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Ministry urges
immediatereporting
of suspicious objects
in territorial waters

The Ministry of Interior (Mol) has
urged the public to immediately
report any unidentified objects or
debris suspected to be remnants
of intercepted missiles or drones
found at sea within the country’s
territorial waters. In a statement
posted on its official account on
platform X, the ministry stressed
that such objects must only

be handled by the competent
authorities, warning that they
may contain hazardous materials
that pose arisk to public safety.
The ministry further urged the
public not to approach or touch
such objects, and to report them
immediately by calling 999, so
that the necessary measures
can be taken in accordance with
approved procedures. (QNA)

MoT announces full
return of maritime
navigation activities

The Ministry of Transport (MoT)
has announced the full return of
maritime navigation activities all
day long for all types of maritime
vessels and ships, from Saturday
(today) beginning 12 midnight.
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families especially during the weekends. The Mina District, located within the Old Doha Port, is one of the
most vibrant and “Instagrammable” waterfront destinations in Qatar due to its charming pastel-coloured
buildings, cobblestone streets, and Mediterranean-inspired architecture. PICTURE: Thajudheen

Trump says ‘not satisfied’
with new Iranian proposal

S  President Donald
Trump said yesterday
that he was “not satis-
fied” with a new Iranian negoti-
ating proposal, with peace talks
between the two sides frozen
despite a weeks-long ceasefire.
Iran delivered the text of the
proposal to mediator Pakistan
on Thursday evening, the IRNA
news agency reported, without
offering details as to its contents.
“At this moment I’'m not satis-
fied with what they’re offering,”
Trump told reporters, laying
blame for the stalled talks with
Iran due to “tremendous dis-
cord” within its leadership. “Do
we want to go and just blast the
hell out of them and finish them
forever — or do we want to try
and make a deal? I mean, those
are the options,” he said when
asked about next steps, adding
he would “prefer not” to take the
first option “on a human basis”.
The war, launched by the
United States and Israel with a
wave of surprise strikes on Feb-
ruary 28, has been on hold since
April 8, but only one failed round
of direct talks has taken place

US President Donald Trump on
his arrival at Ocala International
Airport in Florida. (AFP)

between Iranian and US rep-
resentatives. In the meantime,
Iran has maintained its stran-
glehold on the Strait of Hormuz,
cutting off vast amounts of oil,
gas and fertiliser from the world
economy, while the US has im-
posed a counterblockade on Ira-
nian ports. Despite the failure to
negotiate an end to the war, the
ceasefire has held. Yesterday,
Iranian judiciary chief Gholam-
hossein Mohseni Ejei said “the
Islamic Republic has never shied

away from negotiations”.

But he added in a video shared
by the judiciary’s Mizan Online
website, “we certainly do not ac-
cept imposition” - though Te-
hran did not want a return to war.

The White House has declined
to comment on the details of the
new Iranian proposal. But the
news site Axios reported that
US envoy Steve Witkoff earlier
this week had submitted amend-
ments to a previous proposal
seeking to reinject the issue of
Tehran’s nuclear programme into
the negotiations. Citing a source
familiar with the matter, Axios
said they included a demand that
Iran not try to move enriched
uranium out of sites bombed
during a brief war last year, or
resume any activity there while
talks continue.

Optimism after news of the
Iranian proposal sent oil prices
falling by nearly five percent for
US benchmark West Texas Inter-
mediate. However, prices are still
roughly 50% above their prewar
levels as traders confront the
prolonged closure of Hormuz.
(AFP)

Qatar calls for
total elimination
of nuclear arms
in Middle East

®Says complete disarmamentis the
only safeguard against nuclear threats

QNA

New York
atar has renewed its com-
mitment to advancing ef-
forts toward a Middle East

free uclear weapons and other

weapons of mass destruction, em-
phasising that the complete elimi-
nation of nuclear arms remains
the only guarantee against their
use or threat thereof.

This position was outlined
by Saud Musfer al-Shahwani,
a member of Qatar’s delegation
participating in the 2026 Review
Conference of the States Parties
to the Treaty on the Non-Prolifer-
ation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).
He delivered Qatar’s statement
before the First Main Committee
onDisarmament at the United Na-
tions headquarters in New York.

Al-Shahwani underscored that
nuclear disarmament, as one of
the three core pillars of the NPT,
constitutes a fundamental step
in global efforts to eliminate nu-
clear weapons and dismantle their
stockpiles and remnants. He noted
that Article VI of the treaty estab-
lishes a clear legal obligation on
nuclear-armed states to engage in
good-faith negotiations leading to
complete nuclear disarmament.

He warned that delays in ful-
filling these commitments un-
dermine the credibility of the
international system, reiterating
that total elimination is the only
reliable safeguard against nuclear
use. He further stressed that the
continued existence of military
nuclear capabilities outside any
international verification or ac-
countability framework erodes
trust, fuels arms races, and creates
a fragile and escalation-prone se-
curity environment.

In this context, al-Shahwani

Saud Musfer al-Shahwani

highlighted calls for adopting a
gradual and verifiable approach,
based on achieving regular and
measurable reductions in nuclear
arsenals, enhancing transparency
around nuclear military doctrines
and readiness levels, and expand-
ing confidence-building measures
to reduce the risks of accidental or
unintended use of nuclear weap-
ons.

He explained that such steps not
only advance the goal of nuclear
disarmament but also help ease
global strategic tensions, thereby
strengthening international sta-
bility and positively impacting
regional and global peace and
security. He added that nuclear
disarmament is not merely a tech-
nical or legal issue, but a strategic
choice reflecting the international
community’s commitment to hu-
man security and the future of
coming generations.

In conclusion, al-Shahwani
stressed that the Middle East -
given its longstanding security
challenges - deserves to be at the
forefront of this global effort. He
reaffirmed Qatar’s full commit-
ment to working with regional
countries and the international
community to advance toward a
Middle East free of nuclear weap-
ons and other weapons of mass
destruction, founded on collective
security, mutual respect, and sus-
tainable development.

Innovation should be key priority during crisis times: QRDI researchers

By Joseph Varghese
Staff Reporter

esearch, development and
Knnovation (RDI) must be
epositioned as the core pil-
lars of national resilience, noted
two researchers from Qatar Re-
search Development and Innova-
tion (QRDI) Council. As geopo-
litical instability intensifies and
global systems face increasing
disruption, Dr Mohammed al-
Housani and Dr Abdellahi Hussein
from QRDI in an article published
on QRDI website argue that coun-
tries should focus more on inno-
vation during periods of crisis.
Qatar, the authors noted that
is relatively well-positioned due
to sustained investment in its in-
novation ecosystem over the past
two decades. “The country has
established research funding in-
stitutions, developed a national
RDI strategy under QRDI 2030,
and built strong academic and re-
search infrastructure. It has also
attracted global talent and fos-
tered partnerships that support a

“Countries with robust RDI ecosystems are
better positioned to adapt to disruptions,
whether caused by pandemics, conflicts,
or supply chain breakdowns”

growing innovation-driven pri-
vate sector,” they highlighted.

According to the QRDI scien-
tists, RDI builds the underlying
systems necessary for resilience.
“Investments in research and in-
novation strengthen technologi-
cal capabilities, cultivate skilled
talent, and establish institutions
capable of responding effectively
to sudden shocks. Countries with
robust RDI ecosystems are better
positioned to adapt to disruptions,
whether caused by pandemics,
conflicts, or supply chain break-
downs,” they explained.

“RDI plays a fundamental
role in national development. It
strengthens technological ca-
pability, raises productivity and
supports long-term competitive-
ness. Countries with advanced
RDI ecosystems are better able to
diversify their economies, create

high-value industries and reduce
dependence on narrow sectors.
More importantly, they are better
equipped to respond when the ex-
ternal environment changes sud-
denly,” continued the authors.

The researchers noted that RDI
builds the systems, talent base,
institutions and knowledge net-
works that make future resilience
possible. “It creates the condi-
tions for faster adaptation when
shocks arrive. Without that base,
countries are left reacting with
limited tools and little room to
manoeuvre. The real value of RDI
is not just in what it produces
during stable periods. It is in the
capability it creates before crisis
hits,” they underlined.

The authors said that history
offers repeated evidence that ma-
jor technological breakthroughs
are accelerated in periods of crisis

Dr Mohammed al-Housani and Dr Abdellahi Hussein.

but made possible by capabili-
ties developed over time. “World
War II accelerated advances in
computing, radar and aviation.
The Cold War drove major leaps
in the Internet, GPS and satellite
systems. During Covid-19, mRNA
vaccines and digital platforms
moved from scientific promise
to global deployment at extraor-
dinary speed. This is precisely
when countries should deepen,
not defer, their investment in RDI,

because crises reward those that
have already built the capacity to
respond at speed,” they stressed.
The article highlighted that
the same principle applies today.
It said: “Many of the technolo-
gies shaping current conflicts in
the region, including artificial
intelligence, autonomous sys-
tems, satellite communications
and cyber capabilities, are not
short-term inventions. They
are the result of decades of sus-

tained RDI investment. That is
the lesson policymakers should
not miss. Crisis performance is
determined by the investments
made much earlier.”

The authors also spoke about
international examples how lead-
ing countries integrate RDI into
their crisis response strategies.
“Singapore accelerated innova-
tion in diagnostics and vaccine
production during the pandem-
ic,” they described. “South Korea
expanded its semiconductor re-
search and manufacturing capac-
ity to address global supply chain
vulnerabilities. Japan, following
the Fukushima disaster, embed-
ded science and technology into
long-term reconstruction efforts.
In each case, RDI was not depri-
oritised but instead elevated to the
centre of national strategy.”

“Countries that underinvest in
RDI during peace are unprepared
in crisis. Countries that depriori-
tise RDI during crisis fall behind.
Countries that protect and refocus
RDI emerge stronger, more com-
petitive and more resilient,” they
added.
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atar has reiterated the impor-

tance of eliminating racism and

racial discrimination in all its
formSyhighlighting steps taken to pro-
mote equality, tolerance and social co-
hesion.

The statement was delivered by the
Deputy Permanent Representative of the
Permanent Delegation of Qatar to the UN
Office in Geneva, Jawhara bint Abdulaziz
al-Suwaidi, during an informal meeting

committee’s work, noting that such
principles strengthen trust in interna-
tional mechanisms and ensure their ef-
fectiveness.

She warned against approaches that
could fuel division or justify exclusion
based on race or origin, particularly amid
current regional and global challenges,
and called for preserving constructive
dialogue and co-operation in addressing
related issues. - QNA

Qatar reaffirms commitment to combating
racial discrimination during meeting at UN

The envoy said that Qatar had adopted
policies and plans that are aimed at fos-
tering an inclusive and safe society free
from intolerance, hatred and discrimi-
nation, stressing that racism contra-

venes international and national laws and
norms.

Al-Suwaidi also emphasised the im-
portance of maintaining neutrality,
objectivity and mutual respect in the

of the Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination with state parties
to the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis-
crimination.
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Workers are the backbone of
Qatar’s civic sector: Minister

bin Hamad bin Abdullah al-Attiyah has

affirmed that workers across the minis-
try’s various sectors represent the backbone of
Qatar’s municipal sector, praising their efforts
and vital role in serving the community.

During a ceremony organised to mark In-
ternational Workers’ Day, observed annu-
ally on May 1, the minister noted that workers
have consistently demonstrated high levels
of efficiency and commitment under various
conditions and challenges, with their con-
tinued contributions playing a tangible role
in supporting comprehensive development,
enhancing municipal services, and improving

HE the Minister of Municipality Abdullah

Visit Qatar,
Pierre Hermé
unveil
exclusive
macaron
collaboration

isit Qatar, in col-
laboration with Paris
Saint-Germain, has

launched a limited-edition
macaron collection in part-
nership with renowned
French pastry chef Pierre
Hermé, blending Parisian
craftsmanship with Qatari
culinary heritage.

The collaboration forms
part of a wider, multi-layered
campaign centred around
Paris Saint-Germain’s match
against Lorient today at Parc
des Princes.

The campaign combines
prominent in-stadium vis-
ibility, including Visit Qa-
tar’s branding on the team’s
jersey, with a targeted acti-
vation through Pierre Her-
mé giveaways at the PSG
Store in Paris, extending
engagement with fans be-
yond the pitch.

As part of this initiative,
Pierre Hermé has created an
exclusive macaron flavour
inspired by Qatari milk tea
locally known as Karak and
dates, reinterpreting iconic
local tastes through a re-
fined French lens.

The collaboration under-
scores gastronomy as a key
pillar of cultural exchange,
connecting Doha and Paris
through a shared apprecia-
tion for flavour, craftsman-
ship and hospitality.

Today the limited-edition
collection will be distrib-
uted across select locations
in both cities, including the
Paris Saint-Germain Store on
the Champs-Elysées in Paris
and Pierre Hermé’s café at
Lagoona Mall in Doha.

This initiative reflects the
continued strategic part-
nership between Visit Qatar
and Paris Saint-Germain,
underscoring the role of
sport as a powerful platform
for cultural exchange and
global engagement, while
spotlighting Qatar’s dis-
tinctive hospitality through
creative, cross-cultural ex-
periences.

Qatar.

overall performance across sectors.

HE al-Attiyah expressed his appreciation
to all workers, commending their daily efforts
across the ministry’s sectors and municipali-
ties, which directly contribute to maintaining
quality of life and promoting sustainability in

Assistant Undersecretary for Public Services
Affairs Eng. Abdullah Ahmed al-Karani said
during the ceremony that workers are the true
foundation of the ministry’s operations, with
their daily efforts reflected in city cleanliness,
maintenance of facilities, and continuous im-
provement of service delivery.

He added that the ministry remains com- QNA

nuity.

mitted to providing a safe and supportive
working environment that ensures workers’
well-being and enhances their performance,
based on its belief that workforce stability is
key to maintaining quality and service conti-

The ceremony included the honouring of

several workers from various municipalities and
departments in recognition of their outstanding
contributions.

The event also featured a video expressing
appreciation for the ministry’s workforce, along
with artistic, entertainment, and interactive
segments involving employee participation. -

Qatar and S Korea explore strategic
co-operationin trade, investment

atar and the Republic of

Korea discussed bilat-

eral co-operation and
opp ities for collaboration
in strategic projects, as well as
strengthening and develop-
ing partnerships, particularly
in trade and investment, during
an official visit by a delegation to
Seoul led by HE the Minister of
State for Foreign Trade Affairs at
the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry Dr Ahmed bin Moham-
med al-Sayed.

The delegation was in South
Korea to explore co-opera-
tion opportunities in strategic
projects and enhance bilateral
partnerships, especially in arti-
ficial intelligence (AI), advanced
industries, and technology.

During the visit, HE Dr al-
Sayed held a meeting with Kore-
an Prime Minister Kim Min-se-
ok to address bilateral relations
and ways to further strengthen
them in trade and investment,
along with other topics of mu-
tual interest.

The minister also held a series
of meetings with senior Korean
officials, including the Special
Envoy of the President of Korea
and Presidential Chief of Staff
Kang Hoon-sik, the Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Science and Information and
Communications  Technology

Bae Kyung-hoon, Minister of

Trade Yeo Han-koo, and Minis-
ter of Small- and Medium-sized
Enterprises and Startups Han
Seong-sook.

The meetings also touched on
co-operation between the two
countries and explored ways to
further expand it in the area of
trade and investment, as well as
in advanced industries such as
Al, semiconductors, and bio-
technology.

This comes as a follow-up
to the outcomes of Kang’s visit
to Qatar last month, with both
sides emphasising the impor-
tance of expanding strategic in-
vestment co-operation.

HE Dr al-Sayed also met with
chief executives of Korean tech-
nology companies to explore
co-operation opportunities, de-
velop joint projects, and enhance
their presence in the Qatar mar-
ket. - QNA

Real estate firm
ordered to pay
client QR715,000

By Ayman Adly
Staff Reporter

he Investment and Com-
Tmerce Court has ruled in

favour of a Qatari citizen
in a real estate dispute, order-
ing a property development
company to refund QR650,000
and jointly pay an additional
QR65,000 in compensation with
a second company, after failing
to deliver a residential unit more
than four years past the agreed
deadline.

According to court docu-
ments, the plaintiff filed the case
through his legal representative,
lawyer Mohamed Hadi al-Khay-
areen, seeking the termination
of a property sale contract that
was signed six years ago, on Jan-
uary 1,2020.

The agreement, concluded
with a real estate developer and
its representative company, in-
volved the purchase of a resi-
dential unit that was valued at
QR930,000, with delivery ini-
tially scheduled for December
2022 and an optional extension
of 10 months.

The claimant fulfilled his
contractual obligations, paying
a total of QR650,500 via bank
transfers.

However, despite the expira-
tion of both the original deadline
and the extended grace period
laid out in the contract, which

ended on June 24, 2023, the unit
was never delivered, prompting
such legal action.

The delay, which extended
beyond four years from the
agreed delivery timeline, re-
sulted in financial losses and
missed opportunities, including
the inability to use the property
for housing or investment pur-
poses.

Eventually, the court found
that the defendants had failed to
meet their contractual obliga-
tions despite repeated amicable
requests, justifying the order for
the termination of the agree-
ment and the reimbursement of
funds.

The court further ruled that
the companies must compen-
sate the plaintiff for damages
incurred.

In its reasoning, the court
noted that both defendants were
not registered in the official de-
velopers’ registry maintained
by the Real Estate Regulatory
Authority, meaning they did not
qualify as licensed developers
under applicable real estate de-
velopment laws.

The judgment further cited
the provisions of the Qatari Civil
Code, stressing that contracts
are binding for both parties, and
that failure by one party to fulfill
obligations laid out in the con-
tract entitles the other to seek
termination and compensation
after due notice.

nounced.

lution.

resolution.

auction framework.

resolution of pending cases.

Online court auctions
in Q12026 generate
more than QR580mn

he total proceeds from the online judicial auctions ex-
ceeded QR580mn during the first quarter (Q1) of this
year, the Supreme Judiciary Council (SJC) has an-

Such figures, the SJC said, indicate strong performance
and sustained activity across multiple sectors, while reflect -
ing growing participation and confidence in the system as an
effective mechanism for asset management and dispute reso-

The council also revealed that during this period, a total
of 5,668 lawsuits were recorded, of which 3,786 cases were
successfully closed, demonstrating notable progress in case

Online auction activities remain particularly high, with
40,206 bids submitted for the items on auction.

In terms of assets, 2,098 items were offered through these
online judicial auctions, with 1,267 items successfully sold.

The SJC added that the auctions covered seven categories:
real estate, vehicles, equipment, private auctions, movable
assets, valuable collectibles, and special fancy licence plates,
showcasing the breadth of assets managed under the judicial

Accordingly, the council said, such auctions have contrib-
uted to enhancing transparency, efficiency, and accessibil-
ity within the involved processes while effectively aiding the

More than 18,000 transactions done by
government services centres in March

By Ayman Adly

Staff Reporter
overnment services cen-
tres across the country
accomplished 18,238

services during March, the Civil
Service and Government Devel-
opment Bureau has revealed.

According to data published on
the “Sharek” platform, the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) led
all government entities in service
delivery, completing 6,763 trans-
actions.

