9,
%,

%,
AP

O 3%,
OQ@Q}O

FRIDAY vol. XXXXVI No. 13804 4

July 17, 2026
Safar 3, 1448 AH

www.gulf-times.com 2 Riyals

| VExeptional Washability
" Superior Stain Resistant

T Tl
NATMONAL PAINTS FACTORIES OO, Dok - Qutar Sy S A Bt

Tel: 4450160213

“vInterior Paint with Low VOC

“ Obtained Qatar Quality Mark
v Obtained International Green

DELIVERY IN

90

MINUTES

Qatar rejects
false Israeli
reports onlran

GT Report
Doha

Qatar has categorically rejected
reports published by Israeli media
outlets alleging that it had agreed
to take part in military action
against Iran, describing them as
false and aimed at dragging the
country into the conflict.

In a statement, the International
Media Office said the allegations
had been circulated by
individuals seeking to draw Qatar
into the conflict, to undermine its
pivotal role in mediation, and to
push the region towards further
escalation and chaos.

The office noted that Qatari
officials have repeatedly affirmed,
since the outset of the conflict,
that Qatar has not participated
and will not participate in any
military action against any of its
neighbouring states.

It stressed that Qatar will not
allow such misleading allegations
to undermine its active diplomatic
efforts to bring the conflict to an
end. The office added that Qatar
will continue its good offices in
co-ordination with its regional and
international partners to reach a
comprehensive and sustainable
agreement that addresses the
concerns of all parties.

Vance on Israel’s
villainous role

US Vice-
President JD
Vance said
some members
of the Israeli -
government ,
had tried to R
influence US ‘
public opinion

to oppose a deal -

by the US to end the war with

Iran, in a podcast episode with
host Joe Rogan posted yesterday.
The comments echoed earlier
criticism of Israeli government
policy by Vance, whom many view
as a potential future presidential
candidate, in a widening public

rift between the two countries.
Vance defended a deal reached
last month to end the war with
Iran while constraining Israel in its
war with Hezbollah in Lebanon. “I
know beyond a shadow of a doubt
that there have been people
within the Israeli government who
are trying to, like, actually shift us
away from that policy because
they want to continue the military
campaign,” Vance said. To Page 2

Amir receives more
condolence calls
from world leaders

isHighness the Amir Sheikh Tamim
Hbin Hamad al-Thani received a se-

ries of phone calls yesterday from
foreign heads of state and government,
who conveyed their condolences on the
passing of HH the Father Amir Sheikh Ha-
mad bin Khalifa al-Thani.

President Prabowo Subianto of Indone-
sia conveyed his condolences, praying to
Almighty Allah to grant HH the late Father
Amir His boundless mercy and admit him
into His vast Paradise, and to grant His High-
ness the Amir and the ruling family patience
and solace. His Highness the Amir thanked
the Indonesian president for his sentiments,
wishing him continued health and happi-
ness, and relations between the two coun-
tries further co-operation and prosperity.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi conveyed
his condolences on HH the Father Amir’s
passing. His Highness the Amir thanked
the Indian prime minister, wishing him
continued good health and Qatar-India re-

lations further progress and development.

King Mohammed VI of Morocco expressed
his deepest condolences, praying to Almighty
Allah to grant HH the late Father Amir His
boundless mercy and admit him into His vast
Paradise. His Highness the Amir expressed
his profound gratitude to the Moroccan king
for his fraternal sentiments, praying for his
enduring health and for Morocco and its peo-
ple continued progress and prosperity.

Prince Khalid bin Salman al-Saud, Saudi
Arabia’s Minister of Defence, expressed his
deepest condolences, praying to Almighty
Allah to grant HH the late Father Amir
His boundless mercy and admit him into
His vast Paradise. His Highness the Amir
thanked the Saudi defence minister for his
heartfelt condolences and sympathy.

King Philippe of Belgium expressed his
sincere condolences on HH the Father
Amir’s passing. His Highness the Amir
thanked the Belgian king for his kind senti-
ments and heartfelt condolences. To Page 2
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Messi not done

yet after inspiring

Argentinato
World Cup final

- -

Saddam Haftar condoles with Amir

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani met in his office at Lusail Palace

with Libya’s Lt General Saddam Khalifa Haftar, who offered condolences on the passing of
HH the Father Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani. HE the Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani attended the

meeting. (QNA)

PM meets South Sudan President’s NSA

Qatar slams Iran’s repeated
attacks on GCC countries

| NS

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim
al-Thani met yesterday with Presidential Adviser on Security Affairs of the Republic of South Sudan Tut
Gatluak, who is visiting Qatar with an accompanying delegation. The prime minister received a message
of condolence from President of the Republic of South Sudan Salva Kiir Mayardit, on the passing of HH
the Father Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani. The two sides also discussed bilateral relations and
ways to expand co-operation as well as several issues of mutual interest. (QNA)

Qatar has strongly condemned the

repeated Iranian attacks on Jordan,

Bahrain and Kuwait, considering
them a blatant violation of the
sovereignty of these countries and
a flagrant breach of international
law.

In a statement yesterday, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs stressed
the need to spare the region the
repercussions of these unjustified
attacks and to maintain the course
of dialogue, diplomacy, and de-
escalation, thereby contributing to
the consolidation of security and
stability at both the regional and
international levels.

The ministry reiterated Qatar’s

full solidarity with Jordan, Bahrain
and Kuwait and its support for all
measures they take to uphold their
sovereignty and security.

Kuwait also slammed the
continued Iranian attacks

against its territory, describing
them as a flagrant violation of

its sovereignty, security and
territorial integrity, as well as a

serious breach of international law,

the UN Charter and UN Security

Council Resolution 2817 of 2026.
Kuwait’s Ministry of Defence
announced that the country’s
armed forces detected 32 hostile
drones inside Kuwaiti airspace
since dawn yesterday and
successfully intercepted and
engaged them.

In a press statement, Spokesman
for the Kuwaiti Ministry of Defence
Col Saud al-Atwan said the Iranian
attacks had targeted vital facilities
in the country. He added that the
interception of the hostile targets
resulted in debris falling in several
residential areas, causing material
damage but no casualties.
Al-Atwan said the armed forces
would continue carrying out

their duties with efficiency and
professionalism while maintaining
a constant state of readiness, in
order to strengthen the country’s
security and ensure the safety of
both citizens and residents.

In a statement, the Foreign
Ministry said Kuwait holds

Iran fully responsible for the
continued attacks and their
consequences. (QNA)

US, Iran trade blows again
as Hormuz truce unravels

intensifying fire across the Gulf yes-

terday, with Washington mounting a
sixth consecutive night of air strikes and Te-
hran retaliating against US bases in neigh-
bouring states, as last month’s truce all but
collapsed and shipping through the Strait of
Hormuz ground to a halt once again.

At least 30 people have been killed in
Iran since renewed US attacks began last
week, government spokesperson Fatemeh
Mohajerani said.

US Central Command said its forces
launched a new wave of strikes at 9.30pm
Tehran time “to further degrade Iranian
military capabilities” Iranian news agen-
cies reported projectiles striking Qeshm
Island and Bandar Abbas — home to Iran’s
largest port and key navy and Revolution-
ary Guards facilities — both on the strait.
Mehr reported several locations in Bandar
Abbas hit at 9.35pm, attributing the at-
tack to the “American enemy” IRNA said
a projectile struck parts of Semnan airport
in the north without causing injuries, while
air defences were triggered over parts of
Tehran.

The United States and Iran exchanged

Wednesday marked the first time since
the memorandum of understanding paused
fighting last month that the US launched
two large waves of strikes in a single day,
mostly near Iran’s southern coast.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said they
fired two waves of ballistic missiles at a US
airbase in Jordan — a facility Washington
has upgraded into a regional headquarters
— in response to a strike near a children’s
cancer hospital in Ahvaz. Iranian state
media said the Shahid Baghaei hospital
was evacuated after a missile landed 200
metres from the main building. “Some
patients had to return this morning be-
cause we can’t interrupt their treatment,”
said Amin Goodarzi of Ahvaz Jundishapur
University of Medical Sciences. “The ma-
jority have yet to return” Foreign minis-
try spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei called the
strikes “barbaric”.

Kuwait said it intercepted Iranian drones
and Bahrain sounded air raid sirens. In Iraq,
Kurdish forces said the US-led coalition
downed eight explosive-laden drones over
Erbil, where explosions were heard near the
US consulate. To Page 2

‘Father Amir’s legacy will endure

as long as Qatar endures’

Pakistan’s ambassador
pays rich tributes to
transformative leader

By Tawfik Lamari
Staff Reporter

The legacy of HH the late Father Amir
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani

will outlast generations, Pakistan’s
ambassador to Qatar Muhammad Aamer
said yesterday, describing the late leader
as the architect of modern Qatar whose
vision reshaped the nation and its standing
in the world.

Speaking exclusively to Gulf Times

on the sidelines of a condolence and
tribute gathering held by the Pakistani
community in Doha, the ambassador
said: “The passing of HH the Father Amir
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani is a
profound loss for Qatar and for all those
who witnessed his remarkable leadership
and vision. His Highness was the architect
of modern Qatar, whose wisdom, courage
and foresight transformed the nation and

Pakistan’s ambassador to Qatar
Muhammad Aamer addressing the
gathering yesterday.

PICTURE: Shaji Kayamkulam

laid the foundations for its prosperity,
global standing and enduring progress.”
That legacy, he added, lives on in the
institutions the Father Amir built, the
generations he empowered and the
respect Qatar commands across the world
today. To Page 2




2 ‘ Gulf Times
Friday, July 17,2026

A

QATAR

Passing of Father Amir a loss
for international community

UNESCO Executive Board Chairperson:

Passing of HH the Father Amir a Loss to
International Community, to Advancing
Development and Education Worldwide

3\

HE Dr. Nasser bin Hamad Al Hinzab

Chairperson of the Executive Board of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and
Permanent Representative of the State of

Qatar to UNESCO
e

HH the Father Amir believed that
education is the cornerstone of human
dignity, sustainable development, and
lasting peace

His Highness, made education, science,
culture, and international cooperation
key tools for empowering individuals,
expanding opportunities, and building
more inclusive societies capable of facing
EIELLES

His Highness' support for initiatives aimed
at expanding access to quality education,
promoting scientific progress, and
investing in human capital contributed to
establishing a global legacy

The legacy of HH the Father Amir aligns
closely with the organization’s mission
of building peace in the minds of people
through education, science, culture, and
international cooperation

he chairperson of the Ex-
Tecutive Board of the United

Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organisation
(Unesco) and Permanent Repre-
sentative of Qatar to Unesco, Dr
Nasser bin Hamad al-Hinzab, has
said that the passing of His High-
ness the Father Amir Sheikh Ha-
mad bin Khalifa al-Thani repre-
sents a loss for the international
community, given his enduring
contributions to advancing devel-
opment and expanding education-
al opportunities worldwide.

This came at the beginning of his
address during the opening of the
high-level ministerial dialogue on
“The global compact for sciences
- sustainable development: Com-
mitments for 2030 and beyond’
held at Unesco in Paris, in the pres-
ence of Unesco Director-General
Dr Khaled El-Enany, and a number
of ministers and senior officials.

Dr al-Hinzab called upon the
participants to observe a minute of
silence in mourning for HH the late
Father Amir in recognition of his
humanitarian legacy and contribu-
tions to the fields of education and
development.

He said that HH Sheikh Hamad
believed that education is the cor-
nerstone of human dignity, sus-
tainable development, and lasting
peace.

HH the late Father Amir, Dr al-
Hinzab noted, made education,
science, culture, and international
co-operation key tools for em-
powering individuals, expanding
opportunities, and building more
inclusive societies capable of fac-
ing challenges.

Dr al-Hinzab added that HH
Sheikh Hamad’s support for ini-
tiatives aimed at expanding access
to quality education, promoting
scientific progress, and investing

in human capital contributed to
establishing a global legacy that
continues to inspire the interna-
tional community and strengthens
efforts to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals.

He also praised the visionary
leadership of HH the late Father
Anmir, his unwavering belief in the
values of intellectual pluralism,
and the pivotal role of independent
media, stemming from his convic-
tion that open dialogue and the free
exchange of ideas are fundamental
to progress and the consolidation
of peace.

Dr al-Hinzab affirmed that the
legacy of HH the late Father Amir
aligns closely with the UN organi-
sation’s mission of building peace
in the minds of people through
education, science, culture, and
international co-operation.

The Unesco Executive Board
chairman also noted that HH
Sheikh Hamad’s contributions will
remain etched in the memory of

Amir receives condolence calls from world leaders

From Page1

Grand Duke Guillaume of Luxembourg
offered his condolences on HH the Father
Amir’s passing.

HH the Amir thanked the Luxembourg
grand duke for his condolences and kind
sentiments.

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al-

Maktoum, UAE Vice-President and Prime
Minister and Ruler of Dubai, offered his
condolences, praying to Almighty Allah
to grant HH the Father Amir His bound-
less mercy and admit him into His vast
Paradise.

HH the Amir thanked the UAE vice-
president for his heartfelt fraternal senti-
ments.

al-Thani.
offered his condolences at Qatar’s embassy.

his message of condolence.

on behalf of Singapore’s foreign minister.

sion to the United Nations. - QNA

Qatar’s embassies receive
more condolence messages

atar’s embassies abroad continued to receive an out-
pouring of condolences yesterday from mourners who
extended their deepest sympathies following the pass-
ing oI"fTis Highness the Father Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa

In Georgetown, Guyana’s President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali
In Lisbon, Portugal’s Foreign Minister Paulo Rangel offered

In Singapore, Minister for Digital Development and Infor-
mation Josephine Teo offered condolences at Qatar’s embassy

In New York, the president of the 80th session of the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly, Annalena Baerbock, offered her
condolences at the headquarters of Qatar’s Permanent Mis-

From Page1

Gulf Times.

Arab League
slams attacks
on Oman, UAE
and Kuwait

he Arab League has reaffirmed
Tthat the Iranian attacks on

Oman, two UAE oil tankers, and
Kuwait are totally unacceptable.

This came in telephone conversa-
tions that Secretary-General Nabil
Fahmy held with the foreign ministers
of the three countries.

In phone discussions with Badr Al-
busaidi, Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed
al-Nahyan, and Sheikh Jarrah Jaber al-
Ahmad al-Sabah, Fahmy slammed the
assaults as criminal, saying they vio-
late international law and UN Security
Council Resolution 2817.

He stressed that the security and
safety of maritime traffic, as well as
respect for the international rules-
based order, constitute fundamental
pillars of social security and global
economic stability.

Fahmy called on the international
community to assume its responsi-
bilities in keeping further escalation
at bay.

In addition, he reiterated that the
bloc fully stands with the three coun-
tries in confronting these attacks, of-
fering the League’s full support for in
all measures they take to safeguard
their security and territorial integrity.

He reaffirmed that the League re-
jects any actions that would endanger
the security and stability of Arab na-
tions. - QNA

The ambassador reserved his most striking
words for the durability of HH the late Father
Amir’s achievements.

“The Father Amir was a visionary leader and his
legacy is not going to stay for years or decades but
for the time Qatar is there, Insha’ Allah,” he told

“He had conviction in what he was dreaming,
and he had the power to convert his dream into re-
ality in his short span of being Amir of Qatar,” the
envoy continued.

“Allah made sure that he sees his nation prosper

King Felipe VI of Spain conveyed his
condolences on HH Sheikh Hamad’s
passing.

HH the Amir thanked the Spanish king
for his condolences, wishing him contin-
ued health and wellness, and bilateral rela-
tions between the two countries continued
progress and growth.

The Netherlands’s King Willem-Alexan-

der also conveyed his condolences on the
passing of HH Sheikh Hamad in a call with
HH the Amir.

HH the Amir expressed his thanks and
appreciation to the king for his condolenc-
es, wishing him good health and wellness,
and for bilateral relations between the two
countries further progress and growth. -
QNA

Father Amir’s legacy will endure as
long as Qatar endures, says envoy

and become one of the most important countries
in the world.”

On behalf of the people of Pakistan, the ambas-
sador extended heartfelt condolences to HH the
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, the rul-
ing family and the people of Qatar, praying that
Allah Almighty grants HH the late Father Amir the
highest place in Jannah.

Presiding over the gathering at TNG Al Wakra

Campus, held in co-ordination with the embas-
sy of Pakistan, Aamer reaffirmed the enduring
strength of Pakistan-Qatar relations and the mu-
tual respect shared by the two brotherly nations.
See also Page 12

Turkmenistan
embassy hosts
farewell dinner
for Kazakh and
Turkish envoys

urkmenistan’s ambassador to
I Qatar Myratgeldi Seyitmamme-
dov hosted a farewell dinner at
the embassy in honour of the outgoing
ambassadors of Kazakhstan, Arman Is-
sagaliyev, and Turkiye, Mustafa Goksu,
upon the completion of their diplomatic
missions in Qatar.
The dinner was held in a cordial at-
mosphere and provided an opportunity to
express appreciation for the two ambas-

sadors’ contributions to strengthening
bilateral relations and enhancing co-op-
eration among the countries represented.

In his remarks, the Turkmenistan am-
bassador thanked the envoys of Kaza-
khstan and Turkiye for their dedicated
service during their tenure in Qatar and
wished them continued success in their
future endeavours.

The guests attending the event also

conveyed their best wishes and apprecia-
tion to the departing envoys for their valu-
able contributions to diplomatic relations
and friendly co-operation.

They also wished the departing am-
bassadors good luck in their future as-
signments.

The evening concluded with the ex-
change of goodwill messages, gifts and a
commemorative group photograph.

Vice-president Vance speaks on Israel’s villainous role

From Page1

The vice-president said that, while he
has “good relationships” with some mem-
bers of the Israeli government, “there are
some people within their system that we
know beyond a shadow of a doubt that are
manipulating and trying to change Ameri-
can public opinion to keep the war going on
indefinitely”.

Vance said that many countries, allies
and adversaries try to influence American
policy and that “it doesn’t bother me that
Israel tries to do this, it frankly doesn’t even

bother me that Russia or some of these oth-
er countries do it”.

He said it was “just the nature of being a
political leader in 2026

“What does bother me is when those op-
erations, those influence campaigns, actu-
ally affect American political judgement,”
said the vice-president.

Vance lashed out at Israeli critics of the
Iran deal in June, saying that President
Donald Trump is Israel’s only ally, in a sharp
rebuke that referenced the billions in US
defence aid the country receives.

The Israeli Prime Minister’s Office did

not immediately respond to a request for
comment.

Vance also expressed frustration at
Americans and others “who say you cannot
negotiate with the Iranians”

Asked about the apparently contradicto-
ry comments later yesterday, White House
spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said the re-
marks were made at different points in the
war and did not conflict.

“The president and vice-president are
on the exact same page about where we are
right now in this conflict,” Leavitt said at a
briefing.

the international community.

The conference, which brought
together a large number of minis-
ters from around the world, aimed
to assess progress in implementing
the goals of the International Dec-
ade for Sustainable Development,
review innovative scientific solu-
tions that contribute to addressing
global challenges, and strengthen
the international partnerships
necessary to expand the role of sci-
ence in achieving sustainable de-
velopment.

Held under the theme Science in
action: Charting a sustainable and
equitable future for all, the confer-
ence highlighted the importance
of interdisciplinary research, the
principles of open science, and
promoting the integration of sci-
ence, policymaking, and society to
contribute to building a more in-
clusive and equitable future, and to
support efforts to shape the post-
2030 global development agenda.
- QNA

US and Iran
tradeblows
again as
Hormuz truce
unravels

The re-escalation has again
largely closed Hormuz, the world’s
most important route for oil and
gas, pushing global energy prices
higher.

Iran triggered the renewed
fighting last week by striking ships
in the strait, causing a dangerous
fire aboard a Qatari liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG) tanker.

After Tehran resumed its block-
ade, Washington reimposed its
blockade of Iranian ports from
Wednesday and fired Hellfire mis-
siles at a tanker near Kharg Island,
hitting its smokestack.

Tehran wants all shipping to
use a channel close to its shores
and has made no secret of its in-
tention to charge passage fees at
the end of a 60-day negotiation
period set in last month’s memo-
randum.

Iranian military spokesper-
son Brigadier-General Moham-
mad Akraminia said US strikes on
coastal targets would never break
Iran’s grip, as it can strike the
strait from anywhere on its terri-
tory.

A senior military spokesman
said: “We will never back down
over the Strait of Hormuz.”

