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HE the Minister of Justice 
and Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Ibrahim 

bin Ali al-Mohannadi has hon-
oured a cohort of ministry staff 
who successfully completed a 
leadership development pro-
gramme.

Organised by the ministry 
in co-operation with the Qa-
tar Leadership Centre (QLC), 
the initiative that was aimed at 
strengthening skills and enhanc-
ing government performance 
comes within the framework of 
the ministry’s 2025-30 strategic 
plan and its programmes sup-
porting the objectives of Qatar 
National Vision 2030.

The programme prepares quali-
fied national cadres and enhances 
leadership, management, and in-
novation skills among ministry 
employees, contributing to the 
development of institutional per-
formance and keeping pace with 

the requirements of modern gov-
ernment work.

Assistant Undersecretary of 
the Ministry of Justice for Shared 
Services Affairs, Khamis Mo-
hammed al-Buafra al-Kuwari, 
affirmed that the programme re-
flects the ministry’s commitment 

to investing in human capital and 
building a capable generation 
able to keep up with rapid devel-
opments, while reinforcing the 
foundations of excellence and ef-
ficiency in government perform-
ance.

The director of the ministry’s 

International Co-operation De-
partment, Alaa Ismail al-Musleh, 
stated in a speech on behalf of the 
graduates that the programme, 
which benefited 30 employees 
from various administrative units, 
marked an important milestone in 
developing leadership and admin-

istrative skills by combining both 
theoretical and practical aspects 
in line with best practices.

The programme was prepared 
by the ministry through its Hu-
man Resources Department in 
co-operation with the QLC. – 
QNA

Justice minister honours staff completing leadership programme
CRA committed 
to consumer 
protection and  
safe digital  
engagement

The Communications Regu-
latory Authority (CRA) has 
reaffirmed its commitment 

to protecting consumers and pro-
moting safe digital engagement 
across Qatar, while continuing its 
efforts to foster a digitally aware 
generation capable of making in-
formed decisions in an increas-
ingly connected world.

The CRA participated in Phase 
Two of the “Safe Surfing” Initia-
tive under the “My Values Shape 
My Identity” project, implement-
ed by the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education (MoEHE), 
delivering 13 workshops to 879 
middle and high school students 
across 12 private schools in Qatar.

Conducted both in-person and 
online under the title of “How 
to Stay Safe Online”, the work-
shops aimed to enhance students’ 
awareness of digital risks associ-
ated with everyday Internet use.

The sessions covered key topics, 
including cyberbullying, identity 
theft, phishing and online fraud, 
exposure to harmful content, pri-
vacy risks, dangerous online chal-
lenges, and emerging concerns re-
lated to artificial intelligence (AI).

CRA experts provided practical 
guidance on preventative meas-
ures, such as activating security 
settings, safeguarding personal 
information, and seeking support 
from parents or trusted adults 
when facing online threats.

“Our participation in the ‘Safe 
Surfing’ Initiative reflects the 
CRA’s ongoing commitment to 
protecting young users and pro-
moting a culture of safe and re-
sponsible digital engagement,” 
said the director of the CRA’s 
Consumer Affairs Department, 
Amel Salem al-Hanawi.

HE the Minister of Transport Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulla 
bin Mohammed al-Thani met virtually yesterday with Saudi 
Arabia’s Minister of Transport and Logistic Services Eng. 

Saleh bin Nasser al-Jasser.
During the meeting, the two sides discussed venues of bilateral 

co-operation in the transportation sector and ways to enhance and 
develop them towards broader horizons, especially in the field of lo-
gistic services that support this vital sector.

The meeting also addressed the current regional situation and its 
impact on transportation and supply chains. – QNA

Minister holds meeting 
with Saudi counterpart

HE the National Hu-
man Rights Committee 
(NHRC) Chairperson 

Maryam bint Abdullah al-At-
tiyah met separately yesterday 
with Tajikistan’s ambassador 
to Qatar Nurmurod Mahmadali 
and the director of the Inter-
national Labour Organisation 
(ILO) Office in Doha Francesco 
d’Ovidio.

During the meeting with 
Mahmadali, HE al-Attiyah dis-
cussed aspects of co-operation 
in the fields of human rights and 
ways to protect and promote 
them.