The MOoFA also received 656
customer feedback surveys, re-
flecting active public engagement
in evaluating service quality.

The Ministry of Justice ranked
second with 4,252 completed
services, supported by 470 cus-
tomer surveys measuring satis-
faction levels.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Labour secured third place, de-
livering 3,357 services and gath-
ering 242 feedback responses.

Strong performance was also
recorded by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry (MoCI),
which completed 2,087 services

during the same period.

Further, the Civil Service and
Government Development Bu-
reau itself carried out 477 serv-
ices within its various mandates.

Other entities demonstrated
steady contributions: the Minis-
try of Municipality delivered 319
services alongside 28 surveys,
while the Ministry of Social De-
velopment and Family completed
288 services with 31 feedback re-
sponses.

Service activity extended to
utilities and financial entities.

The Qatar General Electric-
ity and Water Corporation (Kah-
ramaa) processed 275 services
and received 36 surveys from
subscribers, while the Qatar
Central Securities Depository
recorded 266 services in addi-
tion 33 questionnaires to measure
quality performance.

The report further included
the Supreme Judiciary Council
(SJC), which completed 114 serv-
ices, and the General Retirement
and Social Insurance Author-
ity, which delivered 40 services
within the same period.

The Bureau stressed that pub-
lic participation in service evalu-

ation remains a cornerstone of
government performance im-
provement, encouraging users
to share their feedback via the
“Sharek” platform after receiving
services.

This would eventually drive
continued improvements in ef-
ficiency and user experience as
part of the country’s administra-
tive excellence drive.

This initiative, launched un-
der the slogan Be part of serv-
ice development and contribute
your opinion, aims to enhance
transparency, boost administra-
tive efficiency, and ensure faster,
higher-quality public services,
aligned with the objectives of
Qatar’s Third National Develop-
ment Strategy and its broader vi-
sion for sustainable institutional
transformation.

In the meantime, the Bureau
has honoured employees who
demonstrated outstanding per-
formance in government serv-
ice centres during March 2026,
highlighting their role in deliver-
ing services that meet the highest
quality standards and support
ongoing government efficiency
reforms.
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Lebanon says six killed, eight injured in Israeli strikes on southern town

said yesterday.

that ended the last war between the two.

battle” with Israel.

tion with Hezbollah”, he said.

stroyed.

Hezbollah ‘has reinforced fighters in south Lebanon’

Hezbollah has brought reinforcements and weapons to the south of the country since
the start of the war with Israel on March 2, the organisation’s director of media relations

The Lebanese army said in January that it had finished disarming the group near the
Israeli border in southern Lebanon, the scene of multiple wars between Israel and Hez-
bollah, the most recent of which was brought to a halt on April 17 by a ceasefire.

The army had been enacting a plan that it drew up after a 2024 ceasefire agreement

Speaking during an interview with a group of journalists including from AFP, Youssef
al-Zein said the group had been able to “introduce forces and arms in the course of the

He said the reinforcements did not use roads controlled by the Lebanese army.
“We are convinced that the army is a national army” that “will not enter into a confronta-

Al-Zein said that if Israel had been able to penetrate deeper into Lebanese territory it
was because Hezbollah had been disarmed south of the Litani river, which runs around
30km (20 miles) from the border, and its infrastructure there, including tunnels, de-

Nevertheless, he insisted that Hezbollah was able to “reconstitute its forces” after the
last war with Israel, and that it was “prepared for a long battle”.

Israel announced on April 7 that it had completed the deployment of its ground forces in
southern Lebanon and would maintain a 10km-deep “security zone”. = AFP

AFP
Beirut

people including a woman and a

child were killed yesterday in Israeli
strikes on a southern town where Israel’s
army had issued an evacuation order de-
spite a ceasefire.

The ministry statement said eight oth-
er people including a woman and a child
were wounded in the two strikes on Hab-
boush, where an AFP photographer saw
clouds of smoke rising after the raids.

The state-run National News Agency
(NNA) reported unspecified casual-
ties in Habboush after Israeli warplanes
“launched a series of heavy strikes... less
than an hour after warning” residents to
evacuate.

Israel’s military had warned it would
act “forcefully” against Hezbollah after
the Iran-backed group’s “violations of
the ceasefire agreement’} and told resi-
dents to flee to open areas at least one

Lebanon’s health ministry said six

kilometre from the town.

The NNA also reported Israeli strikes
and artillery fire on other south Lebanon
locations including a strike on the coastal
city of Tyre.

Israel has kept up deadly strikes on
Lebanon despite a April 17 ceasefire that
sought to halt more than six weeks of war
between Israel and Hezbollah.

The ceasefire text grants Israel the right
to act against “planned, imminent or on-
going attacks”

Israeli soldiers are operating inside a
“Yellow Line” running some 10km (six
miles) deep inside Lebanon’s border
where they are carrying out wide-scale
detonations and demolitions of build-
ings.

The NNA said Israeli troops carried
out detonations in the southern town of
Shamaa and “demolished a monastery
and a school” run by a religious order in
the town of Yaroun after other detona-
tions there of “homes, shops and roads”.

Hezbollah meanwhile claimed a series
of attacks on Israeli troops and sites in

14 Iranian soldiers killed in demining operation: local media

during operations to defuse unex-
ploded ordnance in Iran’s northwest -

ern Zanjan province, local media reported.
“Following enemy airstrikes using clus-
ter bombs and aerial mines, parts of Zanjan
province, including about 1,200 hectares

F ourteen soldiers were killed yesterday

of agricultural land, were contaminated by
bombs,” Fars news agency reported, citing
the country’s Revolutionary Guards.
Revolutionary Guards specialists were
working to clear the areas, and had neutral-
ised more than 15,000 items, it added.
“However, today, during one of these

missions, 14 of these dedicated forces were
martyred and two were injured,” it said.
Iran has previously accused the US and
Israel of using cluster munitions, which
explode in mid-air and scatter smaller
bomblets — some of which fail to explode,
creating a danger that can last for decades.

Israel has also accused Iran of using the
munitions in missile strikes on Israeli cities.

Iran, Israel and the US have all declined
to join the more than 100 countries that
are party to the 2008 Convention on Clus-
ter Munitions, which prohibits their use,
transfer, production and storage. - AFP

China’s envoy
to UN stresses
urgent need to
maintain Iran
war ceasefire

Reuters
United Nations

C hina’s UN ambassador Fu
Cong said yesterday that
it is an urgent necessity to
maintain the Iran war ceasefire
and that he is sure the Strait of
Hormuz issue would be high on
the agenda if it is still closed when
US President Donald Trump goes
to China this month.

Fu told reporters at the United
Nations the strait needed to be
reopened as quickly as possible.

He said China was very con-
cerned about remarks it had heard
recently about the ceasefire being
temporary and the need to initiate
another round of attacks.

“Iran needs to lift its restric-
tions on the Strait of Hormuz, and
the US needs to lift its naval block-
ade,” he said.

“The most urgent issue is to
keep the ceasefire;” the envoy
said. “And the ceasefire needs to
last, and there has to be a good-
faith negotiation between the two
sides.”

“I think the international com-
munity should be mobilised and
raise our voices against the re-
sumption of fighting,” Fu added.

Asked about Trump’s visit to
China scheduled for this month,
he said: “I'm sure if Hormuz is
still closed by the time President
Trump goes to China, this issue
will be high on the agenda of the
bilateral talks”

Fu also rejected allegations from
some US officials about military
co-operation between China and
Iran as “false”

He was briefing at the start of
the month-long Chinese presi-
dency of the UN Security Council
and said Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi will chair a session of the
council on May 26.

The US State Department did
not respond immediately when
asked if there were plans for US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio to
meet Wang while he was in the US.

Rats infest Gaza’s tent camps, biting children and spreading disease

Pro-Gaza activists seized by
Israel disembark in Crete

Reuters/AFP
Athens

ozens of activists on a
D Gaza-bound aid flotilla

which was intercepted
by Israeli forces in international
waters off Crete disembarked
yesterday in the Greek island, an
AFP journalist saw.

Escorted by Greek coast-
guards, around 175 activists, the
majority of them nationals of
European countries, were taken
by coach to the port of Ath-
erinolakkos, in the southeast of
the island before being moved
to Heraklion, the main city in
Crete.

As they approached the port,
the activists chanted “Free Pal-
estine’} AFP saw.

The activists were part of a
second Global Sumud flotilla,
launched in recent months in an
attempt to break Israel’s block-
ade of Gaza by delivering hu-
manitarian assistance.

The ships set sail from the
Spanish port of Barcelona on
April 12.

Yesterday an Israeli army ship
transferred 168 members of
the flotilla crew to Greek boats,
which then took them to shore
where buses and an ambulance
waited for them, organisers said
and Reuters footage showed.

Israel’s foreign ministry called
the flotilla organisers “profes-
sional provocateurs” and said:
“Israel will not allow the breach
of the lawful naval blockade on
Gaza”.

Turkiye’s foreign ministry said
some 20 Turkish nationals in the
flotilla who had been detained
and taken to Crete would be re-
patriated.

It said “certain participants
from third countries” would also
be sent to Turkiye.

Two activists were detained
by Israeli authorities, accord-
ing to statements from Israel

—

Activists from the Global Sumud Flotilla, which was intercepted on international waters by the Israeli
navy, walk towards the airport of Heraklion, on the island of Crete, Greece. = Reuters

and the organisers of the flotilla,
who identified them as Saif Abu
Keshek, a Spanish national of
Palestinian origin, and Brazilian
Thiago Avila.

Spain’s foreign minister, Jose
Manuel Albares, accused Israel
of illegally arresting Abu Keshek
and demanded his immediate
release.

Israel’s foreign ministry said
that Abu Keshek was suspected
of affiliation with a terrorist or-
ganisation and Avila suspected
of illegal activity, adding that
both would be taken to Israel for
questioning.

In a post on their Telegram
channel, organisers of the flo-
tilla alleged that activists had
been denied adequate food and
water and “forced to sleep on
floors that were deliberately and
repeatedly flooded” aboard an

Israeli naval vessel, describing
their treatment as “40 hours of
calculated cruelty”

It said that some suffered in-
juries including broken noses
and cracked ribs when they were
kicked and dragged across the
deck with their hands tied after
they tried to protest against the
detention of their two fellow ac-
tivists.

There was no immediate com-
ment from Israel on the allega-
tions of mistreatment.

A source who asked not to
be identified said that while 22
boats had been intercepted by
Israel, 47 others were still sailing
off southern Crete and planned
to anchor there at some point
before continuing onwards to
Gaza.

Each ship is carrying about a
tonne of food, medical and other

equipment, the source said.

The 22 vessels were seized by
Israel late on Wednesday in in-
ternational waters off Greece’s
Peloponnese peninsula, which is
hundreds of miles from Gaza, the
flotilla’s organisers said.

In a statement on Thursday,
the US State Department threat-
ened “to impose consequences”
against those who support the
flotilla, which it cast as pro-
Hamas.

Pro-Palestinian activists say
that Israel and the US wrongly
conflate their advocacy for Pal-
estinian rights as support for
Hamas.

Last October Israel’s military
halted a previous flotilla assem-
bled by the same organisation,
arresting Swedish activist Greta
Thunberg and more than 450
participants.

southern Lebanon yesterday, saying they
came in response to Israeli ceasefire vio-
lations.

The group drew Lebanon into the Mid-
dle East war in March with rocket fire at
Israel to avenge the US-Israeli killing of
Iranian supreme leader Ali Khamenei.

Lebanon’s health ministry has raised
the toll in Israeli strikes since March 2
to more than 2,600 dead, including 103
emergency workers and paramedics.

The International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies’ under-
secretary-general for national society
development and co-ordination, Xavier
Castellanos, said that when Lebanese Red
Cross volunteers go on a mission, “they
fear for their lives”

Two Lebanese Red Cross paramedics
are among those killed in Israeli strikes.

“That a person that is trying to save
lives, is trying to alleviate human suffer-
ing, might be targeted, might be killed...
this is something that I found absolutely
unacceptable,” Castellanos told reporters
near Beirut.

Israel’s death
penalty law
‘perpetuates
discrimination’

srael’s new death penalty
Ilaw permitting the execution

of Palestinians convicted of
deadly attacks perpetuates racial
discrimination against them, a UN
committee said yesterday, urging
its immediate repeal.

The law amounts to a grave
erosion of human rights, the UN
Committee on the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination said in a
statement.

Under the new law, passed by
the Israeli parliament in March,
Palestinians in the occupied West
Bank convicted by military courts
of carrying out deadly attacks
classified as “terrorism” will face
the death penalty as a default sen-
tence.

“The new law is a severe blow to
human rights, rolling back Israel’s
long-standing de facto morato-
rium on executions since 1962 and
expanding the use of the death
penalty,” the committee said.

The law is “de facto applicable
to Palestinians only” and sets a
90-day deadline for executions
once a final judgment is rendered,
the committee said.

Furthermore, it said Israel
should ensure that all Palestinian
detainees “are guaranteed their
rights to equal treatment before
the law, security of person, pro-
tection against violence or bodily
harm, and access to justice”.

The committee also called on
Israel to “end all policies and
practices that amount to racial
discrimination against and segre-
gation of Palestinians”

It said other countries should
“ensure that their resources are
not used to enforce or support dis-
criminatory policies and practices
against Palestinians living in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory”

The committee of 18 independ-
ent experts monitors adherence to
the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimina-
tion by its 182 states parties.

Under the convention, which
came into force in 1969, countries
must eliminate racial discrimina-
tion, eradicate practices of segre-
gation and guarantee equality be-
fore the law without distinction as
torace, colour, descent or national
or ethnic origin.

Israel ratified the convention in
1979.

In March, UN rights chief Volk-
er Turk branded Israel’s new law
“cruel and discriminatory”, warn-
ing that applying it in occupied
Palestinian territory “would con-
stitute a war crime”.

Israel has occupied the West
Bank since 1967 and violence in
the territory has soared since the
events of October 7,2023. - AFP

By Nidal al-Mughrabi and
Haseeb Alwazeer
Reuters

ats and parasites are spreading
Rthrough Gaza’s tent camps for dis-

placed Palestinians, biting children’s
fingers and toes as they sleep, gnawing
through people’s few remaining treasured
possessions, and spreading disease.

The outbreak is unfolding as most of
Gaza’s more than 2mn people have been
displaced, many now living in bombed-out
homes and makeshift tents pitched on open
ground, roadsides, or atop the ruins of de-
stroyed buildings.

Just days before her wedding day, Amani
Abu Selmi, displaced with her family in
Khan Younis in the south, discovered that
rats had gnawed through the garments and
bags of her wedding trousseau inside the tat-
tered tent where they have been sheltering.

She and her mother showed Reuters holes
the rodents had eaten through her gown, a

traditional burgundy embroidered dress that
is customary in Palestinian weddings.

“All my happiness was gone, it turned
to sadness, turned to heartbreak - that my
things are gone, my wedding trousseau is
gone,” said Abu Selmi, 20.

A rat bit the hand and toes of Khalil al-
Mashharawi’s three-year-old son several
weeks ago, he said.

Last Friday, he himself was bitten.

He said he and his wife now sleep in shifts
to protect their children and one another
from an infestation they are unable to con-
trol or defend themselves against, with ro-
dent traps largely ineffective in Gaza’s ruined
homes and tent encampments.

“They strike in our sleep,” said al-Mash-
harawi, 26, who lives with his family in the
ruins of their house in Tuffah neighbour-
hood in northern Gaza. “They may disap-
pear for a day or two before they strike again,
(forcing) their way under the tiles of the floor
of the house”

Mohamed Abu Selmia, head of Gaza’s
largest hospital, Al-Shifa, said he expects

the problem to worsen as summer approach-
es and amid an Israeli ban on pest control
materials such as rat poison.

Israel generally restricts the entry to Gaza
of items that it says can have dual military or
civilian use.

As part of what it said was an effort with
“all actors and international partners” to
address the sanitation problem, COGAT, the
Israeli military agency that controls access to
Gaza, said that, in recent weeks, it has facili-
tated the transfer of about 90 tonnes of pest
control materials and over 1,000 mousetraps
into the enclave.

“Every day, hospitals record cases of pa-
tients being admitted due to rodent-related
incidents, particularly among children, the
elderly, and the sick,” Abu Selmia said.

There is also widespread fear about the
spread of dangerous diseases, including rat-
bite fever, leptospirosis, and even plague, he
said.

An October ceasefire between Israel and
Hamas has done little to ease the suffering of
Palestinians in Gaza where sewage and sani-

tation systems have been mostly destroyed
by Israel and humanitarian aid is subject to
Israelirestrictions.

Israel cites security concerns for curbs on
Gaza, where it has continued to carry out
deadly attacks, saying its action is due to
threats from Hamas.

It has killed more than 800 Palestin-
ians since October, with four Israeli soldiers
killed during the same period.

With waste collection largely halted, con-
taminated water and refuse have accumulat -
ed near the tent cities where families sleep,
cook, and wash.

This has given rodents and parasites a
unique environment within which they can
spread, aid groups say.

Reinhilde Van de Weerdt, the World
Health Organisation (WHO)’s local repre-
sentative, said there were around 17,000
rodent and ectoparasitic infection-related
cases in Gaza so far this year.

“This is just the unfortunate but predict-
able consequence when people live in a col-
lapsed living environment,” she said.

Amani Abu Selmi holds a
damaged wool garment inside a
tent in Khan Younis in the
southern Gaza Strip. - Reuters
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DR Congo ex-president condemns blacklisting by US

AFP
Kinshasa

emocratic  Republic  of
DCongo ex-president Joseph

Kabila condemned yes-
terday a US decision to sanction
him for allegedly aiding Rwanda-
backed M23 rebels who have seized
swathes of the east of his country.

Washington’s move was “pro-
foundly unjustified, politically mo-
tivated and based on unsubstanti-
ated accusations’) Kabila said in a
statement sent to AFP.

The government in Kinshasa
said earlier on Friday it welcomed
the sanctions as “an important step
in the fight against impunity”

The United States blacklisted

Kabila on Thursday, accusing him
of providing “financial and politi-
cal support” to groups that are “the
principal drivers of violence and
instability” in the Great Lakes re-
gion of central Africa.

Washington has already imposed
sanctions on the DRC’s neighbour,
Rwanda, in an attempt to enforce
an unsuccessful peace deal be-
tween the M23 and the Congolese
government.

The peace accord, which US
President Donald Trump an-
nounced with great fanfare in De-
cember, includes a provision for
US industries to gain privileged
access to the eastern DRC’s vast
mineral riches.

He said the US decision to black-
list him was “based on the narrative
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Joseph Kabila. (Reuters /File
Photo)
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of the Kinshasa authorities, who
have been unable to substantiate
the accusations made against him”,

The DRC government, by con-
trast, welcomed the US sanctions.

It said they had “operation-
al implications” because they
would restrict Kabila’s alleged
“capacity for mobilising finance”
or “logistical support that could
fuel and prolong the war”.

Last year, a Congolese military
court sentenced Kabila to death in
absentia for treason for “complic-
ity” with the M23 and its political
branch, the Congo River Alliance
(Alliance Fleuve Congo or AFC),
which is seeking to oust DRC Presi-
dent Felix Tshisekedi.

