
Shura Council 
debates AI 
governance
By A Staff  Reporter
Doha

The Shura Council yesterday 
called for a coherent national 
framework to govern artificial 
intelligence, as members warned 
that the pace of technological 
innovation is outstripping 
legislative scrutiny and raising 
fresh concerns over privacy, 
data protection and digital 
sovereignty.
The regular sitting in Doha 
was presided over by HE the 
Speaker Hassan bin Abdullah 
al-Ghanem, and opened with 
HE the Secretary-General Nayef 
bin Mohammed al-Mahmoud 
reading the order paper. 
Members then agreed the 
minutes of the previous sitting.
Opening the debate, the Speaker 
commended Qatar’s eff orts to keep 
pace with digital transformation 
and the adoption of advanced 
technologies, particularly artificial 
intelligence, in line with the 
directives of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani. 
His Highness has highlighted 
the country’s ambition to build a 
knowledge-based, technology-
driven economy that supports 
sustainable development 
and enhances international 
competitiveness.
HE al-Ghanem told members 
that artificial intelligence is no 
longer merely a technical tool 
but an increasingly important 
factor in shaping public policy 
and decision-making, stressing 
the need for a coherent national 
framework that balances 
innovation with robust oversight. 
To Page 11
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Baladna joins 
hands with IFC to 
support recovery in 
Syria’s dairy sector

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin 
Jassim al-Thani yesterday held a 
telephone conversation with Saudi 
Foreign Minister Prince Farhan bin 
Abdullah al-Saud.
The two sides touched on bilateral 
relations and ways to support 
and strengthen them. They also 
discussed developments in the 
region, particularly those related to 
the ceasefire between the United 
States and Iran and eff orts aimed at 
de-escalation to enhance security 
and stability in the region.
The prime minister stressed the 
need for all parties to engage with 
the ongoing mediation eff orts 
in a way that paves the way for 
addressing the root causes of the 
crisis via dialogue and peaceful 
means, through to reaching 
a sustainable agreement that 
prevents re-ignition of the crisis. 
The prime minister also received a 
phone call from Egyptian Minister 
of Foreign Aff airs, Immigration, and 
Egyptian Expatriates Aff airs Badr 
Abdelaaty.

The two sides touched on bilateral 
relations and ways to support 
and strengthen them. They also 
discussed developments in the 
region, particularly those related 
to the ceasefire between the US 
and Iran, and eff orts aimed at de-
escalation to enhance security and 
stability in the region.
The prime minister underscored the 
need for all parties to engage with 
the ongoing mediation eff orts to 
pave the way for addressing the root 
causes of the crisis through peaceful 
means and dialogue. (QNA)

Important to back mediation, Important to back mediation, 
PM tells Saudi, Egyptian FMsPM tells Saudi, Egyptian FMs

Captain Akram Afif lifts the Qatar Stars League (QSL) shield as Al Sadd players and team off icials celebrate 
following their 3-2 win over Al Shamal in the final round of the league at Jassim Bin Hamad Stadium in 
Doha yesterday. PICTURE: Noushad Thekkayil Sport Page 1

QSL triumph for Al SaddQSL triumph for Al Sadd

By A Staff  Reporter
Doha

The Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education has announced 
revised school hours at government 
institutions, taking eff ect from 
Sunday, May 3, until June 3.
Under the temporary timetable, 
the school day will begin at 7am 
across all levels. Dismissal times 
will vary by stage: kindergartens 
will close at 12:00, primary schools 
at 12:30pm, and preparatory and 
secondary schools at 12:45pm on 
most days of the week.
In a statement, the ministry said the 
adjustment is designed to better 

align the school day with seasonal 
weather conditions as temperatures 
rise across the country. It added 
that the change will not aff ect 
the number of teaching periods, 
ensuring academic requirements 
remain unchanged.
Administrative and teaching staff  
will follow a slightly extended 
schedule, working from 7am to 
1:15pm to maintain the smooth 
running of schools and continuity 
of learning.
The revised timetable comes as 
students prepare for end-of-term 
examinations, which are scheduled 
to begin on June 4, in line with the 
off icial academic calendar for the 
2025-2026 school year.

School hours revised to beat heat

Qatar unveils new rules
By Santhosh V Perumal
Business Reporter

In a far reaching move, Qa-
tar is regulating the delivery 
and service activities through 

digital platforms and applica-
tions to prevent monopolistic 
practices and ensure consumer 
protection.

In this regard, the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry (MoCI) 
has issued a guideline directed 
at delivery companies, retail 
outlets, and supporting service 
providers, keeping pace with the 
sector’s rapid growth.

This guideline, which is 
grounded in the legislative 
framework related to competi-
tion protection, prevention of 
monopolistic practices, and con-
sumer protection, will enhance 
effi  ciency and reinforce a busi-
ness environment built on trans-
parency and fair competition.

It aims to establish a clear 
structure governing the relation-
ship between digital platforms and 
applications, providers, and con-
sumers, while precisely defi ning 
rights and obligations in a way that 
reduces unfair practices, strength-
ens trust in digital commerce, and 
supports the growth and sustain-
ability of small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) amid the ex-
panding delivery sector.

It affi  rms pricing freedom for 
providers, allowing restaurants 
to adopt one price list for deliv-
ery platforms and another for in-
store use.

Pricing remains the exclusive 
right of the provider after ap-
proval of price lists by the minis-
try, while platforms are prohib-
ited from imposing or modifying 
prices or discounts without ex-
plicit consent, and from unifying 
or restricting pricing.

Setting out the parameters for 
delivery service pricing, permit-
ting platforms to determine the 
cost of delivering products to 
consumers, provided that such 
pricing is fair and maintains the 
public interest. It said full and 
transparent disclosure of all fees 
and commissions in contracts 
between delivery platforms and 
restaurants is required, with a 
clear prohibition on hidden or 
undisclosed charges.

It further regulates cancella-
tion and refund policies based on 
assigning responsibility accord-
ing to fault, ensuring that con-
sumers bear no cost before order 
preparation, and only the actual 
cost after preparation, without 
additional fees.

In the area of paid advertis-
ing, platforms and digital appli-

cations are required to disclose 
when the ranking of providers, 
such as restaurants and stores, 
results from paid promotion.

Disclosure of the general cri-
teria governing provider ranking, 
such as geographical distance, 
ratings, delivery time, and ex-
ecution accuracy, is also man-
dated, alongside a prohibition on 
discriminatory practices or arbi-
trary restrictions on visibility. 

The guideline addresses un-
received cash orders by intro-
ducing prior order confi rmation 
mechanisms and defi ning re-
sponsibility, with liability dis-
tributed between the provider 
and the platform based on the 
reason for non-receipt, and al-
lowing for restrictions on con-
sumers who repeatedly cancel. 
To Page 6

MoCI bars price-fixing, hidden fees; 
safeguards SMEs and consumers

Qatar plays stabilising role 
in global economy: Envoy
By Peter Alagos
Business Editor

Qatar plays a pivotal role as a 
stabilising actor in the glo-
bal economy, particularly 

in ensuring energy security and 
market stability, Malaysia’s am-
bassador to Qatar has said.

At the same time, ambassador 
Faizal Razali noted that Qatar has 
positioned itself as a key mediator 
and advocate for the Global South, 
promoting dialogue and peaceful 
resolution of confl icts.

Both Malaysia and Qatar are 
strong advocates of a rules-based 
multilateral trading system, cen-
tred on the World Trade Organi-
sation (WTO), Razali said, adding 
that both countries support open, 

fair, and non-discriminatory trade 
and uphold these principles in their 
regional and global engagements.

“At the regional level, Malay-
sia and Qatar can serve as bridges 
between Asean (Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations) and the 
Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC). 

Both countries occupy strategic 
geographic positions and maintain 
strong connectivity with their re-
spective regions,” Razali told Gulf 
Times in an exclusive interview.

In light of the evolving geopo-
litical landscape, the ambassador 
said there is a need for Malaysia 
and Qatar to deepen strategic co-
ordination, particularly in trade, 
supply chains, and economic re-
silience.

He pointed to the Asean-GCC-
China Summit, held in Kuala 
Lumpur during Malaysia’s Asean 
chairmanship in 2025 and attended 
by His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, as 
refl ecting a growing inter-regional 
economic partnership and shared 
commitment towards deeper co-
operation. To Page 11

Malaysian ambassador Faizal 
Razali.

By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

Qatar’s small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) have emerged 
as a powerhouse of the country’s 
economic diversification drive, 
accounting for between 15% and 
17% of non-oil GDP and posting 
annual growth of around 6% — a 
performance that has placed 
Qatar consistently among the 

top 10 economies in the Global 
Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM) 
rankings over the past five years.
According to a Qatar TV report, 
the sector’s strong showing has 
been buoyed by accelerating 
digital transformation and 
an expansion of government 
financing channels directed at 
smaller firms.
SMEs now represent some 97% of 
all private sector companies and 
establishments in Qatar, with their 

numbers estimated at around 
71,000, spanning information 
technology, real estate, tourism, 
commerce and a host of other 
economic activities.
To preserve this momentum, 
Qatar is rolling out a fresh raft of 
plans, initiatives and measures 
aimed at sustaining the high 
tempo recorded by the sector 
under the GEM report.
Central to this push is the Third 
National Development Strategy 

(NDS3) for 2024-2030, launched 
in January 2024, which sets 
ambitious targets to deepen 
and sustain the country’s 
entrepreneurship ecosystem. 
The strategy seeks to lift SMEs’ 
share of total GDP, channel some 
7% of credit to these firms, and 
ensure that 70% of venture capital 
is supplied through the private 
sector. It also aims to allocate 
around 0.1% of total GDP to 
financing SMEs.

The initiatives set to be rolled 
out by the government include 
programmes to accelerate the 
digital transformation of SMEs, 
fresh regulations governing 
alternative finance, a review 
of public-private partnership 
frameworks, improved access to 
capital markets, and an expansion 
of bank credit — alongside other 
practical measures designed to 
sustain growth in this vital sector. 
To Page 6

Qatar holds firm in GEM top 10 as SMEs power non-oil growth
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
sent yesterday a cable of congratulations to the Neth-
erlands’s King Willem-Alexander on the occasion of his 

country’s National Day.
His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 

al-Thani sent a similar cable of congratulations to King Willem-
Alexander.

Meanwhile, HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani 
sent a cable of congratulations to the Netherlands’s Prime Minister 
Rob Jetten on the occasion. – QNA

Amir, Deputy Amir congratulate 
Dutch monarch on National Day

OFFICIAL

Amir congratulates S Africa 
leader on nation’s Freedom Day

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani 
sent yesterday a cable of congratulations to South Africa’s 
President Cyril Ramaphosa on the occasion of his coun-

try’s Freedom Day.
His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-

Thani sent a similar cable of congratulations to the South African 
president.

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani also sent a cable 
of congratulations to Ramaphosa on the occasion of South Africa’s 
Freedom Day. – QNA

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
sent yesterday a cable of congratulations to Sierra Leone’s 
President Dr Julius Maada Bio, on the occasion of his coun-

try’s Independence Day.
His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al-

Thani sent a similar cable of congratulations to the Sierra Leonean 
leader.

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani also sent a ca-
bles of congratulations to Dr Maada Bio on the occasion of Sierra 
Leone’s Independence Day. – QNA

Amir sends congratulations to 
Sierra Leone’s President Bio

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
sent a cable of congratulations yesterday Togo’s President 
Jean-Lucien Savi de Tove on the anniversary of his coun-

try’s Independence Day.
His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 

al-Thani sent a similar cable of congratulations to the Togo 
president.

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani meanwhile sent 
a cable of congratulations to Togo’s Prime Minister Faure Essoz-
imna Gnassingbe on the occasion of the country’s Independence 
Day. – QNA

Amir congratulates Togo leader 
on nation’s Independence Day

HE the Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Dr 
Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi met yester-
day with UN Under-Secretary-General for Peace Operations 
Jean-Pierre Lacroix, who is currently visiting the country.
They discussed co-operation, relations between Qatar and 
the United Nations, and ways to support and strengthen 
them.
Developments in the work of peacekeeping forces in Leba-
non and the Democratic Republic of the Congo were also 
discussed, along with issues of mutual interest.
Lacroix praised the role played by Qatar in mediation and 
the peaceful resolution of international disputes, in pursuit 
of international peace and security. – QNA

Al-Khulaifi meets UN under-secretary-general Lacroix

The Primary Health Care Corporation 
(PHCC) has underscored the importance 
of fostering safe and healthy working en-

vironments to protect staff  and ensure continu-
ity of services, marking the World Day for Safety 
and Health at Work observed annually on April 
28.