In the meeting with d’Ovidio, 
she discussed the government’s 
efforts to protect and promote 
human rights and improve the 
work environment in Qatar. – 
QNA

NHRC chairperson meets Tajikistan’s 
ambassador, top ILO official in Doha

The Shura Council held its weekly 
session yesterday at the Tamim bin 
Hamad Hall, under the chairman-

ship of HE the Speaker of the Shura Coun-
cil Hassan bin Abdullah al-Ghanim.

At the outset of the meeting, the Shura 
Council highlighted His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani’s 
meeting with Oman’s Sultan Haitham 
bin Tariq on Thursday in Muscat, com-
mending the outcomes that included an 
emphasis on the importance of regional 
de-escalation and prioritising diplomatic 
solutions, to enhance the region’s security 
and stability.

The Council hailed the strong and deep-
rooted fraternal relations between the two 
countries, as well as the two countries’ 
keenness to develop frameworks for co-
operation and co-ordination in various 
fields, and the continuous consultation 
between them regarding various issues of 
mutual interest.

The Shura Council also highlighted His 
Highness the Amir’s meetings with Turki-

ye’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, 
on Friday in Antalya, on the sidelines of the 
opening of the Antalya Diplomacy Forum 
2026.

The Council commended the outcomes 
of the meeting, noting that they reflect 
Qatar’s commitment to supporting all in-
ternational initiatives and efforts aimed at 
reducing escalation and promoting diplo-
matic solutions.

HE the Shura Council Secretary-Gen-
eral Nayef bin Mohammed al-Mahmoud 
then read out the agenda after which the 
minutes of its previous meeting were ap-
proved.

During the session, the Shura Council 
reviewed a draft law amending some pro-
visions of Law No. 22 of 2017 regulating 
the real estate brokerage activities, and de-
cided to refer it to its Legal and Legislative 
Affairs Committee to study.

The Council approved a draft law 
amending some of the provisions of Law 
No. 4 of 2008 regarding real estate leases 

and referred it to the government, after 
reviewing the Legal and Legislative Affairs 
Committee’s report on it, and discussing 
the articles of the draft law.

The Shura Council also reviewed the 
report of the Social Affairs, Labour and 
Housing Committee, which includes its 
perspective on the government’s state-
ment regarding its proposal concerning 
the provisions of services and privileges to 
senior citizens.

The appropriate decision was taken in 
its regard.

The Council also reviewed the report 
of the Arab Parliament members’ partici-
pation in the second session of the fourth 
legislative term of the Arab Parliament, 
held in January in Cairo, in addition to 
reviewing the report of the participation 
of Shura Council member Ali bin Ahmed 
al-Kaabi in the seminar on parliamentary 
leadership in addressing antimicrobial re-
sistance, held virtually in February, which 
was organized by the United Nation’s Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).

At the conclusion of the meeting, HE al-
Ghanim briefed the Shura Council mem-
bers on the participation of the Council’s 
delegation in the 152nd General Assembly 
of the Inter Parliamentary Union (IPU) and 
the 217th session of the IPU Governing 
Council, which was hosted by Istanbul on 
April 15-19, under the theme of Nurturing 
hope, securing peace and ensuring justice 
for future generations.

HE al-Ghanim also briefed the Shura 
Council members on the topics and issues 
discussed by the IPU Assembly regarding 
international peace and security, building 
a just and sustainable global economy, as 
well as the role of parliaments in manag-
ing the post-conflict phase, in addition to 
promoting social justice and inclusive de-

velopment, monitoring the implementa-
tion of the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), promoting inclusive social 
development, and empowering persons 
with disabilities.

He highlighted the adoption of the 
emergency item submitted by Qatar, with 
broad support from a number of geopoliti-
cal groups, by an overwhelming majority, 
pointing out that this was the first time 
that an emergency item submitted by an 
Arab state has received the necessary votes 
to be included on the agenda of the IPU 
General Assembly, reflecting the growing 
influence of Qatar’s parliamentary diplo-
macy and strengthening its presence as an 
effective tool in supporting national, Arab 
and Islamic positions. – QNA

Shura Council briefed on 
IPU meetings in Istanbul

The Ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Change 
(MoECC), represented by 

the Radiation Protection De-
partment, plays a pivotal role in 
strengthening the environmental 
protection system and monitoring 
radiological hazards.