The conviction effectively blocks
Kabila from returning to Kinshasa
to seek any political comeback.

The M23 has not reacted publicly
to the US sanctions.

UN extends South Sudan peacekeeping mission

AFP
UN

he UN Security Council on
TThursday passed a reso-
lution extending the UN
peacekeeping mission in South
Sudan (UNMISS) by one year but
reducing its size, despite push-
back from several member states.
The resolution, adopted with
13 votes in favour and abstentions
from Russia and China, prolongs
the mission until April 30, 2027.
The mission, which began
in 2011 when South Sudan first
gained independence, will have a
new cap of authorised peacekeep-
ers with a maximum of 12,500
soldiers — down from the previ-
ous limit of 17,000 soldiers — as
well as some 2,100 police officers.

The resolution also asks the Of-
fice of the Secretary-General to
conduct a “capability study” of the
mission within the next 120 days to
assess “the adequacy of the Mis-
sion’s current force levels”

The reduction in peacekeeping
troops drew ire from China, Russia
and Pakistan, as well as the three
African nations currently on the
council: Somalia, Liberia and the
Democratic Republic of Congo.

However, the new cap will not
reduce the number of peacekeepers
currently deployed in South Sudan,
as the mission has already had to
downsize due to budget cuts.

According to UN figures, UN-
MISS had about 9,000 soldiers on
the ground at the end of March,
a sharp decrease from nearly
14,000 deployed a year ago.

“The contingency drawdown

has already affected the mission’s
functions in protecting civilians
and assisting in humanitarian
aid,” Chinese ambassador Sun Lei
said, adding that the UNMISS
should instead be “optimised and
strengthened” given recent de-
velopments in the country.

Russian deputy ambassador
Anna Evstigneeva for her part
said the peacekeeping mission
should have a “sufficient level of
resources” to “be ready for any
scenarios”.

The resolution passed Thurs-
day was the result of a pains-
taking compromise, diplomatic
sources told AFP, as the US,
which drafted the text, wanted
initially to reduce the maximum
number of troops to 7,000.

As a result, US ambassador
Mike Waltz expressed disap-

Ethiopia heads for one
of ‘least competitive’
elections on June1l

The national election authority has said
voting will not take place in Tigray, where
1mn people are still displaced from the civil
war, and the dominant regional party, the
Tigray People’s Liberation Front, remains at
odds with the government

AFP
Addis Ababa

thiopia holds a general elec-
Etion on June 1, with Prime

Minister Abiy Ahmed all
but guaranteed of victory despite
multiple armed conflicts and the
economic impact of the Middle
East war.

Who will win?

Abiy has been in power since
2018 and his Prosperity Party (PP)
won a landslide — 485 of the 502
contested seats — at the last gen-
eral election in 2021.

That ballot was partially dis-
rupted by the devastating civil
war between the central govern-
ment and the leaders of the Tigray
region that claimed an estimated
600,000 lives.

Abiy was initially feted for im-
proving civil liberties and earned
a Nobel Peace Prize for restoring
relations with Eritrea.

But his government has re-
turned to a familiar authoritarian-
ism, cracking down on opponents,
rights groups and journalists.

Abiy has focused on gradually
liberalising the heavily controlled
economy in the hope of attract-
ing investment and has projected
double-digit growth this year.

But Ethiopia’s heavy reliance
on oil imports means it has been
among the worst hit by Israeli-US
war against Iran.

That is unlikely to prevent an-
other landslide, and the ruling

party has barely bothered with
campaigning, policy announce-
ments or even slogans.

Abiy has not even confirmed he
is running, although few doubt he
will return to power.

“This election going to be
among the least competitive
since multi-party democracy was
introduced (in 1991),” Abel Abate
Demissie of the Chatham House
think tank told AFP.

What’s the security situ-
ation?

The most populous regions,
Oromia and Ambhara, are experi-
encing long-running insurgen-
cies and voting has already been
cancelled in 30 of Amhara’s 137
constituencies.

Ambhara militant group, the
Fano, warned voters in March
that it would consider anyone
participating in the election “as
complicit and fight against you”.

Despite the presence of some
500,000 federal soldiers and
30,000 police, “opportunities for
spoilers abound’} said the Wash-
ington-based Africa Center for
Strategic Studies in a recent report.

The national election authority

has said voting will not take place
in Tigray, where Imn people are
still displaced from the civil war,
and the dominant regional party,
the Tigray People’s Liberation
Front, remains at odds with the
government.

Is anyone else running?

There are 23 parties registered
for the election but most are close
to the PP.

“Many of the formidable op-
position are reluctant to engage
in elections. Some of them are in
the bush and others in exile,” said
Abel from Chatham House.

Ethiopia has never experienced
truly free elections. In 2015, for
instance, the ruling coalition won
all the seats.

The organisation is demand-
ing.

A budget of 10bn birr ($64mn)
hasbeen allocated to organise the
vote across some 49,000 polling
stations in a country that cov-
ers over 1.lmn sq km (425,000
square miles).

In any case, the result is “pret -
ty clear and it is likely (to be)
another landslide for the incum-
bent” said Abel.

pointment, though he voted for
the resolution, noting that it
was still “taking a serious step to
streamline UNMISS”.

“We spent considerable time
debating mandate language and
operational adjustments... when
the core problem is staring us
right in the face. The core prob-
lem is a host government that
actively undermines its commit-
ments to peace and the mission it
agreed to accept,” he added.

Since gaining independence in
2011, South Sudan has been the
site of several deadly conflicts.

Recent weeks have seen a re-
surgence in fighting between gov-
ernment forces loyal to President
Salva Kiir and opposition militias
supporting suspended vice presi-
dent Riek Machar, who was placed
under house arrest last year.

Tanzania shuts camp
housing thousands of
Burundi refugees

AFP
Nairobi

anzania has closed a
Tcamp housing thousands

of Burundian refugees
and repatriated all but a hand-
ful, activists and the UN said
yesterday.

Burundian refugees have com-
plained in recent months of being
forcibly evicted from the Nduta
camp in northwestern Tanzania,
following a deal between the gov-
ernments in Dar Es Salaam and
Bujumbura to repatriate around
100,000 of them by June.

As of late 2025, there were an
estimated 142,000 Burundian
refugees housed in two Tanza-
nian camps — Nduta and Nyaru-
gusu, according to the UN refu-
gee agency (UNHCR).

They had fled years of civil
war, political repression and en-
trenched poverty in their small
country in the Great Lakes region
of Africa.

“The approximately 3,000
refugees who remained in the
(Nduta) camp were forcibly
loaded onto vehicles to be sent
back to Burundi on Thursday,’
the Coalition for Human Rights/
Living in Refugee Camps (CDH/
VICAR) said.

“Only around 10 families re-
mained on site, awaiting transfer
to the Nyarugusu camp, where
198 families had already been
sent following a widely contested
selection process.”

Nyarugusu is scheduled to
close on June 30, according to
Tanzanian authorities.

CDH/VICAR said refugees in
Nduta had been subjected in re-
cent months to “increasingly co-
ercive measures”.

These included “restrictions
on freedom of movement, pres-
sure to register for repatriation,
the linking of humanitarian as-
sistance to registration for re-
turn, and the gradual demolition
of homes in the camp?} as well as
“night-time violence, intimida-
tion, arrests and enforced disap-
pearances’.

The NGO said these coercive
measures had “culminated in re-
cent days in a sudden surge in de-
partures, leading to the complete
closure of the camp”.

The charity also condemned
UNHCR for facilitating the Tan-
zanian government’s operations
instead of “fulfilling its mandate”
to protect the refugees.

A UNHCR spokesperson told
AFP the camp had been closed by
the Tanzanian government.

This move, they said, was in
line with an agreement on “the
voluntary repatriation of Burun-
dian refugees” between the UN
agency and the governments of
the two east African countries.

The UNHCR had “consist-
ently raised concerns with the
authorities whenever reports of
pressure or abuse emerged, re-
iterating clearly that all refugee
returns must be voluntary, safe
and dignified”, the spokesper-
son said.

A separate UNHCR official,
speaking anonymously, con-
firmed the repatriations but de-
clined to comment on accusa-
tions of coercion.

on Thursday. (Reuters)

Flintlock exercises in Ivory Coast

An lvorian parachutist jumps during the closing ceremony of the US-sponsored Flintlock exercises at
the site of the new French-backed international counter-terrorism academy, in Jacqueville, Ivory Coast,

Ugandans slam bill as mimicking
Russian ‘foreign agents’ law

AFP
Nairob

proposed Ugandan law has
Abeen fiercely criticised by
rights groups, journalists
and businesses for replicating

the language of “foreign agents”
used in a Russian law aimed at

silencing dissent.

The east African country has
been under the increasingly au-
thoritarian rule of President Yoweri

Museveni for 40 years.

The 81-year-old was re-elected
in January amid a days-long inter-
net shutdown and repression of the
opposition that forced his main op-

ponent, Bobi Wine, into hiding.

Critics say the new “Protection
of Sovereignty Bill” adds a new
weapon to be used against politi-
cal opponents.

It criminalises anything that
promotes the “interests of a for-
eigner against the interests of
Uganda” and allows anyone receiv-
ing money from abroad to be la-
belled a “foreign agent”

Those convicted face sentences
of up to 20 years in prison.

The bill even defines Ugandans
abroad as “foreigners” — a breach
of the constitution, rights groups
say — threatening thousands in
the diaspora who send funds back
to their families. The text is due
before parliament next week. It is
likely to be waved through given

the dominance of Museveni loyal-
ists, despite widespread criticism
from civil society and even mem-
bers of the ruling party.

“This bill has been opposed by
almost all segments of society;”
said Mwesigwa Rukutana, a former
deputy attorney general and fi-
nance minister.

“My adviceis... to do widespread
consultations to improve on it, to
make it less toxic — or better still,
shelve it} he added.

Human Rights Watch said it
“mimics” laws passed in Russia
and allied countries, using delib-
erately vague terms that can be ap-
plied to any campaigner deemed a
nuisance. “From Russia to Nica-
ragua, these laws are never about
protecting the people,” added Job
Kiija, deputy director of Innova-
tions for Democratic Engagement
and Action, a Ugandan think-tank.

Ghana cocoa buyers divert funds to purchase smuggled beans, regulator says

Reuters
Accra

hana’s cocoa regulator has
Gaccused some officials at

licensed buying companies
of using government funds to buy
cheap beans smuggled from the
Ivory Coast, depriving local growers
of income and threatening Ghana’s
reputation for quality cocoa.

Jake Kudjo Semahar, director of
special services at the Ghana Co-
coa Board (COCOBOD), told Reu-
ters the practice had spread across
four regions along the Ghana-Ivory
Coast border, marking a reversal
from earlier smuggling patterns,

when Ghanaian beans were traf-
ficked into Ivory Coast and Togo.

“We were fighting smuggling of
Ghana’s cocoa to Ivory Coast, now
the reverse is the situation and we
should be concerned” Semahar said.

The practice is driven by a wide
price gap. Ivory Coast is selling
cocoa at the equivalent of 1,200
cedis ($107.33) per 64kg bag,
compared with Ghana’s farmgate
price of 2,587 cedis.

Semahar said some officers and
clerks were exploiting the spread to
generate illicit profits.

The Licensed Cocoa Buyers
Association of Ghana distanced
member companies from direct
responsibility.

Central Region, Ghana. (Reuters/File Photo)

General Secretary Vitus Dzah told
Reuters no licensed buying compa-
ny would sanction such purchases,
blaming individual purchasing
clerks acting out of personal greed.

“They go to the extent of giving
money to middlemen who go in-
side Ivory Coast and buy the cocoa
for them,” he said, adding that LBCs
had suffered heavy losses from a
similar episode in the 2004/2005
season. The allegations deepen
concerns over a prolonged liquid-
ity crisis that has plagued Ghana’s
cocoa sector for months, leaving
farmers unpaid for beans delivered
since November 2025.

“Apart from denying farmers
their income, Ghana is effectively

subsidising producers in Ivory
Coast,” Semahar said, warning
that blending foreign beans with
Ghanaian supplies risked eroding
the premium quality status that
gives the country’s cocoa its global
market advantage.

COCOBOD’s  anti-smuggling
unit last week arrested four sus-
pects and impounded over 100 bags
of Ivorian cocoa in Nkrankwanta in
the Dormaa West District, an op-
eration Semahar described as the
start of a broader crackdown.

The board said it had opened in-
vestigations into the matter and
that sanctions would follow if in-
volvement by LBCs was confirmed
at the institutional level.
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Mexican governor hit with US drug charges under scrutiny

AFP
Mexico City

efore the US government
Baccused Mexican  politi-

cian Ruben Rocha Moya of
narcotrafficking ties this week, he
was linked to the capture of a no-
torious Mexican druglord in the
United States.

In July 2024, authorities in El
Paso, Texas, suddenly arrested Is-
mael “El Mayo” Zambada, long-
time leader of the Sinaloa cartel,
along with two sons of Joaquin “El
Chapo” Guzman, the co-cartel boss
who has been in prison in the United
States for almost a decade.

In a letter published from US
prison days later, E1 Mayo said he
was “kidnapped” and betrayed by
Guzman’s sons, alleging that they
had called for a meeting with Si-
naloa Governor Rocha Moya to
smooth over political problems in
the northwestern state.

But the plane carrying E1 Mayo
landed in El Paso in the United
States, instead of Sinaloa. His cap-
ture unleashed a war between fac-
tions of the notorious cartel that left
thousands dead or disappeared.

Rocha Moya quickly rejected
any ties to the drug trade, argu-
ing he was in the United States on
the day of the supposed meeting.
“We are not complicit with any-
one,” he said.

Then-president Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador, an ally of cur-
rent leader Claudia Sheinbaum,
defended Rocha Moya and chan-
neled his wrath towards the United
States, whose capture of E1 Mayo he
blamed for the subsequent war in
Sinaloa between rival factions.

“You can’t act that way,” Lopez
Obrador said in a press conference
at the time, attacking El Mayo’s
controversial capture.

Rocha Moya “is really close to
Lopez Obrador, he’s been friends
with him for decades, he cam-

Sinaloa governor Ruben Rocha. (Reuters)

paigned with him,” David Mora,

analyst for the International Crisis
Group think tank, told AFP.

On Wednesday, the US Jus-
tice Department unveiled charges
against Rocha Moya and nine other
current and former officials, ac-
cusing them of working primarily
with the faction of the Sinaloa cartel
tied to Guzman to traffic “massive

quantities” of narcotics to the US.
The US Attorney’s Office for the
Southern District of New York ac-
cuses Rocha Moya of receiving help
from “El Chapo’s” sons, known as
“Chapitos,” to become governor.
“In exchange, both before and
after he became governor, Rocha
Moya allegedly attended meet-
ings with the Chapitos, at which he

promised to protect the Chapitos as
they distributed massive quantities
of drugs to the United States,” the
indictment states.

The governor denied the drug
charges “categorically and abso-
lutely” in a statement on X.

The 76-year-old Rocha Moya
was born in Badiraguato, the Si-
naloan village where the Guzman
clan is from. A teacher by profes-
sion, he was consistently active in
left-leaning parties, balancing poli-
tics and academic pursuits.

He became a lawmaker at the
state level in the 1980s, the rec-
tor of the Autonomous Univer-
sity of Sinaloa in the 1990s, then a
senator allied with Lopez Obrador
in2018.

The former left-leaning presi-
dent was a crucial supporter of Ro-
chaMoya’s successful gubernatorial
campaign in 2021.

Politician Mario Zamora, who
ran against Rocha Moya in that
election, claimed after his loss that

US likely to raise tariffs on EU autos

Reuters
Washington

'[ ]‘S President Donald Trump said yes-
terday he would increase tariffs on
cars and trucks from the European

Union to 25%, saying the bloc had not com-

plied with its trade deal with Washington.

“Based on the fact the European Union
is not complying with our fully agreed to
Trade Deal, next week I will be increasing
Tariffs charged to the European Union for
Cars and Trucks coming into the US;” he
wrote in a social media post.

“It is fully understood and agreed that,
if they produce Cars and Trucks in USA.
Plants, there will be NO TARIFF”

Trump told reporters at the White House
the higher tariff would force European car
makers to move their factory production to
the US more quickly.

“We have a trade deal with the European
Union. They were not adhering to it. So I
raised the tariffs on cars and trucks to 25%,
that’s billions of dollars coming into the
US, and it forces them to move their factory
production much faster”

The Trump administration last year
imposed a 25% tariff on global automotive
imports under a national security trade
law. However, the US reached a deal with
the EU in August to lower those duties to a

Canada says it plans to host
new multilateral defence bank

as host country for the DSRB’s fu-

US President Donald Trump speaks with the media prior to departing from the South
Lawn of the White House in Washington, DC, yesterday. (AFP)

net 15%, inclusive of prior duties.
In exchange, the EU agreed to elimi-
nate duties on US industrial goods, in-

cluding autos, and accept US safety and ductions, the process is not expected to be

emissions standards on vehicles.
Although EU lawmakers advanced legis-
lation in March to implement the tariff re-

soccer

completed before June, as EU governments
and the European Parliament negotiate final
texts.

“President Trump’s behavior is unac-
ceptable” Bernd Lange, the chair of the
European Parliament’s international trade
committee, told Reuters.

“This latest move demonstrates just how
unreliable the US side is. We have already wit-
nessed these arbitrary attacks from the US in
the case of Greenland; this is no way to treat
close partners. Now we can only respond with
the utmost clarity and firmness, drawing on
the strength of our position,’ Lange said.

But a Trump administration official,
asked to explain Trump’s move, said: “The
EU has not complied with the autos deal af-
ter eight months.”

Shares of Ford Motor fell 2% after
Trump’s announcement, while those of
Stellantis were down 1.7%. General Motors
shares dropped 1.1%.

Ryan Majerus, a former senior US Com-
merce Department official who is now a
partner with King & Spalding, said the
president’s move also may be related to
Trump’s frustration that some European
countries had balked at supporting the US-
Israeli war against Iran.

“This is not going to sit well in the EU,
and I'm not sure the administration cares,
because they’re so incredibly antagonistic
toward the EU,” Majerus said.

federation

“We all had visas and were

London

anada is set to host a pro-
‘ posed multilateral defence

bank designed to help fund
the rearmament of nations fac-
ing heightened geopolitical risks,
Prime Minister Mark Carney said.
Carney spoke after the federal fi-
nance ministry said Canada had
been working in Montreal with al-
lies to agree on a founding charter
for the planned Defence, Secu-
rity and Resilience Bank. The other
countries were not identified.

The DSRB was proposed by
former NATO security advisers,
senior ex-military personnel and
bankers. It aims to be a triple-A
rated institution capable of raising
100 billion pounds ($135 billion) to
fund defence projects, particularly

PM Mark Carney. (Reuters)

in countries that struggle to access
cheaper finance. “Participating
countries unanimously supported
that, once ratified, Canada, which
hosted the negotiations, will serve

ture headquarters,” the country’s
finance ministry said.

Canada has been the project’s
most high-profile backer. Howev-
er, the initiative has also faced set-
backs, with Britain and Germany
distancing themselves.