The organisation said the occasion is aimed 
at raising awareness of preventing occupational 
injuries and accidents, while promoting a cul-
ture of safety that extends beyond physical pro-
tection to include employees’ psychological and 
social wellbeing.

The director of the PHCC’s Occupational 
Health and Safety, Dr Maryam al-Muslemani, 
said that in light of the current regional situation 
and development, the organisation has adapted 
this year’s theme to focus on emergency readi-

ness under the slogan Ready and Safe.
She noted that preparedness is no longer op-

tional, particularly in critical sectors such as 
healthcare, emphasising the need for regular 
staff  training on emergency response proce-
dures.

Clear guidance and easy access to information 
during crises, Dr al-Muslemani said, are essen-
tial to safeguarding lives.

She also highlighted the importance of psy-
chological support as a core pillar of workplace 
safety, especially during emergencies.

Exposure to stressful situations, Dr al-Mus-
lemani pointed out, can have lasting eff ects on 
staff , including anxiety, stress and sleep distur-
bances, potentially impacting their perform-
ance.

She called for comprehensive mental health 

support systems, including confi dential com-
munication channels, counseling services be-
fore, during and after emergencies, and fostering 
a workplace culture built on empathy and mu-
tual support.

Leadership, Dr al-Muslemani added, plays a 
crucial role in providing reassurance, maintain-
ing clear communication and recognising staff  
eff orts.

Integrating psychological support into emer-
gency planning, she said, strengthens institu-
tional resilience, reduces long-term impacts of 
crises, and helps employees return more quickly 
to stable performance levels.

Ensuring a safe working environment is a 
shared responsibility, the offi  cial stressed, re-
quiring collective commitment across all levels 
of an organisation. – QNA

PHCC emphasis on making 
workplaces Ready and Safe

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani received a 
phone call yesterday from Senagal’s Prime Minister Ousmane 

Sonko to discuss bilateral ties and regional developments.
They reviewed co-operation between Doha and Dakar, and explored 

ways to strengthen and expand their partnership.
They also discussed the latest developments in the region, partic-

ularly those related to a ceasefi re between the US and Iran as well as 
ongoing eff orts to de-escalate tensions and enhance regional security 
and stability.

HE Sheikh Mohammed stressed the importance of all parties engaging 
constructively with mediation eff orts, saying this would help address the 
root causes of the crisis through dialogue and peaceful means.

He added that such engagement could pave the way for a lasting 
agreement that would prevent a renewed escalation in tensions. – 
QNA

PM discusses Iran-US ceasefire with Senegal counterpart



4 Gulf Times
Tuesday, April 28, 2026

QATAR

Landmark Group has announced 
Abeer Kamal Hassan Ahmed as 
the winner of the GWM Tank 500, 

awarded as part of its “Ramadan Shop 
& Win Promotion”, sponsored by GWM 
Teyseer Motors.

The promotion ran throughout the holy 
month of Ramadan.

Participants had the opportunity to enter 
the draw by shopping at Landmark Group’s 
extensive portfolio of leading retail brands, 
including Centrepoint, Home Centre, 

MAX, Home Box, Shoexpress, Emax, Baby-
shop, Splash, Shoe Mart, and Lifestyle.

The offi  cial key handover ceremony was 
held at Al Asmakh Mall. 

The vehicle was presented to the win-
ner by senior vice-president and territory 
head – Landmark Group Qatar Shumalan, 
alongside Makram al-Rassamny, division 
manager – GWM at Teyseer Motors.

Teyseer Motors head of marketing Ab-
hishek Basu was also present at the cer-
emony.

andmark Group has announced MAX Home Box Shoexpress Emax Baby-

Landmark announces winner of GWM Tank Landmark announces winner of GWM Tank 
500 in ‘Ramadan Shop & Win Promotion’500 in ‘Ramadan Shop & Win Promotion’

Qatar News Agency (QNA) 
director-general Ahmed bin 
Saeed al-Rumaihi met yesterday 
with Kyrgyztan’s ambassador to 
Qatar Aibek Toktobolotov. The 
meeting discussed aspects of 
joint co-operation in the field of 
media. – QNA

Director-general 
of QNA meets 
Kyrgyz envoy

The Centre for Empowerment and Care of the 
Elderly (Ehsan) received a delegation from the 
National Human Rights Committee (NHRC), 

led by NHRC Secretary-General Sultan bin Hassan al-
Jamali, during a visit to the Elderly Council at Katara 
Cultural Village.

The visit aimed at strengthening co-operation and 
reviewing Ehsan’s eff orts in empowering senior per-
sons and promoting their rights.

The delegation toured the Elderly Council and was 
briefed on programmes and initiatives focused on im-
proving quality of life, encouraging community par-
ticipation, and raising awareness of seniors-related 
issues.

Accordingly, both sides discussed ways to enhance 
partnership, exchange expertise in awareness and 
education, and adopt best practices that support the 
status and rights of senior persons in society.

Ehsan executive director Manal Ahmed al-Mannai 

said that the visit refl ects stronger institutional co-
ordination and supports national eff orts to empower 
and protect elderly rights, highlighting ongoing pro-
gramme development in co-operation with various 
entities.

Al-Jamali praised Ehsan’s role, stressing that senior 
persons in Qatar receive priority care and are deeply 
respected culturally, religiously, and legally.

He welcomed stronger collaboration and proposed 
formalising co-operation through a memorandum of 
understanding to establish strategic, long-term co-
ordination.

NHRC delegation 
visits Elderly 
Council at Katara

QatarDebate Centre, a member of Qa-
tar Foundation for Education, Science 
and Community Development (QF), has 

concluded the QatarDebate Open (3v3) Cham-
pionship, hosted by the University of Doha for 
Science and Technology (UDST), with wide par-
ticipation from leading educational institutions 
in the country.

The centre said yesterday that the champi-
onship saw fi erce competition among 22 teams 
representing nine educational institutions, 
comprising 33 debaters and 32 adjudicators.

Participating in this year’s championship 
were Qatar University, Georgetown University in 
Qatar, Doha University of Science and Technol-
ogy, Texas A&M University at Qatar (TAMUQ), 
Carnegie Mellon University in Qatar, DPS Mod-
ern Indian School, DPS Monarch International 
School, the Lebanese School in Qatar, and Team 
Qatar.

The tournament rounds addressed a range 
of vital and current issues, namely the role of 
academic prestige in university choices, govern-
ment support for elderly care, and critiques of 
knowledge economy careers.

Advanced rounds tackled complex issues such 
as online trading platforms, environmental jus-
tice, and narratives around illness and recovery.

In terms of results, the UDST claimed the 
championship title.

The team comprised students Zaid Zubair 
Maloul, Asiyil Alaswad and Qass Behzad.

The TAMUQ team, which came in second, 
comprised of Mohammed Bakri, Rhee Jeremiah 
Costan and Aiman Mohammed Ali.

In the individual awards, Asiyil Alaswad was 
named Best Finals Speaker, while Mohamed 
Bakri and Victoria Honoridez took Best Speaker 
Overall honours.

In the Schools Category, DPS Modern Indian 
School secured fi rst place, with another team 
from the same school as runner-up.

Saara Bhardwaj won both Best Finals Speaker 
and Best Speaker Overall in the schools division.

At the conclusion of the competition, winners 
were honoured by QatarDebate communications 
manager Reem al-Mosallam and UDST Student 
Engagement manager Eman al-Sharshani.

This championship is part of QatarDebate’s 
eff orts to cultivate a culture of constructive dia-
logue and refi ne critical thinking skills among 
young people. – QNA

UDST, DPS 
Modern Indian 
School win 
QatarDebate 
championship

As Qatar marks World Im-
munisation Week from 
April 24-30, the Minis-

try of Public Health (MoPH) has 
highlighted the importance of 
getting the routine vaccines on 
time and urged the public to make 
sure not to miss it.

In a number of social media 
messages, the ministry noted 
that it is a commitment on the 
part of the public to get admin-
istered with the necessary vac-
cinations. 

“Do not miss your routine vac-
cinations,” the MoPH said. “Your 
commitment to vaccination pro-
tects you and your family from 
preventable diseases.”

Held under the theme For every 
generation, vaccines work, the 
World Immunisation Week is fo-
cusing this year on strengthening 
vaccination services and raising 
awareness.

The campaign emphasises the 
critical role of vaccines in pro-
tecting people of all ages.

The MoPH, in collaboration 
with the Hamad Medical Cor-
poration (HMC) and the Pri-
mary Health Care Corporation 
(PHCC), emphasises that high 
coverage of vaccination is essen-
tial to maintaining public health.

The current campaign high-
lights the need for vaccinations 
across all age groups, including 
children, pregnant women, and 
the elderly.

The MoPH is organising spe-
cialised training to enhance the 
capacity of healthcare facilities to 
expand essential immunisation 
services.

As Qatar’s immunisation pro-
gramme is aligned with the glo-
bal Immunisation Agenda 2030, 
the initiative aims to enhance 
community awareness regarding 
the importance of vaccination to 
prevent the resurgence of pre-
ventable diseases.

Qatar’s expanded programme 
on immunisation is recognised 
as one of the leading national 

immunisation programmes in 
the Eastern Mediterranean re-
gion.

It provides a comprehensive 
range of vaccines for children and 
adults, protecting against more 
than 16 diseases.

The programme has success-
fully achieved and sustained high 
national coverage rates above 
90% for most essential vaccines, 
contributing eff ectively to the 
eradication of polio and the sig-
nifi cant control of diseases such 
as measles and rubella.

A PHCC study recently pub-
lished on the Qatar Medical 
Journal noted that vaccine-pre-
ventable diseases remain a public 
health concern despite the coun-
try’s high immunisation cover-
age.

The study, Geographic and 
age-specifi c trends in vaccine-
preventable diseases in Qatar, 
found out that age-specifi c dis-
parities in vaccine-preventable 
diseases incidence were noted 

in the country, with the highest 
burden among children under 
fi ve years and in the Western re-
gion.

It has also highlighted that 
there is a need to sustain high 
vaccination coverage, enhance 
parent focused health education, 
strengthen surveillance to detect 
immunity gaps and improve data 
linkage.

In line with World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) policies and 
guidance, the MoPH’s Depart-
ment of Health Protection and 
Communicable Disease Con-
trol has developed a package of 
awareness activities emphasising 
the importance of vaccination 
across all age groups.

These activities highlight the 
need for parents to ensure that 
children complete all scheduled 
doses on time, while also stress-
ing the importance of adults re-
ceiving the recommended vac-
cines appropriate to each stage 
of life.

MoPH urges public 
to get their routine 
vaccines on time
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

Qatar Airways has announced the 
resumption of daily fl ights to 
Bahrain and Kozhikode, India, 

starting May 1, as part of its ongoing ef-
forts to reinstate its global network.

In a statement released yesterday, 
Qatar Airways confi rmed that this an-
nouncement follows the airline’s recent 
resumption of daily fl ights to Dubai and 
Sharjah, which began April 23, and to 

Damascus, Syria, starting May 1.
The statement added that building 

on this momentum, Qatar Airways is 
advancing the phased restoration of its 
global network.

The airline advised passengers to 
visit the Qatar Airways website or app 
and ensure their contact information is 
up to date, noting that passengers with 
tickets issued for travel between Febru-

ary 28 and September 15, 2026, are eligi-
ble for several options.

These options include complimen-
tary date changes to a new travel date up 
to October 31, 2026 when rebooking on 
fl ights operated by Qatar Airways, sub-
ject to availability and fare seasonality.

Passengers can also receive a refund 
of the unused ticket value, subject to 
standard fare rules.

Refunds may take up to 28 working 
days to be processed.

The statement further indicated 
that if a fl ight changes occur, passen-
gers can still make additional booking 
changes free of charge until October 31, 
2026, maintaining their original class of 
travel, irrespective of fare seasonality, 
in addition to receiving a refund of any 
unused ticket value. – QNA

Qatar Airways to resume daily fl ights to Bahrain, Kozhikode

Off icials and competitors of the QatarDebate Open (3v3) Championship, hosted by the UDST.
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Qatar-led initiative spurs global day to raise awareness of uveitis

A Qatar-based ophthalmology body has 
launched an international initiative to 
establish a global awareness day for 

uveitis, a potentially sight-threatening con-
dition if left untreated. The Qatar Society of 
Ophthalmology (QSO) announced the ini-
tiative in co-operation with the Saudi Oph-
thalmological Society and the Saudi Uveitis 
Society, aiming to unify international eff orts 
and raise public awareness of the disease. 
An international virtual meeting was held to 

mark the launch, bringing together experts 
from 25 countries, including representatives 
from Europe, Asia, the Middle East and the 
Americas. Participants emphasised the im-
portance of strengthening global collabora-
tion to improve diagnosis, treatment, and 
patient support, as well as to reduce compli-
cations and prevent vision loss.

