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HE the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Affairs Sheikh Saud bin Abdulrahman 
bin Hassan al-Thani interacting with participants at the ongoing Doha International Book Fair (DIBF) 
yesterday. Page 12

Deputy Prime Minister visits DIBF
PM leads Qatar at
fi rst Europe-Gulf 
summit in Athens

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani 
participated yesterday in the in-
augural summit of the Alliance 
for Europe-Gulf Geopolitical and 
Investments Summit, held in Ath-
ens, Greece.

The summit aims to expand co-
operation in political, economic, 
investment and development af-
fairs, and to strengthen partner-
ships between the Gulf Co-opera-
tion Council (GCC) states and the 
European Union.

On the sidelines of the sum-
mit, Finnish President Alexander 
Stubb met the Prime Minister.

At the outset of the meeting, HE 
the Prime Minister conveyed the 
greetings of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
to the Finnish president, wishing 
him good health and happiness, 
and the Finnish people continued 
progress and prosperity.

The president entrusted Sheikh 
Mohammed with his greetings 
to the Amir, wishing His High-
ness good health and happiness, 
and the Qatari people continued 
progress and development.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed co-operation and ways to 
support and strengthen it. They 
also discussed developments in 
the region, particularly those re-
lated to the ceasefi re between the 

US and Iran, and eff orts aimed at 
reducing escalation to contribute 
to enhancing security and stability 
in the region.

HE Sheikh Mohammed also met 
on the sidelines of the summit 
Kuwaiti Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmed Abdullah al-Ahmed al-
Sabah. They discussed the bi-
lateral co-operation and ways to 
support and strengthen it. They 
also discussed developments in 
the region, particularly those re-
lated to the ceasefi re between the 
US and Iran, and eff orts aimed at 
de-escalation to contribute to en-
hancing security and stability in 
the region.

Sheikh Mohammed  stressed 
the need for all parties to respond 
positively to the ongoing media-
tion eff orts, which would pave the 
way for addressing the root caus-
es of the crisis through peaceful 
means and dialogue, leading to a 
sustainable agreement that pre-
vents renewed escalation.

Qatar eyes 20 climatetech unicorns by 2040

By Santhosh V Perumal
Business Reporter

Qatar’s climatetech sector has stead-
ily evolved from a niche sustainability 
drive into a strategic pillar of diversifi -

cation and national resilience; even as the Iran 
war may appear to slow climate investment, 
but in reality its adoption is slated to acceler-
ate.

Qatar’s market scale, private-sector matu-
rity and oil and gas dependence are challeng-
es; thanks to institutional support and state-
backed innovation programmes, climate 
innovation in Qatar, which abinitio focused on 
energy effi  ciency in the hydrocabons sector, 
has now expanded into broader sustainability 
applications, including renewable energy in-
tegration, smart grids, carbon capture, desali-
nation effi  ciency, biotechnology, and circular 
economy solutions.

Facing acute environmental pressures in-
cluding extreme heat, water scarcity, and 
rising cooling demand, Qatar off ers rising 
opportunities for innovation in district cool-
ing, energy-effi  cient buildings, desalination, 
and AI (artifi cial intelligence)-driven energy 
management.

Emerging research also indicates growing 
potential for geothermal and automation-
enabled clean energy systems adapted to the 
Gulf conditions. 

International collaboration has played a 
decisive role in accelerating the growth of cli-
matetech in Qatar, whose environmental con-
ditions are a natural testing ground for green-
tech solutions, and will continue to be central 
to the country’s climatetech strategy. 

Qatar Foundation-Rolls-Royce pact is a 

pointer to investing, developing, and scaling-
up climatech businesses, with a target to grow 
20 unicorns by 2040, positioning Qatar among 
the top 5 countries globally investing in clean 
energy R&D or research and development (in 
terms of spend per gross domestic product).

It is in line with Qatar’s vision to further 
promote the state’s economic diversifi cation, 
including legislative and commercial incen-
tives to develop projects that preserve the en-
vironment and counter climate change.

QRDI (Qatar Research, Development and 
Innovation) Council has funded the Climate 
Action Center of Excellence (CACE) to launch 
Qatar’s fi rst dedicated Climatetech Venture 
Capital Investment Fund, linking entrepre-
neurs, researchers, and investors to advance 
sustainable technologies and drive Qatar’s 
low-carbon transition.

Qatar Science and Technology Park (QSTP) 
has emerged as the central incubator for sus-
tainability-focused entrepreneurship, off er-
ing accelerator programmes, venture funding, 
and industry partnerships.

Transnational giants as Shell, TotalEner-
gies, and Iberdrola Innovation Middle East 
have worked closely with Qatar-based en-
tities to support startup accelerators, pilot 
projects, and research programs focused on 
sustainability.

Initiatives like the Shell.ai Futures Pitch 
Qatar Edition and the QSTP X TotalEner-
gies WaterTech Accelerator demonstrate 
the country’s intent to attract local and in-
ternational startups working on AI-enabled 
energy systems, water conservation tech-
nologies, and industrial decarbonisation 
solutions.  To Page 2

Summer diving season brings adventure, ocean awareness

By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

As temperatures climb across 
Qatar and the Gulf region, 
the country’s marine sea-

son is returning with renewed 
energy, drawing divers, swimmers 
and beachgoers back to the sea for 
a summer of exploration, recrea-
tion and underwater adventure.

But alongside the excitement, 
diving professionals are also 
stressing the importance of prep-
aration, safety and environmental 
responsibility before heading into 
the water.

Professional Association of 

Diving Instructors (Padi) master 
instructor and diving ambassador 
Khaled Zaki told the Gulf Times 
that scuba diving in Qatar has 
evolved into more than just a rec-
reational activity. It has become a 
lifestyle that combines sport, so-
cial connection and appreciation 
for the marine environment.

“Diving allows people to dis-
connect from daily stress and re-
connect with nature,” says Zaki, 
noting that the summer season 
off ers ideal opportunities to dis-
cover marine life and enjoy out-
door activities with family and 
friends.

He pointed out that proper 
preparation is one of the most im-

portant factors for a safe and en-
joyable diving season, particularly 
during summer. Divers are advised 

to inspect all equipment carefully 
before entering the water, includ-
ing regulators, buoyancy control 

devices (BCDs), tanks and other 
essential gear.

He adds that boats and vehicles 
used for beach trips or diving ex-
peditions should also be serviced 
and checked thoroughly to avoid 
breakdowns during long journeys.

Physical fi tness also plays a ma-
jor role in underwater safety, says 
Zaki. Maintaining good sleep hab-
its, staying hydrated and engaging 
in regular cardio exercises such as 
swimming, walking or treadmill 
workouts can signifi cantly im-
prove stamina and reduce fatigue 
while diving.

“In the Gulf’s summer condi-
tions, divers can become tired 
quickly because of the heat and 
humidity, but good preparation 
and physical readiness make the 
experience safer and much more 
enjoyable,” he added. To Page 2

From niche sustainability drive to  strategic diversification anchor

Diving ambassador urges preparation 
as Qatar’s summer sea activities expand

Khaled Zaki says proper 
preparation is one of the most 
important factors for a safe and 
enjoyable diving season.

Qatari driver Nasser Saleh al-
Attiyah claimed victory in the 
43rd Jordan International Rally, 
the third round of the 2026 
Middle East Rally Championship 
(MERC), held in the Dead Sea 
region.
Al-Attiyah dominated the rally 
from start to finish, winning all 12 
special stages across the Dead 
Sea and Jordan Valley areas to 
repeat the clean sweep he last 
achieved in 2016.
The victory marked al-Attiyah’s 
second consecutive Jordan 
International Rally title and his 
record-extending 18th triumph 
in the event from 23 career 
appearances.
It was also the 92nd MERC victory 

of al-Attiyah’s career as the 
Qatari star targets a record 21st 
Middle East Rally Championship 
title since first winning the 
championship in 2003, further 
cementing his status as the most 
successful driver in the history of 
the series. Sport Page 4

Qatari driver Nasser Saleh al-

Record 18th Jordan title for NasserRecord 18th Jordan title for Nasser

Talks held with Finnish 
president, Kuwaiti PM
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Qatar reiterates fi rm support for 
Palestinians in Taawon meeting
QNA
Doha

Qatar participated in the annual 
General Assembly meeting of the 
Taawon Welfare Association yes-

terday via videoconferencing. HE Minis-
ter of State for International Cooperation 
Dr Maryam bint Ali bin Nasser al-Misnad 
represented the State of Qatar at the 
meeting.

In her speech at the meeting, HE al-
Misnad referred to the directive issued 
in 2023 by His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani to provide 
medical treatment for 1,500 wounded 
Palestinians and sponsor 3,000 orphans 
from the Palestinian people in the Gaza 
Strip.

The Minister of State for International 
Cooperation expressed her pleasure to be 
participating in the annual General As-
sembly meeting of the Taawon Welfare 
Association alongside this distinguished 
lineup of Palestinian national fi gures from 
Palestine and the diaspora, who have sup-
ported and led the association over the 

past 42 years. She praised their role in 
carrying out the association’s mission and 
advancing the capabilities of the Palestin-
ian people, preserving their heritage and 
identity, supporting their vibrant culture, 
and building civil society to strengthen 
Palestinians’ resilience on their land, all 
while upholding institutional values such 
as national commitment, independence, 
and professionalism.

She renewed Qatar’s fi rm stance regard-
ing the Palestinian cause being the Arab 
and Islamic worlds’ central issue and that 
achieving a just and comprehensive peace 
begins with the two-state solution and the 
establishment of an independent Palestin-
ian state along the June 4, 1967 borders, 
with East Jerusalem as its capital, while 
guaranteeing the right of return for refu-
gees in accordance with international law 
and international legitimacy resolutions.

Through its institutions and interna-
tional forum presence, Qatar continues to 
support the brotherly Palestinian people, 
strengthen their resilience, and preserve 
their national unity, HE the Minister of 
State for International Cooperation said.

Despite the ongoing aggression and 

displacement endured by the Palestinian 
people in the Gaza Strip and the practices 
taking place in Jerusalem and the West 
Bank aimed at altering the situation on 
the ground and imposing a fait accom-
pli that undermines peaceful solutions, 
HE the Minister said, Qatar’s position 
remains steadfast in supporting the le-

gitimate rights of the Palestinian people, 
foremost among them their right to self-
determination and the establishment of 
their independent state.

The Minister of State for International 
Cooperation also affi  rmed that Qatar will 
continue to support the Palestinian peo-
ple, especially the most aff ected groups: 
children, women, the sick, the elderly, 
and persons with disabilities. In this re-
gard, she highlighted the contribution of 
Qatari institutions, particularly the Qatar 
Fund for Development in establishing co-
operation and strategic partnerships with 
the Taawon Welfare Association since 
2015, especially in the fi eld of social care 
for orphans.

Concluding her remarks, HE al-Misnad 
said the Taawon Welfare Association is 
an outstanding example of a national in-
stitution that safeguards the interests of 
the homeland through the expertise and 
dedication of its members, undergoing 
constant revival and development to en-
sure continuity and sustainability in sup-
port of the Palestinian people, while not 
compromising their principles and core 
values.

HE Dr Maryam bint Ali bin Nasser 
al-Misnad

Qatar eyes 20 
climatetech 
unicorns by 2040
From Page 1

The Qatar Edition of Shell.ai Futures Pitch 
2025 competition, held for the first time 
in Doha through a strategic partnership 
between QSTP and Qatar Shell Research 
and Technology Centre has recognised 
three pioneering startups for their 
innovative digital energy solutions.
Qatar, which can leverage its expertise in 
energy systems, off ers immense potential 
to be regional leader in climatetech 
innovation, on growing global demand for 
decarbonisation technologies, sustainable 
infrastructure, and climate adaptation 
solutions.
The sector’s prominence has risen more 
than ever, especially after threats to water 
desalination plants that many regional 
governments now view climatetech 
as part of the national security and 
economic resilience than simply 
environmental policy.
The Middle East crisis has rather exposed 
the vulnerabilities, posing short-term 
operational and investment-related 
hurdles; even as it reinforces the 
importance of decentralised renewable 
energy systems, water security 
technologies, and climate-resilient 
infrastructure.
Investments in renewable energy, battery 
storage, smart grids, water security 
technologies, carbon capture, and AI-
enabled infrastructure management are 
slated to accelerate as they have not only 
become urgent strategic priorities but also 
the region seek to reduce dependence on 
vulnerable hydrocarbon assets.
The conflict has underscored risks to 
desalination facilities and critical utilities, 
creating strong demand for sustainable 
water technologies and resilient urban 
infrastructure across the Gulf.
In the short-term, supply chain disruptions 
remain a concern as many climatetech 
firms depend on imported components like 
solar panels, batteries, semiconductors, and 
advanced industrial equipment.
Geopolitical tensions, shipping delays, 
and rising logistics costs have temporarily 
increased project expenses and slowed 
down implementation timelines across 
the region.
Long-term potential far outweighs short-
term woes; Qatar’s future climatetech 
success will likely depend on its ability to 
commercialise research, scale startups 
regionally, and balance energy leadership 
with sustainability commitments in an 
increasingly carbon-conscious world.
Qatar has all the ingredients — capital, 
infrastructure and strategy — to become 
an international laboratory for climate 
resilience innovation.

Summer diving season brings adventure, ocean awareness
From Page 1

Zaki highlighted seasonal hazards 
that beachgoers and divers 
should be aware of, including 
jellyfish, which can appear 
unexpectedly in Gulf waters 
during the hotter months.
Wearing rash guards or lycra suits 
can help protect the skin while 
increasing comfort in the water, 
he said, adding that carrying 
jellyfish sting cream or vinegar 
is a practical precaution during 
beach outings, he added.
The Padi master instructor 
also stressed the importance 
of walking carefully barefoot 
on the sand, noting that rocks 
and hidden objects on crowded 
beaches could cause injuries.
Communication and teamwork 
underwater remain equally 
important, according to Zaki. 
Divers are encouraged to conduct 
buddy checks before every dive, 

attend proper dive briefings 
and maintain contact with dive 
partners and groups before and 
after entering the water.
“Good communication 
underwater increases both 
safety and confidence. Divers 
should never rush or overexert 
themselves, especially during 
summer dives,” says Zaki.

Checking weather forecasts and 
tidal conditions before planning 
beach or diving trips is another 
key safety measure. With weather 
conditions changing quickly 
during summer, Zaki recommends 
using mobile applications to 
monitor tides and sea conditions 
to avoid unexpected currents or 
unsafe situations.

Hydration is also essential in 
Qatar’s extreme temperatures. 
Zaki advises divers and beach 
visitors to drink enough water 
and fresh juices throughout 
the day and to carry sunscreen, 
particularly for children spending 
long hours outdoors.
It is learnt that the growing 
popularity of underwater 
photography is also changing the 
diving experience. Aff ordable, 
high-resolution underwater 
cameras are allowing divers to 
document marine life and share 
their experiences with others, 
helping promote appreciation for 
Qatar’s coastal environment.
For non-divers and families 
visiting beaches, many of the 
same safety rules apply. Zaki 
warned parents to remain 
cautious of rip currents, 
especially when children are 
using inflatable toys in open 
water. Strong currents can pull 

inflatables away from shore 
within seconds if left unattended.
Beach visitors driving on sand 
dunes or remote coastal areas 
should also understand basic 
four-wheel-drive techniques, 
including reducing tyre pressure 
before driving on soft sand. 
Without proper preparation, 
vehicles can easily become stuck, 
turning a relaxing outing into a 
stressful experience.
Zaki also underlined the 
importance of protecting Qatar’s 
beaches and marine ecosystems 
during the busy summer season. 
He encouraged visitors to collect 
their waste, use trash bags, and 
dispose of litter properly in the 
designated bins available along 
many beaches.
“Keeping the beaches clean 
protects the environment and 
ensures everyone can continue 
enjoying these places in the 
future,” he says.
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Despite rising temperatures, Qatar’s 
summer is unfolding as a vibrant 
season of events, with national 

campaigns and curated experiences creat-
ing a safe, engaging environment for fami-
lies, residents, and visitors.

Qatar is redefi ning the summer experi-
ence, with an expanding calendar of events 
and initiatives positioning the country as a 
dynamic seasonal destination despite the 
region’s rising temperatures.

Driven by co-ordinated eff orts from 
government entities, Visit Qatar, and the 
wider hospitality sector, the country has 
introduced a diverse programme designed 

to enhance public engagement while pri-
oritising safety, comfort and accessibility.

At the centre of this seasonal push is 
Visit Qatar’s 

“Hala Summer” campaign, running 
from April to September, complemented 
by the “Summer is Free” initiative, which 
off ers a range of family-friendly incentives 
and experiences aimed at making summer 
more accessible and engaging.

Together, these campaigns refl ect a 
strategic eff ort to transform the tradition-
ally quieter season into a period of sus-
tained activity.

According to Qatar Calendar, May marks 
the beginning of a packed programme that 
reinforces Qatar’s positioning as a leading 
summer destination.

From major cultural events, such as the 

Doha International Book Fair 2026 (DIBF 
2026) to high-profi le sporting fi xtures, in-
cluding the Amir Cup Final, the calendar 
refl ects a deliberate eff ort to cater to varied 
audiences.

Family-focused entertainment remains 
a key pillar of the programme.

Events such as Fontana Circus at Hyatt 
Plaza, Eid al-Adha activations across mul-
tiple venues, and themed experiences like 
“Summer Splash” at Meryal Waterpark 
Beach featuring popular global characters 
highlight a strong emphasis on engaging 
younger audiences and families.

At the same time, cultural and artistic 
off erings continue to shape the season.