“It’s the first step; there’s more
to be done. This will unfold over
certainly months, and I would say
over quarters, in terms of process
to move forward, but it’s a very
welcome development,” Carney
told reporters in Oakville, On-
tario, saying more nations might
become members. Britain has
separately championed its own
multilateral finance initiative
with the Netherlands and Finland
to help drum up private finance to
procure weapons, munitions and
military equipment.

ranian
Ipresident Mehdi Taj said Ca-
nadian officials cleared him

to enter the country for the FIFA
Congress, but Iran’s delegation
chose to turn back after being
held for three hours and ques-
tioned at a Toronto airport, Ira-
nian media reported yesterday.

Taj, a former member of Iran’s
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC), said he was ques-
tioned by Canadian immigration
about his ties to the group, but
was ultimately allowed into the
country for the pre-World Cup
gathering in Vancouver.

Canadian authorities have said
members of the IRGC are prohib-
ited from entering the country,
which is set to co-host the World
Cup from June along with the
United States and Mexico.

even checked in Turkey. They
told us they had questions for you
and asked if we were members of
the IRGC Iran’s semi-official
news agency Tasnim quoted Taj
as saying. “We told them that
there are 90 million IRGC mem-
bers in Iran. They said that we
don’t allow people from this or-
ganisation in. They said that it
is the laws of our country. After
a while, they said you can enter
but we decided to return. They
didn’t deport us and we decided
to return ourselves... I told the
Canadians that you kept us at the
airport for three hours, you made
us wait for nothing.”

Reuters has contacted Immi-
gration, Refugees and Citizen-
ship Canada, which issues visas to
travel to the country, for comment.

organized crime had influenced
the voting. There was “very clear
interference, documented with
all the evidence, where organized
crime forcefully supported a politi-
cal project” Zamora told Mexican
media on Thursday.

The criminals “became owners of
a state,” the current congressional
deputy said.

The analyst Mora stressed that
Rocha Moya’s closeness with Lopez
Obrador leaves Sheinbaum in a
“very complex” position that may
be her “most difficult” moment in
19 months as president.

US President Donald Trump has
been pressuring Mexico to crack
down on narcotrafficking, and
Mexico, Canada and the United
States are renegotiating a trilateral
trade agreement that Trump has
fiercely criticised.

“They are making Sheinbaum
choose between her party and
Trump, and the costs are high in
both cases,” Mora said.

David Rivera
convicted of
secretly lobbying
for Venezuela

Former US Congressman David
Rivera was found guilty yesterday
of illegally lobbying US officials

to ease pressure on ousted
Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro’s government. Rivera’s
conviction came after a six-week
trial in federal court in Miami,
which featured testimony from US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio.
Rivera, a Republican who
represented southern Florida in the
US House of Representatives from
2011 to 2013, pleaded not guilty.
Prosecutors said Rivera lobbied US
officials on behalf of Venezuela’s
government in 2017 without
registering as a foreign lobbyist

as required by the Foreign Agents
Registration Act. And he was paid
$20 million by the US subsidiary

of a Venezuelan state-owned
company. Rivera’s lawyers argued
he was working to help Venezuela’s
opposition remove Maduro from
power, not benefit his government.
Rubio testified that Rivera did not
tell him that he had a contract with
oil refiner Citgo, a US subsidiary
of Venezuelan state oil company
Petroleos de Venezuela, when he
took a meeting with Rivera about
Venezuela in 2017. Rubio was a US
senator at the time.

Iran sport official says he was allowed
to enter Canada but chose to turn back

Taj said FIFA president Gianni
Infantino had offered to send a
jet to take the Iranian delegation
to Canada after they returned to
Turkey, but they refused. “I told
the FIFA secretary general (Mat-
tias Grafstrom) that you are in-
timidated by America and that
you say ‘yes sir’ to whatever they
say,” he said.

Infantino insisted on Thursday
that Iran would play World Cup
matches in the US, despite ten-
sions between the two countries.
FIFA earlier rejected Tehran’s re-
quest for alternative venues for
matches on US soil.

“We need to hold a meeting with
FIFA officials to ensure that if we
are to come to the World Cup, there
should be no side issues and con-
troversies for our team,’ Taj said.
(Reuters)

Trump gives Spirit final rescue proposal as airline prepares possible shutdown

|

A Spirit Airlines flight arrives at Fort Lauderdale - Hollywood International Airport, in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
(Reuters/File Photo)

Reuters
Washington

resident Donald Trump said
Pyesterday the White House

had given Spirit Airlines
and its creditors a final proposal to
try to rescue the bankrupt airline,
even as the budget carrier makes
preparations to shut down if no
deal is reached.

“We're looking at Spirit. If we
can help them, we will, but we
have to come first,” Trump told re-
porters. “If we could do it, we’d do
it, but only if it’s a good deal ”

Trump added he expected an
announcement later yesterday.

Two people familiar with the
matter confirmed a Wall Street
Journal report that Spirit is pre-
paring to cease operations after
hitting an impasse in talks with
some creditors on a $500 million
government bailout plan.

The White House has reached
out to other airlines to discuss how
to accommodate people who have

Spirit tickets and could be strand-
ed if the airline stops operating.
United Airlines said it was prepar-

ing to support Spirit customers if
the rival shuts down.

Trump said last month his ad-

ministration was looking to buy
the embattled carrier at the “right
price”

Sources later said the adminis-

tration had proposed $500 million
in financing in exchange for war-
rants equivalent to 90% of Spirit’s

equity.
There had been disagreements

inside the Trump administration

over whether and how to fund the

bailout, the Journal report said,

citing people familiar with the

matter.

Not all Spirit bondholders were
on board with the deal, the report
added.

A rescue hearing scheduled for

Thursday did not take place after
talks over the terms of the govern-
ment bailout continued.

A company spokesperson de-
clined to comment on ongoing

discussions, adding, “Spirit is
operating as usual” The carrier’s
demise would mark the industry’s
first casualty linked to the Iran
war.

Spirit’s volatile stock was down
25% yesterday.

Shares of rival Frontier Airlines
rose 10%, while JetBlue Airways
gained 7% following the Journal
report. Spirit had earlier reached
a deal with its lenders that would
have helped it emerge from its sec-
ond bankruptcy by late spring or
early summer.

Those plans were derailed af-
ter the war triggered a spike in jet
fuel prices, upending Spirit’s cost
projections and complicating its
bankruptcy exit.

The carrier built its turnaround
plan on jet fuel costs averaging
about $2.24 per gallon in 2026 and
$2.14 in 2027, according to March
disclosures.

By the end of April, prices had
climbed to around $4.51 a gallon,
double the level assumed in its
projections.
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Pentagon signs classified
Al deals with tech giants

AFP
Washington

he Pentagon on Friday an-
Tnounced agreements with

seven leading artificial in-
telligence companies to deploy
their technology on classified mil-
itary networks, a move that point-
edly excludes Anthropic amid its
ongoing dispute with the Defense
Department.

SpaceX, OpenAl, Google, Nvid-
ia, Reflection, Microsoft and Ama-
zon Web Services will be integrat -
ed into the Defense Department’s
most sensitive classified systems,
used for mission planning, weap-
ons targeting and other purposes,
according to a statement.

The statement did not mention
Anthropic, which is caught up
in a fight with the Pentagon over
guardrails governing how the mili-
tary could use its A tools.

The US military currently uses
Anthropic’s Al but is weaning it-
self from it after the company
objected to its technology being
used for mass domestic surveil-
lance or to directly control lethal

autonomous weapons. The Pen-
tagon subsequently labeled the AI
startup a supply-chain risk earlier
this year, barring its use by the US
military and its contractors.

In February, Trump instructed
the government to “immediately
cease” using Anthropic’s tech-
nology — a designation typically
reserved for organizations from
unfriendly foreign countries.

“What we've learned...is that
it’s irresponsible to be reliant on
any one partner,” Emil Michael,
the Pentagon’s de facto chief tech-

nology officer, told CNBC.

Michael added that the deals in-
cluded a mix of closed and open-
source models, with a source fa-
miliar with the matter telling AFP
that the latter would be provided
by Nvidia and Al firm Reflection.

Open-source models, which
can be run without ongoing li-
censing fees or vendor access,
offer the Pentagon greater opera-
tional flexibility and reduce de-
pendence on any single commer-
cial provider.

Anthropic’s AI model, Claude,

Cuba’s Raul Castro
march

Reuters
Havana

inety-four-year-old
Nformer leader Raul Castro

joined thousands of Cu-
bans in an International Workers’
Day march yesterday that passed
through the capital of Havana's
waterfront and by the US embassy
as tensions between the nations
reach near-unprecedented levels.

Washington has repeatedly sug-
gested that it could take military
action against the communist-run
Caribbean island and since Janu-
ary has imposed an oil blockade,
forcing authorities to ration key
services and the UN to warn of a
humanitarian crisis.

Castro, the brother of Fidel Cas-
tro who handed over the presi-
dency in 2018, was presented with
a book containing over 6 million
Cuban signatures - nearly two-
thirds of the population - dem-
onstrating popular will to defend
the country from a possible direct
military attack from the U.S.

“Today Cuba demonstrated
once again that this people does
not give up, and that we will
defend our homeland tooth and
nail, even though we want peace,”
said Milagros Morales, 34, a
Havana resident who took part in
the march.

This year’s march was some-
what scaled back, with the gov-
ernment unable to provide the
transportation and special routes
it typically organizes due to the US
oil blockade, but authorities still
counted over half a million people
in Havana.

While delegations from the US
and Cuba engaged in talks on the
Caribbean island this month as
the US pushes Cuba to reform its

joins May Day

il

Cuba’s former President Raul Castro and Cuba’s President Miguel

Diaz-Canel arrive for a May Day rally in Havana. (Reuters)

Trump expands US sanctions on Cuban government

President Donald Trump
yesterday signed an executive
order broadening US sanctions
against the Cuban government,
two White House officials said, as
he seeks to put more pressure on
Havana after ousting Venezuela’s
leader from power.

The fresh sanctions target people,
entities and affiliates that support
the Cuban government’s security
apparatus or are complicit in
corruption or serious human
rights violations, the officials
said, as well as agents, officials or

supporters of the government.
The order authorises secondary
sanctions for conducting or
facilitating transactions with
those targeted under the order.
The order contained a warning
that the Cuban government

has aligned itself with Iran and
militant groups like Hezbollah.
“Cuba provides a permissive
environment for hostile foreign
intelligence, military, and terrorist
operations less than 100 miles
from the American homeland,”
one official said. (Reuters)

economy, an agreement has yet to
be announced.

Castro’s son Alejandro Castro,
and his grandson Raul Rodriguez
have been in talks with US offi-
cials, according to several media
reports, suggesting the prominent
role the family still plays politi-

cally despite Castro’s retirement.
Castro appeared tired during the
march, where he walked in military
uniform accompanied by Presi-
dent Miguel Diaz-Canel and other
officials waving flags under the hot
Caribbean sun, and had to sit down
suddenly during the ceremony.

— which is not open source —
had been the only one authorised
for use in classified military op-
erations and remains in use. The
company is now fighting the Pen-
tagon punitive measures in court.

Tensions had shown signs
of easing ahead of Friday’s an-
nouncement. Trump said last
week he thought the administra-
tion would get along with An-
thropic “just fine” after CEO
Dario Amodei visited the White
House for talks that a spokesper-
son described as “productive and
constructive”

Yesterday’s announcement
framed the deals with Anthropic’s
rivals as central to the Trump ad-
ministration’s push to build what
it called an “AI-first fighting force”

The integrations would
“streamline data synthesis, el-
evate situational understanding,
and augment warfighter decision-
making,” it said.

The Pentagon said its GenAlI mil
platform — described as its official
Alsystem — had already been used
by more than 1.3 million depart-
ment personnel, generating tens of
millions of prompts and deploying

hundreds of thousands of agents
in five months.

More than 600 Google em-
ployees demanded Monday that
the company reject the Pentagon
deal. In 2018, an employee move-
ment successfully pushed Google
to abandon Project Maven, a Pen-
tagon program to integrate Al into
drone operations.

In recent years the company
has embarked on a strategy shift,
steadily rebuilding its military
business and competing with ri-
vals for defense contracts.

Project Maven is now led by AI
firm Palantir and has since evolved
into an Al-assisted targeting and
battlefield management system
that has vastly accelerated the kill
chain — the process from initial
detection to destruction.

During Operation Epic Fury
against Iran, Maven reportedly
enabled the processing of more
than 1,000 targets within the first
24 hours.

An AWS spokesperson said the
company was committed to sup-
porting the military and looked
forward to helping the Defense
Department modernise with AI.

US targets
Chinese oil
terminal
in new Iran
sanctions

e United States yesterday

I imposed sanctions on a Chi-

nese oil terminal as part of a
slew of new measures on Iran, as it
warned of repercussions for ships
paying “tolls” demanded by Tehran.
The new measures come amid a
standstill in diplomacy after Trump
halted US-Israeli attacks against
Iran, and were announced just two
weeks before Trump visits China, a
key customer for Iran’s oil.

The United States since Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s first term
has unilaterally sought to stop all
other countries from buying oil
from Iran.

The State Department said the
United States was imposing sanc-
tions on Qingdao Haiye Oil Ter-
minal Co Ltd, which it said has
imported “tens of millions of bar-
rels” of Iranian crude oil, helping
Iran generate billions of dollars.

“So long as Iran attempts to
generate oil revenues to fund its
destabilising activities, the United
States will hold both Iran and all
its sanctions-evading partners
accountable,” the State Department
said in a statement. The sanctions
will criminalise any transactions in-
volving the US through the terminal
operator. (AFP)

Venezuela’s oil exports jump to highest

since 2018, with major sales to US, India

|———————— v—
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‘ 7‘enezuela’s oil exports rose
14% to 1.23 mn barrels per
day in April, the highest in

more than seven years, fueled by

more sales to the United States,

India and Europe, shipping data

and documents from state com-

pany PDVSA showed yesterday.

The South American country
has been draining oil invento-
ries and recovering crude output
in recent months following the
US capture of President Nico-
las Maduro in January, which led
to a flagship supply pact between
the governments of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Ven-
ezuela’s interim President Delcy
Rodriguez.

The agreement, coupled with
US licences easing sanctions on
the country this year, has allowed
PDVSA’s joint-venture partners
and trading houses including
Vitol and Trafigura to receive
cargoes from the state firm for
sales to refiners in the US, Europe
and Asia.

In April, a total of 66 vessels
departed from Venezuelan wa-

ters, compared with 61 ships that
carried 1.08 mn bpd of crude and
refined products in March, ac-
cording to the data, based on
tanker movements.

The April average is the high-
est monthly volume since late
2018, before US sanctions were
imposed on Venezuela’s energy
industry.

The main destination of Ven-
ezuela’s oil last month was the
US. with some 445,000 bpd
directly exported, above the
363,000 bpd of March. Exports
to India rose to 374,000 bpd
from 342,000 bpd the previous
month, while shipments to Eu-
rope increased to some 165,000
bpd from 144,000 bpd.

Some 187,000 bpd of Venezue-
lan crude and fuel went to storage
terminals in the Caribbean for
further sales.

The trading firms carried about
56% of total exports or 691,000
bpd, while US company Chev-
ron was responsible for 25% or
308,000 bpd, an increase from
267,000 bpd in March.

Vehicles sit parked at fuel pumps as regular gasoline prices above $6 per gallon and diesel prices above $7
per gallon are displayed outside a Mobil gas station in Redondo Beach, California on Thursday. (AFP)

Indian refiner Reliance Indus-
tries received a large crude cargo
directly from PDVSA and bought
several from the traders last
month, the data showed.

Under the supply pact, Ven-
ezuela’s oil exports have gained
diversity while reaching more
customers over recent months,
a shift from limitations imposed
by previous sanctions. The U.S.
continues controlling the OPEC
country’s sale proceeds through
Treasury Department-super-
vised accounts.

Sales to Reliance are set to
continue growing this month,
with at least three supertank-
ers chartered by the Indian firm
waiting to load at Venezuela’s
ports, according to LSEG ship
monitoring data.

Venezuela also  exported
360,000 metric tons of oil by-
products and petrochemicals in
April, slightly below the 382,000
tons of the previous month; and
imported some 141,000 bpd of
naphtha versus 155,000 bpd in
March. (Reuters)

Blockbuster EU-Mercosur trade deal enters into force

AFP
Brussels

he European Union’s mam-
moth trade deal with South
American bloc Mercosur
provisionally enters into force yes-
terday, despite a pending court rul-
ing on its legality. The agreement
to create one of the world’s big-
gest free-trade zones was sealed in
January after more than 25 years of
intermittent negotiations.
Together, the EU and Mercosur
account for 30% of global GDP and
more than 700 mn consumers.
The deal, which eliminates tar-
iffs on more than 90% of trade
between the two sides, has proven
divisive in Europe. France has led
opposition over concerns some of
its farmers will be left worse off.
But — backed by a majority of
EU countries — Brussels ploughed
ahead as it pushes to diversify
trade in the face of challenges from
the US and China.

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen arrives to give a speech on at the European Parliament
in Strasbourg, eastern France, on Wednesday. (AFP)

European Commission chief Ur-
sula von der Leyen yesterday hailed
the start of the deal’s implementa-
tion, stating on X: “Provisional
application will show the agree-
ment’s tangible benefits.” She said

that “as of now... tariffs start fall-
ing” and European companies “are
gaining access to new markets”.
The agreement favours Euro-
pean exports of cars, wine and
cheese, while making it easier for

South American beef, poultry,
sugar, rice, honey and soybeans to
enter Europe.

Von der Leyen and Antonio Cos-
ta, the president of the European
Council, held a video call to mark

the occasion with Mercosur leaders,
which include Argentina and Brazil.

Afterwards, Costa said the
agreement was “more than a trade
deal” but “a partnership that re-
flects our shared vision of the
world” “A resilient multilateral
system rests on win-win agree-
ments like this, grounded on
rules, values and shared inter-
ests,” he wrote on X.

Von der Leyen said that “legiti-
mate” sensitivities in the EU had
been addressed while trade com-
missioner Maros Sefcovic called
it “a big day for EU trade” “It’s a
chance for growth and stronger
ties with important global part-
ners,” he wrote on X.

The application of the deal
comes after the European Parlia-
ment referred it to the EU’s top
court in January, instead of giving
it the green light. France unsuc-
cessfully attempted to block the
deal over worries for its farmers,
who fear being undercut by cheap-
er goods from agricultural power-

house Brazil and its neighbours.

The staunch French opposition
to the pact caused a public rift with
export-dependent Germany, pit-
ting the EU’s two biggest coun-
tries against each other. French
left-wing MEP Manon Aubry told
AFP it was a “dark day” Euro-
pean farmers “will be facing un-
fair competition from hundreds of
thousands of tonnes of agricultural
products that will flood the Euro-
pean market”, she said.

Health and environmental
standards would not be as high,
Aubry added. In the run-up to the
signing of the deal, farmers in trac-
tors, with smoke flares and flags,
turned out in force on the streets of
Brussels and Strasbourg, to voice
their opposition.

But German Foreign Minister
Johann Wadephul yesterday is-
sued his own social media post
hailing the Mercosur deal’s im-
plementation.

