
QSTP unveils $30mn 
venture fund to back 
deep tech pioneers

By A Staff  Reporter
Doha

Qatar Science and Technology 
Park (QSTP), a member of 
Qatar Foundation, has unveiled 
a $30mn Tech Venture Fund, 
marking a decisive stride into the 
country’s deep tech future and 
naming its inaugural cohort of 
co-investment partner funds.
The fund will channel capital into 
early-stage deep tech startups 
headquartered in Qatar — 
companies whose work delivers 
measurable social or climate 
impact, in direct support of Qatar’s 
Third National Development 
Strategy (NDS3) and Qatar 
Foundation’s broader mission.
Its investment thesis is 
unambiguously built for Qatar’s 
future, sitting at the crossroads 
of deep tech and impact. The 
fund will back founders building 
enterprises with the potential 
to generate enduring value for 
Qatar’s economy and its wider 
innovation ecosystem.
QSTP President Rama Chakaki 
said: “The Tech Venture Fund 
is built on a simple conviction: 
important companies of the 
next decade will be deep tech 
startups with an impact lens, 
focused on building inclusive, 
sustainable technologies that 
serve humanity and the natural 
world. We’re here to back those 
founders early and bring the best 
investors in the world alongside 
us when we do.” To Page 10
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani held 
a phone call yesterday with 
President of the sisterly UAE 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
al-Nahyan.
During the call, they discussed the 
fraternal relations between the 
two countries and ways to support 
and strengthen them in a manner 
that serves the common interests 
of the two countries and peoples.
They also addressed 

developments on the regional and 
international fronts, particularly 
the current developments in 
the region and eff orts aimed 
at enhancing security and 
stability. Both sides stressed 
the importance of continuing 
co-ordination and consultation 
regarding various issues of 
common interest in a way that 
contributes to supporting security 
and peace at the regional and 
international levels. (QNA)

Amir, UAE president Amir, UAE president 
for joint co-ordinationfor joint co-ordinationBook-laden Doha set 

for its biggest chapter

The 35th edition of the Doha 
International Book Fair 
is set to open today at the 

Doha Exhibition and Convention 
Center, with organisers describ-
ing it as the largest in the event’s 
history.

The fair, organised by Qatar’s 
Ministry of Culture, will run 
until May 23 and feature broad 
participation from embassies, 
ministries and cultural institu-
tions from across the Arab world 
and beyond, refl ecting the exhi-
bition’s growing regional and in-
ternational standing.

This year’s edition will include 
910 exhibition booths and more 
than 1.85mn books covering 
around 231,000 titles. Organis-
ers said 143 new books would 
be launched during the event, 
alongside 46 panel discussions, 
69 workshops and 46 seminars 
on the fair’s main stage.

In comments to Qatar News 
Agency, Jassim Ahmed al-Buain-
ain, Director of the Libraries 
Department at the Ministry of 
Culture and Director of the Doha 
International Book Fair, said the 
event would host 520 publishing 
houses from 37 Arab and foreign 
countries.

He added that the programme 
would include a wide range of 
cultural activities, including lec-
tures, literary discussions and 
workshops across various fi elds. 
The fair will also announce the 
winners of the second Doha In-
ternational Book Fair Award, 
which includes six categories 
aimed at supporting Qatari and 
international authors and pub-
lishers.

A cultural programme on the 
fair’s main stage will bring to-
gether writers, intellectuals and 
academics from Qatar and abroad 
for discussions on literature and 
thought, while the cultural salon 
will host book signings and dia-
logue sessions with authors.

Al-Buainain said the event 
would also feature “Reading 
Guide” sessions to help visitors 
choose books, as well as a dedi-
cated “Doha Children’s Zone” 
with interactive activities and 
performances for young audi-
ences.

The Qatari Authors Forum, 
affi  liated with the Ministry of 
Culture, will organise a series of 
cultural, educational and intel-
lectual events involving writers, 
researchers and academics from 
inside and outside Qatar.

More than 100 new publica-
tions by Qatari authors and resi-
dents will be launched during the 
fair, alongside over 25 intellectual 
seminars, 15 specialist lectures 
and 12 discussion sessions focus-
ing on cultural and social issues.

The exhibition will open daily 
from 9am to 10pm local time, 
except on Fridays when visitors 

will be admitted from 3pm until 
10pm.

Organisers said special atten-
tion had been given to children 
and young readers ahead of this 
year’s edition, including the 
launch of a mobile library bus 
that visited around 12 schools to 
encourage reading and learning 
among students.

The Doha International Book 
Fair is regarded as one of the old-
est and largest book fairs in the re-
gion. First launched in 1972 under 
the supervision of Qatar’s national 
library authority, it was initially 
held every two years before be-
coming an annual event in 2002.

Since 2010, the fair has hosted 
a guest country each year, in-
cluding the United States, Turki-
ye, Iran, Japan, the United King-
dom, Germany, Russia, France, 
Saudi Arabia, Oman and Pales-
tine. (QNA)

Qatar participated in the 
extraordinary meeting of Their 
Highnesses and Excellencies 
the Ministers of Interior of the 
Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) 
member states, held at the GCC 
General Secretariat headquarters 
in Riyadh.
On behalf of HE the Minister 
of Interior and Commander 

of the Internal Security Force 
“Lekhwiya” Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, HE 
the Minister of State for Interior 
Aff airs Sheikh Abdulaziz bin 
Faisal bin Mohammed al-Thani 
led Qatar’s delegation at the 
meeting.
The meeting discussed ways to 
enhance joint Gulf security co-

operation and co-ordinate eff orts 
in addressing security challenges, 
in a manner that supports 
regional security and stability.
Qatar emphasised the importance 
of continuing security co-
ordination and integration among 
GCC member states to address 
emerging developments and 
shared challenges. (QNA)

GCC meeting reviews joint  security co-op

Draft law to overhaul private  

schools regulation approved

By Staff  Reporter
Doha

The Cabinet yesterday ap-
proved a draft law regulat-
ing private schools, paving 

the way for a sweeping moderni-
sation of the legal framework that 
governs private education across 
the country.

Drawn up by the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education, 
the proposed legislation seeks 
to tighten governance standards 
and lift the quality of education 
at every level, in line with Qa-
tar National Vision 2030 and the 
national education strategy. The 
Cabinet decided that the draft 
will be published on the Civil 
Service and Government Devel-
opment Bureau’s “Sharek” plat-
form to gather public feedback 
before being referred for legisla-
tive review under the approved 
procedures.

The decision came as HE the 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani chaired the Cabinet’s 
regular meeting at the Amiri Di-
wan in Doha.

Speaking after the session, HE 

the Minister of Justice and Minis-
ter of State for Cabinet Aff airs Ib-
rahim bin Ali al-Mohannadi said 
the prime minister briefed min-
isters on a series of meetings and 
contacts conducted in recent days 
at the directives of His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-
mad al-Thani. The discussions, he 
said, formed part of Qatar’s wider 
eff orts to support regional and 
international initiatives aimed at 
reducing tensions, reinforcing se-
curity and stability, and securing 
lasting peace in the region.

The Cabinet reiterated Doha’s 
support for the mediation eff orts 
led by Pakistan, welcoming what 
it described as Islamabad’s con-
structive role in bringing parties 
closer together, and called on the 
international community to back 
eff orts towards a peaceful resolu-
tion of the crisis.

Ministers also condemned Sun-
day’s drone strike on a commercial 
cargo vessel in Qatar’s territorial 
waters, branding it a “fl agrant vio-
lation” of freedom of navigation 
and international law. They fur-
ther rejected any attempt to use 
the Strait of Hormuz as leverage 
in regional confl icts or to alter its 
status as an international water-
way. To Page 10

By A Sports Reporter
Doha

Qatar won seven gold medals on the second day of 
the 4th GCC Games Doha 2026, strengthening their 
position at the top of the medals table with a total of 
29. Swimmers delivered five of the gold medals, while 
the men’s 3x3 basketball team and the showjumping 
squad also emerged triumphant. Fencer Ali Owaida 
added another gold in the foil event.
Swimmers Saadeddin, Mohamed Mahmoud, Ali Tamer 
Hassan and Abdalla Elghamry each secured individual 
gold before combining to win the 4x100m freestyle 
relay at the Hamad Aquatic Centre.
In 3x3 basketball, Qatar’s men produced a dominant 
display in the final, defeating Bahrain 20-11 to claim 
gold at Al Gharafa Sports Hall. The women’s team also 
made history, winning their first-ever bronze medal 
after beating the UAE 13-9 in the regional multi-sport 
event.
Qatar’s showjumping quartet of Faleh Suwaid al-Ajmi, 
Salman Mohammed al-Emadi, Khalid Mohammed 
al-Emadi and Bassem Mohammed produced a strong 
performance to win the 145cm team event. Sport Page 1

Qatar surge to top of medals tableQatar surge to top of medals tableQatar Rail rolls out hidden 
disability programme
By A Staff  Reporter
Doha

Travelling across Doha Metro and 
Lusail Tram just became more 
inclusive. Qatar Railways Company 
(Qatar Rail) has launched the 
globally recognised Sunflower 
programme across both networks, 
off ering passengers with non-
visible disabilities a discreet way to 
signal that they may need a little 
extra support on their journey.
The Sunflower programme allows 
passengers to wear a sunflower 
symbol — a quiet, voluntary cue 
that they may have a hidden 
disability and could benefit from 
additional assistance, more time, 

or clearer communication while 
travelling.
Reinforcing its commitment 
to delivering an inclusive and 
accessible travel experience for 
every passenger, Qatar Rail said in 

a press release yesterday that the 
initiative forms part of its wider drive 
to elevate customer experience 
across its networks, building on 
the successful rollout of the Best 
Buddies programme last year.
As a Sunflower-enabled transport 
network, Qatar Rail has woven the 
programme into key passenger 
touchpoints, from stations to 
onboard services, ensuring 
a consistent and supportive 
experience throughout the journey. 
Its customer service teams have 
undergone specialised training to 
recognise the Sunflower symbol 
and are well equipped to assist 
passengers with hidden disabilities 
with empathy, professionalism, and 
care.

35th edition of DIBF opens today at DECC
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Turkish ambassador underlines significance of FM’s visit to Doha
By A Staff  Reporter
Doha

The recent visit of the Turkish For-
eign Minister Hakan Fidan to Doha 
carries exceptional signifi cance, as 

it comes at a highly sensitive regional time 
characterised by increasing challenges 
and critical developments, according to 
Turkish ambassador Dr Mustafa Goksu.

The envoy said the visit witnessed 
high-level diplomatic engagement, as 
Fidan was received by His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani. 
He also held an offi  cial, expanded round 
of talks with HE Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani, Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs, 

as well as an important meeting with HE 
Sheikh Saud bin Abdulrahman bin Has-
san al-Thani, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of State for Defence Aff airs.

Dr Goksu noted that the signifi cance of 
the visit lies in conveying a fi rm message 
warning against the risks of an expanding 
confl ict and reaffi  rming the mutual sup-
port for constructive mediation eff orts 
aimed at de-escalation.

He stressed the commitment of both 
Ankara and Doha to safeguarding regional 
stability and preventing the resumption 
of military operations, given their cata-
strophic repercussions for international 
peace and security and the global econ-
omy.

The envoy also pointed to the full con-
vergence of views between the two coun-

tries, emphasising that the statements 
made by Fidan — in which he underlined 
that Israeli expansionism represents “the 
primary problem” and the main threat to 
regional stability and security — refl ect a 
deeply rooted and shared strategic posi-
tion between Ankara and Doha.

He added that the expansionist and 
aggressive policies pursued in Gaza, 
Lebanon, the West Bank, and Syria have 
claimed the lives of thousands of inno-
cent people and triggered waves of forced 
displacement that have turned millions of 
rightful inhabitants into refugees facing 
severe humanitarian conditions.

Accordingly, Dr Goksu reiterated 
Turkiye’s full support for Qatar’s tire-
less eff orts to defuse and resolve crises 
through diplomacy and eff ective me-

diation, noting that the two brotherly 
countries constitute an integrated pillar 
of stability and consistently support one 
another’s initiatives across international 
platforms.

The envoy concluded his statement by 
affi  rming that these discussions refl ect 
the strong political will of the leaderships 
of both countries to play an active and in-
fl uential role in resolving regional crises, 
while embodying their mutual commit-
ment to coordinating positions and en-
hancing joint co-operation. 

He stressed the steadfast position of 
both countries in supporting the resil-
ience of the brotherly Palestinian people 
and adhering to the two-state solution as 
the sole strategic path toward achieving a 
just and lasting peace in the region.

Turkish ambassador to Doha Dr Mustafa 
Goksu.

Lekhwiya wraps up volunteer training initiative

Qatar’s Internal Security 
Force (Lekhwiya) has con-
cluded a training program 

aimed at qualifying volunteers in 
urban search and rescue, in co-
operation with the Qatar Volun-
teer Center under the Ministry of 
Culture. 

The program was implemented 
as part of a memorandum of un-
derstanding between the two sides 
and was attended by HE Lekhwiya 
Deputy Commander, Staff  Major 
General Mohammed Misfer al-
Shahwani. 

Offi  cials said the initiative is de-
signed to support national eff orts 
in rescue operations and disaster 
management, while enhancing 
the readiness of national person-
nel to respond to emergencies. It 
also aims to develop volunteers’ 
skills and prepare them for fi eld 
participation through training in 
public safety, fi rst aid and opera-
tional procedures, alongside in-
volvement in national initiatives 
requiring coordination between 
security agencies and civil society 
institutions.

The training was held at Le-
khwiya’s camp in Al Duhail under 
the supervision of the Lekhwiya-
linked Qatari International Search 
and Rescue Group. It included 
theoretical lectures and practical 
exercises in fi rst aid, fi refi ghting, 
and urban search and rescue, as 
well as training on the standards of 
the United Nations International 
Search and Rescue Advisory Group 
(INSARAG).

The four-week program covered 

a range of specialised modules. 
The fi rst week focused on fi rst 
aid, including CPR, cardiac emer-
gencies, the use of defi brillators, 
and managing choking incidents 
across diff erent age groups.

The second week was dedicated 
to fi refi ghting, introducing types 
of extinguishers and hoses, as well 
as practical scenarios involving 
vehicle and residential fi res and 
the use of oxygen cylinders. 

The third week concentrated 

on urban search and rescue tech-
niques, including stabilisation 
methods, cutting and securing 
timber structures, door and win-
dow reinforcement, rope-based 
descent systems, and concrete 
breaching to reach victims. The 
fi nal week covered INSARAG 
methodologies, including disaster 
response procedures and victim 
management, as well as training in 
search operations using specially 
trained K9 units. (QNA)

Lekhwiya signs agreement with QFFD

Qatar’s Internal Security 
Force (Lekhwiya) has 
signed a memorandum 

of understanding with the Qatar 
Fund for Development (QFFD) 
aimed at strengthening co-oper-
ation in search and rescue opera-
tions and humanitarian assist-
ance. 

The agreement was co-signed 
by Lekhwiya Assistant Com-
mander for Administration and 
Supply, Staff  Brigadier Mubarak 
Sherida al-Kaabi and QFFD 
Director-General Fahad Hamad 
al-Sulaiti. 

The signing ceremony was 
attended by HE Lekhwiya Dep-

uty Commander Staff  Major 
General Mohammed Misfer al-
Shahwani. The memorandum is 
intended to enhance co-opera-
tion by drawing on the expertise 
of Lekhwiya-affi  liated Qatari 
International Search and Rescue 

Group in the fi eld of rescue op-
erations.  It also covers the pro-
vision of consultancy services 
and technical specifi cations for 
equipment used in fi eld opera-
tions and practical training exer-
cises. (QNA)

Gulf Security committee holds meeting
The Supreme Committee overseeing the Joint 
Tactical Exercise of the GCC Security Agencies 
(Arabian Gulf Security 4) has held its fourth 
meeting. The session was chaired remotely by 
HE Staff  Major General Abdullah bin Mohammed 
al-Sowaidi, Assistant Undersecretary of Qatar’s 
Ministry of Interior for Technical and Specialized 
Aff airs and head of the exercise’s supreme 
committee. During the meeting, participants 
reviewed items on the agenda and issued 
recommendations aimed at strengthening joint 
security co-ordination and integration among 
GCC member states. The discussions also 
focused on improving operational readiness, 
enhancing field eff iciency and developing joint 
response mechanisms among Gulf security 
agencies. (QNA)
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Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei Darussalam received the credentials of the 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the State of Qatar to Brunei 
Darussalam Abdullah Hamad Ali al-Adham al-Marri.
The ambassador conveyed the greetings of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani to the Sultan of Brunei Darussalam and his wishes of good health and 
happiness to him, as well as further progress and prosperity to the government and 
people of Brunei Darussalam.
For his part, the Sultan entrusted the ambassador to convey his greetings to the Amir, 
wishing His Highness continued health and happiness, and further progress and 
prosperity to the State of Qatar. (QNA)

Sultan of Brunei Darussalam receives 
credentials of Qatar’s ambassador

Qatar condemns Israeli occupation government 
minister’s storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque
The State of Qatar condemned the storming of the blessed 
Al-Aqsa Mosque by a minister in the Israeli occupation 
government, alongside settlers, considering it a flagrant 
violation of international humanitarian law and a provocation of 
the feelings of Muslim people around the globe.
In a statement yesterday, the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 
aff irmed the State of Qatar’s categorical rejection of the 
continuation of provocative incursions and attempts to 
undermine the religious and historical status of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, stressing — in this context, the need for the 

international community to uphold its moral and legal 
responsibilities towards the occupied Jerusalem (Al-Quds) 
and its holy sites and to firmly confront the repeated Israeli 
occupation’s violations.
The ministry reiterated the State of Qatar’s unwavering position 
on the just Palestinian cause and the legitimate rights of the 
brotherly Palestinian people, including their full right to practice 
their religious rites without restrictions and to establish their 
independent state within the 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem 
as its capital. (QNA)

Amir sends cables of congratulations to UAE president
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani 
sent yesterday cables of congratulations to the President of the sisterly United Arab Emirates Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed al-Nahyan 
on the anniversary of assuming the reins of power. (QNA)

NCSA concludes specialised workshop
The National Cyber Security Agency (NCSA) concluded 
a specialised workshop on International Critical National 
Infrastructure Dependencies, in cooperation with the 
UK Government. The workshop focused on fostering a 
practical understanding of cyber risks associated with 
global supply chains.
The workshop was organised as an extension of the 
strategic partnership between the two sides, with the 
Agency aligning its outcomes with national priorities, and 
broadening the scope of benefit through the participation 
of eight government entities, thereby reinforcing 
institutional integration in addressing cross-sector 
cyber challenges. The workshop featured advanced 
methodologies for analysing international dependencies, 
including risk assessment mechanisms and strategies to 
strengthen capabilities to address complex challenges within the operational environments of critical infrastructure.
The Agency also honoured the trainers for their eff orts in transferring specialised knowledge and enriching the training content, 
thereby contributing to the development of national capabilities in this field.

