
Shura Council 
recommends 
national body on
parental care,
family cohesion

By A  Staff  Reporter
Doha

The Shura Council has agreed 
to submit a formal motion to 
the government recommending 
the establishment of a national 
body on parental care and family 
cohesion, alongside a package of 
measures aimed at strengthening 
family stability in the face of 
accelerating social change.
The decision was taken at 
the council’s regular sitting 
yesterday, chaired by HE the 
Speaker Hassan bin Abdullah 
al-Ghanem.
At the opening of the sitting, 
members welcomed His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani’s 
participation in the recent 
Gulf consultative summit in 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, noting its 
significance in advancing joint 
Gulf action and co-ordination 
on international and regional 
matters. The chamber also 
commended the Amir’s recent 
working visit to Greece, where 
he held talks with Prime Minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis aimed at 
strengthening bilateral relations 
and reviewing wider geopolitical 
developments.
Following deliberations on a 
committee report from the Social 
Aff airs, Labour and Housing 
Committee, members endorsed 
a series of recommendations 
to be put to the government. 
These include the development 
of regulatory frameworks 
governing children’s use of 
technology and the expansion 
of public awareness and family 
support initiatives.
The motion also calls for reforms 
to employment practices, with 
flexible working arrangements, 
parental leave or care hours, 
and wider adoption of remote 
working among the proposals 
tabled to support work-life 
balance.
Further measures cover revisions 
to domestic labour policies, 
expanded childcare provision, 
a review of school timetables 
and curricula, and national 
programmes to deepen co-
operation between parents and 
schools. Members also flagged 
the role of media and religious 
institutions in reinforcing values 
and national identity through 
targeted campaigns. To Page 5
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Holders Gharafa 
target fi nal as Sadd 
face Duhail in 
heavyweight clash

Amir honours 180 outstanding QU graduates

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
patronised the graduation 

ceremony of the 49th batch (Class 
of 2026) of Qatar University, held at 
the University’s Sports and Events 
Complex yesterday morning.

During the ceremony, His High-
ness the Amir honoured 180 out-
standing graduates across various 
disciplines, while President of Qatar 
University (QU) Dr Omar bin Mo-
hammed al-Ansari conferred de-
grees upon 902 graduates.

On this occasion, the president of 
Qatar University delivered a speech, 
and student Abdullah Khalid al-
Kaabi gave an address on behalf of 
the graduates.

HE the Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman bin 
Jassim al-Thani attended the cer-
emony, along with Their Excellen-
cies Sheikhs and ministers, as well 

as members of QU Board of Trus-
tees, QU Vice-Presidents, students’ 
guardians and senior offi  cials. 

QU President Omar al-Ansari 
emphasised that the wise leader-
ship’s continued support for QU, 
and its fi rm belief in the role of high-
er education and the capabilities of 
Qatari youth, is a fundamental pil-
lar in the nation’s journey, and en-
hances the university’s position as 
a leading academic institution that 
contributes to building the individ-
ual and developing society.

In his remarks during the gradu-
ation ceremony of QU’s 49th batch, 
Class of 2026, he said that QU has 
served as a beacon of rigorous schol-
arship.

Across generations, students and 
faculty have contributed to build-
ing a strong academic legacy and 
a community that sees knowledge 
not as a luxury, but as a necessity, 
and learning not as a phase, but as 
a lifelong journey. He pointed out 
that the graduation day is a culmi-
nation of years of dedication and 
hard work, and the beginning of a 
new chapter, defi ned by purpose 
and impact. To Page 12

QU president hails 
wise leadership for 
steadfast support

“I congratulate our daughters and sons, the students 
of Qatar University, on their graduation from this 
important stage in their academic journey, wishing 
them further success and excellence, and that 
they may be a vital force in the renaissance of our 
society and the progress of our nation, contributing 
to the realisation of our country’s comprehensive 
developmental aspirations.”

Reuters
Dubai/Washington

Iran hit several ships in the 
Strait of Hormuz yesterday 
and set a  UAE oil port ablaze, 

as President Donald Trump’s at-
tempt to use the US Navy to free 
up shipping provoked the war’s 
biggest escalation since a ceasefi re  
was declared four weeks ago.

Trump’s new mission “Project 
Freedom”, which  he announced 
on social media overnight to re-
lease ships stuck in the strait, was 
the fi rst apparent attempt to make 

use of naval  power to unblock the 
world’s most important energy 
shipping route.

But at least in the  initial hours 
yesterday, the gamble appeared to 
have backfi red, bringing no  surge 
of merchant shipping through the 
strait while provoking a show of 
force from Iran, which had long 
threatened to respond to any es-
calation with new attacks on its 
neighbours.

The US military said two US 
merchant ships had made it 
through the strait, without saying 
when. Iran denied any such cross-
ings had taken place.

The commander of US forces 
in the region said his fl eet had 
destroyed six small Iranian boats, 
which Iran also denied. Admiral 
Brad Cooper said he “strongly ad-
vised” Iranian forces to keep clear 
of US military assets carrying out 
the mission.

Iranian authorities, for their 
part, released a map of what they 
said was an expanded sea area now 
under their control, which went 
far beyond the strait to include 
swathes of international waters, 
including long stretches of the 
United Arab Emirates’ coastline on 
either side of the strait. To Page 9

Iran hits ships, UAE oil port after Trump orders Navy to open strait

Vessels anchored in the Strait of Hormuz off  Bandar Abbas in southern 
Iran yesterday. (AFP)

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani met yesterday with Uzbekistan 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs Bakhtiyor Saidov, who is visiting the country.
The two sides discussed bilateral relations and means to enhance 
and develop them. The meeting also addressed the latest regional 
developments, particularly those related to the ceasefire between the 
US and Iran as well as ongoing eff orts to de-escalate tensions in support 
of regional security and stability. The PM underscored the importance of 
all parties engaging constructively in ongoing mediation eff orts, noting 
that such engagement would help address the root causes of the crisis 
through dialogue and peaceful means, and contribute to achieving a 
sustainable agreement that prevents further escalation. (QNA)

PM, Uzbek FM discuss PM, Uzbek FM discuss 
regional developmentsregional developments

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani held 
a phone call yesterday with UAE 
President Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed al-Nahyan.
During the call, His Highness 
the Amir expressed Qatar’s 
strong condemnation of the 
Iranian attacks targeting civilian 
sites and facilities in the United 
Arab Emirates using missiles 
and drones, reaff irming Qatar’s 
full solidarity with the UAE and 
its unwavering support for all 
measures taken to protect the 
country’s security and stability.
The two leaders also discussed 
regional and international 
developments and eff orts 
aimed at enhancing security 
and stability in the region. 
Earlier, the Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs also strongly condemned 

the Iranian attack that targeted 
an Emirati tanker operated by 
Abu Dhabi National Oil Company 
(Adnoc), which was struck by two 
drones while transiting the Strait 
of Hormuz, describing it as a 
blatant violation of international 
law and the principle of freedom 
of maritime navigation, as well 
as a flagrant breach of Security 

Council Resolution No. 2817.
In a statement yesterday, the 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 
reiterated Qatar’s categorical 
rejection of using the Strait of 
Hormuz as a tool of pressure, 
calling for its unconditional 
reopening and aff irming that 
freedom of navigation in this 
vital waterway is a firmly 
established principle that must 
not be compromised. It added 
that the continued closure of 
the Strait would jeopardise the 
vital interests of countries in 
the region.
The ministry stressed the need to 
halt unjustified Iranian attacks on 
the property of fraternal states, 
reaff irming Qatar’s full solidarity 
with the UAE and its support 
for all measures it may take to 
safeguard its assets. (QNA)

Amir strongly condemns Iran 
attacks in UAE president call

UAE President Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed al-Nahyan
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HE the Minister of Labour Dr Ali bin Smaikh al-Marri met yesterday with Bekhzod Musaev, chairman of 
the Migration Agency under the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
The meeting discussed ways to enhance bilateral co-operation in the labour sector and means to 
further strengthen relations between the two countries. (QNA)

HE the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Aff airs Sheikh Saud bin Abdulrahman 
bin Hassan al-Thani met yesterday with the Minister of Foreign Aff airs of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
Bakhtiyor Saidov and his accompanying delegation, currently visiting the country.
During the meeting, the two sides discussed the latest regional and security developments, as well as 
aspects of defence co-operation and joint co-ordination in light of current circumstances.
The meeting was attended by a number of senior off icers from both sides. (QNA)

Labour minister meets Uzbekistan 
Migration Agency chairman

Deputy PM meets Uzbek foreign minister

Deputy PM receives call from Singapore counterpart

GCC chief condemns attack on UAE tanker in Hormuz

HE the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Aff airs Sheikh Saud bin Abdulrahman bin Hassan 
al-Thani received a phone call yesterday from the Minister for Defence and Co-ordinating Minister for Public 
Services of the Republic of Singapore Chan Chun Sing.
During the call, the two sides discussed the latest regional and security developments, as well as aspects of joint 
co-operation and co-ordination in light of current circumstances. (QNA)

GCC Secretary-General Jasem Mohamed Albudaiwi has strongly condemned an attack on a tanker operated by 
the UAE’s energy company Adnoc while it was transiting the Strait of Hormuz.
Albudaiwi described the incident as “piracy and dangerous coercion” against maritime security, accusing Iran of 
continued attacks on vessels passing through the strategic waterway. He said such actions constitute a “flagrant 
violation” of relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions, including Resolution 2817, and pose a serious threat 
to freedom of navigation and global energy supplies. The GCC chief expressed full solidarity with the UAE, aff irming 
the council’s support for all measures taken by Abu Dhabi to safeguard its sovereignty, security and stability. (QNA)

GCC chief, Uzbek FM discuss 
international, regional issues

Secretary General of the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) 
Jasem Mohamed Albudaiwi met with Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs of the Republic of Uzbekistan Bakhtiyor Saidov to 

discuss a number of international and regional issues, foremost 
the recent treacherous Iranian attacks on GCC states.

During the meeting, they reviewed the strategic relations 
between the GCC and Central Asian states, expressing their 
anticipation for the upcoming second joint summit. They also 
discussed GCC-Uzbekistan bilateral relations and ways to 
strengthen and consolidate them to accomplish desired objec-
tives. Furthermore, they explored several economic proposals 
aimed at enhancing investment and economic co-operation be-
tween the two sides.

At the conclusion of the meeting, both sides underlined the 
signifi cance of intensifying joint eff orts to enhance security and 
stability both regionally and globally. (QNA)

MoPH steps up eff orts to tackle asthma burden

Qatar’s Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH) is marking 
World Asthma Day today, 

highlighting the need to improve 
access to essential treatments 
under this year’s theme “Make 
Inhaled Treatments Accessible 
for All - Still an Urgent Need”.

Health offi  cials said the initiative 
refl ects Qatar’s ongoing eff orts to 
align with international strategies 
aimed at reducing the burden of 
Asthma, one of the most common 
long-term diseases worldwide.

Sheikh Dr Mohamed bin Ha-
mad al-Thani, Director of Non-
Communicable Disease Preven-
tion Programs at the ministry, 
said current policies are shifting 
beyond general awareness cam-
paigns towards encouraging be-
havioural change. He said this 
includes promoting early detec-
tion, improving adherence to 
treatment, and ensuring patients 
and their families are equipped to 
manage the condition eff ectively.

He also urged the public to fol-

low medical advice, avoid triggers 
and stick to prescribed treat-
ments, stressing that awareness 
remains central to reducing the 
disease’s impact and improving 
public health outcomes.

The ministry said it contin-
ues to expand national eff orts 
to prevent asthma and enhance 
patients’ quality of life through 
a range of awareness programs 
and health initiatives targeting 
all segments of society. These ef-
forts are being developed in line 
with the National Health Strat-
egy 2024-2030, with the aim of 
reducing complications linked to 
chronic respiratory diseases.

Offi  cials added that partner-
ships with national healthcare 

providers are being strengthened 
to ensure more integrated pre-
vention and treatment services.

Among the key initiatives is the 
Asthma-Friendly Schools Pro-
gram, which has been rolled out 
across government schools to im-
prove readiness in dealing with 
asthma cases. The program in-
cludes unifi ed guidance for schools 
and awareness campaigns target-
ing students, parents and staff .

Asthma is a chronic condition 
aff ecting the airways, causing 
breathing diffi  culties. When ex-
posed to irritants, the airways can 
become infl amed and narrowed, 
increasing mucus production and 
restricting airfl ow, which may 
lead to asthma attacks. (QNA)
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Campaign 
launched to 
remove winter 
camping sites

The Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change’s  Wildlife 
Protection Department, in co-
operation with the Environmental 
Security Group of the Internal 
Security Force (Lekhwiya), 
has announced the launch of 
intensive field campaigns across 
various regions of the country to 
immediately remove camping sites. 
These campaigns come as part of 
the ministry’s eff orts to protect the 
environment and preserve natural 
resources, especially following the 
end of the 2026 winter camping 
season. They also aim to maintain 
the integrity of ecosystems in 
wilderness areas, while regulating 
activities to ensure compliance 
with the country’s approved laws 
and regulations.
Meanwhile, the ministry aff irmed 
that these measures reflect its 
ongoing commitment to enhancing 
environmental sustainability and 
reducing harmful practices that 
may aff ect wildlife or damage 
natural sites. It also stressed the 
importance of cooperation from 
all members of society in adhering 
to environmental rules and 
guidelines.

