
Qatar Airways fl ights 
remain suspended

Remote working 
extended

MoI bans drone
use until 
further notice

Qatar Airways announced that 
flights will remain temporarily 
suspended as Qatari airspace 
remains closed. In a statement 
posted on X, Qatar Airways 
said that flight operations will 
resume once the Qatar Civil 
Aviation Authority announces 
the safe reopening of Qatari 
airspace. 

By A Staff  Reporter
Doha

Qatar has extended remote 
working arrangements for 
government employees for 
an additional day, the General 
Secretariat of the Council of 
Ministers announced yesterday.
The measure, which will remain 
in eff ect through today, covers 
staff  across all ministries, 
government bodies, and public 
authorities and institutions. It 
builds on a previous directive 
issued by the Secretariat putting 
remote work measures in place, 
and follows what has been an 
evolving situation requiring 
continued precautionary steps.
However, the arrangement does 
not apply universally. Employees 
in the military, security, and 
health sectors, as well as those 
whose roles require them to 
be physically present at their 
workplace, are exempt from the 
measure and are expected to 
report to work as usual.

By A Staff  Reporter
Doha

The Ministry of Interior (MoI) has 
announced an immediate ban 
on the use, operation or launch 
of all unmanned aerial vehicles 
(drones) across the country until 
further notice.
In a press release issued in light 
of the current situation, the 
ministry said the prohibition 
applies to all types, sizes and 
technologies of drones, and 
covers citizens, residents and 
visitors, as well as government 
and semi-government entities, 
companies and institutions.
The ministry warned that any 
use, attempted operation or 
facilitation of such aircraft 
would constitute a violation and 
result in legal accountability 
in accordance with applicable 
legislation. It also urged the 
public to remain indoors, limit 
movement to cases of absolute 
necessity, and strictly follow 
off icial instructions to safeguard 
public safety.
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Prayer times

Fasting times

And certainly, We shall test you 
with something of fear, hunger, 
loss of wealth, lives and fruits, 
but give glad tidings to 
As-Sabirun (the patient). Who, 
when aff licted with calamity, 
say: “Truly! To Allah we belong 
and truly, to Him we shall 
return.” (Qur’an 2: 155-156)

Iftar today ............................ 5.39pm
Imsak tomorrow............... 4.28am

Fajr....4.39;   Zuhr....11.47;  Asr....3.08; 
Maghrib.....5.39;   Isha.....7.09

    RAMADAN THOUGHT

Leaders reach out to 
Amir with support

His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani received a fl urry 

of phone calls from heads of state, 
government leaders, and senior 
international offi  cials yesterday, 
all reaching out to express their 
countries’ unwavering solidarity 
with Qatar following what world 
leaders have widely condemned as 
Iran’s fl agrant and unprovoked ag-
gression against the country. 

The wave of diplomatic out-
reach underscored the breadth of 
international support for Qatar 
and the deep concern among re-
gional and global partners over 
the implications of the attacks for 
peace and stability.

President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan of Türkiye off ered perhaps 
the most emphatic condemnation 
among the leaders who reached 
out. President Erdogan expressed 
his strong condemnation of the 
targeting of Qatari territories and 
those of other Arab nations, mak-
ing clear Türkiye’s fl at-out rejec-
tion of anything that compromis-
es the sovereignty of nations or 
the security of their peoples. 

His Highness the Amir ex-
pressed his gratitude for President 
Erdogan’s solidarity and backing, 
praising the rock solid ties be-
tween the two nations. The call 

concluded with both sides stress-
ing the criticality of de-escalation 
and the intensifi cation of diplo-
matic eff orts to safeguard the re-
gion’s security and stability.

Among those who called was 
President Salva Kiir Mayardit 
of South Sudan, who conveyed 
his country’s full solidarity with 
Qatar and its people. The Amir 
expressed his thanks and appre-
ciation for the president’s stance, 
praising the existing relations be-
tween the two countries.

President Abdelmadjid Teb-
boune of Algeria also reached out, 
inquiring about the situation in 
Qatar following the attacks and 
voicing Algeria’s complete soli-
darity with its Qatari brothers. 
The Amir thanked President Teb-
boune for his sincere sentiments, 
which he said were a refl ection of 
the deep-rooted ties between the 
two nations. To Page 2

Notes of solidarity Notes of solidarity 
from Turkiye, South from Turkiye, South 
Sudan, Algeria, Libya, Sudan, Algeria, Libya, 
Iraq, Cyprus, Sudan, Iraq, Cyprus, Sudan, 
Kazakhstan, Mauritania, Kazakhstan, Mauritania, 
European CommissionEuropean Commission

By A Staff  Reporter
Doha

The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry moved yesterday to 
reassure the public that shelves 
across the country’s retail outlets 
remain well stocked and that 
consumer needs are being met fully 
and on a regular basis, as authorities 
sought to head off  any potential rush 
on goods amid the current situation.
In a post on its off icial X account, 
the ministry urged calm and urged 
residents and citizens alike to resist 
the impulse to stockpile, warning 
that panic buying not only creates 
artificial pressure on supply chains 
but also results in practical harm 
— goods purchased in excess of 

actual need often go unused and 
end up damaged or wasted.
The ministry was candid in its 
advice, calling on consumers 
to approach their shopping 
deliberately and responsibly. It 
recommended that people prepare 
a list of essential items in advance, 
based on their family’s genuine 
needs for a reasonable period, 
and to stick to that list rather than 
making impulsive or random 
purchases driven by anxiety or 
rumour. Diversifying shopping 
outlets was also encouraged, 
with the ministry pointing out 
that spreading purchases across 
diff erent stores and points of sale 
helps ease pressure on any single 
location and ensures that supplies 
remain accessible to all. 

Govt assures ample supplies

Trump expects Iran campaign to last 4 weeks

AFP/Reuters
Washington

US President Donald Trump 
said yesterday he expects 
the military campaign 

against Iran to last approximately 
four weeks, declaring the opera-
tion — which has already claimed 
the lives of 48 Iranian leaders in-
cluding Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei — to be running 
ahead of schedule and deliver-
ing results that he said the world 
could “barely believe.”

“It’s always been a four-week 
process. We fi gured it will take 
four weeks or so — as strong as it 
is, it’s a big country, it’ll take four 
weeks, or less,” Trump told the 
Daily Mail in one of several media 

interviews he gave throughout the 
day from Palm Beach. 

Speaking separately to Fox 
News, he was ebullient about the 
early results: “Nobody can be-
lieve the success we’re having — 
48 leaders are gone in one shot. 
And it’s moving along rapidly.” 
Iran itself confi rmed the death 
of Khamenei, the most signifi -
cant casualty of strikes that were 
launched on Saturday with the 
stated goal of dismantling the re-
gime and destroying its military 
capabilities from the ground up.

Trump continued to paint an 
overwhelmingly optimistic pic-
ture across his various appear-
ances. “We’re doing our job not 
just for us but for the world. And 
everything is ahead of schedule,” 
he told CNBC, adding that “things 

are evolving in a very positive way 
right now.”

On the military front, the 
scale of the offensive expanded 
significantly through the course 
of the day. US Central Command 
(CENTCOM) announced the de-

struction of the Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) 
headquarters, stating bluntly: 
“America has the most powerful 
military on earth, and the IRGC 
no longer has a headquarters.” 
To Page 2

US president claims 48 Iranian leaders 
killed; IRGC HQ destroyed; 9 warships sunk
 Pentagon admits to first US casualties

UAE shuts embassy 
in Iran, pulls staff

The United Arab Emirates has an-

nounced the closure of its embassy 

in Tehran and the withdrawal of its 

ambassador and all diplomatic staff , 

following the “blatant Iranian missile 

attacks” targeting its territory.

The Emirates News Agency (WAM) 

quoted the UAE Ministry of Foreign 

Aff airs as saying that “these hostile 

attacks against civilian sites, includ-

ing residential areas, airports, ports, 

and service facilities, endangered 

innocent civilians in a serious 

and irresponsible escalation and 

constitute a flagrant violation of na-

tional sovereignty, as well as a clear 

breach of international law and the 

Charter of the United Nations”.

The ministry emphasised that 

the decision reflects the UAE’s 

firm stance against any aggres-

sion threatening its security and 

sovereignty. (QNA)

US President Donald Trump (left) and the deceased Iranian Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. (AFP)

Security forces and 
emergency teams 
maintain full guard

By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

The Ministry of Interior said 
yesterday that security forc-
es and emergency teams are 

operating at full readiness across 
the country, deploying consist-
ently to various areas in accordance 
with pre-approved readiness plans 
as the situation on the ground con-
tinues to evolve and demand a sus-
tained operational response.

In a series of updates issued 
throughout the day via offi  cial 
statements and posts on the X 
platform, the ministry confi rmed 
that based on fi eld reports and 
continuous on-the-ground as-
sessments, eight additional in-
juries had been recorded since 
its last update, bringing the total 
number of casualties since the on-
set of the attack to 16. 

The ministry noted that the at-
tacks had also resulted in limited 
material damage across various 
areas of the country, though no 
further details were provided on 
the specifi c locations or the full 
extent of that damage.

In one confi rmed incident, Civil 
Defence teams were dispatched 

to the Industrial Area after falling 
shrapnel from an intercepted mis-
sile triggered a minor fi re in the 
zone. Crews dealt with the blaze 
swiftly and eff ectively, and the 
ministry confi rmed that the inci-
dent did not result in any injuries. 
The response was described as 
part of the broader, coordinated 
activation of approved emergency 
plans that security authorities and 
Civil Defence teams, working in 
close coordination with relevant 
government entities, set in motion 
to safeguard public safety, ensure 
the continuity of essential serv-
ices, and maintain full operational 
readiness to address any further 
emergencies as they arise.

On the matter of early warn-
ing alerts, the ministry was em-
phatic, stressing that alert and 
early warning messages are acti-
vated solely when circumstances 
require additional urgent precau-
tionary measures to protect pub-
lic safety. To Page 2

  Ministry of Interior reports 8 new injuries 
  Minor fire extinguished  in Industrial Area
  Public urged to heed early warning alerts

Qatar Armed Forces  
intercept Iranian  
drones and missiles

The Ministry of Defence yesterday 

announced that, thanks to Allah 

the Almighty, fighter jets of the 

Qatar Armed Forces, alongside 

air defence systems, successfully 

countered aerial attacks involving 

drones and missiles launched by 

Iran toward the state’s airspace.

In a statement, the ministry 

explained that monitoring and 

early warning systems detected the 

targets immediately upon entering 

surveillance range. They were sub-

sequently tracked and intercepted 

in accordance with approved rules 

of engagement, ensuring the pro-

tection of national sovereignty and 

the safety of the country’s skies.

The ministry confirmed that the 

interceptions were carried out 

through an integrated air defence 

system and the full combat 

readiness of the Armed Forces. No 

casualties were recorded, while 

specialised teams have begun com-

pleting assessment and precaution-

ary monitoring procedures.

The statement further emphasised 

that Qatar continues to take all nec-

essary measures to protect its ter-

ritory and airspace, while following 

developments through approved 

off icial channels. (QNA)

HE the Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani participated in the 50th 
extraordinary meeting of the GCC 
Ministerial Council, held yesterday 
via video conference, in the presence 
of the GCC foreign ministers, to 
discuss developments in the Iranian 
aggression against the GCC countries.
At the outset of the meeting, the 
Ministerial Council voiced its 
strongest condemnation of the 
Iranian missile attacks targeting the 
territories of Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE, Kuwait, Bahrain, the Sultanate 

of Oman and Jordan, in flagrant 
violation of their sovereignty. The 
Ministerial Council also aff irmed 
the solidarity of all GCC countries 
in addressing Iranian attacks 
and defending their sovereignty, 
security, and national interests, while 
reserving their right to respond and 
defend themselves in accordance 
with the principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations.
The council stressed that this heinous 
targeting is contrary to the provisions 
of international law, the Charter of 
the United Nations, and the principles 
of good neighbourliness. (QNA)

PM attends extraordinary GCC meeting

HE Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani
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HE the Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani 

received separate phone calls yesterday from 
numerous world leaders, including Norway’s 
Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store, Sudan’s Prime 
Minister Dr Kamil al-Tayeb Idris, Italy’s Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
and International Co-operation Antonio Tajani, 
India’s Minister of External Aff airs Dr Subrah-
manyam Jaishankar, Canada’s Minister of For-
eign Aff airs Anita Anand, and UK Foreign Sec-
retary Yvette Cooper.

HE Sheikh Mohammed also received sepa-
rate phone calls from the Netherlands’ Minis-
ter of Foreign Aff airs David van Weel, Malta’s 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs and Tourism Ian Borg, Cyprus’s Minis-
ter of Foreign Aff airs Dr Constantinos Kombos, 
Croatia’s Minister of Foreign and European Af-
fairs Gordan Grlic Radman, and Uzbekistan’s 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs Bakhtiyor Saidov.

The phone calls went over the developments 
in the region and its impacts on regional and glo-
bal security and stability, as well as avenues for 
resolving all disputes through peaceful means.

HE Sheikh Mohammed underscored, dur-
ing the phone calls, that the targeting of Qatari 
soil by Iranian ballistic missiles is a breach of its 
national sovereignty, is a poor refl ection of the 
principles of neighbourliness, and cannot be 
accepted under any pretext.

He stressed that Qatar has always been com-
mitted to desisting itself from regional confl icts 
and sought to facilitate dialogue between the 
Iranian side and the international community.

HE Sheikh Mohammed stressed the impor-
tance of the immediate cessation of any esca-
latory acts, returning to the negotiating table, 
prioritising the language of judiciousness and 
reason, and working to contain the crisis in a 
way that protects the region’s security.

The ministers expressed their countries’ 
condemnation of the Iranian attack on Qatari 
soil, stressing that the assault represents a fl a-
grant violation of Qatar’s sovereignty, its air-
space, as well as international law and the UN 
Charter. – QNA

International leaders voice support 
for Qatar in telephone calls to PM

HE the Minister of State for Foreign Aff airs 
Sultan bin Saad al-Muraikhi received tel-
ephone calls yesterday from various lead-

ers, including Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) 
Secretary-General Jasem Mohamed Albudawi 
and Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Foreign Aff airs Mohammad Ishaq Dar.

HE al-Muraikhi also received phone calls 
from Hungary’s Minister of Foreign Aff airs and 

Trade Peter Szijjarto, Armenia’s Deputy Minis-
ter of Foreign Aff airs Vahan Kostanyan, Syria’s 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs and Expatriates 
Asaad al-Shibani, Cyprus’s Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs Dr Constantinos Kombos, Bulgaria’s 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs Nadezhda Neynski, 
and North Macedonia’s Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Timcho Mucunski.

The calls dealt with discussing developments 

of the military escalation in the region and its 
serious repercussions on regional and interna-
tional security and stability, as well as ways to 
resolve all disputes by peaceful means.

The leaders expressed their condemnation 
of the Iranian missile attack on Qatari territory, 
considering it a fl agrant violation of Qatar’s 
sovereignty, its airspace, international law, and 
the UN Charter. – QNA

Al-Muraikhi receives phone calls from ministers

The Gulf Co-operation 
Council (GCC) has ex-
pressed its strongest con-

demnation and denunciation 
of the Iranian attacks targeting 
Oman’s Duqm commercial port 
and an oil tanker off  its coast.

GCC Secretary-General Jasem 
Mohamed Albudaiwi said in a 
statement yesterday that these as-
saults constitute a fl agrant viola-
tion of Oman’s sovereignty and a 
dangerous escalation that under-
mines regional security and sta-
bility, while threatening the safety 
of maritime navigation and global 
energy supplies.

He said that the military opera-
tions launched by Iran against GCC 
states refl ect its intentions toward 
the GCC and the region at large.

He noted that the GCC states 
had previously conveyed as-
surances to the Iranian regime, 
through various meetings and 
occasions, that they would not 
permit the use of their territories 
or airspace for any military opera-
tions against Iran.

Iran’s targeting of civilian fa-
cilities constitutes a major breach 
of international law, the United 
Nations Charter, and the princi-
ples of good neighbourliness, he 
added.

Albudaiwi underscored the 
GCC’s full solidarity and uni-
fi ed stance alongside Oman in all 
measures it takes to protect its 
sovereignty and safeguard its se-
curity and stability.

He reiterated the GCC’s rejec-
tion of all forms of aggression tar-
geting the security of its member 
states. – QNA

GCC slams 
Iran’s attack 
on Oman

In line with its “Good Starts 
with You” campaign and with 
the support of donors, Qatar 

Charity (QC) distributed 3,000 
relief food baskets to Yemeni and 
Somali refugees in Djibouti on the 
occasion of the holy month of Ra-
madan.

The initiative is in response to 
the diffi  cult humanitarian condi-
tions experienced by thousands of 
refugees in Djibouti due to con-
fl icts and crises that forced them to 
fl ee their home countries.

Many of them rely on humani-
tarian aid to secure their daily sus-
tenance, and the burden doubles 
during Ramadan due to rising liv-
ing costs and the diffi  culty of ob-
taining food supplies.

The distributed baskets con-
tained essential food items suf-
fi cient for a family throughout the 

month, helping them observe the 
fast with dignity and providing a 
measure of food security during 
this important period.

The director of Qatar Charity’s 
offi  ce in Djibouti, Ghada Ezzedine, 
affi  rmed that supporting refugees 
during Ramadan is a humanitarian 
and moral duty.

She stressed the importance of 
joint eff orts by charitable organi-
sations and donors to ensure the 
continuity of assistance, consider-
ing growing needs.

Ezzedine also lauded co-oper-
ation and co-ordination with the 
authorities concerned with refu-
gee aff airs in Djibouti.

These include the National 
Agency for Refugee Aff airs, as well 
as the relevant government bod-
ies and the ministry of interior, for 
their pivotal role in organising the 

distribution process and ensuring 
the aid reaches those most in need 
with transparency and fairness.

Hussein Shardi, the deputy di-
rector of the Djibouti’s National 

Agency for Refugee Aff airs, said 
that the Ramadan food basket rep-
resents highly signifi cant support 
for refugees amid their diffi  cult 
economic conditions.