MSDF starts 
bazaar to 
empower 
local families

Ministry of Social 
Development and 
Family (MSDF) 

launched the “Old Market 
Bazaar” at Tawar Mall as 
part of the “Home Grown” 
initiative aimed at support-
ing productive families and 
strengthening the presence 
of local products in the do-
mestic market.

Running through the end 
of June, the event features 10 
family-run projects show-
casing handmade crafts, 
perfumes, gifts, clothing, 
and food products, refl ect-
ing Qatar’s growing push to 
empower homegrown entre-
preneurship and sustainable 
economic participation.

Director of Family Em-
powerment at the ministry 
Buthaina al-Obaidly said the 
initiative forms part of broad-
er eff orts to build a stronger 
support system for productive 
families, enhance economic 
and social empowerment, and 
deepen partnerships with the 
private sector and civil society 
in line with Qatar’s 2025-2030 
development strategy. (QNA)

‘Work under way to boost judicial
eff iciency, digital transformation’

HE the Head of the Judicial In-
spection Authority at the Su-
preme Judiciary Council (SJC) 

Judge Ahmed al-Mansoori said that the 
Judicial Inspection Authority’s work 
programme for the 2026-2030 period 
focuses on enhancing the effi  ciency of 
the judicial system and improving the 
quality of judicial work, in line with the 
SJC’s vision, along with the Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030.

Speaking to Qatar News Agency 
(QNA), Judge al-Mansoori said that the 
programme includes developing mech-
anisms for inspection and performance 
oversight, enhancing the quality of ju-
dicial rulings, reinforcing the principles 
of transparency and institutional gov-
ernance, improving the effi  ciency and 
qualifi cation of judicial personnel, and 
supporting digital transformation.

The Judicial Inspection Authority 
has witnessed signifi cant development 
following the issuance of Law No 8 of 
2023 and the subsequent regulatory 
decisions, which strengthened the Au-
thority’s role in combining continuous 
monitoring with improving the quality 
of judicial performance, Judge al-Man-
soori noted.

Keeping pace with technological de-
velopments, particularly in the fi eld 
of electronic systems, is one of the 
most prominent current challenges, he 
pointed out.

He stressed that the Authority plays 
a pivotal role in supporting the judicial 
work’s quality and effi  ciency through 
monitoring and analysing performance 
indicators, examining challenges, and 
presenting development proposals, im-

proving institutional effi  ciency and ju-
dicial outcomes.

Regarding litigant confi dence, Judge 
al-Mansoori said that judicial inspec-
tion is one of the fundamental pillars in 
strengthening society’s trust in the jus-
tice system by reinforcing integrity, im-
partiality, and transparency, in addition 
to receiving and reviewing complaints 
within an organised legal framework.

The new work program features im-
proving the evaluation indicators of ju-
dicial performance by adopting more 
comprehensive and accurate standards 
and linking them to institutional gov-
ernance, while benefi ting from statistics 
and developing a continuous qualifi ca-
tion system, Judge al-Mansoori said.

Training and qualifying judges con-
tinuously is a key pillar in improving ju-
dicial performance, Judge al-Mansoori 
said, noting that the Authority identi-
fi es training needs through inspections 
and follow-up activities.

The Judicial Inspection Authority 
is increasingly moving towards digital 
transformation, using advanced sys-
tems for performance monitoring, data 
analysis, and report writing, which 
enhance effi  ciency and accuracy com-
pared to traditional methods.

In line with the digital justice project, 
there is a leaning towards expanding 
the use of electronic systems, modern 
technologies, and artifi cial intelligence, 
contributing to supporting judicial and 
supervisory work, he added.

In response to a question about 
speeding up litigation processing time 
and its relation to the quality of rulings, 
Judge al-Mansoori said that achiev-

ing prompt justice requires balancing 
speed with the quality of judgments, 
something that the Authority seeks to 
reinforce by developing performance 
indicators and continuous monitoring.

On institutional coordination, he re-
iterated the authority’s commitment to 
strengthening cooperation with various 
judicial bodies locally and internation-
ally, enabling the exchange of expertise 
and best practices in inspection, govern-
ance, and institutional development.

The future of judicial work in the Qa-
tar is promising, given the strong sup-
port for the judicial sector and the move 
toward building an advanced digital 
system that keeps pace with legislative 
and technological developments, there-
by enhancing the quality and effi  ciency 
of judicial performance, Judge al-Man-
soori said.

Concluding his remarks to QNA, 
Judge al-Mansoori said that several ini-
tiatives will be launched over the com-
ing period, most notably issuing a ju-
dicial governance document, updating 
performance indicators, strengthening 
judicial training programs, and projects 
related to judicial publications and 
studies that support institutional work.
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Ooredoo announces launch of Strategic 
Digital & AI Transformation Programme

Ooredoo has launched its Strategic 
Digital & AI Transformation Pro-
gramme, designed to accelerate 

Ooredoo’s evolution into an AI-powered 
company, supported by Microsoft.

Building on previous projects and collab-
orations, the agreement will pave the way for 
digital, AI-enabled transformation at scale, 
benefi ting Ooredoo and its customers.

The Strategic Digital & AI Transformation 
Programme represents an important step to-
wards building a more agile and future-ready 
organisation. The programme is centred on 
sovereign and hybrid cloud capabilities, AI 
enablement, and the development of a scal-
able digital foundation to support advanced 
digital solutions, enhance customer experi-
ences, empower businesses, and contrib-
ute to building a resilient digital ecosystem 
aligned with Qatar National Vision 2030.

The agreement was signed by Sheikh Ali 
bin Jabor bin Mohammad al-Thani, CEO of 
Ooredoo Qatar, and Ahmad el-Dandachi, 
general manager of Microsoft Qatar, in the 
presence of senior executives and represent-
atives from both organisations.

Sheikh Ali said: “This programme aims 
to deliver more personalised and proactive 
customer experiences, empower enterpris-
es with advanced digital capabilities that 
strengthen competitiveness, and contrib-

ute to the development of a resilient digital 
ecosystem that supports Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030 and helps redefi ne the future of 
telecommunications in the AI-driven digital 
era.”

El-Dandachi added: “Through this col-
laboration, we are bringing together cloud, 
data, and AI to help accelerate innovation at 
scale, while supporting the development of 
a more resilient and dynamic digital ecosys-
tem in Qatar.”

Sheikh Ali bin Jabor bin Mohammad 
al-Thani, CEO of Ooredoo Qatar, and Ahmad 
el-Dandachi, general manager of Microsoft 
Qatar, during the signing ceremony.

NHRC concludes training programme for QU students

The National Human Rights Com-
mittee (NHRC) concluded a 
training programme for Qatar 

University (QU) students, organised 
as part of its annual educational cam-
paign targeting students of universi-
ties, schools and civil and military state 
institutions, under the theme ‘toward a 
society aware of its rights.’

In this context, NHRC’s Director of 
Programs and Education Hamad al-
Hajri emphasised the NHRC’s commit-
ment to openness and communication 
with various public bodies, institu-
tions, and stakeholders, especially stu-
dents and youth, through training them, 
building their capacities, and providing 
platforms that enable them to express 
their ideas and views, thus contributing 
to preparing them for active participa-
tion in shaping future visions and pro-
grammes.

Al-Hajri urged the course participants 
to be ambassadors for human rights, 
through active participation in human 
rights activities and programmes, and to 
contribute to consolidating the leading 
position that the State of Qatar enjoys 
regionally and internationally, through 
engaging in community, human rights, 
humanitarian and development initia-
tives, and providing views and propos-
als in various fi elds of human rights.

He pointed out that the dialogues and 
discussions that took place during the 

training programme over four months 
refl ected an advanced human rights 
awareness among the students. He 
stressed his confi dence in their ability 
to understand the human rights system, 
its standards and national, regional and 
international protection mechanisms, 
and to interpret this knowledge into real 
practices in their personal lives and pro-
fessional careers.

The training programme included a 
series of theoretical lectures, practical 
activities and fi eld training within the 
various departments of the committee, 
with the aim of introducing partici-
pants to the principles and foundations 
of human rights, their historical origins 
and development, developing practi-
cal skills in the fi elds of human rights 
work, in addition to applying theoretical 
knowledge within the institutional work 
environment, and enhancing awareness 
of the role of the NHRC, its competen-
cies and its working mechanisms at the 
national and international levels.

The programme also focused on rais-
ing awareness of the international hu-
man rights protection system, moni-
toring mechanisms and international 
reports, and enabling female students 
to practice professionally in a realistic 
work environment that is appropriate to 
their academic specialisations.

It addressed the concept of human 
rights and its intellectual and historical 

origins, as a system with multiple in-
tellectual, religious, political and social 
tributaries, in addition to reviewing the 
development of the concept of human 
rights after the First and Second World 
Wars, and what resulted from it in the 
establishment of the international sys-
tem for the protection of human dignity.

The programme also addressed the 
International Bill of Human Rights, in-
cluding the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights issued in 1948, its back-
ground, formulation, legal nature and 
the extent of its binding nature, as well 
as the two International Covenants on 
Civil and Political Rights and on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights, and 
their importance in transforming hu-
man rights principles into international 
legal obligations. (QNA)

Safari Hypermarket marks 21st anniversary 

Safari Hypermarket, which has 
been scripting a success story in 
Qatar for the past two decades, 

has begun celebrating its 21st anni-
versary.

Safari Group, which opened its fi rst 
Safari Hypermarket on Salwa Road on 
May 5, 2005, is a business group born 
and nurtured in Qatar. Unlike many 
large business groups that entered 
Qatar only after becoming established 
in other countries, Safari adopted a 
unique business model from the out-
set, without imitating anyone else. 
Through innovative promotions, at-
tractive activities, and rewarding 
prize schemes, while maintaining only 
minimal profi t margins, Safari suc-
ceeded in earning a special place in the 

hearts of customers through its own 
style of retail marketing.

Safari Group deputy chairman and 
managing director Zainul Abideen 
expressed gratitude to customers for 
their continued support of Safari over 
the years.

Starting with Safari Hypermarket 
Salwa Road, the group has expanded 
into numerous companies and estab-
lishments under the umbrella of Safari 
Group of Companies, including Safari 
Mall - Abu Hamour, Safari Hypermar-
ket - Al Khor, Safari Hypermarket-
Barwa Village, Safari Hypermarket 
- Industrial Area, Safari Hypermarket 
- Birkat Al Awamer, Safari Hypermar-
ket - Ezdan Mall Al Gharafa, Safari 
Mobile Shop, Safari Opticals, Safari 

Trading Est, Hi-Power Engineering, 
Simple Logic IT, Power Waste Con-
tracting & Engineering Services WLL, 
Hi-Power Transport & Rent A Car, 
and Europe Travels.

The inauguration ceremony mark-
ing the celebration of Safari Hyper-
market’s 21st anniversary was jointly 
offi  ciated by Safari Group chairman 
Hamad Dhafar al-Ahbabi, Safari 
Group deputy chairman and manag-
ing director Zainul Abideen, general 
manager Surendra Nath, and assistant 
general manager – Public Relations 
Thamer al-Sayed.

The event was held at Safari Hy-
permarket, Salwa Road branch, in the 
presence of other management repre-
sentatives and offi  cials of the group.

The celebration was held at Safari Hypermarket, Salwa Road branch, in the presence of other management 
representatives and officials of the group.

Ashghal continues Package 1 of roads, 
infrastructure works in Al Shamal

The Public Works Author-
ity (Ashghal) continues to 
implement Package 1 of the 

Remaining Roads and Infrastruc-
ture Works in Al Shamal, as part 
of its eff orts to develop the road 
network and improve infrastruc-
ture services across the country.

In a press statement, Engineer 
Ali Mostafawi, a project engineer 
in the Drainage Networks Projects 
Department at Ashghal, explained 
that the project aims to meet the 
needs of the growing population in 
Al Shamal by providing services to 
around 3,807 residential plots. He 
added that the area will witness 
improved traffi  c fl ow, enhanced 
connectivity to public facilities, 
and improved road safety for resi-
dents and visitors.

Regarding the scope of works, 
Mostafawi said they include con-

structing and developing 87km of 
roads, with the aim of facilitating 
the movement of residents and 
linking the internal streets of the 
area with the main roads adjacent 
to it, such as Abu Dhalouf Street 
and Al Areesh Street, as well as Al 
Shamal and Al Ghariyah Roads. 

This is in addition to improv-
ing several vital streets leading to 
public and commercial facilities, 
most notably Al Ruwais Health 
Centre, Al Shamal Secondary 
School for Boys, and the com-
mercial buildings adjacent to Abu 
Dhalouf Street.

The project will activate 2,812 
streetlights to enhance road 

safety throughout the area, along 
with 66km of sewage network 
upgrades to meet current and 
future needs. Maintenance work 
will also be carried out on the 
sewage pumping station to im-
prove its effi  ciency and ensure 
continuous operation.

Regarding the current works on 
site, excavation work is underway 
to lay lighting pole cables and ac-
tivate the electricity substations 
that feed the main distribution 
panel. Ground levelling is also be-
ing carried out in preparation for 
asphalt paving to construct a new 
road connecting the area’s inter-
nal streets to Abu Dhalouf Street.

Project aims to meet the needs of the growing 
population in Al Shamal by providing services 
to around 3,807 residential plots

QRDI Council honours FameLab Academy winners

Qatar Research, Development and Innovation 
(QRDI) Council, in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Education and Higher Education, 

has successfully concluded the FameLab Academy 
2025/26 season.

The event provides students with a platform not only 
to showcase groundbreaking research across a wide 
range of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math-
ematics (STEM) disciplines, but also to develop their 
scientifi c communication, public speaking, and presen-
tation skills, enabling them to present complex scientifi c 
concepts in a clear, engaging, and impactful manner.

Three students were recognised for their out-
standing presentations during the competition fi -
nals, held as part of the National Scientifi c Research 
and Innovation Exhibition at the Qatar National 
Convention Center. The winners are as follows: 
fi rst place, Abdelrahman al-Jaber from Khalifa Sec-
ondary School for Boys; second place, Nour Khalid 
Mohammed Saeed from Next Generation School, Al 
Wakra; and third place, Abdallah Bisty from Tariq 
Bin Ziad School for boys.

Launched at the Cheltenham Science Festival in 

the UK, FameLab has grown into the world’s lead-
ing science communication competition. In Qatar, 
FameLab Academy refl ects the country’s commit-
ment to advancing science through creative and ac-
cessible communication.

Delivered in partnership with the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Education and QRDI Council, the pro-
gram is now in its ninth year and third cycle under a new 
format. To date, it has trained around 10,000 students.

This cycle saw strong participation from both 
public and private school students, with 400 reach-
ing the semi-fi nal stage. Sixteen fi nalists competed 
for the top three positions yesterday.

By increasing participation in science and research 
and encouraging a culture that recognises the positive 
impact of science on both economic and social devel-
opment, the competition creates new opportunities 
and helps develop a generation of confi dent researchers 
ready to shape a future where science plays a key role 
in driving progress. In doing so, program like FameLab 
Academy continues to support the Third National De-
velopment Strategy (NDS3) by strengthening the foun-
dations of a thriving, innovation-driven society. (QNA)

QIIB names winner of QR100,000 QIIB names winner of QR100,000 
monthly prize for ‘Joud’  accountmonthly prize for ‘Joud’  account

QIIB has announced the 
winner of the QR100,000 
April 2026 prize for the 

‘Joud’ savings account.
QIIB head of Products Talal 

al-Jaidah presented Amer Ali 
al-Hebshi with a cheque repre-
senting the prize amount during 
a ceremony held at the bank’s 
headquarters.

It is worth noting that the 
‘Joud’ savings account is a 
highly competitive off ering that 
delivers a wide range of benefi ts 
to customers, foremost among 
them substantial cash prizes. 

The account off ers custom-
ers the opportunity to win two 
grand annual prizes of QR1mn 
each, in addition to a monthly 
prize of QR100,000, signifi -
cantly enhancing their chances 
of winning and deriving tangible 
value from their savings.

Beyond the prize off erings, 

the ‘Joud’ savings account pro-
vides customers with quarterly 
profi t distributions, together 
with the fl exibility to deposit 
and withdraw funds at any time.

All customers holding a ‘Joud’ 
savings account are automatical-

ly eligible to enter the draws and 
compete for the available prizes. 

In addition, every balance of 
QR10,000 maintained in the ac-
count entitles the customer to 
one entry into the various draws 
conducted throughout the year.

QIIB head of Products Talal al-Jaidah presenting Amer Ali al-Hebshi 
with the ceremonial cheque.

MoECC, A2LA organise training course
Represented by its Monitoring 
and Inspection Department, 
the Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change (MoECC), 
organised, in co-operation 
with the American Association 
for Laboratory Accreditation 
(A2LA), a specialised 
training course on auditing 
laboratories in accordance 
with the requirements of “ISO/
IEC 17025:2017”, which was 
held virtually with the aim 
of enhancing institutional 
efficiency and developing 
technical capabilities.
The four-day course included 
22 employees from the 

ministry’s technical staff, 
representing the Monitoring 
and Inspection Department 
and the Radiation Protection 
Department, in addition to a 
representative from the office of 
the Assistant Undersecretary for 
Environmental Affairs.
The course focused on 
enhancing participants’ skills 
in auditing environmental 
laboratories according to the 
latest international quality 
standards, highlighting their 
applications in the areas of air 
quality, radiation monitoring 
and environmental inspection, 
ensuring the accuracy and 

reliability of the results.
This initiative falls within the 
framework of the ministry’s 
ongoing commitment to 
qualifying national cadres and 
developing the quality and 
calibration system, in support 
of the goals of sustainable 
development and in line with 
Qatar National Vision 2030.
The ISO/IEC 17025:2017 
standard is considered the most 
important for calibration and 
testing laboratories worldwide, 
and it is used in developing a 
management system capable of 
achieving accurate and reliable 
results. (QNA)



Doha Forum participated 
in the Geoeconomics 
Summit 2026, hosted by 

the Institute of Geoeconomics 
(IOG), based within the Interna-
tional House of Japan (IHJ).

The summit brought together 
senior policymakers, experts, 
and business leaders to discuss 
the geopolitical and economic 
forces reshaping the global order.