It can be considered the safety 
valve and first line of defence 
against radioactive pollution, as 
it oversees the Radiation Data 
Monitoring and Analysis Unit, the 
heart of the comprehensive envi-
ronmental monitoring system.

The unit utilises advanced 
mechanisms and technologies 
that enable it to monitor radia-
tion levels in various terrestrial, 
marine, and atmospheric envi-
ronments and analyse data with 
high accuracy and in real time, 
contributing to facilitating ap-
propriate decision-making and 
ensuring the highest standards of 
protection for both people and the 
environment.

The Radiation Protection De-
partment has a number of vital 
responsibilities that form the reg-
ulatory and technical framework 
for the country’s radiation safety 
system.

These responsibilities include 
preparing regulations, guide-
lines, instructions, and technical 
instructions related to radiation 
protection; formulating the nec-

essary standards and require-
ments to regulate all practices 
related to radioactive materials, 
sources, and radiation-emitting 
devices, including mechanisms 
for the safe disposal of radioac-
tive waste in accordance with the 
highest international standards; 
developing standards for environ-
mental radiation quality control; 
and determining national limits 
for radiation exposure and pollu-
tion levels in various environmen-
tal components, such as air, water, 
food, and soil, in co-ordination 
with relevant authorities.

The department also works on 
developing comprehensive nu-
clear and radiation safety plans, 
reviewing and approving emer-
gency plans for facilities handling 
radioactive materials, establishing 
and operating an early warning 
network to monitor any potential 
radiation leaks, reviewing licens-
ing applications for radiological 
facilities and practices, conduct-
ing the necessary inspections for 
issuing licences and monitoring 
their validity, carrying out peri-
odic inspections to verify com-
pliance with established require-
ments, and taking the necessary 
legal measures against violations.

It is working on establishing a 
comprehensive and up-to-date 
national database of radioactive 
materials, sources, and related 

equipment, centrally monitoring 
and managing radioactive waste 
disposal processes to ensure en-
vironmental safety and protec-
tion, and developing the skills and 
capabilities of national personnel 
through specialised training pro-
grammes.

The assistant director of the 
Radiation Protection Department, 
Eng. Hamad Salah Ibrahim, said 
that the Early Warning and Analy-
sis Unit for Radiation Monitor-
ing is one of the most prominent 

technical pillars supporting the 
national preparedness and re-
sponse system through its con-
tinuous coordination with various 
relevant entities in the country.

He said that the unit is fully 
integrated with a network of ra-
diation monitoring stations stra-
tegically located throughout the 
country, allowing for precise 
monitoring of radiation levels and 
assessment of the radiation situa-
tion both locally and regionally.

Ibrahim noted that the unit 

operates around the clock, seven 
days a week, to monitor any unu-
sual changes or increases in radia-
tion levels.

Data is analysed and evaluated 
immediately, he stressed, sup-
porting decision-makers through 
advanced systems that include 
simulation and modeling pro-
grams.

The official added that the team 
comprises nuclear engineers and 
radiation monitors who conduct 
monitoring, analysis, and evalua-
tion to ensure the highest levels of 
preparedness in both emergency 
and routine situation.

He said that the unit regularly 
conducts studies and simulation 
programmes based on diverse 
data, including weather data, 
forecasts, and atmospheric dis-
persion models, which enhances 
the accuracy of assessments and 
responses.

Ibrahim added that the unit 
also handles international reports 
received from the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), in 
addition to exchanging informa-
tion with the Gulf Co-operation 
Council (GCC) countries, con-
tributing regional integration in 
the field of radiation monitoring 
and analysis.

The head of the MoECC’s Ra-
diation Measurements Labora-
tory, Eng. (Nuclear) Bader Nasser 

al-Saadi, meanwhile said that ra-
diation levels in Qatar are within 
normal and completely safe limits.

He said that the laboratory con-
tinues its pivotal role in monitor-
ing and analysing various envi-
ronmental samples according to 
the highest international stand-
ards.

Al-Saadi added that the de-
partment conducts a large number 
of radiation analyses annually on 
diverse samples, including water, 
soil, food, and materials import-
ed through ports of entry, which 
contribute directly to the early 
detection of any potential radio-
active contamination and support 
rapid decision-making in emer-
gency situations.