“This strengthens our resilience
& rules-based trade,” he said on X.
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UN troubled by rejected appeal of Cambodian opposition leader

AFP
Geneva

'I|he UN rights chief said yes-
terday he was “deeply con-
cerned” by a Cambodian
court rejecting the appeal of de-
tained opposition leader Kem Sokha
against his nearly three-decade
sentence for treason.

The 72-year-old politician was
convicted for trying to topple the
government of long-ruling former
prime minister Hun Sen, who is

the father of the current leader
and remains an influential figure
in national politics.

Kem Sokha was sentenced in
2023 to 27 years in prison for trea-
son but was ordered to serve the
time under house arrest in the
capital Phnom Penh.

Volker Turk, the United Na-
tions’ high commissioner for hu-
man rights, said he we “deeply
concerned by the upholding of the
conviction” by the Phnom Penh ap-
peals court on Thursday.

The co-founder of the dis-

Train hits car in Indonesia,
killing four people: police

A train hit a car in Indonesia
yesterday, killing four people
including two children, police said,
days after another deadly train
crash outside the capital Jakarta.
The driver of the car involved in the
collision in Central Java province
did not see the oncoming trainon a
level crossing due to thick fog, local
traffic officer Eko Ari Kisworo said in
a statement issued by the police.
The train then collided with the car,
which carried nine people and was
flung about 20 metres (66 feet)
before hitting a pole and flipping
into arice field, Eko said.

Four passengers, including a two-
year-old girl and another who was
10, were killed, while the driver and
the remaining passengers were
injured, the officer added.

The accident came just days after
a long-distance train slammed
into a commuter train near the
Bekasi Timur station in West Java
on Monday, killing 16 women and
injuring at least 90 people.
President Prabowo Subianto has
blamed that incident on unsafe
level crossings and ordered a
countrywide upgrade with guard
posts or flyovers. (AFP)

Indonesia to cut ride-hailing
companies’ commission to 8%

Indonesia will cut the caps on the
commissions that ride-hailing
companies take from drivers

for each trip to 8% from 20%,
President Prabowo Subianto said
yesterday in Jakarta.

Prabowo said he signed a
presidential regulation which was
the basis for the new maximum
commission cap that ride-hailing
firms could take from their driver
partners.

“The revenue share for drivers

has been increased from 80% to a
minimum of 92%,” he said during a
speech. Prabowo did not say when
the regulation would take effect.
Aside from the lower commission

cap, the regulation will also
require ride-hailing firms to
provide accident and health
insurance, Prabowo said.

“It’s just not right that you're
(drivers) the one sweating

while they’re (the platforms)

the ones making the money,”
Prabowo added. In January,
Reuters exclusively reported on
the planned regulation that will
threaten the profitability of ride-
hailing platforms in their largest
market in Southeast Asia.

The rule will affect ride-hailing
firms such as Indonesian tech firm
GoTo and Singapore-based rival
Grab. (Reuters)

Nepal of Javain Indonesia

This aerial photograph shows colourful houses in Butuh village,
popularly known as Nepal Van Java, or Nepal of Java, for its
resemblance to hillside villages in Nepal, on the slopes of Mount
Sumbing in Magelang, Central Java, Indonesia. (AFP)

solved opposition Cambodia Na-
tional Rescue Party, Kem Sokha
has repeatedly denied the charge
since his 2017 arrest in connec-
tion with a speech he gave in Aus-
tralia four years earlier.

Rights groups have long ac-
cused Cambodian authorities of
using legal cases as a tactic to si-
lence opposition voices and legiti-
mate political dissent.

Turk also voiced concerns about
the convictions of 33 other oppo-
sition activists, human rights de-
fenders and social media users, in

a separate case on Wednesday.
The Phnom Penh first instance
court imposed sentences ranging
from 18 months suspended to two
years in prison, Turk’s OHCHR of-
fice said, on charges of “incitement
to cause social chaos” over public
comments they made in 2024 about
the Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam De-
velopment Triangle Area project.
“These convictions and sen-
tences are clearly inconsistent
with international human rights
law and risk further deepening
the already-considerable chilling

effects of broad, vaguely-worded
criminal laws and their arbitrary
enforcement on civil society, jour-
nalists and the broader population
in Cambodia,” OHCHR spokesman
Jeremy Laurence said.

“Kem Sokha and the other 33 in-
dividuals were all exercising their
rights to freedom of expression.
Their trials also raise concerns
about violations of due process and
fair trial rights,” he told a press con-
ference in Geneva.

Turk urged Cambodia to ensure
that legitimate criticism and ex-

pression are protected rather than
criminalised, to safeguard -civic
space, to guarantee the independ-
ence of the judiciary and uphold fair
trial guarantees.

“The authorities should prompt -
ly quash these latest convictions
and sentences, and unconditionally
release Kem Sokha and all others
arbitrarily detained for exercising
their rights,” said Laurence.

Laurence said OHCHR had con-
sistently raised concerns with the
Cambodian authorities “on general
repression”

House arrest sparks little hope

Yangon

t the leafy villa where My-
Aanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi

had spent years locked up,
there were no signs yesterday it
would become a renewed site of
political pilgrimage as it did dur-
ing her previous house arrest.

While her shift to private de-
tention appeared to be a rare con-
cession by the authorities that
have detained the deposed leader
since a 2021 coup, supporters fear
that any contact with the public
would be severely restricted.

The Yangon lakeside mansion
where Suu Kyi had been siloed
under military detention, includ-
ing when she was awarded the
1991 Nobel Peace Prize for pro-
democracy activism, was under
its usual security lockdown.

Barbed-wire traffic barricades
remained in place next to a po-
lice post — but with no signifi-
cant buildup that would suggest
the villa would host her after the
transfer to house arrest was an-
nounced Thursday.

“I welcome her release from
prison to house arrest. I want her
to be free, and I want our country to
thrive and prosper;’ said a 65-year-
old Yangon housewife, speaking
anonymously for security reasons.

“Ialso want to see concrete evi-
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Myanmar oppition Ieadr Aung n Suu Kyi greets suppoters. (AFP/

File photo)

dence that aunty is alive and well,
both for the people of our country
and the world,” she added, using
an affectionate term for Suu Kyi.

Suu Kyi has been detained since
the 2021 coup ousted her adminis-
tration, triggering a ruinous civil
war and a crackdown on dissent.

In earlier years of activism she de-
fied house arrest in Yangon to rally
supporters with speeches over the
boundary wall, building momentum
for a decade-long experiment with
democracy she was tolead.

But there were no signals yes-
terday that her family mansion
would again draw crowds of fol-
lowers, with only a single gar-
dener there watering the roadside
lawn out front.

A member of Suu Kyi’s dissolved

National League for Democracy
party said she would likely be
kept in the capital Naypyidaw, a
sprawling garrison city of high
walls and secretive compounds.

A security source, speaking on
condition of anonymity because
he was not authorised to share in-
formation, said the 80-year-old
would stay at a property inside a
military perimeter.

Min Aung Hlaing — who oust-
ed Suu Kyi as military chief and
oversaw prosecution on charges
rights groups deride as bogus —
made a personal order Suu Kyi
serve her remaining term at a
“designated residence”.

It did not say where that will
be, nor how much remains of her
sentence.

Last month Min Aung Hlaing
took over as civilian president
after an election excluding Suu
Kyi’s party, claiming the coun-
try had entered a new chapter
and rolling back some post-coup
crackdown measures.

Pro-democracy rebel Bo
Thanmani, who disrobed from
the monkhood to fight military
rule in the northern region of Sa-
gaing, called Suu Kyi’s house ar-
rest “a good move”.

“We don’t want to thank the
regime, this was an unfair arrest,”
he said.

But this could be the start of
a “step-by-step” reconciliation
process between sides estranged
by the coup, he added.

Suu Kyi’s family, activists and
some analysts, however, dismiss
the election and Min Aung Hla-
ing’s touted concessions as a
propaganda ploy to rebrand and
therefore legitimise his rule.

The real test of her freedom,
they say, will be whether she will
be allowed to commune again
with Myanmar’s citizens — and
whether they will again feel safe
to openly support her.

“I don’'t see any political
changes by moving to house ar-
rest,” said one Yangon doctor,
speaking anonymously out of se-
curity concerns. “I am still wor-
ried,” they said. “I hope to return
to a better situation”

Chinaslams USregulator’s move tobanlabs from electronic testing

AFP
Beijing

hina yesterday slammed a
proposal from a US regula-

tor that would bar its labs
from testing electronic devices
for use in the US, saying it under-
mined bilateral trade relations.
The Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) voted on Thurs-
day to advance the proposal which,
if green-lit, would hit devices rang-

ing from smartphones to cameras.
Around 75% of certified devices in
the US are tested in recognised labs
in China, the FCC estimates.
China’s commerce ministry said
yesterday the restrictions would
“seriously undermine the interna-
tional economic and trade order”
vowing to hit back if implemented.
“If the US insists on going down
the wrong path, China will reso-
lutely take necessary measures to
firmly safeguard the legitimate
rights and interests of Chinese en-

terprises,’ it said in a statement.

It accused the FCC of repeat-
edly introducing restrictive
measures towards Chinese prod-
ucts and companies.

“These... undermine the hard-
won stability in China-US eco-
nomic and trade relations, run
counter to the consensus reached
by the two heads of state;” the
statement added. The proposal,
which the FCC says aimed to “pri-
oritise national security”} comes
a year after the agency adopted

rules to ban test labs “owned or
controlled by foreign adversaries”.

The measure bans recognition of
test labs and certification bodies in
countries that do not have a mutual
recognition agreement with the
US, or other comparable reciprocal
trade agreement, the FCC said.

China does not have such a pact
with the FCC, according to its web-
site. If approved, products tested
and certified in such labs would be
phased out over two years after fi-
nal rules are implemented.

Chinaurges US to preserve ‘stability’ in ties, warns Taiwan s ‘risk point’

China’s foreign minister on
Thursday urged the US to maintain
“stability” between the two powers
and warned that Taiwan posed

the biggest risk, weeks before
President Donald Trump visits
Beijing.

In a call with US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, Foreign Minister
Wang Yi said that Beijing and
Washington should “safeguard the
hard-won stability” in China-US
relations, China’s foreign ministry
said.

The talks also discussed the Middle

East, where China has been a key
partner of Tehran but has largely
kept its distance after Trump joined
Israel in attacking Iran, sending
global oil prices spiralling.

A State Department official
confirmed the phone call and said it
was to arrange Trump’s trip but did
not give further details.

Trump is scheduled to visit China
on May 14-15 to see President

Xi Jinping — the Republican
billionaire’s first trip to the rival
power since returning to the White
House in January 2025.

Manila landfill fire leaves locals gasping

AFP
Obando, Philippines

Delos Reyes has been hand-

ing out N95 masks for nearly
three weeks to protect passengers
against the smoke that a landfill fire
has sent billowing above a stretch of
Manila Bay.

The fire at Metro Manila’s Na-
votas landfill is largely invisible to
the naked eye, combusting as deep
as 15m (50 feet) below the surface
and releasing a toxic brew of meth-
ane as well as carbon dioxide.

Nearly 500 people who lived
on islands near the site have been
evacuated to the town centre of
Obando municipality, about 2.5km
(1.6 miles) away, but it is not nearly
far enough to escape the smoke.

“Honestly, sometimes the smell
is so strong that it can still seep
through the N95 masks. It hurts our

Fih'pino ferry dispatcher Dave

throat and heads,” Delos Reyes told
visiting AFP reporters on Thursday.

At its peak, smoke from the un-
derground fire was affecting air
quality across Metro Manila, where
an “acutely unhealthy” reading was
recorded in multiple areas, accord-
ing to alocal monitor.

Those numbers are finally re-
turning to normal, the Philippine
Space Agency’s Ernest Macalalad
told AFP, the result of around-
the-clock efforts to snuff out the
fire by covering it with tons of soil,
depriving it of oxygen.

But in Obando, residents and
evacuees alike said the smoke was
still impacting their health and
livelihoods.

AFP journalists who travelled to
the landfill site by boat saw billows
of thick, gray smoke completely en-
veloping houses on Salambao — one
of the islands from which people
were evacuated.

“The smoke from the landfill

comes and goes. We can feel it for
around 20 minutes, then it will be
gone,” said Monica Verses, who
sells candy and drinks from the
open window of her tiny conven-
ience store.

“Every time the smoke reaches
my store, my chest tightens, and I
cough alot;” the 62-year-old said.

The US government’s disaster
agency has linked emissions from
landfill fires to cancer, liver damage,
rashes and reproductive disorders.

Multiple residents told AFP the
smoke from the landfill, which
stopped receiving trash last August,
only gets thicker at night.

Fires like the one at Navotas pose
a different set of challenges from
aboveground blazes, said Superin-
tendent Anthony Arroyo, a spokes-
man for Manila’s fire bureau.

“It’s not a typical fire with
surface combustion or a blaze...
there’s layers of rubbish in a
mountainous area, and below

that... methane gas,” he said.

Fires that start below the surface
often begin spontaneously, as or-
ganic matter decomposes and cre-
ates heat, fuelled by oxygen that
sneaks in through the cracks.

Flooding the area with water had
not been considered, as it risked
compromising the liner that pre-
vents chemicals from leaking into
the ground below, Arroyo said.

Instead, firefighters and public
works employees were covering the
site inch by inch with soil dredged
from a nearby site.

“The soil itself absorbs heat. At
the same time, it serves as a smoth-
ering method, removing the oxygen
from the subsurface fire”

While about 50% of the affected
area has now been covered, work
has been slow-going, Arroyo added,
with heavy equipment unable to be
used in some parts of the landfill
due to its sloping walls of refuse.

For evacuees like Ramon Adino,

During Trump’s first year back in
office, Washington and Beijing
clashed over trade and tariffs until a
truce was declared in October, when
Trump and Xi met in South Korea.
“Both sides should safeguard the
hard-won stability, prepare well for
key high-level interactions, expand
areas of cooperation” and manage
their differences, Wang told Rubio,
according to a readout from the
Chinese foreign ministry.

While ties have “generally remained
stable” under Trump and Xi, Wang
“emphasised that the Taiwan issue

concerns China’s core interests and
is the biggest risk point in China-US
relations”, it said.

Beijing claims Taiwan as part of

its territory awaiting reunification
and is sharply critical of US military
assistance to the self-ruled island
and its support of Taipei on the
international stage.

“The US must honour its
commitments and make the right
choices, opening new perspectives
for bilateral cooperation and do

its part to promote world peace,”
Wang said. (AFP)

Fishermen sail past grey sok billo

nearby Navotas City as seen from Obando town, Bulacan province,

onThursday. (AFP)

68, whoisliving in a cramped school
classroom with 12 other families, a
return to “normal life” is now just a
matter of waiting.

“I'm slightly better now, but I'm
still struggling to breathe normal-
ly... It’s like I'm always catching my
breath,” he said, adding he hoped the

fire would “be extinguished soon”

Food vendor Marissa Gusi, 62,
said that while living conditions at
the evacuation site were difficult,
she planned to prioritise her health.

“T’d rather stay here indefinitely
than lose my life because of that
smoke;” she said.
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India raises cooking gas, jet fuel prices

AFP
New Delhi

of commercial liquefied pe-

troleum gas and jet fuel for
international airlines, according
to a state-run energy firm, as sup-
ply pressures from the Iran war
mount.

The South Asian nation is heav-
ily dependent on imported energy,
including for roughly 60% of its
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), the
fuel used for cooking by a vast sec-
tion of its population, the largest in
the world.

As imports have been disrupted
since the Middle East war began
in late February, New Delhi has
moved to ensure households and
essential sectors remain adequate-
ly supplied, leaving many restau-
rants, manufacturers and power
plants in the lurch.

The government has maintained
India faces no overall fuel shortage.

“Prices of bulk and commercial
LPG cylinders have been revised,”
the state-run Indian Oil Corp Lim-
ited (IOCL), the country’s leading

India raised yesterday the prices

Pople arriving with empty LPG cIinders for refilling, in a viIIae o the

A

outskirts of Uttar Pradesh’s Jewar district. (AFP)

energy marketing company, said.

IOCL’s price chart shows an in-
crease of 993 rupees ($10.50) in the
price of a 19-kilogramme LPG cyl-
inder meant for commercial use.

That amounts to a nearly
48-percent rise in the capital New
Delhi. Local levies mean rates vary
across cities.

The sharp hike will hit restau-

rants particularly hard, with many
already scaling back operations
during the Middle East war.

The oil company said that the
price of jet fuel for international
airline operations has also “been
adjusted upward”

Aviation turbine fuel (ATF) has
gone up by around five % in Delhi,
according to IOCL’s catalogue.

British police charge driver over
2023 deaths of two schoolgirls

AFP
London

K police have charged a
driver who crashed her car

into a southwest London
school three years ago killing two
young girls, police and prosecutors
said yesterday.

Claire Freemantle, 49, was
charged with causing death by
dangerous driving over the July
2023 crash in Wimbledon after
“significant new evidence” was
passed to the Crown Prosecution
Service, said David Malone, depu-
ty chief prosecutor.

Nuria Sajjad and Selena Lau,
both eight, were killed when a
Land Rover crashed into The Study
Prep private school as pupils were
outside on the lawn celebrating the
end of term. Ten others were treat-
ed for their injuries in hospital.

The crash triggered shock
around the country.

Prosecutors said in June 2024
that they would not be charging
Freemantle over the incident, as
she had had an epileptic seizure
behind the wheel of her car.

That had caused her to “lose
control of the vehicle which then
drove into the school,” they said at
the time.

But police reopened inquiries in
October 2024 after concerns were
raised by the victims’ families, ac-
cording to Commander Charmain
Brenyah, who leads the roads and
transport division of London’s
Metropolitan police.

“These charges follow a com-
plex and rigorous reinvestigation

Floral tributes are laid outside a school gate after an eight-year-old
girl died after a car crashed into The Study Preparatory School in
Wimbledon, London. (Reuters/File Photo)

by detectives,” she said in a state-
ment, which “identified a number
of issues relating to the first inves-
tigation”

Lawyers for Freemantle said in
a statement that she would plead
not guilty at a court appearance set
for June 16.

“As a mother of school-aged
children herself, Claire will be tor-
tured for the rest of her life by the
dreadful loss and injury resulting
from the unimaginable tragedy
of that day,” defence lawyer Mark
Jones said in a statement.

“However, Claire has no recol-
lection of that terrible tragedy.
Moments before the crash Claire
suffered an epileptic seizure with

loss of consciousness and memo-
”

Iy

He added the diagnosis had been
made by an independent medical
expert, who also confirmed that
Freemantle had never before suf-
fered an epileptic fit.

The girls’ parents have long
fought for their daughters’ deaths
to be re-investigated, arguing
questions remained unanswered
about exactly what had happened.

“From the very beginning, we
have demanded one thing: the
truth about why our daughters
were killed,” they said in a state-
ment to the BBC.

The Metropolitan police said
complaints against 11 officers in-
volved in the previous inquiry
were now being probed, and it had
referred the case to the UK’s inde-
pendent police watchdog.