Exhibitions across Qatar Museums 
(QM), alongside concerts, theatre produc-
tions and educational workshops, provide 

diverse opportunities for engagement.
Seasonal markets, such as Torba Market 

at The Pearl Island further contribute to a 
community-focused atmosphere.

Amid ongoing regional uncertainty, 
the scale and consistency of these initia-
tives underscore a broader commitment to 
maintaining stability and ensuring a safe 
and welcoming environment.

Event planning and public messaging 
continue to prioritise visitor comfort, ac-
cessibility and crowd management.

As the country moves into the peak 
summer period and the Eid holidays, the 
breadth of programming signals a shift in 
how the season is experienced.

Rather than slowing down, Qatar’s 
summer is evolving into a time defi ned 
by connectivity, curated experiences and 

community engagement, reinforcing its 
appeal as an active and resilient destina-
tion in the region.

Qatar’s summer calendar turns the 
season into vibrant hub of activity
By Shaima Sheriff 
Staff  Reporter

According to Qatar Calendar, May marks 
the beginning of a packed programme 
that reinforces Qatar’s positioning as a 
leading summer destination. 
PICTURE: Shaima Sheriff 

The 2025-26 agricultural 
season is considered the 
strongest over recent years 

due to the improved government 
support programmes, stronger 
marketing channels, and higher 
production levels in spite of the 
weather-related challenges, ac-
cording to local farm managers and 
owners.

They noted that the agricultural 
coupon support system helped re-
duce nearly 40% of the production 
costs by allowing growers to freely 
choose seeds, fertilisers, and pes-
ticides from the suppliers that best 
suited their quality requirements.

Some local farm representa-
tives expressed their appreciation 
for the role of the central market 
and Mahaseel in supporting local 
produce, noting that purchases of 
local vegetables increased by 30% 
compared to the previous seasons.

However, they said heavy rains 
and weather changes in March 
caused signifi cant damage to some 
greenhouses, prompting calls for 
additional support to the aff ected 
farms.

Local farm owners urged the 
authorities to expand agricultural 
support for the next season to 
include water desalination sup-
plies, technical production mate-
rials, and additional agricultural 
ploughs, while stressing the need 
to distribute seeds well before the 
start of the planting season.

Farm owner Nasser Ali al-
Kuwari said Qatar’s agricultural 
sector has witnessed remarkable 
development in the recent years 
thanks to government backing.

He noted that the current season 
delivered positive production and 
marketing results despite climate-
related challenges and the storms 
that caused some damage to the 
greenhouses.

Al-Kuwari highlighted the fl ex-
ibility off ered by the coupon sys-
tem and called for broader support 
covering water desalination and 
other technical agricultural needs.

He added that local agricultural 
output in some crop categories has 

increased by 50-60%, refl ecting 
the sector’s rapid growth.

Farm manager Eng. Saber al-
Dahmani said the season saw sev-
eral positive developments in ag-
ricultural support and production 
supplies, although challenges re-
main, particularly the supply quo-
ta system imposed by Mahaseel.

He said that while the coupon 
system provided ongoing sup-
port throughout the season, many 
farms still had to purchase 60-
70% of their production inputs 
independently due to the insuffi  -
cient quantities and the high cost 
of fertilisers.

Another farm owner, Ali Nouh 
al-Mutawa, stressed the impor-
tance of supporting greenhouse 
maintenance, describing it as one 
of farmers’ priorities for the next 
season.

He said maintenance costs for 
fans, pumps, cooling panels, and 
plastic covers have become a ma-
jor fi nancial burden, with repair 
expenses sometimes reaching half 
the value of the greenhouse itself 
after three years.

Al-Mutawa called for earlier 
seed distribution and faster access 
to agricultural plows to help farm-

ers better prepare for the season.
Farm supervisor Eng. Mohamed 

Mousa said that the 2025-26 sea-
son recorded around 20% growth 
in production compared to last 
year, making it the best season in 
terms of support programmes.

He confi rmed that the coupon 
system signifi cantly reduced op-

erational expenses and praised the 
availability of seeds and fertilisers.

Mousa also commended the role 
of the central market and Mahaseel 
in absorbing larger quantities of 
local vegetables, while urging an 
increase in procurement quotas 
next season to match the growing 
production capacity of local farms.

Season’s agriculture yield ‘the best in years’ thanks to government support
By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

Qatar Railways Company 
(Qatar Rail), in collabo-
ration with the Primary 

Health Care Corporation (PHCC), 
is organising the third edition 
of the “Journey Toward Health” 
awareness event at Al Sadd Sta-
tion at the Doha Metro on May 18-
19, coinciding with “World Family 
Doctor Day”.

The event is part of Qatar Rail’s 
corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) strategy, which aims to de-
liver a range of community initia-
tives that strengthen engagement 
with the public across the Doha 
Metro network.

From time to time, Qatar Rail 
hosts a variety of public activa-
tions as part of its “Metro Events” 
series, held across Doha Metro sta-
tions throughout the year, within 
its ongoing eff orts to turn metro 
stations into attraction points and 
destinations for diff erent seg-
ments of the community.

The “Journey Toward Health” 

event, hosted at Al Sadd Station on 
the Gold Line of the Doha Metro, 
will off er the public free medical 
consultations and check-ups, in 
addition to activities and the dis-
tribution of gifts and awareness 

booklets to encourage customers 
to adopt a healthy lifestyle.

For the fi rst time since its 
launch, this year’s edition will also 
off er medical consultations on 
mental health.

Qatar Rail, PHCC to host awareness event

A file picture of a previous ‘Journey Toward Health’ awareness event.

The Doha Film Institute (DFI) 
has launched its new pub-
lication, Atlas of Cinematic 

Affi  nities: 15 Years of Doha Film 
Institute, a book documenting 
the collective cinematic journeys 
of independent fi lmmakers from 
the Middle East and North Africa 
(Mena) region and beyond.

The title refl ects the essence of 
the publication, with the atlas map-
ping relationships and distances, 
while cinematic affi  nities highlights 
the shared infl uences, recurring 
motifs, and creative connections 
linking fi lmmakers across languag-
es, geographies, and generations.

The publication traces these connections through 
a constellation of storytelling that transcends bor-
ders.

The book features two key design elements: a fully 
bilingual Arabic-English format in which language 
itself becomes a visual and structural component, 
and a design inspired by the rhythm of moving im-
ages, giving the publication a distinctly cinematic 
character beyond the printed page.

DFI chief executive Fatma Hassan al-Remaihi 
stated that the publication represents a living record 
of a generation of fi lmmakers and the journeys that 
shaped their creative voices.

She added that the book documents the creative 
process in an honest and spontaneous way, preserv-
ing not only the fi lms themselves but also the ideas, 
infl uences, and emotions behind them.

Al-Remaihi noted that the publication was devel-
oped during a period marked by major regional and 

global transformations and refl ects 
a generation of fi lmmakers shaped 
by complex histories and lived ex-
periences.

She said that alongside Qatar’s 
wider investment in culture, edu-
cation, and innovation, the DFI has 
continued supporting fi lmmakers 
exploring themes of identity, mem-
ory, resistance, and future possi-
bilities, contributing to a cinematic 
legacy engaged with both personal 
and collective narratives.

Editor Zaina Bseiso said the con-
cept behind the Atlas of Cinematic 
Affi  nities emerged from a desire to 

highlight the often-overlooked moments within a 
fi lmmaker’s creative journey.

She said that while completed fi lms are celebrated 
publicly, the questions, inspirations, challenges, ex-
periments, and research that shape the fi nal work are 
the focus of the publication.

Bseiso added that the book was designed as an 
immersive experience driven by emotional reso-
nance, bringing together interconnected visual and 
conceptual elements to create what she described as 
a collective cinematic moment.

The publication received more than 8,000 pages 
of submissions from fi lmmakers associated with 
DFI-supported projects across more than 80 coun-
tries.

According to the DFI, the result is both a curated 
archive and a design object refl ecting a wide range 
of cinematic voices, themes, and approaches, while 
preserving the emotional depth behind the stories 
featured in the book. – QNA

he Doha Film Institute (DFI) global transformations and refl ects 

DFI launches DFI launches Atlas of Cinematic AffinitiesAtlas of Cinematic Affinities
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As part of Qatar’s consistent humani-
tarian eff orts to support displaced 
and aff ected people in Syria, the Qa-

tar Fund for Development (QFFD) and Qa-
tar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) are work-
ing together to provide multi-sector relief 
aid, such as fuel, food and medical supplies, 
and hygiene kits, amid the challenges facing 
the country.

This activity falls under a larger scheme 
of projects aimed at ensuring the continuity 
of vital services for the target populations.

First, health facilities are receiving fuel to 
run power generators, with 414,000 litres 
of fuel delivered so far, out of 453,500 litres 
to be distributed to numerous hospitals, 
which serve approximately 85,000 vulner-
able people in 11 governorates, including 

internally displaced people (IDPs), return-
ees, female breadwinners, and families with 
children and older persons.

There are further procurements in 
progress to supply the hospitals with es-
sential medications, medical consumables, 
and laboratory equipment that would cover 
their operational needs for two months.

The programme also involves a set of re-
lief interventions to alleviate the suff ering 
of aff ected families.

In terms of food security, food parcels 
will be distributed to 7,380 families, or 
37,000 people, to meet their basic food 
needs for a full month.

Other distributions include 7,380 hy-
giene kits, containing standard supplies to 
promote cleanliness and reduce morbidity 
rates, particularly in underserved regions.

These eff orts demonstrate the humani-
tarian role played by Qatar’s humanitarian 
organisations in solidarity with the Syrian 
people and in response to the critical hu-
manitarian situation in Syria. – QNA

QFFD, QRCS provide 
humanitarian relief 
in support of Syria

Israel launched a massive series of 
airstrikes on southern Lebanon yes-
terday, despite an extension of the 

truce between the two countries.
Israel says it is targeting Hezbollah but 

the strikes were preceded by an evacua-
tion warning covering nine villages.

And the continuing bombardment 
has only increased scepticism about the 
truce among the Lebanese driven from 
their homes in the south.

Lebanon’s state-run National News 
Agency (NNA) reported strikes on more 
than two dozen villages yesterday, in-
cluding one over 50km from the border.

It also reported a new exodus of resi-
dents towards the southern city of Sidon 
and the capital Beirut.

On Friday, the two countries agreed to 
extend a ceasefi re, which began on April 
17, by another 45 days.

UN chief Antonio Guterres said yes-
terday that he “welcomes” the extension 
and “urges all actors to fully respect the 
cessation of hostilities”.

Despite the ceasefi re, Israel continues 
to conduct strikes in Lebanon, and its 
forces are occupying territory near the 
border.

Hezbollah, meanwhile, regularly 
claims attacks on northern Israel and 
against the Israeli military in southern 
Lebanon.

Israeli attacks since the start of the 
war have killed more than 2,900 people 
in Lebanon, including more than 400 
since the truce took eff ect, according to 
Lebanese authorities.

Israel has also reported the deaths of 
19 soldiers in southern Lebanon since 
fi ghting with Hezbollah erupted.

The latest strikes come after envoys 
from Israel and Lebanon held negotia-
tions in Washington, following the fi rst 
direct talks in decades last month be-
tween the two countries, which do not 
have diplomatic relations.

They agreed to extend the ceasefi re.
Iran-backed Hezbollah opposes the 

negotiations and claimed an attack yes-
terday against Israeli troops in the Leba-
nese town of Khiam.

The group justifi ed their action by ac-
cusing Israel of ceasefi re violations and 

“attacks that targeted villages in south-
ern Lebanon”.

Residents from southern Lebanon say 
the truce is not being implemented.

“This is not a truce as long as Israeli 
attacks continue against the south and 
its people, with deaths, injuries and de-
struction,” said Ali Salameh, 60, from a 
school in Beirut where he has been dis-
placed since the start of the war.

“What kind of truce is this when they 
have just threatened villages and people 
are being displaced? Where is the state? 
We stand only with the resistance,” said 
Nawal Mezhir, also displaced from the 
south.

Lebanon was dragged into the Mid-
dle East war on March 2 when Hezbollah 
fi red rockets at Israel in retaliation for 
the killing of Iran’s supreme leader Ali 
Khamenei.

On Friday, Israel struck the southern 
city of Tyre.

“They destroyed the entire neigh-
bourhood,” said Ibrahim Kahwaji, a tai-
lor who was wounded in the leg. “They 
are emptying the south of its popula-
tion... It’s a real occupation. We want a 
solution.”

Israel hits south Lebanon 
after ceasefi re extension
AFP
Beirut

Lebanese Prime Min-
ister Nawaf Salam has 
said his country has had 

enough “reckless” wars for 
foreign interests, calling for 
Arab and international sup-
port in Beirut’s negotiations 
with Israel.

Speaking at an non-gov-
ernmental organisation 
(NGO) dinner on Friday, 
Salam said that he hoped to 
“mobilise all Arab and inter-
national support to bolster 
our position in the negotia-
tions” with Israel, shortly af-
ter the last round of talks end-
ed and extended the ongoing 
truce for 45 days.

In an implicit rebuke to 
Hezbollah, which joined the 
Middle East war in support of 
Iran on March 2, Salam said 
the country had “enough of 
these reckless adventures 
serving foreign projects or in-
terests, the latest being a war 
we did not choose but was 
forced upon us, which led to 
Israel occupying 68 towns and 
villages”.

“And after all this, with all 
the killing, destruction, dis-
placement, and tragedies (the 
war) brought, someone comes 
along trying to insult our in-
telligence and calls it a vic-
tory,” he added, also hinting at 
Hezbollah. “Enough with the 
incitement and accusations of 
treason; this will not and can-
not intimidate us.” – AFP

Lebanon ‘has had 
enough reckless 
wars for foreign 
interests’: Salam

An Israeli airstrike on 
Gaza killed the chief of 
Hamas’s military wing, 

the most senior offi  cial from 
the Palestinian group killed 
by Israel since an October US-
backed ceasefi re agreement.

The Israeli military said 
yesterday that Izz al-Din al-
Haddad was killed in what it 
described as a precise strike 
on Gaza City on Friday.

Israel has repeatedly car-
ried out strikes on Gaza since 
the ceasefi re started.

Hamas confi rmed that 
Haddad, who was born in 
1970, was killed along with his 
wife and daughter.

At Al Aqsa Martyrs Mosque 
in central Gaza, a joint funeral 
was held yesterday for Hadd-
ad, his wife and their 19-year-
old daughter.

Israel carried out at least 
two attacks on Gaza on Friday, 
killing seven, including three 
women and one child, ac-
cording to local medics.

A Palestinian source said 
Haddad was killed in a strike 
on an apartment building.

In a joint statement with his 
defence minister on Friday, 
announcing that the military 
had targeted Haddad, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said Haddad was 
an architect of the events of 
October 7, 2023 that precipi-
tated Israel’s assault on Gaza.

The military also said that 
Haddad was involved in hold-
ing Israeli hostages.

Haddad had previously 
survived six assassination 
attempts, the source said. – 
Reuters/AFP

Israel military 
strike kills 
Hamas armed 
wing leader
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An Ebola outbreak in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DR Congo) 
that has caused at least 80 deaths 

has a “very high lethality rate” and no 
vaccine or specifi c treatment, the coun-
try’s health minister warned yesterday.

Nearly 250 suspected cases of the the 
highly contagious haemorrhagic fever 
have been recorded in DR Congo, accord-
ing to the health ministry, with one death 
reported in neighbouring Uganda.

Medical aid group Doctors Without 
Borders (Medecins Sans Frontieres, MSF) 
said it was preparing a “large-scale re-
sponse”, calling the rapid spread of the 
outbreak “extremely concerning”.

“The Bundibugyo strain has no vac-
cine, no specifi c treatment,” DR Congo’s 
Health Minister Samuel-Roger Kamba 
said yesterday. “This strain has a very high 
lethality rate which can reach 50%.”

Earlier yesterday ministry offi  cials an-
nounced that the death toll had reached 

80, up from 65 the previous day.
The strain has also claimed one life in 

neighbouring Uganda, offi  cials said, that 
of a Congolese national.

That correlated with an announcement 
late on Friday by Uganda’s health minis-
try, which said a 59-year-old man from 
the DR Congo had died in Kampala after 
being admitted earlier in the week.

His body was repatriated the same day.
Tests showed the victim in Uganda was 

infected with the Bundibugyo strain of 
Ebola, fi rst identifi ed in 2007.

Vaccines are only available for the Zaire 
strain, which was identifi ed in 1976 and 
has a higher fatality rate of 60-90%.

Health offi  cials had confi rmed the lat-
est outbreak on Friday in Ituri province in 
northeastern DR Congo, bordering Ugan-
da and South Sudan, according to the Af-
rica Centres for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC Africa).

Adding to concerns of spread are sig-

nifi cant cross-border population move-
ments in the region aff ected.

According to Kamba, patient zero was a 
nurse who reported to a health facility in 
provincial capital Bunia on April 24, with 
symptoms suggesting Ebola.

Symptoms of the disease include fever, 
haemorrhaging and vomiting.

MSF said it is mobilising medical, lo-
gistical and support staff  to help with the 
outbreak response.

“The number of cases and deaths we 
are seeing in such a short timeframe, 
combined with the spread across several 
health zones and now across the border, 
is extremely concerning,” says MSF emer-
gency programme manager Trish New-
port.

It is the 17th Ebola outbreak to hit the 
DR Congo, and offi  cials warned of a high 
risk of spread.

The country’s health ministry said that 
overnight the number of fatalities had 

risen to “246 suspected cases notifi ed and 
80 deaths”.

“It is a large outbreak,” said Jay Bhatta-
charya, acting director of the US Centres 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
on Friday.