QC distributes 3,000 Ramadan food baskets to refugees in Djibouti

The Arab League has strongly 
condemned Iran’s targeting 
of Oman’s Duqm Commer-

cial Port as well as an oil tanker off  
the coast of Oman, with missiles.

Arab League Secretary-General 
Ahmed Aboul Gheit said in a state-
ment that Oman is a country that 

has made and continues to make 
signifi cant, serious, and widely 
recognised mediation eff orts for a 
peaceful solution to be reached be-
tween Iran and the United States.

He also reiterated his condem-
nation of Iranian assaults and at-
tacks targeting civilian facilities 

in Arab Gulf countries, deeming 
them an unacceptable violation 
of sovereignty and a breach of in-
ternational law and international 
humanitarian law, for targeting 
civilian objects and endangering 
civilian lives.

Aboul Gheit warned of the re-

percussions of Iran’s military deci-
sions on the security of individuals 
and facilities, as well as on mari-
time navigation and energy sup-
plies in the region.

He said that the launch of a large 
number of missiles and drones 
against civilian facilities in several 

Arab countries is totally unaccept-
able, and cannot be justifi ed under 
any pretext.

Aboul Gheit also reaffi  rmed full 
solidarity with all concerned Arab 
states in any measures they take to 
safeguard their sovereignty, secu-
rity, and stability. – QNA

Arab League condemns Iran’s targeting of Oman’s Duqm Port, oil tanker

Kuwait’s ministry of health reported yesterday 
that one fatality and 32 injuries (all foreign na-
tionalities) were recorded at Al Adan Hospital 

in the wake of the Iranian attacks.
Ministry spokesperson Dr Abdullah al-Sanad said 

that 15 cases had been admitted to Jaber Hospital to 
complete specialised medical care, with follow-up on 
the remaining cases at Al Adan Hospital, where fi ve 
cases had been admitted to the operations chamber 
for essential surgical interventions.

On Saturday, the health ministry announced that hos-
pitals across the nation received 12 cases of injuries.

Earlier, Kuwait’s defence ministry reported that 97 
ballistic missiles and 283 drones have been engaged 
since the start of the Iranian aggression.

Ministry spokesperson Colonel Saud al-Atwan 
stated that the eff ective interception of the missiles 
and drones resulted in some debris falling on several 
facilities in various parts of the country, causing mi-
nor material damage. – QNA

Kuwait reports one fatality, 32 injuries

The Iranian aggression tar-
geted the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel in Manama, causing 

material damage without fatali-
ties, Bahrain’s interior ministry 
reported in a statement.

Earlier, the Bahraini National 
Communication Centre said the 
missile air defence systems in-
tercepted a new fl urry of Iranian 

ballistic missiles and drones that 
targeted the nation, successfully 
taking them out and engaging 
them with high effi  ciency.

Meanwhile, a senior civil avia-
tion offi  cial confi rmed that Bah-
rain International Airport was tar-
geted in a drone attack yesterday, 
causing minor material damage.

The Bahraini News Agency re-

ported, quoting the same source, 
that the relevant authorities had 
previously activated approved 
emergency plans and taken all nec-
essary precautionary measures, 
including evacuating the passen-
ger terminal before the attack, as a 
proactive step aimed at protecting 
passengers and staff  and minimis-
ing any potential risks. – QNA

Hotel in Manama damaged, no fatalities

This handout photo provided by the Kuwaiti news agency KUNA yesteray shows Kuwaiti Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad al-Abdullah al-Sabah (centre) visiting the international airport after it was hit by a reported Iranian 
strike in Kuwait City. – AFP

From Page 1

It called on everyone to adhere 
to these alerts the moment they 
are issued and to comply fully 
and immediately with any in-
structions they contain, describ-
ing such compliance as vital to 
protecting both lives and prop-
erty.

The ministry also issued a clear 
and repeated call for members of 
the public to remain indoors and 
to limit movement strictly to cas-
es of absolute necessity, warning 
against venturing out unneces-
sarily while operations are ongo-
ing. 

Residents and citizens were 
urged in the strongest terms to 
keep roads and access routes 
clear at all times, refraining from 
congregating at assembly points 
or travelling to incident scenes, 
so that ambulance vehicles, Civil 
Defence units, and security pa-
trols can carry out their duties 
without delay or obstruction.

The public was also reminded 
to report any suspicious objects 
or unidentified debris immedi-
ately by calling 999, and to never 
approach such items under any 
circumstances. 

The ministry additionally 
warned against the spread of ru-

mours and cautioned that circu-
lating images or videos depicting 
the aftermath of incidents could 
expose individuals to legal liabil-
ity.

Official sources, it stressed, 
remain the only reliable channel 
for accurate and verified infor-
mation.

Specialised teams, the ministry 
concluded, remain fully deployed 
around the clock in co-ordina-
tion with all relevant authorities, 
committed to ensuring a rapid 
and effective response to any de-
velopments and to safeguarding 
the safety and wellbeing of the 
entire community.

From Page 1

Both sides used the call to stress the need to pri-
oritise dialogue and diplomacy as the primary means 
of resolving the current crisis, underlining the im-
portance of sparing the region further escalation and 
preserving security and stability at both regional and 
international levels.

Mohamed al-Menfi , chairman of Libya’s Presiden-
tial Council, similarly called to express his country’s 
full solidarity and support for Qatar, affi  rming Libya’s 
backing of all measures taken to safeguard Qatar’s 
sovereignty, security, and stability.

His Highness the Amir expressed his gratitude in 
turn, praising the deep fraternal relations binding the 
two countries.

In a separate call, Libyan Prime Minister Abdul Ha-
mid Dbeibah reaffi  rmed Libya’s solidarity and his per-
sonal reassurance regarding the situation in Qatar.

Iraq’s President Abdul Latif Jamal Rashid expressed 
his country’s solidarity with Qatar following the Ira-
nian aggression, also seeking direct reassurance re-
garding the situation on the ground.

Cyprus’s President Nikos Christodoulides off ered 
his country’s solidarity and issued a clear condemna-
tion of what he called Iran’s blatant aggression against 

Qatar, affi  rming Nicosia’s support for all measures 
taken by Doha to safeguard its sovereignty and stabil-
ity.

European Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen called to seek reassurance about the situation in 
Qatar, affi  rming the European Union’s solidarity with 
Qatar and its condemnation of Iranian aggression.

She reiterated the EU’s support for all eff orts aimed 
at strengthening Qatar’s security and sovereignty, 
while stressing the importance of restraint and de-
escalation in preserving regional peace.

Kazakhstan’s President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 
conveyed his country’s solidarity with Qatar.

Lieutenant-General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, chair-
man of Sudan’s Transitional Sovereignty Council, ex-
pressed Sudan’s full solidarity and support for Qatar 
in the aftermath of the attacks.

His Highness the Amir thanked al-Burhan and took 
the opportunity to emphasise the critical importance 
of Sudan’s own security and stability to the broader 
regional equilibrium.

Mauritania’s President Mohamed Ould Cheikh 
el-Ghazouani emphasised Mauritania’s solidarity 
and full support for Qatar, stressing that Mauritania 
stands by Qatar in all the measures it may take to pre-
serve its sovereignty, security, and stability. – QNA

From Page 1

B-2 stealth bombers were deployed directly from 
the US to strike hardened underground Iranian missile 
facilities using 2,000-pound bombs, while Iran’s na-
val infrastructure sustained devastating blows.

Trump announced on social media that nine Iranian 
warships had been destroyed and that the US military 
was actively hunting down the remainder of the fl eet.

Iran’s naval headquarters was also largely destroyed 
in the strikes.

“They will soon be fl oating at the bottom of the 
sea,” Trump said of the remaining vessels, adding with 
characteristic sardonic wit: “Other than that, their 
Navy is doing very well.”

CENTCOM also confi rmed the sinking of an Iranian 
warship docked in the Gulf of Oman.

The off ensive has not been without cost to the US.
The Pentagon announced yesterday the fi rst Amer-

ican military casualties of the war – three service 
members killed, fi ve seriously wounded, and several 
others sustaining lighter injuries.

Security forces, emergency teams maintain full guard

Broad support for Qatar as leaders call up Amir

Trump expects Iran campaign to last four weeks
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‘Ubaadah ibn As-
Saamit, may Al-
lah be pleased with 

him, reported that he heard 
the Messenger of Allah, sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, say: 
“Whenever a Muslim suppli-
cates to Allah, He accepts his 
supplication, or averts any af-
fl iction from him, or saves its 
equivalent in reward for him 
until the Day of Account – as 
long as he does not supplicate 
for something that is sinful or 
something that may break the 
ties of kinship.” [At-Tirmithi] 

Jaabir, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said: “Some of the 
residents of Koofah com-
plained to (the Caliph) ‘Umar, 
may Allah be pleased with him, 
about (his governor of Iraq) 
Sa’d, may Allah be pleased 
with him, claiming that he did 
not know how to lead his peo-
ple in prayer properly.

“In response to this, Sa’d, 
may Allah be pleased with 
him, said: ‘I pray in the exact 
manner I saw the Prophet, sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, pray. 
I make the fi rst two Rak’ahs 
longer than the last two in the 
‘Isha’ prayer’.

“Upon hearing this, ‘Umar 
said: ‘This is what I thought 
your practice would be.’

“After that ‘Umar sent some 
people to Koofah to inquire 
about the situation.

“Whenever they entered a 
mosque and asked the congre-
gation there, they would praise 
Sa’d.

“When they reached a 
mosque where the 
tribe of Banu 
‘Abs lived, one 
man said: 
‘As you have 
asked us 
about Sa’d, 
we will tell 
you the truth: 
he is unfair 
when judging 
between peo-
ple and does not justly 
distribute (war booty) and 
never participates in battles.’

“Upon hearing this, Sa’d 
supplicated to Allah saying: 
‘O Allah! If this man is lying, 
make him go blind, make him 
live to an old age and expose 
him to temptations.’

“Some Muslims later nar-
rated that: ‘Indeed we saw this 
man running after young girls 
in the streets, harassing them. 
He would say: ‘Indeed the 
supplication of Sa’d against 
me has been realised.’” 

Ibn al-Munkadir, may Al-
lah be pleased with him, said: 
“Once, I was sitting in the 
mosque next to the pulpit sup-
plicating in the middle of the 
night.

“There was a man stand-
ing next to one of the pillars 
of the mosque covering his 
face with a mask. I overheard 
him saying whilst supplicat-
ing: ‘O my Lord! Drought has 
severely aff ected Your slaves, 
and I adjure You to bring down 
rain upon us!’ It was not but a 
short while that a cloud came 
with rain.”

Ibn al-Munkadir was keen 
to know all the righteous peo-
ple and thus decided to try to 
fi nd out who this man was.

He said: “I said to myself: 
‘There is a pious man in the 
city who I do not know’, so 
when he concluded his prayer, 
I followed him until he reached 
the house of Anas, and entered 
it.

“I went back, and after I 
prayed the Fajr prayer I went to 
his house and knocked his door.

“When he opened the door, 
I asked him: ‘I overheard you 
last night supplicating and I 
saw what resulted from your 
supplication. Would you allow 
me to provide your sustenance 
so that you can concentrate on 
your worship?’

“He replied: ‘No, but I have 
a favour to ask of you. Please 
do not mention what you saw 
to anyone until I die, and do 
not come back again, because 
people would notice and my 
matter would become publicly 
known’.

“I said to him: ‘But where 
can I meet you?’ He replied: 
‘In the mosque.’”

Ibn al-Munkadir never 
mentioned what he saw to an-
yone until the man died.

Ibn Wahb, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said: “I was 
told that the man moved out 
of the house he was living in to 
another location which no one 
knew about, so the owners of 
the house from whom he was 
renting the house said: ‘May 
Allah forgive Ibn al-Munkadir 
who forced this righteous man 
to leave our house.’”

‘Abbaas Ad-Doori, may Al-
lah be pleased with him, re-
ported that ‘Ali ibn Abu Fazaa-
rah, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said: “My mother was 
handicapped for 20 years. One 
day she said to me: ‘Go to Ah-
mad ibn Hanbal and request 
him to supplicate for me to be 
cured.’

“I went to him, may Al-
lah have mercy upon him, and 

knocked on his door, 
so he asked me 

what my need 
was.

“I told 
him that my 
mother was 

r e q u e s t i n g 
that he suppli-
cates for her to 
be cured.
“He replied 

in an angry tone: ‘I am 
in greater need for someone 
to supplicate for me.’ As I was 
about to head back home, an 
old lady came out and said: 
‘He started supplicating for 
your mother after you had 
left.’ When I reached home, 
my mother was at my recep-
tion (i.e., Allah had cured 
her).”

Sulaym ibn ‘Aamir, may Al-
lah be pleased with him, stat-
ed: “I entered upon Al-Jarraah 
(before a battle) and he raised 
his hands up and started sup-
plicating, and the leaders of 
the army did likewise, so I did 
the same.

“He supplicated for a long 
time, and then said to me: ‘Do 
you know what we were do-
ing?’ I said: ‘No, but I saw you 
supplicating earnestly, so I 
raised my hands with you.’

“He then said: ‘We were 
supplicating to Allah to grant 
us martyrdom.’”

Sulaym ibn ‘Aamir, may Al-
lah be pleased with him, then 
said: “I swear by Allah that 
every single one of them was 
martyred during this battle.”

Bilaal ibn Ka’b, may Allah 
be pleased with him, reported 
that some young men said to 
Abu Muslim al-Khawlaani, 
may Allah be pleased with him: 
“Supplicate to Allah to enable 
us to catch this antelope.”

He, may Allah be pleased 
with him, supplicated to Allah 
and they were able to catch it 
immediately.

Article source: http://www.
islamweb.net/emainpage/

Supplication of our 
pious predecessors

The National Human Rights Committee 
(NHRC) has condemned the Iranian mili-
tary attacks that targeted Qatar, stressing 

that these attacks constitute a clear violation of 
the United Nations Charter, a blatant challenge 
to the rules of public international law, and a 
breach of the principles of respect for state sov-
ereignty.

In a press statement, the NHRC expressed 
its condemnation of Iranian aggression tar-
geting the country’s territory and the result-
ing repercussions affecting civilians, causing 
fear and threatening their safety as well as the 

safety of civilian facilities and infrastructure, 
due to the fall of missiles or shrapnel in resi-
dential areas.

It pointed out that these attacks represent a 
clear violation of international human rights 
law, foremost among them the right to life, the 
right to psychological and physical integrity, the 
right to freedom of movement, personal secu-
rity, and other rights that were endangered as a 
result of the Iranian military attacks.

The NHRC commended the swift response 
and immediate measures taken by the Minis-
try of Interior and other competent authorities, 

which contributed to safeguarding the lives of 
citizens, residents, and visitors and ensuring 
their safety.

It called on citizens, residents, and visitors 
to adhere to the instructions issued by the rel-
evant authorities in order to strengthen meas-
ures protecting the right to life and the right to 
health.

The NHRC said that it will keep this matter 
under review, and will continue to monitor and 
document the eff ects and violations resulting 
from these attacks, in preparation for issuing a 
detailed and comprehensive report. – QNA

NHRC documenting Iranian 
violations against Qatar

A total of 46 teams of high 
school students from Qatar, 
the US, Saudi Arabia, Paki-

stan, Jordan, and Bahrain took part 
in the latest instalment of Weill 
Cornell Medicine – Qatar (QCM-
Q)’s annual High School Research 
Competition. 

The event brought 165 high 
school students from 26 high 
schools in Qatar to the college to 
present research posters to an au-
dience of their peers and a panel of 
WCM-Q judges.

A further 12 teams from the in-
ternational schools presented their 
research posters to the judging 
panel via an Internet link.

The contest, organised by the 
WCM-Q’s Offi  ce of Student Out-
reach and Educational Develop-
ment, is designed to give high 
school students opportunities to 
employ scientifi c research meth-
ods and enhance their presenta-
tion skills, while simultaneously 
inspiring them to explore careers 
in medicine and research.

The suggested themes of the re-
search posters were based on the 
United Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals 2030 and their appli-
cation in Qatar, with topics includ-
ing health and wellbeing, water and 
sanitation, sustainable cities and 
communities, and responsible con-
sumption and production.

Each team comprised up to fi ve 
students from grades 10-12, with 
each school represented by up to 
four teams.

Led by a science and math 
teacher from their school, the 
teams chose topics, conducted 
research, and created posters to 
present to the panel.

The competition is part of the 
WCM-Q’s Doctors of the Future 
Conference, a gathering of educa-

tional leaders and future medical 
professionals scheduled for April 
10-11.

The top teams will have the op-
portunity to present their projects 
at the conference, and one of the 
top three fi nalist teams will receive 
the Doctors of the Future Confer-
ence award.

Dr Rachid Bendriss, the associ-
ate dean for foundation, student 
outreach and educational devel-
opment programmes, said: “The 
High School Research Competition 
gives students excellent opportu-
nities to engage with the scientifi c 
method while also discovering the 
many career paths that can be ac-
cessed by studying medicine at an 
elite medical college.”

“We were very impressed by the 
quality of the posters, the con-
fi dence with which the students 
presented their work, and the level 
of interest in medicine, healthcare 
and research demonstrated by the 
students,” he said. 

Noha Saleh, director of pre-
medical administration, student 
outreach and educational devel-
opment, said: “We are very pleased 
that so many students took part 
and showed such aptitude for 
conducting their own research 
projects.”

“We are confi dent that the event 
has provided great encouragement 
for students who wish to pursue 
studies and careers in the sci-
ences, and we hope many of those 
who took part will one day apply to 
study medicine at the WCM-Q,” 
Saleh added.

46 teams compete in WCM-Q’s global research contest

A painting by the artist Hassan 
Boujassoum appears as a win-
dow open to a time when hous-

es faced each other, and hearts did too.
The work evokes a complete way of 

life, where the courtyard was a shared 
space, and the street a natural exten-
sion of the home.

The work belongs to the genre of 
documentary realism, with an ex-
pressive touch in the simplifi cation of 
forms and their defi nition with clear 
lines.