Qatar reviews hazardous materials 
management system under Tasmu

HE the Minister of Environment and Climate 
Change Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki 
al-Subaie has met a team from the Tasmu 

platform of the Ministry of Communications and 
Information Technology to review progress on a new 
hazardous materials management system.

The meeting discussed the latest developments 
in the project, which aims to strengthen oversight 
of hazardous substances and waste in the country, 
while streamlining procedures for relevant authori-
ties and improving operational effi  ciency.

The system is being developed in co-operation 
with the Tasmu platform, which is a key driver of 
the Smart Qatar programme. Offi  cials said the plat-
form provides advanced digital capabilities that fa-
cilitate data exchange across vital sectors, including 
transport, logistics, environment, healthcare and 
sport, while maintaining high standards of data pri-
vacy and security.

The initiative forms part of broader eff orts to en-
hance digital governance and improve environmen-
tal monitoring systems in Qatar. (QNA)

New labour inspectors take oath of off ice
A new batch of inspectors 
from the Ministry of Labour 
has taken the oath of off ice 
before HE Minister of Labour 
Dr Ali bin Smaikh al-Marri, 
following the granting of 
judicial enforcement authority 
and the successful completion 
of the required theoretical 
and practical training.
The new cohort forms part of 
the ministry’s ongoing eff orts 
to ensure the full enforcement 
of labour regulations and to 
expand inspection capacity, 
with the aim of enhancing the 
work environment. (QNA)

Lekhwiya receives Gord Diamond 
Rating for district cooling plant

The Internal Security Force (Lekhwiya) has been 
awarded a Diamond Rating by the Gulf Organi-
sation for Research and Development (Gord) 

for the district cooling plant at its Duhail camp.
The certifi cation was presented during a ceremony 

held at the ISF Offi  cers Club at Duhail Camp, in the 
presence of Staff  Major General Mohammed Misfer 
al-Shahwani, Deputy Commander of Lekhwiya.

Dr Yousef Mohamed Alhorr, Founding Chairman 
of Gord, presented the certifi cate to Engineer Major 
Mohammed Yousef al-Qattan, Director of the Build-
ings Aff airs Department at Lekhwiya.

The plant received the prestigious rating fol-
lowing comprehensive evaluation and auditing 
processes that confirmed its outstanding per-
formance in sustainability and operational effi-
ciency. Over more than 8,500 operating hours, the 
facility recorded top environmental performance 
among projects certified under the Arcadia certi-
fication system, which specialises in energy centre 
efficiency. (QNA)

Court of Appeal acquits civil pilot
from charges of altercation at hotel
By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

The Court of Appeal has over-
turned a lower court ruling 
against a civil pilot, acquit-

ting him of all charges after deter-
mining he had no involvement in 
an altercation at a hotel in Doha.

The Court of Appeal accepted 
the pilot’s challenge, nullify-
ing an earlier judgment that had 
sentenced him to one month in 
prison and a fi ne, in addition to 
deportation. The ruling came af-
ter a thorough re-examination of 
the case, which established that 
the defendant did not commit the 
off ence attributed to him.

The case stemmed from a fi ght 

that broke out inside a Doha ho-
tel, where several individuals 
were apprehended and referred 
to trial. According to case fi les, 
the pilot had been charged with 
causing a public disturbance and 
was initially convicted in absen-
tia because he did not appear be-
fore the court at the fi rst stage of 
proceedings.

During the appeal, defence law-
yer Abdullah bin Hamad al-Athba 
presented arguments grounded in 
a detailed review of the incident, 
particularly an analysis of surveil-
lance camera footage. The record-
ings clearly showed that the pilot 
was not involved in the altercation 
and had instead attempted to de-
fuse the situation.

Further submissions revealed 

that another individual present 
at the scene bore a resemblance 
to the accused, which likely led to 
confusion during the initial arrest. 
This misidentifi cation was later 
resolved through technical evi-
dence presented before the court.

In its reasoning, the court 
stressed that mere presence at 
the scene of an incident does 
not constitute proof of guilt. 
It noted that the case file con-
tained no evidence that the de-
fendant had engaged in crimi-
nal conduct. On the contrary, 
the court found that his actions 
were limited to intervening to 
contain the situation rather 
than participating in it. Eventu-
ally, the court issued a full ac-
quittal based on these findings.

MoEHE launches online registration 
service for students with disabilities

Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education 
(MoEHE) has introduced 

a new electronic registration serv-
ice for students with disabilities 
enrolling in public schools, as part 
of a broader push to modernise 
services and expand digital access.

Offi  cials say the initiative is de-
signed to simplify procedures for 
parents and improve transpar-
ency in admissions, with place-
ments determined according to 
approved geographic criteria.

Speaking at a press conference 
yesterday, Amna Ali al-Mulla, 
Acting Director of the Special Ed-
ucation and Inclusive Education 
Department, said the service cov-
ers a wide range of cases, including 
autism spectrum disorder, intel-
lectual, hearing, visual and physi-
cal disabilities, as well as develop-
mental delays and brain injuries.

She added that applicants must 
provide a certifi ed medical fi le is-
sued by relevant health authori-
ties. Cases will then be referred to 

a student support services centre 
to carry out specialised assess-
ments and determine the most 
suitable educational setting.

The ministry also highlighted 
recent expansion in specialised 
facilities. Qatar currently oper-
ates seven “Al Hidaya” schools, 
alongside Rawdat Al Jiwan, an 
early intervention centre ex-
pected to receive 50 students next 
year. Warif Academy, run in part-
nership with Qatar Foundation, 
is also set to increase its capacity 
from 56 to 90 students to meet 
demand from those with severe 
functional challenges.

Separately, Warda Moham-
med Aqeel, Assistant Director of 
Schools and Student Aff airs, said 
more than 4,000 students with 
disabilities or in inclusion pro-
grammes are currently enrolled 
across 99 government schools, 
out of a total of 229 nationwide.

She noted that 16 new fully 
equipped school buildings have 
opened over the past two years, 

alongside the introduction of dedi-
cated classrooms under an individ-
ualised educational support sys-
tem, incorporating digital learning 
resources and adapted curricula.

On the technical side, Mona 
Salem al-Fadhli, Director of In-
formation Systems, said the serv-
ice is accessible on the ministry’s 
“Public Services” platform. Par-
ents are required to update em-
ployment details and upload key 
documents, including birth cer-
tifi cates and medical reports.

Applications can be tracked 
online, with cases undergoing 
administrative review before re-
ferral to the Rou’a advisory cen-
tre for fi nal evaluation. Parents 
are notifi ed of updates or missing 
documents via text messages.

The ministry said the initia-
tive forms part of its strategy to 
create a more inclusive and sus-
tainable education system, built 
on integrated data and tailored 
services to meet the needs of Qa-
tari society. (QNA)

Mwani deploys advanced environmental buoys

Mwani Qatar has deployed advanced environmental buoys to monitor marine water quality in the deep waters 
surrounding Hamad Port, as part of its ongoing eff orts to protect the country’s marine ecosystems. These buoys 
feature modern technologies and high-quality standards, enabling precise monitoring of a wide range of vital 
environmental indicators, with direct integration to the operations room to provide real-time data that supports 
rapid response and enhances decision-making eff iciency.
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Katara opens Contemporary Graphic 
Art Exhibition featuring 29 artists

Katara Cultural Village 
Foundation opened a Con-
temporary Graphic Art Ex-

hibition featuring 29 artists from 
Qatar and abroad, showcasing 
more than 170 works across mod-
ern printmaking techniques.

The exhibition runs until May 18 
at Hall 18 in Katara. The show brings 
together artists from diff erent gen-
erations, refl ecting diverse styles 
and schools within printmaking.

Exhibition co-ordinator Ab-

dulrahman al-Muttawa praised 
Katara’s support, saying it 
strengthens the presence of 
printmaking in the art scene and 
unites specialised artists from 
Qatar and around the world.

He noted his six exhibited works 
are inspired by the character and 
societal role of Qatari women.

Artist Haifa al-Khuzai said the 
exhibition highlights the breadth 
of printmaking techniques and 
serves as a platform for dialogue 

on its aesthetics and methods, 
adding that her works draw on 
traditional Qatari women’s attire 
through silk printing.

Artist Lina al-Ali commended 
Katara’s support for the visual 
arts, describing the exhibition as 
a refl ection of Qatar’s rich cul-
tural scene and a platform for 
artistic exchange. She said her 
works explore the identity of Qa-
tari women and their connection 
to national heritage. (QNA)

Shura backs national body for parental care
From Page 1

Opening the debate, HE al-
Ghanem said the pace of social 
change had heightened the need 
for co-ordinated legislative and 
policy responses, stressing the 

role of parents in child-rearing, 
safeguarding national identity 
and underpinning social stability.

Presenting the committee’s 
fi ndings, Sultan bin Hassan al-
Dosari said the committee had held 
12 sittings to examine the issue, 

weighing concerns over reliance 
on domestic workers, children’s 
use of technology and the need for 
stronger parental involvement in 
education. Members contributing 
to the debate said primary respon-
sibility for upbringing rests with 
the family, while underlining the 
importance of joined-up action 
across relevant authorities.

Elsewhere on the order paper, 
the Council gave a fi rst reading to 
a draft law on state property, re-
ferring it to the Legal and Legisla-
tive Aff airs Committee for detailed 
scrutiny. It also approved legisla-
tion on a unifi ed GCC framework 
for voluntary work, along with 
amendments to the law governing 
the State Audit Bureau, following 
committee-stage consideration. 
Members further agreed to extend 
committee scrutiny of a draft bill 
on tax exemptions covering cer-
tain transactions involving foreign 
companies working with military 
entities.

QRCS launches Adahi Project

Qatar Red Crescent Soci-
ety (QRCS) has launched 
Adahi Project for 1447 

AH under the slogan “Make Their 
Eid”, a seasonal initiative aimed 
at facilitating the performance 
of the ritual sacrifi ce by enabling 
donors to book Sharia-compliant 
livestock, including sheep, cattle, 
and goats, under the organisa-
tion’s supervision.

In a statement issued on Sun-
day, QRCS said it will oversee the 
delivery of donated sacrifi cial 
meat to eligible benefi ciaries in-
side Qatar and abroad, in accord-
ance with applicable hygiene and 
humanitarian standards.

The organisation added that the 

project falls within its “Keep Your 
Balance of Good Deeds Alive” 
campaign, launched during the 
holy month of Ramadan, noting 
that it aims to distribute slaugh-
tered and canned Adahi meat 
as food assistance to more than 
250,000 people in 17 countries.

Managing Director and Secre-
tary-General of QRCS, Ebrahim 
bin Hashim AlSada, said the or-
ganisation is launching the annual 
Adahi project for the tenth year to 
ease the process for individuals 
wishing to perform the ritual. 

He noted that donors can com-
plete the process through a few 
steps by selecting the country, 
specifying the type of sacrifi ce, 

and making the payment.
He added that QRCS special-

ists co-ordinate all necessary ar-
rangements with partners and 
relevant authorities to carry out 
slaughtering, preparation, and 
distribution to displaced persons, 
refugees, and those in need, ena-
bling donors to combine the spir-
itual reward of the sacrifi ce with 
the humanitarian benefi t of sup-
porting vulnerable communities.

The statement noted that the 
project consists of two compo-
nents: one inside Qatar targeting 
families registered under social 
assistance lists, and another tar-
geting benefi ciaries outside the 
country. (QNA)

HEC Paris, Doha to hold online info session 
for Executive MBA Emerging Leaders Track
HEC Paris, ranked among the world’s top business 
schools, invites professionals in Qatar to an online info 
session on its Executive MBA Emerging Leaders Track 
on May 13 from 5.30pm-6.30pm. The session will be 
led by Dr Wolfgang Amann, Professor of Strategy and 
Leadership at HEC Paris.
Designed for ambitious professionals with at least 
5 years of work experience, the programme equips 

participants with advanced leadership capabilities 
and a strategic mindset to accelerate their careers or 
launch businesses. 
Alumni will also share insights on how the EMBA 
contributed to their transformation and opened new 
opportunities.
Upon registration, attendees will receive a 
confirmation e-mail with a link to join the session.

Qatar Charity’s emergency water 
project in Yemen benefi ts 13,500

Qatar Charity (QC) has 
launched an emergency 
water project in Taiz, 

Yemen, to help address the city’s 
severe water crisis.

The project benefi ted around 
13,500 people in three main dis-
tricts of Taiz - Al Mudaff ar, Salh, 
and Al Qahira amid worsen-
ing water shortages caused by 
drought.

A total of 108 water distribu-
tion points were covered, with 36 
points in each district.

Taiz is facing one of Yemen’s 
most severe water emergencies, 
particularly in elevated neigh-
bourhoods, where water sup-
ply interruptions can last for 
months. 

