
PM, Saudi, Egypt 
FMs discuss
regional situation
HE Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim al-Thani held a phone 
call with Saudi Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs Prince Faisal bin Farhan al-
Saud to discuss bilateral relations 
and regional developments.
The two sides discussed co-
operation between Qatar and 
Saudi Arabia and explored ways 
to further strengthen ties.
The discussions also focused 
on developments in the region, 
particularly eff orts related to a 
ceasefire between the US and 
Iran as well as ongoing diplomatic 
initiatives aimed at reducing 
tensions and reinforcing regional 
security and stability.
HE the Prime Minister stressed 
the importance of all parties 
responding positively to mediation 
eff orts in order to address the 
root causes of the crisis through 
dialogue and peaceful means. 
The Prime Minister also received a 
phone call from Egyptian Minister 
of Foreign Aff airs, Immigration 
and Egyptian Expatriates Badr 
Abdelatty. They discussed bilateral 
relations and ways to support 
them. They also discussed 
developments in the region, 
particularly those related to the 
ceasefire between the US and Iran, 
and eff orts aimed at de-escalation, 
contributing to enhancing security 
and stability in the region. (QNA)
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Gulf Times has announced the 
addition of a distinguished 
group of international 
journalists, academics and 
media professionals who will 
contribute regular analysis 
and commentary, further 
strengthening the newspaper’s 
editorial off ering.
The move reflects Gulf Times’ 
continued commitment to 
delivering high-quality, insightful 
journalism, while expanding its 
coverage of regional and global 
developments across key sectors 
including geopolitics, energy, 

media and international aff airs.
Among the new contributors 
is Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, a 
leading scholar specialising in 
Gulf politics and international 
political economy. A fellow at the 
Baker Institute and co-director 
of the Middle East Energy 
Roundtable, Ulrichsen brings 
extensive expertise on the 
evolving role of Gulf states in the 
global order.
Also joining the publication 
is Rory Miller, Professor 
of International Politics at 
Georgetown University in Qatar. 

Miller is a widely published 
author and commentator, with 
contributions featured in leading 
international outlets including 
Foreign Aff airs, The Economist 
and The Wall Street Journal.
Gulf Times will also feature the 
work of Jamil K Mroue, a veteran 
editor and media executive with 
decades of experience in Arab 
and international journalism. His 
column will provide strategic 
analysis of Middle East aff airs, 
placing regional developments 
within a broader global context. 
To Page 5

Gulf TimesGulf Times  adds distinguished contributors adds distinguished contributors

Kristian Coates Ulrichsen Rory Miller Jamil K Mroue Jasim al-Azzawi

By A Sports Reporter
Doha

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani at-
tended the 2026 Amir Cup final 
yesterday as Al Gharafa defeated 
Al Sadd 4-1 at the iconic Khalifa 
International Stadium.

Following the match, His Highness 
presented Al Gharafa players with 
the Amir Cup trophy and gold 
medals, while Al Sadd received the 
silver medals.
The final was also attended by 
the Personal Representative of 
His Highness the Amir, His High-
ness Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad 
al-Thani; His Highness Sheikh 

Abdullah bin Khalifa al-Thani; His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Khalifa al-Thani; HE Sheikh Jassim 
bin Khalifa al-Thani; HE Speaker 
of the Shura Council, Hassan bin 
Abdullah al-Ghanem; along with a 
number of Sheikhs and ministers.
Among those present were senior 
off icials from friendly countries, 
heads of Arab and international 

sports federations, members of 
the media and football support-
ers. 
In what turned out to be a com-
manding performance, Al Gharafa 
completed a 4-1 win in front of 
37,823 fans. Captain Yacine Bra-
himi, the Algerian veteran, scored 
a hat-trick. He scored in the 27th, 
63rd and 90+1 minutes. The first 

Amir crowns Al Gharafa championsAmir crowns Al Gharafa champions

“Congratulations to Al 
Gharafa Club on the 
win, and better luck to 
Al Sadd Club.”

goal for Al Gharafa was scored by 
Tunisian Ferjani Sassi.
For Al Sadd, the only goal of the 
match was scored in the 89th 
minute by Javairô Dilrosun.  
Yesterday’s win was Al Gharafa’s 
ninth Amir Cup title glory. Al Sadd 
have won Qatar’s most prestig-
ious football title 19 times. 
“It is an amazing feeling. Win-
ning two times in a row is really 
amazing. This group of players 
was the main focus. We had a 
strong mentality for this game. 
We know nothing less than a win 
will do for our fans,” Brahimi, the 
Man of the Match, said yesterday. 
“We came to the stadium to win 
the Amir Cup final. It was a tough 
game. I thought we did amazingly. 
We wanted to give something to 
our fans because we couldn’t win 
the league (title) but we had to do 
something great and we did,” he 
added. Sport Page 1

New research vessel set to 
boost marine monitoring
By A  Staff  Reporter
Doha

The Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change (MoECC) has com-
missioned a new vessel dedicated to 

marine monitoring and scientifi c research, 
in a move aimed at strengthening Qatar’s 
environmental surveillance, broadening 
fi eld operations, and advancing marine 
protection and research programmes.

In a statement yesterday, the ministry 
said the launch forms part of wider eff orts 
to improve environmental data quality 

and inform decision-making in line with 
Qatar National Vision 2030.

Director of the Marine Protection De-
partment Mohammed al-Khanji said the 
vessel is fi tted with advanced techni-
cal capabilities that allow it to carry out 
monitoring and research missions effi  -
ciently, reach remote and shallow waters, 
and respond swiftly to environmental 
emergencies at sea.

He said it will support a range of op-
erations, including marine sample collec-
tion, preliminary analysis, and the track-
ing of environmental phenomena such as 
red tides and fi sh die-off s. To Page 6

By Santhosh V Perumal
Business Reporter

Qatar’s courier, express and par-
cel (CEP) market is being reshaped 
from a traditional domestic deliv-

ery business into a technology-driven sup-
ply chain ecosystem — even as Middle East 
disruptions and the price-locked nature of 
e-commerce squeeze margins from both 
ends. Changing consumer expectations, the 
e-commerce boom, the rollout of digital ad-
dressing in place of PO Boxes, and acceler-
ated infrastructure build-out are the four 
pillars driving this shift in a country that sits 
within an eight-hour fl ight of 70% of the 
world’s population.

The market, slated to further evolve to-
wards a hyper-fast, tech-enabled delivery 
ecosystem, is seeing greater integration of 
CEP providers and third-party logistics 
fi rms, as the sector becomes sophisticated 
with growth visible in temperature-control-
led logistics like the pharma and food sectors. 

Qatar has promising potential for expan-
sion of cold-chain logistics for vaccines, 
biologics and perishable goods, and CEP 
providers that invest in specialised infra-
structure and compliance capabilities can 
capture premium margins in these niche ar-
eas. To Page 11

Tech, speed and squeeze:  
CEP market in transition

Doha to host global half marathon
By A Sport Reporter
Doha

The Qatar Sports for All 
Federation, under the 
Ministry of Sports and 

Youth, will stage the third edition 
of the global half marathon “One 
Run for All” on May 24 at Lusail 
International Circuit, drawing 
more than 2,500 runners across 
all ages and categories, including 
men, women, children and sen-
ior citizens.

Addressing a press conference, 
Executive Director of the Qatar 
Sports for All Federation, Abdul-
lah al-Dosari, outlined details 
of the race, now in its third year 
in Qatar. He said Doha was once 
again gearing up to host one of the 
world’s biggest half marathons, 
run simultaneously in over 110 
countries with more than 200,000 
participants worldwide, 160,000 
of them from Russia and 40,000 

from other nations, including 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain, 
Egypt, Jordan, China, Brazil, Ser-
bia, Cameroon and Armenia.

Al-Dosari said this year’s event 
would feature six race categories, 
with the introduction of a 400m 
race for children and a 2.5km 
course designed to broaden par-
ticipation and encourage families 
to run alongside their children. 
The programme will also include 

1km, 5km, 10km and 21.1km races.
He said the event promised an 

enjoyable evening for running en-
thusiasts, with entertainment ac-
tivities at the fan zone kicking off  
at 4.30pm and the races starting at 
9pm. All races are due to wrap up 
by 10pm.  The executive director 
said race day would be a memora-
ble occasion for participants and 
their families and friends, as in 
previous editions.







gration governance is both attainable and ac-
countable.

Expanding on these commitments, HE 
Sheikha Najwa reaffi  rmed Qatar’s dedica-
tion to advancing this agenda through close 
partnership with the international commu-
nity, expressing readiness to collaborate with 
states seeking to enhance their migration 
governance frameworks.

The statement then provided a detailed 
overview of Qatar’s comprehensive national 
reforms.

It began with a fundamental restructuring 
of the expatriate labour system, founded on a 
rigorous rights-based framework.

Among the key reforms is the ending of exit 
permit requirements, granting workers great-
er freedom to change employers.

This signifi cant step is complemented by 
the introduction of the region’s fi rst non-
discriminatory minimum wage, setting a new 
standard for labour rights.

To further safeguard workers, Qatar has 
established visa centres in countries of ori-
gin, ensuring protections commence prior to 
departure.

These are supported by advanced com-
plaint mechanisms that guarantee eff ective 
remedies and unfettered access to justice.

Recognising that reform must be coupled 
with enforcement, Qatar has bolstered its 
oversight framework and instituted clear le-
gal and criminal accountability for violations, 
reaffi  rming that reform without enforcement 
ultimately falls short of its objectives.

Acknowledging the transnational nature of 
human traffi  cking – a crime exploiting regu-
latory loopholes – Qatar has responded by 
establishing an integrated governance model.

This model unites labour, migration, resi-
dency, law enforcement, and anti-traffi  cking 
policies into a cohesive system.

Through these reforms, HE Sheikha Na-
jwa said, Qatar has evolved from a partici-
pant state to a global leader within the Global 
Compact framework, serving as a practical 
point of reference that infl uences the lives of 
more than 2mn individuals daily.

The statement concluded that states pur-
sue reforms not in response to external pres-
sures but from the conviction that investing 
in human rights is essential to societal stabil-
ity and economic competitiveness.

While acknowledging that no system is 
without gaps, Qatar emphasised its commit-
ment to addressing these openly through ro-
bust measurement tools and active collabo-
ration with international partners, including 
the International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
and the International Organisation for Mi-
gration (IOM), alongside close co-operation 
with countries of origin.

Complementing these multilateral eff orts, 
HE Sheikha Najwa utilised the Forum’s plat-
form to engage in constructive bilateral dis-
cussions with Lesotho’s Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs and International Relations Lejone 
Mpotjoane and Somalia’s State Minister for 
Foreign Aff airs Ali Mohamed Omar. – QNA
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At the Second International Migration 
Review Forum in New York, Qatar 
urged the global community to priori-

tise three pivotal areas to advance the future 
of migration governance.

Central to Qatar’s approach is the strategic 
expansion of regular migration pathways.

Qatar advocated for these pathways to be 
embraced as proactive policy instruments 
rather than mere reactive alternatives to ir-
regular migration.

It emphasised that countries investing in 
comprehensive migration governance today 
will secure a decisive competitive advantage 
amid the transformative impacts of climate 
change and technological innovation on glo-
bal labour markets.

Building on this foundation, Qatar high-
lighted the imperative of embedding protec-
tion throughout the entire migration cycle 
– from recruitment in countries of origin to 
reintegration upon return.

This necessitates an international frame-
work of shared responsibility that seamlessly 
integrates labour and residency governance 
with robust, co-ordinated eff orts to combat 
human traffi  cking.

Recognising that accountability is criti-

cal to progress, Qatar further stressed the 
importance of strengthening measurement 
mechanisms within the Forum’s framework.

It asserted that declarations of progress 
carry genuine weight only when anchored 
in agreed indicators, consistently monitored 
through successive review cycles.

The Global Compact’s 23 objectives, Qatar 
noted, demand monitoring tools commensu-
rate with their ambition.

Qatar’s statement, delivered by HE the Un-
dersecretary of Labour Sheikha Najwa bint 
Abdulrahman al-Thani, framed these prin-
ciples within the broader context of the Fo-
rum’s purpose: to achieve tangible and meas-
urable progress beyond dialogue.

Qatar’s involvement, she said, is rooted in 
the fi rm belief that humane and eff ective mi-

Qatar stresses safeguards 
in labour migration cycle

Qatar slams attack against Smara city
Qatar has issued a statement condemning the attack that targeted the city of Smara in 
Morocco.
In a statement issued yesterday, the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs (MoFA) aff irmed Qatar’s 
full solidarity with Morocco and support for Morocco’s sovereign rights in the Moroccan 
Sahara, as well as all measures taken to preserve its sovereignty, unity, territorial integrity, 
security, and stability.
The MoFA reiterated Qatar’s firm stance rejecting violence, terrorism, and criminal acts, 
regardless of motive or justification. – QNA

Qatar, represented by the 
Ministry of Transport, took 
part in the International 

Transport Forum (ITF) 2026 Sum-
mit held in Leipzig, Germany, on 
May 6-8, under the theme Financ-
ing Resilient Transport.

Held this year under the presi-
dency of Azerbaijan, the forum 
discussed ways to enhance the re-
silience of transport systems and 
their ability to address economic, 
technological, and environmental 
challenges.

It also reviewed best practices in 
fi nancing transport infrastructure 
projects, supporting the transition 
towards more sustainable and in-
novative transport systems.

The Ministry of Transport said 
this participation came within the 
framework of strengthening part-
nerships and constructive dialogue, 

keeping pace with the latest global 
policies and trends in the transport 
sector.

It also aimed to enhance co-op-
eration with countries and interna-
tional organisations, as well as hold 
meetings with counterparts from 
various countries, thereby sup-
porting national interests and fa-
cilitating the exchange of expertise.

The summit brought together 
transport ministers from around 
the world, along with representa-
tives of international organisations, 
the private sector, and experts.

It is considered one of the most 
prominent global events in the 
transport sector and the largest an-
nual gathering of transport minis-
ters and decision-makers to discuss 
policies and future trends and pro-
mote international co-operation. 
– QNA

Ministry takes part in ITF 
Summit 2026 in Leipzig

Hamad Medical Cor-
poration (HMC) has 
marked a signifi cant 

milestone in cancer care, with 
500 patients having success-
fully transitioned through 
a Cancer Survivorship Pro-
gramme, since its launch two 
years ago, to routine follow-
up appointments at Primary 
Health Care Corporation 
(PHCC) health centres. 