Discussions focused on the 
impact of energy volatility, geo-
political tensions, and supply 
chain realignment on regional 
and global co-operation.

Doha Forum hosted a session 
titled Asia and the Global Order: 
Navigating the New Era of Energy 
and Supply Chains, examining 
how rising geopolitical tensions 
and the rapid reconfi guration 
of supply chains are reshaping 
Asia’s role in the international or-
der and the global economy.

The discussion featured Assist-
ant Undersecretary for Commer-
cial Aff airs at the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry, Saleh Abdulla 
al-Mana; CEO of Tanaka Global 

Inc, Nobuo Tanaka; and Senior Fel-
low, Energy Security and Climate 
Change at CSIS Jane Nakano. The 
session was moderated by Special 
Adviser, International House of 
Japan ambassador Cheol Hee Park.

Speaking on the panel, al-Mana 
said: “Asia’s growing role in global 
trade presents an important op-
portunity to strengthen economic 
co-operation and deepen partner-
ships across the region. Continued 
engagement will be key to sup-
porting a more resilient and inter-

connected global economy.”
Speaking on the sidelines of 

the summit, Executive Director 
of Doha Forum Mubarak al-Ku-
wari said: “Asia is at the centre 
of many of today’s most conse-
quential economic and geopolit-
ical shifts. Engaging in dialogue 
across regions and perspectives 
is essential to redefi ning global 
trust and strengthening interna-
tional co-operation.”

The forum’s 24th edition will 
take place on Dec 5-6, 2026 in 
Doha, Qatar, under the theme 
“Redefi ning Global Trust”.  (QNA)

The State of Qatar has partic-
ipated in the Global South 
Media and Think Tank Fo-

rum Chinese-Arab Partnership 
Conference, held at the headquar-
ters of the League of Arab States in 
Cairo.

The Qatari delegation was 
led by ambassador Abdullah bin 
Ahmed al-Sada, Secretary-Gen-
eral of Qatar’s Committee for the 
Alliance of Civilizations.

The forum aimed to strengthen 
cooperation and exchange exper-
tise between media organisations 
and think-tanks in Arab countries 
and China. Organisers said the 
gathering sought to create new ar-
eas of coordination and long-term 
partnerships in development and 
cultural communication among 
countries of the Global South.

Discussions focused on the role 
of media and research institutions 
in anticipating future challenges 
and proposing solutions at a time 
of growing international and re-
gional uncertainty.

Participants stressed that coun-
tries of the Global South face 
mounting crises that require closer 
cooperation between media outlets 
and research centres to develop 
shared perspectives and stronger 

ties between their peoples.
The event included panel dis-

cussions on opportunities and 
challenges facing Arab-Chinese 
media cooperation, as well as the 
impact of digital transformation 
and emerging technologies on the 
media sector. Offi  cials, academ-
ics, journalists and experts from 
Arab states and China also ex-
amined ways to modernise media 
collaboration in response to rapid 
technological change.

Sessions additionally explored 
the role of media and think tanks in 
promoting peace and development 
through innovation, cultural ex-
change and greater understanding 
between nations. An accompanying 
exhibition titled “Art Integration: 
Across Millennia, the Silk Road 

Culture Endures” was also opened 
on the sidelines of the forum.

In his opening remarks, Arab 
League Secretary-General Ahmed 
Aboul Gheit described the forum 
as “a vital artery” through which 
peoples communicate and share 
experiences. He said the gathering 
represented another opportunity to 
renew Arab-Chinese co-operation 
in media and intellectual exchange.

Aboul Gheit said the meeting 
comes at a time of serious inter-
national and regional challeng-
es, with countries of the Global 
South facing crises that require 
stronger cooperation to build a 
more balanced and just interna-
tional order based on sovereign 
equality, international law and 
the rejection of double standards.

He also praised China’s Global 
Governance Initiative, launched 
by President Xi Jinping, saying it 
off ered “a promising horizon” for 
strengthening democracy in in-
ternational relations, narrowing 
the gap between the Global North 
and South, and resolving global 
crises through peaceful means.

The Arab League chief added 
that strategic co-operation be-
tween Arab countries and China 
had produced common political 
positions on a number of interna-
tional issues. He renewed appre-
ciation for what he described as 
China’s support for Arab causes, 
particularly the Palestinian issue.

Aboul Gheit called on the inter-
national community to pressure 
Israel to end what he described as 
violations against Palestinians in 
the Gaza Strip and the occupied 
West Bank, and reiterated support 
for a two-state solution as the only 
path towards a lasting and just 
peace in the Middle East. (QNA)
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Qatar takes part in Arab-Chinese Media and Think Tank Forum in Cairo

Qatari-Saudi 
Co-ordination
Council holds 
fourth meeting

The heads of the working groups of the 
Economy, Trade and Industry Commit-
tee stemming from the Qatari-Saudi 

Co-ordination Council held their fourth meet-
ing yesterday via videoconference. The meet-
ing was chaired on the Qatari side by HE Un-
dersecretary of the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, Mohammed bin Hassan al-Malki. On 
the Saudi side, it was chaired by Deputy Min-
ister for International Economic Aff airs at the 
Ministry of Economy and Planning in Saudi 
Arabia, Rakan Tarabzoni, with several offi  cials 
from both sides in attendance.

They discussed items on the agenda, includ-
ing mechanisms to enhance trade exchange and 
facilitate import and export operations. They 
also reviewed developments related to joint 
initiatives, the main challenges and obstacles 
and ways to address them, as well as the com-
mittee’s next steps and the recommendations 
required in that regard. (QNA)

Arab League chief meets Qatari delegation
Secretary-General of the League 
of Arab States Ahmed Aboul Gheit 
has met a delegation from Qatar’s 
Committee for the Alliance of 
Civilizations, led by ambassador 
Abdullah bin Ahmed al-Sada, in Cairo.
During the meeting, the Qatari 
delegation reviewed initiatives and 
projects launched by the State of 
Qatar in the field of the Alliance of 
Civilizations. These included the 
Qatar Global Award for Dialogue 
Among Civilizations, the Alliance 
of Civilizations Magazine, and the 
Encyclopedia of Occidentalism.
The delegation said the encyclopedia is the first project of its kind in the Arab and Islamic world aimed at 
understanding Western societies from an Islamic perspective.
At the end of the meeting, the delegation presented Aboul Gheit with a copy of the four-volume Encyclopedia 
of Occidentalism. (QNA)

Global Carbon Council 
achieves ICVCM CCP 
eligibility approval

The Global Carbon Coun-
cil, the Global South’s fi rst 
internationally accredited 

carbon standard, has achieved 
a major milestone with the ap-
proval of its Standard on ICVCM 
Eligibility of Projects and Issu-
ances v1.1 as CCP-Eligible by the 
Integrity Council for the Volun-
tary Carbon Market (ICVCM). 

The approval of the Global 
Carbon Council on ICVCM Eli-
gibility of Projects and Issuances 
v1.1 confi rms the Standard’s ro-
bust governance and registry 
systems.

Dr Yousef Alhorr, founding 
chairman, Global Carbon Coun-
cil, said: “This approval refl ects 
the strength and rigor of the Glo-
bal Carbon Council Programme’s 
regulatory framework, which 
is robust, dynamic, and fully 
aligned with the most demanding 
global standards, including the 
ICVCM’s Core Carbon Principles 
and CORSIA. 

“The Global Carbon Council 
Programme stands ready to de-
liver high-integrity carbon cred-
its that are recognised and traded 
across international carbon mar-
kets, driving meaningful progress 
toward global climate goals. For 
project owners and stakehold-
ers, this approval provides access 
to a broader pool of high-quality 
buyers, stronger demand, and 
enduring market value for the 
credits they generate.”

With this recognition, the 
council has become the only car-
bon crediting program based in 
the Global South to be accredited 
under ICAO’s CORSIA frame-
work and to receive CCP-Eligi-
bility approval from the ICVCM, 
further strengthening buyer con-
fi dence and market trust in Glo-
bal Carbon Council-issued cred-
its and frameworks. 

The approval also refl ects the 
broader evolution of voluntary 
carbon markets toward stronger 
integrity, transparency, and in-
ternationally aligned governance 
frameworks. 

For Project Owners and stake-
holders engaging with the Global 
Carbon Council Programme, this 

recognition is a clear and author-
itative signal that credits issued 
under the Programme meet the 
highest benchmarks of environ-
mental integrity, transparency, 
and international credibility.

Established in Qatar in 2016 
by the Gulf Organisation for Re-
search & Development, Global 
Carbon Council operates under 
its GCC 2.0 Programme Frame-
work, which governs its regula-
tory, governance, and registry 
systems, while project-level re-
quirements are defi ned under 
the Global Carbon Council 2.0 
Project Standard.

Kishor Rajhansa, COO of Glo-
bal Carbon Council (GCC), said: 
“This achievement represents 
an important step in the Coun-
cil’s continued eff orts to build a 
transparent, scalable, and dig-
itally enabled carbon market 
ecosystem that responds to the 
evolving integrity expectations 
of global markets. 

“With CCP-Eligibility approval, 
GCC is further strengthening its 
ability to support project devel-
opers, governments, and mar-
ket participants through robust 
standards, interoperable registry 
infrastructure, and credible frame-
works designed to deliver high-in-
tegrity carbon credits at scale.”

Dr Yousef Alhor

Qatar Boat Show wins four awards at Eventex 2026

Qatar Boat Show 2025 won 
four awards at Eventex 
2026, one of the most rec-

ognisable accolades in the global 
events industry, headquartered in 
Barcelona, Spain.

The show received Silver in the 
‘Middle Eastern Event’ category, 
alongside Bronze in three addition-
al categories: ‘Trade Show’, ‘Con-
sumer Show’, and ‘Outdoor Event’.

The recognition follows the 
success of the second edition 
of Qatar Boat Show, held at Old 
Doha Port from November 5-8, 
2025 under the strategic platform 
‘Beyond the First Horizon’. Its lat-
est win across four distinct cat-
egories refl ects the event’s per-
formance on multiple fronts.

The Silver in the Middle East-
ern Event category acknowledges 
the show’s expression of regional 
hospitality, its connection to Qa-
tar’s maritime heritage and the 
wider boat and yacht manufactur-
ing sector, and the high standard of 
execution and event organisation.

Engineer Mohammed Abdulla 
al-Mulla, CEO of Old Doha Port 
and chairman of the Qatar Boat 

Show Organising Committee, said: 
“These four awards refl ect the work 
that goes into Qatar Boat Show 
across every layer of the experi-
ence since its launch in 2024, from 
the marine showcase and the trade 
platform to the outdoor program-
ming and the regional hospitality 
that defi ned the 2025 edition.

“To be recognised interna-
tionally after only two editions 
confi rms what we have set out to 
do: position Qatar as a credible 

marine destination on the global 
stage, and Old Doha Port as a wa-
terfront capable of hosting events 
of international standing.”

“As we look to the third edition 
this November under our ‘Craft-
ing Wonderful’ campaign, the 
same standard of craft and inten-
tion will defi ne every part of the 
show, in line with Qatar’s wider 
ambitions under Qatar National 
Vision 2030, particularly across 
tourism and economic diversifi -

cation,” al-Mulla said.
The Bronze in Trade Show rec-

ognises the event’s role as a work-
ing B2B platform and as a venue 
for the exchange of expertise 
between local and international 
companies.

The second edition welcomed 
more than 505 brands and 65 
boats and marine vessels from 105 
countries, with a combined value 
of QR880mn, and attracted over 
27,000 visitors across its four days.

The Bronze in Consumer Show 
acknowledges the 25% increase in 
exhibitors between the fi rst and 
second editions, alongside the 
breadth of the show fl oor, which 
featured global and local yacht-
building companies, specialist 
industry experts, and diving and 
fi shing equipment.

The Bronze in Outdoor Event 
refl ects the design of the show as 
a fully open-air waterfront expe-
rience, with a marina-centric lay-
out that made optimal use of the 
existing infrastructure, on-water 
and on-land yacht choreography, 
and a day-to-night programming 
structure.

“The Global Carbon Council 
Programme stands ready 
to deliver high-integrity 
carbon credits that are 
recognised and traded 
across international 
carbon markets, driving 
meaningful progress toward 
global climate goals”

Doha Forum participates in summit

Qatar attends Geoeconomics Summit 2026 in Tokyo

Qatar participated in the 
Geoeconomics Summit 
2026, held yesterday in 

the Japanese capital Tokyo, with 
the participation of a number of 
international offi  cials and ex-
perts specialising in international 
economy and geoeconomics.

Qatar was represented at the 
summit by  Assistant Undersec-
retary for Commercial Aff airs at 
the Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry (MoCI) Saleh Abdullah al-
Mana, who participated in a panel 

discussion titled: ‘Asia and the 
Global Order: Navigating the New 
Era of Energy and Supply Chains’.

The session discussed the ma-
jor transformations taking place 
in the global economy, the future 
of supply chains, opportunities 
to enhance trade and investment 
co-operation among countries, 
and the importance of building 
sustainable economic partner-
ships that support growth and 
economic prosperity.

During his participation, the 

assistant undersecretary for 
commercial aff airs stressed the 
importance of strengthening 
long-term economic and trade 
partnerships, supporting the 
business and investment envi-
ronment, and expanding areas of 
international co-operation in a 
way that contributes to achieving 
sustainable economic growth.

He also pointed to Qatar’s 
keenness to strengthen economic 
and trade co-operation with its 
international partners and sup-

port initiatives aimed at develop-
ing trade, investment, and supply 
chains, in line with Qatar Nation-
al Vision 2030 and the Sustain-
able Development Goals.

The summit witnessed the 
participation of a number of in-
ternational fi gures and experts 
specialising in economics and in-
ternational trade, and its sessions 
addressed several issues related 
to geoeconomics and the rapid 
transformations taking place in 
the global economy. (QNA)
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EAA advances hands-on 
learning for students in India
Education Above All (EAA) 

Foundation, a global foun-
dation for education and de-

velopment, with the support of its 
strategic partner, the Qatar Fund 
for Development (QFFD), has suc-
cessfully concluded a large-scale 
project-based learning initiative 
in India.

Implemented with Mantra4Ch-
ange, which integrated hands-
on, curriculum-aligned learning 
into government schools across 
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Odisha, 
and Nagaland, the project aims to 
improve academic performance, 
strengthen real-world skills, and 
make learning more engaging for 
students in resource-constrained 
environments.

Through the initiative, EAA 
Foundation’s Internet-Free Edu-
cation Resource Bank (IFERB) has 
supported integrating project-

based learning into classrooms, 
enabling students to learn by do-
ing, solve real-world problems, 
collaborate with peers, and con-
nect lessons to their daily lives. 
The model is designed to work in 
low-resource settings, where ac-

cess to digital tools, laboratories, 
and learning materials may be lim-
ited.

The project has reached 3.8mn 
learners, supported 13,393 teachers 
in 18,605 schools across four states 
in India. Its implementation was 

strengthened through government 
ownership, curriculum alignment, 
teacher training and mentorship, 
classroom observations, feedback 
loops, external evaluations and the 
use of online and offl  ine monitor-
ing tools to track progress at scale.

The initiative has demonstrated 
measurable improvements in both 
academic outcomes and skills. 
Students showed stronger per-
formance in core subjects, along-
side progress in critical thinking, 
creativity, communication, and 
collaboration, refl ecting the value 
of hands-on learning in helping 
children connect classroom les-
sons to real-world challenges.

Teachers reported greater con-
fi dence in using project-based 
learning methods, while students 
responded positively to the more 
interactive and hands-on ap-
proach. This refl ects the value of 

practical learning not only in im-
proving student engagement but 
also in strengthening educators’ 
ability to deliver more dynamic 
and eff ective lessons.

Janhvi M Kanoria, executive di-
rector of Innovation and Develop-
ment Directorate at EAA Founda-
tion, said: “This initiative refl ects 
EAA Foundation’s commitment 
to developing practical, scalable 
solutions that improve learning 
for children in some of the most 
resource-constrained settings. By 
bringing project-based learning 

into government classrooms, we 
are helping students move beyond 
memorisation and developing the 
confi dence, creativity, and prob-
lem-solving skills they need for 
the future.”

Through this work, EAA Foun-
dation continues to demonstrate 
how innovation, partnership, and 
locally adapted education solu-
tions can transform classrooms, 
improve learning outcomes, and 
equip children with the skills 
they need to thrive in a changing 
world.

Ambition, unity and rising talent shine 
at GCC Games basketball competition
By Shaima Sheriff  
Staff  Reporter

Strong competition, ris-
ing women’s participa-
tion and growing regional 

ambition are defi ning the bas-
ketball competitions at GCC 
Games Doha 2026 as Gulf teams 
battle for places in the fi nals.

From Kuwait and Bahrain to 
Oman and host Qatar, play-
ers and coaches described the 
tournament as more than just a 
sporting contest, highlighting 
the shared ambition, experience 
and regional pride driving this 
year’s competition.

Kuwaiti national team player 
Neera Rubabah said the intensi-
ty of the tournament refl ects the 
rapid development of basketball 
across the GCC.

“The matches are very strong, 
and the experience here in Qatar 
is great,” she said.

She added that the team hopes 
to deliver strong performances 
not only for themselves but for 
the wider sporting community 
across the Gulf.

Bahrain national team player 
Bayan Salman echoed similar 
sentiments after her side faced 
challenging opening matches 
against the UAE and Saudi Ara-
bia.

Looking ahead to Bahrain’s 
semi-fi nal clash against Kuwait, 
she described the fi xture as one 
of the toughest challenges of the 
tournament.

For Oman’s women’s team, 
the tournament has also rep-
resented an opportunity for 
growth and exposure at regional 
level.

Omani player Fatima de-
scribed the experience in Doha 
as both rewarding and educa-
tional.

“It was a very beautiful op-
portunity and a truly wonder-
ful experience,” she said. “We 
gained a lot of experience from 
it and competed against strong 
teams.”

She added that the competi-
tion would motivate the team 
to continue improving in future 
tournaments.

“God willing, in the coming 
times we will deliver an even 
better performance and achieve 
higher positions,” she said.

While the women’s competi-
tion showcased rising participa-
tion and competitiveness, Qa-
tar’s men’s 3x3 basketball team 
entered the knockout stages 
carrying strong momentum af-
ter remaining unbeaten in the 
tournament.

Head coach Branimir Berba-
kov said the team had been sat-
isfi ed with its performances so 
far but remained fully focused 
on the challenges ahead.

“So far in this tournament we 
were able to win all the games,” 
Berbakov said. “We are prepar-
ing right now for the semi-fi nal 
games against Saudi.”

