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In China, Lisa Su understated while Nvidia’s Huang more razzmatazz

hen AMD CEO Lisa Su
arrived in China last
week just days after

Nvidia’s CEO left, she kept a
much lower profile than Jensen
Huang, who drew crowds in

the centre of the capital as he
posed for photos and ate local
delicacies like Beijing -style
soybean paste noodles. Their
contrasting approaches show
two very different forms of
corporate diplomacy around the
world’s most politically sensitive
artificial intelligence chip
market, where their fortunes
have also been diverging.

Just a year ago at the annual
Computex trade show in Taipei,
Huang said Nvidia’s market share
in China had dropped to 50% from
95% due to US export controls.

Since then, that has effectively
fallen to zero, he said this year, amid
Beijing’s push for self-reliance

in advanced Al chips. Huang has
previously estimated that China’s
Al chip market would be worth
$50bn this year.

By contrast, AMD commands
4% of China’s AI chip market,
according to IDC, aresearch firm,
and it has more routes into the
country than Al accelerators,
which are Nvidia’s mainstay. AMD
can serve Chinese customers with
central processing units (CPUs),
consumer graphics processing
units (GPUs), Al chipsets and
programmable integrated circuits
called FPGAs, said Lian Jye Su,
chief analyst at Omdia, a tech
research firm. That gives AMD
access to more types of system

architecture as AI workloads
spread beyond training large
models into broader enterprise
use, he said.

With the two US tech CEOs
showing up in Taipei before the
Computex event, their diverging
China playbooks appear more
pronounced, as both over the past
week unveiled big investment
plans in Taiwan, home to the
world’s largest contract chip
manufacturing firm, TSMC. Their
contrasting approach to China
also carries an unusual personal
dimension: both hail from Taiwan
and have said publicly that they are
distant relatives.

AMD’s announcement on its
Taiwan investment followed a
flurry of meetings that Suhadin
China last week, where she spoke at

UN peacekeepers: A
humanitarian mission
in midst of global risks

QNA

Doha
or nearly eight decades,
United Nations
peacekeeping forces
have played a vital role in

supporting stability and protecting
civilians in conflict zones around
the world, helping countries move
from violence toward peace. The
world marks the International

Day of UN Peacekeepers on May
29 each year, commemorating

the establishment of the first UN
peacekeeping mission in 1948.

This year’s observance is held
under the theme “Invest in Peace”.
UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said more than 50,000
UN peacekeepers are currently
deployed in some of the world’s
most dangerous regions to protect
civilians and support political
solutions. He also paid tribute to
nearly 4,500 peacekeepers who have
lost their lives since 1948.

Commenting on this year’s
theme, Assistant Professor at the
Department of International Affairs
at Qatar University Dr Abdullah
Bandar al-Otaibi told Qatar News
Agency (QNA) that the world today
faces a difficult balance between
military deterrence and investing in
peace. He stressed that investing in
conflict prevention and addressing
theroot causes of crises is essential,
adding that greater efforts are
needed in mediation, development,
and tackling poverty, discrimination,
inequality, and injustice.

Dr al-Otaibi also highlighted
growing divisions within the UN
Security Council, warning that
political polarisation and the use
of the veto have weakened the
effectiveness of international
peacekeeping efforts and obstructed
responses to major crises. He
emphasised that despite these
challenges, peacekeeping forces
remain essential to preventing wider
instability and chaos, calling for
stronger international co-operation,
clearer mandates for peacekeeping
missions, and increased support and
resources.

On the legal protection of
peacekeepers, Dr al-Otaibi noted
that around 4,000 peacekeepers
have lost their lives since UN
peacekeeping operations began.

He said the 1994 Convention

on the Safety of UN Personnel
lacks effective accountability
mechanisms, stressing the need for
an international court specialized

in crimes committed against
peacekeepers. Commenting on
the performance of peacekeeping
missions in the Middle East amid
continued Israeli violations, Dr
al-Otaibi expressed regret over
what he described as ongoing Israeli
violations against the Palestinian
people, calling the issue one of the
most controversial files within the
international security system.

He noted that the United
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL) has repeatedly come under
Israeli attacks without any real
deterrent from the United Nations
or meaningful action capable of
influencing the situation. He added
that during the war in Gaza, Israeli
military operations in southern
Lebanon included attacks on
UNIFIL headquarters and injuries to
international peacekeepers, despite
such actions constituting a serious
violation of UN Security Council
Resolution 1701.

Dr al-Otaibi highlighted
growing divisions
within the UN Security
Council, warning that
political polarisation
and the use of the

veto have weakened
the effectiveness

of international
peacekeeping efforts &
obstructed responses
to major crises

He added that all have become
accustomed in the international
system to Israel being above the law,
and this represents one of the biggest
problems not only for the region but
also for the world, because some
actors behave as though they are
beyond accountability, creating
space for what can be described as
political recklessness.

