
Amir receives message 
from Rwanda president
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani has received a written 
message from Rwandan President Paul 
Kagame, pertaining to the two countries’ 
relations and ways to bolster them.
The message was handed to HE the Minister of 
Interior and Commander of Internal Security 
Force (Lekhwiya) Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad bin 
Khalifa al-Thani during his meeting yesterday 
with Rwandan Minister of Interior Vincent 
Biruta, who is on a visit to Doha.
Discussion during the meeting dealt with 
co-operation between Qatar and Rwanda in 
addition to a host of regional and international 
topics of mutual interest. (QNA) Page 2

PM, Dutch FM call for 
supporting mediation
HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim al-Thani received a phone call 
from Dutch Minister of Foreign Aff airs Tom 
Berendsen yesterday.
The two sides discussed aspects of bilateral co-
operation and ways to enhance and develop it 
as well as regional developments, particularly 
those related to the ceasefire between the 
United States and Iran, and eff orts aimed at 
de-escalation to enhance regional security and 
stability.
The prime minister and the Dutch minister 
stressed the need for all parties to respond 
positively to ongoing mediation eff orts, which 
would help address the root causes of the 
crisis through peaceful means and dialogue, 
ultimately leading to a sustainable agreement 
that prevents renewed escalation. (QNA)
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Doha Bank reports 
QR234mn net profi t 
in Q1; total assets jump 
5.1% year-on-year

The sun cuts through a veil of dust at sunset in Al Wakrah Park, Doha, yesterday. 
PICTURE: Thajudheen

Hazy skies over Al WakrahHazy skies over Al Wakrah

GT Report
Doha

Fourteen Qatari companies have earned a 
place in the inaugural “Growth Leaders in 
the Arab World 2026” ranking released by 
Time Magazine, highlighting the region’s 250 
fastest-growing publicly listed companies. 
The list was compiled in partnership with 
Statista, a leading global source of market 
and consumer data. The strong Qatari 
presence on the list underscores the 
country’s expanding corporate landscape 
and the resilience of its publicly listed firms 
across multiple sectors.
Leading the Qatari entries is Oman Qatar 
Insurance Company, which ranked 21st 
regionally, securing the top position among 
local companies. Vodafone Qatar followed as 
the second-highest Qatari firm, placing 51st 
across the Arab world.
In third place locally was Qatar Cinema and Film 
Distribution Company, ranked 55th regionally, 
followed by Al Meera Holding Company in 
fourth place locally (67th regionally).
Industries Qatar secured the fifth position 
among Qatari firms (96th regionally), while 
Qatar Fuel Company (Woqod) ranked sixth 

locally (103rd regionally). Aamal Company 
followed in seventh place (134th regionally).
The eighth and ninth spots were claimed by 
Gulf International Services (135th regionally) 
and Mekdam Holding Group (159th 
regionally), respectively.
Completing the list of Qatari firms were 
Gulf Takaful Insurance Company (166th 
regionally), Islamic Insurance Company 
(186th regionally), Qatar National Bank (QNB) 
(189th regionally), Ahli Bank QPSC (213th 
regionally), and Ezdan Holding Group, which 
ranked 238th regionally.
According to Time, the “Growth Leaders” 
ranking is based on a comprehensive analysis 
of listed companies across Gulf Co-operation 
Council countries: Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab 
Emirates.
The evaluation is built on three key pillars: 
revenue growth, financial stability, and 
stock performance, off ering a data-driven 
snapshot of the companies driving economic 
momentum across the region.
The inclusion of 14 Qatari firms reflects 
sustained growth, strategic expansion, and 
strong market performance, reinforcing 
Qatar’s position as a key player in the Arab 
world’s evolving business landscape.

14 Qatari companies in 14 Qatari companies in TimeTime  
list of ‘Arab Growth Leaders’list of ‘Arab Growth Leaders’

Municipality 
services go 
green with 
fl eet rollout
By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

The Ministry of Municipal-
ity has taken a signifi cant 
stride towards cleaner, 

smarter urban services with the 
launch of a modern fl eet of eco-
friendly vehicles and equipment 
— a move that signals the coun-
try’s deepening resolve to align its 
public infrastructure with global 
environmental benchmarks.

The fl eet was inaugurated by 
Abdullah Ahmed al-Karani, as-
sistant undersecretary for Public 
Services Aff airs, who described 
the initiative as a clear expression 
of the ministry’s commitment to 
embedding best environmental 
practices into its day-to-day op-
erations. He said the new vehicles 
would sharpen the effi  ciency of 
fi eld operations while making a 
tangible contribution to improv-
ing air quality nationwide.

Sherida Sultan al-Rumaihi, di-
rector of the Mechanical Equip-
ment Department, called the 
rollout a qualitative leap in op-
erational capability, noting that 
every vehicle in the fl eet had been 

selected against the most rigor-
ous technical and environmen-
tal criteria, in step with the latest 
advances in global technology and 
in full alignment with sustainable 
development goals.

At the heart of the fl eet’s green 
credentials are Euro 6 engines 
— among the most demanding 
emissions standards in the world 
— which signifi cantly cut harmful 
exhaust emissions, boost fuel effi  -
ciency, and reduce noise pollution. 
Safety, too, has been woven into 
the fl eet’s design, with advanced 
warning lights and high-visibility 
refl ective elements fi tted across 
the vehicles.

The fl eet itself is as diverse as 
the municipal challenges it is built 
to meet. From hearse transport 
ambulances and refrigerated vans 
to street washing vehicles, waste 
collection trucks, and container 
carriers, the range covers a broad 
operational spectrum. Rounding 
out the lineup are a street sweep-
er, a beach cleaning tractor, and a 
dedicated waste collection vehicle 
— together equipping the minis-
try to serve Qatar’s growing urban 
landscape with greater precision, 
sustainability, and care.

The Gulf Co-operation Council has reaff irmed 
its commitment to stability and prosperity as 
the bedrock of its regional and international 
outlook, firmly rejecting war and conflict as 
instruments of policy.
Speaking at the Antalya Diplomacy Forum 
during a session on transcending zero-sum 
politics in the Middle East, GCC Secretary-
General Jasem Mohamed Albudaiwi said the 
bloc has consistently positioned itself as a 
partner in dialogue-driven solutions.
Albudaiwi condemned Iranian attacks on GCC 
member states, describing them as unjustified 
and unlawful, and said that despite concerted 
Gulf eff orts to avert conflict, the attacks and their 
destabilising consequences still came as a shock.
On the Palestinian issue, he said the GCC 
has taken an active role in championing 
international eff orts towards a two-state 
solution while also delivering humanitarian 
aid and political initiatives across the region 
— reflecting the bloc’s view that stability is a 
collective, shared responsibility.
He further argued that the role of regional 
organisations has shifted from optional to 
indispensable.

GCC vows diplomacy over  
conflict, eyes global role

Iran rebuffs fresh talks as US seizes cargo ship
Reuters
Washington/Islamabad

Iran yesterday rebuff ed a fresh 
round of peace negotiations 
with the United States, de-

claring Washington’s demands 
excessive and its conduct in 
breach of the ceasefi re — even 
as US President Donald Trump 
threatened to destroy every pow-
er plant and bridge in the country 
unless Tehran accepted his terms.

Trump said the US military 
had taken control of an Iranian-
fl agged cargo ship by blowing a 
hole in its engine room. “We have 
full custody of their ship, and are 
seeing what’s on board!” he wrote 
on social media.

Tehran’s rejection, reported by 
state news agency IRNA, cited 
Washington’s unrealistic ex-
pectations, constantly shifting 
positions, and the ongoing US 
naval blockade of Iranian ports 
as grounds for refusing to send a 
delegation to Islamabad for a sec-
ond round of talks. Iran’s semi-

offi  cial Tasnim news agency con-
fi rmed no decision had been taken 
to participate while the blockade 
remained in place.

Trump had earlier announced 
on Truth Social that his envoys 
would arrive in Pakistan today 
evening — leaving barely a day 
for progress before the two-
week ceasefi re expires early on 
Wednesday. “We’re off ering a 
very fair and reasonable DEAL, 
and I hope they take it because, 
if they don’t, the United States 
is going to knock out every sin-
gle Power Plant, and every single 
Bridge, in Iran,” he wrote. “NO 
MORE MR. NICE GUY!”

The White House did not im-
mediately respond to Iran’s rejec-
tion.

Pakistan’s Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif said  yesterday  that he 
 spoke with  Iran’s President  Ma-
soud Pezeshkian  about the con-
fl ict in the Gulf.

During the talk, Sharif shared 
insights with Pezeshkian regard-
ing his  recent conversations with 
the leaders of Saudi Arabia,  Qa-

tar and Turkiye,  he said  in a post 
on X.

“I appreciated Iran’s engage-
ment, including its high-level 
delegation to Islamabad for the 
 historic talks,  and recent discus-
sions with Field Marshal Syed 
Asim Munir in Tehran,” Sharif 
said.

Sharif assured Pezeshkian that  
Pakistan remains committed to 
its role as a facilitator of peace 
and regional stability. 

Iran’s chief negotiator, Mo-
hammad Baqer Qalibaf, had ac-
knowledged some progress from 
the fi rst round but said the two 
sides remained far apart on nu-
clear issues and the Strait of Hor-
muz. Washington had proposed a 
20-year suspension of all Iranian 
nuclear activity; Tehran coun-
tered with three to fi ve years.

The strait itself remained 
closed yesterday, a day after Ira-
nian forces fi red on two vessels 
attempting to cross. Iran had 
announced on Friday it would 
reopen the waterway — trigger-
ing the sharpest single-day oil 

price drop in years and a global 
stock market rally — but reversed 
course on Saturday after Trump 
declined to lift the US port block-
ade. Marine traffi  c data showed 
shipping through the strait at a 
virtual standstill.

Energy analyst Amrita Sen, 
founder of the Energy Aspects 
think tank, warned of fresh 
market volatility when trad-
ing resumed today, saying Iran’s 
weekend actions had laid bare 
just how fragile the situation re-
mained.

Now in its eighth week, the 
confl ict has delivered the most 
severe shock to global energy 
supplies in history. 

On the ground in Islamabad, 
two US C-17 cargo planes touched 
down at Nur Khan air base yes-
terday carrying security equip-
ment ahead of the expected del-
egation’s arrival. City authorities 
halted public transport, barbed 
wire was rolled out near the Ser-
ena Hotel — venue of last week’s 
talks — and all guests were or-
dered to leave.

Will Vance lead the US team?
US Vice-President JD Vance will 
lead the US delegation for talks 
with Iran in Pakistan, a White 
House off icial said yesterday — 
shortly after President Donald 
Trump said he would not make 
the trip.
Early in the day, Trump 
announced he was sending 
negotiators to Islamabad for 
meetings with Tehran about 
ending the conflict that has 
raged in the Middle East, with a 
ceasefire soon set to expire.
The president however said 
Vance — who led the last 
round of talks with Tehran in 
Islamabad, but came away with 
no deal — would not make the 
trip, citing security concerns.
“It’s only because of security,” 
Trump told ABC News. “JD’s 
great.”
But the White House quickly 
flipped the script, when asked 

about those comments.
Vance, special envoy Steve 
Witkoff  and Trump’s son-in-law 
Jared Kushner will attend the 
talks, a White House off icial told 
AFP on condition of anonymity.
The trio were on hand last time 
around on April 11-12. (AFP)
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Minister visits Qatar Academy Al Khor

HE the Minister of Education and Higher 
Education Lolwah bint Rashid bin Mo-
hammed al-Khater visited Qatar Founda-

tion (QF)’s Qatar Academy Al Khor, where she was 
welcomed by director-general Dr Aisha al-Muqbali 
along with members of the administrative and 
teaching staff .

The minister toured the campus, observed class-
room learning, and interacted with students.

The visit featured a student-led musical per-
formance and a scout welcome, refl ecting stu-
dents’ pride and sense of belonging.

HE al-Khater was briefed on the academy’s 
teaching approaches and academic programmes, 
which focus on fostering critical and creative 
thinking and encouraging active learning.

Part of the QF’s Pre-University Education (PUE), 
Qatar Academy Al Khor off ers an international 
curriculum in Arabic and English, serving more 
than 1,200 students from kindergarten to Grade 12.

Amir receives written message from Rwanda leader
His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani has 
received a written message 
from Rwanda’s President Paul 
Kagame, pertaining to the two 
countries’ relations and ways 
to bolster them. The message 
was handed to HE the Minister 
of Interior and Commander 
of Internal Security Force 
(Lekhwiya) Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani 
during his meeting yesterday 
with Rwanda’s Minister of 
Interior Dr Vincent Biruta, who is 
on a visit to Doha. – QNA

Qatar, 15 Arab, Islamic nations slam 
Israel naming ‘Somaliland’ envoy

The foreign ministers of Qatar, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, Somalia, Sudan, Libya, Bang-
ladesh, Algeria, Palestine, Turkiye, Indone-

sia, Pakistan, Mauritania, Jordan, and Oman have 
strongly condemned Israel’s appointment of a dip-
lomatic envoy to the so-called Somaliland, consid-
ering it a blatant violation of the sovereignty, unity, 
and territorial integrity of Somalia.

The ministers reiterated their categorical rejec-
tion of all unilateral actions that infringe upon the 
unity or sovereignty of states, emphasising their 

unwavering support for the unity, sovereignty, and 
territorial integrity of Somalia, and their support for 
the legitimate Somali state institutions as the sole 
representatives of the will of the Somali people.

The ministers also stressed that such actions are a 
clear violation of the principles of international law, 
the United Nations Charter and the Constitutive 
Act of the African Union, and represent a danger-
ous precedent that could undermine stability in the 
Horn of Africa region, negatively impacting regional 
peace and security in general. – QNA

The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR 
Congo government, along with Alliance 
Fleuve Congo/March 23 Movement (AFC/

M23), as well as Qatar, the US, Togo (as the Af-
rican Union mediator), the African Union Com-
mission, and Switzerland, have issued a joint 
statement on the meetings held on April 13-17 in 
Montreux, Switzerland, on the implementation of 
the Doha Framework for a Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement.

The meetings were held to discuss the protocol 

on Humanitarian Access and Judicial Protection, 
pursuant to the provisions of the Doha Framework 
for a Comprehensive Peace Agreement between 
the DR Congo government and AFC/M23, signed 
in Doha on November 15 last year.

The DR Congo government and AFC/M23 ex-
pressed their gratitude to Qatar, the US, Switzer-
land, Togo, and the African Union Commission, 
as well as the UN, for their steadfast support in 
advancing peace and stability in eastern DR Con-
go and the broader Great Lakes region. – QNA

Joint statement issued after meeting on 
implementation of Doha Framework

HE the Attorney-General 
Dr Issa bin Saad al-Jafali 
al-Nuaimi inaugurated 

yesterday a refresher training 
course on practical criminal in-
vestigation, organised by the 
Public Prosecution in co-opera-
tion with the Public Prosecution 
of Egypt.

The four-day course is aimed 
at refining participants’ skills 
and enhance performance in the 
field of criminal investigation 
through a practical, application-
based methodology that involves 
reviewing and analysing real 
cases.

In remarks marking the open-
ing of the event, HE Dr al-Nuai-
mi emphasised the importance 
of training courses in raising the 
efficiency of Public Prosecu-
tion members and strengthening 
their capabilities in the field of 
criminal investigation.

He also underscored the judi-
cial co-operation between the 
Qatar’s Public Prosecution and 
its Egyptian counterpart, noting 
both sides’ commitment to ex-
changing expertise in legal and 
judicial fields. – QNA

AG inaugurates 
refresher 
training course

The Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education (MoEHE) has announced a 
gradual return of school activities in gov-

ernment schools and kindergartens, alongside 
the easing of several precautionary measures, as 
part of the eff orts to restore normal school life 
within a safe educational environment.

The decision was issued by the Health and 
Safety Department in co-ordination with the 
relevant authorities across the country.

In a circular addressed to school and kindergar-
ten principals, the department outlined a series of 
updates aimed at enhancing student engagement 
while maintaining necessary safety standards.

According to the new directives, schools are 
now permitted to resume morning assemblies 
and hold daily prayers within internal school 
courtyards.

Indoor and outdoor school activities have 
also been reinstated, enabling students to ac-
tively participate in a wider range of education-
al and extracurricular programmes.

The circular further allows the use of indoor 
and outdoor playgrounds, as well as all open 

spaces inside school buildings, supporting stu-
dents’ physical activity and recreational needs 
while improving the overall quality of the learn-
ing environment.

The department stressed that adherence to 
precautionary measures remains essential.

All teaching and administrative staff  are re-
quired to carry mobile phones at all times to en-
sure rapid response in case of emergencies.

The directive also calls for continued compli-
ance with previously issued health and safety 
guidelines, stressing the importance of main-
taining a secure school environment during this 
transitional phase.

MoEHE okays gradual return 
to extra curricular activities
By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

QMC chief executive meets Jordan’s ambassador
Qatar Media Corporation (QMC) 
chief executive HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Abdulaziz bin Jassim al-Thani 
met yesterday with Jordan’s 
ambassador to Qatar Zaid Mufleh 
al-Lawzi. During the meeting, they 
discussed ways to enhance co-
operation and exchange expertise 
in various media fields. – QNA

On its closing day in Istanbul, the 152nd Gen-
eral Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) unanimously adopted the reso-

lution on the emergency item, submitted by Qatar 
along with a number of other countries, entitled 
“The urgent need for co-ordinated parliamentary 
eff orts to uphold ceasefi re agreements and support 
the achievement of peace in the Middle East and 
other regions”.

The emergency item submitted by Qatar, rep-
resented by the Shura Council, received an over-
whelming majority to be included on the agenda 
of the 152nd IPU’s General Assembly, during the 
session dedicated to voting on requests to include 
emergency items on Friday.

This is the fi rst time that an emergency item sub-
mitted by an Arab state has received the necessary 
votes to be included on the agenda of the General 
Assembly.

Qatar’s delegation during the session was led by 
HE the Speaker of the Shura Council Hassan bin Ab-
dullah al-Ghanim.

The Shura Council’s participation was active in 
its general sessions and specialised meetings, and in 
the discussions that addressed current and multi-
dimensional international issues under the theme 
Promoting hope, preserving peace, and ensuring jus-
tice for future generations.

During the Governing Council meeting, HE the 
Deputy Speaker of the Shura Council, member of the 
IPU’s Executive Committee, and vice-president of 
the Committee for the Arab Group, Dr Hamda bint 
Hassan alSulaiti, delivered a speech in which she 
addressed the council’s contributions to interna-

tional eff orts aimed at achieving sustainable devel-
opment, through its organisation, in co-operation 
with the union, of a parliamentary forum on invest-
ment in individuals and institutions and the role of 
parliamentarians in social development, which was 
hosted by Doha on the sidelines of the Second World 
Summit for Social Development in November.

She also participated in the Bureau of Women 
Parliamentarians, and delivered remarks that fo-
cused on the challenges related to digital violence 
and misinformation targeting women in political 
life.

Members of the Shura Council, as part of the 
council’s delegation for this session, participated in 
the work of the standing committees that discussed 
the topics on their agenda.

