
By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

HE Dr Majed Mohamed 
al-Ansari, Adviser to the 
Prime Minister and Of-

fi cial Spokesperson of the Min-
istry of Foreign Aff airs (MoFA), 
yesterday disclosed that diplo-
matic talks and high-level visits 
between Qatar and Iran leader-
ships were ongoing to de-esca-
late the situation and maintain 
regional stability.

Speaking at yesterday’s MoFA 
weekly briefi ng, Dr al-Ansari 
stressed that all regional and in-
ternational stakeholders are en-
gaged in continuous discussions 
aimed at returning to diplomat-
ic solutions and the negotiating 
table. The goal is to prevent any 
escalation and preserve stability 
and peace across the region.

Qatar, he said, has consist-
ently implemented all necessary 
precautionary measures to safe-
guard its security, sovereignty 
and citizens amid potential re-
gional escalations. Prolonged 
disputes and rising tensions 
serve no-one’s interests, par-
ticularly given Iran’s status as a 

neighbour with shared histori-
cal ties. A tense regional future 
would harm everyone involved.

Dr al-Ansari noted that all 
parties — including Iran, the US 
and Turkiye — are collaborating 
closely with Qatar, which has al-
ways prioritised diplomatic and 
peaceful dispute resolution for 
the benefi t of all.

On the Gaza Strip, he empha-
sised the urgent need to fully 
reopen the Rafah Crossing to 
enable free movement for Pal-
estinians seeking treatment, 
education and other humani-
tarian needs. The crossing must 
also stay open for aid deliveries, 
as humanitarian issues should 
remain separate from political 
disputes.

While welcoming the partial 
reopening as a positive devel-
opment, Dr al-Ansari said it 
falls far short of requirements. 
Over 20,000 patients urgently 
require medical care but can-
not access it due to the ongoing 
standoff .

Qatar, he added, is work-
ing tirelessly with partners — 
including Egypt, the US, the 
European Union and various 
international entities — to al-
leviate suff ering and halt what 
he termed a “full crime against 
humanity.”

Addressing repeated accusa-
tions against Qatar from Israeli 
Knesset members, Dr al-Ansari 
declared: “We completely reject 
all attempts to use Qatar’s name 
in the internal political confl icts 
of the Israeli government.”

He pointed out that Qatar’s 
name is routinely dragged into 
Israel’s domestic disputes, de-
spite Qatar never attacking Isra-
el. Israel, by contrast, launched 
an unprovoked assault on Qatar, 
killing civilians and damag-
ing civilian infrastructure — for 
which its prime minister later 
formally apologised, pledging 
never to repeat such actions.

Qatar, Dr al-Ansari reaf-
fi rmed, consistently promotes 
peace and stability while reject-
ing hostile posturing, having no 
involvement whatsoever in Is-
rael’s internal political matters.

By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

Web Summit Qatar 2026 
has drawn widespread 
praise from interna-

tional participants, who say its or-
ganisation, scale and energy rival 
the world’s top technology gath-
erings and cement Doha’s status 
as a global events hub. 

Business leaders, founders and 
investors highlighted not only the 
summit’s professional execution 
and high-calibre attendance, but 
also Qatar’s growing appeal as a 
destination for innovation, in-
vestment and quality living.

They told Gulf Times that Doha 
has established itself as a global 
hub for the eff ective organisation 
of high-end international events, 
as this summit – which has gath-
ered industry pioneers, startups, 

established businesses and ex-
perts in one place – has provided 
excellent business opportunities 
and an active platform to connect 
with others in the industry.

Faisal Amir Malik, chief tech-
nology offi  cer, solution sales and 
marketing, Huawei Enterprise 
Business, said the summit has been 
a great opportunity to reach out to 
potential partners, as Huawei aims 
to provide complete and compre-

hensive ICT solutions with ade-
quate infrastructure for Accelerate 
Industrial Intelligence (ACT). This, 
he noted, will enhance government 
tech services and speed up digital 
transformation. He described Web 
Summit Qatar as among the best 
globally in its fi eld, citing the great 
turnout and strong participation 
from both the government and pri-
vate sectors.

Adrien Dubuisson, regional 

marketing manager at Figma, a 
French design and prototyping 
company, praised the layout and 
organisation of the stalls and pa-
vilions, which make participants 
easily accessible to visitors with-
out crowding. He stressed that 
visitors to the summit are genu-
inely interested in serious busi-
ness, making it a great opportu-
nity for startups to reach potential 
partners and customers. He also 

described Doha as a safe, conven-
ient, exceptionally clean and well-
organised city where many Euro-
peans could enjoy living, thanks 
to its excellent services, facilities 
and international community. He 
particularly enjoyed cycling on the 
Corniche and praised the trans-
port system.

Dhrubojyoti Saha, from Sundew, 
India, said the summit is one of 
the best in its fi eld in terms of or-

ganisation, accessibility, services 
and the quality of participants and 
visitors. He believes the general 
atmosphere is full of enthusiasm 
and off ers great potential for busi-
nesses to expand and grow their 
reach. He expressed admiration for 
Doha as a city of ultra-modern ar-
chitecture and infrastructure that 
still maintains and preserves its 
original identity and heritage.

Otto Korpela, from Sulvana 
MEA, Finland, said Qatar is an ex-
cellent market for AI, with great 
potential for companies to expand 
and grow. He noted that the sum-
mit benefi ts from ample, well-
organised space that gives partici-
pants excellent visibility.

Vladislav Bakhtyurin, market-
ing manager at OnlyOffi  ce, Uz-
bekistan, pointed out that the 
summit has dedicated open spaces 
for all participants, making them 
easily visible and accessible. He 
said the excellent quality of cus-
tomers and business opportuni-
ties at the event has been a pleas-
ant surprise that exceeded his 
expectations.  To Page 7
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ExxonMobil 
highlights 
long-standing LNG 
partnership with 
QatarEnergy

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani took part 
in the opening of the second edition of the global investor 
meeting, held on the sidelines of Web Summit Qatar 2026. 
During the event, he also met with founders of high-
growth companies and international investors, discussing 
opportunities for collaboration and innovation.
The global investor meeting is an initiative organised by 
the Government Communications Off ice in co-operation 
with the Qatar Investment Authority. It aims to bring 
together leading global investors and technology 
company founders to establish strategic partnerships and 
support economic growth in Qatar and the wider region.
This year’s edition brings together a select group 
of entrepreneurs and investors from 16 countries, 
representing around 40 companies and 50 investment 
institutions. (QNA)

PM rallies global investorsPM rallies global investors Qatar locks in 
27-year LNG 
deal with Japan

QatarEnergy signed a 27-
year Sales and Purchase 
Agreement (SPA) with 

JERA for the supply of up to 3mn 
tonnes per year (mtpy) of LNG 
from Qatar to Japan.

Under the terms of the SPA, 
signed on the sidelines of the 21st 
International Conference and Ex-
hibition on Liquefi ed Natural Gas 
(LNG 2026) in Doha, deliveries 
will commence in 2028.

The agreement was signed by 
HE the Minister of State for En-
ergy Aff airs Saad bin Sherida al-
Kaabi, also the President and CEO 
of QatarEnergy, and the Global 
CEO and Chair of Jera Inc, Yukio 
Kani, in the presence of senior ex-
ecutives from both companies.

Commenting on the occasion, 
HE al-Kaabi said: “We are de-
lighted to further strengthen our 
long-standing relationship with 
JERA, a strategic partner and one 
of the leading LNG players glo-
bally, and to reaffi  rm our contin-
ued commitment to supporting 
Japan’s long-term energy needs.”

The minister added: “Our col-
laboration, which dates back to 
the early 1990s, is a testament to 
the enduring ties between our two 
companies and to our common de-
sire to ensure that safe and reliable 
LNG supplies continue to support 
Japan’s economic development.”

JERA is a Japan-based energy 
company that participates in the 
entire energy value chain ranging 
from upstream development, fuel 
procurement and power genera-
tion to wholesale sales of electric-
ity and gas. Today, JERA is a global 
company with the largest power 
generation capacity in Japan and 
one of the largest fuel handling 
capacities in the world. 

QatarEnergy also signed a 
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) with Japan’s Ministry 
of Economy, Trade and Industry 
(METI) and JERA for supplying 
Japan with additional liquefi ed 
natural gas (LNG) quantities dur-
ing emergency situations.