He noted that the operational 
mechanism is based on three 
main pillars: monitoring radiation 
levels in various environmental 
components, supporting national 
emergency response plans, and 
providing data to support deci-
sion-makers.

The official said that these ef-
forts enhance the country’s pre-
paredness through integration 
with national entities and the 
use of the latest technologies, 
and emphasised that all proce-
dures followed are in line with the 
guidelines of the IAEA and inter-
nationally recognised best prac-
tices. – QNA

MoECC’s Radiation Protection Department: first line of defence against pollution
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Hong Kong fire victims scour scorched homes for keepsakes

Reutesr
Hong Kong

Victims of Hong Kong’s 
deadliest ​fire in decades 
began government-super-

vised ‌visits to their ravaged former 
homes yesterday for the first time 
‌since the November blaze, look-
ing to retrieve ‌personal items that 
might have survived.

The flames ‌that engulfed seven 
residential towers, each of 31 floors 
in the northern district of Tai  Po, 
killing 168 people, took nearly two 
days to douse, and eclipsed Lon-
don’s Grenfell Tower inferno of 
2017.

“I have taken away most of the 
stuff I wanted, those items of val-
ue,” said Steven Chung, 50, add-
ing that he did not know how to 
describe his emotions after sifting 
through his old apartment but now 
worries more about finding afford-
able housing.

Chung was among around 270 
former residents returning to the 
complex yesterday, many carrying 
objects such as paintings, comput-
ers, and bicycles as they left the 
government-subsidised housing.

A former resident surnamed 
Leung said he was able to find his 
wedding ring easily as it ‌glittered 

through the ashes of his room  
where he had ​kept it. “True gold 
fears no fire,” he said.

Photos of his scorched ​apartment 
he shared with Reuters showed 
charcoal-grey debris with only a 
few household objects including 
a plate intact. Walls and window 
grates were completely charred.

A 67-year-old woman sur-
named Tsang said she was happy 
she found her burnt jewellery box 
under her bed.

“I found the jewel box under the 
bed among the ashes. That’s the 

only thing I can retrieve,” she said.
Until May 4, former residents 

of the complex, Wang Fuk Court, 
can spend three hours in their flats 
on each visit, while wearing face-
masks, helmets and gloves for pro-
tection.

Firemen are among the 1,000 
staff tasked ‌to assist the estimated 
total of 6,000 ‌visitors, who will 
be escorted  by officials to ensure 
items are kept safe.

“I hope everyone will abide 
by the three-hour  rule,” Warner 
Cheuk, Hong Kong’s deputy  chief 

secretary, told reporters outside 
the complex, patrolled by officers 
and cordoned off with orange tape 
and crowd-control barriers.

Up to four people can register to 
enter each home, but for severely 
damaged flats the number is lim-
ited to one.

Many affected residents are eld-
erly, with more than a third older 
than 65, Midland Realty’s analysis 
of government data showed.

Months after the fire, people ​
in the Asian financial hub are still 
grasping for answers to how it 
started and demanding account-
ability.

An independent committee be-
gan hearings in March to decide 
the causes and the scale of bid-
rigging by construction firms in 
building projects.

The panel’s lead lawyer blamed 
human factors for the failure of 
most of the fire safety systems.

Authorities have threatened se-
vere punishment for anyone who 
tries to “politicise” the disaster.

In April, the Housing Bureau 
ruled out redevelopment of the 
site, on grounds of the long time 
required and surrounding uncer-
tainties. In February the govern-
ment ‌said it aimed to ​spend about 
HK$4bn ($512mn) to buy out the 
owners.

Residents walk towards a building at Wang Fuk Court to retrieve 
personal belongings on their first return visit after a deadly fire last year, 
in Hong Kong, yesterday. (Reuters)

Indonesia says 15 killed during 
military operation in Papua

Reuters
Jakarta

Indonesia ​said yesterday 
that a ‌total of 15 people 
were killed in Central Pa-

pua ‌province earlier this month 
during a ‌military operation 
against separatist rebels that 
drew ‌condemnation from the 
country’s human rights watch-
dog.

Natalius Pigai, Indonesia’s 
Minister of Human Rights, told 
reporters yesterday that an-
other seven were also injured 
during the fighting.

