’s digital-first econo-
my, Sheikh Khalifa said logis-
tics represents the point where 
the digital economy meets the 
physical world, and is typically 
the last part of the economy to 
be digitised.

He noted that while Qatar has 
modernised payments, identity, 
and government services, the 
physical movement of goods 
after a purchase can still lag be-
hind if that stage continues to 
rely on phone calls and paper-
work.

Sheikh Khalifa explained that 
every delivery generates use-
ful data, including where delays 
occur, the real cost of a route 
and how demand for certain 
product categories shifts during 
periods such as Ramadan.

As WareOne’s network ex-
pands, Sheikh Khalifa said the 
company is building an increas-
ingly detailed picture of how 
goods move across different 
sectors, routes, and demand pe-
riods in Qatar.

He further stated that the 
platform is built by a Qatari-
owned company based in Lusail 
and configured around how lo-
gistics operates in Qatar and the 
wider Gulf Co-operation Coun-
cil (GCC), adding that demand 
from neighbouring markets has 
taken WareOne across the Gulf 
faster than expected.

Sheikh Khalifa said digital 
transformation makes opera-
tions smoother, while shared 
infrastructure makes them more 

affordable, noting that together 
they allow companies to operate 
at a scale that persuades foreign 
brands to base themselves in 
Qatar rather than only ship into 
the market.

Asked to describe WareOne in 
one sentence, as an SME ena-
bler, global connector or logis-
tics disruptor, Sheikh Khalifa 
said: “WareOne is an enabler: 
We make world-class logistics 
accessible, scalable, and ac-
countable for businesses in Qa-
tar and across the GCC.”

“I choose that word delib-
erately,” he added. “This sec-
tor does not need disrupting. 
It needs organising, and then it 
needs somebody willing to run 
it well for a very long time.”

Warehousing platform eyes artifi cial 
intelligence, distribution expansion
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Qatar Calendar for August showcases wide-ranging family, cultural, and sports events

Qatar Tourism (QT) has announced 
that Qatar Calendar for this Au-
gust showcases wide-ranging 

family, cultural, and sports events, in-
viting citizens, residents, and visitors to 
enjoy a month abounds with family en-
tertainment experiences, cultural exhibi-
tions, and international sporting tourna-
ments.

In a statement on Saturday, QT ex-
plained that the calendar’s programme for 
August includes a broad range of events 
that cater to the interests and aspirations 
of audiences of diff erent ages, taking place 
at several destinations inside and outside 
Doha.

The statement noted that a vibrant 

family atmosphere continues throughout 
the month, with the Go Ninja Summer 
Camp continuing to welcome visitors un-
til Aug 27, while The Hangout at Msheireb 
Galleria, Msheireb Downtown Doha, con-
tinues to receive visitors until Aug 15.

The Dana Club Summer Camp 2026 
also continues at Dana Club until Aug 31.

In addition, the Calendar highlighted 
that Hala Summer Malls Activation con-
tinues at several shopping centres until 
Sept 30, while sports events and compe-
titions continue with a packed schedule. 
The summer fi tness race series “Beat the 
Heat” continues at various locations until 
Sept 11, while the MOQ Fit Club at Mall of 
Qatar continues its activities until Sept 19.

On Aug 14, the Aspire Indoor Track 
hosts the Sports For All Federation Ladies 
Track Challenge 2026.

Doha hosts the FIVB Volleyball Boys’ 
U17 World Championship 2026 from Aug 
19-29. Basketball fans will also be able 

to watch the Qatar vs China clash in the 
FIBA Basketball World Cup 2027 Asian 
Qualifi ers — Second Round on Aug 27 at 
Al Gharafa Sports Club, alongside the fi rst 
edition of Run the Dome 2026 at Aspire 
Dome on Aug 28 and 29.

Regarding arts, culture, and exhibi-
tions, August features a combination of 
cultural and artistic programmes. Qatar 
Museums continues to present Coun-
tryside: A Place to Live, Not to Leave, 
alongside A Sneak Peek at the Qatar 
Auto Museum Project at the National 
Museum of Qatar.

The Msheireb Museums Summer Pro-
gramme at Bin Jalmoud House, Msheireb 
Downtown Doha, also continues until Aug 

13, off ering creative workshops for diff er-
ent age groups.

The Museum of Islamic Art organises 
the Workshop: Diwani Calligraphy (In-
termediate) from Aug 2-5, introducing 
participants to one of the most beautiful 
Arabic scripts.

The museum also organises the summer 
camp for children in collaboration with 
the Internal Security Force (Lekhwiya) 
from Aug 2-13, as part of their joint eff orts 
to provide quality educational and aware-
ness programmes.

In addition, Museum Explorer, an inter-
active journey through the museum’s treas-
ures, takes place at the 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic 
and Sports Museum from Aug 3-12. (QNA)

QCDC launches 8th ‘My Career – My Future’
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter 

Over 350 students from pub-
lic and private schools in 
Qatar are participating in 

the eighth edition of Qatar Career 
Development Centre’s (QCDC) 
“My Career – My Future” pro-
gramme, which got underway yes-
terday at Multaqa, Education City. 

“My Career – My Future”, the 
fl agship job-shadowing pro-
gramme of QCDC, founded by 
Qatar Foundation, aims to nurture 
and mentor high school students 
to prepare for their future careers 
in line with labour market needs.  

Speaking to Gulf Times on the 
sidelines of the programme, Ha-
mad Ali al-Bader, senior career 
development specialist at QCDC, 
said that the main purpose of the 
programme is to allow students to 
explore careers through the inten-
sive week-long programme. 

Al-Bader noted: “The students 
get hands-on experiences and 
meet a number of people in vari-
ous fi elds. They see the system, 
the environment of the career and 
we teach them in the workshops 
how to use and leverage this op-
portunity. We have been open for 
registration for three weeks and 
they register with us.”

“They choose their preferences 

through the website before they 
come for the programme. They 
choose the sector they are inter-
ested in. Based on the profi le and 
the interest that we have, we posi-
tion them in each sector. We have 
above 30 sectors for the students to 
choose from and more than 33 en-
tities are representing in the pro-
gramme,” explained the offi  cial.

Running from August 2–6, the 
fi ve-day programme is organised 
in partnership with the Ministry 
of Education and Higher Educa-
tion (MoEHE), the Ministry of La-
bour (MoL), the Ministry of Sports 
and Youth (MoSY), and the Civil 
Service and Government Devel-
opment Bureau (CSGDB).

The opening ceremony featured 
remarks by Saad Abdulla al-Khar-
ji, executive director of QCDC; 
Ahmed Mohammed al-Harami, 
assistant undersecretary, Youth 
Aff airs at MoSY; and Yaqoub Saleh 
al-Ishaq, director, Civil Service Af-
fairs at CSGDB. The opening cere-
mony also included a video featur-
ing glimpses of previous editions 
of the programme and highlighting 
how it benefi ted participants. 

Following the ceremony, stu-
dents attended two orientation 
and training sessions to provide 
the theoretical grounding and 
practical readiness needed to ben-
efi t from the job-shadowing ex-
perience. The sessions prepared 

participants to approach their 
placements with clear expecta-
tions and engage purposefully 
with the professionals and work-
places they will encounter.

Over the next three days, stu-
dents will be hosted by partici-
pating organisations, where they 
will observe professionals at work 
and gain fi rst-hand insight into 
a wide range of sectors. The pro-
gramme will conclude on August 
6 with a closing ceremony and a 
University Fair, connecting par-
ticipants’ workplace exposure 

with their future study options.
This year’s participant cohort 

includes, for the fi rst time, stu-
dents with disabilities and addi-
tional learning needs, refl ecting 
QCDC’s continued commitment 
to more inclusive access to career-
development opportunities. It also 
includes students from Assalam 
Schools, whose participation 
forms part of the co-operation be-
tween QCDC and Education Above 
All Foundation to provide career-
development support to students 
served by the organisation.

The programme’s 33 host or-
ganisations are 3-2-1 Qatar Ol-
ympic and Sports Museum; Qatar 
Equestrian and Modern Pentath-
lon Federation; Ahlibank; Com-
mercial Bank of Qatar; Qatar 
Airways; Qatar District Cooling 
Company; Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee; Katara Cultural Village 
Foundation; Qatar Red Crescent 
Society; National Cyber Security 
Agency; Sout Al Khaleej Radio; 
AlRayan Bank; Boulevard Clinic; 
Qatar Television; JETOUR Qatar; 
Ezdehar Incubator for Initiatives 

and Volunteering; Sidra Medicine; 
Ooredoo Qatar; Qatar Railways 
Company ; Snoonu Trading and 
Services; Qatar National Cement 
Company; Mowasalat (Karwa); 
North Oil Company; Huawei Qa-
tar; The Internal Security Force 
; Retaj Group; Investment and 
Trade Court; Mada – Assistive 
Technology Centre; Aspetar Or-
thopaedic and Sports Medicine 
Hospital; Al Jazeera Media Insti-
tute; Hamad Medical Corpora-
tion; Young Entrepreneurs Club; 
and the Public Works Authority.

Saad Abdulla al-Kharji. 
PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam

Hamad Ali al-Bader

Awqaf ministry wraps up  annual 
summer programme for children

The Ministry of Endowments (Awqaf) and Islamic Aff airs has 
concluded its annual summer programme for children, which 
attracted more than 1,100 participants aged 10-15 across 10 re-

ligious outreach centres nationwide.
The initiative was designed to make productive use of the summer 

break by promoting Islamic values, strengthening life skills, fostering 
Qur’anic understanding, and nurturing young talent as part of the min-
istry’s broader eff orts to support the holistic development of youth.

The programme off ered an engaging educational environment that 
combined learning with interactive activities, helping participants de-
velop positive social skills and strengthen their engagement with their 
families and communities.

Dr Ahmed al-Farjabi, an educational expert at the ministry, said the 
programme aimed to make productive use of young people’s time by 
strengthening Islamic values and developing essential life skills.

He described the initiative as part of the ministry’s broader eff orts 
to support the educational and personal development of young people.

He also commended parents for encouraging their children to par-
ticipate in educational and enrichment activities, praising their role in 
supporting the ministry’s educational objectives.

During the closing ceremony, Moaz Yousef al-Qasimi, Head of the 
Religious Guidance Section, honoured outstanding participants and 
recognised partner organisations that contributed to the programme’s 
success, including Al Khor Sports Club, Al Ahli Sports Club, and the 
ministry’s Scholarships Department.

This year’s programme featured educational and skills-develop-
ment activities tailored to young participants. It focused on Qur’anic 
teachings and social values, including respect for parents and elders, 
proper conduct in mosques, time management, positive social inter-
action, and the responsible use of social media. (QNA)

The Ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Change 
(MoECC)’s Environmental 

Monitoring and Inspection De-
partment, in co-operation with 
the Public Relations and Com-
munication Department, has 
welcomed students from the 
Ajyal Educational Centre par-
ticipating in the summer pro-
gramme Qinwan.

The educational visit forms 
part of the ministry’s awareness 
initiatives, aimed at introducing 
students to its role in environ-
mental protection and air quality 
management, while encourag-
ing a greater understanding of 
sustainable environmental prac-
tices.

The programme started with 
an introductory presentation 
highlighting the responsibilities 
of the Environmental Monitoring 
and Inspection Department, in-
cluding its role in implementing 
environmental monitoring pro-
grammes, tracking key environ-
mental indicators and overseeing 

air quality monitoring across the 
country. 

Offi  cials also outlined the 
ministry’s eff orts to safeguard 
the environment, protect public 
health and support Qatar’s sus-
tainable development objectives 
through continuous environ-
mental monitoring.

Students later toured the Air 
Quality Monitoring and Analy-
sis Station at the department’s 
headquarters in the ministry’s 
tower, where they were intro-

duced to the station’s operations 
and the advanced instruments 
and technologies used to meas-
ure air pollutants and monitor 
air quality. They also learned 
how the collected data supports 
environmental research and in-
forms decision-making aimed at 
improving environmental quality 
and enhancing public health.

The visit witnessed strong en-
gagement from the participating 
students, who showed keen in-
terest in learning about environ-

mental monitoring activities and 
air quality assessment methods. 
The programme concluded with 
an interactive environmental 
awareness competition cover-
ing the key concepts presented 
during the visit. Students were 
awarded prizes presented by the 
ministry in recognition of their 
participation and to encourage 
them to develop their environ-
mental knowledge further and 
adopt positive environmental 
behaviours.

Registration for 2027 National 
Leadership Programmes opens

The Qatar Leadership 
Centre (QLC) yesterday 
opened registration for its 

2027 National Leadership Pro-
grammes as part of its ongoing 
eff orts to prepare national lead-
ers capable of advancing Qa-
tar’s development priorities and 
strengthening institutional ex-
cellence across various sectors.

The 2027 National Leader-
ship Programmes comprise two 
fl agship initiatives: the Future 
Leaders Programme and the Fu-
ture Government Leaders Pro-
gramme.

Targeting qualifi ed Qatari 
nationals aged 25-35, the pro-
grammes align with the objec-
tives of the Third National De-
velopment Strategy to develop 
national human capital and equip 
a new generation of leaders.

The programmes are open to 
Qatari nationals holding a bach-
elor’s degree or higher with at 
least fi ve years of professional 
experience. They off er a compre-
hensive leadership development 
journey that combines theoreti-
cal learning with practical appli-
cation to enhance leadership and 
management skills, strengthen 

decision-making capabilities, 
and prepare participants to lead 
organisational change and ad-
dress future challenges.

QLC said fi nal admission re-
quires the submission of a no-ob-
jection letter from the applicant’s 
employer, as the programmes 
will be conducted during offi  cial 
working hours. The centre urged 
applicants to complete their on-
line applications between August 
2 and August 16 and comply with 
the specifi ed deadlines to ensure 
all admission requirements are 
met.