Iran has signalled it could prod
its Houthi allies to close the Bab
al-Mandeb, and sources told Reu-
ters that Tehran had already in-
structed them to do so if Washing-
ton attacks Iranian infrastructure.

Iran’s military headquarters
warned that “all infrastructure in
the region” would be “crushed” if
President Donald Trump follows
through on threats to hit Iranian
power plants and bridges.

“Next week it gets really bad for
them,” Trump told Fox News.

White House press secretary
Karoline Leavitt said that Trump
would not allow Iran to fire on
ships “without paying a conse-
quence’, but added he was “always
open to diplomacy at the very
same time”

Trump on Wednesday wel-
comed the release of a US citizen,
identified by her lawyer as Dena
Karari, as a “gesture of goodwill”

Iran’s judiciary disputed the
account yesterday, saying that no
American prisoner had been re-
leased.

Pakistan’s foreign office
spokesman Tahir Andrabi said
that Islamabad would “continue
to encourage all sides to end vio-
lence and resume technical-level
talks” under the memorandum it
helped mediate. - Reuters/AFP
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The Amir of great benevolence: Remembering HH Sheikh Hamad

By Dr Nedzad Grabus
Mufti of Sarajevo, Bosnia
and Herzegovina

he passing of HH the Fa-
Tther Amir Sheikh Ha-

mad bin Khalifa al-Thani
has left a profound sense of loss
among countless people around
the world. Visionary leaders are
remembered not only for the years
they spend in office, but for the
institutions they build, the lives
they transform and the endur-
ing legacy they leave behind. HH
Sheikh Hamad was one of those
exceptional leaders.

As crown prince in 1989 and
later as Amir of the State of Qatar
from 1995-2013, he led one of the
most remarkable national trans-
formations of the modern era. Un-
der his leadership, Qatar emerged
as a global centre for diplomacy,
education, culture, humanitarian
work and sustainable economic
development. His decision in
2013 to transfer power peacefully
to His Highness Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad al-Thani reflected his
confidence in a new generation of
leadership and set a rare example
of political foresight.

Among the many memories
I cherish of HH Sheikh Hamad,
one encounter remains especially
close to my heart.

“I would like to build that
mosque”

For more than four decades, the
Islamic community in Slovenia
had dreamed of building a mosque
in Ljubljana. The dream seemed
almost impossible to realise.

Although we finally purchased
land in 2008, we possessed little
beyond determination and sincere
intentions. We had neither suffi-
cient financial resources nor archi-
tectural plans, construction permits
or the technical capacity required
for such a major undertaking. Soon
afterwards, the global financial cri-
sis further complicated our efforts.

In December 2009, during a re-

ception marking Slovenia’s Na-
tional Day, I asked then president
Danilo Tiirk to mention our mosque
project during his forthcoming offi-
cial visits to Qatar and Kuwait.

A month later, president Tiirk
informed me that the Amir of Qa-
tar had expressed genuine interest.

That encouraging message
eventually led to one of the most
unforgettable evenings of my life.

On July 20, 2010, I attended the
official state dinner hosted by pres-
ident Tiirk in honour of HH Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani.

Throughout the evening, the
Amir spoke warmly about Qatar’s
remarkable progress, Doha’s cul-
tural renaissance, its museums
and its commitment to preserving
Islamic heritage. His manner was
humble, thoughtful and remark-
ably approachable.

He asked about my family, my
work and life in Slovenia. The
more we spoke, the more I realised
that I was not simply speaking
with a statesman, but with a man
of exceptional humanity.

At one point he asked me in
Arabic:

“Mufti, what are you working
on?”

Ireplied honestly:

“Your Highness, for more than
forty years we have been trying to
build a mosque in Ljubljana, but
we have not succeeded.”

Without hesitation, he smiled
and replied:

“I would like to build that
mosque.”

Those simple words carried ex-
traordinary meaning.

I politely asked whether he
would be willing to share that in-
tention with President Tiirk.

The conversation soon returned
to international affairs, yet my
thoughts remained fixed on the
mosque. For me, nothing discussed
that evening mattered more.

Then came the moment that
changed everything.

Turning to president Tiirk, the
Amir said:

“Mr President, I have spoken
with the Mufti regarding the con-
struction of the mosque.”

The president responded:

“Yes, we fully support the
project.”

The Amir then added:

“Mr President, if the Mufti
agrees, I would be honoured to
build that mosque”

His words reflected far more
than generosity.

They reflected dignity.

He did not present himself as a
benefactor bestowing a favour. In-
stead, he expressed his support in
a manner that preserved the dig-
nity of a Mufti whose community
still had no mosque in the capital
city.

That moment remains one of
the greatest lessons in leadership I
have ever witnessed.

“Pray for the Amir”

Before concluding the meeting,
the Amir instructed Sheikh Khalid
bin Mohamed al-Attiyah to over-

see the project and maintain direct
contact with us.

Several months later, togeth-
er with my colleagues Ibrahim
Malanovic and Nevzet Poric, I
travelled to Doha to continue dis-
cussions.

When we met Sheikh Khalid,
his first question was straightfor-
ward:

“Mufti, do you have a project?”

I explained that we were still
burdened by debts related to pur-
chasing the land.

His answer was equally direct:

“I am not interested in the land
or the debts. I am interested in the
project”

He immediately asked officials
from the Qatar Fund for Develop-
ment to work with us on preparing
the necessary documentation.

Working closely with archi-
tects in Ljubljana and specialists
in Doha, we developed the initial
proposal. The estimated value of
the project reached €15 mn.

Qatar Museums exhibitions celebrate Mathaf
milestone, World Cup legacy through August

By Joey Aguilar
Doha

rom marking the 15th an-
Fniversary of Mathaf: Arab

Museum of Modern Art to
highlighting the lasting legacy of
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
and football’s global cultural sig-
nificance, Qatar Museums (QM) is
continuing to engage audiences in
Qatar and overseas with a diverse
programme of exhibitions running
through the end of August.

According to QM, the pro-
gramme brings together exhibi-
tions on modern and contempo-
rary Arab art, cultural heritage,
and design, alongside travelling
exhibitions in Mexico presented
as part of the Qatar-Canada and
Mexico 2026 Year of Culture ini-
tiative.

Leading the programme are two
anniversary exhibitions at Mathaf
that commemorate the museum’s
15-year journey and its contribu-
tion to modern and contemporary
Arab art.

Running until August 8, ‘Reso-
lutions: Celebrating 15 Years of
Mathaf’ revisits the museum’s
founding vision through works
from its permanent collection
while examining its evolution as
a centre for exhibitions, research,
education and collaboration.

The exhibition is organised
around four thematic sections:
Infrastructure: Traces of a Leg-
acy, which explores Mathaf’s
origins through the pioneering
efforts of Sheikh Hassan bin Mo-
hammed bin Ali al-Thani; Mathaf
as Institutional Memory, tracing

the museum’s exhibition history;
Education: Art as Knowledge
Creation, highlighting the role of
art education in shaping visual
culture across the Arab world;
and Representation and the Writ-
ing of History, which examines
how artists from West Asia and
North Africa helped define mod-
ern Arab identity in the post-in-
dependence era.

Together, the exhibition re-
flects on Mathaf’s legacy, encour-
ages decolonial discussions on the
visual identity of the Arab world,
and presents diverse regional nar-
ratives alongside the museum’s
future aspirations.

Also on view until August 8 is
Resolutions: Evolving Realities,
which brings together commis-
sioned works and artworks pre-
viously exhibited at Mathaf, in-
cluding pieces from the museum’s
inaugural exhibitions in 2010.

The exhibition also presents for
the first time a large-scale sculp-
tural work by renowned Iraqi artist
Ismail Fattah al-Turk, produced
during the artist residency pro-
gramme that preceded Mathaf’s
opening as a public museum.

Featuring works by 10 intergen-
erational artists and collectives,
the exhibition explores the theme
of time, demonstrating how artis-
tic narratives evolve and acquire
new meanings over the years. It
also reflects Mathaf’s commit-
ment to supporting innovative
artistic practices and community-
driven curatorial approaches.

QM is also showcasing the
country’s cultural story through
two travelling exhibitions in
Mexico City.

Qatar 2022. PICTURE: QM Years of Culture

Presented at Museo Jumex

in Mexico City, the exhibition
traces football’s evolution from
local origins to a global cultural
phenomenon through iconic
objects.

Running until August 9 at Cen-
tro de Cultura Digital, Qatar 2022
Legacy: Journeys to Greatness
explores the lasting impact of the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 as the
first tournament held in the Mid-
dle East and the Arab world.

The exhibition traces Qatar’s
journey from securing the hosting
rights in 2010 to delivering a glo-
bal sporting event that reshaped
international perceptions of the
country while highlighting its
emergence as a centre for cultural
and sporting exchange.

Through  objects, stories
and key moments, it examines
themes of identity, representa-
tion and cultural diversity, in-
viting visitors to reflect on the
World Cup’s enduring cultural

legacy beyond the football pitch.

Also in Mexico City, Objects of
Glory: Iconic Moments in the His-
tory of Football is on display at
Museo Jumex until August 30.

The exhibition presents football
as a global cultural phenomenon
through iconic objects, including
balls, jerseys, trophies and per-
sonal memorabilia that chart the
sport’s evolution from its nine-
teenth-century origins in England
to the modern FIFA World Cup.

Items linked to football legends
such as Pelé, Diego Maradona,
Lionel Messi, David Beckham
and Kylian Mbappé illustrate the
game’s worldwide cultural influ-
ence, while the inclusion of Pal-
estinian footballer Honey Thaljieh
highlights football’s role in pro-
moting inclusion and breaking
barriers.

Both travelling exhibitions form
part of the Qatar Canada and
Mexico 2026 Year of Culture ini-
tiative.

Meanwhile, visitors to the Mu-
seum of Islamic Art Library can
explore The Astrolabe: Taker of
the Stars, a display that runs until
August 31 and features the work
of Qatari graphic designer Khawla
al-Essa.

Developed from research con-
ducted between 2024 and 2026,
the display examines the historical
astrolabe through publications,
sketches, printmaking, laser-cut
models and interactive book de-
sign, illustrating how contem-
porary graphic design can make
scientific heritage more accessi-
ble while fostering greater public
appreciation of Islamic scientific
achievements.

Weeks later, Sheikh Khalid tel-
ephoned me.

After exchanging greetings, he
said:

“Mufti, pray for the Amir”

Ireplied:

“I pray for him every day”

He answered:

“Pray even more. The Amir has
approved €15mn for your project.”

For several moments I could
barely speak.

That historic decision enabled
us to organise an international ar-
chitectural competition, prepare
the complete design documenta-
tion and settle the outstanding
debts on the land.

By the project’s completion,
whose total investment reached
€34mn, the State of Qatar had
contributed €28mn towards what
is today recognised as one of the
most beautiful Islamic cultural
centres built by Bosniaks outside
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

More importantly, the mosque

gave Muslims in Slovenia a perma-
nent spiritual and cultural home.

Alegacy that will endure

HH the late Father Amir laid the
foundations of this extraordinary
project.

In May 2022, His Highness
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Tha-
ni, the Amir of the State of Qatar,
officially visited the Ljubljana
Mosque together with Slovenian
President Borut Pahor, reaffirming
Qatar’s enduring friendship with
Slovenia and its unwavering com-
mitment to dialogue, coexistence
and mutual respect.

Today, every prayer performed
within that mosque, every verse of
the Holy Qur’an recited there and
every child who learns about Islam
beneath its roof stands as a living
testament to HH Sheikh Hamad’s
generosity.

His contribution was not con-
fined to bricks and mortar.

He invested in people.

He invested in dignity.

He invested in the future.

For that reason, the Ljubljana
Mosque will forever remain among
the enduring charities (sadagah
jariyah) that continue to benefit
generations long after their ben-
efactor has departed this world.

We pray that Allah Almighty
grants HH Sheikh Hamad bin Kha-
lifa al-Thani the highest ranks in
Paradise, rewards him abundantly
for his countless acts of generosity
and accepts all the good he accom-
plished in service of humanity.

We also pray that Allah grants
His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad al-Thani continued good
health, wisdom and success, and
blesses the State of Qatar and its
people with lasting peace, pros-
perity and continued progress.

Indeed, noble leaders may depart
this world, but their legacy contin-
ues to inspire future generations.

HH the late Father Amir’s leg-
acy is one such legacy — written
not only in history books, but also
in the hearts of those whose lives
he transformed.

Part of QOSM’s permanent collection, this football was used in the 1888 FA
Cup Final, in which West Bromwich Albion defeated Preston North End 2-1
in England. (Photo courtesy of 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic and Sports Museum)

The display showcases the results of a multi-year graphic design project

centred on the astrolabe.

Art, Doha (Resolutions: Evolving Realities exhibition).

Part of Resolutions: Celebrating 15 Years of Mathaf exhibition. PICTURES: Qatar Museums
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French PM Lecornu pledges
deeper ties on Morocco visit

AFP
Rabat

rance and Morocco moved
F yesterday to strengthen a

renewed partnership that
has flourished over the past two
years, with French Prime Minister
Sebastien Lecornu hailing “excep-
tionally positive” ties in Rabat.

But the high-level visit came as a
media consortium published fresh
reports that Morocco used the Is-
raeli-made Pegasus spyware to tar-
get French officials when tensions
were high between the nations, after
allegations first emerged in 2021.

During his visit, Lecornu praised
the diplomatic advances Paris and
Rabat achieved since President
Emmanuel Macron backed Mo-
rocco’s sovereignty claim over the
disputed Western Sahara in 2024.

Lecornudescribed the two coun-
tries’ ties as being at a “turning
point’; saying that France sought to
deepen cooperation particularly on
security and counter-terrorism.

His Moroccan counterpart Aziz
Akhannouch said their partner-

French PM Sébastien Lecornu (left) and his Moroccan counterpart Aziz
Akhannouch gesture after delivering their press statements at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs office in Rabat, yesterday. (AFP)

ship was now based on “a shared
strategic vision, restored trust
and common ambition”

The trip also resulted in a series
of agreements and the signing of
an “enhanced exceptional part-
nership” between the kingdom
and France.

However the reports pub-
lished by a media consortium,
led by Forbidden Stories, about
the Pegasus spyware threatened

Troops will stay in Lebanon,
Syria, Gaza ‘security zones’,
Israel tells Pentagon chief

AFP
Jerusalem

Katz told his US counterpart

Pete Hegseth early yesterday
that Israel is determined to keep
its forces in “security zones” it
has carved out inside Lebanon,
Syria and the Gaza Strip.

In a statement, Katz’s office
said the two men spoke over-
night and the minister “empha-
sised Israel’s determination to
remain in the security zones in
Syria, Gaza, and Lebanon in or-
der to protect Israel’s borders
and the communities near the
border from the threats”

“We have never asked the US
to act in our place along our bor-
ders,” Katz said.

His comments come days af-
ter US President Donald Trump
asked Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to pull
Israeli forces out of Syria and
Lebanon, according to US news
outlet Axios.

Citing a US official, Axios re-
ported that Trump told Netan-
yahu the Israeli deployment was
fuelling tensions in Syria.

“They don’t want you there.
You should redeploy,” Trump
told him, according to Axios.

After the December 2024
overthrow of Syria’s long-time

Israel's Defence Minister Israel

ruler Bashar al-Assad, Israel
sent troops into a UN-patrolled
buffer zone that separated Israeli
and Syrian forces on the Golan
Heights.

Israel has also carried out re-
peated incursions into Syrian
territory since then, as well as
bombings, and has said it wants
a demilitarised zone in the coun-
try’s south.

In Lebanon, Israeli forces re-
main deployed in what the mili-
tary describes as a security zone
extending roughly 10 kilometres
(six miles) into Lebanese terri-
tory.

Lebanon and Israel, which
have no formal relations, are en-
gaged in talks to end hostilities
after militant group Hezbollah
drew Lebanon into the broader
Middle East war by attacking Is-
rael in March.

The two countries concluded
their fifth round of talks in Rome
on Wednesday.

The US-brokered negotiations
are aimed at having Israeli forces
steadily withdraw from Lebanon,
starting with two “pilot zones”
located outside the “security
zone” that Israel has established
in the south.

In Gaza, Israel’s military con-
trols 60% of the territory and
is present on the entire outside
perimeter along the borders with
Israel and Egypt.

to overshadow his visit.

In a new series of articles pub-
lished on Thursday, the con-
sortium, including Le Monde
newspaper, said email traces that
Morocco used to spy on domestic
political opponents had also been
found on the phone of French
ministers, including Lecornu.

Lecornu and Akhannouch were
initially set to hold a press confer-
ence after their meeting but in-

stead only made brief statements
to reporters without questions.

Pegasus can be installed sur-
reptitiously onto a target’s smart -
phone and read messages, ge-
olocate and secretly turn on the
device’s camera and microphone
- effectively turning the phone
into a pocket spy.

The media consortium first al-
leged in 2021 extensive Moroccan
use of the Israeli-made Pegasus
spyware, including against French
officials.

Morocco has firmly rejected all
the accusations made against it,
and has demanded evidence.

The reports also said Paris had
considered acquiring the software.

The French foreign ministry did
not immediately respond to AFP’s
request for comment on the re-
ports.

Macron’s office said France’s
objective was “to strengthen the
framework of cooperation and
trust with the Moroccans”.

Ties between the two countries
had been strained over issues in-
cluding a visa dispute and allega-
tions of Moroccan espionage.

‘Drone strikes ship off
southern Iraqi port’

AFP
Baghdad

drone struck a ship off the
Aport in Iraq’s southern

province of Basra yester-
day, a security official told AFP,
while the country’s oil ministry
said an unspecified object fell
near a tanker.

This is the latest drone-related
incident in Iraq, coming against
the backdrop of renewed military
escalation between the United
States and Iran, Iraq’s main allies.

A security official told AFP that
a drone struck a ship “carrying
American-branded cars” near an
oil terminal after it had arrived
from the United Arab Emirates.

Iraq’s oil ministry said that
“the incident involved a tanker
reporting a sighting of a foreign
object in its vicinity. However, no
fire or damage to the vessel has
occurred.”

The ministry added that “load-
ing operations are continuing as
normal,” without mentioning the
cargo ship with cars onboard.

On Wednesday evening, the
US-led coalition shot down eight
explosive-laden drones over Er-
bil, the capital of Iraq’s northern
Kurdistan region.

AFP journalists reported see-

ing several drones over Erbil. The
drones were then hit by air de-
fences near the US consulate, they
said, which was a target of repeated
drone and rocket attacks launched
by pro-Iran armed groups during
the Middle East war.

No group has claimed respon-
sibility for Wednesday’s attacks.

The US embassy in Baghdad
warned yesterday that “following
Iran-enabled drone attacks in Er-
bil... US citizens in Iraq are advised
to maintain heightened readiness”

The mission reminded US na-
tionals of its travel advisory to
avoid all travel to Iraq “for any
reason”.

The attacks coincided with Iraqi
Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi’s one-
week visit to Washington, where
he met President Donald Trump.

Al-Zaidi denounced the drone
attacks, and said his government
“will not tolerate these malicious
attempts, which seek in vain to
undermine the stability of our
people”

He directed security forces to
“take all necessary measures to
prevent the recurrence of such
attacks”

During the Middle East war,
the Kurdistan region, which hosts
US troops and foreign oil com-
panies, was a primary target for
drone attacks.

Escalating Israeli strikes kill 5 people in Gaza

Reuters
Cairo

Palestinians in the Gaza Strip

yesterday, Palestinian health
officials said, as a US-based re-
search group reported a surge in
Israeli attacks to levels not seen
since the latest truce took effect
in October.

Medics said an Israeli air strike
killed two people near the Tuffah
neighbourhood in the north of
the enclave, while a third person
was killed in Israeli tank shelling
in the Zeitoun suburb in eastern
Gaza City.

Another air strike at a tent en-
campment for displaced people
in western Gaza City killed one
person and wounded several,
while an attack on a vehicle in
Khan Younis, in the south, killed
another, medics said. Witnesses
also reported that an airstrike
hit a residential building in the
Nuseirat refugee camp in central
Gaza, causing damage to several
homes nearby.

The Israeli military had no im-
mediate comment on any of the
incidents. The deaths add to a toll
of more than 1,100 Palestinians,
mostly civilians, killed by Israeli
attacks since an October ceasefire
between Israel and Hamas took
effect, according to Gazan health
officials. Hamas does not usually
disclose its losses. “The entire

Israeli strikes killed at least five

people of Gaza have not lived a
single day or a single moment of
ceasefire. This ceasefire is an il-
lusion,” Jibril Khattab, a relative
of one of the fatal victims, told
Reuters in Gaza City’s Al Shifa
Hospital. “No place in all of Gaza
is safe,;” he added.