The programme is designed 
to support breast cancer sur-
vivors, providing structured 
medical and psychosocial 
follow-up, with future plans 
for expansion to include ad-
ditional cancer types.

This structured approach 
ensures patients receive ap-
propriate follow-up care 
while benefi ting from acces-
sible services closer to home.

To support delivery, the 
PHCC has designated Al 
Sadd, Al Meshaf, Al Khor, and 
Al Waab health centres, of-
fering multidisciplinary care 
led by oncologists, primary 
care physicians, and nursing 
teams, supported by a dedi-
cated patient pathway co-
ordinator to ensure continu-
ity of care with specialists at 
the HMC’s National Centre 
for Cancer Care and Research 
(NCCCR).

The programme includes 
long-term side eff ect man-
agement, psychological and 
social support, as well as re-
habilitation and health educa-
tion to enhance quality of life.

The collaboration between 
the HMC and PHCC repre-
sents a major step forward in 
redefi ning cancer survivor-
ship in Qatar, shifting the fo-
cus from treatment comple-
tion to long-term wellness 
and quality of life.

Programme 
advances 
recovery 
of 500 
cancer 
survivors

The Qatar Volunteer Cen-
tre, affi  liated with the 
Ministry of Culture, has 

begun preparing and training 
volunteers for the 35th Doha 
International Book Fair (DIBF).

The centre conducted inter-
views with those interested in joining the volunteer teams and held intro-
ductory meetings to select and train participants and assign them to vari-
ous tasks related to the organisation of the fair.

These tasks include welcoming visitors, providing guidance, organising 
events, and off ering logistical support within the DIBF grounds.

The fi rst phase of preparation involved interviewing a number of young 
people interested in voluntary work and participating in cultural activities.

The interviews were focused on evaluating the applicants’ skills in areas 
such as organisation, public communication, and media, to ensure a unique 
experience for fair visitors.

The Qatar Volunteer Centre places particular importance on youth par-
ticipation in national and cultural events, stemming from its role in pro-
moting a culture of volunteerism and instilling the values of social respon-
sibility, as well as supporting initiatives that contribute to developing the 
capabilities of volunteers and involving them in major events hosted by the 
country.

The Doha International Book Fair is considered one of the most promi-
nent cultural events in Qatar and the region, attracting annually a large 
number of publishing houses, intellectuals, and those interested in books 
and knowledge, in addition to its diverse cultural programme that includes 
seminars, dialogues, and accompanying activities for all age groups.

Preparations begin 
for DIBF volunteers
By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

The Qatar Volunteer Centre.
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Dukhan Bank has announced the 
names of the most recent round 
of draw winners for Thara’a, its 

Shariah-compliant savings account, at 
the bank’s headquarters under the su-
pervision of a representative of the Min-
istry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI)’s 
Qualitative Licence and Market Control 
Department.

Talal al-Obaidly and Rami AbuSalah 
each won the top prize of QR20,000, 
while the following winners each received 
QR5,000: Dsilva Dsilva, Ahmed al-Ha-
waj, Andrea Bonfi m, Shaikh Ahmed, Ali 
al-Kuwari, Miguel Perez, Saeed al-Jas-
sim, Jassim al-Romaihi, Nasser al-Tami-
mi, Omer Arslan, Hissa Murad, Ismahine 
Aissi, Khalid al-Tamimi, Ruba Abdulaziz, 
Bakhita al-Abdulla, Abdulaziz al-Ham-
madi, Mashael al-Ibrahim, Fai Chan, Ab-
dulla al-Qahtani, Sherif el-Meslemany, 
Bana Arwani, Abdulaziz al-Qatabri, 
Ayedh al-Qahtani, Choonda Jodibas, 
Layla al-Emadi, Mona al-Yafei, Soud al-
Bardawil, Yousuf al-Yousuf, Abdulkader 
Amer, Abdulla al-Romaihi, Abdulbari 
al-Sadi, Yusuf al-Mutawa, Salma al-
Naimi, Marwan Mhaidat, Noora Hassan, 
Ali Abdulla, Sanad AbuKheraiba, Maytha 
al-Muraikhi, Abdulrahman Fakhroo, 
Maryam Khayat, Tamim al-Abdulla, Ab-
dulla al-Khulaifi , Saad al-Romaihi, Ali 
al-Ibrahim, Maryam al-Heidous, Fawziya 
Maarafi ya, Ibrahim Titouche, Khaza-
na Hussain, Achraf Loghmari, Jassem 
al-Deyab, Hassan al-Mejaba, Saleh al-
Tamimi, Abdullah Khweis, Mouna Ksou-
ri, Hassan al-Malek, Sanaa AbouHasera, 
Lana el-Natsha, Shamsa al-Maadeed, 

Rahat Hussain, and Albandari al-Mana.
Running until December 31, 2026, the 

Thara’a campaign off ers more custom-
ers the chance to win, with four grand 
prizes of QR1mn each, alongside multiple 
monthly prizes, including two monthly 
prizes of QR20,000 and 60 monthly priz-
es of QR5,000, awarded through sched-
uled draws throughout the year.

Customers can open a Thara’a savings 
account through Dukhan Bank’s branch-
es, website, or mobile application and will 
be automatically entered into the cam-
paign draws, subject to meeting the eligi-
bility criteria.

For more information, customers may 
call 8008555 or visit Dukhan Bank’s web-
site.

Dukhan Bank announces May winners Dukhan Bank announces May winners 
in Thara’a savings account prize drawin Thara’a savings account prize draw

The Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) is working to 
strengthen national capaci-

ties in healthcare-associated infec-
tion surveillance and support the 
implementation of a unifi ed national 
programme based on standardised 
criteria and scientifi c evidence.

The ministry said that strength-
ening surveillance systems is a pil-
lar of eff ective infection prevention 
and control programmes, as it ena-
bles healthcare institutions to detect 
risks at an early stage, monitor trends 
and key performance indicators, and 
implement targeted interventions 
that help improve patient outcomes.

The MoPH recently organised a 
national workshop on healthcare-
associated infection surveillance, 
with the participation of around 100 
healthcare professionals from gov-
ernmental, semi-governmental, and 
private sectors.

Attendees included infection 
prevention and control specialists, 
quality and patient safety leaders, 
as well as frontline representatives 
from nurses, physicians, microbiol-

ogists, and pharmacists working in 
hospitals, primary healthcare cen-
tres, and diagnostic and treatment 
facilities.

The workshop reviewed the main 
components of the national surveil-
lance programme and implementa-
tion roadmap, focusing on surveil-
lance objectives and methodologies, 
standardised data collection tools, 
and strengthening the ability to ana-
lyse and use infection prevention 
and control indicators such as surgi-
cal site infections, device-associated 
infections, hand hygiene compli-
ance, and exposure to blood and 
body fl uids.

It also highlighted evidence-based 
best practices for infection preven-
tion, reinforcing the link between 
surveillance and the implementation 
of eff ective preventative measures.

Experts from the MoPH and Ha-
mad Medical Corporation delivered 
comprehensive scientifi c sessions 
covering standardised surveillance 
defi nitions and methodologies, as 
well as approaches to data collection 
and reporting.

There were interactive discus-
sions, simulations, and practical ex-
ercises based on real-life scenarios, 
helping to enhance participants’ 
ability to apply acquired knowledge 
in daily practice and bridge the gap 
between theory and practice.

The ministry stressed that the or-
ganisation of the workshop refl ects 
the growing commitment within the 
healthcare sector to reinforcing in-
fection prevention and control prac-
tices, as well as the importance of 
collaboration and shared responsi-
bility in supporting national health-
care quality initiatives.

The MoPH’s Healthcare Quality 
Department continues to organise 
specialised capacity-building work-
shops aimed at reaching a wider 
range of healthcare professionals 
and supporting them in advancing 
surveillance practices.

These eff orts, the ministry add-
ed, contribute directly to building a 
safer and more sustainable health-
care system in Qatar, where patient 
safety remains a top national prior-
ity. – QNA

Health ministry holds 
workshop to enhance 
infection surveillance

Al Asmakh & Barwa Plaza’s ‘Shop & Win 
Gold’ Ramadan promotion concludes
Al Asmakh & Barwa Plaza Mall has concluded its Ramadan promotion, “Shop & Win Gold”, reward-
ing shoppers with gold prizes worth a total of QR50,000. The gold was sponsored by Malabar 
Gold and Diamonds.
The mall-exclusive campaign, held throughout the holy month of Ramadan, off ered shoppers the 
chance to win 8g gold bars. 
A total of 12 lucky shoppers emerged as winners during the promotion.
Pictured here are Landmark Group Qatar senior vice-president and country head Shumalan Nai-
cker and associate general manager (marketing) Rajgopal with one of the winners.

The annual observance of Interna-
tional Humanitarian Law Day on 
May 9 is a refl ection of a vision that 

highlights the protection of human beings 
during armed confl icts as a deeply rooted 
value long recognised by civilisations and 
legal systems, the Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Justice and chairman of the 
National Committee for International Hu-
manitarian Law (NCIHL), HE Saeed bin 
Abdullah al-Suwaidi, has said.

He said in a statement yesterday that the 
idea of marking this day originated with the 
NCIHL following a comparative historical 
and legal study examining humanitarian 
models in ancient civilisations and monotheistic religions.

The study concluded that the instructions of Caliph Abu 
Bakr al-Siddiq to the army of Usama bin Zaid represent one 
of the historical texts closest, in content and principles, to the 
provisions and principles of modern international humanitar-
ian law.

HE al-Suwaidi said that the Qatar Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS), in co-ordination with the NCIHL, adopted the initia-
tive and presented it during the 42nd session of the Council of 
Foreign Ministers of the Member States of the Organisation of 
Islamic Co-operation (OIC), held in Kuwait in 2015.

At the 2015 session in Kuwait, May 9 was adopted as Inter-
national Humanitarian Law Day through a resolution based on 
a recommendation from the Islamic Committee of the Inter-
national Crescent.

The NCIHL chairman added that the selection of this date is 
not religious in nature, but rather grounded in its humanitar-
ian and legal dimensions, as it refl ects a historically advanced 
model embodying the principles on which modern interna-
tional humanitarian law is based.

The offi  cial pointed out that the charter includes advanced 
humanitarian rules consistent with contemporary principles 

of international humanitarian law, includ-
ing the protection of civilians, the prohibi-
tion of mutilation of bodies, the protection 
of places of worship, and safeguarding the 
environment and resources essential for ci-
vilian survival during armed confl icts.

HE al-Suwaidi affi  rmed that Qatar con-
tinues to play a leading role in supporting 
and promoting international humanitarian 
law and disseminating its principles.

He added that the NCIHL will work to 
propose an initiative to designate May 9 
as International Humanitarian Law Day 
across the Arab world through the Arab 
Permanent Committee for International 

Humanitarian Law of the League of Arab States.
HE al-Suwaidi further noted that the initiative will be pre-

sented, in co-operation with Arab, Islamic, and friendly com-
mittees concerned with international humanitarian law, dur-
ing the Sixth Global Meeting of National Committees and 
Similar Bodies on International Humanitarian Law, organised 
by the International Committee of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent, with the aim of adopting the day globally and rais-
ing awareness of shared humanitarian values underpinning the 
law.

He said that the Arab and Islamic committees for interna-
tional humanitarian law mark the occasion annually through 
seminars, workshops, and awareness programmes, stressing 
the commitment of Qatar’s NCIHL to continue organising 
scholarly and awareness-raising events that promote a culture 
of respect for international humanitarian law and reinforce the 
values of human dignity in all circumstances.

The offi  cial stressed that respect for human dignity is a legal 
and moral obligation, calling for greater awareness of interna-
tional humanitarian law across all sectors of society and for 
embedding its principles in daily practice, both in peacetime 
and during armed confl ict. – QNA

International Humanitarian Law Day ‘refl ects 
values rooted in civilisations, legal systems’

HE Saeed bin Abdullah al-Suwaidi

From Page 1

In addition, Jasim al-Az-
zawi, an experienced news 
anchor, programme presenter 
and media instructor, will 
contribute opinion pieces and 
insights drawing on his ex-
tensive career in international 
broadcasting and journalism.

The inclusion of these con-
tributors marks a signifi cant 
step in enhancing the breadth 
and depth of Gulf Times’s edi-
torial content.

Their collective experience 
spans academia, policy, media 
and strategic analysis, off er-
ing readers diverse perspec-
tives on global issues.

This initiative aligns with 
the newspaper’s broader edi-
torial strategy to provide au-
thoritative commentary and 
informed analysis that sup-
ports a deeper understanding 
of developments shaping the 
region and the world.

By bringing together voices 
with extensive international 
experience and subject-mat-
ter expertise, Gulf Times aims 
to further position itself as a 
platform for credible, thought-
provoking journalism that con-
nects regional insights with 
global perspectives.

The newly appointed con-
tributors are expected to begin 
publishing regularly, off ering 
readers informed viewpoints 
and in-depth analysis across 
a range of topics critical to to-
day’s rapidly evolving global 
landscape.

Gulf Times adds 
distinguished 
international 
contributors
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MoECC celebrates World Migratory Bird Day

The Ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Change 
(MoECC) celebrated World 

Migratory Bird Day 2026, ob-
served annually on May 9, under 
the theme “Every Bird Matters - 
Your Observations Make a Diff er-
ence”, with the aim of highlight-
ing the importance of community 
participation in monitoring and 
documenting bird sightings to 
support scientifi c eff orts to pro-
tect migratory birds and preserve 
their natural habitats.

In a statement issued yester-
day, the ministry affi  rmed that 
the celebration comes within the 
framework of its eff orts to raise 
environmental awareness about 
the signifi cance of migratory birds 
and their role in maintaining eco-
logical balance. It noted that mi-
gratory birds are vital indicators 
of environmental health and the 
sustainability of natural resources, 
as well as an important component 
of Qatar’s rich biodiversity.