QLC also advised prospective 
applicants to review the admis-
sion criteria and registration re-
quirements, ensure all required 
documents are in order, update 
their personal information, and 
select the programme best suited 
to their professional experience. 
It further recommended using a 
computer to complete the online 
registration process.

For inquiries and technical 
support during the registration 
period, QLC can be contacted 
via email at registrationqlc.org.
qa or by telephone at 40194444. 
(QNA)

MoECC introduces summer programme 
students to its air quality monitoring eff orts

PHCC launches breastfeeding awareness campaign

Primary Health Care Corpo-
ration (PHCC) has launched 
a comprehensive aware-

ness campaign to mark this year’s 
World Breastfeeding Week, ob-
served at the beginning of August 
under the theme, “Breastfeeding 
for a Sustainable Start in Life: 
Strengthen What Works.” 

The campaign aims to raise 
community awareness on the 
importance of breastfeeding for 
the health of both mothers and 
children and to promote healthy 
practices from the earliest stages 
of a child’s life.

As part of its commitment to 
supporting maternal and child 
health and reinforcing global 
initiatives that encourage breast-
feeding—most notably the Baby-
Friendly Hospital and Health 
Centre Initiative—the campaign 
includes a range of educational 
activities and community out-
reach programmes both within 
PHCC health centres and across 
the wider community.

Dr Sadriya al-Kohji, assistant 

director of medicine, Child and 
Adolescent Health Services at 
PHCC, said that the campaign in-
cludes publishing awareness mes-
sages through social media plat-
forms highlighting the importance 
of breastfeeding and continuing 
it beyond birth. It also features a 
live Instagram session to discuss 
the benefi ts of breastfeeding and 
provide guidance on maintaining 
breastfeeding after delivery. 

In addition, PHCC is organis-
ing awareness booths at all health 
centres, where educational bro-
chures in both Arabic and English 
are distributed. These materials 
explain the benefi ts of breastfeed-
ing, outline the essential nutrients 
found in breast milk, and highlight 
its role in strengthening children’s 
immunity and protecting them 
against a range of common child-
hood illnesses and infections.

Breastfeeding supports chil-
dren’s health in both the short and 
long term. Breast milk contains 
natural antibodies that help pro-
tect infants from common child-

hood illnesses such as diarrhoea 
and various infections. Through 
its services, PHCC recommends 
exclusive breastfeeding during 
the fi rst six months of life without 
introducing any additional food 
or liquids, including water. After 
six months, breastfeeding should 
continue alongside the gradual 

introduction of appropriate com-
plementary foods until the child 
reaches two years of age. 

Dr al-Kohji added that the ben-
efi ts of breastfeeding extend to 
mothers as well. It helps reduce 
certain complications during the 
fi rst weeks after childbirth and 
lowers the risk of breast cancer, 
ovarian cancer, and type 2 diabetes. 
It may also help reduce stress and 
anxiety associated with the post-
partum period and contribute to 
preventing chronic conditions such 
as obesity, cardiovascular disease, 
and high blood lipid levels. Beyond 
its health benefi ts, breastfeeding 
provides infants with safe, clean, 
and naturally temperature-appro-
priate nutrition while also saving 
families both time and money.

Al Waab, Al Mashaf, and 
Leabaib Health Centres  have 
been designated as Baby-Friend-
ly Health Centres by the World 
Health Organisation and UNICEF 
in recognition of their commit-
ment to providing breastfeeding 
support services.

Dr Sadriya al-Kohji
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QIIB has launched the “QIIB Pro-
gramming Club”, in partnership 
with CamelCode Academy, reaf-

fi rming its strong commitment to social re-
sponsibility and investing in the next gen-
eration of talent.

The initiative was inaugurated by QIIB 
chief executive Dr Abdulbasit Ahmed al-
Shaibei during a launch ceremony attended 
by CamelCode Academy founding partner 
Dr Abdulwahed Abdulhamid Zainel.

The programme will run throughout Au-
gust at the Academic Bridge Programme in 
Education City.

The club is designed for aspiring young 
minds aged 13-16 and will welcome partici-
pants across 10 dedicated groups for boys 
and girls.

Through a hands-on learning experi-
ence, students will explore the world of 
fi nancial technology, gaining practical ex-
posure to its technologies and applications.

The programme goes beyond teaching 
programming languages, allowing par-
ticipants to develop projects that simulate 
real-world banking scenarios.

These include money transfer systems, 
Islamic fi nance management, and instal-

ment calculators, as well as artifi cial intel-
ligence (AI)-powered investment advisers, 
return calculators and digital wallets.

The programme concludes with par-
ticipants confi dently presenting their fi nal 
projects, empowering the next generation 
of innovators and reinforcing Qatar’s cul-
ture of creativity and innovation.

“We are delighted to offi  cially launch the 
QIIB Programming Club in collaboration 
with CamelCode Academy,” said QIIB Hu-
man Resources & Administration chief Ali 
Hamad al-Mesaifri. “We extend our sincere 
appreciation to the Academy for its valu-
able partnership and eff orts in bringing this 
initiative to life.”

 “We were keen to ensure that the pro-
gramme goes beyond traditional coding in-
struction, off ering boys and girls aged 13-16 
a comprehensive, hands-on experience in 
the world of fi nancial technology,” he said. 
“The programme helps participants devel-
op logical thinking and creative problem-
solving skills, while, most importantly, 
giving them the confi dence to present fi nal 
projects that simulate real-world banking 
scenarios.”

“Our partnership with CamelCode 

Academy, coupled with hosting this initia-
tive at the Academic Bridge Programme in 
Education City, provides the programme 
with exceptional momentum and further 
strengthens its commitment to excellence,” 
al-Mesaifri added.

“At QIIB, social responsibility is far 
more than a corporate commitment; it is 
an integral part of our identity, refl ecting 
our belief that excellence in banking goes 
hand in hand with our national and ethical 
responsibilities,” he emphasised. “We are 
confi dent that the QIIB Programming Club 
will leave a lasting mark on Qatar’s innova-
tion ecosystem while providing participat-

ing students with valuable knowledge and 
skills that will help shape their journey in 
the knowledge economy.”

“We are proud to partner with a leading 
institution such as QIIB, and we are par-
ticularly pleased to have Mr Ali Hamad al-
Mesaifri of QIIB joining us at the launch,” 
Dr Zainel said. “The QIIB Programming 
Club has been designed to provide a sup-
portive and engaging learning environment 
that brings together technological innova-
tion and real-world banking applications.”

“The remarkable interest in participat-
ing in the club’s activities at the Academic 
Bridge Programme in Education City re-
fl ects the enthusiasm, creativity, and im-
mense potential of the young participants, 
both boys and girls,” he said.

“By joining forces with QIIB, we are pro-
viding these aspiring innovators with the 
guidance and support needed to transform 
their ideas into impactful technology and 
banking solutions,” Dr Zainel added. “We 
believe this partnership marks a signifi cant 
step towards nurturing a future-ready gen-
eration equipped with the skills and vision 
to contribute to, and help shape, a sustain-
able digital future.”

QIIB, CamelCode Academy launch 
‘QIIB Programming Club’ initiative

Dr Zainel with al-Mesaifri at the ceremony.

Aspire Zone Foundation 
is launching the fi rst 
edition of “Run the 

Dome”, a race that combines 
sporting competition with 
community participation, 
taking place on August 28-29.

The race will be held in-
side Aspire Dome, the world’s 
largest indoor multi-purpose 
sports dome, marking a new 
milestone in the Foundation’s 
ongoing eff orts to promote 
sports as a sustainable life-
style.

Participants will compete 
on a 4.8km track inside the 
Dome, in a climate-controlled 
environment ideal for endur-
ance and high-performance 
running.

The race welcomes runners 
of all ages and fi tness levels, 
with more than 500 partici-
pants expected to take part.

The event will feature 
dedicated races for men and 
women, in addition to an open 
category, providing opportu-
nities for elite athletes, ama-
teurs, and young participants 
to compete.

“Inspiring members of the 
community to adopt a healthy 
and active lifestyle is at the 
heart of Aspire Zone Founda-
tion’s mission,” said Events 
and venues director Ahmed 
Mohammed al-Hassan. “‘Run 
the Dome’ is a true celebra-
tion of the community and 
an opportunity for everyone 
to experience the excitement 
of running in a world-class 
venue here in Qatar.”

Registration for the fi rst 
edition of “Run the Dome” of-
fi cially opens on August 2.

To secure participation, in-
terested runners are encour-
aged to register early through 
the offi  cial portal: aspirezone.
qa/runethedome2026

Aspire Zone Foundation launches 
first edition of ‘Run the Dome’

The General Assembly of the 
Arab Union for Camel Rac-
ing has re-elected Abdul-

lah bin Mohammed al-Kuwari as 
president of the union and chair-
man of the Board of Directors by 
acclamation.

This came during the assem-
bly’s virtual meeting, which was 
convened with the participation 
of representatives of 13 full-mem-
ber national entities out of 16.

The assembly approved 
amendments to the union’s by-
laws, including restructuring its 
governance structure and re-
sponsibilities, adopting the title 
“Board of Directors” instead of 
previous organisational designa-
tions, strengthening the auton-
omy of member federations, and 
limiting the scope of the union’s 
regulations to championships and 
events organised or sanctioned by 
the union.

The assembly further approved 
amendments regulating the un-
ion’s relations with external enti-
ties, adopting CAS (Court of Ar-
bitration for Sport) arbitration for 
disputes within its jurisdiction, 
and advancing emerging sports 
disciplines related to camel rac-
ing.

In addition, the assembly an-
nounced that all candidates were 
unanimously elected, as each po-
sition had only one nominee.

Al-Kuwari appointed Dr Hazem 
Almqareh as secretary-general 
and executive director, and Hadef 
Mohammed Hamad al-Marri as 
treasurer.

The assembly unanimously ap-
proved Syria’s membership in the 
union, while deciding to hold its 
next General Assembly meeting in 
Qatar on the sidelines of the HH 
the Amir Camel Race in late April 
or early May 2027. – QNA

Abdullah 
al-Kuwari is
re-elected Arab 
Union for Camel 
Racing president

The region’s leading sports broad-
caster, beIN SPORTS, recorded a 
cumulative viewership of 6.2bn 

across the 39-day FIFA World Cup 2026 
tournament, according to independent 
audience measurement by Ipsos.

The network said in a press statement 
that fans across the Middle East and 
North Africa (Mena) set a new record as 
245.4mn viewers made Spain’s win over 
Argentina the most-watched broadcast in 
beIN SPORTS history.

beIN’s digital platforms mirrored the 
on-air success, drawing 7.77bn video 
views and 16.96bn impressions across the 
tournament, with 12.2mn new followers 
joining beIN SPORTS’s social channels.

The FIFA World Cup 2026 will be re-
membered as the tournament that re-
wrote the record books – and not only on 
the pitch.

The fi rst 48-team tournament pro-
duced the most goals ever scored at a 
World Cup (308), a record eight Arab na-
tions participating, and a record nine Af-
rican teams in the knockout rounds.

Every historic moment on the pitch was 
matched by one on the screen.

When Ferran Torres struck in extra time 
to crown Spain world champions at the 
New York New Jersey Stadium, 245.4mn 
were watching across the region, repre-
senting 68.6% of the Mena’s total adult 
population.

Similarly, when Egypt took 2022 cham-
pions Argentina to the brink in the Round 
of 16, 192.6mn watched – a record for a 
match featuring an Arab team.

When the tournament reached its fi nal 

week, the region simply could not look 
away: 171.3mn for Argentina’s late semi-
fi nal comeback against England; 168.8mn 
for Spain’s statement victory over France; 
and 162mn for a third-place play-off  in 
which England beat France 6-4 in a thrill-
er that saw eventual Golden Boot winner 
Kylian Mbappe become the FIFA World 
Cup’s all-time leading scorer with 22 
goals across three tournaments.

In all, 22 matches attracted more than 

100mn cumulative viewers on beIN 
SPORTS.

From Portugal’s last-16 meeting with 
eventual champions Spain (152.1mn) to 
Brazil’s clash with Norway (138.3mn), the 
biggest World Cup ever staged produced 
the biggest audiences beIN has ever re-
corded.

The managing director of beIN Chan-
nels – Mena, Mohammed al-Bader, said: 
“This was a FIFA World Cup of unprec-
edented records – the most goals, most 
teams, and now, the biggest broadcast au-
dience in beIN’s history. Reaching 6.2bn 
cumulative viewers across 39 days tells a 
powerful story about what football means 
to this region.” – QNA

beIN SPORTS scores record-breaking 6.2bnbeIN SPORTS scores record-breaking 6.2bn
cumulative viewership for FIFA World Cupcumulative viewership for FIFA World Cup
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Hurdles thwart Gaza deal 
as Israeli attacks persist
AFP/Reuters 
Cairo/Jerusalem/Gaza

Israeli airstrikes continued in 
Gaza for a second  straight day 
yesterday, killing at least 13 

Palestinians, despite US President  
Donald Trump’s announcement 
of a breakthrough  in eff orts to im-
plement last year’s Gaza ceasefi re 
agreement.

Israeli Energy Minister Eli  Co-
hen said yesterday that there was 
 no deal to halt attacks on Gaza  and 
that he saw a need for Israel, which 
already controls 70% of the Strip, 
to take full control of it.

Cohen is a member of Prime 
Minister Netanyahu’s security 
cabinet, a small circle of ministers 
that oversees security and diplo-
matic policy.

Palestinian health offi  cials said 
Israeli warplanes carried out sepa-
rate strikes across the enclave in 
the northern Gaza City, central city 
of Deir al-Balah, and the southern 
area of Khan Younis.

The Israeli  military said the 
strikes in Deir al-Balah were tar-
geting two commanders of Ha-
mas’ elite “Nukhba” force. The 
Gaza City and Jabalia strikes also 
targeted “military operatives” but 
the military was still reviewing the 
situation, it said.