The previous outbreak of Ebola, which 
has killed some 15,000 people in Africa 
over the past 50 years, despite advances in 
vaccines and treatment, was last August 
in the central region.

That episode killed at least 34 people, 
before being declared eradicated in De-
cember.

Nearly 2,300 people died in the dead-
liest outbreak in the DR Congo between 
2018 and 2020.

Ebola, believed to have originated in 
bats, is a viral disease spread through 
direct contact with bodily fl uids. It can 
cause severe bleeding and organ failure.

According to the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO), outbreaks over the 

past half century have seen a mortality 
rate among those aff ected of between 25-
90%.

The virus spreads from person to per-
son through bodily fl uids or exposure to 
the blood of infected persons, who be-
come contagious only once they display 
symptoms.

The incubation period can last up to 21 
days.

“Given the uncertainties and severity 
of the illness, there is concern about the 
scale of transmission in aff ected com-
munities,” the WHO said on Friday as it 
prepared to airlift fi ve tonnes of material 
including infection prevention gear from 
Kinshasa.

Large-scale transport of medical 
equipment is a challenge in DR Congo, 
a country of more than 100mn people 
which is four times the size of France but 
has poor communications infrastructure. 
– AFP

‘No vaccine for latest Ebola outbreak’‘No vaccine for latest Ebola outbreak’

A senior Islamic State (IS) 
group leader, described 
as “the most active ter-

rorist in the world”, has been 
killed in a joint operation by US 
and Nigerian forces in the west 
African country, the two coun-
tries’ presidents said.

Under US sanctions since 
2023, Abu-Bilal al-Minuki was 
the second-in-command of 
IS worldwide, according to US 
President Donald Trump and 
the two militaries.

The killing comes as IS ac-
tivity is increasingly concen-
trated in Africa, hitting a record 
high of 86% in the fi rst quarter 
of 2026, up from 49% in all of 
2024, according to global con-
fl ict monitor ACLED report re-
leased this week.

Trump said in a post on Truth 
Social announcing the killing, 
that “at my direction, brave 
American forces and the Armed 
Forces of Nigeria fl awlessly ex-
ecuted a meticulously planned 
and very complex mission to 
eliminate the most active ter-
rorist in the world from the bat-
tlefi eld”.

The Nigerian defence forces 
said that al-Minuki was a “sen-
ior ISIS leader and one of the 
world’s most active terrorists”, 
using another name for the reli-
gious militant group.

Trump, who has previously 
accused Nigeria of failing to 
protect Christians from Islamist 
militants, thanked the Nigerian 
government for its partnership 
in the operation.

Nigeria denies discriminating 
against any religion, saying that 
its security forces target armed 
groups that attack both Chris-
tians and Muslims.

As director of global op-
erations for the IS, al-Minuki 
provided strategic guidance 
on media and fi nancial opera-
tions and “the development and 
manufacturing of weapons, ex-
plosives and drones”, according 
to the Nigerian military and US 
Africa Command (AFRICOM).

“Al-Minuki was the most ac-
tive terrorist in the world and 
has a signifi cant history of in-
volvement in planning attacks 
and directing hostage taking,” 
said AFRICOM.

“Nigerian Armed Forces, 
working closely with the Armed 
Forces of the United States, 
conducted a daring joint opera-
tion that dealt a heavy blow to 
the ranks of the Islamic State,” 
Nigeria’s President Bola Tinubu 
said, confi rming the killing.

Tinubu said in his statement 
that al-Minuki, also known as 
Abu-Mainok, was slain along 

with his lieutenants, “on his 
compound in the Lake Chad Ba-
sin”, a restive region straddling 
Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cam-
eroon.

The operation was “a meticu-
lously planned and highly com-
plex precision air-land opera-
tion” carried out yesterday from 
just after midnight through 4am 
(2300 and 0300 GMT), the Ni-
gerian army said.

Nigerian military spokesman 
Sani Uba said that al-Minuki 
had established a “concealed 
and fortifi ed enclave” at a re-
mote village in the Borno State 
in the northeast.

Borno has endured an insur-
gency waged by Boko Haram 
and its splinter group Islamic 
State West Africa Province 
(ISWAP) for 17 years that has 
killed thousands and displaced 
2mn people.

The Nigerian military sees 
al-Minuki’s death as removing 
a “critical node through which 
ISIS co-ordinated and directed 
operations across diff erent re-
gions of the world”.

Nigeria has long been battling 
religious militant insurgents, 
including Boko Haram and re-
gional off shoots of the IS organ-
isation, primarily the ISWAP.

Since late 2025, Nigeria has 
been under pressure from the 
US, which has accused it of not 
doing enough to combat the Is-
lamist militant threat.

On Christmas Day, the United 
States, in collaboration with 
Nigerian authorities, carried 
out airstrikes in northwestern 
Sokoto State targeting fi ghters 
from the IS in the Sahel group, 
usually active in neighbouring 
Niger.

Tinubu thanked Trump for 
his “leadership and unwavering 
support in this eff ort”, and that 
he looked “forward to more de-
cisive strikes against all terrorist 
enclaves across the nation”.

Local media had previously 
reported that al-Minuki had 
been killed in 2024.

However, Vincent Foucher, a 
specialist on Nigerian confl icts 
with France’s National Centre 
for Scientifi c Research, told AFP 
that the latest claim is “more 
plausible” because the US is 
“quite precise”.

Trump, Nigeria claim killing of senior IS leader
AFP/Reuters
LagosNigerian lawmaker 

confirms kidnapping 
of 42 schoolchildren

A lawmaker from a restive Nigerian northeast-
ern region has confi rmed the kidnapping by 
suspected militants of dozens of children, 

putting the number of those snatched at 42.
Africa’s most populous country is battling a 17-

year insurgency by religious militant groups, which 
have made such abductions a key tactic – including 
an infamous 2014 kidnapping of hundreds of school-
girls in the town of Chibok.

Local residents and parents in Mussa village told 
AFP on Friday that religious militants raided a school 
and seized between 35-43 children.

Mohammed Ali Ndume, a senator in northeastern 
Borno state, the epicentre of Nigeria’s religious mili-
tant insurgency, told AFP that according to a tally by 
the local Mussa village offi  cials, 42 were taken.

The community held a meeting yesterday and “we 
realised that 48 children were abducted”, villager Bu-
kar Buba, told AFP.

The Friday morning attack came shortly after Ni-
gerian troops had left the area, said Buba, whose 
daughter and niece were among those kidnapped.

Though violence has waned from the peak of Ni-
geria’s religious militant insurgency, kicked off  by 
Boko Haram’s 2009 uprising, analysts have warned of 
an increase in attacks since 2025.

No group has claimed the kidnapping, but Boko 
Haram and its rival, the Islamic State West Africa 
Province (ISWAP) are active in the area.

Borno South senatorial district is where Boko Har-
am kidnapped more than 270 girls in the town of Chi-
bok in 2014, drawing outrage around the world.

The state had not witnessed another school kid-
napping since.

Most school kidnappings have taken place in the 
northwest of the country. – AFP/Reuters

President Bola Tinubu

Tunisians protest over arrests and economic strain
Hundreds of Tunisians protested in the capital Tunis yesterday against President Kais Saied, 
accusing him of undermining freedoms and presiding over a worsening economic and social 
crisis. The protest was held under the slogan: “The people are hungry and prisons are full.”
Tunisia is facing acute economic strain, with sluggish growth, soaring prices, shortages of 
medicines and some food, financing pressures, and deteriorating public services.
Saied dissolved parliament and began ruling by decree in 2022. – Reuters

Nigeria police reveal 17 officers 
died in last week’s militant raid

Nigeria’s police said yesterday that religious militants killed 17 
offi  cers last week in a raid at a special training centre in the 
country’s northeast, the heartland of a long-running Islam-

ist insurgency.
Since 2009, the west African country has been battling Boko Har-

am and its splinter faction the Islamic State West Africa Province 
(ISWAP), which both seek to establish an Islamist caliphate in the 
region.

“The Nigeria Police Force regrettably announces the tragic loss of 
seventeen (17) police offi  cers who paid the supreme price... follow-
ing a terrorist attack on the Nigerian Army Special Forces School” 
on May 8 said a statement from the force.

“The offi  cers, who were undergoing specialised operational train-
ing at the institution, lost their lives when terrorists launched a co-
ordinated attack on the facility from multiple directions at about 
0115hrs (0015 GMT),” it said of the attack in northeastern Yobe state.

The Nigerian military said a day after the attack that it had killed 
at least 50 militants during clashes at the base, mentioning the 
death of two soldiers.

The military said the militants were killed as forces fought off  a 
co-ordinated ISWAP assault on the headquarters of its brigade in 
the town of Buni Gari, as well as a nearby checkpoint in Yobe state.

An intelligence source confi rmed the attack and the army’s coun-
teroff ensive to AFP, but said the military had “grossly under-de-
clared its casualties and bloated the losses suff ered by the terrorists”, 
without giving exact fi gures. – AFP
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Alberta’s separatists hit by legal 
setback as PM Carney seeks unity
Reuters
Ottawa

Alberta separatists have 
been dealt their fi rst major 
setback in their campaign 

for a referendum on seceding 
 from Canada, after a provincial 
court ruled this week in favor of a 
First Nations bid to halt the refer-
endum petition.

The ruling, which the oil-rich 
province’s  populist leader has 
promised to appeal, further com-
plicates the uphill campaign for 
an independent Alberta that sep-
aratists have  hoped will go before 
voters in an October referendum.

But reactions so  far from sepa-
ratist leaders and Alberta’s con-
servative premier, Danielle Smith, 
 indicate the campaign will remain 
a major challenge for Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney, who hopes 
for a united Canadian front as he 
grapples with US tariff s and dip-
lomatic tensions.

Carney, who signed an energy 
agreement with Smith in Alberta 
on Friday, is treading carefully.

“I think what is crucial is that all 
rights are respected through this 
process... the right to privacy, In-
digenous rights, clarity of the ques-
tion, and a full understanding of the 
federation,” Carney said. Alberta 
separatists have aimed to tap into 
long-running resentment toward 
successive Liberal governments in 
Ottawa, which they believe have 
undermined the province’s oil and 
gas industry with onerous envi-
ronmental regulations. Polling has 
consistently shown, however, that 
separation is supported by only 
about one-third of the province’s 
voters.

Justice Shaina Leonard ruled 
on Wednesday that the province’s 
chief electoral offi  cer was wrong 
to allow separatists to collect sig-
natures requesting a referendum, 
because the process should have 
triggered a consultation with In-
digenous peoples whose rights 

might be violated by Alberta’s 
separation from Canada.

“Alberta independence would 
fundamentally contravene” the land 
treaties Indigenous peoples signed 
with Canada, Leonard said. Smith, 
who  pushed through several legisla-
tive changes last year making it easier 
for separatists to trigger a referendum, 
said the court decision was “incor-
rect in law.”

Smith has stopped short of 
publicly supporting independ-
ence, but some factions of the 
movement back her leadership. 
She said that her government 
would appeal against Leonard’s 
ruling.  Earlier this month, the 
separatist group Stay Free Al-
berta said it delivered a petition 
to Elections Alberta with more 
than 300,000 signatures, which 
have yet to be validated but would 
be more than enough to trigger a 
referendum. The separatist cam-
paign has also had to grapple in 
recent weeks with a data breach 
and a backlash over meetings with 

the US Trump administration.
Elections Alberta said it was in-

vestigating the unauthorised use 
of a list of voters by the Centurion 
Project, a separatist group that re-
ceived a database with personal 
information on hundreds of vot-
ers. That database  had been legally 
provided to the Republican Party of 
 Alberta, another separatist group.

Both the Republican Party of 
Alberta and the Centurion Project 
have denied any wrongdoing. The 
movement also gained interna-
tional attention when the US State 
Department confi rmed in Febru-
ary that staff -level meetings were 
held with members of Alberta’s 
separatist movement. While the 
department said there would be no 
future meetings, Leonard’s ruling 
this week noted a signifi cant risk of 
foreign interference in the matter.

Grace Skogstad, a professor 
emerita of political science at the 
University of Toronto, said the 
Alberta data breach and claims of 
foreign interference were “a very 

bad look” and might hurt the sep-
aratists’ cause. “People aren’t go-
ing to like that voter lists are being 
mishandled,” she said.

Adrienne Davidson, a politi-
cal science professor at McMaster 
University in Ontario, added that, 
while Alberta intends to appeal 
Wednesday’s decision to a higher 
court, the First Nations’ argument 
against the referendum might le-
gally block separation altogether. 
“The treaties in question actually 
predate the creation of Alberta as a 
province,” she said.

“Our treaties are embedded into 
the constitution and we as First 
Nations people are always going to 
be recognised,” Chief Allan Adam 
of the Athabasca Chipewyan First 
Nation said.  “The land belongs to 
us,” he  added.

Carney, who spent much of his 
childhood in Edmonton, said he 
was working to make Alberta and 
all of Canada stronger. “I view that 
very much the best place for Alber-
ta is in Canada.”

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney arrives on Parliament Hill in Ottawa. (AFP)

Sentence of former elections 

clerk accused of tampering 

voting machines commuted

Reuters
Denver

Colorado’s governor granted 
clemency to former county 
elections clerk Tina Peters, 

who was convicted of illegally 
 tampering with voting machines 
in pursuit of false claims the 2020 
White House  race was stolen from 
President Donald Trump.

Governor Jared  Polis, a Demo-
crat, eff ectively commuted Peters’ 
nine-year jail  and prison term to 
time already served and ordered 
her released on parole eff ective 
June 1, writing in his clemency 
letter that he found her original 
sentence to be unjustly harsh.

“The crimes you were con-
victed of are very serious and you 
deserve to spend time in prison 
for these off enses,” Polis wrote. 
“However, this is an extremely 
unusual and lengthy sentence for 
a fi rst time off ender who commit-
ted nonviolent crimes.”

Polis said he agreed with the 
reasoning of a Colorado appeals 
court decision last month over-
turning Peters’ original sentence 
but keeping her conviction intact.

In that ruling the appeals court 
held that the trial judge had im-
posed an excessive punishment 
based on Peters’ protected speech 
— namely her expressed claims 
of election fraud — rather than 
considering her criminal conduct 
alone. The three-judge appeals 
court panel had ordered the trial 
judge to  re-sentence Peters, but 
Polis acted fi rst.

In a CBS News interview, Polis 
said two co-conspirators in the 
case had received far more lenient 
sentences. 

The Colorado County Clerks 
Association immediately de-
nounced Polis’ commutation, 
saying it undermined the rule of 
law.

“We are furious, disgusted, and 
deeply disappointed,” the group’s 

executive director, Matt Crane, 
said in a statement on behalf of 
the association.

Colorado Attorney General Phil 
Weiser, a fellow Democrat run-
ning to succeed the term-limited 
governor, likewise decried Peters’ 
clemency as “mind-boggling and 
wrong.”

Had she lost her bid for clem-
ency, Peters, 70, would not have 
been eligible for release until No-
vember 2028.

Peters, a Republican, was an 
outspoken supporter of Trump’s 
baseless claims that he lost his 
bid for a second term in the 2020 
presidential election to Democrat 
Joe Biden because of widespread 
voter fraud.

Peters was  clerk of Mesa Coun-
ty when she  was indicted in 2022 
following a security breach at her 
offi  ce that led to voting equip-
ment passwords getting posted 
on a right-wing blog. She denied 
wrongdoing but was convicted in 
2024 on seven charges, including 
three counts of attempting to in-
fl uence a public servant. The case 
drew national attention and raised 
her profi le as one of the nation’s 
most prominent 2020 election 
deniers. Polis, in his clemency 
letter, embraced the Colorado ap-
peals court’s ruling that the trial 
judge had imposed a gratuitously 
stiff  sentence because Peters re-
fused to disavow her claims of a 
stolen 2020 election.

In ordering Peters to be re-sen-
tenced, the appeals court panel 
cited the trial judge’s comments 
referring to her as a “charlatan” 
who continued to peddle “snake 
oil that’s been proven to be junk 
time and time again.”

Polis said he agreed with 
the appeals court that those 
remarks demonstrated the judge 
was unfairly holding Peters’ 
views against her in deciding her 
punishment, in violation of her 
constitutional rights to free ex-
pression.

Imprisoned Maduro fades from Venezuelan life

Mexican teachers threaten World 
Cup protests over salary proposal

Mexican public school 
teachers rallied on Fri-
day to demand a hefty 

pay rise, threatening mass pro-
tests at the start of the football 
World Cup on June 11 if their de-
mands are not met.

Around 3,000 members of 
the National Education Work-
ers union marched in Mexico 
City on Teacher’s Day and were 
met by a wall of police to pre-
vent them reaching the educa-
tion ministry.

“Education isn’t a priority, 
but the million-dollar business 

of the World Cup is,” one banner 
held by a protester read. Another 
protester bounced a soccer ball 
between his feet as he marched.

The government and offi  cial 
leadership of the teacher’s un-
ion have agreed to a nine percent 
raise, but the union is divided. A 
dissident wing is calling for a 100 
percent raise. The monthly start-
ing gross wage for Mexican public 
school teachers is the equivalent 
of US$967.  

“We demand the fulfi lment 
of our demands,” one protesting 
teacher, Filiberto Fraustro Oro-

zco, from the northern state of 
Zacatecas, told AFP, adding that 
union members have agreed to 
stage intense protests during the 
World Cup.

Past industrial action by teach-
ers has managed to shut down 
much of Mexico City for days 
at a time by blocking key roads, 
including access to the interna-
tional airport. 