The ministry pointed out that 
Qatar represents an important 
stopover point along bird migra-
tion routes, with numerous species 
crossing its skies and settling in 
its diverse natural environments. 
These birds benefi t from a range 
of habitats, particularly coastal 
areas, mangrove forests, meadows, 
salt fl ats, and water bodies, which 
provide safe spaces for resting and 
feeding during seasonal migration.

According to environmental 
data, Qatar serves as an important 
migration corridor for around 300 
bird species, of which approxi-
mately 280 species have been re-
corded. Most are migratory birds 
passing through the country dur-
ing annual migration seasons, 
including the Greater Flamingo, 
Painted Bee-eater, Hoopoe, and 
Eurasian Oystercatcher, in addi-
tion to several other coastal and 
terrestrial species.

Director of the Public Relations 
and Communications Depart-
ment at the Ministry, Farhoud 
Hadi al-Hajri, said the ministry’s 
participation in World Migra-
tory Bird Day refl ects the national 
awareness role in highlighting the 
importance of wildlife and pro-
moting a culture of protecting 
birds and their habitats, in line 
with Qatar National Vision 2030 
and the state’s commitment to 
environmental sustainability.

Al-Hajri added that this year’s 
theme refl ects the important role 
community members can play 
in supporting environmental 

knowledge through observation, 
monitoring, and documentation. 
He stressed that every docu-
mented sighting of a migratory 
bird represents a valuable con-
tribution to scientifi c data and 
helps researchers and special-
ists better understand migration 
routes and the changes aff ecting 
bird populations and habitats.

He noted that the ministry, 
through its awareness programmes 
and platforms, encourages mem-
bers of the public, particularly 
environmental enthusiasts and 
birdwatchers, to regard migratory 
birds as a natural resource deserv-
ing protection and to avoid prac-
tices that may negatively aff ect 
their well-being or habitats.

For his part, Director of the 
Wildlife Development Depart-
ment Khalid Juma al-Muhannadi 
affi  rmed that migratory birds are 
a vital element of biodiversity, 
playing a key role in seed disper-
sal, maintaining ecological bal-
ance, and reducing certain pests, 
in addition to serving as indica-
tors of ecosystem health.

Al-Muhannadi noted that Qa-
tar’s environment hosts many bird 
species during migration seasons, 
including the Greater Flamingo, 
Bee-eater, Hoopoe, and Eurasian 
Oystercatcher, underscoring the 
ecological value of the country’s 
natural areas as transit and rest-
ing points along intercontinental 
migration routes.

He explained that protecting 
natural habitats is a fundamental 
aspect of conserving migratory 
birds, emphasising that coastal ar-
eas, mangrove forests, meadows, 
and water bodies play a crucial role 
in providing suitable environments 
during their long journeys. He 
stressed the need to preserve these 
habitats and limit practices that 

may disrupt ecological balance.
The Director of the Wildlife 

Development Department also 
stressed the need to avoid dis-
turbance to birds or approaching 
nesting and gathering sites, and 
adhering to sound environmental 
practices when visiting natural 
areas, in order to preserve these 
species and ensure that Qatar re-
mains a safe haven for migratory 
birds during migration seasons.

The ministry further called on 
members of the public to contrib-
ute to bird monitoring and docu-
menting sightings using scientifi c 
methods and specialised applica-
tions, in support of community 
participation in environmental 
action and to enrich databases re-
lated to migratory birds and their 
migration routes.

This year’s celebration coin-
cides with the 60th anniversary 
of the World Waterbird Census, 
refl ecting the growing role of 
scientifi c monitoring and com-
munity participation in protect-
ing migratory birds globally, as 
well as the complementary role 
of individuals and institutions in 
preserving migration routes and 
natural habitats. (QNA)

Qatar urges international community to confront repeated Israeli violations
QNA
New York

The State of Qatar stressed 
the need for the interna-
tional community to fulfi l 

its responsibilities in confront-
ing repeated Israeli violations and 
implementing relevant United 
Nations Security Council reso-
lutions, including Resolutions 
2334 and 2803. It also reaffi  rmed 
its support for eff orts aimed at 
achieving a just and comprehen-
sive peace, as well as its steadfast 
backing for the Palestinian cause 
and the resilience of the Palestin-
ian people, based on international 
legitimacy and the two-state so-
lution, including the establish-
ment of an independent Palestin-

ian state on the 1967 borders with 
East Jerusalem as its capital.

The remarks came in the state-
ment of the State of Qatar deliv-
ered by HE the Permanent Repre-
sentative of the State of Qatar to 
the United Nations, Sheikha Alya 
Ahmed bin Saif al-Thani, during 
an Arria-formula meeting of the 
Security Council on the situation 
in the West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem. The meeting was or-
ganised by the United Kingdom, 
the French Republic, the Kingdom 
of Denmark, the Hellenic Repub-
lic, and the Republic of Latvia at 
the UN headquarters in New York.

HE Sheikha Alya said the meet-
ing came at a timely moment to 
highlight the ongoing escalation 
in the occupied West Bank, in-
cluding East Jerusalem, despite 

eff orts to achieve peace and end 
the war in the Gaza Strip through 
the comprehensive plan proposed 

by the President of the United 
States Donald Trump.

She said the settlement activities 

were illegal and constituted a fl a-
grant violation of international law, 
Security Council resolutions and 
the 2024 advisory opinion issued by 
the International Court of Justice.

In that context, Sheikha Alya 
expressed the country’s condem-
nation of the Israeli occupation’s 
decision to designate land in the 
occupied West Bank as so-called 
“state land”, and its rejection of 
all measures aimed at altering 
the demographic composition, 
character and legal status of the 
occupied Palestinian territories, 
including East Jerusalem.

She stressed that such meas-
ures constitute an assault on the 
viability of a Palestinian state 
and on the implementation of the 
two-state solution, and under-
mine ongoing eff orts to achieve 

peace and stability, including the 
20-point plan on Gaza.

She also added that the State 
of Qatar condemned the incur-
sions into the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
compound by Israeli offi  cials and 
settlers and the raising of the Is-
raeli fl ag within its courtyards, 
describing the actions as a fl agrant 
violation of international law and a 
provocation to Muslims around the 
world. She underscored the need to 
preserve the existing legal and his-
torical status quo in Jerusalem and 
its Islamic and Christian holy sites.

HE Sheikha Alya also noted Qa-
tar’s condemnation of the escalat-
ing violence by settlers against Pal-
estinians, including recent attacks 
on schools and Palestinian children, 
calling for accountability for those 
responsible for these violations.

Qatar-European ties to attain new heights in diverse areas
By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

The potential scope of co-
operation between Qatar 
and Finland is expanding 

and set to cover many areas, in-
cluding tourism, civil defence, 
education, culture, high-tech 
services, and clean energy, among 
others, according to Finnish am-
bassador Juma Mustonen.

Speaking to the media on the 
occasion of Europe Day, cele-
brated annually on May 9, he said 
Qatar is a key and vital strategic 
partner to Europe, as Europe-
GCC relations are “of great im-
portance” and “set to grow even 
further in all fi elds” beyond busi-
ness and economy and extends to 
people-to-people relationships. 

The ambassador noted that 
Finland has immense experience 
in disaster management and civil 
defence, noting “big opportuni-
ties for mutual co-operation.”

Qatar and Finland have very 
successful and growing co-opera-
tion in the fi eld of education with 
the Qatar-Finland International 
School with more than 10 years of 
established success. 

More co-operation in this fi eld 
is set to happen in the future 
building on such successes. Fur-
ther, there are major technological 
and networking companies work-
ing in Qatar and off er sophisti-

cated technology in various fi elds, 
including health services. 

The ambassador expects that 
both countries are heading towards 
“more open fi elds of eff ective co-
operation” that go beyond the al-
ready “excellent state relations”, 
extending to direct people-to-peo-
ple relations, especially in culture, 
tourism and student exchange. 

He said more eff orts are be-
ing exerted to further introduce 
Finland’s business community to 
Qatar investors and vice versa to 
enhance mutual investment op-
portunities in both countries for 
the private sector. He also stressed 
that Qatar and Finland have a 
shared view of the importance of 
peaceful negotiations to settle dis-
putes and overcome the state of 
uncertainties imposed by the on-
going war, which negatively impact 
the lives of people. Both countries 
are considered two big actors in 
extending humanitarian aid to the 
targeted vulnerable people around 
the world, he emphasised.

Mustonen stressed that Qatar-
European ties are expanding, cit-
ing the partnership between Fin-

land and Qatar formalised during 
a high-level seminar held earlier at 
the UN House in Doha titled ‘Gulf, 
Nordic, and Europe: The New 
Strategic Partnership for Human 
Capital and Digital-Driven Future 
Economies’. 

The seminar, co-organised by 
the embassies of Finland and Swe-
den, the Unesco Regional Offi  ce 
for the Gulf States and Yemen, and 
the Delegation of the EU to Qatar, 
brought together policymakers, 
diplomats, academics, and inter-
national experts to explore the 
future of Gulf-European co-op-
eration in an increasingly complex 
global environment. 

Addressing participants, Musto-
nen described the event as a refl ec-
tion of the evolving relationship 
between Europe and the Gulf re-
gion, particularly the growing rec-
ognition that partnerships centred 
on human capital, innovation, ed-

ucation, and digital transformation 
will defi ne the next era of interna-
tional co-operation.

The ambassador noted that Qa-
tar has emerged as a key strategic 
partner for both Finland and the 
EU, citing the country’s role as a 
regional mediator, an advocate of 
multilateral dialogue, and a lead-
er in future-oriented economic 
transformation. He stressed that 
Qatar’s commitment to knowl-
edge-based development aligns 
closely with Finland’s own national 
priorities in education, technology, 
sustainability, and innovation.

“Finland sees Qatar not only 
as an important Gulf partner, but 
as a country that shares many of 
Europe’s long-term aspirations 
regarding human development, 
digital advancement, and interna-
tional co-operation,” Mustonen 
said, adding that the relationship 
between Qatar and Europe has ma-

tured signifi cantly in recent years, 
moving beyond traditional eco-
nomic and energy co-operation to-
ward broader strategic engagement.

Mustonen highlighted that the 
Doha seminar represented a tran-
sition “from dialogue to delivery”, 
echoing the broader European ef-
fort to build more structured and 
practical co-operation mechanisms 
with Gulf partners. The event fol-
lowed the momentum generated by 
the Nordic-Gulf dialogue launched 
in Doha in December 2025 and re-
inforced a growing commitment to 
actionable partnerships. 

The ambassador pointed out 
that the relationship between Qa-
tar and Europe has gained new 
relevance as the international sys-
tem undergoes profound changes. 
Against the backdrop of geopoliti-
cal tensions, evolving global alli-
ances, and economic disruption, 
European countries are increas-
ingly looking toward reliable and 
forward-looking regional partners.

“Europe today is reassessing its 
strategic posture in this changing 
environment, Qatar and the Gulf 
region have become indispensable 
partners in supporting stability, 
connectivity, innovation, and sus-
tainable growth,” Mustonen said.

Mustonen noted Qatar’s ac-
tive diplomatic role and its abil-
ity to maintain dialogue across 
multiple international actors as a 
valuable contribution to regional 
and global stability. 

 “Finland and Qatar are united 
by a shared belief that invest-
ing in people is the foundation of 
national resilience and economic 
competitiveness. There is enor-
mous potential for our countries to 
co-operate in digital governance, 
education reform, artifi cial intelli-
gence, green technologies, and in-
novation-driven growth,” he said.

Mustonen also stressed the im-
portance of strengthening people-
to-people connections between 
Qatar and Europe. Educational 
exchange programmes, academic 
partnerships, and research collab-
oration were identifi ed as essen-
tial pillars for building long-term 
trust and mutual understanding. 

“Expanding participation in 
European initiatives, such as Eras-
mus+ and Horizon Europe, along-
side deeper co-operation between 
Gulf and Nordic universities, is 
considered as a priority for the 
coming years,” he added.

Finland’s ambassador to Qatar 
Juma Mustonen.

Qatar has emerged as a key 
strategic partner for both 
Finland and the EU, citing the 
country’s role as a regional 
mediator, an advocate of 
multilateral dialogue, and 
a leader in future-oriented 
economic transformation

Participants at ‘Gulf, Nordic, and Europe’ seminar.

United Development Com-
pany (UDC), master de-
veloper of The Pearl Island 

and Gewan Island, will launch the 
second edition of its Women’s 
Padel Tournament 2026 today 
(May 10) following the strong 
success of its inaugural edition.

The initiative is exclusively 
open to residents of the two is-
lands, reinforcing UDC’s ongoing 
commitment to promoting an ac-
tive, inclusive, and community-
focused lifestyle across its devel-
opments.

The tournament kicks off  to-
day, with the semi-fi nals taking 
place on May 12 and the fi nals on 
May 14. Matches will run from 
6pm-8pm at the padel courts in 
Fanar Fayrouz – Temba Arena. A 
total of eight teams is expected to 
participate, creating a vibrant and 
engaging atmosphere of friendly 
competition and social connec-
tion.

Engineer Abdullatif Ali al-
Yafei, UDC executive director of 
Public Services, said: “Women 
represent a vital and dynamic 
part of our community, and we 
are committed to creating mean-
ingful opportunities that support 
their engagement, well-being, 
and active participation. 

“Following the success of the 
fi rst edition, we are proud to bring 
this tournament back, further re-
inforcing our eff orts to promote 
healthy lifestyles and strengthen 
community bonds across The 
Pearl Island and Gewan Island.”

The initiative aligns with 
UDC’s broader vision to position 
its developments as leading des-
tinations for sports, leisure, and 
high-quality living experiences. 

Through curated community 
events such as this tournament, 
UDC continues to enhance resi-
dent engagement while fostering 
a strong sense of belonging.

The Women’s Padel Tourna-
ment off ers participants and 
spectators alike an exciting op-

portunity to enjoy the sport in a 
lively and engaging setting, with 
prizes adding to the competitive 
spirit. Whether competing on the 
court or cheering from the side-
lines, residents are invited to be 
part of this unique community 
experience.