The meeting endorsed the second week-
end of April each year as World Uveitis Day, 
with a focus on promoting early detection, 

advancing research, and enhancing medi-
cal training. Dr Zamzam al-Baker, a senior 
ophthalmology consultant and chair of the 
initiative’s founding committee, told Qatar 
News Agency (QNA) that the Qatari-led 
eff ort had gained strong backing from re-
gional and international partners, refl ect-
ing growing global co-operation in tackling 
the condition. Discussions also highlighted 
awareness activities in Qatar, including 
the role of Hamad Medical Corporation in 

treating complex eye conditions through 
a multidisciplinary approach aligned with 
international standards. Speakers noted 
that uveitis -- an infl ammation aff ect-
ing the middle layer of the eye, including 
the iris, ciliary body and choroid-can lead 
to permanent visual impairment if not di-
agnosed and treated early. Symptoms such 
as eye redness, pain, light sensitivity and 
blurred vision require prompt medical at-
tention. (QNA)

Qatar attends OECD Skills Summit in Istanbul
QNA
Istanbul

Qatar participated in the Or-
ganization for Economic 
Co-operation and Devel-

opment (OECD) Skills Summit in 
Istanbul, held under the theme 
‘Unlocking Talent Across Gen-
erations’, featuring ministers of 
labour, senior offi  cials, and inter-
national experts. HE Minister of 
Labour, Dr Ali bin Samikh al-Marri 
chaired Qatar’s delegation to the 
Summit.

The two-day summit brings to-
gether policymakers to exchange 
experience and best practice on 
education, vocational training and 
labour market development, as 
governments respond to structural 
shifts driven by digital transfor-
mation, artifi cial intelligence and 

the transition to a green economy. 
These developments are reshap-
ing labour markets and redefi ning 
skills requirements across sectors.

Qatar’s participation in the 2026 
edition follows an OECD invitation 
to selected non-member coun-
tries, refl ecting its expanding en-
gagement in international dialogue 
on labour market governance and 
skills policy. 

In a ministerial session, HE 
Dr al-Marri said the summit ad-
dressed one of the most press-
ing global challenges: developing 
skills and empowering individuals 
across all stages of life amid rapid 
demographic and technological 
change.

He underlined that Qatar places 
investment in human capital at the 
top of its national priorities, not-
ing that this approach has been 
translated into a comprehensive 

package of labour market reforms 
aimed at promoting fair employ-
ment, enhancing workforce ef-
fi ciency, attracting skilled labour 
and improving working condi-
tions, in line with the Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030.

On rethinking education and 
training, HE the Minister of Labour 

said that Qatar was strengthen-
ing alignment between education 
outputs and labour market needs 
through expanded vocational and 
technical training systems and 
deeper private sector partnerships, 
to equip workers for digital and 
green economy transitions.

With regard to adult skill de-

velopment, HE the Minister high-
lighted the special attention the 
Ministry of Labour attaches to 
continuous training and upskilling 
programmes designed to improve 
productivity and employability. 
On labour market inclusion, HE 
the Minister noted eff orts to in-
crease women’s participation in 
the labour market, strengthen la-
bour rights protections, improve 
dispute resolution mechanisms, 
and enhance wage protection sys-
tems.

He added that Qatar introduced 
various reforms in recent years 
including the Wage Protection 
System, a non-discriminatory 
minimum wage, labour mobility 
allowing workers to change em-
ployers, the establishment of Qa-
tar Visa Centers (QVCs), and the 
Workers’ Support and Insurance 
Fund.

HE Minister of Labour Dr Ali bin 
Samikh al-Marri met separately 
with Finland’s Minister of 
Employment, Matti Mattila, 
and UK Minister of State at 
the Department for Work and 
Pensions, Dame Diana Johnson, 
on the sidelines of the OECD 
Skills Summit 2026 currently 
being held in Istanbul. The 
meetings reviewed bilateral co-
operation in the labour sector 
and ways to further strengthen 
and expand co-operation. 
(QNA)

Labour minister meets Finnish and UK counterparts

From Page 1

It also emphasises the regula-
tion of promotional off ers and 
discounts, requiring that they be 
licensed by the MoCI, genuine 
and not misleading, with clear 
display of prices before and after 
the discount, and adherence to 
the specifi ed duration.

Obligations of providers are 
outlined, including adherence 
to announced prices, prohibi-
tion of additional charges upon 
delivery, disclosure of prepara-
tion time, and ensuring product 
quality and safety, it said.

The guideline further de-
fines the responsibilities of 
delivery personnel, including 
adherence to timelines, main-
taining order safety, demon-
strating proper conduct, and 
prohibiting the imposition 
of any additional charges on 
consumers, it added.

Qatar unveils 
new rules

From Page 1

Qatar Development Bank, 
meanwhile, has notched several 
key milestones in supporting 
and encouraging SMEs through 
its distinctive and innovative 
financing solutions and the 
specialised advisory services it 
has extended to stakeholders 
over the years.
Qatar’s National Entrepreneurial 
Context Index, which gauges 
the strength of entrepreneurial 
framework conditions, 
registered a score of 6.0 in 
2023, up from 5.5 in 2021.
The country’s private 
sector is poised for robust 
expansion across multiple 
economic fields, in line with 
national plans to deepen its 
engagement across industries 
including food and beverage, 
pharmaceuticals and consumer 
goods, alongside services and 
retail.

Qatar holds 
firm in GEM 
top 10 as SMEs 
power non-oil 
growth
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Israeli strikes hit east Lebanon
Reuters
Beirut 

The Israeli military began 
carrying out  strikes in east-
ern Lebanon yesterday, ex-

panding the scope of its bombing 
campaign during a ceasefi re that 
 has failed to fully halt hostilities 
with  Lebanese armed group Hez-
bollah.

The strikes on  Lebanon’s eastern 
Bekaa Valley marked the fi rst time 
the area has been hit since a US-
brokered ceasefi re came into force 
on April 16, signifi cantly reducing 
the pace of attacks without entirely 
stopping the exchanges of fi re.

Israel has continued to carry out 
strikes across southern Lebanon, 
and its troops are occupying a strip 
of the country’s south, destroying 
homes they describe as infrastruc-
ture being used by Hezbollah. The 
Iran-backed group, meanwhile, has 
kept up its drone and rocket attacks 
against Israeli troops in Lebanon 
and on northern Israel.

A  spokesperson for the Israeli 
military said it was beginning 
to strike Hezbollah infrastruc-
ture in the Bekaa as well as ar-
eas in southern Lebanon. Security 
sources told Reuters strikes had 
hit near the town  of Nabi Chit, 
near Lebanon’s eastern border 

with Syria, with  no immediate 
reports of casualties. Lebanon’s 
state media agency reported sev-
eral strikes across the  south that 
left at least three people wounded.

Hezbollah said yesterday it 
had attacked an Israeli tank in 
southern Lebanon with a drone. 

The Israeli military said a drone 
launched by Hezbollah exploded 
near its troops in southern Leba-
non, without causing casualties.

More than 2,500 people have 
been killed in Israeli strikes across 
Lebanon since Hezbollah’s attack 
on Israel on March 2 in support 

of its ally Iran that triggered an 
Israeli ground and air campaign 
which has left swathes of south-
ern Lebanon in ruins. The war 
has deepened diff erences among 
 people in Lebanon, who are di-
vided over  Hezbollah’s arms and 
over prospective peace talks with 

Israel. The Lebanese and Israeli 
ambassadors to the United States 
have met twice to discuss the 
ceasefi re, intended to pave the 
way for direct talks to secure a 
peace deal between the longtime 
foes. Hezbollah fi ercely opposes 
direct negotiations, with its head 
Naim Qassem describing the talks 
in a written statement yesterday 
as a “humiliating and unneces-
sary concession.” “Let it be clear, 
these direct negotiations and their 
outcomes are considered nonexist-
ent to us and do not concern us at 
all. We will continue  our defensive 
resistance for Lebanon and its peo-
ple,” Qassem said. 

Lebanese President Joseph Aoun 
has defended the government’s 
move to engage in face-to-face talks 
and yesterday made a jab at Hez-
bollah without naming the group. 
“What we are doing is not trea-
son; rather, treason is committed 
by whoever takes his country to 
war to achieve external interests,” 
he said in a statement released by 
his offi  ce, an apparent reference to 
Hezbollah’s decision to enter the 
regional war last month.

“Some hold us accountable for 
deciding to go to negotiations on 
the pretext  of the lack of  national 
consensus, and I ask: When you 
went to war, did you fi rst obtain na-
tional consensus?” Aoun said.

Smoke rises after explosions in southern Lebanon as seen from border in Israel yesterday. (Reuters)

Mali at risk of splintering after attacks
Reuters
Dakar

In simultaneous attacks 
launched on Saturday, an alli-
ance of Al Qaeda-linked mili-

tants and separatist rebels killed 
Mali’s defence minister, hit the 
capital’s airport and drove Rus-
sian soldiers out of a desert town 
over a thousand kilometres away.

The scale and the scope of the of-
fensive on multiple sites around the 
capital Bamako and at least three 
 towns across the vast West African 
country demonstrated an unprece-
dented ability to coordinate fi ghters 
from diff erent groups with diff erent 
goals and strike at the heart of the 
military  government.

Having cooperated loosely for 
years, the militants affi  liated with Al 
Qaeda  known as JNIM and Tuareg 
rebels who want to carve out an in-
dependent desert state in northern 
Mali are now openly talking about 
their alliance for  the fi rst time.

“It demonstrates reach,” said 
Justyna Gudzowska, executive di-
rector of The Sentry, an investiga-
tive and  policy group. “(It) tells eve-
ry Malian, every regional capital, 
and every foreign partner that JNIM 
can  operate at will inside the sup-
posedly secure heart of the state.” 
For now, the militants appear fo-
cused on consolidating their gains, 
recruiting fi ghters and gaining po-
litical traction in Mali — as rebels 
did in Syria — rather than carrying 
out attacks abroad or hitting foreign 
interests in the region.

But by killing Defence Minister 
Sadio Camara with a car bomb 
that fl attened his home, JNIM 
has removed a key leader, created 
a power vacuum and raised the 
prospect of a broader national im-
plosion, one senior diplomat said.

Mali’s military government has 
said the situation is under control 
though its head, Assimi Goita, has 
not been seen in public or made 
any statements since the attacks 
on Saturday.

Corinne Dufka, an expert on 
the Sahel region, said the weekend 

off ensive had moved the needle 
on JNIM’s military and political 
demands, exposed Mali’s intelli-
gence failures and the effi  cacy of 
its partnership with Russia, and 
also demonstrated the formidable 
military capacity of JNIM and its 
Tuareg allies.

Interlinked  insurgencies
It is far from clear how long the 

groups will be able to work to-
gether, nor how they might govern 
areas they want to control. But 
with Burkina Faso and Niger also 
fi ghting interlinked insurgences  
inspired by Al Qaeda and Islamic 
State, governments across the Sa-
hel are severely weakened.

“After nearly 20 years of mili-
tary interventions by the US, 
French, European, African and 
Russian partners, the jihadists 
have only multiplied their areas 
of operation,” Dufka said, adding 
that if the situation were to de-
teriorate and the jihadist groups 
veered from their current local 
agenda, they might eventually 
threaten Europe and the US.

Tuareg separatists and Al  Qae-
da-linked militants fi rst swept 
across Mali in 2012, triggering a 
French military intervention that 
drove them back to their  desert 

bases — at least at fi rst.
Thousands of UN peacekeepers 

deployed to Mali and the US set up 
a $100 mn drone base in Niger to 
monitor  the desert.

However, the militants re-
grouped, carrying out hit-and-
run attacks in Mali and expanding 
into Burkina Faso and Niger.

Frustrated by losses, military 
offi  cials seized power in all three 
countries and promised to restore 
security. They expelled UN and 
Western forces and sought mili-
tary help from Russia. But over the 
last year, militants have imposed a 
siege around Bamako, controlling 
the fl ow of fuel to the capital.

On Saturday, Bamako residents 
reported seeing militants on mo-
torbikes moving freely on the 
outskirts of the capital in broad 
daylight for the fi rst time. They 
left hours later, but the damage 
had been done and the message 
was clear.

“This is a massive operation, 
both in terms of the kind of scope 
and size and the extent of the 
coordinated attacks across the 
country,” said Andrew Lebovich, 
research fellow at Clingendael’s 
Confl ict Research Unit. “This took 
a lot of planning, a lot of money, a 
lot of logistical support.”

Yvan Guichaoua, a Sahel spe-
cialist at German research centre 
bicc, said the attacks on military 
and government targets were in-
tended to “decapitate” leadership 
and paralyse the chain of com-
mand and decision making.