Dr Sultan bin Hassan al-Dhabit al-Dosari par-
ticipated in the meeting of the Standing Committee 
on Democracy and Human Rights, while Ahmed bin 
Ibrahim al-Maliki participated in the meeting of the 
Standing Committee on United Nations Aff airs, and 
Yousef bin Ali al-Khater participated in the meeting 
of the Standing Committee on Sustainable Develop-
ment. – QNA

IPU General Assembly adopts emergency 
item resolution submitted by Qatar

Ministry of Culture marks Ministry of Culture marks 
World Heritage Day 2026World Heritage Day 2026

The Ministry of Culture marked World Heritage Day 2026 with 
a series of cultural events and activities aimed at showcasing 
Qatari folklore and highlighting national eff orts to preserve 

and sustain cultural heritage.
The event was held in the presence of HE the Undersecretary of 

the Ministry of Culture Dr Ghanem bin Mubarak al-Ali, along with a 
number of offi  cials, intellectuals, and heritage specialists.

Through the celebration, the ministry seeks to strengthen nation-
al identity among younger generations, highlight heritage as a cor-
nerstone of Qatari collective memory, explore modern methods for 
documenting and preserving heritage, and reinforce culture’s role as 
a bridge for civilisational dialogue.

The director of the ministry’s Heritage and Identity Department, 
Sheikha Najla bint Faisal al-Thani, said that heritage is not limited to 
handicrafts or historical buildings, but represents a comprehensive 
way of life refl ecting the values and spirit of Qatari society.

She stressed that the occasion underscores the importance of pre-
serving cultural heritage as a refl ection of national identity and col-
lective memory across generations.

Sheikha Najla also highlighted Qatar’s ongoing eff orts to promote 
its heritage internationally through co-operation with regional and 
global organisations, particularly Unesco and ALECSO.

This year’s celebration expanded beyond traditional venues, with 
activities held in shopping malls to engage wider audiences and pro-
mote national identity in public spaces.

An accompanying exhibition organised by the Heritage and Iden-
tity Department at the ministry’s headquarters showcased vari-
ous aspects of Qatari identity, including documentary photographs 
highlighting eff orts to preserve heritage for future generations.

Mohammed Saeed al-Balushi, an expert at the Heritage and Iden-
tity Department, presented a paper reviewing Qatar’s eff orts over the 
past 60 years to collect and preserve heritage.

He traced the evolution from individual initiatives in Al Zubarah to 
the establishment of institutions such as Qatar National Library, Qa-
tar Radio, and the Department of Culture and Arts, founded in 1977 
under the Ministry of Information.

Al-Balushi highlighted key milestones, including the Arab Gulf 
States Folklore Centre, established in 1982 based on a Qatari proposal 
and later closed in 1995.

He also referred to historical manuscripts, noting the existence of 
four copies of the Zubarah Qur’an preserved in Qatar Museums, Qa-
tar National Library, Saudi Aramco, and Bahrain.

He also outlined the institutional evolution from the Heritage 
Committee to the Heritage House, culminating in the establishment 
of the Heritage and Identity Department in 2021.

During the session, al-Balushi stressed that heritage is not static, 
noting that major events and crises contribute to shaping new narra-
tives within collective memory.

He also highlighted the limited presence of Qatari folk tales in 
media and drama, calling for their adaptation into formats such as 
animation and theatre to strengthen national identity among youth.

During a symposium titled “Qatar’s Eff orts in Preserving Herit-
age”, moderated by media personality and researcher Saleh Gharib 
al-Obaidli, discussions addressed the documentation of historical 
photographs.

Al-Balushi noted that rights to Qatari photographs dating from 
1951-58 are held by the Geographic Information Systems Centre, 
stressing the need to establish a centralised archive to support re-
searchers and the public. – QNA

The Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Education 
(MoEHE) has launched an 

initiative to insource Qatari train-
ers in educational and training 
service centres.

The initiative was introduced by 
the Educational Services Centres 
Department under the Private Ed-
ucation Aff airs sector, with the aim 
of supporting national talent and 
strengthening its presence in the 
training and continuing education 
sector.

The launch event was attended 
by HE the Minister of Education 
and Higher Education Lolwah bint 
Rashid bin Mohammed al-Khater, 
HE the Undersecretary of the Minis-
try of Education and Higher Educa-
tion Dr Ibrahim bin Saleh al-Nuai-
mi, and Assistant Undersecretary 
for Private Education Aff airs at the 
MoEHE Omar Abdulaziz al-Naama.

Speaking at a press conference 

held on the occasion, the direc-
tor of the Educational Services 
Centres Department, Iman Ali al-
Nuaimi, affi  rmed that the initia-
tive comes in response to the rapid 
growth witnessed by private edu-
cational and training service cen-
tres, and refl ects a commitment 
to empowering Qatari trainers and 
developing their professional ca-
pabilities.

She noted that the initiative aims 
to enhance the quality of training 
outcomes and strengthen the coun-
try’s sustainable learning ecosys-
tem, in alignment with the objec-
tives of Qatar National Vision 2030.

Al-Nuaimi revealed a remark-
able response from national talent, 
with 121 Qatari trainers registered 
under the initiative.

Women accounted for 80.2% of 
participants.

She also highlighted the diversity 
of professional experience among 

participants, noting that more than 
9% have over 20 years of experi-
ence, while the remainder possess 
between 5-20 years of experience 
across various specialised fi elds.

Al-Nuaimi said that the train-
ing areas covered by the initiative 
include entrepreneurship, human 
development, creative thinking 
and problem-solving, time and 
stress management, leadership, 
and eff ective communication 
skills, vital specialisations directly 
linked to the needs of Qatar’s la-
bour market.

She stated that registered train-
ers will undergo interviews to ob-
tain accredited licences and per-
mits to work in educational and 
training centres.

A list of licensed trainers will 
then be circulated to these centres, 
with follow-up measures to ensure 
their engagement in delivering 
training programmes. – QNA

Ministry initiative to insource Qatari 
trainers in educational services centres

The Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH) has con-
cluded the third public 

health sector football tourna-
ment.

The Food Safety Department 
team at the MoPH won the tour-
nament title after defeating the 
Primary Health Care Corporation 
team 3-1 in the fi nal match.

The Aisha Bint Hamad Al At-
tiyah Hospital team secured third 
place with a 4-1 victory over 
the Naufar Centre in the playoff  
match.

The tournament brought to-

gether 40 teams representing 
various healthcare institutions 
and featured a range of accom-
panying activities, including vir-
tual health workshops, awareness 
booths, and educational stations 
for participants and the public.

The tournament was organ-
ised under the supervision of the 
ministry’s Human Resources De-
partment, in collaboration with 
the healthcare sector, as part of 
the “Employee Wellbeing and 
Wellness Programme”.

This programme is a national-
level joint initiative across the 

healthcare sector in Qatar and 
represents a leading model for 
unifying institutional eff orts to 
promote the physical, mental, 
and social well-being of health-
care professionals.

Ghanim Ibrahim al-Mohan-
nadi, the director of the MoPH’s 
Human Resources Department 
and chairperson of the Public 
Health Sector HR Leadership 
Committee, commended the 
tournament’s success at multiple 
levels, highlighting both the high 
standard of organisation and the 
strong level of participation

MoPH’s public health sector football event ends
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Jerusalem 
Governorate warns 
of mass Israeli 
incursions into 
Al-Aqsa mosque
The Jerusalem Governorate in 
a statement warned of calls by 
Israeli “Temple groups” to mobilise 
large numbers of settlers to carry 
out mass incursions into Al-Aqsa 
Mosque next Wednesday.
The governorate said the calls 
aim to intensify the raising of 
Israeli occupation flags inside the 
courtyards of Al-Aqsa Mosque, 
describing the move as a a 
provocative act that violates the 
sanctity of the site. It also warned 
of serious repercussions of the 
act, holding Israeli occupation 
authorities fully responsible for 
any potential escalation. Earlier, 
dozens of settlers stormed Al-Aqsa 
Mosque under heavy Israeli police 
protection. The mosque has been 
subjected to increasing incursions 
by settlers, (QNA)

Hormuz shuttered: Uncertainty 
looms over Iran-US negotiations
AFP
Tehran, Washington, Dubai, 
Jerusalem and Beirut 

The strategic Strait of Hor-
muz was again closed on 
Sunday in the stand-off  

between Iran and the United 
States, with Iran’s powerful par-
liament speaker signalling a fi nal 
peace deal remained “far” off  de-
spite seeming momentum gain-
ing in Washington pertaining to 
the  expected negotiations.

As mediation efforts have 
persisted following high-level 
talks in Pakistan that failed to 
reach a deal on both sides, how-
ever,  Iran said it will not al-
low the crucial maritime trade 
chokepoint to re-open until the 
United States ends a blockade of 
Iranian ports.

Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, 
speaker of the Iranian parlia-
ment, in a televised address on 
Saturday night proclaimed that 
there had been “progress” with 
Washington “but there are many 
gaps and some fundamental 
points remain”.

“We are still far from the fi nal 
discussion,” said Ghalibaf, one of 
Tehran’s negotiators in the talks 
aimed at ending the war launched 
by Israel and the United States 
against the Islamic republic.

A two-week ceasefire is set to 
end on Wednesday unless it is 
renewed. US President Donald 
Trump said “very good conver-
sations” were going on with Iran 
but warned Tehran against try-
ing to “blackmail” the United 
States.

On Friday, Tehran had declared 
the Strait of Hormuz, through 
which a fi fth of the world’s oil 
and liquefi ed natural gas usually 
transits, open after a temporary 
ceasefi re was agreed to halt Isra-
el’s war with Iran’s ally Hezbollah 
in Lebanon.

That prompted elation in glo-
bal markets and sent oil prices 
plunging, but Tehran reversed 
course after Trump insisted the 

US blockade of Iranian ports 
would continue until a fi nal deal 
was struck.

“If America does not lift the 
blockade, traffi  c in the Strait of 
Hormuz will defi nitely be lim-
ited,” Ghalibaf said.

Iran’s supreme leader Mojtaba 
Khamenei, who has yet to be seen 
since taking power after his father 
was killed in the war’s opening 
strikes, said in a written message 
that Iran’s navy “stands ready” to 
defeat the United States.

Trump accused Iran of get-
ting “a little cute” with its recent 
moves and warned Tehran not to 
try to “blackmail” Washington by 
fl ip-fl opping on the strait.

“We have very good conversa-
tions going on,” the president told 
reporters at the White House, 
adding that the United States was 
“taking a tough stand”.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
warned that any attempt to pass 
through the strait without per-
mission “will be considered co-
operation with the enemy, and the 
off ending vessel will be targeted”.

A handful of oil and gas tankers 
crossed the strait early on Satur-
day during the brief reopening, 
tracking data showed, but others 
retreated and hardly any vessels 
were crossing the waterway by 
the late afternoon.

A UK maritime security 
agency said the Revolutionary 

Guards fired at one tanker, while 
security intelligence firm Van-
guard Tech reported the force 
had threatened to “destroy” an 
empty cruise ship that was flee-
ing the Gulf.

In a third incident, the UK 
agency said it received a report of 
a vessel “being hit by an unknown 

projectile, which caused damage” 
to shipping containers but no fi re.

The Indian foreign ministry 
said it had summoned the Iranian 
ambassador to lodge a protest 
over a “shooting incident” in-
volving two Indian-fl agged ships 
in the strait.

On the diplomatic front, 
Egypt, which has been involved 
in mediation eff orts with Pa-
kistan, appeared optimistic on 
Saturday with Foreign Minister 
Badr Abdelatty saying Cairo and 
Islamabad hoped to secure a fi nal 
agreement “in the coming days”.

A major sticking point has 
been Iran’s stockpile of near-
weapons-grade enriched ura-
nium. Trump said Friday that 
Iran had agreed to hand over its 
roughly 440 kilograms of en-
riched uranium. “We’re going to 
get it by going in with Iran, with 
lots of excavators,” he said.

Iran’s foreign ministry has 
said the stockpile, thought to be 
buried deep under rubble from 
US bombing in last June’s 12-day 
war, was “not going to be trans-
ferred anywhere” and surrender-
ing it “to the US has never been 
raised in negotiations”.

The Middle East war began on 
February 28 with a massive wave 
of US-Israeli attacks on Iran, 
despite Washington and Tehran 
being engaged in negotiations 
at the time. The confl ict rapidly 
spread across the region, with 
Iran targeting neighbouring Gulf 
countries that are home to US 
military bases, and Iran-backed 
Hezbollah dragging Lebanon into 
the war by launching rockets at 
Israel in support of Iran.

A French soldier was killed and 
three others wounded in an am-
bush on Saturday on UN peace-
keepers in Lebanon that France’s 
president blamed on Hezbollah, 
an accusation the group denied.

Israel’s military reported that 
two of its soldiers had also been 
killed in combat in southern Leb-
anon since the start of a 10-day 
truce on Friday between Israel 
and Lebanon.

Dark waters: Iraqi fi sh 
farmers mourn losses
AFP
Az Zubaydiyah

 

On the banks of Iraq’s Ti-
gris River, Haidar Kazem 
mourned 300 tonnes of 

the fi sh he had carefully raised in 
ponds wiped out by a fl ood of pol-
luted water.

Water supplies in Iraq, the east-
ern half of what is known as the 
region’s fertile crescent and which 
the United Nations ranks among 
the countries most aff ected by cli-
mate change, are in a dire state.

“In just two hours, my entire 
project was gone — fi sh I had spent 
a year-and-a-half raising. I am 
back to zero,” the 43-year-old fi sh 
farmer told AFP.

Earlier this month, after yet an-
other very dry season, a brief spate 
of rain led authorities to open the 
gates of the Hamrin Dam, send-
ing water into the Diyala, a tribu-
tary that is choked with untreated 
sewage. The fl ood then swept the 
contaminated water into the larger 
Tigris, and the pollution was so 
severe that it was visible in satel-
lite images.

“No one told us that polluted 
water was headed our way,” Kazem 
said, adding that the contaminated 
stream reached his ponds on April 
5, killed all his fi sh and caused 
losses exceeding a million dollars.

Kazem buried his stock — carp 
for Iraq’s beloved grilled dish mas-
guf — and now spends his days 
cleaning their fl oating cages on the 
banks of the Tigris, haunted by the 
question: how will he save his live-
lihood? “I don’t know any other 
trade, and I don’t have the money 
to restart,” he said.

Arkan al-Shimari, the head of 
the agriculture department in Ka-
zem’s province Wasit, said that 
the sewage stream has killed more 
than 1,000 tonnes of fi sh.

According to authorities, several 
water treatment plants discharge 
untreated sewage into the Diyala 
River, which years of drought in Iraq 
have left low and notorious for its 
foul odour. Environmental open-
source investigator Wim Zwijnen-
burg said that the Diyala consist-
ently appears darker than the Tigris 
due to wastewater discharge, its low 
depth and weaker currents.

Normally, it would gradually 
mix into the Tigris, but this time 
heavy rain created a stronger cur-
rent in Diyala, sending a less-
diluted polluted water into the 
Tigris, and “thus aff ecting down-
stream fi sheries and potentially 
also water treatment plants”.

As the situation worsened, au-
thorities restricted water supply 
— normally treated water from the 
Tigris — in several areas of Wasit, 
reporting 20 documented cases of 
poisoning and rash.

Declining rain over recent 
years, coupled with rising tem-
peratures, has brought water 
levels in the Tigris and Euphra-
tes rivers to staggering lows, for 
which Baghdad also accuses up-
stream dams built by neighbour-
ing Turkey and Iran.

Following the recent fi sh die-

off , authorities vowed they would 
take the necessary measures to 
treat wastewater before discharge. 
However, Iraq’s infrastructure re-
main in a pitiful state and its water 
management systems in disrepair.

In the town of al-Numaniyah, 
fi sh farmer Mazen Mansour, 51, 
gazed over the still water in his 
empty fl oating cages, which un-
til recently held 38,000 fi sh he 
had been counting on selling next 
month. Mansour said only realised 
the gravity of the situation when 
he saw his fi sh dying. He tried to 
save them by providing oxygen to 
his basins, but it was too late.

“The water was black and fi lled 
with sewage,” he said. “All our 
work was gone in one night,” add-
ed the father of four. Now, he waits 
and hopes for compensation from 
the government.

Egypt, Kuwait 
FMs hold political 
consultations 
on regional 
developments and 
bilateral relations

Egypt’s Foreign Minister 
Badr Abdelatty held political 
consultations yesterday with 
his Kuwaiti counterpart Sheikh 
Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, 
currently visiting Cairo. The 
consultations addressed eff orts 
to de-escalate tensions and end 
the war in the region, along with 
the latest developments in US-Iran 
negotiations. 
Abdelatty briefed his Kuwaiti 
counterpart on the outcomes of 
his recent visit to Washington 
and the quadrilateral meeting 
held on Saturday in Antalya, 
Turkiye, involving the foreign 
ministers of Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Pakistan, and Turkiye. He stressed 
Egypt’s position on the need of 
taking into account the security 
concerns of Gulf states in any 
future regional arrangements, 
aff irming that Kuwait’s security is 
an integral part of Egypt’s national 
security. Kuwait’s Foreign Minister 
expressed his deep appreciation 
for Egypt’s role in strengthening 
Arab solidarity. (QNA)A giant billboard referring to the ‘Strait of Hormuz’ and IRGC navy along a busy street in the Iranian capital 

on Sunday.  (AFP) 

Iraqi fish farmers clean tanks of dead fish at a farm in the town of 
al-Numaniyah, near the city of Kut in southern Iraq. (AFP)

Tehran has not decided whether to join new 
talks with US:  IRNA state news agency 
Iran has yet to decide whether it 
will take part in a new round of 
talks with the United States, local 
media reported Sunday, with the 
IRNA state news agency saying 
“there is no clear prospect of 
fruitful negotiations”.
The Fars and Tasnim news 
agencies, quoting anonymous 
sources, said Tehran had yet 
to decide whether it would 
participate and that “the overall 
atmosphere cannot be assessed 
as very positive”, with Fars citing 
one source as saying the lifting 

of a US blockade on Iranian 
ports was a precondition for 
talks.
IRNA, meanwhile, pointed to 
Washington’s “maximalism 
and unreasonable and 
unrealistic demands, frequent 
changes of positions, constant 
contradictions and the 
continuation of the so-called 
naval blockade”, The news 
agency added that “in these 
circumstances, there is no 
clear prospect of fruitful 
negotiations”. AFP
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Israel vows to level homes in Lebanon, 
counter threats with ‘full force’
AFP
Beirut

Israel said its military had been 
instructed to use “full force” 
against imminent threats in 

Lebanon despite a truce there 
and vowed to level homes alleg-
edly used by Hezbollah, with state 
media reporting demolitions were 
underway on Sunday.

While some displaced south 
Lebanon residents have rushed 
back to their homes, many are 
hesitant to return, uncertain 
about the durability of the 10-
day truce, which came into eff ect 
last Friday and halted weeks of 
fi ghting between Israel and Iran-
backed militant group Hezbollah.

In the village of Dibbine, an 
AFP correspondent saw a man in-
specting damage to his home and 
people walking near the rubble of 
destroyed buildings.

In Srifa, another correspondent 
saw people unloading belongings 
including mattresses and a wash-
ing machine as they returned to 
the southern village.

Elsewhere, an AFP corre-
spondent saw people travelling 
away from the south after retriev-
ing belongings from their homes.

Israeli Defence Minister Israel 
Katz said he and Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu had in-
structed the army “to act with 
full force, both on the ground and 
from the air, including during 
the ceasefi re, in order to protect 
our soldiers in Lebanon from any 
threat”.