The coach stressed that the 
squad aimed to prove itself as 
one of the tournament’s strong-
est contenders.

Beyond results and stand-
ings, the basketball compe-
tition also reflected broader 
changes within Gulf sport, 
particularly the increasing vis-
ibility of women athletes and 
the strengthening of regional 
sporting standards.

Branimir Berbakov

Omani player Fatima

Bayan Salma

Neera Rubabah

Precision, pressure, Gulf unity defi ne 
GCC Games shooting tournament
By Shaima Sheriff  
Staff  Reporter

As the GCC Games Doha 2026 
shooting competitions be-
gin at Lusail International 

Shooting Range, offi  cials say rising 
standards, stronger regional par-
ticipation and growing women’s in-
volvement are redefi ning Gulf sport.

The competition brings together 
athletes from all GCC countries 
in shotgun, rifl e and pistol events, 
including trap, skeet, mixed cat-
egories and team competitions for 
both men and women, refl ecting 
the growing scale and competi-
tiveness of regional sport.

Qatar’s Abdullah Ali al-Mutawa 
al-Hammadi, Executive Offi  ce and 
Competition manager for the shoot-
ing events, described this year’s edi-
tion as one of the most technically 
demanding yet, particularly with 
the implementation of updated in-
ternational formats and expanded 
participation across categories.

“This competition is very tough 
and not easy,” al-Hammadi said 
during a media briefi ng. “It is a really 
good challenge for us as administra-
tion and as technical teams.”

He explained that shotgun com-
petitions would follow a demanding 
two-stage qualifi cation process be-
fore fi nalists are selected. “The fi rst 

day will be 75 targets, then 50 targets 
on the following day. The total is 125, 
and the best eight athletes qualify 
for the fi nal,” he said.

The competitions are being held 
at the Lusail International Shoot-
ing Range, one of the region’s most 
advanced facilities, highlighting 
Qatar’s continued investment in 
world-class sporting infrastructure 
ahead of major international events.

“As you see here, we have 60 
ranges combined,” al-Hammadi 
said. “For rifl e and pistol, we have 80 
fi ring points for the airgun competi-
tion.”

The venue also includes dedicated 
ranges for 10m, 25m and 50m disci-
plines, along with facilities designed 
to meet international championship 
standards.

Beyond the competition itself, 

organisers emphasised the broader 
signifi cance of the GCC Games as a 
platform for Gulf unity and sporting 
development.

“All GCC countries are partici-
pating, and we are very happy that 
everybody is here,” al-Hammadi 
said. “We are one country. We are 
brothers.”

The event also refl ects the grow-
ing role of women in Gulf sport, with 
increased participation in women’s 
and mixed shooting categories 
across disciplines.

“Always, we support women as 
athletes and as offi  cials,” he said. 
“Day by day, you will see the en-
couragement of our athletes.”

Behind the scenes, extensive 
technical preparations are under-
way to ensure international-level 
standards. The competition in-
cludes pre-event training ses-
sions, technical meetings and the 
presence of licensed international 
referees and juries from Asia, India 
and GCC countries.

“Everything is under control,” al-
Hammadi said, noting that all Qatari 
referees involved hold international 
licences.

While medals remain the imme-
diate focus, the competition also 
refl ects a broader evolution within 
Gulf sport, one that is becoming 
more advanced, inclusive and inter-
nationally aligned.

Abdullah Ali al-Mutawa al-Hammadi

Qatar Olympic Committee signs MoU with Mall of Qatar

The Qatar Olympic Commit-
tee (QOC) signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding 

(MoU) yesterday with Mall of Qa-
tar to strengthen co-operation in 
sports, community events, cham-
pionships, and initiatives.

The MoU was signed by Hamad 
bin Lahdan al-Mohannadi, direc-
tor of the Support Services Sector 
at QOC; and Rony Mourani, CEO 
of Mall of Qatar.

The agreement aims to enhance 
co-operation in organising and 
implementing sports and commu-
nity events, championships, and 
initiatives of mutual interest, while 
supporting local and international 
sporting events organised by the 
QOC and its affi  liated federations 

and sports committees.
Among the fi rst initiatives in-

cluded under this collaboration are 
the organisation of Olympic Day 
2026, a major Boxing Champion-
ship, and the hosting of the eFIBA 
Finals 2026 and 2027, organised in 
collaboration with the Qatar Bas-
ketball Federation.

The MoU also aims to launch and 
implement joint community pro-
grammes and initiatives designed 
to promote healthy lifestyles, en-
courage sports participation, and 
enhance community engagement 
across diff erent age groups.

In addition, the agreement in-
cludes co-operation in media, mar-
keting, and promotional activities 
related to joint events and projects, 

as well as the designation of hotels 
and facilities affi  liated with or man-
aged by Mall of Qatar as preferred 
accommodation and hosting op-
tions for sports delegations attend-
ing events and championships.

On this occasion, al-Mohannadi 
said that the signing of this memo-
randum falls within the framework 
of the Committee’s commitment 
to strengthening partnerships 
with various entities to support 

the development of the sports sec-
tor in Qatar.  He explained that the 
agreement refl ects the Commit-
tee’s commitment to expanding 
strategic partnerships and creat-
ing an integrated environment 
for hosting and organising sport-
ing events in accordance with the 
highest international standards. 

He also stressed the importance 
of co-operation with public and pri-
vate sector institutions, given their 
pivotal role in supporting the sports 
movement, promoting a culture of 
sports participation, and broaden-
ing community engagement.

“This MoU represents a clear 
commitment from Mall of Qatar 
towards one of our core pillars: the 
promotion of a healthy and active 

lifestyle within the community. 
Through this partnership, we aim 
to further leverage Mall of Qatar 
as a dynamic platform for engag-
ing the community through posi-
tive, meaningful, and construc-
tive events, fully aligned with the 
vision and ambitions of Qatar,” 
Mourani said.

“At Mall of Qatar, our ambition 
has always gone beyond being a 
shopping destination. We aim to be 
a true community hub where en-
tertainment, culture, sports, and 
social engagement come together. 
Strengthening our collaboration 
with key national institutions is 
central to this vision and to our con-
tinued eff orts to elevate the destina-
tion’s role and impact,” he added.

QSTP launches $30mn Tech Venture Fund
From Page 1

The fund targets founders build-
ing at the frontier of AI, machine 
learning, robotics, biotechnol-
ogy, advanced materials, and clean 
technology, with Qatar serving as a 
launchpad for regional and global 
expansion. Sectors of interest in-
clude EdTech, HealthTech, Clean-
Tech, AgriTech, PropTech, smart 
infrastructure, aviation technology, 
and mobility, among others.

Portfolio companies must be 
headquartered in Qatar, with a core 
leadership team and operation based 
locally. The fund invests in founders 

developing technologies with strong 
commercial potential and the ability 
to address major global and regional 
challenges.

The fund co-invests alongside 
leading local, regional, and global 
venture capital fi rms, enabling Qa-
tar-based startups to access broader 
pools of capital, global expertise, and 
international markets. This is fur-
ther strengthened by QSTP’s unique 
positioning within Qatar’s startup, 
research, innovation, and venture 
ecosystems. The fi rst set of co-in-
vestment partner funds includes 
Global Ventures, Golden Gate Ven-
tures, White Star Capital, Venture-

Souq, and Builders VC. Together, the 
fi rms bring deep sector expertise and 
networks spanning the WANA re-
gion, Southeast Asia, North Amer-
ica, Europe, and Asia. Additional 
co-investment partners will be an-
nounced in the coming weeks.

VentureSouq focuses on support-
ing high-growth technology found-
ers in the WANA region across Fin-
Tech and Climate. Builders VC, part 
of the Qatar Investment Authority’s 
Fund of Funds programme, invests 
from Qatar in founders using tech-
nology to modernise essential in-
dustries including healthcare, agri-
culture, industrials, and real estate.

Draft  law to overhaul private  schools regulation approved
From Page 1 

Separately, the Cabinet praised the Ministry of 
Endowments and Islamic Affairs’ 2025-2030 
strategy, launched on Tuesday by the prime 
minister. The strategy aims to consolidate 
the message of Islam in thought, worship and 
behaviour, and to help build modern, cohesive and 
sustainable societies.
Ministers also approved a draft memorandum of 

understanding on legal co-operation between Qatar’s 
Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Justice of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.
At the conclusion of the meeting, the Cabinet 
reviewed the 2025 annual report of the Permanent 
Committee for Search, Rescue and Humanitarian Aid 
in the aff ected areas in sisterly and friendly countries, 
along with a report on Qatar’s participation in the 
COP30 United Nations climate conference, scheduled 
to take place in Brazil in November 2025.

Qatar Airways resumes operations to Abu Dhabi

Qatar Airways announced 
the resumption of operat-
ing fl ights to Abu Dhabi, 

United Arab Emirates, with 
double-daily passenger fl ights, 
as part of restoring its network 
across West Asia.

The airline said in a statement 
yesterday, that the reintroduction 
of Abu Dhabi services, now in op-
eration, expands Qatar Airways’ 
operations in the UAE to three 
destinations, alongside Dubai 
(DXB) and Sharjah (SHJ).

The service follows Qatar 
Airways’ recent regional an-
nouncement of fl ights to Bagh-

dad (BGW), Basra (BSR), and Erbil 
(EBL) in Iraq.

Qatar Airways has also re-
sumed daily services to Bahrain 
(BAH), Damascus (DAM), and 
Kozhikode (CCJ), off ering pas-

sengers greater fl exibility and 
enhanced connectivity across the 
region and beyond.

Building on this momentum, 
Qatar Airways is steadily advanc-
ing the phased restoration of its 
global network across six conti-
nents, as it advised passengers to 
regularly check its offi  cial website 
or app, and ensure their contact 
details are correct, and updated.

The airline stressed that the 
fl ight schedules are subject to 
change or cancellation due to 
operational, regulatory, safety, or 
other circumstances beyond its 
control. (QNA)
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UN rights chief calls 
on Israel to abolish  
military tribunal
The United Nations rights chief 
yesterday called on Israel to 
repeal a newly established special 
military tribunal. According 
to Israeli media, around 400 
suspects are expected to stand 
trial before the court.
“This law must be overturned,” 
Volker Turk, the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, 
said in a statement. “This law will 
inevitably institutionalise one-sided 
justice and discrimination against 
Palestinians, which cannot be in 
anyone’s interest and runs counter 
to international human rights law,” 
he said. (AFP)

10,000 homes 
hit in Lebanon 
since Israel truce
More than 10,000 homes have 
been damaged or destroyed 
in Lebanon since a ceasefire 
in the war between Israel and 
Hezbollah, the head of the 
country’s National Council 
for Scientific Research said 
yesterday. “Since the current 
ceasefire... we have witnessed 
5,386 housing units that were 
completely destroyed, and 
5,246 housing units damaged,” 
CRNS chief Chadi Abdallah told 
through a news conference. 
Israel has kept up heavy 
airstrikes despite the April 17 
ceasefire, and Israeli soldiers 
are operating inside an Israeli-
declared “yellow line”. (AFP)

Tehran demands 
release of Iranians 
detained in Kuwait
Iran’s Foreign Minister  Abbas  
Araqchi said  yesterday that 
Kuwait  had ‘unlawfully’  attacked 
an Iranian boat and detained 
four Iranian citizens in  the Gulf, 
adding that Tehran  demands their 
release and reserves  the right to 
respond.
On Tuesday, Kuwait said it had 
 arrested four  people affiliated 
with Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
who attempted to infiltrate the 
Gulf state by sea. (Reuters)

Stage set for Lebanon-Israel talks
AFP
Beirut

Lebanon’s Simon Karam and 
Israel’s Yechiel Leiter, both 
political veterans with en-

trenched views, will come face to 
face in Washington for talks today  
after decades in a state of war.

Lebanon and Israel have no 
formal ties, but US President 
Donald Trump is hoping for a 
historic breakthrough even as 
Israeli forces remain deployed 
in south Lebanon to fight Iran-
backed Hezbollah.

While Lebanon is seeking to 
consolidate a ceasefi re in the latest 
war and to obtain the withdrawal 
of Israeli troops, Israel wants to 
ensure Hezbollah is disarmed.

The envoys leading their coun-
tries’ third round of negotiations 
can pave the way for the much 
sought after peace deal. 

Simon Karam, a lawyer known 
for his decades in politics and 
fi erce defence of Lebanon’s sov-
ereignty, was appointed by Presi-
dent Joseph Aoun last month for 
the thorny task of helming the di-
rect talks with Israel.

Beirut insists Israel must end 
its attacks before starting nego-
tiations, while Hezbollah rejects 
outright any direct engagement 
between the two countries.

A former ambassador to 
Washington and independent 
politician, 76-year-old Karam is 
known for his defence of Leba-
nese unity in a country riven by 
sectarian divisions. He is also 
known for his support for ex-
tending state sovereignty across 
all of Lebanon, where Hezbollah 
has long kept a huge arsenal and 
thrown the country into war af-
ter war.

Late last year, Karam was ap-
pointed as Lebanon’s civilian 
representative to a committee 
comprising Lebanon, Israel, the 
US, France and UN peacekeepers 
that was tasked with monitoring a 
2024 ceasefi re.

Karam is known for his calm 
demeanour and makes few me-
dia appearances, but those who 
know him say he has remained 

uncompromising in his convic-
tions on a sovereign, stable Leb-
anon.

During his participation in two 
previous ceasefi re monitoring 
committee meetings, Karam “was 
a decisive and rational negotiator”, 
a source familiar with the talks 
told AFP on condition of anonym-
ity.

“He was particularly insistent 
on the demand that southern resi-
dents return to their towns, and 
spoke at length about the emo-
tional ties linking villagers to their 
lands,” the source added.

Political analyst Ali al-Amin, 
who has known Karam for dec-
ades, praised his upstanding char-
acter.

“He doesn’t make deals under 
the table,” Amin said, noting Ka-
ram had not sought high offi  ce de-
spite his connections.

Karam entered public life in 
1990, fi rst being appointed gover-
nor of east Lebanon’s Bekaa region 
and then Beirut.

He was named ambassador to 
Washington in 1992 but stepped 
down the following year, in a move 
observers said was linked to his 
diverging views from authorities 
who at the time were under the 
infl uence of Syria, whose occupa-
tion Karam opposed.

Karam, who is fl uent in Arabic, 
French and English, hails from 

south Lebanon’s Jezzine district 
and is married with three children.

Israel’s ambassador to the US, 
Yechiel Leiter, is a longtime ally of 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu. Well versed in Israeli settler 
politics, conservative activism 
and hard-edged diplomacy, Leit-
er, 67, took up his post as Israel’s 
top envoy to Washington in Janu-
ary 2025.

Born in the US, he emigrated to 
Israel at 18 and went on to build 
close ties with the US Republican 
Party. According to Israeli me-
dia reports, he served as a com-
bat medic in the military in 1982, 

when Israel invaded Lebanon.
Leiter, who is also a historian 

and ordained rabbi, fi rst gained 
prominence in the 1990s as a 
leading fi gure in the Yesha Coun-
cil, the umbrella organisation rep-
resenting Israeli settlers in the oc-
cupied West Bank.

During some of the most divi-
sive years of the Israeli-Palestin-
ian peace process, Leiter became 
a forceful advocate for the settle-
ment movement and a prominent 
nationalist. His infl uence later ex-
tended into government.

Leiter served as chief of staff  to 
Netanyahu when the latter served 

as fi nance minister in the early 
2000s, helping cement a long-
standing political alliance.

A member of Netanyahu’s 
Likud party, he also worked as a 
strategist and adviser to several 
right-wing Israeli think tanks.

The war in Gaza struck him 
personally. In November 2023, his 
son, Moshe Leiter, was killed in 
combat in the Gaza Strip, a month 
after Hamas’s storming of Is-
rael. Leiter was also an outspoken 
critic of President Joe Biden, be-
fore Trump returned to the White 
House.

In a 2024 interview with Israel’s 
Channel Tov, he denounced what 
he described as “American pres-
sure” on Israel under Biden during 
the war in Gaza.

After being appointed ambas-
sador, Leiter renounced his US 
citizenship. In May 2025, he was 
called back to Israel for a dis-
ciplinary hearing after accus-
ing Netanyahu’s opponents of 
spreading “blood libels” against 
the prime minister — breaching 
norms against Israeli diplomats 
making political statements.

Leiter has positioned himself as 
an advocate for a broader regional 
realignment, and following talks 
in Washington with his Lebanese 
counterpart in April, he praised 
what he called a “wonderful ex-
change”.

Lebanese President Joseph Aoun with veteran diplomat Simon Karam 
at the Baabda Presidential Palace earlier this month. (AFP) 

Israel’s ambassador to the US Yechiel Leiter speaking to the media. 
(AFP/File Photo)

Israeli strikes on highway south of Beirut kill eight

Israeli’s latest strikes targeting 
cars on a highway south of 
Beirut yesterday killed eight 
people, including two children, 
Lebanon’s health ministry said.
The ministry said there were 
three strikes on the coastal 
highway leading south out 
of Beirut, all around 20 to 30 
kilometres (12-19 miles) from 
the Lebanese capital, which 
“resulted in eight martyrs, 
including two children”.
An AFP photographer saw a 
burnt-out car in the middle of 
the road and rescuers carrying 

a body at one of the sites, near 
Jiyeh. On Saturday, similar 
strikes targeted two other cars 
in the same area.
Lebanon’s National News 
Agency reported several strikes 
on villages and cars in the 
Tyre region.  
An AFP correspondent saw thick 
smoke from Burj al-Shemali in 
the same province.
Israel has kept up its airstrikes 
against the Iran-backed militant 
group Hezbollah despite a truce 
in place since April 17 aimed at 
halting the fighting. (AFP)

Saudi warplanes struck militias in Iraq during war, sources say
Reuters
Riyadh/Baghdad/Washington

Saudi fi ghter jets bombed 
targets linked to power-
ful Tehran-backed mili-

tias in Iraq during the Iran war, 
while retaliatory strikes were also 
launched from Kuwait into Iraq, 
multiple sources familiar  with the 
matter said. The strikes are part 
of a broader pattern of military 
responses around the Gulf that 
remained largely hidden during a 
confl ict that has drawn  in the wid-
er Middle East since joint Israeli-
US strikes on Iran on February 28. 
Those attacks triggered Iranian 
strikes  on Gulf states and Israel 
that have rattled the global econo-
my  and shut the Strait of Hormuz, 
through which a fi fth  of global oil 
and liquefi ed natural gas fl ows.

The sources for the strikes from 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait include 
three Iraqi security and military 
offi  cials, a Western offi  cial, and 
two people briefed on the matter, 
one of them in the US.