For many families, access to 
drinking water has become a daily 
struggle, placing heavy fi nancial 
and physical burdens on already 
vulnerable households. (QNA)
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QPC highlights seven journalism challenges during wars and crises

The Qatar Press Centre 
(QPC), in co-operation 
with the Media Department 

at Qatar University (QU), held 
a seminar marking World Press 
Freedom Day under the theme 
“Press Freedom in Times of Crises 
and Wars.” The event, part of the 
“Press Council” sessions, brought 
together academics and media 
professionals at Abdullah bin Hus-
sein Al-Nema Hall.

Speakers included Dr Taleb al-
Atba, a specialist in strategic and 
crisis communication at QU; Pal-
estinian journalist Najwan Samri; 
and Dr Abdullah al-Har, a lecturer 
in QU’s Media Department.

Held against a backdrop of es-
calating global confl icts, the semi-
nar outlined seven key challenges 
confronting journalism today: 
tensions between national secu-
rity and the public’s right to know; 
rapid digital transformation; the 
growing infl uence of artifi cial in-
telligence; increasing diffi  culty in 
verifying information; the spread 
of misinformation; the emergence 
of digital platforms as arenas of in-
formation warfare; and declining 
safety guarantees for journalists.

The discussion framed these is-
sues within this year’s World Press 
Freedom Day theme, “Shaping a 
Future of Peace,” which highlights 

the relationship between journal-
ism, technology, civic space, and 
human rights.

Dr al-Atba said crisis communi-
cation diff ers from routine media 
work, as it is defi ned by immedi-
acy, speed, and credibility. These 
conditions, he noted, test whether 
media organisations can pursue 
truth or drift into reinforcing dom-
inant narratives.

He described crises as unstable 
environments that force journal-
ists to rethink the meaning and 

limits of press freedom. In mod-
ern confl icts, restrictions extend 
beyond access to information to 
include algorithmic infl uence, se-
lective content promotion, and 
control over what audiences see.

“Media today does not simply 
facts,” he said, noting that it in-
creasingly shapes perception and 
public understanding. Narrative 
control, he added, now operates at 
a behavioural and cognitive level, 
not just through reporting.

Al-Atba warned that artifi cial 

intelligence has become a powerful 
tool in misinformation, enabling 
the creation of highly realistic im-
ages, audio, and fabricated scenes. 
The challenge is no longer just 
identifying false content but cul-
tivating critical awareness among 
journalists and audiences.

He called for a dual approach: 
institutional measures such as 
regulations and training on AI 
use, and individual responsibil-
ity through stronger verifi cation 
skills and awareness of context and 
sources. Collaboration between 
academia and practitioners, he 
added, is essential to developing 
professional standards that protect 
public understanding.

Dr al-Har emphasised that pre-
paring journalists for crises cannot 
remain confi ned to classrooms, 
pointing to a gap between academ-
ic theory and fi eld realities. He said 
professional resilience comes from 
combining theoretical grounding 
with practical training.

He also highlighted media lit-
eracy as a core pillar — not only 
for journalists but for audiences, 
who now actively shape the infor-
mation environment. Journalists 
today must go beyond producing 
content to understanding audi-
ence engagement and the impact 
of their reporting.

Samri shared her experience re-
porting from Palestine, describing 
a highly restrictive environment 
shaped by security pressures and 
competing narratives. She said 
such conditions aff ect access to in-
formation, freedom of movement, 
and the ability to report accurately.

She pointed to the ban on Al 
Jazeera as a signifi cant escalation, 
signalling broader eff orts to limit 
independent coverage. Since Oc-
tober 7, she said, conditions have 
deteriorated further, with journal-
ists facing direct targeting, dis-
placement, and disrupted commu-
nications.

Samri described the killing of 
Shireen Abu Akleh as a turning 

point that underscored the risks 
faced by clearly identifi ed journal-
ists. Subsequent events, she added, 
show a pattern of attacks on media 
workers, offi  ces, and infrastructure.

She stressed that protecting 
journalists requires concrete in-
ternational action, not statements, 
and that the risks faced today ex-
tend beyond professional chal-
lenges to personal safety and loss.

Despite these conditions, Samri 
said maintaining professionalism 
requires discipline, verifi cation, 
and ethical responsibility toward 
both victims and audiences. War 
coverage, she noted, tests not only 
skills but also humanity and en-
durance.

The seminar concluded that press freedom in times of crisis is 
inseparable from journalist safety, public access to information, and 
societal resilience against misinformation.

EAA contributes to French 
G7 Presidency discussions
QNA
Doha

Education Above All (EAA) 
Foundation participated in a 
series of high-level engage-

ments in Paris under the French 
G7 Presidency, contributing to 
international discussions on the 
future of development fi nance and 
the growing role of philanthropy in 
advancing sustainable and inclu-
sive development.

In a press release issued yester-
day, the Foundation stated that EAA 
Foundation CEO Mohammed al-
Kubaisi participated as a featured 
speaker in the offi  cial high-level 
side event of the G7 Development 
Ministerial Meeting, titled “Stra-
tegic Partnerships for a Renewed 
Development Paradigm: Engaging 
Philanthropy in Blended Finance.” 
The session opened with welcom-
ing remarks from Minister Delegate 
to the Minister for Europe and For-
eign Aff airs, responsible for Fran-
cophonie, International Partner-
ships, and French Citizens Abroad, 
Eleonore Caroit, and Special Envoy 
for the Pact for Prosperity, People 
and the Planet, Moussa Faki.

The roundtable, organised by 
OECD Network of Foundations 
Working for Development (net-
FWD), brought together senior 
representatives from the Gates 
Foundation, Wellcome Trust, Si-
mon Hodson, Aga Khan Fund for 
Economic Development, the King 
Khalid Foundation, Thomas Me-

lonio, Agence francaise de devel-
oppement (AFD), and FMO Dutch 
Entrepreneurial Bank.

The event also marked the 
launch of the statement “Philan-
thropy as a Strategic Partner in a 
Renewed Development Paradigm,” 
which EAA Foundation endorsed 
alongside other leading philan-
thropic actors. EAA Foundation’s 
participation refl ected the grow-
ing international recognition of 
the Foundation’s role in advancing 
innovative, impact- oriented ap-
proaches to education fi nancing 
and development.

EAA Foundation also engaged in 
a series of bilateral and multilat-
eral meetings with senior repre-
sentatives from key international 
institutions, including the OECD, 
Unesco, and AFD, as part of eff orts 
to strengthen strategic partner-
ships and explore opportunities 
for deeper collaboration across 
education, development, and fi -
nancing priorities.

Commenting on the Founda-
tion’s participation, EEA Founda-

tion’s CEO Mohammed al-Ku-
baisi, said: “Education Above All 
Foundation’s participation in these 
important discussions refl ected 
the growing recognition that phi-
lanthropy has a vital role to play in 
shaping a more inclusive, eff ective, 
and partnership driven develop-
ment fi nance system,” stressing 
the need to keep an education at 
the centre of global development 
fi nancing conversations and to 
strengthen partnerships that can 
help expand impact for children 
and youth around the world.

EAA Foundation’s participation 
across these engagements under-
scored its commitment not only to 
contributing to global dialogue but 
also to supporting practical solu-
tions that help strengthen fi nanc-
ing systems and expand opportuni-
ties for underserved communities. 
By engaging across policy, politi-
cal, and technical discussions, the 
Foundation helped ensure that 
education and human development 
remained central to the interna-
tional development agenda.

Hayya wins Silver Stevie Award for 
public sector innovation in Mena

Qatar Tourism (QT) has 
announced that the 
Hayya platform has 

been awarded the Silver Ste-
vie Award in the Innovation 
in Public Administration cat-
egory at the 2026 Middle East 
& North Africa Stevie Award, 
recognising its role in trans-
forming travel, tourism and 
event management through 
advanced digital solutions.

Hayya was selected for its 
continued evolution into a 
comprehensive digital plat-
form for e-visa processing, 
event access and accreditation, 
supported by seamless inte-
gration with government sys-
tems. This ecosystem is further 
strengthened by a portfolio of 
complementary solutions, in-
cluding the Hayya Mobile App, 
Hayya Portal (HMP), the Hayya 
Accreditation and Credential-
ing System (HACS), Hayya 
Move, the Hayya Reporting 
System (HRS), and the Group 
Visas and Accreditations Serv-
ice (GVA), collectively enhanc-
ing operational effi  ciency and 
the overall user experience.

The platform’s innovation 
is reflected in its adoption of 
advanced technologies, in-
cluding optical character rec-
ognition to minimise manual 
input, artificial intelligence 
for photo compliance veri-
fication, and NFC-enabled 
passport scanning to simplify 
data entry. 

Saeed al-Kuwari, director of 
Hayya, said: “This recognition 

refl ects Hayya’s continued de-
velopment as a national plat-
form supporting digital trans-
formation across the tourism 
ecosystem. We remain focused 
on advancing solutions that 
enhance operational effi  ciency 
and deliver a seamless experi-
ence for visitors and partners, 
while contributing to the long-
term development of Qatar’s 
tourism sector.”

Maggie Miller, president 
of the Stevie Awards, said: 
“We are delighted to recog-
nise the achievements of such 
a diverse group of organisa-
tions across the Mena region 
in the 2026 edition of the 
Middle East and North Af-

rica Stevie Awards. We look 
forward to celebrating Stevie 
winners during our gala event 
on September 11 at the Inter-
Continental Hotel, Istanbul, 
Turkiye. The quality of nomi-
nations received this year was 
exceptional, and the pro-
gramme continues to grow, 
reflecting the strong pace of 
innovation across the region.”

Operated by QT, Hayya 
serves as the State of Qa-
tar’s offi  cial e-visa platform 
and central digital gateway, 
streamlining access to the 
country through integrated 
visa processing and event 
services within a single, user-
friendly interface.

QTri hosts 2nd Annual Aquathlon at Azure Beach Doha

QTri organised the second 
edition of the QTri Aquath-
lon at Azure Beach Doha, 

alongside a 5km running race. The 
event was held under the patronage 
of the Qatar Sports For All Federa-
tion, in co-operation with Qetaifan 
Projects Company, hosted by Az-
ure Beach Doha, and supported by 

Meryal Waterpark and Rixos Pre-
mium Qetaifan Island North.

Now in its second consecutive 
year at Azure Beach and fi fth time 
on Qetaifan Island North, the race 
attracted 265 Aquathlon partici-
pants and 100 runners, with strong 
Qatari, resident, and GCC partici-
pation. A special category for ath-

letes with disabilities reinforced 
QTri’s commitment to inclusivity.

Competitors started with a sea 
swim from the shores of Azure 
Beach, followed by a scenic run 
along the island’s promenade. Par-
ticipants praised the professional 
organisation and stunning setting.

This successful edition high-

lights Qetaifan Island North’s 
emergence as a leading sports des-
tination in Qatar.

Azure Beach Doha, located on 
the brand-new and much-antic-
ipated Qetaifan Island North and 
nestled among white sands and 
shimmering blue waters, sets the 
scene for endless seaside fun.
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Aoun seeking a deal 
before Israel talks
AFP
Beirut

Lebanese President Joseph Aoun 
said yesterday a security deal 
and an end to Israeli attacks were 

needed before any meeting with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
sought by Washington.

Aoun’s offi  ce said in a statement 
that the president “reiterated his view 
that the timing is not appropriate now 
for a meeting” with Netanyahu.

The statement quoted Aoun as say-
ing: “We must fi rst reach a security 
agreement and stop the Israeli attacks 
on us before we raise the issue of a 
meeting between us.”

Israeli and Lebanese representatives 
last month met twice in Washington 
— the fi rst such meetings in decades, 
which came after Iran-backed Hez-
bollah drew Lebanon into the Middle 
East war on March 2, sparking heavy 
Israeli strikes and a ground invasion.

After the fi rst talks, US President 
Donald Trump announced a 10-day 
ceasefi re in Lebanon that began on 
April 17, and a three-week extension 
after the second round.

The two countries are preparing for 
direct negotiations.

The statement from Aoun’s offi  ce 
said a third round of “preparatory 
talks” were expected “in the coming 
days”.

At the second meeting later in April, 
Trump said he expected Aoun and 
Netanyahu to meet jointly with him at 
the White House “over the next couple 
of weeks”.

Last week, the US embassy in Bei-
rut urged such a meeting, saying that 
“Lebanon stands at a crossroads. Its 
people have a historic opportunity to 
reclaim their country and shape their 
future,” adding that “the time for hesi-
tation is over”.

A direct meeting between Aoun 
and Netanyahu, “facilitated by Presi-
dent Trump, would give Lebanon the 
chance to secure concrete guarantees” 
including on sovereignty, the embassy 
added, at a time when Israeli troops 
are still operating in south Lebanon.

The planned negotiations have 
caused a rift in Lebanon, with Hez-
bollah rejecting direct negotiations as 
well as Beirut’s previous commitment 
to disarm it.

Hezbollah chief Naim Qassem earli-
er Monday criticised direct talks, say-
ing they put Lebanon “under tutelage”, 
and instead called for diplomacy that 
leads to an end to the war.