UDC set to launch 2nd women’s padel 
tourney for The Pearl, Gewan residents

Winners during the inaugural edition of the competition. (File photo)

New research vessel to spur marine monitoring
From Page 1

The vessel will also bolster ma-
rine environment assessment pro-
grammes run by the Marine Protec-
tion Department in co-ordination 
with the Environmental Monitor-
ing and Inspection Department 
and other units, including Wildlife 
Development, Nature Reserves, and 
Environmental Monitoring.

Director of the Environmental 
Monitoring and Inspection De-
partment Hassan al-Qasimi said 
the vessel pairs operational effi  -

ciency with lower running costs 
than larger boats. The 45-foot 
craft, which can carry up to 12 
people, is powered by four engines 
that enable it to cover long dis-
tances at speed, improving ma-
rine coverage during both routine 
and emergency missions.

He added that the vessel is 
equipped with advanced naviga-
tion and communication systems, 
including GPS, radar, and the 
Starlink satellite network, ensur-
ing continuous contact with fi eld 
teams in remote waters and sup-

porting more effi  cient monitoring 
and research work.

The vessel also houses an on-
board environmental laboratory 
for preliminary analyses and fi eld 
sample processing, along with 
a crane for handling research 
equipment. It is fi tted with wa-
ter-quality monitoring systems, 
marine sediment sampling tools, 
plankton nets, and dedicated stor-
age for diving cylinders, support-
ing scientifi c and fi eld missions 
with high standards of safety and 
effi  ciency.
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Sheikh Moe al-Thani attends GU-Q convocation
Qatari adventurer Sheikh 

Mohammed (Moe) bin Ab-
dulla al-Thani has urged 

Georgetown Qatar’s (GU-Q) grad-
uating Class of 2026 to choose 
purpose and resilience.

“Find your mountain, that one 
thing that lights your soul on fi re. 
Climb it. And then hold the door 
for others,” stated Sheikh Moham-
med, the fi rst Qatari to reach the 
highest peak on all seven conti-
nents and ski to the South Pole.

For a group of graduates whose 
experiences over the past four 
years shaped them in profound 
ways, the presence of the Qatari 
adventurer and businessman car-
ried particular weight. 

Sheikh Mohammed, who is also 
chairman of Musafi r.com and High 
Camp Holding Company, urged 
graduates to pursue their dreams 
but don’t forget to live a meaning-
ful life.

“You are never at the top for 
more than a moment at a time. 
Power, fame, and money are the 
tools, not the destination. Chase 
them if they serve your purpose, 
but they are not the mountain. The 
mountain is that at the end of your 
life, someone’s life is better be-
cause you are in it,” he said. 

For many graduates, Sheikh 
Mohammed’s message matched 
the reality of their time at GU-Q. 
Parents, siblings, peers, faculty, 
and staff  fi lled the room to cel-
ebrate the accomplishments of the 
121 Bachelor of Science in Foreign 
Service graduates and 27 Executive 
Master’s alumni, many of whom 

faced diffi  cult and deeply personal 
challenges throughout their years 
at the university.

The undergraduate Class of 
2026 started college when masks 
and Covid-19 restrictions still 
shaped daily life. Over the next 
four years, they watched wars un-
fold in Sudan, Ukraine, Yemen, 
Gaza, and Lebanon, while political 
changes across the region aff ected 
many of their lives personally. For 

some students, those confl icts 
were not distant headlines, but 
realities impacting their families, 
communities, and classmates.

In their fi nal semester, the war 
with Iran and Iran’s targeting of 
the GCC fractured the campus it-
self, separating students from one 
another, when they should have 
been celebrating together. 

The geopolitical map they stud-
ied in classrooms shifted beneath 

their feet in real time. No cohort 
could have been better placed to 
understand what was happening — 
or better prepared to respond.

At the Tropaia Awards ceremony 
last week, student speaker Remas 
Alhawari, a Palestinian-Jordani-
an International Politics major, 
stood before her peers and stated 
what they had all endured. She 
said “none of it diminished” what 
GU-Q had given them.

“The privilege that came with 
this place will follow you. It will sit 
quietly in the background until you 
deliver,” she said. 

Against everything, the Class of 
2026 leaves behind a record that 
holds under pressure and excels: 
Twenty-two students earned hon-
ours in the major. Nine were in-
ducted into Phi Beta Kappa. Two 
won Schwarzman Scholarships. 
Graduates will continue their 

studies at institutions, includ-
ing the University of Cambridge, 
Sciences Po, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, Tsinghua University, and 
through the Erasmus Mundus Pro-
gramme — destinations that re-
fl ect both their high ambitions and 
broad preparation.

Dean Safwan Masri, joined GU-Q 
at a time when the Class of 2026 
arrived at the university as fresh-
men students. Masri who con-
cludes his own tenure this year, 
sent the students off  with a 
charge that wove together the 
institution’s Jesuit and Islamic tra-
ditions.  “The Jesuit ideal of being 
people for others calls us beyond 
the narrow borders of the self. The 
Islamic ideals of justice, mercy, 
duty, and the dignity of knowledge 
deepen that call. Your education, in 
this sense, is generational. It pre-
pares you to build futures com-
mensurate with the needs of our 
time,” Masri said.  As Masri and the 
Class of 2026 embark on the next 
stage of their journeys, they leave 
behind a legacy that has helped 
establish Georgetown Qatar as a 
regional hub of excellence. 

The university admitted just 
9% of applicants into its incoming 
class this year and saw applica-
tions surge 92%, the highest level 
of interest in GU-Q’s history. And 
with the off ering of a new major in 
Science, Technology and Interna-
tional Aff airs, one of the few pro-
grammes of its kind in the region, 
GU-Q continues to position itself 
as a proving ground for the next 
generation of global leaders.

QRCS marks World Red Cross, 
Red Crescent Day 2026
Qatar Red Crescent Society 

(QRCS) joined all sister na-
tional societies in celebrat-

ing World Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Day, observed on May 8.

Under this year’s theme ‘Unit-
ed in Humanity’, QRCS called for 
putting humanity fi rst, particu-
larly by respecting the Red Cres-
cent and Red Cross emblems worn 
by frontline aid workers: those who 
risk their lives and face immense 
challenges to save lives and allevi-
ate people’s suff ering.

Engineer Ebrahim bin Hashim 
al-Sada, managing director – 
secretary-general of QRCS, said: 
“Throughout its almost-half-a-
century history, QRCS has been a 
perfect representation of Qatar’s 
impressive humanitarian image. 

“As an active member of the 
International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement, its large-
scale relief and development op-
erations go far beyond borders to 
reach out to aff ected and unders-
erved people in the four corners of 
the world.”

He said, “At all times, humanity 
has been our driving force to work 
harder and smarter towards the 
ultimate goal of serving humanity 
everywhere, without partiality or 
discrimination.

“At the same time, we harness 
the power of humanitarian diplo-
macy to advocate for the causes 
of vulnerable victims of disasters, 
confl icts, and poverty, inspired 
by the noble religious teachings, 
genuine Qatari traditions, and fun-
damental principles of the move-
ment.”

Al-Sada noted that the world 
needs to enforce international laws 
and conventions that protect both 
civilians and aid workers during 

armed confl icts. Over the past few 
years, there has been an alarming 
increase in attacks on humani-
tarian workers, who were visibly 
wearing Red Crescent or Red Cross 
emblems and were by no means in-
volved in hostilities. 

“Sadly, we at QRCS have lost be-
loved colleagues who were heroi-
cally providing relief and medical 
services in Syria, Gaza, and other 
confl ict zones,” said al-Sada, add-
ing that such actions are “blatant 
violations of the underlying prin-
ciples of international humanitar-
ian law (IHL) and the four Geneva 
Conventions”, as well as “grave be-
trayals of humanity.”

He added: “Aid workers are not 
just service providers; they are, 
fi rst and foremost, human beings. 
Most of them come from the very 
aff ected local communities. They 
choose to volunteer and help their 
friends, neighbours, and family 
members. This should never make 
them a target. They deserve recog-
nition and support.” 

Kate Forbes, president of the In-
ternational Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), 
and Mirjana Spoljaric Egger, presi-
dent of the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC), issued 
joint statements.

“Across confl icts and crises, we 
are witnessing a dangerous erosion 
of the very values and safeguards 
designed to preserve human life 
and dignity. Too many of our col-
leagues have been killed.  When 
those who care for the wounded, 
evacuate the injured, or keep 
health services running are at-
tacked, the loss goes far beyond 
individual lives. Communities 
lose a lifeline. Trust is shaken. Our 
shared humanity is diminished,” 
the statement read.

It added: “On May 8, we call on 
all those with infl uence and re-
sponsibility to uphold the protec-
tions that civilians, medical per-
sonnel, humanitarian workers, and 
communities depend on. Respect 
for the emblems, for humanitarian 

rules and principles, is therefore 
essential. 

“Today, we also say to colleagues 
across our movement: we see you, 
we thank you, and we stand with 
you. At a time when division, vio-
lence, and disregard for human 
suff ering are testing the limits, the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Move-
ment remains united in humanity,” 
the statement said.

Mirjana Spoljaric Egger, president of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC).

Kate Forbes, president of the 
International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC).

Engineer Ebrahim bin Hashim 
al-Sada, managing director – 
secretary-general of QRCS.

Msheireb Properties wins 
four Communitas Awards

Msheireb Properties has 
received four Com-
munitas Awards, un-

derlining its pioneering role as a 
regional leader in smart, sustain-
able urban development and rec-
ognising its approach to corpo-
rate social responsibility through 
strategic partnerships spanning 
education, technology, health-
care, inclusivity, and youth de-
velopment.

The Communitas Awards, 
an international initiative, rec-
ognises organisations that go 
beyond business objectives to 
deliver social, environmental, 
and economic value. This marks 
Msheireb Properties’ second 
major recognition, following its 
success at the SEAL (Sustain-
ability, Environmental Achieve-
ment & Leadership) Business 
Sustainability Awards in Febru-
ary this year.

Msheireb Properties won 
three sustainability awards, 
demonstrating its commitment 
to reducing its environmental 
footprint. Initiatives highlighted 
include the Green Roofs Project, 
which cools urban spaces by 
improving energy effi  ciency, 
managing stormwater, and sup-
porting biodiversity, as well as 
the Liquid3 bioreactor, which 
captures carbon dioxide and air-
borne pollutants far faster than 
conventional trees. Msheireb 
Downtown Doha is fully sustain-
able, with all buildings either 
Gold or Platinum LEED-certi-
fi ed, accumulating 32 Platinum 
certifi cates and 42 Gold certifi -
cates respectively.

The fourth award, for Excel-
lence in Community Service, 
recognised Msheireb Museums 
as a dynamic platform for com-
munity engagement and cul-
tural dialogue. The four historic 

houses of Bin Jelmood House, 
Company House, Mohammed 
Bin Jassim House, and Radwani 
House have been transformed 
into a vibrant cultural destina-
tion that extends beyond tradi-
tional museum displays, serving 
as the centre for community col-
laboration, social dialogue, and 
the preservation of Qatar’s na-
tional narrative.

Through a strategic ecosys-
tem of community partnerships, 
Msheireb Museums has engaged 
thousands of community mem-
bers by positioning heritage as a 
living, accessible, and evolving 
experience. 

In the past year alone, the 
museums hosted more than 25 
events developed in collabora-
tion with local and international 
partners, including youth sum-
mits, collaborations with gov-
ernment entities and embassies, 
and science cafés.

Engineer Ali al-Kuwari, CEO 
of Msheireb Properties, said: 
“Winning four Communitas 
Awards across sustainability and 
community service refl ects the 
dual commitment that defi nes 
Msheireb Properties. 

“In Msheireb Downtown 
Doha, we built a city where envi-
ronmental responsibility is em-
bedded in every structure, and in 
Msheireb Museums, we created 
a living platform where heritage 
fuels dialogue and strengthens 
community bonds.”

He added: “Together, they 
represent a single vision: that 
sustainable urban development 
and cultural preservation are not 
parallel pursuits but inseparable 
ones. This international recogni-
tion affi  rms the strength of that 
vision, and deepens our resolve 
to advance it as a model that res-
onates well beyond Qatar.”

Ibtechar celebrates winners of 8th Sanea Competition

Ibtechar has concluded the 
eighth edition of the Sanea 
Competition in a closing cer-

emony that brought together stu-
dents, teachers, and industry lead-
ers to celebrate the achievements 
of Qatar’s next generation of in-
novators. 

A total of 17 teams from 10 
schools across northern Qatar 
participated in this year’s edition, 
showcasing a wide range of inno-
vative projects developed through 
the 2025-2026 Sanea programme. 

The six-month STEM-focused 
experience engaged over 80 stu-
dents and 20 teachers, fostering 
hands-on learning and innovation. 
As part of the programme, teach-
ers also received advanced train-
ing, while students developed the 
skills needed to transform innova-
tive ideas into practical, working 
prototypes.     

Teams presented their fi nal 
projects to an expert panel of judg-
es, showcasing technology-driven 

solutions built on critical thinking, 
collaboration, and problem solv-
ing, while demonstrating a strong 
understanding of the design proc-
ess, product functionality, and real-
world application. Projects were 
evaluated based on criteria includ-
ing innovation, technical execution, 
teamwork, and presentation.

Prizes were awarded across the 
Preparatory and Secondary grade 
levels, recognising outstanding 
achievement in innovation, tech-
nical execution, and real-world 
impact. Across the Preparatory 

grades, AMANIX from English 
Modern School secured fi rst place, 
followed by The Bus Guard from 
Etqan Global Academy (Girls) in 
second place, and AcoustiCore 
from Nord Anglia International 
School in third place.

Across the Secondary grades, 
CalmBand from Al Khor Interna-
tional School secured fi rst place, 
followed by Nord Anglia Interna-
tional School in second place for 
its Room Air Quality Monitoring 
device and app, and The Pulse of 
Corridors from Al Andalus School 

for Girls in third place. Gold, Silver, 
and Bronze awards were also pre-
sented across both categories, rec-
ognising outstanding achievement 
from all participating teams.

Nayef al-Ibrahim, co-founder 
and CEO of Ibtechar, said: “What 
we are celebrating today goes be-
yond a competition. It shows what 
becomes possible when young 
people are empowered with the 
space, tools, and trust to innovate, 
they become the innovators shap-
ing Qatar’s future. Across schools 
in Qatar, we have seen students 
move from curiosity to confi dence, 
and from ideas to real-world 
solutions.”