For his part, Professor of
International Affairs, Security and
Defense at Qatar University Dr
Ali Bakir said Israel’s willingness
to target peacekeeping forces
and UN institutions in Palestine,
Lebanon, and elsewhere can
be explained by several factors.
Speaking to QNA, he added that the
most prominent factor is Israel’s
entrenched belief that violating
or ignoring international law
carries no meaningful deterrent
cost, even when UN facilities are
targeted or international missions

are obstructed, especially given
the Western military and security
support and the political and
diplomatic cover provided to it.

He continued that the erosion
of the international system’s
credibility over recent decades, due
to successive wars and growing
polarization among major powers,
has further encouraged Israel to
challenge these institutions. Despite
criticism, Dr Bakir stressed, UN
peacekeeping missions remain
among the world’s most important
conflict-management tools.

He highlighted their
contributions in protecting civilians
in conflict zones, supporting
ceasefire agreements, facilitating
humanitarian aid delivery, and
assisting post-conflict elections
and institution-building efforts. At
the same time, he pointed to several
weaknesses, including limited
mandates that restrict decisive
intervention during escalating
violence, insufficient funding and
equipment, slow Security Council
decision-making due to geopolitical
rivalries, and criticism directed at
some missions for failing to prevent
massacres or adequately protect
civilians.

Dr Bakir added that peacekeeping
forces today face increasingly
complex challenges, including the
changing nature of warfare involving
cross-border militias, drones, and
digital technologies, as well as
direct attacks against peacekeepers
themselves. He also warned of the
growing impact of misinformation
campaigns and digital incitement,
which undermine trust in UN
missions among local populations.

In addition, peacekeepers are
now expected to address mass
displacement, collapsing services,
epidemics, and climate-related
crises alongside traditional security
responsibilities, while operating
under severe psychological and
operational pressures. He stressed
that international divisions weaken
the effectiveness of UN missions
because political backing becomes
fragmented and inconsistent.

Looking ahead, Dr Bakir said the
success of peacekeeping operations
in the coming decade requires
rethinking the entire philosophy of
peacekeeping, not merely improving
its tools. He emphasized the need
to reform the UN Security Council,
arguing that effective peacekeeping
depends on unified international
political will.

He also called for more flexible
and proactive mandates focused
on civilian protection, greater
investment in technology such
as artificial intelligence, data
analysis, early warning systems,
and cybersecurity, as well as
stronger partnerships with local
communities. Dr Bakir further
stressed the importance of advanced
training in human rights, crisis
management, cultural mediation,
and hybrid warfare, in addition to
ensuring sustainable funding and
linking peacebuilding efforts to
development by addressing poverty,
marginalisation, corruption, and the
absence of justice.

an AMD developer event and met
customers and partners. She also
had a publicly announced meeting
with Chinese Vice-Premier He
Lifeng, who said Beijing welcomes
companies including AMD to “seize
the opportunities presented by
China’s development and deepen
mutually beneficial co-operation.”
Beijing, however, did not have a
comparable senior-level meeting
for Huang, who was in Beijing
around the summit between
China’s Xi Jinping and U.S.
President Donald Trump on May
14 and 15.

That silence stood out because
Huang has been the more vocal
of the two executives in arguing
that US chip curbs risk handing
China’s AI market to domestic
rivals like Huawei.

An adviser to multinational
CEOs with business in China, who
declined to be identified so they
could discuss specific executives,
said Su’s lower-profile approach
was better suited to the current
geopolitical environment.

The adviser added that the
politicization of US-China
commercial ties and volatility
in public sentiment had raised
reputational risks for global chip
CEOs. Su said last week that China
accounts for about 20% of AMD'’s
revenue and remains important
across PCs, gaming and some
data-centre segments. “Frankly,
you look at the size of the market
and the size of our portfolio,
and we’ll continue to partner
very closely with our Chinese
customers,” she said.

While Huawei and other
domestic chipmakers jump into
the void left by Nvidia, AMD’s
Shanghai developer event on
May 19 suggests the Santa Clara,
California-based company is also
looking to fill the gap.

During the event, Su promoted
ROCm, AMD’s open-source
software stack, to Chinese
developers at a time when many
Al firms are seeking alternatives to
Nvidia’s CUDA ecosystem because
the most advanced Nvidia hardware
is hard to obtain. However, there
are signs that the opening remains
limited for now. AMD’s software
ecosystem is far less mature than
Nvidia’s and US export controls
alsorestrict the US firm from
selling its most advanced AI chips
to China. — Reuters

Construction is seen on the East Wing of the White House in Washington, DC, yesterday as pat of US

President Donald Trump’s plans to build a White House ballroom. Trump showed off the site of his huge
new White House ballroom on May 26, saying it would feature an underground military hospital and a

“drone empire” on the roof. (AFP)

