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QatarEnergy
wins Libya bid
for offshore
exploration

QatarEnergy has won an offshore
exploration licence in Libya
following the conclusion of

the ‘Libya Bid Round’, marking
QatarEnergy’s first entry into the
country’s upstream sector.

The results of the competitive

bid process, the first to be held in
Libya since 2007, were announced
yesterday by the National Oil
Corporation (NOC), awarding

the exploration and production
rights for offshore block O1to a
consortium of QatarEnergy (40%
participating interest) and Eni

(the operator, 60% participating
interest).

HE the Minister of State for Energy
Affairs, Saad bin Sherida al-Kaabi,
who is also President and CEO of
QatarEnergy, said: “We are pleased
to be awarded this exploration block
and enthusiastic about the prospects
of Libya’s offshore upstream sector
and about expanding our upstream
footprintin North Africa. “l would like
to take this opportunity to thank and
congratulate the Libyan authorities
on the success of this bid round. We
look forward to a collaborative and
productive relationship, working
alongside the Libyan authorities

and Eni to deliver a successful
exploration programme.” Located

in the offshore Sirte Basin, block O1
covers an area of approximately
29,000km? in water depths of up to
2,000m. (QNA)

Transfer of real
estate brokerage
toregulatory
authority okayed

By A Staff reporter
Doha

Chaired by Prime Minister

and Minister of Foreign Affairs

HE Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani,
the Cabinet approved the transfer
of the Real Estate Brokerage
Department from the Ministry of
Justice to the Public Authority

for Regulating Real Estate. The
move aims to unify supervision

of real estate brokerage activities
and enhance sector governance

in line with Qatar National Vision
2030. The Cabinet also approved

a memorandum of understanding
with Ireland on conducting political
consultations on issues of common
interest, and an air services
agreement with the United
Kingdom. Page 2
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Amir, Trump review major
developments in theregion

A phone call was held between
His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani
and US President Donald
Trump. During the call, the
two leaders exchanged

views on key regional and
international developments,
with particular emphasis on
the evolving situation in the
region and international efforts
to advance de-escalation

and reinforce regional peace
and security. They also

underscored the importance
of continued co-ordination

and consultation on issues

of mutual interest as well

as supporting diplomatic
efforts aimed at resolving
crises through dialogue and
peaceful means. The call
further addressed the strategic
relations between the two
friendly countries and explored
ways to further strengthen and
develop them across various
fields. (QNA)

Amir receives credentials

of four ambas

sadors
i

the Amiri Diwan yesterday the credentials of four new ambassadors
to Qatar. HH the Amir received the credentials of ambassador of Haiti
Pierre-Richard Cajuste, ambassador of Bulgaria Dimitar Mihaylov,
ambassador of Republic of the Gambia Omar Jah and ambassador of
Indonesia Syahda Guruh Langkah Samudera. (QNA) Page 2

SilTest Semiconductors

plans foray

By Santhosh V Perumal
Business Reporter

ilTest Semiconductors, a
S Germany-based deep-tech

firm specialising in AI (ar-
tificial intelligence)-driven semi-
conductor testing and automa-
tion, is establishing operations
in Qatar, where it also plans to
establish an academy to nurture
local talent.

The move marks a major step
in the company’s global expan-
sion and its entry into the Middle
East. The company, which will be
based in Qatar Science and Tech-
nology Park, will expand its work
on advanced semiconductor test
solutions, supporting custom-
ers and partners across the wider

Growa’s intelligence layer
behind Qatar’s food future

By Shaima Sheriff
Staff Reporter

t a time when food secu-
Arity dominates national

agendas, Qatar-based ag-
ritech startup Growa is not build-
ing farms, it is building the intel-
ligence system designed to power
the country’s food future.

At Web Summit Qatar 2026,
Growa’s co-founders spoke less
about crops and more about clar-
ity, arguing that the region’s big-
gest food security challenge is not
land or climate, but data.

“We're building the national
food intelligence infrastructure
for the government here in Qa-
tar, and then beyond,” said Da-
vide, co-founder and commer-
cial director of Growa. “It’s not

(From left) Co-founders Davide
Fabris, and Gabriele De Propis

just an agritech company.”

For CEO and co-founder Gabri-
ele, the issue is straightforward:
governments are still making
high-stakes food decisions with-
out precise measurements.

“Data collection at the moment
in Qatar and in the region is largely
done manually;” he said. To Page 11

into Qatar

Middle East and North Africa
region, Europe, Asia, and North
America.

The decision follows a visit to
Doha earlier in 2025 and direct
engagement with Qatar’s innova-
tion and investment ecosystem.

“After spending time in
Doha and seeing the ecosystem
firsthand, it became clear that
this is the right place to build
something lasting,” according to
Samir Saran, founder and man-
aging director of SilTest Semi-
conductors.

With the support of Invest Qa-
tar, the Qatar Financial Centre
(QFC), and the German Industry
and Commerce Office Qatar, Sil-
Test is making a long-term invest -
ment in talent, technology, and
knowledge transfer. To Page 5

By Ayman Adly
Doha

atar has established

its global position as a

soft power and major
cult powerhouse that em-
braces all forms of art whilst
upholding its rich heritage,
traditions, and culture, and
hosting prestigious interna-
tional arts events and exhibi-
tions.

Over the past year, Qatar
has poured considerable in-
vestment into culture, arts,
and festivals, reflecting a deep
commitment to preserving
its heritage, nurturing crea-
tive talent, and fostering cul-
tural exchange. Such promi-
nent status has been achieved
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Amir, Iran’s Larijani mull
bid to reduce tensions

is Highness the Amir
HSheikh Tamim bin Ha-
mad al-Thani met at his
office in the Amiri Diwan yester-
day with Secretary of Iran’s Su-
preme National Security Coun-
cil Ali Larijani as he visited the
country.
They discussed co-operation
between the two countries and
ways to support and strengthen

it, in addition to discussing de-
velopments in the region and
efforts to reduce tensions and
enhance regional security as
well as a number of regional and
international issues of common
concern.

The meeting was attended by
HE the Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman

bin Jassim al-Thani, HE the
Chief of the Amiri Diwan Abdul-
lah bin Mohammed al-Khulaifi,
and a number of senior officials.

From the Iranian side, it was
attended by Deputy Secretary
of the Supreme National Se-
curity Council Ali Bagheri, As-
sistant Foreign Minister Alibek,
and a number of senior offi-
cials. (QNA)

PM honours winners of 2nd Qatar
Government Excellence Award

Under the patronage and pres-
ence of HE the Prime Minister

and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-

1 - , | .4'—1
dF -
honour the winning ministries
and government agencies,
and to celebrate the tangible
progress they have made

rahman bin Jassim al-Thani,
the Civil Service and Govern-
ment Development Bureau
organised the second edition
of the Qatar Government

Excellence Award ceremony to

through strategic institutions,
vibrant festivals, and innova-
tive exhibitions.

Over the past 20 years, Qa-
tar Museums has developed
world class museums such as
the Museum of Islamic Art
(MIA), Mathaf: Arab Museum
of Modern Art, the National
Museum of Qatar (NMoQ),
and the 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic
and Sports Museum, among
other world class facilities that
promote and celebrate various
forms of artistic works for both
local and international artists.
Over the years, these high-end
institutions have served as ac-
tive platforms for dialogue and
creativity, promoting mutual
understanding amongst dif-
ferent cultures and peoples
through their arts productions.

in the level of institutional
performance and the quality of
government services.

The 2nd Qatar Government
Excellence Award included
seven categories, distributed

Meanwhile, initiatives such
as the Fire Station Artist in
Residence, the Tasweer Qatar
Photo Festival, and -creative
hubs such as M7 and Liwan
Design Studios have been fos-
tering emerging local talents
and connecting local artists
with international audiences,
aiming to enhance the experi-
ences of artists and help them
expand their repertoire whilst
exploring the wealth of inter-
national arts and culture they
can easily access.

In addition, Qatar has
been hosting a considerable
number of related local, re-
gional and international festi-
vals that promote arts, culture

across four main awards and
three specialised sub-awards.
The participating ministries and
government entities were dis-
tributed into competitive groups
according to the criteria of the
Qatar Government Excellence
Model.

The Qatar Government Excel-
lence Award was launched
based on Amiri Decision No. 63
of 2023, with the aim of raising
the level of quality of govern-
ment performance and encour-
aging government agencies
and employees to compete in
applying quality, development,
and excellence in performance,
by honouring the outstanding
achievements and efforts of all
categories contributing to the
realisation of Qatar National
Vision 2030. (QNA)

Where heritage meets future of global arts

How Qatar became Gulf’s beating heart of culture

and heritage whilst engaging
the public in an interactive
manner. To Page 5

A craftsman at work at Darb Al Saai, an
annual cultural festival organised by the
Ministry of Culture.
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani received at the Amiri Diwan yesterday morning the credentials of new ambassadors to Qatar.His Highness the Amir received the credentials of Haiti ambassador
Pierre-Richard Cajuste, Bulgaria ambassador Dimitar Mihaylov and Gambia ambassador Omar Jah. His Highness the Amir welcomed the new ambassadors and wished them success in their duties and for the relations
between Qatar and their countries further development and growth. For their part, the ambassadors conveyed to the Amir the greetings of their countries’ leaders and their wishes of further progress and prosperity to the
Qatari people. The ambassadors were accorded an official reception ceremony upon their arrival at the Amiri Diwan. (QNA)

Amir receives credentials of new ambassadors

Cabinet praises strategic
Qatar-Germany relations

E Prime Minister and
HMinister of Foreign Af-

fairs Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-
Thani chaired the Cabinet’s reg-
ular meeting at the Amiri Diwan
yesterday.

Following the meeting, HE
Minister of Justice and Minister
of State for Cabinet Affairs Ibra-
him bin Ali al-Mohannadi stated
the following:

At the outset of the meeting,
the Cabinet praised the results of
the talks between His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-
mad al-Thani and Chancellor of
Germany Friedrich Merz during
his official visit to Qatar on Feb 5.

The Cabinet affirmed that the
strategic relations between the
two countries, and their evolving
investment partnership, have en-
tered a new and promising phase
serving the interests of the peo-
ple, and in a way that contributes
to consolidating security, peace
and stability in the region and the
world.

This is in light of the extensive
and fruitful discussions that took
place, which included strength-
ening bilateral co-operation
in various fields, and the most
prominent regional, interna-

tional issues and developments,
in addition to the results of the
Qatari-German Business Round-
table meeting, which was held
within the framework of the Ger-
man Chancellor’s visit.

The Cabinet welcomed the
results of the seventh session of
the Joint Higher Committee for
Co-operation between Qatar and
Kuwait, which was held in Ku-
wait. The Qatari side was headed
by HE Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, while the
Kuwaiti side was headed by For-
eign Minister Sheikh Jarrah Jaber
al-Ahmad al-Sabah. The session
constituted a further step to-
wards strengthening co-opera-
tion and integration between the
two brotherly countries.

The Cabinet praised the launch
of Cabinet’s General Secretariat
2026-2030 Strategy on Sunday,
and aims to translate national
priorities into effective institu-
tional practices. This includes
enhancing the efficiency of gov-
ernment decision-making, im-
proving the regulatory environ-
ment, strengthening capacity
to respond to future challenges,
establishing the principles of
justice and transparency, and
integrating sustainability con-

siderations into policies and de-
cisions to achieving sustainable
development and the goals of the
National Development Strategy.

The Cabinet then considered
the items on its agenda, approv-
ing draft legislative instruments
related to the proposal to trans-
fer the Real Estate Brokerage
Department from the Ministry
of Justice to the Public Author-
ity for Regulating Real Estate.
The proposal aims to unify and
regulate the supervision of real
estate brokerage activities within
a specialised regulatory body in
line with the Authority’s objec-
tives and competencies, and to
enhance the governance of the
real estate sector, raise the effi-
ciency of regulating and devel-
oping related activities, achieve
institutional integration in the
practice of relevant competen-
cies, and contribute to support-
ing, sustaining and growing the
real estate market, in line with
Qatar National Vision 2030, and
in support of the objectives of
the Third National Development
Strategy.

The Cabinet decided to ap-
prove the draft memorandum of
understanding on conducting
political consultations on issues

of common interest between the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Qa-
tar and the Department of For-
eign Affairs and Trade of Ireland,
and the draft air services agree-
ment between the governments
of Qatar and the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland.

The Cabinet concluded its
meeting by reviewing four re-
ports and making the appropriate
decisions regarding them.

The first report was the results
of the work of the Permanent
Committee for Monitoring Fuel
Filling and Storage Stations, the
second was the annual report
on the achievements and work
programmes of the Qatar Gen-
eral Organisation for Standards
and Metrology for 2025, the third
on the results of the participa-
tion of Qatar delegation headed
by HE Minister of Labour in the
Web Summit and its accompany-
ing meetings (Lisbon, Nov 2025),
and lastly, a report on the results
of the participation of Qatar del-
egation headed by HE Minister of
Communications and Informa-
tion Technology in the annual
meeting of the World Economic
Forum 2026 (Davos — Jan. 2026).
(QNA)

Amir congratulates Iranian president

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, His Highness the
Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani and HE Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin
Jassim al-Thani sent cables of congratulations to President of Iran Dr
Masoud Pezeshkian on the occasion of his country’s National Day. (QNA)

PM meets Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council secretary

HE Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani met yesterday with visiting Secretary of
the Supreme National Security Council of Iran Dr Ali Larijani.