He did not disclose how 
many of the casualties were 
civilian, but said anyone re-
sponsible for attacks against 
civilians “should face the legal 
process as soon as possible.”

The military said it had no 
information about the deaths, 
but the state-run National Hu-
man Rights Commission said 
over the weekend that ​12 ci-
vilians, including women and 
children, were shot dead dur-
ing an operation against sepa-
ratists in central Papua on April 
14. Dozens of others sustained 
serious injuries, it added.

It ‌was not immediately clear 
whether they were killed ​by In-
donesian or rebel fire, or both. 
The commission said it ​was in-
vestigating the deaths.

“We condemn the enforce-
ment operation against Papuan 

rebels that resulted in civilian 
casualties,” commission chief 
Anis Hidayah said in a state-
ment.

“All forms of attacks against 
civilians, whether in situations 
of war or otherwise, carried out 
by state or non-state actors, 
constitute violations of human 
rights and International Hu-
manitarian Law,” she added.

The commission also urged 
Indonesia’s military to reeval-
uate operations against Papuan 
rebels, she said.

Pigai said the human rights 
ministry would also send a 
team alongside the human 
rights body ‌to investigate the 
deaths.

Resource-rich Papua, ‌home 
to the world’s second-largest 
gold and copper mine, has been 
beset by a simmering separatist 
movement since it was brought 
under Indonesian control after 
a 1969 vote overseen by the UN.

A military spokesperson for 
Papua told Reuters he had not 
received any information re-
garding civilian fatalities in Pa-
pua last week. A Papuan rebel 
group said 12 civilians were 
killed by military operations.

The military’s Habema task-
force carried out an operation 
on April 14 in ​Puncak region 
after receiving reports from 
civilians about the presence of 
rebels in their village, taskforce 
spokesperson Wirya Arthadi-
guna told Reuters.US begins ‘biggest ever’ Philippines 

war games in thick of Mideast war

Japan eases back tsunami warning after magnitude 7.7 quake

AFP
Manila

Thousands of American and 
Philippine troops, joined for 
the first time by a significant 

contingent of Japanese forces, be-
gan annual military exercises yes-
terday set against the backdrop of 
the Middle East war.

The war games will feature live-
fire exercises in the north of the 
country facing the Taiwan Strait, 
as well as a province off the dis-
puted South China Sea, where the 
Philippines and China have en-
gaged in repeated confrontations.

In one drill, the Japanese mili-
tary, which is contributing about 
1,400 personnel, will use a Type 88 
cruise missile to sink a World War 
II-era minesweeper off the coast of 
northern Luzon island.

More than 17,000 soldiers, air-
men and sailors are taking part in 
the 19-day Balikatan, or “Shoulder 
to Shoulder,” exercises — about the 
same number as last year’s edition, 
including contingents from Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, France and 

Canada. Balikatan comes as Iran 
and the US, along with Israel, edge 
towards the end of the two-week 
ceasefire that halted the Middle 
East war, ignited by surprise US-
Israeli strikes on Iran.

“Regardless of the challenges 

elsewhere in the world, the United 
States’ focus on the Indo-Pacific 
and our ironclad commitment to 
the Philippines remains unwaver-
ing,” US Lieutenant General Chris-
tian Wortman said at yesterday’s 
opening ceremony.

Without providing precise num-
bers, Wortman, commander of the 
Marine Expeditionary Force, later 
told reporters that approximately 
10,000 US personnel would take 
part in the exercises.

Philippine military chief Gen-
eral Romeo Brawner added that US 
Indo-Pacific Command chief Ad-
miral Samuel Paparo had assured 
him at the war’s outbreak that this 
year’s Balikatan would be “the big-
gest ever”.

“Through integrated air and 
missile defence, maritime secu-
rity operations, live fire exercises, 
and joint multinational readiness 
training, the nations are building 
systems that think, move, and re-
spond as one,” Brawner said.

Among the high-end weapons 
expected to be involved during the 
annual exercise is a US Typhon 
missile system that has been in the 
archipelago since it was left by vis-
iting US forces in 2024, provoking 
outrage from Beijing.

“We anticipate that it will be 
incorporated at some level during 
the course of the exercise,” Wort-
man confirmed.