Fears of unfettered hacking spurred by
Anthropic’s Mythos Al model overstated

By AJ Vicen
Reuters

Mythos, could dramatically turbocharge

hacking are looking overstated a month
after its release. The company warned at launch
in April that Mythos had uncovered thousands of
software vulnerabilities -- including flaws across
every major operating system and browser -- and
said the fallout from its spread could be severe.
Governments took notice. Officials in multiple coun-
tries huddled with banks to assess risks, and by early
May the White House was weighing rules to control
how new models are released after safety testing.
But inside the cybersecurity world, the reaction has
been more measured -- with some saying the broader
response has been overblown, and that access to a
Mythos-level large language model will not imme-
diately enable hacking operations previously out of
reach for bad actors.
“I think there’s a really big communication gap
between practitioners and policymakers,” said Isaac
Evans, founder and CEO of software security firm
Semgrep. The model represents “a real technical
advance,” he said, but the response “is not substanti-
ated by what we actually know about how those
capabilities will translate in the field.”
To be sure, experts who have used the model in
controlled environments have reported substantial
improvement in vulnerability discovery, and banking
industry IT staffs are working to fix scores of system
weaknesses in large and small bank technology
stacks, Reuters reported on May 12. The worry has
been heightened further by continued revelations of
criminal and state-linked hacking cases involving Al,
including Google’s announcement on May 11 that it
had detected the first-ever case of a major cybercrime
group using Al to discover a previously unknown soft-
ware flaw and planning a mass exploitation event.
The gap between the extent of the threat seen by
security professionals and that seen by policymakers
has fueled a narrative that puts Mythos at the centre
of a looming security crisis - even as comparable
capabilities have been available for some time. “We’ve
been able to use Al to find more bugs than we know
what to do with for months if not years,” said one per-
son with extensive vulnerability research experience
with early access to Mythos. The challenge is not
finding vulnerabilities, they said, but validating, priori-
tizing and fixing them without breaking systems.
Organisations’ ability to process and validate a flood
of newly discovered vulnerabilities is generally not
where it needs to be, the person said, and that is the
bigger challenge introduced by Mythos-level models,
even as they acknowledged that the model is an
improvement. “It is capable of finding more with a
weaker prompt than the models that came before
it,” the person said, referring to the instructions a

E arly fears that Anthropic’s new Al model,
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user provides the model to attempt to achieve a
goal. Existing models required more detailed and
complicated instructions, the person said, meaning
the barrier to entry has been lowered.

Anthony Grieco, senior vice-president and chief secu-
rity and trust officer at Cisco, said one new and help-
ful aspect of Mythos is its ability not only to identify
vulnerabilities, but to scan much faster vast amounts
of code for those vulnerabilities and help experienced
practitioners lower the rate of false positives. This, he
said, allows defenders to focus on the most pressing
cyber risks in their contexts. The model also has
fewer guardrails than previous models, allowing users
to craft more specific instructions that enable activi-
ties that previous models would not.

Grieco said to fully maximize the power of Mythos,
organizations need both proper computing power as
well as a rigorous harness, a term used to describe
the computer environment within an organization
where a large language model runs with specific
instructions and limitations.

“If you have a Formula One car but you've only

ever driven a bike, you might be able to get it to go
straight,” Grieco said. “But you're not going to maxi-
mize the track time out of the gate.”

Even so, Anthropic’s framing - and its decision to
invite select firms to test defenses under a program
dubbed Project Glasswing - helped push the conver-
sation about the model well beyond typical security
circles.

The result: an all-hands-on-deck response that ampli-
fied both the perceived threat and the company’s
stature, even as the Pentagon labeled Anthropic a
supply-chain risk while other parts of the government
clamored for access. The White House is discussing
with Al labs more widespread use of their technol-
ogy, a White House official told Reuters. An Anthropic
spokesperson said the company is working “closely
with the US government to quickly advance shared
priorities,” and working with the government to give
more parties access to Mythos.

Mythos - and to some extent OpenAl’s GPT-5.5 - has
dominated national security discussions about Al.
But those debates often gloss over a simpler point:
vulnerability-hunting Al is not new. The real problem
is what comes next.
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Canadian poison seller pleads guilty to aiding suicides

AFP
Newmarket, Canada

he Canadian man who sold

I packages of poison to dis-

tressed people in dozens of

countries pleaded guilty yesterday

to 14 counts of aiding suicide, but

prosecutors said he will not face
murder charges.

Kenneth Law, a 60-year-old
former chef, ran online forums
that offered people advice on how
to end their lives and made fatal
substances available for purchase.

The details of Law’s online op-
eration have caused widespread
outrage since his arrest in 2023.

The list of 41 countries where
Law sent poison included Aus-

tralia, China, France and Brazil. He
sold 330 packages to people in the
United Kingdom.

Canadian  prosecutors  had
charged him with 14 counts of
murder and 14 counts of aiding
suicide. At a court in Newmar-
ket, north of Toronto, prosecu-
tors said they did not believe they
had a viable path towards murder
convictions.Law stood in a semi-
enclosed area reserved for defend-
ants, flanked by his three defense
lawyers, and said “I plead guilty”
to aiding the suicide of 14 people in
Canada.