He said the military had also 
been ordered to demolish any 
structure or road that was “boo-
by-trapped”, and “to remove the 
houses in the contact villages 
near the border that served in 
every respect as Hezbollah terror 
outposts”.

Fait accompli
Lebanon’s state-run National 

News Agency (NNA) said that 
“the Israeli enemy is still destroy-
ing what remains of houses” in 
Bint Jbeil on Sunday after report-

ing demolitions in the town a day 
earlier.

Located around fi ve kilometres 
(three miles) from the Israeli bor-
der, Bint Jbeil saw heavy fi ghting 
between Israeli forces and Hez-
bollah before the ceasefi re.

The NNA also said the Israeli 
army was “blowing up houses in 
Mais al-Jabal” and “carrying out 
a sweep operation and detona-
tions” in Deir Seryan, both also 
near the border, while the town 
of Kunin “was subjected to enemy 
artillery shelling”.

On Saturday, Israel’s military 
said it had established a “Yellow 
Line” in south Lebanon, simi-
lar to the one in Gaza that sepa-
rates areas held by Israeli forces 
from those controlled by militant 
group Hamas.

On Sunday, the military pub-
lished a map showing its “for-
ward defence line” and an area 
in red stretching along the length 
of the Lebanese border where it 
said forces were operating “to 

dismantle Hezbollah terror in-
frastructure sites and to prevent 
direct threats to communities in 
northern Israel”.

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan 
Fidan on Sunday denounced what 
he called “Israeli expansionism” 
in Lebanon, accusing it of seeking 
to create a “fait accompli” despite 
the ceasefi re.

The truce took eff ect days after 
the fi rst high-level meeting be-
tween Lebanon and Israel in dec-
ades, pausing a war that has killed 
nearly 2,300 people in Lebanon 
and displaced more than a million 
since it broke out on March 2.

France visit 
On Tuesday, French President 

Emmanuel Macron will meet 
Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf 
Salam in Paris. The visit aims to 
demonstrate Macron’s commit-
ment to the ceasefi re and France’s 
support for Lebanon’s “territorial 
integrity”, the president’s offi  ce 
said.

Macron is also expected to urge 

Lebanese authorities to prosecute 
those responsible for an attack on 
UN peacekeepers in south Leba-
non on Saturday that killed one 
French soldier and wounded three 
others.

France and the force have 
blamed Hezbollah, which denied 
involvement.

Salam’s offi  ce said the premier 
would fi rst travel to Luxembourg 
on Tuesday “to meet EU foreign 
ministers” ahead of the Paris 
visit.

Earlier on Sunday, Lebanon’s 
military announced it had reo-
pened a road linking the city of 
Nabatiyeh with the Khardali area, 
and had “partially reopened the 
Burj Rahal-Tyre bridge” in the 
country’s south.

Israeli strikes on bridges 
across Lebanon’s Litani River, 
which flows around 30 kilome-
tres north of the Israeli border, 
have largely cut off the area from 
the rest of Lebanon, according 
to the army.

A bulldozer clears the rubble from the site of an Israeli airstrike as people return to Beirut’s southern 
suburbs yesterday. (AFP) /

Pope Leo XIV waves to the crowd as he arrives to lead a Holy Rosary 
Prayer on the esplanade in front of the “Mama Muxima” Shrine in 
Muxima yesterday. (AFP)

Pope urges Angola to 
overcome divisions 
after decades of war
Reuters 
Kilamba 

Pope Leo XIV urged Angolans 
on Sunday to overcome  divi-
sions after decades of war, 

fi rst  at a Mass in a fi eld outside Lu-
anda and then in a prayer at  a site 
that was once a hub  for transatlan-
tic slavery, events that jointly drew 
roughly  130,000 people.

The fi rst US-born pope, who 
has become outspoken on war and 
inequality and angered President 
Donald Trump, celebrated Mass 
outside in Kilamba, a sprawling 
housing development, before trav-
elling by helicopter to the Catholic 
shrine in Muxima.

During the Mass, he called An-
gola, which experienced a 27-year 
civil confl ict from 1975 to 2002, a 
“beautiful yet wounded country”.

He urged Angolans to “build 
together a country where old di-
visions are overcome once and for 
all, where hatred and violence dis-
appear.”

At the shrine, about 130 km (81 
miles) southeast of the capital 
on the edge of the Kwanza River, 
throngs of people danced and sang 
in  hot, humid weather as the pope 
was driven through the crowd in a 
white golf cart.

The shrine, now a popular re-
ligious site, was built as part of a 
16th-century Portuguese fortress 
at the heart of the trade that  his-
torians estimate captured some six 
million people from what is now  
Angola to enslave and send to the 
Americas.

Leo did not refer to the  site’s 
history in his remarks but called on 
Angolans to build a peaceful, more 
just world.

“It is love that must triumph, 
not war!” he said.

At the end of the Mass in Kil-
amba, the pope decried a recent 
ramp-up in the Ukraine war, call-
ing “for the weapons to fall silent 
and for the path of dialogue to be 
followed”.

He also praised the ceasefi re be-
tween Israel and Lebanon, to end 
fi ghting between Israeli forces and 
Iran-backed Hezbollah, as a “rea-
son for hope”.

Believers began arriving be-
fore dawn at Kilamba to hear Leo 
speak.

Among those welcoming him 
was Sister Christina Matende, who 
arrived around 6:00 a.m. (0500 
GMT) for the Mass.

“The pope  coming here is a joy,” 
she said. “We  are living in a mo-
ment of a lot of diffi  culties.”

Angola is one of the leading 
oil-producing countries in sub-
Saharan Africa, but its popula-
tion of 36.6 million people is still 
confronting extreme poverty, with 
more than 30% living on less than 
$2.15 per day, according to the 
World Bank.

More than half of the country 
identifi es as Catholic.

Leo is visiting Angola on the 
third leg of a four-nation Africa 
tour. In a speech to the country’s 
political leaders on Saturday, he 
decried the exploitation of natural 
resources on the continent.

The pope criticised “despots 
and tyrants” who he said guaran-
tee wealth but do not  deliver on 
their promises, leading to suff ering 
and deaths.

He also urged political leaders to 
focus on helping all their people, 
not just corporate interests.

“History will then vindicate 
you, even if in the near term some 
may oppose you,” he said.

Anielka Caliata, 25, who was in 
the crowd waiting for the pope in 
Kilamba on Sunday, said she was 
grateful for the way the pope has 
debuted a forceful speaking style 
on his Africa tour.

“Our country needs a lot of 
this message and I think the pope 
will help us to think and reflect 
about that, knowing that all of 
us need  to work together and do  
our best to have peace,” she said, 
as she stood with her fiancé and 
parents.

Pro-Palestinian rally in Morocco 
over Israel’s death penalty law
AFP
Rabat

Thousands of Moroccans gathered in Rabat yesterday 
to voice their support for the Palestinian cause and 
protest a new Israeli law that would allow the execu-

tion of Palestinians convicted of deadly attacks.
The crowd of around 5,000 people marched down the 

capital’s Mohammed V Avenue in the centre of town, with 
many carrying Palestinian and Moroccan fl ags, AFP jour-
nalists reported.

The protest was called by the National Action Group for 
Palestine, which brings together members from the Justice 
and Development party and left-wing activists.

Marchers chanted “no to the death penalty” and “no 
to occupation and Zionism”, as well as slogans criticising 
Israel’s conduct of the war in Gaza.

“We’re sending our support to Palestinian prisoners who 
are threatened by this new law on the death penalty,” said 
Aziz El Hannaoui, a member of the organising coalition.

The Israeli law makes the death penalty the default pun-
ishment for Palestinians in the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
found guilty of intentionally carrying out deadly attacks 
deemed “acts of terrorism” by an Israeli military court.

It also allows the death penalty to be applied in murder 
cases tried in Israeli criminal courts if the perpetrator in-
tended to “put an end to the existence of the State of Israel”.

Critics have said that by eff ectively creating a separate 
legal track for Palestinians, the law appears to be in confl ict 
with Israel’s Basic Laws, which prohibit arbitrary discrimi-
nation.

After its passage, the law was condemned by the Pales-
tinian Authority, activists and several foreign governments, 
and immediately drew a court challenge.

While the death penalty exists for a small number of 
crimes in Israel, it has become a de facto abolitionist coun-
try — the Nazi Holocaust perpetrator Adolf Eichmann was 
the last person to be executed in 1962.

The protesters in Rabat on Sunday also renewed the con-
tinued criticism of Morocco’s normalisation of ties with 
Israel in 2020.

Moroccan protesters wave flags during a rally in support of 
the Palestinian people and against Israel’s approval of a death 
penalty bill, in Rabat yesterday. (AFP)

DR Congo, M23 armed group agree to ease aid, free prisoners
The DR Congo (DRC) government 
and the M23 group agreed to 
ease humanitarian aid deliveries 
and release prisoners within 
10 days, according to a joint 
statement Sunday following talks in 
Switzerland.
Since 2021, the M23, backed by 
Rwanda, has seized territory in 
eastern Democratic Republic of 
Congo, a region ravaged by more 
than 30 years of conflict.
The two sides signed a US-brokered 
peace agreement in December 
but fighting has continued. Talks 
mediated by Qatar were held in the 
Swiss town of Montreux from April 
13 to 17.
“The DRC and AFC/M23 (the parties) 

agreed on the critical importance of 
ensuring life-saving humanitarian 
assistance for the people of eastern 
DRC,” said a statement issued by 
both sides, mediators and other 
attendees.
“The parties agreed to facilitate 
rapid, unimpeded, safe, and 
sustained humanitarian access.”
The two sides “agreed to comply 
with all of their obligations under 
international humanitarian law, 
international human rights law, 
and international refugee law, as 
applicable.“ Both sides agreed to 
refrain from any action undermining 
the principled delivery of 
humanitarian assistance within the 
territories impacted by the conflict.”

They said ensuring protection of 
civilians “remains paramount during 
the conduct of hostilities”.
The DRC and the M23 agreed to 
refrain from any attack, destruction 
or removal of objects and 
infrastructure indispensable to the 
survival of the civilian population.
They pledged to protect 
humanitarian workers, facilitate aid 
convoys and “do their utmost” to 
avoid aid being diverted or pillaged.
The two sides “also agreed within 
10 days to release prisoners... to 
continue building confidence.”
Additionally, they signed a 
memorandum of understanding on 
ceasefire verification mechanisms 
“to begin conducting surveillance, 

monitoring, verification, and 
reporting on the implementation of 
the permanent ceasefire”.
The M23 made advances in early 
2025, capturing the major eastern 
cities of Goma and Bukavu.
Days after the signing of the US-
brokered peace deal, the armed 
group seized another major city, 
Uvira on the border with Burundi, 
provoking an angry response from 
the United States.
While denying off ering the M23 
military backing, Rwanda insists 
that it faces an existential threat 
from the presence in the eastern 
DRC of armed groups linked to the 
1994 Rwandan genocide of the 
Tutsis. (AFP)
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Carney says Canada’s US ties 
have become a weakness
Reuters
Calgary

Canada’s close ties to the US were once 
a strength but have become a weak-
ness, Prime Minister Mark Carney said 

 yesterday, in a video message to his  country in 
which  he also praised the heroism of military 
leaders  who fought against US  invasion more 
than two  centuries ago.

Holding up a small toy soldier depiction of 
General Isaac Brock, the British military leader 
who died defending what is now Canada from 
a US invasion in the War of 1812, Carney said 
Canada can’t control the disruption coming 
from its US neighbours, and can’t bet its future 
on the hope that it will suddenly  stop.

“The situation today feels unique, but we’ve 
faced down threats like this before,” Carney 
said, referencing Brock and several other Cana-
dian  historical fi gures, including Chief Tecum-
seh who united  Indigenous Nations across the 
Great Lakes to resist US  expansion in 1812.

Carney, who secured a parliamentary major-
ity for his Liberal government last week, has 
said his electoral win will help him deal more 
eff ectively in the trade war started by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

US Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick 
slammed Canada as a diffi  cult trading partner 
last week.

Canada, which sends almost 70% of its ex-
ports to the US, is  this year due to  review the 
trilateral US-Mexico-Canada free trade treaty. 
US offi  cials have suggested they want major 
changes to the pact.

As well as imposing tariffs on Canadian 
exports such as steel, aluminium and autos, 
Trump has repeatedly mused about annex-
ing Canada and turning it into the 51st US 
state.

Carney’s offi  ce did not immediately respond 
to questions about why he  had released the 
video now and why he had praised fi gures who 
resisted US expansionism.

Carney said he plans to give regular address-
es to Canadians in the weeks and months ahead 
to update them on what his government is do-
ing to grow Canada’s economy and defend its 
sovereignty.

“It’s our country, it’s our future, we are tak-
ing back control,”  he said.

Prime Minister Mark Carney waiting for 
Finland’s President Alexander Stubb in 
Ottawa, Ontario. (Reuters/File Photo)

Hollywood, Silicon Valley turn out for the ‘Oscars of Science’

AFP
Los Angeles

Big names from the worlds of 
fi lm, technology, music and 
sports gathered on Saturday 

in Santa Monica, California for the 
Breakthrough Prizes, popularly 
known as the “Oscars of Science.”

The awards, co-founded by 
philanthropists and tech entre-
preneurs, recognise the research 
achievements of leading scientists 
around the world in three broad 
categories: Life Sciences, Funda-
mental Physics and Mathematics.

“These are some of the most he-
roic and inspiring people we get in 
the world,” actor Edward Norton 
told AFP.

According to the American His-
tory X star, it was important to 
turn out and “to highlight what 
this kind of work contributes to all 
of us.”

“The US has the most anti-sci-
ence administration in US history,” 
the actor said. “It’s always impor-

tant, but if it was ever especially 
important, the moment is now.”

In the last year, the Trump ad-
ministration has slashed funding 
for science, halting projects and 
devastating workforces.

Rock climber Alex Honnold 
agreed with Norton, adding that 
he hoped the fl uctuations “of the 
political climate... are short-term 
compared to the long-term ef-
fort required to make these kind of 

gains in human knowledge.”
OpenAI CEO Sam Altman said 

the collaboration between his 
company’s artifi cial intelligence 
technology and some of the award-
winning scientists “is moving 
things faster and faster, and let-
ting them discover new things and 
bring them to the world faster than 
they could before.”

“Change this fast is really diso-
rienting. So there will be a lot of 

big questions that we’ll have to 
sort through as a society,” Altman 
told AFP.

The Breakthrough Foundation 
was started by Google co-founder 
Sergey Brin; Mark Zuckerberg and 
his wife Priscilla Chan; science 
patrons Julia and Yuri Milner; and 
Anne Wojcicki, CEO of 23andMe.

Six prizes worth $3mn each were 
presented at the 12th edition of the 
awards.

French mathematician Frank 
Merle was honoured for his work 
on nonlinear equations describing 
the behaviour of waves, fl uids and 
other systems.

Merle told AFP the funding is 
“essential” for science.

“Science is one of the founda-
tions of our civilisation,” he said.

Hollywood A-listers Ben Af-
fl eck, Lily Collins, Robert Downey 
Jr., Gigi Hadid, Anne Hathaway, 
Jessica Chastain, Naomi Watts and 
her husband, Billy Crudup, also 
attended the event, alongside pub-
lic fi gures like Bill Gates and Paris 
Hilton.

Robert Downey Jr attends the 12th Breakthrough Prize ceremony gala in 
Santa Monica, California. (Reuters)

Eight children dead in US 

domestic violence shooting

AFP
Washington

Eight children were killed in a shooting spree early yesterday in 
the southern US state of Louisiana, in what police said appears 
to have been an incident of domestic violence.

The incident, which took place just after 6:00am (1100 GMT) in 
the city of Shreveport, was the deadliest mass shooting in the US in 
more than two years, according to data from the Gun Violence Ar-
chive.

The gunman, who was not immediately identifi ed but was report-
edly an adult male, was fatally shot by police after a car chase, offi  -
cials said.

Police Corporal Chris Bordelon told a press conference that the 
“rather extensive crime scene” spanned three residences, which were 
being combed for evidence by investigators.

The victims ranged in age from one to 14, Bordelon said. Two other 
people were struck by gunfi re, but their conditions were not imme-
diately known.

“Some of the children inside were his descendants,” he added.
The suspect carjacked a vehicle and led police on a chase before 

offi  cers opened fi re and the assailant was killed. No offi  cers were in-
jured, according to state police.

“We do believe him to be the only individual that fi red gunshots 
at these locations,” Bordelon said, calling the incident a “domestic 
disturbance.”

Police said more details about the victims and the gunman would 
be released pending notifi cation of next of kin.

ABC affi  liate KTBS reported that the two people wounded were 
adult women who were shot in the head. The network also said a male 
child was injured when he jumped from a roof of one of the homes.

One of Louisiana’s two US senators, Republican Bill Cassidy, called 
the incident an episode of “horrifi c violence” and wished the survi-
vors a speedy recovery.

Louisiana Governor Jeff  Landry said he was “heartbroken.”
The US, where fi rearms are readily available, is a frequent scene of 

gun violence, with thousands of people killed every year.
“It’s a terrible morning in Shreveport and we all mourn with the 

victims,” Mayor Tom Arceneaux said at the press conference.

US security agency is using 
Anthropic’s Mythos despite 
blacklist, Axios reports

Reuters
Washington

The US National Secu-
rity Agency  is using 
Anthropic’s Mythos  

Preview AI  tool despite the 
Pentagon hitting  the company 
 with a formal  supply-chain risk 
designation, Axios reported 
yesterday.

The Mythos Preview model 
was being used more widely 
within the department, Axios 
said, citing sources. Reuters 
could not immediately verify 
the report.

Anthropic, the NSA and  the 
Department of Defense did 
not immediately respond to 
requests for comment  outside 
regular business hours. The  
NSA is part of the  Defense De-
partment.

Last week, US President 
Donald Trump’s administra-
tion and Anthropic’s CEO dis-
cussed working together for the 
first time since a dispute earlier 
this year between the Pentagon 
and the AI firm over how that 
 company’s models  should be 
used.

The talks came amid growing 
fears the artificial intelligence 
startup’s latest model Mythos 
will supercharge cyberattacks.

The model is the company’s 
“most capable yet for coding 
and agentic tasks,” Anthropic 
has previously  said, referring 
to the model’s ability to act au-
tonomously.

Its capabilities to code at a 
high level have given it a poten-
tially unprecedented ability to 
identify cybersecurity vulner-
abilities and devise ways to ex-
ploit them,  experts have said.

Three US university students hurt in shooting
Three students at the University of 
Iowa were wounded in a shooting off  
campus early yesterday, the school 
president said.
The shooting took place in an area of 
Iowa City not far from campus that is 

popular for nightlife with numerous 
restaurants. Police said off icers 
responded to a report of a “large 
fight” just before 2:00am (0700 
GMT). The investigation was ongoing, 
but that no arrests have been made 

so far. University president Barb 
Wilson confirmed that three students 
were wounded, and urged students 
to seek counselling if needed.
Shootings on or near college 
campuses occur frequently.

Two people were killed by gunfire 
at South Carolina State University 
in February. And two people were 
killed and nine others were wounded 
when a gunman opened fire inside a 
classroom at Brown University. (AFP)
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Blue Origin lands reused New 
Glenn rocket booster for fi rst time
Reuters
Washington

Jeff  Bezos’ Blue Origin said 
yesterday that its New  Glenn 
rocket booster had touched 

 down after launch, marking its 
fi rst landing of a reused booster 
and intensifying its  rivalry with 
Elon Musk’s SpaceX.