During the meeting, they discussed ongoing efforts to de-escalate tensions
in the region as well as the outcomes of the Muscat negotiations between
the US and Iran. HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
reiterated Qatar’s support for all efforts aimed at reducing tensions and
achieving peaceful solutions that enhance security and stability in the
region. His Excellency also stressed the need for concerted efforts to spare
the people of the region the consequences of escalation and highlighted
the importance of continued co-ordination with brotherly and friendly
countries to overcome differences through diplomatic means. (QNA)

Shura Council partakes in AIPU
diplomatic committee meeting

The Shura Council took part in a meeting of the temporary diplomatic
committee of the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union (AIPU), held in Cairo, Egypt,
yesterday. The Council was represented at the meeting by HE Dr Sultan

bin Hassan al-Dosari, member of the Shura Council and member of AIPU’s
temporary parliamentary diplomatic committee and Executive Committee.
HE Dr Hamda bint Hassan al-Sulaiti, deputy speaker of the Shura Council,
member of the Executive Committee of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU),
and vice-chair of the IPU Arab Group, participated via videoconference. The
meeting discussed several items on its agenda, most notably the preparation
of a draft emergency item that the Arab Group intends to submit during the
152nd IPU Assembly in Istanbul in April. Participants also reviewed proposed
amendments to the voting mechanism on emergency items during the IPU
Assembly, in addition to drafting a co-ordination agreement with the African
Group within the IPU. (QNA)
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Qatar takes partin Arab League session
to condemn Israeli measures in West Bank

atar participated in the

extraordinary session of

the Council of the League
of A tates at the level of Per-
manent Representatives, held
yesterday at the headquarters
of the General Secretariat of the
Arab League in Cairo.

The sessiono condemned the
decisions and measures adopted
by the Israeli occupation, the oc-
cupying power, aimed at alter-
ing the legal, demographic and
administrative status quo in the
occupied West Bank through the
expansion of colonial settlement
activities, the deepening of an-
nexation policies and the seizure
of the occupied West Bank, and
to discuss Arab and international
action to confront these develop-
ments.

The delegation of Qatar was
headed by Qatar’s ambassador to
Egypt and its Permanent Repre-
sentative to the League of Arab

States Sheikh Jassim bin Abdul-
rahman bin Mohammed al-Thani.

The meeting was convened at
the request submitted by Pales-
tine on Monday, to hold an ex-
traordinary session of the Coun-
cil of the League of Arab States at
the earliest possible time, in light
of the recent aggressive decisions
issued by the Israeli occupation

government aimed at expanding

colonial settlement activities,
demolishing homes, seizing pri-
vate and public lands, and trans-
ferring the municipal powers of
Hebron to the so-called “Civil
Administration” of the occupying
authorities, including actions af-
fecting the status and standing of
the Ibrahimi Mosque. (QNA)

QIIB announces first
monthly winner of ‘Joud’
Savings Account draw

IIB  has announced

the winner of the first

monthly prize for 2026
unde ‘Joud’ Savings Account,
valued at QR100,000.

This marks the first draw since
the account’s rewards were re-
structured to enhance customer
opportunities and increase the
value of the offered prizes. The
draw was held at QIIB’s head-
quarters in the presence of bank
officials and a representative
from the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry.

Talal al-Jaidah, head of Bank-
ing Products at QIIB, presented
Mohammad Abdulrahman A al-
Abdulla with a prize cheque dur-
ing a ceremony held at the bank’s
headquarters.

Al-Jaidah said, “We con-
gratulate the winner of the first
monthly prize for 2026. At QIIB,
we remain committed to re-
warding our customers by con-
tinuously improving our savings
products and adding meaning-
ful benefits that align with their
aspirations and support their fi-
nancial goals.”

He noted, “This draw marks
a fresh start following the re-
structuring of the ‘Joud’ Sav-
ings Account rewards. We have
significantly increased both the
value and appeal of the prizes
by replacing the previous single
annual prize with two annual

% e

prizes of QR1lmn each, alongside
a monthly prize of QR100,000.
This enhanced structure gives
customers more opportunities
to win and delivers real, tangible
value from their savings.”

He said, “The continued
strong demand for the ‘Joud’
Savings Account reflects our
customers’ trust in the product
and its success in meeting their
savings needs. It also reflects
QIIB’s commitment to deliver-
ing innovative banking solutions
that combine attractive returns
with rewarding incentive oppor-
tunities”

Al-Jaidah encouraged cus-
tomers to take advantage of the
benefits of the ‘Joud’ Savings
Account by increasing their bal-
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ances to boost their chances of
winning cash prizes, while also
benefiting from the profit returns
offered by the account.

The ‘Joud’ Savings Account
from QIIB is among the lead-
ing savings products in the lo-
cal market, offering customers a
wide range of benefits, including
substantial cash prizes, along
with regularly distributed profit
returns, while allowing deposits
and withdrawals at any time.

All QIIB customers hold-
ing a ‘Joud’ Savings Account
are eligible to enter the vari-
ous prize draws, with each ad-
ditional QR10,000 in account
balance earning an extra chance
to win one of the prizes offered
throughout the year.

Ferrari Purosangue, Genesis GV60 and Skoda models recalled

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCl), in
co-operation with Alfardan Sports Motors, Qatar’s
Ferrari dealership, has announced the recall of Ferrari

Purosangue 2023- 2025 models.

The recall is due to potential contact between the fuse
box power supply and the passenger footrest bracket
due to a missing spacer which may lead to a short
circuit within the fuse box. This may trigger the brake
warning light, display a pop-up message advising the
driver to slowly bring the vehicle to the dealer,and
potentially lead to a reduction in the vehicles braking

performance.

BMoCl, in co-operation with Skyline Automative,
Qatar’s Genesis dealership, has also announced the
recall of Genesis GV60 2021- 2024 models. The recall
is due to some vehicles being equipped with the
wrong windshield glass upper molding. If the molding
detached from the vehicle while driving, it could

potentially cause damage to following vehicles.
EMoCl, in co-operation with Q-Auto, Qatar’s Skoda
dealership, has also announced the recall of Skoda Fabia

- Kodiaq - Octavia - Rapid - Superb - Yeti 2013- 2018

models. The recall is due to potential deterioration of
front air bag propellant due to humidity which may lead
to a burst of the gas generator housing causing injuries
to the passengers. This may trigger the brake warning
light, display of a pop-up message advising the driver
to slowly bring the vehicle to the dealer, and potentially
lead to a reduction in the vehicles braking performance.

The ministry has urged customers to report any

violations to its Consumer Protection and Anti-
Commercial Fraud Department, through the following
channels: Call Centre: 16001, e-mail: info@moci.gov.
qa, ministry’s accounts on social media: @mociqatar,
ministry’s Mobile App: MOCIQATAR (available on iOS
and Android devices)

Adviser to PM meets Cypriot
foreign ministry political dir

Adviser to the Prime Minister and Official Spokespers-on for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr Majid bin

ector

i

Mohammed al-Ansari met yesterday with visiting Political Director of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Cyprus Thessalia Salina Shambos. During the meeting, they discussed co-operation between the
countries and ways to support, strengthen them and explored regional and international issues of

common concern. (QNA)

Qatar attends meeting of GCC civil retirement chiefs

Qatar, represented by the General
Authority for Retirement and
Social Insurance (Daman), will
participate in the extraordinary
meeting of the Committee of
Heads of Civil Retirement and
Social Insurance Agencies in the
Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC)
countries, scheduled to be held in
the Saudi capital, Riyadh today.
The Qatari delegation to the
meeting is headed by HE Director
General of the General Authority
for Retirement and Social
Insurance (Daman) Ahmed bin Ali
al-Hammadi. The extraordinary
meeting will discuss and adopt
the action plan of the Committee

of Heads of Civil Retirement and
Social Insurance Agencies for the
period (2026-2030).

This plan aims to enhance
co-ordination and institutional
integration among the

GCC agencies, support the

sustainability of their systems, and
develop joint work mechanisms
to achieve better protection of the
retirement and insurance rights of
GCCcitizens.

The participation of (Daman)

in this extraordinary meeting
comes as a confirmation of

its active role in the joint Gulf
action system, and its keenness
to contribute to formulating the
future strategic directions of civil
retirement and social insurance
systems, in a way that enhances
social and economic stability, and
supports the paths of sustainable
development in the GCC
countries. (QNA)

Vodafone Qatar first regional
operator to launch affordable
ZTEU30 Pro MU5358 5G hotspot

operator in the region to launch the most af-
fordable ZTE U30 Pro MUS5358 5G hotspot de-
vice, available online and in retail stores.

Paired with Vodafone Qatar’s 5G, the ZTE U30 Pro
delivers next-generation 5G speeds with dual-band
Wi-Fi 6 and supports up to 16 devices simultaneously,
providing wide coverage and seamless performance
for travellers, professionals, and families.

The device features a sleek, pocket-sized design
with a 1.38-inch touch display for easy control.
Powered by a 5000mAh battery, it provides up to 12
hours of continuous use, making it a reliable com-
panion for uninterrupted internet access anytime,
anywhere. Priced at QR499, customers can exclu-
sively purchase the ZTE U30 Pro online or at select
Vodafone Qatar retail stores, including Villaggio
Mall, City Center Mall, Mall of Qatar, Landmark

Vodafone Qatar has officially become the first

T e L

Vodafone Qatar is First
in the Region to Launch
ZTEU30 Pro

The Most Affordable 5G
Hotspot device,

Available now for

QR 499

(6)

Mall, Doha Festival City, Tawar Mall, Lulu D-Ring
Road, Lulu Al Khor, and Vodafone’s Pearl and Al
Wakra branches. Actual speeds experienced depend
upon network availability and other factors.

To find out more about pricing and availability, visit
https://vodafone.qa/en/wifi.

Vodafone Qatar launches

n celebration of Qatar National Sport Day, Voda-
Ifone Qatar has kicked off the 10th edition of its

Internal Football Tournament, an annual initiative
that brings employees together through teamwork,
energy, and friendly competition.

This year’s tournament brings together 11 teams
and over 100 employees from across the organisation,
with matches hosted at the University of Doha for
Science and Technology (UDST).

Reflecting an integrated approach to brand identity,
the teams were named after Vodafone Qatar’s flagship

Internal foothall tourney

products, including iPay, GigaHome, and Vodafone
Premium, among others.

The tournament will run until the 16th day of Ra-
madan, creating a welcoming atmosphere that blends
friendly competition with strong team spirit. Over
the years, the competition has grown beyond sport,
strengthening connections across the business and
reinforcing a positive, team-driven workplace cul-
ture.

To find out more about Vodafone Qatar, visit www.
vodafone.qa.
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SilTest Semiconductors plans foray into Qatar

From Page 1

The company has worked
closely with these institutions to
navigate market entry, establish
its local presence, and connect
with the broader business and in-
novation ecosystem.

A key pillar of the company’s
regional strategy is SilTest Acad-
emy, it’s training and capability-
building initiative designed to
help develop a workforce ready
for the semiconductor industry.

“Beyond serving customers, our
goal is to contribute to ecosystem
development,” Saran said, adding
“we believe that building local ca-
pabilities - engineering talent, op-
erational know-how, and applied
expertise — will be essential for
attracting further semiconductor
investment into the region?”

SilTest Academy is its internal
training hub, designed to teach
engineers the skills the industry
actually uses and its courses blend
theory, application, and hands-
on labs using actual ATE (auto-
mated test equipment) systems,
not simulations. For university
students and recent graduates, its
courses provide real lab exposure
and industry-aligned knowledge.

“Qatar stood out foritslong-term
vision and commitment to building
real industrial and technological ca-
pabilities,” according to Saran.

|

SilTest develops AI-powered
platforms that improve produc-
tivity, yield, and quality in semi-
conductor product development
and manufacturing.

Its technologies address a criti-
cal and often under-served part
of the semiconductor value chain:
testing, qualification, and pro-
duction optimisation -areas that
are becoming increasingly strate-
gic as global supply chains evolve.

SilTest’s expansion into Qatar
aligns with the country’s broader
ambition to diversify its economy
and strengthen its position in ad-
vanced, knowledge-based indus-
tries.

The company plans to work

SilTest officials and partners in Doha after launch its operations in
Qatar

closely with regional partners,
academic institutions, and in-
dustry stakeholders as it grows its
presence.

“This is about building critical
infrastructure for a more resilient
global semiconductor ecosystem
and doing it from a region that
is actively shaping what comes
next,” according to him.

SilTest Semiconductors’ plat-
forms help semiconductor com-
panies accelerate time-to-yield,
reduce manual effort and errors,
and scale engineering productiv-
ity across product development
and manufacturing. SilTest works
with customers across Europe and
Asia and is expanding globally.

Russian Cultural Week marks historic milestone
in bilateral cultural diplomacy, says ambassador

By Amjad Vanimal
Staff Reporter

The opening of the Russian
Cultural Week at Darb Al Saai
marks a historic milestone in
cultural diplomacy between
Qatar and the Russian Federation,
according to Dmitry Dogadkin,
ambassador of Russia to Qatar.
“For the first time in the history
of our bilateral relations, the
friendly State of Qatar organises
a Russian cultural event of such
scale and magnitude on its soil,”
the ambassador said, describing
the festival as a significant step
forward in cultural diplomacy
between the two countries.