Sentencing will be determined
at a separate hearing, likely in Sep-
tember, when the court will hear
victim impact statements.

Legal experts note that aiding

suicide is a serious crime and Law
could receive a sentence of 10 to 20
years’ imprisonment.

After the guilty pleas were en-
tered, prosecutors began reading
an “agreed statement of facts,” a
roughly 60-page document that
detailed how Law shipped mate-
rial for suicide across Canada and
abroad, often for about $80.

Prosectors recounted how peo-
ple, after taking their own lives,
were often found by family mem-
bers with an open package of Law’s
sodium nitrite near their body.

News that he will not stand trial
for murder in Canada came as a
disappointment to some families.

David Parfett’s son Thomas was
22 when he ended his life in 2021

Now an advocate for more rigor-
ous legislation to confront online
spaces that guide people toward
harm, Parfett told AFP that Cana-
dian authorities were missing an
opportunity to establish the grav-
ity of Law’s conduct.

“If (Law) hadn’t been offering
detailed instructions about how to
take your own life, then the chanc-
es are my son would still be here.
So again, for me, it’s murder;” Par-
fett said. In the agreed statement
of facts, Law took responsibility
for 79 deaths in Britain.

Britain’s National Crime Agen-
cy confirmed in a statement that
Law will not face additional pros-
ecution, but that the British deaths
will be considered during sentenc-

with materials supplied by Law.

ing in Canada.

Nato, EU outrage as drone hits
apartment block in Romania

AFP
Galati, Romania

drone smashed into an
Aapartment building in

Nato-member Romania
early yesterday, wounding two
people and drawing condem-
nation from the Atlantic alli-
ance and the European Union,
which blamed Russia and warned
against further incursions.

Romania called the incident —
the first drone hit on a residential
building outside Ukraine since
the start of Russia’s full-scale
invasion in 2022 — a “serious
and irresponsible escalation” by
Moscow.

But Russian President Vladimir
Putin said “no one can say” who
fired the drone, calling for an in-
vestigation to provide “objective
data” on its origin.

The drone hit the roof of an
apartment building in the centre
of the city of Galati, close to the
border with Ukraine, sparking
a fire and sending a 14-year-old
boy and 53-year-old woman to
hospital with injuries, officials
said.

Drone incursions in Roma-
nia have been detected dozens
of times since the start of the
Ukraine war, but no residential
buildings had previously been hit.
The Romanian defence minis-
try said two F-16 fighter jets had
been scrambled in response to the
drone, which it said had entered
Romania’s airspace during Rus-
sian strikes on Ukraine.

Romanian forces had insuf-
ficient time — four minutes — to
shoot down the drone, General
Gheorghe Maxim from the Joint
Forces Command said, adding
there were “no realistic opportu-
nities to engage it safely”

Romanian President Nicu-
sor Dan said the decision not to
engage was made “because the
conditions necessary to destroy
it without significantly endan-
gering the safety of the civilian
population were not present”

Romania summoned the Rus-
sian ambassador, and Dan con-
vened a national defence council
meeting to discuss “the most se-

Romanian law enforcement officers work on the site of an explosion in Galati yesterday. (Reuters)

rious incident to have affected our
national territory” since Russia
invaded Ukraine.

Dan also said Romania would
expel the Russian consul general
in the Black Sea city of Constanta
and close the mission, prompting
Russia to say it was preparing “re-
taliatory measures”

Romania’s defence ministry
said Bucharest had “requested
measures to accelerate the trans-
fer of anti-drone capabilities to
Romania”

Dan said that in a conversation
with Nato chief Mark Rutte, “I
insisted on expediting the proc-
ess (of getting more air defence
equipment), and he fully agreed
that this equipment should reach
Romania as quickly as possible”.

Inhabitants of Galati mean-
while expressed fear, bewilder-
ment and anger.

“Where are the anti-drone
systems here? Shouldn’t they be
somewhere on the border of Ro-
mania? Why aren’t they? Where
is the European Union? Nato?”
asked 47-year-old Mihaela, who

Canada could double exports
to China, says foreign minister

Reuters
Ottawa

hina’s Minister of Foreign

Affairs Wang Yi said yes-

terday that Canada could
surpass its goal of increasing ex-
ports to China by 50% by 2030
during a meeting with Canada’s
Foreign Minister Anita Anand.

Wang said he thought Canada’s
exports to China could increase
by 100%, building on momentum
between the countries.

Wang is on a three-day visit to
Canada, the first visit by a Chinese
foreign minister in a decade and
the latest step to improve ties.

Canada and China struck an in-
itial trade deal in January to slash
tariffs on electric vehicles and
canola, when Carney became the
first Canadian prime minister to
visit China since 2017.

China is Canada’s second-larg-
est trading partner, and Carney
has sought to reduce his country’s
overwhelming reliance on the US
after US President Donald Trump
imposed tariffs on Canada.