The colours are vibrant but not gar-
ish, dominated by the warmth of the 
sand and earth, contrasted with the 
coolness and the blue of the sky, creat-
ing a comfortable visual balance.

The light is diff used and relatively 
fl at, without harsh shadows.

The composition allows the eye to 
wander among the details as if walking 
through the neighbourhood.

Qatari Portrait: Neighbourhood memory

A painting by Hassan Boujassoum.

In olden times in Qatar, the “water fountain” 
was one of the most visible manifestations of 
public charity.

A water jug is placed at the door of a house, near 
a mosque, or at the edge of the market.

There is no sign bearing the donor’s name, no 
photographs, no advertisements.

Just cool water in the summer heat, for passers-
by, strangers, and residents of the neighbourhood 
to drink.

In a desert society, water was not a small detail; 
it was life itself.

Despite limited resources, charity was part of the 
daily rhythm.

Whoever slaughtered an animal would send a 
portion to their neighbour.

Whoever returned from a journey would share 
what they brought back.

And, during Ramadan, this spirit strengthens.
Exchanging dishes formed an unwritten network 

of solidarity; a house with limited food never went 
without.

Society has evolved, and cities have changed, but 
the idea has not disappeared.

Today, the “water fountain” is no longer just a jug 
at the door, but water coolers distributed along the 

streets, and initiatives to provide water for workers 
at construction sites.

Aid is no longer confi ned to the neighbourhood; 
it now extends through charitable organisations 
and community groups, reaching thousands of 
families.

During Ramadan, this is particularly evident in 
the Iftar (Arabic for breaking the fast) meals pre-
pared for the poor and travellers.

Tents are erected near mosques or in public 
squares, meals are distributed daily, and volunteers 
line up minutes before the call to Maghrib prayer.

The scene is modern in form but ancient in spirit.
Remarkably, acts of kindness are no longer the 

sole domain of adults or the wealthy.
Students participate in organising the meals, 

families collect small donations to prepare them, 
and children learn from a young age that giving is 
part of the holy month’s identity.

The methods have changed, and the number of 
benefi ciaries has expanded, but the motivation re-
mains the same: a feeling that giving to charity is a 
collective responsibility.

The story here is about a single thread connect-
ing an unplanned past with an organised present, 
from a hand fi lling a water jug at the door of a mud 
house to a hand placing a meal in a disposable dish 
under a large tent.

The forms change, but the humane value remains 
constant, making others feel they are not forgotten.

Chronicle of enduring goodness: A tale from a bygone era
By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

A file photo showing a large water jar, and volunteers distributing meals.
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Mixed emotions grip Iranians
after death of Khamenei
AFP
Paris

Iranians were experiencing a 
mix of shock, grief and joy af-
ter the death of supreme leader 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei as Israeli 
and US strikes extended into a 
second day yesterday.

The attacks unleashed on Sat-
urday killed Khamenei and top 
military leaders and prompted 
Iranian authorities to retaliate 
with strikes on Israel and across 
the Gulf.

At the fi rst reports of Khame-
nei’s death, many Iranians erupted 
into cheers from apartment build-
ings in the capital Tehran while 
others blared car horns and blast-
ed music in the streets.

“We are on the road and cel-
ebrating the news,” said a woman 
in her 40s who had left the capital 
and headed west as strikes contin-
ued to pound Tehran.

In a refl ection of the continued 
sense of wariness from Iranians 
about speaking freely of their rul-
ers, none of the people AFP inter-
viewed were willing to give their 
full name.

“Last night... people in all 
neighbourhoods shouted for joy 
and took to the streets. This joy 
was while we were in the middle of 
a missile war,” a Tehran resident in 
her 30s said.

She said Khamenei’s hands 
were stained with blood, and re-
called that Iranian security forces 
crushed mass protests in January.

“We all realised that there is no 
way, absolutely no way, to reform 
this regime except through foreign 
intervention,” she said.

“They have taken the Iranian 

people hostage.” Others were 
stunned into silence.

“I am in shock. I cannot believe 
what happened,” said a Tehran 
resident in his 30s.

Khamenei, who had fi nal say on 
all state matters, had been Iran’s 
supreme leader for nearly four 
decades. Around 5:00 am yester-
day, Iranian state TV announced 
Khamenei’s death, saying he had 
“fulfi lled his lifelong dream” of 
martyrdom.

Within hours, Iranian mourn-
ers dressed in black took to the 
streets in Tehran’s central Enghe-
lab Square.

Some were angry while others 
wept.

The grieving crowds chanted 
“Death to America” and “Death to 
Israel” and demanded revenge as 

they carried portraits of Khame-
nei, religious banners and the Ira-
nian fl ag.

Similar gatherings took place in 
the southern city of Shiraz, Yazd 
and Isfahan in central Iran, Tabriz 
in the northwest and elsewhere, 
according to images broadcast on 
state TV.

Iran announced a 40-day 
mourning period and seven days 
of public holidays.

As dawn broke, large areas of 
the usually busy capital were de-
serted and shops remained shut-
tered.

There were security check-
points and police patrolled the 
streets in numbers that appeared 
larger than during last year’s 12-
day war.

The street lights were switched 

off  on Tehran’s main roads last 
night, and apartments appeared 
dark, suggesting many people had 
left the capital.

In northern Tehran, usually 
lively cafes and restaurants were 
closed. 

An AFP journalist at the north-
ern Islam Qala border crossing 
saw the Iranian fl ag completely 
lowered, and a black fl ag raised.

The journalist said the crossing 
was open and people and trucks 
were passing through normally.

An Iranian cargo driver said he 
could not see things turning out 
well and had been “really wor-
ried” since he heard of Khamenei’s 
death.

“The situation right now in 
our country is not good,” said the 
driver, who requested anonymity 

People react as they gather at the Enghelab Square, after Iran’s 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was killed on Saturday, in 
Tehran, yesterday.

Women react as people gather at the Enghelab Square, after Iran’s 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was killed in Tehran.People mourn the death of Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who was killed in joint US and Israeli 

strikes, at a square in Tehran, yesterday.
for security reasons. “I don’t know 
what will happen in the future, but 
it’s not a good future for us Irani-
ans,” he said.

“The Americans have destroyed 
everywhere they’ve gone in the 
world,” he said, accusing them of 
wanting to take over Iran’s energy 
and mineral resources.

US President Donald Trump 
threatened yesterday to unleash 
“force that has never been seen 
before” and urged Iran’s people to 
rise up and seize power.

Iran’s leadership has remained 
defi ant.

President Masoud Pezeshkian 
described Khamenei’s assassi-
nation as a “declaration of war” 
against Muslims.

Top security chief Ali Larijani 
announced transition plans and 
warned Iran would hit Israel and 

the US with a force “they have 
never experienced”. Umut, a direc-
tor of a mining company, spoke to 
AFP after travelling overnight and 
passing through the Razi-Kapikoy 
border crossing into northeastern 
Turkiye.

The 45-year-old Iranian had 
been in Tehran as news of Khame-
nei’s death began fi ltering through.

Although video footage showed 
some residents of Tehran celebrat-
ing on their balconies and at their 
windows, Umut said “there were 
no protests on the streets”, just a 
rush on fuel stations.

Umut said he was only planning 
to go home when the situation 
had died down, “if the streets are 
safe and there are no explosions at 
night”.

He did not expect Khamenei’s 
death to usher in a transformation.

Israel strikes Tehran again; 
leadership council takes over
Reuters
Jerusalem/Tel Aviv/Dubai

Israel launched a new wave of strikes 
on Tehran yesterday and Iran re-
sponded with more missile barrages, 

a day after the killing of Supreme Leader 
Ali  Khamenei pitched the Middle East 
and the global economy into deepening 
uncertainty.

US and Israeli strikes — and Iranian 
retaliation — sent shockwaves through 
sectors from shipping to air  travel to oil, 
amid warnings of rising energy costs 
and  disruption to business in the Gulf, a 
strategic waterway and global trade hub.

US President Donald Trump has said 
the attack was intended to ensure Iran 
 could not have a nuclear weapon, to 
contain its missile programme and to 
eliminate  threats to the United States 
and its allies.

In an interview with the Atlantic 
 magazine yesterday, Trump, who has 
encouraged the Iranian people to topple 
their government, said Iran’s leadership 
wanted to talk to him and he had agreed.

But he has yet to lay out his longer-
term aims in Iran, which faces a power 
vacuum that could leave it in chaos, with 
unforeseeable consequences for the re-
gion.

As the fi rst US casualties were report-
ed, and with the vital Strait of Hormuz 
closed and the glittering Gulf cities of 
Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Doha under bom-
bardment, the scale of the risk taken by 
Trump in launching the attack was be-
coming clearer.

Only around one in four Americans 
approve of the operation, according to a 
Reuters/Ipsos poll yesterday, and if Hor-
muz, which is the passage for about 20% 
of world oil supplies, remains closed for 
more than a few days, squeezed US con-
sumers will start to feel the pressure on 
prices at the pumps, months before vital 
midterm elections.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said yes-
terday they had hit three US and UK oil 
tankers in the Gulf, and shipping data 
showed hundreds of vessels including 
oil and  gas tankers dropping anchor in 
nearby waters with traders expecting 
sharp jumps in crude oil prices today.

In Iran, facing its biggest existential 
challenge since the 1980-88 war with 
Iraq, President Masoud Pezeshkian said 
 a leadership council composed of him-
self, the judiciary head and a member 

of the powerful Guardians Council had  
temporarily assumed the duties of Su-
preme Leader.

Oman’s foreign ministry said Iranian 
Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi had in-
dicated that Tehran was open to any se-
rious eff orts at  de-escalation.

But it remained unclear what the 
longer-term prospects were for Iran to 
rebuild its leadership and replace the 
86-year-old Khamenei, who had held 
power since the death of the founder of 
the Islamic Republic, Ayatollah Ruhol-

lah Khomeini in 1989. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin denounced Khamenei’s 
death as a cynical murder and China’s 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi described it as 
“blatant killing”.

Israel, which has pressed successive 
US administrations to to take action 
against Iran, claimed responsibility for 
killing Khamenei, in what it said was a 
“precise, large-scale operation” guided 
by intelligence, while he was in his cen-
tral leadership compound in the heart of 
Tehran.

It said it aimed to dominate the skies 
over Tehran, giving no sign of planning 
an end to the biggest aerial operation in 
its history, involving hundreds of fi ghter 
jets.

“We have the capabilities and the 
targets to keep going on for as long as 
necessary,” Israeli military spokesper-
son Lieutenant Colonel Nadav Shoshani 
said.

Trump warned that the US would hit 
Iran “with a force that has never been 
seen before” if it struck back.

But as Iran fi red renewed missile bar-
rages across the region, Israel’s ambu-
lance service said nine people were killed 
in the town of Beit Shemesh, the United 

Arab Emirates said Iranian attacks killed 
three  people and Kuwait reported one 
dead.

Three US service personnel were also 
 killed and fi ve seriously wounded, the 
fi rst American casualties of the opera-
tion, the US. military said.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said they 
had hit three US and UK “violating” oil 
tankers with missiles in the Gulf and 
Strait of Hormuz and also attacked mili-
tary bases in Kuwait and Bahrain and the 
region with drone and missiles.

Trump said on social media the US 
military had destroyed nine Iranian war-
ships so far and was “going after the 
rest.”

Khamenei, who built Iran into a pow-
erful anti-US force and spread its sway 
across the Middle East during his 36-
year rule, was working in his offi  ce at the 
time of Saturday’s attack, state media 
said. The raid also killed his daughter, 
grandchild, daughter-in-law and son-
in-law.

Two US sources and a US offi  cial fa-
miliar with the matter said Israel and 
the US timed their attack on Saturday to 
coincide with a meeting Khamenei was 
holding with top aides.

A smoke plume rises following a missile strike on a building in Tehran, yesterday.

People look at smoke rising from the port of Jebel Ali after a reported Iranian strike 
in Dubai, yesterday.
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Thousands stranded 
as Iran conflict 
shuts Mideast hubs
AFP
Dubai

The biggest disruption to 
global air transport since 
the Covid pandemic snarled 

travel for a second day yesterday, 
with thousands of fl ights aff ected 
and busy Gulf hubs including Du-
bai and others shuttered as Iran 
lashed out after US-Israeli strikes.

Passengers were stranded 
around the world as airlines 
sought to reroute around the Mid-
dle East, where most countries 
had slammed their airspace shut 

as Iran launched retaliatory strikes 
on the glittering Gulf cities.

Tehran hit both the Dubai In-
ternational Airport — the world’s 
busiest for international traffi  c — 
and Kuwait’s main airport during 
its retaliation one day earlier.

Iran, Iraq, Israel, Syria, Kuwait, 
Qatar and the United Arab Emir-
ates had all announced at least 
partial closures of their skies.

“There haven’t been any other 
crises of this magnitude since 
Covid,” Didier Brechemier, an ex-
pert at business consultancy Ro-
land Berger, told AFP.

Even Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine did not aff ect the ma-
jor air hubs of the Middle East 
through which travellers to des-
tinations in much of Asia almost 
always transit, he said.

Aviation analytics fi rm Cirium 
said more than 1,500 fl ights to the 
Middle East were cancelled yes-
terday, more than 40% of sched-
uled traffi  c.

Flight tracking website Flight-
Aware said more than 2,700 
flights had been cancelled glo-
bally and more than 12,300 de-
layed as of 1720 GMT yesterday.

The costs are “already 
amounting to hundreds of mil-

Passengers are given advice at the closed Emirates check-in area at London Heathrow Airport in west London, 
yesterday, as flights are severely disrupted following the US and Israel’s strikes on Iran.

Stranded passengers wait at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport after flights to Dubai and Bahrain 
were cancelled after Iranian strikes, following strikes on Iran launched by the US and Israel, in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, yesterday.

lions of euros in losses for air 
transport,” Didier Arino, CEO of 
the consulting firm Protourisme, 
said.

For some passengers, the flight 
disruptions went far beyond the 
annoyance of being stranded.

Italian rapper BigMama said 
she had been on a flight from 
Male in the Maldives which was 
re-routed to a spot in the desert 
near Dubai — one of the cities 
targeted by Iran in its wave of re-
taliatory strikes.

“We keep hearing missiles over 
our heads. I’m terrified,” the art-
ist posted in a tearful video on 
Instagram Saturday.

“We didn’t sleep a wink all 
night,” she wrote in a new mes-
sage yesterday. “We still have no 
news. We just want to go home.”

‘Air bridges’
Others were in more philo-

sophical spirits.
“I have got work tomorrow so, 

if my manager is watching: John-
ny, I will be back later this week, 
hopefully,” a traveller stuck at Jo-
hannesburg’s main international 
airport told local SABC News af-
ter his Emirates flight to London 

was cancelled. “I tried.. to book a 
ticket back with a different pro-
vider and the prices are going up 
every 10 minutes, 20 minutes,” he 
said.

“I don’t know where I am 
sleeping tonight,” one passenger 
in Cape Town identified only as 
Farhad, who was trying to return 
to Germany after a holiday, told 
the Newzroom Afrika broad-
caster.

“The whole world is connect-
ing, and something that happened 
10,000 kilometres away is also in 
Cape Town or Germany or wher-
ever,” he said. Countries including 
France and Thailand have said they 
are looking at evacuating citizens 
from the Middle East.

Patrice Caradec, president of the 
French Association of Tour Opera-
tors (SETO), told AFP that the goal 
now is to establish “air bridges” via 
alternative hubs like Istanbul.

Arino said Tehran’s attacks and 
the impact on air travel dealt a 
blow to the “soft power” of the 
Gulf states.

“What they sell is the security of 
property and people,” he told AFP.

“Dubai was often talked about a 

bit like Switzerland, so this inevi-
tably tarnishes that image.”

Explosions rocked Dubai’s Palm 
Jumeirah man-made island and 
drone debris caused a fi re at the 
Burj Al Arab ultra-luxury hotel as 
waves of Iranian missiles targeted 
the UAE among others on Satur-
day.

Claudine Schwartz, a 49-year-
old French tourist staying at the 
Royal Atlantis on The Palm, told 
AFP that she heard explosions and 
saw plumes of smoke Saturday.

“We were playing night golf and 
rushed back to the hotel. I saw a 
fi reball coming towards us and at 
the same time an alert message on 
our phones telling us to take shel-
ter. We were put on the lowest level 
of the hotel,” she said.

Yesterday they were “confi ned 
inside”, she said — but, as Tehran 
launched new strikes on the re-
gion, she said that from the gym, 
“I could see a large plume of black 
smoke coming from what I think 
was a port”.

They were registered on a hot-
line for stranded passengers run 
by the French foreign ministry, she 
said, adding: “We’re waiting.”

UAE closes embassy in Iran after 
four killed in attacks across the Gulf
AFP
Dubai

The UAE said yesterday it 
was closing its embassy in 
Tehran and recalling the 

Emirates’ ambassador after Iran’s 
retaliatory missile and drone cam-
paign in the Gulf killed four people 
and wounded dozens more.

The move marks the strongest 
condemnation yet by a Gulf state 
since Tehran began targeting the 
region with a barrage of strikes 
after the US and Israel launched a 
massive air campaign against Iran 
that killed its supreme leader and 
other top offi  cials.

“These hostile attacks against 
civilian sites, including residential 
areas, airports, ports, and service 
facilities, endangered innocent 
civilians in a serious and irrespon-
sible escalation,” the UAE foreign 
ministry said in a statement.

The UAE fully reopened its em-
bassy and sent a new ambassador 
to Tehran in 2022 during a thaw 
in relations between the Emirates 
and the nation. Saudi Arabia later 
followed suit.

Iran’s continued and unprec-
edented Gulf bombardment has 
raised fears of a wider confl ict and 
rattled a region long seen as a ha-
ven of peace and security in the 
turbulent Middle East.

For a second day, AFP corre-
spondents heard repeated, power-
ful blasts in Dubai, Doha and Man-
ama, with explosions also heard in 
Riyadh, as Iran launched counter-
strikes following US and Israeli at-
tacks that killed its supreme leader 
and other top offi  cials.