Running until February 14, the
Russian Cultural Week reflects
the growing depth of cooperation
between Moscow and Doha, built
upon what ambassador Dogadkin
described as an open and
substantive political dialogue that
has created a firm foundation for
expanding economic, investment
and cultural ties.

The envoy expressed deep
appreciation to the Qatari
authorities for their support

in organising the event. “We
highly appreciate the help of

the Qatari authorities, first of

all, the Ministries of Culture

and Foreign Affairs, as well as

all other governmental entities
involved, in creating a favourable

environment for this festive event
here in Qatar,” he said.
Highlighting the festival’s cultural
significance, the ambassador
noted that Russia’s vast
geography, spanning Europe and
Asia from the Pacific Ocean to the
Arctic, reflects a rich mosaic of
peoples and traditions that have
coexisted for centuries.

“The Russian Culture Days
provide an excellent opportunity
to venture into the heart of our
country, famous for its great
diversity. Visitors can witness
traditional Russian and Caucasian
dances and songs, authentic
displays of our national cuisine
and handicrafts,” he said.

The ambassador added that the

The Qatar semiconductor
market is forecasted to achieve
$8.6bn revenue by 2032, pro-
jecting a 17% compound annual
growth rate between 2024 and
2032, according to DataCube
Research.

“With a strong focus on Semi-
conductors, Qatar aims to posi-
tion itself as a key player in the
global semiconductor supply
chain by fostering international
collaborations and investing in
advanced manufacturing capa-
bilities,” it said.

Qatar’s efforts to strengthen
its semiconductor industry align
with its broader economic di-
versification strategy and Vision
2030 initiative.

By investing in Adrian Semi-
conductor and partnering with
Turkiye for semiconductor man-
ufacturing, Qatar is positioning
itself to meet growing global de-
mand for semiconductors, which
is expected to double over the
next decade, it had said.

2024 saw the partnership be-
tween Qatar’s Hamad Bin Khalifa
University (HBKU) and the Scien-
tific and Technological Research
Council of Tiirkiye (TUBTAK)
to establish a chip investment
project, where the machinery and
equipment needed for the pro-
duction line will be provided by
HBKU.

Ambassador of Russia to Qatar
Dmitry Dogadkin

festival, which features around
100 artists and performers, aims
to introduce the Qatari public to
the talents of professional Russian
artists and members of the
Russian community in Qatar.
“Through music and dance, we
intend to strengthen mutual
understanding and highlight
the shared values that unite our
peoples,” he said, inviting the
public to attend and experience
the richness and diversity of
Russian culture firsthand.

Where heritage meets
future of global arts

From Page 1

For instance, the 7th Qatar Inter-
national Art Festival (QIAF), held
in Katara Cultural Village, featured
the participation of over 450 art-
ists from more than 70 countries,
showcasing more than 2,000 works
ranging from traditional painting
to contemporary installations and
performance art. The festival, with
its emphasis on sustainability and
innovation, has established itself
as an international hub of creativity
and innovation.

Locally, Darb Al Saai, an annual
cultural festival organised by the
Ministry of Culture, celebrates
Qatar’s heritage and identity
through activities spanning tradi-
tional music, falconry, camel rid-
ing, craft workshops, and immer-
sive demonstrations of Bedouin
life. The festival is held in celebra-
tion of Qatar National Day and has
become a landmark event eagerly
awaited by residents and tourists
alike. Further, specialised festi-
vals celebrating pearling heritage,
falconry, and dhow sailing have
highlighted practices that have
been recognised by UNESCO as
intangible cultural heritage. Such
events have made huge popular
successes, attracting people from
all backgrounds and nationalities.
Besides, Qatar strongly encourag-
es the various communities living
in the country to celebrate their
traditional culture and heritage,
with many community events and
festivals organised all year round
at venues such as Katara, Souq
Wagif, and other venues across the
country.

Meanwhile, Qatar has actively
contributed to UNESCO’s heritage
listings, with joint registrations of
traditional practices such as fal-
conry, majlis (lounge) gatherings,
Arabic coffee culture, and henna
traditions in collaboration with
other regional partners.

Similarly, the country has main-
tained an active programme of
launching the Years of Culture
initiative, where an annual col-
laboration with partner countries
is made to promote their cultures
through exhibitions, performanc-
es, and educational programmes,
which further achieves the vision

of the country for world peace and
mutual understanding amongst
different peoples of the world
through arts and culture.

Doha International Book Fair,
first launched in 1972, has become
a global hub for publishers, au-
thors and book enthusiasts, with
considerable participation from a
good number of Qatari authors and
intellectuals. The fair features dis-
cussion forums, lectures and vari-
ous interactive activities that pro-
mote creativity and free thinking.

Qatar has also made key
achievements in the field of cin-
ema and the film industry, with
the launch of Doha Film Institute
(DFI) in 2010 marking a turning
point in the development of film
culture in the country. According-
ly, DFI has supported films from
Qatar, the Arab world, and other
countries through active funding
programmes, training workshops,
and international co-productions.
Eventually, some DFI-support-
ed films have been screened and
awarded at major international
festivals, including Cannes, Berlin,
Venice, and Toronto.

In addition, Ajyal Film Festival,
launched in 2012, is designed to
engage young audiences and com-
bines film screenings with edu-
cation, discussion, and cultural
exchange. The festival features
international and regional films,
bringing filmmakers and audi-
ences together in a participatory
cultural experience that empha-
sises storytelling as a universal
language. Other related initiatives
include Qumra, an annual indus-
try event organised by the Doha
Film Institute, which connects
emerging filmmakers with inter-
nationally acclaimed directors,
producers, and mentors, fostering
cross-border collaboration and
professional development.

Finally, the launch of Art Basel
Qatar in Doha, bringing global
curators, galleries, and collectors
to the city, has added to the vari-
ous achievements of the country
in the field and further cemented
its reputation as a global hub for
culture and arts, embracing all
voices whilst promoting mutual
understanding and peaceful co-
existence.

Ibis Doha Name
Local Vendor at

Commenting on the recognition,
Rajiv Tarcar, General Manager of
ibis Doha, said:

“We are incredibly proud to be
recognised as Favourite Local
Vendor at QIFF 2026. This

Favourite
IFF 2026

RECOGNITION
AWARD

2026

Voted
Favorite
Local

achievement belongs to our guests
and to our team, whose creativity,
energy, and dedication brought
Sushi Tacos and Charlie’s Corner
tolife on the festival grounds.”

is this: Sushi Tacos will soon be
available at The Back Room, ibis
Doha’s newest speakeasy gastrobar.

The festival may be over, but the
experience isn’t.

Guests can soon visit the hotel and

enjoy the very item that became
a QIFF showstopper, alongside
Charlie’s Corner’s popular dining
concepts, including the Breakfast
Buffet, Asian Market Buffet, Big
Friday BBQ Night, and the well-
known QAR 99 Ramadan buffet.

For ibis Doha, QIFF is about more

than participation; it’s about
connecting with the community
through food that excites,
surprises, and delivers value.
Winning Favourite Local Vendor
is a proud milestone, but the real
reward is seeing guests continue
the journey beyond the festival
walls.

The crowd favourite is no longer
just at QIFF. It's waiting at ibis
Doha.

tthe15th Qatar International

Food Festival, where nearly

100 vendors competed for
attention and more than 490,000
visitors filled the 974 Stadium
Precinct, one item kept drawing
the longest queues, the loudest
reactions, and the most social
media buzz: Sushi Tacos from ibis
Doha.

The crispy nori taco shells,
packed with flavourful fillings and
priced at just QAR 10, became one
of the most talked-about food
experiences of the entire festival.
Visitors weren’t just tasting them;
they were filming them, sharing
them, and recommending them
to others, saying: “You have to try
this!”

By the end of QIFF 2026, ibis Doha

wasn’t just another participant.
Thehotel proudly walked away with
the title of Favourite Local Vendor,
marking its third consecutive year
at the festival and its strongest
impact yet.

What made Sushi Tacos a
sensation was simple: they
were unique, Instagrammable,

affordable, and genuinely delicious.
In a festival filled with culinary
creativity, ibis Doha’s concept
stood out for being fun, different,
and accessible to everyone. The
response was entirely organic, with
food influencers and festivalgoers
alike spotlighting the kiosk as a
must-visit stop - a clear sign that
the crowd had found its favourite.

Behind the scenes, the team from
Charlie’s Corner, ibis Doha’s

signature restaurant, worked at full
pace tomaintain speed, quality, and
consistency throughout the event’s
busiest hours. Their execution
turned curiosity into repeat visits
and festival buzz into a winning
moment.

Commenting on the recognition,
Rajiv Tarcar, General Manager of
ibis Doha, said:

“We are incredibly proud to be
recognised as Favourite Local
Vendor at QIFF 2026. This
achievement belongs to our guests
and to our team, whose creativity,
energy, and dedication brought
Sushi Tacos and Charlie’s Corner to
life on the festival grounds”

And for those who missed it or
simply want more, the good news
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QADA launches
research grant in
collaboration wit

he Qatar Anti-Doping
TAgency (QADA), in collabo-
ration with Qatar Universi-

ty (QU), announced the launch of
the first specialised anti-doping
research grant for the 2026-2027
period, fully funded by the agency.
This initiative is part of the
agency’s commitment to advanc-
ing specialised scientific research
and supporting evidence-based
policies and programmes, there-
by strengthening the integrity of
sport, protecting athletes’ health,
and developing the anti-doping
system at both national and in-
ternational levels. The grant aims
to support four high-quality re-
search projects, including two sci-
entific studies in relevant fields of
science, medicine, pharmacy, and
technology related to anti-doping,

o »yolciUL ciliadiui
(2027-2026) 41

| .ory Session on thi
Research Grant in
Qatar University (2

£ 1
Professor Aiman Erbad and Dr Nasser al-Saad.
and two social research projects

examining the behavioural, cul-
tural, and environmental factors

influencing athletes and the sports
ecosystem. The best proposals will
be selected according to rigor-

Embassy of Qatar in Ghana and Qatar Charity
organise sporting events on National Sport Day

’I‘he Embassy of Qatar in
Ghana, in co-operation with
Qatar Charity, organised a
variety of sporting events to mark
National Sport Day (NSD). The
Chargé d’Affaires of the Qatari em-
bassy in Accra, Abdulhadi al-Hajri,
participated in the event.

The event included an uncon-
ventional football tournament
for orphaned children sponsored
by Qatar Charity in the Ghanaian
capital, Accra. The energetic and
enthusiastic orphans were divided
into several teams that compet-

ous competitive criteria to ensure
quality outputs and their applica-
bility and suitability for scientific
publication.

Prof Aiman Erbad, QU'’s vice-
president for Research and Gradu-
ate Studies noted that the research
grant represents a strategic in-
vestment in multidisciplinary
research that connects medical,
pharmaceutical, technological,
and social sciences, enabling a
deeper and more comprehensive
understanding of doping issues in
the sports context.

He added that co-operation
with the QADA reflects an ad-
vanced model of partnership be-

tween research institutions and
specialised national entities, di-
recting research toward real prior-
ities and practical challenges, and
enabling researchers and gradu-
ate students to produce original
knowledge with practical impact
and publishable outcomes, sup-
porting the development of inno-
vative and sustainable solutions
for the sports system.

Dr Nasser al-Saad, the CEO of
QADA, said: “This research grant
represents a pivotal milestone in
the Agency’s journey to strengthen
specialised scientific knowledge,
uphold the integrity of sport, and
support decisions and policies

QATAR UNIVERSITY

grounded in scientific research.
We are proud of our partnership
with Qatar University as the na-
tional university, which enhances
the empowerment of national re-
search talent and reinforces Qatar’s
position as a leading regional and
international hub for specialised
scientific research in anti-doping.”
The grant is open to academic
researchers and graduate stu-
dents at QU, reaffirming the
Agency’s commitment to innova-
tion, building national research
capacity, and ensuring that re-
search outcomes are published in
accordance with the highest rec-
ognised scientific standards.

ed for valuable symbolic prizes.
The winning teams, showcasing
promising football talents, were
honoured.

On the sidelines of NSD celebra-
tions, which target all age groups, a
friendly football match was organ-
ised between members of the Em-
bassy of Qatar and the Qatar Charity
team, in an atmosphere brimming
with energy and enthusiasm.

The participation of orphaned
Ghanaian children in Qatar’s NSD
celebrations added to the festive at-
mosphere. The children expressed

their joy at taking part in the tour-
nament, and although the winners
were honoured at the end of the
competition, all the children shared
a common victory, demonstrating
excellent sportsmanship and broad
smiles of satisfaction.

Qatar Charity places special em-
phasis on sports, having launched
numerous impactful initiatives and
systematically supported various
programmes and projects that pro-
mote sports as an effective tool for
achieving development, peace, and
social cohesion.

Shell showcases digital technologies at
Web Summit as an energy Lighthouse
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As thousands of technology
leaders, innovators and investors
gathered in Doha for Web Summit
Qatar 2026, Shell demonstrated
how digital solutions are delivering
safer, more efficient and more
secure energy operations.