The MoU, signed on the side-
lines of the 21st International 
Conference and Exhibition on 
Liquefi ed Natural Gas (LNG2026) 
in Doha, stipulates QatarEnergy’s 
response in the event of unfore-
seen emergencies that could aff ect 
Japan such as natural disasters. 
The MoU also includes mecha-
nisms for bilateral consultation on 
appropriate response measures in 
such situations.

The memorandum of under-
standing underlines QatarEn-
ergy’s critical role in ensuring en-
ergy security to all its customers 
through access to supplemental 
LNG volumes during emergencies 
and supply disruptions. It also 
underscores Qatar’s ability to pro-
vide stable LNG supplies as well as 
it well established reputation as a 
reliable and trustworthy energy 
provider. (QNA)

QatarEnergy–JERA 
partnership boosts 
energy co-operation

Participants hail
organisation,
scale, energy

Partial reopening 
of Rafah Crossing 
not enough: MoFA

Qatar engaged with Iran 
to de-escalate tensions

At summit,At summit,
startups startups 
show their show their 
mettlemettle
By Shaima Sheriff 
Staff  Reporter

Entrepreneurs from 
across the region and 
beyond converged in 

Doha for Web Summit Qatar 
2026, where startups pre-
sented technology solutions 
spanning accessibility, e-
commerce, customer reten-
tion and AI, while leveraging 
the summit to connect with 
investors and international 
partners.

Muhammad Wafeeq, 
founder and CEO of Wafeeq 
Technology, a digital platform 
for the deaf and hard of hear-
ing, highlighted the summit’s 
potential, saying. “I want to 
show our solution to the world 
because at the Web Summit 
you can meet diff erent coun-
tries, diff erent startups, dif-
ferent technology, diff erent 
solutions.”

Wafeeq, whose platform 
has already won four national 
awards in Qatar for digital ex-
perience and social impact, 
credited the Ministry of Com-
munication and Information 
Technology and Qatar Devel-
opment Bank for supporting 
the company’s journey.

Similarly, Lamma AI, a 

HE Dr Majed Mohamed al-Ansari

Bahrain-based startup of-
fering instant e-commerce 
solutions for Instagram store 
owners, described the sum-
mit as a networking gold-
mine. “We had a lot of part-
nerships and a lot of investor 
visits to our booth. I think 
Web Summit is a great event 
for networking,” said a rep-
resentative, emphasising the 
practical opportunities the 
event provides for scaling 
their business.  To Page 7 Muhammad Wafeeq

Doha dazzles the tech world at Web Summit 2026
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Qatar takes part 
in UN session on 
social development
Qatar participated in the 

opening session of the 
64th session of the UN 

Commission for Social Develop-
ment.

Qatar was represented at the 
meeting by HE the Minister of Social 
Development and Family Buthaina 
bint Ali al-Jabr al-Nuaimi.

In her address, Her Excellency 
explained that the session was be-
ing held just a few months after the 
Second World Summit for Social 
Development, which was hosted 
by Qatar in November 2025, QNA 
reported from New York. 

She emphasised that the coun-
try has solidifi ed its position as 
a leading global destination for 
dialogue and international co-op-
eration. Al-Nuaimi noted that the 
Summit achieved great success 
and positive global feedback, and 
that the Doha Political Declaration 

served as an important roadmap 
for translating ambitious com-
mitments into practical actions to 
achieve the 2030 Sustainable De-
velopment Goals. 

She also pointed to Qatar’s con-
tinued notable progress across 
all pillars of its National Vision, 
particularly in the fi eld of social 
development, where the family is 
placed at the heart of social poli-
cies, alongside eff orts to empower 
women, enhance the role of youth, 
and support persons with disabili-
ties and the elderly.

Her Excellency highlighted the 
launch of the Ministry of Social 
Development and Family’s Na-
tional Strategy for the period 2025-
2030, under the theme: “From Care 
to Empowerment,” which aims to 
enhance community participation 
and expand social protection. She 
reviewed achievements related to 

women’s empowerment, includ-
ing the 2025 amendments to the 
Civil Human Resources Law, which 
expanded leave entitlements and 
supported work-family balance, 
leading to an increase in women’s 
participation in the workforce to 
more than 63%, in addition to their 
leadership roles in higher educa-
tion institutions.

Underscoring the importance of 
empowering youth, HE al-Nuaimi 
noted the issuance of Law No. (22) 
of 2025 on the rights of persons 
with disabilities and the State’s 
commitment to international 
standards in this fi eld. 

She also announced the Rawda 
Award for Excellence in Social 
Work, which recognises impactful 
initiatives. 

She concluded her address by 
reaffi  rming Qatar’s continued 
support for the Palestinian cause.

Qatar participates in high-level 
roundtable on AI at World 
Government Summit in Dubai

Qatar participated in a 
high-level closed session 
titled “Harnessing Arti-

fi cial Intelligence and Enhanc-
ing National Readiness”, held on 

the sidelines of its attendance at 
the World Government Summit 
2026 in Dubai.

Qatar was represented at the 
session by HE the Minister of Fi-

nance Ali bin Ahmed al-Kuwari. 
The session discussed the evolv-
ing use of artifi cial intelligence 
in productive sectors globally 
and across the Middle East and 
North Africa, as well as regional 
co-operation opportunities to 
maximise the benefi ts of these 
technologies. 

It also reviewed public policy 
priorities for building an eff ec-
tive innovation ecosystem and 
bridging the digital divide.

Furthermore, the session ad-
dressed the impact of artifi cial 
intelligence on labour markets, 
emphasising the importance 
of supporting the workforce 
through education and skills de-
velopment, alongside the role of 
fi scal policies in mitigating risks 
associated with AI adoption in 
the fi nancial sector. (QNA)

Al-Khulaifi meets Spanish state secretary for foreign, global aff airs
HE the Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs, Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh 
al-Khulaifi, held a meeting yesterday via video 
conferencing with State Secretary for Foreign and 
Global Aff airs of Spain, Diego Martinez Belio.
During the meeting, the two sides discussed bilateral 
co-operation and ways to support and enhance 
them. 

They also discussed the latest developments in the 
region, particularly in the Gaza Strip, the occupied 
Palestinian territories, and Iran, in addition to recent 
developments in Latin America.
Furthermore, several mediation files of mutual 
interest were discussed, with both sides stressing 
the importance of strengthening co-ordination and 
consultation in this regard. (QNA)

HE the Minister of Municipality Abdullah bin Hamad bin Abdullah al-Attiyah met yesterday with 
Minister of Digitalisation and Infrastructure of the German state of Thuringia Steff en Schutz, and his 
accompanying delegation. The meeting explored aspects of co-operation between the two sides in 
areas of mutual interest, particularly in strengthening co-operation in the infrastructure field. (QNA)

Municipality minister meets 
German state of Thuringia’s minister
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Lusail University, QAA 
sign pact to strengthen 
academic co-operation
Lusail University and the Qa-

tar Aeronautical Academy 
(QAA) signed a memoran-

dum of understanding (MoU) for 
co-operation in relevant fi elds, 
with HE the Minister of Trans-
port Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dullah bin Mohammed al-Thani 
in attendance.

This signing was part of 
strengthening academic partner-
ships, training, and integrated 
education pathways between the 
two sides.

The MoU is intended to broad-
en collaboration avenues in aca-
demic, training, and research 
areas, contributing to sharing 
expertise and knowledge, as well 
as upgrading educational pro-
grammes and supporting stu-
dents and graduates in align-
ment with labour market needs 
and Qatar National Vision 2030 
(QNV2030).

Overall, the collaboration fi elds 
include exchanging teaching and 
training expertise, streamlining 
access to information through 
shared desktop databases, in ad-
dition to collaborating in provid-

ing joint training opportunities, 
organising student, sports, cul-
tural, and social activities, and 
convening scientifi c meetings, 
lectures, and workshops, thereby 
enhancing knowledge and exper-
tise exchange between the two 
sides.

Director-General of QAA, 
Sheikh Jabor bin Hamad al-Tha-
ni, affi  rmed that the signing rep-
resents a signifi cant step towards 
broadening the academic and 
training horizons between the 
two institutions.

The MoU comes within the 
framework of a joint commit-
ment to advancing the national 
workforce, sharing expertise, 
and backing scientifi c research 
through academic bridging pro-
grammes and joint training, in 
pursuit of having a pool of quali-
fi ed professionals that keep up 
with the rapid evolution of the 
aviation industry, Sheikh Jabor 
noted.

Sheikh Jabor stressed that he is 
confi dent this collaboration will 
open wider fi elds for joint work 
and help support the path of edu-

cation and specialised training in 
alignment with QNV2030.