“Canada is focused on growing
our economy and diversifying our

Foreign Minister Wang Yi

trading relationships,” Anand said
during the meeting, adding: “The
Canada-China economic rela-
tionship is significant.”

The two ministers met after the
Canadian warship HMCS Char-
lottetown completed a routine
transit through the Taiwan Strait
on May 23. China said yesterday
it firmly opposes any attempt by
any country to undermine its sov-
ereignty and security “under the
pretext of freedom of navigation.”

only gave her first name.

Later Friday, Dan — whose
country is already facing political
turmoil, with the prime minister
ousted in a no-confidence vote
this month — was booed when he
visited the site of the crash, with
some chanting “resignation”.

EU chief Ursula von der Leyen
said Russia’s “war of aggression”
had “crossed yet another line”
pledging to increase deterrence
on the EU’s eastern border.

German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz said the incident showed
Russia’s “willingness to escalate”)
and Britain’s Keir Starmer con-
demned the “serious violation of
Nato airspace”.

France said it had summoned
the Russian ambassador.

The US ambassador to Nato,
Matthew Whitaker, also slammed
the “reckless incursion’, saying:
“We stand with our Nato ally”

Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Andriy Sybiga said in a post on X
that the drone crash “proved once
again that Russian aggression
poses a real threat to the Black

Searegion and the entire Europe”;
while President Volodymyr Zel-
ensky urged his European allies to
increase sanctions on Russia.

“Russia’s reckless behaviour
is a danger to us all,” Nato chief
Rutte wrote on social media.

“Nato stands ready to defend
every inch of Allied territory”

Nato sources said there was
no indication whether Romania
would call for emergency consul-
tations under the alliance’s Arti-
cle Four.

That move would still be well
short of Nato’s Article Five mutu-
al defence clause being triggered,
which has happened only once in
the alliance’s 77-year history, af-
ter the September 11,2001 attacks
in the US.

Article Four consultations
have been called three times dur-
ing Russia’s full-scale war on
Ukraine: the first time just after
the invasion in 2022, once by Po-
land after incursions by Russian
drones, and once by Estonia after
Russian fighter jets violated its
airspace.

A joint statement by the NCA
and Britain’s prosecution service
said the agencies had explained
their decision to not prosecute Law
“in detail to the victims and their
families”

Parfett said in a statement: “Iam
angry, but I am not surprised.”

He reiterated the families’ re-
buffed calls for a UK public inquiry.
“If our own country will not put
anyone on trial for these deaths,
the very least it can do is hold a
proper inquiry into how they were
allowed to happen”

Kim Prosser’s son Ashtyn took
his own life in 2023, weeks before
Law’s arrest. Law pleaded guilty
yesterday to aiding Ashtyn’s sui-
cide.

Prosser told AFP of the painful

three years since her son’s death on
March 30, 2023.

“To be at the courthouse on
Friday and to sit there... it’s a be-
ginning to another chapter of this
process of healing” she said.

A key issue facing prosecutors
was whether the alleged conduct
could amount to both counseling
suicide and murder.

Dalhousie University law pro-
fessor Robert Currie told AFP that
Law’s prosecutors were watching a
separate case before the Supreme
Court, hoping Canada’s top judges
would offer clarity on the issue.

But the Supreme Court left that
question unanswered, and pros-
ecutors doubted they could secure
murder convictions against Law,
Currie said.

EU to unlock €16bn for
Hungary’s new regime

AFP
Brussels

he EU announced yesterday
Tit would unlock more than

€16bn ($19bn) for Hungary,
in a big win for new Prime Minister
Peter Magyar, provided the coun-
try stays on track with a major re-
form push.

EU chief Ursula von der Leyen
announced the bloc was ready to
release the badly needed money
frozen under the divisive rule of
former prime minister Viktor Or-
ban and which Magyar made a po-
litical priority.

“We can already feel a strong
wind of change across Hungary,’
von der Leyen told a press con-
ference, after talks with Magyar
in Brussels.

“In only a few weeks, you have
driven forward long overdue re-
forms,” she told the conservative
leader. The announcement marks
a political victory for Magyar,
who defeated longtime national-
ist leader Orban in an election in
April, running on an anti-corrup-
tion ticket, with securing the EU
money as a key electoral pledge.

The EU froze around €18bn
($21bn) in funds earmarked for
Budapest because of democratic
backsliding, graft concerns and
other issues under Orban’s rule.

“We fought for every euro cent’
Magyar said, celebrating what he
described as a “historic day”.

The money — which Magyar
said adds up to about 13 % of Hun-
gary’s budget — could help his
government revive the country’s
flagging economy.

It would also generate goodwill
as Brussels seeks to push ahead
with files previously blocked by
Budapest, such as membership
talks with Ukraine — although von
der Leyen said there was “abso-
lutely no link between the two”.

The bulk of the frozen funds —
just over €10bn of the total — are
from the EU’s Covid recovery
fund, and Hungary had until the
end of August to present a new
plan to secure them.