Since its inception in 2016, the 
Sanea Competition has empow-
ered more than 500 Qatari youth 
to innovate through hands-on dis-
covery and creative problem-solv-
ing. Ibtechar has also trained over 
180 teachers to provide technical 
and mentorship support, resulting 
over 200 project submissions.

Ooredoo, beIN renew ties

Ooredoo has extended its 
partnership with beIN 
MEDIA GROUP (beIN), 

to ensure customers across the 
country continue to enjoy access 
to the world-class sports and 
entertainment content, includ-
ing the 2026 FIFA World Cup in 
USA, Canada and Mexico.

The agreement was signed by 
Ooredoo Qatar CEO Sheikh Ali 
bin Jabor bin Mohammad al-
Thani and beIN MENA CEO Mo-
hammad Abdulaziz al-Subaie.  

Sheikh Ali said, “Sports and 

entertainment bring people 
together, across borders, lan-
guages, and generations. By 
combining advanced connectiv-
ity with world-class sports and 
entertainment, we are creating a 
seamless digital experience that 
evolves with our customers’ ex-
pectations.”

Al-Subaie added: “Our re-
newed partnership with Ooredoo 
refl ects a shared vision to deliver 
unparalleled access to premium 
sports and entertainment expe-
riences.”

Students of Georgetown Qatar’s graduating Class of 2026.
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UK sending warship to Middle East ahead of Hormuz mission

AFP
London

The UK will send a destroyer 
to the Middle East ahead of 
any international mission 

to help protect shipping in the 
key Strait of Hormuz, its defence 
ministry said yesterday.

“The pre-positioning of HMS 
Dragon is part of prudent plan-
ning that will ensure that the UK 
is ready, as part of a multinational 

coalition jointly led by the UK and 
France, to secure the strait, when 
conditions allow,” a ministry 
spokesperson told AFP.

Britain and France said last 
month that military plans to se-
cure the Strait of Hormuz were 
coming together and would suc-
ceed in restoring trade fl ows 
through the vital passage.

The MoD said deploying HMS 
Dragon would strengthen the 
confi dence of commercial ship-
ping and support mine clearance 

eff orts once hostilities end.
At a two-day meeting in Lon-

don in April involving more than 
44 countries, military planners 
discussed the practicalities of a 
multinational mission led by the 
UK and France to protect naviga-
tion in the key waterway.

Some 40 countries are under-
stood to have agreed to partici-
pate in plans for the mission to 
free up navigation in Hormuz.

Before the US-Israel war on 
Iran started on February 28, 

about a fi fth of the world’s oil was 
shipped through the strait.

But that has dwindled in past 
months. Iran largely closed the 
strait, throwing global markets 
into turmoil and driving up oil 
prices. The US later imposed its 
own blockade of Iranian ports in 
response.

Yesterday Iran questioned the 
seriousness of American diplo-
macy to bring about a ceasefi re in 
the wake of renewed naval clashes 
in the Gulf region.

Indonesia rescuers retrieve hiker’s body after volcanic eruption

AFP
Jakarta

Indonesian rescuers retrieved 
yesterday the body of one of 
three hikers killed in a volcan-

ic eruption in a seismically active 
no-go zone, a rescue offi  cial said.

Mount Dukono on Halmahera 
island erupted on Friday, sending 
an ash cloud 10km (6 miles) into 
the sky, with no towns or villages 
near enough to face any immedi-
ate threat.

The eruption killed two hik-
ers from Singapore and one from 
Indonesia, local police chief Er-
lichson Pasaribu said on Friday.

Seventeen other climbers, in-
cluding seven Singaporeans, had 

been brought down safely.
Rescuers combing the area 

around the edge of the volcano’s 
crater found a woman’s body, 
local search and rescue agency 
head Iwan Ramdani said, without 
specifying her nationality.

“The joint search and rescue 
team... found the dead victim at 
2:30pm (0530 GMT) along with 
her backpack,” Iwan said in a 
statement.

The body was transported to a 
local hospital for identification, 
he added.

Images shared by the rescue 
agency showed a team carrying 
a black body bag on a makeshift 
stretcher down the mountain.

The search for the remaining 
victims has been suspended due 

to rains and volcanic ash and will 
resume on Sunday, Iwan said.

The volcano erupted again sev-
eral times yesterday, once spew-
ing an ash column about three 
kilometres (1.8 miles) high, ac-
cording to the national Centre for 
Volcanology and Geological Haz-
ard Mitigation.

Preliminary information sug-
gested the two Singaporeans’ 
bodies were about 20-30m (65-
100 feet) from the rim of the cra-
ter, national disaster mitigation 
agency spokesman Abdul Muhari 
said in a statement.

Singaporean media quoted the 
foreign ministry saying it was 
working with the embassy in Ja-
karta to provide assistance to af-
fected citizens and families.

Dukono, one of Indonesia’s 
most active volcanoes, has been 
on level two of the country’s four-
tiered alert system since 2008.

Authorities have imposed a 4km 
(2.5-mile) exclusion zone around 
the crater since December 2024, 
according Lana Saria, the head of 
the government’s Geology Agency.

The police’s Erlichson said on 
Friday that the hikers had ignored 
social media appeals and warning 
signs put up at the entrance of the 
trail to stay away.

Indonesia, a vast archipelago 
nation, experiences frequent seis-
mic and volcanic activity due to 
its position on the Pacifi c “Ring of 
Fire” where tectonic plates collide.

The Southeast Asian country 
has nearly 130 active volcanoes.

Indonesia detains over 300 foreigners in gambling crackdown

AFP
Jakarta

Indonesian authorities have 
detained more than 300 for-
eign nationals this week for 

allegedly running an online gam-
bling ring in the capital Jakarta, 
police said yesterday.

Gambling is illegal in the ar-
chipelago, with punishments ex-
tended to bookmakers, punters 
and those who promote gambling 
content online.

Police raided a building in Ja-

karta on Thursday, where they 
found and detained 321 foreign-
ers and seized phones, passports, 
laptops and computers.

The majority of those detained, 
228 people, were Vietnamese na-
tionals. The group also included 
57 from China, 11 from Laos, fi ve 
from Thailand and three each 
from Cambodia and Malaysia, 
police offi  cial Wira Satya Triputra 
told a news conference.

Some 275 people face charges of 
gambling and money laundering, 
Wira said, adding that authorities 
were still investigating the rest.

“We caught the perpetrators 
red-handed, meaning they were 
conducting an online gambling 
operation,” he said.

Preliminary investigations sug-
gested that the ring, which started 
operations about two months ago, 
targeted victims outside Indone-
sia, Wira said, without specifying 
where.

Police have previously said that 
many scammers had moved op-
erations to Indonesia and other 
Southeast Asian countries fol-
lowing a crackdown in China.

Elsewhere in Indonesia this 

week, immigration authorities 
raided an apartment building in 
Batam, in Riau Islands province, 
arresting 210 foreigners suspected 
of running an investment scam.

In February, Police raided two 
villas on the resort island of Bali 
and arrested 39 Indian nationals 
for allegedly running an illegal 
gambling operation.

Turnover linked to online gam-
bling reached more than 280tn 
rupiah (about $16bn) last year, 
offi  cial data showed, with more 
than 12mn Indonesians estimated 
to be engaged in the illicit activity.

Vietnam adds hundreds 
of acres in South China 
Sea island-building

Reuters
Washington

Vietnam has expanded its is-
land building in the South 
China Sea’s disputed Sprat-

ly archipelago in the past year, 
adding 534  acres (216.1 hectares) 
of land, and has also  begun to con-
struct specialised infrastructure 
 there, a US think-tank reported.

The  report on Friday  by the Asia 
Maritime  Transparency Initiative 
at Washington’s Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies 
added the following details:

The new dredging across the 
Spratlys brings the total area of 
artifi cial land reclaimed by Viet-
nam in the archipelago to about 
2,771 acres.

After fi nishing landfi ll opera-
tions at Barque Canada Reef, now 
Vietnam’s largest base in  the is-
lands, in spring 2025, Hanoi began 
smaller expansions at several new 
features in the second half of 2025.

The expansion has caused ad-
ditional environmental  damage.

Vietnam’s total reef destruc-
tion, including reefs  covered by 
landfi ll and areas dredged to cre-
ate channels and harbours, now 

stands at roughly 4,120 acres.
Vietnam’s island-building ac-

tivities in the Spratlys had ap-
peared to be catching up to China’s 
in early 2025, but new Chinese 
reclamation activities at Antelope 
Reef have widened the gap, with 
China’s totals now about 5,460 
acres of  artifi cial land, and 6,224 
 acres of reef destruction.

Vietnam has made notable 
infrastructure developments 
on larger, more developed reefs, 
with an additional three harbours 
taking shape at Grierson Reef, 
Petley Reef, and South Reef.

The new work brings the to-
tal number of harbours Vietnam 
has in the archipelago to 15, 11 of 
them  created since 2021. Initial 
construction of another likely 
harbour can already be seen at 
Landsdowne Reef.

Vietnam’s Washington em-
bassy did not immediately re-
spond to request for comment. 
Last year, China said it opposes 
Vietnam’s construction activities 
at Barque Canada Reef, calling it 
Chinese territory. China claims 
almost the entire South China 
Sea, despite  overlapping claims  
by Brunei, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines and Vietnam.

UK’s Starmer names ex-PM 
Gordon Brown as adviser

Reuters
London

British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer named former  
premier Gordon Brown as 

his  envoy on global fi nance yes-
terday, turning to a man cred-
ited with shoring up banks  dur-
ing the fi nancial crisis to bolster 
his support  after a crushing lo-
cal elections defeat. Starmer is 
on  the back foot after his Labour 
Party recorded the worst losses 
of a governing party in munici-
pal polls since 1995, prompting a 
growing number of his own law-
makers to call on him to quit.

Aiming to reset his leader-
ship and win back party support, 
Starmer’s offi  ce announced the ap-
pointment of two Labour grandees, 
Brown, 75, and Harriet Harman, 
also 75, to his team as advisers.

Brown will seek to drive new in-
vestment and hone relations with 
the European Union, in a bid to 
boost economic performance and 
win back votes, while Harman will 
focus on tackling misogyny and 
violence against women and girls, 
creating economic opportunities.

Amid fresh calls for him to re-
sign yesterday from several of his 
own lawmakers, as the extent of 
the defeat emerged, Starmer re-

peated: “I’m not going to walk 
away from this.”

He said he will respond  to the 
message from voters by seeking 
to convince them their  lives will 
improve, adding that his new 
hires, Brown and Harman, were 
part of  the plan.

“They’re vital to how we 
strengthen our country and take 
it forward and provide the oppor-
tunities that give people that hope 
for a better future,” he said.

Brown, 75, will join as an advis-
er on global fi nance and coopera-
tion, while former Labour deputy 
leader Harman, 75, will become 
the prime minister’s adviser on 
women and girls.

Brown’s task will be to develop 
new international fi nance part-

nerships that can support defence 
and security investment, includ-
ing measures that underpin Brit-
ain’s relationship with the Euro-
pean Union, a statement said.

As Tony Blair’s fi nance min-
ister, Brown was a key architect 
of the New Labour project which 
won the party three consecutive 
general elections from 1997.

Serving as prime minister him-
self from 2007-2010, Brown was 
 instrumental in nationalising 
major banks and stabilising the 
 fi nancial system during the global 
fi nancial crisis.

Just under two years after a 
Labour landslide national elec-
tion victory, voters have turned 
against Starmer.

Labour losses stood at 1,425 seats 

as the fi nal votes were counted on 
Saturday, a bigger defeat than the 
1,330 seats lost by former Prime 
Minister Theresa May’s Conserva-
tive Party in 2019. May quit three 
weeks after that result. Against 
the backdrop of a cost-of-living 
crisis compounded by confl icts in 
Ukraine and Iran, Starmer’s gov-
ernment has been beset by policy 
U-turns, a rotating cast of advisers 
and scandal over the appointment 
of another Blair-era veteran, Peter 
Mandelson, as Britain’s ambassa-
dor to the United  States.

“We made unnecessary mis-
takes,” Starmer said on Saturday, 
before insisting that the right thing 
now was to “rebuild and show the 
path forward”. While an immedi-
ate challenge to Starmer’s leader-
ship does not look likely, there are 
growing calls for him to resign.

More than 20 lawmakers pub-
licly and privately have called on 
him to set out a timetable for his 
departure, with former minister 
Catherine West joining the fray 
on Saturday.

“His approach is not cutting 
through, and the results over 
the past 48 hours are nothing 
short of disastrous,” West said of 
Starmer on X.

“I know I speak for more Labour 
people than just myself in wanting 
him to step aside  as our Leader.”

Another Labour  lawmaker, Clive 
Betts, told BBC Radio yesterday that 
he wanted Starmer to step down “in 
the not too distant future”.

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer, and former prime ministers David 
Cameron and Gordon Brown. (Reuters/File photo)

UK PM aiming for 
leadership reset

Australia’s far-right party 
wins fi rst lower-house seat

Reuters
Sydney

Australian far-right popu-
list party Pauline Han-
son’s One Nation won its 

 fi rst seat in the country’s House 
 of Representatives in a by-elec-
tion  yesterday, a preliminary vote 
count showed. The result is in line 
with a surge of electoral support 
for far-right populist parties glo-
bally. Britain’s ruling Labour party 
this week suff ered a widespread 
loss of seats at council elections. 
David Farley, a former agribusi-
ness executive, won the rural seat 
of Farrer, some 550km (340 miles) 
south of Sydney and 320km (200 
miles) north of Melbourne, for 
the anti-immigration party with 
59.3%  of the vote, defeating the 
incumbent centre-right Liberal 
Party, according to the Australian 
Broadcasting Corp.

One Nation’s fi rst preference 
vote in the by-election was 42%, 
the ABC  said, compared to the 
6.6% fi rst-preference vote it got  
at a federal election last May.

“We’re like a  mason with a 
chisel and we’re carving letters 
into Australia’s democracy,” Far-
ley said at a televised election 
event. “One Nation has reached 
the end of its beginning.”

The result is signifi cant in that 
it marks the fi rst time One Na-

tion has won a lower-house seat 
since Hanson formed the party 
30 years ago.