At least 1,230 Palestinians have 
been killed in Israeli strikes since 
a ceasefi re was reached in October.

Trump said on Thursday there 
had been a breakthrough after Ha-
mas agreed to disarm under a US-
backed initiative to implement the 
ceasefi re agreement reached last 
year in Egypt.

Trump’s Board of Peace, the US-
led body overseeing the ceasefi re, 
published on Friday a 15-point 
roadmap setting out the fi nal steps 
for implementing the  agreement.

The  roadmap has yet to be im-
plemented. Hamas has said it will 
hand over its weapons for storage 
only after Israel halts military op-
erations and withdraws its forces 
in line with last year’s agreement. 

An Israeli offi  cial told Reuters 
there would be no withdrawal from 
the military’s current positions 
unless Hamas undergoes “genuine 
disarmament”.

Cohen told Army Radio he did 
not believe Hamas would disarm, 
but that it would rather play games 
and try to hide its weaponry.

Netanyahu has not commented 
publicly on the initiative, while 
National Security Minister Itamar 
Ben-Gvir has called it unaccepta-
ble and said Israel should continue 
assassinating Hamas leaders. 

Former senior Fatah offi  cial 
Mohammed Dahlan, who is based 
in the UAE, said in a Facebook 
post that Jared Kushner, Trump’s 
son-in-law and a senior adviser 

involved in the US initiative, had 
told him he was working with 
the Israeli side to stop attacks 
on Gaza.

Dahlan said contacts with the 
US were continuing to ensure the 
agreement was fully implemented, 
adding that its success now de-
pended on Israel fully ending its 
daily attacks on Gaza.

Gaza’s civil defence rescue serv-
ice, which operates under Hamas 
authority yesterday said eight peo-
ple were killed in strikes around 
midnight that hit multiple resi-
dential buildings, and fi ve others 
were killed later in the day. 

In one overnight attack near 
the central Gaza Strip, a man and 
his wife were killed and several 
others were wounded when an 
Israeli military helicopter struck 
an apartment, a civil defence 
spokesman said.

An elderly man and a child were 
killed in another attack on an 

apartment west of Gaza City, and 
three people, including a child, 
were killed in a strike on a residen-
tial building northwest of Khan 
Younis in the southern Gaza Strip.

“One person was killed and four 
others injured in an Israeli drone 
strike targeting a group of civilians 
near a camp for displaced people 
in Jabalia refugee camp, northern 
Gaza Strip,” he said.

A couple and their child were 
killed in a strike on an apartment 
west of Gaza City at dawn, the 
spokesman said, adding that the 
woman was pregnant.

Two others were killed in an 
Israeli drone strike on their vehi-
cle in Deir al-Balah in the central 
Gaza Strip, he said, with the Al-
Aqsa Martyrs’ Hospitals saying 
they were brothers. Authorities 
reported on Saturday that eight 
people had been killed in strikes 
that damaged a hospital’s medical 
supplies and targeted a rooftop.

Palestinians inspect the site of an Israeli strike on a vehicle in Gaza City, yesterday. (Reuters)

At least 72 died during Ceuta migrant rush
AFP
Ceuta

At least 72 people died during the 
mass infl ux in recent days of mi-
grants into Spain’s Ceuta enclave, 

when tens of thousands of people mostly 
swam around the border post from Mo-
rocco, local offi  cials said yesterday.

Most of the estimated 60,000 people 
who rushed into Spain’s north African ter-
ritory have returned to Morocco since the 
territory’s largest mass migrant crossing.

“The latest fi gure that we have is 72,” the 
government’s delegate to Ceuta, Miguel 
Angel Perez Triano, told reporters, when 
asked about the number of fatalities.

The previous toll was 67 deaths.
Spanish police and troops patrolled the 

streets of Ceuta yesterday as the enclave 
largely returned to normal after the sud-
den mass infl ux of migrants from Morocco 
that had occurred between Wednesday 
and Friday.

Only small groups of migrants were still 

walking around after most who crossed the 
small border barrier returned voluntarily 
to Morocco in 48 hours.

AFP on Saturday saw migrant minors 
milling around in a disused industrial park 
in Ceuta. Others were seen dozing on the 
pavements outside.

“All the children here want to go to 
(mainland) Spain,” said one of the few 
adults at the site, Moroccan man Aziz Da-
bch, 41.

The largest migrant rush into the en-
clave has caused an international crisis for 
Spain with European partners criticising 
Madrid for its immigration policies.

Outside a housing project near Ceuta 
port, Spanish soldiers detained a group of 
nine tired-looking migrants sitting on the 
pavement, guarded by troops with an ar-
moured car, an AFP reporter said.

Small infl atable boats from a rescue unit 
scoured the waters around the border bar-
rier that extends into the Mediterranean 
Sea, where a new 500-metre (1,640-feet) 
fl oating boom reinforced security.

Civil Guard were also taking migrants 

off  a bus to escort them back to the border 
post to return to Morocco.

The border crossing was calm, with 
groups of workers picking up trash, 
clothes and rubbish left behind during the 
mass crossing.

Spain has blamed criminal gangs for 
spreading rumours that a recent Span-
ish Supreme Court ruling on immigration 
would allow migrants easier passage.

Some analysts suggested Morocco could 
allow migrants to cross the border to put 
diplomatic pressure on Spain, which has 
recently improved ties with Rabat’s arch-
enemy neighbouring Algeria.

In 2021, around 10,000 migrants crossed 
into Ceuta, taking advantage of Morocco 
easing border controls as a way to pressure 
Spain.

Moroccan offi  cials have so far not of-
fered any statement on the crisis.

But some of those who crossed the bor-
der said they had heard the border was 
open — a rumour quickly amplifi ed on so-
cial media.

The EU said it would hold a video call 

on Tuesday after 22 bloc members issued 
a joint open letter calling for an urgent 
meeting to agree a speedy coordinated 
response, and to prevent further uncon-
trolled crossings.

Italy on Saturday implemented a one-
month suspension of its Schengen agree-
ment with Spain allowing for visa-free 

movement between borders.
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, 

in a letter to EU leaders, blasted the “self-
ish” reaction by some EU countries.

Pope Leo XIV yesterday spoke to the sit-
uation in Ceuta in his daily prayers, saying 
he was concerned and hoping for a solu-
tion of “peace, stability and justice”.

A group of migrants wave from the coastal rocks near the border post of the Spanish 
enclave of Ceuta yesterday. (AFP)

What drove migrants back from Ceuta to Morocco?

Reuters
Fnideq, Morocco/Ceuta, Spain

Migrants who swam or 
jumped over fences to 
rush into Spain’s Afri-

can enclave of  Ceuta last week 
returned home on Saturday, with 
many saying hunger, exhaus-
tion and hostility  from locals had 
crushed their hopes of  a new life 
in Europe.

Those heading back told Reu-
ters they had initially been drawn 
 by viral social media videos and 
messages from friends suggesting 
 that the heavily guarded border 
could be breached.

But  after reaching Ceuta, many 
said they found no way to con-
tinue onwards to mainland Spain.

“We came to make progress, 
not to be fooled,” said Brahim, a 
bakery worker from Fez who left 
his job and crossed the border af-
ter watching clips of thousands 
doing the same. “I thought I’d 
build a better future there. But I 
was surprised in Ceuta.”

Brahim said he survived for 
three days on water alone and 
could not aff ord the high food 
prices on the Spanish side. “How 
come a tuna sandwich was being 
sold for 100 dirhams ($10.75)?”

In Fnideq, the Moroccan city 
opposite Ceuta, Reuters saw 
nearly empty streets leading to 
the border crossing, a stark con-
trast to the thousands who had 
gathered there on Thursday last 

week. Young men walked away 
from the frontier along the high-
way or waited for taxis to leave 
Fnideq, where shops have also 
been closed for days.

The returnees’  accounts in-
cluded repeated complaints of 
shuttered supermarkets and 
shops, leaving them searching for 
food and water while their soaked 
clothes dried on the streets.

“Ceuta was like a prison — 
nothing to do there. Everything 
was closed,” said a worker at Mo-
rocco’s Tanger Med port, who de-
clined to give his name because he 
was due back at work.

Some migrants also accused 
residents of El Principe, a pre-
dominantly Moroccan neigh-
bourhood in Ceuta, of attack-
ing or driving them out. Reuters 
could not verify those accounts.

Moroccan waiter Yassine Ichou 
described being hit and chased 
away from El Principe.

“They imposed a siege to force 
us to leave Ceuta by ourselves ... 
They succeeded in their plan,” 
he added, referring to the wide-
spread shop closures.

Spain’s Interior Ministry said 
two people sustained minor in-
juries from knife attacks in two 
separate incidents and police had 
arrested one of the assailants. 
No deaths from knife attacks 
had been recorded in Ceuta  since 
Thursday, it added.

Rachid, a worker at  a Fnideq 
hotel near the crossing, said all 
six of its kitchen staff  had left for 
Ceuta during the height of the in-
fl ux and none had returned, forc-
ing management to search for re-
placements.

Across the border in Ceuta, 
cafes reopened and customers 
fl ocked in as the city gradually 
returned to life. Most shops re-
mained closed, while patrol cars 
moved through the streets in a 
visible show of security.

“We’ve taken the initiative to 
open because, ultimately, life has 
to return to its normal rhythm, 
but our safety and that of our staff  
always comes fi rst,” said Marina 
Castaño, 24, whose parents own 
two cafes in the centre. Some 
residents said the situation in the 
outskirts was still tense.

An aid worker at a migrant re-
ception centre said it was full and 
unable to take in more people, 
estimating that thousands re-
mained in the enclave.

Tito, a hardware store owner 
whose business was still closed, 
said the sudden arrival of so many 
people had left locals frightened 
but also sympathetic.

“You feel overwhelmed and, at 
the same time, helpless,” he said. 
“Those young people, they’re be-
ing completely exploited. They’re 
being used as bargaining chips.”

Mohamed Ahmed, a 43-year-
old Sudanese man, said a truck 
dropped him and other migrants 
near the border and then he swam 
for four hours to reach Ceuta.

He said police were blocking 
them from taking the  road to a 
migration centre, but he remained 
determined to stay in Spain.

“I’m not going back. I’d rather 
die trying here.”

People are seen on boats on the Moroccan side of a new floating 
barrier deployed by Spain at the border post of Ceuta. (AFP)

Hundreds fl ee Tigray 
into Sudan after fi ghting 
fl ares near border

AFP 
Khartoum/Addis Ababa 

Hundreds of Ethiopians 
from the northern Tig-
ray region have crossed 

into neighbouring Sudan over 
the past two days, fl eeing fi ght-
ing near the border, Sudanese 
security and medical sources 
told AFP.

The infl ux comes as Sudan 
itself remains engulfed in a bru-
tal war between the army and 
the paramilitary Rapid Support 
Forces (RSF), which erupted in 
April 2023.

A member of the Tigray Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front (TPLF) 
said clashes involving heavy 
artillery and drones between 
the Ethiopian army and Tigray 
rebels erupted in the western 
Tigray area of Shererina, near 
the Sudanese border, early on 
Saturday and continued until 
yesterday morning. “There is a 
de-escalation,” he said on con-
dition of anonymity.

On Saturday, the TPLF, which 
has been removed from the 
list of political parties but re-
mains infl uential in the region, 
accused the federal authori-
ties of having “intensifi ed its 
destructive actions and taken 
them to a higher level”.

A Sudanese security source 
in the border town of Hamdayet 
said arrivals from Tigray in-
cluded wounded fi ghters.

A medical source at a border 
health centre said the injured 
received fi rst aid before being 
transferred to al-Hashaba, 15 
km inside Sudan, home to thou-
sands displaced by the 2020-
2022 Tigray war.

Residents on the Sudanese 
side of the border reported 

hearing explosions and sus-
tained gunfi re throughout the 
fi ghting.

A witness in Wad al-Hu-
laywah, about 40km from the 
frontier, said three powerful 
explosions were heard on Sat-
urday morning.

“At around 4:30pm local 
time, I could still hear heavy 
gunfi re,” the witness told AFP, 
adding that residents of nearby 
al-Qudaymah village had fl ed 
across the Setit River.

Another witness in Ham-
dayet said explosions were 
audible throughout Saturday 
and that he “saw aircraft fl ying 
south-west of Hamdayet”.

AFP was unable to independ-
ently verify the accounts.

On Saturday, the TPLF ac-
cused Ethiopia’s federal gov-
ernment of launching what 
it described as a “large-scale 
infantry off ensive”, a claim the 
authorities did not immediately 
address.

AFP could not independent-
ly verify the TPLF’s claims or 
identify the forces involved in 
the fi ghting in Shererina.

Federal troops and Tigray-
an forces have massed along 
northern Tigray’s border for 
months, fuelling fears of re-
newed confl ict between the two 
sides less than four years after a 
war that killed at least 600,000 
people, according to the African 
Union. The latest violence also 
comes amid strained relations 
between Ethiopia and Sudan.

In May, Ethiopia accused 
the Sudanese army of backing 
TPLF-linked “mercenaries”, 
while Sudan accused Ethiopia 
of allowing drone attacks to 
be launched from its territory 
in coordination with the UAE, 
which refutes Sudan’s claims.

Mediators strive to revive 
US-Iran deal: Iranian MP

An Iranian lawmaker said 
yesterday that mediators 
were seeking to revive a deal 

that briefl y halted the war between 
Iran and the United States in June.

Hassan Ghashghavi, spokesman 
for parliament’s national security 
commission, said in a video inter-
view that “there is an eff ort under-
way to revive the 14-point Islama-
bad agreement, particularly by the 
mediators”.

“They know that the main issue 
and, in fact, the key to the matter 
right now is the issue of the Strait 
of Hormuz, so yes, there is an ex-
change of views,” he said.