Shell concluded its participation at
Web Summit Qatar 2026 following
four days of meaningful engage-
ment, serving as a platform for dia-
logue on how digital transformation
can accelerate progress towards a
sustainable energy future.
Throughout the summit, Shell
demonstrated practical applica-
tions of artificial intelligence, data
analytics and cybersecurity in en-
ergy operations, drawing strong
interest from attendees. The
company’s interactive exhibits
and expert-led sessions generated
significant engagement.

As part of its technology show-
case, Shell presented its advanced
immersion-cooling fluid, a next-
generation thermal-management
solution for high-performance
computing and data centres. De-
veloped using Shell’s proprietary
Gas-to-Liquid (GTL) technology,
this synthetic dielectric fluid
enables direct submersion of IT
components, delivering superior
heat transfer efficiency while re-
ducing energy consumption and

carbon emissions.

The technologies showcased at
Web Summit Qatar build on Shell’s
recent recognition by the World
Economic Forum as a Lighthouse
site for digital transformation,
acknowledging the success-

ful application of advanced

digital solutions at scale. The
Lighthouse designation highlights
how technologies such as data
analytics, automation and artificial
intelligence are being embedded
into operations to deliver tangible
improvements in performance,
resilience and efficiency, reinforc-
ing Shell’s focus on practical,
real-world digital innovation.

The Shell stand became a focal
point for meaningful engagement,
where conversations centred on
advancing digital solutions and
exploring collaborative opportuni-
ties. Partner organisations played

an active role in these discus-
sions, underscoring the value

of cross-sector partnerships in
driving innovation and accelerat-
ing progress towards a sustainable
energy future.

Rob Maxwell, executive vice-
president and country chair, Shell
Qatar, commented: “Web Summit
Qatar 2026 was an exceptional
opportunity to share our vision for
technology-enabled energy solu-
tions and to strengthen relation-
ships with key stakeholders. The
insights gained and partnerships
formed during the event will play a
vital role in accelerating progress
across our industry.”

The event underscored the grow-
ing convergence of technology and
energy, with Shell positioning itself
at the forefront of this transforma-
tion through its commitment to
innovation and sustainability.

Earthna, Unido present research

report for industri

arthna Center for a Sus-

tainable Future (Earthna),

a member of Qatar Foun-
dation (QF), and the UN Indus-
trial Development Organisation
(Unido) launched a new collabo-
rative report, ‘Industrial Poli-
cies for Economic Diversification
in Qatar: A Research and Policy
Agenda) during a session at the
recently concluded Web Summit
Qatar 2026.

The report outlines a research
and policy agenda to support Qa-
tar’s economic diversification am-
bitions through industrial policy
aligned with Qatar National Vision
2030, the Third National Develop-
ment Strategy (NDS3), the Qatar
National Environment and Cli-
mate Change Strategy, and the Qa-
tar National Manufacturing Strat-
egy 2024-2030. It emphasises the
role of industrial policy in advanc-
ing export diversification, pro-
ductivity growth, innovation, and
climate-compatible development,
particularly as Qatar works toward
its Nationally Determined Contri-
bution target of a 25% reduction in
emissions by 2030.

Dr Gonzalo Castro de la Mata,
executive director of Earthna, said:
“Qatar’s Third National Develop-
ment Strategy offers a strategic
platform for targeted industrial
policies that advance sustainable
economic growth and diversifica-
tion through priority growth clus-
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ters and enabling reforms. To be
effective, industrial policy must
be co-designed with stakeholders,
selective, and institutionally ro-
bust. This report lays the ground-
work for structured engagement to
develop robust programmes that
build on global best practices to
support Qatar’s economic diversi-
fication agenda”

Gunther Beger, managing di-
rector of the Directorate for SDG
Innovation and Economic Trans-
formation, Unido, said: “Industrial
policies can be the engine of a new
era of prosperity, one that recon-
ciles competitiveness with sus-
tainability and inclusiveness. To
achieve this, we need strong part-
nerships; governments, private
sector leaders, and international
organisations working together to
mobilise investment, share knowl-
edge, and scale innovation?”

The report explores how Qatar
can leverage industrial policy to
build on an existing and evolving
industrial base, new technologies

al policy in Qatar
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and manufacturing strategies, and
benefit from the income of its vast
natural resources. The report also
highlights Qatar’s strong vision for
economic development as articu-
lated in its National Development
Strategies. Qatar’s unique position
and financial independence mean
it can reinvest its natural resources
revenues into the green and blue
economy to complement its diver-
sification programmes.

To enable this shift, the report
recommends embedding indus-
trial policy more firmly within
NDS3 and increasing the evidence
base to help identify priority sec-
tors geared toward international
markets and mechanisms for
strengthening public-private
partnerships. The report also rec-
ommends leveraging institutions
such as the QRDI Council and the
Qatar Development Bank to mobi-
lise investment, scale innovation,
and address the skills gaps needed
to develop a diversified, export-
oriented economy.
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Devji Aurum announced the hosting
of the third edition of Ruhi Week at
the Alfardan Pavilion at Doha Festival
City from February 10-15, 2026. The
event marks a celebration of the
brand’s deep-rooted heritage and

its growing presence in the Qatari
luxury market.

The centrepiece of the week is the
latest evolution of the Ruhi Iconic
Collection, a series that has defined
the brand since 1996. This year, each

houettes reimagined as modern and
lightweight wearable art. In the spirit
of Ruhi, where jewellery transcends
ornament to become a reflection

of the soul, this showcase unveils a
masterclass in 21k craftsmanship.
Visitors can explore the warm, hand-
carved allure of the Amber Edition,
the delicate poetry of Ruhi Iconic,

Pearl Pyramid collection.
The Ruhi collection embodies a
unique fusion of innovation and her-

between the old and the new. It
celebrates tradition while revealing
its rich essence through a renewed,
contemporary perspective. From
exclusive limited-edition designs
to standout signature pieces, every

piece represents traditional Arabic sil-

and the exquisite detailing of the Ruhi

itage, born from a harmonious union

creation in the Ruhi jewellery col-
lection carries a distinct and refined
aesthetic. One can expect to withess
the legacy of timeless designs
expressed through colours, tones,
and textures that resonate with the
young at heart and in spirit.

During Ruhi Week, Devji Aurum
will also unveil the latest releases
from the Ruhi collection, including
the stunning limited-edition “Ruhi
Amber” assortment. This collection
is crafted from 21-karat gold and
adorned with the finest and most val-
uable amber stones, showcasing the
profound expertise and exceptional
craftsmanship of its designers.

In addition, the event will feature
the well-known creations from
the Ruhi collection, including the
gold and pyramid designs distin-
guished by precious Bahraini pearls
combined with gemstones such as
emeralds and rubies, reflecting the
collection’s authenticity in its most
magnificent form and with the high-
est level of artistry.

Followers and clients of Deviji
Aurum have long been enchanted by

the mesmerising charm of this collec-

tion, which celebrates heritage as a
poetic, sensory experience through
distinct concepts: feeling the bells of

heritage, where jewellery connects
with auditory pleasure through the
sounds created by dangling Sharafi
elements or gold coins designed to
enhance the beauty of the piece;
feeling the touch of heritage, an

Devji Aurum hosts third Ruhi Week in Doha,
showcasing 21K heritage-ins

pired masterpieces

exploration of the tangible beauty
of jewellery through beadwork, rope
patterns, weaving styles, and other
textile-like details that enrich each
creation; and finally, feeling the aura
of heritage, centred on the fascina-

therapy for the senses.

tion with the gleam and radiance

of precious metals and stones that
inherently reflect the brilliance and
beauty of Ruhi jewellery. In truth,
each of these experiences serves as a

On this occasion, we are delighted
to welcome you and your loved ones
to Devji Aurum to discover the latest
creations from the Ruhi collection
at the Al Fardan Boutique at Doha
Festival City.

Novo Nordisk hosts first
MEA iDOL Summiton
digital innovationin
weight management

ovo Nordisk successfully
Nconcluded the iDOL Sum-

mit, titled “Reimagining
Weight Management with Digital
Opinion Leaders,” held in Dubai
from January 27 to 28.

The event marked the first ini-
tiative of its kind by a pharma-
ceutical company in the Middle
East and Africa, bringing together
digital opinion leaders, healthcare
professionals, media representa-
tives, digital creators and patient
advocates from across the region.

Participants from Saudi Ara-
bia, the UAE, Kuwait, Qatar,
Bahrain, Oman, Egypt, Lebanon,
Jordan and Iraq explored how
digital storytelling, evidence-
based education and the respon-
sible use of artificial intelligence
(AI) can enhance public under-
standing of weight management.
The summit featured immersive
discussions, practical workshops
and hands-on content-creation
sessions designed to strengthen
credible and supportive online
health communication.

Attendees engaged with real-
life weight-management jour-
neys, addressed challenges relat -
ed to misinformation and tested
innovative digital tools aimed at
improving awareness. Discus-
sions throughout the summit
highlighted a collective com-
mitment to promoting accurate,
clear and empathetic health con-
tent in the digital space, where
millions increasingly seek guid-
ance and information.

Reflecting on the importance of
bringing digital and clinical voices
together, Burak Cem, vice-pres-
ident for Novo Nordisk Business
Area of Middle East and Central
Asia, said: “At a time when the
public increasingly turns to social
platforms for information about
weight management, it is essen-
tial that trustworthy voices work
collaboratively. The Summit has
shown the power of combining
scientific knowledge, digital crea-

Doha Design District hosts landmark week of global art and design

tivity and lived experience to cre-
ate clearer, more responsible con-
versations that can truly support
people in their health journeys.”

Clinicians participating in the
Summit also emphasised the need
for accessible, patient-centred
communication. Dr Ahmad Abdul
Malak, a family physician and one
of the event’s key contributors,
noted that “obesity is a chronic
condition that requires under-
standing, not judgment. When
healthcare professionals and dig-
ital creators come together, we
have a unique opportunity to de-
liver messages that are medically
sound yet relatable, helping peo-
ple make sense of complex infor-
mation at a moment when misin-
formation is widespread.”

From the digital community,
attendees highlighted how valu-
able it was to collaborate directly
with medical experts. Dr Angie
Kassabie, nutrition expert and a
leading health DOL, shared that
“this Summit created a safe and
open space for honest discus-
sion. Bringing creators, clini-
cians, and communicators to-
gether is exactly what the region
needs to fight misinformation
and help people access trust-
worthy content. I'm grateful for
Novo Nordisk’s effort in enabling
this dialogue — it’s a step for-
ward for everyone who wants to
use their platform responsibly.”

As the summit concluded, Novo
Nordisk, a leading global health-
care company founded in 1923
and headquartered in Denmark,
reaffirmed its commitment to fos-
tering long-term collaboration
between healthcare professionals,
digital creators and media stake-
holders. By strengthening digital
health literacy and promoting ac-
curacy in online discussions, the
company aims to contribute to a
healthier information ecosystem
and support people living with
obesity in making informed deci-
sions about their care.

Qatar SC, MOEHE honour
winners of Promising
Playwright Competition

QNA
Doha

atar Sports Club, represented by its

Youth Apparatus, and the Ministry

of Education and Higher Educa-
tion EHE), represented by the Arts and
Theatre Section of the Educational Guidance
Department, honoured the winners of the
seventh Promising Playwright Competition,
including students, teachers, and parents
who participated in the contest, which cov-
ered all educational levels: primary, prepara-
tory, and secondary.

The award ceremony was attended by Head
of the Youth Department at Qatar Sports
Club, Mohammed Abdulrahim al-Haydos,
and Qasim Mohamed al-Shammari, Senior
Visual Arts and Theatre Guidance Expert in
the Educational Guidance Department at
MoEHE, alongside a host of faculty members
from the participating schools and the stu-
dents’ parents.

The competition intends to unlock the crea-
tive energies of young people in playwriting
and encourage them to engage in authorship
as a cultural and aesthetic activity that helps
nurture the Qatari theatre movement.

Drawing over 140 students, the contest also
aims to develop participants’ artistic sense,
hone their skills in this field, and strengthen
the presence of theatre as a tool for intellectual
and social expression in the community.

The concept of this competition is based
on providing a competitive platform before
a professional judging panel, ensuring a fair
and professional evaluation based on clear
technical standards, thereby contributing to
translating winning texts into projects that
are ready for production and performance, in
a way that links the act of writing with the live
theatrical experience.

The Promising Playwright Competition
seeks to explore talents from childhood in
collaboration with the MoEHE’s Educa-
tional Guidance Department, al-Haydos af-
firmed to Qatar News Agency (QNA), adding
that the contest took three months, starting
from receiving applications from the par-
ticipating students and evaluating them,
culminating in crowning the winners after
their texts had been calibrated and subjected
to the judging process.

Al-Haydos described the texts as seminal,
considering the ages of the participants, mak-
ing it one of the most outstanding competi-
tions that help nurture the theatre movement
by discovering artistic talents.

Over the past years, the winners have
achieved a prominent presence in a vari-
ety of artistic and theatrical events at home
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and abroad, underscoring the success of this
contest in projecting promising talents capa-
ble of mastering theatrical tools, al-Haydos
highlighted.

He pointed out that this success demon-
strates that Qatar has a strong infrastructure
in this artistic field, in terms of abundant ac-
tors, writers, and artists capable of producing
exceptional artworks.

He commended the MoEHE’s efforts in dis-
covering and honing student skills in general,
and those talented in theatrical education in
particular, along with the Arts and Theatre
Section, for their dedication to caring for and
developing students.