Mexico expects around fi ve 
million tourists to arrive for the 
World Cup that will be jointly 
hosted with the United States and 
Canada. (AFP)

AFP
Caracas

Nicolas Maduro’s face used 
to be ubiquitous in Ven-
ezuela, from television 

broadcasts and street murals to 
construction signs and even toys.

But just months after his capture 
in a stunning raid by US special 
forces, the interim government is 
gradually erasing Maduro’s visage 
from public life.

Maduro was taken into custody 
along with his wife Cilia Flores in a 
January 3 lightning raid in Caracas 
and fl own to New York to face drug 
traffi  cking charges.

And despite an initial backlash 
among Venezuelans, fervor for the 
former leader of the leftist politi-
cal movement known as Chavismo 
has died down.

As much can be seen in the slo-
gan chosen by interim president 
Delcy Rodriguez’s government to 
mark her fi rst 100 days in offi  ce: 
“The beginning of a new chapter.”

Under heavy pressure from 
Washington, and even the threat 
of more US military intervention if 
she does cooperate, Rodriguez has 
focused on pushing through hydro-
carbon and mining reforms that are 
favorable to US interests, as well as 
granting amnesty to political pris-
oners and releasing them. Maduro’s 
ties to the Venezuelan government 
are also weakening, as Rodriguez 
has dismissed several of the minis-
ters he had appointed.

“We have seen how the fi gure 
of former president Nicolas Ma-
duro has been gradually retired 

from public spaces,” said Eduardo 
Valero Castro, a political science 
professor at the Central University 
of Venezuela.

He added that there is “a new 
intentionality in Venezuelan 
politics in line with the alliance 
schemes that exist on the geopo-
litical level between Venezuela and 
the US.”

Rodriguez insists that she was 
loyal to Maduro “until the last sec-
ond.” It is her way of responding 
publicly to critics who accuse her 
of betraying her former boss and 
aligning with Washington.

“Those who, out of pettiness, 
out of irrationality, say what they 
say about me, I’m going to tell 
them something: ‘It’s irrelevant 
compared to what it means to de-
fend Venezuela,” Rodriguez said at 
an event in April.

Former fi gures in the Chavismo 

movement, however, have ex-
pressed misgivings with the re-
forms pushed by Rodriguez, all the 
while US President Donald Trump 
boasts about his relationship 
with Caracas.

“I communicated this inter-
nally, that we have become a lowly 
protectorate of the US,” wrote 
former pro-Maduro lawmaker 
Mario Silva.

“No pressure can justify collab-
orating with an aggressor,” Silva 
wrote in an open letter addressed 
to Diosdado Cabello, Venezuela’s 
powerful interior minister and a 
close ally of Maduro.

Cabello was recently confronted 
by a guest on his weekly television 
show over the “weak campaign” 
for Maduro. “Our goal from the 
very beginning, our main objec-
tive, is for Cilia and Nicolas to 
come back,” Cabello replied.

Silva’s critiques were met with 
strong reactions from his fellow 
Chavismo members, who consid-
ered them inappropriate, high-
lighting the internal fractures 
within the party.

“We want people to talk about 
him more, because that is not 
happening, he is not being taken 
into account,” Ana Maria Pinto, 
64, told AFP during a march call-
ing for an end to US sanctions on 
Venezuela.

Alquimedes Rios, a member of a 
community council affi  liated with 
Chavismo, believes that there has 
been a “fi ght” to demand the re-
turn of Maduro, who is imprisoned 
in New York.

“Our interim president Delcy 
Rodriguez continues negotiating, 
continues talking in order for our 
president Nicolas Maduro to re-
turn,” he told AFP.

“Have they not done enough? 
That could be, but we have been 
fi ghting to make that possible,” 
he continued. For Juan Garcia, a 
21-year-old fi sherman from the 
coastal state of Sucre, Rodriguez 
faces a “very complex situation.”

“They’re acting through diplo-
macy, because we’re not going to 
bring him back through force,” he 
said. According to political scien-
tist Jesus Castillo-Molleda, Ma-
duro does not represent stability 
for Chavismo.

The movement “is forced to ac-
cept this reality” of working with 
Washington in order to survive, 
he said, adding: “if the economy 
improves under Delcy Rodriguez, 
Maduro will be forgotten more 
quickly.”

A man walks in front of a mural depicting ousted Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro in Caracas. (AFP)

Long Island rail strike halts 
busiest commuter line in US

Reuters
New York

About 3,500 workers  at 
New York’s Long Island 
Rail Road (LIRR) went on 

strike on Saturday after failing to 
reach a wage agreement, halting 
the busiest commuter rail system 
in the United States, according to 
a union statement.

The Long Island Rail Road 
serves nearly 300,000 passen-
gers daily and is owned and oper-
ated by the state’s Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (MTA).

The International Brother-
hood of Teamsters  union said in 
a statement that the strike, the 
fi rst in 32 years, was launched 
by a group of fi ve unions. It said 
the workers had gone three years 
without raises during the bar-
gaining process.

“This strike would not have 
happened if the MTA and LIRR 
off ered our members the rea-
sonable terms the government 
recommended multiple times,” 
 Brotherhood of Locomotive  En-
gineers and Trainmen President 
Mark Wallace said.

“We hope LIRR gets serious 
soon to avoid further unneces-
sary disruptions for hundreds 
of thousands of New Yorkers. 
They know where to fi nd us when 
they’re ready: on the streets.”

President Donald Trump had 
signed an executive order in Jan-
uary to appoint a second emer-
gency board to conduct media-
tion to avert a work stoppage at 
the Long Island Rail Road, after 
the unions asked him to inter-
vene.

Trump had initially named a 
board in September last year to 
head off  the  labor dispute.

People walk around the Long Island Rail Road at Penn Station on the 
first day of the LIRR strike in New York City. (Reuters)
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US authorities have detained 
two former high-ranking  
offi  cials from Mexico’s 

Sinaloa state  over alleged ties to 
the powerful Sinaloa cartel,  court 
records and sources said. 

They were charged last month 
 along with Sinaloa Governor Ru-
ben Rocha, who has not yet been 
detained, in what marks a sig-
nifi cant escalation in tensions be-
tween the US and Mexico over the 
fi ght against the drug cartels. 

Gerardo Merida Sanchez, who 
served as public security secretary 
in Rocha’s government from Sep-
tember 2023 through December 
2024, was arrested in Arizona on 
Monday and appeared in Manhat-
tan federal court on Friday, court 
records showed.

Separately, former Sinaloa fi -
nance minister Enrique Diaz sur-
rendered to US authorities on Fri-
day, according to a person familiar 
with the matter. A Sinaloa gov-
ernment source also confi rmed he 
was  in US custody. Reuters could 
not immediately reach Diaz or his 
representatives for comment. Both 
former offi  cials were charged in an 
indictment unsealed in court on 
April 29 with conspiring with lead-
ers of the Sinaloa Cartel to import 
massive quantities of narcotics 
into the US in exchange for politi-
cal support and bribes.

The indictment signaled that 
the US fi ght against the cartels was 
expanding beyond investigations 
into criminal groups to include 
politicians. Rocha, a member of 
Mexican President Claudia Shein-
baum’s Morena party, denied the 
charges and said they were an at-
tack against Mexico’s governing 
political movement.  He stepped 
aside temporarily on  May 2, saying 
he did so with a “clean conscience.” 
Sheinbaum said on April 30 that 
she would not protect anyone who 
has committed a crime but added, 
“If there isn’t clear evidence, it is 
obvious that the objective of these 
indictments by the Department of 
Justice is political.” 

Sheinbaum’s offi  ce declined to 
comment on both former Sinaloa 
offi  cials. A Justice Department 
spokesman declined to comment 
on Merida’s case, and the depart-
ment did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment on 
Diaz. (Reuters)

Allies of Sinaloa 
governor in US 
custodyCanada deepens Arctic defence ties

Reuters
Cambridge Bay, Nunavut

Since US President Donald 
Trump’s barrage of threats 
to seize Greenland, authori-

ties on the frozen island have been 
seeking help from a northern ally: 
Canada. A reserve unit of the Ca-
nadian armed forces called the 
Rangers has long maintained  a 
year-round presence in mostly 
inaccessible Arctic communi-
ties. For three years, authorities 
in Greenland and Denmark have 
consulted with Canadian offi  cials 
on how to set up  their own ver-
sion of the Rangers — conversa-
tions that grew  more urgent with 
Trump’s threats and growing fears 
of Russian hostility in the Arctic.

“The rhetoric coming out of 
the White House has  sped up ef-
forts to rebuff  the idea that Arctic 
communities need the US to come 
 in and save them,” said Whitney 
Lackenbauer, an honorary lieu-
tenant-colonel Canadian Ranger 
 involved in the talks, who spoke 
with Reuters during a recent 
5,000-kilometer Arctic snowmo-
bile trek by the Rangers. 

As Canada attempts to pivot 
away from relying on the US to 
protect its vast Arctic, Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney is strengthen-
ing ties and exchanging security 
tips with the Nordic countries, 
which he describes as trusted 

partners. Canada’s increased 
defense collaboration with the 
Nordics is part of Carney’s eff ort 
to strengthen alliances between 
what he calls “middle powers” in a 
world where the US is considered 
a less reliable partner.

The White House said Trump’s 
leadership has prompted allies 
“to recognise the need to mean-
ingfully contribute to their own 
defence” and that the Arctic is a 
critical region for US national se-
curity and the economy.

“The administration is partici-
pating in diplomatic high-level 
technical talks with the govern-
ments of Greenland and Denmark 
to address the United States’ na-
tional security interests in Green-
land,” a White House spokesper-

son said in an email.
Alliances are shifting in the 

Arctic as climate change makes 
it more accessible. Russia has far 
more military bases than any oth-
er nation there and in recent years 
China has started to increase its 
presence in the mineral-rich area, 
mostly in partnership with Russia. 
While Carney says Canada will no 
longer rely on any other nation to 
protect  its own territory, he says 
the Arctic’s greatest threat is from 
Russia — and the Nordics have  
been boosting their own defences 
since Russia invaded Ukraine.

In March, Canada and the fi ve 
Nordic countries — Denmark, 
Finland, Iceland, Norway and 
Sweden — agreed to deepen their 
cooperation in military procure-

ment and ramp up defence pro-
duction to deal with security 
threat. A plan for how Greenland 
might adapt the Canadian Rang-
ers is expected by the end of this 
year, according to government 
policy documents. 

Lackenbauer, the honorary 
Canadian Ranger lieutenant-
colonel, is also an Arctic expert at 
Trent University in Peterborough, 
Ontario. He said Canada should 
overhaul its approach to Arctic 
security just as Nordic countries 
did after Russian troops marched 
into Ukraine in 2022.

“The more we can go and help 
Canada’s allies in northern Eu-
rope, the more hostile nations will 
get the message that they do not 
get a free pass in the Arctic,” he 
said. Among the eight countries 
that share the Arctic, Canada’s 
investment in defending the ter-
ritory has consistently been near 

the bottom, trailing Russia, the 
US, Norway, Sweden, Denmark 
and Finland, according to the Arc-
tic Business Index, a network of 
far north research institutions and 
analysts. Along with Greenland, 
Canada has historically spent the 
least. Last year, Canada hit the 
Nato target of spending 2% of its 
GDP on defense, around CA$63 
bn, after repeated complaints 
from Trump. That compared to a  
low point of just 1% in 2014.

Neil O’Rourke, Director Gen-
eral at Canada’s Coast Guard for 
Fleet and Maritime Services, said 
he and a Danish defence colleague 
realised years ago that if either 
country had a serious incident 
in the Arctic, their fi rst phone 
call should be to each other. “Up 
north, we’re just across the water 
and it makes much more sense to 
share resources than to get help 
from down south,” he said.

A Canadian Ranger from 1st Canadian Ranger Patrol Group rides across 
the sea ice. (Reuters/File Photo)

Members of 41 Canadian Brigade Group  in Yellowknife, Northwest 
Territories. (Reuters/File Photo)

Havana quietly advises Cubans on how to survive ‘enemy attacks’

Cuba has posted a “family 
guide” on provincial web-
sites on how to survive 

“potential enemy attacks,” as the 
communist-run island reels from 
US pressure and energy shortages.

The release of the document — 
which has not been reported by 
state media at the national level 
— comes days after the head of 
the CIA visited Cuba, an extraor-
dinary step in contact between 
Washington and Havana. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has mused 
openly about toppling the com-
munist government in Cuba.

Titled “Protect, Resist, Survive, 
and Win,” the guide advises on 
how to “protect life in the face of 

possible enemy attacks,” accord-
ing to a statement Friday on the 
Havana province website.

The radio station in Santi Spiri-
tus, a province in central Cuba, 
posted the information on its 
website on Saturday, off ering the 
document for download.

The guide outlines recommen-
dations ranging from preparing a 
“family emergency kit containing 
drinking water, food (...) medi-
cine, and hygiene supplies” to 
paying attention to air raid warn-
ings. It urges people to learn fi rst 
aid and reminds them to pay at-
tention to information from civil 
defense authorities. On Thursday, 
CIA Director John Ratcliff e made a 

highly unusual public visit to Ha-
vana and met with offi  cials gov-
erning an island that endures con-
stant power outages prompted by 
a fuel blockade ordered by Trump.

One of Cuba’s last economic 
lifelines was cut in January when 
US forces toppled the strongman 
leader of oil-rich Venezuela, then 
blocked all fuel deliveries to Cuba, 
asserting that the island 150 km 
(93 miles) off  its coast poses a ma-
jor threat to US national security.

The low-key release of the doc-
ument comes as the island of 9.6 
mn inhabitants is rocked by an 
unprecedented socio-economic 
crisis, with many Cubans lacking 
access to basic necessities.

A car passes by images of Fidel Castro, Cuba’s former President Raul 
Castro and Cuba’s President Miguel Diaz-Canel in Havana. (Reuters)
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Scientists dig up Southeast Asia’s largest dinosaur in Thailand
By Will Dunham
Reuters

Along a meandering river in a 
warm and arid region that is 
now Thailand roughly 113mn 

years ago, a  plant-eating behemoth 
almost 90 feet (27m) long browsed 
on the treetops without much fear 
of predators  due to its sheer size. 
This was Nagatitan  chaiyaphumen-
sis, the largest-known dinosaur 
from Southeast Asia.

Researchers have unearthed 
skeletal remains of Nagatitan, a 
member of  the dinosaur lineage 
called sauropods known for hav-
ing a long  neck, long tail, small 
head and four columnar  legs.

The fossils of this Cretaceous 
Period dinosaur were fi rst spotted 
by a villager in Thailand’s north-
eastern province of Chaiyaphum. 
Scientists over a period of years 
then dug up spine, rib, pelvis and 
leg bones including a front leg 
bone — the humerus — measuring 
5.8 feet (1.78m) long.

Based on the dimensions of its 
humerus and femur, the corre-
sponding hind leg bone, the re-
searchers estimated Nagatitan’s 
body mass at 25-28 tonnes. Its head 
and teeth were not among the fos-
sils recovered, but the researchers 
have a good idea of its feeding pref-
erences based on other sauropods.

“Nagatitan was probably a bulk 
browser that focused on consum-
ing high volumes of vegetation 
that required little to no chewing 
such as conifers  and possibly seed 
ferns,” said Thitiwoot Sethapan-
ichsakul, a University College 
London doctoral student in pal-
aeontology and lead author of the 
research published on Thursday in 
the journal Scientifi c Reports.

The climate was probably sub-
tropical, with some forests, but 
also savanna-like and shrubland 
habitats. Nagatitan lived along-
side various  other dinosaurs as 
well as fl ying reptiles called pte-
rosaurs. The rivers were  teeming 
with crocodiles and fi sh including 
freshwater sharks.

The ecosystem’s largest preda-
tor was a relative of the  giant Af-
rican meat-eating dinosaur Car-
charodontosaurus, probably about 
26 feet (8m) long and around 3.5 
tonnes.

“At that size, it was dwarfed by 
Nagatitan. At full size, Nagati-
tan likely had very little to fear in 
terms of predation,” Sethapanich-
sakul said.

Predators probably avoided at-
tacking healthy adults of any large 
sauropod species because of the 
danger of being squashed. But 
they may have targeted old or sick 
adults or vulnerable babies.

“Indeed, sauropods are known 
to have grown very quickly after 
hatching, and this probably relates 
to the dangers of predation. The 
sooner sauropods could become 
large, the safer they were because 
they would have been more diffi  -
cult to tackle,” University College 
London palaeontologist and study 
co-author Paul Upchurch said.

Sauropods included the largest 
land animals in Earth’s history. Na-

gatitan was huge by any standard, 
but not on the scale of some  South 
American sauropods such as Ar-
gentinosaurus and Patagotitan  that 
topped 100 feet (30m) long.

Nagatitan’s name references 
Naga, a serpent-like being in some 
Asian religious traditions that 
is prominently depicted in vari-
ous Thai temples. In all, there are 
14 named dinosaurs known from 
Thailand.

The names of several large sau-
ropods include the word titan. 
Sethapanichsakul said it might 
be appropriate to call Nagatitan 
Southeast Asia’s last “titan” be-
cause the region became a shallow 
sea later in the Cretaceous, mean-
ing no more sauropods would live 
there.

Nagatitan provides insight into 
sauropod diversity in the region. 
Not many sauropods are known 
from Southeast Asia, and Nagati-
tan is the largest and the geologi-
cally youngest of them. Nagatitan 
belonged to a subgroup of sauro-
pods that possessed bones with 

lots of internal air sacs and thin 
walls, traits that lightened  their 
skeletons.

This group originated around 
140mn years ago, achieved a global 
distribution and, around 90mn 
years ago, became the only sauro-
pods left worldwide, thriving un-
til the dinosaur age ended 66mn 
years ago with an asteroid impact.