“Direct negotiations are a gra-

tuitous concession, without results,” 
Qassem said. Aoun said “there is no 
turning back from the path of nego-
tiations, because we have no other op-
tion”, according to the statement from 
his offi  ce, reiterating that the process 
sought to achieve an Israeli withdrawal 
from Lebanon.

Israeli strikes have killed almost 
2,700 people in Lebanon, including 
dozens since the ceasefi re.

The United Arab Emirates slammed 
the latest Iranian barrage 
targeting its country yesterday. 
“These attacks represent a 
dangerous escalation and an 
unacceptable transgression, 
posing a direct threat to the state’s 
security, stability, and the safety 
of its territories,” the UAE’s foreign 
ministry said in a statement. It 
added that the UAE “reserves its 
full and legitimate right to respond 
to these attacks”. (AFP)

UAE slams latest 
Iranian attacks

Two people were injured when a 
residential building was targeted in 
Oman’s Bukha along the coastline 
of the Strait of Hormuz, state media 
reported yesterday. “A security 
source reported that a residential 
building for employees of a 
company in the Tibat area of Bukha 
was targeted, resulting in moderate 
injuries to two expatriates, damage 
to four vehicles and broken glass 
in one of the nearby houses,” the 
Oman News Agency said. (AFP)

Residential building 
in Oman targeted

Iran denied yesterday that the 
United States had sunk Iranian 
boats, state television reported, 
after an American admiral said US 
forces had destroyed six vessels.
“The US claim that it sank a number 
of Iranian war boats is false,” a 
senior Iranian military off icial said 
on the state television. (AFP)

Tehran denies US 
sank six boats

Israeli artillery units and military vehicles in formation on the Israeli side of the 
Israel-Lebanon border, in northern Israel yesterday. (Reuters)

Hezbollah says fi ghters clashed with Israeli troops 

Hezbollah said its forces clashed with Israeli soldiers yesterday in south 
Lebanon near the border where the troops are still operating, despite a 
ceasefire since April 17.
Hezbollah said in a statement that after Israeli troops attempted to advance 
near the town of Deir Seryan — which is inside the Israeli-declared “yellow line” 
where Lebanese residents have been told not to return — its fighters “opened 
fire on the enemy force and engaged in heavy clashes with them”.
The Israeli military confirmed there were clashes with Hezbollah fighters in 
south Lebanon.
“Earlier today, two IDF soldiers were moderately injured as a result of a close-
quarters encounter with Hezbollah terrorists in southern Lebanon,” the military 
said in a statement.
“The soldiers were evacuated to receive medical treatment at a hospital.” (AFP)

Mali Junta chief 
to replace slain 
defence minister

AFP
Bamako

Mali’s junta leader, Assimi Goita, will assume 
the additional role of defence minister, ac-
cording to a decree announced yesterday, 

after the death of the previous minister in large-scale 
attacks.

Mali is facing a security crisis following an assault 
on junta strongholds led by Tuareg separatists and Al-
Qaeda-linked jihadists more than a week ago, during 
which defence minister Sadio Camara was killed by a 
car bomb at his residence.

The separatists and jihadists were able to capture 
the key northern town of Kidal in their assault on mul-
tiple junta locations, in the largest attack in the west 
African country in nearly 15 years.

The fi ghting resulted in the death of at least 23 peo-
ple, with the UN children’s agency Unicef reporting 
that civilians and children were among the dead and 
injured.

Militants from Al-Qaeda’s branch in the Sahel 
region — the Group for the Support of Islam and 
Muslims (JNIM) — joined forces with the Azawad 
Liberation Front (FLA), an ethnic Tuareg separatist 
movement, in the attacks against the junta and its 
Russian mercenaries.

Goita, in his new role, will be assisted by General 
Oumar Diarra, according to a separate decree.

Diarra had been serving as military chief of staff  but 
is now minister delegate to the minister of defence.

Both decrees were read out on public broadcaster 
ORTM.

 ‘Cat and mouse’
In the wake of the attacks during the weekend of 

April 25-26, the militants had announced a blockade of 
the capital Bamako in retaliation for “the population’s 
support of the army”.

However, that blockade has only partially been ef-
fective, according to an AFP correspondent in the city.

“The militants  are merely engaging in harassment,” 
an offi  cer in charge of patrolling the highway connect-
ing the city of Kayes to Bamako told AFP correspond-
ents on the ground.

“We haven’t actually encountered them anywhere. 
They are playing cat and mouse with us but — admit-
tedly — the population is panicking

A manager at a transport company that operates 
along the Bamako-Sikasso route said, however, that 
his fi rm had “suspended all departures for Bamako 
until further notice”.

One person heading to Bamako from Segou told AFP 
of having travelled “with knots in our stomachs” but 
there was no major incident.

Another said some people were taking detours to 
avoid certain areas.

UAE accuses 
Iran of firing at 
empty ADNOC 
oil tanker

Reuters
Cairo

The United Arab  Emirates 
yesterday accused Iran  of 
attacking  an empty crude 

 oil tanker belonging to the Abu 
Dhabi state oil fi rm ADNOC with 
drones as it attempted to pass 
through the Strait of Hormuz.

ADNOC’s maritime energy 
logistics unit said the Barakah 
was empty when it was attacked 
by two drones, and no injuries 
were reported.

“The UAE further  stressed the 
need for Iran to halt these un-
provoked attacks, ensure its full 
commitment to an immediate 
cessation of all hostilities, and the 
complete and unconditional reo-
pening of the Strait of Hormuz,” 
the foreign ministry added.

Iran has blocked entry and exit 
from the Gulf  to most non-Irani-
an ships  since the US and Israel 
began attacking it on February 28. 
It has threatened to attack unau-
thorised vessels as they transit 
the Strait, conduit for around a 
fi fth of the world’s oil and gas 
shipments.

The United Kingdom Maritime 
Trade Operations agency said 
earlier that a tanker had reported 
being hit by unknown projectiles 
while about 78 nautical miles 
north of UAE’s Fujairah.

In the wake of latest attack on 
its territories, the United Arab 
Emirates yesterday ordered all 
schools to temporarily return to 
remote learning for the rest of the 
week, the education ministry said. 
“The Ministry of Education 
announces a decision to shift to a 
remote learning system starting 
from Tuesday, May 5, 2026, until 
Friday, May 8, 2026,” read a 
statement by the ministry. (AFP)

Remote learning at 
UAE’s schools 

UAE: OPEC exit ‘not directed against anyone’
AFP
Abu Dhabi

The UAE’s shock decision 
to leave Saudi-dominated 
OPEC was not targeted 

at anyone, the UAE minister 
who heads the state oil giant said 
yesterday.

The move aimed at focusing on 
national priorities and the UAE 
economy, said Sultan Al Jaber, 
who is ADNOC’s CEO and the 
country’s industry and advanced 
technology minister.

The decision, which took ef-
fect on Friday, followed months of 
tensions with neighbouring Saudi 
Arabia, the world’s top oil export-
er and de facto leader of OPEC, 
over foreign policy, oil output and 
the Middle East war, which has 
strained Gulf economies.

A close partnership between 
the Gulf nations has turned into 
open rivalry since a public falling 
out in December over Yemen, but 
the minister said the decision to 
withdraw from the oil cartel was 
not aimed at any nation.

“The United Arab Emirates’ 
sovereign decision to reposition 
itself within the global energy 
landscape, and to exit OPEC and 
OPEC+, is not a decision directed 
against anyone,” he told a confer-
ence in Abu Dhabi.

The exit of the UAE, which was 
OPEC’s fourth-largest producer, 

dealt a blow to the cartel’s ability 
to control oil prices.

It also further strained UAE-
Saudi ties, which plunged after 

their row over Yemen in Decem-
ber, according to analysts. The 
two sides have long been at odds 
over OPEC production quotas.

Leaving OPEC “serves our na-
tional interests and long-term 
strategic objectives, aligns with 
our industrial, economic, and de-

velopmental ambitions, and gives 
us greater ability to accelerate 
investment, expand, and create 
value”, Jaber said.

“This move was not done in 
isolation,” he said at the Make It 
In The Emirates conference on 
UAE industry.

“It is part of a broader ef-
fort to reshape our economy and 
industrial base through a vision 
that connects energy, technol-
ogy, and industry, aligning our 
resources with national priorities 
to build a stronger, more resilient 
economy.”

While the UAE is not the fi rst 
country to leave OPEC, it is by far 
the biggest producer to do so.

The UAE has long been frus-
trated with OPEC’s quotas, which 
sought to cap Emirati production 
at 3.4 million barrels a day.

Abu Dhabi seeks to expand the 
UAE’s production capacity to fi ve 
million barrels a day by 2027. On 
Sunday, ADNOC pledged to spend 
$55 billion on new projects over 
the next two years.

The added revenue from oil 
sales would allow the UAE to step 
up its investments in artifi cial 
intelligence and other high-tech 
sectors, some analysts have said.

“There is a great diff erence be-
tween those who focus only on 
surviving crises... and those who 
seize them as opportunities... and 
turn them into new beginnings,” 
Jaber said.

Sultan Ahmed al-Jaber, the UAE’s Minister of Industry and Advanced Technology, ADNOC Managing Director 
and Group CEO, and Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company “Masdar”, attends the fifth edition 
of the “Make it in the Emirates” conference in Abu Dhabi yesterday. (AFP)

Nigeria to evacuate 130 citizens from South Africa after attacks
Nigeria is organising emer-

gency repatriation fl ights 
for citizens living in South 

Africa, as the foreign ministry 
Monday warned Pretoria it wasn’t 
doing enough to tamp down 
on anti-immigrant threats and 
harassment.

South Africa — the continent’s 
most industrialised nation — has 
seen repeated waves of xenophobic 
and anti-migrant protests over the 
years, including renewed violence 
in recent weeks that has targeted 
mostly people of African origin.

The country’s top diplomat in 
Abuja was summoned by the Ni-
gerian foreign ministry yesterday, 
following a similar move by Ghana 
last month, “for discussions on 
documented instances of mis-
treatment of Nigerian citizens and 
attacks on their businesses”.

“We’ve seen cases whereby Ni-
gerians have been threatened,” for-
eign ministry spokesman Kimiebi 
Ebienfa told reporters after the 
meeting. The South African gov-
ernment has denounced the at-
tacks, though Ebienfa said that 
“if those that are carrying out the 
attacks are not punished, are not 
questioned, are not stopped — in-
directly you’re allowing them to do 
whatever they are doing.”

So far, some 130 Nigerians have 
indicated they want to return 
home, Ebienfa said, in a group that 
includes both legal residents of 
South Africa who “felt the country 
is not safe for them” as well as un-
documented immigrants.

“This fi gure is expected to 
rise,” Nigerian Foreign Minister 
Bianca Odumegwu-Ojukwu said 
in a statement Sunday, adding that 

“Nigerian lives and businesses 
in SA must not continue to be put at 
risk.”

Odumegwu-Ojukwu also said 
at least two Nigerians — Amamiro 
Chidiebere Emmanuel and Nnae-

meka Matthew Andrew — died in 
two separate incidents involving 
South African security personnel 
last month.

Ebienfa called for “impartial” 
investigations into their deaths.

South Africa’s Foreign Min-
ister Ronald Lamola said he and 
Odumegwu-Ojukwu agreed in 
talks on Monday to deepen coop-
eration.

“We reflected on the challeng-
es posed by irregular migration 
and committed to working to ad-
dress the root causes, find com-
mon and sustainable solutions to 
this shared concern,” he said in a 
statement.

The Nigerian foreign minister 
alleged that a “repetitive wave” of 
a “xenophobic pattern” fl ares up 
“especially prior to elections in 
South Africa, and anti-foreigner 

opposition parties leverage this 
situation to garner votes”.

South Africa holds municipal 
elections on November 4.

The country’s acting police 
minister last week condemned 
anti-immigrant violence, saying 
attacks on foreign nationals were 
“unlawful” and violated the con-
stitutional values of dignity and 
equality.

“Acts of xenophobia, violence, 
looting or intimidation will not be 
tolerated under any circumstanc-
es,” Firoz Cachalia said.

According to the statistics agen-
cy, some three million foreigners, 
or 5.1% of the population, live in 
the country.

More than 63% come from 
countries in the 16-member 
Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) bloc.

A child with her mother who is holding a placard, during an 
anti-xenophobia march in Johannesburg. (Reuters/File Photo)
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EU to support Palestinians 
facing settler violence

The European Union will 
soon launch a programme to 
support Palestinians facing 

Israeli settler violence in the oc-
cupied West Bank, the Palestinian 
Authority and the EU offi  ce in Je-
rusalem yesterday.

“In coordination with the gov-
ernment, the European Union will 
launch a programme to support 
victims of settler terrorism,” Pal-
estinian prime minister Moham-
mad Mustafa said in a statement.

“It’s a project that the EU is de-
veloping with local and interna-
tional NGOs with the aim of docu-
menting attacks on Palestinians 
by violent Israeli settlers and to 
support the communities that are 
victims of such attacks,” the offi  ce 
of the EU representative in the Pal-
estinian Territories told AFP.