Their release was “subject to the
reforms that are being adopted”
and the implementation of a se-
ries of investments that have been
agreed on, von der Leyen said.

She cited a revision of public

PM Peter Magyar (AFP)

We’ll bring these funds
home to help Hungarians, to
help kickstart the economy,
torestore public services,”
Magyar said

procurement laws and a deci-
sion to join the anti-graft Euro-
pean Public Prosecutors Office as
changes going in the right direc-
tion. EU officials said if all steps are
completed in time, Budapest could
expect the first disbursement be-
fore the end of the year.

Another six mn euros is tied to
other reforms, including changes
aimed at restoring academic free-
dom and reversing a slew of laws
passed under Orban.

The first related payments could
arrive next year, the officials said.
Hungary is in the meantime ex-
pected to continue paying fines it
was handed by EU courts for fail-
ing to comply with the bloc’s laws.

While in power, Orban, a self-
described “thorn” in the EU’s
side who maintained close ties to
Moscow, kept the Constitutional
Court, Public Prosecutor’s Office
and Court of Audit on a tight leash.

Magyar, whose party holds
a large majority in parliament,
has begun initial reforms — with
his camp voting Wednesday to
drop Orban’s plan to withdraw
from the International Criminal
Court (ICC).

In a similar scenario, the EU
had unlocked billions of euros for
Poland in 2024 as soon as the gov-
ernment of pro-European Prime
Minister Donald Tusk offered as-
surances that change was afoot.

US judge orders Trump’s name removal from Kennedy Center

Reuters
Washington

President Donald Trump’s name from
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gl judge yesterday ordered the removal of

the Kennedy Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, ruling that the iconic Washington
venue cannot be renamed without an act of
Congress.

US District Judge Christopher Cooper in
Washington directed the Trump administra-
tion to take down all physical signage bearing
Trump’s name and to eliminate any references
to a “Trump Kennedy Center” from official
materials within 14 days.

“The Kennedy Center’s organic statute
makes crystal clear that the Center is to be
named for President Kennedy, and it cannot
bear any other formal name or public memo-
rial based on the Board’s unilateral say-so,’
Cooper wrote. “Congress gave the Kennedy
Center its name, and only Congress can
change it

The judge said his decision “does not pur-
port to dictate how the Center should be run,
nor does it prescribe any particular plan for
the institution — construction, closure, or
otherwise — moving forward.”

Cooper ruled in a lawsuit brought by Ohio
Democratic US Representative Joyce Beatty,
a member of the Kennedy Center’s board by
virtue of her position in Congress. Beatty in a
statement after the ruling said the “Kennedy
Center is an institution that belongs to the
American people, not to Donald Trump.”

Trump’s plan to renovate the center is part
of a broader push by the Republican leader to

A general view shows the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC. (AFP/File Photo)

reshape Washington’s monumental core. He
also intends to erect a 250-foot (76-meter)
arch and to build a 90,000-square-foot ball-
room at the site of the demolished East Wing
of the White House.

Those efforts also face court challenges. A
federal appeals court has allowed the Trump
administration to move ahead with building
the ballroom as it considers the case.

Cooper’s order also stops the Trump ad-
ministration’s planned two-year closure of
the building. The judge said his order does not
prevent the Kennedy Center from moving for-
ward with planned capital repair work that the
record in the lawsuit “demonstrates is sorely
needed”

The board could still close the center, Coop-
er wrote, “should it come to this decision anew
after independently balancing its multiple ob-
ligations to the Center in a prudent fashion.”

Beatty sued the Trump administration in
December, calling the renaming of the build-
ing “a flagrant violation of the rule of law” that
“flies in the face of our constitutional order.”

Her lawyers in a statement applauded
Cooper’s decision. “This is a powerful blow
against the Trump administration’s corrup-
tion,” attorneys Norm Eisen and Nathaniel
Zelinsky said.

The Kennedy Center opened in 1971 as a
living memorial to the late President John F.
Kennedy.
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Katara Cultural Village concludes Eid festivities

atara Cultural Village suc-
ngssfully concluded its Eid

1-Adha celebrations yes-
terday after three days of vibrant
festivities that transformed the
cultural district into one of the
country’s liveliest holiday desti-
nations.

Since launching on Wednes-
day, the celebrations attracted
thousands of visitors from across
Qatar and neighbouring coun-
tries, reinforcing Katara’s grow-
ing status as a leading cultural,
tourism, and entertainment hub
in the region.

Throughout the Eid holiday,
Katara’s waterfront promenades,
open plazas, and cultural venues
came alive with a festive atmos-
phere that blended entertainment,
heritage, art, and family-oriented
activities. Visitors experienced
a dynamic programme designed
to cater to all age groups, turning
the cultural village into a vibrant
gathering point filled with mu-
sic, live performances, children’s
activities, and spectacular visual
displays.