The agreement, known as the 
Islamabad memorandum of un-
derstanding, was reached with the 
involvement of Iran’s Gulf neigh-
bour Qatar and eastern neighbour 
Pakistan, with negotiating ses-
sions held in Islamabad.

The deal included arrangements 
concerning the Strait of Hormuz 

and a resumption of diplomacy 
between Tehran and Washington 
for a broader deal.

It also called for an end to the 
hostilities in Lebanon where Israel 
has been fi ghting the Iran-backed 
Hezbollah group.

The agreement later collapsed 
after Iran and the United States 
accused each other of violating its 
provisions.

US President Donald Trump 
said on Saturday that Washington 
and Israel had agreed to hold off  
on new strikes on Iran, provided a 
deal to end the months-long con-
fl ict was reached rapidly. In a post 
on his Truth Social website, Trump 
said he had agreed “to hold off  any 
attack in that the perimeters of a 
deal has been agreed to”. 

Ghashghavi, a former diplomat, 
said there was “constant exchange 
of views and discussion over pro-
posals”, without elaborating fur-
ther on his statement. (AFP)

Gunmen kill 12 people, abduct women 
and children in Nigerian village
Armed men killed at least 12 people and abducted  women and 
children during a  night attack on a  village in  Nigeria’s northwestern 
 Sokoto state, witnesses said. Six members of one family burned to 
death after the attackers set fire to their house, one resident told 
Reuters. The gunmen entered the village of Lajinge before midnight 
on Saturday, locals said. “They killed  at least  12 people, injured four 
others, abducted women and children after rustling many livestock,” 
resident Auwal Hassan told Reuters by phone. 
Police were investigating and would provide updates later, Sokoto 
force spokesperson Ahmed Rufai said. (Reuters)
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13 killed in small tourist plane crash in Peru
AFP 
Nazca, Peru 

A small plane carrying foreign tour-
ists to view Peru’s famed Nazca 
Lines archaeological site crashed 

Saturday, killing all 13 people on board, 
police said.

Seven Italians, two Germans and two 
Spaniards were killed, along with two crew 
members, a spokesman for the transport 
ministry said, adding that the victims were 
aged between 24 and 78.

The incident occurred shortly after 
1:00pm after the Cessna 208 Caravan air-
craft took off  from the airport in Pisco, locat-
ed about 240 km south of the capital Lima.

“We have information that 11 passengers 
and two crew members have died,” Police 
Major Jorge Andrade told reporters at the 
crash site.

“Given the severity of the accident, 
there are no survivors. We have recov-
ered four bodies so far,” Andrade said, 
without identifying the victims or giv-
ing further details about what caused the 
crash.

Overnight, police recovered the charred 
bodies and placed them in black bags for 
transport to the regional morgue.

Firefi ghters and police, some wearing 
face masks, pored over the twisted, smol-
dering wreckage of the aircraft.

One wheel of the plane lay near the de-
bris, detached from the aircraft.

Peru’s civil aviation authority and the 
air accident agency will investigate the ac-
cident, the transport ministry said.

Peruvian President Keiko Fujimori said 
her government was mulling the possible 
closure of the Pisco airport.

The plane was operated by AeroDiana, 
which off ers sightseeing trips lasting 30 

minutes to an hour over the Nazca Lines, 
which is best seen from the air.

The archaeological site features a group 
of geoglyphs etched into the desert sands 
that date back to between 500 BC and 500 
AD. The meaning of the geometric shapes 
and animal outlines remains a mystery, 
with some believing they had ritual astro-
nomical functions, according to Unesco, 
which declared the area a World Heritage 
site in 1994.

AeroDiana told AFP that it would soon 
release more information about the crash.

Municipal offi  cials in Vista Alegre, 
where the plane crashed, said in a state-
ment that preliminary information in-
dicated an “in-fl ight emergency” was to 
blame, without off ering more details.

One resident of Vista Alegre said the 
plane exploded on impact.

Dozens of small planes operate from the 
airport in Pisco, handling a large volume of 

primarily foreign tourists hoping to visit 
the Nazca Lines.Accidents have happened 
before near the site.

Seven people were killed in a plane 
crash in 2022, including two Chileans 

and three Dutch nationals.
In October 2010, four British tour-

ists and two Peruvian crew members died 
when an AirNasca plane crashed after tak-
ing the tourists to view the site.

Wreckage of the small plane involved in a fatal accident in the Vista Alegre district, 
Nazca, Peru. The ancient Nazca Lines is one of Peru’s archaeological attractions. (AFP)

Five of Cuba’s 15 provinces without power as grid fails yet again
AFP 
Havana 

Havana and other parts 
of western Cuba were 
plunged into darkness Sat-

urday due to the country’s latest 
power grid failure, the state-run 
electric company announced.

Five of 15 provinces had no pow-
er due to a “partial collapse” of the 
electricity grid at 6:07pm, Cuba’s 
UNE said on X.

Cuba is reeling from its worst 
economic crisis in decades — one 
made worse by the fuel blockade 
imposed by US President Donald 
Trump in January as part of a pres-
sure campaign aimed at ending six 
decades of communist rule.

UNE says the fuel shortages 
have made the national grid more 
susceptible to outages and made 
the use of emergency generators 
— which typically run on diesel 
fuel — all but impossible. In recent 
weeks, some of the blackouts have 
lasted more than 30 hours in Ha-
vana, and for several days in other 
parts of the island nation, which 
has a population of 9.4mn people.

Since the start of 2026, Cuba 

has experienced fi ve nationwide 
blackouts, three of them in July 
within a period of 10 days. Since 
late 2024, there have been 10 such 
total power outages.

Cubans are not shy about ad-
mitting that they are increasingly 
weary of the constant disruptions 
to daily life. “We live practically 
like fi refl ies here — in the dark all 

the time. You never know when 
you’ll have power; it’s our sad real-
ity,” Julian Gonzalez, a 72-year-old 
carpenter, told AFP.

Like many Havana residents who 
live near the Malecon, a coastal es-
planade and seawall in the capital, 
Gonzalez was out trying to catch a 
bit of air. “It’s better than sitting at 
home feeling bitter,” he said.

Havana blames Washington’s 
punitive measures for the dire state 
of its electricity grid, while the US 
says the fault lies with Cuba’s gov-
ernment and its mismanagement 
of the economy.

The seven thermal power plants 
that form the national grid’s back-
bone have all been in operation 
for more than 40 years, and are in 

various states of disrepair.
Relations between Washing-

ton and Havana have been tense 
since the start of the year, espe-
cially since US forces snatched 
Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro 
from Caracas in early January and 
brought him to the US to face fed-
eral charges. Maduro had long been 
a staunch ally of Cuba.

Washington has authorised the 
arrival of only one Russian tanker 
— carrying 100,000 tons of crude 
— which came in March. Those re-
serves have since been exhausted.

In addition to its oil block-
ade, the Trump administration 
has ramped up sanctions against 
Cuban state-owned businesses, 
prompting many foreign busi-
nesses to suspend operations in 
the country.

The US has also indicted former 
president Raul Castro, brother of 
the late revolutionary leader Fidel 
Castro, over the downing of two 
civilian planes three decades ago.

In late June, Cuban Foreign 
Minister Bruno Rodriguez said 
“no progress” had been made in 
months of bilateral discussions.

But under pressure from all of 
the US measures, Cuban lawmak-
ers adopted a raft of free-market 
reforms aimed at rolling back the 
state’s role in the economy and at-
tracting investment in everything 
from banking to tourism and ag-
riculture. And on Wednesday, Ha-
vana said it would open up major 
sectors such as gas stations, elec-
tricity generation, trash collection 
and pharmacies to private fi rms.

Daytime and nightime views of streets in Havana during a blackout on Saturday as the power crisis persists in Cuba. (AFP)

Lula launches fourth term bid 
as he faces Trump’s opposition
AFP 
Sao Paulo 

Facundo Fernández Bar-
rio Brazilian President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva, 80, said 

yesterday he was “in great shape” 
as he launched his candidacy for 
October elections, with pressure 
from President Donald Trump’s 
administration looming over the 
campaign.

Lula, a leftist titan of Latin 
American politics who is loved and 
despised in near-equal measure in 
Brazil, highlighted what he called 
his stamina and good health as 
he addressed a convention of his 
Worker’s Party (PT) in Sao Paulo 
attended by around 3,000 people.

“I want to fi ght against old age. 
I don’t want to be shuffl  ing along. 
That’s why I work out my legs. 
That’s why I work out my arms. 
That’s why I walk for an hour,” said 
the veteran leftist, adding he was 
far fi tter than when he was fi rst 
elected in 2002.

The former metalworker and 
union leader made a dramatic 
comeback when he returned to 
power three years ago after a stint 
in jail on corruption charges that 
were later annulled.

He is seeking a fourth and fi nal 
term in offi  ce. Brazil’s constitu-
tion allows presidents to serve 
two consecutive terms. After sit-
ting out at least one term, they can 
run again, with no lifetime limit 

on the number of terms.
In his speech to a crowd awash in 

red, the color of the PT, Lula com-
pared himself to World Cup icons 
like Argentina’s Lionel Messi and 
Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo.

“What people don’t realise is 
that this World Cup of mine is the 
seventh,” he said, referring to the 
number of times he has run for the 
top job in the past four decades.

Standing next to his wife, Ro-
sangela da Silva, 59, he said he 
would not run again, because 
“after we hand Brazil back to the 
Brazilian people in perfect shape — 
we’re going on vacation to focus on 
romance for another 20 years.” 

Lula’s main election rival is 
Flavio Bolsonaro, eldest son of 
far-right former president Jair 
Bolsonaro. The 45-year-old sena-
tor stepped into the role after his 
father was convicted of plotting a 
coup to prevent Lula from taking 
power in 2023.

The Bolsonaro family is allied 
with Trump, who has backed sev-
eral victorious right-wing candi-
dates in Latin America.

“In Brazil, we do not accept any-
one sticking their nose where it 
does not belong,” said Lula.

In July, the US imposed two 
rounds of tariff s on Brazilian 
goods, alleging unfair trade prac-

tices which Brasilia denies.
Last year, encouraged by anoth-

er of Jair Bolsonaro’s sons, Edu-
ardo, Washington hiked tariff s in 
retaliation for the trial against the 
former leader. These were largely 
lifted after diplomatic eff orts.

Staring down a renewed trade 
war, Lula has built his strategy 
around defending Brazilian sover-
eignty and reminding voters of his 
four decades as the country’s most 
consequential political fi gure.

He has derided Flavio Bolsonaro 
as a “traitor to the nation.” “The 
sovereignty message comes at the 
perfect time for Lula. It allows him 
to identify an external enemy to 
blame for some of the problems we 
are facing,” Leonardo Paz, a politi-
cal science professor at the Getulio 
Vargas Foundation, told AFP.

A recent survey by the Datafolha 
institute showed that 48% of those 
polled would vote for Lula in a sec-
ond round and 43% for Flavio Bol-
sonaro.

In 2022, Lula beat Jair Bolsonaro 
by a razor-thin margin. Support-
ers praise Lula’s anti-poverty and 
social programs. “I’m here today 
because Lula’s policies changed 
my life and my family’s. Thanks to 
him, we own our own home today,” 
Cristiane Rosa Julho, a 51-year-old 
social worker, told AFP.

The veteran leftist’s administra-
tion boasts solid economic growth 
and record employment levels. But 
families complain about the cost of 
living and worsening fi scal defi cit.

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva attends the Workers’ Party (PT) 
national convention in Sao Paulo, yesterday. (AFP)

Venezuela transition 
talks to start next week, 
government announces
AFP
Caracas

Political transition talks in 
Venezuela will begin in 
person next week in Ca-

racas, the government and the 
opposition announced Saturday 
– the day when negotiations in 
the troubled South American 
country were expected to start.

Venezuela, a country that has 
the world’s largest proven oil re-
serves but an economy in sham-
bles, has been in a state of even 
bigger fl ux since US forces de-
posed president Nicolas Maduro 
in January. Interim leader Delcy 
Rodriguez, who formerly served 
as Maduro’s vice president, has 
been governing under Washing-
ton’s watchful eye since then.

Devastating earthquakes last 
month in the north of the coun-
try killed more than 5,500 peo-
ple, compounding the country’s 
woes. 

“We agreed on a fi rst in-
person meeting in Caracas next 
week,” Jorge Rodriguez, the 
head of the National Assembly 
and chief government nego-
tiator, said after a telephone call 
with opposition fi gure Dinorah 
Figuera.

“We have established a work-
ing agenda with clear and veri-
fi able objectives,” he said in a 
statement, noting that the fi rst 
meeting would address assist-

ance for those aff ected by the 
quake, the “reinforcement of 
democracy,” and political rights.

Jorge Rodriguez, who also is 
the interim leader’s brother, said 
he hoped to launch an “inclu-
sive and effi  cient” negotiating 
process. The government team 
will also include former foreign 
minister Jorge Arreaza.

Figuera leads the opposition 
bloc that in 2015 won a legisla-
tive majority, which was backed 
by Washington but rejected by 
Maduro. She lived in exile for 
years. In a statement, she con-
fi rmed the telephone call and 
the agenda items. Her team did 
not include any heavyweight 
opposition fi gures. The pair held 
a meeting just days before the 
massive earthquakes on June 24.

The transition talks between 
the interim government in Ca-
racas and the opposition are 
backed by the United States, 
which says they will focus on 
rebuilding democratic institu-
tions, strengthening the elec-
torate and guaranteeing politi-
cal participation. Observers are 
hoping the talks will result in a 
calendar for new elections. 

US President Donald Trump 
has repeatedly expressed his sat-
isfaction with Delcy Rodriguez. 
But leftist Chavistas, support-
ers of Maduro’s late mentor 
Hugo Chavez, are distrustful of 
a process that only includes US-
approved representatives. 

