
PM receives phone 
call from Turkish FM
HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim al-Thani received 
yesterday a phone call from 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Turkiye Hakan Fidan. They 
discussed the relations of 
co-operation between the two 
countries and ways to support 
and enhance them, and the latest 
developments in the region, 
in addition to several topics of 
mutual interest. The two sides 
also stressed the importance 
of intensifying regional and 
international efforts to reduce 
escalation and tensions in the 
region through dialogue and 
peaceful means, in order to 
consolidate regional security. 
(QNA)

In Brief

GULF     TIMES

 published in

QATAR

since 1978SATURDAY Vol. XXXXVI No. 13644

February 7, 2026
Sha’ban 19, 1447 AH
 
www.gulf-times.com   2 Riyals 

Workers/Sta� 
Accommodations  

Commercial 
Shops     

Warehouse/
Stores

Villa's & Residential 
Apartments

P. O. Box: 60861, 1st. Floor, Building # 11, Street 852, Zone 74, Al Khor, Qatar
+974 3030 0880, +974 3341 9475

habarirealestate.com

SPACES 
THAT MOVE 
YOU FORWARD
Residential and commercial spaces in
prime locations across Qatar.

CR No: 174949

BUSINESS  |  Page 1

Expert calls for 
strengthening cyber 
resilience across 
Qatar’s key sectors

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani yesterday held talks with Italian 
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni on enhancing bilateral co-operation between the two 
countries, as well as a number of issues of common interest. In a post on X platform, His 
Highness said the meeting with the Italian PM in Milan, held on the sidelines of the opening 
ceremony of the Olympic Winter Games Milano Cortina 2026, provided an opportunity to 
review ways to strengthen co-operation between the two friendly countries and to exchange 
views on regional and international developments and issues of mutual interest. (QNA)

Amir, Italian PM discuss ways 
to enhance bilateral relations

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani holds talks with International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) President Kirsty Coventry ahead of the opening of the Milano 
Cortina 2026 Winter Olympic Games in the Italian city of Milan yesterday.

Amir meets IOC president in Milan

National Sport Day an investment in community health: PHCC

As Qatar National Sport 
Day represents one of the 
state’s leading national 

initiatives, embodying Qatar’s vi-
sion of building a healthy, active, 
and productive society, Primary 
Health Care Corporation (PHCC) 
has highlighted its pivotal role in 
embedding this concept by imple-
menting awareness and commu-
nity programmes that encourage 
physical activity. 

PHCC notes that this  year’s Na-
tional Sport Day (Feb 10) slogan, 
‘I Chose Sport’, delivers a clear 
message that reflects community 
awareness of the importance of 
making conscious, responsible 
decisions about health. Dr Mariam 
Ali Abdul Malik, managing direc-
tor of PHCC, said that Qatar Na-
tional Sport Day reflects the coun-
try’s commitment to preventive 
health and to embedding sport as a 
fundamental part of daily life. She 
noted that PHCC views this day 
as a national platform for raising 
health awareness and promoting 
positive behaviours across society.

She explained that physical ac-
tivity directly contributes to pre-
venting many chronic diseases 
and improving both mental and 
physical health. The corporation 
integrates the concept of physical 
activity into healthcare services de-
livered through its health centres via 
awareness campaigns, preventive 
screenings, and health counselling.

Dr Zelaikha al-Wahedi, assist-
ant managing director of Qual-
ity and Workforce Development at 
PHCC, stated that National Sport 
Day reflects the country’s com-
mitment to investing in human 
health as the true capital of sus-
tainable development. Promoting 
physical activity improves work 
performance and enhances the 

psychological and physical well-
being of employees and the wider 
community

Meanwhile, Musallam Mubarak 
al-Nabit, assistant managing di-
rector, Administration and Cor-
porate Services at PHCC, stressed 
that National Sport Day provides 
an opportunity to strengthen a 
culture of health within workplac-

es and institutions. Sport contrib-
utes to higher productivity, re-
duced work stress, and improved 
quality of life for employees. 