Qasim Mohamed al-Shammari, told QNA
that the competition significantly contributed
to guiding students across different educa-
tional stages toward writing theatrical texts,
whose themes were diverse and reflected their
talents in writing.

He added that one of the primary objectives
of the competition was to enhance students’
self-confidence, as demonstrated during the
dialogue session held as part of the award cer-
emony, during which students presented their
theatrical texts before an audience.

This, he noted, reflects that the competition
strengthened their self-confidence, public
speaking, fluency, and performance, in addi-
tion to many other skills.

Regarding whether the winning students
would participate in specialised workshops to
further develop their talents, he affirmed that
schools ensure the development of the artis-
tic skills and talents of the winning students,
supporting them to reach advanced artistic
levels, thereby making them promising seeds
for school theatre.

Ahmed Youssef al-Badr, member of the
judging panel and theatre director, told QNA
that the works of the students participating in
this contest, which were received by the com-
mittee, were highly outstanding and encom-
passed all three educational stages.

He said that, notwithstanding the sig-
nificant aptitudes demonstrated by the par-

Doha Design District (DDD) has reinforced

its status as the region’s leading creative
powerhouse after hosting a landmark week
of international art and design activations
that positioned Msheireb Downtown Doha
(MDD) at the centre of the global cultural
conversation.

Bringing together world-renowned institutions,
international galleries, leading creatives,
collectors, and cultural decision-makers,

DDD transformed into a dynamic platform

for dialogue, exchange, and innovation —
underscoring Doha’s accelerating rise as a
global destination for art and design.

From February 1-7, the district presented
“Between the Majlis and the Gallery” at SANAD
- DOHA, a curated exhibition that explored the
intersection of tradition and contemporary
artistic practice. Featuring 15 artists

represented by three galleries, the exhibition
created a powerful dialogue between the
cultural intimacy of the Majlis and the formal
architecture of the gallery, attracting VIPs,
dignitaries, and key figures from across the
creative industries.

Simultaneously, DDD hosted Art Basel Qatar
from February 5-7, a historic milestone
marking the fair’s first edition in the Middle
East, North Africa, and South Asia. The event
showcased 84 presentations from 87 galleries
representing 31 countries and territories,
connecting regional artistic production with

one of the most influential global art networks.

The launch represents a defining moment
in Art Basel’s 55-year history and a strategic
expansion that reflects Qatar’s sustained
cultural investment.

Dana Kazic, director of DDD, said: “By

hosting globally significant platforms and
building strong international partnerships,

we are shaping an ecosystem where talent,
innovation, and artistic excellence thrive. Our
ambition is clear: to elevate Doha as a key
destination on the world’s cultural map.”

With an expanding calendar of international
collaborations and high-impact programming,
DDD continues to redefine the region’s creative
landscape, setting new benchmarks for design,
art, and cultural innovation.

The creative district plays a pivotal role in
advancing Qatar National Vision 2030 by
empowering talent, supporting creative
industries, and contributing to economic
diversification through culture and innovation.
DDD sits at the centre of MDD, Qatar’s flagship
smart and sustainable urban destination
developed by Msheireb Properties.

ticipants, they need to engage in professional
playwright workshops, emphasiasing that the
judging panel dealt transparently with stu-
dents whose works reflected their ambitions
to potentially become writers and ultimately
promising pillars of school theatre.

Al-Badr affirmed that school theatre is di-
vided into two tracks: the first is educational,
and the second is instructional, noting that
the competition falls under the first category
of theatre.

He added that, despite the level of excel-
lence reflected in the participants’ works,
these talents should be supported through
specialised creative workshops that help fur-
ther develop their skills and artistic potential.

The award ceremony also included an inter-
active dialogue session in which the partici-
pating students presented their works before
the audience and discussed the concepts be-
hind their theatrical scripts.

This reflected the competition’s objectives
of personal development, confidence-build-
ing, and strengthening communication skills,
in addition to developing public speaking,
performance delivery, audience engagement,
and presentation abilities.

At the primary girls’ level, student Ro-
maisa Adel from Maymouna Primary School
for Girls won first place for her script, while
student Mohammed Rashid al-Adhba from
Al Qadisiyah Model School for Boys won first
place for his script.

At the preparatory level, student Al Jory
Badr al-Manna from Zainab Preparatory
School for Girls won first place for her script,
while student Louay Abdulhamid from Hamza
bin Abdulmuttalib Preparatory School for
Boys won first place for his script.

At the secondary level, student Malak al-
Asmar from Rawda bint Mohammed Second-
ary School for Girls won first place for her
script. Meanwhile, Abu Ubaidah Preparatory
School for Boys won first place in the teachers’
category of the competition, while Maymouna
Primary School for Girls won first place in the
parents’ category.
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Visit Qatar opens
registration

for Qatar T100
Triathlon World
Championship
Final 2026

Visit Qatar, in partnership with the
Professional Triathletes Organisation (PTO)
and the Qatar Triathlon Federation, has
announced the opening of registrations
for the Qatar T100 Triathlon World
Championship Final 2026, set to take place
in Qatar on December 11-12.

Building on the momentum of a highly
successful debut in 2025 that welcomed
thousands of participants and reached
global audiences, the 2026 edition invites
triathletes of all levels to take part in one
of Qatar’s flagship international sporting
events.

Athletes can register to compete in either
the signature 100km race, featuring a
2km swim, 80km cycle and 18km run; or
the Sprint Distance triathlon, comprising

a 750m swim, 20km cycle and 5km run.
Participants can register for the Sprint
Distance race at https://t100triathlon.com/
gatar/participate/

Athletes who placed in the top 10 of
their respective age-group categories

at the 2025 edition will also receive
invitations to compete in the 2026 T100
Age Group World Championship Finals.
Among those set to return is Qatari
triathlete Alya al-Hamad, who finished
an impressive fourth in the 25-29 female
category last December.

AZF bags Government Excellence Award
for institutional transformation leadership

spire Zone Foundation
A(AZF) achieved a new

milestone by winning
the Institutional Transforma-
tion Leadership Award during
the second edition of the Qatar
Government Excellence Award
(GEA) ceremony yesterday.

The award is under the pa-
tronage and in the presence
of HE the Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman bin Jassim al-Thani.

The award was received by
Abdulla Nasser al-Naemi, Act-
ing CEO of AZF, in recognition
of the AZF’s efforts in advanc-
ing its institutional framework
and adopting best practices in
performance management and
service excellence.

The Civil Service and Gov-
ernment Development Bureau
launched the second cycle of
the Qatar Government Excel-
lence Programme to enhance
government performance ef-
ficiency, foster innovation,
and position smart services,
data management, and modern
technologies as fundamental
pillars of government develop-
ment.

The programme also seeks to
qualify national talents capa-
ble of meeting future require-
ments.

Participating ministries and
government entities compete
for awards granted to those
achieving the highest rankings
under the Qatar Government
Excellence Model criteria.

Al-Naemi said: “This ac-
complishment reflects our
continuous commitment to
advancing institutional per-
formance, embracing innova-
tion, and enhancing service

quality in line with the highest
standards. “This recognition is
the result of the dedication of
our teams and employees, and
it motivates us to continue our
journey of excellence in align-
ment with our strategy, Qatar
National Vision 2030, and fu-
ture aspirations.”

Al-Naemi added: “Winning
this award builds on the AZF’s
achievements in the first cycle,
where it received the Entity
Excellence Award, reaffirming
our commitment to sustained
institutional excellence and
leadership.”

AZF previously won the Qa-
tar Government Excellence -
Entity Excellence Award dur-
ing the first edition of the Qatar
Government Excellence Award
ceremony held in 2024.
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Qatar Foundation (QF) will mark
the holy month of Ramadan with
a comprehensive programme of
spiritual, cultural, and sporting
activities across Education

City, offering opportunities for
reflection, community connection,
and wellness throughout the
month.

Rooted in the spirit and

values of Ramadan, this year’s

Qur’an series by Shaykh Abdur
Raheem McCarthy - February 18, 25,
March 4 and 11; and Eid Salah and
Eid Festival.

Al Mujadilah Center & Mosque
for Women will host a range of
programmes across religious,
development, and social streams,
including: How to Plan Your Best
Ramadan with Dalya Ayoub

- February 15; Early Quranic

programme begins with a strong
focus on spiritual enrichment

and meaningful engagement,
alongside community initiatives
and volunteering opportunities.
Registration for all activities is
available through the Education
City app.

Minaretein (Education City Mosque)
will hold the following programmes:
Taraweeh and Qiyam prayers;
Sustainable zero-waste Iftar; Nightly
lecture series after Taraweeh;
Saturday kids’ programme; Lecture
by Dr Omar Suleiman - 12 February;
Jumu‘ah khutbah and lecture by
Mufti Menk - March 6; Four-session

Foundation Workshop; Ramadan
Intensive Hifth; A Night with Surah
Al-Mulk; Growing with the Qur’an;
Being Muslim support circle and A
Night of ‘Ibada.

Sports & Wellness Activities
include Ramadan Challenge Race
Series 2026 held in collaboration
with Qatar Sports for All
Federation, a four-race series at
the Education City Mountain Bike
Trail featuring distances from
800m-10km.

Ramadan Aquathlon is a special
event combining swimming and
running, held in an inclusive
community that promotes healthy

living and sportsmanship.
Ramadan Tennis Tournament, a
competition for youth and adults
promoting fitness and community
spirit through friendly matches.
International Women’s Day
Football Matches - March 8.
Friendly matches in collaboration
with Paris Saint-Germain (PSG)
celebrate women’s participation
in sport and well-being during
Ramadan.

Ladies Sport Night, in

collaboration with QSFA, is

a ladies-only programme at
Education City Stadium featuring
football, volleyball, and badminton
tournaments.

Mukhayamna Ramadan Camp:
QF’s pre-university education
department will host the
Mukhayamna camp to promote
fitness among youth through a
wide range of activities.
Ramadan University Indoor
Football League 2026: An indoor

Education City to host wide range of activities during Ramadan

football league for Education
City university students will take
place during Ramadan evenings,
promoting physical activity,
teamwork, and community
engagement in a welcoming and
competitive environment.
Community members are
encouraged to volunteer,

offering meaningful ways to give
back during the holy month.
Opportunities are available at:
https://educationcity.qa/volunteer.
For registration and more
information about QF’s Ramadan
activities, visit www.gf.org.qa/
ramadan or the Education City
app.

QC delivers essential
medical supplies to Syria

atar Charity (QC) delivered
over 200,000 essential
medical items to Syria to
suppOrt its health sector and en-
hance the quality of services pro-
vided to patients, in co-ordination
with the Syrian Ministry of Health.

A significant portion of these
supplies was allocated to meet the
needs of dialysis units and blood
banks, with the aim of boosting
the capacity of dozens of health
centres and hospitals across vari-
ous Syrian governorates.

According to QC, the shipment
included essential medicines and
solutions required for dialysis
sessions, such as erythropoiesis-
stimulating agents, sodium bi-
carbonate solutions, disinfect-
ant solutions, and central venous
catheters, all of which are criti-
cal to ensuring patient safety and
maintaining continuity of care in
line with standard medical proto-
cols.

Additionally, blood banks were
supported with vital supplies,
including single and quadruple
blood bags, laboratory reagents for
infectious disease screening, sy-
ringes, and blood collection tubes.
The delivery also included spe-
cialised equipment such as plate-
let agitators and plasma freezers,
enhancing the readiness of blood
banks and ensuring the safety and
quality of stored blood units.

These supplies were distributed
to more than 40 centres and hos-
pitals in several regions, including
dialysis centres in Azaz, Afrin, Al
Bab, Manbij, and Aleppo, as well as
major hospitals and central blood
banks in Damascus, Homs, and
Latakia.

Hassan Shaheen, health projects
co-ordinator, emphasised that this
support reflects a long-standing
commitment to strengthening
healthcare facilities and enhancing
their ability to provide life-saving
medical services. He noted that
these efforts carry added signifi-
cance given the ongoing challenges
facing the health sector.

“Through these interventions,
we aim to ensure the continuity of
essential medical services and im-
prove the quality of care provided
to patients, in a way that preserves

their lives and dignity,” Shaheen
stated.

This intervention represents a
continued effort to address critical
shortages of medical supplies and
to reinforce healthcare facilities’
capacity to meet growing needs,
ensuring uninterrupted access to
care across regions.

QCS honours QNA for supporting
its humanitarian mission

he Qatar Cancer Soci-
I ety (QCS) honoured Qatar
News Agency (QNA) dur-
ing its annual Partners and Sup-
porters Recognition Ceremony
2025, in appreciation of the
agency’s vital role in support-
ing the QCS’ humanitarian mis-
sion and advancing its efforts to
raise cancer awareness, empower
those living with the disease, and
improve their quality of life.

The commemorative shield
was received by Director of
News Department at QNA You-
suf Yaaqob al-Hammadi from
HE Chairman of QCS Sheikh Dr
Khalid bin Jabr al-Thani.

A total of 51 entities were rec-
ognised at the ceremony, which
was attended by prominent rep-
resentatives of national institu-
tions, the private sector, strategic
partners, media organisations,
and a number of cancer survivors.

In his address at the ceremony,
HE Sheikh Dr Khalid bin Jabr
al-Thani emphasised that com-
munity partnerships constitute
a fundamental pillar in achieving
the QCS’ objectives. He noted
that such partnerships directly
contribute to strengthening
awareness programs and pro-
viding psychological, social, and
financial support to cancer pa-
tients and their families.