Evacuations undeway as wildfires worsen in Spokane

A fast-moving wildfi re 
neared the US city of 
Spokane on Saturday, 

forcing thousands of residents to 
evacuate as Washington state de-
clared an emergency over one of 
its worst fi re seasons on record.

More than 200,000 acres were 
burning across the northwest-
ern state during a record fourth 
consecutive year of statewide 
drought. “Our record-setting 
drought and high winds are creat-
ing dangerous conditions across 
the state,” Governor Bob Ferguson 
said in a statement, adding that 
most outdoor and agricultural 
burning were banned through 

the end of September. 
“This year has already been one 

of our busiest wildfi re years on 

record, and we just started Au-
gust,” said Commissioner of Pub-
lic Lands Dave Upthegrove.

A wildfi re dubbed the Old Trails 
fi re jumped the Spokane River on 
Saturday afternoon and crossed 
into the city, the Spokesman-Re-
view newspaper reported, adding 
that the fi re grew to more than 
3,500 acres. 

Authorities issued the highest-
level evacuation alert, “Go Now”, 
for swathes of northern Spokane 
aff ecting thousands of people 
within city limits. “When the sun 
sets and the sun rises, we are go-
ing to be in shock,” Major General 
Gent Welsh told a news confer-
ence. Emergency authorities set 
up a shelter at the Spokane Con-
vention Center. (AFP)

Massive plumes of smoke rise from a wildfire in Spokane. (Reuters)

Fatal shooting at restaurant in west 
US state of Idaho, gunman dead

A gunman opened fire at a fast-food restaurant in the western US 
state of Idaho on Saturday, killing a number of people, which is still 
unknown, police said, adding that the suspect was also dead.
The shooting at the In-N-Out Burger restaurant “resulted in fatalities,” 
but authorities were still working to determine the number of 
victims, Twin Falls Police Chief Matthew Hicks said. “It was a very 
chaotic scene,” Hicks told reporters.
Twin Falls city spokesman Josh Palmer told NBC News that three 
people were killed and two were wounded, but it was not clear if the 
gunman was counted among those casualties. 
Video footage aired by local media showed what appeared to be a 
young man with a long gun outside the In-N-Out Burger. Other video 
posted on social media showed more than a dozen people running 
out of the restaurant. Twin Falls is a city of about 56,000 people in 
southern Idaho, about 290 km northwest of Salt Lake City. (AFP)
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Crew members of Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) navy ship Qi Jiguang wave as their ship prepares to dock at Tanjung Perak Port in 
Surabaya, Indonesia, yesterday, in response to an invitation from the Indonesian Navy. (AFP)

China-Indonesia defence co-operation Flash fl oods death toll 
rises to 25 in China as 
heavy rains continue
Reuters
Beijing

Flash floods  in Gansu 
 Province in China’s 
northwest last week 

 killed 25  people and injured  23 
more, the official Xinhua news 
agency reported yesterday, 
raising earlier death tolls.

Initial reports said 10 people 
had died after torrential rain 
hit Weiyuan County in Gansu’s 
Dingxi City on July 26.

The  national commission for 
disaster prevention, reduction 
and relief has requested inves-
tigations and assessments from 
 the Gansu provincial authori-
ties, Xinhua  reported.

Gansu authorities warned of  
further landslides, including 
in Dingxi, as rain continues in 
the annual flood season.

Beijing and Inner Mongo-
lia also posted weather alerts 
yesterday as China’s weather 
observatory warned of heavy 
rain, high winds and thunder-
storms across a swathe  of the 
country  from the southwest to 
the northeast.

Heavy and sometimes tor-
rential rainfall is also con-
tinuing across large areas of 
Sichuan, where state broad-
caster CCTV reported 64,609 
people have been evacuated, 
with more than 881,000 resi-
dents relocated since  the start 
of the annual flood season.

The Observatory also 
warned yesterday that Super 
Typhoon Dolphin, currently 
heading towards East Asia 
from the western Pacific, will 
start to affect China’s south-
east coastal regions from 
Wednesday.

Indonesia ferry fi re kills fi ve

AFP
Surabaya

An Indonesian ferry caught 
fi re at sea yesterday, kill-
ing fi ve people and leaving 

another 41 missing after some 
jumped overboard, search and 
rescue offi  cials said.

A total of 225 people on the ves-
sel were rescued, said the regional 
Surabaya Search and Rescue 
Agency, which provided the latest 
fi gures in an afternoon update.

Some passengers jumped into 
the sea and were picked up by a 
nearby ship, according to Basar-
nas, Indonesia’s National Search 
and Rescue Agency.

Four other vessels were on 
standby near the ferry but could 
not approach because of the risk 
posed by fl ammable material on 
the ferry, it said.

The captain had called the ferry 
company to report the fi re as the 
vessel sailed from Surabaya in 
East Java to Makassar in South 
Sulawesi, Basarnas said.

The captain had not been in 
contact since then, it said.

A larger rescue operation was 
heading to the site from Surabaya, 
a six-hour journey from the site of 
the disaster, Basarnas said.

“Based on preliminary re-
ports from the fi eld, passengers 
are waiting to be evacuated by 
the vessels in the vicinity of the 
incident site,” said Muhammad 

Masyhud, a senior offi  cial at the 
Ministry of Transportation.

“The safety of passengers and 
crew is our top priority. We are 
continuously coordinating with 
all relevant parties to ensure that 
the evacuation process can pro-
ceed quickly, safely, and eff ec-

tively,” he said in a statement.
Marine accidents are a regu-

lar occurrence in Indonesia, an 
archipelago of more than 17,000 
islands, partly due to lax safety 
standards and unpredictable 
weather.

A ferry transporting more than 

70 people sank last month while 
sailing near Selayar, a small tropi-
cal island south of the much larger 
Sulawesi.

At least four people were found 
dead, and 14 others remained 
missing until the end of the search 
operation.

This aerial picture shows the passenger ship Mutiara Sentosa 2 catching fire in the waters off  Madura island, 
East Java, yesterday. (AFP)

41 missing after some 
jumped overboard

Scorching: Last summer for Japan cosplay extravaganza
AFP
Nagoya, Japan

Shawn, like her sister Whit-
ney dressed as a character 
from “Demon Slayer”, has 

two words to describe the weather 
as she waits to watch the grand pa-
rade at this year’s annual cosplay 
extravaganza in Japan: “(Exple-
tive) hot”.

“I have had about fi ve of these 
(bottles of water). I have on full 
sleeves, socks, and whoo! When 
we fi rst came outside we were 
just drenched in sweat,” the Hou-
ston, Texas native told AFP at the 
World Cosplay Summit (WCS) in 
Nagoya.

But relief is coming for the up-
wards of 250,000 people from 
all over the world who attend the 
WCS every year to embody manga, 
animation or video game charac-
ters.

From next year, the three-day 
event in the central Japanese city 
will be in November in pleasant 
autumn temperatures, as opposed 

to the oppressive 40C (104F) fore-
cast for this Sunday, the fi nal day.

“Since around the end of the 
Covid pandemic, Japan has been 
getting increasingly warmer,” said 
Tokumaru Oguri, chief executive 
of the WCS.

“The heat can genuinely put 
people’s lives at risk, so fi rst of 
all, we ask each individual to take 
every possible precaution them-
selves, by making sure they are in 
good physical condition, getting 
enough sleep and staying hydrat-
ed,” Oguri told AFP.

A Japanese journalist coined 
the term cosplay — combining 
costume and play — in 1984 after 
seeing people dressed as monsters 
and aliens at a sci-fi  convention in 
Los Angeles.

The concept exploded in Ja-
pan before morphing into a glo-
bal phenomenon in the 1990s and 
2000s.

Typically people dress up as 
characters — human or otherwise 
— from movies, series, comics, 
pop culture, fantasy, roleplay or 
computer games.

But cosplayers can also embody 
everything from fast food brands, 
internet browsers and memes to 
intangible ideas like gravity or 
hunger, while also experimenting 
with gender.

Scientists say human-induced 
climate change is increasing the 
frequency and intensity of ex-
treme heat events in Japan and 
elsewhere.

Japan had its hottest sum-
mer on record last year and in re-
cent weeks many places have had 
“kokushobi”, a new offi  cial clas-
sifi cation meaning “cruelly hot 
days”. Thousands of people, many 
of them elderly, needed hospital 
care.

But although some people at 
the WSC still go all out — one 
participant was enclosed in a 
huge “Castle in the Sky” robot 
soldier outfi t in Saturday’s parade 
in a covered but stifl ing shopping 
arcade — many adapt their cos-
tumes.

“Orena”, 40, from France, said 
she deliberately chose to make 
her outfi t — Haku from Studios 

Ghibli’s animated movie “Spirited 
Away” — from linen and cotton to 
keep cool.

She will be co-representing 
France on Sunday at the climax of 
the WCS, when acts fl ying in from 
41 countries ranging from Peru 
and Saudi Arabia to Latvia will be 
judged on costume craftsmanship, 
dramatic performance, and char-
acter recreation.

“At major competitions such 
as the World Cosplay Summit, 
people tend to want to wear cos-
tumes that involve a certain level 
of technical complexity and often 
have several layers,” the electrical 
technician told AFP.

“When it gets hot, there comes 
a point when you cannot take off  
any more layers (of costume),” the 
40-year-old said. “There is the 
risk of feeling unwell, but even 
when it comes to makeup and 
wearing wigs, we sweat, and it 
quickly becomes very diffi  cult.”

“Most of the cosplayers that 
will be joining the parade today 
will defi nitely have more comfort-
able (costumes) because they’re 

going to walk under the heat of 
the sun,” said Jeoff ry Quiban, or 
“OPet”, portraying fi re demon Hiei 
from “Yu Yu Hakusho”.

“You need to deal with what 
you wear and wear it comfortably,” 
the 35-year-old teacher told AFP, 
brandishing a sword and wearing 
blood-red contact lenses.

Having the event in November 

will allow people to go all-out, 
said his performance partner 
Krizel Guiral, or “Zhel”, dressed 
as Youko Kurama, the red-headed 
fox demon from the same Japanese 
manga and anime classic.

“I think it would be really ex-
citing to see diff erent kinds of 
costumes,” the 38-year-old nurse 
told AFP.

Cosplayers take part in the Osu Cosplay Parade, during the second day 
of the World Cosplay Summit 2026 in Nagoya on Saturday. (AFP)

Korea records highest 
temperature of 42.5C 
in over a century
AFP
Seoul

Republic of Korea registered 
its highest temperature 
since records began more 

than a century ago yesterday, 
as authorities warned people to 
“immediately” stop all outdoor 
activities in aff ected areas.

The southeastern city of Yang-
san saw the temperature reach 
42.5C at 1:26pm (0426 GMT), the 
Korea Meteorological Adminis-
tration said on its website.

Yangsan has been the epicentre 
of the ongoing heatwave, where 
temperatures exceeded 40C for 
a fi fth consecutive day yesterday, 
while many other cities including 
Daegu and Busan are seeing tem-
peratures climb into the high 30s.

People fl ocked to air-condi-
tioned shopping malls or cafes 
to escape the blistering tempera-
tures, an AFP reporter saw.

Ju Dong-yeol, 27, took refuge 
from the heat in a Starbucks in 
Seoul along with his parents and 
told AFP “it is too hot to be out-
side doing anything”.

“I can’t think of anything else 
to do other than stay in air-con-
ditioned places like home, shop-
ping malls and cafes,” the offi  ce 
worker said.

More than 20 localities were 
under emergency heatwave alerts 
yesterday — a new warning cat-
egory introduced this year to bet-
ter address rising temperatures.

An emergency alert is issued 
when areas experiencing a heat-
wave are forecast to hit perceived 
temperatures of 38C or an actual 
temperature of 39C for the day.

Issuing a heat warning, the 
weather agency urged people to 
“immediately stop all outdoor 
activities”, adding that “indoor 
spaces without air conditioning 
are dangerous”.

“Move immediately to a cool 
place, such as a designated cooling 
centre or a shaded area, and stay 
hydrated while resting,” it advised.

KMA data show the average 
annual number of heatwave days 
in the country has more than 
doubled to 19 over the past fi ve 
years, from eight in the 1970s.

A heatwave day is defi ned as 
one with a maximum tempera-
ture of at least 33C.

Korea’s professional baseball 
league was also forced to cancel 
one game in Changwon after the 
city’s temperature climbed to 
39.5C during the day, marking the 
second consecutive game cancel-
lation in the city.

“The decision was made with 
the safety and health of specta-
tors and players as the top prior-
ity, as a severe heatwave warning 
remains in eff ect for the Chang-
won area,” said the Korea Baseball 
Organisation in a statement.

Scientists warn that extreme 
weather events such as heat-
waves are becoming more fre-
quent and intense as a result of 
human-induced climate change.

Children walk through the Cheonggyecheon Stream to cool off  in 
Seoul yesterday. (AFP)

Lanka deploys hundreds of troops after prison riot
AFP
Colombo

Sri Lanka deployed hundreds of troops 
and elite commandos yesterday to con-
tain riots at an overcrowded prison in 

which one inmate was killed and six others 
wounded, police said.

Deputy police inspector-general Sanjeewa 
Medawatte said the situation was under con-
trol after inmates destroyed multiple buildings 

on Saturday inside Mahara Prison, just outside 
the capital Colombo.

“We got reinforcements from the armed forces 
and the Special Task Force commandos to restore 
order and send the inmates back to their cells,” 
Medawatte told reporters outside the prison.

In November 2020, a riot erupted at the fa-
cility in which 11 inmates were shot and killed, 
and nearly 120 others wounded.

The latest unrest came almost a month af-
ter another prison riot in the same region, in 
which 10 guards and 21 inmates were killed.

Medawatte said inmates at Mahara Prison 
had completely destroyed the kitchen, the 
hospital, a newly built rehabilitation building 
and vocational training facilities.