The rocket,  which had a launch 
window of 6:45am to 12:19pm ET 
on Sunday, lifted off  at around 
7:25am ET (1125 GMT) from Cape 
Canaveral, Florida, and the boost-
er touchdown happened about 10 
minutes later.

New Glenn carried AST Space-
Mobile’s BlueBird 7 satellite to 
low-Earth orbit in a fl ight that 
marks a pivotal step for the com-
pany.

The mission was key to dem-
onstrating that New Glenn, a 
29-storey heavy-lift rocket, has 
a reliable booster reuse capabil-
ity and can compete with the 

SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket.
The rocket’s booster, dubbed 

“Never Tell Me the Odds,” previ-
ously fl ew on the NG-2 mission 
in November  and was recovered, 
setting up this week’s milestone 
attempt.

The booster’s name is a nod to 
a Han Solo line in the fi lm “Star 
Wars: The Empire Strikes Back.”

Following a series of delays 
earlier this  month, the mission 
comes amid a surge of activity in  
the space sector, including the 
successful Nasa Artemis II lunar 
fl yby that took  humans further 
from Earth than any had travelled 
before.

Blue Origin had said in Novem-
ber that it would build a bigger, 
more powerful variant of its New 
Glenn rocket, called New Glenn 
9x4.

New Glenn is designed for the 
higher end of the commercial 
launch market with a seven-metre 
(23-foot) nose cone allowing it to 
carry bulkier payloads, including 

multiple satellites in a single mis-
sion.

“We foundationally developed 
New Glenn for what we think 
space is going to look like 50 to 100 
years from now,” said New Glenn 
Vice-President Jordan Charles.

AST SpaceMobile’s BlueBird 
7, carried into orbit on NG-3, is 
the second satellite in  its next-
generation Block 2 constellation. 
The  satellite features what the 
company describes as the largest 
commercial communications ar-
ray deployed in low-Earth orbit.

Designed to connect directly 
with smartphones, the satellite is 
part of an eff ort to build a space-
based cellular broadband net-
work, similar to Amazon’s Leo or 
SpaceX’s Starlink.

The successful booster landing 
signals that Blue Origin is nar-
rowing a gap with SpaceX, which 
Reuters reported earlier this 
month confi dentially fi led for a US 
IPO targeting a valuation of about 
$1.75tn.

SpaceX and Blue Origin, in the 
latest competition between the 
billionaire-run companies, have 
been racing to help return humans 
to the  moon ahead of a planned 
crewed mission by China in 2030 
by designing the lunar landers 
Nasa will use.

SpaceX is building a massive 
stainless-steel Starship-based 
Human Landing System, while 
Blue Origin is developing a more 
traditional Blue Moon lander 
and aims to achieve a pivotal un-
crewed soft lunar landing (Mark 1) 
this summer.

Nasa’s next Artemis mission 
planned for next year is expect-
ed to test both landers while in 
Earth orbit before the mission 
that would return astronauts to 
the moon for the first time since 
1972.

“New Glenn is the vehicle that 
can take Nasa or  anyone, any-
where in the solar  system,” Laura 
Magginis, New Glenn mission 
vice-president said.

A Blue Origin New Glenn rocket lifts off  from the Cape Canaveral 
Space Force Station in Florida yesterday. (Reuters)

Peru presidential vote results delayed until mid-May

AFP
Lima

Results from the fi rst round of 
Peru’s presidential election 
won’t be released until mid-

May, an offi  cial said Saturday, after 
a chaotic vote leading to what ap-
peared to be a tight race.

“We expect to have the presi-
dential results, which is what we 
need to determine the runoff  can-
didates, by around mid-May,” said 
Yessica Clavijo, secretary-general 
of the National Jury of Elections 
(JNE) — Peru’s highest electoral 
justice authority — on radio broad-
caster RPP.

With 93.4% of ballots counted 
from last Sunday’s election, right-
wing candidate Keiko Fujimori was 
leading with 17%.

The top two candidates go to 
a runoff election, and a close 
race has emerged for a spot in 
the next round between leftist 
Roberto Sanchez, who received 
12% of the vote, and ultra-con-
servative Rafael Lopez Aliaga, 
with 11.9%.

The gap between the two in-
creased slightly Saturday to 13,600 
votes.

Clavijo attributed the slow vote 
count to the review of more than 
15,000 challenged ballots, about 
30% of which involve the presi-

dential vote and the remainder re-
lated to legislative elections.

Lopez Aliaga, the former may-
or of capital Lima, has emerged 
as the harshest critic of the vote’s 
delays. He has alleged fraud, 
without providing evidence, and 

called for the vote to be annulled.
He called on supporters of his 

Popular Renewal Party to march on 
Sunday in protest.

Sanchez, for his part, also criti-
cised the vote, telling a press con-
ference Saturday: “These serious 
organisational issues must be in-
vestigated and there must be ap-
propriate sanctions.”

A record 35 candidates ran for 
president in the chronically unsta-
ble Andean nation, where four of 
the last eight presidents were im-
peached by Congress.

The election was marked by de-
lays in the delivery of election ma-
terials that forced authorities to 
extend voting into Monday in parts 
of the capital Lima.

The European Union’s elec-
tion observer mission nonethe-
less gave the election a clean bill 
of health.

On Friday, prosecutors raided 
a warehouse of the National Of-
fi ce of Electoral Processes (ONPE), 
which organises the vote, and four 
offi  cials have been reported to JNE 
for alleged crimes against the right 
to vote.

Prosecutors raiding a warehouse where the ONPE (National 
Organisation of Electoral Processes) stores electoral material in Lurin, 
south of Lima. (AFP)

Haiti, Dominican Republic 
to reopen direct air links
Direct air travel between Haiti and the Dominican Republic will 
resume in May, the two countries said Friday, more than two years 
after Santo Domingo closed its airspace to its neighbour due to 
escalating gang violence.
The resumption of direct flights will help “energise economic ties and 
reinforce relations,” the Caribbean countries, which share the island 
of Hispaniola, said in a joint statement.
Haiti — the poorest country in the Americas — has faced a deep 
security crisis for years, with gangs who control the vast majority of 
the capital Port-au-Prince committing frequent murders, rapes and 
kidnappings.
In March 2024, the Dominican Republic closed its airspace to all 
passenger and cargo flights originating in Haiti, citing the ongoing 
instability.
Ties have been fraught, and Dominican authorities are building a 
174-kilometre (108-mile) concrete wall along the 380-kilometre (236-
mile) border. (AFP)

Trump says US destroyer 
hit Iran cargo ship trying 
to evade blockade
US President Donald Trump 
said yesterday that a US 
destroyer ship fired on and 
seized an Iranian-flagged 
cargo ship in the Gulf of Oman 
that tried to evade a US naval 
blockade.
Trump posted on Truth Social 
that after the Iranian vessel, 
Touska, ignored warnings 
to stop, the guided missile 
destroyer USS Spruance 
“stopped them right in their 
tracks by blowing a hole in the 
engine room.”
“Right now, US Marines have 
custody of the vessel,” the 
US president added, “and are 
seeing what’s on board!”
The incident comes with 
tensions high in the Strait of 
Hormuz, a vital conduit for the 
world’s oil and liquefied natural 
gas, which has been virtually 
closed since the start of the 
US-Israeli war with Iran seven 
weeks ago.
Iran briefly reopened the strait 

on Friday in recognition of an 
Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire in 
Lebanon, but closed it again 
the following day in response 
to the US maintaining its 
blockade on ships travelling to 
and from Iranian ports.
Trump said the Touska is 
under US Treasury sanctions 
“because of prior history of 
illegal activity.”
The Touska is listed on the 
Treasury’s Office of Foreign 
Assets Control website as 
an Iranian-flagged container 
under US sanctions.
According to the latest data 
available from the Marine 
Traffic website, about six hours 
before Trump’s announcement 
the Touska was about 45 
kilometres (28 miles) off the 
southern coast of Iran, near the 
city of Chabahar.
Another ship monitoring 
site, Tanker Tracker, said 
the Touska had sailed from 
Malaysia. (AFP)

Remains of 50 babies, 
six adults found 
at Trinidad and 
Tobago cemetery

The remains of at least 50 infants and six 
adults were discovered Saturday after they had 
apparently been discarded at a cemetery in 
Trinidad and Tobago, police said.
A preliminary investigation showed it “may 
be a case involving the unlawful disposal of 
unclaimed corpses,” the Trinidad and Tobago 
Police Service (TTPS) said in a statement.
The bodies were found at Cumuto Cemetery, 
about 40 kilometres (25 miles) from the capital 
Port of Spain on Trinidad.
Police said the six adult remains included four 
male and two female corpses, with all but one of 
the men found with identification tags.
Two of the bodies, one male and one female, had 
signs indicating autopsies had been performed 
on them.
“The TTPS stresses that this is an active and 
developing investigation, and further forensic 
analysis is underway to determine the origin of 
the remains and any associated breaches of law 
or procedure,” the statement said.
Police Commissioner Allister Guevarro called the 
discovery “deeply troubling,” saying his agency 
was handling the case “with urgency, sensitivity 
and unwavering commitment to uncovering the 
truth.”
Trinidad and Tobago, an English-speaking 
archipelago nation located about 10 kilometres 
(six miles) off  the Venezuelan coast, has 
reckoned in recent years with rising violent 
crime, recording 623 murders in 2024 among 
the population of 1.5mn. A US State Department 
report said the murder rate of 37 per 100,000 
people made Trinidad and Tobago the sixth most 
dangerous nation in the world in 2023. (AFP)

Chile’s new right-wing govt vows to step up migrant deportations

AFP
Santiago

Chile’s new right-wing gov-
ernment on Thursday an-
nounced plans to step up 

migrant deportations, after expel-
ling a fi rst group of 40 people from 
Colombia, Bolivia and Ecuador.

President Jose Antonio Kast 
took offi  ce in March as Chile’s 
most right-wing leader since the 
end of General Augusto Pinochet’s 
1973-1990 dictatorship.

He was elected on a promise 
to crack down on illegal migra-
tion from poorer South American 
countries, particularly Venezuela, 
which many Chileans blame for a 
surge in violent crime.

In his fi rst address to the na-
tion as leader on Wednesday, Kast 
said Thursday’s deportation fl ight 
would be the “fi rst in a long series” 
aimed at creating a sustained out-
fl ow of “irregular migrants who 
should not stay in our country.”

“We will intensify the (deporta-
tion) fl ights,” deputy interior min-

ister Maximo Pavez told reporters 
on Thursday, adding that the gov-
ernment also planned to send mi-
grants home by bus.

The left-wing administration 
of Kast’s predecessor Gabriel Bo-
ric also expelled migrants — over 
6,600 in fi ve years.

During his campaign Kast, an 
ultraconservative father of nine, 
called on the around 330,000 mi-
grants living illegally in Chile to 
self-deport or risk being thrown 
out after his election.

Days after his inauguration 

Kast launched the construction of 
trenches along the borders with 
Peru and Bolivia — the main cross-
ing points for migrants from Ven-
ezuela and other Latin American 
countries.

He also cancelled plans to give 
papers to around 180,000 foreign-
ers.

He has expressed hopes that 
Venezuelans who fl ed their coun-
try’s economic collapse under 
ousted socialist leader Nicolas 
Maduro will return home now that 
Maduro is sitting in a New York jail.



Reuters
Kuala Lumpur

Thousands of people have 
 been displaced after a  fi re 
destroyed around  1,000 

homes in a coastal  village in  Ma-
laysia’s Sabah state  on Borneo 
island yesterday, the fi re depart-
ment said.

Authorities were notifi ed of the 
fi re in Sandakan district at around 
1.32am (1732 GMT), the district’s 
fi re and rescue chief Jimmy La-
gung said in a  statement.

“Strong winds and the close 
proximity of the houses caused 
the fi re to  spread rapidly, while 
low  tide conditions also made it 
diffi  cult  to obtain an open water 
source,” Lagung said.

The fi re broke out in one of 
Sabah’s water villages, which fea-
ture wooden houses built on stilts 

and are home to some of the coun-
try’s poorest communities,  includ-
ing many stateless  and indigenous 
groups. Over 9,000 residents have 
been aff ected by the fi re though 
no deaths have been reported, 
Sandakan police said, according to 
state news agency Bernama.

Malaysia’s Prime Minister An-

war Ibrahim said the federal gov-
ernment  was coordinating with 
Sabah authorities to provide basic 
assistance and temporary reloca-
tion for those aff ected.

“The priority now is the safety 
of the victims and immediate as-
sistance on the ground,” he said in 
a Facebook  post.

Indonesia’s National Commission 
on Human Rights said yesterday 
it was investigating the killings of 
12 civilians, including women and 
children, in a military operation 
in the restive easternmost Papua 
region.
The commission said at least 12 
civilians died of gunshot wounds 
when the armed forces carried 
out “an enforcement operation” 
on Tuesday against a rebel group 
in the central Papuan village of 
Kembru.
Several other people were 
wounded.
Commission chairwoman Anis 
Hidayah told AFP there was a 
“strong suspicion” that Indonesian 

soldiers may be responsible for the 
civilian deaths.
Military spokesman Aulia Dwi 
Nasrullah said in a statement 
that four rebel fighters had been 
“neutralised” in Kembru, without 
mentioning the civilian deaths.
The statement added that the 
armed forces were looking 
into reports of a child killed by 
gunshot wounds in another 
village, saying “there was no 
involvement” of Indonesian 
troops in that incident.
The rights commission, an off icial 
but independent body, said that 
any operation that results in civilian 
casualties “cannot be justified on 
any grounds”.

“Any form of attack against 
civilians... constitutes a violation 
of human rights and international 
humanitarian law,” the commission 
said in a statement on Saturday.
It urged restraint from all sides and 
called on the military to re-evaluate 
its operations against Papuan 
rebels.
Papua, which shares its main 
island with Papua New Guinea, is a 
former Dutch colony that declared 
independence in 1961.
Indonesia, however, took control 
two years later, followed by a 
1969 referendum in which 1,000 
Papuans out of a population of 
some 800,000 voted to integrate 
into the country.
Papuan independence activists 
regularly criticise the vote and call 
for fresh polls, which Jakarta has 
rejected, citing UN acceptance of its 
sovereignty over the region. (AFP)

AFP
Paju, South Korea

South Korean sculptor Kim 
Yun Shin wields a chainsaw 
with a quiet focus, refi n-

ing a craft the 91-year-old has 
honed over decades spent far 
from home.

Long overlooked in her home 
country, Kim has more recently 
gained recognition as a pioneer-
ing artist, featuring in a sweeping 
retrospective at South Korea’s es-
teemed Hoam Museum of Art.

The solo exhibition, titled “Two 
Be One”, is the institution’s fi rst 
since its founding in 1982 to spot-
light a woman artist, and includes 
some of her signature abstract 
sculptures hewn from hardwood 
with her tool of choice.

“The saw is my body,” Kim told 
AFP in her studio in Paju, a city 
northwest of the capital Seoul.

“When I lift it and cut (the 
wood), it has to move exactly like 
me — the saw has to become me, 
and I have to become the saw.”

Hoam is exhibiting about 170 of 

Kim’s sculptures and paintings, 
refl ecting her reverence for na-
ture and blending spirituality with 
meditations on existence, material 
and form.

Born in 1935 in Wonsan, now in 
North Korea, she grew up playing 
alone in the countryside, talking to 
trees and rice paddies, and making 
eyeglasses out of sorghum stalks.

At the time, Korea was under 
Japanese colonial rule. Kim saw 
her older brother disappear after 
joining the independence move-
ment, and pine trees in her town 
cut down for fuel.

“Those trees were my friends,” 
she said, recalling the pain of see-
ing them uprooted — and her drive 
to salvage and transform them into 
works of sculpture.

“I think I wanted them to en-
dure — to keep living on within 
that (art) form. Maybe that’s why 
I’ve loved working with wood so 
much.”

Kim’s family fl ed south during 
the horrors of the Korean War, and 
she later studied in France before 
returning to become an art profes-
sor in Seoul.

South Korea was then under a 
brutal military dictatorship. Au-
thorities held artists in suspicion: 
a friend of Kim’s was interrogated 
simply for using red, a colour as-
sociated with North Korean com-
munism.

“Women, in particular, were 
virtually invisible,” she told AFP, 
noting that her superiors would 
comment on the length of her skirt 
and tell her to refrain from smok-
ing on college campuses.

At 48, drawn by the abundant 
trees in Argentina, she made the 
unusual choice to move to the 
South American nation, then just 
restoring democracy after a dicta-
torship of its own.

She ended up staying for 40 
years, taking up chainsaw carving.

Kim focused on dense, durable 
wood such as palo santo and “al-
garrobo”, and also worked with 
quarries in Mexico and Brazil, ex-
perimenting with stone sculpture 
using materials such as onyx and 
sodalite.

She managed to forge her “own 
artistic world, nourished by the 
country’s culture and nature”, 

Tae Hyun-sun, senior curator at 
Hoam, told AFP.

Like many women artists of her 
generation, Kim has only recently 
gained global recognition, said 
Rachel Lehmann, the co-founder of 
Lehmann Maupin which represents 
Kim internationally and has shown 
her work in London and New York.

“Her perseverance and lifelong 
dedication have helped pave the 
way for subsequent generations of 
women artists,” she told AFP.

Kim returned to South Korea af-
ter a major 2023 solo show in Seoul 

that propelled her to the Venice 
Biennale the following year.

Among her former mentees in 
Buenos Aires is Korean-Argentine 
fi lmmaker Cecilia Kang, 40, an 
award-winning director who is 
now making a fi lm about her.

As the daughter of Korean im-
migrants, she felt pressure to fol-
low a conventional path, but Kim 
— whom Kang fi rst met when she 
was 13 — showed her “that pursu-

ing a life doing what one loves is 
possible”.

At 15, Kim, who was a war ref-
ugee, changed her name to Yun 
Shin — “truth and faith” — on the 
advice of a monk who urged her 
to spend her life discovering her 
“true colour”.

Those words have always 
“stayed vivid with me”, she said. 
“Sometimes I feel they are what 
have carried me through this life.”

South Korean sculptor Kim Yun Shin using a chainsaw to create a work 
at her studio in Paju. (AFP)

South Korean sculptor Kim Yun 
Shin in her retrospective exhibition, 
titled “Two Be One”, at Hoam 
Museum of Art in Yongin. (AFP)

S Korea’s chainsaw artist carves a name for herself at 91

North Korea test-fi res multiple 
ballistic missiles into sea: Seoul
AFP
Seoul

North Korea test-fi red 
multiple short-range bal-
listic missiles yesterday, 

South Korea’s military said, the 
latest in a recent fl urry of launch-
es by the nuclear-armed state.

The Sunday launches add 
to a series of weapons tests 
Pyongyang has carried out in 
recent weeks, including ballis-
tic missiles, anti-warship cruise 
missiles and cluster munitions.

“Our military detected sev-
eral short-range ballistic mis-
siles fi red into the East Sea from 
the Sinpo area of North Korea 
at around 6:10am (2110 GMT),” 
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff  
said, referring to a body of water 
also known as the Sea of Japan.

“The missiles fl ew approxi-
mately 140km (87 miles), and 
South Korean and US intelli-
gence authorities are conducting 
a detailed analysis of their exact 
specifi cations,” it added.