But it does not aff ect the par-
liamentary majority of the ruling 
Labor Party, which holds 94 of 150 
lower-house  seats. The seat was 
left  vacant when Liberals leader 
Sussan Ley resigned in February.

The Labor Party did not run a 
candidate in the contest for the 
seat that has been held by the 
opposition conservatives since it 
was formed more than half a cen-
tury ago.

Party leader Pauline Hanson, 
a senator, standing beside Farley, 
said the result was “a win for Far-
rer but a bigger win for the na-
tion”.

She knew her party was fa-
voured to  win but when the fi rst 
television station projected vic-
tory “I actually got a tear in my 
eye”, she said.

“You really don’t understand 
the journey I’ve been on,” she 
added.

Liberal leader Angus Taylor 
said at another televised event 
that the by-election was “always 
going to be a mountain to climb 
... and we have to take away some 
hard lessons from this”.

Taylor said his party would 
focus on immigration rates. “For 
too long we  have been a  party of 
convenience, not of conviction, 
and that must change,” he added.

Campaign signs depicting One Nation candidate David Farley, 
Liberal candidate Raissa Butkowski, Independent candidate Michelle 
Milthorpe, and former Australia soldier Ben Roberts-Smith are 
displayed outside a pre-polling centre ahead of the Farrer by-election 
in Albury, Australia, on Wednesday. (Reuters)

US concerned by Taiwan defence delay ‘concession’ to China
Reuters
Taipei

Further  delays to Taiwan 
military spending are a 
“concession” to China, the  

US State Department said, as  Tai-
pei’s defence ministry detailed 
the impact of projects excluded 
from  a package passed by the op-
position-controlled  parliament.

Taiwan President Lai Ching-
te had sought $40bn in supple-
mentary defence spending to 
better deter China, which views 
the democratically governed is-
land as its own territory and has 
stepped up its military pressure.

But after repeated delays by 
opposition parties, who hold the 
majority of seats, parliament on 
Friday approved only two-thirds 
of the money requested, all for US 
weapons rather than including 
other projects like domestically 
developed drones and missiles.

The opposition said that while 
it supports defence spending, it  
would not sign “blank cheques”, 
saying the proposals were vague 
in places and could open the door 
to corruption.

A State Department spokes-
person said the US supports 
Taiwan’s acquisition  of critical 
defence capabilities “commen-
surate with the threat  it faces” 

and consistent with the ongoing 
commitment of multiple  US ad-
ministrations.

“While we are encouraged by 
the passage of this special de-
fence budget after unhelpful 
stalling, the US notes that fur-
ther delays in funding the re-
maining proposed capabilities 
are a concession to the Chinese 
Communist Party,” the spokes-

person added.
The US is Taiwan’s most im-

portant international backer and 
arms supplier, despite the lack of 
formal diplomatic ties, and has 
strongly supported increased 
military spending. Beijing has 
repeatedly demanded an end to 
weapons sales.

In a statement late on Friday, 
Taiwan’s  defence ministry said 

the approved spending  complete-
ly excludes certain commercial 
purchases, which is highly likely 
to create “capability gaps”.

“Our country faces a severe 
and continuously escalating 
threat environment,” it said.

One plan not included is the 
Chiang Kung, or “Strong Bow”, 
anti-ballistic missile which is 
meant to form the backbone of 
Taiwan’s new “T-Dome” air de-
fence system, the ministry added.

“Following its removal from 
the special budget, if it cannot be 
procured in a timely manner, air 
defence combat eff ectiveness will 
be severely  impacted,” it said.

Lack of approval for drone sys-

tems like sea attack drones will 
signifi cantly delay asymmetric 
warfare capabilities and aff ect 
projected economic growth and 
employment opportunities for do-
mestic industry, the ministry said.

Lai said that while he appre-
ciated the approved funding, 
which allows purchases of such 
items as the Lockheed Martin-
made HIMARS multiple-launch 
rocket system to proceed, this 
was only the first step.

“Any gap will affect the integ-
rity of the overall defence sys-
tem. Any delay  will increase the  
shared security risks borne by 
the people of Taiwan,” he posted 
on Facebook.

“While we are encouraged by the passage of this 
special defence budget after unhelpful stalling, 
the US notes that further delays in funding the 
remaining proposed capabilities are a 
concession to the Chinese Communist Party”



By Matt Spetalnick and 
Andrea Shalal
Reuters

With his decision to 
pull some US troops 
from Germany, 
his threats to draw 

down forces elsewhere in Europe 
and his downplaying of Iran’s 
recent attacks on an important 
Gulf partner, President Donald 
Trump’s latest moves foreshadow 
what could be the war’s enduring 
legacy: the fraying of ties with 
key allies.

Even as the US and Iran inch 
toward a potential off -ramp 
from their 10-week war, Trump’s 
words and deeds have revived 
fears among Washington’s long-
standing friends - from Europe 
to the Middle East to the Indo-
Pacifi c - that the United States 
might be unreliable in a future 
crisis.

In response, some traditional 
US partners  are starting to 
hedge their bets in ways that 
may bring long-lasting changes 
in relations with Washington, 
while adversaries such as China 
and Russia are looking to exploit 
strategic openings.

It is not yet clear  whether 
Trump’s war with Iran will mark 
a permanent turning point in 
US  relations with the world. But 
most analysts believe his erratic 
conduct since returning to offi  ce, 
essentially upending the rules-
based global order, will further 
erode US alliances, especially 
with Nato continuing to feel 
his  ire for largely resisting his 
wartime demands.

“Trump’s recklessness with 
respect to Iran is resulting in some 
dramatic shifts,” said Brett  Bruen, 
a former adviser in the Obama 
administration who now heads 
the Situation Room strategic 
consultancy. “US credibility  is at 
stake.”

Tensions are especially 

high between Trump and the 
Europeans since he joined Israel 
in striking Iran on February 28, 
claiming without evidence that 
Tehran was close to developing a 
nuclear weapon. Iran’s retaliatory 
closure of the Strait of Hormuz 
unleashed an unprecedented 
global energy shock that has made 
European countries some of the 
biggest economic losers from a 
war they never asked for.

Even before that, Trump 
had rattled allies by imposing 
sweeping tariff s, pushing to take 
over Greenland from Denmark 
and cutting military aid to 
Ukraine. The rift widened when 
Trump announced this week 
he was withdrawing 5,000 of 
the 36,400 troops the US has 
stationed in Germany after 
Chancellor Friedrich Merz 
angered him by saying publicly 
that the Iranians were humiliating 
the US. The Pentagon then 
scrapped a planned deployment 
of Tomahawk cruise missiles to 
Germany.

Trump -- who has long 
questioned whether the US 
should remain in the Nato alliance 
it helped create after World War 
II -- said he was also considering 
reducing US forces in Italy and 
Spain, whose leaders have been at 
odds with him over the war.

FEUDING WITH ALLIES
The move followed Trump’s 

accusations that allies have not 
been doing enough to back the 
US in the war and his suggestions 
that this meant Washington 
might no longer need to honor the 
alliance’s Article 5 mutual defense 
clause.

“President Trump has made his 
disappointment with Nato and 
other allies clear,” White  House 
spokeswoman Anna Kelly said, 
noting that some requests to use 
military bases in Europe for the 
Iran war had been denied by host 
governments. While insisting that 
Trump had “restored America’s 

standing on the world stage 
and strengthened relationships 
abroad,” she said he “will never 
allow the United States to be 
treated unfairly and taken 
advantage of by so-called ‘allies.’”

Trump had earlier taken aim 
at British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer, deriding him in March 
as “not Winston Churchill” and 
threatening to impose a “big 
tariff ” on imports from the UK. 
And Trump’s Pentagon has 
fl oated  the prospect of punishing 
Nato allies it believes have failed 
to support US operations against 
Iran, including suspending Spain 
as a member  and reviewing US 
recognition of Britain’s claim to 
the Falkland Islands.

European governments have 
responded by stepping up eff orts 
to increase co-operation among 
themselves, shoulder more of 
their own defence burden and 
jointly develop  weapons systems 
to reduce reliance on the US, 
while trying to convince Trump 
of the value of maintaining 
transatlantic allies.

One European diplomat called 
Trump’s threats a clear signal 
for Europe to invest more in its 
own security but said leaders 
were resigned to having to roll 
with the punches for now. As 
“middle powers,” the Europeans 
have limited options, especially 
given their dependence on their 
superpower ally for strategic 
deterrence against any possible 
attack from Russia, and analysts 
say the transition to greater self-
reliance will take years.

In their eff orts to mollify 
Trump, meanwhile, European 
offi  cials have quietly stressed 
that many of their countries are 
allowing US forces to use bases on 
their soil and their airspace during 
the Iran campaign. But European 
leaders, some of whom had used 
fl attery with Trump to defuse 
earlier crises, are also becoming 
wise to his negotiating tactics and 
more emboldened in standing up 

to him, analysts say.
Jeff  Rathke, president of the 

American-German Institute at 
Johns Hopkins University, said 
that while Merz had seemed to 
charm Trump during earlier 
meetings, now he “is not trying 
to hide the critical assessment of 
what the United States has gotten 
itself into.”

But the Europeans are also 
mindful that Trump, barred by 
law from running again, could feel 
unrestrained “to do whatever he 
thinks” on the world stage before 
he leaves offi  ce in January 2029, 
the European diplomat said.

NATO’S FUTURE
As some European leaders 

sound the alarm about Nato’s 
future, Polish Foreign Minister 
Radoslaw Sikorski told a 
conference in Warsaw there is no 
need to panic so long as Europe 
delivers on promised higher 
military spending, which Trump 
has long demanded. Even so, the 
strains on US alliances extend  well 
beyond Europe.

When Iran this week launched 
missile and drone attacks against 
the United Arab  Emirates, a 
close US ally, Trump and his 
aides seemed to turn a blind eye, 
causing further unease among 
Gulf Arab states already hard hit 
by the war.

Trump was quick to dismiss 
a strike on Monday as minor, 
though it set fi re to the important 
Fujairah oil port and prompted 
the government to close schools, 
and even after further attacks 
later in the week he insisted that 
a month-old ceasefi re was still 
holding. Trump went to war 
against the advice of some Gulf 
partners, some now worry he 
could strike a deal that leaves 
them facing a still-dangerous 
neighbour.

The war has also stirred anxiety 
among Asian partners, many 
heavily dependent on oil that 
fl owed freely through the strait 
before the confl ict. Countries 
like Japan and South Korea 
have already been unsettled 
by Trump’s high tariff s and 
disparagement of traditional 
alliances. 

Some may now wonder 
whether the vulnerability he has 
shown to economic pressure at 
home, including high gasoline 
prices, could mean Trump might 
hesitate when asked to help in a 
confl ict with China, such as an 
invasion of Taiwan.

“What worries us most is 
that trust in, respect for, and 
expectations toward the United 
States - the core partner in the 
alliance Japan values most -- have 
been shrinking,” Takeshi Iwaya, 
who served as Japan’s foreign 
minister at the start of Trump’s 
second term, told Reuters. “It 
could cast a long shadow over the 
entire region.”

Since the start of the war, 
Russia and China, long-time 
allies of Iran, have mostly steered 
clear, but analysts say they are 
watching closely.

Three of the United Kingdom’s four nations are set for the fi rst 
time to be governed by pro-independence parties after elections 
on Friday which nationalists said marked the death knell of the 
centuries-old union.

A breakup of England, Scotland, Wales and  Northern Ireland is by 
no means imminent, and polling showed voters were motivated by 
factors other than independence, but the outcome is likely  to make 
Britain harder to govern.

Michelle O’Neill, the  Northern Ireland First Minister from Sinn 
Féin, which wants to end British rule of the province and unite it 
with Ireland,  described the parliamentary votes in Scotland and 
Wales - held alongside English local elections -  as a “moment of 
seismic change”.

“I don’t think there can be any  clearer sign that Westminster’s 
time is coming to an end for the people here and the people in 
Scotland and Wales,” she told Reuters.

The United Kingdom’s four nations have proud separate identities 
and regularly fought wars before coming together as one political 
entity over the centuries, with ties often straining since then. In 
recent decades Irish nationalists and pro-British “loyalists” waged 
a 30-year war over Northern Ireland’s place in the union that ended 
in 1998. Parties representing both sides now govern together under 
a power-sharing peace deal, but Sinn Fein nationalists won the most 
seats in 2022 and chose the fi rst minister for the fi rst time in 2024.

Pro-independence nationalists have run Scotland since 2007, 
although Scots voted to reject independence in a referendum in 2014. 
They managed to keep power in Friday’s election despite scandals 
that had weakened their leadership in recent years.

And in Wales, nationalist  party Plaid Cymru was on course to 
be the largest party in the Welsh Senedd assembly for the fi rst 
time, with voters deserting Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s Labour 
Party and main opposition Conservatives who between them have 

governed the UK from 
London’s Westminster for a 
century.

The populist Reform 
UK party of Brexit veteran 
campaigner Nigel Farage 
- who rose  to prominence 
on a platform of English 
nationalism - also 
performed strongly across 
England, Scotland and 
Wales,  with voters attracted 

to its rejection of what it calls “establishment politics”.
With the electorate angry over a stagnant economy, a prolonged 

cost-of-living  crisis and a widespread perception that Britain’s 
best days are behind it, anti-status quo voices are cutting through. 
“There is a real risk that we end up sleepwalking into the end of 
the United Kingdom,” said George Foulkes, a former minister for 
Scotland under Labour’s former Prime Minister Tony Blair. “Once 
these things get momentum, they are hard to stop.”

He said the Westminster government should off er a new 
constitutional settlement - with a new chamber of parliament made 
up of the four nations, or risk one leaving in the next decade.

For now the nationalist parties lack a short-term roadmap to 
leaving. Scottish leader John Swinney was expected to fall short of 
winning a majority of the 65 seats in the Scottish parliament that, he 
said, would have provided a mandate for a second referendum.

British prime ministers have refused requests from the Scottish 
government for a new independence referendum in recent years, 
insisting that the one in 2014 when voters rejected it by 55% to 45% 
stands for a generation.

In Wales, where Labour  has been the biggest party for a century, 
Plaid was  expected to form a minority government in the 96-seat 
Senedd to take control for the fi rst time since the parliament was set 
up in 1999 to give locals more say over their own aff airs.