Accordingly, Salem al-Marri,
director of Public Relations and
Communications at Katara, ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
remarkable public turnout wit-

Katara. PICTURE: Ram Chand

nessed during this year’s Eid fes-
tivities. He pointed out that the
strong attendance reflects the
growing confidence visitors place
in Katara as a premier cultural
and entertainment destination.
He stressed that the organising
team was keen to present a diverse
programme that combines enter-

‘Our Joy This Eid’
celebration of culture, community

By Shaima Sheriff
Staff Reporter

festive atmosphere filled
ACentro Mall Qatar as the

third edition of “Our Joy
This Eid” event brought to-
gether families and children
from diverse communities for an
evening celebrating Qatari cul-
ture and togetherness.

Organised by the Hour and
Hour Programme, in collaboration
with the Ministry of Social De-
velopment and Family, and Qatar
Calendar, the celebration featured
heritage performances, cultural
activities, interactive children’s
shows, workshops and family-
friendly entertainment designed
to reflect the spirit and values of
Eid al-Adha.

Tamani al-Yafie.
PICTURES: Shaima Sheriff

Children dressed in traditional
attire moved between colour-
ful booths and activity corners,
while families from different
nationalities gathered to expe-
rience Qatari customs in a lively
outdoor setting.

Nightly fireworks displays became one of the most anticipated highlights of the Eid al-Adha celebrations at

tainment and culture in a way that
meets the expectations of visitors
from different backgrounds and
age groups, while contributing to
the joyful spirit of Eid al-Adha.
From the very first day of Eid,
Katara Corniche was packed with
crowds as families, children, and
tourists gathered to enjoy the fes-

tive atmosphere. The celebrations
featured a rich lineup of live musi-
cal performances, artistic show-
cases, and roaming entertainment
acts that filled the venue with en-
ergy and excitement.

Children receiving traditional
Eid gifts added a particularly
joyful touch to the atmosphere,

unites families in

Speaking to Gulf Times, Tamani
al-Yafie, co-founder of the Hour
and Hour Programme, said the
event aimed to strengthen social
bonds while introducing younger
generations to local traditions in
an engaging way.

She said the event included a
number of segments and wit-
nessed a large public turnout with
wide participation from families,
children, people with disabilities,
and senior citizens in a festive at-
mosphere that blended traditional
arts with entertainment shows
and cultural and social activities.

According to al-Yafie, the initi-
ative focused heavily on preserv-
ing national identity and passing
cultural values to children through
interactive experiences.

“We targeted children’s enter-
tainment in order to introduce

Inaugural Sneaker Con Doha draws
collectors, families, fashion fans

By Joey Aguilar
Doha

ows of rare sneakers, bus-
Rtling trading booths and live

performances drew large
crowds to the Doha Exhibition and
Convention Centre (DECC) as Qa-
tar Calendar’s Sneaker Con Doha
made its debut in Qatar yesterday
(May 29).

Covering 7,160sq m, the three-
day event runs until tomorrow
(May 31) and marks the first time
that Sneaker Con, billed by Visit
Qatar as “The Greatest Sneaker
Show on Earth”, has been held in
Doha.

Visitors of different age groups
explored exhibition halls lined
with sneakers, streetwear collec-
tions, accessories and collectables
from more than 50 international,
GCC and Qatar-based brands and
resellers. Crowds gathered around
trading booths, live performances
and interactive attractions, while
collectors negotiated deals for rare
footwear and limited-edition re-
leases.

The festival combines sneaker
culture with a wide range of en-
tertainment and lifestyle experi-
ences across seven themed zones:
the Kids Zone, Main Stage, Skate
Park, DJ Booth, Graffiti Roam-

ing Area, Basketball Court, and
Roaming Shows.

Children participated in games
and family-friendly activities,
while sports enthusiasts joined
basketball and skateboarding ac-
tivations. Visitors also enjoyed
live DJ performances, beatboxing,
breakdance and hip-hop shows,
BMX demonstrations, live mu-
sic and roaming mascot parades
throughout the venue.

One of the event’s main at-
tractions is its trading pit, where
visitors can buy, sell and trade
sneakers in real time. Sneaker
authentication, cleaning, and
customisation services are also
available, allowing collectors and
buyers to verify and personalise
their purchases on-site.

Large crowds were also drawn

to the event’s streetwear mar-
ketplace, which features pop-up
showcases, exclusive product
drops and lifestyle brands. Over-
sized sneaker installations, col-
ourful displays and interactive
photo opportunities proved popu-
lar among visitors looking to cap-
ture and share their experience on
social media.

Apart from retail and entertain-
ment, Sneaker Con Doha is host-
ing a series of panel discussions
exploring the growing influence of
sneaker culture in the region. The
opening-day session, titled “The
Rise of Middle Eastern Sneaker
Culture”, examined the growth of
sneaker communities across the
Middle East and the region’s ex-
panding role in the global sneaker
and streetwear industry.

the younger generations to Qatari
customs and traditions associated
with holidays and religious and
social occasions,” she said.