While the military was scram-
bling to defend Bamako, the in-
surgent alliance launched simul-
taneous attacks on at least three 
other towns, leaving security 
forces thinly spread.

Military bases in Sevare, in 
the middle of Mali, and Gao, the 
north’s biggest town, came under 
attack  for hours. And by Satur-
day afternoon, Tuareg separa-
tist group the Azawad Liberation 
Front (FLA),  had raised its fl ag in 
Kidal, a town near the border with 
Algeria considered the spiritual 
home of the Tuareg dream to carve 
out a state in the Sahara.

The seizure of Kidal reversed 
one of the few tangible gains the 
government made in 2023, when it 
drove the FLA rebels from the town 
with Russian military backing.

Leaning on Moscow
Since expelling French and UN 

troops, Mali has leaned heavily 
on Moscow for military support, 
initially from Wagner and more 
recently with troops from Africa 
Corps, a force more closely linked 
to the Russian government.

There are currently about 2,500 
Russians deployed across 20 bases 
in Mali, according to Investiga-
tions with Impact (INPACT), a 
group that examines Russian op-
erations. 

Russian troops deploy along-
side Mali’s army although there 
have been tensions between the 
two forces and the attacks over 
the weekend showed the limita-
tions of this support.

The FLA said on Sunday that 
Russian troops were withdrawing 
from the city after they reached an 
agreement. 

Videos on social media showed 
a convoy of trucks carrying for-
eign soldiers driving through the 
town’s sandy streets.

INPACT said about 200 Rus-
sians had left Kidal. Russia’s for-
eign ministry said Saturday’s at-
tack had been repelled and eff orts 
to eliminate the insurgents were 
ongoing. But it remains  unclear 
where the fi ghting leaves Russia’s 
commitment to Mali.

After maintaining an ambigu-
ous relationship for years — co-
operating at times despite their 
contradictory ambitions — the 
FLA and JNIM have now publicly 
joined forces. “They are 100% to-
gether, at least on a tactical level,” 
said Guichaoua. “Attacks per-
petrated in the north are led by 
the FLA and attacks in the centre 
and the south are carried out by 
JNIM.”

The cooperation, built largely 
on pragmatism, combines their 
pool of fi repower and men and 
ensures representation from a 
wide range of ethnic communities 
across Mali. In 2012, the move-
ments also worked together before 
clashing, with the jihadis routing 
the separatists. Guichaoua says 
JNIM remains the dominant force 
in the relationship.

“The alliance remains structur-
ally fragile,” said Djenabou Cisse, 
research fellow at the Foundation 
for Strategic Research think-tank 
in Paris. “The two actors pursue 
distinct, and in some respects in-
compatible, political projects.”

The FLA has long stressed it is 
a secular organisation seeking an 
independent state in the north 
and has previously worked with 
French forces fi ghting jihadists. 
As an Al Qaeda franchise, JNIM 
has pushed a jihadist agenda.

Dufka said JNIM appears in-
creasingly inspired by Syria’s 
transformation and is seeking to 
distance itself from its Al Qaeda 
core and “terrorist” label by gov-
erning  with parallel systems of 
justice, taxation and policing in  
areas it controls.

As a result, she urged interna-
tional actors to fi nd ways of en-
gaging in some kind of dialogue. 
“There appears to be no military 
solution to this confl ict,” she said.

A Malian soldier stands in position during an attack on Mali’s main 
military base Kati outside the capital Bamako on Saturday. (Reuters)

Plane crash in
South Sudan kills 14

A small plane crashed yesterday 
in South Sudan near Juba, killing 
all 13 passengers and the pilot, 
local off icials said. South Sudan — 
plagued by instability, conflict and 
poverty —witnesses frequent plane 
crashes due to overloading and 
bad weather. (AFP)

Leaders review 
Middle East crisis

Sultan Haitham bin Tariq of Oman 
held a call on yesterday with King 
Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa of Bahrain 
to discuss the latest developments 
in the region. The two leaders 
during the call stressed upon the 
need to intensify both regional 
and international eff orts to protect 
national interests and ensure 
safety of people, while resolving 
disputes through peaceful 
diplomatic means in accordance 
with international law. (QNA)

Bahrain has revoked the citi-
zenship of 69  people over 
what the country described 

as sympathy with Iran’s hostile 
 acts and collaboration with for-
eign entities, the kingdom’s  inte-
rior ministry said  in a statement.

The ministry  said that the 69 
people including family members 
of accused individuals were all of 
non-Bahraini origin.“The Bah-
raini nationality has been revoked 
from those individuals for glori-
fying or sympathising with the 
hostile Iranian acts, or engaging 
in contacts with external parties,” 
the ministry said.

It said the  revocations had been 
carried out in accordance with royal 
directives from King Hamad bin Isa 
al-Khalifa and were based  on Arti-
cle 10/3 of the  Bahraini National-
ity Law. The article provides for the  
revocation of citizenship in cases of 
“causing harm to the interests of the 
kingdom or acting in a manner that 
contradicts the duty of loyalty to it.”

The interior ministry said the 
competent authorities were “con-
tinuing to study and review” who 
deserves Bahraini citizenship.

Sayed Ahmed Alwadaei, Advo-
cacy Director at the Britain-based 
Bahrain Institute for Rights  and 
Democracy (BIRD), condemned the 
move,  calling it “the beginning of a 
dangerous era of repression” and 
saying the decisions were “imposed 
without legal safeguards or any 
right of appeal.” BIRD said it was the 
fi rst such revocation of citizenship in 
Bahrain since 2019. Between 2012 and 
2019, Bahrain revoked the citizenship 
of at least 990 nationals, the  group 
said. Iran fi red at targets in Bahrain 
and other Gulf Arab states where 
the US has military bases after it 
was attacked on February 28.

Bahrain’s National Communi-
cation Centre did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment.  
(Reuters)

Bahrain 
revokes 
dozens of 
citizenships 
over Iran 
support

Teen among two 
killed in Gaza

A Palestinian was killed yesterday 
by Israeli forces in the southern 
Gaza Strip. Medical sources 
reported that the 31-year-old was 
shot in Khan Younis. Elsehwere, 
a 15-year-old boy was killed by 
Israelis in the Beit Lahia project in 
the northern Gaza Strip. (QNA)

Jet fuel crisis: A boon for Nigeria’s Dangote, but not for local airlines
Reuters
Lagos

Nigeria’s giant Dangote re-
finery is benefiting from 
record margins for pro-

ducing jet fuel that it is mostly 
selling abroad, while the domes-
tic airlines it also  supplies have 
threatened to stop flying because 
of the surge in fuel prices.

The refinery, the largest on 
the continent, was built to turn 
 Africa’s biggest oil producing 
country into a net exporter of re-
fined products, end Nigeria’s re-
liance on  fuel imports, and shield 
its economy from global energy 
 shocks.

It became fully operational at 
the start of  this year and is pro-
ducing at its maximum capacity 
of 650,000 barrels per day.

That has improved local fuel 
availability but domestic fuel 
prices are still among the high-
est in Africa as Nigeria’s market 
is fully deregulated, meaning fuel 

prices are not subsidised by the 
government as they are in most 
African countries.

The issue is further compli-
cated by the state oil company’s 
long-standing debt repayment 
agreements that mean Dangote 
has to import most of its crude 
oil, making it easier to balance its 
books if it sells abroad.

Industry body the Airline Op-

erators of Nigeria said prices, 
taking logistics and storage costs 
into account, have climbed to 
3,300 naira ($2.44)  per litre, 
nearly triple the level in February 
before the start of the Iran war.

Nigeria’s energy regulator 
said Dangote was selling jet fuel 
at 1,879 naira ($1.39) per litre, 
little changed from imported 
fuel prices of about 1,900 naira 

($1.41) per litre delivered to La-
gos earlier  this month. The Mid-
dle Eastern conflict has led to 
unprecedented energy disrup-
tion and  the risk of jet fuel short-
ages is pressing. Airlines around 
the world have hiked prices,  add-
ed fuel surcharges and grounded 
planes.

Nigerian airlines last week 
threatened to halt all flights, 

prompting the government on 
Thursday to approve measures 
including some relief on debts 
owed by local airlines and or-
dering talks to try to agree lower 
prices. Dangote, meanwhile, as 
a new, highly efficient refinery, 
has been able to take advantage 
of record margins for produc-
ing jet fuel from crude.Its profits 
could be even higher if it could 
rely on Nigerian crude and avoid 
almost all freight costs.

State oil firm, the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Company 
Limited’s joint-venture crude, 
however, is tied to oil-backed 
loans and pre-export deals. That 
means much of Nigeria’s roughly 
1.5 mn barrels per day of produc-
tion goes to paying debts to in-
ternational oil majors, banks and 
traders. The NNPC does not  dis-
close its obligations, but analysts 
estimate they amount  to about 
400,000 bpd.

Dangote Group Vice President 
Davekumar Edwin said Dangote 
imported most of its crude from 

the US, as well as some from oth-
er African producers and Brazil. 
He did not give precise figures.

He said the bulk of the 24 mn 
litres of jet fuel it produces daily 
was shipped to Europe, although 
he also said the refinery largely 
supplied the needs of Nigerian 
airlines, which the aviation in-
dustry estimates at about 2.1 mn 
litres per day.

As European buyers are will-
ing to pay a premium ahead of 
the peak demand summer travel 
season, European imports from 
Nigeria have averaged 78,000 to 
96,000 barrels per day in April 
so far, data from Kpler  and LSEG 
showed, the highest on record.

Alan Gelder, senior vice presi-
dent for refining, chemicals and 
oil markets at Wood Macken-
zie, said European refiners had 
earned about $15 per barrel. He 
estimated Dangote’s margins at 
more than double that as a result 
of access to Nigerian crude and 
the plant’s scale and sophistica-
tion.

A file photo of Dangote crude oil tank at Dangote Industries oil refinery and fertiliser plant site and and an 
aircraft at Murtala Muhammed International Airport in Lagos, Nigeria. (Reuters) 



China vows countermeasures if 
EU enacts ‘Made in Europe’ plan

AFP
Beijing

Beijing slammed yesterday 
an EU plan aimed to bol-
ster the bloc’s industries 

against fi erce competition from 
China, vowing countermeasures 
if it is enacted.

The EU unveiled in March 
new “Made in Europe” rules 
for companies trying to access 
public funds in strategic sec-
tors including cars, green tech 
and steel, obliging fi rms to meet 
minimum thresholds for EU-
made parts.

The proposal, held up for 
months by wrangling over the 
measures, is a key part of a Eu-
ropean Union drive to regain 
its competitive edge, reduce its 
industrial decline and stave off  
hundreds of thousands of job 
losses.

Beijing’s commerce ministry 
said yesterday that it had sub-
mitted comments to the Euro-
pean Commission on Friday, 
expressing China’s “serious 
concerns” regarding the act it 

called “systemic discrimina-
tion”.

“If the EU... presses ahead 
with the legislation, and thereby 
harms the interests of Chinese 
companies, China will have no 
choice but to take countermeas-
ures to fi rmly safeguard the le-
gitimate rights and interests of 
its enterprises,” the commerce 
ministry warned in a statement.

European businesses in many 
of the sectors concerned by the 
proposal have long lamented 
they face unfair competition 
from heavily subsidised Chinese 
rivals.

The EU proposal, formally 
known as the “Industrial Ac-
celerator Act”, implicitly targets 
Chinese makers of batteries and 
electric vehicles by requiring 
foreign fi rms to partner with 
European fi rms and pass on 
technological know-how when 
setting up shop in the bloc.

The Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce to the EU said this 
month the plan marked a shift 
towards protectionism that 
would aff ect trade co-operation 
between the EU and China.Kim Jong-un reaffirms support 

for Russia’s ‘sacred’ Ukraine war
AFP
Seoul

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un has reaffi  rmed 
Pyongyang’s support for 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, vow-
ing to help Moscow achieve victory 
in its “sacred” war, state media re-
ported yesterday.

Pyongyang has sent missiles, 
munitions and thousands of troops 
to assist Russia in Ukraine, and an-
alysts say Moscow is sending fi nan-
cial aid, military technology, food 
and energy to the diplomatically 
isolated country in return.

A string of high-level Russian of-
fi cials have visited North Korea in 
recent days, with Defence Minister 
Andrey Belousov meeting Kim on 
Sunday, according to offi  cial state-
ments.

North Korea “will as ever fully 
support the policy of the Russian 
Federation to defend the national 
sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and security interests”, Kim told 
Belousov, according to the Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA).

Kim expressed “belief that the 
Russian army and people would 
surely win a victory in the just sa-
cred war”, KCNA reported.