The truce halted major fighting,
but has failed to stop near daily
Israeli strikes. Four Israeli soldiers
have been killed by militants in
Gaza over the same period.

Palestinians inspect the site of an Israeli strike at t

Lebanese FM reaffirms goal of full Israeli withdrawal

ebanese Foreign Minister

I Youssef Raji said yesterday

that Lebanon’s objective in

the negotiations is to secure a full

Israeli withdrawal from all occu-
pied Lebanese territory.

Speaking at a conference
hosted by the French Senate
under the title “Solidarity with
Lebanon: Local Authorities at
the Heart of the Franco-Leb-
anese Partnership,” Raji said
the negotiations aim to gradu-
ally extend the authority of the
Lebanese Armed Forces across
the entire country, including the
south. He stressed that no coun-
try can fully establish its insti-
tutions and sovereignty while
part of its territory remains un-
der occupation.

He stated that the occupation
weakens state institutions, fuels
tensions, delays political and secu-
rity stability, and prevents the state
from exercising full authority over

its territory. He added that lasting
stability can only be achieved when
the state has the sole legitimate au-
thority to use force.

Raji said that no state can en-

joy full sovereignty while for-
eign military forces remain on its
territory, nor can it achieve full
sovereignty unless its legitimate
institutions alone exercise public
authority and hold the exclusive
right to use force.

He also called on France to ex-
pand its partnership with Leba-
non beyond expressions of soli-
darity by supporting efforts to
strengthen state institutions,
reinforce stability, and enable the
state to fully exercise its authority
and responsibilities.

Lebanon and the Israeli entity
recently held a sixth round of nego-
tiations at the US Embassy in Rome
to discuss arrangements for imple-
menting the agreement signed in
Washington last June. (QNA)

Syria says seized weapons at Iraqi border

AFP
Damascus

yria said yesterday it had
S foiled an attempt to smug-

gle weapons to Hezbollah
in Lebanon by seizing a shipment
that included missiles at its bor-
der with Iraq.

“Specialised units thwarted
an attempt to bring in a ship-
ment of sophisticated weapons
and missiles through the Syri-
an-Iraqi border,” a source from
the interior ministry was quoted
as saying by Syria’s official Sana
news agency.

“Initial investigations estab-
lished that the shipment was in-
tended to transit through Syria

for the benefit of Hezbollah,” the
source added.

The Iran-backed group in a
statement dismissed the accusa-
tions as “fabricated narratives
with no basis in fact, aimed at
harming Hezbollah”.

Syrian authorities are hostile
to the group, which was an ally of
former president Bashar al-Assad
before he was ousted in 2024.

They have previously an-
nounced several other seizures of
weapons they say were bound for
Hezbollah, but yesterday’s an-
nouncement is the first involving
the border with Iraq.

According to Syria’s customs
authority, the shipment was
seized inside an oil tanker truck at
the Al-Tanf border crossing.

The tanker was heading to
Baniyas city, whose port Iraq has
been using in recent months to
export limited amounts of oil
after its main route through the
Strait of Hormuz was disrupted
by the Middle East war.

The interior ministry said the
shipment included long-range
and anti-tank missiles, as well as
drones.

Iraqi Prime Minister Ali al-
Zaidi ordered the formation of an
inquiry commission and Iraqi au-
thorities will “co-ordinate” with
Syria on the matter, the Iraqi gov-
ernment’s security media cell said
in a statement.

The statement said Iraqi au-
thorities would “hold those re-
sponsible for any negligence ac-

countable, in order to ensure the
safety and security of the shared
border and prevent any attempt
to undermine national security”.

Since a coalition took power
in Syria in 2024, the authorities
say they have dismantled several
Hezbollah-linked cells preparing
attacks in Syria, but Hezbollah has
denied the accusation.

The group has been weakened
by the war it has waged against Is-
rael since March in support of Iran.

US President Donald Trump
has recently floated the idea of
Syria intervening in Lebanon
against Hezbollah.

But Syrian President Ahmed
al-Sharaa has said he has no in-
terest in taking military action,
despite Trump’s suggestions.

N o >

Conflict monitor ACLED, which
tracks Israeli attacks in Gaza, said
air strikes against Hamas and oth-
er militants increased to more than
40 in June, the highest monthly
total since the ceasefire.

“With polls showing the opposi-
tion in the lead, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu is facing
growing domestic pressure to take
a tougher security position against
Hamas,” ACLED Middle East As-
sistant Research Manager Nasser

he Bureij refugee camp in cetral Gza Strip, yesterday. (AFP)

Khdour said, referring to Israel’s
legislative election in October.

Israel says its strikes aim to
thwart attacks by Gaza militants.

Nearly all of Gaza’s 2mn peo-
ple now live on a tiny strip of land
along the coast, mainly in make-
shift tents or damaged buildings,
under Hamas control.

The Gazan health ministry said
Israel’s offensive, since October
7, 2023, killed more than 73,000
Palestinians.

UK unveils sanctions against
Sudan finance, gold networks

AFP
London

ritain yesterday announced
B sanctions targeting what

it said are “illicit gold and
finance networks” propping up
rival factions in Sudan’s devas-
tating civil war.

The foreign ministry said the
war-torn country’s gold trade
worth billions of dollars was help-
ing finance “weapons procure-
ment, military operations and the
activities of armed groups”.

The sanctions are aimed at 11
individuals and businesses sus-
pected of being linked to the net-
works financing and supporting
the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) and the regular army.

The war between the Sudanese
Armed Forces (SAF) and the RSF,
that erupted in April 2023, has
killed 200,000 people by some
estimates and displaced upwards
of 11 million.

The sanction targets are all Su-
danese, but trade internationally
“including in the gold markets in
Dubai and Hong Kong?”, the UK’s
Foreign, Commonwealth and De-
velopment Office (FCDO) said.

Among them is Sudanese na-
tional Abu Dharr, accused of fi-
nancing the RSF through “a web of
real estate, conflict gold and hold-
ing companies based in Dubai”.

There are also three Sudanese
United Arab Emirates-based
companies and one Sudanese
Hong Kong-based firm.

Two Sudanese-state owned

mining companies were also
sanctioned, suspected of gener-
ating gold revenues for the SAF.

A third state-owned firm, the
Ariab Mining Company, was tar-
geted for “channelling revenue
from conflict gold to both the
SAF and RSF”.

“The people of Sudan continue
to pay the price for a war fuelled
not only by guns and fighters, but
by illicit flows of gold and finance
to fill the war chests on both
sides,” Foreign Secretary Yvette
Cooper said.

Africa’s third-largest country
is one of the continent’s top gold
producers, and the state Suda-
nese Mineral Resources Compa-
ny reported a “five-year high” in
production of 70 tonnes in 2025.

The United Nations on
Wednesday said the rival factions
were profiting from control over
the country’s resources and that
a “war economy” was sustaining
the conflict.

The UK has previously sanc-
tioned senior commanders of the
RSF, who have also been targeted
by the European Union.

The RSF has been accused of
being a “proxy” for the UAE, which
denies arming the paramilitary
despite evidence presented in nu-
merous international reports.

On Tuesday, the European
Council had said it was also
boosting sanctions.

In measures designed to “curb
sources of financing for the con-
flict” the council said it would ban
“the purchase, import or transfer if
gold originating in Sudan.”
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Ebola spreading in DR Congo ‘faster than any previous outbreak’ WHO

AFP
Geneva

he World Health Organisation

I (WHO) warned yesterday that Ebola

was spreading in the Democratic

Republic of the Congo (DR Congo) more

quickly than during any previous outbreak
of the deadly virus.

More than 2,000 cases including 796
deaths have been confirmed in the DR
Congo since the outbreak was declared
two months ago, making it “now the third-
largest Ebola outbreak on record”;, WHO
chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus told
reporters.

By comparison, he pointed out that
the big Ebola outbreak in the DR Congo
in 2018-20 “took more than 10 months
to reach 2,000 confirmed cases”, warning

Uganda has discharged its last Ebola patient, says minister

On Wednesday, government spokesper-
son Alan Kasujja said the patient would be
released from an isolation unit at the Mu-
lago National Referral Hospital in Kampala.

“Uganda starts counting down,” he wrote
on X. “If 42 days pass without a single new
case, WHO guidelines stipulate that we will

Reuters/AFP
Kampala

ganda discharged its last remaining

l | Ebola patient yesterday, triggering

a 42-day countdown after which it

can be declared free of the virus, the East
African nation’s health ministry said.

Uganda has confirmed a total of 20 cases

of the rare Bundibugyo strain of Ebola since

mid-May.

that the virus was spreading faster than
ever seen before.

“In the past month, it has expanded
faster than any previous outbreak,” he
warned.

The DR Congo’s 17th Ebola outbreak
was declared on May 15 after several deaths
in Ituri, a mineral-rich northeastern prov-
ince, plagued by armed groups.

Cases of Ebola, which spreads through
close contact and infected bodily fluids,
have so far been found in five DR Congo
provinces, as well as in neighbouring
Uganda, though the vast majority are in
Tturi.

Tedros hailed the rapid ramping-up of
the response to the outbreak, pointing out
that treatment capacity in northeastern
DR Congo now stood at 800 beds, while
laboratory capacity had jumped from a
single lab to 16.

Fifteen of those were people infected in
neighbouring Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DR Congo), the epicentre of the

outbreak, who then travelled to Uganda.

Unlike in the DR Congo, where cases are
still surging, Uganda has not reported a new

case since June 22.

“Today, Uganda has discharged the last
Ebola patient, a Congolese national who
has successfully recovered and (is) ready to
be with his family,” Uganda’s health minis-

try said in a post on X.

However, he warned that “despite the
progress we have made, the outbreak in
DR Congo is continuing to outpace the re-
sponse”.

The WHO chief highlighted that over
80% of new cases were being detected
“outside known contact lists, showing
that transmission chains are still being
missed”.

“About two-thirds of deaths are occur-
ring in communities, among people who
never receive care in a health facility,” he
acknowledged.

Complicating things further, the cur-
rent outbreak is caused by the rare Bun-
dibugyo species of Ebola, for which there
is no approved vaccine or treatment.

However, the WHO chief hailed “en-
couraging progress on vaccines and thera-
peutics”

Trials for two potential treatments for

be declared Ebola free”

Uganda’s efforts against the virus, de-
scribed by African health officials as the
fastest-growing Ebola outbreak on record,

have been praised.

Bundibugyo patients - the monoclonal
antibody MBP134 and the antiviral drug
remdesivir - have also been under way in
Tturi since July 2.

And this past Monday, the first safety
trial began on Monday for the ChAdOx1
vaccine, led by the University of Oxford,
Tedros said.

And on Tuesday, a trial of the antiviral
obeldesivir began to test its effectiveness
in post-exposure prophylaxis for people
who had come in contact with confirmed
Bundibugyo cases but had yet to develop
the disease.

Even without approved vaccines and
treatments, 377 people have recovered in
the DR Congo, said Tedros, “showing that
with early diagnosis and safe care, this dis-
ease can be survived and stopped”.

The WHO chief said that one of the
biggest concerns remained “the complex

“The contact-tracing was very efficient,
and the follow-up of those that were in
care,” said Serawit Bruck-Landais, regional
global health counsellor for the French em-

bassy

“It’s an example that actually an Ebola
outbreak can be managed,” she told AFP.

environment in which the outbreak is hap-
pening”, with the vast majority of cases
found in conflict -torn Ituri.

“Active armed conflict is hampering ac-
cess to the affected areas, and hindering
theresponse,” he said, pointing out that on
Wednesday, a treatment centre “was at-
tacked” in Ituri’s capital Bunia.

The main priorities, he said, included
reducing transmission in Ituri by strength-
ening surveillance; safe and dignified buri-
als of highly infectious bodies of deceased
Ebola patients; and clinical management
of the sick.

To do this, he stressed the urgent need
for more support from the international
community, pointing to “a shortfall of
more than $400mn” for a joint plan put
forward by the WHO and the African Cen-
tres for Disease Control to address the out -
break.

Nigeria’s
govimoves
to track
poverty,
incomes

There is currently no approved vaccine or

treatment for the Bundibugyo strain behind
the outbreak, but the WHO said the first
clinical trial of an antiviral drug began on

Tuesday.

Smoke from more than 130 wildfires
chokes millions in US and Canada

AFP/Reuters
Montreal/Washington

ut-of-control wildfires
O were raging yesterday in

the Canadian province of
Ontario, prompting evacuations
and sending dangerous smoke
billowing into the United States
where millions of people were ex-
posed to the unhealthy air.

US states near the Canadian
border including Minnesota, Wis-
consin, Michigan and Illinois were
particularly choked, as forecasters
predicted the Northeast including
New York would also see air quality
continue to deteriorate.

Tracker IQAIr listed Detroit, To-
ronto, Minneapolis and Chicago
yesterday as the most polluted cit-
ies in the world.

A hazy cast hung over New York
where forecasters expected the
densest strip of smoke to cloud the
region into the afternoon.

A New York state air qual-
ity health advisory warned of fine
particulate matter from the fires
that would make the outdoors
“unhealthy” for everyone across
the New York metro area and Long
Island, with even worse conditions -
in the central and western regions
of the state.

Authorities encouraged New
Yorkers to spend as little time out-
side as possible.

The dangerous conditions in the
New York area came just days be-
fore the FIFA World Cup final is set
to be played in nearby New Jersey
on Sunday in front of more than
80,000 fans.

“Today is expected to be the
worst day of this event,” New York
City Mayor Zohran Mamdani said
at an event yesterday. “At ‘un-
healthy’ levels, everyone - not
just people with asthma or heart
conditions, not just older adults -
everyone may feel health effects.
So today, every New Yorker should
take precautions.”

Cylists pause on the Toronto Islands as forest fires
in northwestern Ontario cause poor air quality
over the city of Toronto. - AFP
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A person points to the skyline while
on the ferry from the Toronto Islands,
as wildfire smoke from northwestern
Ontario fills the sky, combined with
an intense heatwave, prompting
health warnings and calls for Toronto
residents to limit outdoor activity.

- Reuters

Right: A person putting on a mask is
reflected in a souvenir shop mirror in
Toronto. - Reuters

People look out from Toronto’s CN Tower as smoke from

wildfires in northwestern Ontario blankets the city,

causing poor air quality. -AFP

igeria plans to publish in-
Ndicators tracking poverty,

incomes and inequal-
ity as President Bola Tinubu’s
government seeks to show that
economic reforms are improving
living standards in Africa’s larg-
est economy, the finance minister
said yesterday.

The planned scorecard is an at-
tempt to answer a central criticism
of Tinubu’s reform programme:
that gains in revenue, foreign ex-
change liquidity and investor con-
fidence have yet to translate into
meaningful relief for households
facing high food, transport and
living costs.

Speaking at a conference in
Lagos, organised by Business Day
newspaper, Taiwo Oyedele said
the government would assess
“shared prosperity” using three
measures: reductions in multidi-
mensional poverty, increases in
real income per capita and lower
inequality.

Tinubu’s government is seeking
to demonstrate that reforms in-
troduced in 2023, including scrap-
ping a fuel subsidy and liberalising
the naira, applauded by lenders
and investors, are translating into
broader gains for Nigerians af-
ter driving up inflation and living
costs.

The International Monetary
Fund said in June that while the
reforms were improving investor
confidence and economic sta-
bility, 63% of Nigeria’s 200mn
population remained in poverty
and millions faced food insecu-
rity.

The measures have also been
accompanied by criticism over
persistent corruption and allega-
tions of unbudgeted government
spending, raising questions about
whether the sacrifices demanded
of citizens are being matched by
fiscal discipline.

Oyedele said inflation was eas-
ing, the foreign exchange market
was functioning more efficiently
and investor interest was return-
ing, but acknowledged that mac-
roeconomic stability alone would
not be enough.

“A stable economy can still be a
stagnant one if we become com-
placent,” he said.

Oyedele said the ministry of
finance would be responsible for
producing the scorecard but did
not provide a timeline for pub-
lishing the indicators or say how
frequently they would be updated.
- Reuters

“The combination of dangerous
heat and unhealthy air is a serious
threat,” he added.

Libraries and train stations were
offering free masks, while hun-
dreds of cooling centres were open
across the city for those without
access to air conditioning.

“This could become the most
significant smoke event in New
York City since 2023, and condi-
tions will be closely monitored for
any deterioration,” the city’s De-
partment of Emergency Manage-
ment said.

That year, the city’s skies turned
an apocalyptic orange, and the air
quality index reached a hazardous
465.

In the Midwest, levels had al-
ready surpassed that, with Detroit
hovering around 700, according to
the US Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) tracker, after it had
pushed even higher overnight.

The Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy said it expected hazardous
conditions to continue through
today, and that “our best model
for smoke only predicts out to 48
hours”.

“That model is currently show-
ing improvements on Saturday,
but it is likely that smoke will lin-
ger and recirculate for a while,” the
agency said.

In Canada, the latest data shows

there are more than 130 active fires
in northwestern Ontario, with at
least 60 out of control.

Authorities there have formally
requested additional assistance
from the federal government, in
particular seeking air support to
evacuate remote communities.

“More than 150 fire crews and
nearly 50 firefighting aircraft are
working around the clock to pro-
tect communities from the fires in
northern Ontario,” said the prov-
ince’s Premier Doug Ford on the
platform X.

So far, Canadian wildfires have
scorched 1.9mn hectares (4.7mn
acres) this year, an area nearly the
size of Slovenia.

That damage remains far off the
pace 0f 2023, Canada’s worst wild-
fire season on record, when nearly
18mn hectares burned in the coun-
try.

Climate experts say that rising
global temperatures are driving
an increase in the frequency and
intensity of wildfires around the
world.

Wildfire smoke, which can lin-
ger in the air for weeks and travel
thousands of miles, is more toxic
than normal air pollution.

Studies have linked wildfire
smoke with higher rates of heart
attacks, strokes, cancer, pregnancy
complications and weakened im-
mune defences.

Nigeria launches $552mn
education drive backed
by World Bank, GPE

Reuters
Abuja

igeria has launched a
N$552mn basic education

programme co-financed
by the World Bank and the Glo-
bal Partnership for Education
(GPE), President Bola Tinubu
said yesterday, to improve learn-
ing outcomes, widen access to

tal development, community
growth, and strengthen health-
care.

“These programmes are not
separate efforts; they are one
co-ordinated national strategy
for poverty reduction, human
capital development and com-
munity resilience,” the presi-
dent said.

Tinubu, who is seeking re-
election in January, has pursued

schooling and strengthen the
education system.

The HOPE-EDU programme
will directly benefit about 29mn
children, more than 500,000
teachers, 65,000 public schools
and 10,000 non-formal learning
centres nationwide, Tinubu said
at the launch in Abuja.

The programme is one of five
initiatives in place to speed up
poverty reduction, human capi-

Nigeria’s biggest economic re-
forms in decades since taking
office in 2023, scrapping costly
fuel and electricity subsidies,
devaluing the naira and over-
hauling the tax system to bolster
public finances.

He said the initiatives would
translate recent economic re-
forms into tangible gains in live-
lihoods, education, healthcare
and social protection.

Ex-Federal Reserve adviser sentenced to jail for lying about China ties

former senior adviser to the US Federal nese spies, then looked investigators in the eye
Reserve was sentenced to 38 months in and lied about it,” US Attorney Jeanine Pirro
federal prison for making false state-

said. “And when that wasn’t enough, he lied
ments to investigators about sharing restricted again under oath at trial”
information related to the central bank with In addition to the prison sentence, Judge
Chinese intelligence operatives, the Justice De- Dabney Friedrich ordered Rogers to serve 12
partment said on Wednesday. months of supervised release.

John Harold Rogers, 64, was arrested last year

Rogers worked as a senior adviser in the Fed’s
on charges he conspired to steal Fed trade se- division of international finance from 2010 un-
crets for the benefit of China, prosecutors said.

In his trial, a federal jury deliberated for two
days before finding Rogers guilty on February 3
“of making false statements to government in-
vestigators at the Office of Inspector General for
the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System and the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau”) the Justice Department said in a state-
ment.

“John Rogers spent years secretly funneling

sensitive Federal Reserve information to Chi- til 2021. - Reuters
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US to tighten visa regulations for foreign students, journalists

Reuters/AFP
Washington

he Trump administration moved

I yesterday to tighten the duration of

visas for foreign students, cultural
exchange visitors and journalists.

