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BUSINESS
GULF TIMES Gulf oil exports jump 

to exceed 10mn 
barrels in June on 
record UAE flows

Children’s digital habits 
seen to drive Qatar’s 
innovation economy
By Peter Alagos
Business Editor

Early exposure to AI tools is 
equipping children in Qatar 
with digital skills that will 

feed directly into the country’s 
future workforce and innovation 
economy, according to an industry 
expert. 

Children’s engagement with AI 
platforms is fostering confidence 
and familiarity with technolo-
gies, Andrey Sidenko, Cyber Lit-
eracy Projects lead at Kaspersky, 
told Gulf Times in an exclusive 
interview.

“By learning how to use AI re-
sponsibly and effectively from a 
young age, they will be better posi-
tioned to contribute to innovation 
and participate in a technology-
driven economy,” Sidenko pointed 
out

The growing interest among 
children in AI and global digital 
trends presents an opportunity to 
cultivate future developers, entre-
preneurs, researchers, and tech-
nology leaders, explained Sidenko. 

This trend aligns with Qatar’s 
broader innovation agenda, where 
digital literacy is seen as a strategic 
investment in human capital. “The 
country’s strong digital infrastruc-
ture and growing focus on innova-
tion create favourable conditions 
for developing advanced digital 
education programmes,” he said.

According to Sidenko, govern-
ment-led initiatives can strength-
en existing efforts by provid-
ing digital literacy programmes, 
awareness campaigns and educa-
tional resources that help children, 
parents, and educators understand 
evolving online risks.

“These initiatives can also en-
courage safer online practices and 
promote a culture of responsible 
technology use,” he emphasised.

Sidenko stressed that schools 
and community organisations are 
being called to treat cybersecurity 
awareness as fundamental as road 
safety, embedding it into work-

shops and campaigns. “Cyberse-
curity awareness should become 
as fundamental as road safety or 
financial literacy because digital 
habits formed early often stay for 
life,” he said.

Digital safety concerns remain 
pressing, with risks ranging from 
oversharing personal data to mis-
use of AI tools for cyberbully-
ing or misleading content, stated 
Sidenko, adding that children may 
overshare sensitive personal in-
formation with AI systems with-
out fully understanding how that 
information may be processed or 
stored.

Sidenko emphasised that par-
ents are encouraged to strike a 
balance between curiosity and re-
sponsibility, fostering open con-
versations and digital hygiene 
habits. “Open and judgement-free 
conversations about technology 
can be beneficial to both children 

and adults as to understand both 
the benefits and limitations of new 
technologies,” he noted.

Sidenko pointed out: “By con-
tinuing to invest in digital literacy, 
cybersecurity awareness and re-
sponsible technology education, 
Qatar can help equip the next 
generation with the skills needed 
to thrive in an increasingly digital 
world while setting an example for 
the wider region.”

As children’s digital habits 
evolve, Sidenko explained that 
their early exposure to AI tools is 
not only shaping personal behav-
iour but also laying the founda-
tion for Qatar’s innovation-driven 
future. 

“By learning how to use AI re-
sponsibly and effectively from a 
young age, they will be better posi-
tioned to contribute to innovation 
and participate in a technology-
driven economy,” he added.

Commercial Bank recognised for 
‘Best Use of AI in Financial Services’
Commercial Bank has received 
the prestigious ‘Best Use of AI in 
Financial Services’ award from 
the Middle East Economic Digest 
(MEED) at the MENA Banking 
Excellence Retail, Digital & SME 
Awards 2026. 
In a highly competitive field, 
Commercial Bank stood out for 
the quality and relevance of its 
AI-driven initiatives, as well as 
the clear impact they have made 

in advancing banking excellence 
across the MENA region. 
Organised by MEED, the 
MENA Banking Excellence 
Retail, Digital & SME Awards 
highlight institutions that are 
shaping the future of banking 
through technology, digital 
transformation, and customer-
centric progress. 
Aimen Kallala, AGM, head 
of Strategy and Analytics 

of Commercial Bank, said: 
“This recognition reflects the 
leadership of the Commercial 
Bank in embedding AI in a 
practical and scalable manner 
that supports both customer 
experience and operational 
efficiency. Innovation is a key 
part of the Bank’s identity and 
being at the forefront of the AI 
revolution is a cornerstone of 
the Banks’ strategy.