Both sides said their delegations 
had discussed deeper military ties, 
with Belousov saying Moscow was 
ready to sign a co-operation plan 
covering the period from 2027 to 
2031.

Kim, Belousov and Russian par-
liamentary speaker Vyacheslav 

Volodin also attended the opening 
ceremony of a memorial complex 
honouring North Korean soldiers 
killed in Ukraine.

In a speech, Kim paid tribute 
to their “unrivalled bravery, mass 
heroism, indomitable fi ghting spirit 
and noble sacrifi ce”, KCNA said.

He took part in a ceremony to 
bury the war dead, recalling their 
“last heroic moments” and covering 
the remains of a soldier with earth.

The inauguration also included a 
concert, a fi reworks display and an 
air force fl yover, KCNA reported.

The audience were moved by 
portrayals of “life-and-death 
bloody battles” and “death-defy-
ing hand-to-hand fi ghts and he-

roic suicidal explosions the young 
soldiers chose without hesitation”, 
it said.

North Korea and Russia signed 
a military treaty in 2024, obligat-
ing both states to provide military 
assistance “without delay” in the 
event of an attack on the other.

The opening of the memorial 
coincides with the fi rst anniver-
sary of Moscow’s recovery of parts 
of Kursk, a region in Russia where 
Ukraine launched a major counter-
off ensive starting in mid-2024.

North Korean soldiers were de-
ployed in the area to help beat back 
the Ukrainian advance.

In his meeting with Belousov, 
Kim hailed the “brilliant war re-

sults in liberating Kursk”, according 
to KCNA.

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
praised the “extraordinary bravery 
and genuine devotion” of North 
Korean troops in a letter to Kim that 
was published by KCNA.

Seoul estimates about 2,000 
North Koreans have been killed in 
the Ukraine war.

North Korean troops are said to 
have been instructed to kill them-
selves rather than be captured in 
battle.

Only two North Korean soldiers 
have been taken alive and are cur-
rently in custody of Ukrainian au-
thorities.

In contrast with its ties with Rus-
sia, North Korea has called South 
Korea its “most hostile” adversary 
despite Seoul’s eff orts at engage-
ment.

South Korean President Lee Jae-
myung said yesterday that it was 
“the destiny of both the South and 
the North to make the fl owers of 
peace bloom”.

He vowed to act “proactively” to 
restore trust with Pyongyang, add-
ing: “We hope the North will trust 
the sincerity of our government and 
respond in kind.”

Lee’s comments marked the an-
niversary of the 2018 inter-Korean 
summit, at which Kim and South 
Korea’s then-president Moon Jae-
in memorably crossed into the oth-
er country’s territory.

The summit yielded a declaration 
to work towards an offi  cial end to the 
Korean War, but was later suspend-
ed as bilateral tensions rose again.

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un walks with Russia’s Defence Minister 
Andrey Belousov and Russia’s State Duma Chairman Vyacheslav Volodin 
during the opening ceremony of the Memorial Museum of Combat Feats 
at the Overseas Military Operations honouring North Korean troops 
killed while fighting for Russia in the war against Ukraine, in Pyongyang. 
(Reuters)

US presses Taiwan parliament 
to pass defence budget

Reuters
Taipei

The  top US diplomat in 
Taiwan yesterday pressed 
the island’s opposition-

majority parliament  to pass 
a “comprehensive” defence 
budget, saying integrated  air 
and missile defence systems and 
 drones are critically important 
and in high demand globally.

Taiwan President Lai Ching-
te last year proposed $40bn in 
supplemental defence spending, 
covering not only new US weap-
ons but also homemade weap-
ons like drones, saying Taipei 
needs to more eff ectively deter 
the threat from China, which 
views the island as its own ter-
ritory.

Lai says only Taiwan’s people 
can decide the island’s future.

But talks in parliament to ad-
vance the proposal have stalled, 
with the main Kuomintang 
(KMT) opposition party say-
ing while they support defence  
spending, they won’t sign 
“blank cheques” and want more 
details from the government.

In an interview with Taiwan-
ese newspaper the China Times, 
Raymond Greene (pictured), 
the de facto US ambassador in 
Taipei, said  it was vital for Tai-
wan to pass a “comprehensive 
budget  package.”

“This would not only send a 
critical signal to the interna-
tional community,  but is also es-
sential for ensuring Taiwan ac-
quires the full range of defence 
capabilities it has requested,” he 
said.

While the US has already an-
nounced the sale of weapons 
including the Lockheed Martin-
made HIMARS multiple launch 
rocket system, Taiwan’s special 
defence budget also seeks inte-
grated air and missile defence 
systems and drones, among 
other things, Greene added.

“As evidenced on the bat-
tlefi elds of the Middle East and 
Ukraine, these systems are not 
only critically important but are 

also in extremely high demand 
worldwide,” said Greene, who 
is head of the American Insti-
tute  in Taiwan, which handles 
the unoffi  cial relations  between 
Washington and Taipei.

“The sooner the special de-
fence budget act passes, the bet-
ter,” he added.

Taiwan’s government has said 
delays to passing the budget 
could mean Taiwan risks losing 
its place in the production and 
delivery queue for US weapons.

Speaking at parliament on 
Monday, Defence Minister Wel-
lington Koo said the threat Tai-
wan faced was not just “random 
talk,” pointing to Chinese war-
ships spotted in recent days to 
the southwest of Taiwan’s Pen-
ghu islands in the Taiwan Strait.

“This is a  matter that bears on 
the very survival of our country,” 
he said, referring to the need to 
pass the defence spending leg-
islation.

The latest talks between the 
ruling and opposition parties 
on the budget ended yesterday 
without agreement, though 
KMT lawmaker Hsu Chiao-hsin 
suggested a fi gure of NT$800bn 
($25.46bn), closer to the gov-
ernment’s NT$1.25tn.

The next talks are set for May 6.
The US is Taiwan’s most im-

portant international backer and 
arms supplier and in December 
it unveiled an $11bn arms pack-
age,  the largest ever  for Taipei.

China has repeatedly de-
manded that the US stop selling 
weapons to Taiwan.

Clashes in Papua as hundreds 
protest military presence
Students and civilians clashed 
with law enforcement personnel 
in Indonesia’s insurgency-hit 
Papua yesterday during a 
protest attended by hundreds 
of  residents demanding the 
withdrawal of military personnel 
from  the region, a  police off icial 
said.
A military operation conducted 
 in the region earlier  this month 
allegedly resulted in  the death of 
15 people, including women and 
children.
The operation was carried out 
against armed separatists who 
have sought independence for 
the resource-rich Papua region 
since 1969, when a vote overseen 
by the UN brought it under 
Indonesian control following 
more than six decades of Dutch 
colonial rule.
The country’s  human rights 
watchdog last week confirmed 
the deaths and called for 
the government to review 
operations in the region.  The 
military has yet to acknowledge  
the casualties.
Yesterday, around 800 protesters 
rallied  in three locations in 
the capital of Papua province, 
Jayapura, before gathering in the 
city centre, said Cahyo Sukarnito, 

the spokesperson for the Papua 
provincial police.
They called on the government 
to withdraw the military from 
all of Papua’s six provinces, and 
ensure that decades of violence 
were brought to an end, Cahyo 
told Reuters, acknowledging that 
 the deaths during  recent military 
operations had sparked local 
anger.
Tear gas and a water cannon 
were deployed to disperse 
protesters in one location after 
they threw rocks at the police, 
Cahyo said. He said five police 
personnel were injured but there 
were no report of injuries among 
the protesters.
Footage from local media Tribun  
Papua showed police personnel 
in protective gear carrying 
batons as they approached the 
protesters. Once the clashes 
abated, the demonstrations 
continued peacefully and several 
regional lawmakers arrived on 
site to meet protesters and listen 
to their demands.
Papua is home to the world’s 
second-largest gold and copper 
mine, Grasberg, which is owned 
jointly by the  Indonesian 
government and  US mining giant 
Freeport. (Reuters)

Jailed ex-PM Najib withdraws appeal on house arrest
Jailed former Malaysian prime minister Najib Razak 
has withdrawn his appeal against a court ruling 
denying his request to serve the remainder  of his 
sentence at home, local media  The Edge reported 
yesterday,  citing court documents. Najib was found 
guilty of  a string of  graft off ences in connection to 
his  role in the multibillion-dollar 1MDB scandal.
Najib has been serving a six-year jail sentence 
since August 2022 after being convicted of graft 
and money laundering in one of several cases 
linked to the alleged theft of billions of dollars from 

1Malaysia Development Berhad — a state fund he 
helped establish in 2009 while he  was premier. 
The ex-premier launched a legal bid for home 
detention after his sentence was halved by a 
pardons board  decision chaired by Malaysia’s 
former king in 2024.
Najib insists the board’s decision was accompanied  
by an addendum order issued by the king that 
allowed him to serve the remainder of his jail 
term at home, which he alleges was ignored by 
authorities. 

The Kuala Lumpur High Court denied Najib’s 
house arrest bid on December 22, a decision that 
Najib subsequently appealed.  Najib has since 
withdrawn the appeal without liberty to file a fresh 
appeal, with  the Court of Appeal acknowledging 
the withdrawal, The Edge reported yesterday, 
citing letters from Najib’s lawyers and the court, 
dated April 3 and April 6 respectively. Najib’s 
lawyers and the Attorney General’s Chambers did 
not immediately respond to Reuters’ requests for 
comment. (Reuters)
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BJP gains ground in India’s upper house after lawmakers defect

Reuters
New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s BJP 
party strengthened its position in parlia-
ment’s upper house after seven opposi-

tion lawmakers joined it,  a parliamentary list 
showed yesterday, a  shift that could ease  the 
government’s passage of legislation.

All seven  defectors are from the  Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP), led by  one of Modi’s most high-
profile critics, Arvind Kejriwal. The party 
governs the northern state of Punjab and pre-
viously ran the national capital territory of 
Delhi.

The defections leave the AAP with just three 

seats in the Rajya Sabha house, while Modi’s 
Bharatiya Janata Party now has 113 members, 
10 short  of a simple majority in the 245-mem-
ber chamber. Modi’s broader National Demo-
cratic Alliance coalition holds about 140 seats 
in the  house, also known as the  Council of 
States.

Rajya Sabha members are elected for  six-
year terms by elected members of state legisla-
tures and federal territories with legislatures, 
using a proportional representation system. 
Modi’s coalition rules 19 of India’s 28 states 
and two of its three federal territories with 
legislatures.

The defectors include former Indian crick-
eter Harbhajan Singh and Raghav Chadha, the 
de facto leader of the group who gained promi-

nence by  raising middle-class concerns such 
 as the high cost of food at airports.

Chadha accused the party of being run by 
“corrupt and compromised” people. The AAP 
said the defectors were being opportunistic.

All but one of the former AAP members were 
elected from Punjab, where state polls are due 
next year and Modi’s party has never won a  
majority on its own. Several other AAP leaders, 
including Kejriwal, have faced court cases over 
corruption allegations.

A New Delhi court in February declined 
to proceed with a trial against Kejriwal and 
other party colleagues in one such case, 
which the AAP has described as politically 
motivated. The matter is now before a  higher 
court.

India names envoy to Bangladesh as ties thaw
Reuters
New Delhi

India named veteran politician Dinesh 
Trivedi as its next high commissioner to 
Bangladesh yesterday, in  a rare appoint-

ment of a  non-foreign service officer as 
 New Delhi seeks to reset ties  with its eastern 
 neighbour.

Ties between the countries  soured after a 
popular uprising forced Bangladesh’s long-
serving Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to flee 
to New Delhi in 2024, where she remains. 
Trivedi’s appointment highlights India’s push 

to rebuild trust with Bangladesh as it faces 
stiff competition from China for influence 
and business.

Trivedi,  75, a former railways and health 
minister, joined Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party in  2021 from a 
regional party in  West Bengal, a border state 
that  plays a key role in India’s ties with Bang-
ladesh and where Modi has been seeking to 
expand his party’s influence in ongoing local 
elections.

“He is expected to take up the assignment 
shortly,” India’s Ministry of External Affairs 
said in a statement about Trivedi.

Relations between the  two countries began 

 improving only after an election in February 
brought Tarique Rahman of the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party to power, replacing an in-
terim government that had veered strongly 
towards China.

Bangladesh was part of India in the colonial 
era and became East Pakistan at the end of  
British rule in 1947. New Delhi helped Bangla-
desh win independence from Pakistan in 1971.

Bangladesh’s foreign minister visited Delhi 
this month seeking increased fuel and ferti-
liser supplies, closer energy co-operation and 
eased travel restrictions, but one of the big-
gest sticking points remains India’s refusal so 
 far to extradite  Hasina.

PM Starmer faces possible parliament probe
AFP
London

British lawmakers will vote 
on whether embattled 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer 

should face a parliamentary probe 
over the Peter Mandelson scandal, 
the House of Commons speaker 
announced yesterday.