Under a change that could be imple-
mented as soon as September, foreigners
on student visas would be admitted for the
length of their academic programme up to a
maximum of four years.

Foreign journalists would be limited
to stays of just 240 days, or around eight
months, although they could apply to ex-
tend by 240-day periods, except for Chi-
nese journalists who would get just 90 days.

The effective date is 60 days from pub-
lication in the federal register, subject to
congressional review.

President Donald Trump, a Republican,
kicked off a wide-ranging immigration
crackdown after taking office in January
2025.

His administration has increased scru-
tiny of legal immigration, revoking student
visas and green cards of university students
over their ideological views and stripping
legal status from hundreds of thousands of
migrants.

The latest action would create new hur-
dles for international students, exchange
workers and foreign journalists.

In August, China’s foreign ministry op-
posed the proposed new rule for Chinese
journalists as being discriminatory.

The Chinese embassy did not immedi-
ately return a request for comment.

The regulations prohibit graduate stu-
dents from changing their “educational ob-
jectives” at any point or from transferring
to another school without authorisation.

They halve the amount of time students
have to leave the United States after com-
pleting their degree or training, from 60 to
30 days.

“Most Americans understand the value
of welcoming international students and
getting rid of needless red tape,’ said Doug

Rand, a former DHS official. “This rule
would do the opposite.”

David ] Bier, immigration studies director
at the Cato Institute, said there was no legal
basis for the study and transfer restrictions
in the new regulations.

“International students, many of whom
will have spent years in the US, will now
have just 30 days to find an employer to
sponsor them or immediately be turned
into illegal immigrants,” he said. “Have
these people no understanding of how life
works?”

The department cited a dramatic rise in
such visas in the posting.

It said there were more than 1.8mn stu-
dent visa admissions in 2024, a more than
11% increase over the previous year.

The US granted visas to more than
500,000 exchange visitors and 37,300
members of the media in fiscal year 2024,
which began on October 1, 2023, it said.

The significant increase in the volume
of such visitors “poses a challenge to the
DHS'’s ability to monitor and oversee these

non-immigrants while they are in the Unit-
ed States,” the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) said.

The DHS said it has many examples of
students and exchange visitors staying for
decades on their visas.

Visa holders who want to stay in the
United States beyond their fixed period of
admission will need to apply to the DHS
for an extension or gain readmission by
traveling abroad and then re-entering the
United States, the DHS said.

Higher education groups had denounced
the proposal as aneedless bureaucratic hur-
dle that would deter talented students, with
the Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Educa-
tion and Immigration warning it “weakens
the ability of US colleges and universities to
attract top talent”

Universities have already reported low-
er international enrolments after earlier
Trump administration actions, including
the revocation of thousands of student vi-
sas and the suspension of billions of dollars
in federal research funding.

US anti-terror
focus to be

on left-wing
groups: Rubio

Reuters
Washington

ecretary of State Marco Ru-
Sbio said yesterday that the

US would focus international
counterterrorism efforts on “far-
left terror’; telling officials from
more than 60 countries that leftist
violence had been overlooked.

A  Washington conference
hosted by Rubio has sparked con-
cerns from Democrats that the
Trump administration is politicis-
ing counterterrorism efforts and
draining resources from fighting
extremism on other fronts.

In a speech, Rubio said the re-
ligious militancy threat was “se-
verely diminished” due to co-or-
dinated international efforts but
that rising left-wing violence was
a “blind spot”

“We can and we must identify
and map this threat and rebuild
our counterterrorism architecture
to defeat it,” Rubio said, citing a
transnational threat from groups
who hate the West and target its
politicians and infrastructure.

The conference marks the
Trump administration’s most
significant effort yet to interna-
tionalise a counterterrorism focus
that critics say is not supported
by data, raising questions about
whether resources will be shifted
away from monitoring religious
militancy and far-right violence.

President Donald Trump has
made countering left-wing groups
a priority.

Trump singled out the antifa
movement on the campaign trail
in 2024, and vowed to take action
against left-wing groups that he
accuses of fomenting violence af-
ter the killing of conservative ac-
tivist and Trump ally Charlie Kirk
last year.

The Trump administration con-
vened a law enforcement work-
shop in May to discuss the threat
of far-left groups and would co-
host a second workshop with Ger-
many, Rubio said.

“We will either co-operate
across our borders, or the terror-
ists will continue to exploit the
gaps between them,” Rubio said.
“The United States is building
the infrastructure, the partner-
ship and the strategy to defeat the
scourge of far-left terror.”

Since November, Washington
has designated four European
groups - Antifa Ost, the Informal
Anarchist  Federation/Interna-
tional Revolutionary Front, Armed
Proletarian Justice and Revolu-
tionary Class Self-Defence - as
Foreign Terrorist Organisations,
offering rewards of up to $10mn
for information on their financing.

The US Treasury is expand-
ing probes into the use of chari-
table and nonprofit structures to
hide foreign influence and allow
violence, Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent told the conference yes-
terday.

Eleven Democratic lawmak-
ers wrote to Rubio on Wednesday
questioning the evidence for the
new focus on left-wing groups
and called the White House’s May
counterterrorism strategy, which
did not mention neo-Nazi or other
far-right groups, a “politically
partisan document”.

The letter, obtained by Reuters,
referred to concerns that desig-

Rubio: Rising left-wing violence is
a ‘blind spot’.

nating groups as far-left terror or-
ganisations risked targeting lawful
protests and political opponents.

“We strongly urge the Depart-
ment to return its focus to a seri-
ous mission set that is definition-
ally apolitical, data-driven, and
rooted in reality, instead of rubber -
stamping the political priorities of
extremists within the Administra-
tion whose views and policies put
US national security - and the
American people - at risk,” wrote
the lawmakers.

The lawmakers included Rep-
resentative Gregory Meeks, the
ranking Democrat on the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs,
and William Keating, the ranking
member of the subcommittee on
Europe.

The State Department did not
immediately respond to a request
for comment on the letter.

At the conference, White House
deputy chief of staff Stephen
Miller said leftists were driven by
“envy and hatred” and derided
antifa demonstrators as “all de-
formed in some way, in their ap-
pearance, in their dress, in their
mannerism”.

“Why is there not one normal-
looking person among them? Eve-
ry one of them, through the course
of their life and their decisions, has
scarred their body and their ap-
pearance in many different ways to
the point in which their outer ap-
pearance becomes a manifestation
of their inner hatred,” Miller said.

In his speech, Rubio cited prop-
erty damage and looting during
demonstrations after the 2020
police killing of George Floyd as an
example of left-wing violence that
had been ignored, arguing that
think tanks and journalists often
agree with the goals of left-wing
militants.

Rubio also said left-wing groups
work with foreign states hostile to
the US, citing Iranian proxy net-
works as “increasingly intimately
tied to leftist militant groups
around the world”, though he did
not provide evidence of such links.

He also accused Cuba’s Com-
munist leaders of having “helped
build the far left” in the United
States, without offering evidence
to support the claim.

Trump reverses suspension of ICE

Reuters
Washington

S President Donald

Trump has directed fed-

eral immigration agents
to resume traffic stops as an
arrest tactic, overruling top
administration officials after
agents fatally shot two drivers in
Texas and Maine within days of
each other.

The reversal came a day after
White House border czar Tom
Homan said that Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) would suspend most ve-
hicle stops on an indefinite but
short-term, temporary basis
to review procedures to “make
sure ICE agents are safe and do-
ing the right thing”

Homan’s comments on Tues-
day, on Fox News Channel, drew
sharp criticism from some of
Trump’s hardline Republican
faithful, including conserva-
tive political strategist Mike
Davis, and the president coun-
termanded Homan and his Sec-
retary of Homeland Security
Markwayne Mullin the next day.

“We must be strong, tough,
and smart, and we CANNOT
give up one of I.C.E/s most im-
portant and effective Crime
Fighting tools, THE TRAFFIC
STOP!” Trump wrote in a social
media post.

The agency’s aggressive tac-
tics came under renewed pub-
lic scrutiny this week after an
ICE officer killed a driver from
Colombia in the coastal Maine
town of Biddeford, about 15
miles (24km) south of Portland,
on Monday.

Six days earlier, another ICE
officer in Houston shot dead a
Mexican national.

In both cases, the agents
had attempted to pull over the
drivers, though officials have
acknowledged that they were
not the targets of immigration
enforcement operations being
conducted at the time.

Federal authorities have of-
fered no evidence to support
contentions that either man
posed a threat to ICE agents or

traffic stops after fatal shootmgs

KILLED
in ICE raid
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Immlgrant rlghts act|V|sts hoId s@ns as they protest agalnst the
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agency outside the
Jacob K Javits Federal Building in New York City. - AFP

the public at large that would
justify the use of lethal force to
stop them.

In other instances involv-
ing violent encounters, initial
statements from immigration
enforcement officials have been
contradicted by video or other
evidence.

The back-to-back shootings
also sparked protests in Maine,
Houston and Boston, raised
questions over ICE agents’ lack
of body cameras and thrust the
debate over ICE tactics to the
forefront of a closely watched
Senate race in Maine, a state far
from the US-Mexico border.

“The automobile stops should
be halted until those investiga-
tions are completed,” Republi-
can Senator Susan Collins told
reporters in the US Capitol on
Wednesday.

Collins, seeking re-election
in a race that could tip Senate
control in favour of Democrats,
took credit on Tuesday for urg-
ing Mullin to suspend ICE vehi-
cle stops.

Between early June and early
July, ICE arrests in Maine more
than quadrupled to around 70
per day, according to internal
ICE data shared with Reuters by
a source familiar with the mat-
ter.

At least seven people have
been shot dead during federal
immigration enforcement oper-

ations since January 2025, when
Trump launched mass depor-
tations after returning to office
following campaign promises of
an immigration crackdown.

Fifty-three people have died
in ICE custody during the same
period, agency records show.

The latest ICE detainee to die
was identified by the govern-
ment as Jesus Manuel Arenas-
Silva, 45, a Venezuelan national
who was found unconscious on
Monday while being transferred
between migrant detention
centres in Georgia.

Arenas-Silva had underlying
health issues, and ICE agents
who took him into custody at
his home ignored family pleas
to take along all the medications
he needed, leaving him without
those drugs during his deten-
tion until he died, according to
a statement from migrant advo-
cates, citing information from
his family.

Nationwide arrests of im-
migrants have surged in recent
weeks, despite the Trump ad-
ministration’s shift to more tar-
geted operations, away from the
broad street sweeps that char-
acterised earlier crackdowns in
Democratic-led cities.

Those heavy-handed tactics
drew a public outcry, especially
after two US citizens were shot
dead in Minnesota earlier this
year.

[ N\
More than 700 drones seized near World Cup sites

US agencies have seized over 700 drones near
FIFA World Cup venues and fan zones since the
start of the tournament on June 11, the FBI said.

On match days, all aircraft operations, including
drones, are prohibited within a radius of three
nautical miles and up to 3,000’ (914m) above
ground level around the stadiums unless
specifically authorised by air traffic controllers.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) said
that drones have been seized from restricted

imposed dozens of temporary flight restrictions
to bar drones around World Cup sites.

At fan gatherings, drones are barred within a
one-nautical-mile radius and up to 1,000’ above
ground level.

Operators whose drones enter restricted
airspace without approval can face fines of up
to $100,000, along with criminal charges and
confiscation of their drone, the FBI said.

The FBI has teams stationed around World Cup
stadiums to detect and disable unauthorised

US unveils
25% tariff on
certaingoods
from Brazil

nincoming US tariff target -
Aing various imports from

Brazil has drawn a rebuke
from the Latin American giant, as
Washington accused the country
of unfair trade practices and poli-
cies.

The levy, announced on
Wednesday, is set to take effect
July 22 and is shaping up as a major
campaign flashpoint three months
before Brazil holds a presidential
election.

Washington imposed the tar-
iff after a year-long investiga-
tion into Brazilian policies that it
argues harm US commerce - an
accusation Brasilia has fiercely
denied.

A range of products including
beef, coffee and certain aircraft
parts will be exempted, however,
a senior US official told reporters
late on Wednesday.

The exclusions also cover some
goods that the United States does
not produce.

Brazil condemned the tariffs
yesterday, promising that “recip-
rocal” measures would be taken.

“There is no justification for
unilateral measures against our
country,” President Luiz Ina-
cio Lula da Silva’s office said in a
statement on X.

Deploring the “lamentable out-
come’} he highlighted that in 2025,
76% of imports originating from
the US entered his country with-
out paying import duties.

US Trade Representative Jamie-
son Greer said Brazil’s “unrea-
sonable” policies have hurt US
commerce by unfairly benefiting
Brazilian producers and “restrict-
ing access to one of the world’s top
export markets”.

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio added that the Brazilian
government had “not negotiated
with the US in good faith”

“Lula has put his own ego ahead
of making a deal for the welfare
of the Brazilian people, and these
tariffs are the price for that,” he
said on X.

The tariff issue has increased
political friction ahead of Brazil’s
October election.

Lula’s main rival is Flavio Bol-
sonaro, son of far-right former
leader Jair Bolsonaro, who is
serving a 27-year sentence for at-
tempting a coup d’etat.

Trump imposed tariffs on Brazil
last year over the trial against his
ally, which the US president de-
scribed as a “witch hunt”.

Most of those duties were later
lifted.

While Jair Bolsonaro’s sons
backed those tariffs during their
father’s trial, Flavio Bolsonaro
urged Washington against impos-
ing the new duties, arguing they
could boost Lula’s electoral cam-
paign.

“Lula is no longer fit to be the
president of Brazil. We are on a
plane without a pilot,” the younger
Bolsonaro said after the fresh du-
ties were announced.

The 44-year-old senator has
fallen in the polls after a financial
scandal and a public feud with his
stepmother, the former first lady
Michelle Bolsonaro.

The tariff outcome “is part of
the plot built with the active col-
laboration of the Bolsonaro fam-
ily”, Lula said yesterday. “They are
false patriots who orchestrated
and publicly defended actions
against our country, driven by
electoral objectives”

The family has denied such al-
legations.

A survey published yesterday,
conducted this week by pollster
Quaest, showed that 42% of re-
spondents said the levies swayed
them to vote for Lula, compared to
27% for Flavio Bolsonaro.

A majority - 63% - said they
thought the tariffs would hurt
them or their family.

The new tariff comes as Trump’s
administration pushes to rebuild

airspace across all 11 US host cities.

Qhe Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)

drones. - Reuters

his economic agenda after the US
) Supreme Court in February struck
down a swath of his global duties.

Kenya poll violence raises fears for 2027 election

AFP
Nairobi

rmed men fired tear gas and attacked
Avoters and journalists during a by-elec-

tion in Kenya yesterday, underlining
the threat of violence during next year’s gen-
eral election.

Kenya has a history of political violence,
and recent months have seen increased use
of armed gangs by politicians, which analysts
fear will only increase as President William
Ruto seeks re-election in August 2027.

The build-up to yesterday’s by-election in
Ol Kalou in central Kenya was marked by al-
legations of voter bribery and clashes between
gangs, some armed with bows and arrows, re-
portedly hired by rival politicians.

Videos posted by local media showed mul-

tiple black SUVs sweeping through the streets
during the vote yesterday, with hooded men
firing tear gas into the air and beating voters at
polling stations.

The Nation Media Group condemned at-
tacks on its journalists at a polling station in
a primary school, saying a cameraman was
tasered and beaten, and another was robbed at
gunpoint.

A journalist for *The Star newspaper said
he was attacked by one group who identified
themselves as police and took his equipment.

Kenyan police had said 1,000 officers were
deployed to keep the peace.

However, Interior Minister Kipchumba
Murkomen appeared to say that police may
have been responsible for some of the vio-
lence.

“These allegations of... persons who are
causing havoc in Ol Kalou must be investi-

gated thoroughly and anyone who is culpable
must be arrested,” Murkomen told journalists.
“Whether they were deployed by the Inspec-
tor General (of police) and went and misbe-
haved they must be dealt with”

The by-election pitted candidates backed
by Ruto and his arch-rival, Rigathi Gachagua,
who was his deputy until he was impeached in
2024.

Gachagua said the violence was “a pilot of
what will happen next year”.

Amnesty International this week de-
nounced the by-election campaign, saying
that it involved “bribery, intimidation, misuse
of public resources, and the involvement of
public officers in partisan campaigns”

It highlighted an attack by “gun-toting
goons” on one campaign vehicle, and said
voters were being bribed with cash handouts,
mattresses, cooking gas, and food items.
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One dead, 24 missing after boat sinks in Indonesia

AFP
Jakarta

passenger boat sank off an
Andonesim island, killing at
east one person and leaving
24 others missing, the local search
and rescue agency said yesterday.
An engine failure caused the
boat to sink as it sailed near Se-
layar, a small island south of the

larger Sulawesi, said the head of
the local search and rescue agen-
cy, Muhammad Arif Anwar.

The crew was unable to repair
the engine, prompting the skipper
to call local authorities requesting
evacuation, he told AFP.

The boat was already partially
sunken when rescuers reached it
on Thursday, according to Arif.

Forty-nine people were res-
cued, one woman was found

dead, and “24 people are still be-
ing searched for” said Arif.

The vessel’s manifest listed 50
people on board, but further veri-
fication revealed there were in fact
74, he added.

It is common in Indonesia for the
number of actual passengers on a
boat to differ from the manifest.

An Indonesian Navy vessel had
been deployed to assist with the
search, which is expected to con-

tinue into the night, Arif said.

Marine accidents are a regu-
lar occurrence in the Southeast
Asian archipelago, due in part to
lax safety standards and inclem-
ent weather.

In January, three Spanish tour-
ists died when their boat sank off
eastern Indonesia, and a 10-year-
old boy was listed as officially
missing after authorities ended
the search.

Blast at Indonesia munitions storage kills soldier: army

AFP
Jakarta

n explosion in a military
A‘rjnunition warehouse on In-
onesia’s Java island killed

one soldier and injured six others

on Thursday, an army spokesman
said, describing it as an accident.
Spokesman Donny Pramono
said soldiers were carrying out
“inspection and maintenance pro-
cedures” at the site in Madiun dis-
trict when the blast occurred.
“One personnel was declared

PNG says it will shut
Taiwan’s rep office

Reuters
Beijing/Taipei

apua New Guinea’s foreign
Pminister said yesterday his
government has decided
to close Taiwan’s representative
office in the country immedi-
ately, winning praise from China,
though the government in Taipei
said the office would remain open.
The Pacific has long been an
area for diplomatic competi-
tion between China and Taiwan,
which Beijing views as its own
territory with no right to the
trappings of a state. The demo-
cratically ruled island rejects
China’s sovereignty claims.
Posting on his Facebook page,
Papua New Guinea Foreign Min-
ister Justin Tkatchenko said the
“physical presence of Chinese
Taipei will no longer be recognised
or required within the jurisdiction
of Papua New Guinea’; using the
name Taiwan uses for certain in-
ternational bodies like Apec.
Tkatchenko said he had told
the Chinese ambassador, Yang
Xiaoguang, this week of the deci-
sion, and that Papua New Guin-
ea viewed this “administrative
alignment” as a vital step towards
elevating ties.
Taiwan’s foreign ministry said

the move had not been discussed
in advance and that it would talk
to the Papua New Guinea govern-
ment.

“Our representative office in
Papua New Guinea will continue
to operate normally and, in ac-
cordance with relevant regula-
tions, safeguard our nation’s
rights and interests and provide
necessary services to our nation-
als,” it said.

The ministry added that it had
contacted “like-minded coun-
tries to seek the international
community’s attention and sup-
port”, without giving details.

China’s foreign ministry said
the move was “highly appreci-
ated” by its government.

The “right decision” to close
Taiwan’s office would “further
consolidate political foundation
for the development of China-
PNG bilateral relations” China’s
embassy in Papua New Guinea
said.

Papua New Guinea very briefly
had diplomatic relations with
Taiwan in 1999.

Taiwan has formal diplomatic
ties with only three Pacific Is-
lands nations - Palau, Tuvalu and
the Marshall Islands - but had
maintained a de facto embassy in
Papua New Guinea. It also has a
similar office in Fiji.

dead, four suffered serious inju-
ries, and two others suffered minor
injuries,” Donny told a televised
news conference, adding that mil-
itary investigators will look into
the incident.