Lusail University President Dr 
Nizam Hindi emphasised that 
this jointly signed MoU repre-
sents an incredible step in the co-
operation path between the two 
sides and underscores the uni-
versity’s commitment to having 
fl exible and integrated academic 
pathways in place to support 
students and graduates, thereby 
contributing to linking academic 
education with labour market 
needs.

Dr Hindi pointed out that the 
Academic Bridge Program (ABP) 
will provide QAA graduates with 
incredible educational opportu-
nities that strengthen their career 
paths and open wider apertures 
for progress and excellence.

In essence, this collaboration 
underscores the QAA-Lusail Uni-
versity commitment to serving 
education and society, shoring 
up integration between academic 
and applied education, which will 
positively be refl ected on stu-
dents and educational enterprises 
in Qatar. (QNA)

Commercial Bank and MBG 
Corporate Services host 
exclusive ERM & BCP workshop

Commercial Bank recent-
ly hosted an exclusive 
Advisory Workshop on 

Enterprise Risk Management 
(ERM) and Business Continuity 
Planning (BCP) in collaboration 
with MBG Corporate Services.

This session highlighted 
the importance of navigating 
disruptions and ensuring the 
continuity of critical business 
functions. Participants gained 
insights into risk identifi cation 
and assessment, explored key 
risk categories aff ecting busi-
nesses, and learned how ERM 
supports decision-making. The 
workshop also provided a com-
prehensive overview of the BCP 
framework, equipping partici-
pants with practical strategies to 
protect their companies during 
times of crisis.

Fahad Badar, EGM and Chief 
Wholesale and International 
Banking Offi  cer at Commercial 

Bank said: “Supporting our cli-
ents in strengthening enterprise 
risk management and business 
continuity planning is central 
to Commercial Bank’s role as a 
trusted fi nancial partner. Host-
ing workshops of this nature 

refl ects our commitment to 
equipping businesses with the 
insights, frameworks, and prac-
tical tools needed to navigate 
an increasingly complex risk 
landscape. Through initiatives 
like this, we continue to play 
an active role in strengthening 
the resilience of our clients and 
supporting the long-term sta-
bility of the wider business eco-
system.”

Commenting on the work-
shop, Naresh Manchanda of 
MBG Corporate Services, said: 
“Building resilient, future-
ready organisations starts with 
strong risk management and 
continuity planning. By staying 
ahead, you can turn risk into op-
portunity. Together with Com-
mercial Bank, we are equipping 
businesses with the tools and 
insights they need to prepare 
for any scenario and strengthen 
long-term resilience.”

Shafallah Center partners with Microsoft 
to empower people with disabilities

Subsidiaries of AZF sign pact 
with QFC to boost sports sector

EU delegation, Aspire Academy 
set to expand co-operation

A leading disability sup-
port centre in Qatar has 
announced a partnership 

with Microsoft Qatar aimed at ex-
panding digital inclusion and im-
proving access to technology for 
people with disabilities.

The Shafallah Center for Per-
sons with Disabilities, which op-
erates under the Qatar Foundation 
for Social Work, said the collabo-
ration seeks to create long-term 
social impact by empowering 
people with disabilities, with a 
particular focus on children and 
young people.

Under the initiative, ben-
efi ciaries will be equipped with 
future-ready digital skills and 
given improved access to Micro-
soft technologies and accessibil-
ity solutions. The programme 
is designed to help participants 
prepare for emerging technology 
fi elds and a rapidly evolving la-
bour market in Qatar.

The partnership also includes 
support for teachers and stu-
dents to obtain internationally 

recognised Microsoft certifi ca-
tions upon successful completion 
of relevant training programmes. 
In addition, benefi ciaries will 
have opportunities to engage di-
rectly with Microsoft employees 
through mentoring and guidance 
schemes.

Executive Director of the Sha-
fallah Center, Maryam Saif al-
Suwaidi, said the partnership re-
flects the centre’s commitment 
to building effective strategic 
alliances that enable people with 
disabilities to benefit from dig-
ital transformation.

She added that the initiative 
aligns with Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030 and national legisla-

tion protecting the rights of peo-
ple with disabilities, particularly 
in education, training and em-
ployment. 

Al-Suwaidi stressed the 
importance of tailoring pro-
grammes to the specifi c needs of 
Shafallah’s benefi ciaries, with an 
emphasis on practical training and 
modern learning methods that 
promote independence and self-
confi dence.

General Manager of Microsoft 
Qatar, Ahmed al-Dandachi, said 
the company believes technology 
should be accessible to everyone 
and that inclusion is fundamental 
to building more empowered and 
sustainable societies. (QNA)

The subsidiaries of Aspire Zone 
Foundation (AZF), in collaboration 
with the Qatar Financial Centre 
(QFC), yesterday, signed a two-
year strategic memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) at Web 
Summit Qatar to enhance co-
operation in supporting and 
developing the sports sector in 
Qatar.
The MoU also aims to advance 
the sports complex and sports 
business accelerator, and to 
attract local and international 
companies operating in the sports 
sector. This collaboration seeks 
to expand business opportunities 
and strengthen investments in 
this vital field. The agreement was 
signed by Ali Abdulla al-Mutawaa, 
chief of business development and 
enterprise management off icer at 
AZF; Mansoor Rashid al-Khater, CEO 
of QFC; Nasser al-Taweel, deputy 
CEO and chief legal off icer at QFC; 
and Hanan Atwan al-Shammari, 
strategic partnership director of AZF. 

The areas of co-operation between 
the two parties include promoting 
joint projects and initiatives and 
supporting the business and 
innovation ecosystem within the 
sports sector, in line with Qatar’s 
vision to strengthen the sports 
economy and develop sustainable 
investment opportunities.
This collaboration is part of national 
eff orts to boost investment and 
grow the country’s sports economy. 
The partnership reflects the 

commitment of both parties to 
supporting an integrated sports 
ecosystem and achieving Qatar’s 
vision for developing the sports 
sector in accordance with global 
best practices.
Off icials from both sides aff irmed 
that this MoU represents an 
important step toward building 
sustainable strategic partnerships 
that support Qatar’s aspirations to 
become a global hub for sports and 
investment.

The delegation of the European Union to Qatar has 
reaff irmed its strong and constructive partnership 
with Aspire Academy, highlighting years of successful 
collaboration built on shared values of excellence, 
innovation, and social development through sport.
Building on this solid foundation, the ambassador of 
the European Union to Qatar, Dr Cristian Tudor; and 
the director general of Aspire Academy, Ivan Bravo, 
held a meeting at Aspire Academy premises yesterday,  
and agreed to expand their co-operation through new 
joint initiatives that reflect their shared ambition for 
sustainable and long-term collaboration. 
A key milestone in this next chapter will be the third stop 
of Aspire Academy’s Workshop Tour — and its first visit to 
Europe — taking place in Romania, an EU member state, 
in April. The initiative aligns closely with the European 
Union’s commitment to promoting social development, 
innovation, and sustainability through sport. 
In addition, it was agreed to conduct a joint Corporate 
Social Responsibility initiative in Qatar in May, in 
connection with Europe Day on May 9. The event 
will harness the unifying power of sport to promote 
inclusiveness, social cohesion, and support for 
underprivileged communities, reflecting core values at 
the heart of the European Union’s engagement in Qatar 
and worldwide.
Tudor stated: “Our partnership with Aspire Academy 
is a strong example of how sport can serve as a bridge 
between cultures and as a driver for innovation, 
sustainability, and social inclusion. We look forward to 

expanding this co-operation both in Qatar and in Europe, 
reinforcing our shared commitment to empowering 
communities through sport.” Bravo said: “Over the past 
few years, Aspire Academy has been delighted to support 
the EU Delegation in the State of Qatar by providing both 
venues and expertise for the (eunited) Summer Camps. 
“I am particularly proud of the strong collaboration we 
have built, which has allowed us to bring smiles to the 
faces of hundreds of underprivileged children from Syria 
and Gaza, whom we were honoured to host. 
“Building on this successful partnership, we are now 
pleased to move forward with a new endeavour, ‘The 
Workshop Tour Europe – Bucharest 2026’ in collaboration 
as well with the Romanian Football Federation and UEFA 
(European football’s governing body). This initiative 
represents an additional step in football performance 
knowledge sharing but at the same time an opportunity 
to empowering young people through education, sport, 
and sustainability through CSR activities,” Bravo added.