The event featured folk and her-
itage performances alongside cul-
tural competitions under the slo-
gan “Think and Answer”) creating
what organisers described as an
atmosphere of joy, communica-
tion and cultural awareness.

Residents attending the event
described the evening as an-
other example of Qatar’s growing
community-centred celebrations,
where people from different back-
grounds come together to share
traditions and festive moments.

Families could be seen enjoy-
ing performances, visiting herit-
age booths, and participating in
workshops, while children played
throughout the venue, adding to

la

Additional discussions sched-
uled over the weekend will focus on
sneaker authentication and identi-
fying counterfeit footwear, as well
as opportunities for collectors,
resellers and content creators to
expand into international markets.

According to Visit Qatar,
Sneaker Con Doha brings together
collectors, enthusiasts, brands
and influencers for a celebration
of streetwear, exclusive releases
and urban lifestyle, blending com-
merce, culture and entertainment
under one roof.

The event is open via com-
plimentary pre-registration on
Platinumlist, while a VIP pack-
age priced at QR500 offers access
to a dedicated lounge, hospitality
services, and a personal shopper
experience.

1. %

Crowds explore rare sneakers, streetwear brands, and interactive attractions at Sneaker Con Doha 2026 at DECC during its opening yesterday. PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkula

creating memorable family mo-
ments across the venue. Katara
Beach also emerged as a major
attraction during the holiday
period, drawing large numbers
of visitors seeking a unique sea-
side Eid experience enhanced by
summer activities and water-
front leisure.

One of the standout attractions
during the festivities was the im-
mersive 3D space-themed pres-
entations hosted by Al Thuraya
Planetarium in Building 41. The
astronomy and space shows added
an educational and interactive di-
mension to the celebrations and
will continue through Saturday,
extending the festive experi-
ence beyond the official Eid pro-
gramme.

Meanwhile, the nightly fire-
works displays became one of the
most anticipated highlights of
the celebrations. Each evening,
crowds gathered along the Katara
waterfront to watch the dazzling
fireworks illuminate the Doha
skyline in a breathtaking spectacle
of colour and light.

Military performances and cer-
emonial displays also attracted
widespread attention, particularly
among children and families who
eagerly documented the moments

the vibrant Eid atmosphere.

Al-Yafie noted that the strong
turnout reflected the importance
of such initiatives in strengthen-
ing community ties.

“This edition succeeded in
achieving its social and cultural
goals by creating an atmosphere
that reflects the spirit of Eid al-
Adha and its humanitarian and
social values,” she said.

“We provided a space that
brought together families and

through photographs and videos.

Katara continued to establish its
cultural mission through a series
of art exhibitions that remained
open throughout the Eid holidays.

The exhibitions enriched the
visitor experience by combining
artistic expression with the cele-
bratory atmosphere, reflecting the
diversity and cultural depth that
define Katara’s identity.

Restaurants and cafés across
the cultural village also expe-
rienced significant demand, as
visitors chose to spend their eve-
nings enjoying the scenic seaside
ambience, outdoor dining, and
lively public spaces. Walkways
and gathering areas remained
crowded late into the evening as
families and friends celebrated
together in a welcoming, festive
environment.

Many visitors lauded the organ-
isation and diversity of the events,
noting that the blend of artistic,
cultural, and entertainment ac-
tivities created a comprehensive
family-friendly experience suit-
able for all ages. Guests also com-
mended the vibrant atmosphere
and exceptional event manage-
ment that made Katara one of the
preferred destinations for cel-
ebrating Eid al-Adha in Qatar.

“o ul"-'l
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children in an atmosphere of joy,
communication and preservation
of national identity”

She added that the programme
would continue launching future
initiatives aimed at reviving local
heritage through modern and en-
gaging approaches.

“There is no doubt that this co-
operation played a key role in the
success of the event and reflected
the spirit of community work and
national partnership,” al-Yafie said.

A giant sneaker installation attracts many visitors during the opening
day of Sneaker Con Doha 2026 at DECC yesterday.
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CONDOLENCES

AlKoot Insurance & Reinsurance
extends its heartfelt condolences
to the family of

His Excellency Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Attiyah
Former Deputy Prime Minister &
Minister of Energy and Industry

May Allah rest the departed soul in peace and
give grace and fortitude to the bereaved family.
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We extend our heartfelt condolences and
deepest sympathies to the sons of the deceased.

Mr. Hamad bin Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Attiyah
Dr. Saud bin Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Attiyah
Mr. Abdulaziz bin Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Attiyah
Mr. Nasser bin Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Attiyah
and to all members of the respected
Al-Attiyah family,

on the passing of the late, by God’s will,

His Excellency Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Attiyah

Former Deputy Prime Minister & Minister of Energy and Industry,
Former Chairman and Managing Director of Qatar Petroleum,
and member of the Board of Directors of Al-Attiyah Foundation..

May God have mercy upon the deceased and grant him a place in
his spacious paradise, and grant his family and
beloved ones patience and solace.
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