The prison housed 4,100 inmates, about 
four times its capacity, an issue common 
across the country’s jails. 

Last month, the authorities announced plans 
to convert disused state buildings into prisons. 
More than three-quarters of the inmates in Sri 
Lanka are remand prisoners awaiting trial, and 
most are held in connection with drug off ences.
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Two helicopters collide as Greece battles 
wildfi res, Hungary shuts nuclear plant

Reuters
Agios Konstantinos

Two fi refi ghting helicopters 
collided in Greece while 
helping to control a huge 

wildfi re yesterday that has de-
stroyed more than 100 homes 
northwest  of Athens, while a fresh 
blaze forced evacuations on the 
popular tourist island of Kefalo-
nia.

Europe has been ravaged by 
wildfi res  this summer after a pe-
riod of record-breaking heatwaves 
 and little rain — conditions that 
scientists say have been exacer-
bated by climate change.

Destructive blazes in France and 
Spain  showed signs of easing over 
the weekend, but several wildfi res 
have  broken out in Greece after a 
period of relative calm there.

Two  helicopters collided dur-
ing a fi refi ghting operation in the 
area of Psatha in the Attica region, 
west of Athens, Greece’s fi re serv-
ice said in a statement.

Footage posted on the Forecast 
Weather Greece Facebook page 
appeared to show two helicopters 
closing to cross paths at low alti-
tude, before the main rotor of the 
lower helicopter struck the un-
derside of the one fl ying above it 
and crashed in fl ames. The second 
helicopter then dumped its load of 
water and fl ew away. Reuters has 
not verifi ed the authenticity of the 
footage.

The crew of one helicopter had 
been located and were safe, with 
ambulances on the way to pick 
them up, government offi  cials 

said. As for the second crew, the 
helicopter had been located, and a 
search-and-rescue operation was 
underway, offi  cials said.

Gale-force winds that had 
fuelled a fi re around  Porto Ger-
meno on the Gulf of Corinth 60km 
(40 miles) northwest of Athens 
subsided, but fl ames crossed a 
mountain to the south and reached 
the settlement of Veniza and a 
military fi ring range, igniting un-
exploded ordnance. Firefi ghters 
focused their eff orts on preventing 
fi re from advancing towards the 
coastal town of Megara, which has 
a population  of around 30,000.

“There are moments when the 
force of nature and the intensity 
of  weather conditions exceed all 
human planning and every opera-

tional capability,” Prime Minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis said in his 
regular Sunday  message.

Greek authorities issued emer-
gency alerts for evacuations for a 
number of settlements in western 
Attica, including an industrial es-
tate near Megara.

In the village of Agios Konstan-
tinos, residents were doing their 
best to halt the spread of the blaze.

“The fi re has been burning since 
last night, it is certain that they 
cannot have forces everywhere. 
We as residents are doing every-
thing we can,” said Tasos Tzem-
pelikos, 61, who along with his son 
was pouring water on the fi re.

Greek daily Protothema report-
ed that a major eff ort was under 
way to prevent the fi re from Veniza 

from reaching the nearby coastal 
town of Megara. It said more than 
10,000 hectares of land had likely 
been destroyed by the fi re so far.

Overnight, several settlements 
on the Ionian island of Kefalonia 
were evacuated after a fi re broke 
out in the Pastra area in the south.

In France, wildfi res in the Gi-
ronde and Var departments 
showed signs  of easing. Authori-
ties reported only minor fl are-ups 
in the  southwestern Gironde area 
and said the blaze in the south-
eastern Var department had not 
spread overnight.

In Monfort-Sur-Argents, in the 
region of Var, Georges Blanc, who 
fl ed from the fi re, returned home 
and was busy putting out hot em-
bers to prevent a fl are-up, while 
fi refi ghters watered the wider 
area.

“With the combined eff orts of 

the two Canadairs (fi refi ghting 
planes) and the fi refi ghters, I think 
you could say all the houses were 
saved ... And now, well, I’m com-
ing back to check, because since 
I saw the fl ames, I thought the 
houses wouldn’t have survived,” 
he told Reuters.

In central Spain, wildfi res that 
ripped through tens of thou-
sands of hectares over the past 
week were mostly under control, 
though fi refi ghters were dealing 
with reignitions in some areas.

In the western province of Cac-
eres, a forest blaze erupted on 
Saturday, prompting the evacua-
tion of around 800 people. Those 
residents were allowed to  return 
yesterday but remained confi ned 
to their homes as the fi re was still 
active.

Other European countries are 
struggling with drought and re-

ceding water levels in major rivers, 
including the Rhine and the Dan-
ube, which recorded its lowest-
ever water levels in Hungary, Ser-
bia and Romania.

Hungary faces a critical fi ve 
days, Prime Minister Peter Magyar 
said yesterday, as the drying out of 
the Danube forced the country’s 
sole nuclear power plant to shut 
for the fi rst time in more than four 
decades, with a new heatwave 
looming.

Falls in water levels amid a lack 
of rain have also disrupted ship-
ping and tourism in Hungary and 
triggered water-use restrictions in 
more than 100 cities and villages.

Danube levels in Serbia fell to 
their lowest since 1985, cutting 
the daily output of the country’s 
biggest hydropower plant to only 
20%, the  energy minister said 
yesterday.

A resident is seen watching a helicopter making a water drop as a wildfire burns in the Megara valley. (Reuters)

Firefighters battle a wildfire near Agia Paraskevi, yesterday. (Reuters)

Burnham signals support 
for written constitution
AFP
London

Britain’s new Prime Minister Andy Burn-
ham has signalled his support for a writ-
ten constitution for the UK, which unlike 

most countries, does not have one authoritative 
document.

Since entering offi  ce just two weeks ago, the 
former mayor of Greater Manchester has made 
devolution of power to regional authorities a fo-
cus of his administration.

“In the end, I think it does start to point to-
wards a new constitutional settlement,” Burn-
ham said of his devolution plans on the week-
end.

Calling for a “new clear set of principles 
about how this country should be run”, Burn-
ham said there was a need for a written consti-
tution — something he has called for before he 
was prime minister.

“It’s wrong that people are left arguing for 
things that are just fundamental... and the lack 
of a constitution disempowers places in that 
situation,” said Burnham.

Unlike most countries around the world, 

Britain does not have a written constitution, 
and is instead governed by a patchwork of 
statutes, common law judgments, and trea-
ties.

The push for a written constitution is fairly 

recent, with Labour’s Gordon Brown, who was 
prime minister from 2007 to 2010, an early pro-
ponent of the overhaul.

Burnham served as a minister in Brown’s gov-
ernment.

A parliamentary committee considered op-
tions for codifying the constitution in a fi ve-
year review, which concluded in 2015 that there 
was no clear consensus.

Any serious attempt to codify the constitu-
tion by Burnham would be a years-long process 
likely requiring a major public inquiry and con-
sultations.

Burnham on Friday announced plans to allow 
regional mayors in England to keep a share of 
taxes collected in their area, part of his drive to 
transfer power out of the highly centralised na-
tion’s capital.

The UK — comprising England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland — saw signifi cant 
constitutional reforms in the late 1990s that 
created devolved parliaments in Edinburgh, 
Cardiff  and Belfast.

But England itself remains one of Europe’s 
most centralised nations, despite the creation 
of some regional mayors and other bodies in the 
last decade, experts say.

Burnham speaks to members of the media 
during a visit to HM Coastguard Maritime 
Rescue Co-ordination Centre, in Dover, 
yesterday. (AFP)

Bomb attack kills 13 
during Pakistan protest
AFP
Peshawar

A suicide bomber attacked 
a busy area near a police 
station during a protest 

in northern Pakistan’s Swat 
district, killing 13 people and 
wounding 22, police said yester-
day.

The blast took place at a 
crowded intersection near a po-
lice station in Swat during a civil 
society protest, police said.

“Thirteen people, including 
eight police offi  cers, were killed 
in the suicide bombing,” Swat 
Deputy Inspector General of Po-
lice Fida Hussain told AFP.

He added that 22 people had 
been wounded and another body, 
suspected to be that of the bomb-
er, had been brought to hospital.

“A suicide bomber attempted 
to enter the police station locat-
ed at the chowk (intersection), 
but was stopped by police at the 
main gate,” he said.

The attack took place in Paki-

stan’s northern border province 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, where 
authorities are fi ghting a grow-
ing insurgency by the Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

No group immediately 
claimed responsibility.

A homemade bomb blast in 
the provincial capital Peshawar 
wounded four police offi  cers, the 
city’s police chief told AFP yes-
terday in an attack claimed by 
the TTP.

A military spokesman said on 
Friday that militant attacks and 
ensuing operations had killed 
819 security personnel and civil-
ians this year.

Pakistan has previously 
blamed the violence in border 
provinces on militant activ-
ity emanating from Afghanistan. 
The Taliban government in Ka-
bul denies Afghan involvement.

The accusations have sparked 
a bitter rift and even armed con-
fl ict between the neighbouring 
countries. Pakistan has carried 
out deadly air strikes it says tar-
get militants on Afghan soil.

Female bomber kills at least three, injures 21 near Moscow restaurant: authorities
Reuters
Moscow

A homemade bomb carried 
by  a woman killed at least 
three people and injured 21 

near an upscale restaurant in cen-
tral Moscow on Saturday evening, 
authorities said, amid uncon-
fi rmed speculation on social me-
dia that the attack may have been 
linked to the war in Ukraine. The 
explosion occurred just before 

8pm close to an Italian restaurant 
located in one of Moscow’s seven 
Stalin-era skyscrapers at Kudrin-
skaya Square, the police said. 
Russia’s National Anti-Terrorism 
Committee (NAK) said an uniden-
tifi ed woman carrying an impro-
vised explosive device had tried 
to  get into the restaurant but had 
been stopped by a security guard.

NAK said the woman, the guard 
and a customer at the Balzi Rossi 
Italian restaurant had been killed 
instantly  in the blast that followed. 

REN TV cited a source  yesterday 
as saying that two people who had 
been taken  to hospital had later 
died of their wounds, bringing the 
death toll to fi ve, though there was 
no offi  cial confi rmation. REN TV 
said six people remained in a seri-
ous condition.

Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin 
yesterday off ered his condolences 
to the families of those killed and 
said those responsible would be 
punished. “A brutal terrorist at-
tack was carried out in Moscow 

yesterday,” he said in a statement.
Heavily armed law enforcement 

offi  cers sealed off  the scene of the 
attack on Saturday. The authori-
ties did not name those killed  or 
injured or any suspects. Unveri-
fi ed  social media reports sug-
gested that a top Russian military 
commander had been the intend-
ed target but had been unharmed.

More than four years into a full-
scale war with Ukraine, Russia this 
year promised better protection for 
high-ranking military offi  cials after 

a series of assassinations and at-
tempted killings, which it blamed on 
Kyiv. Russian war bloggers, without 
citing any evidence, were quick to 
blame Ukraine for the attack. Kyiv 
did not immediately comment.

The Kommersant daily suggest-
ed that the woman carrying the 
bomb may not  have known about 
it, and that it had been set off  re-
motely by someone else.

The restaurant’s website said 
the venue had been closed on Sat-
urday for a private event. The na-

ture of the attack recalled a bomb-
ing carried out in 2023 that killed 
Russian pro-war blogger Vladlen 
Tatarsky. A young woman, Darya 
Trepova, was jailed for 27 years 
for delivering a bomb concealed 
inside a statuette that exploded 
in Tatarsky’s hands. She said she 
had been acting under instruction 
from a man in  Ukraine who had 
sent  her money.

Senior Ukrainian offi  cials at the 
time neither claimed responsibil-
ity nor denied involvement.

Rescuers recover climber Nirmal 
Purja’s body following avalanche
AFP
Skardu

Rescuers recovered the body 
of renowned climber Nir-
mal Purja yesterday after 

an avalanche killed him and nine 
others on one of the world’s high-
est peaks in northern Pakistan, 
the Alpine Club of Pakistan said.

The avalanche struck on 
Thursday, cutting off  contact 
with the expedition led by Purja, 
a 43-year-old British-Nepali 
climber, on Broad Peak.

“The ground rescue team has 
reached Nims Dai (Purja) at ap-
proximately 5,700m on Broad 
Peak — a mountain he loved, and 
a mountain that has now taken 
him from us,” the club posted on 
social media.

The club’s general secretary 
Ayaz Shigri said a ground rescue 

team was transporting four bod-
ies — those of Purja, two other 
Nepali nationals and a Chinese 
citizen — down from the moun-
tain.

“Rescuers have also confi rmed 
the presence of one additional 
body at a signifi cantly higher el-
evation,” he said in a statement.

“Due to the extremely hazard-
ous terrain and prevailing condi-
tions, it is unlikely that a recov-
ery attempt will be made at this 
stage,” he added.

Purja’s expedition company 
confi rmed on Saturday that no 
team members had survived.

The avalanche has sparked 
an outpouring of shock in the 
mountaineering community, es-
pecially in Nepal, and leaders in-
cluding Britain’s Prince William 
have expressed condolences to 
the families of the climbers.

“Nims (Purja) served with 

distinction in the British Armed 
Forces before becoming one of 
the world’s greatest mountain-
eers, putting Nepalese climb-
ers on the map,” Prince William 
posted on X, saying he was “truly 
saddened” by the loss of life.

Purja wrote on X last Monday 
that he was close to becoming the 
fi rst to climb all 14 “super peaks” 
twice without oxygen.

“Broad Peak, I ask for noth-
ing but safe passage up and back 
down,” he wrote.

“My loving brothers... We will 
take you back home to see (your) 
families,” Mingma G Sherpa, a 
mountaineer involved in rescue 
posted on Instagram on Saturday.

“This is an unthinkable loss 
for our mountaineering commu-
nity and for the nation,” Fur Gelje 
Sherpa, the president of Nepal’s 
mountaineering association 
posted on social media.