HE Sheikh Dr Khalid added
that honouring partners and
supporters reflects QCS’ deep

appreciation for their sincere
efforts and impactful contribu-
tions, which have played a piv-
otal role in making a tangible dif-
ference in beneficiaries’ lives and
enhancing the QCS’ ability to
continue delivering its humani-
tarian mission.

He further stated that, thanks
to the support of its partners
and donors, the QCS was able in
2025 to cover the treatment costs
of more than 1,790 patients, at
a total cost of approximately
QR47.5mn. This included adult
patients treated at the National
Center for Cancer Care and Re-
search, as well as children who
received medical care at Sidra
Medicine. The initiative under-
scores the QCS’ commitment to
easing the financial burden on
patients and ensuring access to
necessary healthcare services.

The QCS also continued to

provide psychological and social
support services. A total of 1,200
individuals directly benefited
from dedicated psychological
support programs for people liv-
ing with cancer and their families,
while approximately 40,000 peo-
ple benefited indirectly from tar-
geted awareness campaigns de-
livered via SMS and various social
media platforms. Additionally, 50
individuals received one-on-one
psychological counselling serv-
ices, as part of the QCS’ commit -
ment to delivering comprehensive
care that addresses psychological
and social aspects alongside med-
ical treatment.

As part of efforts to strengthen
community partnerships, QCS
signed 17 strategic agreements in
2025 with government entities,
private sector organisations, and
institutions across various sec-
tors. The QCS also implemented
over 80 awareness initiatives
under its campaigns, with 18,950
direct beneficiaries attending
awareness programs, workshops,
and related events.

During the ceremony, several
pioneering cancer survivors were
also honoured in recognition of
their active role in supporting
QCS programmes and contrib-
uting to raising awareness and
fostering hope within the com-
munity. The QCS also announced
the appointment of a new group
of honorary ambassadors. (QNA)
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Labour minister takes part in ministerial session
of global conference on child labour

E the Minister of Labour,
HDr Ali bin Smaikh al-Mar-

ri, took part yesterday in
the high-level ministerial session
of the 6th Global Conference on
the Elimination of Child Labour
convened in Marrakech, Morocco.

The conference was attended
by senior representatives from the
International Labour Organisa-
tion (ILO), governments, employ-
ers’ and workers’ organisations,
and civil society.

The session, titled “Child La-
bor in a Changing World: Emerg-
ing Challenges and Strategic Op-
portunities to 2030 and Beyond”)
providing a platform for leaders
to examine how climate change,
conflict and displacement, demo-
graphic shifts, technological ad-
vances, and evolving global supply
chains are reshaping child labour
risks and demanding innovative,
integrated policy responses.

Addressing the session, HE Dr
al-Marri reaffirmed that Qatar is
resolutely committed to elimi-
nating all forms of child labour,
underpinned by a comprehensive
legal framework and robust policy
measures that prohibit child em-
ployment without exception.

He highlighted Qatar’s achieve-
ment in establishing child-la-
bour-free workplaces, reflecting
the country’s steadfast dedication
to safeguarding children’s rights.

Dr al-Marri outlined Qatar’s
experience in aligning national
legislation with international

standards, including ratification
of ILO conventions, prohibiting
employment of minors under 18
in key sectors, combating human
trafficking, and establishing mul-
tilingual grievance mechanisms.

He emphasised the critical role
of investments in inclusive educa-
tion, social protection, and digital
infrastructure to prevent exploi-
tation, strengthen monitoring,
and enforce accountability across
national and global supply chains.

Education remains central
to Qatar’s strategy, Dr al-Marri
stressed, underlining that the na-
tion provides high-quality, in-
clusive education for all children,
delivered in safe, adaptive envi-
ronments that ensure equal op-
portunities and prevent any child
from being left behind.

Qatar’s commitment extends
globally, with initiatives through
the Qatar Fund for Develop-
ment and the Education Above

All Foundation supporting fam-
ily empowerment, social protec-
tion, and access to education in
developing countries, particularly
those affected by conflict and hu-
manitarian crises.

In 2024, Qatar implemented
over 50 educational projects
across 77 countries, directly ben-
efiting approximately 865,000
children and youth, enabling 14.7
million previously out-of-school
children to access education, and
providing skills development and
economic empowerment to mil-
lions of young people.

HE Dr al-Marri concluded by
emphasising Qatar’s leadership
role on the global stage, calling
for strengthened international
co-operation, knowledge sharing,
and integrated multi-stakeholder
strategies to deliver practical,
sustainable solutions that place
children’s rights and dignity at the
forefront of policy and action.

Al Faisal Without Borders
Foundation hosts 11th
national Destination
Imagination championship

By Tawfik Lamari
Staff Reporter

1 Faisal Without Borders
AFou.ndation, in co-opera-

tion with the Ministry of
Education and Higher Education
(MoEHE), organised the National
Championship of the Destina-
tion Imagination (DI) programme,
which the foundation implements
in public and private schools
across Qatar. A total of 110 public
and private schools participated
in this edition, represented by 233
teams and nearly 2,000 students
from various educational stages.
More than 10 training workshops
were conducted, including ses-
sions for team managers and judg-
es, aimed at enhancing the quality
of performance during the cham-
pionship.

The workshops explained the
programme stages and provid-
ed both scientific and practical
training. In addition, 120 field
visits were carried out to schools
to monitor progress and support
students in improving their per-
formance during the preparation
phase.

The national championship was
held on February 6 and 7 at the
College of Education, Qatar Uni-
versity. The performances dem-
onstrated remarkable creativity
and innovation in addressing the
programme’s challenges, reflect-
ing both the high standard of the
competition and the advancement
of education in Qatar.

The programme evolves annu-
ally in line with global develop-
ments. In this edition, artificial
intelligence was incorporated
across all challenges, alongside
the use of advanced technological
and scientific methods within the
students’ theatrical presentations.

The results and winners will be
announced by the end of the week,
and an award ceremony honouring
the top three teams will be held in
April at the Qatar National Con-
vention Centre. An official del-

egation conducted a field visit to
observe the challenges, review stu-
dent experiences, and assess the
programme’s impact on nurturing
creativity and skills. The delega-
tion included Engineer Abdul Latif
Ali al-Yafai, general manager of Al
Faisal Without Borders Founda-
tion; Omar Abdulaziz al-Nuaimi,
Assistant Undersecretary for Pri-
vate Education Affairs at MoEHE;
Mona El Helbawi, Group general
manager of Al Rayyan Investment
in Culture, Education and Sports
(ARIES Group); Nawal al-Tamimi,
assistant director of the Curricu-
lum and Scientific Research De-
partment; Dr Nasser al-Dosari,
representative of the College of
Education at QU; and Ghanem al-
Humaidi, head of the Research,
Talent and Innovation Section at
the Curriculum Department and
Learning Resources at MoEHE.
Abdul Latif emphasised that the
DI programme encourages stu-
dents to think without limits in
solving challenges, develop crea-
tive thinking skills, and strengthen
their competitive spirit. He noted
that the programme also enables
students to learn from other teams
by exploring diverse perspectives
and approaches, whether through
theatrical or technological tools.
Participation in the global cham-
pionship further equips students
with new skills and exposes them
to different cultures worldwide.
He added that more than 25,000
students have benefited from the
programme since its launch in

2014. He expressed appreciation
to MoEHE for its continued sup-
port and to QU, represented by the
College of Education, for provid-
ing logistical assistance. Al-Nuai-
mi lauded the students’ creativity
in integrating theatrical perform-
ance with engineering and visual
technologies, highlighting their
effective use of technology and
ability to present solutions within
the eight-minute time limit.

He also commended the grow-
ing number of participating teams
and beneficiaries over previous
seasons. He thanked HE Sheikh
Faisal bin Qassim al-Thani, chair-
man of the Board, and expressed
appreciation to the staff of Al Fais-
al Without Borders Foundation
for implementing this pioneering
programme, the first of its kind in
the region.

El Helbawi thanked all par-
ticipating schools and especially
commended the foundation’s
team for organising training
workshops for teachers, team
managers, and student trainers.
She emphasised that a purpose-
ful and diverse programme such
as DI serves as a strong motiva-
tional platform, noting that last
season’s success encouraged
many teams to participate again.
DI is a global programme imple-
mented in more than 30 countries
and across over 50 US states. The
foundation has been implement -
ing the programme since 2013,
marking its 11th consecutive year
of participation.

Farewell to Thailand’s ambassador

HE the Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Sultan bin Saad
al-Muraikhi met yesterday with
the ambassador of the Kingdom
of Thailand to the State of Qatar
Sira Swangsilpa, on the occasion
of the end of his tenure. HE
al-Muraikhi extended thanks to
the ambassador for his efforts in
supporting and strengthening
bilateral relations, wishing

him success in his new duties.
(QNA)

‘Government Excellence Award contributed
to improving overall performance’

Director General of Civil Service
and Governmental Development
Bureau (CGB) Saif bin Ali al-Kaabi
said that the Qatar Government
Excellence Award embodies

the true picture of performance
development in various
government entities and has
contributed significantly to the
development of government
work.

In remarks to Qatar News Agency
(QNA), marking the award’s

2nd edition’s ceremony held
yesterday, al-Kaabi added that
this year’s edition presented
inspiring models in the course of
government work and reflected
impressive results achieved to
improve performance.

\

He pointed out that the results of
the second edition of the award
showed an increase in the overall
performance of government
agencies by 38% compared to the
previous edition, as more than

97% of government agencies
succeeded in raising the level of
their performance and results.
This edition also witnessed the
participation of more than 50% of
national experts in the evaluation
process.

He indicated that the Qatar
Government Excellence Award
is undergoing continuous
development, and a new
category has been launched
within the award categories,
which is the leadership in the
use of artificial intelligence
award for government entities,
in addition to launching a
number of other individual
awards that will be adopted in
future editions. (QNA)

Qatar participates in GCC Customs Union Authority meeting

QNA
Riyadh

he State of Qatar partici-

I pated in the 16th meeting

of the Customs Union Au-

thority of the Gulf Co-operation

Council (GCC) countries, which
was held in Riyadh.

In the meeting, the State of
Qatar was represented by a dele-
gation led by HE Chairman of the
General Authority of Customs
and President of the Executive
Council of the Customs Union
Authority, Ahmed bin Abdullah
al-Jamal.

The meeting addressed sev-
eral topics related to the develop-
ment of joint Gulf customs work,
including the following up on
projects related to to completing
the requirements for the estab-
lishment of the Customs Union
Authority, reviewing updates on
the unified customs law for the
GCC countries, in addition to
discussing reports and minutes

of the specialised committees
and technical teams.

The meeting also addressed
what has been accomplished
regarding the implementation
of the Executive Council’s de-
cisions, and discussed several
technical items on the agenda,
which contribute to strengthen-
ing coordination and unifying
customs procedures among the
GCC countries.

These periodic meetings re-
flect the pivotal role played by
the Customs Union Authority in
supporting the Gulf integration
process, enhancing co-operation
between the customs adminis-
trations of the GCC countries,
and developing joint work mech-
anisms, which contributes to
facilitating intra-regional trade
and improving unified customs
performance.

KHaIaI Qatar Festival 2026 launched at Katara h

The 14th edition of the Halal
Qatar Festival 2026 was
officially launched yesterday
at the southern area of Katara
Cultural Village. The festival,
known for its distinctive
heritage atmosphere, drew
broad participation from
livestock breeders in Qatar
and abroad, with intensive
preparations underway for the
competitions.

Prof Dr Khalid bin Ibrahim
al-Sulaiti, general manager

of Katara, toured the festival
grounds with department
directors, reviewing the
pavilions and organisational
arrangements. He underlined
Katara’s commitment to
delivering an exceptional
edition that reflects the festival’s
status as one of the region’s
leading specialised heritage
events.

Salman Mohamed al-Nuaimi,
chairman of the Organising
Committee, said the festival
continues to strengthen its
position as a premier heritage
platform. “Halal Qatar Festival
preserves and promotes the
heritage of livestock breeding,
supports breeders, and
highlights authentic national
values, while also offering
opportunities for international
participation that reflect Qatar’s
standing in this field,” he said.
The first day saw the arrival
and placement of participating
livestock in preparation for the
Mazayen (beauty competitions),
with members of the judging
committee for the “Arab”
category taking the oath to
ensure transparency and
integrity.

The festival programme
features competitive rounds
for Arab/Awarid and Syrian
categories, including contests
for the Most Beautiful Locally
Produced Camel (Symbol
Round), the Most Beautiful
Five Young Females from

a Single Farm (Production
Round), and Elite rounds.
Additional competitions include
Most Beautiful Stud, Most

(&

Beautiful Individual Female,
Most Beautiful Young Female,
and Most Beautiful Three
Young Females, reflecting the
high technical standards of
participants.

The festival’s sections and
pavilions are inspired by
Bedouin heritage and include a
livestock display area, auction
and show stage, and a majlis
for VIP guests, embodying
authentic Arab hospitality. A
local market and traditional
souq in Bedouin-style tents
showcase handicrafts, while art
workshops for children foster a
connection to folk heritage.
Cultural activities feature

five visual artists creating

live paintings and Rababa
musical performances,
adding an authentic heritage
dimension. Families are drawn
to the camel-riding area and

a section showcasing pygmy
goats. Seventeen shops offer
traditional foods, sweets,
perfumes, and accessories,
alongside booths for goat
supplies, farm equipment, and

veterinary services, providing
visitors with a complete
heritage, shopping, and
hospitality experience.