Seoul was maintaining a “fi rm 
combined defence posture” with 
its security ally the United States, 
which stations about 28,000 
troops in the South to help it de-
fend against military threats from 
the North, and will “respond 
overwhelmingly to any provoca-
tion”, it said.

South Korea’s presidential of-
fi ce said it held an emergency se-
curity meeting over the launches.

Analysts said the tests sig-
nalled Pyongyang’s latest rejec-
tion of attempts by Seoul to repair 
strained ties.

Among them was an expression 
of regret from Seoul over civilian 
drone incursions into the North 

in January, a gesture initially de-
scribed as “very fortunate and 
wise behaviour” by Kim Yo Jong, 
the powerful sister of the North 
Korean leader.

But this month, a senior North 
Korean offi  cial described the 
South as “the enemy state most 
hostile” to Pyongyang, reviving 
a label previously used by leader 
Kim Jong-un.

North Korea is subject to mul-
tiple United Nations sanctions 
banning its nuclear weapons de-
velopment and use of ballistic 
missile technology, restrictions it 
has repeatedly fl outed.

“Pyongyang must immediately 
halt its successive missile provo-
cations that are heightening ten-
sions,” Seoul’s defence ministry 
said in a statement.

The North should “actively en-
gage in the South Korean govern-
ment’s eff orts to establish peace”, 
it added.

Earlier in April, Kim Jong-un 
oversaw tests of strategic cruise 
missiles launched from a na-
val warship, with offi  cial photos 

showing him watching the fi rings 
fl anked by military offi  cials.

Those tests were carried out 
from the Choe Hyon, one of two 
5,000-tonne destroyers in the 
North’s arsenal, both launched 
last year as Kim Jong-un seeks to 
ramp up the country’s naval ca-
pabilities.

The North is also building two 
more 5,000-tonne class destroy-
ers to add to its fl eet.

A South Korean lawmaker said 
this month that North Korea ap-
peared to be speeding up con-
struction of a destroyer at the 
western port city of Nampo.

Citing satellite imagery from a 
US-based intelligence fi rm, Yoo 
Yong-won of the opposition Peo-
ple Power Party said North Korea 
was “accelerating the naval forc-
es’ modernisation on the back of 
military assistance from Russia”.

North Korea has sent ground 
troops and artillery shells to sup-
port Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
and observers say Pyongyang is 
receiving military technology as-
sistance from Moscow in return.

A man watches a television screen showing a news broadcast with 
file footage of a North Korean missile test, at a train station in Seoul 
yesterday. (AFP)

Ruins of houses following a fire that destroyed around 1,000 homes in 
a coastal village in Sandakan, Malaysia, yesterday. (Reuters)

Fire in Malaysia’s Sabah displaces thousands

Indonesia rights body probing 
civilian killings in Papua

Around  1,000 homes 
destroyed

Humanoid robots race past humans in Beijing half-marathon

Reuters
Beijing

Dozens of Chinese-made 
humanoid robots showed 
off  their fast-improving 

athleticism and autonomous 
navigation skills  as they whizzed 
past human runners in a half-
marathon race in Beijing on Sun-
day, highlighting the  sector’s rapid 
technical advances.

The race’s inaugural  edition last 
year was riddled with mishaps, 
and most robots were unable to 
fi nish. Last  year’s champion robot 
recorded a time of 2 hours  40 min-
utes, more than double the time of 
 the human winner of the conven-
tional race.

This year’s contrast was stark. 
Not only had the number of par-
ticipating teams increased from 
20 to more than 100, but several 
robot frontrunners were notice-
ably faster than professional ath-
letes, beating the human winners 
by more than 10 minutes.

Unlike last year, nearly half of 
the robot entrants navigated the 
tougher terrain autonomously in-

stead of being directed by remote 
control during the 21km (13-mile) 
race. The robots and 12,000 men 
and women ran in parallel tracks 
to avoid collisions.

The winning robot, developed 
by Chinese smartphone brand 
Honor, fi nished the race in 50 
minutes and 26 seconds, several 
minutes faster than the half-mar-
athon world record  set by Ugan-
dan runner Jacob Kiplimo in Lis-
bon last month.

Teams from Honor, a Huawei 
spin-off , took the three podium 
spots, all self-navigated and post-
ing world-record-beating times. 
Du Xiaodi, an Honor engineer on 
the winning team, said its robot 
was in development  for a year, 
fi tted with legs 90-95 cm (35- 37 
inches) long to mimic elite human 
runners and liquid cooling tech-
nology used in its smartphones.

Du  said the sector remained in a 
nascent phase, but he was confi -
dent humanoids would eventually 
reshape many industries, includ-
ing manufacturing.

“Running faster may not seem 
meaningful at fi rst, but it enables 
technology transfer, for exam-
ple, into structural reliability and 
cooling, and eventually industrial 
applications,” Du said.

Spectators largely viewed the 
variety of humanoids of diff erent 
sizes and gaits on display as evi-
dence of China’s improvements in 
robotics.

“The humanoid robots’ running 
posture I saw was really quite im-
pressive... considering that AI has 
only been developing for a short 

time, I’m already very impressed 
that it can achieve this level of 
performance,” said Chu Tianqi, a 
23-year-old engineering student 
at Beijing University of Posts and 
Telecommunications.

“The future will defi nitely be an 
AI era. If people don’t  know how to 
use AI now, especially  if some are 
still resistant to it, they will defi -
nitely become obsolete,” he said.

Another spectator, 11-year-old 
schoolboy Guo Yukun, said after 
watching the race, he was inspired 
to pursue a university degree in 
robotics in the future.

Guo said he takes regular classes 
in robotics theory and program-
ming at his elite Beijing school, 

and is part of his school’s team for 
the International Olympiad in In-
formatics, a global programming 
competition for high schoolers.

 While economically viable ap-
plications of humanoid robots 
mostly remain in a trial phase, the 
half-marathon’s showcasing of 
these machines’ physical prowess 
highlights their potential to re-
shape everything from dangerous 
jobs to battlefi eld combat.

However, Chinese robotics 
fi rms are still  struggling to develop 
the AI software that would enable 
humanoids to match the effi  ciency 
of human factory workers.

Experts said the skills on display 
during the half-marathon, while 

entertaining, do not translate to 
the widespread commercialisa-
tion of humanoid robots in indus-
trial settings, where manual dex-
terity, real-world perception and 
capabilities beyond small-scale, 
repetitive tasks are crucial.

China is seeking to become a 
global powerhouse in this frontier 
industry, and it has enacted a wide 
range of policies from subsidies to 
infrastructure projects to cultivate 
local fi rms.

The country’s most-watched 
TV show, the annual CCTV Spring 
Festival gala, in February show-
cased China’s push to dominate 
humanoid robots and the future of 
manufacturing.

That included a lengthy mar-
tial arts demonstration  where 
over a dozen Unitree  humanoids 
performed sophisticated fi ght se-
quences waving swords, poles and 
nunchucks in close proximity to 
human children performers.

Smartphone maker 
Honor’s humanoid 
robot beat human 
world record
Technical advances 
highlight China’s 
dominance in 
humanoid robotics 

A robot runs in the second Beijing E-Town Half Marathon and Humanoid 
Half Marathon in Beijing yesterday. (AFP)

Staff  members pick up a humanoid 
robot that fell close to the finish 
line at the half-marathon in Beijing  
yesterday. (Reuters)

Team members celebrate next to the winning Honor Lightning 
humanoid robot during a medal ceremony after the second Beijing 
E-Town Half Marathon and Humanoid Robot Half Marathon in Beijing 
yesterday. (Reuters)

A robot cheers for the robots 
taking part in the half-marathon in 
Beijing yesterday. (AFP)
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As Iran war strains ties with Trump’s US, UK looks to Europe
AFP
London

Britain’s government is set to 
announce legislation next 
month to move the country 

closer to the European Union, as 
the Iran war sours the UK’s so-
called special relationship with the 
US.

President Donald Trump’s un-
predictability and stream of insults 
towards America’s historic ally is 
adding impetus to Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer’s bid to deepen ties 
with the 27-nation bloc, a decade 
after Britons narrowly voted to 
leave the EU.

“We have a government that is 
already eager to move closer to-
wards the EU, and the events in 
Iran provide an opportunity to 
speed up that process,” Evie Aspi-
nall, director of the British Foreign 
Policy Group think-tank, told AFP.

Starmer’s administration is pre-
paring an EU “reset” bill that will 
give ministers powers to align UK 
standards with EU single market 
rules as they evolve — something 
called “dynamic alignment”.

King Charles III will announce 
the legislation on May 13 when 
he reads out Starmer’s legisla-
tive plans for the coming months, 
a government offi  cial told AFP on 
condition of anonymity.

Starmer has repeatedly called 
for a deeper economic and security 
relationship with Europe since his 
Labour party won the 2024 general 
election, ousting the Conserva-
tives, who had implemented the 
2016 Brexit referendum.

He has upped those calls in re-
cent days, telling Dutch leader 
Rob Jetten on Tuesday that “he 
believed the partnership between 
the UK and the bloc needed to be 
fi t for the challenges we were fac-
ing today”.

The EU is Britain’s biggest trad-
ing partner, while the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund warned this 
week that the UK will be the ad-
vanced economy hardest hit by the 
Iran confl ict.

“Certainly Iran has made it (the 
reset) more prescient,” said the UK 
offi  cial.

“We need to build economic re-
silience across the continent,” they 
added.

Starmer refused to involve Brit-
ain in the US and Israel’s initial 
strikes on February 28, angering 
Trump, although he has since al-
lowed American forces to use UK 
bases for a “limited defensive pur-
pose”.

Under pressure at home for his 
disastrous decision to appoint 
former Jeff rey Epstein associate 
Peter Mandelson as ambassador 
to Washington, Starmer has re-
ceived plaudits for standing up 
to Trump in the face of repeated 

taunts from the US president.
Days ago, Trump threatened in 

a phone interview with Sky News 
to scrap a US-UK trade deal that 
limited the impact on Britain of his 
tariff s blitz.

“There’s no doubt that there 
is now momentum in the UK-EU 
relationship partly as a result of 
Trump’s unreliable behaviour,” 
David Henig, an expert on UK’s 
post-Brexit trade policy, told 
AFP.

“Independent UK trade policy 
looks much harder, the prospects 
of working with the EU much 
brighter.”

Starmer’s administration hopes 
to table the EU legislation in the 
next few months, meaning it could 
come around the time of the 10th 
anniversary of the Brexit referen-
dum, held in June 2016.

MPs will get to approve whether 
to provide the government with a 
mechanism to adopt EU rules — 

sometimes without a full parlia-
mentary vote — in areas where it 
has already signed deals with the 
bloc.

They include a trade agreement 
designed to ease red tape on food 
and plant exports and plans for an 
electricity deal that would inte-
grate the UK into the EU’s internal 
electricity market.

Britain and the EU are also aim-
ing to fi nalise negotiations on a 
youth mobility scheme in time for 
a joint summit in Brussels expect-
ed in late June or early July.

Starmer has ruled out rejoining 
the single market or returning to 
free movement.

The Liberal Democrats, Britain’s 
traditional third party, wants him 
to cross one of his other red lines 
by negotiating a customs union 
with the EU.

“We need to be doubling down 
on relations with reliable partners 
who share our interests and val-

ues,” the Liberal Democrats foreign 
aff airs spokesman Calum Miller 
told AFP.

But Brexit remains a toxic is-
sue and the hard-right Reform UK 
party, leading opinion polls and 
headed by Eurosceptic fi rebrand 
Nigel Farage, have branded the 
legislation “a betrayal” of the ref-
erendum’s narrow result.

Surveys regularly now show, 
however, that most Britons regret 
the vote to leave the EU, some-
thing Starmer hopes to capitalise 
on.

Rising cost-of-living pressures 
on family households, which UK 
fi nance minister Rachel Reeves 
has blamed on Trump for starting 
the war “without a clear exit plan”, 
could also infl uence minds.

“When the relationship with the 
US is fracturing, it means there’s 
reduced opposition to a closer re-
lationship with the EU among the 
public,” said Aspinall.

PM Starmer to face grilling from 
MPs over Mandelson scandal
AFP
London

Embattled UK Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer will face 
lawmakers in parliament to-

day as he tries to quell anger over 
an unrelenting scandal involving 
long-time Jeff rey Epstein associ-
ate Peter Mandelson.

Starmer, already widely unpop-
ular amongst the British public and 
many Labour MPs, is struggling to 
put a lid on the controversy, which 
has dogged his premiership for 
months.

It fl ared again on Thursday when 
it was revealed that Mandelson was 
named as Britain’s ambassador to 
the US in late 2024 despite failing 
to pass security checks, sparking 
fresh calls for Starmer to quit.

The beleaguered leader insisted 
Friday that he and other ministers 
were not told Mandelson had failed 
the vetting process, calling the 
omission “unforgivable”.

He is to give further details in a 
statement to the House of Com-
mons today, before being quizzed 
by MPs.

Starmer has blamed foreign of-
fi ce offi  cials for allowing the ap-
pointment against the advice of 
security offi  cials. He sacked the 
department’s top civil servant Olly 
Robins on Thursday.

Ex-civil servants have accused 
Starmer of scapegoating Robbins, 
who is to give his own account to 
a parliamentary committee to-

morrow, in what could be a crunch 
week for Starmer’s almost two-
year-old premiership.

Opposition leaders have called 
for Starmer to step down, with ac-
cusations ranging from incompe-
tence to wilful misleading of par-
liamentarians and the public.

Starmer told parliament in 
February that “full due process” 
was followed when Mandelson 
was vetted and cleared for the key 
role.

Downing Street insists that re-
mains true because government 
rules meant the foreign offi  ce had 
the power to overrule vetting con-
cerns, unbeknownst to Starmer 
and his top team.

On Friday, Starmer’s offi  ce took 

the unusual step of releasing a 
memo which insisted that he only 
found out about the vetting failure 
on Tuesday last week.

Ministers have rallied around 
him over the weekend, with Tech-
nology Secretary Liz Kendall and 
deputy prime minister David Lam-
my insisting Starmer would not 
have appointed Mandelson had he 
known that he had not received the 
appropriate clearance.

“I think he is an honest man and 
a man of integrity who says it was 
a mistake to appoint him (Mandel-
son),” Kendall told Sky News.

Kendall said Starmer should 
remain in his job because he had 
“made the right call” on big issues, 
such as building closer relations 

with the European Union and lim-
iting Britain’s involvement in the 
Iran war.

Polls suggest Starmer is one of 
Britain’s most unpopular prime 
ministers ever, in part because of 
several policy mis-steps.

He has endured repeated 
questions about his judgement 
for selecting Mandelson whose 
friendship with Epstein was well 
known, and faced down calls 
from Labour’s leader in Scotland 
to resign over the issue earlier 
this year.

Starmer sacked Mandelson in 
September 2025 after new details 
emerged about the depth of the ex-
envoy’s ties to Epstein, who died in 
prison in 2019.

UK police are investigating alle-
gations of misconduct in offi  ce by 
Mandelson when he was a Labour 
minister more than 15 years ago. 
He was arrested and released in 
February.

Mandelson, 72, has not been 
charged and denies criminal 
wrongdoing.

Starmer and his Labour party 
are bracing for a chastening set 
of local elections next month, in-
cluding in the devolved Scottish 
and Welsh parliaments.

The results are likely to renew 
questions about Starmer’s future, 
although there appears to be little 
appetite within Labour to a launch 
leadership challenge right now, 
with no obvious successor avail-
able and war raging in the Middle 
East.

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer observes a Vanguard-class 
submarine, in Helensburgh, Scotland. (Reuters)

British PM vows to fi nd 
arsonists of London sites

AFP
London

British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer vowed yesterday 
to bring perpetrators of 

recent arson attacks on Jewish 
sites in London to justice as Brit-
ain’s chief rabbi said “a sustained 
campaign of violence and intimi-
dation” against Jews was acceler-
ating.

The British capital’s Metro-
politan Police said it was inves-
tigating whether the spate of in-
cidents in northwest London, the 
latest of which came on Saturday 
night, had been carried out by 
Iranian proxies.

A little-known group, Har-
akat Ashab al-Yamin al-Islamiya 
(HAYI), which has links to Iran, 
has claimed responsibility for 
many of the recent attacks, ac-
cording to SITE Intelligence 
Group.

Starmer said in a post on X that 
he was “appalled” by the inci-
dents.

“This is abhorrent and it will 
not be tolerated. Attacks on our 
Jewish community are attacks on 
Britain,” the prime minister said 
in a post on X.

“We will not rest in the pursuit 
of perpetrators.”

Counter-terror offi  cers from 
London’s Metropolitan Police are 
investigating multiple arson or 
attempted arson attacks against 
Jewish properties in Britain’s 
capital in the past month.

Offi  cers have stepped up pa-
trols in areas with large Jewish 

populations, amid an upsurge in 
antisemitic incidents.

In the latest incident, a fi re 
caused minor smoke damage to 
a room at Kenton United Syna-
gogue in Harrow on Saturday 
night, said the Community Secu-
rity Trust (CST), which provides 
safety advice to Jewish groups. 
No injuries were reported.

In a statement yesterday, the 
Met said that offi  cers on patrol 
noticed damage to the window of 
the Kenton synagogue on Satur-
day night.

“On further inspection they 
saw smoke inside a room and 
evidence that a bottle with some 
sort of accelerant had been 
thrown through the window.”

A police statement added that, 
as with the other recent events, 
counter-terror offi  cers were 
leading the investigation.

Deputy Assistant Commis-
sioner Vicki Evans said the force 
was considering whether Iran’s 
“routine” use of criminal proxies 
was a factor.

“Individuals carrying out these 
crimes often have no allegiance 
to the cause and are taking quick 
cash for their crimes,” she added.

Lance said that as the confl ict 
in the Middle East “continues to 
evolve”, police “remain alive to 
the threat of Iranian state aggres-
sion in the UK”.

On Wednesday, police arrested 
two people over an arson attack 
on a synagogue in nearby Finch-
ley.

HAYI group has also claimed 
similar attacks in Belgium and 
the Netherlands.

Mount Everest and surrounding peaks at sunrise from Kala Patthar in Solukhumbu district, also known as 
the Everest region, Nepal, yesterday. (Reuters)

Sunrise at Kala PattharSunrise at Kala Patthar

Historian chosen to write queen’s biography
AFP
London

Britain’s royal family said yes-
terday that historian Anna 
Keay would write an offi  cial 

biography of queen Elizabeth II, 
who died in September 2022 after 
over 70 years on the throne.

King Charles III had wanted a 
woman to write the defi nitive ac-
count of his mother’s life, accord-
ing to British media.

Keay, best known for her work 

chronicling Britain’s Republican 
period between 1649 and 1660, 
said receiving the job was a “pro-
found honour”.

She will have access to Eliza-
beth’s personal and offi  cial papers 
held in the Royal Archives, Buck-
ingham Palace said in a statement.

She will also be able to talk to 
members of the royal family and 
the queen’s friends and household 
staff , the palace added.

Keay described Elizabeth as “an 
extraordinary woman, whose life 
spanned a century of great change”.

“I am deeply grateful to His 
Majesty The King for entrusting 
me with this responsibility and for 
granting me access to her papers, 
and will do all I can to do justice to 
her life and work,” she said.

Offi  cial royal biographies can 
sometimes reveal unexpected de-
tails about the subject’s life.