Nagatitan lived at a time when 
Earth’s atmospheric carbon diox-
ide levels were climbing, corre-
sponding to high global tempera-
tures.

“Sauropods seem to have be-
come particularly large at this 
time, with gigantic forms living in 
South America, China, probably 
North Africa, and now with Na-
gatitan a fairly large one in South-
east Asia,” Upchurch said.

“This possible relationship be-
tween large body size and high 
climatic temperatures is not fully 
understood, but it’s likely that the 
high temperatures had an impact 
on the plant fodder that was im-
portant to sauropods,  which were 

very large-bodied herbivores. 
Nagatitan  gives a glimpse of the 
period leading up to the eventual 
peak in body size and tempera-
tures about 10-15mn years later,” 
Upchurch said.

Researcher Thitiwoot 
Sethapanichsakul poses with 
a front leg bone, or humerus, 
of the Cretaceous Period 
sauropod dinosaur Nagatitan 
chaiyaphumensis at the 
Sirindhorn Museum in Kalasin 
Province, Thailand, in 2024, in a 
photograph released on May 14, 
2026. (Reuters)

Indonesian president recognises 
‘problems’ with free meal scheme
AFP
Jakarta

Indonesian President Prabowo 
Subianto acknowledged yes-
terday that the government’s 

programme to provide free meals 
to combat malnutrition, his sig-
nature project, “comes with 
many problems”.

Thousands of people have fall-
en ill since the much-hyped bil-
lion-dollar scheme was launched 
in January 2025, with critics call-
ing for its suspension over hy-
giene concerns and accusations 
of corruption.

“It’s true that there are many 
problems and challenges. Free 
nutritious meals comes with 
many problems, we must put 
things in order,” Prabowo said in 
a speech in East Java posted to 
his offi  cial YouTube channel yes-
terday.

The scheme, which is said to 
have provided meals to more 

than 61mn people by March, was 
also among the fi rst to be cut 
back as Jakarta seeks to counter 
the economic impact of the Mid-
dle East war.

Indonesia cut the programme 
from six days a week to fi ve in 
March to save up to 40tn rupiah 
($2.3bn).

Prabowo said that the scheme 
still has public support despite 
the list of problems.

“Free nutritious meals are so 
important for our nation. Eve-
rywhere I go, I meet ordinary 
people, farmers, saying, ‘sir, 
please don’t stop the free nutri-
tious meals programme, this re-
ally helps my grandchildren to be 
able to eat’,” he said.

The scheme was Prabowo’s 
fl agship policy in the 2024 presi-
dential election campaign.

Anti-graft watchdog Indone-
sia Corruption Watch (ICW) fi led 
a complaint last week against 
Dadan Hindayana, the head of 
the National Nutrition Agency 

tasked with distributing the free 
meals, local media reported.

ICW claimed in its submis-
sion to the Corruption Eradica-
tion Commission that there were 
discrepancies of nearly $50mn in 
the halal certifi cation procure-
ment budget.

Prabowo said he would take 
swift action against anyone 
“who violates the rules”.

“My government has no hesi-
tation: anyone who violates the 
rules, who strays, who abuses 
their authority, will be disci-
plined, we will clean them up, we 
will remove them from their po-
sition,” he said.

More than 20% of children in 
Indonesia are aff ected by stunt-
ing caused by severe malnutri-
tion.

The government hoped the 
scheme would provide meals for 
at least 82.9mn people, or about 
one-third of the country’s popu-
lation, in its bid to combat food 
insecurity.

‘Samsung Electronics, S Korea union 
to resume pay talks on Monday’
Reuters
Seoul

Samsung Electronics and its South Korean la-
bour union will resume  pay talks on Monday 
with a government mediator,  the union said, 

 in a move that could ease concerns over  a potentially 
disruptive strike  at the tech giant.

The  union said in a statement yesterday that Sam-
sung Electronics had replaced the company’s rep-
resentative for the negotiations, while the two sides 
would have a separate meeting later yesterday.

The union did not elaborate yesterday’s agenda. 
Samsung Electronics declined to comment on ei-
ther meeting. The announcement came shortly after 
Samsung Electronics Chairman  Jay Y Lee apologised 
to customers and the public over the labour dispute 
in his fi rst public comments on the  issue.

“I sincerely apologise to customers around  the 
world for causing anxiety and concern due  to issues 
within our company,” Lee said in his fi rst public re-
marks on the dispute, adding that he also “deeply 
bows in apology to the public”.

The union leader said the new company negotia-
tor apologised for a breakdown in trust and pledged 
to engage sincerely in negotiations. He added that he 
conveyed his frustrations and would make every ef-
fort  if Monday’s talks  prove constructive.

After pay negotiations broke down this week, the 
labour minister met Samsung Electronics manage-

ment on Saturday and urged the company to take an 
active role in resolving the dispute through dialogue.

South Korean government offi  cials, including the 
prime minister and fi nance minister, have voiced 
concerns that a strike at Samsung should be avoided 
at  all costs, warning it could pose signifi cant risks to 
economic growth, exports and fi nancial markets.

The collapse of the government-mediated nego-
tiations heightened concerns about a strike at the 
world’s biggest memory chipmaker, whose custom-
ers include Nvidia, AMD and Google.

The union said on Friday it remained committed to 
a planned strike starting next week.

Samsung Electronics Chairman Jay Y Lee reads a 
statement as he apologises over Samsung’s labour 
dispute in his first public comments on the issue, in 
Seoul. (Reuters)

Taiwan says is an ‘independent’ 
nation, after Trump’s warning
AFP
Taipei

Taiwan said yesterday it is 
an “independent” nation, 
hours after US President 

Donald Trump warned the dem-
ocratic island against declaring 
formal independence.

Trump wrapped up a state visit 
to Beijing on Friday where Chinese 
President Xi Jinping had pressed 
him not to support Taiwan, which 
China claims is part of its territory.

Taiwan depends heavily on US 
security backing to deter China 
from carrying out its threat to an-
nex the island by force.

Taiwan “is a sovereign and in-
dependent democratic nation, and 
is not subordinate to the People’s 
Republic of China”, Taiwan’s for-
eign ministry said in a statement.

The ministry also insisted that 
US arms sales were part of Wash-
ington’s security commitment to 
Taiwan, after Trump said it “de-
pends on China” and was a “very 
good negotiating chip for us”.

Taiwan’s statements came after 
Trump issued a warning to the is-
land against making a declaration 
of independence.

“I’m not looking to have some-
body go independent. And, you 
know, we’re supposed to travel 
9,500 miles to fi ght a war. I’m not 
looking for that,” he told Fox News’ 
“Special Report with Bret Baier”.

“I want them to cool down. I want 

China to cool down,” Trump said.
“We’re not looking to have 

wars, and if you kept it the way it 
is, I think China’s going to be OK 
with that.”

But Trump added that “noth-
ing’s changed” on US policy to-
wards Taiwan.

The US recognises only Bei-
jing and does not support formal 
independence by Taiwan, but 
historically has stopped short of 
explicitly saying it opposes inde-
pendence.

Under US law, the US is required 
to provide weapons to Taiwan for 
its defence, but it has been ambig-
uous on whether US forces would 
come to the island’s aid.

Xi had begun the summit with a 
warning on Taiwan, whose Presi-
dent Lai Ching-te considers the 
island already independent, mak-
ing a declaration unnecessary.

The Chinese leader told Trump 
that missteps on the sensitive is-
sue could cause “confl ict”.

Taiwan’s Presidential Offi  ce not-
ed yesterday the “multiple reaffi  r-
mations from the US side, includ-
ing President Trump and Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio, that the con-
sistent US policy and position to-
ward Taiwan remain unchanged”.

“Taiwan looks forward to con-
tinuing to work with the US under 
the fi rm commitments of the Tai-
wan Relations Act,” spokeswom-
an Karen Kuo said in a statement.

US weapon sales
Ahead of the summit, Trump 

had said he would speak to Xi 
about US arms sales to Taiwan, 
a departure from Washington’s 
previous insistence that it would 
not consult Beijing on the matter.

Taiwan’s parliament recently 
approved a $25bn defence spend-

ing bill that will be used for US 
weapons.

Lawmakers have said the funds 
will cover nearly $9bn of the 
$11.1bn arms package announced 
by Washington in December and a 
second phase of arms sales — not 
yet approved by the US — worth 
more than $15 bn.

Speaking to reporters on Friday 
en route to Washington, Trump 
said on arms sales: “I’ll make a 
determination over the next fairly 
short period of time.”

Taiwan’s foreign ministry said 
arms were “not only a US security 
commitment to Taiwan clearly 
stipulated in the Taiwan Relations 
Act, but also a form of joint deter-
rence against regional threats”.

Tzeng Wei-feng of the National 
Chengchi University’s Institute of 
International Relations in Taipei 
said the Trump administration 
was “leaning to China’s position” 
on Taiwan in order to have better 
relations with Beijing and could 
“change the arms sale package a 
little bit to show their goodwill”.

Trump “overtly stating that 
arms are a bargaining chip is ex-
actly what Taiwan didn’t want to 
hear,” Lev Nachman, a political 
science professor at National Tai-
wan University, told AFP.

“The hope is that arm sales 
were non-negotiable, because 
it’s part of the six assurances, and 
what Donald Trump is essentially 
saying is that one of those assur-
ances no longer matters.”

China says Trump visit 
deals are ‘preliminary’
Reuters
Beijing

China’s commerce minis-
try  yesterday described 
as “preliminary” the tar-

iff , agricultural and aircraft  deals 
agreed during this  week’s visit by 
US  President Donald Trump.

Trump left Beijing on Friday 
after two days of talks with Pres-
ident Xi Jinping that featured 
pageantry and warm rhetoric 
but limited detail on concrete 
outcomes across trade and in-
vestment.

In a statement on its website, 
the ministry said the two sides had 
agreed to establish an investment 
board and a trade board to  negoti-
ate reciprocal, product-specifi c 
tariff  reductions, as well as broader 
cuts on unspecifi ed goods includ-
ing agricultural products.

Also on agriculture, Beijing 
said both  sides would work to 
resolve non-tariff  barriers  and 
market access issues.

“The US side will actively pro-
mote the resolution of China’s 
long-standing concerns regarding 
the automatic detention of dairy 
products and aquatic products, ex-
ports of bonsai in growing media to 
the US, and recognising Shandong 
province as an area free of avian in-
fl uenza,” the ministry said.

“The Chinese side will also ac-
tively promote the resolution of 
US concerns regarding registra-
tion  of beef facilities and exports 
 of poultry meat from some US 

states to China,” it added.
The ministry did not identify 

companies or provide details on 
volumes, values or timelines.

Saturday’s statement marked 
China’s fi rst public characteri-
sation of the outcomes of trade 
talks held this week in Beijing 
and Seoul, and comes amid 
questions over what Trump’s 
fi rst state visit to China  in nearly 
a decade has delivered.

Trump has said China agreed 
to buy 200 Boeing aircraft, but 
analysts have questioned the lack 
of a timeline.

The commerce ministry con-
fi rmed arrangements on “Chi-
nese purchases of US aircraft and 
US assurances on the supply of 
aircraft engines and parts to Chi-
na”, without elaborating.

It said discussions on the de-
tails were  continuing and that the  
agreements would be “fi nalised 
as soon as possible”.

US and China’s national flags 
flutter next to the Tiananmen 
Gate featuring a portrait of 
China’s late Chairman Mao 
Zedong, during US President 
Donald Trump’s visit to China, in 
Beijing, China. (Reuters)

Man dies after shark bite 
off Western Australia coast
A man attacked by a shark off  Western Australia’s coast yesterday died of his  
injuries, police said, in  what is the second  fatal shark  attack in Australia  so far 
this year. The 38-year-old victim, yet to be identified, was bitten on Saturday 
morning at Horseshoe Reef near Rottnest Island, about 31 km (19.2 miles) 
west of state capital Perth,  police said in a statement. The man was taken to 
shore but could  not be revived, police said, adding  that a report would  be 
prepared for the coroner.
State authorities advised people to take extra caution in the water at 
Rottnest Island, a popular tourist destination. Aerial footage from the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation showed a police boat,  police off icers, 
and  a rescue helicopter with a stretcher at the scene. Most shark attacks 
occur along the east and southeast seaboard of Australia. (Reuters)

Train-bus collision kills at least 8 in Bangkok: police

A collision between a freight 
train and a bus killed at least 
eight people and injured 

more than 30 in the Thai capital 
Bangkok on Saturday, police said.

Firefi ghters and rescue workers 
cordoned off  the collision site, with 
investigators seen peering into the 
burnt-out shell of the bus.

Pedestrians were ushered away 
from the busy downtown intersec-
tion, which is used by tens of thou-
sands of vehicles each day.

“Eight people have died and 35 

others were injured,” Bangkok po-
lice chief Urumporn Koondejsum-
rit told AFP, updating the number 
of injured from previous reports.

The collision happened early in 
the afternoon, with images on social 
media showing the train approach-
ing a level crossing at a moderate 
speed before colliding with the bus, 
which instantly burst into fl ames.

“The fi re is now out and we 
are trying to recover the bodies,” 
Urumporn said.

The fl ames appeared to spread 

quickly. “I didn’t dare look back 
to see if there were any victims,” a 
witness who was near the intersec-
tion with her daughter told public 
broadcaster Thai PBS.

Thai Prime Minister Anutin 
Charnvirakul has ordered an inves-
tigation into the incident, accord-
ing to a statement from his offi  ce.

Deadly transport accidents are 
common in Thailand, which regu-
larly tops lists of the world’s most 
lethal roads, with speeding, drunk 
driving and weak law enforcement 

all contributing factors.
The collapse of a crane onto a 

passenger train killed 32 people and 
injured dozens in Thailand’s north-
east in January.

A collision between a freight 
train and a bus carrying passengers 
to a religious ceremony killed 18 
people in 2020.

Three years later, eight people 
were killed in a collision between 
a freight train and a pickup truck 
crossing a railway line in the east of 
the country. (AFP)

A television screen shows a live broadcast of a meeting between US 
President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping, at a hair 
salon in Taipei, Taiwan. (Reuters)
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Tens of thousands turn out for UK far-right rally, counter demo 
AFP
London

Thousands of people began 
rallying in London yester-
day at a march organised by 

far-right activist Tommy Robin-
son and a counter-demonstration 
fused with a pro-Palestinian pro-
test, amid a huge police presence.

London’s Metropolitan Police said 
ahead of the duelling events that it 
would mount one of its largest op-
erations in recent years, as the British 
capital also hosts the FA Cup Final.

The force was set to deploy 
4,000 offi  cers — alongside horses, 
dogs, drones and helicopters — 
to manage Robinson’s so-called 
“Unite the Kingdom” march and 
the rival rally marking Nakba Day.

Nakba commemorates the 1948 
displacement of Palestinians dur-
ing the creation of Israel. It will 
combine with an anti-fascism 
march organised by the Stand Up 
to Racism group.

The Met police estimated 30,000 
people would attend that event, 
setting off  from west London, while 
50,000 would be at the “Unite the 
Kingdom” march starting from 
Holborn in the heart of the capital.

Natasha, 44, was among those 

who had travelled in for Robin-
son’s rally, wearing a bucket hat in 
the colours of Britain’s Union Jack 
and draped in the fl ag.

“It’s nice to be around my own 
culture,” she told AFP near its 
start-point, calling the event 
“patriotic” and insisting “there’s 
nothing racist about it”.

Union Jack-wielding Justin, 56, 
from Essex, who declined to give 
his last name, echoed the senti-
ment. He said attendees were pro-
testing “a whole load of stuff ”.

“Obviously immigration is a big 
part of it,” he noted.

Across London, Simon Ralls, 
62, from Nottingham in cen-
tral England, had turned out for 
the combined pro-Palestine and 
Stand Up to Racism event.

“The right (wing) are embold-
ened — we’re here to try and coun-
ter that, make sure people aren’t 
ignorant,” he told AFP ahead of 
marching into the city centre.

Last September, Robinson drew 
up to 150,000 people into central 
London for a similarly themed rally 
proclaiming “national unity, free 
speech and Christian values” — an 
unprecedented turnout for an event 
organised by a far-right fi gure.

He has tapped into growing 
public anger over tens of thousands 

of migrants crossing the English 
Channel each year in small boats, 
wider immigration policies, alleged 
free speech curbs and other issues.

X owner Elon Musk addressed 
that gathering via video-link. The 
rally shocked mainstream Britain 
for its scale and raw messaging, 
as well as clashes between some 
participants and police which in-
jured dozens of offi  cers.

The Met has imposed various 
conditions yesterday’s two rallies, 
over their routes and timings, in a 
bid to keep rival attendees apart.

The force, which estimates 

the operation will cost £4.5mn 
($6mn), warned it would adopt “a 
zero-tolerance approach”.

That includes for the fi rst time 
making organisers legally respon-
sible for ensuring invited speakers 
do not break hate speech laws.

Offi  cers arrested two men yes-
terday morning arriving for the 
Robinson rally who were wanted 
on suspicion of grievous bodily 
harm following an incident in Bir-
mingham, central England, when 
“a man was run over”. No further 
details were provided.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer 

warned on Friday that “anyone 
who sets out to wreak havoc on our 
streets, to intimidate or threaten 
anyone... can expect to face the 
full force of the law”.

He accused the organisers of 
Robinson’s rally of “peddling ha-
tred and division”.

Robinson has urged his attend-
ees not to wear masks or drink ex-
cessive alcohol, and to be “peace-
ful and courteous”.