Tehran also appeared to target 
on Sunday a building complex in 
the UAE capital Abu Dhabi hous-
ing several foreign missions, in-
cluding the Israeli embassy.

Two people were injured by de-
bris during the incident at Etihad 
Towers.

Three people — Pakistani, 
Nepalese and Bangladeshi nation-
als -- have been killed in the UAE 
since Saturday, according to Abu 
Dhabi’s defence ministry.

Since Saturday the UAE detect-
ed 165 ballistic missiles, destroy-
ing 152, and intercepted two cruise 
missiles, the ministry said.

It added that 506 of 541 Iranian 
drones were shot down.

The Kuwaiti health ministry 
said one person had been killed 
and 32 others injured since Satur-
day.

In Oman, which helped me-
diate US-Iran talks and was the 
only Gulf state spared on the 
first day of the Iranian campaign, 
the port of Duqm was targeted 
by two drones, the Oman News 
Agency said.

Later yesterday, Oman’s for-
eign minister Badr Albusaidi 
pushed for a ceasefire on a call 
with his Iranian counterpart Ab-
bas Araghchi.

Albusaidi “affirmed the Sul-
tanate of Oman’s continued 
call for a ceasefire and a return 
to dialogue... in a manner that 
achieves the legitimate demands 
of all parties,” his ministry said 
in a readout of the call.
HOTELS BECOME TARGETS

Earlier, Oman said an oil tank-
er was targeted off the coast. Its 
crew was evacuated and four 
of them were injured, the news 
agency reported.

The Gulf Co-operation Coun-
cil was to convene via video-link 
later for a unified response to 
Iran’s attacks.

Across the Gulf, civilian infra-
structure has been hit: from air-
ports and seaports to residential 
buildings and hotels.

Security analyst Anna Jacobs 
said: “The Gulf countries right 
now are really on the front lines 
of this brutal war.” “Gulf coun-
tries, as always, want to support 
de-escalation and diplomacy... 
But this commitment and these 
principles are being put to the 
test right now,” she added.

“If Iran continues to hit these 
countries and escalates even 
more, it will be very difficult for 
them to just sit and do nothing.”

Early yesterday, drones struck 
the airport in Bahrain’s capital 
Manama, causing minor damage, 
authorities said.

The US embassy in Manama 
urged citizens to steer clear of 
hotels in Manama, warning they 
could become potential targets af-
ter the Crowne Plaza was hit.

In the UAE, which has borne the 
brunt of the attacks, two people 
were injured when debris from in-
tercepted drones fell on homes in 
Dubai, authorities said.

On Saturday, the Iranian attacks 
sparked fi res at landmarks such as 
The Palm seafront development 
and Burj Al Arab hotel.

At the airport in Abu Dhabi, at 
least one person was killed and 
seven wounded during what au-
thorities called an “incident” and 
another died earlier in the day 
from falling debris.

Dubai airport, the world’s busi-
est for international traffi  c, and 
Kuwait’s airport, were also hit.

In Saudi Arabia, Iranian missiles 
targeting Riyadh’s international 
airport and the Prince Sultan 
Airbase, which houses US mili-
tary personnel, were intercepted, 
a Gulf source briefed on the mat-
ter told AFP.

A witness near the airport 
said they “saw and heard the air 
defence intercept the missile 
in the sky”.

Muslim World League 
criticises attack on Oman
QNA
Makkah Al Mukarramah

The Muslim World League 
has strongly condemned 
an Iranian attack on the 

Sultanate of Oman, denouncing it 

as part of a pattern of aggression 
against Gulf and Arab states.

In a statement issued yesterday, 
the organisation expressed “strong 
denunciation and condemna-
tion” of the assault on Oman.  The 
League’s General Secretariat de-
scribed the incident as a “blatant 

aggression” and said such actions 
violated religious values as well as 
international and humanitarian 
laws and norms.

It also stressed the importance of 
the international community tak-
ing a fi rm stance to confront what it 
termed “criminal recklessness”. 

Kenya helicopter crash kills 
six, including lawmaker
AFP
Nairobi

A helicopter crash in western 
Kenya has killed the six pas-
sengers aboard the vehicle, 

including a lawmaker, President 
William Ruto and the Kenyan press 
said yesterday.

The accident took place on Sat-
urday in Mosop, some 300 kilome-
tres northwest of the capital Nai-
robi, several Kenyan media outlets 

reported, citing police sources.
Ruto took to social media to voice 

his “profound shock and deep sad-
ness” at the death of Mheshimiwa 

Johana Ng’eno, a member of par-
liament aboard the helicopter at the 
time of the crash.

“Ng’eno, was a progressive and 
devoted servant of the people who 
worked tirelessly on behalf of the 
residents of Emurua Dikirr, Narok 
County,” the president wrote on X.

“Our thoughts and prayers are 
with his family, his friends, the 
people of Emurua Dikirr, and all 
the victims and families aff ected 
by the helicopter crash in Mosop, 
Nandi County.”

People cross a street as smoke rises from the site of a reported Iranian strike in Dubai, yesterday.

“Ng’eno, was a 
progressive and devoted 
servant of the people 
who worked tirelessly on 
behalf of the residents of 
Emurua Dikirr, 
Narok County”
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CIA intel guided strikes that killed
Iran supreme leader: NYT
AFP
Washington

CIA intelligence indicating 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
would attend a meeting of 

top Iranian offi  cials helped guide 
strikes in a US and Israeli attack 
that killed Iran’s supreme leader, 
the New York Times reported yes-
terday.

Khamenei was killed in the 
strikes on capital Tehran, Iranian 
state media confi rmed yesterday, 
after the US and Israel vowed to 
seek regime change in the Islamic 
republic.

The American intelligence 
agency had been tracking Khame-
nei for months, the Times report-

ed, citing people familiar with 
the operation, and learned that 
a meeting of top Iranian offi  cials 
was set for Saturday morning at a 
leadership compound in the heart 
of Tehran.

Washington and Tel Aviv origi-
nally planned to launch strikes on 
Iran at night, but offi  cials adjusted 
the plan based on the CIA intelli-
gence, according to the Times.

The US gave the information to 
Israel, who planned to carry out 
the attack on Iranian leadership, 
the newspaper reported.

The operation began about 
6:00am in Israel (0400 GMT), 
and long-range missiles struck 
the compound about 9:40am, the 
Times said.

Senior Iranian national security 

offi  cials were in one building at the 
compound, and Khamenei was in a 
nearby building.

In addition to Khamenei, two 
top Iranian military leaders were 
killed in the bombing: the chief of 
the Revolutionary Guards, Gen-
eral Mohammad Pakpour, and 
another top security adviser, Ali 
Shamkhani, Iran’s judiciary con-
fi rmed.

Iran has since retaliated, with 
reported strikes across the Gulf, 
including in the Emirati capital 
Abu Dhabi and near regional US 
military bases, as the threat of a 
larger regional confl ict grows.

US President Donald Trump, 
meanwhile, has said the American 
military’s bombing will continue 
“as long as necessary.”

Three US military members killed in 
Iran operation, reveals Pentagon

AFP
Washington

The US military yesterday 
said three service mem-
bers have been killed and 

fi ve seriously wounded in the 
operation against Iran — the fi rst 
casualties of any kind announced 
on the US side.

The US and Israel launched 
massive bombardments against 
Iran and killed its supreme leader 
Saturday, with attacks ongoing 
yesterday.

“Three US service members 
have been killed in action and fi ve 
are seriously wounded as part of 
Operation Epic Fury. Several oth-
ers sustained minor shrapnel in-

juries and concussions — and are 
in the process of being returned 
to duty,” US Central Command 
(CENTCOM) said in a statement.

“Major combat operations 
continue and our response eff ort 
is ongoing. The situation is fl uid, 
so out of respect for the families, 
we will withhold additional in-
formation, including the identi-
ties of our fallen warriors, until 
24 hours after next of kin have 
been notifi ed.”

There was no immediate re-
action from President Donald 
Trump, although he gave multi-
ple interviews to US media out-
lets about other aspects of the 
Iran operation that were pub-
lished shortly before the casual-
ties were made public.

The fi rst, brief reaction of a sen-
ior US offi  cial came from Trump’s 
ambassador to the UN, Mike 
Waltz. “Freedom is never free,” he 
posted on social media site X.

Hakeem Jeff ries, the leader of 
the Democrats in the House of 
Representatives, which is con-
trolled by Trump’s Republican 
Party, posted that he was “heart-
broken” over the casualties.

US air and naval forces — to-
gether with Israel’s military — 
are heavily bombarding Iran, 
and Trump has said the goal is 
to destroy the country’s military 
capacity.

In response, Iran has fi red 
missiles at targets in Israel and at 
US military facilities around the 
region.

Austin shooting that left three dead 
may be ‘terrorism,’ says FBI
AFP
Houston

Three people were killed and 
14 wounded in a shoot-
ing overnight in downtown 

Austin, the capital of the US state 
of Texas, which the FBI said yes-
terday may have been an “act of 
terrorism.”

The gunman, who was not iden-
tifi ed, was among the dead, Austin 
police chief Lisa Davis said at a 
press conference.

FBI special agent Alex Doran 
said an exact motive was not 
known but “there were indicators 
on the subject and in his vehicle 

that indicate a potential nexus to 
terrorism.”

“In terms of specifi cally what 
type of terrorism, we’re just at this 
point prepared to say that it was 
potentially an act of terrorism,” 
Doran said.

The FBI’s Joint Terrorism Task 
Force was brought in to participate 
in the investigation alongside local 
authorities.

The shooting comes amid 
heightened security in many 
American cities following the 
launching of US and Israeli air 
strikes on Iran which killed the 
country’s supreme leader Ali 
Khamenei and several other senior 
offi  cials.

Davis said the assailant was shot 
by police who responded swiftly 
to the shooting, which took place 
around 2:00am in Austin’s enter-
tainment district.

The offi  cers “were faced with 
the individual with a gun and three 
of our offi  cers returned fi re, killing 
the suspect,” the police chief said.

Davis said the gunman fi rst 
opened fi re with a pistol from his 
car on patrons of Buford’s Back-
yard Garden in downtown Austin.

He then parked his car and 
emerged with a rifl e and began 
shooting at people who were walk-
ing by, Davis said.

Three of the wounded were in 
critical condition, offi  cials said.

Members of the FBI perform an investigation near Buford’s restaurant yesterday, in Austin, Texas. Three people 
are dead and 14 others hospitalised following a mass shooting early yesterday morning.

Texas port humming 
as Trump ramps up 
Venezuela oil
AFP
Houston

A cargo ship teems with 
workers in hard hats at the 
Port of Houston, the latest 

US vessel headed to Venezuela af-
ter President Donald Trump lift-
ed restrictions to boost oil pro-
duction in the crisis-hit country.

US sanctions have crippled 
Venezuela for years, but Trump’s 
administration has been working 
with interim president Delcy Ro-
driguez after toppling autocratic 
leader Nicolas Maduro.

Washington has used a carrot-
and-stick approach with Rod-
riguez, praising her for welcom-
ing US oil companies but at the 
same time threatening Venezuela 
with punishment if she does not 
co-operate.

At the Port of Houston this 
past week, a crane loaded trucks, 
generators and machinery onto 
the Roibeira as it prepared to set 
sail to Venezuela, the second ves-
sel from the shipping company 
International Frontier Forward-
ers to head to the South American 
nation.

Greg Diaz, the company’s Ven-
ezuelan-American owner, said 
there were more than 8,500 cubic 
metres of goods onboard, equiva-
lent to around 120 containers.

“Before, it took us six to eight 
months to accumulate enough 
cargo to go to Venezuela,” he told 
AFP.

“And now, in 20 days, we’re 
able to complete the orders to fi ll 
our ship to max capacity and go 
to Venezuela and complete the 

orders right away.” That demand, 
he said, comes from private com-
panies in Venezuela that are in-
vesting massively — something 
that was impossible under Ma-
duro.

Venezuela was once a major 
crude supplier to the US, and has 
the world’s largest proven re-
serves with more than 303bn bar-
rels, according to global oil cartel 
Opec.

This amounts to about a fi fth of 
the world’s oil reserves.

But in 2024, Venezuela pro-
duced only about one % of global 
crude, its industry left haggard by 
years of underinvestment, mis-
management and US sanctions.

That all changed when US 
forces captured Venezuela’s so-
cialist leader Maduro in a deadly 
raid on the capital Caracas on 
January 3.

Rodriguez, who was vice-
president under Maduro, was 
accepted by Trump as Maduro’s 
replacement on condition she 
submit to Washington demands 
for access to Venezuelan oil.

The US Treasury has since 
eased a seven-year-old oil em-
bargo on Venezuela and issued 
licenses allowing a handful of 
multinationals to operate in the 
country under certain condi-
tions.

In his recent State of the Union 
address, Trump said the US had 
received more than 80mn barrels 
of oil from Venezuela, describing 
the nation as “our new friend and 
partner.”

But despite American enthu-
siasm, major companies remain 
cautious.

“I think the politics of it is 
moving a little bit too fast,” Jorge 
Pinon, a researcher at the Energy 
Institute at the University of Tex-
as, told AFP.

“Everybody was willing to 
sign” at the White House meet-
ing with oil company executives 
in January, “except for Exxon, 
which was the only one that had 
the courage to say ‘we need as-
surances.’”

Pinon said there was no sense 
of urgency from the Americans 
to revive Venezuela’s oil industry, 
though, as the US is the world’s 
largest producer of crude oil with 
secure supplies.

For now, the industry is more 
interested in Guyana, Brazil, and 
even the Gulf of Mexico.

Oil companies fi rst “have to see 
what’s the state of the infrastruc-
ture” in Venezuela, Pinon added.

Political instability is another 
concern.

“What about if in two years, 
three years from now, Venezuela 
has free elections and a new gov-
ernment suddenly changes the 
rules?” he said.

Back at Houston’s port, Greg 
Diaz remained optimistic.

“It’s amazing because we’re 
not only helping the American 
drilling companies, but also the 
Venezuelan private companies 
in the oil and gas sector to buy 
quality US-made drill rigs,” he 
said.

“But also, we help the mid-size 
to small companies and entrepre-
neurs that now can buy, whether 
it’s one piece of machinery or a 
large order, and make possible the 
Venezuelan dream.”

Canadian minister to meet with OpenAI’s 
Altman to discuss safety measures

Canada’s minister in charge 
of artifi cial intelligence  said 
on Friday he will  meet with 

OpenAI CEO  Sam Altman next 
week to discuss  how the ChatGPT 
 maker plans to boost safety  proto-
cols after a recent school shooting 
in British Columbia.
The Canadian government has 
urged OpenAI to boost its safety 
protocols quickly and warned 
Ottawa could eff ect change 
through legislation after the 
company said it had not contacted 
police about an account belonging 
to the alleged shooter,  Jesse Van 
Rootselaar, that it had banned.
“While we note their willingness 

to strengthen law enforcement 
referral protocols, establish 
direct  points of contact with 
Canadian authorities,  and enhance 
safeguards, we have not yet  seen 
a detailed plan for how these 
commitments will be implemented 
in practice,” Minister Evan Solomon 
said in a statement. Solomon was 
responding to a letter he received 
from OpenAI’s vice-president of 
global policy on Thursday in which 
the firm said it will set up a direct 
point of contact  with Canadian 
law enforcement  and improve 
detection of repeat violators of its 
“violent activities” policy to boost 
safety protocols.

Solomon said he will meet with 
Altman “to seek further clarity and 
to ensure that the commitments 
made are translated into concrete 
action.”
Van Rootselaar, 18, is suspected of 
killing eight people on February 
10  before taking her own life in 
Tumbler Ridge. OpenAI said it 
banned her ChatGPT account last 
year for policy violations.
Solomon said he will also meet with 
other major platforms in Canada in 
the coming weeks.
“All options remain on the table 
as we assess what further steps 
may  be necessary,”  he added. 
(Reuters)

Mexican authorities return body of 
cartel boss ‘El Mencho’ to relatives
Reuters
Mexico City

The body of Mexican cartel  boss Nemesio  
Oseguera,  the country’s most  wanted man 
until  his  death a week ago, was returned to 

his family, the attorney general’s offi  ce said on Sat-
urday.

Osguera,  known as “El Mencho”, was killed in a 
 military operation in Jalisco  state last week.  That 
sparked a wave of retaliatory violence by the cartel 
across much of Mexico, killing dozens and tempo-
rarily  stranding  foreign tourists in their hotels.

The attorney general’s offi  ce said they had per-
formed genetic tests to match the remains  to the 
relatives. The offi  ce did not say where the handover 
took place.

A hearse leaves a funeral home, after the body of cartel leader Nemesio Oseguera, known as “El Mencho”, 
who was killed last week in a military operation in Jalisco state, was handed over to his family, in Mexico 
City, Mexico, on Saturday.

Colombia minister to propose reciprocal 
tariff  of 50% on some Ecuadorean goods

Reuters
Bogota/Quito

Colombia’s commerce minister Diana Marcela 
Morales said on Friday she will  propose the 
government raise tariff s on certain  Ecuadorean 

goods from  a current 30% to 50%, as a  trade war be-
tween  the neighbours escalates.

Ecuador said on  Thursday it will increase tariffs 
on Colombian imports to 50% beginning March 
1, citing a lack of co-operation in combating drug 
trafficking along their shared border, which Colom-
bia denies.

“We are going to present the proposal not only to 
raise tariff s on the 73 tariff  subheadings, but also  to 
consider other products that could generate some de-
gree of sensitivity due to the measures Ecuador has 
taken  today,” Morales told Blu Radio in an  interview, 
saying the move must be  approved by a government 
committee. 

“It would be 50% for the 73 subheadings that cur-
rently have a 30% rate.”Meanwhile, Ecuadorean Pres-
ident Daniel Noboa doubled down on his assertion 
that Colombia has failed to co-operate on security on 
the countries’ border, a hub for traffi  cking of cocaine 
and other contraband.