A source at the offi  ce added that 
the project, led by civil society 
organisations and supported by 
the EU, “will provide protective 
presence and protective equip-
ment such as fences to Palestin-

ian communities facing attacks 
from settlers”. The programme is 
expected to be fi nalised within a 
few months, and its budget should 
be “around six million euros”, the 
source added.

Settler violence has long been 
an issue, and has only increased 
as settlements expand in the West 
Bank.Rural communities are most 
vulnerable due to their isolation, 
with beatings, damaged crops, 
cattle theft and arson reported al-
most daily.

There has been a spike in deadly 
attacks by Israeli settlers in the oc-
cupied West Bank since the start of 
the Iran war on February 28, Pales-
tinian offi  cials and the United Na-
tions have said.

Excluding east Jerusalem, more 
than 500,000 Israelis live in the 
occupied West Bank in settle-
ments that are illegal under inter-
national law, among some three 
million Palestinians.

Israeli has occupied the West 
Bank since 1967. (AFP)

Iran hits ships
From Page 1

South Korea reported one of its 
merchant ships had been hit by 
an explosion and fi re inside the 
strait. The British maritime secu-
rity agency UKMTO reported two 
ships had been hit off  the coast of 
the UAE, and the Emirati oil com-
pany ADNOC said one of its emp-
ty oil tankers was hit by Iranian 
drones while trying to cross.

“Iran has taken some shots at 
unrelated Nations with respect 
to the Ship Movement, PROJECT 
FREEDOM, including a South Ko-
rean Cargo Ship. Perhaps it’s time 
for South Korea to come and join 
the mission!” Trump posted on 
social media yesterday.

But there was no immediate sign 
that large numbers of merchant 
ships were making new attempts 
to cross, and major shipping com-
panies said they were likely to wait 
for an agreed end to hostilities be-
fore trying to sail through.

In a post on X, US Central Com-
mand said some of its Navy guid-
ed-missile destroyers were inside 
the Gulf supporting the operation, 
and that two US-fl agged merchant 
vessels had crossed the strait “and 
are safely headed on their jour-
ney”. It did not identify either the 
warships or the  merchant vessels.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
said no commercial vessels had 
crossed the strait in the past few 
hours, and that US claims to the 
contrary were false. Earlier, Iran 
said it had fi red on a US warship 
approaching the strait, forcing it 
to turn around. An initial Iranian 
report had said a US warship was 
struck, but Washington denied 
this and Iranian offi  cials later de-
scribed the fi re as warning shots. 

South Korea’s Foreign Ministry 
said there was a fi re and an explo-
sion onboard the Namu, a mer-
chant ship operated by HMM. 

UK Labour Party loses 
grip on the heartland
AFP
Cardiff  

Wales — the cradle of 
Britain’s revered Na-
tional Health Service 

and a former industrial power-
house — has been a Labour Party 
stronghold for well over a century.

But that is set to end in crunch 
polls Thursday as impatient Brit-
ons abandon their old political 
loyalties for anti-establishment 
parties amid persistent cost of liv-
ing pressures.

A Labour defeat in the country 
of three million people will be a 
major indictment of lacklustre UK 
leader Keir Starmer’s two-year-
old premiership and likely amplify 
calls for his resignation.

“I feel very sad that I’m not 
voting Labour this time,” said 
59-year-old Ross Mumford, ex-
plaining he had always supported 
the centre-left party, just like his 
father and grandfather.

“It’s been a part of the fam-
ily but it’s coming to an end this 
year,” the delivery driver told AFP 
outside the Welsh parliament in 
the capital Cardiff .

Wales, with its strong working-
class roots and deep sense of com-
munity, has been woven into the 
fabric of Labour since the party 
was founded in 1900.

The party’s fi rst leader, Keir 
Hardie, represented a constitu-
ency in the country’s industrial 
South Valleys, while Welshman 
Aneurin Bevan spearheaded the 

founding of the NHS in 1948.
Labour has led Wales’ devolved 

government — whose powers in-
clude running health, education 
and transport — since the incep-
tion of the parliament, called the 
Senedd, in 1999.

Polls widely predict that 
27-year-run will fi nish when vot-
ers head to the polls on May 7, 
although a new voting system 
means who will triumph instead is 
uncertain.

 Surveys show Labour trailing 
the hard-right Reform UK party 
and progressive Welsh national-
ists Plaid Cymru, mirroring a UK-
wide squeeze of Britain’s ruling 
party from both ends of the politi-
cal spectrum.

Mumford thinks Starmer has 

“lied through his teeth” in a scan-
dal over sacked US envoy Peter 
Mandelson. He will vote Reform, 
believing fi rebrand leader Nigel 
Farage is a straight-talker.

“Let’s give them a try. What 
have we got to lose?” he said, a 
common refrain among voters 
unhappy with how Labour has 
governed the UK since July 2024 
following 14 years of Conservative 
rule.

Hope Porter, 35, another previ-
ous Labour voter told AFP she will 
likely cast her ballot for the left-
wing Greens. 

She is angry at Starmer’s stance 
on the Gaza war.

“They’re Tories in red at this 
point. I don’t think they are ac-
tually for working class people 

anymore,” the artist said, enjoy-
ing an evening stroll outside the 
Senedd.

In Cardiff  city centre, sitting 
near a statue of ex-Labour MP 
Bevan, 83-year-old Sue Jenkins 
said she isn’t ready to give up on 
Labour yet. The retiree thinks 
Starmer “could do better” but 
feels he has done well to stand up 
to President Donald Trump over 
the US and Israel confl ict.

“If Labour don’t get in, I’ll be 
very upset,” Jenkins told AFP.

Labour candidate Huw Thomas 
insists one party will fi nd it dif-
fi cult to win a majority, meaning 
“it’s all to play for”.

“The narrative that this is the 
end of the Labour Party in Wales, I 
don’t think that’s a given,” he told 
AFP.

Twenty-three miles (37 kilo-
metres) north in Merthyr Tydfi l — 
where Hardie was an MP — half a 
dozen Reform volunteers hand out 
fl iers from under a gazebo.

Several passing drivers sound 
their horns in support, receiv-
ing thumbs up from the canvass-
ers, although one woman shouts 
“racists” at the group.

Unemployment and depriva-
tion are the main issues in the 
post-industrial town once famous 
for its coal mining and ironworks, 

says candidate David Hughes.
“People are losing hope,” the 

59-year-old told AFP.
Volunteer Robert Clarke, 69, 

likes Reform’s pledge to scrap net 
zero energy targets — he’s “not 
a great fan” of wind turbines on 
Wales’ rolling hills — and cut ir-
regular immigration.

“Unless we change the direc-
tion this country is taking, I feel 
my grandchildren will not have a 
country,” he told AFP.

In the nearby picturesque town 
of Pontypridd, Plaid Cymru cam-
paigners buoyantly knock on 
doors, sensing victory in another 
traditional Labour heartland.

“We’re defi nitely picking up 
disaff ected voters,” candidate 
Heledd Fychan told AFP, saying 
people felt “betrayed” by Labour’s 
moves to remove heating subsi-
dies from the elderly.

Back in Cardiff , 65-year-old 
retired teacher Ceri James says he 
will vote for Plaid because of their 
“positive” messaging.

Speculation is rife in Westmin-
ster that losing Wales could be the 
moment restless Labour MPs de-
cide to try to oust Starmer as lead-
er. Defeat “will pose enormous 
problems for the party,” politics 
expert Laura McAllister of Cardiff  
University told AFP.

A polling station direction sign is attached to a lamp post ahead of 
upcoming local and mayoral elections in England and devolved general 
elections in Wales and Scotland on May 7. (Reuters)

Car ploughs into crowd 
in Leipzig, killing two
AFP
Leipzig

A car ploughed into a crowd 
on a street in Germany’s 
eastern city of Leipzig on 

Monday, killing at least two people 
and injuring several others, au-
thorities said.

Germany has been shaken by a 
series of car-ramming attacks in 
recent years, including one target-
ing a Christmas market in 2024 in 
Magdeburg, and also in Berlin and 
Munich.

In the latest incident in Leip-
zig, the driver was arrested after 
his vehicle careered from a main 
square down a major city centre 
street, close to historic sites.

Leipzig mayor Burkhard Jung 
gave a death toll of two, adding: 
“We still don’t really know the mo-
tivation. We don’t know anything 
about the perpetrator.”

Police and the fi re service also 
said two people were killed.

At least two people were seri-
ously injured while 20 others were 
more lightly hurt, according to lo-
cal fi re chief Axel Schuh.

Police said that the car ploughed 
into people on Grimmaische 
street, a major pedestrian zone 
in the city’s old town lined with 
shops and historic buildings.

“The driver has been arrested; 
there is currently no further dan-
ger from him,” they said.

The driver stopped of his own 
accord, they added.

TV pictures showed a white ve-
hicle with a badly damaged wind-
shield and hood, and the street 
cordoned off  and surrounded by 
emergency vehicles.

Police deployed in large num-
bers along with fi refi ghters, emer-
gency medical personnel and two 
helicopters.

Since the Berlin attack in De-
cember 2016, carried out by a Tu-
nisian, who drove a truck into the 
crowd, killing 13 people, Germany 
has faced repeated ramming at-
tacks.

In 2024, a Christmas market in 
Magdeburg was targeted by a Saudi 
man with extremist views, who 

drove a car into the crowd, killing 
six people and injuring more than 
300.

In February 2025, a mother 
and her daughter were killed and 
around 30 people injured by the 
Afghan driver of a vehicle that 
rammed into a march taking place 
in Munich.

The attacks came as sensitivities 
have grown in parts of German so-
ciety over immigrants, following a 
large migrant infl ux in 2015.

Immigration and security have 
risen up the political agenda in 
German political debate, helping 
fuel the rise of the far-right party 
Alternative for Germany (AfD).

The scene where several people were injured yesterday during an 
incident involving a car in Leipzig, eastern Germany. (AFP) 

US to move forward with EU car tariff s plans
Reuters
Washington

US Trade Representative 
Jamieson Greer told Eu-
ropean Union and German 

trade offi  cials over the weekend 
that the US  will move forward 
with President Donald Trump’s 
plan to raise EU car import  tariff s 
to 25%, according to a statement 
made yesterday  on CNBC.

“I was in  contact with both Eu-
ropean and  German trade offi  cials 
this weekend to help them under-
stand why this was happening and 
remind them of all the conversa-
tions we’ve had about their com-
pliance,” Greer told CNBC in an in-
terview. “I’ll continue to have those 
conversations, but the president’s 
moving forward with this action.”

Asked if the tariff  should be 
considered just a piece of a larger 
negotiation or a permanent state, 
Greer added: “It’s one part of the 
deal.”

As of Monday at 1 p.m. ET, the 

new tariff s had not been offi  cially 
adopted.

Trump said on Friday he would 
 increase tariff s on cars from the 
EU to 25% next week from the 
previously agreed 15%,  saying the 
bloc had not complied with its 
trade deal with the United States.

The European Commission re-
jected Trump’s claim that Brus-
sels was not complying with last 

summer’s trade deal and said it 
would keep its options open to 
protect EU interests if Washing-
ton breached the terms of the 
agreement.

Trump fi red off  the tariff  post 
amid escalating tensions be-
tween the US and the EU over the 
war in Iran and European coun-
tries’  refusal to send navies to 
 open the Strait of Hormuz. The 

White House said Friday it plans 
to remove 5,000 US troops from 
Germany after German Chan-
cellor Friedrich Merz said the US 
was being “humiliated” by Iran 
in talks to end the confl ict in the 
Middle East.

The Trump administration 
last year imposed a 25% tariff  on 
global automotive imports un-
der a national security trade law, 
but reached a separate deal  with 
the EU in August to lower those 
duties to a net 15%, inclusive of 
prior duties.

Shares in German carmakers 
slid yesterday following Trump’s 
decision to hike US tariff s on im-
ported European cars to 25% from 
the 15% levy previously agreed, 
dealing a fresh blow to the already 
battered sector.

The pan-European automo-
biles and parts index was down 
2.3% as of 1046 GMT, while  shares 
in Porsche, BMW, Mercedes-Benz 
and Volkswagen were all down 2% 
to 3%.

US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer. (Reuters/File Photo)

Modi’s party set to gain 

big in state elections
Reuters
Mumbai 

Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s party  was on 
course to win two of four cru-

cial  state elections yesteday, ex-
panding its  infl uence and weak-
ening its key rival  half-way into 
his third term in offi  ce.

Modi’s ruling party —Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) — was set 
to return to power in the east-
ern state of Assam for the third 
straight term, and was sweeping 
West Bengal, counting trends on 
the Election Commission web-
site showed. Both states border 
Bangladesh and infi ltration into 
India was a key poll issue.

The BJP has never ruled West 
Bengal, a state where it had only 
three local lawmakers until 2021.

Modi, his closest aide and 
Home Minister Amit Shah and 
several senior BJP leaders have 
campaigned extensively in West 
Bengal in the lead up to elections, 
focusing on what they called 
 illegal immigration from Bangla-
desh and the weak local economy 
under incumbent Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee.

Banerjee is a fi erce critic of  
Modi and a key member of India’s 
opposition alliance. She has been 
in power in the state since 2011.

