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Arteta tells spluttering Arsenal 
to embrace title pressure
AFP
London

M
ikel Arteta has urged 
spluttering Arsenal 
to embrace the “huge 
privilege” of facing 

Manchester City in a potentially 
decisive showdown in the Premier 
League title race.

Arteta’s side are six points clear 
of second-placed City ahead of 
their blockbuster clash at the Eti-
had Stadium tomorrow.

But City have a game in hand 
on the Gunners and a victory for 
Pep Guardiola’s men would tilt the 
balance of power in their favour 
heading into the final weeks of the 
season.

Adding to the drama of the do-
or-die battle, Arsenal are endur-
ing an untimely loss of form after 
losing three of their last five games 
in all competitions.

They were beaten by City in 
the League Cup final, suffered a 
shock FA Cup quarter-final exit 
at second-tier Southampton and 
slumped to a home league defeat 
against Bournemouth.

The Gunners were well below 
their best once again on Wednes-
day when they edged past Sport-
ing Lisbon, drawing 0-0 to secure 
a 1-0 aggregate victory in the 
Champions League quarter-finals.

But, despite criticism of Ar-
senal’s perceived mental weak-
ness under pressure, Arteta is 
convinced his players have the 
right character to take a huge 
step towards winning the Premier 
League.

“We have earned the right to 
be in this position and to be chal-
lenging, with an opportunity to 
win against arguably the best team 
and best manager this league has 
ever seen,” Arteta told reporters 
yesterday.

“That is a huge privilege. We 
see this as a big opportunity for 
us. Who is more privileged to be in 
this position?

“I don’t know how Pep and Man 
City are feeling, but I feel very 
privileged to have earned the right 
to be in this position to play such a 
big and great game.”

Arsenal are chasing a first Eng-
lish title since 2004 after finishing 
as runners-up for the last three 
seasons.

In 2023 and 2024 they squan-
dered substantial leads that al-

lowed City to pip them to the title.
But Arteta knows that beating 

City this weekend would put Ar-
senal in a virtually unassailable 
position of strength.

“Winning at this stage, then you 
are a bit closer,” he said.

“There are six games to go. Ob-
viously it is a really important one 
for both teams.

“It will incline the balance a lit-
tle bit but winning a game in the 
Premier League is so tough for 
everybody.”

Arteta has challenged Arsenal to 
learn from the pain of their League 
Cup loss to City in a rematch with 
even higher stakes. “The pain we 
felt afterwards, (we need to) to use 
that the right way on Sunday,” he 
said. “To learn from that game and 
the things that we want to change 
for the next one.”

Arteta refused to deny a report 
that a fire was lit at the club’s 

training ground this week in a 
motivational ploy after he told 
his team to play with “pure fire” 
against Sporting.

“Every game we use different 
themes to try and prepare for the 
game in the best possible way and 
that depends on what we do,” he 
said. 

“The best ones are the players’ 
initiative, those are the ones I love 
the most.”

Arsenal have failed to win any 
of their past 10 league games at 
the Etihad Stadium, losing seven 
of those meetings, in a barren run 
stretching back to 2015.

Arteta dismissed suggestions 
that he could tell Arsenal to play 
for a draw to maintain their six-
point lead over City.

“We prepare every game to win, 
that is why we are where we are 
and we are going to continue to do 
the same,” he said.
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If Man City lose it’s over, says Guardiola 
ahead of Arsenal title showdown

Pep Guardiola said an Arsenal victory at Manchester 
City yesterday would end the Premier League title 
race, but that his side would have a lot more work to 
do even if they beat the Gunners.
Mikel Arteta’s men hold a six point lead at the top of 
the table, but City have home advantage and a game 
in hand on the leaders.
Should Guardiola’s side win the battle between the 
top two and at struggling Burnley on Wednesday, 
they would go top for the first time in months.
Aiming to win a first league title in 22 years, Arsenal 
appear to have hit the wall in recent weeks.
Defeat to City in the League Cup final last month 
has sparked a run of just one win in five games in all 
competitions.
However, Guardiola is wary of the challenge facing 
his side in the coming weeks with tricky visits to 
Everton and Bournemouth in the run-in.
“If we lose, yeah, it’s over,” said Guardiola at his pre-
match press conference yesterday.
“But the other two results, knowing that Arsenal 
didn’t win (against) Bournemouth, we still have 
games to play. Six games is a lot, given our calendar 
(run-in) especially.”
Arsenal have also faced the extra strain of edging 
past Sporting Lisbon to reach the Champions League 
semi-finals in midweek, while City have had seven 
days to prepare.