“This surcharge is the result  of an absolute  lack 
of oversight at the border on Colombia’s part; even 
the army has been withdrawn several hundred kilo-
metres away, which doubles our cost of protecting 
our border, to nearly an additional $400mn a year,” 
he told Radio Centro de Quito, adding Ecuador has 
already raised $13mn through the tariff,  which first 
was announced in January, and that violence in the 
area had fallen.

Ecuador has a trade defi cit of $1.1bn with Colombia, 
he added.

Shortly after the fi rst tariff s, Ecuador increased its 
fee on Colombian crude transported through its SOTE 
pipeline by 900% to $30 per barrel, prompting Co-
lombia to halt  shipments.
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Lula visits fl ood zone as death 
toll from landslides hits 70
AFP
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Brazil’s President Luiz Ina-
cio Lula da Silva on Saturday 
hugged weeping residents 

and promised free houses to those 
who had lost their homes in land-
slides triggered by torrential rains 
that killed 70 people in the coun-
try’s southeast.

Thousands were left homeless 
after mud swept away their hous-
es in the cities of Juiz de Fora and 
Uba this week, leaving desperate 
residents seeking loved ones under 
piles of sludge and debris.

Firefi ghters said Saturday that 
they were still searching for three 
missing people, while the police 
updated the death toll to 70, includ-
ing 13 children.

Lula fl ew over the disaster area 
before landing and meeting grief-
stricken residents and offi  cials.

He promised that his government 
would give free houses to those 
whose homes had been destroyed, 
outside of the at-risk areas where 
they had been living.

“We are going to help these 
people recover by giving them 
houses,” Lula said at a press con-
ference.

“The only thing we cannot give 
back to the city are the lives that 
have been lost. We don’t have the 
power to bring human lives back, 
but we will give people the right to 
live with decency and dignity.”

According to the latest update 
from the fi re brigade, just over 3,800 
people have been made homeless by 
the landslides.

The tragedy is the latest in a se-
ries of extreme weather disasters 
in Brazil, from fl oods to fi res and 
drought, many of which scientists 
have linked to the eff ects of global 
warming.

In 2024, more than 200 people 
died and two mn were impacted by 

unprecedented fl ooding in southern 
Brazil, one of the worst natural dis-
asters in its history.

“Science indicates that there will 
be more and more extreme weather 
events like the one that happened 
here in Minas Gerais, as happened 
last year in Rio Grande do Sul,” Jader 
Barbalho Filho, Minister of Cities, 
told the press conference.

“There is only one alternative: 
investments in prevention,” he said.

Brazil’s meteorological agency 

INMET told AFP that parts of the 
southeast were experiencing the 
rainiest February in years.

Rainfall in Juiz de Fora — a hilly 
city of half a mn people — has al-
ready exceeded 760mm (30 inches) 
in February, more than triple its 
usual monthly average.

Brazilian meteorologist Carlos 
Nobre attributed the unusually 
heavy downpours to a passing cold 
front system over the “very warm” 
Atlantic Ocean.

This handout picture released 
by the Brazilian Presidency 
press off ice shows Brazil’s 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
embracing a victim of the floods 
and landslides caused by heavy 
rains in Juiz de Fora, Minas Gerais 
State, southeastern Brazil.

View of a landslide after heavy rainfall in the Tres Moinhos neighbourhood 
in Juiz de Fora, Minas Gerais state, Brazil.

Opposition leader Machado 
says she will return to 
Venezuela in coming weeks
Venezuelan opposition leader and Nobel Peace  Prize laureate  
Maria Corina  Machado said  she plans to  return  to the country in 
the coming weeks, according to a message posted on her social 
media accounts  yesterday.
Machado, a 58-year-old industrial engineer,  left Venezuela in 
December for  Oslo to  receive the award and is currently in the US.
Speculation around Machado’s return has been prevalent since the 
 US captured  former Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro on January 
3.
Machado is under investigation in Venezuela and Interim President 
Delcy Rodriguez  has said she should have to “answer to Venezuela” 
for her support of US military action against Caracas. (Reuters)

Death toll in Bolivia military plane crash rises to 22
AFP
El Alto

The death toll in the crash 
of a Bolivian military 
cargo plane carrying ban-

knotes near the capital La Paz 
has risen to 22, offi  cials said Sat-
urday, warning it may take more 
than a year to fi gure out why it 
happened.

The aircraft, a C-130 Hercules 
transport plane — manufactured 
by Lockheed Martin — crashed 
after veering off  the runway at 
El Alto International Airport on 
Friday, destroying multiple cars 
and damaging trucks.

Authorities have not yet re-
vealed the number of people on 
board, nor have they said if any-
one survived the incident, but 
they have announced that res-
cue eff orts are over.

Fatalities were recorded 

both at the airport and on the 
busy avenue where the plane 
crashed.

“We have 22 people dead,” in-
cluding four children, national 
police chief Mirko Sokol told 
reporters, adding: “Only nine of 
them have been identifi ed... be-
cause we have bodies that were 
completely mutilated.”

Defence Minister Raul Salinas 
has said that the plane — which 
departed from the eastern city 
of Santa Cruz — had eight crew 
members, one of whom was 
killed.

The health ministry put the 
number of people injured at 37.

The government of Bolivian 
President Rodrigo Paz said that 
the cause of the incident was not 
yet known, and that a probe had 
been opened. Witnesses have 
cited bad weather. The plane’s 
black boxes — the cockpit voice 
recorder and fl ight data recorder 

— were recovered on Saturday.
But the defence ministry said 

analysis of the data could take 
“from several weeks to more 
than a year.”

Mangled parts of the aircraft 
were seen on the road where the 
plane came down and bystand-
ers could be seen rushing to grab 
the scattered cash, prompting 
police to deploy tear gas to repel 
them.

Authorities were later seen 
setting the newly printed money 
alight in a bonfi re at the scene of 
the crash.

The defence ministry said 
that “the money transported in 
the crashed aircraft has no of-
fi cial serial number... therefore 
it has no legal or purchasing 
power.”

Bystanders attempted once 
again Saturday to access the 
site, but police fi red more tear 
gas.

A drone view shows the site where a Bolivian Air Force Hercules aircraft crashed onto a busy avenue amid inclement 
weather in El Alto, Bolivia.

Havana rides a bicycle boom as 
US chokes off  fuel to Cuba
Reuters
Havana 

Havana residents are pulling 
old bicycles out of storage, 
patching  up threadbare 

tyres, and, in some cases, learning 
to cycle as  fuel becomes increas-
ingly scarce in  Cuba following the 
US takeover of Venezuela’s oil ex-
ports.

Venezuela, a key  ally to Cuba, 
had been the  main supplier of 
crude oil and fuel  to the commu-
nist-run island for more than a 
quarter century, until the US cap-
ture of Venezuelan leader Nicolas 
Maduro in January.

The drying-up of that supply 
has pushed Cubans into a deeper 
level of survival mode as they con-
tend with ever-longer blackouts 
and soaring prices for food and 
transportation as well as for fuel 
itself — when it is even available. 
Fuel shipments to Cuba from Mex-
ico also halted recently, after the 
US threatened tariff s on countries 
that supply oil to  the island nation. 
Some in Havana are increasingly 
turning to electric vehicles and 
scrambling to install solar panels 
atop their homes and businesses.

For Gabriela Barbon, 23, the 
ballooning transportation costs 
(three times  higher than before to 
get around by car)  persuaded her 
to get on a bike for the fi rst time.

“Riding a  bike is no longer just a 
hobby or something I wanted to do 
at some point in my life; it’s a ne-
cessity,” she said during a training 
session hosted by local organisation 
Citykleta in a city park, alongside 
other adults fi nding their balance 
on two wheels for the fi rst time.

“The Learn to Pedal campaign 
came at the perfect time, just 
when I needed it,” she said.

Citykleta organiser Yasser 
Gonzalez expected 100 people 
to sign up, but the programme 
has attracted nearly four times as 
many people — many  seeking al-
ternative ways to get around  the 
Cuban capital.

“We have an avalanche of peo-
ple who want to learn,” he said, as 
a fellow organiser helped a fi rst-
timer on a bright blue bicycle.

Yoandris Herrera is not new to 
cycling. But he has stored his bicy-
cle disassembled under his bed for 
almost a year, opting to zip around 
on a motorcycle instead.

The China-made bicycle, which 

he bought four years ago, now has 
a second chance on the streets as 
Herrera pedals to work and takes 
his kids to school.

“Since  fuel is so expensive right 
now, it’s more practical to get 
around by bicycle,” he said.

The fuel crisis has also triggered 
more business for bicycle repair-
man Pedro Carrillo, who carefully 
aligned the spokes of a wheel at a 
makeshift workshop on a Havana 
sidewalk, with bicycle tyres hang-
ing on the wall behind him.

“It’s been like an explosion,” he 
said. But the biking boom itself 
has led to a new type of scarcity, 
too, he said. “Sometimes I don’t 
have parts  to help people. There  
are things I can’t get anywhere.”

People take a class to learn how to ride a bicycle, as Cuba grapples 
with fuel shortages after the US blocked oil shipments to the island, in 
Havana, Cuba.

Venezuela grants 
conditional release to 
31 military personnel
AFP
Caracas

Venezuela has granted conditional release to 31 military per-
sonnel, a top lawmaker said Saturday, as the interim gov-
ernment pursues a “reconciliation” process in the wake of 

the January ouster of leader Nicolas Maduro, now in US custody.
Part of that reconciliation is a historic amnesty law approved 

earlier in February as part of a wave of reforms undertaken by in-
terim president Delcy Rodriguez — at Washington’s urging.

National Assembly deputy Jorge Arreaza, the lawmaker over-
seeing the amnesty process, posted on X that the military’s justice 
system had granted “alternative measures to 31 prosecuted mili-
tary personnel, who are now free.”

Arreaza added the move has “the noble aim of contributing to 
peace and national reconciliation.”

So far, the legislative commission tasked with monitoring the 
amnesty has recorded more than 250 releases. Non-governmental 
organisations such as Foro Penal has so far verifi ed 90 releases.

Amnesty is not automatic: petitioners must ask the court han-
dling their cases.

Experts have said the amnesty is insuffi  cient, as it includes car-
veouts for some off ences, including those committed by military 
members.

Iranian cultural centre in Ecuador 
attacked amid Middle East tensions
AFP
Quito

Several people attacked an 
Iranian cultural centre in 
Ecuador’s capital Quito, 

police said Saturday, leaving one 
person injured and the facil-
ity damaged amid US and Israeli 
strikes against Iran.

Iranian supreme leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei was killed 
in the strikes on Tehran, state 
media confi rmed yesterday, and 
Washington and Tel Aviv have 

vowed to seek regime change in 
the Islamic republic.

Iran has since retaliated, with 
reported Iranian strikes across the 
Gulf, including in the Emirati capi-
tal Abu Dhabi and near regional US 
military bases, as the threat of a 
larger regional confl ict grows.

In Ecuador’s capital, authori-
ties said a group of people ar-
rived at an Iranian cultural centre 
in a convoy of vehicles and used 
sticks, stones and tear gas to 
break the centre’s windows and 
assault people inside.

One person was reportedly 

injured in the attack. It was un-
clear whether anyone had been 
arrested.

“It is an act of aggression,” 
police said in a statement to the 
media.

Videos shared on social media 
show people with Israeli, US and 
Iranian opposition fl ags near the 
facility. A woman can be heard 
shouting, “Get out, murderers, 
get out, terrorists. You have to 
leave this country.”

People at the centre were 
praying during the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan.

A drone view shows trucks loaded with soybeans waiting to unload at the port of Miritituba as heavy 
grain traff ic in the region has led to long lines during Brazil’s harvest shipping season, in Miritituba.

Trucks of soybeans back up at Brazil port
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China ‘strongly condemns’ Khamenei killing

N Korea condemns ‘illegal’ US-Israel attacks on Iran

AFP
Beijing

China said yesterday it 
“strongly condemns” the 
US and Israel’s killing of 

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, calling again for a 
halt to military actions.

The killing was “a serious vio-
lation of Iran’s sovereignty and 
security, a trampling on the aims 
and principles of the UN Charter 
and the basic norms of interna-
tional relations”, Beijing’s foreign 
ministry said in a statement.

“China fi rmly opposes and 
strongly condemns this,” it add-
ed, calling for an “immediate 
halting of military operations”.

The condemnation came just 
after Chinese state media report-
ed a phone call between Beijing’s 
top diplomat Wang Yi and Rus-
sian counterpart Sergei Lavrov.

During the conversation, which 
state news agency Xinhua said 
was initiated by Lavrov, Wang said 
the “blatant killing of a sovereign 
leader and the incitement of regime 
change” by the US and Israel was 
“unacceptable”.

China is “highly concerned” that 
the “situation in the Middle East 
could be pushed into a dangerous 
abyss”, Wang told Lavrov, accord-
ing to Xinhua.

“The international community 
must send a defi nite and clear mes-
sage opposing the world’s regres-
sion to the law of the jungle,” Wang 

said.Russian President Vladimir 
Putin yesterday called the killing 
“a cynical violation of all norms of 
human morality and international 
law”. At least one Chinese citizen 
has been “injured” in the strikes 
and “some temporary travellers are 
stranded”, Beijing’s foreign minis-
try said late yesterday.

The statement did not provide 
details on the number, physical 
condition or location of aff ected 
Chinese nationals in the region.

Beijing has in recent days urged 
its citizens in Iran to evacuate from 
the country “as soon as possible”.

Reiterating those calls yesterday, 
the foreign ministry said Chinese 
passport holders could leave Iran 
on visa-free land routes into Az-
erbaijan, Armenia and Turkiye.

AFP
Seoul

North Korea condemned 
yesterday the ongoing 
United States and Israeli 

attack on Iran as an “illegal act 
of aggression”, claiming it had 
shown Washington’s “rogue” na-
ture.

The military campaigns against 
Iran by the two states constitute 
“an illegal act of aggression and 
the most despicable form of viola-

tion of sovereignty in their nature 
from A to Z”, a spokesperson for 
the North’s foreign ministry said 
in a statement carried by the offi  -
cial Korean Central News Agency.

“The DPRK condemns in the 
strongest tone the shameless 
rogue act of the US and Israel,” the 
offi  cial said, using the initials for 
the North’s offi  cial name.

Pyongyang said the United 
States and Israel chose to “abuse 
military muscle in order to realise 
their selfi sh and hegemonic am-
bition”.

North Korea and the United 
States are longtime adversar-
ies but Washington has mount-
ed a push to revive high-level 
talks with Pyongyang in recent 
months, eyeing a potential sum-
mit between US President Donald 
Trump and the North’s Kim Jong-
un this year.

After largely ignoring those   
overtures for months, Kim said 
this week that the two nations 
could “get along” if Washington 
accepted Pyongyang’s nuclear 
status.

Iran welcomes Indonesia’s 
mediation off er with US

Iran’s embassy in Jakarta said yesterday it welcomed Indonesia’s of-
fer to mediate between Washington and Tehran, following US and 
Israeli strikes against Iran.

Indonesia’s foreign ministry said on Saturday that President Prabowo 
Subianto was willing to travel to Tehran to carry out mediation if agreed 
by both parties.

The Iranian embassy welcomes “the readiness of the President of the 
Republic of Indonesia to mediate in this confl ict”, the mission said in a 
statement.

The embassy also “emphasised the importance of taking a fi rm 
stance by Indonesian offi  cials in condemning the aggression and crimes 
of the US and the Zionist regime of Israel”.

Iranian state television confi rmed the death of Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei yesterday, hours after US President Donald Trump 
said he had been killed.

The confi rmation came after the US and Israel launched waves of air 
strikes on Saturday against targets in Iran, prompting retaliation by the 
Islamic republic.

Trump said yesterday that Washington would hit Iran with “force 
that has never been seen before” if it retaliated against US and 
Israeli strikes.

Indonesia flag carrier suspends flights to and from Doha
Garuda Indonesia has temporarily suspended flights 
to and from Doha “until further notice”, the company 
said in a statement, following US-Israel airstrikes 
and Iran’s retaliation. “Garuda Indonesia continues 
to actively co-ordinate with aviation authorities 

and relevant stakeholders to monitor the evolving 
situation,” the company said in a statement yesterday.
The airline’s other international routes continue to 
operate normally, Garuda said, adding that it did not 
“traverse any airspace aff ected by the conflict”. (AFP)

Stranded passengers report to Qatar Airways customer service at I Gusti Ngurah Rai 
International Airport after flights to Doha, Dubai, and Abu Dhabi were cancelled in Kuta, Bali, 
Indonesia,yesterday. (Reuters)

Qatar Airways customer service in Bali

South Korea calls for resuming 
dialogue with Pyongyang
AFP
Seoul

South Korean President Lee 
Jae Myung called yesterday 
for dialogue with North Ko-

rea to resume, after Pyongyang 
last week shunned the prospect of 
diplomacy with its neighbour.

Since taking offi  ce in June, a do-
vish Lee has sought to mend ties 
with the nuclear-armed North, 
which reaffi  rmed its anti-Seoul 
approach during a party meeting 
last week.

“As my administration has re-
peatedly made clear, we respect 
the North’s system and will nei-
ther engage in any type of hostile 
acts, nor pursue any form of unifi -
cation by absorption,” Lee said in 
a speech marking the anniversary 
of a historical campaign against 
Japan’s colonial rule.

“We will also continue our ef-
forts to resume dialogue with the 

North,” he said. North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un last week 

dashed hopes of a diplomatic 
thaw with Seoul, describing its 

overtures as “clumsy, deceptive 
farce and a poor work”.

Speaking at the party congress 
in Pyongyang, Kim said North 
Korea has “absolutely no business 
dealing with South Korea, its most 
hostile entity, and will perma-
nently exclude South Korea from 
the category of compatriots”.

But he also said the North could 
“get along well” with the US if 
Washington acknowledges its nu-
clear status.

Speculation has mounted over 
whether US President Donald 
Trump will seek a meeting with 
Kim during planned travels to 
China.

Last year, Trump said he was 
“100 percent” open to a meeting.

Previous Trump-Kim sum-
mits during the US president’s 
fi rst term fell apart after the pair 
failed to agree over sanctions re-
lief — and what nuclear conces-
sions North Korea might make in 
return.