As for Dr Samya Ahmad al-
Abdullah, assistant managing 
director, Operations and Clinical 
Affairs and Executive Director of 
Operations at PHCC, National 
Sport Day is strengthening pre-
ventive health. She emphasised 
that regular exercise improves 
health outcomes and reduces the 
need for medical interventions. 
Dr Mohammed Ghaith al-Ku-
wari, assistant managing direc-
tor of strategy and business de-
velopment at PHCC, stated that 
National Sport Day reflects the 
country’s strategic vision to pro-
mote physical activity as a life-
style for building a healthy, active 

society and preventing chronic 
disease.

Furthermore, Dr Abdullah Mo-
hammed al-Mansoori, execu-
tive director, Administration and 
Finance Directorate at PHCC, 
said investing in physical activ-
ity yields long-term reductions 
in healthcare costs. Prevention 
through sport helps decrease rates 
of chronic disease. 

Finally, Huda Mohsen al-Wahe-
di, executive director, Corporate 
Communications Directorate at 
PHCC, added that National Sport 
Day is an important opportunity 
to promote awareness messages 
encouraging healthy lifestyles. 
She emphasised the central role of 
Corporate Communications Di-
rectorate in delivering these mes-
sages to all segments of society.

PHCC notes that this  year’s National Sport Day slogan, ‘I Chose Sport’, delivers a clear message that reflects 
community awareness of the importance of making conscious, responsible decisions about health.

“National Sport Day reflects the country’s 
strategic vision to promote physical activity 
as a lifestyle for building a healthy, active 
society and preventing chronic disease”

Qatar hopeful on positive  
outcome of US-Iran talks
Qatar has welcomed the 

negotiations between the 
United States of Ameri-

ca and Iran, which were held in 
Muscat yesterday, expressing in 
this context its hope that they will 
lead to a comprehensive agree-
ment that achieves the interests 
of both parties and enhances se-
curity and stability in the region.

In a statement, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (MoFA) expressed 
State of Qatar’s full apprecia-
tion to the Sultanate of Oman for 
hosting and facilitating the nego-
tiations, and for its good offices 
with several friendly countries to 
defuse the crisis and enhance op-
portunities for constructive dia-
logue to address all outstanding 
issues. The ministry also renewed 
Qatar’s firm support for de-esca-
lation efforts, resolving conflicts 
through diplomatic means, and 
bolstering peace and regional 
stability. 

Meanwhile, Egypt has reaf-
firmed its full support for the 
resumption of negotiations be-
tween the United States and Iran 
through the meeting being held 
in Muscat, under the mediation 

of the Sultanate of Oman. In a 
statement, Egypt’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said that Cairo’s 
backing of efforts aimed at de-
escalation and reaching a peace-
ful and sustainable settlement to 
the Iranian nuclear file comes in 
line with the directives of Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah al-Sisi. 

The statement stressed that 
the core of these efforts must be 
based on creating a conducive 
atmosphere founded on good-
will and mutual respect, enabling 
the swift conclusion of a lasting 

agreement and sparing the region 
the risks of military escalation, 
whose catastrophic consequenc-
es would affect all countries in 
the region.

The ministry emphasised that 
there are no military solutions to 
the Iranian nuclear issue, not-
ing that dialogue and negotia-
tions remain the only viable path 
forward, in a manner that takes 
into account the interests of all 
concerned parties. It affirmed 
that Egypt will continue to sup-
port efforts aimed at reaching an 

agreement on the Iranian nuclear 
file, in co-ordination with its 
regional partners, in a way that 
serves the interests of both ne-
gotiating sides and the region as 
a whole.

The statement specifically 
commended the constructive ef-
forts undertaken by Qatar, Turki-
ye, Oman, Saudi Arabia, and Pa-
kistan in this regard, expressing 
Egypt’s hope that these sincere 
endeavours will lead to a posi-
tive breakthrough that enhances 
prospects for stability and peace 
in the region.