The positive trend for the BJP 
in West Bengal also boosted mar-
ket sentiment, with the 10-year 
bond yield down 2 basis points at 

6.9954%, bond traders said.
In the southern state of Tamil 

Nadu, a major hub for electronics 
and automobiles, popular movie 
star Joseph Vijay, a fi rst-time en-
trant into politics who launched 
his party only two years ago, 
looked  on course to oust  the rul-
ing DMK party.

The actor, who goes by the sin-
gle name Vijay, has a frenzied fan 
following in the state, which has 
a history of electing fi lm stars to 
the top offi  ce.

In the other southern state 
of Kerala, an alliance led by the 
Congress party looked set to de-
feat the ruling Communist Party 
of India (Marxist).

The DMK is also a vocal rival of 

Modi, and DMK and Banerjee’s 
ruling TMC party were the main 
pillars of the Congress-led oppo-
sition INDIA alliance. 

The alliance jointly fought the 
2024 general election and de-
prived Modi of an outright ma-
jority, forcing him to rely on the 
support of regional parties to 
form a coalition government.

Their losses are expected to 
signifi cantly weaken opposition 
to Modi in 2029, when he will 
contest for a record fourth term 
in offi  ce.

Final results are expected to be 
clear by Monday evening but the 
outcome is not  expected to have  
an immediate impact on politics 
or policy at the federal level.

A supporter with the All India Trinamool Congress (TMC) party 
election symbol painted on his body in Kolkata yesterday. (AFP)

A Labour Party placard outside a house in Cardiff . (AFP)



The number of 
competitive US House of 
Representatives districts 
in this fall’s midterm 

elections was already near historic 
lows before the US Supreme 
Court’s decision on Wednesday 
opened the door to even more 
aggressive eff orts to draw district 
lines for political gain.

The court’s ruling, which 
arrived amid what was already 
an unprecedented national fi ght 
over congressional redistricting, 
may usher in a new era of nakedly 
partisan gerrymandering that 
results in still fewer competitive 
elections, leaving voters with less 
power than ever.

The lack of competitive 
races means that control of the 
US House of Representatives 
will likely be determined in 
November’s midterm election by 
fewer than 10% of Americans, 
with the winners in the vast 
majority of districts all but 
assured before a single ballot is 
cast, a Reuters analysis found.

Only 32 of the House’s 435 
seats are currently considered 
competitive, according to the 
analysis.

Those districts were rated 
either toss-ups or leaning toward 
Democrats or Republicans by 
three leading independent 
forecasters: Cook Political 
Report, the University of 
Virginia’s Crystal Ball, and Inside 
Elections.

Most other districts are simply 
out of play.

Cook, for instance, rates 375 
seats, more than 85% of the House, 
as either “Solid Republican” or 
“Solid Democrat”, which means its 
analysts do not expect them to be 
seriously contested.

Another 28 races are “likely” 
Republican or Democratic, 
according to Cook, meaning they 
are not competitive at present 
but might become so under new 
conditions.

This year boasts the fewest 
competitive House races at this 
stage of the election cycle since 
at least 2008, according to an 

archive of prior Cook ratings.
Democrats need to gain just 

three seats to win a House 
majority, giving them the power 
to block President Donald 
Trump’s legislative agenda and 
initiate investigations into his 
administration.

The shrinking House battlefi eld 
is the result of several factors, 
including increased political 
polarisation.

However, the weaponisation 
of congressional redistricting, 
or gerrymandering – which 
has gone into overdrive since 
last year, when Trump began 
pushing Republicans to draw 
new maps – is a critical element 
that is only going to accelerate 
after the Supreme Court’s ruling, 
according to experts.

“We are now in a cycle of 
gerrymandering wars,” said Justin 
Levitt, a professor at Loyola 
Law School who maintains the 
website All About Redistricting. 
“What used to be a cold war has 
gotten very hot.”

The court hollowed out a 
provision of the federal Voting 
Rights Act that had blocked state 
legislatures from dismantling 
districts with mostly racial 
minority voters.

Political observers expect 
Republican-led states to target a 
dozen or more Democratic-held 
majority-Black and majority-
Latino seats that previously 
enjoyed stauncher protections.

“I think it gets worse before it 
gets better,” Levitt said. “And I 
think there’s plenty of room for it 
to get worse.”

The lack of competitive 
districts can have consequences 
for Congress, said Matthew Klein, 
a House analyst with Cook.

If House candidates only 
need to appeal to their base 
voters to win elections, rather 
than moderates or members 
of the opposing party, they are 
more likely to move toward the 
extremes instead of the political 
middle.

“If you look at Congress and 
how it acted 20 years ago, 30 
years ago, even farther back, 
you see a Congress that is both 
less acrimonious and also more 
productive,” he said. “There 
used to be bills that passed with 
huge majorities on major issues. 
We just don’t really see that 
anymore.”

Gerrymandering has long 
been a feature of American 
democracy, but the practice has 

been supercharged in recent 
years as guardrails, both legal 
and institutional, have been torn 
down.

In 2019, the Supreme Court 
found that while partisan 
gerrymandering may be 
undemocratic, federal courts had 
no role in regulating it.

Last year, Trump successfully 
pressured Texas Republicans to 
rip up their map and draw a new 
one targeting fi ve Democratic 
incumbents, triggering a 
nationwide arms race that spread 
to nearly a dozen other states.

That move eviscerated what 
had been a traditional norm 
limiting most redistricting to the 
start of each decade, after the 
US Census population count is 
completed.

The Supreme Court’s ruling on 
Wednesday, meanwhile, has given 
even more leeway to lawmakers 
to draw districts for their party’s 
benefi t.

And all of those developments 
have come against a backdrop 
of technological advances, with 
mapmakers able to identify 
Democratic and Republican 
voters down to the census block.

“If there are no guardrails, 
there are no guardrails,” Levitt 
said. “I think the constraint is 
now realpolitik and imagination, 
not, ‘We just don’t do that.’”

Gerrymandering is not the only 
culprit to blame for the lack of 
competitive districts.

Voters have become more 
geographically sorted, as rural 
areas have trended conservative 
while suburban regions moved 
left.

And just as House members 
have become more polarised, so 
too have voters.

Split-ticket voting, in which 
voters choose a candidate of 
one party for a higher offi  ce and 
another for a lower offi  ce, was 
once fairly common, but no 
longer.

In 2000, there were 86 House 
members elected whose districts 
voted for the opposing party’s 
presidential candidate, according 
to research by Kyle Kondik, the 
managing editor of Crystal Ball.

In 2024, that number was down 
to 16.

European offi  cials have been working on ways to convince Donald 
Trump to keep the United States in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (Nato) despite severe tensions over the Iran war.

However, his abrupt move to cut US forces in Germany is the 
latest sign that such eff orts have their limits and are far from certain 
to succeed. The substance of the decision announced last week to 
remove 5,000 troops from Germany did not come as a surprise to 
Nato offi  cials.

European leaders have agreed with the US president that 
Europeans will take over more responsibility for their own security 
from US forces.

Dropping a plan to deploy long-range US Tomahawk missiles to 
Germany was more concerning for Berlin.

However, even that was not a huge shock, as that deal was made by 
Trump’s predecessor, Joe Biden, and US Tomahawk stocks have been 
depleted by the US-Israeli war against Iran.

More alarming for European governments was how the move 
was made – with little prior notifi cation or consultation and with 
US offi  cials linking it to Trump’s displeasure at German Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz’s criticism of US conduct of the Iran war.

“What is worrying is not the fi gure of 5,000 troops, but the 
political signal from Washington that longstanding, absolutely 
reliable partnerships no longer seem to count for anything and 
appear to be subject to arbitrary decisions,” said Siemtje Moeller, a 
senior lawmaker from Germany’s Social Democrats, who are part of 
Merz’s governing coalition.

The move followed accusations by Trump that US alllies have not 
been doing enough to support the US in the Iran war and suggestions 
by him that this meant Washington no longer needs to honour the 
alliance’s Article 5 mutual defence clause.

Trump also pushed the alliance 
to the brink by threatening to take 
Greenland from Denmark, a fellow 
Nato member.

Nato Secretary-General Mark 
Rutte helped to defuse that crisis 
but the underlying dispute has not 
been resolved.

European diplomats say they 
fear Trump may make further 
moves that could test the alliance 
before a summit of its 32 national 
leaders in Ankara in July, especially 
if the Iran war is not over by then 

and he is still venting anger at allies.
“The longer game for Nato and European allies is getting through 

Ankara,” said a European diplomat, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. “We need to do things with the Americans if we can, and 
without them if we must.”

Defence experts say Europeans have little choice but to try to keep 
the US on board, given their heavy reliance on the United States to 
deter any possible attack by Russia.

As part of their eff orts to convince Trump of the value of European 
allies, offi  cials have said many European countries are honouring 
agreements to allow US forces to use bases on their soil and fl y in 
their airspace during the Iran campaign – even if they are not keen to 
advertise the fact, given Trump and the war are deeply unpopular in 
much of Europe.

European offi  cials are also working to make a broader case to 
Trump, other US offi  cials, lawmakers and Republican-friendly think 
tanks that it is in their interests to stick with Nato.

While there is broad support for these eff orts across the alliance, 
the crisis has also exposed stark diff erences among European Nato 
leaders over how to respond to the war on Iran.

Leaders of Western European countries such as Spain, France and 
Germany have voiced blunt criticism, refl ecting domestic public 
opinion but risking Trump’s ire.

Rutte, by contrast, has made clear he sees anti-war rhetoric as 
unhelpful.

Some eastern European countries, fearing any weakening of Nato 
will embolden Russia, have taken a similar view, diplomats say.

Rutte has also said that several countries were “pre-positioning 
essential logistical and other support” such as minehunters and 
minesweepers near the Gulf to be ready for a possible Strait of 
Hormuz mission after the war ends.

The Netherlands, Belgium and Germany have said they are 
sending ships that could be part of such a mission.

France, which is leading planning of a potential mission with 
Britain, also has ships in the Middle East that could take part.

“European leaders have gotten the message, they’ve heard the 
message from the US loud and clear,” Rutte told reporters at a 
summit of European leaders in Armenia. – Reuters
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Troop cuts show 
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to keep US on board

The crisis has 
exposed stark 
diff erences 
among 
European 
Nato leaders

Redistricting and the Supreme Court 
have cut voters out of US House races
By Joseph Ax
Reuters

A cherry tree in full bloom outside the US Supreme Court in Washington.  (Reuters)

A sign for voters to have photo ID ready is seen outside of the Louisiana 
State Archives in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Early voting for Louisiana’s 
May 16 primaries began this week for US Senate and Louisiana state 
party candidates. However, Louisiana Governor Jeff  Landry has 
postponed the state’s congressional primaries in light of a recent US 
Supreme Court decision that would give state lawmakers time to redraw 
congressional maps. (AFP)
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Visitors are seen walking amid Rhododendron and Azalea blossoms in Richmond Park, London, Britain. (Reuters)
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A transformative journey: From Education City to global diplomacy
By Noor al-Rawi
Doha

Graduating from Georgetown 
University in Qatar (GU-Q), 
AlDana Ahmad al-Sulaiti re-

fl ects on a journey shaped by leader-
ship, policy engagement, and global 
exposure within Qatar Foundation 
(QF).

As she prepares to graduate from 
Georgetown University in Qatar, al-
Sulaiti represents a new generation of 
young leaders shaped by the multidis-
ciplinary ecosystem of Qatar Founda-
tion, combining academic excellence 
with real-world impact.

“My experience was all-encom-
passing, it went far beyond academ-
ics.”

Q: As you graduate from Georget-
own University in Qatar, how would 
you describe your journey at Qatar 
Foundation?

First and foremost, my experience 
at Georgetown was all-encompass-
ing. It wasn’t just academic, I had 
opportunities for leadership, intern-
ships, and volunteer experiences. It 
was a very well-rounded journey.

I was able not only to strengthen 
my academic skills but also to de-
velop technical and professional 

competencies through internships 
facilitated by Georgetown.

“I wanted to study policy from 
within the region I hope to serve.”

Q: Why did you choose Georget-
own University in Qatar and Educa-
tion City for your studies?

I chose Georgetown because I aim 
to work in policy, specifi cally within 
Qatar. I believed the best way to do 
that was to study within the region I 
want to serve and infl uence.

Qatar Foundation institutions of-
fer more than academics. They pro-
vide opportunities that foster both 
professional and personal growth, 
making Georgetown the ideal choice 
for my future goals.

“Research and mentorship shaped 
my academic path.”

Q: How did Qatar Foundation 
help shape your academic and per-
sonal growth?

Academically, I pursued two ma-
jor research projects. For my hon-
ours thesis in international politics, I 
examined Qatar’s strategic relation-
ships with the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (Nato) and the US, par-
ticularly in defence and Major Non-
Nato Ally (MNNA) status.

My second research project 
explored Al Jazeera’s formative 
years and its role in shaping 

narratives in the region.
I was supported by faculty men-

tors, including Prof Gerd Nonneman 
and Prof Rory Miller, refl ecting the 
strong academic support system at 
Georgetown.

“Interdisciplinary learning gave 
me a broader worldview.”