Members of Parliament will 
debate today on whether to refer 
Starmer to a committee to consider 
if he misled parliament over the ap-
pointment of the former associate 
of the late convicted US criminal 
Jeff rey Epstein, Lindsay Hoyle said.

It is the latest development in 
an unrelenting scandal that has 
plagued Starmer’s government for 
months and led to calls for him to 
resign.

Hoyle added that his decision 
followed requests from “numer-
ous” lawmakers, including oppo-
sition Conservative party leader 

Kemi Badenoch, Hoyle added.
Badenoch has accused Starmer 

of misleading lawmakers by insist-
ing “due process” was followed 
ahead of the 2024 appointment of 
Mandelson as Britain’s ambassa-
dor to the US despite having failed 
his security vetting.

Starmer has sacked the most 
senior civil servant in the foreign 
ministry for not telling him or oth-

er ministers that Mandelson had 
not passed the checks. He has also 
denied claims that his offi  ce ap-
plied pressure on the foreign min-
istry to approve the appointment.

Starmer commands a large ma-
jority in the lower house of parlia-
ment, meaning that lots of MPs 
from his ruling Labour party would 
have to vote for an inquiry for one 
to be launched.

A spokesman from the prime 
minister’s offi  ce called the debate 
“a desperate political stunt by the 
Conservative party”, insisting that 
“their claims have no substance”.

The Privileges Committee was 
responsible for former prime min-
ister Boris Johnson’s exit from 
frontline politics after it investi-
gated him for misleading parlia-
ment over the so-called “partyg-
ate” breaches of Covid-19 laws.

He quit as an MP in 2023 before 
the committee published a report 
recommending his suspension.

Starmer sacked Mandelson in 
September 2025 after a fresh batch 
of revelations over the latter’s 
friendship with Epstein came to 
light.

UK police are currently investi-
gating Mandelson over allegations 
he committed misconduct in offi  ce 
while serving as a Labour minister 
more than a decade ago by leaking 
information to the late disgraced 
fi nancier.

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer delivers a speech in North-West 
England, yesterday. (Reuters)



Qatar and the rest of the 
world celebrate the World 
Day for Safety and Health 
at Work, which falls 

 annually on April 
28, as part of the eff orts made by 
the State to care for and protect 
workers, reinforce the concepts 
of occupational safety and health 
in workplaces, and encourage 
private sector establishments 
and governmental and semi-
governmental bodies to place the 
safety of employees and workers at 
the top of their priorities.

The State and its various 
institutions and agencies emphasise 
on all occasions the need for 
workers exposed to workplace 
hazards to receive comprehensive 
and integrated care, in accordance 
with human rights standards 
stipulated in all international 
agreements and conventions.

On this occasion, the Ministry 
of Labour, in co-operation 
with the International Labour 
Organization (ILO), organized a 
virtual event on Sunday, as part 
of the ministry’s ongoing eff orts 
to protect workers, consolidate 
a culture of occupational safety 
and health, and promote safe and 
sustainable work environments 
that support the mental health and 
well-being of workers.

This year, the ministry’s event 
highlighted mental health in the 
workplace as one of the essential 
pillars for increasing productivity 
and institutional sustainability, 
in light of the rapid changes in the 
labour market and the challenges 
it imposes, which require 
the adoption of eff ective and 
integrated practices that enhance 
the well-being of workers and 
support their psychological and 
professional balance.

On April 16, the ministry, 
represented by the Occupational 
Safety and Health Department, 
in co-operation with the 
Sheraton Grand Doha Resort and 
Convention Hotel, Doha Trading 
and Contracting Group, and 
Group Security System Certis 
International, organized awareness 
seminars targeting workers and 
employer representatives, with 
the participation of the Health 
Promotion Department at the 
Ministry of Public Health, and the 
Workers’ Support and Insurance 
Fund, to raise the level of preventive 
awareness among workers and 
employers and promote a culture of 
safety and awareness of workplace 
hazards regarding biological hazards 
in the workplace.

The ministry affi  rmed that 
promoting preventive awareness is 
not only an option but a necessity, 
because it protects lives, reduces 
losses, and increases work 
effi  ciency, adding that investing in 
awareness and continuous training 
is a direct investment in human 
safety and the success of companies 
and workplaces.

The annual World Day for Safety 
and Health at Work promotes 
the prevention of occupational 
accidents and diseases globally. It 
is an awareness campaign intended 
to focus international attention 
on the scale of the problem to 
promote and create a culture of 
health and safety that can help 
reduce the number of workplace-
related deaths and injuries.

The psychological and social 
work environment is determined 

by the work design, organization, 
management, and organizational 
practices that shape daily working 
conditions, indicating psychosocial 
factors, such as workload, working 
hours, role clarity, autonomy, 
support, and fair and transparent 
procedures, signifi cantly impact 
the work experience and are 
refl ected in employee safety, health, 
and performance. 

When psychological and social 
factors harm employees, they 
become hazards that must be 
addressed and managed, just like 
physical, chemical, and biological 
hazards, to ensure safe and 
healthy work environments.  The 
International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) has commemorated World 
Day for Safety and Health at 
Work since 2003, emphasising 
the prevention of workplace 
accidents and diseases through its 
longstanding tripartite approach, 
which brings together governments, 
workers’ organizations, and 
employers’ organisations, as well as 
social dialogue.

The ILO marks this occasion 
by publishing a global report 
focused on prevention, examining 
psychosocial factors across three 
levels: the job itself, how work is 
managed and organized, and the 
broader policies, practices, and 
procedures that govern work.

According to the ILO report 
issued on April 22, more than 
840,000 people die each year 
due to health conditions linked 
to psychosocial risks such as 
long working hours and job 
insecurity. These work-related 
risks are primarily associated with 
cardiovascular diseases and mental 
health disorders, including suicide.

The report also shows that these 
risks account for the loss of nearly 
45mn disability-adjusted life years 
annually, refl ecting healthy years 
of life lost due to illness, disability, 
or premature death. They are also 
estimated to result in economic 
losses equivalent to 1.37% of GDP 
each year.

The report, titled ‘The 
psychosocial working environment: 

Global developments and pathways 
for action’, highlights the growing 
impact of how work is designed, 
organized, and managed on 
workers’ safety and health. It warns 
that psychosocial risk factors, 
including long working hours, job 
insecurity, high demands coupled 
with low control, and workplace 
bullying and harassment, can create 
harmful work environments if not 
properly addressed.

It further notes that while many 
psychosocial risks are not new, 
major shifts in the workplace, 
such as digitalisation, AI, remote 
work, and new employment 
patterns, are reshaping the 
psychosocial work environment. 
These changes may exacerbate 
existing risks or create new ones 
if not managed appropriately. At 
the same time, these challenges 
off ering opportunities to improve 
work organization and increase 
fl exibility, underscoring the need 
for proactive measures.

Team Lead of the ILO’s 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Policy and Systems, Manal Azzi, 
said that psychosocial risks are 
among the most prominent 
challenges facing occupational 
safety and health of the modern 
worker. She stressed that improving 
the psychosocial work environment 
is essential not only for protecting 
workers’ mental and physical 
health but also for enhancing 
productivity, institutional 
performance, and sustainable 
economic development. The report 
echoed this by concluding that 
by proactively addressing these 
risks, countries and organizations 
can create healthier workplaces 
that benefi t both workers and 
employers, while boosting 
productivity and economic 
resilience. (QNA)

Farmers around the world are facing the second surge in fertiliser 
prices in four years due to the Iran war. But with grain prices too 
low to cushion the blow from the deeper supply crunch this time 
around, many  are rethinking planting plans, putting global food 
production at risk.

The Middle East is a leading fertiliser production hub, and much 
of the  global fertiliser trade typically passes through the Strait 
of  Hormuz, which has seen traffi  c brought to a standstill by the 
confl ict.

Supplies of urea -- a nitrogen-based fertiliser -- from the 
world’s largest  production facility in Qatar have been halted, and 
fl ows of sulphur and  ammonia, common inputs for a range of 
fertilisers, have also been  curbed.

With a resolution of the confl ict proving elusive, analysts, 
traders, fertiliser producers and agronomists are looking back at 
the last supply crisis, Russia’s 2022 invasion of Ukraine, worried 
that this time things could get even worse. “Back in 2022, a lot 
of the fertiliser was ultimately fl owing through,” said Shawn 
Arita of the Agricultural Risk Policy Center at North Dakota State 
University. “It’s a much steeper supply crunch that we’re seeing 
now.”

As fertiliser prices have jumped since the onset of the war in 
late February, urea has seen the sharpest price spike, refl ecting the 
loss of the roughly one-third of globally traded volumes typically 
exported from the Gulf. Some are paying. India, the world’s largest 
rice producer and second-biggest wheat grower, has booked record 
volumes of urea in a single import tender, paying nearly twice 
as much as it did just two months ago. But such price levels are  
beyond the reach of many, analysts say.

In 2022, high global grain 
prices helped farmers off set 
the steep increase in input 
costs caused by the Ukraine 
war. But ample harvests 
of grains and oilseeds in 
recent years have restrained 
crop prices. Chicago wheat 
prices are roughly half what 
they were four years ago, 
for example. Soybeans were 
nearly 50% higher  than 
now.

As a result, many growers 
today lack the revenue to absorb ballooning fertiliser bills.

Nitrogen-based fertilisers  such as urea must be applied each 
season for many crops and directly infl uence annual yields as well 
as quality parameters,  including protein content in wheat. Farmers 
can cut back on other core nutrients, such as phosphate and 
potash, without immediate yield losses.

At least 2mn metric tonnes of urea production -- equivalent 
to some 3% of annual seaborne trade -- have been lost since the 
confl ict began, according to Sarah Marlow of commodity data 
provider Argus, as plants shut down in the Middle East as well as in 
India, Bangladesh and Russia.

Nearly 1mn tonnes already loaded on vessels, meanwhile, remain 
stuck in the Gulf.

Even if hostilities end soon and the Hormuz strait reopens, 
just clearing the queue will take weeks, said Mark Milam of 
commodity market intelligence fi rm ICIS. And fertiliser availability 
will likely remain constrained for months due to damage to Gulf 
production facilities and competition for  limited alternative 
supplies. “It’s going to take a while to  get back to normal,” said 
Stephen Nicholson, Rabobank’s head of North American grains 
and oilseeds.

Many farms still have fertilisers on hand, while record harvests 
last year have boosted global grain stocks. So the immediate impact 
of the current crisis on global food supplies may be limited. 

In 2022, high fertiliser costs contributed to exacerbated hunger 
in poor, import-dependent countries, and analysts say regions 
like East Africa are again vulnerable. In Europe, spring planting 
decisions are shifting against input-intensive corn in countries 
including France, while reduced top-up nitrogen applications may 
trim protein content in this summer’s wheat harvest, analysts 
said. The larger risk, however, will come during autumn planting, 
when cash-strapped European farmers could cut overall grain area. 
“That’s why we’re starting to get a little worried about the 2027 
 harvest,” said Benoit Fayaud of Expana. —Reuters
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Qatar at forefront to promote safe 
and sustainable work environment

Iran war fertiliser 
squeeze could spell 
trouble for next 
year’s grain harvests

Many growers 
today lack 
the revenue 
to absorb 
ballooning 
fertiliser bills

A general view shows the city skyline and a rainbow from the Tokyo Metropolitan Government Building observation deck in the Shinjuku 
district of central Tokyo yesterday.

Rainbow across the Tokyo skies

On World Day for Safety and Health at Work, Qatar highlights the 
need for workers to receive comprehensive and integrated care in 
accordance with human rights standards
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Four killed, 70 injured 
in attacks: Afghan govt
Reuters
Kabul

Mortar and rocket attacks 
launched by Pakistan 
against Afghanistan 

killed four people yesterday and 
injured  70 more, the Taliban 
government said, as fi ghting 
between  the countries erupted 
 again and threatened to derail 
fragile peace talks.

Pakistan’s  government dis-
missed the claims  as a “blatant 
lie.”

About 30 students, women, 
 and children were among those 
injured in the attacks, which 
targeted homes and the Syed 
Jamaluddin Afghani University 
in Kunar province’s Asadabad, 
the Taliban’s deputy spokesper-
son Hamdullah Fitrat said.

“We strongly condemn these 
attacks by the Pakistani military 
regime, in which ordinary peo-
ple, academic, and educational 
institutions were targeted, and 
declare them unforgivable war 
crimes,” he said in  a post on X.

Pakistan’s information minis-

try in a post on X said no strike 
had been carried out on the uni-
versity. “The claims  are frivolous 
and fake,” it said.