The Saudi strikes were carried 
out by Saudi air force fi ghter jets on 
Iran-linked militia targets near the 

kingdom’s northern border with 
Iraq, one Western offi  cial and the 
person briefed on the matter said. 
The Western offi  cial said some 
strikes took place around the time 
of the April 7 US-Iran ceasefi re.

They targeted sites from which 
drone and missile attacks were 
launched at Saudi Arabia and other 
Gulf states, the sources said.

Citing military assessments, the 
Iraqi sources said rocket attacks 
were launched on at least two oc-
casions from Kuwaiti territory on 
Iraq. One set of strikes hit  mili-
tia positions in southern Iraq in 
April, killing several fi ghters and 
destroying a facility used by Iran-
backed militia Kataib Hezbollah 
for communications and drone 
operations, they said.

Reuters could not determine 
whether the rockets from Kuwait 
were fi red by the Kuwaiti armed 
forces or the US military, which 
has a large presence there.  The US 
military declined to comment. The 
Kuwaiti information ministry and 
the Iraqi government  did not im-
mediately respond to requests for 
comment.

A Saudi foreign ministry of-
fi cial said Saudi Arabia sought 

de-escalation, self-restraint and 
the “reduction of tensions in pur-
suit of the stability, security and 
prosperity of the region,” but did 
not address the issue of strikes 
on Iraq. A spokesperson for Iraq’s 
Kataib Hezbollah also did not im-
mediately respond to a request for 
comment. On Tuesday, Reuters re-
ported that Saudi Arabia launched 
strikes directly on Iran during the 
war in retaliation for attacks on the 
kingdom, the fi rst time Riyadh is 

known to have hit Iranian soil. The 
UAE also carried out similar strikes 
on Iran, three people familiar with 
the matter said.

But hundreds of the drones that 
targeted the Gulf emanated from 
Iraq, all the sources said.

Militia-linked Telegram chan-
nels repeatedly posted statements 
during the war claiming attacks 
on targets in Gulf states, including 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. Reuters 
could not independently confi rm 

their authenticity.
Sustained attacks from a sec-

ond front in Iraq prompted Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait to lose patience 
with the militias, which collec-
tively  command tens of thousands 
of fi ghters and arsenals including 
 missiles and drones. Kuwait sum-
moned Iraq’s representative in the 
country three times during the war 
to protest cross-border attacks, 
as well as the storming of the Ku-
waiti consulate in the city of Basra 
on April 7. Saudi Arabia also sum-
moned Iraq’s ambassador on April 
12 to protest attacks.

Gulf Arab relations with Iraq 
have long been defi ned by sus-
picion. Ties were severely dam-
aged in 1990 when Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein’s forces invaded 
Kuwait and fi red Scud missiles at 
Saudi Arabia, and they remained 
strained for decades.

The 2003 US-led invasion of 
Iraq deepened Gulf concerns by 
empowering Shi’ite political fac-
tions and armed groups closely 
tied to Tehran, turning Iraq into a 
key node in Iran’s regional network 
of proxies.

Gulf states have repeatedly ac-
cused Baghdad of failing to rein in 

those groups, which operate with 
signifi cant autonomy and have  
launched attacks across borders.

A China-brokered détente be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia in 
2023 had off ered hope for broader 
regional stabilisation. But the out-
break of war has severely tested 
those gains, drawing Gulf states 
into a confl ict they had sought to 
avoid and exposing the limits of 
diplomatic progress made in re-
cent years.

In March, Saudi Arabia and Ku-
wait had warned Baghdad via dip-
lomatic channels to curb rocket 
and drone attacks by pro-Iranian 
groups against Gulf states, accord-
ing to two Iraqi security offi  cials 
and a government security adviser.

Iraqi forces say they intercepted 
some attempted attacks, includ-
ing the seizure of a rocket launcher 
west of Basra intended to strike 
Saudi energy facilities.

But Iran-backed militias con-
tinue to fl y surveillance drones 
along Iraq’s borders with Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia, conducting re-
connaissance and feeding intel-
ligence to Iran, according to four 
Iraqi security sources and a person 
 briefed on the matter.

A satellite view of smoke billowing at a Saudi Aramco oil facility after a 
reported attack in Abqaiq, Saudi Arabia in April. (Reuters)

Gaza board envoy says ceasefi re 

holding but ‘far from perfect’
AFP
Jerusalem

The high representative for 
Gaza in US President Don-
ald Trump’s Board of Peace 

yesterday said the fragile ceasefi re 
in the Palestinian territory was 
holding despite daily violations.

“We have a ceasefi re. It is hold-
ing... It is far from perfect. There 
are violations every day, and 
some of them are very serious,” 
said Nickolay Mladenov during 
a meeting with the Foreign Press 
Association in Jerusalem.

The ceasefi re offi  cially came 
into force on October 10.

Gaza remains gripped by vio-
lence, as Israeli strikes continue 
and both sides trade blame over 
ceasefi re violations.

The fi rst phase of the truce saw 
the release of the last hostages 
seized in October 2023, in ex-

change for Palestinians detained 
by Israel.

The transition to the second 
phase — involving Hamas’s dis-
armament and a gradual with-
drawal of the Israeli army, which 
still controls more than 50% of 
the Gaza Strip — has been stalled 
for weeks, while international at-
tention has been focused on Iran 
and the Strait of Hormuz.

Mladenov urged Hamas yester-
day to relinquish power over the 
parts of the Gaza Strip it controls 
and lay down its weapons.

“We are asking the political 
leadership of those who govern 
Gaza now to step aside. This is 
required by the Security Council 
resolution in the 20-point plan,” 
said the envoy, referring to the 
peace plan for the territory spon-
sored by the US president.

“We are not asking Hamas to 
disappear as a political move-
ment. A political party that disa-

vows armed activity can compete 
in national Palestinian elections,” 
he said.

“What is not negotiable, how-
ever, is that armed factions or mi-
litias... can exist alongside a tran-
sitional Palestinian authority,” he 
continued.

For those who refuse disarma-
ment, the plan off ers the option of 
“safe passage to third countries”, 
he added.

Mladenov meanwhile pointed 
to the scale of destruction in the 
Palestinian territory, noting that 
it would take a long time to re-
build.

“If we look at the tens of mil-
lions of tons of rubble that needs 
to be removed, at the number of 
people, over a million people, 
who need some sort of perma-
nent shelter and basic water and 
sanitation — this is, by any scale, 
a generation of work for Gaza,” 
said Mladenov.

50% cuts to 
emergency aid 
in Syria: UN 

The UN said yesterday it 
was cutting emergency 
food assistance to Syria by 

50 % and halting a bread subsidy 
programme that had supported 
millions because of funding 
shortfalls. The World Food Pro-
gramme, the UN’s Rome-based 
food aid agency, said in a state-
ment it was reducing the number 
of people covered by emergency 
aid from 1.3 mn to 650,000.

The agency said Syria has 
stabilised since the end of the 
civil war but there are still 7.2 mn 
people suff ering acute food inse-
curity. As part of its operations, 
WFP said it had supported more 
than 300 bakeries wirth fortifi ed 
wheat fl our. “The bread subsidy 
programme has been a vital life-
line, keeping this staple food af-
fordable,” the organisation said.

“The reduction in WFP’s as-
sistance is driven solely by fund-
ing constraints, not by a decrease 
in needs,” said Marianne Ward, 
WFP director in Syria. (AFP)

Teen killed in occupied 
West Bank by Israeli fi re

Palestinian health offi  cials 
said a teenager was killed 
by Israeli fi re in a village 

in the West Bank yesterday, the 
latest in a series of violent inci-
dents shaking the Israeli-occu-
pied territory.

The health ministry in Ram-
allah identifi ed the victim as 
16-year-old Yusef Ali Kaabnah, 
saying he was “killed by occu-
pation bullets” near the town of 
Jiljilya, north of Ramallah.

The Palestinian Red Cres-
cent said he had been shot in the 
chest during a raid by Israeli set-
tlers who were accompanied by 
Israeli troops.

Four others were injured in the 
incident, it added.

The Israeli military told AFP 
that security forces were dis-
patched to the area “following 
reports of several Israeli civilians 
who entered Jiljilya after live-
stock had been stolen from an 
illegal outpost”.

Troops “operated to pre-
vent confrontation in the area 
and extract the livestock” and 
“escort all Israeli civilians out”, 
and as they were leaving, “a 
violent riot developed, which 
included stone-throwing,” the 
military said.

“The soldiers responded with 
riot dispersal means and live 
fi re toward the primary instiga-
tors,” it added.

It has been widely reported 
that violence has increased in 
the West Bank since the start of 
the war in Gaza.

According to an AFP tally 
based on Palestinian health 
ministry fi gures, Israeli troops or 
settlers have killed at least 1,071 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
since the war began.

Offi  cial Israeli fi gures show at 
least 46 Israelis have been killed 
in Palestinian attacks or during 
Israeli military operations in the 
same period.  (AFP)
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Sheinbaum rejects allegations of CIA assassination outside Mexico City
AFP
Mexico City

Mexican President Clau-
dia Sheinbaum yesterday 
fi ercely rejected accusa-

tions from a CNN investigation 
alleging CIA operatives carried out 
a “targeted assassination” outside 
Mexico City in March.

Sheinbaum slammed the story 
as “false” and “truly sensational-
ist.” Mexico’s top security offi  cial 
and the CIA also dismissed the ar-
ticle as a fabrication.

“Imagine how big the lie is if the 
CIA itself needs to come out and 
dismiss” the story, the left-leaning 
leader said at her daily press con-

ference. The investigation pub-
lished Tuesday cited “multiple 
sources” who said the fi ery March 
28 explosion of a car carrying a 
mid-level operative with the Si-
naloa Cartel on a highway outside 
Mexico City was a car bomb plant-
ed in a secretive CIA operation.

Both the operative, Francisco 
Beltran, known as “El Payin,” and 
his driver died.

The offi  cial CIA spokesperson, 
Liz Lyons, dismissed the investi-
gation as “false and salacious.” The 
story “serves as nothing more than 
a PR campaign for the cartels and 
puts American lives at risk,” she 
wrote on X.

Mexican Security Secretary 
Omar Garcia Harfuch rejected the 

story on X, saying “any version 
that seeks to normalise, justify, or 
suggest the existence of lethal, un-
dercover, or unilateral operations 
of foreign agencies on national ter-
ritory.”

CNN cited the Mexico State at-
torney general as saying the car 
contained a hidden “explosive de-
vice.” But the prosecutor’s offi  ce 
denied the accusations on Tues-
day, saying in a post on X that the 
cause of death for the two men re-
mains unknown.

The allegations come a month 
after the death of two CIA op-
eratives as they returned from an 
anti-narcotics operation in the 
mountainous border state of Chi-
huahua, unleashing scandal in 

Mexico and diplomatic tension 
with the Trump administration.

Sheinbaum said the federal gov-
ernment wasn’t informed of the 
operatives’ activity.

The scandal led to the resigna-
tion of Chihuahua state’s attor-
ney general, and the federal gov-
ernment said it is investigating 
whether national security laws 
were violated.

The Trump administration has 
placed increasing pressure on 
Sheinbaum to crack down on or-
ganized crime gangs.

She has rejected explicit US ac-
tions to target criminal leaders 
while opting to use US intelligence 
and leaving security tasks to Mexi-
can military and police forces.

Mexico’s President Claudia Sheinbaum speaks during her daily press 
conference at the Palacio Nacional in Mexico City. (AFP/File Photo)

No need for China’s 
help on Iran: Trump
Reuters
Washington/Dubai

US President Donald Trump 
has said he does not 
expect to need China’s 

help to end the war in Iran  and 
ease Tehran’s fi rm grip over the 
Strait of Hormuz, in remarks 
made before he arrived in Beijing 
yesterday for a summit with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping.

The war is expected  to feature 
in talks between Trump and Xi 
over the  next two days, but Trump 
downplayed Beijing’s potential 
role in ending the confl ict, which 
has choked off  traffi  c through a 
key waterway that typically car-
ries about one-fi fth of the world’s 
oil supply.

“I don’t think we need any help 
with Iran. We’ll win it one way 
or the other, peacefully or other-
wise,” he told reporters in Wash-
ington before departing for Chi-
na. Iran has appeared to fi rm up 
its control over the Strait of Hor-
muz in recent days, cutting deals 
with Iraq and Pakistan to ship oil 
and liquefi ed natural gas from the 
region, according to sources with 
knowledge of the matter.

Iranian offi  cials have signalled 
they see that control as a long-
term strategic goal. An army 
spokesperson said supervision of 
the waterway could generate rev-
enue amounting to twice Iran’s oil 
income, while strengthening its 
foreign  policy leverage.

“After this war ends, there 
will be no place for retreat,” the 
spokesperson said, according to 
comments carried by ISNA news 
agency.

More than one month after a 
tenuous ceasefi re took eff ect, US 
and Iranian demands to end the 
war remain far apart. Washing-
ton has called for Tehran to scrap 
its nuclear  programme and lift 
its hold on the strait, while Iran 
has demanded compensation 

for war damage, an end to the 
US blockade and a halt to fi ght-
ing on all fronts, including in  
Lebanon, where Israel is battling 
Iran-backed Hezbollah. Trump 
has dismissed those positions as 
“garbage.”

The Trump administration said 
on Tuesday that senior US and 
Chinese offi  cials had agreed last 
month that no country should 
be able to charge tolls on traffi  c 
through the region, in an eff ort 
to project consensus on the issue 
ahead of the summit.

China, a major buyer of Iranian 
oil that maintains close ties with 
Tehran, did not dispute that ac-
count.

On Wednesday, a Chinese su-
pertanker carrying 2 mn barrels 
of Iraqi crude sailed through the 
Strait of Hormuz, ship-tracking 
data showed, marking the third 
known passage by a Chinese oil 
tanker through the channel since 
the US and Israel launched strikes 
on Iran on February 28.

Other countries are exploring 

shipping arrangements similar to 
Tehran’s deals with Iraq and Pa-
kistan, sources said, potentially 
entrenching Tehran’s control of 
the waterway through which fer-
tilisers, petrochemicals and other 
bulk commodities vital to  global 
supply chains normally fl ow.

As the  costs of the confl ict 
mount, Trump said Americans’ 
fi nancial struggles were not a fac-
tor in his decision-making on the 
war. Data released on Tuesday 
showed that US consumer infl a-
tion accelerated in April, with the 
annual rate posting its largest gain 
in three years as food, rent and 
airfares rose.

Asked to what extent the 
economic strain on Americans 
was motivating him to strike a 
deal, Trump replied: “Not even a 
little bit.”

“I don’t think about Ameri-
cans’ fi nancial situation...,” 
Trump said before leaving for 
China. “I think about one thing: 
We cannot let Iran have a nuclear 
weapon.”

The remarks are likely to draw 
scrutiny as cost-of-living con-
cerns remain a top issue for vot-
ers ahead of November’s midterm 
elections.

The confl ict is weighing heavily 
on global energy markets. Glo-
bal oil supply will fall by around 
3.9 mn barrels per day across 
2026  and undershoot demand 
due to disruptions caused by the 
Iran war, the International En-
ergy Agency said on Wednesday, 
with more than 1 bn barrels of 
Middle East supply already lost. 
Brent crude futureswere steady 
at around $108 per barrel, after a 
three-day rally driven by the Hor-
muz deadlock. 

Surveys show the war is un-
popular with US voters less than 
six months before nationwide 
elections. Two out of three Amer-
icans, including one in three Re-
publicans and almost all Demo-
crats, think Trump has not clearly 
explained why the country has 
gone to war, according to a Reu-
ters/Ipsos poll.

President Donald Trump gestures prior to boarding Air Force One for his 3-day state visit to China. (AFP)

UN urges independent 
probes into deadly 
Nigeria, Chad airstrikes

The UN rights chief yester-
day demanded independ-
ent investigations into re-

ports that separate airstrikes by 
the Nigerian and Chadian armies 
in northern Nigeria killed dozens 
of civilians.

The Nigerian military and the 
“bandit” gangs it is fi ghting killed 
around 100 civilians on Sunday in 
one of the bloodiest single days 
of the country’s confl ict against 
armed groups, sources across the 
country told AFP.

Amnesty International’s Ni-
geria chapter said that Nigerian 
military airstrikes on a crowded 
market in the northwestern Zam-
fara state, reportedly controlled 
by criminal gangs, had killed “at 
least 100 civilians”.

A resident of a nearby village 
put the toll at 117.

“I am shocked by reports that 
Nigerian army airstrikes on a 
market in... Zamfara state killed 
at least 100 civilians on 10 May 
and injured many more,” UN high 
commissioner for human rights 
Volker Turk said in a statement.

The Nigerian military said it 
targeted a “confi rmed terrorist 
structure, occupied exclusively 
by armed non-state actors who 
posed a direct... threat to civilian 
lives”.

It disputed the civilian tolls 
being cited by the media as “un-
verifi ed”, adding “any incidents 

of civilian casualties will be com-
municated to the public appropri-
ately”.

“No credible, substantiated 
evidence of civilian casualties has 
been established through any of-
fi cial assessment or independent 
verifi cation,” the military said in a 
statement dated Tuesday but re-
leased yesterday.

Volker also said he was 
“alarmed and saddened” by the 
reports of high civilian casualties 
in attacks since Friday by Chadian 
fi ghter jets against Boko Haram 
camps on remote islands in the 
vast marshland shared by Nigeria, 
Cameroon, Niger and Chad.

The bombardment has report-
edly killed dozens of Nigerian 
fi shermen working on islands un-
der Boko Haram control, where 
civilians are forced to pay taxes to 
the militant group.

“It is crucial that both Nigerian 
and Chadian authorities conduct 
prompt, thorough, independ-
ent and impartial investigations 
into these disturbing incidents,” 
Turk said. The authorities in the 
two countries must also “ensure 
that those responsible for any 
violations are held to account, in 
accordance with international 
standards”, he insisted.

The UN rights chief said he “ur-
gently (called) on both militaries 
to take all feasible precautions to 
avoid harm to civilians”. (AFP)

Nigerian soldiers walk past military tanks. (Reuters/File Photo)

Chilean town living with world’s most polluting dump

AFP
Tiltil, Chile

From afar, Chile’s Tiltil 
landfi ll almost resembles 
just another mountain, but 

the growing rubbish pile has cre-
ated a daily nightmare of odors, 
fl ies and health concerns for resi-
dents nearby.

The site, located around 35 
miles (60 kilometers) north of 
Santiago, is the world’s larg-
est source of human-generated 
methane emissions, according to 
the UN.