Last year, at least four soldiers
and nine civilians were killed when

Taiwanrejects
PNG decision

Taiwan said yesterday it rejects
Papua New Guinea’s decision

to shut down its representative
office in the South Pacific nation,
as China welcomed the move.
Like many countries, PNG has
formal diplomatic relations with
China, but allows Taiwan to
have a representative office in
the capital Port Moresby.

“The Ministry of Foreign

Affairs expresses its strong
protest against this (decision),
which was taken without prior
consultation with our side,”
Taiwan’s foreign ministry said in
a statement.

“Our representative office in
Papua New Guinea will continue
to operate as normal and,

in accordance with relevant
regulations, safeguard our
national interests and provide
necessary services to our
nationals,” the statement added.
PNG Foreign Minister

Justin Tkatchenko posted

on Facebook yesterday a
statement from his office
announcing the “immediate
cessation of operations” and
“formal closure” of the Taipei
Economic Office.

The statement, dated July 15, said
the decision underscored the
PNG government’s “unwavering
commitment to honouring,
respecting, and upholding Papua
New Guinea’s foundational One-
China Policy”. (AFP)

Senior Chinese, North Korean officials
hold talks in Pyongyang, KCNA reports

Reuters
Seoul

litburo Standing Committee member, held

talks in Pyongyang with Jo Yong Won, a top
official of North Korea’s ruling Workers’ Party, the
North Korean state media KCNA reported yesterday.
The Chinese delegation led by Wang arrived in
Pyongyang on Wednesday, KCNA reported, at the

C hina’s Wang Huning, a Communist Party Po-

invitation of North Korea.

At the meeting, Wang affirmed “the will of the
Chinese party and the government” to implement
the agreement reached between Chinese President
Xi Jinping and North Korean leader Kim Jong-un
during Xi’s visit to Pyongyang, KCNA said. He also
referred to the 65th anniversary of friendship ties be-

tween the two countries, it added.

Jo told Wang that North Korea seeks to develop
strategic communication and tactical cooperation

with Beijing.

The two officials discussed ways to improve public
welfare and to deepen mutual cooperation in busi-
ness, culture and the ruling parties of the two coun-
tries, KCNA said, without elaborating.

Earlier this month, North Korean Premier Pak
Thae Song met with Xi in Beijing during his visit for

Wang Huning shakes hands with Jo Yong Won in
Pyongyang, on Wednesday. (Reuters)

an event marking the 65th anniversary of the neigh-
bours’ friendship treaty.

Xi urged the two allies to maintain “strategic re-

with Kim.

solve” amid a turbulent global environment and to
speed up implementation of agreements he reached

The Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual
Assistance, signed on July 11, 1961, remains China’s
only active mutual defence pact.

Indonesian troops attempted to
dispose of rejected munitions by
detonating them in a pit.

In 2024, multiple explosions
ripped through a military ammu-
nition warehouse on the outskirts
of Jakarta, forcing evacuations but
causing no casualties.

Japan PM approval rating
below 50% for first time

pproval ratings for Japanese
APrime Minister Sanae Takai-

chi’s conservative govern-
ment dipped below 50% for the first |
time since coming to power in Octo-
ber in a poll published yesterday.

The Jiji Press survey put backing
for Takaichi’s cabinet at 49%, with
the sharpest drop among voters in
their 60s, whose support went from
63.7% last month to 39.9%.

While supporters still cited the
leadership and trustworthiness of Ja-
pan’s first woman prime minister, top reasons for disapproval included
“cannot hope for much” and “poor policies”. In February, Takaichi further
cemented her power base with a resounding victory in lower house snap
elections, in part buoyed by her popularity among young voters charmed
by her diplomatic savvy, relatability and the change she symbolised.

But at the same time, her suggestion in November that Tokyo could
intervene militarily in any attack on self-ruled Taiwan has hit Japan'’s
ties with China, which sees the island as its territory.

And earlier this month a group of nearly 150 Japanese academics pe-
titioned lawmakers over her push for a bill that criminalises the des-
ecration of Japan’s national flag. Also helping Takaichi has been a slow-
down in inflation in recent months, after sharp price rises contributed
to the downfall of her two predecessors in quick succession. (AFP)

Sanae Takaichi. (AFP)

Over 500 feared dead
after refugee boats

sink off Myanmar: UN

“These journeys took place outside the
regular sailing season, when maritime
conditions are typically more hazardous”

wo boats carrying more

I than 500 people may have

capsized off Myanmar’s

coast in recent days, UN agencies

said yesterday, as refugees from

the war-torn country make peril-

ous maritime journeys in search
of safety and better lives.

The two vessels left Myanmar’s
Rakhine State in late June carry-
ing mostly ethnic minority Ro-
hingya passengers, reportedly in-
cluding some from refugee camps
in Bangladesh, the International
Organisation for Migration (IOM)
and the UN'’s refugee agency said
in a joint statement, citing pre-
liminary information.

More than 500 were feared
dead, it said.

“While the incidents and cas-
ualty figures have yet to be of-
ficially confirmed, UNHCR and
IOM are gravely concerned by the
potentially devastating loss of
life” Driven away by violence at
home and desperate conditions in
crowded refugee camps in Bangla-
desh, Myanmar’s long-persecuted
Rohingya Muslim minority have
for years risked their lives on flim-

sy wooden vessels, hoping toreach
safety and the opportunity of live-
lihoods in countries like Malaysia,
Indonesia and Thailand.

Nearly 900 Rohingya refugees
died or went missing in the An-
daman Sea and Bay of Bengal last
year, making it the world’s deadli-
est maritime route for refugees and
migrants, according to the UN.

In the latest incidents, the first
boat, with about 250 people on
board, lost contact shortly after
departure and a second vessel
carrying about 280 people was
believed to have sunk off Myan-
mar’s Irrawaddy coast on July 8,
the UN agencies said.

“These journeys took place
outside the regular sailing sea-
son, when maritime conditions
are typically more hazardous,”
the statement said.

The Rohingya exodus from Ra-
khine started in 2017 after the My-
anmar military launched an offen-

sive in the border province, leading
to at least 730,000 seeking shelter
in neighbouring Bangladesh.

While Myanmar denies com-
mitting abuses against the Ro-
hingya, it refuses to recognise
them as citizens, claiming the
minority group are illegal im-
migrants. Their plight has been
worsened by a 2021 military coup
in Myanmar, which led to a wide-
spread civil war that has included
Rakhine, with its Rohingya popu-
lation caught in the crossfire be-
tween government troops and the
rebel Arakan Army.

UNHCR and IOM said nearly
300 people are reported to be miss-
ing or dead in the Andaman Sea and
Bay of Bengal this year, including
Rohingyarefugees and Bangladeshi
nationals. In November, aboat car-
rying members of Rohingya com-
munity sank off Langkawi near the
Thailand-Malaysia border, with
about a dozen survivors. (Reuters)

Asean envoy says to engage all Myanmar
stakeholders at Manila meeting next week

Reuters
Manila

sean’s special envoy on
AMya.nmar will keep talk-
ing to all stakeholders in
the war-torn country, including
armed rebel groups, the Philip-
pines said on Thursday as it pre-
pares to host a meeting of Asean
foreign ministers next week.
Manila, this year’s Asean chair,
is expecting US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi and Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
to attend next week’s summit,
along with ministers from Japan,
Australia, Canada and the United
Kingdom.
Myanmar is expected to be
among the key issues at the talks in
the Philippine capital, along with

Asean’s planned code of conduct
for the South China Sea against a
backdrop of geopolitical tensions
in the Indo-Pacific and the disrup-
tion to global trade and markets
caused by the Iran war. Last week-
end, Asean foreign ministers held
informal talks with Myanmar’s
foreign minister in Bangkok, the
first such face-to-face talks since
the 2021 coup in Myanmar that
led to Asean barring the country’s
leaders from its meetings.
Philippine Foreign Secretary Ma.
Theresa Lazaro, whois Asean’s spe-
cial envoy on Myanmar, also held
talks with rebel groups, representa-
tives of the National Unity Govern-
ment (NUG) and other stakehold-
ers, and will brief her counterparts
on the discussions next week.
Foreign Affairs spokesperson
Dominic Xavier Imperial said La-
zaro’s talks with the armed groups

were “candid” and “productive’;
noting they would be important in
any dialogue on Myanmar’s future.

“We are not limiting these en-
gagements to certain groups, but
it’s actually an open invitation
to be able to engage with every-
one” he added. The Asean sum-
mit comes shortly after the 10th
anniversary of a landmark 2016
arbitral ruling that invalidated the
legal basis of China’s sweeping
South China Sea claims, a decision
Beijing rejects. Imperial said Asean
and China remained committed to
negotiating a “substantive and ef-
fective” code of conduct and ex-
pressed confidence that progress
toward concluding talks could still
be achieved this year.

“We see the commitment
from all parties to really come up
with a substantive and effective
COC/ he said.

Protecting the protectors: racing to save Philippine mangroves

AFP
Masbate

waters, environmental-

ist Andrea Pimentel guides
workers as they drive bamboo poles
into the seabed to block sediment
from choking the tidal channel
sustaining a mangrove forest.

Mangroves are a key natural
defence against storm surges and
coastal erosion in the Philippines,
which is hit by around 20 ty-
phoons each year.

But the country has lost over
60 percent of its mangrove cov-
er since 1918, government data
shows, and increasingly powerful
storms are threatening what re-
mains by stirring up sediment that
clogs water channels and suffo-
cates mangroves at the roots.

“Our typhoons are becoming

S tanding knee-deep in coastal

frequent and getting stronger,’
said Pimentel, project manager
for environmental organisation
WWE-Philippines.

“Even (if) mangroves are re-
silient, they can also be affected,
and eventually they could die,” she
added, shortly before heading by
boat to a mangrove site in Masbate
province’s Batuan town.

Pimentel works with local com-
munities to rehabilitate mangroves
across 245 hectares, including a
two-hectare stretch where repeat -
ed typhoons have left bare patches
in a once-dense forest.

Park ranger Bernard Almogera,
who fished at the site with his father
decades ago, has witnessed the man-
groves deteriorate over the years.

“Some of them were snapped
off, others like this one were up-
rooted,” the 58-year-old told AFP,
pointing to a tree with branches
broken by previous storms.

Sweating under the morning
sun, men hauled bamboo across
the exposed mudflat while Al-
mogera knelt nearby, cutting the
stalks into 1.5m poles before driv-
ing them deep into the seabed
with a heavier bamboo pole.

The fence they were building is
intended to slow incoming waves
so suspended sediment settles
before reaching the tidal chan-
nel carrying seawater through the
mangrove forest.

If the channel becomes clogged,
water stagnates and the mangrove’s
roots are deprived of oxygen, even-
tually suffocating and killing them.

“We’'re really scared, because
if the mangroves disappear and
a strong typhoon comes, our
houses will surely be knocked
down,” Almogera said.

“There’ll be nothing left to pro-
tectus”

Scientists warn that while bam-

“Even (if) mangroves are
resilient, they can alsobe
affected, and eventually
they could die”

boo fences are a cheap way to pro-
tect mangroves, they can rot within
three years, unlike more expensive
permeable concrete designs, leav-
ing debris that may affect the trees
they are meant to shield.

But they remain a quick, afford-
able way to protect mangroves in
one of the world’s most climate-
vulnerable countries.

And the urgency is growing.
Warming waters caused by cli-
mate change can produce stronger
tropical storms.

The world’s oceans experienced
their hottest June on record, and
could reach new highs in coming
months as a strong E1 Nino weath-
er pattern takes hold.

Pimentel said mangroves need

immediate protection and rehabili-
tation, even if bamboo fences must
be replaced before they deteriorate.

“If we don’t act now, our man-
groves will be vulnerable to cli-
mate change,” she said.

The urgency extends beyond
Masbate province.

A 2024 study by the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of
Nature found that half the world’s
mangrove ecosystems are at risk
of collapse due to climate change,
rising sea levels and human activ-
ity, with about a quarter poten-
tially submerged by 2050 without
proper conservation.

The Philippines suffered the
second-highest mangrove losses,
according to a 2023 survey of 10
Southeast Asian countries led by
Filipino scientist Severino Salmo,
with climate change impacts and
the conversion of mangrove sites
to seafood ponds largely to blame.

“It will be more difficult (for the
mangroves) to adjust now because
of the massive losses in the past;”
Salmo, who has been studying
mangroves in the archipelago for
more than three decades, told AFP.

Salmo warned they will only
“decline more” in the coming years
without proper restoration projects
and better government policies.

“It’s disappointing that we keep
losing mangroves given how im-
portant they are,” he said.

“For now, (the best response)
should be to conserve whatever
isleft”

As workers continued assem-
bling the bamboo fence, Pimen-
tel looked around the forest and
pointed to trees whose once grey-
brown roots had turned charcoal
black due to suffocation.

“Mangroves have always pro-
tected us from typhoons,” she said.

“It’s time we protect them too.”
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British hackers jailed for London transport cyberattack

AFP
London

UK court yesterday jailed
Atwo young men for a 2024

cyberattack on London’s
public transport operator that ex-
posed the details of millions of
customers, in one of Britain’s big-
gest data breaches.

Thalha Jubair, 20, from east
London, and 18-year-old Owen
Flowers from England’s West Mid-
lands were each handed five-and-
a-half-year sentences at London’s
Woolwich Crown Court.

The pair pleaded guilty last
month to hacking Transport for
London’s (TfL) network between
August 31 and September 3 2024,
gaining access to around seven mn
customers’ names and contacts.

Sentencing the men, judge Mark
Turner said their actions had
caused “very serious” disruption
and were motivated primarily by
“selfish bravado”

The attack did not affect
transport on TfL’s networks but
knocked its services offline for
three months, costing the organi-
sation around £25mn ($33mn), ac-
cording to the judge.

TfL, which had toreset the pass-
words of some 27,000 employees,
estimated the attack cost £29mn
in damages and £10mn in lost in-
come.

With the level of control they
achieved over multiple days in the
system, prosecutors said the Brit-
ish pair “could have shut down
TfL completely” and potentially
caused “catastrophic damage”.

Both men were linked to Scat-
tered Spider, an online criminal
collective believed to be behind
a string of high-profile cyberat-
tacks, including on British retailers
Marks & Spencer and the Co-op.

Arrested in September 2025 fol-
lowing a National Crime Agency
(NCA) investigation, the pair were
described by prosecutors as “expe-
rienced and talented” hackers who
had been known to police for years.

Flowers also admitted to two
counts of hacking into US-based
organisations, Sutter Health and
SSM Health Care Corp

When the NCA raided Flowers’
home on September 6 2024 as part
of their TfL investigation, they
found him actively carrying out
those attacks.

Jubair had previously been con-
victed as a juvenile over cyber-

attacks targeting US chipmaker
Nvidia and admitted hacking the
City of London Police force.

The pair gained access to the
transport network using TfL em-
ployee credentials found on “rus-
sianmarket”, a dark web market-
place for stolen logins, prosecutor
Mark Fenhalls told the court on
Wednesday.

They worked for 16 straight
hours and throughout the night,
communicating via messaging app
Telegram, to breach the system af-
ter convincing the helpdesk to re-
set an employee password.

During the intrusion, the teen-
agers searched the network for the
travel histories of celebrities and
tried to access customers’ pay-
ment information.

After gaining more privileges
in the system over several days,
the hackers effectively held “the
keys to the kingdom”} giving them
“control over the whole network?”,
Fenhalls said.

During the intrusion, Flowers
told Jubair that “the government
deserves to be hacked” the court
heard, as TfL and authorities, who
discovered the attack on Septem-
ber 1, 2024, took days to regain
control of the network.

Starmer given Order of
Freedom medal in final
Ukraine trip as premier

AFP
Kyiv

kraine awarded Britain’s Keir

l | Starmer its “Order of Free-

dom” honour yesterday as

the outgoing prime minister made
his final visit to the capital, Kyiv.

Starmer is set to depart Down-
ing Street on Monday and be re-
placed by former Greater Man-
chester Mayor Andy Burnham,
who only became an MP again last
month.

“Britain has always been, and
remains, with Ukraine, and we
value this immensely,” Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Zelensky
told Starmer at a press conference
in Kyiv.

“I want to thank you personally
and wish you good luck,” he said.

Starmer thanked Zelensky and
pledged continued support for
Kyiv, saying that even though he
was leaving, Britain’s support for
Ukraine “will never change.”

“Your fight is our fight. Your
security is our security. And the
United Kingdom will not waver,”
he said.

Two of Starmer’s Conservative
party predecessors as prime min-
ister, Boris Johnson and Rishi Su-
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Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky presents Britain’s Prime
Minister Keir Starmer with The Order of Freedom award at a joint press
conference during Starmer’s last visit to Ukraine before leaving office, in
the gardens of the Presidential Palace in Kyiv yesterday. (AFP)

nak, have previously been awarded
the Order of Freedom.

Burnham will become leader of
the ruling Labour party today be-
fore taking over as prime minister
on Monday after meeting head of
state King Charles III.

He will be the UK’s fifth leader
since Russia invaded its neighbour
in February 2022.

Starmer announced his resig-
nation on June 22 after losing the
confidence of Labour lawmakers,
following several domestic policy
U-turns that impacted his popu-

larity and regional elections that
badly bruised his party.

Heisheld in high regard by many
foreign leaders though, including
for his work on Ukraine and com-
mitment to Nato.

Starmer, along with French
President Emmanuel Macron,
helped lead efforts to establish a
peacekeeping force aimed at de-
terring Russia in the event of a
peace deal.

On Monday, Britain joined the
European Union’s 90-billion-euro
($103bn) support loan for Ukraine.

Strong earthquake rattles NZ2’s South Island

A magnitude 5.9 earthquake
struck near the town of Te Anau
in New Zealand’s South Island,
shaking buildings and prompting
authorities to briefly issue a
tsunami warning.

The earthquake’s epicentre was
about 40km (25 miles) north of

Te Anau, which is the gateway to

the tourist hotspot of Fiordland,
according to New Zealand’s National
Emergency Management Agency
(NEMA). There were no immediate
reports of injuries or damage.

The quake struck at 9:14pm local
time (0914 GMT). Authorities
initially assessed its strength at
magnitude 6.3, with NEMA issuing a

tsunami warning and urging people
in coastal areas to evacuate.

It later downgraded the warning

to an advisory after the magnitude
was revised to 5.9, before cancelling
it altogether, saying the threat had
passed after no tsunami signals
were detected for two hours
following the quake. (Reuters)

The NCA'’s cybercrime boss Paul
Foster said the conviction marked
“the largest criminal prosecution
of cyber offenders in UK history”.

Scattered Spider is “respon-
sible for some of the most seri-
ous and damaging cyber attacks
affecting the UK and countries
around the world,” he said in
comments made outside the
court Wednesday.

“As a result of this investiga-
tion, that threat has been signifi-
cantly disrupted and degraded,” he
added.

Jubair began hacking as a child,
teaching himself to code when he
was 10 before attracting the atten-
tion of older cybercriminals by age
14, the court heard.

His lawyer, Paul Keleher, told
the court he had been groomed and
exploited by online criminals while
under 18 to conduct cyberattacks
globally.

Judge Turner said the TfL attack
showed he had moved from being
exploited to becoming a perpetra-
tor himself.

While remanded in -custody,
Flowers managed to gain access to
online tools to attempt to hack into
multiple international government
domains.

India ask its seafarers not
to take Hormuz voyages

Reuters
New Delhi

ers, ship managers and re-

cruitment companies not
to deploy the country’s seafar-
ers on vessels undertaking trips
through the Strait of Hormuz
amid renewed fighting in the
region.

India is the world’s third-
largest supplier of seafarers,
with more than 300,000 sailors
working across global shipping
fleets, according to government
data.

“No deployment of Indian
seafarers on vessels undertak-
ing voyages involving passage
through the Strait of Hormuz
until further orders,” the Direc-
torate General of Shipping said
in an order issued late Wednes-
day.

Two Indian seafarers have
been killed in attacks on vessels
in the region over the last three
days, as tensions escalate in the
Middle East, and multiple peo-

India has ordered shipown-

ple died previously, according to
government data.

Recent attacks on vessels have
increased the risks faced by sea-
farers and commercial ships op-
erating in the conflict-affected
area “significantly’; the shipping
regulator said.

“In view of the heightened
security situation in the Persian
Gulf region ... the Directorate
considers it necessary to adopt
enhanced precautionary meas-
ures to safeguard the interests
of Indian seafarers serving on
board ships operating in the re-
gion,” the order said.

It also directed masters of the
vessels to ensure that they are
sufficiently vigilant about the
security situation in the Persian
Gulf, the Strait of Hormuz and
adjoining waters, and called for
continuous monitoring of navi-
gational warnings.