Reuters
Tokyo

A magnitude 7.7 earthquake 
struck off the northeastern 
coast ‌of Japan yesterday, 

prompting authorities ‌to urge res-
idents to stay away ‌from coastal 
areas where tsunami waves of up 
to 3 metres (10ft) wereexpected. 
Two hours after the tremor, which 
struck at 4:53pm (0753 GMT), 
tsunami waves as high as 80cm 
had been detected. A tsunami 
warning was later downgraded to 
a tsunami advisory.

There were no immediate re-
ports of casualties or major dam-
age, Japan’s top government 
spokesperson Minoru Kihara told 

a news conference as night fell in 
the capital Tokyo.

Several port ​towns including 
Otsuchi and Kamaishi — both 
hard-hit by a massive earthquake 
and tsunami in 2011 — earlier is-
sued evacuation orders for thou-
sands of residents, according to 
public broadcaster NHK. Bullet 
‌train services were halted and 
somemotorways were closed ​due 
to the tremors.

Following the quake, the gov-
ernment issued ​a warning of a 
heightened risk of a megaquake.

Normally, the probability of 
an earthquake of magnitude 8 or 
stronger striking along the Ja-
pan Trench and Kuril Trench in 
the Pacific off northern Japan in 
a week is about 0.1%, but during 

the week that follows yesterday’s 
quake, it will be higher at around 
1%, a government official told a 
press conference.

“Please take anti-disaster steps, 
while embracing the idea that one 
must protect one’s own life,” the 
official said.

The quake measured ‌an ‘upper 
5’ on Japan’s seismicintensity scale 
— strong enough to make it diffi-
cult for people to move aroundand 
cause un-reinforced concrete-
block wallsto collapse. The tremor 
had an epicentre in the Pacific 
Ocean and was 20km deep, the Ja-
pan Meteorological Agency said.

A 3-metre tsunami could 
cause damage to low-lying areas 
by flooding buildings and car-
rying off anybody exposed in its 

currents, according to JMA.
Located in the “Ring of Fire” of 

volcanoes and oceanic trenches 
partly ​encircling the Pacific Basin, 
Japan is one of the world’s most 
earthquake-prone countries, with 
a tremor occurring at least every 
five minutes.

It accounts for about 20% of 
the world’s earthquakes of mag-
nitude 6.0 or more, such as the 
2011 disaster that caused nuclear 
meltdowns at a Fukushima pow-
er plant.

There are no nuclear power 
plants currently in operation in 
the affected areas and Hokkaido 
Electric Power Co and Tohoku 
Electric Power Co said there were 
no abnormalities ‌reported at their ​
idled facilities there.

I Marine Expeditionary Force (I MEF) Commanding General and US Marine 
Corps Lt Gen Christian Wortman attaches the Balikatan patch to Philippine 
Exercise Director Francisco Lorenzo, during the opening ceremony of 
the “Balikatan” joint military exercises at Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City 
yesterday. (Reuters)

The coastline of Tomakomai, Hokkaido Prefecture, after a tsunami 
advisory was issued following an earthquake, yesterday. (Reuters)

Cambodian king has 
‘successful’ surgery 
after cancer diagnosis
AFP
Phnom Penh

Cambodia’s King Norodom 
Sihamoni underwent 
“successful” surgery in 

Beijing yesterday, former Cam-
bodian leader Hun Sen said, af-
ter the royal announced he had 
prostate cancer.

Sihamoni, 72, shared his diag-
nosis earlier this month, saying 
he would stay in China for pro-
longed treatment.

The monarch had surgery at a 
Beijing hospital yesterday morn-
ing, the Royal Palace in Phnom 
Penh said in a statement.

Chinese doctors were requir-
ing Sihamoni to stay in hospital 
for health monitoring, it added.

The king said earlier that doc-
tors had prescribed hospitali-
sation of up to two months for 
treatment.

In a social media post, in-
fluential former leader Hun 

Sen, who visited Sihamoni 
in Beijing along with his eld-
est son, Prime Minister Hun 
Manet, thanked the “excellent 
doctors who performed the 
successful and safe surgery 
for the king”.

“The health of the king is the 
health of the whole nation,” Hun 
Sen added, saying he would re-
turn to Cambodia if the king’s 
health improved.

Hun Sen ruled Cambodia for 
nearly four decades and handed 
power to Hun Manet in 2023.