The Pakistani  military did not 
immediately respond to a re-
quest for  comment.

The worst fi ghting in years 
erupted between the allies-
turned-foes in February, with 
Pakistani air strikes inside Af-
ghanistan that Islamabad said 
targeted militant strongholds.

Islamabad has said Kabul pro-
vides safe haven to militants ex-
ecuting attacks on Pakistan from 
its soil. The Taliban has denied 
the allegations and said militancy 
in Pakistan is an internal problem.

More than 400 people were 
killed in a Pakistani strike on 
 a drug rehabilitation centre in 
 Kabul last month, the Taliban 
had said, before the neighbours 
suspended fi ghting. Pakistan re-
jected the Taliban’s statements, 
saying it “precisely targeted mil-
itary installations and terrorist 
support infrastructure”.

The UN Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan had put the death 
toll at 143.

Trump holds 
talks on Iran with 
security team
AFP
Washington

US President Donald 
Trump met with his top 
security advisers yes-

terday to discuss an Iranian 
proposal that would reportedly 
re-open the Strait of Hormuz as 
broader negotiations over the 
war continue, the White House 
said.

When asked about the re-
ported plan — which would see 
both Iran and the US lift their 
blockades ahead of further talks 
on the thorny issue of Tehran’s 
nuclear programme — spokes-
woman Karoline Leavitt told a 
White House briefi ng that “the 
proposal was being discussed.”

“Only because it’s been re-
ported, I will confi rm the presi-
dent has met with his national 
security team this morning,” 
she said, refusing to say if 
Trump would accept the pro-
posal.

Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio meanwhile said Iran’s 
stance on the Strait of Hormuz, 
a key waterway through which 
a fi fth of global oil and liquid 

natural gas normally transits, 
did not meet US demands.

“If what they mean by open-
ing the straits is, ‘yes, the straits 
are open as long as you co-ordi-
nate with Iran, get our permis-
sion or we’ll blow you up and 
you pay us,’ that’s not opening 
the straits,” Rubio said in a Fox 
News interview.

“They cannot normalise — 
nor can we tolerate them try-
ing to normalise — a system in 
which the Iranians decide who 
gets to use an international wa-
terway, and how much you have 
to pay them to use it,” he said.

US outlet Axios had earlier 
reported that Trump would 
meet with his national security 
team to discuss an off er by Iran 
on re-opening the strait and 
postponing nuclear negotia-
tions to a later stage.

ABC News, citing two anon-
ymous US offi  cials, meanwhile 
reported that the deal fell short 
of Washington’s red lines.

Leavitt told reporters that 
“the president’s red lines with 
respect to Iran have been made 
very, very clear, not just to the 
American public, but also to 
them as well.”

Putin off ers full support to 
Iran in talks with Araghchi
Reuters
Moscow

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin yesterday praised the 
Iranian  people for battling to 

 stay independent in the face of  US 
and Israeli pressure and said Mos-
cow would do all it could to help 
Tehran.

Russia has off ered to mediate to 
try to help restore calm to the Mid-
dle East following US and Israeli 
strikes, which Moscow has strongly 
condemned. It has also repeatedly 
off ered to store Iran’s enriched ura-
nium as a way of defusing tensions, 
a proposal spurned by the US.

“We  see how courageously 
and heroically the Iranian people 
are fi ghting for their independ-
ence and sovereignty,” Putin told 
Araghchi, saying he hoped they 
could get  through what he called 
a “diffi  cult period”  and that peace 
would prevail.

“For our part, we will  do eve-
rything that serves your interests 
and the interests of all the peoples 

of the region to ensure that peace 
is achieved as quickly as possible,” 
said Putin.

Putin received Araghchi in the 
presidential library in Russia’s 
former imperial capital St Peters-

burg as sources from mediator 
Pakistan said work had not halted 
to bridge gaps between the US and 
Iran.

Putin said he received a message 
from Iran’s new Supreme Leader, 

 Mojtaba Khamenei, last week, and 
 asked Araghchi to convey to him 
that Russia intended to continue 
its strategic partnership with Te-
hran.

That 20-year agreement was 
sealed last year. Russia is building 
two new nuclear units at Bushehr 
— the site of Iran’s only nuclear 
power plant — and Iran has sup-
plied Russia with Shahed drones 
for use against Ukraine, the pro-
duction of which Moscow has 
since localised.

Araghchi, who said he wanted to  
brief Putin on the situation around 
his country, thanked Putin for 
Moscow’s support.

“It has also been proven to all 
that Iran has friends and allies, 
such as the Russian Federation, 
who stand by Iran precisely in dif-
fi cult times,” he said.

Dmitry Peskov, Putin’s spokes-
man, said that Moscow wanted to 
see the US and Iran continue ne-
gotiations. There should be no re-
turn to military action, he  added, 
something he  said was not in any-
one’s interests.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi attend a meeting at the Boris Yeltsin Presidential Library in 
Saint Petersburg, yesterday. (Reuters)

Merz says Iran humiliating US as talks stall
Reuters
Berlin

German Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz said yesterday Iran’s 
leadership  was humiliating 

the US and  getting US offi  cials to 
travel  to Pakistan and then leave 
without results, in an unusually 
abrupt rebuke over the confl ict.

Merz also said he not see what 
exit strategy the US was pursuing 
in the Iran war – comments that 
underlined deep divisions between 
Washington and its European Nato 
allies, which had already been fes-
tering over Ukraine and other is-
sues.

“The Iranians are obviously very 
skilled at negotiating, or rather, 
very skilful at not negotiating,  let-
ting the Americans travel to Islam-
abad and then leave again without 
any result,” he said during a talk to 
students in the town of Marsberg.

“An  entire nation is being hu-
miliated by the  Iranian leader-
ship, especially by these so-
called Revolutionary Guards. 
And so I  hope that this ends as 

quickly as possible,” he added at 
the venue in the state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia.

US President Donald Trump has 
harshly criticised Nato allies for 
not sending their navies to help 
open the Strait of Hormuz dur-

ing the confl ict. The waterway has 
remained virtually shut, causing 
market turmoil and unprecedented 
disruption in energy supplies.

Merz reiterated that Germans 
and Europeans were not consulted 
before the US and Israel started at-

tacking Iran  on February 28, and 
that he  had conveyed his scepti-
cism directly to Trump afterwards.

“If I had known that it would 
continue like this for fi ve or six 
weeks and get progressively worse, 
I would have told him even more 
emphatically,” Merz said, compar-
ing it to previous US wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

Hopes of reviving peace ef-
forts have receded since Trump 
scrapped a visit on Saturday by 
his envoys Steve Witkoff  and Jared 
Kushner  to Islamabad, the Paki-
stani capital.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi travelled to Russia yes-
terday after failed talks in Pakistan 
and Oman.

Merz said it was evident the 
Strait of Hormuz had been at least 
partially mined. “We have off ered, 
also as Europeans, to send German 
minesweepers to clear the strait, 
which has obviously been mined in 
part,” he said.

He said the confl ict was costing 
Germany “a lot of money,  a lot of  
taxpayers’ money and a lot of eco-
nomic strength.”

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz waves as he arrives to visit the 
Carolus-Magnus-Gymnasium, as part of the EU Project Day in Schools, in 
Marsberg, yesterday. (Reuters)

King Charles arrives in US to shore up Trump ties
AFP
Washington

Britain’s King Charles III ar-
rived in Washington yester-
day for a high-stakes state 

visit aimed at salvaging frayed ties 
with Donald Trump, amid extra-
tight security following an attack 
on a gala dinner attended by the US 
president.

Tensions over the Iran war have 
rocked the so-called “special rela-
tionship” ahead of a trip that was 
meant to mark the United States’ 
250th anniversary of independence 
from the British monarch’s ances-
tors.

Charles and Queen Camilla will 
now be using their four-day visit 
— their fi rst time on American soil 
since he became king in 2022 — to 

mount a diplomatic charm off en-
sive targeting the royalty-obsessed 
Trump.

The royal couple arrived at Joint 
Base Andrews near Washington on 
a plane with the Union Jack painted 
on the tail.

Charles and Camilla then de-
scended red-carpeted steps to be 
greeted by Britain’s ambassador 
Christian Turner and White House 
protocol chief Monica Crowley on 
the tarmac.

White House Press Secretary 
Karoline Leavitt said yestserday the 
visit would “honour the long-stand-
ing and special relationship between 
the US and the United Kingdom.”

Trump and his wife Melania will 
greet the British royals at the White 
House later yesterday before hosting 
them for tea and a tour of a new bee-
hive installed by the First Lady.

Britain’s King Charles and Queen Camilla walk with US Protocol 
Chief Monica Crowley as they arrive at Joint Base Andrews, 
Maryland, yesterday. (Reuters)

Shura debates 
AI governance

Qatar plays stabilising role 
in global economy: Envoy

From Page 1

The ambassador noted that 
Malaysia and Qatar could jointly 
promote fl ows of talent, capital, 
and investments within the Global 
South, leveraging complementari-
ties in sectors such as energy, the 
digital economy, and advanced 
manufacturing.

“Such collaboration would not 
only strengthen bilateral ties but 
also contribute to broader inter-
regional connectivity and sustain-
able economic growth,” he pointed 
out.

On the current state of bilat-
eral relations, Razali described 
ties between Malaysia and Qatar 
as warm and forward-looking, 
underpinned by long-standing 

diplomatic relations and regu-
lar engagements spanning trade, 
education, health, tourism, and 
defence.

He noted that this partnership 
is underpinned by a close politi-
cal relationship dating back to the 
time of former prime minister of 
Malaysia, Dr Mahathir Mohamad, 
and continuing to this day, with 
leaders from both countries main-
taining close engagement over the 
past month alone, including two 
calls between the prime ministers 
and a separate engagement be-
tween the deputy prime ministers.

“This refl ects the high level of 
trust and continuous dialogue be-
tween our leadership,” Razali em-
phasised.

On Malaysia’s contribution to 

Qatar National Vision 2030, the 
ambassador said Malaysian com-
panies can contribute across fi ve 
key sectors: Islamic fi nance and 
fi ntech, the halal economy and 
food security, agri-technology, 
digital and smart cities, and cyber-
security and artifi cial intelligence 
(AI).

He explained that Malaysia has 
an established global halal certifi -
cation system and can support Qa-
tar in setting standards, enhancing 
integrity and transparency in the 
halal ecosystem, and strengthen-
ing food security through halal 
supply chains.

In the area of agri-technology, 
he said both countries can collabo-
rate on food production and supply 
resilience, particularly amid global 

disruptions, with Malaysia sharing 
technology and expertise in smart 
farming, hydroponics, and verti-
cal agriculture to support Qatar in 
reducing its dependence on food 
imports.

On digital infrastructure, Razali 
said Malaysia has growing capa-
bilities in smart city solutions 
and can support Qatar in urban 
digitalisation initiatives, smart 
governance, and integrated city 
systems.

He added that cybersecurity and 
AI are critical for Qatar’s transition 
to a knowledge-based economy, 
with Malaysia able to contribute to 
cybersecurity frameworks, talent 
development, and AI applications 
across sectors such as healthcare, 
logistics, and government.

From Page 1

Members across the chamber 
underlined the importance of 
establishing clear legal and ethi-
cal frameworks to safeguard pri-
vacy, uphold human dignity and 
strengthen digital sovereignty, 
in line with Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030.

During the debate, members 
raised a number of concerns, 
including the widening gap be-
tween the pace of technological 
innovation and legislative scru-
tiny, as well as risks tied to al-
gorithmic bias, data protection, 
privacy and intellectual prop-
erty rights. Questions were also 
raised over legal liability arising 
from the use of AI systems.

They further fl agged challeng-
es linked to reliance on external 
technologies, the implications 
for digital sovereignty, and struc-
tural shifts in the labour market, 
stressing the need to equip the 
national workforce with skills 
suited to the digital economy.

Members also refl ected on 
international approaches to AI 

regulation, noting a range of 
models from risk-based frame-
works to more fl exible, sector-
led oversight. There was broad 
agreement that emerging global 
practice favours proportionate 
regulatory approaches that bal-
ance risk management with sup-
port for innovation, while taking 
into account national contexts.

Following the debate, the mo-
tion was referred to the Health, 
General Services and the Envi-
ronment Committee for detailed 
scrutiny and a report back to the 
chamber.

Separately, the Council con-
sidered a draft Gulf Co-oper-
ation Council bill on voluntary 
work, which was given a fi rst 
reading and referred to the So-
cial Aff airs, Labour and Housing 
Committee for further examina-
tion.