Man convicted of attempting
violent assault at London embassy

Reuters
London

man who last year tried
Ato enter Israel’s London
embassy armed with two
knives and carrying a “martyr-
dom note” was yesterday con-
victed in a London court of pre-
paring an act of terrorism.
Abdullah Albadri, 34, (pic-
tured) a failed asylum seeker
from Kuwait, attempted to
breach the embassy’s perimeter
in April 2025 because he wanted
to send a message about “the
killing of children’, prosecutors
said at his trial this month.
Albadri denied charges of pre-
paring an act of terrorism and
possession of two bladed arti-
cles, telling police he had the
knives because he was homeless,
but a jury found him guilty yes-
terday.
The verdicts came two days af-
ter two Jewish men were stabbed
in north London in what police

described as a suspected terror-
ist incident, adding to height-
ened fears within Britain’s Jewish
community.

Albadri was arrested by two
armed officers as he tried to scale
the fence outside the embassy in
west London last April. Prosecu-
tors said he later told police he
wanted to send a message about
stopping the war, a reference to
the Israeli-Hamas conflict in
Gaza.

“The prosecution say that Mr
Albadri’s intention was to use or
threaten serious violence against
the Israeli government, to exact

revenge for its alleged murder
of children;” Catherine Pattison
told jurors at the Old Bailey.

Pattison said Albadri had ar-
rived in Britain via a small boat
on two occasions and most
recently entered the country
in April last year, when he ap-
plied for asylum, claiming he
faced risks in Kuwait as a human
rights activist.

However, exchanges on his
phone showed his asylum claim
was rejected later that month,
after which his intention began
to shift to “far more sinister mat -
ters” and he started searching for
the location of the Israeli embas-
sy, Pattison said.

Commander Helen Flanagan,
head of Counter Terrorism Po-
licing London, said the Israeli
embassy has faced a number of
security alerts but police “con-
tinuously review and strengthen
protective security plans to en-
sure the site and the wider com-
munity is kept as safe as possi-
ble”

UK man appears in court
over stabbing of two men

Reuters
London

45-year-old man ap-
Apeared in a London court

yesterday charged with
attempted murder over an at-
tack during which two Jewish
men were stabbed in Golders
Green, north London, in what
police are treating as a terrorist
incident.

In its wake, government offi-
cials raised the national terror-
ism threat to its second-highest
level, meaning a terrorist attack
is highly likely within the next
six months.

The stabbings, on Wednesday,
followed a spate of incidents
targeting Jewish premises in
the same area of north London,
home to a large Jewish popula-
tion, prompting British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer to vow
stronger action to protect Jew-
ish people.

Pro-Palestinian marches —
which critics say have encour-
aged antisemitism — could
now face new restrictions amid
widespread calls for more pro-
tection for Britain’s small Jewish
community of about 290,000.

Yesterday, Essa Suleiman ap-
peared at London’s Westminster
Magistrates’ Court charged with
two counts of the attempted
murder of 34-year-old Shloime
Rand and 76-year-old Moshe
Shine — named in the charges as
Norman Shine — and possession
of a bladed article in relation to
Wednesday’s attack.

A Police van leaves Westminster Magistrates Court, on the day

Essa Suleiman appeared in the court, after he was charged with the
attempted murder of two men in Golders Green, in London, yesterday.
(Reuters)

Suleiman, a British national
who was born in Somalia, was
also charged with attempted
murder in relation to a separate
incident earlier on the same day
in south London, when prosecu-
tor Emma Harraway said he had
visited a man’s home and alleg-
edly tried to stab him.

He allegedly then travelled to
the north of the British capital
later that day, she said.

The first victim, Rand, had
been studying at a synagogue in
Golders Green and was wearing
“traditional clothing associated
with an Orthodox Jewish man”
when Suleiman allegedly ran at
him and stabbed him with the
knife, Harraway said.

Suleiman then allegedly at-
tacked Shine, also wearing
traditional Jewish attire, as he
waited at a bus stop, the pros-

ecutor added, before the suspect
was arrested by police using a
stun gun, Harraway said.

Rand suffered a punctured
lung but has since been released
from hospital, while Shine suf-
fered a stab wound to his neck,
although the wound was not life
threatening.

Suleiman, flanked by two se-
curity guards, appeared in the
dock wearing a grey tracksuit,
often stroking his goatee beard,
and was remanded in custody
until his next appearance at
London’s Old Bailey court on
May 15.

Speaking only to confirm his
name and date of birth, he gave
no indication of any pleas to the
charges, and the court was told
by the prosecution his address
was a mental health facility in
south London.

Solomon Islands leader to face no-confidence vote after appeal courtloss

AFP
Sydney

olomon Islands Prime Min-
Sister Jeremiah Manele agreed
yesterday to recall the South
Pacific nation’s parliament to face a
vote of no confidence after losing a
court appeal.
The government has been in an
impasse since March, when it was
hit by mass cabinet resignations and

the exit of two coalition partners.

The defections led the opposition
to claim the government had lost its
majority in parliament.

Manele has since avoided a con-
fidence vote, which would eject him
and his government from power if he
loses.

The High Court ruled last
month that the prime minister
should recall parliament or resign,
after he continued to avoid a no-
confidence motion lodged by the

opposition coalition.

The appeal court said yesterday
that Manele must take steps before
noon on Tuesday to facilitate con-
vening parliament so lawmakers can
sit by May 7.

“The continued failure to take
steps to facilitate the convening of
parliament is inconsistent with the
constitution,” said a copy of the
judgment viewed by AFP.

It dismissed Manele’s argu-
ment that the High Court had ex-

ceeded its powers.

“The court does not intrude on
parliament by ensuring parliament
can sit,” the judgment said.

A statement released by his office
said Manele acknowledged the court
ruling.

“The Prime Minister confirms
that he will comply with the orders
as given by the court;” it said. “The
Prime Minister looks forward to the
Motion of No Confidence being de-
bated on the floor of Parliament ”

Clashes erupt in Australian town over death of Indigenous girl

AFP
Sydney

n angry crowd clashed with
AAustra]jan police outside a

hospital treating the sus-
pected killer of a five-year-old In-
digenous girl in the outback town
of Alice Springs.

Images on local media yesterday
showed teargas in the air, a police
van in flames and crowds yelling
at armed officers keeping people at
bay during the overnight confron-
tation.

The violence followed the dis-
covery Thursday of a body south
of Alice Springs believed to be that
of the little girl, referred to at her
family’s request as Kumanjayi Lit-
tle Baby.

She had disappeared from an In-
digenous community camp called
Old Timers late on Saturday night,
sparking a vast, days-long search
on foot, horseback, and by heli-

A police vehicle burns after community members clashed with police

outside Alice Springs Hospital, where a 47-year-old man arrested in
connection with the alleged Killing of five-year-old Kumanjayi Little Baby

was taken, in Alice Springs. (Reuters)

copter that gripped much of the
country.

Police said a formal autopsy
would be held on the child’s body,
which was found about five kilome-
tres (three miles) from the camp.

Hours after her body was found,
police announced they had arrest-
ed the suspect, Jefferson Lewis.

Lewis was beaten until he was
unconscious after turning him-
self in to Indigenous community

members on Thursday evening at
a camp by Alice Springs, in central
Australia.

When police and emergency
services intervened, they too came
under attack, said Northern Ter-
ritory Police Force Commissioner
Martin Dole.

“At the time of his apprehension
by us, he was unconscious and he
was in the process of being treated
by St John’s Ambulance when they
were set upon, as were the police,”
he told a news conference.

Lewis was then taken to hospi-
tal.

“A large crowd gathered and
tried to gain access to that hospi-
tal,” the police commissioner said.

“We called out all the resources
we had available to quell that vio-
lent disturbance. And just let me
say that the behaviour that we
saw last night cannot be explained
away, excused or accepted.”

Dole said “a number” of police
were injured at the hospital, and

Attorney General John Muria told
SBM Online earlier outside the court
he was disappointed “but the court
has spoken”

The Royal Solomon Islands Police
Force deployed officers outside the
court and called for calm.

Commissioner of Police Ian
Vaevaso, sworn in by Manele on
Wednesday, issued a statement ear-
lier saying “police are independent
of politics” and would not take sides.

A no-confidence motion against

Manele was filed in March after 12
cabinet ministers resigned from his
government and two parties quit the
governing coalition.

The new opposition coalition of
six political parties says that it com-
mands 27 seats compared to the gov-
ernment’s 23.

Following the resignations,
Manele appointed former leader and
staunch Beijing ally Manasseh Soga-
vare as deputy prime minister, deep-
ening the turmoil.

A woman is carried by police during community unrest outside Alice
Springs Hospital, in Alice Springs. (Reuters)

one officer was treated for a head
wound inflicted during the sus-
pect’s arrest.

Ambulance and fire crew mem-
bers were also attacked, he said,
with one fire and rescue officer re-
ceiving a “significant facial injury”.

One woman was being investi-
gated for allegedly trying to set a
police car alight.

Many people outside the hospi-
tal shouted that Lewis must face

“payback”, public broadcaster ABC
reported, referring to a traditional
punishment in central Australian
Indigenous communities.

“T just call for calm across the
community,” Dole said.

Police said they removed Lewis
for his safety from hospital to the
Northern Territory capital of Dar-
win, where he was being held in
custody. He is expected to face
charges in the coming days.
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US Hormuz coalition ‘not in competition’
with France, Britain-led bid: French FM

AFP
Abu Dhabi

rance’s top diplomat yester-
Fday said a new US-led coa-
lition to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz would complement and
not compete with a similar mission
spearheaded by France and Britain.

Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Bar-
rot, speaking in Abu Dhabi follow-
ing a regional tour, said he briefed
Gulf allies on the UK-France ini-
tiative which was now at an “ad-
vanced” stage.

On Thursday, a US official con-
firmed to AFP that Washington
was launching an international
coalition dubbed the “Maritime
Freedom Construct” to restart
shipping in the vital route.

The strait, which normally car-

ries one-fifth of the world’s oil
and liquefied natural gas, has
been effectively blockaded by Iran
over the Middle East war, sending
prices soaring and choking trade
networks.

The UK and France have led
talks on a separate maritime effort,
recently holding a meeting with
more than 50 countries.

The US mission is “not of the
same nature as the one we estab-
lished... it comes as a sort of com-
plement”, Barrot said in the capital
of the United Arab Emirates, fol-
lowing visits to Saudi Arabia and
Oman.

“It is not in competition with the
initiative we have launched and on
which we are focused,” he added.

The Wall Street Journal said a
reported diplomatic cable called
on US embassies to press foreign

governments to take part in the
US-led effort.

Asked whether France would join
Washington’s initiative, Barrot said
he could not comment at this stage.

The UK-France mission “is now
at an advanced stage, the plan-
ning has been finalised, and I have
come to present the concept of this
mission to a number of our closest
partners in the region”) he added.

US President Donald Trump has
lashed out at allies’ reluctance to
get involved in the US-Israeli war
on Iran, and previously urged oil-
reliant nations to take responsibil -
ity for reopening the strait.

Iran has vowed not to reopen the
waterway as long as the US block-
ades its ports. The closure has had
a widespread impact on the global
economy, with oil prices hitting a
four-year high this week.

France, Germany send firefighters
to help battle Dutch blazes

AFP
Amsterdam

rance and Germany sent
Fﬁreﬁghting units to the

Netherlands yesterday
to help battle woodland blazes
flaring in several areas.

Many of the fires, which
sparked on Wednesday and
Thursday, were raging in land
used for military training, in-
cluding an artillery range, in the
south. Stretched Dutch authori-
ties requested help facing the
emergency through the EU Civil
Protection Mechanism, with
France and Germany respond-
ing. French Interior Minister
Laurent Nunez said on X that
Paris had despatched 41 civil
security personnel and 10 vehi-
cles.

A total of 67 firefighters, 21
vehicles and three trailers were

Turkish police fire tear gas,
arrest scores at May Day rallies

AFP
Istanbul

urkish police yesterday
Tﬁred tear gas and arrested

hundreds of people hold-
ing May Day demonstrations in
Istanbul, as thousands rallied na-
tionwide.

A statement from the office of
the governor of Istanbul said that
as of 6:00pm (1500 GMT), police
had arrested 575 people, describ-
ing them as people who had defied
security decisions.

Earlier, the CHD Lawyers’ As-
sociation said police had arrested
at least 550 people by mid-after-
noon in Istanbul, where police
fired tear gas from riot-control
vehicles into the crowd, AFP jour-
nalists observed.

Large numbers of police, many
in riot gear, had set up metal bar-
ricades to cut off access to central
neighbourhoods of Istanbul, in-
cluding Taksim Square, the site of
many gatherings.

Images aired on the opposition
channel HALK TV also showed the
president of the Turkish Workers’
Party, Erkan Bas, engulfed in pep-
per spray.

“Those in power already speak
365 days a year, so let workers talk
about the hardships they face at
least one day a year,” he said.

Police focussed on groups who

Police officers block access to Taksim Square using barriers during

a May Day (Labour Day), marking International Workers’ Day, in the
Taksim district of Istanbul, yesterday. (AFP)

had signalled their intention to
march to Taksim Square — the
scene of several anti-government
protests in the past — which had
been sealed off overnight by po-
lice.

A union official, Basaran Aksu,
was arrested just after denounc-
ing the Taksim lockdown.

“You can’t close off a square to
the workers of Turkiye,” he said.

“Everyone uses Taksim, for

official ceremonies, for celebra-
tions. Only the labourers, the
workers, the poor find the square
closed to them.”

May Day, which celebrates
workers and the working classes,
sees a major police deployment
in Turkiye every year, with a large
area in the heart of Istanbul sealed
off.

Last year, protests moved to the
Kadikoy area of the city and more

than 400 people were arrested.

In the Mecidiyekoy district,
AFP reporters saw police use tear
gas on the crowd, which included
members of a Marxist party, the
HKP, as they tried to push through
while chanting “USA murderer,
AKP (Turkiye’s ruling party) ac-
complice”.

Police encircling the Besik-
tas neighbourhood stepped in —
sometimes violently — whenever
a chant was taken up by the dem-
onstrators. AFP saw several pro-
testers thrown to the ground.

Unions and civil society asso-
ciations had called for the May 1
demonstrations under the slogan
“Bread. Peace. Freedom”

While inflation in Turkiye is of-
ficially pegged at 30%, it is closer
to 40, according to independent
estimates.

In Ankara, about 100 coal min-
ers who had staged a nine-day
hunger strike to demand wage ar-
rears were cheered as they joined
the May Day march.

The turnout, notably large and
youthful, was monitored by a sig-
nificant police presence, an AFP
journalist said.

Earlier this week, Turkish au-
thorities issued arrest and search
warrants against 62 people, of
whom they deemed 46 — includ-
ing journalists, trade unionists
and opposition figures — “likely
to carry out attacks”

Baguettes take centre stage on France’s Labour Day

AFP
Paris

rench bakeries sold crusty
F baguettes and flaky cr-

oissants with government
backing yesterday, defying labour
unions arguing that May 1 should
remain a day of compulsory rest.

Prime Minister  Sebastien
Lecornu ordered several baguettes
for lunch in front of the cameras in
the village of Saint-Julien-Chap-
teuil in central France.

“Let’s have several... at least
four;” he said, as he sought to pro-
mote a new bill to clearly exempt
independent bread and flower
shops from mandatory rest on La-
bour Day.

Under French law, “May 1 is a
public holiday and a non-working
day” Essential services — such as
hospitals and hotels — can remain
open but must pay their staff dou-
ble.

But there has been confusion

about whether bakeries can make
their employees work.

Labour inspectors on the public
holiday in 2024 reported five bak-
ers to the authorities for operating.

Although the bakers were all
acquitted last year, their plight
sparked debate across France.

The government earlier this
week encouraged bakers to work
on May 1, saying they were “indis-
pensable to the continuity of social
life”. It also said florists could em-
ploy staff to sell fragrant lily of the
valley, which is traditionally sold
on Labour Day in France.

On Wednesday, the cabinet put
forward a bill — that has yet to go
to a vote in parliament — to allow
both bakeries and florists to open
on the first day of May, provided
staff volunteer to work in writing
and are paid double wages.

The government decided not to
back a previous proposal for more
businesses including butchers and
fishmongers to open on the public
holiday.

A firefighting plane sprays repellent to fight a wildfire in Faeta mount
forest near Pisa province in Santa Maria del Giudice yesterday. (AFP)

The country’s main unions ar-
gue that no employee is truly free
to volunteer when they are seeking
to keep a work contract.

They fear French workers will
soon all be required to work on the
holiday as exceptions gradually
become the rule.

“Hands off May 1, read the
poster of a hard-left activist at a
May Day protest in Paris.

Leader of the main CGT union

An employee works in a bakery in Quimper, western France. (AFP)

=

Sophie Binet criticised “employers
who feel entitled to open all their
businesses and make their staff
work on May 1, even though it’s not
allowed”.

“The government must ensure
that the law and the rule of law are
upheld,” she said, leading the pro-
test in the capital.

She added that the public holi-
day was not however her chief
concern.

A ireflghter orks to extinuish a wildfire near Budel, yesterday, a

day after it broke out at a military training ground where a military

exercise was taking place. (AFP)

sent by the Bonn fire service
in Germany. A Dutch military
spokesman, Major Mike Hof-
man, yesterday confirmed
to AFP that army “training
grounds were in use at the time
the fires broke out”

He said an investigation was
under way “examining whether
there is a connection between

the military operations and the
origin of the fires” The head of
the Dutch armed forces said on
Thursday that extra precautions
were being taken on terrain used
for drills because of a drought
currently parching the coun-
try. He added, however, that the
military exercises being con-
ducted would not be suspended.

Missing Oscar statuette for
Mr. Nobody Against Putinfound

Reuters
London

n Oscar statuette belong-
Aiglg to Russian director
avel Talankin (pictured)
who won best documentary this
year for Mr. Nobody Against Pu-
tin has been found after going
missing on a flight from New
York to Germany, German airline
Lufthansa said yesterday.

Talankin had been forced to
check the award into hold lug-
gage before boarding a flight from
John F Kennedy International
Airport to Frankfurt, according
to a post by his co-director David
Borenstein on Instagram. Trans-
portation Security Administra-
tion (TSA) agents told Talankin
that the 8.5Ib (3.8kg) statuette
posed a potential security threat,
Borenstein said, adding that the
award then went missing.

“We can confirm that the Os-
car statue has now been located
and is safely in our care in Frank-
furt. We are in direct contact with
the guest to arrange its personal
return as quickly as possible,” a
spokesperson for Lufthansa said.

“We sincerely regret the in-
convenience caused and have
apologised to the owner. The
careful and secure handling of
our guests’ belongings is of the
utmost importance to us. An
internal review of the circum-
stances is ongoing”

The TSA did not immediately
reply to an e-mailed request for
comment.

“At the airport, a TSA agent
stopped him and said the Oscar
could be used as a weapon,” Bo-
renstein said on Instagram about
Talankin.

“Pavel didn’t have a bag to
check it in, so the TSA put the
Oscar in a box and sent it to the
bottom of the plane,” he said,
posting a series of pictures, in-
cluding of the box.