South Korea’s President Lee Jae Myung speaks during a ceremony 
marking the 107th anniversary of the March 1st Independence 
Movement Day in Seoul yesterday. (AFP)

‘Unoffi  cial’ talks on 
plastic pollution 
treaty begin in Japan
AFP
Tokyo

Delegates from around 20 
countries are holding 
three days of “informal” 

talks in Japan from Sunday aimed 
at salvaging eff orts towards a 
landmark global treaty on plastic 
pollution.

Supposedly fi nal talks in South 
Korea in 2024 towards an agree-
ment failed, and a renewed eff ort 
in Geneva last August likewise 
collapsed in overtime.

A Japanese environment min-
istry offi  cial said that the “in-
formal” closed-door meeting 
among “working-level offi  cials” 
through Tuesday was not ex-
pected to result in any offi  cial an-
nouncement.

“Japan is in a position of push-
ing for progress on the issue, and 
so is hosting the meeting,” the of-
fi cial told AFP without wishing to 
be named.

She added that “little 
progress” has been made since 
August, other than the election 
in early February of Chile’s chief 
climate negotiator Julio Cordano 
as chairman.

“Plastic pollution is a planetary 

problem that aff ects everyone: 
every country, every community 
and every individual,” Cordano 
warned after being elected.

“If we don’t take concerted ac-
tion, it will get much worse in the 
coming decades. A treaty is ur-
gently needed,” he said.

More than 400mn tonnes of 
plastic are produced globally 
each year, with half for single-
use items.

A large bloc of states wants 
bold action such as curbing plas-
tic production, while a smaller 
clutch of oil-producing states 
wants to focus more narrowly on 
waste management.

Countries expected to be 
present in Tokyo include big oil 
producers like Saudi Arabia, Rus-
sia and the United States as well 
as islands states Antigua and 
Barbuda and Palau, plus China, 
India and the European Union.

The UN’s environment chief 
told AFP in an interview in Oc-
tober that a global treaty remains 
“totally doable”.

“No-one has walked away and 
said, ‘this is just too hopeless, 
we’re giving up’,” United Na-
tions Environment Programme 
(UNEP) executive director Inger 
Andersen said.

Activists chant slogans during a rally to condemn the joint US-Israel strikes on Iran, in front of US embassy in Seoul, South Korea, 
yesterday. (Reuters)

Protest over US-Israel strikes on Iran in Seoul

Demonstrators holding portraits of Iran’s late supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei gather during a solidarity protest outside of the US embassy in Kuala Lumpur yesterday (AFP)

Iran solidarity protest in Kuala Lumpur



Missiles fired in ‘direction 
of Cyprus’: UK

Reuters, AFP
London

Britain’s Defence Secretary 
John  Healey yesterday de-
clined to explicitly  back 

strikes by  the United States and 
Israel on Iran,  saying it was  for the 
US to “set  out the legal basis of 
the action it took”.

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayat-
ollah Ali Khamenei was killed in 
the air strikes on Saturday, Iran’s 
state media has confi rmed.

Healey told the BBC’s Laura 
Kuenssberg that Britain played 
no part in the strikes, but it did 
share the  aim of the United States 
and other allies in the region that 
Iran should never have a nuclear 
weapon.

Asked  if he believed the strikes  
were within international law, 
Healey said: “It is for  the US to set 
out the legal basis of the action 
that it took.”

Healey said Iran was retaliating 
in an increasingly indiscriminate 
way, targeting civilian airports 
and hotels as well as military 
bases.

“We have strengthened the 
UK defences in the region, we are 
active in regional defence opera-
tions,” he told Sky  News.

He said UK  aircraft were oper-
ating from bases in Qatar and Cy-
prus and were intercepting drone 
attacks on bases and allies.

It was a “serious and dete-
riorating situation”, he said, and 
there was a rising risk of “indis-
criminate retaliatory attacks”.

He cited two missiles fi red in 
the direction of Cyprus, although 
he added: “We don’t  believe they 
were targeted at Cyprus.”

H said yesterday that “Iranian 
indiscriminate retaliatory at-
tacks” to US-Israeli strikes in-
cluded “two ballistic missiles 
fi red in the direction of Cyprus”, 
but which were likely not “target-
ed” at the Mediterranean island.

“We had two ballistic missiles 
fi red in the direction of Cyprus,” 
John Healey told the BBC, noting 
UK warplanes were involved in 
“defensive” actions in the region, 
operating from the UK’s air base 
on the island and from a base in 
Qatar.

“Now we are pretty sure they 
weren’t targeted at Cyprus, but 
nevertheless it demonstrates how 
our bases, our personnel, military 
and civilians at the moment are at 
risk,” he said, without providing 
further details about the missiles 
and any interception of them.

Healey revealed the previously 
undisclosed missile incidents as 
pointing to “a really serious and 
deteriorating situation” in the 
Middle East and the “rising risks 
of increasing Iranian indiscrimi-
nate retaliatory attacks”.

“It’s an example of how there is 
a very real and rising threat from a 
regime that is lashing out widely 
across the region, and that re-
quires us to act. It requires us to 
act defensively,” he told Sky News 
in a separate interview yesterday.

“Alongside the Americans, 
we’ve stepped up our defensive 
forces in the Middle East. We’re 
fl ying those sorties. We’re taking 
down the drones that are menac-
ing either our bases, our people or 
our allies,” Healey said.

Cyprus President Nikos Chris-
todoulides said British Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer had called 
him to discuss regional develop-
ments.

“(Starmer) confi rmed clearly 
and unequivocally that Cyprus 
was not a target,” Christodoulides 
said on X.

“We are maintaining direct 
communication. All relevant 
authorities are fully engaged 
and monitoring developments 
closely.”

AFP
Srinagar

Several thousand protesters 
joined street demonstra-
tions in Indian-adminis-

tered Kashmir yesterday to pro-
test against the killing of Iran’s 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei after strikes by the US 
and Israel.

Protesters holding red, black, 
and yellow fl ags converged on 
the main square in the heart of 
Srinagar, the main city of Indian 
Kashmir.

Many of them chanted anti-
Israel and anti-US slogans dur-
ing the emotionally charged but 
largely peaceful gathering.

“This day we are all very 
heavy hearted. We are mourn-
ing our beloved leader who was 
martyred,” Syed Towfeeq, 40, 
told AFP.

“We all have a message for the 
(US President Donald) Trump... 
We will always stand against 
your oppression.

“If you think that you have 
martyred our beloved leader, 
you are in an illusion... You can-
not oppress while we, the sons 
of Khamenei, are alive.”

Another protester, Ishfaq 
Wani, 43, urged Muslim coun-
tries to unite “under one flag”.

Similar protests were held in 
other places across Kashmir and 
other parts of India.

Omar Abdullah, chief minis-
ter of Jammu and Kashmir state, 
said he was “deeply concerned” 
about the developments in Iran.

He also urged protesters to 
remain calm and “avoid any ac-

tions that could lead to tension 
or unrest”. “We must also ensure 
that those who are mourning in 
Jammu and Kashmir are allowed 
to grieve peacefully,” he said on X.

Iranian state television report-
ed Khamenei’s death in the early 
hours of Sunday, broadcasting ar-
chive images with a black banner.
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UK father fi ghts for tech justice after daughter’s death
AFP
London

The father of British teenager 
Molly Russell, who took her 
own life after viewing pro-

suicide content online, hopes a 
documentary about her death will 
inspire change.

The fi lm — Molly vs the Ma-
chines — about his 14-year-old 
daughter will “bring back some 
of the grief”, Ian Russell acknowl-
edged.

But in an interview with AFP he 
said it will highlight how the trag-
edy was not isolated, and “there’s 
a real hope that it will become part 
of a conversation that might help 
bring about change”.

The documentary, which pre-
mieres in British cinemas from 
March 1 and airs on the UK’s 
Channel 4 on March 5, recounts 
his quest to hold “digital systems 
designed for profi t” accountable 
for his loss, according to Russell.

Perhaps surprisingly, he op-
poses an outright social media 
ban for children, arguing “getting 
the platforms to change is actually 
much more eff ective”.

The bereaved father is also 
seeking an end to impunity for big 
tech, which he says purposefully 
targets vulnerable people with ad-
dictive algorithms feeding them 
harmful content for monetary 
gain.

‘Baffl  ing’
Molly took her own life in 2017, 

with a coroner concluding fi ve 
years later that she had died from 
an act of self-harm while suff ering 
from the “negative eff ects of on-
line content”.

The inquest into her death 
heard that, of the 16,300 posts 
Molly saved, shared or liked on In-
stagram in the six-month period 
before her death, 2,100 related to 
depression, self-harm or suicide.

Her engagement with pro-su-
icide content increased towards 

the end of her life, until “this in-
telligent, caring, beautiful per-
son had been persuaded she was 
worthless”, her father said.

“How Molly of all people could 
ever have been convinced of that, 
for those of us lucky enough to 
have known her, is just baffl  ing,” 
he added.

Research published in October 
by the Molly Rose Foundation, a 
suicide prevention charity founded 
and chaired by Russell, showed 37% 
of children aged 13-17 had seen at 
least one type of high-risk content 
relating to suicide, self-harm, de-
pression or eating disorders during 
the week they were surveyed.

According to the data, which 
was collected before child safety 
obligations of the UK’s landmark 
Online Safety Act became law, 27 
% of those children said they had 
viewed such content at least 10 
times that week.

Tougher laws
The foundation has welcomed 

legislation put forward by UK 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s 
government.

It called a decision to ban AI 
chatbots from generating illegal 
or harmful content — a loophole 
exposed by sexualised deepfakes 
created by X’s AI chatbot Grok — a 
“welcome downpayment”.

But it said the Online Safety 
Act, which legally obliges tech 

companies to better safeguard 
children and adults online, could 
go further.

The law should require greater 
transparency from platforms and 
use separate age limits for diff er-
ent tools — such as AI chatbots.

The foundation argues that 
would push companies to off er 
fewer high-risk services and make 
platforms safer.

It is also calling for “fundamen-
tally repurposed” algorithms that 
promote healthy content from 
trusted sources instead of “harm-
ful and toxic material”.

And it advocates for better dig-
ital education at schools to enable 
young people to “critically refl ect” 
on online content.

Russell favours this two-
pronged approach over a social 
media ban for children, pointing 
out that Australia’s under-16s 
block only covers 10 platforms and 
might push minors to more dan-
gerous fringe sites.

Youngsters might fi nd ways to 

bypass the rules, he added, while 
those turning 16 will enter an “un-
regulated” space.

‘Stand up’ 
Concerns are only deepened by 

the impression that “tech barons” 
like Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
and X owner Elon Musk are above 
the law, according to Russell.

He sees glimmers of hope, 
however. Zuckerberg recently ad-
dressed the safety of his platforms 
before a jury and under oath in an 
unprecedented California social 
media addiction trial.

And in January, Britain’s media 
regulator Ofcom opened a probe 
into X for failing to meet its safety 
obligations. It is also investigat-
ing X and xAI — which developed 
Grok — over whether they com-
plied with personal data law over 
sexualised deepfakes.

“If leaders are brave enough to 
stand up and lock antlers with the 
barons of big tech, then change 
will happen,” Russell said.

File photo of  Ian Russel. (AFP)

Thousands protest in Indian 
Kashmir at death of Khamenei

Protesters gather during an anti-US and Israel protest in Srinagar 
yesterday. (AFP)

Blast at India explosives factory kills 17

AFP
New Delhi

A blast at an explosives factory 
killed at least 17 people and 
injured 18 others yesterday, 

offi  cials in the western Indian state 
of Maharashtra said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said the accident was “deeply dis-
tressing” and wished a speedy re-

covery to the survivors.
Maharashtra state chief minister 

Devendra Fadnavis called the inci-
dent “extremely unfortunate and 
tragic” in a post on X.

The accident happened in Nag-
pur, about 800km (500 miles) from 
state capital Mumbai.

“Rescue operations have been 
accelerated, and so far, 17 people 
have lost their lives,” Fadnavis said, 
adding 18 others were injured.

An investigation has been or-
dered into the incident.

On Saturday, 21 people were 
killed in an explosion at a fi recrack-
er factory in the southeastern In-
dian state of Andhra Pradesh.

Industrial accidents are com-
mon in India, often due to disregard 
for safety requirements and lax 
enforcement. Last year, a fi rework 
factory explosion in western India 
killed 21 people.

UK says US must 
set out legal basis 
for Iran strikes

Britain’s Defence Secretary John 
Healey appears on the BBC’s 
programme, Sunday with Laura 
Kuenssberg in London, yesterday. 
(Reuters)

UK urges citizens in Middle East ‘shelter in place’
The UK Foreign Off ice yesterday urged British 
citizens in Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates to “shelter in place” amid the escalating 
conflict in the Middle East. 
The Foreign Off ice “now advises against all but 

essential travel to Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and the 
UAE”, it said on X in its latest update. “If you are a 
British national in those countries, you should shelter 
in place and register your presence,” the ministry 
added. (AFP)

Activists hold posters of Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei during an anti-US and Israel 
protest in Dhaka yesterday. (AFP)

Anti-US and Israel protest in DhakaIndia opens fi rst semiconductor 
assembly and test facility
AFP
New Delhi

India inaugurated its fi rst sem-
iconductor assembly and test 
facility on Saturday, a mile-

stone in the government’s push 
to reduce dependence on foreign 
chipmakers and stake a claim in a 
sector dominated by China.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
opened US fi rm Micron Technol-
ogy’s Semiconductor Assembly, 
Test and Packaging unit in his 
home state of Gujarat, hailing the 
“dawn of a new era” for India’s 
technology ambitions.

“When young Indians look 
back in the future, they will see 
this decade as the turning point 
in our tech future,” Modi told the 

event, which was broadcast on his 
offi  cial YouTube channel.

The plant will convert ad-
vanced semiconductor wafers 
from Micron’s global network 
into fi nished memory and storage 
products.

India’s semiconductor market 
has expanded from $38bn 2023 to 
an estimated $45-50 bn in 2024-
25, with government targets of up 
to $110 bn by 2030.

New Delhi is currently devel-
oping 10 chip projects worth more 
than $18 bn, including two cut-
ting-edge 3-nanometre design 
facilities in the cities of Noida and 
Bengaluru.

Modi said at least three other 
semiconductor projects would 
begin production soon.

“India, which is known for 

software, is now also building its 
identity in hardware,” he said.

The prime minister linked the 
launch to deepening technologi-
cal cooperation with Washing-
ton, noting India’s entry into the 
US-led Pax Silica alliance focused 
on artifi cial intelligence, critical 
minerals and supply-chain secu-
rity — areas where China holds 
considerable sway.

“The entire world wants to se-
cure these supply chains which 
are key for humanity’s future,” 
Modi said.

The US ambassador to In-
dia, Sergio Gor, said the open-
ing marked “India’s entry into 
the global semiconductor supply 
chain as a manufacturer nation”.

“This is just the beginning,” 
Gor said.

India likely to see above-average temperatures in March
India  is  likely  to  experience above-average 
temperatures  across  most regions in March following 
a warmer-than-usual February,  the weather off ice 
 said on Saturday. Both maximum  and minimum  

temperatures are expected to remain above average 
 in most  areas  during March, Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, 
director-general of the  India Meteorological 
Department, said.  (Reuters)



By Yoruk Bahceli
Reuters

An AI productivity 
boom, if it materialises, 
may help buy major 
economies more 

time to clean up their strained 
public fi nances, economists say, 
 although it won’t do the heavy 
lifting.

The stakes couldn’t be higher. 
Debt is above 100% of output 
across most rich economies  and 
set to rise given ageing population 
costs, interest  bills and pressure 
to spend more on defence and 
climate change.

US policymakers are already 
optimistic on AI-driven 
growth and economists  say the 
technology has the potential to 
shake the world out of  a post-
2008 productivity slump by 
boosting workers’ effi  ciency and 
freeing  them to focus on more 
productive tasks.

Higher economic growth would 
make government spending 
and debt loads potentially more 
manageable and help fend off  
scrutiny from bond vigilantes.

To sketch the impact on public 
fi nances if AI does boost labour 
productivity over the long term, 
the OECD and three high-profi le 
economists shared early estimates 
with Reuters.

Filiz Unsal, the OECD’s deputy 
director of economic policy and 
research, said an AI productivity 
surge, were it to increase 
employment, would lower debt 
across OECD countries, from 
the US to Germany and Japan, 
by 10 percentage points from 
the roughly 150% of output the 
organisation expects in 2036.

That would still be a sharp rise 
from 110% currently.

Much will depend on whether 
job creation eventually outweighs 
any job losses from automation, 
as well as whether fi rms pass on 
higher profi ts by raising wages 

and how governments manage 
their overall  spending.

In the United States, two of the 
other economists projected debt 
rising more slowly to roughly 
120% over the next decade from 
around 100% of output now in 
their best-case scenarios. One 
saw little change.

“Productivity is like magic... 
It helps the fi scal dynamics 
dramatically,” said Idanna Appio, 
one of the economists, who 
was previously at  the New York 
Federal Reserve and is now a fund 
manager at First Eagle  Investment 
Management.

“But our fi scal problems are 
well beyond what productivity 
can fi x,” Appio said.

DEMOGRAPHICS TO LIMIT 
AI IMPACT

For now,  ratings agency S&P 
assumes no major public fi nance 
impact by the end of the decade.

“The one (path) that the (US) 
administration is hoping for 
would be you get saved by the 
bell,” said Mark Patrick, head 
of macro and country risk at 
Teachers Insurance and Annuity 
Association of America, but 
added: that isn’t “something we 
can set our clocks by.”

The economists did not provide 
estimates for other countries. 
However, AI could boost 
productivity in Britain in line 
with the US, but by half as much 
in Italy and Japan due to lower 
adoption rates and smaller sectors 
that could benefi t from AI, OECD 
research has found.

Ultimately, fi scal dynamics will 
determine how much AI-driven 

productivity can counterbalance 
rising debt. Demographics is the 
biggest challenge.