Italian-led EU force boards sanctioned 
tanker from Russia’s ‘shadow fl eet’

Reuters
Rome

An EU  naval mission led by 
Italy boarded a tanker  from 
Russia’s so-called “shadow 

fl eet”  yesterday, the second such 
operation in less  than two weeks as 
Europe  intensifi es scrutiny of ves-
sels suspected  of helping Moscow 
circumvent oil sanctions.

Italy’s Defence Ministry said the 
Toa Payoh, a tanker subject to EU 
sanctions, was intercepted west 
of the Sicilian island of Pantelleria 
while sailing from Benin to Istan-
bul.

The vessel had switched to a 
Cameroon registry only last week, 
according to a source familiar with 
the operation. Maritime authori-

ties launched the inspection to  
verify that the tanker was legally 
entitled to fl y the Cameroon fl ag 
and that its registration docu-
ments were valid.

The source said the EU  na-
val mission, named operation 
EUNAVFOR MED Irini,  did not 
have the authority to seize vessels 
during  such inspections, meaning 
the Toa Payoh was not detained.

However, documentation gath-
ered during the boarding was still 
being examined and could be used 
by national authorities for a subse-
quent sequestration if necessary.

The Toa Payoh’s captain initially 
failed to co-operate with the EU 
mission, prompting a team of Ital-
ian military personnel to board the 
vessel from a helicopter launched 
by the Thaon di Revel, the EU’s 

 EUNAVFOR MED’s fl agship.
The inspection,  carried out with 

the support of a Greek vessel and a 
Polish maritime patrol aircraft, last-
ed about two hours and was com-
pleted safely, the ministry said.

There was no immediate com-
ment from Russia.

Yesterday’s operation follows 
the July 20 boarding of the MV 
South Star, another tanker linked 
to Russia’s shadow fl eet that was 
inspected by Irini forces over sus-
picions  it was sailing also under a 
false fl ag.

The European Union has im-
posed sanctions on scores of ves-
sels that it says form part of a 
“shadow fl eet” used by Russia 
to circumvent restrictions on its 
oil exports since its invasion of 
Ukraine.



By Jasim al-Azzawi

Two clocks 
are 
running 
in this 

war. One belongs 
to Washington and 
Tel Aviv. The other 
belongs to Tehran.

Only one of them 
is ticking.

Iran’s escalation 
across the Gulf, into 
Jordan, and now toward Egypt looks reckless to 
outside observers.

It is not.
It rests on two calculations that no amount of 

American firepower can dissolve: geography and 
time.

Iran holds both cards. Trump and Netanyahu 
hold neither.

The Fortress Nobody Can Storm
Start with the land itself. Iran is not Iraq. It is 

nearly four times the size, with a population three 
times larger, and a topography built by nature for 
defense rather than conquest.

The Zagros and Alborz ranges cut across the 
country like two walls. Half of Iran’s territory is 
mountainous.

The Cato Institute’s assessment of a 
prospective ground campaign put it bluntly: 
Iran’s terrain is “punishing” and any full invasion 
would “rival or exceed the scale of Vietnam or the 
1991 Gulf War”.

*Foreign Policy magazine went further, arguing 
that Iran’s interior creates natural defensive 
barriers unmatched by any American campaign 
“since the Pacific island-hopping of World War 
II”.

That is not hyperbole. It is topography. 
Mountains do not negotiate a timeline.

They simply outlast whoever is trying to cross 
them.

Iranian analyst Arman Mahmoudian, writing 
for *Middle East Eye, made the historical case.

Iran did not sue for peace even when Iraq 
captured Khorramshahr and besieged Abadan 
during the 1980s war.

Occupation, he noted, has never produced 
Iranian capitulation.

“Any US operation there will face the same 
issue,” he said.

Farzin Nadimi, a Washington-based analyst 
generally unsympathetic to Tehran, reached a 
similar conclusion on the question of Iranian 
ground offensives against Gulf bases.

Large-scale conventional operations, he said, 
are simply not conceivable, for either side.

Former US Army intelligence analyst Harrison 
Mann was even more direct about the idea of seizing 
Kharg Island, Iran’s main oil export terminal.

Any such attempt, he warned, would be “close 
to a suicide mission”.

This is the first weapon. Iran cannot be 
occupied at a cost the American public, or 
Congress, would ever tolerate.

The Strait as Leverage
The second front is water, not land. Iran does 

not need to conquer Hormuz.
It needs only to contest it, and it has done 

exactly that.
The IRGC Navy has repeatedly declared the 

strait under its command.
“All traffic is under the full control of the 

armed forces,” one naval statement read, warning 
that any adversary who mishandled the waterway 
would become “trapped in a deadly vortex”.

Naval official Mohammad Akbarzadeh made 
the same claim to Iranian state media: the strait, 
he said, remains “under the complete control of 
the Islamic Republic’s Navy”.

Washington disputes this, and Centcom has 
issued its own rebuttals.

However, dispute is itself the point.
A fifth of the world’s oil and a fifth of its 

liquefied natural gas (LNG) pass through Hormuz.
Even a contested claim of control forces global 

shipping insurers, tanker operators, and oil 
markets to price in Iranian leverage.

Iran does not need to win the argument over 
sovereignty. It only needs the argument to remain 
unresolved.

Every week that passes without a decisive 
American answer is a week in which Tehran’s 
claim gains weight simply by surviving.

Whose Clock Is Actually Running
This is where the second factor becomes 

decisive: time. Iran has no election. Its leadership 
answers to no voter, no opposition bloc, and no 
polling cycle.

Trump and Netanyahu answer to all three, 
simultaneously.

Netanyahu faces an Israeli election now 
scheduled for October 27, with polls consistently 
showing his coalition falling well short of a 
majority.

He remains on trial for corruption. His far-
right partners have threatened repeatedly to bolt 
his government.

Analysts tracking the race have noted that 
if Netanyahu loses, the outcome could carry 
personal legal consequences, not just a change of 
government.

Every additional month of war is a month he 
must justify to voters who are exhausted, not 
energised.

Trump’s exposure is different but no less real.
His own rhetoric captures the bind. He has 

swung between promising a decisive “beating” 
– telling Fox News in late July that Iran would be 
hit “20 to 1” – and floating a pause to let talks 
proceed, saying at one point he was “considering 
a massive attack” while simultaneously insisting 
Iran was “getting more serious” about a deal.

That oscillation is not strategic ambiguity.
It is the sound of a president trying to manage a 

war that has no clean exit before his own political 
clock, the midterms, starts to matter.

Iran’s leadership has neither pressure. It can 
hold the burning amber in its hand, absorb the 
pain of strikes, and calculate in years rather than 
news cycles.

The Wager Tehran Is Making
None of this means Iran is winning the war in 

any conventional sense.
Its air defences have been degraded. Its 

economy is strained. Its casualties are real.
This is opinion, not settled fact, but it is 

the wager Tehran appears to be making: that 
geography closes off the one outcome Washington 
actually wants – regime collapse through invasion 
– while time works against the two leaders most 
invested in forcing that outcome.

If that calculation holds, Iran does not need to 
defeat the United States militarily.

It needs only to survive long enough, and assert 
enough leverage over Hormuz, to emerge from 
this war as the power that could not be dislodged.

That would be a transformation in regional 
standing, not a battlefield victory.

It would also be the only victory Iran’s 
geography and its patience were ever built to 
deliver.

• The writer is a prominent news anchor, 
programme presenter and media instructor.

By Kristian Coates Ulrichsen

Recent attacks on 
shipping in the Red Sea 
and the Egyptian port 
of Damietta have raised 

the stakes in the overlapping 
series of conflicts that began 
with the US and Israeli attack on 
Iran on February 28.

During the first part of 
the Iran War, which may be 
said to have lasted until the 
memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) signed by US and Iranian 
officials on June 17, restrictions 
on shipping in the Strait of 
Hormuz were, to some extent, 
mitigated, at least for oil, by the 
existence of workarounds, such 
as pipelines.

The best known of these, 
the East-West Pipeline from 
Abqaiq in Saudi Arabia’s 
Eastern Province to Yanbu, 
on the kingdom’s western Red 
Sea coastline, was especially 
important in enabling oil exports 
to continue at roughly half the 
level of prewar Saudi figures and 
mitigating the impact of supply 
disruption.

Throughout the initial phase 
of the war, the Houthi front 
remained relatively quiet, and 
the attacks on shipping in the 
Bab al-Mandab and the Red Sea 
that characterised the period 
from October 2023 to September 
2025 did not recur.

While the Houthis had 
reached an Oman-mediated 
agreement with the US in May 
2025 to halt attacks on US ships, 
they had also been hit hard by 
Israeli strikes in August and 
October that eliminated senior 
Houthi leaders.

It appears likely that there 
was little appetite in Sana’a 
during the spring to return to 
conflict and that this interest 
in de-escalation, shared by 
Saudi Arabia, kept a lid on 
developments.

Houthi participation in 
the funeral proceedings for 
Iran’s former supreme leader, 
Ali Khamenei, in early July 
and their attempted return to 
Sana’a on a Mahan Air flight 
that was diverted to Hodeidah, 
upset the uneasy equilibrium 
and kickstarted a process of 
escalation.

These included the first 

coalition airstrikes against 
targets in Houthi-controlled 
Yemen since 2022 and a 
declaration by the Houthis on 
July 20 that they were imposing 
a maritime blockade on Saudi 
Arabia.

Within days, Saudi-owned 
or bound vessels in the Red Sea 
began to come under attack, 
as did Saudi oil facilities, in a 
manner reminiscent of previous 
acts of Houthi aggression 
against the kingdom in the late-
2010s and early-2020s.

As the 2022 truce has broken 
down, the Saudi response has, 
thus far, been measured and 
carefully calibrated, including 
the formation of a maritime 
coalition to secure navigation in 
the Bab al-Mandab.

Matters took a further 
destabilising turn on June 
29 when a drone struck 
a US-owned liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) storage 
facility at Damietta Port 
on Egypt’s Mediterranean 
coastline, causing a fire which 
subsequently spread to a Greek-
owned tanker nearby.

Damietta Port is one of 
Egypt’s key LNG terminals 
and plays a crucial role in the 
country’s gas sector, but the real 
significance of the drone strike 
likely lies in the signal it sent 
that Egypt is within range and is 
a target.

This is relevant to Saudi 
Arabia because one of the 
alternative options to bypassing 
the Bab al-Mandab is to divert 
oil tankers northward toward the 
Suez Canal rather than south.

However, as fully-laden Very 
Large Crude Carriers cannot 
transit the canal, they must 
unload a portion of their cargo at 
Ain Sokhna port on Egypt’s Red 
Sea coast and then collect the 
cargo after it runs through the 
SUMED pipeline to Sidi Kerir, 
on the Mediterranean, near 
Alexandria.

To be sure, one attack does 
not make a pattern, but the 
fact that port facilities on the 
Mediterranean coastline of 
Egypt can be targeted raises the 
prospect that, in a worst-case 
scenario, Iran and its regional 
proxies could seek to close the 
Red Sea at both ends.

Were that to happen, 
the “workaround to the 
workaround”, namely the use of 
Saudi Arabia’s cross-country 
pipeline and Red Sea ports, 
would face similar restrictions 
that have affected its ports and 
industrial facilities in the Gulf 
since March.

This would place the world 
economy under intense strain 
from a far greater energy shock 
at a time when inventory 
drawdowns during the spring 
have removed many of the 

buffers that contained the 
earlier disruption.

For this reason, officials and 
analysts alike will be paying 
particularly close attention to 
the situation in the Red Sea and 
the wider region to determine 
how it evolves in the coming 
days.

The broader picture is that 
the conflicts in the region 
show signs of spreading in 
unpredictable ways as the 
memorandum of understanding 
slips farther away.

Many of the 60-day 
timeframes in June will expire 
in the third week of August 
and they could give critics 
of the agreement even more 
ammunition to pick apart the 
entire process.

One of the concerns raised by 
observers of the MoU back in 
June was that the lack of specific 
detail about sequencing and 
implementable mechanisms 
could undo the agreement, 
and Iranian and American 
officials quickly interpreted the 
commitments in quite different 
ways.

The resumption of Iranian 
attacks and US strikes has added 
further layers of mistrust to 
an already deeply combustible 
situation and will have provided 
succour to hawks and hardliners 
on each side and make the search 
for a common middle ground 
that much harder.

Given the seeming inability of 
the key protagonists in the post-
February 28 conflict to come 
to terms with each other, it is 
incumbent upon the Gulf states 
and regional partners, such as 
Pakistan, Turkiye, and Egypt, to 
redouble efforts to find a durable 
diplomatic resolution.

This is a test of the ability of 
regional and middle powers to 
make a lasting difference and 
prove their versatility in the 
absence of strong pressure from 
major international powers.

The fact that the Saudi 
response to the new threat to 
maritime security in the Red 
Sea was a multilateral one is 
emblematic of the co-operative 
approach that can address 
challenges.

For years, the Gulf states 
have developed more assertive 
capabilities in the diplomatic 
arena, and this is the moment to 
deploy the reserves of soft and 
hard power that have built up.

It is in all our interests around 
the world that they can prove 
successful.

• The writer is a leading 
scholar specialising in Gulf 
politics and international 
political economy, and a fellow 
at the Baker Institute and 
co-director of the Middle East 
Energy Roundtable.

The amber in Tehran’s 
hand: Why Iran can 
aff ord to be patient
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Who is legally responsible when a 
rogue AI launches a cyberattack?

Recent cyberattacks carried out 
autonomously by two rogue OpenAI 
artifi cial intelligence (AI) models raises an 
untested legal question: who is responsible 

when AI acts on its own?
On Friday, Clement Delangue, head of the 

Hugging Face platform targeted by the intrusions, 
said that there should be a way to “keep the 
companies that are doing some mistakes leading 
to (cyberattacks) accountable”, while saying his 
company would not be pursuing legal action at this 
time.