More than 15,000 Indian sea-
farers are still stranded on the
west of the Strait of Hormuz,
said Manoj Yadav, general sec-
retary of the Forward Seamen’s
Union of India.

Fears grow for activist’s life
after 18 days of hunger strike

AFP
New Delhi

New Delhi court ordered
government doctors yes-

terday to monitor activist
Sonam Wangchuk’s health daily,
as supporters fear for his life af-
ter nearly three weeks of hunger
strike to protest India’s examina-
tion system.

Wangchuk, 59, has been fast-
ing since June 28, demanding the
resignation of Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan over

alleged irregularities in medical

entrance, and other reforms.
Angry students from across In-
dia have joined protests in recent
weeks organised by the satiri-
cal Cockroach Janta Party online
movement, with many saying re-

peated paper leaks have left them

with little faith in the system.
Wangchuk, resting on a stage
in New Delhi’s well-known pro-

test site Jantar Mantar, appeared
frail and weak yesterday as he
waved to supporters.

Following a petition, the Delhi
High Court ordered yesterday
that “whatever medical inter-
vention is needed to save Sonam
Wangchuk’s life should be done”.

The “life of any citizen is pre-
cious” the court said.

The petition filed this week by
activist lawyer Rakesh Kumar
Saini warned that Wangchuk
may not survive for long if he did
not break his fast.

Some of Wangchuk’s support-
ers and members of the protest
movement have asked him to
end his hunger strike. An engi-
neer by training, Wangchuk is
best known for pioneering wa-
ter conservation projects in the
Himalayas.

He received the prestigious
Ramon Magsaysay Award in 2018
for his environmental work and
contributions to reforming local

school system in the Himalayan
territory of Ladakh.

A group of about a dozen stu-
dents have also been on a hunger
strike alongside Wangchuk, in-
cluding Bahadur Singh from the
northern state of Uttar Pradesh.

“I am not fasting for myself.
This is about every student who
has lost hope in the system,’
Singh, 29, told AFP.

Last month, some 2.2mn as-
piring medical students sat for
a re-examination under tight
security, after the previous test
was scrapped following a paper
leak that triggered widespread
outrage.

The failure of the hugely com-
petitive exam, along with a sepa-
rate marking fiasco in high school
tests, sparked an outcry and
fuelled youth protests.

Several members of opposition
parties have voiced their support
to Wangchuk and the student ac-
tivists.

Bangladesh police arrests fugitive
suspect in ex-president’s murder

AFP
Dhaka

since 1981 after president Ziaur Rahman was assas-
sinated. We detained him today,” Md Shafiqul Islam,

angladesh police arrested yesterday a retired
military officer accused of involvement in the
assassination of former president Ziaur Rah-

man more than four decades ago, a senior official said.
Ziaur Rahman, a war hero who went on to become
president, was killed in 1981 during a military coup.
Following his assassination, a martial law court
convicted 18 military officers of murdering him, al-
though the defence argued they had not been given

a fair trial.

Thirteen of them were then executed by hanging.

One of the alleged assassins, Md Mozaffar Hos-
sain, went into hiding immediately after Rahman
was killed. Authorities had offered a reward of
$2,000 for information leading to Hossain’s arrest,
and yesterday he was taken into custody.

“Md Mozaffar Hossain had remained a fugitive

chief of the police’s Detective Branch, told AFP.

“During interrogation, he explained his role in

ed in Dhaka.

Islam said.

the assassination to us.” Islam added.
Police arrested the suspect shortly after he land-

“Hossain left Bangladesh immediately after the
coup attempt and had remained abroad ever since,”

Rahman, whose son Tarique Rahman is now the
country’s prime minister, became president in 1977
following the assassination of Bangladesh’s found-

ing president Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

His four-year presidency was marked by dozens
of coup attempts.

The circumstances surrounding Rahman’s assas-
sination have remained shrouded in mystery.

He was killed while on a visit to Chattogram,
where he had gone to resolve a crisis within his
newly formed political party.

Burnham faces ‘harder test’ to mirror Manchester’s revival

AFP
Manchester

hen Andy Burnham left
Britain’s parliament in
2017 to become Greater

Manchester’s first elected mayor,
few would have predicted his re-
turn within a decade to be prime
minister.

A government minister in the
2000s who twice lost centre-left
Labour Party leadership contests,
Burnham, 56, found political reju-
venation and the perfect spring-
board for his ambition in the thriv-
ing northwest English city-region.

“He played a good hand well,”
Henri Murison, chief executive at
The Northern Powerhouse Part-
nership think tank, said of Burn-
ham’s mayoral tenure.

“The question is... how does he
play a bad one?” he asked, refer-
ring to Britain’s gloomier national
picture of high debt, squeezed fi-
nances, sluggish growth and poor
productivity.

Today, Burnham will vanquish
the ghosts of his past to become
ruling Labour’s new leader. He will
replace outgoing Prime Minister

Keir Starmer at 10 Downing Street
on Monday.

He has vowed to devolve pow-
ers to other cities and create a “No.
10 North” based in Manchester to
ensure regions outside the British
capital are not neglected.

But Burnham’s apparent bid to
emulate Manchester’s decades-
spanning transformation from
post-industrial wasteland to eco-
nomic success story may not sur-
vive contact with Britain’s rigid
national governing culture.

“This is aharder test than he had
in Greater Manchester;” said Muri-
son.

Some question whether Burn-
ham even played a meaningful role
in the city-region’s revival, and
has the skillset to deliver seismic
change.

Greater Manchester — home to
three mn people — is several dec-
ades into a long-term project to
boost public and private sector in-
vestment through entrepreneurial
local governance and various data-
led strategies, collaborations and
innovations.

Home to two world-famous
football teams, five major higher
education institutions and a highly

profitable airport part-owned by
the regional government, its bur-
geoning skyline is testament to
its turnaround under so-called
“Manchesterism”.

Under 2016 reforms that created
the mayoralty, Burnham headed
the Greater Manchester Combined
Authority but shared power in de-
volved policy areas like transport
with the elected leaders of the
city-region’s 10 boroughs.

That meant he was mostly just
“one of 11 votes” and more like
“the captain of a football team,’

A general view 6f Underbanks in Stockport, Manchester. (Reuters)

noted journalist and author Andy
Spinoza, whose 2023 book “Man-
chester Unspun” charts its 40-
year resurrection.

“He’s had to be collaborative,
and people talk about that as being
his superpower when really, it's a
basic prerequisite of the job.”

Less than 1,000 people lived in
the city centre in the early 1990s,
compared to more than 100,000
now, explained Philip McCann,
professor at the Manchester-based
Productivity Institute.

“Walk around... the changes are

phenomenal,” he told AFP.

With Manchester, he and oth-
ers credit the “visionary leader-
ship” of Howard Bernstein, the city
council’s unelected chief executive
from 1998 to 2017, and Richard
Leese, its elected leader for 25 years
from 1996.

McCann argued Burnham has
been “both a custodian and an ac-
celerant” of their agenda.

Working in Greater Manchester
required power-sharing and “long-
term thinking’; Leese told AFP.

“That’s not the way that West-
minster works,” he added.

“But not only did he learn a new
way of working, he now wants to
take that new way of working and
try and apply that to a central gov-
ernment that’s frankly been dys-
functional for decades”

For Spinoza and others, Burn-
ham’s achievements have been
overstated.

“The part that he’s played is
both being in the right place at the
right time,” he said. “He’s an agile
politician who’s seen this oppor-
tunity and Manchester’s given it
to him”

Burnham’s most visible policy
success was bringing the previ-

ously fragmented, privately run
bus system back under public con-
trol within an integrated transport
network.

He is also credited with trying
to broaden economic activity geo-
graphically.

“His political skill has created
this kind of momentum and legiti-
macy around a Greater Manchester
idea;” Joshi Herrmann, founder of
local journalism start-up Mill Me-
dia, told AFP.

However, Burnham took office
vowing to end rough sleeping in
the city by 2020 and failed.

Matthew Johnson, homeless
charity Lifeshare’s chairman,
lauded him for raising the prob-
lem’s profile and showing “genu-
ine care”

But he noted “homelessness re-
mains a huge issue” and views the
failure as symbolic of something
bigger.

“We dreamt of becoming like
London, and that’s what we’ve
managed to do — we've created a
more unequal city space”

Burnham endured other set-
backs, including attempting to im-
pose aclean air zone on drivers that
ended up a costly failure.
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Caution against apathy

11 praise be to Allah The
AAlmighty, Who created

and proportioned, Who
destined and guided; and may
prayers and peace be upon the
Prophet of guidance, sallallaahu
‘alaihi wa sallam, and those who
are guided by him.

Success is the goal of those
who work hard; and, Allah The
Almighty has made it contingent
on purifying, disciplining and
refining the soul, as He Says
(what means):

{He has certainly succeeded
who purifies himself.} [Qur’an
87:14]

{He has succeeded who puri-
fies it, and he has failed who
instills it [with corruption].}
[Qur’an 91:9-10]

Furthermore, Allah The
Almighty sent His Prophet, sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam (may
Allah exalt his mention), as a
teacher and a mentor, as He Says
(what means): {It is He Who
Has Sent among the unlettered
a Messenger from themselves
reciting to them His verses and
purifying them and teaching
them the Book and wisdom
- - although they were before
in clear error.} [Qur’an 62:2]
Hence, the Prophet, sallallaahu
‘alaihi wa sallam, was careful to
elevate and cleanse the souls of
his Companions, may Allah be
pleased with them.

And such is the practice of
all those who seek to draw close
to Allah The Almighty. The
Prophets, may Allah exalt their
mention, and their followers,
all reformed and purified their
souls. The Prophet, sallallaahu
‘alaihi wa sallam, endured much
hardship in calling his people
to Allah The Almighty. Every
night, he used to stand before
his Lord, bowing and pros-
trating, supplicating to Him
and seeking His help, in full
submission and humility to Him.
And so, for an entire year, this
practice became obligatory on
all Muslims because of its great
effect in reforming their hearts,
motivating them and keeping
them steadfast. Therefore, even
today, though it is no longer
mandatory, praying at night is
indispensable.

Thus, all Muslims, particu-
larly those who seek religious
knowledge and those who call
others to Allah The Almighty,
are required to prioritise the
reform and discipline of their
souls, maintain their relation-
ship with Allah The Almighty
and take care of their manners
toward others. This should be
the starting point for inviting
other people toward the faith
and rectifying them.

Purification, beautification
and striving

Among the most important
guidelines in reforming the soul,

Causes and treatment of apathy

is to purify it from following
its desires, which bring about
countless diseases. Since the
source of an illness can only be
treated by countering its effects,
the heart can be cured by acting
in a way that contradicts one’s
whims. Allah The Almighty
concisely mentioned this, when
He Said (what means), {But as
for he who feared the position
of his Lord and prevented the
soul from [unlawful] inclination,
Then indeed, Paradise will be
[his] refuge.} [Qur’an 79:40-41]

The other requisite to the
rectification of the self, is to
truly struggle for it, to be among
those Allah The Almighty
mentions, when He Says (what
means): {And those who strive
for Us -- We will surely guide
them to Our ways. And indeed,
Allah is with the doers of good.}
[Qur’an 29:69] An important as-
pect of striving is to be resolute;
so, when one forsakes a certain
desire and Allah The Almighty
tests him or her by facilitating
its causes, he or she must be
patient and determined. Oth-
erwise, if the soul is irresolute,
it will become accustomed to
being that way and be prone to
corruption.

The third step in reform-
ing the soul is to beautify it, by
instructing it to do righteous
deeds until it gets used to them
and doing them becomes an
inherent characteristic. The

=

Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa
sallam, said: “Knowledge and
forbearance are obtained by
training for, and perseverance
in attaining, them. The one who
earnestly seeks goodness will
be granted it and the one who
avoids evil, will be protected
against it” There is no doubt
that one’s deeds have a correla-
tion to the heart. Every quality
that is in the heart is reflected on
one’s body; equally, every deed
that is performed by the limbs,
influences the heart. This is
only one aspect that showcases
the wonderful link between the
heart and the body.

When the soul is purified from
following its base desires and is
beautified by its righteous deeds
and virtues, a person is required
to then shift his or her focus to
the manner of his or her per-
formance of religious duties and
favourable acts, and refraining
from prohibitions and disliked
deeds.

Thus, even when a person is
doing what is permissible, it is
essential to ensure having a pure
intention, because laziness and
negligence are part of human
nature. The Prophet, sallallaahu
‘alaihi wa sallam, said: “Every
act of worship and obedience
witnesses a primary surge fol-
lowed by a state of slackness.

A person who remains within
the boundaries of my Sunnah,
even at times of slackness, will

prosper. Otherwise, he [or she]
would be on the path towards
ruin.”

In his book, Madaarij As-
Saalikeen, Ibn Al-Qayyim,
may Allah have mercy upon
him, said: “It is inevitable that
worshippers become dispas-
sionate. Yet, even during such a
phase, if a man adheres to what
is right and remains steadfast
without neglecting obligations
or committing unlawful acts, he
is expected to eventually return
to a state that is perhaps even
better than his former one.”

Degrees of apathy

Based on the above, it is inevi-
table that everyone will experi-
ence a period of listlessness and
apathy. However, it may be of
either of these types:

1. General: this impacts all
acts of worship and instills an
intense dislike toward them; it is
the most dangerous kind and is a
state of the hypocrites.

2. Specific: this is charac-
terised by a sense of lassitude
regarding certain acts of obedi-
ence, along with undesirability,
but not hatred; such is what
many immoral Muslims are
mired in.

3. Physical: sometimes,
there is a desire to perform good
deeds, but there is a feeling of
weariness and disinterest; and
this is how many Muslims are.
The danger here lies in the fact

that one’s time passes by, and
his or her life is wasted without
having done anything beneficial.
What is even more dangerous

is if he or she deteriorates to

a worse level and ends up be-
ing like the hypocrites in their
neglect of obligations and other
good deeds.

Hence, even the Prophet, sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, used
to seek refuge with Allah The Al-
mighty from weakness and lazi-
ness every morning and evening,
and teach his Companions to
do the same. Moreover, when
the believers were slow in their
response to the call for Jihad
(fighting or struggling), Allah
The Almighty reproached them
for it and urged them to race
each other and hasten in doing
righteous deeds, and motivated
them by describing the reward of
such forerunners in faith.

Apathy and the caller to Islam

Listlessness is a disease that
afflicts everyone, regardless of
their degrees of faith. However,
it is particularly alarming if it
affects the callers to Allah The
Almighty and those who seek
knowledge. Therefore, it is nec-
essary to evade it by all means
and immediately treat it if one
does fall prey to it.

Since prevention is better
than cure, one should make a
habit of being attentive so as to
steer clear of any symptoms of

apathy that may gradually lead
to ruin. If that happens, the
remedy and cure would be very
difficult. The diseases of the
heart are like a plant, easy to up-
root in its early stages; however,
if it grows and becomes firm in
the earth, removing it requires
strong men and tools.

Moreover, an ill heart presents
with simple symptoms, but,
if left untreated, will choke a
person in its grip and turn into a
chronic and incurable problem.
Therefore, as callers to Allah The
Almighty, we are required to ex-
amine ourselves and ponder our
condition. If there is any sign
of apathy, we are immediately
obliged to look for the cause and
seek treatment.

Aspects of apathy

Apathy manifests itself in
many ways, some of which are as
follows:
o Sense of lethargy and disin-
terest in performing acts of
obedience
Neglecting Thikr (remem-
brance of Allah The Almighty)
and recitation of the Qur’an
Hardness of the heart, such
that it is not moved by
Qur’anic verses or sermons
Indifference toward commit -
ting acts of disobedience and
letting that become a habit
o Lack of responsibility and
realisation of being entrusted
with a great trust
Lack of eagerness in perform-
ing Da’wah (propagation to
Islam)
Weakness of the bonds of
brotherhood among those who
should love each other for the
sake of Allah The Almighty
¢ Anintense concern with this
worldly life and indulging
oneself in its pleasures at the
expense of doing righteous
deeds
Idle talk, increasingly engag-
ing in disputes and self-praise
o Creating problems
o Bothering oneself with petty
issues and neglecting seri-
ous and beneficial work that
serves the Ummah
Weakness of faith and an
indifference toward violations
of the commands of Allah The
Almighty
Wasting time
Exhibiting no readiness to
handle responsibility and
avoiding serious work, instead
indulging in actions with no
objectives
o Demonstrating a chaotic de-
meanour in one’s work
Criticising every positive act
o Postponing good deeds
o Possessing excessive wishes

Article source: http: /www.
islamweb.net/emainpage/
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in importance. Some of them are: insincerity
in performing deeds, ostentation, and alack of

religious knowledge that makes one ignorant of the

reward of deeds and the virtues of patience. Also,

being attached to this worldly life and forgetting the

Hereafter, perhaps because of obeying or being oc-

cupied with one’s spouse and children, causes one

to neglect many acts of obedience, and if one is not

alert, to misunderstand religion itself. This may seem

a strange possibility, but what is even more bizarre is

for one to understand the nature of this religion and

taste the sweetness of faith, and then stop working

for its development. Additionally, other causes in-

clude: committing sins and evil deeds and consum-

ing money procured through unlawful or doubtful

means.
As for why those who call others to Islam fall prey

to apathy, the reasons are numerous:

¢ Being unclear of one’s goals behind his or her
propagation, which should be: seeking the satis-
faction of Allah The Almighty, liberating people
from slavery to any entity other than the Lord of
the worlds and establishing the religion of Allah
on earth.

o Weakness of belief in the goal or the means em-
ployed in Da’wah.

o Extremism that drives one to despair and aban-
doning his or her work

¢ Apprehension because of the many impediments
and obstacles in the path of Da’wah and the
preacher, which Allah The Almighty has tested all
previous callers to Islam with.

o Independence and reclusiveness that leads to
misery and boredom.

o Adopting limited methods of propagation and
not considering new means that may assist in
conveying the message to people and at the same
time, retain the principles of Da’wah and its spirit.
For example, people may avoid a variation in the
modes of address, whereas everyone should be
spoken to in a manner that suits their level of in-
tellect and the medium they prefer: audio or print,
or other forms. Likewise, there is sometimes no
variation in the method of delivering lectures of
knowledge and the Qur’an, in terms of place and
means.

o Forgetting the persistent enmity of Satan.

There are many causes of apathy and they vary

o Being heedless of the challenge the disbelievers
present for Muslims and that they utilise every
means to turn us away from our religion and con-
trive plots against us.

o Theillusions and whispers of the devil that sow
fear and cast doubts in the heart of the caller
about the soundness of the way that he or she is
following.

In addition to the aforesaid causes, there are
diseases of the heart: envy, suspicions about others,
hatred, love of fame, arrogance and negligence in
performing acts of worship, such as the daily prayers
and Thikr (remembrance of Allah The Almighty).
Also, apathy may stem from believing victory is out of
reach, always expecting immediate results, having a
lack of stability because there is no sense of direction,
leaving work uncompleted and moving on to some-
thing else, looking at those lesser in terms of knowl-
edge and worship, thereby undermining the morale,
and socialising with those who seek this worldly life,
thus being negatively influenced by them.

Indeed, only those whom Allah The Almighty
protects, are saved from that and from being
overcome by apathy when treating one’s state of
indifference.

Treatment of apathy
Allah The Almighty provided a remedy for every

disease, apathy being one of the severest spiritual

kind. When left unnoticed, it leads an inflicted per-
son toward deviation and may very well cause his or
her ultimate destruction. Hence, treatment is very
important, by utilising every means that prevent the
disease from occurring and eradicating it if it has al-
ready developed. The following are some of the most
important means that would be useful in that regard:

o Avoiding the causes that lead to this disease,
which is the most crucial factor in helping safe-
guard a person from its evil. Moreover, it is neces-
sary to realise the gravity of the illness and the
significance of avoiding it, through precautionary
measures or proper treatment.

o Supplicating to Allah The Almighty and seeking
His help, as He is the One Who responds to the
prayer of the distressed; and indeed, whoever
is afflicted in faith and fears destruction, is in
the worst state of distress. Moreover, it is only
He Whose help is sought in everything, as the

Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, command-
ed Mu‘aath, may Allah be pleased with him, to say
at the end of every prayer: “Allaahumma a‘inni
‘alaa thikrika wa-shukrika wa-husni ‘ibaadatik (O
Allah, Help me to remember [only] You, thank You
and worship You perfectly).”