Arteta hailed his players’ effort in becoming the only 
English side to make the final four despite a brutal 
schedule across four competitions.
Guardiola insisted Arsenal have shown themselves 
to be the best team in England until now and warned 
his players about being “distracted” by the focus on 
the title race. “They have been the best so far but we 
want to challenge them,” added Guardiola.
“I said today to the players, ‘it is just a football game’ 
and we have to approach it like a football game. If 
you get distracted by emotions, that is how you lose 
focus.
“What is the target? It is to perform well and that is 
exactly what you have got to do in all the aspects 
required to challenge a team like Arsenal.”
However, City striker Erling Haaland has described 
the clash as “like a final” for the title.
“It’s a massive game without a doubt. We all know the 
importance of this game. It’s like a final,” Haaland told 
Sky Sports.
“It’s probably the biggest and the best game there 
will be, so hopefully it can be an amazing game.
“These are the games you want to play and these are 
the moments you want to be in.”
Guardiola confirmed that Nico O’Reilly, who scored 
both goals in the League Cup final, is fit despite com-
ing off injured in last weekend’s 3-0 win at Chelsea.
Captain Ruben Dias, though, remains sidelined.

Arsenal’s manager Mikel Arteta reacts during the UEFA Champions 
League quarter-final, second-leg match, against Sporting Lisbon at the 
Emirates Stadium in London on Wednesday. (AFP)

Ambassadors of Korea, Japan visit Ali Bin Hamad Al Attiyah Arena ice rink

H
E Ambassador of the Republic of 
Korea to the State of Qatar Yun 
Hyunsoo and HE Ambassador of 
Japan to the State of Qatar Naoto 

Hisajima visited the ice rink at the Ali Bin 
Hamad Al Attiyah Arena, located at Al Sadd 
Sports Club, to review the facilities dedicat-
ed to ice sports.

The recent visit came in response to an in-
vitation from the Qatar Winter Sports Com-
mittee, as part of its ongoing efforts to de-
velop and promote ice sports in the country 
and enhance their presence at both regional 
and international levels.

The ambassadors were received by Has-
san Hissam al-Hebabi, Secretary-General of 
the Committee, who accompanied them on 
a tour of the venue. 

The visit provided an overview of the 
rink’s capabilities, including its modern 
equipment and advanced infrastructure, re-
flecting Qatar’s progress in supporting vari-
ous sports, including winter disciplines.

During the visit, the two ambassadors 
took part in a friendly curling match along-
side members and staff of their respec-

tive diplomatic missions, in an atmosphere 
marked by sportsmanship and reflecting the 
strong relations between their countries and 
Qatar.

The Qatar Winter Sports Committee ex-
changed commemorative gifts with the am-
bassadors in appreciation of their interest in 
ice sports, in the presence of the accompa-
nying delegations, in a gesture that reflects 
mutual respect and cooperation. 

On this occasion, Hassan Hissam al-Heb-
abi expressed his appreciation to the ambas-
sadors for their visit, noting that ice sports 
in Qatar are entering a phase of notable in-
frastructure expansion, which will further 
strengthen their standing and support the 
future development of winter sports in the 
country.

For his part, the Ambassador of the Re-
public of Korea expressed his gratitude for 
the warm welcome, praising the advanced 
standard of the ice rink and its modern fa-
cilities, and noting that it represents a model 
of developed sports infrastructure reflecting 
the comprehensive progress witnessed by 
the sports sector in Qatar.
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Pep Guardiola thinks that his side would have a lot more work to do even if they beat the Gunners.
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