)
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How widespread
is gun ownership
in Canada?

Ten people including the shooter are dead after an assailant described
by police as female opened fire at a high school in western Canada on
Tuesday, one of the country’s deadliest mass casualty incidents in
recent history. Canada has tightened its gun laws in recent years, but has
experienced mass shootings in the past and gun ownership is permitted.
Here are key details about Canada’s gun control laws:

So are guns illegal in Canada? No. Canada has much stricter gun
laws than the United States, but Canadians are allowed to own firearms
providing they have a licence. Restricted or prohibited firearms, like
handguns, must also be registered. Canadians must be over 18 and pass
afirearms safety course to hold a licence, which is renewed every five
years.

Children aged 12-17 can get a minor’s licence, allowing them to
borrow non-restricted firearms like most rifles or shotguns for hunting
or shooting competitions, and buy ammunition. Exceptions may be
made for under-12s, including indigenous children, who need to hunt to
sustain themselves and their families.

Indigenous people who engage in traditional hunting practices
may not need to take a firearms safety course if it is too far away or
expensive. Instead they can ask for alternative certification based on
arecommendation from a community elder confirming they have
necessary firearms knowledge.

Gun laws have been tightened over the years. Former Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau’s government introduced a number of restrictions
on gun ownership starting in 2020 following a mass shooting in
Portapique, Nova Scotia and the Uvalde school shooting in Texas. More
than 2,500 makes and models of assault - style firearms, like the AR-15
rifle, have been banned since May 2020, according to Public Safety
Canada. A freeze on the sale, purchase and transfer of handguns was
introduced in 2022. However, attempts to ban certain types of rifles and
shotguns were abandoned after opposition from farmers and hunters.

Further legislation enacted in
December 2023 prohibited new
makes and models of certain
firearms, increased penalties
for firearms smuggling and
trafficking, and added new
offences related to illegally
manufactured guns. It also
included “red flag” laws and
expanded licence revocation and
ineligibility provisions to help
address the role of firearms in
domestic abuse, Public Safety
Canada said.

Owners of banned assault
weapons must give up or
permanently deactivate their
guns before an amnesty expires

in October. To encourage this, the Canadian government has instituted
amulti-million-dollar voluntary buyback program that will run until
the end of March for individuals. The ban on certain types of assault-
style weapons has drawn criticism from gun rights and hunting

groups, many of which also object to the compensation program. Some
Canadian provinces, such as Alberta and Saskatchewan, have refused to
participate in the buyback program, citing concerns about the cost and
safety risk to officials of taking part.

The number of registered handguns increased by 71% between 2010
and 2020, reaching approximately 1.1mn, according to the federal
government. A 2017 Small Arms Survey estimated there were 12.7mn
firearms in civilian possession in Canada, and there are an estimated
34.7 firearms per 100 people. According to the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police more than 2.2mn people held gun licences in 2020. Most of those
were in Ontario and Quebec, the two most densely populated provinces,
followed by the western provinces of Alberta and British Columbia. A
2019 Angus Reid survey found most guns in Canada are found in rural
areas and used for hunting and recreational shooting.

Canada’s rate of firearm homicides is 0.5 per 100,000 people, versus
the United States’ rate of 4.12, the University of Washington’s Institute
for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) said in a 2021 analysis.
Following are the mass shootings Canada has seen recently.

1989 - 14 women engineering students were killed in their classroom
at the Ecole Polytechnique in Montreal, Quebec.

1992 - four professors were shot dead by a colleague at Concordia
University, Montreal.

2006 - a gunman killed one woman and injured 19 other people in a
shooting at Dawson College in Montreal.

2016 - ateenager killed four people in La Loche, Saskatchewan.

2017 - six Muslim men were killed in a shooting at a mosque in
Quebec City.

2020 - a gunman driving a fake police car killed 22 people in multiple
shootings and a fire he set in Portapique, Nova Scotia, the deadliest
shooting rampage in Canadian history. — Reuters
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“SHOULD WE ADD
‘FRAMEWORK'?"”

WORK IN PROGRESS.

Brazil’s tax break adds
to Lula’s economic
tailwinds ahead of polls

e Middle-class income tax breaks took effect in January paychecks
e Lula looking to expand appeal beyond his lower income base
e Solid job market, falling inflation put Lula ahead in polls

By Marcela Ayres
Reuters

middle-class tax break that nearly

halves the number of Brazilians

paying income taxes is adding

to economic tailwinds that give
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva an edge in
early opinion polls as he gears up to run for
reelection. The measure, one of his hallmark
promises from the 2022 campaign, reflects
an effort to widen the leftist leader’s appeal
beyond his traditional lower-income base.
It is likely to add steam to an economy that
is, though not booming, at least helping
Brazilians stretch their paychecks further.
Unemployment is at a record low, the median
wage is at arecord high and inflation —
especially for food — has cooled enough
that interest rates are set to start falling next
month. That has helped shore up support
for Lula, who leads likely challengers by
four to seven percentage points in recent
polls simulating head-to-head scenarios for
October’s election. Adding to that brightening
backdrop is the new income tax exemption
for monthly salaries up to 5,000 reais ($960)
— over three times Brazil’s minimum wage —
starting with January payroll deductions.

PILATES, TRAVEL PLANS

Advertising professional Vitoria Santos,
30, plans to spend the extra 300 reais that just
landed on her monthly paycheck on Pilates
exercise classes. “It’s a meaningful amount
that really makes a difference,” Santos said.
“For some people, it covers the electricity bill
for the month, the internet bill, helps pay for
travel plans or a gym membership.”

Because the extra disposable income will
flow mainly to lower-income households
that tend to spend extra money rather than
save, according to statistics, the government
expects the measure to inject around 28bn
reais ($5.4bn) into the economy this year.
However, many economists are skeptical
of the policy’s long-term benefits, arguing
Brazil should expand its tax base to deal with
soaring public debt. “It’s bad economic policy,
but it wins votes,’ said Fabio Kanczuk, a
former central bank director and now head of

A drone view shows the Central Bank headquarters building in Brasilia. U

Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
speaks during a ceremony to launch a digital
platform for tax reform in Brasilia, Brazil.
(Reuters)

macroeconomics at Asa Investments.

He questioned the wisdom of a tax break
for Brazil’s middle class, which diverts
resources into consumer spending that
could have boosted economic productivity
or more effectively reduced inequality.
Kanczuk said the stimulus is likely to quickly
turn into consumption, including via credit
expansion, as banks anticipate stronger
household income. He estimated a boost of
0.2 percentage points to economic growth this
year, with a similar effect on inflation.

SHRINKING TAX BASE

Roughly 11.3mn of the 25.4mn Brazilians
who paid income tax last year, about 44%,
are estimated to have dropped off the rolls,
the tax authority told Reuters. Another 5.7mn
received tax reductions, as the discounts
were extended to incomes up to 7,350 reais.
The shrinking income tax base underscores
how heavily Latin America’s largest economy
relies on taxing consumption over goods and
services.

It also reflects the priority Lula is giving
to more affluent Brazilians after pouring
public spending in recent years into programs
that largely helped the poor, including cash
transfers, assistance for the low-income
elderly and disabled, cooking gas subsidies
and financial aid for high schoolers. In recent
years, the more affluent middle class
has shifted strongly toward Lula’s |

political right.

UL T N (L AT (A TR

nemployment is at a record low, the median wage is at a record high and
inflation — especially for food — has cooled enough that interest rates are set to start falling next month. (Reuters)
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Over the past year, Finance Ministry sources
said the government has calibrated policy to
reach middle-income households, such as
subsidized mortgages for families earning up
t0 12,000 reais a month and buying homes
valued at up to 500,000 reais. Senator Flavio
Bolsonaro, the son of Lula’s predecessor, who
is seen as his main opponent, has signalled
an economic agenda favouring tax cuts and a
smaller role for the state.

SPENDING BOOST

Previously, Brazil granted an income tax
exemption on monthly wages up to 3,036
reais, or two times the minimum wage. The
reform taking effect this year has broadened
relief. The full exemption now applies to
workers earning slightly above three times
the minimum wage. Brazilians making up to
4.5 times the minimum wage have collected
partial discounts. That upper threshold
includes workers such as Emerson Marinho, a
51-year-old postal worker, whose deduction
from his latest paycheck fell by 110 reais.

“It’s extra money I can put toward food,”
Marinho said. “I have two children and that
represents two full weeks covering fruit and
vegetables at home. It really does matter.”

To offset lost revenue, the government
introduced a minimum income tax on monthly
earnings above 50,000 reais, and a 10%
withholding tax on corporate dividends sent
abroad. The shifting tax burden is expected
to reduce income inequality in Brazil by
1.1%, according to a study by the Budget and
Financial Oversight Consultancy in the lower
house of Brazil’s Congress.

Bruno Funchal, CEO of Bradesco Asset
Management and a former Treasury
secretary, warned that policies boosting
consumption and public spending were part
of an “unsustainable” growth model that has
pushed interest rates to a nearly 20-year high.
He argued Brazil should instead be cutting its
debt and encouraging long-term investments,
but recognized such an abrupt policy shift
was unlikely ahead of the October vote.

“In elections, there is generally a tendency

to avoid prescribing bitter
W medicine that will eventually be
full i || i necessary;” he said.
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Growa’s intelligence layer behind Qatar’s food future

From Page 1

“Measurement of waste is not
really accurate, or not recorded at
allin certain farms.”

In a country that imports the
majority of its food, that lack of
precision carries weight. Growa’s
platform uses IoT devices and
satellite monitoring to track pro-
duction, soil fertility, water con-
sumption and energy usage —
creating what Gabriel describes as
“atrue picture of agricultural data
in Qatar”

That clarity feeds directly into
smarter import strategy.

“As long as you have enough
data and it’s accurate enough, you
can build prediction models that
help you understand what you’re
going toimport and in what quan-
tities,” Gabriel explained.

“This helps by reducing waste
and improving imports, as well as
local production.”

But both founders are careful to
temper expectations around arti-
ficial intelligence. Davide rejects
the narrative that technology re-
places human judgment.

“It’s a misconception,” he said.
“Technology is not here to re-
place anyone. Technology is here
to make us better at what we do,
to be more efficient. Humans and
technology need to learn how to
work together”

He points out that many poli-
cies are built on averages — yet
agriculture does not behave in
averages. “Especially in our in-
dustry, nature is never average,’
he said. “So we need to be really
careful and use the data that we
collect on a daily basis.”

The question of ownership re-
mains sensitive. Gabriel’s answer
is deliberate: “Whoever is produc-
ing the data, not just collecting it,
should own it” Growa works with
anonymised data sets, balancing
transparency with sovereignty.

Even predictive analytics, they
admit, has limits. “It might create
blind spots,” Gabriel said. “But it’s
better to have a blind spot than to
be completely blind”

Looking ahead ten vyears,
Gabriel envisions something far
more structural: seed farms engi-
neered for Gulf climates, regional
seed banks safeguarding genetic
resilience, and hydroponic sys-
tems built specifically for desert
conditions. “It’s a very long-term
project,” he acknowledged. “It
would take around 10 years.”

For Davide, Qatar’s scale is its

advantage. “It’s a small country
with a small population, so we
can be much more effective in
what we do, and then export it to
neighbouring countries.”

And for young innovators watch-
ing from the Web Summit floor,
Gabriel offered advice rooted in ex-
perience. “Start earlier than I did. I
started at 40. Take risks. Failure is
normal, failure is healthy”

In simple terms, Growa calls
itself “the operating system of
smart agriculture” But beneath
that phrase lies something larger,
an attempt to shift food security
from reactive policy to data-driv-
en strategy.

In a region where food resil-
ience is a national strategy, Growa
is betting that intelligence, not
just infrastructure, will define the
next decade.

US says Mexican cartel drones breached Texas airspace

Mexican drug cartel drones entered American
airspace but were intercepted by the US military,
officials said yesterday, explaining the brief but
mysterious closure of El Paso airport in Texas.
But Mexico said it had “no information”

on drones at the border, and the Trump
administration’s version of events has been
questioned by lawmakers as well as sources
cited by US media who suggested the
shutdown was triggered by US military drone
or counter-drone activity. The US Federal

Three Ukrainian
toddlers, father killed
in Russian drone attack

AFP
Kyiv

Russian drone strike on
Aa house in northeastern

Ukraine killed three tod-
dlers and their father and wound-
ed their pregnant mother, officials
said yesterday.

Twin boys aged one and a two-
year-old girl were killed in the
attack late Tuesday night on the
family’s house in the city of Bo-
godukhiv, around 20 kilometres
from the border with Russia.

It triggered an outpouring of
anger and grief.

“This is deliberate terror against
civilians, against families, against
children. Russia is consciously
killing our future,” said Prime
Minister Yulia Svyrydenko.

Local prosecutors said the fam-
ily had been trapped inside after
the attack. Video posted by the
emergency services showed a
bright red flame and grey smoke
billowing over the collapsed roof
of a house. “As a result of the
strike, the house was completely
destroyed and caught fire, and the
family was trapped under the rub-
ble,” prosecutors said in a state-
ment posted on Telegram.