Enhancing, renewing and caring to increase one’s
faith by intensifying worship, for this is the true
provision of the believer that alleviates his or her
suffering on the trying path to Paradise.

Having confidence in the oversight of Allah the
Almighty and increasing one’s remembrance of
Him. This necessitates fearing, glorifying, loving
and imploring Him, and believing in His knowl-
edge and omnipotence. By invoking Him, one’s
heart becomes tranquil; but, perhaps the greatest
of all acts, is strengthening one’s bond with the
Qur’an through frequent recitation, understand-
ing, contemplation and application. Moreover,
one is required to consider it as a judge and refer
all issues and disputes to its authority; surely, the
one who is not guided by the Qur’an will be led
astray by his or her fancies.

Sincerity and piety; Allah The Almighty Says
(what means): {O you who have believed, if you
fear Allah, He Will Grant you a criterion [between
right and wrong].} [Qur’an 8:29]

Purifying hearts from animosity, rancour, jealousy
and ill thoughts of others; this helps to open the
heart and guard its integrity.

Seeking knowledge, as it is very important to
attend religious lectures and circles of Thikr.
Knowledge is the way to knowing and fearing Al-
lah The Almighty, and it is the provision of one’s
heart.

Being moderate in worship and all righteous
deeds.

Organising one’s time and constantly calling
oneself to account.

Adhering to the society of Muslims and strength-
ening the ties of brotherhood.

Maintaining relations with those who may also be
overcome by apathy and aiding them in avoiding
deviation.

Having been brought up according to the compre-
hensive methodology of the Prophet, sallallaahu
‘alaihi wa sallam, which is a deterrent to listless-
ness.

Performing numerous good deeds and not the
exact same ones. Thikr, recitation of the Qur’an,
prayers, reading useful books, enjoining good,
forbidding evil, helping others to fulfil their needs
and relieving the troubled, are but a few examples.
Following the paradigm of the Prophets, may Al-
lah exalt their mention, and the sincere preach-
ers, in their zeal, punctuality and righteousness,
steadfastness, noble aims and determination. A
Muslim’s first concern should be Paradise and
main purpose, seeking the satisfaction of Allah
The Almighty by continuing to worship, until
death arrives.

Remembering death frequently, fearing an evil
demise, visiting the graves and seeing people in
the throes of death. This urges a Muslim to repent
without delay, have a content heart and a body
yearning to worship. On the other hand, forget -
ting about death leads a person to adopt the op-
posite.

Remembering Paradise and Hell and reading their
descriptions in the Qur’an and the Sunnah; this
would strengthen the determination of a Muslim
and sharpen his or her resolve.

Increasing and carrying on in righteous deeds,
while avoiding slackness. This is especially im-
portant with respect to routine acts of worship,
because a person who abandons a voluntary deed
is very close to leaving an obligation as well.
Being patient and training oneself to be so. Un-
doubtedly, the way of knowledge, worship and
Da’wah is lengthy, strenuous and full of troubles
and hardship. We seek the help of Allah The
Almighty to keep us steadfast on His religion and
grant us a good end.

Article source: http://www.islamweb.net/emain -

page/
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Tax breaks alone won’t power Bangladesh’s energy transition

angladesh has rolled out tax breaks and incentives

to accelerate solar energy adoption as it grapples

with a worsening power crisis linked to global fuel
disruptions and domestic supply shortfalls.

The measures, introduced in the July 1 national
budget, aim to help the country meet its target of
generating 20% of electricity from renewable sources
by 2030. They include removing customs duties on
solar equipment and exempting solar producers and
suppliers from income tax. Institutions adopting solar
power will also receive a rebate equivalent to 5% of their
electricity bills over the next five years.

The policy push comes as Bangladesh faces acute
energy stress. The country relies heavily on imported
natural gas, which accounts for about half of its
electricity generation. Disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz following the US-Israel attack on Iran in
February led QatarEnergy—Bangladesh’s largest
supplier—to halve shipments this year.

The fallout has been severe. Rural areas have
endured electricity outages lasting up to 10 hours,

while industrial output has dropped by 25% to 30%,
according to the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association. Rising global energy prices
are also fuelling inflation and could cap economic
growth at 4.5% this year, the Asian Development Bank
said on July 9.

Against this backdrop, Dhaka is betting on solar
power to reduce import dependence and stabilise
supply. The incentives are expected to lower rooftop
solar installation costs by 30% to 37%, according
to environmental group CLEAN, and encourage
large-scale projects, energy storage expansion and
grid upgrades.

The focus is particularly on industry, including the
garment sector, which contributes about 11% to GDP.
But critics warn that the approach risks sidelining rural
households, where nearly 70% of the population lives.

“The tax reforms have raised hopes, but the problem
runs much deeper,’ said Syeda Rizwana Hasan of the
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association.
“Electricity outages are severe outside Dhaka, and rural

consumers must benefit from any reforms?”

Bangladesh’s renewable energy drive has historically
lagged. It missed its earlier goal of generating 10%
of electricity from renewables by 2020, and current
installed capacity stands at just 5%, according to official
data. Solar capacity is about 1,515 megawatts.

Expanding rooftop solar could significantly ease
pressure on imports. Adding 2,000 MW of capacity
could save between $476mn and $1 billion annually,
estimates the Institute for Energy Economics and
Financial Analysis (IEEFA).

However, scaling up remains a challenge. Bangladesh
needs to add roughly 760 MW of renewable capacity
each year to meet its 2030 target—more than three
times its recent annual average of about 228 MW.

Private developers are unlikely to prioritise
small household systems, which generate limited
returns. Analysts suggest aggregating demand
across communities to make rural projects
commercially viable.

“There is clear potential for rural solar,’ said IEEFA

analyst Shafiqul Alam. “But it requires new delivery
models that bring multiple households together?”

Experts say financing is another major constraint.
While the government has allocated 171.93bn taka
($1.40Dbn) to the power and energy sector, only about
2% is earmarked for renewables. Current annual
investment of $238mn falls far short of the $933mn to
$98 mn needed each year to meet 2030 goals.

Industry voices are calling for a dedicated renewable
energy fund and expanded access to low-interest loans
for households, farmers and small businesses.

“Tax incentives are a step forward, but not sufficient,’
said Hasan Mehedi of CLEAN. “Without affordable
financing and targeted support, smaller consumers will
remain excluded from the transition?”

Bangladesh’s solar push reflects both necessity and
opportunity. But without broader reforms that extend
beyond industry and address financing gaps, the
country risks deepening existing inequalities even as it
seeks to secure its energy future. — Thomson Reuters
Foundation
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Making a statement

People hold signs during a protest organised by environmental collective “Salvemos el Golfo” (Save the
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THE STRAIT OF
CONFUSED IPENTITIES.

Gulf) outside the JP Morgan Foundation, urging the financial institution to withdraw support for the Saguaro
liquefied natural gas export project, which protesters say threatens whales, biodiversity in the Gulf of
California and other marine species, in Mexico City, Mexico. The sign reads “ Whales yes, gas no”. (Reuters)

Pollution from Musk’s unpermitted xAI power
project hits hardest in Black communities

By Disha Raychaudhuri and Valerie
Volcovici
Reuters

lon Musk’s artificial intelligence
company XAl has installed 59
natural gas turbines for its Colossus
2 data center project in Tennessee
without securing federal clean air permits,
according to communications between
regulators and xAl representatives.

Potential emissions from the turbines
are far beyond the threshold that would
require a federal permit, and would
bereleased near predominantly Black
communities already estimated to be
suffering disproportionately high rates of
lung disease, according to a Reuters analysis
based on government data and information
in the correspondence with regulators.

The findings, which have not been
previously reported, reflect how exploding
electricity demand from AI data centers is
driving companies to build off-grid power
plants at a pace outstripping environmental
oversight, with potentially big risks to
public health.

The number of unpermitted turbines
identified by Reuters is about double
what xAT has publicly acknowledged. The
company previously said it was running 27
unpermitted turbines for Colossus 2 as of
January and has argued the permits are not
required. Atleast 57 of the 59 turbines are
located in Mississippi, just over the state
line from Tennessee where the data center is
located. The xAI turbines are among scores
of off-grid power plants for data centers
proposed or under construction around the
country. Local authorities often fast-track
approvals in just weeks or months, without
the years of environmental studies and
public hearings typically required for such
power generation projects that connect to
the grid, Reuters has reported.

Mississippi regulators in March issued a
permit for permanent turbines for Colossus
2, allowing construction of 41 gas-fired
turbines. The approval came three weeks
after the state’s only public hearing on
the project. The xAI cluster of temporary
turbines in Mississippi is already among the
biggest off-grid data center power projects,
according to Ben King, an analyst with
think tank Rhodium Group, who reviewed
the Reuters analysis.

“This looks to be an unprecedented level

A sound monitoring system in the Colonial Hills neighbourhood located in Southaven,
Mississippi. The neighbourhood sits adjacent to xAl’s gas turbine facility, where the
constant noise of the turbines can be heard throughout the community. (Reuters)

of behind -the-meter gas being installed
in one place,” he said, referring to off-
grid natural gas plants serving just one
customer.

The communications reviewed
by Reuters show xAI, now owned by
trillionaire Musk’s SpaceX, has installed 57
off-grid turbines in Southaven, Mississippi,
just across the state line from its Colossus
2 data center in Memphis, a facility
supporting the Grok chatbot and other AI
systems. The records show the company
has also installed two other unpermitted
turbines for the project on a different site.
Reuters could not determine the location.

The communications, obtained through
aReuters public records request, included
emails between Trinity Consultants,
representing xAT and subsidiary MZX
Tech, and the Mississippi Department of
Environmental Quality (MDEQ).

xAI did not respond to Reuters’ request
for comment.

xAT’s turbines are part of a widening
environmental justice battle over whether
the Al boom is adding disproportionate
pollution burdens to communities of color.

Civil rights groups including the NAACP
and the Southern Environmental Law
Center sued xAl in April to halt their
operations, arguing the turbines produce

emissions subject to the federal Clean Air
Act and shouldn’t be operated without
permits. They contend the turbines are
polluting homes, schools and churches in
historically Black communities.

“The scale of it is astonishing,’ said
Patrick Anderson, an attorney with the
Southern Environmental Law Center. “This
is an absolutely huge Clean Air Act violation
that threatens public health”

Securing a Clean Air Act permit would
have exposed xATI’s project to extensive
review and public comment, potentially
taking years. Mississippi environmental
regulators and xAT have argued in court
filings that the turbines are exempt because
they are “mobile” and intended to operate
onsite for less than a year.

“MDEQ has determined that portable/
temporary turbines do not require an air
permit,’ the agency said in a statement to
Reuters.

The US Environmental Protection
Agency said in January 2026 that even
temporary turbines exceeding emissions
thresholds must obtain permits. The
agency, however, told Reuters it’s
considering changes allowing “regulatory
flexibilities” for portable units while
continuing to protect public health.

xAI, the MDEQ and the EPA did not

answer questions from Reuters about
pollution impacts on communities of
color from power generation to serve data
centers.

The US Justice Department weighed
in on the lawsuit in a June 15 filing, saying
that restricting the turbines could threaten
national security interests because xAI’s
systems support US military operations,
including operations involving Iran.

The outcome of the lawsuit filed by
civil rights groups could help define how
environmental laws apply to the fast-
growing Al sector, where companies are
scrambling to bring power supplies online
to support energy-intensive computing.

“This sets up scenarios where the
government can create sacrifice zones
and tell communities they have to breathe
illegal air pollution,” said Mary Rock, a
senior attorney for Earthjustice which is
representing the NAACP and SELC.

The dispute echoes the findings of a
2022 study by researchers from UCLA
and Columbia University and published
in the Nature Energy journal that found
that previously redlined communities —
where banks historically discriminated
against Black mortgage applicants — now
face disproportionately high exposure to
pollutants from fossil fuel facilities.

“Air pollution from these and other
sources contributes to systemic racial
disparities in chronic disease and ultimately
shorter lives,” Lara Cushing, a UCLA public
health professor who co-authored the
study, told Reuters.

The emails reviewed by Reuters included
the manufacturer emissions profiles for
32 of the 59 turbines, including 30 at the
Southaven site.

A Reuters analysis based on that
information found that those 30 turbines
alone could emit nearly 2,500 short tons
of nitrogen oxide, 4,000 short tons of
carbon monoxide and 22 short tons of
formaldehyde annually, assuming they
operate continuously at 80% of capacity.
According to the EPA, gas turbines are
typically operated at loads of 80% or more
to achieve efficiency.

Nitrogen oxides contribute to smog and
respiratory inflammation, according to
the American Lung Association. Carbon
monoxide deprives the body of oxygen, and
formaldehyde is a carcinogen.

The xAl site’s potential emissions far
exceed a Clean Air Act threshold that

requires permitting for facilities capable
of more than 100 short tons annually of
pollutants such as nitrogen oxide.

“This is a massive amount of turbines
and an unfathomable amount of air
pollution,” Southaven resident Shannon
Samsa said in an interview.

“It’s not a hypothetical;” she said, “that
air pollution is bad for you?”

The nitrogen oxide emissions calculated
by Reuters for about half the plant’s
turbines would put the facility “up there
with some of the heaviest polluting natural
gas power plants across the entire country;’
said Nicholas Mailloux, a postdoctoral
researcher at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison who studies air quality and health
benefits of the clean-energy transition.

He said the facility would be on par with
the top 25 U.S. gas plants for nitrogen
oxide emissions, citing EPA data for actual
emissions.

In the Colonial Hills neighborhood of
Southaven, the turbines serving Colossus 2
can be heard around the clock, often firing
off noisy bursts that residents compare to
jet engines.

Ervin Laws, a Colonial Hills resident
in his 20s, said the noise wakes him up at
night. “I can’t do anything about it, because
he’s got more money than me,” he said,
referring to Musk.

The turbines were installed in
communities already estimated to be facing
relatively high respiratory disease burdens,
according to a Reuters analysis of CDC data.

In 27 of 28 census tracts within five miles
of the site — spanning both Mississippi
and Tennessee — the estimated asthma
rates were higher than their respective
countywide figures. In 24 tracts, chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease rates were
also higher.

Five miles is a distance commonly used
in environmental health research to capture
populations likely to be exposed to air
pollution from a stationary source.

A separate Reuters analysis of Census
Bureau data found that the residents living
near the facility are disproportionately
Black. Because the five-mile radius crosses
state lines, Reuters compared each side
against its own county baseline.

Within five miles of the facility in DeSoto
county, Mississippi — where the turbines
arelocated — about 46% of residents are
Black, compared with 33% countywide,
according to census data.
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Ukraine military fractures
as defence minister ousted

AFP
Kyiv

kraine’s ousted defence

l | minister issued stunning

public criticism of the ar-

my’s top commander yesterday,

forcing President Volodymyr Zel-

ensky to call for unity to halt signs

of an emerging split in the military
top ranks.

Large protests erupted in several
Ukrainian cities yesterday against
the removal of popular defence
minister Mykhailo Fedorov, who
had been brought in six months
ago to digitise and modernise an
army fatigued after four years
fighting off the Russian invasion.

Following Fedorov’s removal, Ze-
lensky announced yesterday he had
appointed Yevgeniy Khmara — head
of Ukraine’s SBU security service —
as acting defence minister.

“Khmara has gained extensive
and, in many respects, unprec-
edented experience with techno-
logical combat operations,” Zelen-
sky said in a Facebook post.

The spiralling leadership row risks
throwing uncertainty on the war ef-
fort at a time when Ukraine was in
one of its best positions for months.

Kyiv’s troops have largely halted
the pace of Russia’s advance while
pounding Russian oil and military
sites with long-range drones, trig-
gering a nationwide fuel crisis in-
side its neighbour.

i

Ukrainian Defence Minister Mykhailo Fedorov speaks to the media

during a press conference following the announcement of his

resignation, in Kyiv, yesterday. (AFP)

After being forced to resign, Fe-
dorov yesterday accused Ukraine’s
commander-in-chief Oleksandr
Syrsky of dividing the country.

“Instead of figuring out how
to defeat Russia asymmetrically
— which is the commander-in-
chief’s task — he figured out how
to split the country,” Fedorov told
reporters, including AFP.

He criticised slow bureaucracy
and a lack of flexibility, questioning
whether Ukraine could defeat Russia
with Syrsky in charge of the army.

“In this configuration, I person-
ally don’t know how to win the war,”
he said, wearing his trademark jeans
and dark T-shirt, speaking in front
of alarge screen showing drones.

He also alleged Syrsky had en-

gineered his removal through an
ultimatum issued to Zelensky after
months of clashes.

Zelensky himself issued a plea
for “unity” and said the two sides
— the defence ministry and the
army command — were barely on
speaking terms.

“A president in wartime should
not have to choose in such a situ-
ation, honestly,” he said, speaking
alongside UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer in Kyiv.

“I would very much like unity”

A soldier serving in Ukraine’s
army told AFP the political chaos
in Kyiv could hit the war effort.

“For some, replacing a minister is
merely a political reshuffle. For us,
it can determine whether a needed

Kosovo files lawsuit against Serbian
minister over ‘ethnic cleansing’ remark

AFP
Pristina

by ensuring that anyone who feels less like a citizen...
leaves and goes to their homeland,” the minister said.

bian minister who said she would “ethnically
leanse” the territory had she been in power

Kzsovo yesterday filed a suit against a Ser-

during the 1990s conflict.

The comments by Belgrade’s Public Administration
Minister Snezana Paunovic have triggered days of back-
lash — including condemnation from Brussels and a ban
from entering Kosovo — a country she was born in.

Justice Minister Donika Gervalla said she had filed
a charge of “inciting discord and intolerance” with

prosecutors.

“They carry serious historical, legal and human

consequences,”’ she said.

Paunovic over the weekend said she would have re-
moved Kosovo Albanians if she had been in the place
of strongman Slobodan Milosevic during the 1998-
1999 war between Serbian armed forces and inde-
pendence-seeking ethnic Albanian guerrillas.

“Not by liquidating them in the way they have
sought to ethnically cleanse Kosovo to this day, but

Yesterday, Britain’s foreign ministry called her re-

marks “utterly abhorrent” and said they have “no

place in today’s society”.
Despite calls for her to resign, Paunovic yesterday
apologised for causing problems for her government

but refused to retract her statement.

“T offer my apologies to the prime minister and to
the government... which found itself in an embarrass-
ing position,” she told the pro-government channel
Informer TV, explaining her personal stance was not
the same as the government’s.

Earlier, Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic told

media her comments did not reflect the government’s

line and were made “recklessly and irresponsibly”

Since the end of the Kosovo war, which killed

around 13,000 people, tensions have remained high
between Pristina and Belgrade — with Serbia refusing
to recognise its former territory’s independence.

Following Milosevic’s overthrow, he was arrested
and charged with crimes against humanity committed
during the war, but he died while his trial was ongoing
before an international court in The Hague.

Spain back on wildfire alert
as blaze burns 4,500 hectares

AFP
Madrid

said a large wildfire in the
northeast would take days
to control, sparking fresh alarm a
week after the country’s deadliest
such disaster in recent history.
More than 400 firefighters
backed by army reinforcements
were battling the blaze in the
municipality of Ores, which had
burned 4,500 hectares (11,100
acres) in a sparsely populated part
of the region of Aragon.
Several small villages had been

S panish authorities yesterday

AFP
Genoa

n Italian court sentenced 32
Ailefendants yesterday, in-
luding the former head of
motorway operator Autostrade, for
their role in a deadly bridge disaster
eight years ago that killed 43 people.
Autostrade’s former chief ex-
ecutive, Giovanni Castellucci, was
found guilty of vehicular homicide
and negligence related to the col-
lapse of the bridge in Genoa — one
of the country’s worst infrastruc-
ture disasters.

The crowded courtroom was
packed with relatives of those who
plunged to their deaths when the
Morandi Bridge — part of a key
highway connecting France and
Italy — gave way in torrential rain
on August 14, 2018.

Castellucci, who was accused
of postponing key maintenance
work, was sentenced to 12 years
behind bars.

The former executive is already

evacuated with some damage to
houses, said Roberto Bermudez de
Castro, a senior member of the re-
gional government.

“It will take days to control, to
contain, it will be a complex fire,”
he said.

Footage shot from helicopters
showed the fire eating away at vast
expanses of forest and parched
fields.

Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
expressed “all my solidarity with
the residents affected by the fire” on
X, urging the population to exercise
caution and obey the authorities.