The ministry also underscored 
the importance of strengthening 
international efforts to address 
nuclear non-proliferation risks 
in the region in a comprehensive 
manner, including support for the 
establishment of a Middle East 
free of nuclear weapons without 
exception, the universalisation of 
the Treaty on the Non-Prolifer-
ation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) 
in the region, and the application 
of comprehensive safeguards by 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) to all nuclear fa-
cilities. (QNA) Page 4

Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa met yesterday with HE the Minister 
of Culture Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Hamad al-Thani, who is currently 
visiting Syria. During the meeting, they discussed aspects of  
co-operation between the two countries in cultural fields, and ways to 
support and develop them, as this year Qatar is the Guest of Honour of 
the Damascus International Book Fair. ( QNA)

Syrian president meets  
culture minister

US special envoy Steve Witkoff, Jared Kushner and Oman’s Foreign 
Minister Badr bin Hamad al-Busaidi during a meeting in Muscat. (AFP)

Al-Attiyah and Carrera in cruise control after 
opening leg at Qatar International Rally

Qatar’s Nasser Saleh al-Attiyah and his co-driver Candido Carrera were 
firmly in command of the Qatar International Rally after six special 
stages to the north of Doha yesterday. The duo won five of the gravel 
speed tests in their Autotek Skoda Fabia RS to take a comfortable 
advantage of 92 seconds over Abdulaziz al-Kuwari and his brother 
Nasser. Six further special stages are planned today before the rally 
reaches a conclusion with the ceremonial finish at Lusail. Sport Page 4
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Palestinian solidarity rally in Yemen

Protesters, mainly Houthi supporters, rally in solidarity with Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, in Sanaa, Yemen, yesterday.

SA launches foot-and-mouth 
vaccine as infections spread
Reuters
Johannesburg

South Africa yesterday an-
nounced its first foot-and-
mouth vaccine in 20 years as 

it seeks to boost local ‌production 
of inoculation doses to ‌fight the 
country’s worst ‍ outbreak of the 
disease in many years.

Foot-and-mouth is a highly con-
tagious viral disease that mainly 
affects cattle, causing painful blis-
ters ‍ in the mouth and on hooves. 
Although it is not often fatal, espe-
cially among adult cattle, it affects 
livestock’s productivity. 

Developed by the government’s 
Agricultural Research Council 
(ARC), the vaccine will be part of 
‌South Africa’s bid to vaccinate 80% 
of its national herd of about 12mn 
cattle, 7.2mn ‍of which are on com-
mercial ‌farms.

The ARC will supply 20,000 vac-
cine doses per week from March 
2026, raising its output to 200,000 
doses per week from 2027, the Agri-

culture Ministry said in a statement.
South Africa is having to import 

most of its foot-and-mouth vac-
cines, including from Botswana, 
Argentina and Turkiye, due to the 
limited capacity of its ​underfunded 
state-owned manufacturing enti-
ties. “What ‌today means is that 
when we are able to manufacture 

at scale ‍and at full production, this 
vaccine will ensure South Africa’s 
vaccine sovereignty when dealing 
with foot-and-mouth disease,” Ag-
riculture Minister John Steenhuisen 
said during a media briefing.

The government has faced criti-
cism ​from livestock farmers who say 
they are suffering heavy losses over 

its handling of the outbreak.
Two farmer groups, the South-

ern African Agri Initiative and Free 
State Agriculture, have threatened 
legal action against the govern-
ment, saying its response has been 
“fragmented, slow and structurally 
incapable of matching the scale and 
pace of the outbreak”.

US condemns  
Nigeria attack 
that killed 162
AFP
Lagos

The US yesterday con-
demned the killing of at 
least 162 villagers by gun-

men in western central Nigeria, 
calling it “horrific” and “sense-
less violence”.

The attack late Tuesday on 
the village of Woro in Kwara 
state came after the military re-
cently carried out operations in 
the area against what it called 
“terrorist elements”.

Suspected militants burned 
shops and a traditional ruler’s 
home, with wounded people 
fleeing into the bush, said Ba-
baomo Ayodeji, Kwara state sec-
retary of the Red Cross.

Villagers told AFP that more 
than 160 bodies were found, 
with the Red Cross putting the 
death toll at 162.

The state governor Abdul-
Rahman AbdulRazaq, however, 
gave a lower toll of 75 dead.