The king departed for Beijing 
for health checks over a month 
ago. A lifelong bachelor who 
speaks Khmer, French, Czech 
and English, Sihamoni spent 
most of his adult life abroad 
pursuing a career in the arts 
before taking the throne in 
2004.

He took over the role after his 
father, King Norodom Sihanouk, 
abdicated following his own 
cancer treatment in Beijing.

China’s Xi, in call with Saudi crown prince, 
calls for Strait of Hormuz to remain open
Reuters
Beijing

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
called for normal passage 
of ships through the Strait 

of Hormuz to be maintained, ‌in a 
phone call yesterday with ​Saudi 
Arabia’s Crown Prince ‌Moham-
med bin Salman held as Beijing 
steps up ‌efforts to help ‌end the Iran 
war.

China ‌is concerned over re-
newed instability around the 
strategic waterway, as a US-Iran 
ceasefire came under fresh strain 
after the US seized an Iranian cargo 
ship and Tehran signalled it would 
not join new peace talks for now.

China is the main buyer of Ira-

nian crude. Iran has largely closed 
the strait to ​ships other than its own 
since the US and Israel launched the 
war in February, while Washington 
has imposed ‌a blockade of Iranian 
ships since ​last week.

China advocates an immediate 
and comprehensive ​ceasefire, and 
insists on resolving conflicts in the 
Middle East through political and 
diplomatic channels, state news 
agency Xinhua cited Xi as saying.

“The Strait of Hormuz should 
remain open to normal passage, 
as this serves the common inter-
ests of regional countries and the 
international community,” he told 
the Saudi leader.

Worries have mounted over the 
survival of the ‌ceasefire between 
Washington and ‌Tehran after the US 

seizure of the Iranian vessel. Trump 
had credited Beijing with helping to 
get Iran to the previous negotiations 
with the US in Pakistan.

The Chinese foreign ministry 
yesterday expressed concerns over 
the “forced interception” by the 
US of the Iranian ship, while urg-
ing relevant sides to abide by the ​
ceasefire agreement.

Xi’s call with the Saudi crown 
prince followed a meeting in Beijing 
last week with the crown prince of 
Abu Dhabi, when Xi urged adher-
ence to international law.

Xi also told the Saudi crown 
prince that China supports coun-
tries in the Middle East in “taking 
their future and destiny into their 
own hands, and ‌promoting long-
term ​regional stability and peace”.

Outrage in China after streaming  
site debuts AI actor ‘database’
AFP
Beijing

China’s equivalent of Netflix, iQIYI, faced 
backlash yesterday over a new initiative that 
facilitates the use of actors’ likenesses in arti-

ficially generated dramas and films.
More than 100 celebrities have joined a platform 

to connect with makers of AI-generated content in-
terested in using their image, a senior executive told a 
conference in Beijing.

China’s entertainment industry has rapidly em-
braced the use of artificial intelligence, with AI-gen-
erated films and shows a common feature on video 
platforms.

A slate of Chinese actors took to social media to de-
clare they had not or would not sign up to the “artist 
database”, with fans decrying iQIYI’s apparent move 
to reduce work for human actors.

The streaming site called the backlash a “misun-
derstanding” and insisted actors would retain con-
trol over how their image was used in AI-generated 
content.

“We are not currently licensing the likeness of ac-
tors,” iQIYI Senior Vice-President Liu Wenfeng told 
AFP. “Rather, we are enabling AI creators and actors 
to more quickly establish connections through Na-
dou Pro,” he said, referring to the company’s new AI 
tool targeted at filmmakers.

Users can input prompts into Nadou Pro to gener-
ate short films and use it for editing, according to a 
live demonstration yesterday.

“There’s a misunderstanding here,” Liu said. 
“What kind of drama, which shot — everything 
needs to be confirmed by the actor.”

Fans were also angered by comments made by iQIYI 
chief executive Gong Yu suggesting fully human-
made work could become “intangible cultural herit-
age” — a phrase used in Chinese to describe a relic of 
the past worth preserving.

The phrase “iQIYI went nuts” was the most-dis-
cussed topic on social media platform Weibo by mid-
day.

“If actors all turn into AI, what warmth will these 
works of literature and art have?” read one post.

Experts warn there are risks involved in allowing AI 
to use a person’s image.
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