Scientists say human-driven
climate change is increasing the
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This general view shows abandoned vehicles on the Morandi motorway bridge the day after a section

length, intensity and frequency
of extreme heat, which creates fa-
vourable conditions for the spread
of wildfires and complicates fire-
fighting efforts.

Peak temperatures of up to 40C
have hit Aragon in recent days.

Spain is scarred by last week’s
ferocious wildfire in the south-
eastern province of Almeria that
claimed 13 lives — including seven
Britons and an American — and
ravaged 7,000 hectares.

Deadly wildfires devoured almost
400,000 hectares of land in Spain
last year, the highest figure recorded
for the country by the European For-
est Fire Information System.
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collapsed in the north western Italian city of Genoa. (AFP/File Photo)

serving time for his responsibility
in a 2013 accident in which a bus
crashed through the barriers of a
viaduct, killing 40 people.

“Today we can say there are
those guilty of the murder of our
relatives,” said Michele Matti Al-
tadonna, whose brother was one of
the victims.

“We are here for our loved ones,

in their memory,” he told AFP.
Legal teams for some of the de-
fendants, including Castellucci,
said they would appeal the ruling.
But Altadonna said “for the four
children my brother left behind...
we will not give up, we will not give
up until the Supreme Court”.
Under Italian law, judges will
have to publish the reasoning for

drone arrives on time, whether es-
sential equipment is purchased,’
they said, asking to speak anony-
mously to criticise the decision.

In a public statement, Syrsky
tried to stem the criticism, de-
fending his results and calling to
“focus on the war”

But one of his most senior com-
manders — a rumoured possible
successor — came to Fedorov’s
defence and called for the pace of
reform to continue.

Joint Forces Commander
Mykhailo Drapaty said the army
“needs change” and “new rules” as
he thanked Fedorov for “not being
afraid to tackle issues”

In Kyiv, AFP reporters saw more
than a thousand people gath-
ered on a central square, singing
Ukraine’s national anthem, wav-
ing Ukrainian and European Union
flags and chanting “shame” and
“bring Fedorov back”

Analysts said Zelensky had
backed his trusted army chief over
an outsider defence minister at a
key moment of the war.

Fedorov’s backers cast the re-
moval as retribution for trying to
shake up the system and weeding
out graft.

“He fell out with various gener-
als and with different drone sup-
pliers. In other words, he really did
start implementing many useful
reforms that threatened certain
vested interests,” said political an-
alyst Anatoliy Oktysiuk.

UN atomic chief slams

‘unacceptable’ kil

ing

at Ukraine power plant

AFP
Vienna

he United Nations atomic

I agency’s head on de-

nounced the killing of

the chief engineer of Ukraine’s

Russian-occupied Zapor-

izhzhia nuclear power plant in

a drone strike, which no one has
claimed.

Russia blamed Ukraine for
this death, but Kyiv described
the accusations as “baseless”
and said Moscow has failed to
provide evidence.

The head of Russian nu-
clear giant Rosatom, Alexei
Likhachev said on Wednesday
that Aleksandr Yakovlev died
when “a drone belonging to the
Ukrainian armed forces” hit a
service vehicle near the flash-
point power station.

International Atomic En-
ergy Agency chief Rafael Grossi
“condemns the reported inci-
dent which he says represents
an unacceptable attack on the
plant and its management, seri-
ously threatening nuclear safe-
ty”, the watchdog posted late on
Wednesday on X.

“The IAEA calls for an imme-
diate end to all attacks on or near
nuclear sites and their staff)” it
added.

Russia’s foreign ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova

had urged the agency to con-
demn the alleged “murder”.

Likhachev said in a post on Ro-
satom’s Telegram account that
Yakovlev “devoted his entire life
to nuclear energy and he died, in
effect, at his combat post”

A driver was also killed in the
attack, he said.

The Telegram accounts of the
plant and Rosatom have never
previously mentioned Yakovlev.

Normally, the plant’s Moscow-
appointed director Yuri Cherni-
chuk, a former chief engineer at
the plant, speaks publicly.

Ukraine’s foreign ministry re-
jected the claims.

“No independent confirma-
tion of the Russian version or
evidence of Ukraine’s involve-
ment has been presented, and
information from Russian oc-
cupation structures cannot be
considered reliable,” it wrote.

Russian troops captured the
Zaporizhzhia plant in March
2022, shortly after Moscow’s
full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

The plant is the largest in
Europe and its safety has been
a recurring source of concern
throughout the long-running
conflict.

Both sides regularly accuse
the other of carrying out strikes
on the site, which is located in
Enerhodar, on the banks of the
Dnipro river, which marks the
frontline in the area.

Macron pledges ‘zero tolerance’ for
arson after spate of fires in France

AFP
Noisy-sur-Ecole

rench President Emmanuel
FMacron yesterday said
there would be “zero tol-
erance” for arson after France
was hit by wildfires that have
scorched thousands of hectares.
Dozens of people have been
arrested across the country over
starting fires deliberately or by
accident as France has swel-
tered through multiple intense
heatwaves since May that have
fuelled dry conditions.
Around 35,000 hectares (near-
ly 86,500 acres) have been im-
pacted by fires — more than dur-
ing the entire 2025 fire season,
according to authorities.
France “has never faced so
many outbreaks of fire across the

country since the end of World
War II", Macron said during a

visit to the historic Fontaineb-
leau forest near Paris that has
seen more than 2,000 hectares
hit by fires since July 5.

France’s President Emmanuel Macron shakes hands with firefighters

during a visit at the firefighters’ central command site following a fire
in the Fontainebleau Forest, in Noisy-sur-Ecole, yesterday. (AFP)

“Here, as everywhere else in
France, there will be zero toler-
ance” for arsonists “because it is,
of course, our national territory
that is under attack every time a
fire breaks out”, Macron added.

Around 1,000 residents were
forced to leave their homes as the
fires spread in the forest some
60km southeast of Paris, in a rare

blaze in the north of the country.

Six people had been arrested
in connection with the fires as of
Wednesday, as firefighters con-
tinued to work to extinguish the
flames completely.

Macron announced a fund-
ing drive to raise money to reha-
bilitate and protect the forest, a
Unesco biosphere reserve.

Hungary government reports
Orban-eraIT contracts to police

Hungary’s government said yesterday it sent a report
to police about the suspected misuse of public funds
during purchases of educational software made by
the previous administration of Viktor Orban.

Prime Minister Peter Magyar, who ousted nationalist
premier Orban in April elections, has pledged

to clamp down on corruption and set up an
independent body to probe alleged graft under
Orban. Orban has denied any wrongdoing.

Magyar’s Minister of Science and Technology,

Zoltan Tanacs, said yesterday his staff had

reviewed IT contracts dating back to 2019, and had
raised questions about more than 100bn forints
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their decision within six months.

The findings of the investigation
were damning: “Between the inau-
guration in 1967 and the collapse,
i.e. 51 years later, not even mini-
mal maintenance work was carried
out to reinforce the stays of pillar
number nine”,

Work had been carried out on
two other pillars, numbers 10 and

(Reuters)

11, and was planned for number
nine, which came crashing down in
morning traffic.

Raffaele Caruso, a lawyer for the
victims, said the Morandi bridge
had not collapsed “by chance.”

“This collapse, as we have al-
ways said and as the prosecutor’s
office, above all, has always said,
could have been avoided.”

Most of the defendants were
executives and technicians from
Autostrade per I'Italia (ASPI),
which runs almost half of the
country’s motorway network, and
engineering company Spea, in
charge of maintenance.

Besides Castellucci, they includ-
ed the former head of Spea, Anton-
ino Galata, as well as officials from
the infrastructure ministry.

ASPI’'s executive in charge of
maintenance, Michele Mitelli, was
sentenced to 11 years, while the
group’s number two, Paolo Berti, re-
ceived five years and six months.

Ttaly’s deputy transport secre-
tary, Edoardo Rixi, wrote that yes-
terday’s ruling marked an “impor-

($316.07mn) spent on educational software.

“The findings showed a lack of competition,
monopolistic systems ... poor quality, and institutions
exposed to this situation and unjustifiably high
prices,” Tanacs told a briefing.

“The state made using these software systems
compulsory ... and then schools and institutions had
no choice,” Tanacs added.

European Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen said in May the EU would unlock €16.4bn
($18.76bn) of money for Budapest that had been
previously withheld over concerns of corruption.

tant step on the path of truth and
justice”

“The collapse was not a stroke of
fate, but the result of serious errors
and omissions by those who had
a duty to ensure safety. It is right
that responsibility has finally been
established,” wrote Rixi on social
media.

The defence’s main argument
was that the bridge had a hidden
construction defect, namely cor-
rosion of its cables, and it was this
that caused its collapse, not a lack
of maintenance.

Lawyers for Castellucci wrote
in a note following the verdict that
the court had erroneously relied
on a theory that “equates liability
with hierarchical position’, noting
that the ex-CEO had taken “every
initiative deemed necessary for the
safety of the infrastructure”.

“Today it is considered appro-
priate to assign personal criminal
liability to the CEO of a company
who did nothing other than rely on
the best engineering specialists in
the field,” they wrote.
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Pakistani community
pays rich tributes
to HH Sheikh Hamad

By Tawfik Lamari
Staff Reporter

he Pakistani community in
I Qatar led by ambassador
Muhammad Aamer, gath-
ered yesterday evening to honour
the memory of HH the late Father
Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
al-Thani, paying tribute to the vi-
sionary leader whose transforma-
tive leadership reshaped Qatar
and strengthened one of the Gulf’s
closest bilateral partnerships.

Presiding over the event, am-
bassador Muhammad Aamer re-
affirmed the enduring strength of
Pakistan-Qatar relations and the
mutual respect shared by the two
brotherly nations.

Talking to Gulf Times exclu-
sively, the ambassador said: “The
passing of HH the Father Amir
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-
Thani is a profound loss for Qatar
and for all those who witnessed his
remarkable leadership and vision.
His Highness was the architect
of modern Qatar, whose wisdom,
courage and foresight transformed
the nation and laid the foundations
for its prosperity, global standing
and enduring progress. His legacy
lives on in the institutions he built,
the generations he empowered
and the respect Qatar commands
across the world today.”

“The Father Amir”, he noted,
“was a visionary leader and his
legacy is not going to stay for years

or decades but for the time Qatar is
there Insha’ Allah. He had convic-
tion in what he was dreaming, and
he had the power to convert his
dream into reality in his short span
of being Amir of Qatar. Allah made
sure that he sees his nation prosper
and become one of the most im-
portant countries in the world.”

On behalf of the people of Pa-
kistan, the ambassador extended
heartfelt condolences to His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad al-Thani, the Royal Family
and the people of Qatar, praying
that Allah Almighty grants HH the
late Father Amir the highest place
in Jannah.

Held at TNG Al Wakra Campus
in co-ordination with the Embassy
of Pakistan, the condolence and
tribute gathering brought togeth-

er diplomats, community lead-
ers, professionals and prominent
members of the Pakistani diaspora
to celebrate the extraordinary leg-
acy of the leader widely recognised
as the architect of modern Qatar.
Throughout the evening, speak-
ers reflected on HH the late Father
Amir’s remarkable journey, recall-
ing how his leadership between
1995 and 2013 propelled Qatar from
a modest Gulf state into a globally
influential nation through ambi-
tious investments in energy, educa-
tion, healthcare, infrastructure, di-
plomacy and human development.
His vision of building a knowl-
edge-based society placed people
at the centre of national progress,
creating opportunities for genera-
tions while positioning Qatar as a
respected international actor.
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The gathering also highlighted
the special relationship between
Qatar and Pakistan, one built on
decades of friendship, shared val-
ues and mutual respect. Diplomat -
ic relations between the two coun-
tries were formally established in
1973, but speakers noted that bilat -
eral ties entered a new chapter fol-
lowing HH the late Father Amir’s
landmark visit to Pakistan in 1999.

That historic visit laid the foun-
dations for expanded political,

“The Father Amir was a visionary leader and his
legacy is going to stay not for years or decades but
for the time Qatar is there Insha’ Allah. Allah made
sure that he sees his nation prosper and become
one of the most important countries in the world”
— Muhammad Aamer, ==
Pa_ki‘s;tan’s ambassador to Qatar

Pakistan’s ambassador Muhammad Aamer addressing the community.

economic and social co-operation,
with agreements signed across
multiple sectors.

Participants recalled that this
deep bond was reaffirmed recently
by Pakistani Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif during his visit to Doha
to offer condolences. The prime
minister praised HH the late Fa-
ther Amir as an exceptional states-
man whose wisdom, foresight and
commitment to public service left
a lasting mark, while recalling his
warmth and longstanding affec-
tion for Pakistan.

Speakers also highlighted HH
the late Father Amir’s apprecia-
tion for the Pakistani community’s
contribution to Qatar’s develop-
ment. Pakistani workers, a speaker
noted, contributed to major infra-
structure projects.

The  hour-long  ceremony
opened with a recitation from
the Holy Qur’an, followed by the
national anthems of Qatar and
Pakistan. Attendees observed a
moment of silence before offer-
ing prayers for HH the late Father
Amir. A commemorative docu-
mentary tracing HH Sheikh Ha-
mad’s life and achievements was

then screened, drawing heartfelt
reflections from those in attend-
ance.

The programme, presented by
Mahnoor Balooch, featured trib-
utes from representatives of major
Pakistani organisations in Qatar.

Each speaker reflected on HH
the late Father Amir’s visionary
leadership and the profound im-
pact of his legacy on Qatar’s de-
velopment and on the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands of expatriates
who have helped shape the coun-
try’s modern success story.

Badar Sohail Khan delivered a
pledge on behalf of the Pakistani
community, reaffirming its contin-
ued commitment to serving Qatar
and contributing to its future pros-
perity under the leadership of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad al-Thani.

The ceremony concluded with a
vote of thanks by Mohsin Qureshi,
Community Welfare Attaché at
the Embassy of Pakistan, who ex-
pressed appreciation to the em-
bassy, community organisations
and participants for coming to-
gether to honour a leader whose
legacy continues to inspire.

Qatar’s diving community to mark PADI Women’s Dive Day

By Joey Aguilar
Doha

atar’s growing community of

women scuba divers will join the

global celebration of ‘PADI Wom-
en’s Day’ on July 18, highlighting how
the sport has evolved beyond recreation
into a platform for confidence, friendship
and marine conservation.

Observed on the third Saturday of July
every year, PADI Women’s Dive Day was
launched in 2015 by the Professional As-
sociation of Diving Instructors (PADI) to
encourage more women to explore scuba
diving while promoting inclusion, confi-
dence, and ocean conservation. Since then,
it has grown into one of the world’s largest
annual recreational diving events, bring-
ing together thousands of divers in more
than 180 countries under this year’s theme,
“Celebrate Community. Create Change.”

In Qatar, the occasion was initially set to
feature SEAsters-in-Action’s second com-
munity clean-up dive at Sealine. However,
organisers cancelled the activity following
the recent period of national mourning,
out of respect and to prioritise partici-
pants’ safety and security. Instead, they
opted for a women-only recreational dive
that provided an opportunity to recon-
nect, welcome new divers and strengthen
the supportive community that has con-
tinued to grow across the country.

For Michelle Anne “Meech” del Car-
men, a PADI Open Water scuba instructor

and founder of SEAsters-in-Action, the
annual celebration represents a journey of
personal transformation and an opportu-
nity to inspire others.

“When I moved to Qatar, I didn’t know
how to swim properly, and I was genu-
inely afraid of swimming in the open sea,’
she recalled. “If someone had told me that
one day I would become a scuba diving in-
structor, I honestly wouldn’t have believed
them.”

Del Carmen completed her first Dis-
cover Scuba Diving experience in July 2021
before earning her Open Water Diver cer-
tification three months later. She contin-
ued advancing through the ranks and, in
May 2025, achieved one of her proudest
milestones by becoming a PADI Open Wa-
ter Scuba Instructor.

“In less than four years, I went from
someone who was afraid of the sea to an
instructor dedicated to helping others
discover the life-changing power of scuba
diving,” she said.

She described diving as her “vitamin
sea,” saying it became a source of healing,
peace and confidence while introducing
her to a community that believed in her
long before she believed in herself.

Inspired by that experience, Del Car-
men established SEAsters-in-Action to
encourage more women to discover scuba
diving in a welcoming environment and to
promote marine conservation.

“My biggest hope is that when a woman
walks into the diving community for the
first time, she immediately feels that she

(From left) Margaux De Pauw, Michelle Anne “Meech” del Carmen and Nushi Kandaiah.

belongs,” she said. “If someone who was
afraid of the sea and couldn’t swim prop-
erly can become a scuba instructor, then
perhaps my story can encourage someone
else to take that first step.”

She credited Qatar’s diving community
for helping shape that journey. “Qatar gave
me more than a hobby; it gave me confi-
dence, purpose, lifelong friendships and a
second family.

“The diving community here welcomed
me, guided me and encouraged me every
step of the way. That’s the same culture of
kindness we hope to continue passing on,”
Del Carmen said.

She also acknowledged fellow organis-
ers Margaux De Pauw, a PADI Divemaster,
and Nushi Kandaiah, an Advanced Open
Water diver, for their dedication in helping
SEAsters-in-Action grow into a commu-

nity initiative that supports women divers
and marine conservation.

The organisers thanked a number of
organisations, businesses and individu-
als for supporting the initiative, including
Captain Saleh al-Mazrooei and Amandio
Nunes.

They also expressed appreciation to the
female divers, volunteers, surface support
teams and dive buddies whose encourage-
ment has helped create a welcoming envi-
ronment for newcomers.

“As women continue to earn certifica-
tions, become dive professionals and lead
conservation initiatives, we are witness-
ing something truly special in Qatar. More
women are embracing scuba diving not
only as a sport, but as a way to build con-
fidence, connect with others and care for
our oceans,’ Del Carmen said.

While this year’s celebration took a dif-
ferent form than originally planned, Del
Carmen said its message remained the
same.

“PADI Women’s Dive Day in Qatar is
not simply about celebrating women; it is
about celebrating the communities that
encourage us, the friendships that keep
us going and the belief that when peo-
ple come together with a shared purpose,
meaningful change happens,” she said.

Encouraging more women to experi-
ence the underwater world, she added:
“You don’t have to be fearless to begin. You
simply need the courage to take that first
breath underwater. The rest of us will be
here to welcome you.”

By Shaima Sheriff
Staff Reporter

atar Foundation’s (QF)
Mukayamna summer
programme is giving chil-
dren 2ged 6 to 16 early access to
diverse sports, building confi-
dence, healthy habits and poten-
tial pathways towards future ath-
letic development across Qatar.
The camp, organised through
Pre-University Education at
QF, allows young participants

(Mukayamna camp opens new sporting pathways for Qatar’s youth \

to spend their summer explor-
ing disciplines including cy-
cling, taekwondo, swimming,
basketball and volleyball. The
wider initiative also features the
Mukayamna X Ability Friendly
summer programme, placing in-
clusive participation within the
season’s sporting activities.
Abdulla Shaheen al-Kaabi,
head of Sports Affairs at Pre-Uni-
versity Education, told Gulf Times
that the programme was designed
to create opportunities for chil-
dren to discover activities they
may not previously have tried.
“We have just started the sum-
mer sports camp,” he said. “This
kind of camp focuses on sport
and gives our students more op-
portunities to try new sports.”
Rather than concentrating on a
single discipline, the programme
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Abdulla Shaheen al-Kaabi

introduces children to different
coaching environments, physi-
cal skills and competitive experi-
ences. Al-Kaabi said participants
“come to join and explore a new
sport and a new experience’,
while the camp also gives them
opportunities to take part in
competitions.

He added that the broad age
range is intentional. Children
between 6 and 16 are welcomed
so that younger participants can
begin building confidence and
basic sporting ability, while older
students can continue develop-
ing their interests and skills.

“For athletes and elite athletes,
it is usually preferable to start
at an early age,” al-Kaabi said.
“That gives them more confi-

dence, gives them more skills and
gives them time to improve as
they grow.”

That early exposure can be
especially valuable during the
summer break, when structured
activities offer children a produc-
tive way to remain active, interact
with others and discover whether
a particular sport could become a
lasting interest, he added.

The programme also supports
a wider national emphasis on
physical well-being and active
living, according to al-Kaabi. He
said QF encourages its entities,
units and departments to ensure
their initiatives remain aligned
with Qatar National Vision 2030.

“We also try to work in paral-
lel with the Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee’s vision and strategy,
which seeks to improve and pro-
vide more opportunities for our
athletes and students,” he added.
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