The Speaker also informed 
members that proposed amend-
ments to the State Audit Bureau 
law had been referred to the Le-
gal and Legislative Aff airs Com-
mittee in accordance with the 
Council’s standing orders.
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ExxonMobil, Teach for Qatar 
renew strategic partnership, 
commit to enhance education
ExxonMobil Qatar has renewed its stra-

tegic partnership with Teach For Qatar 
for an additional three years, reaffi  rm-

ing a longstanding commitment to strengthen 
the education sector of Qatar and support the 
development of future generations.

Building on a collaboration that began in 
2014, the renewed agreement refl ects a shared 
vision to advance a high-quality education 
system which can support the country’s tran-
sition toward a knowledge-based economy. 

Over the past decade, ExxonMobil Qatar’s 
support has played a key role in advancing 
Teach For Qatar’s mission to recruit, train, 
and develop exceptional teachers who bring 
leadership, innovation, and lasting impact to 
classrooms across the country.

To date, the partnership has supported 
more than 474 fellows in completion of their 
teaching and leadership journeys. Plus, it 
continues to positively impact over 62,000 
students studying in public schools of the 
country. These eff orts have contributed to 
improving student learning experiences while 
strengthening a pipeline of future education 
leaders.

Under the renewed agreement, Teach For 
Qatar will continue to expand its training and 
professional development programmes for 
Fellows teaching core subjects, including Ara-
bic, Mathematics, Science, and English. 

The ExxonMobil-Teach For Qatar partner-
ship will also enable the introduction of en-
hanced initiatives focused on digital learning 
and STEM education — aligning closely with 
Qatar’s national priorities. 

These initiatives include continued de-
velopment of platforms such as Diwan Al 
Ta’aleem, as well as the expansion of ad-
vanced STEM-focused programmes designed 

to equip students with critical skills for the 
future.

“Education is a cornerstone of sustaina-
ble development, and partnerships like this 
enable long-term investments in Qatar’s 
future,” said Taher Hamid, president and 
general manager at ExxonMobil Qatar. “Our 
continued partnership with Teach For Qatar 
reinforces ExxonMobil Qatar’s position as a 
STEM partner of choice and a meaningful 
contributor to Qatar National Vision 2030 
— particularly the Human Development 
Pillar — as well as the Third National Devel-
opment Strategy. We are proud to support 
Teach For Qatar in equipping teachers with 
the tools, and capabilities needed to inspire 

and prepare the next generation.”
“Our partnership with ExxonMobil Qatar 

demonstrates a shared commitment to the 
next generation of Qatar’s leaders, its stu-
dents. ExxonMobil Qatar’s continued sup-
port has allowed us to recruit, train, and place 
dedicated and passionate teachers into public 
school classrooms to motivate and inspire 
students to excel,” said Nasser al-Jaber, CEO 
at Teach For Qatar.

As the country advances toward a diversi-
fi ed, knowledge-driven economy, Exxon-
Mobil Qatar remains dedicated to support 
initiatives that build human capital, foster 
innovation, and create a lasting impact across 
the education sector.

HE Sheikha Hind bint Hamad al-Thani, Vice Chairperson of Qatar Foundation along with Exxon 
Mobil and Teach For Qatar off icials.

A discussion at Science Café on disability inclusive futures
By Shaima Sheriff 
Staff  Reporter

A Science Café session in 
Msheireb brought experts, 
institutions and families 

together to bridge awareness gaps 
on autism and learning disabili-
ties, emphasising practical inclu-
sion and shared responsibility 
across Qatar’s community. 

Experts and stakeholders gath-
ered at Bin Jelmood House yester-
day for the second Science Café 
session of 2026, focusing on neu-
rodevelopmental conditions and 
the importance of collaboration in 
building a more inclusive society.

The session, titled “Diff erent 
Abilities, Shared Futures: Disabil-
ity and Success,” was organised by 
Msheireb Museums in partnership 
with Sidra Medicine. It explored 
autism and learning disabilities 
through scientifi c research, edu-
cation, technology and mental 
health perspectives.

Speaking on the sidelines, Dr 
Mohamed Tolefat, Director of 
Clinical and Rehabilitation Serv-
ices at Shafallah Centre for Per-

sons with Disabilities, highlighted 
the importance of such platforms 
in connecting institutions with 
families and the wider public.

“We take care of persons with 
disabilities from early childhood 
and early intervention until 21 
years old,” he said, noting that 
services span “diff erent sever-
ity and intensity” levels, including 
autism spectrum disorders.

Dr Tolefat stressed that one of 
the centre’s strengths lies in its 

integrated model. “All the services 
are under one umbrella... physi-
otherapy, occupational therapy, 
speech and language therapy, spe-
cial education, psychologists and 

psychiatry, all in one place,” he 
explained. 

However, beyond service pro-
vision, he underlined the critical 
role of awareness and collabora-

tion. “We do have awareness pro-
grammes throughout the year... 
for corporations, schools and even 
tourism areas like hotels,” he said, 
adding that parents are also sup-

ported through direct training and 
communication channels.

Events such as the Science 
Café, he noted, play a vital role in 
strengthening these eff orts. “We 
do interact not only with parents 
but with all the diff erent entities 
that take care for autism in Qa-
tar... we bridge the gaps and act as 
a complement to others like Sidra, 
HMC and the Ministry of Educa-
tion.” 

He emphasised that the value of 
such gatherings lies in shared learn-
ing. “It is important for everyone 
to come together to bridge the gap 
between themselves and try to learn 
from each other,” he said. 

Dr Tolefat added that participants 
benefi t most from practical engage-
ment. 

“They interact not only theoreti-
cally but practically... and come up 
with inclusive ideas for activities be-
tween autism and other children and 
people in society.”

The session forms part of on-
going eff orts in Qatar to promote 
inclusion, encourage dialogue and 
ensure that awareness translates 
into meaningful, everyday prac-
tices across communities.

Dr Mohamed Tolefat

The second Science Café session of 2026 was on neurodevelopmental conditions.

Renad observes Autism Awareness Day

Renad Academy — a part of 
Qatar Foundation’s Pre-
University Education —  

organised a special event mark-
ing World Autism Awareness 
Day, aimed at raising community 
awareness, celebrating the abili-
ties of students with autism, and 
strengthening the role of com-
munity partnerships in support-
ing and empowering them.

The event, held at the acad-
emy’s campus, brought together 
parents, specialists, and repre-
sentatives of partner entities, 
alongside students, in an interac-
tive environment that provided 
opportunities to exchange exper-
tise, highlight inclusive educa-
tional practices, and strengthen 
communication across diff erent 
segments of the community.

The event also featured distin-
guished student performances 
by Renad Academy students, 
showcasing their diverse talents 
and creative abilities. These per-
formances ranged from artistic 
displays and interactive activities 
to expressive segments through 
which students confi dently ex-
pressed themselves, refl ecting 
their potential and highlighting 
their unique strengths. The event 
also shed light on Renad’s in-
novative educational approach, 
including diverse teaching meth-
ods and varied communication 
strategies aimed at empowering 
students.

On this occasion, Noof al-Mal-

ki, director of Renad Academy, 
said: “On World Autism Aware-
ness Day, we reaffi  rm that this day 
is not merely an annual event, but 
a profound human message that 
we believe in at Renad Academy 
and strive to embody in our daily 
practices. 

We do not view autism solely 
as a challenge; rather, we see it as 
a rich form of diversity that car-
ries unique abilities and remark-
able potential that deserve to be 
understood, embraced, and nur-
tured.”

Al-Malki emphasised that ed-
ucation extends beyond academic 
skills to include character devel-
opment, fostering independence, 
and building life skills, enabling 

students to become active and 
valued members of their com-
munity.

“This day reminds us that edu-
cational environments can be the 
greatest challenge for students 
with autism, yet at the same time 
they represent the greatest op-
portunity to make a diff erence. 
This drives us to create fl exible, 
supportive, and inclusive envi-
ronments that open pathways to 
excellence and create a lasting 
impact in our students’ lives.

“We also aspire to achieve true 
inclusion not only within the 
school, but beyond it, recognis-
ing that empowerment is a shared 
responsibility across all sectors of 
society.”

“Success cannot be achieved 
without a genuine partnership 
with parents, who form the cor-
nerstone of our students’ journey. 
Through this collaboration, we 
build bridges of trust and create a 
lasting impact,” she emphasised. 
“Each year, we renew our com-
mitment to raising awareness and 
promoting a culture of accept-
ance and inclusion, because our 
communities thrive when they 
embrace diff erence and value di-
versity.”

The event also recognised a 
number of community partners 
in appreciation of their continued 
contributions and their active 
role in supporting educational 
initiatives and programs aimed at 
enhancing the inclusion of stu-
dents with autism in society.

Noof al-Malki, director of Renad 
Academy, speaking at the event.

Dr Majed al-Ansari to deliver 
NU-Q’s  graduation address
Northwestern University in Qatar 
(NU-Q) announced Dr Majed 
Mohammed al-Ansari (pictured), 
adviser to the Prime Minister 
and off icial spokesperson for the 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, Qatar, as 
the 2026 graduation speaker. 
A leading voice in regional 
diplomacy and global public 
communication, Dr al-Ansari will 
address the graduating class at this 
year’s ceremony on May 4.
Appointed to his current role in 
2022, Dr al-Ansari has played 
a central part in shaping and 
communicating Qatar’s foreign 
policy narrative to international 
audiences. Through regular media 
briefings, high-level engagements, 
and global outreach, he has become 
a key figure in articulating the 
country’s diplomatic positions and 
fostering dialogue across political, 
academic, and media spheres. 
“Dr al-Ansari’s work exemplifies 
the power of communication in 
shaping global understanding and 
advancing dialogue,” said Marwan 
M Kraidy, dean and CEO,NU-Q. 
“His leadership and experience 
off er our graduates a compelling 
perspective on how media, policy, 

and public engagement come 
together in moments that matter.”
Dr al-Ansari commented, “It’s a 
privilege to join Northwestern 
Qatar’s Class of 2026 at such a 
meaningful moment. As we live 
in a world ridden with conflict, 
the significance of truth, and 
those who protect it and seek it as 
communicators and journalists, 
increases. I look forward to 
celebrating this milestone 
with you and reflecting on the 
impact you can have in fostering 
understanding and connection.”
Before joining the Ministry of 
Foreign Aff airs, Dr al-Ansari served 
as director of policy at the Institute 
of Social and Economic Survey 
Research at Qatar University, 
where he also held a faculty 
position in the Department of 
International Aff airs.

Cruise season sails to record 
heights with 200,000 visitors
By A Staff  Reporter
Doha

Qatar’s cruise tourism sector 
has charted a banner 2025-
2026 season, with the Old 

Doha Port cruise terminal welcom-
ing 49 ship calls and ferrying in more 
than 200,000 passengers and crew 
— a haul that cements the country’s 
rising stature as a marquee stop on 
the global cruise circuit.

Announcing the fi gures on its 
offi  cial X account, Mwani Qatar 
said the season also drew three 
cruise ships making their maiden 
visit to Qatar, a telling marker of 
the country’s growing prominence 
on the world cruise map.

Visitors arriving at the ter-
minal step into a seamless and 
well-rounded tourism experience. 
Strategically anchored in the heart 
of Doha, the cruise facility lies 
just minutes from Qatar’s lead-
ing attractions, and off ers mod-
ern amenities, swift entry and exit 
procedures, and a curated portfolio 
of excursions that showcase both 
the country’s rich cultural heritage 
and its contemporary fl air.

These gains dovetail with the 
wider push by Qatar Tourism to 

deepen partnerships with inter-
national cruise lines, underpin-
ning sustainable growth across the 
sector and advancing the national 
drive for economic diversifi cation. 
Cruise tourism also plays a pivotal 
role in delivering the goals of Qa-
tar National Vision 2030 by lifting 
international visitor numbers and 
enriching the country’s tourism 
off ering.

At the heart of this success story 
is the transformation of Old Doha 
Port. Recently redeveloped into a 
fully integrated tourism destina-
tion, the port now boasts a state-
of-the-art cruise terminal span-
ning more than 23,000sqm, with 
750 meters of berths and a basin 
built to host two mega cruise ships 
simultaneously.

In parallel, Qatar’s wider ports 
sector has undergone sweeping 
modernisation over the past dec-
ade, propelled by infrastructure up-
grades and digital transformation. 
A standout among them is Hamad 
Port — one of the region’s most ad-
vanced — which harnesses automa-
tion and digital systems, including 
the ‘Mwani’ platform, to streamline 
operations and reinforce Qatar’s 
standing as a premier hub for mari-
time transport and cruise tourism.

HE the Minister of Municipality Abdullah bin Hamad bin Abdullah 
al-Attiyah met yesterday with charge d’aff aires at the United States 
Embassy in Qatar Mo Barghouty. Discussions during the meeting 
dealt with co-operation relations between the two countries in 
areas of common interest. (QNA)

Minister meets US diplomat
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