William Shawcross’s offi  cial bi-
ography of Elizabeth’s mother, the 
wife of George VI, revealed how 
she suff ered from bowel cancer 
in her 60s but was successfully 
treated.

Fire at India fi recracker factory kills 20
A blaze broke out at a firecracker 
factory in southern India 
yesterday, killing at least 20 
people and injuring six others, 
police said. Local police chief N 
Shreenatha told AFP that “20 
people are confirmed dead” 
after the incident at a licensed 
factory in Tamil Nadu state’s 

Virudhunagar district.
Rescuers were still operating 
at the site, he said, adding that 
the cause of the the blaze was 
unknown.
Industrial accidents are common 
in India, often due to poor 
adherence to safety regulations 
and weak enforcement.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
in a social media post, extended 
his “condolences to those who 
have lost their loved ones” in the 
“deeply distressing” incident.
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK 
Stalin said the deaths were 
“tragic”, expressing his “immense 
sorrow” in a post on X. (AFP)

India pushes for energy hub in Sri Lanka

AFP
Colombo

Indian offi  cials called for the 
swift implementation of a 
proposed regional energy hub 

in Sri Lanka, at the start of bilat-
eral talks in Colombo yesterday.

The planned oil hub in the 
northeastern port of Trincoma-
lee featured in a meeting with Sri 
Lankan President Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake, India’s visiting For-
eign Secretary Vikram Misri told 
reporters.

The project, which also in-
volves the United Arab Emirates, 
has been under discussions since 
2023, he added.

“There is no further time to 
lose in making progress on stra-

tegic projects such as these,” 
said Misri, who is visiting the 
Sri Lankan capital along with 
India’s Vice-President CP Rad-
hakrishnan.

Sri Lanka, India and the UAE 
signed a agreement a year ago, 
following two years of talks, to 
set up a multi-product oil pipe-
line connecting the two South 
Asian neighbours and to estab-
lish the Trincomalee oil storage 
complex.

Misri said that in yesterday’s 
talks, both sides agreed on the 
need to get the project off  the 
ground quickly.

Had the energy hub been com-
pleted, it could have been useful 
“especially at a time like this”, he 
added.

Sri Lanka, which imports all 

its oil requirements as well as 
coal needed for power genera-
tion, has raised fuel and electric-
ity prices since the Middle East 
war began in late February, when 
the US and Israel began bombing 
Iran.

The confl ict has disrupted en-
ergy supplies globally and sent 
prices soaring.

Sri Lanka’s Trincomalee is al-
ready home to a 99-tank oil stor-
age farm from the British colonial 
era, but only 14 containers are in 
use under a previous agreement 
with an Indian oil fi rm.

Last year, both India and Sri 
Lanka expressed hope of expand-
ing the proposed hub to include 
a refi nery. They also discussed a 
power line to share electricity be-
tween them.

New Zealand’s capital Wellington begins clean-up after floods
A clean-up began in New Zealand’s 
capital Wellington after flash 
 flooding, sparked by heavy  rain, hit 
the  nation’s North Island,  authorities 
said  yesterday.
“Severe weather has  caused flood 
damage across the city,” said 
Hutt City Council, a government 
authority within the Wellington 
region, which has a population of 

520,971. “We know many people 
across  Lower Hutt are dealing with 
flooding impacts and debris,” the 
council  said, adding that crews were  
in the field cleaning  up “hardest 
hit areas” in the suburb of Stokes 
Valley. A state of emergency was 
declared in the Whanganui District 
150km (95 miles) north, and 18 
people were evacuated due  to 

flooding, public broadcaster  Radio 
New Zealand reported. 
The nation’s weather forecaster 
predicted more thunderstorms, 
accompanied by very heavy 
rain, for parts of the North Island 
including Wellington yesterday. 
“These severe thunderstorms  are 
moving towards the southeast,” it 
said. (Reuters)
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Europe must have its own defence 
system against ballistic weapons, 
and Ukraine is already holding 
 talks with several countries on  
its creation, Ukrainian President 
 Volodymyr Zelensky said yesterday.
Defence  against ballistic  missiles is 
one  of Ukraine’s biggest challenges 
in the war with Russia, since only 
certain types of missiles used by 
the American Patriot system are 
capable of intercepting Russian 
ballistic missiles.
Russia uses ballistic missiles 
to attack Ukraine’s energy 

infrastructure, destroying thermal 
power  generation and electricity 
transmission systems.
“I believe, and my idea is that we 
should have  a European anti-
ballistic missile defence system.  We 
are in talks with several  countries 
and are working in this direction,” 
Zelensky told the national TV 
channel, Marathon.
“We need to build our own anti-
ballistic missile defence system 
within a year,” he added.
Zelensky said the task is extremely 
diff icult but realistic, and added that 

he had  already discussed  it with key 
European countries, though he did 
not name them.
He gave no more details.
However, Fire Point, maker of 
Ukraine’s Flamingo cruise missile, 
told Reuters this month that it was 
in talks with European companies 
to launch a  new air defence 
system by next year, creating 
a low-cost alternative to the 
increasingly hard-to-get Patriot 
system.
Patriot missiles are in increasingly 
short supply amid extensive 
deployment in the Gulf against 
Iranian attacks. And Europe’s only 
anti-ballistic system, the Italo-French 
SAMP/T,  is produced in  relatively 
small numbers. (Reuters)

AFP
Hanover

German Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz hailed the EU’s 
looming trade deal with 

South America’s Mercosur bloc 
on Sunday as he opened a major 
trade fair in Hanover and wel-
comed Brazil’s President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva as a guest of 
honour.

Merz described Brazil — the 
largest of the Mercosur coun-
tries — as a valuable economic 
and strategic partner for the Eu-

ropean Union in a world riven by 
confl ict.

Lula joined Merz in casting the 
deal as a response to tariff s and 
other trade protectionism, an in-
direct criticism of US President 
Donald Trump.

“Faced with unilateralism, 
Mercosur and the European Un-
ion have chosen cooperation,” 
Lula said at the Hanover interna-
tional trade fair’s opening event.

The Brazilian president later 
added: “We cannot allow the 
world to bow to the behaviour of 
a president who thinks that by 
e-mail or by Twitter he can tax 

products, punish countries and 
wage war.”

The EU-Mercosur trade deal is 
set to take provisional eff ect on 
May 1, though the agreement still 
faces a legal challenge from Euro-
pean lawmakers.

Lula noted the deal will create 
“a market of almost 720mn peo-
ple and a GDP of $23 trillion”.

Merz said the Hanover indus-
trial trade fair — which attracts 
more than 3,000 companies — is 
an opportunity to demonstrate 
the “trust” that exists between 
Europe and South America, based 
on “cooperation with as few tar-

iff s as possible, and if possible, 
none at all”.

The pact with Brazil, Argen-
tina, Uruguay and Paraguay — 
which has been in the works for 
more than 25 years — has faced 
fi erce opposition in Europe from 
farmers’ groups backed by France 
and some others.

But Germany has long champi-
oned the deal, with hopes of fi nd-
ing new export markets to revive 
a struggling industrial economy.

Merz on Sunday contended that 
the deal would “make all the econ-
omies involved stronger, more in-
dependent and more resilient”.
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Merz, Lula hail EU-Mercosur deal as antidote to unilateralism

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz (right) and Brazilian President Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva meet for bilateral talks in Hanover, Germany, yesterday. (AFP)

Bulgaria’s pro-Russian former president 
set for strong election win, exit polls show
Reuters
Sofia

Pro-Russian former President 
Rumen Radev is set for a 
runaway victory in Bulgaria’s  

election, exit polls showed yester-
day,  after promising to end a spiral 
of weak, short-lived governments, 
although he will need  coalition 
partners to form a majority in par-
liament. Radev, a  eurosceptic and 
former fi ghter pilot who opposes 
military  support for Ukraine’s war 
eff ort against Moscow, stepped 
down from the presidency in Janu-
ary to run in the parliamentary 
election, which comes after mass 
protests forced out the previous 
government in December.

He rode a wave of frustration 
with political instability in the 
Balkan country of 6.5mn people, 
which has seen eight elections 
in fi ve years and where voters are 
sick of corruption and veteran 
parties that have dominated poli-
tics for decades.

The fi nal exit poll conducted 
by Sofi a-based Alpha Research 
showed Radev’s Progressive Bul-
garia with 38.1%, more than dou-
ble the second-place GERB party, 
led by former Prime Minister 
Boyko Borissov, which  got 15.9%. 
The exact percentages of other 
exit polls varied, but still showed 
a strong Radev win. If confi rmed, 
the outcome would mark one of 
the strongest results by a single 
party in years.

“We will do everything possible 
not  to allow us to go (to elections) 
again. It is ruinous for  Bulgaria,” 
Radev told reporters in brief com-
ments after the exit polls were re-
leased.

He said  that he would be will-
ing to work with the pro-Euro-

pean reformist We Continue the 
Change-Democratic Bulgaria 
(PP-DB) coalition, which came 
third in the Alpha Research exit 
polls with 14.1%, on judicial re-
form, but said that a minority 
government was also an option in 
the 240-seat parliament.

“We are ready to consider dif-
ferent options so that Bulgaria 
can have a regular and stable gov-
ernment,” he said.

Final election results are ex-
pected today.

In his campaign, Radev talked 
about improving relations with 
Moscow and resuming the free 
fl ow of Russian oil and gas into 
Europe.

It is not clear how much that 
will impact the foreign policy of 
Bulgaria, a Nato and the European 
Union member  which joined the 
euro zone in January — a  move 
Radev has criticised.

Either way, a polished social 
media campaign, deep coff ers and 
a pledge of stability boosted sup-
port for Radev, and his participa-
tion increased voter interest. Al-

pha Research put turnout at 47% 
with one hour of voting to go, 
up from the 39% total in the last 
election in October 2024.

Borissov appeared to concede 
in a post on Facebook, but added 
a note of caution: “To win the 
elections is one thing; to govern 
is quite another. Elections decide 
who comes fi rst, but negotiations 

will decide who governs.”
Bulgaria has developed rap-

idly since the fall of communism 
in 1989  and joined the European 
Union in 2007. Life expectancy 
has risen sharply, unemployment 
is the lowest in the EU, and the 
economy has greater safeguards 
since joining the euro zone in 
January.

But it lags behind other EU 
countries in many metrics, and 
graft remains endemic, including 
in elections, where vote-buying 
is rife.

The cost of living has become 
a particular issue since Bulgaria 
adopted the euro. The previous 
government fell amid protests 
against a new budget proposing 
tax increases and higher social se-
curity contributions.

Some voiced optimism after 
the vote. “There is now an op-
portunity for the things people 
have been hoping to see change 
to actually become visible,” said 
 Evelina Koleva, a manager  at dig-
ital marketing company. “Now, in 
the near future, with this choice.”

Rumen Radev, former Bulgarian president and leader of Progressive 
Bulgaria coalition, speaks to the media after the first exit polls at the 
parliamentary election, in Sofia, Bulgaria, (Reuters)

A voter casts his ballot at the polling station during Bulgaria’s 
parliamentary elections in Sofia yesterday.(AFP)

Controlled blast of WWII 
bomb carried out near Paris

AFP
Colombes

Bomb disposal experts car-
ried out a controlled un-
derground detonation of 

a World War II explosive near 
Paris on Sunday, an AFP jour-
nalist reported, after authorities 
evacuated more than a thousand 
residents.

Nearly 800 police cordoned off  
the site in the northwest suburb 
of Colombes, where the device 
was fi rst discovered on April 10.

An AFP journalist heard the 
explosion around 3:20pm (1320 
GMT) as experts detonated the 
bomb in a two-metre-deep (6.5-
foot) pit.

Offi  cials also confi rmed the 
operation had been carried out.

The controlled explosion was 
ordered after specialists had 
been unable in their fi rst attempt 
to remove the detonator from the 
explosive, which measured more 
than one metre in length, exclud-

ing the tail section.
Footage of the operation 

showed rusted metal fragments 
at the bottom of a sand pit, rein-
forced with thick timber planks 
and concrete walls.

Residents within a 450-metre 
radius were told early Sunday to 
move to local reception centres. 
Authorities expect to allow them 
back into their homes later in the 
day. Some local roads were closed 
to traffi  c and public transport.

Local offi  cial Alexandre 
Brugere on Thursday had de-
scribed the operation as “risky” 
and requiring a “high level of 
preparation”.

Unexploded World War II ord-
nance is still found across Eu-
rope, particularly in Germany 
where bombs are regularly dis-
covered on construction sites, 80 
years after the confl ict ended.

In 2025, the discovery of a 
500kg wartime bomb halted 
traffi  c at the Paris Gare du Nord 
station, France’s busiest railway 
terminus.

Meeting with Trump possible once
‘big deal’ is ready: Lukashenko

Ukraine pushes for Europe to build
ballistic weapons defence system

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko said he would be ready to 
meet US President Donald Trump  once a “big deal” between  the two 
 countries has been prepared.
“We are ready  for a  deal, but it  needs to be prepared in a way that 
reflects the interests of both the US and Belarus,” Lukashenko said in an 
interview with Russian TV network RT, excerpts of which were published  
yesterday.
In March, Trump’s envoy John Coale said that the Belarusian president 
may soon visit the US, a trip that would signal a breakthrough for the 
veteran authoritarian leader after years of being treated  as a pariah 
 because of human rights abuses and his backing for Putin in the war.
Lukashenko said in the RT interview that Minsk had adapted to Western 
sanctions and that any potential deal with Washington should go  beyond 
sanction relief.
“We have far more issues to resolve, and that’s the subject of a big deal,” 
he said without specifying these issues. “Once we finalise this at a lower 
level, we’re ready to meet  with Donald  and sign the agreement.” (Reuters)

Rat poison found in HiPP baby 
food jar in Austria, police say
Reuters
Geneva

Rat poison  was found inside 
a jar  of HiPP baby food, 
Austrian police said late 

on  Saturday after the product 
was  recalled from 1,500 SPAR 
supermarkets in the  country over 
safety fears.

A statement from police in 
Burgenland said that a sample 
from one of the 190-gram jars of 
carrot with potato baby food re-
ported by a customer in the Ei-
senstadt-Umgebung district had 
tested positive for rat poison.

HiPP had said on Saturday that 
it could not be ruled out that a dan-
gerous substance was introduced 
into the product and that its HiPP 
Vegetable Carrot with Potato  jars 
may have been tampered with.

Consuming the contents could 
be life-threatening, HiPP said.

The police statement said the af-
fected jars had a sticker with a red 

circle on  the bottom of the jar and a  
lid that had already been opened or 
damaged or missing  a safety seal, 
or had an unusual smell.

They said initial lab tests on 
similar jars seized by police in 
the Czech Republic and Slovakia 
showed the presence of a toxic 
substance. The statement gave no 
further details.

HiPP confi rmed to Reuters on 
Sunday that the jars did contain 
rat poison and that aff ected retail 
partners in both countries im-
mediately removed all HiPP baby 
food jars from sale as a precau-
tionary measure.

The police also said that au-
thorities in  Austria were warned 
about the  risk after investigations 
in Germany. They provided no 
further details.

“Products and distribution 
channels in Germany or other 
European countries that are not 
part of the investigations are not 
aff ected,” HiPP said.

HiPP said on Saturday: “Ac-

cording to our current knowl-
edge, this critical situation 
involves an external criminal in-
terference that aff ects the SPAR 
Austria distribution channel.”

SPAR Austria said on Sunday 
that it had removed the HiPP 
products in all countries where it 
runs businesses,  including Aus-
tria, Slovenia, Hungary, Croatia 
and Northern Italy.

SPAR stores in other countries 
are not part of SPAR Austria, it 
added.

SPAR and HiPP advised cus-
tomers not to consume the con-
tents of the jars bought from 
SPAR Austria. They said custom-
ers would receive a full refund on 
returned products.

Police advised customers to 
wash hands thoroughly if they 
came into contact with a jar. The 
Austrian Agency for Health and 
Food Safety said that  medical 
help must be  sought immediately 
if babies consumed the contami-
nated baby food.

Global leftists rally in Spain hoping 
to spark resurgence against far-right
Reuters
Barcelona

From reforming the UN Se-
curity Council to taxing bil-
lionaires, thousands of left-

ists gathered in Barcelona over 
the weekend to brainstorm ways 
to halt the rise of authoritarian-
ism  and win back voters who have 
drifted rightwards.

The gathering, which drew 
more than 6,000 people from over 
40 countries,  comes as far-right 
and nationalist forces have gained 
 ground globally, eclipsing the left 
with messaging that pins cost-of-
living concerns on immigration, 
outdated institutions and out-of-
touch political elites.

Spearheaded  by Spain’s Social-
ist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, 
whose outspoken opposition to  US 
President Trump’s foreign policy 
has boosted his image, the summit 
 was buoyed by hopes that the far-
right surge may have peaked, with 
Trump’s polling numbers falling, 
Hungary’s Victor Orban ousted af-
ter 16 years in government and the 
French far-right underperforming 
in last month’s municipal elections.

Leaders including South African 
President Cyril Ramaphosa and 
Brazil’s Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
rallied the crowd with calls to re-
form international organisations 
and cement new left-leaning al-
liances, as the shadow of Trump’s 
attacks on multilateral institutions 
loomed large.

“To be progressive is to defend a 
reformed multilateralism, where 
the rules work for everyone,” said 
Lula da Silva, addressing a packed 
closing plenary of supporters 
waving red fl ags, sporting ‘Make 
Science Great Again’ caps and pe-
riodically chanting Spanish anti-
fascist anthems.

Left-wing parties hoping for a 

resurgence need to address kitchen 
table issues such as the cost of liv-
ing, said Marcus Roberts, CEO 
of  political strategy consultancy 
Mandate Research.

Indeed, anger at rising fuel prices 
due to the war in the Middle East has 
seen Trump’s approval ratings tank, 
 polls show, in what Democrat strat-
egists have described as a window 
of opportunity to  make convincing 
arguments on the economy ahead of 
midterm elections in November. 

“It’s hard for people who can’t 
aff ord eggs to be concerned 
about democracy,” said Neera 

Tanden, former adviser in Joe 
Biden, Hilary Clinton and Barack 
Obama’s administrations and di-
rector of the Center for American 
Progress think-tank.

Isabel Allende, former Senate 
president of Chile and daughter 
of Salvador Allende, Latin Amer-
ica’s fi rst Marxist leader, warned 
that the left had become discon-
nected from citizens’ concerns.

“It’s unimaginable to fi ght 
against the right if we can’t get 
closer to ordinary people,” she said.

Attendees returning from the 
Spring meetings of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and World 
Bank said discussions in Barcelona 
refl ected a similar urgency for re-
forming the balance of power in 
global institutions, though specif-
ics on what would come  next re-
mained unclear.

While organisers were adamant 
the event, hosted by several left-
wing political networks and Spain’s 
Socialist Party, was not a mobilisa-
tion against Trump, they also said 
the left could not aff ord to sit  tight 
and wait for a new US administra-
tion, with many echoing Canadian 
Prime Minister Mark Carney’s call 
for “middle powers” to coalesce.

Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez speaks at the Global 
Progressive Mobilisation in 
Barcelona, Spain,on Saturday. 
(Reuters)

Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva attends the Global 
Progressive Mobilisation in Barcelona, Spain, on Saturday. (Reuters)



By Claire Scowen

The idea that children 
go “online” is already 
outdated.