Police have voiced fears about 
football hooligan groups which 
have previously supported Rob-
inson showing up.

Meanwhile the FA Cup Final 
between Chelsea and Manchester 
City kicking off  at 4pm (1500 GMT) 
could strain the policing operation.

The Met has said live facial rec-
ognition would be used for the 
fi rst time to police a protest.

Meanwhile, the government 
blocked 11 “foreign far-right agi-
tators” from entering Britain for 
Robinson’s rally. They include 
US-based “extremist” Valentina 
Gomez, who the government said 
is “known for using infl ammatory 
and dehumanising rhetoric about 
Muslim communities”.

People hold signs and flags as demonstrators from the Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign hold a march to mark the 78th anniversary of the 
Nakba in London, yesterday. (Reuters)

Supporters of British far-right activist Tommy Robinson, real name 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, wait for the start of a march in central London, 
yesterday. (AFP)

Indian police seize 227kg of 
captagon in first big haul

Indian police have seized 
227kg (500 pounds) of the 
powerful synthetic stimulant 

captagon worth nearly $19mn, 
the country’s fi rst seizure of the 
drug, the interior minister said 
yesterday.

Anti-narcotics offi  cers also ar-
rested a Syrian national, who the 
ministry said was a member of an 
“international drug syndicate”.

Captagon is little known in 
India, and the ministry said the 
drugs had been smuggled into the 
country in a container from Syria 
“with sheep wool as a declared 
consignment”, a statement said.

“Preliminary investigation has 
revealed that the seized consign-
ment was intended for trans-
shipment to the Gulf region, 
particularly Saudi Arabia and 
neighbouring Middle Eastern 
countries,” it said.

The drug became Syria’s larg-
est export during the civil war 
that erupted in 2011, with its trade 
serving as a key funding source for 
the government of ousted presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad.

Syrian authorities have report-
ed numerous major seizures of 
captagon since Assad’s fall.

Neighbouring countries also 
continue to report the intercep-
tion of large shipments.

“Our agencies have achieved 
the fi rst-ever seizure of capta-
gon,” Home Minister Amit Shah 
said in a statement posted on so-
cial media.

“We will clamp down on every 
gram of drugs entering India or 
leaving the country using our ter-
ritory as the transit route,” he said.

Offi  cers fi rst seized 31.5kg of 
captagon tablets after searching 
a house in the capital New Delhi 
on May 11.

It said the tablets had been 
“carefully concealed in a com-
mercial chapati (fl at bread) cut-
ting machine which preliminary 
investigation suggests was in-
tended for export to Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia”.

After questioning the Syrian na-
tional, anti-narcotics agents then 
raided a container at Mundra port 
in the western state of Gujarat, 
seizing a further 196kg of capta-
gon.

“This operation... exposes 
attempts by international syn-
dicates to use India as a transit 
hub,” the ministry said. (AFP)

Sri Lanka raises tax on imported 
cars as Middle East crisis bites
AFP
Colombo

Sri Lanka slapped a 50% sur-
charge on customs duties 
on vehicles yesterday in a 

bid to discourage imports and 
ease currency pressure stemming 
from the Middle East confl ict.

The increase in taxes comes as 
the local rupee has sharply de-
preciated since the start of US 
and Israeli attacks on Iran, which 
prompted retaliation by Tehran.

“Given the current pressure on 
foreign exchange, we want peo-
ple to delay their imports (of ve-
hicles) by three months,” Junior 
Finance Minister Anil Jayantha 
Fernando told reporters in Co-
lombo.

Vehicle were charged a customs 
duty of 30% but several other 
taxes make the eff ective import 

tax on a car more than 100%.
Sri Lanka has increased energy 

prices by more than a third since 
the start of the Middle East war 
and has rationed diesel and petrol 
in a bid to reduce the import bill.

Offi  cial fi gures show that Sri 
Lanka’s rupee has depreciated by 
4.5% against the dollar so far this 
year.

Central Bank Governor Nan-
dalal Weerasinghe told a parlia-
mentary panel last week that the 
rupee would continue to slide 
unless global oil prices fell or Sri 
Lanka slashed energy imports.

Sri Lanka is emerging from 
its worst economic meltdown in 
2022, when it ran out of foreign 
exchange to fi nance even the 
most essential imports such as 
food, fuel and medicines.

Since then, the country has 
been under a $2.9bn IMF bailout 
programme.

Maldives rescue diver dies in 
search for missing Italians

Bangladesh arrests ex-soldier after attack plot threat

AFP
Malé, 

A rescue diver in the Maldives 
searching for the bodies of 
four Italians, who drowned 

in the deadliest diving disaster in 
the Indian Ocean tourist destina-
tion, has also died, authorities said 
yesterday.

Teams from the Maldivian Na-
tional Defence Force (MNDF) were 
searching for a third day for the Ital-
ians who failed to return after a dive 
on Thursday, offi  cials said.

One body from the group of 
fi ve was recovered the same day.

Search operations are being 
carried out despite bad weather.

“Staff  Sergeant Mohamed 
Mahudhy was taken to hospital 
in critical condition after sur-
facing during the search opera-
tion, but later passed away while 
receiving treatment,” the MNDF 
said in a statement.

Earlier on Saturday, the Mal-

dives suspended the operating li-
cence of a luxury vessel from which 
the Italians had been diving from.

The University of Genoa said 
the victims included a marine bi-
ology professor, her daughter and 
two young researchers.

Chief government spokesman 
Mohamed Hussain Shareef said an 
investigation had been launched 
into why the group went below 
the offi  cially permitted depth of 
30 metres (98 feet).

The body of one diver, yet to be 
publicly named, was found in a 
cave at a depth of 60m (196 feet).
Suspended operating licence

“The Ministry of Tourism and 
Civil Aviation has suspended the 
operating licence of the liveaboard 
vessel MV Duke of York indefi -
nitely, pending the outcome of an 
investigation into the diving inci-
dent that occurred in Vaavu Atoll 
on May 14,” the ministry said.

The Duke of York is a 36-me-
tre luxury boat that can accom-
modate 25 guests.

Bangladesh anti-terrorism 
police are questioning an ex-
soldier, arrested after a man-

hunt that began last month follow-
ing warnings of attacks targeting 
airports, parliament and places of 
worship, police said yesterday.

The suspect, named as 23-year-
old Mohammad Rahed Hossain 

Mahed, “had taken refuge in a 
hideout near the Indian border”, 
said Md Moniruzzaman, head of 
the police station at Moulvibazar, 
a northeastern district.

Counter-terrorism offi  cers 
were questioning Mahed.

“The arrested individual is a 
dismissed army personnel mem-

ber and was inspired by the ideol-
ogy of the banned outfi t Dawlatul 
Islam Neo-JMB,” a police state-
ment late Friday said.

In late April, police tightened 
airport security after they warned 
of a possible attack, and a man-
hunt had been ongoing since then.

Police said the suspects could 

launch attacks on key installa-
tions, including airports, parlia-
ment and places of worship, us-
ing “sharp weapons, fi rearms or 
explosive devices”.

Bangladesh has periodically 
been targeted by homegrown mili-
tant groups inspired by Al Qaeda 
and the Islamic State group. (AFP)

UK’s ex-health minister says 
will run to replace Starmer
AFP
London

Wes Streeting, who re-
signed as UK health 
secretary this week, 

announced yesterday he will run 
to replace Keir Starmer as Labour 
leader and prime minister, after 
the party suff ered disastrous local 
election results.

Streeting quit the government 
on Thursday with a withering as-
sessment of Starmer’s leadership, 
but no other senior minister fol-
lowed suit and the 43-year-old 
MP did not immediately trigger a 
leadership contest.

Later that day, Greater Man-
chester mayor Andy Burnham 
unveiled a bid to become an MP 
which, if successful, would allow 
the 56-year-old from the left of 
the party to stand in that contest.

While still not announcing he 
has kickstarted the formal leader-
ship challenge process, Streeting 
confi rmed yesterday he will vie to 
replace Starmer and become the 
centre-left Labour’s new leader.

Whoever leads the ruling party, 
which has a big majority in Brit-
ain’s parliament, will by default 
become prime minister.

“We need a proper contest with 
the best candidates on the fi eld, 
and I’ll be standing,” Streeting 

said in a speech and question-
and-answer session at a think 
tank event in London.

Explaining the lack of a formal 
contest launch, Streeting — from 
Labour’s right-wing and long 
thought to covet the premiership 
— said he wanted “all of the can-
didates... on the pitch”.

“If we had rushed ahead with-
out giving Andy a chance to stand, 
the new leader, whether it was me 
or anyone else, would lack the le-
gitimacy.”

A Labour party leadership con-
test can be triggered if 81 of its 
MPs — 20% of the party in parlia-
ment — formally back a candidate 
to challenge Starmer and submit 
the necessary paperwork.

Starmer, as current leader, 
would automatically be on the 
ballot if he wants to defend the 
challenge.

Labour members and affi  liates 
then get to vote, not just MPs. 
They rank candidates in order of 
preference and a contender needs 
50% to win.

Labour’s National Executive 
Committee (NEC) — which selects 
the party’s candidates in parlia-
mentary seat elections — said on 
Friday it had permitted Burnham 
“to stand in the candidate selec-
tion process” in the by-election in 
Makerfi eld, northwest England.

That contest is expected in 

mid-June at the earliest, meaning 
any formal leadership challenge is 
likely to be triggered afterwards.

The political jockeying follows 
dismal results for Labour in lo-
cal and regional elections held 
last week, which have prompted 
several junior ministers and doz-
ens of the party’s MPs to demand 
Starmer to step down.

But the beleaguered 63-year UK 
leader appears to have been grant-
ed a stay of execution, of sorts, 
while Burnham’s fate is decided in 
the Makerfi eld by-election.

Burnham told British me-

dia Saturday he was prepared to 
“fi ght to the highest level”.

Meanwhile it appears Street-
ing, who delivered a wide-ranging 
speech at the think tank event, 
has kicked off  a leadership cam-
paign in all but name.

Setting out a fl edgling policy 
platform, he said Brexit was “a 
catastrophic mistake” and that 
Britain must pursue a “new spe-
cial relationship” with the Euro-
pean Union.

He signalled he wanted to see 
the country rejoin the trade bloc 
in the future.

Keir Starmer and Wes Streeting. (AFP/File photo)

Modi oversees semiconductor deal on Dutch trip
AFP
The Hague

Dutch tech giant ASML signed a deal with 
Tata Electronics yesterday to help build 
and scale up a semi-conductor plant in 

India, overseen by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on his tour of the Netherlands.

ASML, which makes cutting-edge ma-
chines to manufacture semi-conductors, said 
it would “enable the establishment and ramp-
up” of the Dholera plant in Modi’s home state 
of Gujarat in western India.

The Dutch fi rm would deploy its advanced 
lithography tools in the plant, which allow 
for the rapid mass production of high-tech 
microchips, found in everything from cars to 
mobile phones.

The deal came as the Netherlands and In-
dia were set to strike an economic partnership 
accord, following on from a free-trade agree-
ment between India and the European Union 
that Modi dubbed “the mother of all deals.”

ASML, Europe’s biggest tech fi rm by market 
value, said it saw “many compelling opportu-
nities” in the Indian semiconductor sector.

“We are committed to establishing long-
term partnerships in the region,” said ASML’s 
chief executive offi  cer Christophe Fouquet in a 
statement.

Tata Electronics’ plant, with a planned in-

vestment of $11bn, will make semiconductor 
chips for the AI sector, as well as the car indus-
try and other economic segments.

New Delhi sees the European bloc as an im-
portant source of much-needed technology 
and investment to rapidly upscale its infra-
structure and create millions of new jobs.

On the other side, the EU has eyed India — 
the world’s most populous nation and a fast-
growing economy — as an important market 
for the future.

Modi’s trip to the Netherlands was his sec-
ond since 2017, as the two countries seek to 
boost bilateral trade from the $27.8bn (23.7bn 
euros) last year.

Earlier Saturday, Modi also addressed a large 
crowd of Indian ex-pats and visited Dutch 
King Willem Alexander.

During his trip, he will also inspect the cen-
turies-old Chola Plates, rings with engraved 
copper plates, that are being returned to India 
by Leiden University.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (3rd left) and Netherlands’ Prime Minister Rob Jetten (3rd 
right) take part in a CEO roundtable on Economic Ties with India’s National Security Adviser 
Ajit Doval, India’s Minister of External Aff airs Subrahmanyam Jaishankar and Dutch Minister of 
Foreign Trade and Development Co-operation Sjoerd Sjoerdsma in The Hague yesterday. (AFP)



QNA
Doha

Global disparities 
in internet access 
are presenting an 
escalating challenge 

to international eff orts aimed 
at promoting equality and 
achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals, as gaps in 
digital accessibility persist across 
diff erent social demographics and 
nations.

The issue takes center stage 
on World Telecommunication 
and Information Society Day, 
observed annually on May 17. The 
2026 theme, ‘Digital Lifelines: 
Strengthening Resilience in a 
Connected World’, underscores 
the critical role of digital 
infrastructure as a foundational 
pillar supporting vital services 
and bolstering societal resilience 
in an increasingly connected 
world.

Against this backdrop, the 
international observance serves 
as a reminder of the urgent 
need to protect the digital 
technologies that underpin 
essential societal functions and 
critical infrastructure. Experts 
note this can be achieved through 
a comprehensive framework 
agreed upon by all United Nations 
member states. Such a framework 
would defi ne common parameters 
for digital trust and security 
within a shared vision for digital 
co-operation rooted in universal 
values.

Within this framework, 
international organizations and 
telecommunications experts are 
calling for the reinforcement of 
digital lifelines to ensure a more 
interconnected and resilient 
world. As reliance on secure 
communication networks grows, 
these lifelines-comprising 
terrestrial networks, submarine 
cables, satellites, and data 
systems-now form the core 
infrastructure of modern societies 
and economies.

Conversely, despite the 
benefi ts of digital technologies, 
the potential for misuse remains 
high. Rogue actors can bypass 
laws and violate human rights 
through unauthorized access to 
personal data and the deployment 
of surveillance technologies. This 
risk has prompted widespread 
calls to place human rights at the 
center of regulatory frameworks 
and legislation.

“Digital technology is shaping 
history,” United 
Nations 
Secretary-

General Antonio Guterres 
said in a statement marking 
World Telecommunication and 
Information Society Day. “But it 
also raises profound questions 
about the human future, human 
rights, equality, and security in 
our societies.”

Guterres added that addressing 
these challenges depends on the 
ability of diverse stakeholders to 
work collectively to maximize 
the benefi ts of technology while 
mitigating its risks and negative 
applications. On a national level, 
the Ministry of Communications 
and Information Technology 
continues to advance a strategic 
vision aimed at positioning the 
country as a global leader in 
digital transformation.

Through a series of initiatives, 
Qatar has established itself 
among the world’s most digitally 
advanced nations. The country’s 
strategy relies on a robust 
infrastructure integrated with 
cutting-edge technologies, 
including artifi cial intelligence 
and blockchain.

Furthermore, the ministry 
also focuses on digital literacy 
and cybersecurity, aiming to 
ensure that all members of 
society can engage safely across 
digital platforms, fostering a 
secure and inclusive digital 
environment. Speaking on the 
importance of the digital sector 
and the practical implications of 
its deployment, Director of the 
Digital Innovation Department at 
the Ministry of Communications 
and Information Technology 
(MCIT), Eman al-Kuwari, said 
digital innovation constitutes 
a central pillar in the country’s 
eff orts to develop a knowledge-
based digital economy, in line 
with the foundations of the 
Digital Agenda 2030, which aims 

to contribute QR40bn to the 
non-oil economy 

and generate 

26,000 jobs.
In remarks to the Qatar News 

Agency (QNA), al-Kuwari said 
the ministry is implementing 
this transformation through 
integrated pillars: advancing the 
performance of vital sectors by 
expanding the use of artifi cial 
intelligence, and enabling a 
nationally connected innovation 
ecosystem linked to global 
markets and systems.

Al-Kuwari added that the 
ministry has strengthened 
strategic partnerships with major 
technology companies, including 
Microsoft, Google Cloud, Oracle 
and Scale AI, while also deepening 
co-operation with the private and 
academic sectors through digital 
transformation offi  ces across 
several key industries.

Al-Kuwari noted that one of 
the most signifi cant achievements 
in entrepreneurship has been 
the inclusion of more than 521 
startups in the Digital Incubation 
Center, with those companies 
securing more than QR 747mn in 
funding. 

She added that startups from 
78 countries have also been 
attracted to Qatar, generating 
revenues exceeding QR 670mn. 
She said the 2030 Digital Agenda 
had received recognition from 
the United Nations as one of the 
leading international practices in 
digital transformation.

For her part, Director of the 
Digital Society and Digital 
Competencies Department at 
MCIT, Duha al-Buhendi, said the 
ministry is committed to fostering 
a more digitally prepared 
society through investment 
in digital skills development 
and strengthening national 
capabilities to meet the demands 
of the digital future.

Al-Buhendi told QNA that the 
ministry is developing initiatives 
and programs targeting various 
segments of society to enhance 
digital readiness and align skills 
with labor market needs. She 
said one of the ministry’s most 

prominent initiatives is the Qatar 
Digital Academy, which delivered 
more than 330 training programs 
last year, benefi ting over 5,700 
employees from more than 90 
entities, in partnership with 17 
global technology providers.

She added that initiatives 
such as Studio 5 and the digital 
safety project Safe Space have 
contributed to promoting digital 
awareness and fostering a culture 
of innovation and online safety 
among children, youth, parents 
and teachers.