Q: How valuable was the interdis-
ciplinary model at the QF, including 
cross-registration with other uni-
versities?

The interdisciplinary model at 
Qatar Foundation is extremely valu-
able.

Through cross-registration, I 
pursued a certifi cate in media and 
politics in collaboration with North-
western University in Qatar, a part-
ner university of Qatar Foundation.

This exposed me to students from 
diff erent academic backgrounds, 
allowing me to engage with diverse 
perspectives and better prepare for 
the workforce.

“Leadership opportunities con-
fi rmed my path in foreign aff airs.”

Q: In what ways did leadership 
and volunteer opportunities at QF 
prepare you for life beyond univer-
sity?

Through Georgetown, I applied 
to join the Qatar Youth Delegation 
to the AFS Youth Assembly in New 
York in 2025.

After being selected, I grew sig-
nifi cantly as a leader and confi rmed 
my interest in foreign aff airs.

I was later appointed as Qatar’s 
ambassador to the AFS Youth As-
sembly and will lead the delegation 
to Geneva in 2026.

This is an opportunity I would 
not have encountered outside Qatar 
Foundation.

“Media and politics together 
shape how we understand the 
world.”

Q: You pursued media and poli-
tics, why are these fi elds important 
in today’s regional context?

While my primary focus is politics, 
I also have a strong interest in media 
and how it shapes narratives.

News is inherently political, but it 
also infl uences how people perceive 
the world.

Understanding both fi elds allows 
for a more comprehensive view of 
regional and global dynamics.

“I was exposed to global plat-
forms at the highest level.”

Q: How did your international ex-
periences refl ect the values and op-
portunities off ered by Qatar Foun-
dation?

One of my most defi ning experi-
ences was my internship with the 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, where I 
worked in the Offi  ce of the Minister 
of International Co-operation.

I contributed to briefi ng fi les, 
post-meeting notes, and attended 
bilateral meetings.

I also participated in major in-
ternational events such as the Doha 
Forum 2025, the UN Second World 
Summit for Social Development, 
and the Qatar-Africa Business Fo-
rum in Johannesburg.

These opportunities refl ect the 
global exposure enabled by George-
town University in Qatar and Qatar 
Foundation.

“Qatar Foundation prepares lead-
ers, not just graduates.”

Q: What role do you believe the 
QF plays in preparing young leaders 

for Qatar and the world?
Qatar Foundation provides an 

ecosystem that goes beyond aca-
demics.

It equips students with leadership 
skills, global exposure, and inter-
disciplinary learning opportuni-
ties, preparing them to contribute 
meaningfully to Qatar and the wider 
world.

“I aspire to contribute to Qatar’s 
foreign policy.”

Q: What are your aspirations after 
graduation?

My goal is to work in policy, par-
ticularly in foreign aff airs within 
Qatar.

Through my academic back-
ground and professional experienc-
es, I hope to contribute to shaping 
Qatar’s foreign policy and strength-
ening its global role.

“Take every opportunity, this is a 
platform for growth.”

Q: What message would you share 
with future Qatar Foundation stu-
dents?

Take full advantage of every op-
portunity available to you.

Qatar Foundation is more than an 
academic institution, it is a platform 
for growth, exploration, and leader-
ship. The more you engage, the more 
you will gain.

AlDana Ahmad al-Sulaiti

How QF engineering grads aim to serve Qatar and the world

As Qatar Foundation’s (QF) 
Convocation 2026 ceremo-
ny approaches and gradu-

ates prepare to celebrate with their 
families and friends, its newest 
engineering graduates are marking 
the occasion by refl ecting on their 
transformative journey – sharing 
how their experiences have reshaped 
their perspectives and broadened 
their worldview.

Looking back at his fi rst semester 
in 2024 at QF’s Hamad Bin Kha-
lifa University (HBKU), Abdelaziz 
Hussain – the fi rst in his family to 
graduate from QF, having completed 
his Master’s in Sustainable Energy – 
says: “After two years of studying in 
this programme at HBKU, I gradu-
ated with a key strength, which is 
the ability to bridge the gap between 
research and practice.

“My experience extends beyond 
theoretical understanding, enabling 
me to translate real-world chal-
lenges into research questions, and 
in turn transform fi ndings into prac-
tical solutions. This was further re-
inforced through my thesis work, 
which explored the intersection 
of water, energy, and the environ-
ment.”

Hussain explained that his de-
gree is more than a certifi cate – it’s a 
foundation he plans to build on as he 
addresses real-world challenges. He 
stressed that sustainability matters 
because the choices we make today 
will directly shape the world that fu-
ture generations will inherit.

He feels a responsibility to con-
tribute to Qatar, where he was born 
and raised, especially when misin-

formation in engineering is made 
public. He also says that engineers 
and researchers hold knowledge that 
the public often relies on, and this 
knowledge should not be confi ned 
to a specifi c community.

“On several occasions, such as 
during global pandemics or con-
fl icts, I encountered inaccurate 
claims about science or engineering 
topics and stepped in to off er clear, 
evidence-based explanations,” he 
said.

“What made those moments sig-
nifi cant was not simply the correc-
tion itself, but the deeper realisation 
that accurate information carries 
real weight, and that the absence of 
it can cause genuine harm.”

Looking ahead to the next fi ve 
years, Hussain aims to contribute 
to projects that directly benefi t 
communities and address global 

water and energy challenges.
“Through my work in water de-

salination and sustainability, I aim to 
develop solutions that improve ac-
cess to clean water, reliable energy, 
and a healthier environment, while 
enhancing resource effi  ciency and 
environmental performance,” he said.

And he wants people to see QF as 
more than a place of study – he sees 
it as a platform for collaboration, di-
verse perspectives, and meaningful 
connections that enrich both pro-
fessional and personal growth.

QF’s graduates are lifelong learn-
ers – the ecosystem prepares them 
to manage their time eff ectively, 
meet deadlines, and take responsi-
bility for their work.

This is epitomised by Wala Ab-
delhalim, a Chemical Engineering 
graduate from Texas A&M Uni-
versity at Qatar, a QF international 
partner university, who says QF gave 
her a sense of independence when 
travelling abroad and collaborating 
with entities outside Qatar.

“When you work in a lab outside 
Qatar, you start off  as an unknown, 
and there is always that pressure 
to prove yourself,” she says. “Dur-
ing my internship at Texas A&M’s 
home campus, I was given a lot of 
independence in how I conducted 
my work.

“It was entirely on me to show up, 
run experiments, learn about equip-
ment, and maintain it properly. That 
responsibility pushed me to take 
ownership not just of the results, but 
of the entire process and space.”

When asked about the moment 
she feels her voice as an engineer 

really matters, Abdelhalim replies: 
“My work on electronic skin is 
rooted in chemistry, but I approach 
and present it from an engineering 
standpoint. I break it down into sys-
tems and explain it in a way that is 
accessible rather than niche. That is 
where I feel my voice matters.

“As an engineer, you are not only 
building something, but you are also 
responsible for understanding its 
impact on people, and that sense of 
responsibility has shaped how I ap-
proach research.”

But does Abdelhalim’s journey 
end once she graduates, or will she 
continue to give back to her univer-
sity and leave an impact on future 
students?

“What stands out most to me is 
the focus on impact,” she says. “I now 
naturally think about who a study af-
fects, what it changes, and what op-
portunities it creates. That way of 
thinking has made me more forward-
looking and has shaped my curiosity 
and desire to keep exploring.

“I hope to create meaningful 
work, something that both the ver-
sion of me today and the version of 
me from a few years ago would be 
proud of. In the long term, I would 
love to have a lab of my own and 
mentor others, just as I was sup-
ported throughout my journey.”

As Abdelhalim prepares to gradu-
ate in a few days, she says: “I want to 
continue pursuing research, I have 
grown to love the process as much 
as the outcome. I do not like setting 
strict timelines, but I hope that in 
the next 10 years I am still as curious 
and driven as I am now.”

Abdelaziz Hussain

Qatar joins UNCTAD 
expert meeting
QNA
Geneva

The State of Qatar partici-
pated in the 12th session 
of the Multi-Year Expert 

Meeting on Investment, Inno-
vation and Entrepreneurship 
for Productive Capacity-Build-
ing and Sustainable Develop-
ment, organised by the UN 
Conference on Trade and De-
velopment (UNCTAD) on May 
4-5 at the Palais des Nations in 
Geneva.

Qatar was represented by HE 
the Permanent Representative 
of the State of Qatar to the UN 
Offi  ce in Geneva Dr Hind Ab-
dulrahman al-Muftah.

Her Excellency presented 
an overview of the UNCTAD 
World Investment Forum 2026, 
reaffi  rming Qatar’s strong com-
mitment to co-operate with 
UNCTAD in hosting the forum 
in Doha from October 25 to 27 
under the theme “Investing in 
the Future.”

She said Qatar is working 
diligently to ensure the forum 
is held successfully and without 
delay despite current regional 
crises, noting that it will focus 
on key tracks including global 
value chains, the digital econo-
my, green transformation, and 
peace and reconstruction.

She addressed the recent re-
gional escalation and its impact 
on critical infrastructure and 

gas production facilities, high-
lighting the fragility of global 
supply chains and the profound 
eff ects of geopolitical shocks on 
the economic resilience of de-
veloping countries.

She stressed the urgent need 
to protect global economic in-
frastructure and maintain se-
cure trade corridors to ensure 
continued development and 
economic security for all na-
tions.

She also underscored Qatar’s 
strategic position combining 
leadership in energy security 
with investment in artifi cial in-
telligence infrastructure, stat-
ing that the country is acceler-
ating strategic investments to 
strengthen its role as a regional 
hub for innovation and a sta-
bilising force in global markets, 
and expressed her anticipation 
of welcoming delegations to 
Doha in October.

NU-Q celebrates Class of 2026
Northwestern University in 

Qatar (NU-Q) celebrated 
the graduation of the Class 

of 2026 at its 15th annual ceremony, 
held at Raffl  es Doha yesterday.

The event brought together uni-
versity leadership, faculty, staff , 
families, and distinguished guests 
to honour the achievements of 123 
graduates who now join Northwest-
ern’s global alumni community.

The Class of 2026 represents a di-
verse and resilient cohort, shaped by 
a period of regional uncertainty and 
global change.

The graduating class is made up 
of students from 22 countries who 
majored in communication and 
journalism, with many completing 
interdisciplinary minors across ar-
tifi cial intelligence (AI) and media, 
strategic communication, Middle 
East studies, and joint programmes 
within Education City.

Thirty-two graduates were rec-
ognised with Dean’s Scholastic 
Honours.

In his address, NU-Q dean and 
chief executive Marwan M Kraidy 
refl ected on the Arabic concept of 
*muruna, or resilience with pur-
pose.

“*Muruna is not simply fl ex-
ibility,” he said. “It is the ability to 

remain grounded, principled, and 
engaged, especially when the world 
around you is uncertain.” 

Kraidy encouraged graduates to 
approach their future with intention 
and responsibility, emphasising that 
storytelling carries both meaning 
and consequence.

“Words and images are not neu-
tral,” he noted. “They shape percep-
tion, memory, and possibility,” he 
noted. 

Delivering the graduation ad-
dress, Dr Majed Mohammed al-An-
sari, adviser to the Prime Minister 
and offi  cial spokesperson for Qatar’s 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, spoke 
about the evolving role of commu-
nication in a complex media land-
scape. 

Refl ecting on his experience 
moving from academia into public 
service, he emphasised the growing 
responsibility that comes with hav-
ing a voice.

“Your words will travel faster than 
your intentions, and being articulate 
is no longer enough, you must be re-
sponsible,” al-Ansari said.

He urged students to remain 
grounded in truth and integrity 
amid increasing pressure for speed 
and visibility.

“It used to be: Who got it right? 

Now it is often: Who got there fi rst, 
or who made the most noise?” he 
said, cautioning against the pull of 
immediacy over accuracy.

Joining the ceremony, North-
western University Provost-Elect 
Erik Luijten addressed the graduates 
and highlighted the strength and re-
silience of the class.

He noted that the cohort repre-
sents a truly international commu-
nity prepared to engage across cul-
tures and disciplines.

“You have the capacity to make 
positive change in our increasingly 
complicated world,” he said, encour-
aging graduates to take thoughtful 
risks and remain open to new per-
spectives. 

Luijten was appointed provost 

in January and will assume the role 
later this spring.

He is the Liu-Wang Liming Pro-
fessor of Materials Science and En-
gineering in Northwestern’s Mc-
Cormick School of Engineering.

Student speaker Isra Fejzullaj 
refl ected on the shared journey of 
the class, shaped by uncertainty, 
growth, and perseverance.

Drawing on both personal and 
collective experiences, she spoke 
about learning to navigate ambigu-
ity and fi nding strength in commu-
nity.

“We learned that progress does 
not look perfect, and that some of 
the most important lessons were not 
scheduled or easy,” she said.

She also emphasised the respon-

sibility that comes with storytelling, 
urging her peers to remain inten-
tional in how they represent others 
and the world around them.

The ceremony marked a signifi -
cant milestone for the graduates, 
who now step into professional and 

academic paths across journalism, 
communication, research, and a va-
riety of emerging fi elds.