Offi  cials in the pro-independence party said they would not push 
for a referendum in the fi rst term as it would distract from tackling 
the nation’s many problems. Delyth Jewell, deputy leader of Plaid, 
told Reuters that independence would be considered if the party won 
a second term.

In Northern Ireland, the terms of the 1998 Good Friday peace 
agreement oblige the British government to call a referendum if it 
appears likely that a majority would back a united Ireland. But polls 
show any vote would currently be defeated.

While polls show support for independence stands at about 50% 
in Scotland, about 40% in Northern Ireland, and about 25% in 
Wales, they also indicate voters were backing these left-wing parties 
partly  for other reasons. Independence was only the sixth most 
important issue for Scots at these elections, according to a YouGov 
survey, behind the economy, health, immigration, education and 
housing. In Wales, independence was the 14th most important issue. 
— Reuters
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Trump’s feuds, tensions with 
allies likely to outlast Iran war
The US president’s words and deeds have revived fears among 
Washington’s long-standing friends — from Europe to the Indo-Pacific — 
that the United States might be unreliable in a future crisis

US President Donald Trump and German Chancellor Friedrich Merz meet in the Oval Off ice at the White House 
in Washington, DC, earlier this year. (Reuters)

Surge of pro-independence 
parties in Britain marks the 
death knell of the old union

Britain’s best 
days are behind 
it, anti-status 
quo voices are 
cutting through
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Israeli strike on 
south Lebanon 
kills seven people

Lebanon’s health ministry said 
an Israeli strike on the southern 
town of Saksakiyeh killed at 
least seven people, including a 
girl, in the latest attack during a 
ceasefire in the Israel-Hezbollah 
war. In a statement, the ministry 
said that “the Israeli enemy 
raid on the town of Saksakiyeh, 
in the Sidon district, resulted 
in an initial toll of seven 
martyrs, including a girl, and 
15 wounded, including three 
children”. (AFP)

Israel agrees to 
release two Gaza 
flotilla activists

Israel is planning to release 
two foreign activists taken 
off  a Gaza-bound flotilla from 
detention before handing them 
to immigration authorities 
ahead of their deportation, the 
rights group representing them 
said. The group’s statement, 
further added that the pair 
“will be handed to Israel’s 
immigration authorities later 
today (Saturday) and kept 
in custody pending their 
deportation”. (AFP)

IMF approves 
disbursement of 
$1.22 bn to Pakistan

The International  Monetary 
Fund executive board  on  Friday 
reached  a  staff -level agreement 
on Pakistan’s loan program, 
unlocking $1.22 bn in fresh 
funding, the fund  said.
The decision allows for  an 
immediate disbursement 
of around $1.1 bn under  the 
 Extended Fund Facility and 
around $220 mn under the 
Resilience and Sustainability 
Facility, the IMF said. (Reuters)

Magyar takes over as Hungary’s PM, 
putting an end to 16 years of Orban era

AFP
Budapest

Peter Magyar, a pro-EU con-
servative, was sworn in as 
Hungary’s new prime min-

ister yesterday, closing the chapter 
on the 16-year rule of his national-
ist predecessor, Viktor Orban.

The former government insider 
turned critic whose Tisza party re-
soundingly won April 12 legislative 
elections, vowed he would bring in 
“regime change”.

That was underlined by the 
speaker of the new parliament or-
dering the EU fl ag be reinstalled 
on the building, after a 12-year ab-
sence under Orban, just ahead of 
Magyar taking his oath of offi  ce in 
the legislature.

The European Union has been 
eff usive in its welcome of Mag-
yar, seeing his arrival as Hungary’s 
leader as drawing a line under years 
of hostility and obstructionism 
from Budapest. European Com-
mission President Ursula von der 
Leyen on X said his premiership 
held “the hope and promise of re-
newal in these challenging times”.

Magyar’s inauguration drew 
tens of thousands of people to gi-
ant screens around the parliament, 
where they waved Hungarian and 
EU fl ags to watch the ceremony 
and then party into the night.

Inside the parliament, Magyar 
vowed: “I will not rule over Hun-
gary; I will serve my country.”

He afterwards addressed his 
supporters outside, emphasising 
that the country “belongs to eve-
ryone... and that together we will 
rebuild Hungary”. “I’m glad that 
we could resolve peacefully and 
didn’t have to rise up against the 

oppressive power,” said one sup-
porter, 25-year-old Zoltan Markus.

“We’re looking forward with 
hope in our hearts to what comes 
next, as well as to the complete 
arrest of the former government,” 
he added. Magyar, 45, has pledged 
that one of his government’s fi rst 
steps would be to create an inde-
pendent offi  ce to investigate cor-
ruption over the past 20 years and 
recover public assets from those 
who “illegally acquired” them.

He also wants to undo changes 
introduced under Orban — who 
fostered close ties with US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin — that 
eroded the judiciary, media, uni-
versities and other institutions.

His Tisza party won 141 of par-
liament’s 199 seats, a comfortable 
two-thirds majority with the pow-
er to amend the constitution and 
push through key reforms.

Among Magyar’s most urgent 
priorities is unlocking billions of 
euros in EU funds frozen by Brus-
sels over rule-of-law concerns.

Hungary faces a stagnating 
economy and deteriorating public 
services — problems analysts say 
require deep structural reform.

“There is a lot of patience and 
goodwill toward the new govern-
ment, but the expectations are 
through the roof and need to be 
met in the short-term as well,” said 
Andrea Virag, strategy director at 
the liberal Republikon Institute 
think tank. In his inaugural speech, 
Magyar said many state institu-
tions had “squandered” public 
trust, reiterating an earlier call for 
President Tamas Sulyok and other 
Orban allies to resign by the end of 
the month.

Orban said last month that he 
would not take up his seat in par-
liament for the fi rst time since 
Hungary’s transition to democracy 
in 1990. He also skipped Saturday’s 
ceremony, breaking with decades 
of tradition. The 62-year-old, who 
openly championed “illiberal de-
mocracy” and curtailed rights, said 
he would instead focus on the “re-
organisation of the national camp”.

Prime Minister Peter Magyar delivers a speech outside the Hungarian 
parliament after his swearing-in ceremony in Budapest yesterday. (AFP)

Trump plans to fi re FDA chief Makary

Reuters
Washington

The White House signed off  
on a plan to fi re US Food 
and Drug Administration 

Commissioner Marty Makary, 
according to sources familiar 
with the matter, in what could be 
 the next leadership change within 
the federal health department. 
The Wall Street Journal earlier on 
Friday fi rst reported on the pos-
sibilities of Trump fi ring Makary. 

Two of the  sources, who are 
advisers to the White House, said 
a decision was not fi nal. A third 
source close  to the White House 
said they were told the FDA com-
missioner “is done”  and that 
Trump signed off .

The White House did not de-
fend  Makary as reports emerged 
of his imminent ouster, but at 
least publicly, Trump has not said 
he would replace him. “No, no,” 
Trump said on Friday evening 
when a reporter asked whether he 
would bring in someone new to 
lead the FDA.

Top offi  cials have been dis-
cussing possible replacements for 
Makary in recent days, according 
to the three people. But they cau-
tioned the decision always rested 
with Trump and that the presi-
dent could change his mind at the 
last minute, as he has during past 
staffi  ng crises. 

White House spokesman Kush 
Desai earlier said: “President 
Trump has assembled the most 
experienced and talented admin-
istration in history, an adminis-
tration that continues to focus on 
delivering more historic victories 
for the American people.”

The lastest fi ring would fol-
low a series of controversies that 
drew criticism from Trump allies, 
supporters of Health Secretary 

Robert F. Kennedy Jr., conserva-
tive media, pharmaceutical com-
panies and anti-abortion groups. 
The conservative Wall Street 
Journal editorial board published 
more than  half a dozen pieces 
criticizing Makary’s stewardship 
of the agency.

Shares of Replimune closed 
nearly 22% higher on Friday, af-
ter news of Makary’s likely ouster. 
BMO analyst Evan Seigerman said 
fi ring Makary would be a positive 
for BioPharma, with expectations 
that any replacement would fo-
cus on stability and predictability 
for the industry. Makary has also 
found himself in the middle of the 
abortion pill battle, facing grow-
ing pressure to produce a safety 
review he promised last year. 

Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life 
America President Marjorie Dan-
nenfelser renewed her call this 
week to terminate Makary, saying 
his indiff erence was unacceptable 
to millions of anti-abortion vot-
ers. Anti-abortion activists met 
with White House offi  cials on 
Friday.

Trump was also angered by 

Makary’s handling of fl avored 
e-cigarettes, a product he had 
pledged to protect during his 
2024 campaign, with the Wall 
Street Journal reporting that 
Trump rebuked his FDA chief 
over the weekend  for not approv-
ing them more quickly.

The White  House is consider-
ing naming FDA Deputy Com-
missioner Kyle Diamantas, who 
heads the agency’s food group, 
as acting commissioner. Poten-
tial names under consideration 
as the actual nominee to run 
the agency include former FDA 
Commissioner Stephen Hahn 
and former Acting Commis-
sioner and Assistant Health Sec-
retary Brett Giroir, according to 
sources. 

Former FDA Chief Scientist 
Jesse Goodman said a new com-
missioner would need to rebuild 
the top leadership, with both of 
the FDA’s divisions that regulate 
drugs currently headed by acting 
directors. 

“There is a vacuum that has 
created a lot of gaps in expertise 
and experience,” Goodman said.

FDA Commissioner Marty Makary speaks during a press conference at 
the Department of Health and Human Service. (Reuters/File Photo)

Nigeria army killed 50 militants in northeast

Nigeria’s military said it 
killed at least 50 militants 
during clashes this week 

at a base in the country’s north-
east, the heartland of a long-run-
ning insurgency.

Since 2009, the country has 
been battling Boko Haram and its 
splinter faction the Islamic State 
West Africa Province (ISWAP), 
which both seek to establish a 
caliphate in the region.

The military said the militants 
were killed Thursday as forces 
fought off  a coordinated ISWAP 
assault on the headquarters of its 
27th brigade in the town of Buni 
Gari, as well as a nearby check-
point in Yobe state.

“The assault, launched at ap-
proximately 0200 hours under 
the cover of darkness by a large 
number of terrorists from multi-
ple axes, was met with devastat-
ing fi repower, tactical brilliance 
and resolute determination by 
troops,” the arm said in a Friday 
statement.

It added that “no fewer than 50 
terrorists were neutralised” and a 
large cache of weapons and am-
munition was recovered, though 
two soldiers were also killed.

Photographs released by the 
military and seen by AFP showed 
bodies along with seized weapons 
and ammunition.

An intelligence source who re-

quested anonymity confi rmed the 
attack and the army’s counterof-
fensive.

However, the source said the 
military had “grossly underde-
clared its casualties and bloated 
the losses suff ered by the terror-
ists”, without giving exact fi gures.

Another intelligence source 
said military casualties, both 
dead and wounded, had been 
taken to Maiduguri, the capital 
of neighbouring Borno state, in 
six ambulances, adding the exact 
number was unclear.

Boko Haram and ISWAP have 
stepped up attacks in recent 
months after a period of relative 
calm. (AFP)

A Frontier Airlines flight aborted its takeoff  from Denver International Airport late Friday after 
striking a person on the runway, with at least one passenger injured. (AFP/File Photo)

One killed on Denver runway

Tech, speed and squeeze: CEP market in transition
From Page 1

Drone delivery, autonomous 
vehicles and digitised supply 
chains are going to be the future 
of this vital high-volume low-
margin sector, where international 
shipments are expected to outpace 
domestic expansion.
According to Mordor Intelligence, 
Qatar’s CEP market size is expected 
to grow from $145.28mn in 2025 to 
$154.98mn in 2026 and is forecast 
to reach $213.62mn by 2031, at 
6.68% compound annual growth 
rate over 2026-31.
Macro drivers are Qatar National 
Vision 2030’s diversification agenda, 
the surge in online retail, and the 
strategic location of Doha’s logistics 
zones. Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
data analytics and green logistics 
are gaining importance in the sector, 
where express and parcel delivery 
constitutes the bulk.
The market, whose margins are on 

the squeeze especially in view of the 
present disruptions, has become 
increasingly business-to-consumer 
(B2C)-driven (58% in 2025), not just 
traditional B2B logistics.
“CEP contracts (especially 
e-commerce) are often price-locked 
or highly competitive, limiting cost 
pass-through,” an industry source 
said, implying margin erosion, 
especially for the domestic delivery, 
which accounted for about 64% of 
the market share.
According to StateGlobe, as much 
as 68% of e-commerce orders are 
delivered within the same day, with 
average turnaround of three hours 
for e-commerce deliveries, boosting 
customer satisfaction.
Highlighting that the main driver 
is the increasing smartphone 
penetration and improved 
logistics infrastructure enabling 
faster delivery services, it said 
rapid adoption of technology and 
increased internet penetration have 

made online shopping a convenient 
choice for Qatar’s residents.
Investments in Hamad Port, air 
cargo facilities and road networks 
have enhanced eff iciency and 
reduced transit times, it said, 
projecting Qatar’s online retail 
market to reach $5.2bn this year.
Strong fundamentals and trade 
connectivity help the market 
achieve steady medium-term 
growth, although the Iran conflict 
has slowed the pace of CEP sector 
growth given its GDP elasticity.
Qatar’s strategic investments in 
logistics infrastructure — such 
as Hamad Port and Hamad 
International Airport — are 
strengthening its role as a regional 
hub linking Asia, Europe and Africa. 
This is boosting both international 
courier flows and transit shipments.
Qatar Airways Cargo’s partnership 
with Cainiao links Doha to China’s 
fulfilment labs; and Ras Bufontas 
Free Zone’s cross-docking platforms 

let integrators recast Doha as a 
trans-shipment node for the GCC 
(Gulf Cooperation Council) and 
African markets.
Smart warehouse technologies are 
being adopted to handle increasing 
shipment volumes eff iciently, 
improving speed and reducing 
operational costs for Qatar, which has 
seen improved re-exports volumes.
Gulf Warehousing Company 
became the first logistics entity in 
Qatar to implement vision-picking 
technology, leading the way toward 
a more eff icient, accurate and safe 
future for logistics.
Qatar’s logistics sector underwent 
transformation with WareOne, 
the country’s “first Airbnb for 
warehouses”, introducing a ‘pay as 
you use’ concept, cutting storage 
costs by as much as 30%, especially 
for small businesses.
The present disruptions caused 
by the Iran conflict have led to an 
increased cost-per-parcel, while 

heightened competition and the 
price-elastic nature of e-commerce 
have put pressure on pricing.
The combined force translates as 
a squeeze in margins in the sector, 
which already faces complex 
customs, duties and compliance 
requirements, thus increasing 
handling cost and delays, as well as 
rerouting and longer transit chains, 
raising cost per shipment.
As per the inferred data, the sector’s 
margin is typically less than 10% of 
earnings before interest and taxes 
in stable periods.
Economic growth, digital 
consumption and trade integration 
combine to create a market where 
every unit of GDP growth generates 
multiple units of logistics demand, 
but the future of Qatar’s CEP 
market depends on innovation, 
sustainability and the ability 
of providers to meet the rising 
expectations for speed, reliability 
and transparency.