About 60 % of the Chilean 
capital’s waste this century — 
around 18,000 tons per day — has 
ended up in Tiltil.

As hungry birds of prey cir-
cle above, hundreds of garbage 
trucks trundle through the town 
below, leaving trails of rubbish in 
their wake.

The decomposing waste gen-
erates methane, which scientists 
say is responsible for at least a 
quarter of global warming.

In April, the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP) placed the 
landfi ll at the top of a list of 50 
human-made sites that emit the 
most methane in the world.

Thirty-fi ve space satellites 
helped to detect that it gener-
ates some 100,000 metric tons of 
methane annually.

Methane gas may be imper-
ceptible, but the garbage that 
produces it is not — Tiltil’s 17,000 

inhabitants have grown increas-
ingly concerned about the health 
impact of such drastic pollution.

The smell is “like excrement,” 
said 68-year-old Patricio Ve-
lasquez, who shuts himself inside 
every summer due to the odor 
emanating from the dump.

The retired teacher lives less 
than two miles (around three kil-
ometers) away from the 120-hec-
tare landfi ll, which is roughly the 
size of 100 soccer fi elds.

“We’re in the countryside. We 
should be breathing fresh air,” 
Velasquez said.

“In the summer we used to 
take the table outside for lunch, 
but it got to a point where we 
couldn’t eat because we had fl ies 
in our mouths and on our plates.”

Methane is not considered 
toxic, but experts warn of the 
risks that emissions and air pol-
lution pose to people in the sur-
rounding area.

High concentrations of meth-
ane can cause “episodes of suf-
focation or headaches,” Yuri 
Carvajal, president of the en-
vironmental department at the 
Medical College of Chile, told 
AFP. “It’s not that easy” to meas-
ure the eff ects on the population, 
said Carvajal, who recommended 
keeping people away from such 
sites.

The company KDM has been 
operating the landfi ll for 20 years.

A further 50 industrial sites are 
located in the area, including ce-
ment factories, animal farms and 

mining storage sites.
“There are numerous facilities 

that generate environmental im-
pacts in a vulnerable area,” Caro-
line Stamm, an associate profes-
sor at the Institute of Urban and 
Territorial Studies at the Catholic 
University of Santiago, told AFP.

“It’s a case of environmental 
injustice,” she said.

Tiltil authorities concede that 
they have little wiggle room.

“As a municipality, we do not 
have the legal authority to ar-
bitrarily prohibit the establish-
ment of new businesses, since in 
Chile there is freedom to engage 
in economic activities,” councilor 
Nelda Gil told AFP.

AFP contacted KDM and the 
Chilean government for com-
ment but did not receive a re-
sponse from either.

“Cities don’t have a proper 
waste separation system. Organic 
trash should be separated and 
shouldn’t end up in a place like 
this,” said Carvajal.

Chile generates an average of 
1.1 kilograms of garbage per per-
son per day and recycles just 0.8 
%, according to the environment 
ministry. This fi gure is lower than 
the regional average of four %, 
according to offi  cial fi gures.

Painter and Tiltil resident 
Raquel Carcamo has watched her 
town become “Santiago’s gar-
bage dump” over the years.

“They don’t see us as a town. 
To them we’re just another gar-
bage can,” she said.

This aerial view shows heavy machinery removing waste at the Los 
Colorados landfill in Tiltil. (AFP)

200 illegal gold 
mining firms 
uncovered in 
Cameroon

Nearly 200 illegal artisanal 
gold mining companies, 
most of them foreign-

owned, have been uncovered in 
central and eastern Cameroon, 
the mines ministry said yester-
day. An investigation into the gold 
sector was launched in January 
after a large gap emerged between 
Cameroon’s offi  cial gold exports 
and the much higher import fi g-
ures reported by other countries, 
particularly the UAE.

“About 200 illegal companies 
have been identifi ed in the east 
and Adamawa regions, more than 
95 % of them foreign fi rms,” the 
ministry said in a statement, add-
ing, many of the companies are run 
by Chinese nationals. 

A 2023 report published last 
December by the Extractive In-
dustries Transparency Initiative 
(EITI) showed major discrepan-
cies in offi  cial fi gures. Cameroon 
reported producing 953 kilograms 
of gold that year, with just 22.3kg 
offi  cially exported. But importing 
countries reported receiving 15.2 
tonnes (15,200kg) — nearly 680 
times more.

“This suggests a large share of 
gold, especially artisanal mining, 
bypasses offi  cial channels and is 
diverted into informal networks 
or smuggled,” said researcher 
Aicha Pemboura in a March re-
port on organised crime in central 
Africa. (AFP)

Four Colombian 
soldiers killed 
in minefield

Four soldiers were killed in 
rural Colombia yesterday 
after stepping on a minefi eld 

laid by guerrillas who until re-
cently had been negotiating peace 
with the government. The South 
American nation is experiencing 
its worst violence in a decade just 
weeks before the start of presi-
dential elections on May 31.

Three more soldiers were 
wounded in the minefi eld in south-
eastern Guaviare department, 
which was attributed to a dissident 
faction of the defunct Revolution-
ary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC). Led by man whose alias 
is Calarca, the faction known as 
“EMBF” had refused a 2016 peace 
accord in which FARC agreed to lay 
down arms. Left-wing President 
Gustavo Petro halted peace nego-
tiations with the EMBF in April.

A Colombian army statement 
said the explosives detonated ear-
ly Wednesday morning following 
an off ensive operation against the 
guerrillas. An army spokesperson 
told AFP that the anti-personnel 
mines had been planted in the ru-
ral San Jose del Guaviare region.

It hosts vast coca leaf planta-
tions and is also considered the 
cradle of the fi rst dissident guer-
rillas to break ranks with FARC a 
decade ago. Last year, anti-per-
sonnel landmines in Colombia 
killed or injured 198 people, 75 of 
whom were civilians, according 
to the International Committee of 
the Red Cross. (AFP)
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Trump, team accorded warm 
reception, Xi meeting today
AFP
Beijing

President Donald Trump 
landed in Beijing yesterday 
for a high-stakes summit 

with Chinese leader Xi Jinping 
aimed at easing deep tensions be-
tween the rival superpowers.

Giving a fi st pump, Trump de-
scended the steps of Air Force 
One after touching down at Bei-
jing Capital International Airport, 
kicking off  the fi rst visit to China 
by a US president in nearly a dec-
ade.

Right behind him were Tesla 
boss Elon Musk and Nvidia chief 
Jensen Huang — potent symbols 
of the business deals that Trump 
hopes to sign between the world’s 
biggest economies.

Trump was greeted with a bunch 
of fl owers and then walked along 
the red carpet, which was lined 
with 300 Chinese youth in white 
uniforms chanting “welcome” and 
waving small Chinese and US fl ags 
in unison.

While en route to Beijing, Trump 
said on social media he would “be 
asking President Xi, a Leader of 
extraordinary distinction, to ‘open 
up’ China so that these brilliant 
people can work their magic”.

Nvidia’s Huang was a surprise 
late addition to the trip, joining the 
plane at a stopover in Alaska. Chi-
na is currently banned under US 
national security rules from buy-
ing the cutting-edge AI chips that 
the company produces.

But Iran, trade and Taiwan loom 

over the highly anticipated meet-
ing, which Trump had already de-
layed from March because of the 
war the US and Israel started in the 
Middle East.

Visiting China for the fi rst time 
since 2017 during his previous 
term, Trump is expected to receive 
a lavish welcome from Chinese au-
thorities.

Trump and Xi will hold talks at 
10:00am (0200 GMT) today in 
Beijing’s opulent Great Hall of the 
People.

The US president will also visit 
the historic Temple of Heaven, a 
world heritage site where China’s 
emperors once prayed for good 
harvest.

The leaders will then enjoy a 
state banquet in the evening.

On Friday, they are set to have 

tea and a working lunch before 
Trump heads home.

As he departed the White 
House, Trump said he expected a 
“long talk” with Xi about the joint 
US-Israeli war with Iran, which 
sells most of its US-sanctioned oil 
to China.

But he also downplayed disa-
greements, telling reporters that “I 
don’t think we need any help with 
Iran” from China and that Xi had 
been “relatively good” on the topic.

The Chinese foreign ministry 
said Wednesday it “welcomes” 
Trump’s visit and that “China 
stands ready to work with the US... 
to expand cooperation and manage 
diff erences”.

Yet Beijing is growing impatient 
for peace, with Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi urging his Pakistani 

counterpart on Tuesday to step up 
mediation eff orts between Iran and 
the US.

The long-simmering trade war 
between the two countries will 
also be top of the agenda, after 
Trump’s sweeping tariff s last year 
triggered tit-for-tat levies that ex-
ceeded 100%.

Trump and Xi are set to discuss 
extending a one-year tariff  truce, 
which the two leaders reached 
during their last meeting in South 
Korea in October, although a deal is 
far from certain.

China’s controls on rare earth 
and agriculture exports are also 
expected to be on the menu.

The tense buildup to the summit 
was already visible on the streets 
of Beijing, with police monitoring 
major intersections and checking 
the ID cards of passengers on the 
metro, AFP journalists saw.

“It’s defi nitely a big deal,” said 
Wen Wen, a 24-year-old woman 
travelling from the eastern city of 
Nanjing, when asked by AFP about 
Trump’s visit.

Trump has repeatedly touted a 
strong personal relationship with 
Xi, which he insisted on Monday 
would prevent a Chinese invasion 
of Taiwan, the self-ruled democ-
racy claimed by Beijing.

While Trump said on Monday he 
would speak to Xi about US arms 
sales to Taiwan, the move marks a 
departure from historic US insist-
ence that it will not consult Beijing 
on its support to the island.

His trip will be closely scruti-
nised by Taiwan and Asian allies for 
any sign of weakening US support.

US President Donald Trump walks with Chinese Vice-President Han 
Zheng during an arrival ceremony at Beijing Capital International 
Airport, in Beijing, yesterday. (Reuters)

Financier sought in corruption 
scandal seeks Trump’s pardon

AFP
Washington

A fugitive fi nancier accused 
of involvement in a mas-
sive corruption scandal 

in Malaysia in which top offi  cials 
looted billions from state fund 
1MDB has sought a pardon from 
US President Donald Trump.

Businessman Low Taek Jho, 
better known as Jho Low, is for-
mally seeking a “pardon after 
completion of sentence,” ac-
cording to the US Department of 
Justice website.

Whistleblowers allege that 
Jho Low, a well-connected 
Malaysian fi nancier with no 
offi  cial role, helped set up the 
1MDB state investment fund 
and made key fi nancial deci-
sions before disappearing about 
a decade ago.

Low, who has been indicted in 
the US, has denied wrongdoing 
but remains at large.

Malaysia’s Trade Minister Jo-
hari Abdul Ghani, who chairs a 
task force seeking to recover as-
sets linked to 1MDB worldwide, 
said the plea should be rejected 
and Low returned for trial.

Granting a pardon to the busi-
nessman is “the right of the US, 
but personally I think (the) US 
should help to bring back Jho 
Low to Malaysia,” he told AFP 
via text message.

The 1MDB fund was launched 
by former prime minister Najib 
Razak in 2009, shortly after he 

became prime minister.
It is alleged that more than 

$4.5bn was diverted from 1MDB 
between 2009 and 2015 by fund 
offi  cials and associates, includ-
ing Low.

Najib, who has been convicted 
in multiple cases, has been jailed 
and fi ned $2.8bn for his role in 
the plunder.

Najib’s defence lawyers 
blamed Low and dubbed him the 
mastermind of the scheme.

Malaysia unsuccessful-
ly sought the return of Low 
through extradition, and it was 
widely speculated in media that 
he was hiding in China.

The scandal shook Malay-
sian politics, contributing to the 
2018 downfall of the ruling coa-
lition that had governed since 
independence in 1957, and led 
to the convictions of two former 
Goldman Sachs bankers.

Investigators said top offi  -
cials used their ill-gotten gains 
to splurge on assets worldwide, 
including a luxury yacht, high-
end real estate, Monet as well as 
Van Gogh paintings and even to 
fund the Hollywood blockbuster 
The Wolf of Wall Street.

Actor Leonardo DiCaprio tes-
tifi ed in court about Low’s wild 
spending sprees and lavish par-
ties.

The globe-spanning scan-
dal also ensnared Pras Michel, 
a rapper in rap trio the Fugees, 
who was found guilty of helping 
Low funnel money from 1MDB 
into US politics.

Starmer’s leadership woes overshadow parliament’s reopening

Reuters
London

Britain’s grand State Open-
ing of Parliament ceremony 
 does not normally feature 

an elephant. But yesterday, there  
was a large fi gurative  elephant in 
the room: an imminent leadership 
challenge that could  put Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer  out of a job 
before the  summer and consign 
his freshly minted plan for govern-
ment to the scrapheap. Starmer 
has weathered days of growing 
calls to quit after his Labour Party 
suff ered heavy losses in local and 
regional elections, and was look-
ing to a ceremonial address from 
King Charles as a way to reassert 
his authority and “get on with the 
job of changing our country for the 
better”.

But what had already promised  
to be a diffi  cult day — in which he 
would be forced to mingle in front 
of television cameras with oppo-
nents who have delighted in his 
woes —  took a turn for the worse 

at around 1000  GMT. The Times 
newspaper reported that Wes 
Streeting, Starmer’s health min-
ister  and arguably best-positioned 
rival to challenge his position, was 
poised to resign and fi re the start-
ing gun on a leadership contest.

When the news broke, King 
Charles, dressed in full ceremonial 
military dress and accompanied 
by his wife Queen Camilla, was 

still approaching parliament in his 
royal carriage.

Streeting’s team had no imme-
diate comment. Earlier they said 
he didn’t want to distract from the 
King’s Speech.

Minutes later, Starmer led a 
procession of lawmakers from one 
 chamber of parliament, the  House 
of Commons, to another, the 
House of Lords, part of the com-

plex, centuries-old ritual of reo-
pening the legislature that takes 
place roughly every year.

As the king’s representative 
knocked loudly on the heavy door, 
one lawmaker joked “Not now, 
Andy”, in reference to Andy Burn-
ham, another possible challenger, 
who is currently mayor of Greater 
Manchester and thus not entitled 
to take part in the ceremony.

Television footage showed the 
prime minister making stiff  small  
talk with Kemi Badenoch, leader of 
the main opposition Conservative 
Party who on Tuesday had posted 
on social media that Starmer would 
be lucky to survive two weeks in his 
job, let alone two years.

The lawmakers in his own party 
— almost a quarter of whom want 
him to quit — followed behind.

The king then read out a speech 
written by Starmer’s government, 
setting out their plans for the next 
12 months.

He closed  his speech with  the 
line: “I pray that the blessing of 
Almighty God may rest upon your 
counsels.”

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer speaks during a debate on the 
King’s Speech in parliament yesterday. (AFP)

Modi cuts size of his 
motorcade to save fuel
Reuters
New  Delhi

Indian  Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has “signifi cantly” 
cut the size of  his motor-

cade to save fuel,  a government 
source said yesterday, days af-
ter he urged citizens to tighten 
their belts amid a surge in en-
ergy prices triggered by the Iran 
war. Modi appealed to people on 
Sunday to adopt austerity meas-
ures, including avoiding un-
necessary foreign travel, using 
public transport, reducing gold 
purchases and cutting their use 
of cooking oil, as soaring global 
energy prices put pressure on 
the country’s foreign exchange 
reserves. Following the appeal,  
some critics on social media 
questioned the large motorcades 
of senior Indian politicians, 
Modi’s domestic fl ights and his 
upcoming Europe visit on his of-
fi cial aircraft. The  number of ve-
hicles in Modi’s motorcade  was 
reduced while ensuring essen-
tial security components, in line 
with  the protocol of the Special 
Protection Group that guards the 
prime minister, the source said, 
without specifying the motor-

cade’s actual size. Modi gets the 
highest level of personal security 
in the country and his motorcade 
was known to have about a dozen 
vehicles before the reduction. 
Modi scaled down motorcades 
for visits this week to his home 
state of Gujarat and the north-
eastern state of Assam, the 
source said, adding that the 
 prime minister had also asked  for 
electric vehicles to be included in 
his motorcade where feasible but 
without making any new pur-
chases.

The source declined to be 
named because he was not au-
thorised to speak to the media.

The Prime Minister’s Offi  ce 
did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

India, the world’s third-big-
gest oil importer and consumer, 
relies heavily on the Strait of 
Hormuz, closed by the US-Israe-
li war with  Iran, for supplies of 
crude, liquefi ed natural gas and 
cooking gas. Higher oil prices 
threaten to widen the country’s 
current account defi cit, hurt 
growth, and stoke infl ation while 
Washington and Tehran struggle 
to reach a deal to end hostilities, 
more than a month after a tenu-
ous ceasefi re paused fi ghting. 

Gunshots fi red in standoff  at Philippine Senate over ICC suspect

AFP
Manila

Multiple gunshots sent Philippine sena-
tors into hiding in their offi  ces late 
Wednesday, AFP journalists said, as a 

legislator wanted by the International Criminal 
Court has sought refuge in the building.

There were no casualties and the search for 
the gunmen was ongoing, Interior Secretary 
Juanito Victor Remulla told reporters, add-
ing that fugitive Senator Ronald Dela Rosa re-
mained inside the building.

AFP journalists in the Senate said they heard 
at least fi ve gunshots.

A television journalist was seen crying as she 
reported live from inside the building, while 
one senator, Robin Padilla, urged reporters to 
evacuate.

The dramatic scene unfolded as Dela Rosa — 
former president Rodrigo Duterte’s top enforcer 
during his bloody drug war — holed up in the 
Senate complex to dodge arrest and transfer to 
the Netherlands over alleged crimes against hu-
manity.

Remulla said Dela Rosa “is safe. He is with se-
curity personnel. He has been informed of our 
activities. We have assured him that there is no 
warrant of arrest to be served.”

President Ferdinand Marcos said government 
forces inside and around the Senate complex 
did not fi re their guns.

He said agents trying to arrest Dela Rosa had 
been instructed to stand down after the Su-
preme Court ordered the government earlier 
yesterday to explain its actions.

“The thing to do now is to tell all our people to 
calm down and we will get to the bottom of this. 
We will determine who is behind this trouble,” 
Marcos said in an address on state television.

Dela Rosa had earlier asked the Supreme 
Court to stop the authorities from arresting and 
handing him over to the ICC.

Dela Rosa, known as “Bato”, served as na-

tional police chief from 2016 to 2018 during the 
early phase of Duterte’s anti-drug campaign.

The crackdown left thousands dead, many of 
them drug users and low-level narcotics ped-
dlers, according to human rights monitors.