“The root of the debt issue is 
with ageing demographics and 
the entitlements that are tied 
to that,” said Kevin Khang, who 
heads global economic research at 
Vanguard, the world’s second-
largest asset manager.

Addressing it “requires getting 
the fi scal house in order and (AI 
is) just buying us the  time,” he 
said.

Khang sees a scenario where AI 
 boosts US growth to average 3% 
through 2040 as most likely. The 
Fed sees potential growth around 
2%.

He estimates higher growth 
and tax revenues would slow US 
debt growth to around 120% of 
output by the late 2030s. That’s 
much lower than the 180% he 
foresees - higher than others - if 
AI disappoints, growth slows and 
market pressure raises borrowing 
costs.

Bond investors have been quick 
to punish governments for fi scal 
largesse ever since bond yields 
rose sharply after the pandemic 
across rich economies.

Appio said declining US 
immigration added to the 
demographic challenge.

“The labour shock off sets any 
(AI) productivity growth,” she 
said, but added she would be 
much more worried without AI.

UNCERTAINTY AROUND  
TAX, SPENDING

Economy-wide productivity 
gains should raise revenues. 
But if AI reduces employment 

or competition, and profi ts 
and capital - often taxed less 
than labour - see most benefi t, 
revenues could disappoint.

On the spending side, public 
sector effi  ciency gains could help 
costs,  but the risk is spending 
rising alongside growth.

That’s why Kent Smetters, 
director of the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Penn Wharton 
Budget Model analysis group, 
expects a tiny impact on US debt 
in a decade.

Even if growth is higher than 
he currently expects, that would 
still have little impact on curbing 
social security, which makes 
up a fi fth of federal spending, 
because claims are indexed 
to average wages, Smetters 
said. Other labour costs the 
government covers would also 
rise if productivity raises private 
sector wages, he added. “It’s 
very important to see whether 
wages are going to increase,” the 
OECD’s Unsal said, adding that 
wage growth was more likely if AI 
doesn’t increase employment.

There are of course debt costs, 
which will depend on whether 
productivity raises real interest 
rates, a debate already emerging 
at the Fed, and how long growth 
outpaces any rise, economists 
said.

Clearly, they don’t have crystal 
balls. A shock  could quickly 
upend this debate. A recession 
could  mean “the AI boom may 
not come quick enough before the 
market gets nervous about the 
fi scal trajectory,” said Barclays’ 
global head of economics research 
Christian Keller.

On paper, American consumers spent last year tightening  their 
belts, and even retail heavyweights stumbled.

But sit-down restaurants and some drive-through chains buzzed 
with  patrons seeking a special treat or cheap  comfort food. Their 
upbeat sales made the US restaurant industry a rare bright spot for 
 jobs, with restaurant payrolls ticking up 1% last year,  adding about 
108,000 jobs, according to the Bureau  of Labour Statistics.

In contrast, the overall US economy added 181,000 non-farm 
jobs in 2025, marking the weakest annual payroll growth in 20 years 
outside a recession year.

Success among restaurants was not evenly spread, though.
Corporate fi lings show that eateries such as Brinker’s Chili’s, Yum 

Brands’ Taco Bell and fast-growing coff ee chain Dutch Bros lured 
customers by aggressively marketing bundled deals, leaning into 
digital innovation and limited-time off ers, and focusing on high-
margin, Instagrammable food.

But previous darlings like Chipotle and Cava were hurt by what 
analysts call the “slop-bowl fatigue” — growing weariness among 
younger consumers with high-priced, customisable grain or salad 
bowls.

Tempe, Arizona-based Dutch Bros and its franchisees added 
roughly 8,000 employees  in the last two years, a 33% increase, the 
company said.

“We have a healthy pipeline of growth,” CEO Christine Barone 
told Reuters after the company’s earnings in February. The brand, 
which serves customisable beverages, is a hit with younger 
consumers, Barone  said.

A similar story is playing out at another chain that, like Dutch  
Bros, sells more treats than meals.

Ice cream chain Whit’s Frozen Custard has grown  its payroll by 
up to 40% a year for the past two years, said owner Bill Aseere, to 
keep up with rapid growth. It now has stores in 93 locations across 
10 states and some 15 to 20 employees per store. Amanda Wang, 
co-founder of fast-growing Chinese beverage chain Ningji Lemon 
Tea — part of a tidal wave of Chinese tea brands coming to the US 

— said her chain’s new 
restaurants in the US were 
buoyed by demand among 
price-weary consumers for 
aff ordable indulgences.

Tea “off ers that little bit 
of happiness,” she said. 
As a whole, the restaurant 
industry grew payrolls even 
as it weathers depressed 
traffi  c and rising labour 
costs, analysts say, thanks 
in part to menu price 
increases. Menu prices 
at restaurants grew 4.1% 

in 2025  compared to grocery infl ation of 2.3%, according  to the 
Federal Reserve Bank of St Louis. A deeper look at 2025 payroll data 
shows the diff erence in fortunes between types of restaurants: staff  
headcount at snack and non-alcoholic beverage restaurants grew 
3.6% in 2025 and those at sit-down restaurants rose 1%. But fast-
food payrolls grew only 0.4%, while cafeterias and buff et payrolls 
shrank 3.9%. “At the end of the day, people want go out to eat and 
celebrate those big occasions,” said Chad Moutray, an economist at 
the National Restaurant Association, referring to resilient spending 
at sit-down restaurants.

“Consumers might be pulling back from vacations, but they still 
prioritise eating out.” The payroll data and Moutray’s comments 
underscore what the industry calls  the “lipstick eff ect” — consumers 
tightened their budgets, cancelling expensive trips and postponing 
big-ticket purchases, but treated themselves to an indulgent meal, 
coff ee or dessert. 

Brinker’s reported 23% growth in its hourly restaurant staff  
between fi scal years 2024 and 2025, according to SEC fi lings, though 
it indicated that a growing share of its employees were part-time. 
Darden, the parent company of sit-down restaurants like Olive 
Garden and LongHorn Steakhouse, increased staff  for fi scal 2025 
by about 3.8%. Most national restaurant chains are franchised and 
do not report total employment fi gures among franchisees, but 
Chipotle and Starbucks, which operate the majority of their own 
stores, reported slight declines in total headcount for fi scal year 
2025. While cascades of tariff  announcements  have forced other 
industries to  raise prices and reroute sourcing, restaurant owners 
have only faced the tariff s impacting narrow categories like cup 
packaging and Chinese Sichuan peppers. — Reuters
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What AI windfall? Debt will 
still weigh on big economies

AI productivity boom would slow developed economy    
      debt growth - OECD, economists project
Demographics remain the biggest challenge
Tax and spend implications uncertain
S&P not forecasting major impact on public finances yet

Artificial Intelligence (AI) letters and robot hand are placed on a computer motherboard in this illustration. (Reuters)

Restaurant hiring
in US surges as
spending rises

Demand 
for cheap 
indulgences
boosted growth 
at beverage
chains, sit-down 
restaurants
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Belgium said yesterday that 
its special forces had board-
ed and seized an oil tanker 

from the “shadow fl eet” Russia 
uses to circumvent Western sanc-
tions over the war in Ukraine, in 
an overnight operation.

The Belgian government said 
the vessel was intercepted in the 
North Sea, with aerial support 

from French military helicopters.
Defence Minister Theo Franck-

en said the tanker was escorted to 
the port of Zeebrugge after being 
intercepted in Belgium’s exclusive 
economic zone.

Prosecutors identifi ed the ship, 
which was said to be on its way 
back to Russia, as the “Ethera”.

A spokeswoman for the Belgian 
federal prosecutor’s offi  ce said the 
ship captain, a Russian national, 
was being questioned by investi-
gators.

The tanker fl ew the fl ag of Guin-
ea, but an on-board inspection 
confi rmed suspicions that it was 
sailing under a false fl ag, the offi  ce 
said, adding that authorities have 
opened a criminal investigation.

“If a ship sails under a false fl ag, 
this means that it does not comply 
with several international regula-
tions,” the statement added.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron confi rmed on X that his 
country’s naval forces assisted in 
the operation, calling it a “ma-

jor blow” to Russia’s so-called 
“shadow fl eet”.

The Belgian defence ministry 
said the seized tanker was on the 
European Union’s sanctions list.

The EU has blacklisted hun-
dreds of vessels in a bid to sap 
Moscow’s war chest.

“Sanctions only matter if they 
are enforced. Today, we enforced 
them,” Foreign Minister Maxime 
Prevot, who is also Belgium’s 
deputy prime minister, said on X.

The operation was carried out 

alongside Belgium’s G7, Nordic 
and Baltic partners and in co-
ordination with France, he added.

Russia’s embassy in Belgium 
said it had not been offi  cially noti-
fi ed of the tanker’s detention, nor 
informed about the nationality of 
its crew.

“The embassy is currently tak-
ing the necessary steps to deter-
mine whether there are Russian 
citizens on board and to ensure 
their legal rights if confi rmed,” it 
said in a Telegram post.

Belgium intercepts, seizes Russian ‘shadow fl eet’ tanker
AFP/Reuters
Brussels

Animal activists have been 
turning up the heat on 
Milan Fashion Week to 

adopt a fully fur-free policy, 
with dozens of protesters dem-
onstrating outside the Giorgio 
Armani show yesterday.

Although the Armani Group 
went fur-free a decade ago, ac-
tivists hope the powerful luxury 
company can pressure the Na-
tional Chamber of Italian Fash-
ion (CNMI), which organises 
fashion week, to disallow brands 
which use fur from participat-
ing.

Yesterday’s demonstration 
was one of several protests car-
ried out this week in Milan by 
international anti-fur activists 
organised under the Coalition to 
Abolish the Fur Trade (CAFT).

Behind a barricade and large 
banner saying “Milan Fash-
ion Week Go Fur-Free”, activ-
ists with a megaphone yelled 
“Shame on you for what you 
do!” as Armani guests left the 
show.

Use of fur in the global fashion 
industry has dramatically fallen 
in recent years due to concerns 
about animal cruelty, changing 
trends and new synthetic alter-
natives.

However, there remain no-
table holdouts, such as Fendi, 
owned by French conglomerate 
LVMH, a storied Italian luxury 
brand whose roots are in fur.

Pierre-Emmanuel An-
geloglou, the chief executive of 
Fendi, sits on the board of di-
rectors of the CNMI along with 

brands like Dolce & Gabbana, 
Prada and Ermenegildo Zegna, 
which have already rejected fur.

Campaigners hope the anti-
fur designers can convince Milan 
Fashion Week to ban fur, as Lon-
don and New York have done.

Smaller fashion weeks, in-
cluding in Berlin, Copenhagen 
and Amsterdam, have also gone 
fur-free.

“It won’t be Fendi that helps 
us reach our goal, because they 
have no interest in pushing this 
issue forward, but other brands 
might be able to contribute,” Al-
berto Bianchi, 25, one of the pro-
test’s organisers, told AFP.

The CNMI did not respond to 
an AFP request for comment.

The activists had demonstrat-
ed on Wednesday outside Fendi’s 

Milan headquarters where its 
runway show took place.

Inside, newly seated designer 
Maria Grazia Chiuri showed a 
collection that included “re-
modelled” furs, or old furs re-
worked.

Bianchi said that focus on re-
cycling could possibly be seen as 
“a step forward” but cautioned 
that LVMH is still actively in-
vesting in the use of fur.

“I see it as a one-off  move 
maybe to do a bit of greenwash-
ing,” he said. “As long as we still 
have fur farms in Europe and 
we still have the possibility of 
importing it, it’s a gesture that 
doesn’t change the underlying 
idea.”

The coalition won a victory in 
late January when pressure cam-

paigns led to shipping giant DHL 
and cosmetics company Wella 
withdrawing as sponsors of Mi-
lan Fashion Week.

Later this month, the Euro-
pean Commission is expected to 
rule on a 2023 citizens’ initiative 
that called on the EU to ban fur 
farms and the killing of animals 
such as mink, foxes, raccoon 
dogs or chinchillas solely for 
their pelts.

Activists cite the cruelty in-
herent in fur farming, in which 
the animals are crammed into 
tiny wire battery cages before 
being gassed or electrocuted.

Milan Fashion Week ends 
today, with focus now turning 
to Paris Fashion Week – which 
similarly does not have an anti-
fur policy.

Activists pressure Milan Fashion Week over fur
AFP
Milan

Protesters hold signs reading ‘Ban fur’ ahead of the Giorgio Armani 
Women’s Ready-to-Wear Fall/Winter 2026-27 collection fashion show 
as part of the Milan Fashion Week, in Milan yesterday. – AFP

Right: A model presents a creation for Giorgio Armani for the 
Women’s Ready-to-Wear Fall/Winter 2026-27 collection fashion show  
in Milan. – AFP

The secret conclave that 
elected Pope Leo head of 
the Catholic Church last 

May was interrupted when one 
of the 133 cardinals involved was 
found carrying a cellphone, a 
massive security breach, a book 
released yesterday revealed.

As the clerics were preparing 
to take their fi rst vote inside the 
Vatican’s Sistine Chapel, which 
was fi tted with jamming equip-
ment to prevent outside commu-
nications, security offi  cials picked 
up the signal of an active mobile 
connection.

The cardinals stared at each 
other incredulously, then one of 
the older clerics discovered he had 
a phone in his pocket and handed 
it over, according to The Elec-
tion of Pope Leo XIV, a new book 
by two long-time Vatican corre-
spondents.

The book does not name the 
cardinal or suggest he had any 
motive for keeping his phone, 
saying that the moment left him 
“disoriented and distressed”.

The scene was “unimaginable 
even for a fi lm and never before 
seen in the history of modern 
conclaves”, wrote the authors, 
Gerard O’Connell and Elisabetta 
Pique.

One such fi lm, the 2024 hit 
Conclave, imagined a tangled web 
of intrigues during the fi ctional 
selection of a pontiff .

Last year’s unprecedented dis-
covery of a phone was in its own 

way more startling than any-
thing portrayed in that movie, 
O’Connell told Reuters.

“Reality (was) better than fi c-
tion,” he said.

Clerics taking part in a con-
clave take a vow not to commu-
nicate with the outside world and 
surrender their phones and all 
other communication devices for 
the duration of the proceedings, 
which can last for days.

The Vatican press offi  ce did not 
respond to a request for comment 
about the new book, which off ers 
behind-the-scenes details of one 
of the world’s most secretive elec-
tions.

The cardinals met in a two-day 
conclave from May 7-8 under an 
intense global spotlight to elect 
a successor to Pope Francis, who 
died in April after 12 years leading 
the 1.4bn-member church.

Much of the speculation at the 
time focused on the possibil-
ity that the cardinals would elect 
a new pontiff  from Asia or Af-
rica, given that the conclave was 
the most geographically diverse 
in history, with clerics from 70 
countries taking part.

However, no candidate from 
those regions garnered much sup-
port, according to the book, which 
discloses details of the cardinals’ 
votes for the fi rst time based on 
information from interviews with 
participating clerics.

While it is strictly forbidden 
for cardinals to reveal details of 
the secret balloting at a conclave 
without permission from the fu-
ture pope, it is common for jour-
nalists to slowly tease out infor-

mation from clerics in the years 
afterward.

Two candidates immediately 
emerged as frontrunners inside 
the conclave, the book said.

One was Italian Cardinal Pietro 
Parolin, a long-time Vatican offi  -
cial identifi ed by many outlets as 
a leading favourite.

The other was US Cardinal 
Robert Prevost, a figure who was 
mostly unknown outside church 
circles but would emerge as Pope 
Leo, the first pontiff from the 
US.

On the fi rst vote in the con-
clave, held in the evening of May 7, 
Prevost already received between 
20-30 votes, an unusually large 
number, according to the book.

Philippine Cardinal Luis Anto-
nio Tagle, who was also seen as a 
favourite going into the election, 
only ever received fewer than 10 
votes in the conclave.

On the fourth ballot in the af-
ternoon of May 8, Prevost won 
with 108 votes.

Tagle was sitting next to 
Prevost as the fi nal vote was being 
tallied and off ered the future pope 
a cough drop to soothe his throat, 
the book said.

Cardinal ‘found with phone’ during secret conclave to elect Pope Leo
By Joshua McElwee
Reuters

Pope Leo XIV signs a soccer ball during a visit to a parish in Rome 
yesterday. – Reuters

Explosions were heard in the 
Afghan capital Kabul yes-
terday, AFP journalists said, 

with the Taliban government say-
ing that they were responding to 
aerial Pakistan attacks.

A spokesman for Afghanistan’s 
defence ministry said that “air 
defence strikes were carried out 
against Pakistani aircraft in Ka-
bul”.

Months of cross-border clashes 
have fl ared again since Thursday, 
when Afghanistan launched an 
off ensive along the frontier, with 
Pakistani forces hitting back on 
the border and from the skies.

The renewed violence came 
after Afghan residents and offi  -
cials said troops from both coun-
tries had been battling along the 
border, with the fi ghting coming 
alongside multiple strikes includ-
ing the former US air base at Ba-
gram.

Earlier, residents in multiple 
areas bordering Pakistan told AFP 
of fi ghting, while the Afghan gov-
ernment said three people were 
killed overnight in drone strikes 
and shelling.

North of the capital Kabul, air 
strikes “hit Bagram air base”, ac-
cording to a resident who AFP is 
not naming for security reasons.

A second resident said “it was 
very strong, which shook the area. 
There was smoke and fi re coming 
out north of the airport”, describ-
ing the dawn raid as “very terrify-
ing”.

The provincial spokesman, Fazl 
ul-Rahim Maskin Yar, said Paki-
stani jets “attempted to bomb” the 
base, but there were no casualties 
or damage.

Pakistan acknowledged bomb-
ing key cities on Friday, includ-
ing Kabul and Kandahar, which is 
home to Afghanistan’s supreme 
leader, but has not commented on 
yesterday’s strikes.

The presence of security forces 
was boosted in central Kabul yes-
terday evening, with increased 
checks on cars, an AFP journalist 
said.

Before dawn, AFP journalists in 
the capital had heard an explosion 
followed by successive gunfi re, 
with Taliban government spokes-
man Zabihullah Mujahid saying 
anti-aircraft fi re was being shot at 
Pakistani planes.