In mid-July, two OpenAI models undergoing 
testing left their confi ned environment – a scenario 
the developers had not anticipated – and ventured 
onto the Internet, where they attacked Hugging 
Face, an AI model-hosting platform.

Under US civil and criminal law, unauthorised 
access to a computer system is an off ence.

“If a human OpenAI employee had broken into 
Hugging Face’s systems... OpenAI would be liable 
for the employee’s wrongful conduct,” University 
of Houston law professor Gabriel Weil wrote in 
an opinion piece for the Transformer newsletter. 

“When an AI agent does it, the law treats it very 
diff erently, at least for now.”

The question remains open, however, when it 
comes to the company that created the model.

“Does ‘we didn’t tell the AI to do that’ end 
the liability question?” asked Rob T Lee, head 
of research at the SANS cybersecurity training 
institute, in a post on X.

University of Washington law professor Ryan 
Calo does not believe a criminal case would be likely 
to succeed.

“The company or individual would have to be at 
least reckless,” he said, explaining that they would 
“be substantially certain the crime would occur and 
build or prompt the system anyway”.

Experts see greater potential for a civil – rather 
than criminal – case, where the burden of proof is 
lower.

OpenAI could rely on the lack of legal precedent 
if it faced a lawsuit, but those that follow will no 
longer be able to do so, Calo warned.

Proving that a similar incident could have been 
anticipated “shouldn’t be so hard now that it’s 
begun to happen.” – AFP

Time for the Gulf 
states to tap reserves 
of soft and hard power
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From Page 1

The museum’s look at natural history 
continues in Qatar’s Natural Environ-
ments gallery, which presents the plants 
and animals that have adapted to the 
country’s diverse landscapes and waters. 
The gallery also considers the relationship 
between people and the natural environ-
ment, including the responsibility to pro-
tect the land and sea.”

Dr al-Jaber stressed that the museum’s 
work also carries a responsibility that ex-
tends beyond preserving the past. “Art and 
culture are a strategic pillar of Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030, they promote the ex-
change of ideas, arts, and creativity among 
diff erent cultures.

“My advice is to preserve natural re-
sources and protect the natural environ-
ment with all the living creatures because 
it’s the life we leave for future generations.”

The progression from the dinosaur exhi-
bition of two decades ago to NMoQ today 
speaks to the wider development of how 
Qatar’s heritage is collected, preserved and 

shared with audiences. The natural his-
tory that Dr al-Jaber remembers from the 
former museum remains an important ele-
ment of the national story, now presented 
within a broader narrative connecting ge-
ology, wildlife, archaeology, culture and 
society.

His words off er a link between the mu-
seum’s past and present: the story of Qa-
tar’s evolution is not only about where the 

country has come from, but also about 
what it chooses to preserve for those who 
come next.

Dr al-Jaber was featured in the recently 
released Evolution Nation video series, 
which forms part of the wider Qatar Cre-
ates cultural movement by Qatar Muse-
ums. The campaign was launched to mark 
50 years since the establishment of the 
original NMoQ in 1975, celebrating the 

people, institutions and ideas that have 
shaped Qatar’s cultural development.

Through its stories, Evolution Nation 
highlights individuals who have contrib-
uted to Qatar’s artistic and historic land-
scape over the past fi ve decades. The series 

is available on the Qatar Creates YouTube 
channel and across Qatar Museums’ so-
cial media platforms, off ering audiences 
a closer look at the people behind the 
country’s continuing cultural, creative and 
sporting evolution.
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Art Mill Museum sets out new 
model for future generations
By Joey Aguilar
Doha

Qatar’s forthcoming Art 
Mill Museum is being de-
veloped as a museum for 

a new generation, introducing a 
fresh approach to the collection, 
presentation, and understanding 
of modern and contemporary art 
and cultures.

Due to open in Doha in 2030, 
the museum is being developed 
by Qatar Museums (QM) on the 
site of a former industrial fl our 
mill along the Corniche. Its loca-
tion will place it within a cultural 
triangle alongside the Museum of 
Islamic Art and the National Mu-
seum of Qatar, adding a new insti-
tution dedicated to international 
modern and contemporary art.

Catherine Grenier, Art Mill Mu-
seum Director of Concept, said the 
institution is being shaped around 
the need for a diff erent museum 
model, one that responds to Qa-
tar’s identity while engaging with 
audiences and artistic practices 
from across the world.

“The Art Mill Museum is a 
museum of modern and contem-
porary art and cultures based on 
a brand-new concept,” Grenier 
said in a reel posted on the mu-
seum’s offi  cial social media pages 
recently.

“This museum is very special 
because it will be in a non-West-

ern part of the world and also [the] 
project is based on the fact that we 
need a new model.”

At the heart of the project is the 
ambition to create a museum that 
is rooted in its local context while 
looking fi rmly towards the future. 
Instead of following established 
Western museum frameworks, the 
Art Mill Museum aims to present 
modern and contemporary art 
from all regions of the world on 
equal footing through multiple 
narratives of art history.

Grenier said that “the defi ni-
tion of the museum is linked with 
the identity of Qatar, rooted in 
tradition but very innovative and 
linked with the vanguard of the 
21st century.”

She noted that the concept 
has been developed through col-
laboration with people in Qatar 
and museum professionals from 
around the world, ensuring the in-

stitution responds to the changing 
expectations of future audiences.

“We are to invent model and 
this is something that we did with 
the people in Qatar and also with 
a lot of colleagues from diff erent 
parts of the world to understand 
what would be a museum for the 
new generation, a museum for to-
morrow.”

The Art Mill Museum will house 
exceptional collections built over 
the past 40 years, featuring multi-
disciplinary works dating from 
1850 to the present. Alongside 
painting, sculpture and photog-
raphy, the museum will present 
architecture and design, fi lms 
and fi lm props, fashion, crafts and 
other creative disciplines.

This multidisciplinary approach 
is intended to encourage new ways 
of engaging with art and culture 
while creating connections among 
diff erent artistic practices, histo-

ries, and communities. 
As a pioneering institution in 

the non-Western world, the mu-
seum will engage local and inter-
national audiences alike, broad-
ening perspectives on modern 
and contemporary art through 
inclusive and globally representa-
tive narratives, according to Qatar 
Museums.

The museum’s architecture will 
also refl ect its forward-looking 
vision. In 2016, an international 
architecture competition awarded 
the project to the Chilean studio 
Elemental, led by Pritzker Prize-
winning architect Alejandro Ar-
avena. The redevelopment will 
repurpose the historic industrial 
fl our mill into a cultural destina-
tion while preserving the site’s 
distinctive character.

The wider campus will include 
a public garden designed by VOGT 
Landscape Architects, led by 

Gunther Vogt, creating new green 
spaces along Doha’s waterfront. 
A creative village will also form 
part of the development, provid-

ing opportunities for artistic pro-
duction, collaboration and public 
engagement beyond the museum 
galleries.

Catherine Grenier

The Art Mill Museum is being developed by Qatar Museums on the site 
of a former industrial flour mill along the Corniche.

Summer retreat rentals see record demand 
as families opt for domestic getaways

By Ayman Adly 
Staff  Reporter

Summer retreat rentals across 
the country are experiencing 
exceptionally strong demand 

this season, with booking rates 
reaching record levels as more citi-
zens and residents choose to spend 
their holidays within the country.

Most reservations began in May 
and remain high through August, 
refl ecting the growing popularity 
of private recreational retreats as 
an alternative to hotels and resorts. 

Some owners and booking 
managers of several retreat facili-
ties noted that many properties 
have been fully booked through-
out the summer season. At the 
same time, only a limited number 
of vacancies remain available 
through social media platforms 
and online booking websites. 

They noted that demand this 
year has exceeded the levels re-
corded in previous years.

Retreats located on the out-
skirts of Doha, including Al Ka-
raana, Umm Salal, Al Thakhira, 
Al Khor, and Simaisma, have at-
tracted the highest number of 
bookings due to their accessibil-
ity, spacious surroundings, and 
open natural settings. 

Northern coastal areas, par-
ticularly Al Ruwais, have also 
become increasingly popular 
among families seeking a quieter 
atmosphere and scenic water-
front views.

Rental rates vary depending on 
location, size and available facili-
ties. Smaller retreats are typically 
priced between QR1,500 and 
QR2,500 per day, while medium-
sized properties with swimming 
pools and landscaped gardens 
range from QR3,000 to QR5,000 
per day. 

Luxury retreats can exceed 
QR7,000 per day during week-
ends. Capacity ranges from ap-
proximately 10 guests in smaller 

properties to more than 20 in 
larger facilities.

Farid Mohamed, a booking 
manager at one of the retreats, 
said these venues have evolved 
beyond simple leisure spaces into 
fully integrated family entertain-
ment destinations. 

Many now feature separate 
swimming pools for adults and 
children, men’s majlis, dedicated 
women’s lounges, barbecue ar-
eas, sports facilities and rooms 
equipped with modern electronic 
gaming systems.

He added that retreats remain a 
more aff ordable option than hotels 
and resorts, making them attrac-
tive to a broad segment of families. 
Continuous investment in rec-
reational facilities, including wa-
ter games and venues suitable for 
graduation celebrations, birthday 
parties and family gatherings, has 
further strengthened their appeal.

Ali Abdulhamid, another book-
ing manager, said privacy and 
comfort remain the top priorities 
for guests. Operators have there-
fore focused on providing expan-
sive gardens, spacious seating 
areas, regular maintenance and 
cleaning services, and strict com-
pliance with safety standards by 
installing early-warning systems 
and strategically placing fi re ex-
tinguishers. He explained that 
bookings are typically confi rmed 
with an advance deposit ranging 
from QR500 to QR1,000. 

Many modern retreats also in-
clude additional attractions such 
as swimming pools, mini foot-
ball and volleyball courts, fully 
equipped kitchens, and outdoor 
areas spanning 500 to 2,000sq m, 
allowing visitors to enjoy a wide 
range of recreational activities 
throughout their stay.

Operators further warned 
against the growing number of 
misleading advertisements circu-
lating on social media, in which 
images and pricing often do not 
accurately refl ect the properties. 

They urged prospective rent-
ers to request recent photographs 
or live video tours, inspect the 
property before making any pay-
ments, deal only with trusted 
booking platforms or reputable 
intermediaries, review customer 
feedback and ensure that a writ-
ten rental agreement clearly out-
lines the rights and responsibili-
ties of both parties.

Despite the sector’s strong 
performance, retreat owners ac-
knowledged several ongoing chal-
lenges, including the rising main-
tenance costs, particularly for 
swimming pools and landscaped 
gardens, increasing competition 
among operators, the negative im-
pact of misleading advertisements 
on consumer confi dence and the 
seasonal concentration of demand 
during the summer months, which 
places considerable operational 
pressure on facility owners.

From baby dreams to big laughs: From baby dreams to big laughs: The Engineer The Engineer 
of Public Tasteof Public Taste brings Gulf comedy to Katara brings Gulf comedy to Katara
By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

Katara Cultural Village is 
set to welcome one of the 
Gulf’s anticipated theat-

rical productions this season as 
Thikra Artistic Production Com-
pany prepares to present the Ku-
waiti comedy The Engineer of Pub-
lic Taste from September 14 at the 
Drama Theatre.

Produced and sponsored by 
Thikra, the play blends social 
comedy with heartfelt storytell-
ing, delivering a family-friendly 
production that explores everyday 
life through humour, warmth, and 
relatable human experiences.

Headlining the production 
is acclaimed Gulf actor Khaled 
al-Mudhaff ar, joined by an en-
semble cast that includes Iman 
Faisal, Khaled al-Ajirab, Abdullah 
al-Hammadi, Salman Kayed, and 
several other prominent theatre 
performers. The play is both writ-
ten and directed by Abdulaziz Sa-
far.

Safar said the story centres on 
a young couple navigating one of 
life’s most emotional milestones 
as they eagerly await the birth of 
their fi rst child. As excitement 
mingles with uncertainty, the 
couple encounters a series of hu-
morous misunderstandings and 
unexpected situations as they pre-
pare for the arrival of their baby. 

Amid moments of anxiety, an-
ticipation, and joy, they dream 
about their child’s future, imagin-
ing that one day the youngster will 
grow up to become a “public taste 
engineer.”

Built around a brisk narrative 
pace and sophisticated comedy, 
the production draws its humour 
from the familiar rhythms of fam-
ily life, transforming ordinary mo-
ments into entertaining theatrical 
scenes. 

According to Safar, the play 
refl ects Thikra’s commitment to 
bringing high-quality Gulf pro-
ductions to Qatar, enriching the 
local entertainment landscape 

with performances that appeal to 
audiences of all ages.

Beyond its comic moments, The 
Engineer of Public Taste carries 
a distinctly human dimension. 
Its themes of parenthood, hope, 
and family resonate across gen-
erations, portraying an experience 
that many have lived through — or 
are preparing to embrace. 

This emotional authenticity 
gives the production a universal 
appeal, allowing it to connect 
with audiences on a personal level 
while maintaining its light-heart-
ed spirit.

The production is expected to at-
tract strong attendance from thea-

tre enthusiasts across Qatar, buoyed 
by the popularity of its cast and the 
enduring success of Gulf theatrical 
and television productions. 

It also refl ects the growing ap-
petite for live performances in 
Doha, where audiences continue 
to embrace high-quality regional 
productions.

With its blend of engaging sto-
rytelling, polished performances, 
and family-oriented entertain-
ment, The Engineer of Public Taste 
promises to be a welcome addition 
to Qatar’s vibrant cultural calen-
dar, further reinforcing Doha’s 
position as a leading destination 
for Gulf and Arab theatre.

The cast of The Engineers of Public Taste.

From dinosaurs to desert life, preserving the treasured

File photo of the Lost World Returns exhibition. Photo Courtesy: Paradigm and Partners
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