MoU signing between subsidiaries of Aspire Zone Foundation (AZF) and 
the Qatar Financial Centre (QFC), yesterday.

(From left) Dr Cristian Tudor and Ivan Bravo.

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani 
received yesterday a phone call from Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs and International Co-
operation of Italy Antonio Tajani. They discussed the co-operation between the countries and ways to support 
and strengthen them, the latest developments in the region, in addition to a number of topics of mutual interest. 
The two sides also stressed the importance of intensifying regional and international eff orts to reduce escalation 
and tension in the region through dialogue and peaceful means to consolidate regional security. (QNA)

PM receives phone call from Italian deputy PM
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Qatar prioritises 
digital tech to 
strengthen legal 
work: minister
HE the Minister of 

Justice and Minis-
ter of State for Cab-

inet Aff airs Ibrahim bin Ali 
bin Issa al Hassan al- Mo-
hannadi said yesterday that 
Qatar prioritises leveraging 
digital and cutting-edge 
technologies in support-
ing and strengthening legal 
and legislative government 
effi  ciency as part of the 
nation’s strategic transi-
tion towards a knowledge-
based economy.

Addressing a panel dis-
cussion within the third 
Web Summit Qatar 2026, 
the minister added that 
organising this global tech-
nological event embodies 
the national path toward 
digital transformation, 
demonstrating Qatar’s 
standing as a global plat-
form that convenes tech 
and innovation minds, as 
well as high-ranking global 
investors, alongside found-
ers and heads of enterprises 
specialising in tech fi elds.

He recalled the Smart 
Legislative Advisor initia-
tive that had been launched 
by the Council of Ministers 
Secretariat General as part 
of a bundle of ambitious 
initiatives that keep up 
with Qatar’s digital agenda 
2030, including the inter-
active electronic platform 
for procedures of preparing 
government legislation.

HE al-Mohannadi clari-
fi ed that this initiative 
broadly leverages AI-pow-
ered tools in preparing, 
reviewing, and unpack-
ing legislations, as well as 
upgrading accuracy and 
quality levels, in addition to 
reducing legal review dura-
tion up to seven times com-
pared to the previous situ-
ation. These initiatives are 
executed in tandem with 
the Ministry of Commu-
nications and Information 
Technology (MCIT), the 
minister outlined.

Al-Mohannadi recalled 
that this programme will 
trigger a paradigm shift 
in government legislative 
work, whose idea evolved 
from a similar successive 
experience at the Ministry 
of Municipality to stream-
line the procedures of 
building permits through 
leveraging artifi cial intel-

ligence to address the chal-
lenges of legislative work in 
terms of scale, complexity, 
and time required.

The minister highlighted 
the implementation of 
the programme in co-
operation with Scale AI, 
spearheaded by MCIT, 
noting that it contributed 
to reducing the legisla-
tive processing and review 
time from almost 35 days 
to nearly five days, while 
enhancing accuracy, con-
sistency, and the quality 
of legislative outputs, and 
maintaining full human 
oversight and professional 
legal responsibility.

He called on innova-
tors, technologists, and 
policymakers to engage in 
responsible dialogue on 
practical challenges, and 
to propose ideas that are 
testable and to develop to 
serve the legal sector in 
the country.

In response to a ques-
tion regarding the prior-
ity of digital transforma-
tion in the Ministry of 
Justice, al-Mohannadi 
emphasised Qatar’s be-
lief that technology is the 
future, as reflected in the 
Ministry’s Strategic Plan 
2025-2030, which is wit-
nessing a comprehensive 
digital transformation of 
its projects and services, 
with nearly 90% of its 
services having been con-
verted into digital serv-
ices.

He added that digital 
transformation in the legal 
sector boosts speed and 
efficiency, but it also en-
hances trust, accessibility, 
and strengthens the rule 
of law. He noted that tech-
nology was an enabling tool 
to achieve better justice, 
not a substitute for legal re-
sponsibility or adherence to 
professional standards.

Regarding collaboration 
with partners and innova-
tors, the minister noted 
that digital transformation 
of the legal sector repre-
sents a strategic national 
priority, affi  rming Qatar’s 
pursuit of building a fl ex-
ible and transparent legal 
and judicial ecosystem that 
meets the needs of citizens 
and investors.

He referred to the issu-
ance of Law No 19 of 2025 
amending certain provi-
sions of the Legal Profes-
sion Law as a transforma-
tional step to enhance the 
role of the legal profession 
and support the private 
sector, alongside eff orts to 
modernise the legislative 
framework and build part-
nerships with the private 
sector, academic, and in-
ternational institutions.

HE al-Mohannadi eluci-
dated that the Doha Legal 
Forum, whose inaugural 
edition recently concluded, 
aligns with this approach, 
alongside international 
platforms such as the Web 
Summit. (QNA)

HE the Minister of Justice and Minister of State for Cabinet 
Aff airs Ibrahim bin Ali bin Issa al-Hassan al-Mohannadi

Qatar Insurance (QIC), the lead-
ing insurer in Qatar and the 
Mena region, is participating 

as a Diamond Sponsor at Web Summit 
Qatar 2026, which runs until February 
4 at the Doha Exhibition and Conven-
tion Centre.

QIC’s pavilion saw a strong turn-
out from the global tech community, 
including innovators, entrepreneurs, 
investors, and representatives from 
leading tech companies. 

Visitors explored QIC’s vision to 
build the region’s fi rst insurance-
powered digital ecosystem, its evolu-
tion from a leading insurer into a fully 
integrated digital ecosystem, and how 
this shift is redefi ning digital services 
in Qatar.

The pavilion also hosted a series of 
seminars and panel discussions led by 
QIC’s executives, along with regional 
and international experts. These ses-
sions highlighted the latest trends in 
launching digital products, developing 
digital business strategies, and build-
ing high-impact ventures across the 
Mena region.

On the third day of the Summit, 

the QIC pavilion featured a dis-
tinguished lineup of speakers and 
experts in panel discussions on AI 
and the development of digital eco-
systems across the health, lifestyle, 
and travel sectors.  On the Summit’s 

fourth and closing day, QIC will host 
a Demo Day, showcasing innovative 
ideas and solutions from entrepre-
neurs and startups seeking to join 
QIC’s digital ecosystem and scale 
their operations in regional markets.

Vodafone Qatar, UDST sign Vodafone Qatar, UDST sign 
pact for talent development, pact for talent development, 
innovation at Web Summitinnovation at Web Summit
Vodafone Qatar and the Uni-

versity of Doha for Science 
and Technology (UDST) have 

signed a memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) to establish a framework 
for co-operation across talent devel-
opment, training, and innovation, 
strengthening collaboration between 
industry and academia in Qatar.

The MoU was signed by Abdulla 
Ali al-Misnad, chief administrative 
officer at Vodafone Qatar, and Dr Ra-
chid Benlamri, vice-president, Aca-
demics at UDST, during Web Sum-
mit Qatar 2026, reflecting a shared 
commitment to supporting national 
human capital development and fos-
tering practical, future-ready skills 
aligned with Qatar’s digital and eco-
nomic priorities.

Through this collaboration, Vo-
dafone Qatar and UDST will explore 
opportunities to support talent de-
velopment, knowledge exchange, and 
innovation initiatives that strength-
en workforce readiness and applied 
learning, with a focus on enhancing 
practical skills, industry exposure, and 
collaboration between academia and 
the private sector.

Abdulhadi al-Sahli, head of Media 
Relations and CSR at Vodafone Qatar, 
said: “In our ongoing eff orts to sup-
port Qatar’s transition into a digital 
economy, Vodafone Qatar is commit-
ted to empowering local talent and col-
laborating with academic institutions. 
Our partnership with the University 
of Doha for Science and Technology 
refl ects our belief that education and 
skills development are fundamental to 

building a future-ready workforce. 
“By bridging the gap between Qa-

tar’s youth and industry, this collabo-
ration helps ensure young talent is 
equipped with the practical tools and 
real-world experience needed to suc-
ceed, in line with Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030.”  

Commenting on the agreement, 
Najla al-Naemi, director of National 
and International Affairs at UDST, 
said: “Collaborations with leading 
telecommunications partners such 
as Vodafone Qatar are essential to 
strengthening applied education and 

ensuring our graduates are equipped 
with future-ready skills. 

“Announcing this MoU at Web 
Summit underscores the importance 
of global platforms in showcasing and 
advancing such initiatives. This agree-
ment refl ects UDST’s commitment to 
connecting academia with industry, 
supporting innovation, and contribut-
ing to national workforce development 
and the strategic goals of Qatar.”