“The US condemns the hor-
rific attack in Kwara state in Ni-

geria, which claimed the lives of 
more than 160 people, with the 
death toll still unconfirmed and 
many still unaccounted for,” the 
US embassy in Nigeria said in a 
post on X.

Ordering a battalion to secure 
the area on Wednesday, Nigerian 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
condemned the “beastly attack”, 
which he said was carried out 
against villagers who had reject-
ed the militants’ ideology.

The US welcomed Tinubu’s 
deployment of security forces to 
protect villages and his order for 
the immediate provision of aid 
to victims, the embassy said.

Insecurity in Africa’s most 
populous country has been un-
der intense scrutiny in recent 
months since US President 
Donald Trump alleged a “geno-
cide” of Christians in Nigeria.

The claim has been rejected 
by the Nigerian government and 
many independent experts, who 
say the country’s security crises 
claim the lives of different reli-
gious communities, often with-
out distinction.

Nigerian court orders 
UK to pay compensation 
over colonial-era killings
AFP
Lagos

A Nigerian court has or-
dered the British gov-
ernment to pay £420mn 

($570mn) to the families of 21 
miners who were shot dead by 
the colonial authorities nearly 
80 years ago, their lawyer said 
yesterday.

Police opened fire on the 
workers, who were staging a 
sit-in protest against working 
conditions and unpaid salaries 
at the mine in the Iva Valley in 
the southeastern state of Enu-
gu on November 18, 1949.

Fifty-one others were 
wounded in the shooting that 
fuelled growing calls for Nige-
rian independence, which was 
finally achieved in 1960.

The case was brought by Ni-
gerian human rights activist 
Mazi Greg Onoh at a court in 

Enugu. Judge Anthony Onovo 
ruled in a decision handed 
down on Thursday that the UK 
government should pay £20mn 
to each of the victims’ families.

The families’ lawyers, Yemi 
Akinseye-George, said that 
once they had a copy of the 
judgment, they would ask Ni-
geria’s attorney general and 
foreign ministry in Abuja to 
notify London and initiate 
“diplomatic steps toward com-
pliance”.

“The British authorities, de-
spite proper service, declined 
to enter or respond to the court 
process,” he added.

In 2013, the UK agreed to pay 
damages to more than 5,000 
Kenyans who had been victims 
of torture and ill-treatment 
during the Mau Mau uprising in 
the 1950s.

It expressed its “sincere re-
grets” and paid some £20mn  
in compensation.

Drought spreads beyond Kenya’s arid 
north, plunging herders into crisis
Reuters
Shompole

The dozens of cow and goat 
carcasses scattered around 
Maria Katanga’s ‌family 

compound testify to the grinding 
impact of an ongoing ‌drought on 
Kenya’s pastoralist communities 
who ‍rely on livestock for survival.

Since August, the 24-year-
old Maasai herder has lost more 
than 100 cattle and 300 goats to 
drought — and the animals still in 
her care are too emaciated to pro-
duce milk.

Kenya has ‍ been here before, 
most recently in 2022 when a 
record drought decimated live-
stock populations and plunged 
pastoralists in the East African 
country’s arid north and north-
east into a hunger crisis.

But now, as such climate disas-
ters become more frequent, their 
impact is also spreading to areas 
that have traditionally not been 
deeply affected by drought such 
as Kajiado county, which borders 
the capital ‌Nairobi and where Ka-
tanga lives. As the animals have 
grown weaker, their value has 
also shrivelled, Katanga’s stepson 
Emmanuel Loshipae told Reuters.

“A cow that was being sold for 
60,000 ‍ or 70,000 Kenyan shil-
lings (before the drought) is being 
sold ‌for 5,000 shillings,” Loshi-
pae, 19, said.

He added that the family had 
been forced into distress sales to 
pay for animal feed in the absence 
of grazing land.

Local administrator Lemaiyan 
Samuel Kureko said groups of 

herders were moving further 
afield, even crossing the border 
into Tanzania, in search of pas-
ture and water.

“There have been droughts be-
fore in the region but this one is 
the worst,” he told Reuters.

Kenya’s National Drought 
Management Authority (NDMA) 
warned last month that recurrent 
droughts were increasing com-
petition for scarce resources and 
raising the risk of violent conflict.