Ahlibank showcases sustainability feats in standalone ESG report
Ahlibank has announced the 
publication of its first standalone 
Environmental, Social and 
Governance (ESG) Report, 
marking an important milestone 
in the bank’s sustainability 
journey.
The report reflects the bank’s 
transition from ESG ambition to 
structured implementation. It 
confirms that the bank’s portfolio 
demonstrates strong climate 
resilience, supported by prudent 
diversification and limited 
concentration in sectors most 
exposed to climate-related risks. 
To support the continued 
integration of ESG considerations 
into decision-making, Ahlibank 
also established a dedicated ESG 
Unit, activated a cross-functional 
ESG Working Group, and formed a 
C-Suite ESG Committee. 
The publication of Ahlibank’s 
inaugural standalone ESG 
report reinforces the bank’s 
commitment to transparency, 
accountability, and proactive 
sustainability disclosure, while 
helping prepare the organisation 

for evolving sustainability 
reporting expectations and future 
regulatory requirements.
Ahlibank CEO Hassan Ahmed 
al-Efrangi said, “Sustainability 
is becoming an increasingly 
important consideration in how 
capital is allocated, risks are 
managed, and long-term value is 
created. 
“Our focus now is on building 
sustainable finance capabilities, 
strengthening climate resilience, 
and ensuring that sustainability 
becomes an integral part of how 
we serve our customers, support 
businesses, and contribute to the 
country’s future growth.”
The report also reflects the 
significant progress made 
in strengthening the bank’s 
preparedness for evolving 
sustainability reporting 
expectations and regulatory 
requirements. Through designed 
governance, and reporting 
capabilities, Ahlibank has 
established the foundations to 
support future sustainability 
disclosures and continued 

ESG integration across the 
organisation. 
The bank also advanced the 
development of its Sustainable 
Finance Framework and 
increased its allocation to 
sustainable investments. 
Sustainable bonds represented 
12% of corporate exposures, 
while green bonds accounted 
for 4% of sovereign exposures, 
demonstrating Ahlibank’s 
commitment to integrating 
sustainability into financing and 
investment decisions. These 
efforts mark an important step 
in supporting the transition to a 
more sustainable economy while 
creating long-term value for 
stakeholders.

In addition to strengthening 
governance and climate-risk 
management capabilities, 
Ahlibank continued to create 
positive social and economic 
impact across Qatar. In 2025, 
the bank generated QR1.57bn 
in direct economic value and 
invested more than QR22mn 
in community initiatives 
supporting healthcare, 
social welfare, workforce 
development, sports, and 
community empowerment. 
The bank also continued 
supporting entrepreneurship 
and private-sector growth 
through dedicated SME 
financing programmes, including 
its participation in Qatar 

Development Bank’s Tamkeen 
programme.
The report reflects a foundational 
year in Ahlibank’s ESG journey, 
during which the bank 
strengthened the governance, 
risk management, data, and 
reporting capabilities needed 
to support a more structured 
approach to sustainability. 
Through enhanced climate-
risk assessments and portfolio 
analysis, Ahlibank has 
strengthened its understanding 
of climate-related risks and 
opportunities while gaining 
greater confidence in the 
resilience of its portfolio. 
These foundations will support 
the continued integration of ESG 
considerations across the bank’s 
operations and decision-making 
processes, while strengthening 
its reporting and measurement 
capabilities to meet evolving 
sustainability and stakeholder 
expectations, as well as future 
regulatory requirements.
The report also highlights 
Ahlibank’s continued focus on 

transparency, accountability, 
and ethical conduct through 
enhanced sustainability 
disclosures aligned with 
recognised international 
frameworks, including SASB, 
UNGC, and PCAF while 
establishing the foundational 
elements required for future 
implementation of IFRS S1 and S2. 
It further reflects the bank’s 
investment in human capital 
development through 4,877 hours 
of employee training, alongside 
robust governance controls, 
whistleblowing mechanisms, 
100% anti-corruption training 
coverage, and zero reported 
corruption incidents during the 
reporting period. 
The bank has recycled 
approximately 65% of its 
operational waste and 
established its first operational 
carbon emissions baseline, 
covering Scope 1, Scope 2 and 
Scope 3 emissions, supporting 
ongoing efforts to strengthen 
environmental performance 
across its operations.

Qatar’s ports handled more than 78,000 TEUs in June this year, a 13% increase compared to May. In a 
post on X on Sunday, Mwani Qatar said that the ports received 121 vessels in June 2026, a 21% increase 
over May, alongside nearly 23,000 tonnes of general cargo and over 67,000 tonnes of bulk cargo, a 
40% increase compared to May, reports QNA.

More than 78,000 TEUs handled in June: Mwani Qatar

In a highly 
competitive 
field, 
Commercial 
Bank stood out 
for the quality 
and relevance 
of its AI-driven 
initiatives, as 
well as the clear 
impact they 
have made 
in advancing 
banking 
excellence 
across the 
MENA region

Andrey Sidenko, Cyber Literacy Projects lead at Kaspersky.
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