His boss Duterte was arrested in March last 
year, fl own to the Netherlands on the same day, 
and is detained in The Hague awaiting trial.

Dela Rosa had not been seen publicly since 
November before emerging on Monday to take 
part in an unexpected vote that helped Duterte 
loyalists capture control of the Senate.

Minutes before the gunfi re, Senator Vicente 
Sotto said in a statement that protesters threw 
water bottles at his car as he drove alone out of 
the Senate complex.

Earlier yesterday, Dela Rosa had appealed to 
the military to oppose attempts to detain him, 
urging former colleagues to resist any move by 
President Marcos’s government to hand him 
over to the ICC.

“My fellow men in uniform” should “express 
their sentiment” that the government “should 
not hand me over to foreigners”, he said.

Senate President Alan Peter Cayetano, who 
had stopped government agents from arresting 
his ally, said on his offi  cial Facebook page he did 
not know who had fi red the shots.

“We heard gunshots and we don’t know what 
is happening. Everyone’s locked in their rooms 
now. We cannot go out, we cannot secure our 
other staff ,” he added.

“Why are we under attack here?”
Melvin Matibag, director of the National Bu-

reau of Investigation (NBI) whose agents had 
attempted to arrest Dela Rosa at the Senate on 
Monday, denied that his offi  cers had fi red their 
guns.

“We were on a stand down,” he told ABS-
CBN network in an interview, adding there 
were no NBI agents inside the Senate when the 
shooting occurred.

Troops arrive after the exchange of gunshots inside the Senate of the Philippines in Pasay, Metro 
Manila yesterday. (AFP)

Indonesia to review visa waivers 
after foreign scammers’ arrests
Indonesia will review its visa-
free entry policy for nationals of 
southeast Asian countries after 
a string of arrests of foreigners 
accused of running illegal 
gambling and scam operations, 
a top immigration off icial said 
yesterday.
Authorities last week detained 
more than 500 people in two 
separate raids on an online 
gambling ring in the capital 
Jakarta and a scamming syndicate 
in Batam, in eastern Riau Islands 
province. 
Those arrested were nationals 
of Vietnam, Cambodia, Malaysia, 
Laos and Myanmar, which all enjoy 
30-day visa-free stays in Indonesia, 
as well as China, which is not 
included in the waiver scheme.
Indonesian immigration boss 

Hendarsam Marantoko said the 
illicit activities were cause for 
“serious concern”.
“Cases of foreigners involved in 
illegal activities, including those 
coming from countries granted 
visa-free entry facilities, give rise to 
(a need for) evaluation” of policies, 
he said in a statement.
Investigators have found that 
many of those allegedly involved 
in the illegal gambling centre in 
Jakarta had entered Indonesia 
using visa waivers or applied for 
permits on arrival.
In recent weeks, immigration 
authorities have carried out 
more than 6,700 “administrative 
actions” including more than 
2,000 deportations and 
cancellations of stay permits, 
Hendarsam said. (AFP)

Bangladesh approves 
$2.8bn river project
Bangladesh approved yesterday 
a mega river project worth $2.8bn 
that authorities hope would help 
the country address its persistent 
water crisis, often blamed on 
neighbouring India.
The project highlights Dhaka’s 
eff orts to secure water supplies 
for its agriculture-dependent 
economy, with river sharing a 
source of friction with New Delhi 
for decades. The scheme, which 
centres on building a 2.1-kilometre 
(1.3-mile) barrage on Bangladesh’s 
Padma river, is designed to store 
up to 2.9bn cubic metres of water.
“At least 70mn people across 
one-third of the country will 

benefit from this project,” water 
resources minister Shahid Uddin 
Chowdhury Anee told reporters 
after a meeting chaired by Prime 
Minister Tarique Rahman.
He said the project would help 
dry-season shortages in areas 
aff ected by reduced flows linked 
to India’s Farakka Barrage.
Built in 1970, the Farakka Barrage, 
diverts a large volume of water 
during the dry season from the 
Ganges, known as the Padma 
when it flows into Bangladesh.
India has long defended the 
Farakka Barrage, arguing Dhaka 
had not made eff icient use of its 
own water resources. (AFP)



By David Milliken and Yoruk 
Bahceli
Reuters

Intense pressure on Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer 
is driving up British 
government borrowing costs 

— but the political uncertainty 
is by no means the only factor 
 making Britain’s bond yields the 
highest among major advanced 
economies.

Yields on 10-year government 
bonds — which determine how 
much the government will  pay for 
future borrowing — on Tuesday 
hit their  highest since 2008 at 
5.13%.

“There’s a lot of fear in the 
price with gilts,” said Gordon 
Shannon, a partner at  investment 
fi rm TwentyFour, which manages 
£23.5bn ($32bn) of fi xed income 
 assets. Most of the potential 
contenders to succeed Starmer 
— who came  to power in July 
2024 with a large parliamentary 
majority — are likely to want to 
borrow more, with the possible 
exception of health minister Wes 
Streeting, Shannon said.

Greater Manchester mayor 
Andy Burnham — who would 
fi rst need to be re-elected to 
parliament to succeed Starmer 
— might borrow an extra £50bn 
over fi ve years — around a 12% 
increase on current borrowing 
plans — if, as he has suggested, 
defence spending was exempted 
from existing fi nance constraints, 
Shannon said.

MEMORIES OF LIZ TRUSS 
Still weighing on British 

bonds’ international appeal is 
Liz Truss’ brief tenure as prime 
minister. Her attempt to slash 
taxes caused long-dated gilt 
prices to tumble and forced the 
Bank of England to step in to halt 
a fi resale by pension funds as 
‘bond vigilantes’ circled.

Kevin Thozet, an investment 
committee member at the French 
investment manager Carmignac, 

said investors had charged Britain 
some “so-called moron premium” 
in the  aftermath of the market 
crisis that Truss’ mini-budget 
unleashed, “and that could well 
be the kind of environment we’re 
heading into”.

But TwentyFour’s Shannon 
saw no chance of a repeat of such 
a sharp selloff , saying British 
politicians who wanted to borrow 
more now knew they needed to 
trail those plans in advance and 
pull back if there was  an adverse 
market reaction.

Britain’s 10-year gilt yields of 
5.12% compare with 4.45% in the  
United States - where growth 
is more robust — and 3.10% in 
Germany — perceived as more 
fi scally disciplined. Since the 
start of the  year, they have risen 
by 0.64 percentage points, more 
than double the increase in 10-
year bond yields in the US and 
Germany.

Rising gilt yields only aff ect 
the cost of newly issued debt, 
so the impact on government 
budget plans is not immediate. 
But Britain’s budget watchdog 
estimates that every percentage 
point rise in yields will cost the 
government an extra £15bn a year 
in debt interest by 2030. To meet 

its goal of a balanced current 
budget by 2029/30, it only has 
£24bn of leeway.

UK SEEN AS MORE 
INFLATION-PRONE

Britain’s higher borrowing costs 
cannot be put solely at the door of 
politics, said Alexandra Ivanova, 
a fund manager at Invesco, which 
holds around $500bn in bonds. 
“I need to remind investors of 
‘Finance 101’,” she said. “You 
need to think what you’re getting 
paid for: liquidity risk premium, 
political risk premium, the term 
premium, infl ation risk premium 
... and in the case of gilts, I think 
each one of those elements tends 
to be higher than anywhere else.”

Given  all these factors, UK 
gilts did not appear a  bargain, 
even with their higher yield, she 
said. Infl ation risk is the easiest 
to grasp. The US-Israeli war with 
Iran has pushed up oil and natural 
gas prices by around 50% since 
the end of February.

Britain relies on natural gas 
imports and the Bank of England 
forecasts that infl ation — which 
erodes the value of bonds — could 
exceed 6% early next year if 
energy prices rise and are slow 
to fall. Before the confl ict, it was 

forecasting that infl ation would 
return to its 2% target.

Infl ation in the euro zone had 
been back to target before the 
confl ict but it had been stickier 
in Britain, refl ecting rises in 
regulated utility prices last year 
and higher wage growth since the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Financial 
markets now price in a rise in 
the benchmark BoE lending rate 
to 4.5% by February 2027 from 
3.75% now, compared to forecasts 
of one or two cuts before the 
confl ict. Many economists are  
more sceptical, however, given 
that the weak outlook for British 
growth will also curb infl ation.

UK GILTS MORE VOLATILE 
THAN OTHER SOVEREIGN 
BONDS

A more subtle reason for 
higher gilt yields is the fact that 
British government bonds are 
more volatile in price than US or 
German debt. For much of the 
past 20 years, British pension 
funds and life insurers bought 
30-year gilts to match their long-
term liabilities.

But companies’ shift away 
from defi ned-benefi t pension 
schemes has ended that process. 
Gilt buyers are now more often 
foreign hedge funds, said Nicolas 
Trindade, senior portfolio 
manager at BNP Paribas Asset 
Management, and these are more 
price-sensitive and investing on 
much shorter time horizons.

The risk of big day-to-day 
lurches in turn makes some 
investors demand a bigger yield.

Some investors also blame the 
Bank of England’s programme of 
bond sales - currently running 
at £70bn a year - for pushing 
up gilt yields. Shannon thought 
that, over the medium  term, the 
political risk premium would 
narrow, but  said it was harder to 
judge the other elements. But for 
now, political uncertainty looms 
large. “You need various foreign 
investors to be interested. And 
turning over prime ministers isn’t 
what people want to see.”

From Meta to Tesla and BlackRock, the US business delegation for 
President Donald Trump’s summit with Chinese leader Xi Jinping 
this  week consists mainly of companies seeking to resolve business 
issues with the world’s second-largest economy.

More than a dozen CEOs and top  executives from companies 
such as Tesla, BlackRock, Illumina, Mastercard  and Visa are 
accompanying Trump on his visit on May 14 and 15. Unlike Trump’s 
2017 visit, which was heavy on pomp and trade deals,  the scaled-
back delegation this time includes companies seeking to advance 
long-standing  business priorities in China, said two people familiar 
with the preparations who sought anonymity.

“Besides Boeing and Cargill being linked to purchase agreements, 
the others are mainly there to deliver demands on critical input 
supply,” said Reva Goujon, a geopolitical strategist at Rhodium 
Group. “This could help the US administration’s messaging that to 
even be able to discuss a board of investment, China needs to be a 
reliable investment partner and not weaponise supply.”

The US business delegation hopes the summit will generate enough 
political goodwill to unlock regulatory approvals, market access and 
investment opportunities, the sources said, as they face broader 
operational challenges in China beyond commercial dealmaking.

US gene-sequencing 
company Illumina said in a 
statement that its CEO Jacob 
Thaysen was honoured to 
be part of the US business 
delegation. “This is an 
opportunity to strengthen 
relationships and shape 
the future of precision 
medicine,” the company 
said, without elaborating. 
The other  companies did 
not respond to requests for 
comment on their goals for 
outcomes from the summit.

A critical precondition for 
companies to join the trip 
was having a “tangible ask” 
that promised a concrete 
outcome or handshake deal 

during or after the summit, one of the sources said. Another source 
cautioned that US fi rms viewed the  summit less as a venue for 
formal announcements and more as a political opening that  could 
help accelerate regulatory discussions already underway in China.

For example, Meta needs to tackle an order last month from 
China’s powerful  state planner to unwind its $2-bn-plus acquisition 
of artifi cial intelligence startup Manus, as Beijing tightens scrutiny 
of US investment in domestic startups developing frontier 
technologies.

China is also weighing curbs on exports of solar manufacturing 
equipment to the United States, which could threaten plans by US 
fi rms such as Tesla to build new factories or expand existing ones to 
boost local production. In March, Reuters reported that Tesla was 
looking to buy $2.9bn of equipment for making solar panels from 
Chinese suppliers such as Suzhou Maxwell Technologies, which was 
seeking export approval from the commerce ministry.

Tesla is also seeking Chinese regulatory clearance to expand 
the adoption of its Full Self-Driving assistance system in the 
world’s largest auto market. Its CEO, Elon Musk, has previously 
acknowledged the diffi  culties stemming from tech curbs imposed 
by both US and Chinese authorities, but voiced optimism about 
receiving such an approval in China this year.

BlackRock CEO Larry Fink also arrives in Beijing as a consortium 
led by the US asset manager faces scrutiny over  a planned $23-bn 
acquisition of ports, including two near the Panama Canal,  from 
Hong Kong conglomerate CK Hutchison .

Payment giants Mastercard and Visa are hoping to use the summit 
to improve their positions in China’s tightly regulated payments 
market, according to the two sources. One source familiar with 
the matter said Mastercard was hoping the US government would 
advocate for a higher stake in its joint venture in China.

 Citigroup CEO Jane Fraser and Goldman Sachs CEO David 
Solomon are also joining the trip as Wall Street fi rms keep up eff orts 
to deepen access to China’s capital markets.

China and the United States may reach a farm deal at the summit 
to expand Beijing’s  purchases of grains and meat, but market 
watchers  do not expect major new soybean purchases beyond those 
agreed in a deal last October. — Reuters
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France locks down cruise ship after 92-year-old dies

AFP
Bordeaux

French authorities yesterday 
confi ned more than 1,700 
passengers and crew on a 

British cruise ship after an elderly 
passenger died and dozens suf-
fered upset stomachs, health of-
fi cials said.

They insisted there was no con-
nection with the hantavirus out-
break, suspected of killing three 
passengers on the Dutch MV Hon-
dius cruise ship that set sail from 
Argentina, which has sparked in-
ternational alarm.

Dozens suff ered from upset 
stomachs aboard the Ambition 
— most of whose 1,233 passen-
gers are from Britain or Ireland — 
which arrived in the western port 
of Bordeaux on Tuesday, with 514 
crew members also on board.

One 92-year-old British pas-
senger on the Ambition, run by 
the UK-based Ambassador Cruise 
Line company, had died of a heart 
attack, health authorities said.

“At this stage, no link has been 
established with the gastroenteri-
tis episode,” they added yesterday 
afternoon.

Initial tests ruled out an out-

break of norovirus, a highly con-
tagious form of gastroenteritis 
which causes vomiting and diar-
rhoea, but secondary tests were 
still underway, they added.

Food poisoning had not been 
excluded.

Seos Guilidhe, a 52-year-old 
from the Northern Irish capital 

Belfast, sent AFP a message via 
Facebook as he was “playing bin-
go”.

“We are onboard with extra 
sanitation guidelines in place. 
It is not as bad as it was during 
Covid. People just going about 
as normal,” he wrote in the mes-
sage, referring to lockdowns dur-

ing the coronavirus pandemic.
“We are just waiting on test 

results coming back from the 
French government to see what 
the elder gentleman died from,” 
he added.

Passengers on board the Ambi-
tion showed peak symptoms on 
Monday when the ship was docked 
in Brest, the offi  cials said. The 
man in his nineties died before 
they arrived at the port in France’s 
northwestern Brittany region.

The ship, which left the Shet-
land Islands north of Scotland on 
May 6, stopped in Belfast and Liv-
erpool in England before reach-
ing Bordeaux, from where it was 
scheduled to depart for Spain.

It was initially supposed to dock 
back in Liverpool on May 22.

The cruise line company on 
its Facebook page said its fi gures 
showed an increase in cases after 
embarking guests in Liverpool.

No security measures were in 
place around the ship as it was 
docked in Bordeaux yesterday, 
an AFP reporter said. Passengers 
were taking pictures of the French 
city from the deck.

Those on board would be al-
lowed to disembark “once clear-
ance is granted”, the cruise line 
said.

Cruise ship Ambition, operated by the Ambassador Cruise Line, is 
docked at the Port of Bordeaux after local authorities said passengers 
could not disembark following an outbreak of possible gastroenteritis 
reported on board, in Bordeaux, yesterday. (Reuters)

Latvian govt risks collapse 

after drone incursions

AFP
Vilnius

Latvian Prime Minister 
Evika Silina yesterday lost 
the backing of a key party 

in her ruling coalition after fi r-
ing her defence minister in the 
wake of recent incursions by 
Ukrainian drones into Latvia’s 
territory.

The Progressive party’s de-
parture from the centre-right 
government, in power since 
2023, has deepened a political 
crisis in the Baltic nation, a Eu-
ropean Union and Nato member 
that has been a staunch ally of 
Ukraine.

The coalition had been hang-
ing by a thread since Silina 
called on Sunday for the resig-
nation of Progressive defence 
minister Andris Spruds, saying 
Latvia’s anti-drone systems 
had not been deployed quickly 
enough to counter the incur-
sions.

On May 7, two Ukrainian 
strike drones crossed the Rus-
sian border and crashed into 
Latvian territory.

Ukraine accused Russia of 
using “electronic warfare” to 
divert the drones from their 
targets.

One hit a disused fuel stor-
age site in the eastern region of 
Latgale, causing a fi re that was 

quickly brought under control.
Without the Progressives’ 

nine seats in the 100-member 
parliament, Silina’s coalition 
currently has 41 seats, to 47 for 
the opposition.

Opposition lawmakers said 
they would introduce a vote of 
no-confi dence in Silina’s gov-
ernment.

“I will initiate consultations 
with my party’s board and fac-
tion deputies, as well as our 
(remaining) coalition partner, 
regarding further action,” Silina 
posted on X.

Earlier, the Progressives 
asked Latvian President Edgars 
Rinkevics to begin talks on a fu-
ture coalition.

The president said he would 
meet party leaders on Friday.

After forcing the defence 
minister’s resignation, Silina 
had nominated an army colonel 
to replace him, but the Progres-
sives rejected the move, she 
said.

Since Russia launched its 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
in 2022, multiple drones from 
both countries have crashed in 
Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky said yesterday his 
country would send experts to 
Latvia to help it protect its air-
space, after meeting his coun-
terpart Rinkevics at a summit in 
Romania.

Airspace breaches show need 
to boost Nato air defence
Reuters
Bucharest

Russia’s  repeated airspace violations of 
countries  on the eastern fl ank of Nato un-
derline the urgent  need to consolidate the 

alliance’s  air defences against missiles and drones, 
 the leaders of 14 allies said yesterday.

They also called for greater co-operation in 
building up defence industry capacity in a joint 
statement, issued after a meeting of eastern fl ank 
allies in Bucharest hosted by Romania’s President 
Nicusor Dan and Polish President Karol Nawrocki.

“We condemn Russia’s highly confrontational 
actions against Allies and partners, including 
sabotage, cyberattacks, and a wide range of hybrid 
attacks and destabilising activities,”  the leaders’ 
joint statement said.

“Repeated airspace violations on the Eastern 
Flank underscore the urgent need to continue 
strengthening Nato’s air and missile defence, in-
cluding against unmanned  aerial vehicle threats.”