Speaking to the online maga-
zine Deadline.com after arriv-
ing in Germany on Thursday,
Talankin said it was “completely
baffling how they consider an
Oscar a weapon”

On previous flights on vari-
ous airlines, he had flown with
it “in the cabin, and there never
was any kind of problem,” he told
the outlet. Talankin and Boren-
stein’s documentary used two
years of footage that Talankin
had recorded at a school where
he worked in Russia’s Chelyab-
insk region to show how students
were exposed to messaging in
favour of President Vladimir Pu-
tin’s war in Ukraine.

Croatian fishermen hang up their
nets as ME war hikes fuel prices

Reuters
Dubrovnik

ishing  captain = Dinko
FCvietojevic stood on his

boat moored in Dubrovnik,
his day’s work halted by the cost
of fuel that has soared since war
erupted in Iran, thousands of
miles to the east.

The sun was out, the fish were
plentiful and the busy summer
season was fast approaching. But
Cvjetojevic had done his sums.

Fuel now accounted for up to
90% of operating costs, roughly
double the proportion before the
conflict choked off the key oil
export route of the Strait of Hor-
muz. That made fishing “com-
pletely unprofitable”.

“As you can see today, it’s a
beautiful day, but the ships are
moored,” he told Reuters.

He had stockpiled some fuel
before prices rose, allowing him
to keep a second vessel running

for now. “I'm constantly trying to
stay alive,” he said. “If it stays like
this, then one more month we can
work and then after that we can go

swimming.”
Commercial fishing is a small
but important sector along

Croatia’s Adriatic coast, employ-
ing several thousand people and
supplying fresh fish to restaurants
and hotels during the peak tourist
season.

Tourism, Croatia’s main eco-
nomic engine, accounts for about
one-fifth of gross domestic prod-
uct when related activities are in-
cluded, leaving a large part of the
economy exposed if fuel prices
remain high through the summer.

Cvjetojevic said his boats typi-
cally supply markets from Du-
brovnik to Istria, with part of the
catch exported to Italy and Slov-
enia. But he had now scaled down
his operation and was only selling
locally.

“Without state help, I see no
solution,” he said.

Thousands evacuated as Tuscany wildfire spreads

AFP/Reuters
Rome

talian authorities yesterday
Ievacuated some 3,500 people in

its famed Tuscany region as they
try to tame a wildfire there that has
been raging for more than 24 hours.

Over 800 hectares (nearly 2,000
acres) have been ravaged by the fire
in the mountains between the his-
toric cities of Lucca and Pisa.

It was likely provoked by the
burning of olive tree prunings that
got out of hand, Matteo Cecchelli
told public broadcaster RAIL

“Around 3,500 people are affect-
ed,” the municipality of San Giuliano
Terme said in a statement.

“The wind... has pushed the

|

ANPAS Volunteer fihters extinguish a spot fire 0 the édges ofa

wildfire in Faeta mount forest near Pisa province in Santa Maria del

Giudice yesterday. (AFP)

flames farther downhill” towards
the village of Asciano, it said.

The statement said that three
Canadair water-dumping planes

and a helicopter were dousing the
wildfire.

“The fire is still very much active,’
the deputy mayor of Lucca, Fabio
Barsanti, said in a Facebook video.

“All efforts are being made to con-
tain as much as possible the perim-
eter of the fire, but we cannot relax
or make predictions because we are
at the mercy of the wind,” he said.

It added that there were 19 fire
brigade vehicles and army and po-
lice were assisting with the evacua-
tion. Two gyms in the area equipped
to put up evacuees were housing
around 107 people, the statement
said. Wildfires are common in Italy
but usually in the summer months
yet to come — although the season
has been starting sooner because of
rising temperatures.
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Orban faces uncertain
path after Hungary
election rout

Viktor Orban’s crushing election defeat has thrown the
Hungarian nationalist’s political future into doubt and shattered
his reputation as an all-powerful leader. While senior members of
Orban’s Fidesz party seem to have closed ranks behind him, rare
public dissent from the party has seeped out, and analysts say it
will be difficult to recover from the landslide loss that ended his
16-year rule.

Last week, Orban -- who aimed to make the central European
country of 9.5mn people a model of “illiberal democracy” --
announced he would not take up his parliamentary seat, saying he
was needed for the “reorganisation of the national camp”,

This marks the first time the 62-year-old - - who has cultivated
close ties with US President Donald Trump and Russian President
Vladimir Putin - - will be absent from parliament since Hungary’s
democratisation in 1990. Orban was routed in the April 12 elections by
newcomer Peter Magyar, whose party won with 55%, securing a two-
thirds majority in parliament, on the promise of “regime change”

Orban’s Fidesz-KDNP alliance lost more than half its
parliamentary seats, getting 39% of the vote. Following the loss,
Orban on Tuesday offered to resign as Fidesz leader, but the party’s
national board reportedly rejected his resignation. He is expected
to run unopposed for the post at a Fidesz congress on June 13, as
analysts say his grip on the party remains firm as ever.

“He turned Fidesz into his personal party, where the primary
unifying force is admiration, respect, loyalty or a mixture of
these towards him,” Szabolcs Dull, who runs the political podcast
Otpontban, told AFP. But the election results have prompted some
rare criticism from within Fidesz.
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Outgoing lawmaker
Orsolya Ferencz, 55,
insisted the party needed
to learn from the loss,
which she compared
to a “divine judgment”.
“The responsibility
of certain politicians,
business circles, think
tanks and the media
must be examined,” she
told AFP, but declined
to be more specific.
“The lack of morality,
often manifesting as
the pursuit of financial
(gain) or power at all
costs, adverse selection,
and the trampling of
professionalism, is
unacceptable.”

But Ferencz stressed it was up to Orban to decide what kind of
role he seeks in “rebuilding” their political community, lauding
him for his “historic accomplishments”.

Orban managed to bounce back once before: Ousted in 2002
after his first term as premier, he returned eight years later. “He
has a unique capacity for adaptability, and resilience in Hungarian
politics,” said Zoltan Novak, project director at the Centre for Fair
Political Analysis.

“But now his presence jeopardises renewal, because he
represents the 16 -year period that voters have overwhelmingly
rejected,” he added. Incoming premier Magyar, 45, has pledged to
enshrine a two-term limit in the constitution for prime ministers,
theoretically preventing Orban’s return to power.

Some Fidesz voters have felt deceived - - with Orban’s allies
insisting even on election night that polls predicted their win. A
fresh survey from pollster Median found Fidesz had lost about a
third of its support base post-election. It also indicated that almost
half the population - - even 18% of Fidesz voters - - believe Orban’s
coalition lost because of corruption.

Magyar put the issue at the forefront of his campaign, blaming
underfunded public services on allegedly corrupt oligarchs.

The pro-EU conservative has pledged a sweeping crackdown on
corruption, urging authorities to stop Fidesz cronies from moving
their capital abroad to the “United States, Uruguay and the United
Arab Emirates” until then.

But Orban, in his sole post-election interview, denied graft
was ever a problem under his governance, putting the blame on
business associates “flexing” their wealth.

He is “unable” to admit this, because “corruption and avoiding
responsibility” were the main features of Orban’s system,
according to Rafael Labanino, a political scientist from Germany’s
Nuertingen-Geislingen University. Labanino said he expects
Orban’s position will deteriorate further as the generous state
funding pro-Fidesz media enjoyed over the past 16 years will “dry
up”. — AFP
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May Day break
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A boy poses for photos with Chinese flags on the Great Wall of China at Badaling, north of Beijing, yesterday on the first day of a five-day
national May Day holiday. -- AFP

‘Dialogue, adherence to international
law core pillars of conflict resolution’

HE Sheikha Alya reiterates Qatar’s position before the United Nations Security
Council’s quarterly open debate on the situation in the Middle East, including

the Palestinian question at the UN headquarters in New York

QNA
New York
atar has affirmed
that serious dialogue
and adherence to
the principles of
inter: al law and good

neighbourliness are the
fundamental pillars for resolving
crises and avoiding their
dangerous repercussions.

This came in a statement
delivered by HE Permanent
Representative of the State of
Qatar to the United Nations,
Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin Saif al-
Thani, before the United Nations
Security Council’s quarterly
open debate on the situation in
the Middle East, including the
Palestinian question at the UN
headquarters in New York.

HE Sheikha Alya noted
that the Council meeting is
being held amidst the current
situation in the Arabian Gulf
region, since Feb 28, and
the subsequent serious and
multifaceted repercussions for
it has on international peace and
security. She reaffirmed Qatar’s
condemnation of attacks by the
Islamic Republic of Iran against
Qatar and Gulf states, as well
as all violations targeting the
national sovereignty of Qatar
and the countries of the region,
including attacks on residential
areas, vital infrastructure, and
energy facilities, which resulted
in civilian casualties and material
losses, constituting violations
of international law and
international humanitarian law.

The UN Security Council
Resolution 2817, submitted
by the Kingdom of Bahrain on
behalf of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) states and
Jordan and backed by 136
countries, underscored strong
support for the territorial
integrity, sovereignty, and
political independence of these

HE Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin Saif al-Thani

states, she said, adding that it
also emphasized respect for
navigational rights and freedoms
in accordance with international
law, particularly concerning vital
maritime routes.

Regarding developments in
the Strait of Hormuz, HE the
Permanent Representative of
Qatar to the UN stressed the
importance of ensuring security
of maritime routes, freedom of
navigation and international
trade in line with international
law. The strait’s security is
linked to global energy security
and supply chains, calling for
concerted efforts to guarantee
freedom of navigation and the
opening of maritime routes, as
it has regional and international
implications.

She noted that Qatar
welcomed the US-Iran ceasefire
announcement on April 8,
expressing appreciation for
mediation efforts by Pakistan and
other parties, and stressed the
importance of full commitment
to consolidating de-escalation
and creating suitable conditions
for dialogue.

Regarding the occupied
Palestinian territories, Qatar
condemned the illegal Israeli

occupation’s measures in

the West Bank, including
reclassifying Palestinian land

as so-called Israeli “state

land,” accelerating settlement
activity, approving legislation
allowing the death penalty, and
restricting freedom of worship in
occupied Jerusalem. It reaffirmed
its support for a two-state
solution based on international
legitimacy, ensuring the
establishment of an independent
Palestinian state on the 1967
borders with East Jerusalem as
its capital, and the necessity

of ending the occupation,
settlement activity, and all illegal
Israeli practices in the occupied
territory.

Regarding the current
situation in the Gaza Strip, she
explained that Qatar emphasises
the necessity for all parties to
fully implement the ceasefire
agreement in Gaza and to open
the crossings to ensure the
sustainable and unhindered
flow of humanitarian aid to the
Strip. She affirmed Qatar’s full
and unwavering commitment
to the Peace Council since
the inception of mediation
efforts, up to and including the
signing of the Sharm E1-Sheikh

Agreement with partners. She
also reiterated Qatar’s continued
coordination of humanitarian
efforts with partners in the
United Nations and the Peace
Council, supporting the recovery
and reconstruction process and
enhancing the prospects for
sustainable peace.

As for the situation in the Gaza
Strip, Qatar stressed the need
for full implementation of the
ceasefire agreement, the opening
of crossings to ensure sustained
and unhindered humanitarian
aid, and reaffirmed its continued
commitment to mediation efforts
and co-ordination with UN
partners to support recovery,
reconstruction, and prospects for
lasting peace.

HE Sheikha Alya affirmed
Qatar’s unwavering commitment
to the Peace Council up to, and
including, the signing of the
Sharm El-Sheikh Agreement
with partners. She also reiterated
Qatar’s continued co-ordination
of humanitarian efforts with
partners in the United Nations
and the Peace Council to support
the reconstruction process
and enhance the prospects for
sustainable peace.

She stated that Qatar reaffirms
its support for the sovereignty
and unity of Syria, condemning
Israeli attacks that violate
international law, and affirmed
its firm stance on the unity,
sovereignty, and territorial
integrity of Lebanon, expressing
full solidarity with measures
taken to preserve its security and
stability.

HE the Permanent
Representative of the State of
Qatar to the United Nations also
pointed out that Qatar welcomes
the ceasefire as an initial step
toward de-escalation and
appreciates mediation efforts,
including those by US President
Donald Trump, stressing the
need to uphold and build on the
ceasefire.

NPT essential instrument for achieving collective security: Qatar

NEW YORK: Qatar stressed the importance of
strict implementation of the obligations arising
from international agreements in the field of
nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation.

This came in a statement delivered by HE
Permanent Representative of the State of Qatar
to the United Nations Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin
Saif al-Thani, who headed Qatar’s delegation
participating in the Review Conference of the
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), before the general
debate of the 2026 NPT Review Conference, at
the UN headquarters in New York.

HE Sheikha Alya stressed that the NPT is the
cornerstone of the international disarmament
and non-proliferation regime and an essential
instrument for achieving collective security,
which requires a full, balanced and non-
selective commitment to implementing its
three pillars, noting that the Review Conference
contributes to focusing efforts to achieve the
goals set out in this important treaty.

Regarding the Middle East, she said that the
1995 resolution on the Middle East is an integral
part of the treaty system, stressing the need
to implement this resolution by establishing a
zone free of nuclear weapons and weapons of
mass destruction in the Middle East, which is a

fundamental step towards achieving security
and stability in the region.

She also expressed Qatar’s hope that the
current session of the NPT Review Conference
would adopt outcomes that support this
goal, stressing Qatar’s support for the
fraternal Sultanate of Oman as chair of the
current session of the Conference on the
Establishment of a Middle East Zone Free of
Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass
Destruction.

Regarding the failure of the NPT review
conferences in 2015 and 2022 to produce
a consensus document, HE the Permanent
Representative stressed the importance
of redoubling efforts and demonstrating
genuine political will to revive international
consensus in order to reach outcomes and
results that contribute to achieving the
objectives of the current Review Conference
and to achieving international security,
while emphasizing the importance of
nuclear-weapon states making concrete and
time-bound commitments to the complete
and total elimination of those weapons in
accordance with Article VI of the NPT.

She stressed that Qatar emphasises the
pivotal role of the International Atomic Energy

Agency as the competent international
body for verifying states’ commitment to
using nuclear materials and technology

for peaceful purposes only, while also
stressing the importance of strengthening
the comprehensive safeguards system and
the Additional Protocol, as well as good faith
full co-operation to ensure the peaceful and
responsible nature of nuclear activities.

HE Sheikha Alya underscored the
importance of taking into account the
highest standards of safety and security,
and limiting the risks of radioactive leakage
and its effects on neighbouring countries,
the environment and water sources, with
verifiable guarantees that it will not be
diverted for military purposes. She called for
all countries to join international agreements
related to nuclear safety, and to commit to
not transferring nuclear technology and
materials to countries that are not parties
to the treaty without meeting safety and
security requirements.

HE the Permanent Representative affirmed
that Qatar will continue to work with its
partners to ensure that this conference leads to
real results that enhance collective security and
brings everyone closer to that goal. (QNA)
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Ukraine rolls out army reform plan

Reuters
Kyiv

'[ ]‘kraine announced plans
yesterday to carry out re-
forms of the army this

summer to address problems
with infantry shortages and the
discharge of the longest-serving
soldiers, four years into a grind-
ing war with Russia in which talks
have stalled.

Despite an initial influx of vol-
unteers, Ukraine’s military has
been significantly outmanned
throughout the war since Russia’s
full-scale invasion in 2022.

Manpower shortages have be-
come an even more pressing is-
sue as enthusiasm for service has
waned amid reports of poor train-
ing and support, as well as heavy-
handed draft officers.

“Now, in May, all key details will
be finalised. In June, the reform
will begin — and the first results
must already be delivered in June,”
President Volodymyr Zelensky
said on Telegram.

He promised higher pay for the
infantry, one of the least desirable
and most dangerous roles, with
troops on the front line exposed to
non-stop drone attacks.

“A Ukrainian infantryman who
holds the front line must feel that
our state truly respects him,” Zel-
ensky said.

i

krainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, Head of the Office of the
President of Ukraine Kyrylo Budanov, Secretary of National Security
and Defence Council Rustem Umerov and Commander in Chief of the

Ukrainian Armed Forces Colonel General Oleksandr Syrskyi attend
a National Security and Defence Council meeting, in Kyiv. (Reuters/

File Photo)

With US-mediated peace talks
stalled, Zelensky has said Ukraine
must be ready to fight on if a deal
cannot be reached.

Military analysts estimate that
more than a mn people are serving
in the defence of Ukraine. Con-
scription and military issues, in-
cluding pay and length of service,
are divisive in Ukrainian society
and are politically sensitive.

Mykhailo Fedorov, who was
named defence minister in January
with a mandate to improve mobili-
sation and deal with draft evasion,
said the changes announced yes-
terday amounted to a “systemic”

transformation of the army.

“We are preparing to implement
the first projects under the reform:
a fair-pay model, a new contract
system with clear terms of service
and a transparent rotation policy,
new approaches to staffing our
units, and more,” Fedorov said on
Telegram.

Zelensky said that under the
new system, wages for non-com-
bat positions should reach at least
30,000 hryvnias ($683) a month,
a one-third increase from the cur-
rent rate.

“For combat positions, it should
be several times higher,” he add-

ed. “For Ukrainian commanders,
combat sergeants and officers, pay
must be dignified and significantly
higher”

Special contracts for the in-
fantry will range from 250,000
to 400,000 hryvnias, Zelensky
added.

Introducing these changes will
increase Ukraine’s financial con-
straints as it depends on foreign
aid and frequently needs to review
its budget to cover expanding mili-
tary needs.

Most servicemen who have
joined the army since the 2022 in-
vasion do not have fixed terms of
service. Media reports have fre-
quently emerged of troops serving
for months at the same positions
without rotation.

The planned changes should
eventually make possible the dis-
charge of those serving for a long
time, officials said.

Zelensky said he wants to see
that “defined service duration
terms are ensured and — starting
this year — a phased discharge from
service becomes possible for those
who were mobilised earlier, based
on clear time-based criteria”

Serhii Sternenko, a well-known
military volunteer who is now a
defence ministry adviser, said:

“If we manage to carry out eve-
rything the Ministry of Defence
has planned, we will defeat Russia.
There’s no other option.”

Russia pounds Ukraine with
drones in daytime attack

EU suspends funds for Serbia over law reforms

AFP
Belgrade

earmarked for Serbia under a special aid

project for six Balkan countries over con-
troversial judicial reforms, the bloc’s enlarge-
ment commissioner has said.

The EU Growth Plan for the Western Bal-
kans provides six bn euros ($7.06bn) in funding
for 2024-2027 to boost the economies of these
countries and accelerate EU integration of the
region.

“For the time being, we have stopped all pay-
ments from the Growth Plan because it was
backsliding in the judiciary,” EU commissioner
Marta Kos said late Thursday in Switzerland.

“As long as this is not repaired, they will not

The European Union has frozen funds

be able to get European financial support,” she
told an event at the University of Fribourg.

Her remarks came after Serbia’s parliament
passed judicial reforms without consulting
prosecutors, judges, the European Union or
other expert bodies.

Critics say the amendments, passed in Janu-
ary, give court presidents greater powers over
judges and remove safeguards guaranteeing
prosecutors’ independence, raising concerns in
the EU and the Council of Europe.

The changes come amid several high-profile
corruption investigations targeting senior gov-
ernment and ruling party officials.