To learn more about Vodafone Qa-
tar’s services and solutions, visit web-
site (https://www.vodafone.qa/en/
business/home).

Abdulla Ali al-Misnad, chief administrative off icer at Vodafone Qatar (right), 
and Dr Rachid Benlamri, vice-president, Academics at UDST, during the signing 
ceremony held at Web Summit Qatar 2026.

QIC chairman visits pavilion at Web Summit Qatar

QIC chairman Sheikh Hamad bin Faisal bin Thani al-
Thani visited the company’s pavilion yesterday at the Web 
Summit Qatar 2026.

During the visit, Sheikh Hamad was briefed on the summit’s 
programme, as well as QIC’s vision for shaping the future of dig-
ital services in Qatar and the wider region, as showcased through 
its participation. Sheikh Hamad also reviewed the latest develop-
ments in the implementation of QIC’s digital strategy, along with 

the progress achieved to date in the company’s journey towards 
building the region’s fi rst insurance-powered digital ecosystem, in 
line with Qatar National Vision 2030 and the Qatar Central Bank’s 
Third Financial Sector Strategic Plan. Sheikh Hamad attended 
part of the panel discussions hosted at the pavilion, which brought 
together experts from Qatar and around the world to explore the 
present, future of innovation, investment in digital ecosystems at 
both the local and regional levels.

QIC’s pavilion at Web Summit 
attracts global tech community
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Visit Qatar has announced that it will host the inaugural edi-
tion of Sneaker Con Qatar, bringing “The Greatest Sneaker 
Show on Earth” to Doha.

The globally recognised convention will take place at the Doha 
Exhibition and Convention Centre (DECC) during the three-day 
Eid al-Fitr holidays, off ering visitors an engaging experience, cre-
ativity, and live entertainment.

Positioning Doha as a regional hub for contemporary fashion 
and street culture, Sneaker Con Qatar will welcome thousands of 
sneaker enthusiasts, collectors, creators, and fans from across the 
region and beyond.

Spanning 7,000sq m, the event will showcase the full Sneaker 
Con experience, where global sneaker culture meets local iden-
tity.

The three-day programme will include live basketball and 
skateboarding activations, interactive workshops, and a curated 
main stage with a variety of shows.

The Doha edition will feature a curated mix of global and re-
gional vendors, off ering everything from the rarest grails to the 
latest releases, alongside live buying, selling, and trading on the 
show fl oor.

Sneaker Con Authenticated will provide expert on-site veri-
fi cation, ensuring confi dence in every transaction, while an in-
ternational Cash Out Crew will be on hand to purchase sneakers 
directly from attendees bringing their collections to the event.

In line with Visit Qatar’s commitment to accessibility and 
community engagement, entry to Sneaker Con Qatar will be 
complimentary.

Pre-registration is required, with free tickets available exclu-
sively through the Platinumlist platform.

Visit Qatar to host first 
Sneaker Con in Doha

Lebanon’s Minister of In-
formation Dr Paul Morcos 
(pictured) said that the 

3rd Web Summit Qatar was the 
standard for media summit that 
keeps with the times due to the 
clear blend of media, technology, 
and digital progress on display.

Speaking to the Qatar News 
Agency (QNA) on the sidelines 
of his participation in Web Sum-
mit Qatar 2026, the minister said 
that a highlight of the third edi-
tion was its expansion beyond 
media aff airs to focus also on investment and technology.

He noted that in the modern era, media was no longer an 
independent sector, but has become closely intertwined with 
technology and digital transformation.

Morcos stressed the importance of leveraging the advan-
tages of technology to develop media messaging, accelerate 
the delivery of news, and expand its reach, while cautioning 
against its drawbacks and emphasising the need to strengthen 
media relations and link them to technological and invest-
ment progress.

The minister described the summit as world class, combin-
ing the traditional and the modern and highlighting the role 
of technology as a fundamental element in enhancing the ef-
fectiveness of media work.

Regarding the objectives of his country’s participation in 
the Web Summit, Morcos said that the aim was to build media 
and investment partnerships not only with government enti-
ties in Qatar, but also with the private sector, especially start-
ups and the investment community.

He added that the summit provided an opportunity to in-
vite investors to visit Lebanon and invest there, noting that 
markets emerging from crises and wars, such as Lebanon, 
represent a promising investment environment and a distinc-
tive market moving toward stability.

Morcos also affi  rmed the depth of Lebanese-Qatari rela-
tions, noting Qatar’s steadfast support for Lebanon during 
various hardships.

The minister added that Beirut looks forward to strength-
ening co-operation with Doha in the coming phase, particu-
larly in the media and investment sectors, and anticipated 
the emergence of Qatari-Lebanese partnerships as Lebanon 
gradually returns to stability. – QNA

Web Summit Qatar 
2026 praised for 
blend of media 
and technologyThe assistant president for Per-

formance and Compliance Over-
sight at the State Audit Bureau, 

Jassim al-Mannai, said has that the 
bureau’s participation in Web Summit 
Qatar 2026 underscores its strategic 
transition toward digital transformation 
and pursuit of smart solutions in over-
sight operations, thereby contributing 
to supporting oversight decisions based 
on unifi ed auditing standards.

Through this participation, he told 
the Qatar News Agency (QNA), the bu-
reau is committed to capitalising on 
cutting-edge technologies, particularly 
artifi cial intelligence (AI) and machine 
learning, in unpacking huge volumes of 
data, as well as accelerating access to 
fraud and unknown pattern detection 
indicators.

These technologies, al-Mannai un-
derlined, reinforce oversight operations.

He indicated that, through this par-
ticipation, the bureau unveiled a new 
smart platform for auditing use cases, 
unpacking big data, and identifying un-
derlying fraud risks. 

The offi  cial also pointed out that the 
platform has sophisticated analytical 
tools and AI-powered technologies and 
machine learning, to enable auditors to 
review unlimited quantities of data to 
extract risk and detect fraud, all pre-
sented through interactive dashboards.

Al-Mannai said that the bureau in-
tends to develop the platform further in 
the future by enhancing the data inte-
gration and sharing capabilities.

He highlighted the pivotal role 
played by AI, machine learning, and 
data analytics as key tools to support 
proactive oversight, enhance the abil-
ity to detect risks, and improve the 
quality of audit and oversight deci-
sions, while stressing the importance 
of governance and the responsible use 
of these technologies.

The offi  cial noted that the bureau’s 
participation in the Web Summit reaf-
fi rms its role in developing the oversight 
system, leveraging modern technologies 
to increase audit effi  ciency, and achieve 
the highest levels of compliance and 
transparency. – QNA

Participation in Web Summit Participation in Web Summit 
underscores Audit Bureau’s underscores Audit Bureau’s 
pursuit of smart solutionspursuit of smart solutions

The Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH), in collaboration 
with its partners in the 

health sector, is joining the glo-
bal community in marking World 
Cancer Day observed on February 
4 annually under the theme United 
by Unique.

The observance of World Cancer 
Day is a leading example of active 
partnership and ongoing collabo-
ration between the MoPH and key 
stakeholders in cancer control, in-
cluding the Hamad Medical Cor-
poration (HMC), Primary Health 
Care Corporation (PHCC), Sidra 
Medicine and Qatar Cancer Soci-
ety (QCS).

It aims to promote access to 
people-centred health systems, 
highlight the unique nature of each 
cancer journey from diagnosis to 
recovery, dispel myths and stigma 
associated with the disease, and 
educate the public on cancer pre-
vention, early detection and the 
importance of timely diagnosis.

As part of this occasion, the 
MoPH is intensifying awareness 
eff orts to educate community 
members about cancer.

Sheikh Dr Mohamed bin Ha-
mad al-Thani, the director of the 
MoPH’s Department of Non-
Communicable Disease Prevention 
Programmes, said: “World Cancer 

Day is a reminder that prevention 
and timely diagnosis are shared re-
sponsibilities.”

“We will continue working with 
partners across all sectors to re-
duce risk factors, expand access to 
evidence based services, and en-
sure that every person can reach 
screening and care without delay, 
with dignity and confi dence,” he 
said. “Today, we renew our part-
nership across government enti-
ties, healthcare providers, civil 
society, academia and the private 
sector to protect lives and build a 
healthier Qatar for generations to 
come.”

“World Cancer Day reaffi  rms 
that every cancer experience is 
unique, and that people-centred 
care is not merely a slogan, but a 
practical approach that makes a 
real diff erence in the lives of pa-
tients and their families,” said QCS 
chairman Sheikh Dr Khalid bin 
Jabr al-Thani.