Romania, Poland and Baltic states have had  
their airspace repeatedly breached by Russian 
drones. Russia has  denied targeting Nato states. 
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky, Nato 
Secretary-General Mark Rutte and US Under Sec-
retary for Arms Control and International Securi-
ty Thomas DiNanno were among those attending 
yesterday’s one-day gathering.

The meeting, which comes ahead of a Nato 
summit in Ankara in July, aims to fi nd ways to 

mend a widening rift between US President Don-
ald Trump and Europe over the Iran crisis.

“Further scaling up the transatlantic defence 
industrial base, including through increased 
 production capacity, more resilient supply 
 chains, eff ective multinational procurement... is 
essential to meeting today’s security challenges,” 
the joint statement said. It was signed by the 
so-called “B9” grouping, comprising nine cen-
tral and eastern European Nato allies, launched 
in Bucharest after Russia annexed Crimea from 
Ukraine in 2014. They are Bulgaria, the Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithua-
nia, Poland, Romania and Slovakia. Yesterday’s 
statement was also signed by the fi ve Nordic 

members of Nato — Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway and  Sweden.

Zelensky told the gathering it was diffi  cult to 
say what results the Nato summit in Ankara might 
bring but that it should send positive signals to the 
whole Euro-Atlantic community.

“At the same time, we should not be afraid to 
discuss more united and, in some areas, more 
self-reliant European military capabilities,” said 
Zelensky.

Ukraine is not a Nato member but it has re-
ceived substantial military and fi nancial support 
from  the 32-nation alliance  as it seeks to rebuff  a 
full-scale Russian invasion that began in February 
2022.

Nato Secretary-General Mark Rutte, Polish President Karol Nawrocki, Romanian President Nicusor 
Dan and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky pose with other European leaders for a picture 
at the B9 summit in Bucharest, yesterday. (AFP)

Putin replaces governors of 

regions bordering Ukraine

AFP
Moscow

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin replaced the gov-
ernors of two regions 

bordering Ukraine hit by Kyiv’s 
retaliatory attacks — Bryansk 
and Belgorod — yesterday, the 
Kremlin said.

The two governors — Alex-
ander Bogomaz and Vyacheslav 
Gladkov — had led the regions 
throughout Moscow’s Ukraine 
off ensive.

The Russian leader replaced 
them with an army general who 
has fought in Ukraine and an of-
fi cial who previously worked for 
Russia’s occupational authori-
ties in east Ukraine.

Gladkov — who had led the 
Belgorod region, the worst hit 
by Ukrainian counter-strikes, 
since 2021 — had documented 
the attacks daily, with Rus-
sian media reporting on his 

popularity in the region.
Putin appointed Alexander 

Shuvayev, a Russian army gen-
eral who has fought in Ukraine 
since 2022, as interim head of 
Belgorod.

According to Russian media, 
he also fought in Russia’s cam-
paigns in the North Caucasus, 
Georgia and Syria.

Shuvayev was born in the 
Belgorod region.

He completed the Kremlin’s 
“Time of Heroes” programme, 
which seeks to promote veterans 
of Moscow’s Ukraine campaign 
into high-profi le positions.

Putin appointed Yegor Ko-
valchuk — who briefl y led Rus-
sian occupation authorities in 
Lugansk — as interim leader of 
Bryansk.

Both Bryansk and Belgorod 
have been hit by cross-border 
attacks by Ukraine during Mos-
cow’s off ensive, even suff ering 
incursions earlier in the four-
year war.

Families of Pakistani hostages held by 
Somali pirates call for their rescue
Reuters
Karachi

Ambreen Fatima protested 
in Karachi  with her chil-
dren yesterday for the 

release of her husband, one  of 
ten Pakistani crew aboard  an oil 
tanker seized by Somali pirates 23 
days ago, and who  is now drink-
ing dirty tank water to  survive, 
she said.

The MT Honour 25,  a Palau-
flagged product tanker, was 
seized on April 21 approximately 
30 nautical miles off Somalia’s 
Puntland region with 17 crew 
members aboard, 10 of them Pa-
kistani.

Fatima said her daughter had 
been hospitalised for two days 
due to the stress and her 16-year-
old son, sitting his annual exams, 
could barely concentrate.

“He says his brain isn’t func-
tioning. He’s worried about his 
dad and that’s all that’s on his 
mind,” said Fatima. Her husband, 
Syed Hussain Yousuf, serves as 
second engineer on the vessel. 
The last time their captors al-
lowed  a video call six days ago, 
“he did not look well,” she said.

Under the hot sun, five families 
of the hostages gathered on the 
Karachi Port Trust Native Jetty 
Bridge, an overpass near Kara-
chi’s  main port, holding signs 
demanding the government bring 
their relatives  home, while chil-
dren, some barely able to hold 
their placards upright, stood  be-
side them. Hijackings of vessels 
by Somali pirate gangs were once 
commonplace around the Gulf of 
Aden and Indian Ocean, a major 
shipping lane used to transport 

critical energy and goods to glo-
bal markets. They eased through 
much of 2025 but incidents are 
rising again. The waterway is 
particularly important given the 
effective closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz due to the Iran war.

Families said their children 
had suffered panic and anxiety 
attacks since their fathers went 
missing. Crew members, when 
briefly allowed by pirates to call 
home, reported the ship had run 
out of clean  water, with sailors 
drinking dirty tank  water and 
surviving on boiled rice once a 
day.

Pakistan’s foreign ministry 
spokesperson Tahir Andrabi said 
the pirates had not contacted Is-
lamabad and had shown no desire 
to negotiate with the govern-
ment. “The ship owner is nego-
tiating with the pirates and is in 
touch with the Somali govern-
ment, which is keeping Pakistan 
informed of updates,” he said.

A team from Pakistan’s em-
bassy in Djibouti visited Somalia 
from May 7 to May 10 and was 
told the captives were safe, but 
that Somali authorities could 
not storm the vessel as it carried 
flammable  cargo, he said.

“We are doing our best. We un-
derstand that Pakistan’s Ministry 
of Maritime Affairs is co-ordi-
nating with the families.”

At least three vessels were 
hijacked off Puntland in April 
2026, prompting a “substantial” 
threat-level warning from the 
United Kingdom Maritime Trade 
Operations.

Mehwish Yasir said she had 
spoken to her husband of 15 years, 
Yasir Khan, an oiler aboard the 
vessel, only twice since he de-
parted in January and had no idea 
whether any steps were being tak-
en to free him. Her younger son 
still did not understand what had 
 happened. “He still thinks his  dad 
is going to come soon,” she said. 

Families of Pakistan’s crew members of an oil tanker seized by pirates in 
Somalia demonstrate during a protest near Karachi Port Trust (KPT) in 
Karachi yesterday, urging the government to ensure the safe return of 
their loved ones. (AFP)

Sunk Russian ship held nuclear 
reactor components: Spanish govt
AFP
Madrid

A US-sanctioned Russian 
cargo ship that sank in 
the Mediterranean Sea in 

2024 was carrying “nuclear reac-
tor components” similar to those 
used in nuclear submarines, ac-
cording to a Spanish government 
letter, shedding some light on the 
mystery.

The Ursa Major, owned by 
a company that belongs to the 
Russian defence ministry, sank in 
international waters off  southern 
Spain in December 2024 with 16 
people on board — two of whom 
were never found.

The captain fi nally “con-
fessed” that the ship was trans-
porting “components of two 

nuclear reactors similar to those 
used by submarines”, reads a 
government letter to parliament 
dated February 23 and seen by 
AFP yesterday.

The captain said the reactors 
“were not carrying nuclear fuel”, 
but this information could not be 
verifi ed, added the letter, cited 
in a CNN article published on 
Tuesday.

According to the US outlet and 
regional Spanish daily La Verdad 
de Murcia, the ship may have 
been sunk in a Western operation 
because it was taking nuclear re-
actors to North Korea.

Its owner denounced at the 
time “a targeted terrorist attack”, 
without providing evidence.

The vessel’s offi  cial route was 
from Saint Petersburg to Vladi-
vostok in Russia’s Far East.

Questioned by AFP in Janu-
ary, Spanish offi  cial Oscar Vil-
lar, in charge of investigations at 
the time, declined to confi rm the 
CNN and La Verdad de Murcia 
articles, which said they consult-
ed a Spanish investigative report.

Spain’s seismology institute 
had told AFP it had recorded 
“four seismic signals” near the 
southeastern coastal city of 
Cartagena on the day of the sink-
ing.

These were similar to explo-
sions “in quarries to extract 
construction material, or those 
carried out by military divers in 
their anti-mine drills”.

The US in 2022 imposed sanc-
tions on the Ursa Major for pro-
viding “transportation serv-
ices... for the delivery of cargo to 
Russian-occupied Crimea”.

Turkiye and Armenia to restart direct trade
Turkiye and Armenia will 
formally resume trade relations 
after a 33-year freeze as part 
of a rapprochement between 
the two countries, a Turkish 
foreign ministry spokesman said 
yesterday.
Turkiye shut its border with 
Armenia in 1993 in support of its 
ally Azerbaijan, which was at war 
with Armenia over Karabakh.
Turkiye and Armenia have been 
cautiously moving towards 
rapprochement since late 2021, a 
year after Armenia was defeated 
by Azerbaijan in a fresh conflict 
over that disputed territory.
“Within the framework of our 
normalisation process with 
Armenia that has been ongoing 
since 2022... the bureaucratic 
preparations regarding the 
initiation of direct trade between 

our country and Armenia have 
been completed as of May 11,” 
foreign ministry spokesman Oncu 
Keceli said on X.
Trade had already been passing 
between Turkiye and Armenia via 
Georgia, with taxes imposed in 
the transit country.
But under the new regulation, 
goods can be formally designated 
as direct exports from Turkiye 
to Armenia, with the origin and 
final destination listed as being in 
those countries.
Trade will continue to transit 
through an unspecified third 
country due to the lack of a 
functional border crossing.
“The necessary technical and 
bureaucratic work toward 
opening the common border 
between the two countries is still 
ongoing,” the spokesman said.

Turkiye and Armenia also share a 
border with Iran.
Armenia welcomed Turkiye’s 
decision “to lift the bans on 
bilateral trade with Armenia”, its 
foreign ministry spokesperson 
said in a statement.
The spokesperson described it as 
an “important step towards the 
development of full-fledged and 
normal relations between the two 
countries”.
Ankara’s latest announcement 
marks a new step toward 
normalisation between Ankara 
and Yerevan after Azerbaijan’s 
seizure of Karabakh, which saw 
most of the Armenian population 
leave.
Last month, Armenia and Turkiye 
decided to put the Kars-Gyumri 
railway line back into service on 
both sides of their border. (AFP)
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The Qatar Press Centre 
(QPC) is participating in 
the 35th Doha Interna-

tional Book Fair (DIBF) with a 
collection of intellectual, jour-
nalistic, and cultural publica-
tions documenting the history of 
Qatari media and commemorat-
ing prominent fi gures in journal-
ism, literature, and heritage. The 
publications also address issues 
of society, thought, identity, and 
human consciousness. 

Underscoring the vital role of 
the fair as a comprehensive cul-
tural platform that contributes 
to stimulating intellectual dis-
course, supporting the publish-
ing industry, and promoting the 
book as a means for enlighten-
ment and raising awareness.

The fair is being held from 
today to May 23 at the Doha Ex-
hibition and Convention Centre 
(DECC). A selection from the 
list of participating publica-
tions includes: Nasser Moham-
med al-Othman: The Dean of 
Qatari Journalism by Zuhair 
Radwan Ghazal, Abdullah bin 
Yousef al-Husseini: A Pioneer of 
Magazine Publishing in Qatari 

Journalism by Ahmed Abdul-
latif.

Specters of a Pen by Dr Abdul-
lah al-Emadi, A Lover of Words 
by Dr Ahmed Abdulmalik, Sun-
day Morning by media personal-
ity Mubarak Jaham al-Kuwari, in 
addition to “On the Edge of the 
East” by Sultan al-Jassim, and 
the books The World Cup Legacy: 
Images from the Heart of the Event 
and The World Cup Pen.

The book “Nasser Mohammed 
al-Othman: Dean of Qatari Jour-
nalism” celebrates the life of one 
of the most prominent pioneers 
of media and culture in Qatar, 
showcasing his contributions to 

establishing and developing the 
journalistic landscape, his career 
as editor-in-chief of the news-
papers Al-Raya and Al-Sharq, 
his role in founding the Grand 
Mosque Radio in 1965, organising 
the fi rst international book fair 
in Qatar in 1970, and his election 
as Secretary-General of the Gulf 
Press Union in 2005. It also high-
lights his receipt of numerous 
awards and honours in recogni-
tion of his contributions to media 
and culture.

Specters of a Pen by Dr Abdul-
lah al-Emadi, published in No-
vember 2025, documents social, 
economic, and political issues 

that Qatar, the region, and the 
world have witnessed over thirty 
years. Through journalistic ar-
ticles, it presents intellectual, 
political, and cultural disagree-
ments with a profound analytical 
perspective, ranging from cri-
tiques of Islamophobia to discus-
sions of political tyranny, media 
excesses, and contemporary in-
tellectual transformations. 

Hadeel Saber’s book, Tar-
weeda, addresses the Palestin-
ian cause, particularly since Oc-
tober 7, 2023, through political 
and humanitarian articles that 
draw inspiration from the Pales-
tinian Tarweeda as a symbol of 
resistance and the coded mes-
sages used by Palestinians during 
periods of occupation and im-
prisonment.

The book Abdullah bin Yousef 
Al-Husseini: A Pioneer of Maga-
zine Production in Qatari Jour-
nalism documents the experi-
ences of one of the pioneers 
of independent journalism and 
the founding of the magazine Al-
Ahd. 

Detailing eff orts to attract Qa-
tari writers, poets, and media 
professionals, the book support-
ed by rare photographs and docu-
ments chronicles a pivotal period 
in Qatari journalism.

QPC participates in DIBF 
with a slew of Qatari titles

The World Cup Legacy: Images from the Heart of the Event.

Embassy of 
Japan at Doha 
book fair

This year, the booth of Em-
bassy of Japan at the 35th 
Doha International Book 

Fair (DIBF) will showcase a diverse 
selection of books across vari-
ous fi elds, catering to readers of 
all ages. Visitors can also expect a 
range of cultural activities at the 
booth, including Japanese cal-
ligraphy and origami demonstra-
tions between 11am and 12pm; and 
from 3pm to 4pm daily. Embassy 
staff  will be present at the booth 
(booth number H2-14) to answer 
any questions about the Japanese 
culture, tourism, language, and 
educational and scholarship op-
portunities in Japan.

The Embassy of Japan has been 
a dedicated participant in this 
annual event for many years, rec-
ognising it as a valuable platform 
to foster cultural understand-
ing between Japan and Qatar. We 
warmly welcome all visitors to 
explore Japan at our booth during 
the book fair.

US embassy 
to focus on 
American lit

The Embassy of the United 
States of America in Doha 
announced its participa-

tion at this year’s the Doha In-
ternational Book Fair at the Doha 
Exhibition and Convention Centre 
(DECC). Returning to this year’s 
fair, the US embassy will host an 
engaging booth featuring a curat-
ed selection of books for readers of 
all ages. The collection highlights 
the power of curiosity, discovery, 
and learning, inviting visitors to 
explore ideas that shape our world 
and inspire innovation.

Under the theme “Mission to 
the Moon: 250 Years of American 
Ingenuity,” the embassy’s booth 
will commemorate Freedom 250, 
the national initiative marking 
250 years of American independ-
ence. The booth will spotlight US 
achievements in science and tech-
nology, with a focus on space ex-
ploration and innovation. Visitors 
will have the opportunity to dis-
cover resources that refl ect the US’ 
commitment to education, inno-
vation, and scientifi c exploration. 
“The Doha International Book Fair 
is a powerful reminder of how ide-
as, stories, and knowledge connect 
people across cultures,” said Chargé 
d’Aff aires Mo Barghouty.

“We are proud to participate 
once again and to share a collec-
tion of books that inspire curiosity 
and learning for all ages. Through 
our focus on innovation and space 
exploration, and as we commem-
orate 250 years of American excel-
lence, we also hope to spark inter-
est in the possibilities of science 
and discovery, and to strengthen 
the enduring ties between the US 
and Qatar.”

The US embassy invites stu-
dents, families, educators, and 
book lovers to visit its booth 
throughout the fair to explore the 
collection and engage with em-
bassy representatives.

Justice Ministry, General Secretariat joint pavilion at Doha book fair

The Ministry of Justice and 
the General Secretariat of 
the Council of Ministers 

will participate in the Doha In-
ternational Book Fair with a joint 
pavilion.

In a refl ection of both enti-
ties’ commitment to supporting 
legal culture and enhancing pub-
lic awareness, the pavilion will 
present a range of legal initiatives, 
interactive activities, and knowl-
edge-based publications.

Among them will be the Qatari 
Legal Authors Initiative, which 

brings together the works of sev-
eral Qatari writers and research-
ers affi  liated with the Ministry of 
Justice.

That, as well as a dedicated sec-
tion for the General Secretariat of 
the Council of Ministers’ authors, 
in an eff ort to support national 
academic output and strengthen 
Qatari legal identity.

Demonstrating the Ministry 
of Justice and the General Secre-
tariat’s orientation toward em-
ploying artifi cial intelligence in 
legal fi elds, the joint pavilion will 

have an AI-powered photography 
corner that allows visitors to take 
souvenir photos using AI while 
dressed in attire associated with 
legal professions.

Seeking to instill legal aware-
ness among young people and 
enhance thinking skills and fa-
miliarity with useful educational 
programs, the pavilion dedicated 
an interactive children’s corner 
that will feature educational elec-
tronic games, competitions, and 
instant prizes.

Visitors will explore a collec-

tion of booklets and publica-
tions focused on legal awareness, 
alongside a dedicated section for 
the State of Qatar’s permanent 
constitution and samples of the 
Offi  cial Gazette, in addition to 
highlights of a number of laws and 
regulations related to public inter-
ests. The pavilion will also displays 
the book titled Domestic Achieve-
ments Book 2025, which docu-
ments the most notable projects 
and initiatives implemented by 
ministries and state institutions 
within the framework of national 

development strategies and the 
Qatar National Vision 2030.

Through their participa-
tion in the Doha International 
Book Fair, the Ministry of Justice 
and the General Secretariat are 
embodying their institutional 
vision of supporting legal cul-
ture and strengthening its role in 
community development, while 
also promoting social responsi-
bility, encouraging creativity, and 
contributing to the achievement 
of national development goals. 
(QNA)
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