AFP contacted the European Commission to
ask whether a formal decision had been made
on the funding pause, but has not received a re-
sponse.

The disbursement of Growth Plan funds are

conditional on reforms, including ensuring ju-
dicial independence and fighting corruption.

Serbia received its first tranche of 56.5mn eu-
ros ($66.3mn) in mid-January under the plan,
with a total of 1.58bn euros ($1.85bn) earmarked
for the EU candidate.

Kos also criticised curbs on democracy and
media freedom.

“Serbia is highly polarised today,” she said, re-
ferring to the heated political climate after almost
ayear and a half of anti-corruption protests.

“It has been a candidate for more than a dec-
ade, and unfortunately, we are seeing backslid-
ing)” she added, also criticising Serbia’s foreign
policy.

Serbia remains a close Kremlin ally and one of
the few European states not to sanction Russia
over the war in Ukraine.

“You cannot sit on two chairs,” Kos said.

French hub monitors Hormuz tensions from afar

AFP
Brest

dozen members of the
AFrench navy scour screens

for blinking lights indi-
cating movement thousands of
kilometres away near the Strait of
Hormuz.

Since the start of the Iran war in
late February, staff at a maritime
security centre in western France
have been helping merchant ships
trapped in the Gulf.

Twin Iranian and US block-
ades of the Strait of Hormuz have
left more than 750 civilian ships
stranded on the Gulf side of the
passageway, through which a fifth
of global crude oil and liquefied
natural gas transited before the

A worker of the Maritime International Co-operation and Awareness
(MICA) centre looks at screens at the MICA in Brest. (AFP)

We've seen many different nation-
alities and types of vessels” being
targeted, he said.

IRGC gunboats on April 18 fired
at India-flagged tanker Sanmar
Herald without prior radio con-
tact, security intelligence firm
Vanguard Tech reported, despite
India being viewed as a “friend” of
Iran, as are China, Russia, Iraq and
Pakistan.

Iran also claims to have laid sea
mines in the main part of the wa-
terway.

“What matters is the psycho-
logical effect. No one will take the
risk of venturing there,” Scalabre
says.

Tehran can authorise some ships
to leave the Gulf or enter it via the
Strait of Hormuz.

But “even when they obtain it,

conflict. Only a handful have man-
aged to leave in recent weeks.

If the Maritime Information Co-
operation and Awareness Center
(MICA centre) detects any form
of bombardment, it immediately
sends nearby ships — container
ships, cargo vessels and cruise lin-
ers — an encrypted message.

“We share the nature of the
event, its context and exact posi-
tion,” commanding officer Thomas
Scalabre tells AFP in a basement in
the French city of Brest.

“They can respond quickly,
moving away from the danger if
there are shots or debris, or even
turn off their transponders so as
not to be detected,” he adds.

This information is sent within
a radius of 50 nautical miles. For

comparison, the strait itself is 29
nautical miles wide at its narrow-
est point.

The information on the MICA
centre’s monitoring screens is a
mixture of satellite images, ship
locations emitted by their trans-
ponders, and information shared
by crews at sea.

It provides help to 85 maritime
transport companies, including
French group CMA CGM and Dan-
ish giant Maersk.

Beyond threats from the Mid-
dle East war, the MICA centre also
tracks the rest of the world’s wa-
ters — including Yemeni rebel mis-
sile and drone attacks in the Red
Sea, piracy off Somalia, and drug
smuggling.

MICA has recorded around 40

security incidents, including 24
Iranian direct attacks on com-
mercial vessels since February 28,
some of them deadly, Scalabre
says.

France and the United Kingdom
have pledged to set up a peaceful
coalition to re-open the Strait of
Hormuz — but it is not to operate
until after the conflict is resolved.
Peace talks have stalled in recent
weeks.

In the meantime, “the rules Iran
imposes on navigation remain very
unclear and are constantly shift-
ing,” Scalabre says, including with
regards to which ships the Iran’s
Revolutionary = Guards (IRGC)
might decide to single out.

“There isn’t necessarily any log-
ic in the IRGC’s targeting policy.

the IRGC’s ‘mosquito fleet’ can
emerge to block their way,” Scala-
bre says.

In his office, the commanding
officer enlarges an image showing a
swarm of speedboats carrying out
such an attack.

A dozen Iranian patrol boats
burst forth, carving white foamy
wakes behind them as they encir-
cle and seize a vessel before it can
leave.

“They sometimes carry out in-
discriminate attacks, whether the
country is considered friendly or
not,” the French navy officer says.

“For Tehran, controlling the
Strait of Hormuz remains one of its
trump cards to exert pressure and
negotiate” a way out of the con-
flict, he adds.

War criminal Mladic asks for release from prison

AFP
The Hague

Ratko Mladic, 84, serving a life sentence

in The Hague, asked for his release yes-
terday, saying he was seriously ill and close to
death following a stroke.

The defence team behind the urgent mo-
tion asserted that Mladic, convicted of geno-
cide nine years ago, is “in a state of advanced,
irreversible medical decline resulting from a
medical incident... and is approaching the end
of his life”

His lawyers hope to secure his provisional
release to allow the former Bosnian Serb mili-

Lawyers for Bosnian Serb war criminal

tary commander’s transfer to Serbia for medi-
cal treatment, according to the motion dated
April 30.

Mladic’s son Darko Mladic told Bosnian Serb
public television April 15 he had received in-
formation on his father’s health via a UN-au-
thorised doctor, who he said informed him his
father had suffered “a silent (minor) stroke”,

A UN tribunal in 2017 sentenced Mladic to
life imprisonment for genocide and war crimes
during Bosnia’s 1990s war, which claimed an
estimated 100,000 lives. The verdict was con-
firmed on appeal in 2021.

One of the crimes ascribed to him was the
July 1995 massacre of approximately 8,000
Bosnian men and boys in the eastern Srebreni-
caregion.

Mladic was arrested in Serbia in 2011.

Mladic’s defence counsel said he had suf-
fered “an acute neurological/medical episode
characterised by sudden total aphasia” or loss
of the ability to speak and was having difficulty
swallowing as evidenced from a video call with
his son, which had led to his emergency hos-
pitalisation.

“Doctors have offered reports that confirm
the fact that Mr Mladic’s condition is serious,
life-threatening... and such that it cannot be
adequately treated in the hospital prison,” his
defence team stated in the motion.

In late April, several associations repre-
senting Bosnian victims of the 1992-1995 war
urged the international court not to authorise
Mladic’s transfer to Serbia.

Firefighters work at the site of a gas statio hitby a Russian drone

strike, in Kharkiv, yesterday. (Reuters)

Reuters
Kyiv

ussia launched more than
R4OO drones at Ukraine in

a daytime attack, injuring
10 people in the western city of
Ternopil, Ukrainian officials said
yesterday.

Ukraine’s air force said Rus-
sia attacked the country with
409 drones between 8am and
3.30pm local time (0500-1230
GMT). Air force units downed
or neutralised 388 of them in the
north, south, centre and west of
the country, it said.

The air force had earlier said
that Russia sent 210 drones at
Ukraine in an overnight attack.

Since the beginning of the
war more than four years ago,
Russia has mainly carried out
major drone and missile strikes
at night. In recent weeks, it has
repeatedly sent hundreds of
drones and missiles during the
daytime, setting a record for the
number of weapons used in one
such strike on March 24.

In Ternopil, which lies some
150-200km from the Polish
border, 10 people were hurt in

the attack, which hit industrial
and infrastructure facilities, the
city’s mayor said.

The attack also caused black-
outs in some areas, Serhiy Nadal
said on Telegram, adding that
over 50 drones had been in-
volved.

In central Ukraine, 19 drones
were downed over the Cher-
kasy region, the regional gover-
nor said, reporting damage to a
nursery, a school, seven private
houses and a power line.

A woman was hurt in the cen-
tral Vinnytsia region, the lo-
cal governor said, adding that
a building was destroyed in the
attack.

Near the southern city of
Odesa, which had come under
the overnight attack, another
daytime attack damaged the
roof of a shopping centre and
caused a fire, the regional gov-
ernor said.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian drones
struck Russia’s Black Sea port of
Tuapse yesterday for the fourth
time in 16 days as authorities
struggled with a mounting en-
vironmental disaster from toxic
black smoke clouds and oil leak-
ing into the sea.

Russia successfully test
launches Soyuz-5 rocket

Reuters
Moscow

ussia has test launched its
Rnew Soyuz-5 rocket for

the first time, the coun-
try’s space agency said late on
Thursday, saying it had lifted off
from the Baikonur cosmodrome
in Kazakhstan without any is-
sues.

The Soyuz-5, which Ros-
cosmos, Russia’s space agency,
describes as a launch wvehicle
equipped with the world’s most
powerful liquid-fuelled engine,
lifted off successfully at 2100
Moscow time (1800 GMT) on

April 30, it said in a statement.

The new rocket is capable of
carrying payloads of up to 17
metric tonnes, will significantly
reduce launch costs, and is more
effective than its predecessors at
placing objects like satellites in
near earth orbit, the agency said.

Dmitry Bakanov, the head of
Roskosmos, said the rocket —
which he hailed as a “new step
in space exploration” — would
create new jobs in Russia and
Kazakhstan.

Bakanov has previously told
President Vladimir Putin that
the Soyuz-5 is the first new
launch vehicle that Russia has
developed since 2014.

Azerbaijan summons EU
envoy inrow over treatment
of Karabakh Armenians

Vehicles carrying refugees from Nagorno-Karabakh, a region
inhabited by ethnic Armenians, queue on the road leading towards
the Armenian border, in Nagorno-Karabakh. (Reuters/File Photo)

Reuters
Baku

zerbaijan summoned the
AEU’S ambassador yester-

day to protest against a
European Parliament resolution
condemning Baku’s detention of
Armenian prisoners of war and
backing the rights of Armenians
from Nagorno-Karabakh.

The resolution denounced
what it called Azerbaijan’s “un-
just detention” of Armenian
prisoners of war, detainees and
hostages” and demanded their
immediate release. It also reiter-
ated the European Union’s sup-
port for the rights of Nagorno-
Karabakh Armenians and called
for accountability for the de-
struction of their cultural and
religious heritage.

Azerbaijan’s Foreign Minis-
try dismissed the resolution as
“unfounded and biased’} saying
Karabakh Armenians had left the
region voluntarily. It said those
described by the EU as prisoners
of war had committed serious
crimes, including war crimes.

Ethnic Armenians in Kara-
bakh, an internationally recog-
nised part of Azerbaijan, broke
away from Baku’s control as the

Soviet Union fell apart in 1991.

Azerbaijan and Armenia
fought two wars over the moun-
tainous territory before Baku
took it back in 2023 and its entire
ethnic Armenian population of
around 100,000 people fled to
neighbouring Armenia.

Karabakh officials captured at
that time were placed on trial in
Baku in January 2025, accused
of a battery of charges including
war crimes. International human
rights groups have raised concerns
about the fairness of the trial.

In February, Ruben Vardan-
yan, an Armenian-born bil-
lionaire banker who served as a
senior official in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, was sentenced to 20 years
in prison.

In a further sign of fury at the
European Parliament’s resolu-
tion, Azerbaijan’s parliament
said it was severing ties with the
assembly, which it accused of
conducting a “smear campaign”
against Baku.

“This organisation not only
hinders the development of re-
lations between Azerbaijan and
the European Union, but also
opposes measures aimed at es-
tablishing long-term peace and
stability in our region,” the par-
liament said in a statement.
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The Umm Al Seneem Park has become a favourite spot for fitness enthusiasts and nature lovers as the winter season is over. Its innovative feature that maintai
attracts a large number fitness enthusiasts and families. Located in Ain Khaled area with an air-conditioned outdoor walking and jogging track of 1143km, the park offers a refreshing escape from the scorching heat and
provides a comfortable outdoor workout experience. The park’s temperature-controlled tracks, provides exceptional venue for those seeking to maintain their fitness routines despite the summer heat.

(Umm Al Seneem Park big draw for fitness enthusiasts, nature lovers

i Z

ns a pleasant temperature on its walking and jogging tracks

Autism care: Adaptive support
systems pip early intervention

By Shaima Sheriff
Staff Reporter

growing call is emerging in
AQatar to move beyond early
intervention in autism and
learning disabilities, focusing in-
stead onlifelong, adaptive support
systems that evolve with individu-
als and their needs.
Experts are increasingly urging
a shift in perspective, away from
limitations and towards recognis-
ing ability, diversity and potential.
Autism and learning disabilities,
they stress, are not a lack of ability,
but “differences in how individuals
think, learn, and interact”.
Addressing a gathering at
Msheireb Museums Dr Sahar
Da’as, research manager at Sidra
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Medicine and lead of the Science
Cafe initiative said that the evolv-
ing understanding is being driven
by institutions such as Sidra Medi-
cine, where efforts are underway
to connect scientific advances
with real-life community impact.
Through precision medicine, in-
cluding genetic screening and
emerging Al tools, experts are ex-
ploring more informed diagnoses
and personalised pathways of care.

However, a critical gap remains.

While early intervention serv-
ices have significantly improved
outcomes for children, support
often diminishes as individuals
grow older. “Early support is criti-
cal, but the need does not disap-
pear, it evolves over time,” experts
note, pointing to adolescence and
adulthood as stages where servic-
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es are often limited or fragmented.

This gap is not just systemic, it
is deeply personal.

Reflecting onlived experience, one
parent shared how early intervention
made “a significant difference” due
to the availability of support in Qa-
tar. Yet as their child entered adoles-
cence, “the challenges changed, and
the support systems did not evolve
accordingly’; ultimately leading to
the difficult decision to seek special -
ised care abroad.

Such experiences underscore the
urgent need to move beyond short -
term solutions towards continuous,
adaptive support systems.

Collaboration is seen as key.
Partnerships between organisations
like Msheireb Museums and Sidra
Medicine are helping bridge the gap
between research and public under-

Mathaf marks 15 years with exhibition

athaf: Arab Museum
of Modern Art has
launched a major ex-

hibition titled ‘Resolutions:
Evolving Realities’ as part of its
15th anniversary programme,
reflecting on its origins while
highlighting its future direction.
Running until August 22, 2026,
the exhibition spans the mu-
seum’s Atrium and Ground Floor
Galleries and brings together key
works from its early years along-
side new artistic productions.

It also features the world pre-
miere of a large-scale sculp-
tural work by Iraqi artist Ismail
Fattah, created during an art-

ist residency that predated the
museum’s opening as a public
institution in 2010. The exhibi-
tion revisits works first shown
following Mathaf’s transforma-
tion from a private collection
into a public museum, placing
them in dialogue with contem-
porary perspectives and new
commissions. According to
Mathaf director Zeina Arida,
the show highlights the insti-
tution’s early exhibition history
and its commitment to inter-
generational artistic dialogue.
Featuring works by 10 artists
and collectives, including Farid
Belkahia, Ghada Amer, Hassan

Sharif, Ibrahim El Salahi, Raqs
Media Collective, Akram Zaatari
and Buthayna Alj, the exhibition
explores social, cultural and po-
litical realities across the region.
It also coincides with the re-
launch of the Mathaf Encyclope-
dia of Modern Art and the Arab
World, expanding digital access
to research and artist biogra-
phies. The anniversary program
is part of Qatar’s wider cultural
initiative = Evolution Nation,
which marks 50 years since the
founding of the National Mu-
seum of Qatar and highlights the
country’s cultural development
and future ambitions. (QNA)
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John Legend Live: An
Evening of Songs &
Stories rescheduled
to September10

Visit Qatar has announced that the John Leg-
end Live: An Evening of Songs & Stories in Doha
concert, originally scheduled to take place on
April 17, 2026 at the Qatar National Convention
Centre (QNCC), has been rescheduled to Sep-

All previously purchased tickets will remain
valid for the new concert date. Ticket holders are
advised to retain their tickets and refer to the of-
ficial ticketing platform for any further updates.
Your current tickets will be automatically trans-
ferred to the new date, with their category un-
changed, and no further action is required.

standing, translating complex sci-
ence into conversations that fami-
lies can relate to and benefit from.

Looking ahead, experts are call-
ing for tangible changes across
sectors. These include expanding
services beyond early intervention
into later life stages, establish-
ing specialised healthcare services
such as ophthalmology and dental
care for individuals with special
needs, and creating more inclusive
educational environments.

Equally important is improving
accessibility, reducing long wait-
ing lists, lowering costs, and de-
veloping community centres that
provide ongoing support.

The vision is clear: a system
that grows with individuals, rath-
er than one they outgrow. Inclu-
sion, experts argue, is not a phase

confined to early childhood. It is a
lifelong journey, one that requires
sustained commitment, collabo-

ration and a fundamental shift
in how ability is understood and
supported in society.

QatarDebate contest addresses
a range of pressing global issues

QNA

Doha
atarDebate Center, a
member of Qatar Foun-
dation in collaboration

with US Arabic Debate Un-

ion, concluded the second Mid-
west Arabic Universities Debat -
ing Championship, hosted by
the University of Illinois Urba-
na-Champaign.

In a statement, the centre
noted that the championship
saw the participation of elite
debaters representing nine uni-
versities from across the United
States. Over three days, they
engaged in intensive debates,
alongside accompanying cul-
tural activities designed to fos-
ter interaction and reinforce the
values of constructive dialogue
in Arabic.

The statement added that the
debates addressed a range of
pressing global issues, including
the role of social media in news
dissemination, the impact of
tourism on developing nations,
ethical responsibilities in con-
flict zones and youth-led paths

for social change. Participants
demonstrated advanced levels
of critical thinking and deep
analytical skills.

This event exemplifies the
growing impact and institution-
al sustainability of QatarDebate
Center in the United States.
Since 2019, over 1,000 debat-
ers from more than 70 academic
institutions have participated in
the centre’s programs, contrib-
uting to the development of a
comprehensive system for dia-
logue and intellectual exchange.

This system is supported by
a “Capacity Building Program”
aimed at training personnel in
the areas of judging, technical
training, and tournament or-
ganisation.

The Midwest Championship
serves as a prime example of this
success; it was managed and
executed entirely by US-based
teams, including organisers, de-
baters, judges, and media con-
tributors, reflecting the matu-
rity and self-reliance of the local
Arabic debate community.

At the conclusion of the com-
petition, the University of Mis-
souri was crowned champion,
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followed by Macalester College
in second place. In the indi-
vidual awards, Ahmed Bamh-
rez, a student at Missouri State
University, won the title of Best
Speaker in the Arabic category,
while Maximilian Siu Lun Beh, a
student at Columbia University,
won the award for Best Speaker
in the Arabic as a Second Lan-
guage category.

Head of the Department of
Linguistics at the University
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
Professor Tania Ion, was also in
attendance as Guest of Honor.

On this occasion, Champi-
onship Co-ordinator Dr Iman
Saadeh said “Driven by our deep
belief in the Arabic language as
abridge for identity and culture,
we ensure these championships
are more than an intellectual
competition.

They are a living experience
that restores the presence of the
language in the hearts and minds
of youth. We are not organising
fleeting events; we are estab-
lishing dialogue spaces that fos-
ter pride in Arabic and showcase
its ability to address contempo-
rary issues with depth.” (QNA)
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