“Qatar has made tangible 
progress in this area through its 
continued support for the de-
velopment of a comprehensive 
healthcare system that prioritises 
prevention and early detection and 
provides high quality therapeutic 
and supportive care in line with 
international best practices,” he 
added.

“At the HMC, we continue to 
strengthen Qatar’s national can-
cer services through an integrated, 
patient-centred approach that 
provides patients with world class 
specialist cancer care, including 
cutting edge diagnostics, advanced 
treatments and long term follow 
up,” said HMC National Centre for 
Cancer Care and Research chief 
executive and medical director Dr 
Mohamed Salem.

“Through the National Cen-
tre for Cancer Care and Research 
and our partnerships across the 
healthcare sector, we are commit-
ted to ensuring that every patient 
has access to high quality, timely 
and comprehensive cancer serv-
ices,” he added.

“On this World Cancer Aware-
ness Day, we stand united in our 
mission to reduce the impact of 
cancer on our communities,” said 
PHCC Screening Programmes di-
rector Dr Shaikha Abu Shaikha. 
“Raising community awareness 
remains our strongest tool; to-
gether, we can prevent many types 
of cancer by adopting healthy 
lifestyles and undergoing regular 
screening whenever appropriate.”

“Paediatric cancer care is not 
only about treating the disease; 
it is about caring for the whole 
child,” said Dr Chiara Cugno, act-

ing chief of Paediatric Haematol-
ogy, Oncology and Bone Marrow 
Transplantation at Sidra Medicine.

“On World Cancer Day, we reaf-
fi rm our commitment to deliver-
ing multidisciplinary, high quality 
paediatric haematology oncology 
and bone marrow transplantation 
care that refl ects our team’s HOPE 
motto: Health, Outcome, Progress 
and Education – through clinical 
excellence, research driven ad-
vancement, genuine partnership 
with families, and training the next 
generation of compassionate phy-
sicians and healthcare profession-
als,” she added.

MoPH, partners to mark World Cancer Day

Dr Shaikha Abu Shaikha Dr Chiara Cugno

Sheikh Dr Khalid bin Jabr al-Thani
Sheikh Dr Mohamed bin Hamad 
al-Thani Dr Mohamed Salem

QIIB has announced the launch of a 
unique new campaign for its Visa card-
holders, both credit and debit, off ering 

them the chance to win travel packages to at-
tend FIFA World Cup 2026 matches, courtesy 
of Visa.

The campaign is open to all QIIB Visa card-
holders, both existing and new, giving them 
the opportunity to enter a draw to win one of 
nine trips.

Each prize includes two fl ight tickets and 
access to FIFA World Cup 2026 matches, in-
cluding Group stage, Round of 32, Quarter-
Finals and Semi-Finals.

To qualify, customers simply need to use 
their cards during the campaign period, which 
runs from February 2-28, 2026.

As part of the campaign, customers will earn 
two draw entries for every QR1,000 spent in-
ternationally using their QIIB Visa credit or 
debit cards.

For local spending, every QR1,000 spent 
with a QIIB Visa credit card earns one entry.

To be eligible for the draw, customers must 
accumulate a minimum spend of QR20,000 by 
the end of the campaign period.

“We are pleased to off er our valued custom-
ers an exceptional opportunity to attend the 
FIFA World Cup 2026 with Visa, the world’s 
most anticipated and prestigious sporting 
event,” said QIIB chief business development 
offi  cer Khalid Abdulrahman al-Shaibei. “At 
QIIB, we are always committed to delivering 
innovative off ers that elevate the customer ex-
perience and provide real, tangible value.”

“This campaign, launched in partner-
ship with Visa, gives customers even greater 
chances of winning the more they use their 
cards, especially for international transac-
tions, which earn double entries into the 
draw,” he said. “It’s an open invitation for our 
customers to take full advantage of their cards’ 
benefi ts and start experiencing the excitement 
well ahead of the tournament.”

“QIIB continues to design campaigns that 
align with the global passion for football, of-
fering rewarding opportunities that refl ect our 
customers’ aspirations,” al-Shaibei continued. 
“At the same time, we remain focused on de-
livering the best in electronic payment and 
digital banking solutions.”

“Visa is delighted to partner with QIIB on 
this exciting campaign, giving cardholders 
the chance to experience the FIFA World Cup 
2026 live,” said Shashank Singh, Visa’s vice-
president and general manager for Qatar and 
Kuwait.

“As we continue to enhance secure and 
seamless digital payment experiences, initia-
tives like this bring added value to customers 
while celebrating the region’s deep passion for 
football,” he said. “We are proud to help fans 
get closer to the action on the world’s biggest 
sporting stage.”

The draw to select the winners will take 
place after the campaign concludes, in accord-
ance with the announced terms and condi-
tions.

IB h d th l h f E h i i l d t flight ti k t d

QIIB launches campaign for its QIIB launches campaign for its 
Visa cardholders, offering  travel Visa cardholders, offering  travel 
packages to FIFA World Cup 2026packages to FIFA World Cup 2026

Khalid Abdul Rahman al-Shaibei

The Qatar Society of Engineers is participat-
ing in the 27th Gulf Engineering Forum and 
its accompanying conference, held in Ku-

wait under the theme Challenges of Smart Infra-
structure Projects.

The forum and conference agenda features 
panel discussions presented by experts in invest-
ment and the fi nancial sector as well as leading 
academic researchers, focusing on the themes of 
fi nancial and environmental sustainability and the 
challenges of investment and environmental engi-
neering projects in the Gulf Co-operation Council 
(GCC) countries.

On the sidelines of the forum, pioneers of Gulf en-
gineering, heads of engineering societies, and win-

ners of the Gulf Engineering Forum Project Awards 
were honoured, including Qatari engineers.

In a related development, Dr Abdullah Hassan 
al-Mehshadi was unanimously elected as deputy 
secretary-general of the Gulf Engineering Union 
for the next three-year term.

The Qatar Society of Engineers delegation 

showcased Qatar’s pioneering experience in sus-
tainability and smart infrastructure, presenting 
specialised working papers addressing investment 
and sustainability challenges and innovative solu-
tions in smart infrastructure projects, with a focus 
on engineering and environmental dimensions. – 
QNA

Qatar Society of Engineers participates in regional forum
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The Ministry of Municipality has 
announced the launch of the 
13th International Agricultural 

Exhibition in Qatar (AgriteQ 2026), 
taking place on February 12-16 at Ka-
tara Cultural Village.

The event, under the patronage of 
HE the Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani, is 
expected to attract wide participation 
from government entities, private sec-
tor organisations, and a distinguished 
group of local, regional, and interna-
tional companies and experts special-
ising in agriculture and related fi elds.

The exhibition has steadily strength-
ened its position as a leading regional 
and international platform for agricul-
ture, food production, sustainability, 
and agricultural innovation.

It plays a key role in supporting the 
objectives of Qatar’s National Food Se-
curity Strategy and Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030, and is part of the ministry’s 
ongoing eff orts to develop the agricul-

tural sector and boost local production.
The event will host the AgriteQ 

Conference, a scientifi c and intellec-
tual platform for exploring the latest 
developments and future opportuni-
ties in sustainable agriculture, food 
production chains, climate change ad-
aptation, innovation in the food indus-
try, and agricultural investment.

The exhibition will feature a wide 
range of activities to enhance the visi-
tor experience, including the Halal 
Zone, Auction Theatre, Animal Tent, 
Live Cooking Zone, Children’s Agri-

cultural Workshops, and Qatar Lens.
In addition, visitors can explore the 

Farmers’ Market, Honey Market, Dates 
Market, Flower Market, and dedicated 
food and beverage areas.

The 13th edition follows the success 
of previous editions, particularly Ag-
riteQ 2025, which welcomed more than 
300 exhibitors from 29 countries, at-
tracted more than 97,000 visitors, and 
hosted over 50 forums and workshops.

Yousef Khalid al-Khulaifi , the direc-
tor of the Department of Agricultural 
Aff airs and chairman of the organising 

committee, said AgriteQ 2026 refl ects 
the development of Qatar’s agricul-
tural sector and the country’s vision to 
build an advanced system grounded in 
innovation and sustainability.

Dr Faiqa Abdullah Ashkanani, the 
director of public relations at the min-
istry and a member of the organis-
ing committee, said the ministry has 
implemented a comprehensive media 
plan to promote AgriteQ 2026 across 
traditional and digital media platforms 
at the local, regional, and international 
levels.