Qatar Museums explores Old 
Palace architectural aesthetics
By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

Qatar Museums is organising 
the ‘Architecture in the Old 
Palace’ forum today (May 

10) at the Darwish al-Far Hall at 
the National Museum of Qatar. The 
forum will feature a distinguished 
group of experts, researchers, and 
those interested in the history of 
Qatari architecture and heritage.

The forum is part of the mu-
seum’s eff orts to re-highlight the 
Old Palace, one of Qatar’s most 
prominent historical landmarks. 
It will off er an in-depth look at 
the palace’s historical and archi-
tectural development, its politi-

cal and social role in the country’s 
history, and its transformation 
into an integral part of the modern 
National Museum.

The forum will address a range 
of specialised topics exploring the 
architectural characteristics of the 
Old Palace, refl ecting traditional 
Qatari architecture, the building 
techniques used during that peri-
od, and the symbolic value it holds 
as a witness to signifi cant stages in 
the country’s history and its polit-
ical and cultural transformations. 

Participants will also discuss the 
role of the Old Palace in Qatari pub-
lic life, as a historical headquarters 
associated with the administration 
of the country’s aff airs in earlier 
periods, before it later transformed 

into a cultural and heritage land-
mark housed within the National 
Museum. This transformation 
aligns with the museum’s vision of 
preserving national memory and 
promoting awareness of Qatar’s 
history and heritage. 

The forum will be conducted in 

Arabic with translation provided 
for attendees, allowing for broader 
participation from diverse nation-
alities and cultural backgrounds, 
and fostering the exchange of 
knowledge about the palace’s his-
tory and its architectural and her-
itage signifi cance.

The forum targets a diverse au-
dience, including those interested 
in the history of the Old Palace, ar-
chitecture and Qatari history stu-
dents, historians, and researchers in 
architectural heritage. It provides a 
space for dialogue and the exchange 
of perspectives on the importance 
of preserving historical buildings 
as part of the national identity and 
cultural memory of the community.

Through its themes and dis-

cussion sessions, the forum 
emphasises the importance of 
documenting the story of the Old 
Palace and passing it on to future 
generations, especially given the 
building’s historical and architec-
tural value, which is linked to the 
development of the country and 
the cultural landscape of Qatar. 

The Old Palace is one of the key 
elements upon which the idea of 
the Qatar National Museum was 
based, as it was incorporated into 
the modern architectural design 
of the museum, to remain a living 
witness to the history of the coun-
try, and a bridge linking the past 
and the present in a cultural ex-
perience that refl ects the develop-
ment of Qatari identity over time.

The Old Palace.
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HEC Paris, Doha highlights academic excellence, leadership at convocation
QNA
Doha

In a celebration of leadership, 
learning, and global impact, 
HEC Paris, Doha marked the 

graduation of 144 participants at 
the Qatar Foundation Convoca-
tion 2026, underscoring its con-
tinued role in shaping responsible 
leaders for Qatar and beyond.

Held as part of Qatar Foun-
dation’s annual ceremony, this 
year’s convocation brought to-
gether four diverse cohorts of 
participants from the Executive 
MBA (EMBA). Refl ecting both 
national pride and international 
reach, 26 percent of graduates 
are Qatari nationals, 34 percent 
are women, representing a global 
community from across the Mid-
dle East, Asia, Europe, and Africa, 
reinforcing Qatar’s growing stat-

ure as a global education hub.
The event celebrated academic 

excellence, leadership, and the 
longstanding partnership be-
tween HEC Paris, Doha and Qatar 
Foundation, aligned with Qatar 
National Vision 2030 and its am-
bition to foster sustainable devel-
opment through education and 
innovation.

Highlighting the importance of 
this collaboration, Djelloul Bekka, 
Chief Operating and Administra-
tive Offi  cer at HEC Paris, Doha, 
said: “Our partnership with Qatar 
Foundation is rooted in a shared 
ambition to unlock human po-
tential and drive impact and ex-
cellence. With their continued 
support, we have expanded our 
footprint, strengthened our aca-
demic capabilities, and aligned 
our programs with the region’s 
evolving priorities. Together, we 
are helping position Qatar as a 

leading hub for executive educa-
tion.”

Addressing the signifi cance 
of the occasion, Joshua Kobb, 
Chief Growth and Impact Of-
fi cer at HEC Paris, Doha, said: 
“This year’s graduating class re-
fl ects the true spirit of HEC Paris, 
Doha - diverse, global minded, 
and deeply committed to creat-

ing meaningful impact. As Qa-
tar continues to strengthen its 
position as a leading destination 
for executive education, we are 
proud to develop the human ca-
pacity needed to build a diversi-
fi ed economy, equipping leaders 
with the capabilities to navigate 
complexity and drive sustainable 
growth.”

Refl ecting on the practical im-
pact of the program, Executive 
MBA Emerging Leaders Track 
participant Maryam al-Darwish 
highlighted how the experience 
translated directly into her profes-
sional environment, adding, “I’ve 
strengthened brand positioning, 
refi ned strategy, and contributed 
to long-term results. As class social 

representative, I built meaningful 
connections and fostered collabo-
ration. This experience has given 
me the clarity, confi dence, and per-
spective to lead with purpose and 
create impact.”

The Class of 2026 now joins a 
dynamic and expanding global 
HEC Paris alumni network of over 
80,000 graduates, strengthen-
ing connections across industries 
worldwide. This growing com-
munity remains a cornerstone 
of the institution’s vision to fos-
ter lifelong learning, collabora-
tion, and continued engagement 
among leaders and changemak-
ers, in line with its new signature 
‘Dare the Impossible’.

Building on the momentum of 
previous years, HEC Paris, Doha 
continues to elevate its position 
— and that of Qatar — as a leading 
provider of executive education in 
the region.

Carnegie Mellon University in Qatar 
celebrates Class of 2026 graduation
QNA
Doha

Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity in Qatar (CMU-Q), a 
partner university of Qatar 

Foundation, celebrated the gradu-
ation of the Class of 2026, marking 
the academic achievement of 106 
graduates across Biological Sci-
ences, Business Administration, 
Computer Science, Information 
Systems, and General Studies.

Michael Trick, dean of CMU-Q, 
opened the ceremony with a mes-
sage highlighting the resilience, 
determination, and persever-
ance shown by the Class of 2026 
throughout their academic jour-
ney. 

He noted that the graduates had 
navigated signifi cant global dis-
ruptions during their years at the 
university, yet succeeded in main-
taining focus and purpose amid 
challenging circumstances, stress-
ing that their accomplishments 
were a source of pride for the entire 
CMU-Q faculty.

Addressing the graduates on 
behalf of the global Carnegie Mel-
lon community, CMU President 
Farnam Jahanian commended the 
Class of 2026 for the resilience and 
determination they demonstrated 
throughout periods of uncertainty 
and geopolitical instability. He 
noted that despite the challenges 
and disruptions they faced, the 
graduates remained committed to 
their studies and supported one 
another with courage and empa-
thy, adding that their perseverance 
refl ected the values and leadership 
potential that would defi ne their 
future paths

Speaking on behalf of the Class 
of 2026, Noora al-Kuwari and 
Zeina Mahmoud refl ected on the 
graduates’ four-year journey and 
expressed appreciation for the 
unwavering support of the univer-
sity and its academic community, 
which enabled them to overcome 
challenges and turn them into op-
portunities for growth and person-
al development.

The ceremony also paid trib-
ute to faculty and students for 
outstanding achievements. Out-
standing Academic Achieve-
ment Awards were presented to 
Zhansaya Matkenova (Biological 
Sciences), Omar Hatem Ali Kha-
laf (Business Administration), 
Zeina Rami Halawa (Computer 
Science), and Fatou Sokhna Gu-
eye (Information Systems) for 

achieving the highest academic 
standing in their respective pro-
grams.

The four Qatar Campus Scholars 
for the Class of 2026 were recog-
nized for their academic excellence 
and leadership: Gana Elnajjar, Phat 
Hung Diep, Zeina Rami Halawa, 
and Fatou Sokhna Gueye. Zeina 
Rami Halawa and Fatou Sokhna 
Gueye were named Andrew Carn-

egie Society Scholars. Dr Varun 
Sharma, associate teaching pro-
fessor of marketing, received the 
Meritorious Teaching Award.

With the graduation of the Class 
of 2026, CMU-Q’s alumni com-
munity is now more than 1,500 
strong, a network of young profes-
sionals driving knowledge and in-
novation across Qatar and around 
the world.

Zeina Mahmoud

Khalid al-Abdulla

Malak Ibrahim

Fatou Gueye

MIE-Qatar marks historic fi rst graduation with 100% success
By Shaima Sheriff 
Staff  Reporter

MIE–SPPU Institute of 
Higher Education in Qa-
tar celebrated its inaugu-

ral graduation ceremony, marking 
a historic milestone as its fi rst co-
hort completed their studies with 
a 100% success rate. The ceremo-
ny recognised both undergradu-
ate students, who began their 
academic journey in 2021, and the 
institution’s fi rst Executive MBA 
cohort, launched in 2023, refl ect-
ing the university’s rapid academic 
growth in Qatar.

Bimalendu B Nath, director of 
the institution, described the oc-
casion as a defi ning moment. “To-
day it is a historical and momen-
tous day ... we have conducted the 
inaugural graduation ceremony. 
This is the fi rst cohort of MIE–
SPPU Institute of Higher Educa-
tion,” he said. 

He noted that the graduating 
class achieved a 100% success 
rate. “No one failed, everybody 
cleared their qualifying exam. This 
100% success is defi nitely a matter 
of pride,” he said, crediting faculty, 
management, and the wider sup-
port system for the achievement.

Refl ecting on the journey, 
he added: “We have seen many 
dreams in 2021 when we started 
our academic operation, and today 
it is the realisation of those collec-
tive dreams.”

Yasir Nainar, president of the in-
stitution, highlighted the breadth 
of academic programmes repre-
sented at the ceremony. “We have 
52 graduates from undergraduate 
programmes ... and also our fi rst 
cohort graduating from the Execu-

tive MBA batch,” he said.
He emphasised the university’s 

focus on employability and indus-
try integration. “We are not only 
giving degrees, but we are also giv-
ing them opportunities to work,” 
he said, noting strong partnerships 
with industry stakeholders in Qa-
tar.

Academic leaders underscored 
the signifi cance of the milestone. 
Dr Pranav Raj said the graduates 
refl ect the institution’s core val-
ues. “They represent the vision, 
commitment, and academic spirit 
with which this programme was 
launched. We are confi dent they 
will carry forward the values of 
critical thinking, creativity, and 
social responsibility,” he said. 

Faculty members also refl ect-
ed on the cohort’s resilience. Dr 
Sabiha described the occasion as a 
“momentous and proud moment,” 
noting how students evolved into 
“mature individuals...academi-
cally and professionally”.

Dr Saidiya pointed to the chal-
lenges faced by the cohort. “They 
started during the Covid pandemic 
and are now graduating ... they 
have seen unprecedented times,” 

she said, adding that these experi-
ences have prepared them to navi-
gate future challenges.

Faculty member Vikas Kashid 
from the Science and Technol-
ogy Department also refl ected on 
witnessing the institution’s evo-
lution from its earliest days. “This 
is certainly a very proud moment. 
I’m seeing them from the very fi rst 
batch,” he said. 

Kashid recalled that the campus 
began operations during the Cov-
id-19 pandemic, bringing unique 
academic and cultural challenges. 

“We started with a lot of strug-
gle,” he said, noting that students 
came from diff erent nationalities, 
academic systems and educational 
backgrounds. “We tried to adapt, 
and somehow they got adjusted with 
our curriculum and culture,” he said.

Despite the early diffi  culties, he 
described the journey as deeply re-
warding for both students and fac-
ulty. “Later on, the journey was re-
ally, really amazing. Even if today’s 
ceremony is very important to us, 
we also enjoyed the journey with 
them. That was something very 
memorable for us,” he said. 

From a student perspective, Fizah 
Shiad highlighted the university’s 

role in bridging theory and practice. 
“The biggest challenge graduates 
face is the gap between theoretical 
knowledge and real-life application. 
The university gave us both knowl-
edge and opportunities... intern-
ships, workshops... to align with 
real-world demands,” she said. 

She added that the curriculum 
aligns with Qatar National Vision 
2030, enabling students to ap-
proach problems from multiple 
perspectives.

Meanwhile, Abdul Nihal de-
scribed the experience of being 
part of the fi rst cohort as trans-
formative. “Everything was new, 
so everything was a challenge. But 

it helped us become more confi -
dent and adaptable,” he said. 

Now pursuing further studies 
abroad, he credited the university 
for building his confi dence. “Be-
fore, I didn’t have much confi -
dence to present...but the training 
here helped me become stronger,” 
he said.

As the fi rst cohort graduates, the 
milestone not only marks the cul-
mination of years of eff ort but also 
signals the emergence of a new 
generation of graduates equipped 
with the skills, resilience and per-
spective to contribute to Qatar’s 
evolving knowledge economy and 
beyond.

Yasir Nainar, president of the 
MIE–SPPU Institute of Higher 
Education in Qatar.
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