For most young 
people today, there is no 
meaningful distinction between 
online and offl  ine life. Their 
friendships unfold across group 
chats, their sense of identity is 
shaped in digital spaces, and 
their understanding of the world 
is fi ltered through algorithms 
that respond faster than any 
adult can track.

This shift has happened 
quietly, but its implications are 
profound.

Much of the conversation 
around children and technology 
still revolves around screen time 
— how many hours, how often, 
and how late. It is a reassuringly 
simple metric. It can also be the 
wrong one.

What matters is not only 
how long children are on their 
devices, but also what they 
encounter there, how they 
interpret it, and whether they 
have the knowledge to respond 
safely.

That is a more complex 
problem — and one that cannot 
be solved through restrictions 
alone.

Children today are navigating 
an environment defi ned by 
speed, scale and sophistication. 
Artifi cial Intelligence (AI) can 
generate convincing images, 
voices and narratives. Content 
is personalised and persistent. 
Misinformation sits alongside 
fact, often indistinguishable 
without context. The result is 

a world in which children are 
constantly interpreting signals, 
many of which they are not 
developmentally equipped to 
fully understand.

In this environment, risk rarely 
appears as a single, obvious 
event. It accumulates. It begins 
with something ambiguous — a 
message that feels slightly off , a 
video that is diffi  cult to process, 
a conversation that shifts in tone. 
These are the moments children 
often keep to themselves. Not 
because they lack trust, but 
because they fear losing access, 
independence or control.

This is where much of the 
current approach to digital safety 
can fall short.

A model built primarily on 
monitoring and restriction 
assumes that risk can be 
contained through oversight. 
Children’s digital lives are 
too fl uid, too private and too 
embedded in their social world 
for that to be consistently 
eff ective. When control becomes 
the dominant strategy, children 
become more adept at concealing 
their experiences rather than 
sharing them.

What protects children is 
something less visible, and far 
more diffi  cult to measure: their 
willingness to speak.

Understanding the risks they 
face can help clarify what that 
protection needs to look like. 
These risks tend to fall into four 
broad, overlapping areas.

Content – what children 
encounter. This includes explicit 
material, misinformation, 
and content that normalises 
harmful behaviours or 
unrealistic standards. Exposure 
is often unintentional, driven by 
algorithms rather than choice. 
The challenge lies in helping 
children question what they see 
and recognise when something 
feels wrong.

Contact – who children 
interact with. Digital platforms 
allow strangers to present 
themselves as peers and to 
move conversations quickly into 
private spaces. Some interactions 
remain harmless. Others involve 
manipulation, coercion or 
exploitation. Children need the 
confi dence to disengage and 

the clarity to recognise when an 
interaction is unsafe.

Conduct – how children 
behave online. The distance 
created by screens can distort 
judgement. Messages escalate 
quickly. Images are shared 
without fully understanding 
their permanence or reach. 
These moments refl ect a need 
for guidance around empathy, 
responsibility and consequence.

Commerce – how children 
engage as consumers. Online 
environments are designed to 
encourage spending and sharing. 
In-game purchases, targeted 
advertising, phishing and scams 
are part of that ecosystem. 
Children may not recognise when 
they are being infl uenced or 
exploited.

These risks do not operate in 
isolation. They intersect and 
reinforce one another, often in 
ways that are diffi  cult to detect 
from the outside.

The response requires a shift in 
emphasis.

Practical tools – parental 
controls, privacy settings, 
screen-time limits – remain 
useful, particularly for younger 
children. They create structure. 
They signal boundaries. But they 
do not, on their own, prepare 
children for the complexity of the 
environments they inhabit.

Preparation comes from 
something else: conversation, 
modelling and trust.

Children watch how adults use 
technology. They absorb patterns 
of attention, behaviour and 

response. A phone placed aside 
during a conversation carries 
more weight than a rule about 
screen use. A calm discussion 
about something unsettling 
online creates space for future 
disclosure.

Digital literacy has also taken 
on a new urgency. Children 
need to understand how content 
is created, why it appears to 
them, and how tools such as 
artificial intelligence can both 
inform and mislead. This does 
not require technical expertise 
from parents. It requires 
openness – a willingness to 
explore, question and learn 
alongside the children.

Safeguarding, in this 
context, becomes less about 
controlling exposure and more 
about building knowledge and 
capability.

Children will encounter risk. 
That is inevitable in a connected 
world. What matters is whether 
they can recognise it, respond to 
it and, critically, speak about it.

The most eff ective safeguard is 
not a fi lter or a setting.

It is a relationship in which 
a child knows they can say, 
“Something doesn’t feel right,” 
and be heard.

In a world that is always on, 
that may be the only protection 
that consistently holds.

• Claire Scowen is the 
Vice-President of Risk and the 
Global Lead of Safeguarding 
and Child Protection at GEMS 
Education.

European allies fear an inexperienced US negotiating team 
is pushing for a swift, headline-grabbing framework deal 
with Iran that could entrench rather than resolve deeper 
problems, diplomats with past experience dealing with 

Tehran said.
They worry that Washington, eager to claim a diplomatic win for 

President Donald Trump, could lock in a superfi cial agreement on 
Iran’s nuclear programme and sanctions relief, then struggle through 
months or years of technically complex follow-on talks.

“The concern isn’t that there won’t be an agreement,” said a 
senior European diplomat, who has previously worked on the 
nuclear fi le or continue to do so. “It’s that there will be a bad initial 
agreement that creates endless downstream problems.”

Diplomats from France, Britain and Germany – which began 
negotiating with Iran in 2003 – say that they have been sidelined.

From 2013 to 2015, the three worked with the US to secure a deal 
on curbing Iran’s nuclear programme in exchange for sanctions 
relief, known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Trump withdrew from the accord – the signature foreign policy 
agreement of his predecessor Barack Obama – in 2018, during his 
fi rst term, calling it “horribly one-sided”.

After 40 days of airstrikes, US and Iranian negotiators opened 
talks in Islamabad earlier this month, again focused on the familiar 
trade-off  of nuclear restrictions for economic relief.

There were some signs in the Pakistani capital yesterday of 
preparations for a resumption of face-to-face negotiations.

Diplomats say that deep mistrust and sharply diff erent 
negotiating styles raise the risk of a fragile framework neither side 
can sustain politically.

“It took us 12 years and 
immense technical work,” 
said Federica Mogherini, 
who co-ordinated the talks 
from 2013 to 2015. “Does 
anyone seriously think this 
can be done in 21 hours?”

The diplomats said that a 
skeletal agreement may be 
achievable, built around a 

nuclear package and an economic package.
“The Americans think you agree on three or four points in a 

fi ve-page document and that’s it, but on the nuclear fi le, every 
clause opens the door to a dozen more disputes,” a second European 
diplomat said.

Talks are focusing on Iran’s stockpile of roughly 440kg (970 
pounds) of uranium enriched to 60%, material that could be used for 
several nuclear weapons if further enriched.

The favoured option is “downblending” inside Iran under 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) supervision.

Another is a hybrid approach, with some material shipped abroad.
“Whatever happens now is only a starting point,” said a diplomat 

previously involved in nuclear talks. “That’s why the 2015 JCPOA ran 
to 160 pages.”

Beyond stockpiles lies the deeper dispute over Iran’s right 
to enrich uranium at all: Trump has publicly pushed for zero 
enrichment, while Iran insists it has the right to enrich uranium for 
civilian purposes and denies seeking a bomb.

One possible compromise would be a temporary moratorium 
followed by resumption at very low levels under strict conditions.

Europeans stressed that a central role for the IAEA, including 
intrusive verifi cation and unrestricted access, was essential.

“A negotiation with Iran is meticulous and subtle: every word 
matters,” said Gérard Araud, France’s chief negotiator from 2006 to 
2009. “That’s not something you rush.”

The economic track focuses on lifting sanctions and unfreezing 
Iranian assets.

In the short term, Iran wants access to frozen funds overseas.
Broader sanctions relief would come later and require European 

buy-in, diplomats said.
Offi  cials say Washington is again separating an agreement in 

principle from its painstaking follow-up, an approach they say risks 
misreading Iranian political culture.

“These talks aren’t a real-estate deal settled with a handshake,” 
said a senior regional diplomat briefed by Tehran, referring to the 
background of Trump’s main negotiators Steve Witkoff  and Jared 
Kushner. “They involve sequencing, sanctions relief and reciprocal 
nuclear steps.”

“There’s simply not enough expertise in this US team,” said one 
European offi  cial, noting that roughly 200 diplomats, fi nancial and 
nuclear experts were involved in the 2015 talks. “We’ve worked on 
this fi le for two decades.” – Reuters
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Children aren’t ‘online’ anymore

A rushed US-Iran 
framework deal 
could backfi re

Talks are 
focusing on 
Iran's stockpile 
of uranium



AFP
Islamabad

Security in Pakistan’s capi-
tal Islamabad was stepped 
up visibly yesterday ahead 

of peace talks between the United 
States and Iran in the coming days.

President Donald Trump said 
US negotiators will be in Paki-
stan on Monday to resume talks 
on ending the war with Iran, little 
more than a week after face-to-
face talks in Islamabad on April 11 
ended without agreement.

“My Representatives are go-
ing to Islamabad, Pakistan - They 
will be there tomorrow evening, 
for Negotiations,” he wrote on 
Truth Social.

Authorities earlier announced 
road closures and traffi  c restric-
tions across the city, as well as in 
neighbouring Rawalpindi.

AFP journalists saw armed 
guards and checkpoints near Is-
lamabad’s most secure hotels, 
including the Marriott and the 

Serena, where the last round of 
talks between US and Iranian del-
egations took place.

Most streets leading to the Ser-
ena Hotel were closed on Sunday, 
with barbed wire, barricades, 

heavy security and traffi  c diver-
sions.

“Citizens are earnestly re-
quested to cooperate with the 
security agencies,” a city offi  cial 
posted on X.
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Pakistan tightens security in IslamabadPakistan tightens security in Islamabad

A police personnel stands guard at a closed road leading to the Serena 
Hotel in the Red Zone area of Islamabad yesterday. (AFP)

Turkiye ‘optimistic’ Mideast 
ceasefi re will be extended
AFP
Antalya

Turkiye said yesterday it re-
mained “optimistic” that 
a two-week ceasefi re be-

tween Iran and the United States 
that expires on Wednesday, would 
be extended, allowing more time 
for talks between the sides.

Pakistan is leading preparations 
for more high-level US-Iran peace 
talks after a fi rst round ended with-
out agreement last weekend,

Turkiye, alongside Egypt, has 
expressed strong support for the 
Pakistan-led initiative on pro-
longing negotiations and pre-
venting a return to hostilities.

“No one wants to see a new 
war break out when the ceasefi re 
expires next week. We hope... 
the parties will extend the cease-
fi re,” Turkish Foreign Minister 
Hakan Fidan said at the closing 
of a three-day diplomacy forum 
in the southern Antalya province.

“I hope there’ll be an exten-
sion. I am optimistic,” he said.

Fidan said he spoke with Pa-
kistani offi  cials on Sunday but 
would not give a date when new 
talks could be held.

“The continuation of nego-
tiations is something the entire 
international community wants. 
There is signifi cant pressure in 
this regard,” he said.

“Under this level of pressure, 
I believe the parties should not 
see any obstacle to extending 
the ceasefi re in order to continue 
peace negotiations,” added the 
minister.

Fidan said unless the sides 
chose to pursue more confron-
tational measures, there was “a 
strong possibility that the cease-
fi re will be extended and negotia-
tions will continue”.

“Hopefully, a more positive 
scenario will emerge. With some 

luck, by that time, the key issues 
in the negotiations may already 
have been resolved,” he added.

Despite the optimism and 
movement in negotiations, Iran 
said on Sunday a fi nal peace deal 
was “far” off .

“It is clear that the negotiations 
have reached a critical stage. Both 
sides are continuing the talks 
with a genuine sense of sincerity. 
They also have the will to keep the 
process going,” Fidan said.

Turkiye’s top diplomat also 
accused Israel of seeking to cre-
ate a “fait accompli” in Lebanon, 
despite an agreed ceasefi re, de-
nouncing what he said “Israeli 
expansionism”.

“The ongoing Iran-United 
States negotiations seem to be 
overshadowing this situation (in 
Lebanon). Israel appears to be 
trying to take advantage of this 
distraction to create a fait accom-
pli,” Fidan also said.

On Saturday, Fidan said Israel 
was attempting to occupy new 
territories using security con-
cerns as a pretext.

“We are talking about a fun-
damntalist government. We are 
talking abot a security problem 
that troubles the world,” he said.

Turkiye’s Foreign Minister 
Hakan Fidan delivers a speech 
as he attends the 5th edition of 
the Antalya Diplomacy Forum 
yesterday. (AFP)

France, Greece to extend defence pact for 5 years
French President Emmanuel Macron will travel to 
Greece next week to  renew a security pact between  
the two  countries against the backdrop  of the  war 
in Iran, a  Greek government official said yesterday.
France and Greece, long-standing Nato allies, 
signed a security and defence agreement in 2021, 
which required them to come to each other’s aid 
if  attacked and included the purchase of three 

French-made frigates and around 24  Dassault-
made Rafale fighter jets by  Athens. Macron’s visit 
to Greece on  April 24-25 will renew the agreement 
for a further five years, with an automatic renewal 
thereafter, the official said, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. Macron and the Greek government 
will also discuss maritime security  and the  Strait of 
Hormuz, the official added. (Reuters)

Eight people remain in Kyiv 
hospital after shooting: mayor
Reuters
Kyiv

Eight  people including a 
child remain hospitalised  in 
Kyiv after being wounded in 

a shooting that killed six people, 
Mayor  Vitali Klitschko said yes-
terday.

A Russian-born man  opened 
fi re on passers-by with an au-
tomatic rifl e  on Saturday before 
barricading himself in a super-
market with hostages, where he 
was shot dead by police.

Police stormed the supermar-
ket after unsuccessfully trying to 
negotiate with the suspect for 40 
minutes, although offi  cers were 
initially fi lmed running away 
from the incident, prompting the 
resignation of a police chief.

Klitschko said the wounded 
child, whose parents were killed 
in the shooting, was in moderate 
condition, while one of the adults 
was critical. “They are all receiv-
ing all necessary medical care,” 
the mayor said on Telegram.

President Volodymyr Zelensky 
said on  Saturday that the shoot-
ing, which happened in the capi-
tal’s leafy Holosiivskyi district, 
injured 14 people.

The supermarket has been cor-
doned off  and remains closed. 
Bullet holes are visible in win-
dows of the supermarket, and 

bloodstains can  be seen nearby.
Flowers were left near a resi-

dential building  a couple of hun-
dred metres from the supermar-
ket, where the shooter shot his 
fi rst  victims.

“I saw how people grabbed 
children from the playground and 
ran away. They screamed: ‘run 
away, hide’,” Daryna, a 31-year-
old local resident, told Reuters. 
“People didn’t understand what 
was going on. They said that 
there was a man there, a man was 
shooting with a machine gun.”

Shootings of this nature are 
extremely rare in Ukraine and the 

country’s security service said the 
incident was being investigated as 
a terrorist act. Police have not yet 
identifi ed a motive for the crime.

Yevhen Zhukov, the head of 
Ukraine’s Patrol Police - a divi-
sion of the national police service 
whose duty is to patrol the streets 
-  resigned yesterday after social 
media  circulated a video showing 
patrol offi  cers running away after 
hearing gunfi re, leaving civilians 
without protection.

Reuters could not independ-
ently verify the video.

“The police offi  cers acted un-
professionally and disgracefully. 

As police offi  cers, they should 
have been helping and rescuing 
our citizens. But they failed to 
assess the situation properly and 
left civilians in danger,” online 
media outlet RBC Ukraine quoted 
Zhukov as saying.

“As a combat offi  cer, I have 
decided to submit my resigna-
tion from the position I currently 
hold,” Zhukov added.

Earlier on Sunday, minister 
Klymenko said the offi  cers’ be-
haviour was “a disgrace to the 
entire  system”. An investigation 
has been launched and decisions 
will be made regarding their su-
periors.

The shooting of civilians not far 
from central Kyiv has raised ques-
tions both about the public’s right 
to self-defence and about how 
the gunman was able to obtain a 
fi rearms permit, Interior Minister 
Ihor Klymenko said.

“The attacker’s mental state 
was clearly unstable. How he ob-
tained the medical certifi cates 
required to renew his gun permit 
must be thoroughly investigated,” 
Klymenko said.

He said the ministry intends to 
prepare the fi nal version of a bill 
on civilian fi rearms as he was cer-
tain  that “people should have the 
right  to armed self-defence.”

At present, Ukrainians can own 
only hunting weapons.

Abandoned toys on the playground at the site of yesterday’s shooting 
incident, in Kyiv, yesterday. (Reuters)

BPS records 100% Class X pass rateBPS records 100% Class X pass rate
Birla Public School (BPS) has posted 
a 100% pass rate in the CBSE Class X 
examinations for 2025-26, with all 557 
students of its 19th batch clearing the 
Secondary School Examination.
According to a press release, the school’s 
top performer was Shamita Adiga, who 
secured a perfect 100%. Second place 
was shared by five students — Harreni 
Shunmuga Sundara Rajan, Garv Gupta, 
Ishaan Anees Moidu, Mridula Arun Prakash 
and Mariam Nasim — each with 99.2%.
The third position was jointly secured by 
10 students, each scoring 99%: Maher 
Vidya Negi, Prithvi Rajesh, Amina Hana, 
Daniel John Abraham, Gopika Preejith, 
Ananya Anand, Jiya Japan Gandhi, Sarah 
Ahsan, Arush Sharma and Shanmugapriya 
Sivakumar.
The results reflected strong overall 
academic performance across the cohort, 
with 335 students scoring above 90%, 
while 532 students secured distinction by 
obtaining more than 75%.
BPS students collectively recorded 

101 centums across subjects. Artificial 
Intelligence accounted for the highest 
number of perfect scores with 36 
centums, followed by Data Science with 33 
and Mathematics Standard with 14. Arabic 
produced 10 centums, while English and 
Tamil recorded two each. Science, Social 
Science, Hindi, and Marketing and Sales 
recorded one centum each.
Among those who secured centums in 
Tamil were Mithraa Vijayakumar and 
Ayshwarya Siva Ananth. In Arabic, full 
marks were secured by Mohammed 
Yaqzan Rafeeque, Khadija Mohammed 
Noorul Hasan, Mohammed Nayif Noushad 
Parappura, Numbly Abdullah, Mohammed 
Naheem Noushad Parappur, Nidha 
Fathima, Numan Mohammed Naveed 
Shaikh, Syeda Haziqa Hassan, Zisel 
Nousher and Duaa Kalam.
In Mathematics Standard, the students 
who scored centums were Harreni 
Shunmuga Sundara Rajan, Simon Moses 
Walter Moses, Ishaan Anees Moidu, 
Shamita Adiga, Ananya Anand, Madiha 

Kadri, Edlin Jacob Jibu, Gavin Aneesh 
Chako, Heena Jaganathan, Aryan 
Bijukumar Nair, Neil Jacob Mathew, 
Ayshwarya Siva Ananth, Shenil Salgin 
Cherian and Lakshmi Sukrutha Yejju.
Shamita Adiga also secured perfect scores 
in Hindi, Science and Social Science. In 
English Literature, Shiza Manal Parambil 
and Garv Gupta achieved centums, while 
Riya Kaviarasu secured full marks in 
Marketing and Sales.
Artificial Intelligence accounted for the 
largest number of centums. Students who 
secured full marks in the subject included 
Amina Hana, Mirthun Raaj Sridharan, 
Mehreen Jeelani Munawar, Harinitha 
Kannan, Filza Mehrin Sulfikkarali, Rohan 
Jacob, Gopika Preejith, Aryan Haridas, 
Avaaneesh Ankush Pathare, Akshat 
Chaudhary, Shamita Adiga, Siddhi 
Harish Pillai, Angel Mariam Benoy, 
Aron Binoy Daniel, Paul Renju Moolayil, 
Ananya Anand, Krithika Pradeep, Ayesha 
Zahra Muttathushalil Rish, Abel Aby 
George, Edlin Jacob Jibu, Niya Najeeb, 

Olivia Joseph, Sarah Ahsan, Tanushree 
Balakrishnan, Gowri Anupama Sibin, 
Pranathi Vivekanandh, Mridula Arun 
Prakash, Vega Azhar, Akshaya John, 
Nawfal Abdul Khaleel Qibran, Mariam 
Nasim, Aryaman Mishra, Adnan, Dhruv 
Amit Gaur, Shanmugapriya Sivakumar and 
Tanvi Raviraj Patte.
In Data Science, centums were achieved 
by Faizaan Ahammed, Adithya Midhun 
Kalathil, Arun Deepak Pereira, Elasha Anna 
Aji, Maher Vidya Negi, Anvi Sharma, Arshal 
Kanichai Remin, Jomei Samuel Victor John 
Victor, Vibha Vinod Jadhav, Shahd Shihab, 
Aryan Vandana Prasad, Madiha Kadri, 
Navya Arun Nair, Gowshik Kulandaivel, 
Rhea Grace Sujith, Prarthana Kurian, Daniel 

John Abraham, Anushka Shenoy, Jiya Japan 
Gandhi, Soha Altaf Sheikh, Mohammed 
Qais Shanil Mookkathayi, Vaishnavi Suresh 
Pillai, Nabeel Syed, Ken Abraham Thomas, 
Joanna Meriam Viju, Ammaar Ahmed Syed, 
Mahanthikaa Suresh, Mohammed Sanie 
Esa Valappintakat, Zisel Nousher, Drishti 
Jain, Mohammed Zayan Zafar Khan, Shenil 
Salgin Cherian and Jay Shrestha.
BPS chairperson Maria Pakalomattom, 
vice-chairman Dr Mohan Thomas, members 
of the board, principal Dr Anand R Nair, staff  
and parents congratulated the students 
and teachers for the strong performance, 
attributing the results to the school’s 
continued focus on quality education and 
coordinated teaching eff orts.