As they leave Northwestern Qa-
tar, they do so with a shared com-
mitment to curiosity, responsibility, 
and impact.

The Class of 2026 at Northwestern University in Qatar’s 15th annual 
graduation ceremony, held at Raff les Doha.

Dean and chief executive Marwan M Kraidy addresses the Class of 2026.

Dr al-Ansari delivering the graduation address.

Northwestern University Provost-Elect Erik Luijten addressing the 
graduating class.

Class of 2026 speaker Isra Fejzullaj reflects on a shared journey of 
growth, resilience, and the responsibility of storytelling.
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Across generations, students and fac-
ulty have contributed to building a strong 
academic legacy and a community that 
sees knowledge not as a luxury, but as a 
necessity, and learning not as a phase, but 
as a lifelong journey.

Al-Ansari pointed out that the gradua-
tion day is a culmination of years of dedi-
cation and hard work, and the beginning 
of a new chapter, defi ned by purpose and 
impact.

“With pride, honour, and gratitude, we 
celebrate today the graduation of the 49th 
cohort, welcoming a new group of gradu-
ates to the nation’s journey of contribu-
tion, who will help shape the future of the 
State of Qatar through their knowledge 
and capabilities,” he said. “Today marks a 
defi ning moment in the lives of a genera-
tion preparing to carry responsibility.”

“At the same time, the QU continues to 
move forward with confi dence in advanc-
ing its strategic repositioning initiative – a 
comprehensive institutional eff ort to de-
fi ne the QU’s place within the academic 
landscape, both locally and globally,” al-
Ansari said. “This initiative strengthens 
our institutional identity and reinforces 
our role as a national institution leading 
the higher education ecosystem, while 
contributing to the State’s vision of a di-
versifi ed, knowledge-based economy.”

The QU president highlighted that this 
role is not a response to passing global 
changes but stems from a fi rmly rooted 
national vision that affi  rms the Universi-
ty’s place and long-standing contribution 
to higher education.

Qatar University is a comprehensive in-
stitution that places education at the fore-
front of its priorities, supported by high-
quality research aligned with national 
priorities, driving meaningful, lasting im-
pact on society through close partnerships 
with institutions across the country, under 
the guidance of our wise leadership.

Addressing the graduates, he said: “You 
are the result of a journey marked by dedi-
cation and sustained eff ort.”

“What we celebrate today is more than 
an academic milestone,” he continued. 
“It is the shaping of minds, the grounding 
of values, and the growth of capabilities 
ready to help shape the future. As you step 
into a fast-changing world that calls for 
creativity and adaptability, remember that 
those who know how to think will always 
fi nd their way.”

“Sincerity in your work, integrity, and a 
commitment to excellence are the princi-
ples that will guide you forward,” al-Ansari 
added. “As you leave your years of study 
behind, the spirit of the university will stay 
with you. Move ahead with confi dence, 
work with purpose, and let knowledge 
light your path, while strong values anchor 

and protect your journey.”
Addressing the parents, the QU presi-

dent said: “You share greatly in this 
achievement. You have been the con-
stant support and backbone, true part-
ners throughout this journey with all the 
patience and dedication you have shown. 
Congratulations on this well-earned mo-
ment and may Allah (SWT) bless your ef-
forts.”

He further said: “I would also like to ex-
press my sincere appreciation to my col-
leagues among the faculty, staff , and all 
those working at the University for their 
dedication and continued contributions, 
which have played a vital role in prepar-
ing a generation that is aware, capable, 
and ready to contribute to the nation’s 
progress.”

“As the QU continues its journey toward 
further development and renewal, it reaf-
fi rms its commitment to remain an active 
national partner in advancing the aspira-
tions of the State of Qatar.”

Graduate Abdullah al-Kaabi, from the 
College of Medicine, delivered the address 
on behalf of the 49th graduating class.

“Today, we stand at Qatar University 
not to close a chapter, but to open a wide 
horizon where our contributions can take 
shape,” he said. “These years were not 
simply time spent in study, but a quiet 
process of inner growth. With every lec-
ture, our horizons expanded; with every 

discussion, a new question emerged; and 
with every exam, we came to understand 
that knowledge is not what we memorise, 
but what we truly grasp.”

Addressing his fellow graduates, al-
Kaabi said: “We leave Qatar University 
with a clear conviction: we have not re-
ceived a ‘certifi cate’ as an endpoint, but an 
‘entrustment’ with which we begin shap-
ing the future.”

“We are the nation’s most valuable in-
vestment,” he added. “Qatar, a nation that 
has believed in people as its greatest asset 

and in knowledge as its path, has not treat-
ed education as a phase, but as a national 
project, embodied in its vision.”

Hamad Faisal al-Emadi, a graduate of 
the College of Law, delivered remarks as 
the master of ceremonies.

“Our achievement today is not simply 
the result of a few years of eff ort; its roots 
run deeper, shaped over time,” he said. “It 
is part of a legacy that began 49 years ago, 
when the QU was founded as a beacon of 
knowledge and a guiding light toward a 
promising and prosperous future.”

Amir honours 180 outstanding QU graduates
Snapshots from the graduation ceremony.

Visit Qatar is continuing to po-
sition major events as a cor-
nerstone of its tourism strat-

egy, with offi  cials emphasising their 
growing role in attracting interna-
tional audiences and reinforcing Qa-
tar’s global visibility.

Speaking on the sidelines of the 
launch of the third edition of the 
Doha Boat Show 2026, Visit Qatar 
public relations and communications 
director Jassim al-Mahmoud high-
lighted the organisation’s ongoing 
support for the event and its wider 
signifi cance within Qatar’s tourism 
landscape.

“Our attendance today is actu-
ally to celebrate this milestone with 
Doha Old Port,” he said, referring to 
the launch of the latest edition of the 
show.

He noted that Visit Qatar has been 
“proudly a main sponsor for the past 
two events”, underscoring a commit-
ment to initiatives that drive visitor 
engagement.

The Doha Boat Show, he added, 
has rapidly established itself as one 

of the country’s leading events.
“This event has proven that it is one 

of the biggest events happening in 
Qatar, the numbers speak for them-
selves,” he said, citing participation 
fi gures of more than 27,000 visitors, 
105 nationalities, and 65 exhibitors.

Al-Mahmoud pointed to the 
event’s evolving nature, noting that 

this year’s edition refl ects a renewed 
vision.

“From the launching, we feel that 
there is something really diff erent 
happening at the backstage,” he said, 
referencing the event’s new theme, 
Crafting Wonderful, which aims to 
enhance the visitor experience.

He confi rmed that discussions are 
ongoing to extend the partnership for 
a third consecutive year.

Al-Mahmoud stressed that events 
such as the Doha Boat Show play a vi-
tal role in supporting Qatar’s tourism 
ambitions.

“From a tourism perspective, we 
are always happy and proud to sup-
port such initiatives because it is in 
line with our vision,” he said.

“It works to put Qatar on the tour-
ism map as a hub for people who love 
sailing,” he added, highlighting the 
growing appeal of maritime and life-
style tourism.

Al-Mahmoud also emphasised that 
Qatar’s infrastructure is a key enabler 
of such events.

“Qatar has the infrastructure for 
many aspects, considering sports, 
health, wellness, and of course, sail-
ing and boat shows is one of them,” he 
said.

Visit Qatar backs 
major events to boost 
global presence
By Shaima Sheriff 
Staff  Reporter

Jassim al-Mahmoud

Qatar Museums (QM) has expanded its 
artifi cial intelligence (AI)-powered tour 
platform with new French and Chinese 

language support, alongside a range of features 
designed to transform the way visitors experi-
ence museums, public art, and heritage sites 
across Doha.

The upgraded QM AI Tour builds on its exist-
ing English and Arabic interface, bringing the 
total number of supported languages to four 
and making the platform more accessible to a 
broader international audience.

First launched in early 2025, the initiative 
off ers a personalised cultural journey powered 
by AI, allowing users to interact with a virtual 
guide that fi ts recommendations to individual 
interests.

At the core of the experience is an AI Art 
Specialist that engages users in conversation, 
asking about their preferences before curating 
a customised itinerary across Qatar’s cultural 
landmarks.

The system then guides visitors through se-
lected museums, public installations and herit-
age sites, off ering insights, directions and con-
textual information throughout the journey.

According to the QM, the platform introduc-
es interactive features such as real-time ques-
tion-and-answer functionality, voice and chat 
support, and an image-recognition tool that al-
lows users to snap photos of artworks to receive 
instant background information and analysis.

Each stop on the tour includes AI-generated 
summaries and detailed content pages, while 
integrated navigation through platforms such 

as Google Maps and Uber ensures a seamless 
visitor experience.

Developed in partnership with the Ministry 
of Communications and Information Technol-
ogy, the AI Art Tour aligns with the objectives of 
Qatar’s Digital Agenda 2030, which prioritises 
innovation and digital transformation.

The platform also connects with the QM’s 
digital calendar, off ering exhibition recom-
mendations based on users’ location, time and 
interests.

Visitors can further explore creative features 
powered by generative AI, enabling them to re-
interpret artworks through guided prompts.

Offi  cials said the initiative strengthens the 
discoverability of Qatar’s cultural assets for 
both residents and international visitors, while 
creating a more engaging and intuitive way to 
explore the country’s artistic and historical of-
ferings.

The expansion comes as the QM marks its 
20th anniversary, refl ecting two decades of ef-
forts to position the country as a global cultural 
destination.

It also forms part of “Evolution Nation”, a na-
tionwide programme curated by Qatar Creates 
to celebrate 50 years of cultural development 
and creative growth in Qatar.

QM expands AI Tour with 
French, Chinese support
By Joey Aguilar
Doha

Food became a bridge to cultural 
understanding in Doha as Philip-
pine ambassador Mardomel Celo D 

Melicor hosted Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (Asean) diplomats to mark 
Filipino Food Month, highlighting shared 
traditions and regional solidarity.

Melicor recently welcomed heads of 
mission from the Asean Committee in 
Doha (ACD) to a special dinner at The 
Westin Doha Hotel & Spa, held as part of 
the Philippine embassy’s 2026 culinary 
campaign, “Connected by Taste: A Jour-
ney of Filipino Flavours in Qatar”.

The initiative coincides with the annual 
observance of Filipino Food Month every 
April, in line with Presidential Proclama-
tion No. 469.

Through partnerships with selected 
restaurants and hotels, the embassy aims 
to support local businesses, encourage 
restaurateurs, and invite residents of Qa-
tar to connect through the universal lan-
guage of food.

In his remarks, Melicor encouraged fel-
low diplomats to explore the diversity of 
Philippine cuisine, describing it as a re-
fl ection of shared traditions and cultural 
infl uences across Asean.

The dinner featured a range of Filipino 
dishes, including kinilaw, sisig, lumpiang 
shanghai, chicken inasal and beef kal-
dereta.

The ACD comprises diplomatic mis-
sions from Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 
Vietnam, underscoring the gathering’s 
regional dimension.

The dinner followed the offi  cial launch 
of the embassy’s culinary campaign on 
April 26 at IKEA Restaurant, one of the 
campaign’s partner establishments.

The event brought together guests and 
media representatives, with the ambassa-
dor highlighting the role of food in foster-
ing cultural understanding, particularly 
at a time when communities are called 
to strengthen resilience and mutual sup-
port.

During the launch, the IKEA team, led 
by Ehab and Chef Hamza, presented a se-
lection of Filipino dishes, including sig-
nature creations by Filipino Chef JP.

Guests were off ered a dynamic dining 
experience showcasing the variety and 
richness of Philippine fl avours.

Melicor also invited Qataris and resi-
dents to explore Filipino cuisine, show-
casing its vibrant colours, diverse tastes 
and cultural narratives.

He encouraged the public to join the 
Filipino community in celebrating a cui-
sine that refl ects the warmth and hospi-
tality of the Filipino people.

As part of the campaign, IKEA Restau-
rant is off ering a curated menu that in-
cludes a “Filipino Dish of the Day” and a 
special weekend Filipino breakfast menu.

Running from April 26 to May 10, the 

“Connected by Taste” campaign brings 
together eight restaurants and two hotels 
across Qatar, including Barbecue Fusion, 
Deqada Restaurant, Filipino Hotpack, 
Gerry’s Grill, Lifestyle Avenue Restau-
rant, Maharlika Park Restaurant and Tap-
silogan, along with Warwick Doha Hotel 
and The Westin Doha Hotel & Spa.

The initiative also serves as a gesture of 

solidarity and appreciation for the people 
and residents of Qatar, while promoting 
Filipino cuisine as a means of cultural ex-
change.

With the campaign running through 
early May, the embassy is inviting the 
public to take part in the celebration and, 
as the Filipino phrase goes, “Kain tayo”, or 
simply, let’s eat.

The dinner featured a range of Filipino

Filipino Food Month unites Asean diplomats in DohaFilipino Food Month unites Asean diplomats in DohaBy Joey Aguilar
Doha

Philippine ambassador Mardomel Celo D Melicor, with other Asean envoys, at a special 
dinner marking Filipino Food Month.
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