AgriteQ 2026 to take place on February 12-16 at Katara

Ministry off icials with the sponsors of the exhibition.

Qatar Primary Materials Company 
(Alawalia), a leading provider of 
primary materials in Qatar, has 

announced a strategic collaboration 
with Google Cloud at Web Summit Qa-
tar 2026 to accelerate its digital trans-
formation. 

The enterprise agreement, facilitated 
by offi  cial implementation partner QDS, 
will empower Alawalia to leverage Google 
Cloud’s advanced, scalable, and fl exible 
cloud capabilities to modernise its opera-
tions and drive long-term growth.

The signing ceremony was attended by 
Alawalia chief executive Abdulaziz Ibra-
him al-Tamimi, Google Cloud regional 
general manager Ghassan Kosta, and QDS 
general manager Mohammad Alam.

“This partnership with Google Cloud 
and QDS is a strategic step towards realis-
ing our vision for a digitally advanced and 
effi  cient Alawalia,” said al-Tamimi.

“Leveraging Google Cloud’s powerful 
infrastructure and innovative solutions 
will not only enhance our operational 
capabilities but also enable us to deliver 

greater value to our customers and stake-
holders,” he said. “We are confi dent that 
this collaboration will be a key driver of 
our future growth and success.”

“We are thrilled to partner with Ala-
walia and QDS to support Qatar’s digital 
future,” Kosta said. “This agreement is 
a testament to the trust that Qatari en-
terprises place in Google Cloud to power 
their digital transformation journeys.”

“We are committed to providing our 
customers with the most advanced and 
reliable cloud technologies to help them 

innovate, scale, and succeed in a rapidly 
evolving digital landscape,” he contin-
ued. “We look forward to a successful 
collaboration with Alawalia and to sup-
porting their continued growth and in-
novation.”

This collaboration signifi es a major 
milestone in Alawalia’s digital journey, 
enabling the company to enhance its op-
erational effi  ciency, agility, and innova-
tion.

This partnership refl ects a shared com-
mitment to adopting leading-edge cloud 

technologies to achieve strategic business 
objectives.

By moving to Google Cloud, Alawalia 
will be able to optimise its technology in-
vestments, align with evolving business 
needs, and benefi t from a more sustain-
able and effi  cient information technology 
(IT) infrastructure.

The collaboration also supports Qatar’s 
broader digital transformation ambitions 
by enabling the adoption of secure, scala-
ble cloud technologies across key national 
sectors.

Qatar Primary Materials Company 
embarks on digital transformation 
journey with Google Cloud and QDS Qatar Primary Materials Company (Alawalia) and Google Cloud have signed a collaboration agreement at Web Summit Qatar 2026.

Morocco’s Minister of 
Digital Transition and 
Administration Reform 

Amal ElFallah Seghrouchni has 
described the 3rd Web Summit 
Qatar as a successful platform for 
learning about the latest develop-
ments in digital technology and 
artifi cial intelligence (AI), praising 
the event’s organisation and the 
warm welcome extended to par-
ticipants.

Speaking to the Qatar News 
Agency (QNA) on the sidelines of 
her participation in the summit, 
she said that Morocco had been 
able, through this engagement, to 
sign a number of partnership and 
co-operation agreements with in-
ternational partners in the digital 
fi eld, adding that these initiatives 
help strengthen the presence of 
the Arab world and Africa on the 
global digital stage.

Seghrouchni noted that Moroc-
co and Qatar enjoy strong fraternal 
relations, adding that the summit 
had provided an opportunity to 
discuss joint startup projects that 
could begin in Morocco and con-
tinue in Qatar, or vice-versa, in a 
way that boosts technological co-
operation and strengthens bridges 
between the countries.

These partnerships, she stated, 
seek to create added value for the 
people and to unify the Arab-Af-
rican voice in the fi eld of digital 
innovation.

Seghrouchni said that the pres-
ence of major international com-
panies at Web Summit Qatar 2026 
points to rapid growth in the dig-
ital and AI sectors across the Arab 
region and the Gulf. – QNA

Web Summit 
Qatar 2026 
‘strengthens’ 
the digital 
presence of 
Arab world 
and Africa

Amal ElFallah Seghrouchni

The Global Carbon Council (GCC), the fi rst 
internationally accredited carbon standard 
in the Global South, and the Malaysia Forest 

Fund (MFF), the national agency mandated to mo-
bilise innovative forest fi nance, have signed a mem-
orandum of understanding (MoU) to strengthen 
collaboration on carbon markets and scale Nature-
based Solutions (NbS) across Malaysia.

The MoU was formalised by GCC founding chair-
man Dr Yousef Alhorr and Suhaini binti Haron, act-
ing on behalf of the MFF chief executive.

The MoU between the GCC and MFF establish-
es a framework to explore pathways to ensure that 
Malaysia’s NbS meet the highest international 
standards, providing local industries with credi-
ble pathways to meet their climate commitments.

This partnership also responds to the growing 
need for long-term investment in forest conserva-
tion and restoration.

Malaysia’s extensive forest ecosystems off er sub-
stantial carbon sequestration potential and vital 
ecosystem services.

The Forest Carbon Off set represents an impor-
tant tool for scaling long-term fi nance for forest 
conservation and restoration, focusing on robust 
requirements and strong institutional foundation.

Through this collaboration, the GCC and MFF 
will explore synergies that can enhance credibility 
and scalability of these projects, ensuring they align 

with national climate strategies and international 
best practices.

The partnership will also explore opportunities of 
the GCC’s Carbon Market Infrastructure in support-
ing the implementation of Malaysia’s carbon markets.

“Our partnership with the MFF is aimed at realis-
ing carbon fi nancing opportunities from Malaysia’s 
vast natural heritage,” said Dr Alhorr. “By explor-
ing synergies between the Forest Carbon Off set 
programme and GCC’s international standard, we 
are building the foundation for enabling premium, 
high-integrity credits.”

“This partnership with the Global Carbon Coun-
cil creates new opportunities for parties to collabo-
rate and scale high-quality forest carbon projects 
that deliver real environmental and social impact 
while advancing scientifi cally robust carbon initia-
tives,” said Suhaini.

Global Carbon Council, Malaysia’s MFF ink pact 

Qatar, Egypt sign agreement 
on mutual judicial assistance
Qatar and Egypt have signed an agreement on mutual judicial 
assistance in criminal matters, with the aim of providing judicial 
assistance and co-operation in criminal matters in accordance with 
national laws and public order.
HE the Attorney-General Dr Issa bin Saad al-Jafali al-Nuaimi, who is 
visiting Cairo, and Egypt’s Minister of Justice Adnan Fangari signed 
the agreement.
They held a meeting on issues of common interest prior to the 
signing ceremony.
Qatar’s ambassador to Egypt Sheikh Jassim bin Abdulrahman al-
Thani attended the signing ceremony and meeting. – QNA

Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU) has launched the Unesco 
Chair in Digital Technologies and 

Human Behaviour. 
Situated within the HBKU’s College of Sci-

ence and Engineering (CSE), the new chair 
will explore the intersection between digital 
technologies and human behaviour, promot-
ing digital well-being, ethical use of technol-
ogy, and positive societal transformation.

It will focus on addressing challenges 
such as Internet addiction, cyberbullying, 
and misinformation through impact-driv-
en research and active engagement to sup-
port healthier digital ecosystems.

The chair strengthens the HBKU’s role as 
a convening platform for global dialogue on 
the societal implications of adopting emerg-
ing technologies and rapid digital transfor-
mation, building on the university’s dem-
onstrated commitment to the ethical use of 
technology, including its hosting of the “AI 
Ethics: The Convergence of Technology and 
Diverse Moral Traditions” conference.

By linking scientifi c research with be-
havioural insights and policy-oriented out-
comes, the Unesco chair further positions 
the HBKU as a catalyst for impact and a 
trusted partner for international organisa-

tions, governments, and academic institu-
tions shaping the future of digital societies.

The launch event, held at Education 
City’s Minaretein, marks a signifi cant com-
mitment to the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), particularly 
education, decent work, inclusive institu-

tions, and reduced inequalities.
By bringing together academics, research-

ers and policymakers, the event translated 
global development priorities into concrete 
discussions on how digital technologies can 
be designed and managed to promote human 
dignity, social cohesion and development.

CSE professor and Unesco  chairholder 
Dr Raian Ali said: “Digital technologies, es-
pecially social media, artifi cial intelligence 
(AI), and mobile computing, are at the fore-
front of contemporary behavioural change.”