Two officers suspended over claims they fled Kyiv shooting
Ukraine’s interior minister said yesterday two 

police officers had been suspended after a 

video circulated online showed them fleeing 

the scene of the shooting in Kyiv in which six 

people were killed.

In a video posted by Ukrainian media, two police 

off icers wearing uniforms and yellow vests are 

seen standing next to a person on the ground 

before fleeing the scene as gunshots ring out.

“Shameful, unworthy behaviour. This is a disgrace 

for the entire system. They have been suspended, 

and an investigation into this is underway,” Inte-

rior Minister Igor Klymenko said on Telegram.

Klymenko also urged not to “generalise about 

the entire police force based solely on the ac-

tions of two employees”.

Police have yet to ascertain the motive behind 

the shooting — but Klymenko said the at-

tacker’s “mental state was clearly unstable”.

“How he obtained the necessary medical 

certificates to extend his gun permit must be 

examined,” Klymenko added.

He said however that there would be no 

sweeping checks of gun owners that are legally 

bound to declare their weapons.

He vowed to hold “expert discussions with the 

participation of members of parliament, the 

public, journalists, and the veteran community” 

on gun control laws.

Ukraine, which has been fending off Russia’s 

full-scale invasion since 2022, has seen spo-

radic shooting incidents but has a relatively low 

crime rate. (AFP) 

Zelensky condemns oil 
sanctions relief for Russia

AFP
Kyiv

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky yester-
day condemned the eas-

ing of sanctions on Russian oil 
after the US extended a waiver 
meant to soften surging energy 
prices driven by the Middle East 
war.

“Every dollar paid for Russian 
oil is money for the war” and the 
billions of dollars involved are 
used for devastating strikes on 
Ukraine, Zelensky said in a post 
on X.

He did not mention the US, 
but President Donald Trump’s 
administration on Friday issued 
a month-long sanctions waiver 
allowing the sale of Russian oil 
and petroleum products that are 
at sea.

The action was intended to 
bring down soaring energy pric-
es. But the US Treasury Depart-
ment extension came two days 
after Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent said that Washington 
would not renew the waiver.

Zelensky said there were more 
than 110 tankers carrying Rus-
sian oil in breach of international 
sanctions currently at sea, car-
rying more than 12mn tonnes of 
crude “which, due to the easing 
of sanctions, can once again be 
sold without consequences.

“That is $10bn — a resource 
that is directly converted into 
new strikes against Ukraine,” Ze-
lensky said.

The Ukraine leader said that in 
the past week alone, Russia had 
launched more than 2,360 attack 
drones, more than 1,320 guided 
aerial bombs “and nearly 60 mis-
siles of various types at our cities 
and communities”.

A 16-year-old boy was killed 
and four people wounded in one 
overnight attack on the northern 
city of Chernihiv, the head of the 
local administration said Sunday.

Zelensky said: “It is important 
that Russian tankers are stopped, 
not allowed to deliver oil to ports. 

The aggressor’s oil exports must 
decrease, and Ukraine’s long-
range sanctions continue to work 
toward that goal.”

Zelensky has a delicate rela-
tionship with Trump, who had a 
memorable blow-up with him in 
the Oval Offi  ce last year.

Ukraine needs US backing to 
fi ght off  Russia, but has faced 
pressure from the Trump admin-
istration to sign off  on a deal to 
end the more than four-year-old 
war triggered by Moscow’s inva-
sion.

The US sanctions waiver al-
lows for the purchase of Russian 
oil and petroleum products that 
have been loaded onto any ves-
sel as of Friday, through 12:01am 
(0401 GMT) on May 16.

It extends an earlier easing of 
sanctions that expired on April 
11.

Trump is keen to contain surg-
ing petrol prices ahead of key 
midterm elections this year.

Several top Democrats 
slammed the new sanctions relief 
however.

“This decision is shameful 
and a 180-degree reversal from 
Secretary Bessent, just two days 
after he pledged not to extend 
sanctions relief for Russia,” said 
Senators Jeanne Shaheen, Chuck 
Schumer and Elizabeth Warren in 
a statement.

“Make no mistake, Putin has 
been one of the biggest ben-
efi ciaries of President Trump’s 
war against Iran, as Russia saw 
oil revenues nearly double in 
March.”

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr 
Zelensky. (AFP/File photo)
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Lekhwiya welcomes the second cohort of Police 
Academy’s security command, staff programme

The Internal Security Force (Lekhwiya) hosted the second cohort of 
the Police Academy’s Security Command and Staff  Programme, in a 
visit aimed at familiarising them with the Force’s tasks and duties.
HE the Deputy Commander of the Internal Security Force 
(Lekhwiya) Major-General Mohammed Mesfer al-Shahwani 
delivered a lecture outlining Lekhwiya’s role in maintaining the 
country’s internal security.
During a tour of Al Duhail Camp, the visiting off icers were also 
shown the equipment and vehicles used in various security 
operations. – QNA

With April being observed as Au-
tism Awareness Month, a re-
searcher from the Qatar Biomed-

ical Research Institute (QBRI) at Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University (HBKU) has highlighted 
some of the long-standing misconceptions 
about autism and the need to diagnose it at 
the earliest. 

“Viewed for decades as primarily a 
childhood condition and something to be 
addressed in the early years, it was widely 
thought autism might eventually be out-
grown,” Dr Maha al-Thani, a research fel-
low at the QBRI, noted in an article pub-
lished by the HBKU. “This misconception 
created a ‘lost generation’ of autistic adults 
who have navigated life without under-
standing themselves, without access to ap-
propriate support, and often carrying the 
weight of wondering why everything feels 
harder for them than for others.”

She cited a review from King’s College 
London highlighted some statistics noting 
that an estimated 89-97% of autistic adults 
aged 40 and older in the United Kingdom 
remain undiagnosed.

“These individuals grew up at a time 
when autism was primarily associated 

with young boys who had obvious support 
needs,” Dr Maha said. “The broader, sub-
tler presentations we now recognise, par-
ticularly in women and girls and those who 
learned to mask their diff erences, were al-
most entirely missed.”

She highlights that this under-diagnosis 
represents decades of people navigating 
education, employment, and healthcare 
without a framework for understanding 
their own minds.

The consequences ripple through every 
aspect of life, from mental health to physi-
cal well-being.

She has also quoted a study in the Jour-
nal of Autism and Developmental Disorders 

which found that the age at which an autis-
tic person receives their diagnosis plays a 
more critical role in quality of life than their 
chronological age.

Those diagnosed later report poorer so-
cial lives, not because they are “more autis-
tic”, but because they spent decades with-
out understanding or accommodating their 
own needs.

The writer underlined that subtler pres-
entations, especially in women, girls, and 
those who learned to “mask” their traits, 
were often overlooked and it has left many 
individuals without a framework to under-
stand themselves, leading to widespread 
impacts on mental and physical health.

 “The cumulative toll of decades of mask-
ing can contribute to mental health diffi  cul-
ties,” Dr Maha said.

“Social isolation becomes a signifi cant 
concern, as carefully maintained connec-
tions are disrupted by retirement or be-
reavement,” she continued. “The most 
alarming fi ndings suggest autistic adults 
may be at higher risk for early-onset of de-
mentia, underscoring the urgent need for 
better understanding and support for this 
population.”

The many faces of autism refl ect the 
truth that autistic people are as diverse as 
any other population.

“For the ‘lost generation’ of undiag-
nosed adults, the journey to discovery may 
come late, but it is never too late for self-
understanding to improve quality of life,” 
Dr Maha said. “For younger generations, 
we have an opportunity to do better, to rec-
ognise autism early and provide support 
without stigma.”

“We must adopt a lifespan approach that 
funds long-term research, integrates tai-
lored healthcare, and expands social sup-
port so that autistic people at every age can 
live happy and healthy lives,” she added. 
“The most important support any of us can 
off er, regardless of age, is acceptance: the 
simple, profound gift of allowing autistic 
people to be authentically themselves.”

Amid a noticeable increase 
in mosquitos in some ar-
eas over the recent days, 

some medical professionals have 
given practical advice on preven-
tion and proper management of 
bites, stressing for more aware-
ness eff orts. 

They stressed that while most 
cases remain mild, well-in-
formed awareness and consist-
ent preventive practices are es-
sential to reduce potential risks 
and protect public health.

They also underline the criti-
cal role of community awareness 
in addressing the issue.

Encouraging healthy behav-
iours, such as maintaining clean 
surroundings and eliminating 
stagnant water, can signifi cantly 
limit mosquito breeding and re-
duce exposure, particularly dur-
ing peak seasons.

Some physicians recom-
mend practical steps including 
the use of safe insect repel-
lents, wearing long and light-
coloured clothing, and avoiding 
outdoor exposure during peak 
mosquito activity, especially 
around sunset.

Keeping windows closed in the 
evening or installing protective 
mesh screens is also advised to 
minimise indoor exposure.

Dr Ahmed Saeed, an emergen-
cy physician at Doha Clinic Hos-
pital, stressed the importance of 
proactive prevention.

“Prevention remains the most 
eff ective defence against mos-
quito bites,” he said. “Simple 
measures such as wearing pro-
tective clothing, using safe re-
pellents, and maintaining a clean 
environment can signifi cantly 
reduce exposure.”

He stressed that eliminating 
stagnant water in home gardens 
and containers is crucial in limit-
ing mosquito breeding.

Some doctors caution against 
scratching mosquito bites, as it 
may lead to skin irritation or sec-
ondary infections.

Instead, they recommend cold 
compresses and soothing topical 
treatments to ease itching and 
redness.

Dr Adel Kamal, consultant 
dermatologist at Al Ahli Hospi-
tal, highlighted the risks of im-
proper handling of such bites.

“Mosquito bites are usu-
ally mild, but incorrect dealing 
with them, especially excessive 
scratching, can lead to skin ir-
ritation and even bacterial in-
fections,” he said. “Proper care 
helps prevent complications and 
speeds recovery.”

Dr Kamal also advised avoid-
ing the areas where mosquitos 
thrive such as farms and wet ag-
riculture areas, particularly after 
rainfall when breeding condi-
tions are ideal.

While the majority of mos-
quito bites cause only minor dis-
comfort, certain groups may face 
higher risks.

Dr Mahmoud Hammal, con-
sultant in Internal Medicine at 
The View Hospital, said that 
“most mosquito bites are simple 
and cause only localized itching 
and redness”.

However, vulnerable groups 
such as children, the elderly, and 
those with weakened immune 
systems should take extra pre-
cautions to avoid complications,” 
he said.

Dr Hammal recommended 
practical solutions such as in-
stalling window screens and lim-
iting exposure during peak hours.

Medical professionals also 
warn that in some cases, mos-
quito bites may be linked to more 
serious conditions, particularly 
in the regions where insect-
borne diseases are present.

Dr Rand Silwan Aboud, con-
sultant of Family Medicine at 
the Primary Health Care Cor-
poration (PHCC)’s Omar Bin Al 
Khattab Health Centre, advised 
caution.

“If fl u-like symptoms such 
as fever, headache, body aches, 
or rash appear within days of a 
mosquito bite, medical consul-
tation is essential to rule out po-
tential infections,” she said.

She recommended that im-
mediate care by washing the bite 
area with soap and water, apply-
ing cold compresses, and using 
calming treatments such as cala-
mine lotion or antihistamines 
when needed.

With this seasonal rise, con-
sistent preventative measures 
and early response to symptoms 
remain the most eff ective tools.

By combining personal pro-
tection, environmental cleanli-
ness, and timely medical care, 
communities can signifi cantly 
reduce the impact of mosquito-
related health concerns and en-
sure a safer environment for all.

Prevention 
and awareness 
seen as vital 
for protection 
against
mosquito bites

QBRI expert highlights hidden cost 
of misconceptions about autism
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

The Primary Health Care 
Corporation (PHCC) has 
announced the offi  cial 

launch of phase two in the expan-
sion of its Audiology Screening 
Service within Well-Baby clinics.

This phase extends the service 
to seven additional health centres: 
Qatar University, Umm Slal, Me-
saimeer, Muaither, Al Daayen, Al 

Khor, and Umm Ghuwailina.
The service will be available on 

selected days and times, based 
on the operational needs of each 
health centre.

With this expansion, the total 
number of PHCC health centres 
off ering newborn hearing screen-
ings has risen to 20.

Preparations for phase three 

are scheduled to commence from 
April 26. This upcoming phase will 
include health centres in Madi-
nat Khalifa, Al Ruwais, Umm Al 
Seneem, Al Waab, Al Sheehaniya, 
and Al Mashaf.

A key component of phase three 
encompasses on-site training ses-
sions designed to refi ne the clinical 
skills of PHCC’s nursing staff .

Primary Health Care Corporation launches 
phase two of audiology screening services

The University of Doha for Science 
and Technology (UDST) has an-
nounced the signing of a technol-

ogy support contract with “Be My Sense”, 
a startup founded by UDST students and 
launched through the university’s incuba-
tion centre, UHUB.

The agreement marks a signifi cant step 
in supporting student-led innovation 
and advancing entrepreneurial initiatives 
emerging from the university.

“Be My Sense” was developed by stu-
dents Mohamed Ali and Ahmed El Abed, 
under the mentorship of Dr Wagdi Al-
rawagfeh, the assistant dean for IT Student 
Aff airs at the College of Computing and In-
formation Technology.

The startup builds on an award-winning 
project that earned international recogni-
tion at the Huawei ICT Competition 2024-
25 Global Final in China, where the team se-

cured second place in the Innovation Track 
while representing Qatar among leading 
teams from around the world.

The solution is an inclusive, artifi cial in-

telligence (AI)-powered platform designed 
to empower deaf and hard-of-hearing in-
dividuals through real-time translation, 
smart wearables, and digital assistance.

By addressing communication barriers in 
educational, professional, and public envi-
ronments, “Be My Sense” refl ects a strong 
commitment to accessibility and social im-
pact.

The contract establishes a framework for 
collaboration between the UDST and the 
startup, focusing on supporting its contin-
ued development, scalability, and market 
readiness.

“The signing of this contract reflects 
our strong commitment to empowering 
our students and supporting their entre-
preneurial journeys,” said UDST presi-
dent Dr Salem al-Naemi. “At the UDST, 
we believe that innovation thrives when 
students are given the opportunity to ap-

ply their knowledge in meaningful ways.”
“‘Be My Sense’ is a testament to the im-

pact of applied learning, where ideas de-
veloped in the classroom evolve into solu-
tions that serve society and address real 
challenges,” he said. “We take great pride 
in seeing our students grow into innovators 
and entrepreneurs who contribute to shap-
ing a more inclusive and technologically 
advanced future.”

“The signing of this contract is a ma-
jor milestone for us as a startup,” said “Be 
My Sense” co-founder and chief technol-
ogy offi  cer Mohamed Ali. “What began as 
a university project has evolved into a solu-
tion with real-world impact, thanks to the 
continuous support and guidance we re-
ceived at the UDST. The hands-on learning 
experience played a crucial role in helping 
us develop our idea and prepare it for the 
next stage.”

UDST signs technology support contract with student-founded startup

The Culture and Arts Section 
at Qatar University (QU)’s 
Student Activities Depart-

ment, in collaboration with the 
Children’s Literature Initiative 
at the Qatari Forum for Authors, 
organised “Comicsthon”, a comic 
story race, under the theme Create 
a Child’s Story, with wide partici-
pation from students across vari-
ous disciplines.

The competition aimed to de-
velop students’ skills in visual 
storytelling and comic produc-
tion, while providing an inter-
active platform that combines 
drawing and writing, enabling 
students to express their ideas 
through innovative creative ap-
proaches.

It also sought to enhance cul-
tural and artistic engagement on 
campus and encourage teamwork 

by forming integrated groups that 
collaborate on developing com-
plete storytelling projects.

The initiative further contrib-
utes to producing distinguished 
artworks to be showcased in a 
dedicated art exhibition and doc-
umented through print and publi-
cation.

Participants also joined a series 
of foundational training work-
shops as part of the programme.

Abdullah al-Mulla, the director 
of QU’s Student Activities De-
partment, noted that Comicsthon 
represents a strong example of the 
high-quality initiatives that help 
identify and empower emerging 
talent, while strengthening stu-
dents’ presence in the cultural 
scene, in line with the university’s 
vision of preparing innovative 
graduates capable of creativity 

and meaningful competition.
Manal al-Kubaisi, the head 

of the Culture and Arts Section, 
said: “The Comicsthon competi-

tion marks an important step in 
fostering student creativity and 
enriching a vibrant, arts-focused 
campus environment. It off ers 

students a meaningful platform 
to express their ideas and talents 
within a structured, competitive 
setting.”

QU holds ‘Comicsthon’ to foster students’ visual, narrative creativity
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