The crisis has also hit ‌countries 
in the Horn of Africa, with Soma-
lia declaring a national drought 
emergency in November after re-

current seasons of poor rainfall. 
The UN ‍ World Food Programme 
warned last month that millions 
of Somalis were grappling with 
severe hunger, even as foreign aid 
cuts have hamstrung NGOs’ ca-
pacity to respond to skyrocketing 
needs.

“Malnutrition is also alarm-
ingly high with almost half of all 
children malnourished and in 
need of urgent treatment,” WFP 
said in a statement.

On Wednesday, the Kenya Me-
teorological ​Department released 
its forecast for the March-May 
monsoon, with Kajiado expected 

to receive near-average to below-
average rainfall.

Last month the NDMA said it 
had distributed cash aid to over 
130,000 households in histori-
cally arid counties — mainly in 
the north — to help them cope 
with rising hunger due to the 
drought. But the relief measures 
did not extend to Kajiado.

“No people have died yet, but 
the livestock are gone and the sun 
is getting hotter every day,” ad-
ministration official Kureko said. 
“We have been weakened to such 
a level that we can only pray for 
God’s help.”

Maasai pastoralists lead emaciated cattle, affected by the worsening drought due to the failed rainy season, 
to a watering point, near Magadi township of Kajiado, Kenya.

File photo of cattle as foot-and-mouth disease vaccinations are conducted at Karan Beef, which operates 
feedlot, in Heidelberg, South Africa.

Thousands attend 
burial of slain son of 
Libya’s Gaddafi
AFP
Bani Walid

Thousands turned out yes-
terday for the burial of the 
slain son of former Libyan 

ruler Muammar Gaddafi in a town 
that still holds allegiance to the 
late longtime leader.

Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, once seen 
by some as Libya’s heir apparent, 
was shot dead in his home in the 
northwestern city of Zintan on 
Tuesday.

His burial in the town of Bani 
Walid, some 175 kilometres south 
of Tripoli, brought together thou-
sands of Gaddafi loyalists, nearly 
15 years after the ruler was toppled 
and killed in a 2011 Nato-backed 
uprising.

Some came from other parts of 
the country.

“We are here to accompany our 
beloved one, the son of our leader 
in whom we placed our hope and 
our future,” said Waad Ibrahim, 
a 33-year-old woman from Sirte, 
nearly 300 kilometres away.

The woman blamed the coun-
try’s eastern and western rival 
powers for Saif’s killing.

“They met in France to agree 
that the only obstacle standing in 
their way was Saif,” she said re-
ferring to a recent US-brokered 
meeting in Paris between officials 
from both sides.

Libya remains split between 
Prime Minister Abdelhamid 
Dbeibah’s UN-backed govern-
ment based in Tripoli and an 
eastern administration backed by 

Khalifa Haftar. The North African 
has struggled to recover from cha-
os that erupted following the 2011 
Arab Spring uprising.

Each year, Bani Walid celebrates 
the anniversary of a 1969 coup 
that brought Gaddafi to power, 
with people parading through the 
streets with portraits of the ex-
leader and Libya’s green flag from 
before the revolt.

Ahead of the burial yesterday, 
locals also carried those portraits 
and flags while chanting pro-
Gaddafi slogans and declaring 
that “the martyrs’ blood will not 
be shed in vain”.

Sabri Gachout, a 66-year-old 
from Tripoli, said Saif’s killing 
meant that “elections can now be 
organised without him in the elec-
toral process”.

In 2021, Saif announced he 
would run for president, but the 
elections aiming to unify the 
country under a UN agreement 
were indefinitely postponed.

Marcel Ceccaldi, a French law-
yer who had been representing 
Saif, told AFP he was killed by 
“four-man commando”.

Authorities said they were 
probing his death as the assailants 
remained at large.

Saadi Gaddafi, Saif’s young-
er brother, said his dead sibling 
would be buried “next to his 
brother Khamis Gaddafi”, who was 
killed during the 2011 unrest.

Under his father’s 40-year rule, 
Saif was described as the de facto 
prime minister, cultivating an im-
age of moderation and reform de-
spite holding no official position.
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