The children’s mother, who is
eight months pregnant, survived,
but sustained “a traumatic brain
injury, acoustic barotrauma, and
thermal burns’} prosecutors said.

Their grandmother was also
wounded in the attack and had
been hospitalised, Bogodukhiv
mayor Volodymyr Biely said in a
statement. The head of the Ve-
lyka Rogozianka community in

Kharkiv, where the family is origi-
nally from, told AFP that they had
only just moved to the town to be
nearer to relatives several days
earlier. The killed father served
in the Ukrainian army for several
months, starting in spring 2024.

He was discharged after his leg
was blown off by a mine, the offi-
cial, Anatoliy Yeliseiev said.

He added that the couple had
only formally registered their
marriage last week.

The pregnant mother of the
family was discharged from hos-
pital later on Wednesday, he said.

“The shock has passed,” Yeli-
seiev told AFP, referring to her
condition, adding: “I don’t know
how she survived.”

President Volodymyr Zelensky
said the attack showed Russia was
not serious about ending the four-
year war, unleashed by Moscow’s
invasion in February 2022.

“Each such Russian strike un-
dermines trust in everything be-
ing done diplomatically to end this
war and, time and again, proves
that only strong pressure on Rus-
sia and clear security guarantees
for Ukraine are the real key to
stopping the killings,” he said on
social media. He also said Russia
had hit a hospital in the southern
city of Zaporizhzhia in a separate
drone attack. Moscow denies tar-
geting Ukrainian civilians, even as
thousands have been killed since it
invaded. Under US pressure, the
two sides have opened talks on
trying to broker a deal to end the
war. But their positions appear far
apart with Moscow demanding
sweeping territorial and political
concessions from Ukraine .

Gunman who fired

shots in Thai
school detained

Aviation Administration (FAA) said late Tuesday
the airspace over the Texas metropolis

would be shut to all aircraft for 10 days, citing
unspecified national “security reasons,” only
to lift the closure after less than 24 hours. The
report of a drone breach comes some five
months into a US military campaign targeting
alleged drug-smuggling boats, and could
provide a pretext for President Donald Trump
to follow through on his threats to expand the
strikes to land, potentially in Mexico.

did so. (AFP)

Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy said

in a post on X that the FAA and the Defence
Department “acted swiftly to address a cartel
drone incursion,” adding: “The threat has
been neutralized, and there is no danger to
commercial travel in the region.”

A US administration official meanwhile said
the breach was by “Mexican cartel drones,”
and that US forces “took action to disable
the drones,” without specifying how they

PM holds talks with

Turkish FM in Ankara

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh

Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani met yesterday

in Ankara with Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkiye Hakan Fidan.
During the meeting, they discussed co-operation relations between
the two countries and ways to support and enhance them, and

the latest developments in the region, in addition to a number of
topics of mutual interest. Both sides also stressed the importance of
intensifying regional and international efforts to de-escalate tension
in the region through dialogue and peaceful means, in order to

consolidate regional security. (QNA)

Canada stunned by deadliest
school shooting in decades

AFP
Toronto

C anada was in mourning
yesterday, Prime Minis-
ter Mark Carney said, af-
ter a lone shooter killed at least
nine people, including seven at a
school, and injured dozens more
in aremote western town.

An emotional Carney said in
brief remarks to reporters that
“the nation mourns” with British
Columbia’s Tumbler Ridge af-
ter Tuesday’s shooting. “Canada
stands by you.”

He said he had requested flags
be lowered to half-staff for sev-
en days following the tragedy,
among the deadliest shootings
in Canada’s history, and that nu-
merous world leaders had offered
their condolences.

Tumbler Ridge, a tight-knit
community of about 2,400 resi-
dents, lies in the foothills of the
Canadian Rockies near the pro-
vincial border with Alberta, hun-
dreds of kilometers from any ma-
jor city.

Mayor Darryl Krakowka told
public broadcaster CBC “the
community is grieving. It's a big
tragedy, we’re one big family
here”

The town was in a state of
shock yesterday as media began
to descend on the remote com-
munity, ringed by snow-capped
mountains.

Emergency responders found
six people shot dead Tuesday
at Tumbler Ridge’s secondary
school, while a seventh person
died in transit to hospital, the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police

This photographovided by local journalist Trent Ernst the middle school and high school building
where a shooting took place, leaving at least nine people dead in the small town of Tumbler Ridge,
British Columbia.

said in a statement.Two others
were killed at a nearby residence,
while at least 25 people sustained
injuries in the attack.

The suspect, described by
police in an initial emergency
alert as a “female in a dress with
brown hair,” was found dead at
the school with an apparent self-
inflicted gunshot wound.

Police have not yet released
identifying information about
the shooter or victims, but CBC
News reported the suspect’s
identity was known to authori-
ties.

“We will get through this. We
will learn from this. But right
now, it’s a time to come together,
as Canadians always do in these
situations, these terrible situa-
tions, to support each other, to
mourn together and to grow to-

gether,” Carney said. He called off
a planned trip to the Munich Se-
curity Conference and will brief
parliament at 2:00 pm (1900
GMT).

King Charles, the monarch
of Canada, said in a statement
that he and Queen Camilla were
“profoundly shocked and sad-
dened” to learn of the attack.

“In such a closely connected
town, every child’s name will be
known and every family will be a
neighbor,” he said.

While several mass Kkillings
have occurred in recent years
in Canada, deadly attacks on
schools are very rare, especially
compared to the neighboring
Us.

In 1989, a self-described
anti-feminist man killed 13 fe-
male students and a secretary

Cyclone kills 31 in Madagascar’s second city

AFP

Reuters
Bangkok

Antananarivo

officer to wound a teacher and a girl at a school in

Ql gunman who used a firearm stolen from a police
southern Thailand’s Hat Yai district yesterday has

been detained, authorities said.

The 17-year-old suspect entered Patongprathankiriwat
School in Songkhla Province’s Hat Yai earlier in the day,
appearing agitated, the provincial government said in a

statement.

The suspect has a sister at the school, police com-
mander Teerasak Chaiyotha said, but a motive has yet to

be determined.

A female teacher was critically injured and had under-
gone surgery and was now in an intensive care unit, while
a teen girl was shot in the waist and was now in stable

condition, he added.

In a photograph shared by police, the suspect, barefoot
and wearing shorts and a T-shirt, is shown pinned to the

ground by armed officers.

He had earlier attacked a police officer and stolen his
firearm, provincial governor Ratthasart Chidchoo said,
adding that the suspect had a history of substance abuse
and was discharged from a psychiatric hospital in Decem-
ber. In a video obtained by Reuters, armed police officers
storm the three-storey school building as gunfire rings
out. Another video shows students running down stair-
cases while police - some wearing helmets, black bullet-

hour.

lapsed.

fected.

cyclone packing violent winds
Ahas killed at least 31 people in
Madagascar’s

est city, ripping roofs off buildings,
causing flooding and felling trees,
the Indian Ocean island’s disaster
authority said yesterday, releasing an
updated toll.

Cyclone Gezani made landfall on
Tuesday, slamming into the coun-
try’s second city Toamasina, with
winds reaching 250 kilometres per

The National Office for Risk and
Disaster Management (BNRGC) late
yesterday said it had recorded 31
deaths, many after houses had col-

Four people remained missing and
at least 36 were seriously injured, it
said, with over 250,000 people af-

“What happened is a disaster:
nearly 75% of the city of Toamasina
was destroyed,” said Madagascar’s
new leader, Colonel Michael Ran-
drianirina, who had travelled to Toa-
masina ahead of the cyclone’s land-

second-larg-

Madagascar’s
said Randrianirina, who seized power
in October, calling on “international
partners and donors” to support the
impoverished island.

Drone footage shared by the BN-
RGC on social media showed ma-
jor flooding in the east coast city
of 400,000 people, about 220km
northeast of the capital Antanan-
arivo, with residents wading through
water and roofs ripped off buildings.

The city appeared battered, its
streets littered with trees uprooted
by the force of the cyclone.

A resident leans on a cart near destroyed structures in the city of Toamasina,
on the east coast of Madagascar, struck by Tropical Cyclone Gezani.

capabilities alone,’

A

the city, the authority said, adding
that post-disaster assessments were
still under way.

“It’s total chaos: 90% of house
roofs have been blown off, entirely
or in part,” said the head of disaster
management at the Action Against
Hunger humanitarian group, Rija
Randrianarisoa.

“The roads are completely in-
accessible because of trees on the
ground, sheet metal,” he told AFP.

The CMRS cyclone forecaster on
France’s Reunion island confirmed
Tuesday that Toamasina had been

proof vests, and carrying rifles - shout: “Go home kids,
it’s safe”

fall to support residents.
“The current situation exceeds

The storm also caused carnage in
the Atsinanana region surrounding

“directly hit by the most intense
part” of the storm.

at Montreal’s Ecole Polytech-
nique. After the country’s dead-
liest shooting attack, which left
22 people dead in Nova Scotia
in 2020, Canada banned some
1,500 models of assault weap-
ons.

Tumbler Ridge student Dar-
ian Quist told CBC he was in his
mechanics class when there was
an announcement that the school
was in lockdown.

He said initially he “didn’t
think anything was going on,” but
started receiving “disturbing”
photos about the carnage.

“It set in what was happening,”
Quist said.

He stayed in lockdown for
more than two hours until police
stormed in, ordering everyone to
put their hands up before escort -
ing them out of the school.

Indian court
sentences
journalist
tojailin
defamation case

An Indian court has sentenced

a journalist to one year in jail for
some of his social media posts

on the Adani Group, saying they
were unverified, defamatory

and portrayed the group ina
disreputable light, Reuters reported
from New Delhi. Adani Enterprises,
led by billionaire Gautam Adani,
filed the case in 2021 against India
journalist Ravi Nair in a district court
in Gujarat, accusing him of making
statements suggesting “political
patronage.. financial irregularities
and unethical conduct”, according
to a Tuesday court order seen by
Reuters. “No documentary material,
official record, or verified data has
been produced to substantiate the
serious allegations made against the
complainant company,” the court
said in its order. Nair told Reuters
he will appeal the conviction but
declined to comment further.

The Adani group did not
immediately respond to a Reuters
request for comment. Nair’s lawyer
argued the posts were based on
publicly available material and
constitute fair comment and
criticism, the court order noted.
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Qatari and Kuwaiti dignitaries lead the cake-cutting ceremony to mark the National Day of Kuwait yesterday.

PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam

Kuwait celebrates National Day in Doha,
highlights deep-rooted bonds with Qatar

By Ayman Adly
Staff Reporter

ighlighting more than
chree centuries of deep-

rooted ties, the Embassy
of Kuwait in Doha celebrated
the country’s 65th National Day
and 35th Liberation Day yester-
day, underscoring the strength
of Qatari-Kuwaiti relations. The
reception, held at the Sheraton
Grand Doha Resort & Conven-
tion Hotel, was hosted by Kuwaiti
charge d’affaires Fahad al-Zoubi,
who lauded the strong and well-
established brotherly ties be-
tween the two nations. While
official diplomatic relations were
established in 1971, he noted that
relations between the peoples of
the two nations date back more
than 300 years.

The event was attended by a
number of dignitaries and senior
officials from Qatar and Kuwait,
as well as ambassadors and heads
of diplomatic missions accred-
ited to the country. Among those
present were HE the Minister of
Municipality Abdullah bin Hamad
bin Abdullah al-Attiya, HE the
Minister of Transport Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Abdulla bin Mohamed

Kuwaltl charge d’affaires Fahad
al-Zoubi at the celebration.

al-Thani, HE the Minister of En-
dowments and Islamic Affairs
Ghanem bin Shaheen bin Ghanem
al-Ghanem, HE the Speaker of the
Shura Council Hassan bin Abdul-
lah al-Ghanim, HE Sheikh Faisal
bin Qassim al-Thani; and other
officials and dignitaries.

Al-Zoubi stressed that the
strong bilateral relations between
Qatar and Kuwait were laid by their
forefathers, paving the way for
current generations to enjoy such
exceptional ties. He highlighted

the two nations’ shared traditions,
heritage, and long-standing social
connections, including intermar-

riage and extended family ties.
These solid foundations, he said,
have further strengthened diplo-

matic and political co-operation
between the leaderships of both
countries. Trade and business re-

lations continue to grow, with bi-
lateral trade reaching $1.4bn as of
February last year.

He stressed that Kuwait has
consistently promoted peace and
stability in the region and beyond,
noting that both Qatar and Kuwait
adhere to the principle of peace-
ful dispute resolution to safeguard
regional and international sta-
bility. In this context, the charge
d’affaires expressed gratitude to
Qatar and other countries that
stood by Kuwait during its libera-
tion, describing the Qatari people
as generous and noble, always ex-
tending support and solidarity to
their Kuwaiti brothers.

In 2014, Kuwait was designated
by the United Nations General As-
sembly as a Humanitarian Cen-
tre in recognition of its efforts to
advance peace and humanitarian
causes. Al-Zoubi noted that Qatar
and Kuwait share this humanitar-
ian vision and a commitment to
stability and peaceful coexistence
among nations.

He added that the two countries
have recently signed several co-
operation agreements across vari-
ous sectors to further strengthen
their relations, and wished both
nations continued prosperity, sta-
bility and progress.
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