Qatar ranks fi rst globally in 
the Digital Accessibility Rights 
Evaluation (DARE) Index for 2020, 
issued by the Global Initiative 
for Inclusive ICTs, known as 
G3ict, which tracks countries’ 
progress in making information 
and communications technology 
accessible to all, in line with 
Article 9 of the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities.

Qatar also ranked fi rst globally 
in internet penetration, with a 
rate of 99% in 2021, according to 
the ‘Digital 2021: Global Overview 
Report’, issued by Hootsuite, 
which covered more than 230 
countries and territories. In 
addition, the country ranked 
third in the Arab world in the 
2023 Government Electronic and 
Mobile Services Maturity Index 
(GEMS).

In the same context, Qatar 
placed third among Arab 
countries in the 2023 ICT 
Development Index, which 
covered 169 countries and is 
based on 10 indicators measuring 
universal and meaningful 
connectivity as well as the quality 
of internet access.

In terms of achievements, Qatar 
received the World Summit Award 
for Arabic digital content through 
the government portal Hukoomi 
in the category of e-government 
and open data in 2011 and 2013. 
The Ministry of Communications 
and Information Technology 
also received ISO/IEC 27001 
certifi cation in 2018 following 
an assessment of information 
security systems in shared 
government services.

In 2020, the ministry received 
the “Champion” award from 
the World Summit on the 
Information Society for the Safe 
Space platform in the category 
of “Building Confi dence and 
Security in the Use of ICTs.”

In 2021, the TASMU platform 
won a World Summit Awards 
award in the category of 
“Government and Citizen 
Engagement,” selected among 
40 winners from nearly 800 
nominations representing more 
than 100 countries.

On Friday, Pakistan’s 24-year-old captain Fatima Sana created 
a new world record for the fastest T20I fi fty in the women’s game 
against Zimbabwe. 

The record was no fl uke. Walking in at No. 6 with Pakistan 152 for 4, 
Fatima reached 50 in 15 balls — eclipsing the 18-ball mark jointly held 
by Sophie Devine, Phoebe Litchfi eld and Richa Ghosh — and fi nished 
unbeaten on 62 off  19, with 10 fours and two sixes.

Fatima has already lived through the kind of emotional highs and 
personal devastation that shape sporting legends. 

To Pakistan cricket followers, she is the pace-bowling all-rounder 
who rose from Karachi’s narrow streets to captain the national 
women’s side. 

But behind the headlines lies a story of sacrifi ce, grief, stubborn 
resilience and a father’s unwavering belief in a daughter who refused 
to surrender to circumstance.

Born in Karachi, Fatima did not emerge from Pakistan’s traditional 
elite cricketing pipeline. She came from a modest household where 
dreams were often larger than means. Cricket itself was not initially 
seen as a straightforward path for girls, especially in conservative 
social settings where sporting careers for women still carry social 
pressures. Yet her father became the central force behind her journey.

Little-known among casual fans is how personally invested he 
was in her cricketing ambitions. He would accompany her to training 
sessions, encourage her when others questioned the practicality of 
women’s cricket, and shield her from the discouragement that many 
aspiring female athletes in South Asia encounter. 

Those close to Fatima have 
often described her father not 
merely as a parent but as the 
emotional architect of her 
career.

She began by playing street 
cricket with boys in Karachi, 
where toughness mattered more 
than reputation. Competing 
against boys sharpened her 
competitive edge and aggressive 
bowling temperament. 

Coaches quickly noticed her 
natural seam movement and 
ability to bowl with surprising 

pace. What made her stand out even more was her temperament: calm 
under pressure, fi ercely disciplined and emotionally mature beyond 
her years.

Her rise was remarkably swift. By her late teens, she had entered 
Pakistan’s domestic structure. Then came international recognition. 
In 2021, she was named the ICC Women’s Emerging Cricketer of 
the Year — a major breakthrough for Pakistan women’s cricket and 
a symbolic moment for a player who had climbed from obscurity 
without glamour or privilege.

Yet the defi ning chapter of her life was not written in triumph, but 
in tragedy.

During the 2024 ICC Women’s T20 World Cup campaign, Fatima 
received news that shattered her world: her father had passed away 
back home in Karachi. Pakistan’s captain immediately left the 
tournament in the UAE to attend his funeral. The image of a grieving 
young captain walking away from the biggest stage in women’s cricket 
became one of the tournament’s most emotional moments.

What many admired was not only her grief, but her sense of duty. 
Despite unimaginable emotional pain, she later returned to rejoin 

the Pakistan squad during the tournament. That decision transformed 
public perception of her. She was no longer merely a promising 
cricketer; she became a symbol of emotional endurance.

Teammates and observers noted how deeply attached she had been 
to her father. In many ways, every milestone in her cricket career 
carried his fi ngerprints. His death was not simply a personal loss; it 
was the loss of the person who had believed in her before selectors, 
headlines and awards ever did.

On the fi eld, Fatima combines sharp seam bowling with lower-
order hitting ability, making her one of Pakistan’s most valuable 
multi-dimensional players. Off  the fi eld, however, she remains 
strikingly grounded. She avoids excessive celebrity culture, speaks 
modestly about achievements and frequently credits family support 
for her journey. Her leadership style also refl ects her background. 
Unlike louder, more fl amboyant captains, Fatima’s authority comes 
through composure and example-setting. Many younger players 
reportedly see her as approachable precisely because she understands 
struggle fi rsthand.

In a cricket ecosystem where Pakistan women’s cricket still fi ghts 
for visibility and institutional support compared to the men’s game, 
Fatima Sana’s story resonates beyond statistics. It is the story of a 
daughter carrying forward her father’s dream, a young woman from 
humble origins breaking barriers through discipline, and an athlete 
who continued standing even after life delivered its cruellest blow.
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Qatar at the forefront of world’s 
most digitally advanced nations
On World Telecommunication and Information Society Day, Qatar continues 
Its digital leadership amid global challenges in technology access

On a national level, Qatar’s Ministry of Communications and Information Technology (MCIT) continues to advance a strategic vision aimed at 
positioning the country as a global leader in digital transformation.

Fatima Sana’s world 
record caps journey 
of courage, poise

Off  the fi eld, 
however, Fatima 
remains strikingly 
grounded. She 
avoids excessive 
celebrity culture 
and speaks 
modestly about 
achievements
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Rescued whale ‘Timmy’ 
found dead in Denmark
AFP
Copenhagen

A humpback whale that un-
derwent a rescue operation 
in Germany two weeks ago 

after beaching itself there has been 
found dead near a Danish island, 
offi  cials said yesterday.

“It can now be confi rmed that 
the stranded humpback whale near 
Anholt is the same whale that was 
previously stranded in Germany 
and was the subject of rescue at-
tempts,” Jane Hansen, division 
head at the Danish Environmental 
Protection Agency, said in a state-
ment to AFP.

The whale, dubbed “Timmy” 
in Germany’s media, was initially 
spotted stuck on sandbank on 
March 23. After various failed at-
tempts it was fi nally put in a barge 
and released into the North Sea off  
Denmark on May 2.

The whale carcass was fi rst 
spotted off  the coast of the Danish 

island Anholt in the Kattegatt sea 
between Sweden and Denmark on 
Thursday but authorities were at 
fi rst not able to confi rm it was the 
same whale.

“Conditions today made it pos-
sible for a local employee from the 
Danish Nature Agency to locate 
and retrieve an attached track-
ing device that was still fastened 
to the whale’s back. The position 
and appearance of the device con-
fi rm that this is the same whale 
that had previously been observed 
and handled in German waters,” 
Hansen said, adding that “at this 
time, there are no concrete plans 
to remove the whale from the area 
or to perform a necropsy, and it is 
not currently considered to pose a 
problem in the area.”

The Danish Environmental Pro-
tection Agency said that while 
it understood “the considerable 
public interest in this particu-
lar whale,” it stressed that people 
should keep a safe distance and re-
frain from approaching the whale.

“This is because the whale may 
carry diseases that can also be 
transmitted to humans, and there 
may also be a risk of explosion,” as 
decomposition creates large vol-
umes of gases, it said.

In Germany, the whale was fi rst 
seen on the sandbank near the city 
of Luebeck, on Germany’s Baltic 
Sea coast, before freeing itself but 
then becoming stuck again several 
times. Various attempts to save 
it failed, and authorities had an-
nounced they were giving up. But 
then two wealthy entrepreneurs, 
Karin Walter-Mommert and Wal-
ter Gunz, stepped in to fi nance the 
rescue, whose cost was estimated 
at 1.5 mn euros ($1.7 mn).

They came up with what many 
saw as a long-shot plan: coax the 
whale into the water-fi lled hold of 
a special barge and tow it back to 
its natural habitat.

Some experts at the time criti-
cised the privately fi nanced rescue 
plan, saying it would only cause 
the animal more distress.

Latvian President Edgars Rinkevics attends a press conference with opposition lawmaker Andris Kulbergs, who he 
proposed as the next prime minister after Evika Silina resigned,  at the Riga Castle, in Riga yesterday. (Reuters)

Kulbergs tapped to form 
interim govt in Latvia
AFP
Riga

Latvia’s president yesterday 
appointed an opposition 
lawmaker, Andris Kul-

bergs, to form an interim gov-
ernment following the collapse 
of the ruling coalition in a row 
over stray Ukrainian drones.

Kulbergs, a 46-year-old 
former businessman considered 
“pragmatic” by local media, said 
he hoped to create an “enlarged 
coalition” to administer the Bal-
tic country until parliamentary 
elections are held October 3.

“The president has given me 
10 days,” he told reporters.

Latvia’s prime minister Evika 
Silina resigned on Thursday af-

ter a key party in her coalition 
withdrew support because Silina 
sacked her defence minister, a 
member of that party.

She fi red the minister after 
saying Latvia’s anti-drone de-
fences had not deployed fast 
enough to parry two wayward 
Ukraine attack drones likely 
knocked off  course by Russian 
jamming.

President Edgars Rinkevics 
settled on Kulbergs after meet-
ing representatives from all the 
parties in parliament. He told re-
porters on Saturday that he had 
invited Kulbergs to form a gov-
ernment.

Should Kulbergs succeed, the 
cabinet line-up would still need 
to be approved by the parlia-
ment.

Several Russian and Ukrain-
ian drones have crashed in Latvia 
over the course of Moscow’s in-
vasion of Ukraine, stirring public 
disquiet in the small former So-
viet republic that is now a mem-
ber of Nato and the EU.

On May 7, two Ukrainian 
drones fl ew over from Russia, 
with one of them crashing into a 
petrol depot in the east of Latvia, 
causing a fi re that was quickly 
contained.

On March 25, another stray 
Ukrainian drone crashed in 
Latvia. Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said af-
ter speaking with Rinkevics at a 
summit in Romania on Wednes-
day that he would send Ukrain-
ian experts to Latvia to help it 
boost its air defences.

Six arrested for fl ying Palestinian fl ag on Eiff el Tower
French authorities have arrested 
six people suspected of flying a 
Palestinian flag from the Eiff el 
Tower without permission, a 
police source informed the AFP 
yesterday.
Climate activist group Extinction 
Rebellion France claimed the  
responsibility for draping the large 
flag from the tower’s first floor on 
Friday afternoon.
A representative said it was 
sending a “message of support” 
to Palestinians, accusing Israel 
of carrying out “massacres” in 
Gaza, as well as “ecocide crimes” 
including uprooting olive trees 
on the occupied Palestinian land. 
It was set to coincide with the 
Nakba Day — commemorating the 
1948 displacement of Palestinians 
during the creation of Israel.
The flags of both Israel and 
Palestine, as well as peace images 
of a dove and olive branch, were in 
September projected onto the Eiff el 
Tower in Paris, ahead of France’s 
announcement of recognising the 
Palestinian state. (AFP) Activists unfurl a large Palestinian flag from the Eiff el Tower in Paris, France. (Reuters)

Norwegian police said yesterday that they had arrested 
27 people at a gathering organised by a criminal 
biker gang in Oslo. Police said in a statement that the 
arrests were made at an event organised by the group 
Comanches MC at a marina. The suspects were men, 
police said, ranging from their early 20s up to their 
50s, and all were suspected of violating section 199 of 
Norway’s penal code, which relates to participation in 
a criminal association. Police said they would “assess 
whether any of the suspects should be brought before 
the court to be remanded in custody”, but that this 
would not happen before Monday. (AFP)

A Ukrainian drone attack yesterday left a man dead in 
the Russian border region of Belgorod, local authorities 
said. The attack hit a vehicle in the town of Krasnaya 
Yaruga and killed a “civilian”, according to a statement 
from the regional authorities.
Ukraine and Russia have begun trading attacks after 
a three-day truce to mark the anniversary of victory 
in the Second World War, brokered by the US, expired 
overnight from Monday to Tuesday.
Since sending troops into Ukraine in February 2022, 
Russia has frequently bombarded Ukraine’s territory, 
targeting its essential infrastructure. (AFP)

An unexploded projectile was discovered on a property 
in southeastern Romania near  the European Union 
and Nato member’s border  with Ukraine yesterday, 
its  defence ministry  said. Romania shares a  650-km 
(400-mile) land border with Ukraine. Russian drones 
attacking Ukraine’s ports on the Danube river have 
repeatedly breached its airspace and fragments have 
sometimes fallen on its territory as Ukrainian forces 
shoot them down. What the ministry described as an 
unguided reactive projectile was found in the  yard 
of an uninhabited house in the village of Pardina  n 
Romania’s Tulcea county. (Reuters)

A driver injured seven people, two of them badly, when 
he drove on a sidewalk in the northern Italian city of 
Modena yesterday and then got out possibly holding 
a knife, the mayor said. Early eyewitness accounts said 
the driver, aged in his 30s apparently “aimed for the 
sidewalk, hitting a bike, then crashed while slamming 
head-on into a woman, badly hurt with both legs 
crushed”, mayor Massimo Mezzetti said adding, “He 
was seen with a knife in his hand, but he didn’t manage 
to stab anyone.” He said that the circumstances of the 
incident were still unclear.“We need to understand 
what’s behind this act,” Mezzetti said. (AFP)

Norway arrests 27 at Oslo 
biker gang gathering

Ukraine drone attack kills 1 in 
Russian border region

Romania finds unexploded 
projectile near Ukraine border

Seven injured as driver in 
Modena runs over pedestrians
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Pakistan minister in Tehran to 
‘facilitate’ US-Iran peace talks

Pakistan’s interior minister 
was in Tehran yesterday 
“to facilitate” the peace 

talks between Iran and the US 
that have stalled despite a fragile 
ceasefi re, Iranian media report-
ed. “Mohsin Naqvi arrived today 
in the Islamic Republic of Iran on 
an offi  cial two-day visit as part 
of Pakistan’s ongoing eff orts to 
facilitate talks and promote re-
gional peace,” the Tasnim news 
agency reported. Iranian Inte-
rior Minister Eskandar Momeni 
received Naqvi, whose visit to 
Tehran comes days after that of 
Pakistan’s infl uential army chief, 
Field Marshal Asim Munir.

Islamabad has been actively 
mediating in the peace talks 
between Iran and the US and 
last month hosted a high stakes 
meeting between delegations 
from both sides. A ceasefi re an-
nounced on April 9 has largely 
halted the fi ghting that erupted 

when US and Israeli forces at-
tacked Iran on February 28.

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi said on Friday that 
Tehran had received messages 
from Washington indicating 
that President Donald Trump’s 
administration’s willingness to 
continue negotiations. Iran’s 
chief negotiator and speaker of 
parliament, Mohammad Bagher 
Ghalibaf said on Tuesday that 
Washington should accept Te-
hran’s proposal for peace or face 
“failure” after Trump rejected 
Iran’s counteroff er and  warned 
the ceasefi re was on “life sup-
port”. 

“There is no alternative but to 
accept the rights of the Iranian 
people as laid out in the 14-point 
proposal. Any other approach 
will be completely inconclusive; 
nothing but one failure after an-
other,” Ghalibaf said, in a post. 
(AFP)

People stand close to a stranded humpback whale in the Wismarer Bucht bay of Baltic Sea. (AFP/File Photo)

Qatar’s Haj Mission arrives in Holy Lands
QNA
Makkah Al Mukarramah

The Qatar’s offi  cial Haj mis-
sion delegation has arrived 
in the Holy Lands as part of 

the extensive preparations by the 
Qatari Ministry of Endowments 
(Awqaf) and Islamic Aff airs to fi -
nalise all services and ensure ap-
propriate conditions ahead of pil-
grims’ departure.

These services are intended to 
facilitate a experience in which 
pilgrims will enjoy a secure and 
integrated atmosphere. The mis-
sion’s supportive units are contin-
uing their fi eld operations round 
the clock alongside units that had 
already departed to Saudi Arabia 
days ago.

These operations are under-
way as part of an integrated plan 
aimed at full readiness ahead of 
the arrival of the first groups of 
pilgrims on the fourth of Dhu al-
Hijjah, and to provide top-notch 
services that meet the needs of 
Qatar’s pilgrims in terms of com-
fort and safety throughout their 
religious journey.

A variety of supportive units are 
continuing their missions based 
on operational plans in tandem 
with the competent authorities in 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the 
mission highlighted, emphasising 
that these plans ensure smooth 
procedures and swift response to 
all requirements related to serving 
pilgrims.

Operating in Al Naseem Dis-
trict in Makkah Al Mukarramah, 

the mission embarks on an overall 
plan to provide specialised and in-
tegrated services in co-ordination 
between Qatari Haj operatives 
and Saudi authorities to ensure 
top-notch services for pilgrims 
throughout the various stages of 
this religious journey.

The mission consists of special-
ised fi eld units operating within an 
integrated system to ensure that 
Qatar’s pilgrims enjoy comfort 
based on the top-tier services pro-
vided by the Saudi Ministry of Haj 
and Umrah.