Drones were also heard by an AFP 
journalist in the border province of 
Khost, while in Jalalabad city – be-
tween Kabul and the border – an 
AFP photographer saw a jet.

The Afghan government’s 
deputy spokesman, Hamdullah 
Fitrat, said that Pakistani fi re had 
killed 36 civilians across multiple 
provinces since Thursday, which 
Islamabad has not commented on.

At Torkham border crossing – a 
key gateway for Afghans returning 
from Pakistan – overnight fi ght-
ing was reported by the Nangarhar 
province information department.

The spokesman for a military 
unit reported heavy fi ghting over-
night in Paktia province.

Afghan offi  cials said Thursday’s 
border off ensive was a response to 
earlier air strikes that killed civil-
ians, which Pakistan said targeted 
militants.

Islamabad accuses Afghanistan 
of failing to act against militant 
groups that carry out attacks in 
Pakistan, which the Taliban gov-
ernment rejects. – AFP

Explosions 
heard in 
Kabul as 
conflict with 
Pakistan 
intensifies

Overnight 
missile attacks 
on Ukraine hit 
3-year high in 
February, AFP 
analysis shows
AFP
Kyiv

Russia fi red more missiles at 
Ukraine in February than 
in any other month since 

at least the beginning of 2023 
in overnight strikes, targeting 
Ukrainian energy infrastructure 
in particular, an AFP analysis 
showed yesterday.

Russian forces launched 288 
missiles at Ukraine in February, 
an increase of around 113% com-
pared to the 135 missiles launched 
in January, according to an AFP 
analysis of daily fi gures provided 
by the Ukrainian air force.

This is the highest number of 
missiles launched at night in a sin-
gle month against Ukraine since 
Kyiv’s air force started routinely 
publishing statistics at the begin-
ning of 2023.

The previous record was set 
in October 2025, when, accord-
ing to Kyiv, the Russian mili-
tary launched 270 missiles at the 
country.

As the harshest winter in years 
gripped Ukraine, heating and 
power outages triggered by Rus-
sian strikes have plunged hun-
dreds of thousands into cold and 
darkness, sparking the most dire 
energy crisis since the beginning 
of the invasion launched in Febru-
ary 2022.

Moscow has targeted the 
Ukrainian energy grid for the 
fourth consecutive winter, as part 
of a strategy aimed at weakening 
the Ukrainian civilian population, 
Kyiv and its allies said.

“Despite everything, Ukrain-
ians made it through this diffi  cult 
winter,” Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky said on social 
media as the country marked its 
traditional fi rst day of spring on 
March 1.

“Over the three months of win-
ter, Russians launched more than 
14,670 guided aerial bombs, 738 
missiles, and nearly 19,000 attack 
drones – most of them Russian-
Iranian ‘shaheds’ – against our 
people,” Zelensky said.

Across the country, rolling 
power cuts have remained in place 
to mitigate electricity shortages.

In 2024, the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) in The 
Hague issued arrest warrants for 
top Russian army offi  cials for 
the “war crime of causing exces-
sive” harm to civilians by striking 
Ukrainian energy sites.

In February, Russia launched 
5,059 long-range drones during its 
nighttime pummelling of Ukrain-
ian cities and towns – an increase 
of around 13% compared to Janu-
ary.

In retaliation, Kyiv regularly 
sends its own drones to strike 
Russian oil depots and refi neries 
in an attempt to cut off  the key 
fossil fuel revenues that fi nance 
the Kremlin’s war eff ort.

Demonstrations against the US-
Israeli bombing campaign in Iran 
turned violent in Pakistan yes-

terday with at least 23 protesters killed, 
including 10 in the port of Karachi where 
security guards at the US consulate fired 
on demonstrators who breached the outer 
wall.

Earlier, a Karachi hospital toll seen by 
AFP listed nine people as having died from 
gunshot wounds.

Eleven were killed in the northern city of 
Skardu where the crowd torched a UN of-
fi ce, and two died in Islamabad.

Protesters in Karachi chanted “Death to 

America! Death to Israel!” at the consulate, 
where Reuters reporters heard gunfi re and 
saw tear gas fi red in surrounding streets.

“We don’t need anything in Pakistan that 
is linked with the US,” a protester, Sabir 
Hussain, told AFP.

Consulate security staff  opened fi re at a 
crowd who were pushed back after breach-
ing the outer security layer, said Sukhdev 
Assardas Hemnani, a local government 
spokesman.

The demonstrators also set a vehicle 
ablaze outside the main gate and clashed 
with police, he said.

“We are in constant touch with consulate 
offi  cials. They are all safe,” Hemnani added.

The US embassy in Islamabad said in a 
post on X that it was monitoring reports of 
demonstrations and advised US citizens to 

observe good personal security practices.
The consulate in Karachi and embassy in 

Islamabad did not respond to Reuters re-
quests for further comment.

Thirty-four people were injured, police 
said.

Karachi’s Civil Hospital said all those 
killed and injured were hit with gunshots.

The provincial government of Sindh or-
dered an inquiry.

Skardu, where the UN building was set 
ablaze, is in Gilgit Baltistan in the north.

“A large number of protesters have gath-
ered outside the UN offi  ce and burned down 
the building,” local government spokesper-
son Shabbir Mir told Reuters.

The fi gure of 11 killed was provided by a 
government offi  cial and an intelligence of-
fi cial, both on condition of anonymity.

Protesters also took to the streets in other 
parts of Pakistan.

In the central city of Lahore, police said 
hundreds gathered outside the US consu-
late. There were some small-scale clashes 
with police, who fi red tear gas.

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi urged 
protesters to remain peaceful.

“We stand with you,” he said, adding that 
every Pakistani was as grief-stricken as the 
people of Iran.

In the capital Islamabad, all roads leading 
to the Red Zone, which houses diplomatic 
missions were blocked to traffi  c, police said.

Police fi red tear gas and live bullets when 
thousands of protesters tried to march to-
ward the diplomatic enclave, killing two 
and injuring nearly 10, two offi  cials said on 
condition of anonymity.

23 protestors killed in Pakistan as 
emotions run high after Iran attack
Reuters/AFP
Karachi



A family physician from Pri-
mary Health Care Corpora-
tion (PHCC), Dr Rand Sal-

wan  Abood, has highlighted that 
as families celebrate Garangao, it 
is essential to prioritise children’s 
health, particularly regarding the 
high intake of sweets and nuts.

Garangao is a cherished tradi-
tional event in Qatar and the Gulf 
region, celebrated on the 15th 
night of Ramadan. It is a beautiful 
occasion where children, dressed 
in traditional attire, visit neigh-
bours to collect sweets and nuts. 
This celebration honours children 
who have fasted the fi rst half of 
the month and encourages them 
to complete the remaining days.

While the origins of the name are 
debated — ranging from being de-
rived from the Arabic phrase “Qur-
rat Al-Ayn” (delight of the eye) to 
representing the sound of children 
knocking on doors—the spirit of the 
event remains rooted in joy. 

“In my practice as a family phy-
sician, I have observed an increase 
in cases of digestive upset, aller-
gic reactions, and food poisoning 
during and immediately after Ga-

rangao,” said Dr Abood. She sug-
gest various tips such as modera-
tion to limit the quantity of sweets 
consumed to prevent digestive is-
sues such as diarrhoea, vomiting, 
or potential food poisoning.

According to the physician, 
sugar intake should be managed 
as excessive sugar consumption 

contributes to dental cavities, hy-
peractivity, and long-term health 
risks like obesity. She advises 
not to off er nuts to children with 
known allergies as nuts can exac-
erbate skin allergies or asthma.

According to the physician, 

people must avoid giving whole 
nuts to children under three years 
old to prevent choking. If off ered, 
they should be fi nely ground and 
consumed under direct parental 
supervision, provided the child 
can chew and swallow safely.

She also said that good oral hy-
giene is crucial. Children should 
brush their teeth thoroughly 
after consuming sweets to pre-
vent tooth decay. She suggest-
ed to replace highly processed 
sweets with homemade treats like 

Maamoul or light cookies made 
with less sugar and choose fresh 
and dried fruits as they are excel-
lent, nutrient-dense alternatives 
to sugary snacks.

Dr Abood advised to avoid col-
ourful, highly processed candies 
containing artifi cial dyes, as they 
can negatively impact a child’s 
health and behaviour and make 
sure to purchase nuts and sweets 
from reliable sources. 

Prompt medical attention is nec-
essary in situations such as chok-
ing by calling 999 immediately 
and providing fi rst aid. She recom-
mends that all parents complete a 
certifi ed fi rst-aid course provided 
by health institutions in Qatar.

“The “golden rule” is bal-
ance. By practising moderation 
and making conscious, healthy 
choices, we can allow our children 
to enjoy the festivities safely. Ga-
rangao is more than just an event 
for collecting candy; it is a won-
derful opportunity to foster fam-
ily bonds, cultivate the spirit of 
generosity, and teach our children 
the importance of moderation and 
healthy habits,” added Dr Abood.
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QRCS boosts medical services 
in Sudan’s River Nile State
The representation offi  ce of the Qa-

tar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) in 
Sudan has completed comprehen-

sive maintenance and rehabilitation works 
at the Jabalab Health Centre in River Nile 
State, with a view to supporting healthcare 
services and ensuring the continuity of es-
sential medical care in Jabalab and neigh-
bouring villages.

The three-phase project involved main-
tenance of premises and mechanical, elec-
trical, and plumbing (MEP) rehabilitation.

Some essential medical equipment was 
also procured, including a complete blood 
count (CBC) analyser, a renal function 
analysis meter, and a glycated haemoglob-
in (HbA1c) analyser.

As part of the project, the centre was 
fully furnished with offi  ce furniture, chairs, 
cabinets, and hospital beds, which would 
improve operational effi  ciency and enable 
health care providers to better serve patients.

Dr Salah al-Din Daak, head of the 
QRCS’s representation offi  ce in Sudan, 
visited the Sudanese Red Crescent Society 
(SRCS), held a meeting with its president 
Abdulrahman Belaid, and congratulated 
the new secretary-general, Ahmed al-
Tayeb Solaiman, on his position.

The meeting discussed the bilateral 
technical agreement and the ongoing and 
planned projects.

They emphasised the importance of 
continued humanitarian co-ordination.

Regarding relocation to Khartoum, Dr 
Daak revealed plans to return to the capital 
in April.

QRCS secretary-general (Relief and 
International Development) Mohamed 
Bader al-Sada stressed that international 
health projects are important.

“Health is our true wealth in life,” he 
stated. “Everyone must see a doctor for 
diagnosis and medical care. When illness 
strikes, it weakens the body, diminishes 
strength, and prevents one from going to 
work and practising one’s normal life.”

“That is why the QRCS allocates much 
of its humanitarian activities every year for 
supporting the health systems in the less 
fortunate countries, with a view to build-

ing the capacity of their health facilities, 
improving the quality of medical services, 
and expanding the outreach to remotely 
located and underserved communities,” he 
added.

According to the ‘Paths of Benevolence’ 
guide issued by the QRCS as part of its 
“Keep Your Balance of Good Deeds Alive 
Ramadan Campaign 1447 AH”, a total of 57 
health projects will be implemented dur-
ing 2026.

At a total cost of QR85,618,656, these 
projects will serve 2,008,713 benefi ciar-
ies in 11 countries: Palestine (Gaza and the 

West Bank), Yemen, Syria, Sudan, Soma-
lia, Niger, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Leba-
non, Jordan, and Mauritania.

In 2025, the QRCS implemented 76 
health projects, totalling QR53,946,918, 
benefiting 2,010,460 people in 12 coun-
tries: Bangladesh, Palestine (Gaza and 
the West Bank), Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Sudan, Somalia, Yemen, Mauritania, 
Egypt, Afghanistan, and Niger.

To make these projects a reality that 
helps improve public health and treat 
diseases in vulnerable communities, 
the QRCS welcomes donations from 

charity payers via its website (https://
qrcs.qa/cc), mobile app (https://qrcs.
qa/apps), donor service (66666364), 
home donation collection (33998898), 
or bank transfer as follows: QNB (IBAN: 
QA21QNBA000000000850020196062), 
QIIB (IBAN: QA66QI-
IB000000001111126666003), 
Al Rayan Bank (IBAN: QA18MA-
FR000000000011199980003), 
Dukhan Bank (IBAN: QA-
37BRWA000000000200000094340), 
or QIB (IBAN: QA-
51QISB000000000110575190014).

By Peter Alagos
Business Editor

Qatar’s retail industry “con-
tinues to operate smoothly” 
despite regional tensions fol-

lowing Iran’s coordinated missile at-
tacks on Gulf countries, stated a top 
executive of LuLu, who ensured that 
food supplies and essential goods here 
“remain fully available.”

Dr Mohamed Althaf, LuLu Group 
Global director, underscored Qatar’s 
resilience, describing it as a “very re-
sourceful country.” However, he cau-
tioned that “the only real threats are 
panic and misinformation, which can 
undermine any national strategy.”

Dr Althaf acknowledged the seri-
ousness of the situation, but at the 
same time, lauded Qatar’s prepared-
ness: “I would not say that everything 
is normal. 

“However, historically, Qatar has 
demonstrated strong preparedness and 
eff ective defence capabilities. Over the 
last couple of days, we have witnessed 
this without any major casualties.”

He also emphasised that this re-
silience has prevented disruptions 
in daily life and commercial activ-
ity. “Normally, in such situations, the 
movement of goods and personnel 
becomes diffi  cult. But if you visit any 
commercial establishment now, you 
will see that operations remain normal 
and undisturbed.

“At present, I believe retail opera-
tions are continuing smoothly. Our 
supply chains are functioning, and an-
yone visiting a shop will fi nd full access 
to essentials. Supplies have been fully 
maintained so far,” reassured Dr Althaf 

during an interview with Gulf Times 
yesterday.

Highlighting logistics as the pri-
mary risk in times of geopolitical 
tension, Dr Althaf explained: “In any 
geopolitical tension, especially of 
this nature, the primary risk lies in 
logistics — shipping routes, freight, 
and transit timelines. These are areas 
we are closely monitoring, and we are 
preparing contingency plans wher-
ever possible.

“It is well known that some of the 
countries involved are critical sources 
for Qatar. But our strategy and infra-
structure are already in place. By in-
frastructure, I mean robust storage ca-
pacity and related facilities, which help 
mitigate risks.”

While disruptions cannot be ruled 
out, Dr Althaf underscored the re-
silience of food supply chains, cit-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic, the Suez 
Canal crisis, or past tensions in the 

Strait of Hormuz and the Red Sea.
“These situations have shown that 

food supply chains are resilient. They 
recalibrate quickly. Unlike major ship-
ments where security concerns can 
halt movement, food continues to 
fl ow. So, I am confi dent that, at least 
for now, we do not foresee any uncon-
trollable circumstances,” Dr Althaf 
pointed out.

Dr Althaf shared with this paper ex-
cerpts from a letter that he communi-
cated to his offi  ce yesterday, where he 
called for calmness and vigilance, and 
reassured the group’s preparedness in 
addressing food supply and essential 
needs.

“At LuLu, we would like to reassure 
the community that our stores remain 
fully stocked, supply chains are oper-
ating normally, and we continue to op-
erate 24 hours to ensure uninterrupted 
access to food and essential goods.

“We encourage everyone to remain 
calm and rely only on offi  cial sources 
of information. Qatar may be a small 
nation, but it has a big heart — and 
will take every measure to ensure that 
all residents and citizens are protected 
and cared for,” it stated.

Refl ecting on past experience, Dr 
Althaf explained to Gulf Times that the 
challenge during the Covid-19 pan-
demic in Qatar was “last-mile delivery 
and staffi  ng — a problem that does not 
exist now.”

He added: “Stores are full. Everyone 
here — residents and citizens alike — 
will be treated well without discrimi-
nation. We have historical examples 
to draw from. In Covid-19, everyone 
was cared for, and I am confi dent Qatar 
is capable of protecting all its people 
again.”

Qatar’s retail sector shows Qatar’s retail sector shows 
resilience amid regional resilience amid regional 
tensions, says LuLu top exectensions, says LuLu top exec

Dr Mohamed Althaf

Dr Rand Salwan Abood

PHCC physician provides tips for children’s health during Garangao

PHCC gets GSAS 
recertification for 
all its health centres

QFA postpones all sports 
events until further notice
Qatar Football Association (QFA) revealed that all sports competitions, 
championships, and matches will be postponed starting today until further 
notice. In a statement on its official website, the QFA explained that it will 
announce the resumption of the championships on a later date through its 
official platforms. (QNA)

The Primary Health 
Care Corporation 
(PHCC) continues 

to demonstrate national 
leadership in environmen-
tal sustainability and oper-
ational excellence through 
measurable improvements 
in facility management, 
operational performance, 
embedded-systems effi  -
ciency, and energy conser-
vation.

A key milestone in this 
journey is the successful 
renewal and acquisition 
of the Global Sustainability Assessment System (GSAS) certification for PHCC 
health centres under the second certification cycle, which is conducted every four 
years. The recertification framework evaluates performance across critical areas, 
including energy consumption, water efficiency, indoor environmental quality, 
and overall operational sustainability.

PHCC also holds a national record as the fi rst organisation in Qatar to have all eligible 
buildings certifi ed for GSAS compliance in 2021 by the Gulf Organisation for Research 
and Development (Gord). This achievement refl ects a consistent, organisation-wide ap-
proach that embeds the sustainability principles across all PHCC facilities.

PHCC leadership reiterates that sustainability is a continuous social responsibil-
ity guided by accountability, transparency, and integrity and is closely aligned with 
Qatar National Vision 2030. By optimising system performance and reducing energy 
consumption, PHCC directly supports National priorities for responsible resource 
management and broader sustainability objectives.

PHCC reaffi  rms its commitment to advancing its facilities in line with leading inter-
national standards, strengthening healthcare service quality, and sustaining public trust.

 QRCS renovates Jabalab Health 
Centre to boost rural care 
Project enhances medical 
services for Sudan’s remote 
communities
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