The mission further pointed out 
that these supportive units are set 
to resume direct supervision of 
Qatari operators’ performance to 
ensure compliance with Saudi re-
quirements and standards, espe-
cially regarding accommodation, 

amenities, and health care, thereby 
ensuring the highest levels of se-
curity and safety and integrated 
services.

The liaison and support unit 
continues to perform its duties 
round the clock as a direct link be-
tween pilgrims, pilgrimage opera-
tors, and service units, receiving 
inquiries and feedback and ad-
dressing them in religious, medi-
cal, organisational, and technical 
aspects, thereby enhancing re-
sponse speed and raising pilgrim 
satisfaction.

The mission further outlined 
that close co-ordination among 
supportive units and Qatar’s 
pilgrimage operators represents 
a core element of a successful 
season. It confirmed that work 
is underway within a unified 

system aimed at achieving the 
highest levels of organisation 
and competency, while provid-
ing maximum security, safety, 
and comfort for pilgrims of Qa-
tar.

These endeavours are part of 
Qatar’s Awqaf Strategy 2025-2030, 
which prioritizes Haj under the 
theme of maximizing Islamic rites 
and rituals and streamlining their 
performance in accordance with 
the system prepared by the com-
petent authorities in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia.

This system has had a clear im-
pact in upgrading the Haj pilgrim-
age framework in a way that best 
suits pilgrims. Qatar’s Awqaf as-
serted that all eff orts undertaken 
by the mission demonstrate the 
nation’s commitment to providing 
a facilitated and secure pilgrim-
age experience through harnessing 
human, regulatory, and technolog-
ical capabilities, which ultimately 
help pilgrims perform rites in a 
tranquil and faithful atmosphere 
that best suits this blessed Islamic 
ritual.



Qatar Charity is participat-
ing in the 35th Doha Inter-
national Book Fair (DIBF), 

running until May 23 at the Doha 
Exhibition and Convention Centre 
(DECC), as part of a major cultural 
event that brings together hundreds 
of publishers, institutions, and liter-
ary fi gures from around the world. 

Qatar Charity’s participation 
this year centres on its fl agship na-
tional initiative, ‘Future Writers’, a 
pioneering programme dedicated 
to discovering and nurturing lit-
erary talent among children and 
youth across Qatar, while enhanc-
ing their creative writing skills.

At its pavilion (H2-37), Qatar 
Charity off ers visitors an in depth 
look at the evolution and achieve-
ments of the ‘Future Writers’ pro-
gramme. The pavilion features a 
comprehensive display of student 
works from the programme’s fi rst 
through seventh editions, enabling 
visitors to explore published stories 
authored by winning students.

Visitors can also purchase 
signed copies of these works, 
meet the young authors in per-
son, and learn about their expe-

riences in the programme. 
As part of its participation, Qatar 

Charity hosted a panel discussion 
at the Cultural Salon yesterday, 
discussing nurturing youth talent 
for cultural development, institu-
tional integration to support young 
writers, and transitioning from 
learning to actual publishing. 

The panel featured programme 
judges, trainers, and past student 
winners who shared their success 
stories as a practical example of 
investing in youth capabilities.

Abdulaziz Jassim Hejji, execu-
tive director of Communications 
and Community Impact, Qatar 
Charity, emphasised that the 
programme is one of the organi-
sation’s fl agship initiatives, de-
signed to fi ll a signifi cant gap in 
nurturing literary talent among 
younger generations.

He called on families, schools, 
universities, and aspiring young 
writers, particularly those with 
creative abilities, to visit Qatar 
Charity’s pavilion to learn more 

about the program, explore par-
ticipation opportunities in future 
editions, and witness fi rsthand its 
positive impact on participants 
and on Qatar’s cultural scene.

Since its launch in 2017, the 
‘Future Writers’ programme has 
provided a comprehensive and 
competitive training environment 
for students from primary school 
through university level, including 
persons with disabilities. It ena-
bles participants to express them-
selves, discover their talents, and 
refi ne their writing skills.

Over successive editions, the 
programme has reached more 

than 11,000 students across over 
1,100 schools and universities, 
identifi ed around 150 promising 
young writers, delivered dozens 
of specialised training work-
shops, and produced published 
story collections showcased at 
major cultural platforms, such as 
the Doha International Book Fair.

The programme is imple-
mented in partnership with key 
national institutions, including 
the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education, the Ministry of 
Culture, Qatar University, and the 
Qatari Forum for Authors, with 
sponsorship from Dukhan Bank.
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Panel at DIBF highlights Qatar’s educational journey rooted in national vision

HE former education min-
ister, Abdulaziz bin Turki 
al-Subaie, said Qatar’s 

educational journey was founded 
on a national vision that viewed 
knowledge as the cornerstone of 
progress and development.

His remarks came during a pan-
el discussion held as part of the 
35th edition of the Doha Interna-
tional Book Fair (DIBF), currently 
taking place at the Doha Exhibi-
tion and Convention Center, in 
the presence of HE the Minister 
of Culture, Abdulrahman bin Ha-
mad al-Thani; HE the Minister 
of Social Development and Fam-
ily, Buthaina bint Ali al-Jabr al-
Nuaimi; HE the Minister of Envi-
ronment and Climate Change, Dr 
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki 
al-Subaie; and Syria’s Minister of 
Culture, Mohammed Yassin Saleh.

During the session, which fo-
cused on his new book, Masirah 
wa A’mal Munjazah (A Journey and 
Accomplished Works), Abdulaziz 
al-Subaie reviewed the early be-
ginnings of formal education in 
Qatar and the challenges that ac-
companied the establishment of 
modern schools. He also discussed 
the transformations the country 

has undergone since the 1950s, 
from the founding of Qatar Uni-
versity to the present-day expan-
sion of the education sector.

Al-Subaie addressed several is-
sues related to culture, education 
and school curricula in Qatar, not-
ing that before the emergence of 
formal schools, education was lim-
ited to kuttab religious schools and 
traditional home-based instruc-
tion. He said the transition toward 
modern education began during 
the reign of Sheikh Ali bin Abdul-
lah al-Thani, who adopted a vision 
for modern education aligned with 
the requirements of state-building.

He said Qatar’s fi rst education 
committee, composed of promi-
nent national fi gures at the time, 
laid the foundations for formal 
education, leading to the open-
ing of the country’s fi rst modern 
school in the early 1950s. The 
country faced major challenges 
during that period, including lim-
ited services and diffi  culties at-
tracting Arab teachers, prompting 
authorities to raise salaries to en-
courage them to remain.

Al-Subaie said the support of 
the political leadership for edu-
cation was a decisive factor in the 

success of the experiment, not-
ing that the former ruler of Qatar, 
Sheikh Ali bin Abdullah al-Thani, 
strongly backed the education 
sector and sought to provide in-
centives for students and teachers 
while expanding schools across 
cities and villages.

He also discussed the begin-
nings of girls’ education in Qatar, 
saying the opening of the fi rst 
girls’ school in 1955 initially faced 
broad social opposition. Never-
theless, the leadership insisted on 
moving forward with the project, 
with support from scholars and 
religious leaders who emphasised 
the importance of women’s edu-

cation and its role in advancing 
society.

He added that the initiative 
later proved successful, with the 
education of Qatari girls becoming 
a central pillar of social and eco-
nomic development and helping 
expand opportunities for women 
in the workforce.

Speaking about the evolution 
of educational administration, 
al-Subaie said Qatar moved early 
to prepare national cadres, with 
Qatari graduates assuming lead-
ership positions within the Min-
istry of Education. He also high-
lighted the development of adult 
education and literacy programs 

through a system of “educational 
circles,” which accelerated eff orts 
to eradicate illiteracy.

He said fi nancial incentives of-
fered to newly literate citizens 
played a major role in encouraging 
participation in educational pro-
grammes, describing the initiative 
as one of the pioneering experi-
ences in the region.

In another part of the discus-
sion, the former education min-
ister stressed the importance of 
preserving national identity and 
the Arabic language amid glo-
balisation and the expansion of 
diverse educational systems. He 
warned against “complete disso-
lution” into foreign educational 
models at the expense of cultural 
identity, citing the Arabic Lan-
guage Protection Law issued by 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani.

He said openness to global ex-
periences is important but should 
not come at the expense of the 
Arabic language and national val-
ues, calling for the development 
of a distinctly Qatari educational 
model that balances modernity 
with cultural specifi city.

Al-Subaie also reviewed the 

founding of Qatar University, say-
ing the project initially faced scep-
ticism from foreign reports ques-
tioning Qatar’s ability to establish 
a national university. He said the 
Qatari leadership nevertheless 
pressed ahead, launching the in-
stitution in 1973 with the College 
of Education housed temporarily in 
converted school buildings before 
it expanded into one of the leading 
universities in the region. He added 
that the university’s graduates had 
demonstrated their competence 
across state institutions.

He also discussed the experi-
ence of “model schools,” which 
empowered Qatari women profes-
sionally and achieved advanced 
educational outcomes, with the 
initiative later expanding to doz-
ens of schools and thousands of 
female students and teachers.

At the conclusion of the session, 
Abdulaziz bin Turki al-Subaie 
praised the substantial support 
provided to the education, culture 
and charitable sectors in Qatar 
over the past decades, saying that 
investment in people and knowl-
edge has long remained the cor-
nerstone of the country’s national 
development.

Alqantara publishing inaugurated at DIBF

The Doha International 
Book Fair saw the inaugu-
ration of Alqantara pub-

lishing and distribution, in the 
presence of HE the Minister of 
Culture Sheikh Abdulrahman bin 
Hamad al-Thani.

Attended by a group of intel-
lectuals, writers, and those inter-
ested in the publishing industry, 
the launch comes as a refl ection 
of the growing cultural move-
ment in the State of Qatar and the 
increasing role of cultural indus-
tries in supporting knowledge-
based development, with pub-
lishing being at the fore.

On the occasion, founder and 
director of Alqantara publishing 
and distribution, Jassim Salman 
said that the establishment of the 
publishing house stems from a 
belief in the importance of books 
in human building and awareness 
enhancing.

The publishing house aims to 
serve as a cultural and intellec-
tual bridge connecting thought, 
creativity, and humanity, off ering 
writers and creators a new space 

for expression and production, 
Salman noted.

Inaugurating Alqantara pub-
lishing and distribution at the 
Doha International Book Fair car-
ries important cultural signifi -
cance, given the book fair’s role as 
a leading platform for intellectual 
dialogue and cultural exchange, 
he added.

Salman noted that the publish-
ing house will produce a variety of 
publications covering literature, 

thought, humanities, children’s 
books, and translated works, with 
a focus on high-quality content 
and works that promote knowl-
edge, openness, and dialogue.

Following its launch, Alqantara 
publishing and distribution’s fi rst 
participation in the book fair is 
featuring a range of intellectual, 
literary, and translated works, 
with a special focus on Qatari 
works connected to identity and 
local memory. (QNA)

HE Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Hamad al-Thani

Defence minister tours Doha book fair
HE the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of State 
for Defence Aff airs Sheikh 
Saud bin Abdulrahman bin 
Hassan al-Thani toured the 
35th Doha International 
Book Fair (DIBF) yesterday 
at the Doha Exhibition and 
Convention Center (DECC). 
Accompanied by HE the  
Minister of Culture Sheikh 
Abdulrahman bin Hamad 
al-Thani, HE Sheikh Saud 
toured the venue, checking 
out several pavilions and 
meeting with organisers and 
visitors.

‘Rich programme’ attracts
huge turnout at book fair
By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

The 35th edition of the Doha 
International Book Fair 
(DIBF) witnessed a large 

turnout yesterday, attracting a 
wide audience of readers, intel-
lectuals, and young people who 
cling to books at the height of the 
acquisition of social media and 
digital technology.

Books still can build bridges of 
dialogue and knowledge for the 
youth for whom reading is a pas-
sion, renewed by the fair in the 
face of the digital age. During the 
fair, there was a remarkable turn-
out of young people who fi lled the 
halls, showcasing diverse intel-
lectual and cultural interests. This 
affi  rmed that books still hold their 
place in a world rapidly trans-
formed by digital advancements.

Their participation was not 
limited to browsing the pavilions 
and purchasing books, but ex-
tended to engaging in intellectual 
and cultural discussions about 
novels, Islamic thought, politics, 
psychology, and self-develop-
ment. This scene refl ected the 
fair’s transformation into a space 
for dialogue, interaction, and the 
exchange of ideas, in addition to 
its role as a platform for display-
ing new publications.

Several young people pointed 
out that reading has become an 

important means of coping with 
the pressures of daily life and es-
caping digital distractions. The 
remarkable youth presence at 
the DIBF confi rms that reading 
retains its appeal for new gen-
erations, and that books remain 
capable of building bridges of 
dialogue and knowledge, and fos-
tering awareness and intellectual 
openness in the face of the chal-
lenges of the digital age.

Economic writer Ahmed Atef 
launched his book “Economics 
Made Simple”, telling the media 
that his participation in the fair 
was “a signifi cant milestone.” 
He noted that the fair is one of 
the most important, largest, and 
oldest book fairs in the Gulf re-
gion, attracting a wide audience 
of publishers and writers from 
around the world.

Atef stated that his book aims 
to simplify economic concepts in 
accessible language, explaining 
that economics “is not an elitist 
science, but an integral part of 
everyday life”. 

He noted that the book explains 

fundamental concepts, such as 
infl ation, recession, interest rates, 
fi nancial markets, gold, and cur-
rency, aiming to make these terms 
clearer and more accessible to the 
non-specialist reader. 

He further explained that the mo-
tivation behind the book stemmed 
from the numerous questions peo-
ple have daily about the economy, 
such as the direction of gold and 
dollar prices, and decisions regard-
ing saving and investment. 

He said: “I wanted to provide 
the reader with a simple intro-
duction to understanding what’s 
happening around them, without 
unnecessary complexity.”

At the same time, visitors 
passionate about culture found 
the panel discussion titled ‘The 
State Appreciation Award: Paths 
of Culture and Heritage’ to be 
very enriching. Several recipi-
ents of the State Appreciation 
Award affi  rmed that preserving 
cultural and heritage identity is 
achieved by transforming herit-
age into living projects capable of 
addressing new generations in a 

contemporary language. 
Visual artist Yousef Ahmed spoke 

about his extensive experience 
working with Qatari palm fronds, 
considering them material that em-
bodies “the essence and local spirit 
of Qatar,” in addition to being an en-
vironmentally-friendly endeavour. 
Engineer Ibrahim al-Jaidah stressed 
that the State Appreciation Award 
represents “a crowning achieve-
ment”, as it culminates a journey of 
hard work and dedication, noting 
that the recognition places a dou-
bled responsibility on creators to-
wards future generations. 

For his part, heritage research-
er Ali bin Abdullah al-Fayyad 
addressed the importance of 
documenting heritage in both its 
tangible and intangible aspects, 
emphasising that oral traditions, 
folklore, poetry, and ancient 
tales constitute an integral part 
of the collective memory of Qa-
tari society.

Experts during a panel discussion titled ‘The State Appreciation Award: 
Paths of Culture and Heritage’.

Writer Ahmed Atef

Doha-based author unveils Doha-based author unveils 
latest novel latest novel Made in IraqMade in Iraq
By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

Iraqi author Maysaloom Fakher 
recently launched her latest 
novel Made in Iraq, written in 

Arabic, at the 35th edition of the 
Doha International Book Fair. 

Fakher is a documentaries pro-
ducer and have published four 
novels before her latest work, all in 
Arabic, and they mainly deal with 
issues such as the search for iden-
tity, nostalgia, alienation, and the 
struggle to keep up with the new 
realities of the new home away 
from the mother homeland Iraq. 

She addresses the struggle of 
the venerable and goes with her 
stories around several generations 
of the same family across too and 
forth between the past, present 
and future to explore how her 
characters overcome their vulner-
ability and adopt the new realities.

In Made in Iraq, she takes the 
story of four generations through 
the life of her main character Noor, 
who lives in Sweden, and accord-
ingly address intricate topics, such 
as war, struggle with oppression, 
internal confl ict with living in a new 
culture and adopting a new way of 
life in a foreign land, and the mem-
ories that trouble the characters. 

She said this novel explores the 
Iraqi identity through the per-
spective of the women of four 
generations of the same family, 
where their fears, memories, and 
ideas explore the history of the 
country through the eyes of the 
vulnerable focusing on day-to-
day struggles to cope with the 
unpredictability of events. 

Fakher has been living and 

working in Qatar since 2004, and 
sees that the culture scene in Qa-
tar has been fl ourishing over the 
years with the Doha International 
Book Fair becoming a landmark 
event, much awaited by books and 
culture enthusiasts every year. 

She expressed her appreciation 
for the great diversity and organi-
sation of the event as it refl ects all 
culture trends and gives space for 
more creativity and innovation. 
In particular, it hosts a consider-
ably large number of renowned 
publishers from the Arab world, 
and the region alongside some 
key international publishers, giv-
ing the visitors a rich experience 
and a unique opportunity to ex-
plore diff erent worlds of culture 
and knowledge.

She described the event as a key 
celebration of culture and knowl-
edge, which acts as an interactive 
platform for authors, publish-
ers, and readers, in addition to the 
various featured culture forms and 
lectures that accompany the event.

Made in Iraq is published by Al 
Jamal Publishing House (Man-
shurat Al-Jamal), which is con-
sidered among the prominent 
Arab publishing houses. It was 
founded in 1983.

Maysaloom Fakher

Qatar Charity showcases ‘Future Writers’Qatar Charity showcases ‘Future Writers’
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