“These tools infl uence how we commu-
nicate with the world and each other, rede-
fi ning interactions, personal identity, and 
even our mental health,” he said. “Through 
the Chair’s activities, the HBKU affi  rms our 
commitment to harnessing the power of 
partnerships and evidence-based research 
to shape policies and advance solutions 
that address and mitigate the negative im-
pact of emerging technologies.”

“It is a great pleasure to mark the of-
fi cial launch of the Unesco Chair on Dig-
ital Technologies and Human Behaviour at 
the HBKU, a timely milestone as societies 
worldwide confront the social, ethical and 
human consequences of rapid digital trans-
formation,” said Salah Khaled, the director 
of the Unesco Regional Offi  ce for the Gulf 
States and Yemen. “The Unesco Chairs act 
as bridges between knowledge and policy, 
translating cutting-edge research into 
practical guidance for governments, insti-
tutions and communities, while fostering 
international co-operation.”

HBKU launches Unesco chair on 
digital tech, human behaviour
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Reinforcing its role as the fi rst des-
tination to bring global brands to 
Qatar, Doha Festival City has an-

nounced the fi rst-to-market opening of 
Primark later this year, marking a major 
milestone in the country’s retail land-
scape.

Delivered in partnership with Alshaya 
Group, Primark’s Qatar debut underscores 
Doha Festival City’s long-standing role 
as Doha’s destination for coveted global 
trends, achieved through attracting inter-
nationally recognised brands and serving 
as the gateway of choice for retailers en-
tering the Qatari market.

The opening builds on Doha Festival 
City’s proven ability to convert brand de-
mand into sustained footfall, loyalty and 
long-term value.

Primark will open its fi rst and largest 
store in Qatar at Doha Festival City, span-
ning three levels, fi rmly positioning it as a 
key anchor within the mall’s fashion port-
folio.

Founded in Ireland and operating hun-
dreds of stores across Europe and the 
United States, Primark has recently ex-
panded into the Middle East through its 
partnership with Alshaya Group, with Qa-
tar marking a key next step in the brand’s 
regional growth.

Known globally for accessible, trend-
driven fashion across women’s, men’s, 
children’s and home departments, Prima-
rk is expected to attract families, youth and 
value-seeking shoppers, supporting long-
er dwell time and cross-shopping across 
the destination while meeting everyday 

wardrobe and family shopping needs.
Primark’s arrival aligns with Doha Fes-

tival City’s wider vision to scale experi-
ence-led retail, broaden accessible fashion 
and home off erings, and reinforce its lead-
ership as Qatar’s most established retail 
and lifestyle destination.

With shoppers visiting weekly and 
spending up to three hours per visit, Doha 
Festival City off ers the scale and perform-
ance required for high-impact fi rst-to-
market launches of this signifi cance.

Mohamed ElSharkawy, the associate 
director for Malls Leasing, said: “The in-
troduction of Primark to Qatar through 
Doha Festival City refl ects our long-term 
strategy to attract fi rst-to-market global 
brands that add scale, relevance and sus-
tained value to the retail landscape.”

“Our partnership with Alshaya Group 
builds on a proven track record of deliver-
ing successful international entries, while 
reinforcing Doha Festival City’s position as 
the preferred destination for global retail-
ers seeking confi dent, high-impact market 
entry into Qatar,” he said.

Primark’s debut further demonstrates 
Doha Festival City’s ability to deliver com-
plex, large-format international launches, 
supported by strong infrastructure, acces-
sibility and proven trading dynamics.

Beyond the immediate impact, the 
opening is expected to generate posi-
tive spillover across adjacent categories, 
strengthen the wider retail ecosystem and 
reinforce Doha Festival City’s appeal to in-
ternational brands evaluating expansion 
into Qatar.

i f i it l th fi t d P i k ill it fi t d l t d b d f il h i d “O t hi ith Al h G

Doha Festival City to welcome Primark to Qatar later this yearDoha Festival City to welcome Primark to Qatar later this year

Mohamed ElSharkawy

Under the patronage of HE the Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-

dulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani, and with 
the support of the Qatar Fund for Devel-
opment (QFFD), the Qatar Red Crescent 
Society (QRCS) launched the 10th Field 
Disaster Management training camp 
(DMC-10) yesterday.

Running until February 11 under the 
slogan Eff ective Preparedness... Bet-
ter Response, the event brings together 
300 trainers and trainees from the QRCS, 
QFFD, Qatar government bodies and non-
governmental organisations (NGOs), and 
national societies and relief organisa-
tions in the Middle East and North Africa 
(Mena) region.

Held at the camp’s site in the Sealine 
area (Mesaieed), the opening ceremony 
was attended by QRCS managing direc-
tor and secretary-general Engineer Ibra-
him bin Hashim al-Sada, QFFD deputy 
director-general for Risk and Compli-
ance Sector Abdullah bin Ahmed al-
Fehani, Public Security director-general 
Major-General Mohamed bin Jassim al-
Sulaiti, Civil Defence director-general 
Major-General Hamad Othman al-Du-
haimi, National Command Center (NCC) 
head Brigadier Ali Mohamed al-Mo-
hannadi, QRCS board member Abdullah 
Hamed al-Mulla, and many leaders and 
representatives of government and social 
organisations in Qatar.

In his opening remarks, QRCS assist-
ant secretary-general for Relief and In-

ternational Development Mohamed Bader 
al-Sada, who is also the head of DMC-10, 
said: “We are proud of the broad welcome 
to DMC-10, with currently more than 300 
trainers, trainees, administrators, and or-
ganisers.”

“The biggest evidence of this success is 
the fact that DMC’s nine editions gradu-
ated hundreds of specialised and quali-
fi ed personnel, who would later be actively 
engaged in the response to many humani-
tarian crises and emergencies with their 
National Societies and organisations,” he 
said.

“As you can see, DMC plays a crucial 
direct and indirect role in saving lives, al-
leviating people’s suff ering, and fostering 
a culture of preparedness at all levels – in-
dividual, family, institutional, and com-
munity,” Mohamed Bader al-Sada added.

“This proves the feasibility of the vi-
sion embraced by DMC since day 1 and 
motivates us to keep working towards it: 
To promote public awareness about the 
importance of disaster preparedness and 
mobilise resources towards a family and 
society where the culture of preparedness 
is a general behaviour, not mere informa-
tion,” he pointed out.

“The QFFD’s support of the camp 
stems from its commitment to strength-
ening preparedness and eff ective crisis 
response, as well as to achieving tangible, 
on-the-ground impact,” said al-Fehani. 
“The launch of the camp today represents 
a continuation of Qatar’s humanitarian ef-
forts and reinforces its role in supporting 

countries aff ected by natural disasters and 
confl icts.”

He added that the ongoing partner-
ship with the QRCS served as a success-
ful model of institutional co-operation 
and contributed to building knowledge for 
proactive humanitarian action.

The event’s agenda features theoreti-
cal lectures, practical training, simulation 
scenarios, and real-world experience to 
apply the latest humanitarian practices 
in fi eld assessment and co-ordination, 
emergency shelter, water and sanitation, 
food security, livelihoods, emergency 
planning, operations rooms, health in 
emergencies, media and communication 
in emergencies, fundamental humanitar-
ian standards, humanitarian data analysis, 

psychosocial support, safer access, restor-
ing family links, and many other key topics 
and skills that enable relief personnel to 
eff ectively carry out fi eld tasks and proce-
dures.

The participants from Qatar represent 
many organisations, including the QRCS, 
National Service Academy (NSA), QFFD, 
Qatar Charity, Civil Defence Council, Qa-
tar Foundation for Social Work, the Regu-
latory Authority for Charitable Activities 
(RACA), the International Organisation for 
Migration (IOM), Qatar Press Centre, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), and Sidra Medicine.

Other participants come from 18 coun-
tries: Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Palestine, Somalia, Sudan, Jordan, 

Iraq, Turkiye, Lebanon, Libya, Yemen, 
Egypt, Syria, Afghanistan, Mauritania, 
and Chad.

DMC-10 boasts a slew of partners and 
contributing organisations, including the 
Ministry of Interior (MoI), the Ministry of 
Defence (MoD), the Ministry of Munici-
pality, the Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change (MoECC), the Ministry of 
Public Health (MoPH), the Ministry of Ed-
ucation and Higher Education (MoEHE), 
Lekhwiya, Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC), Qatar Media Corporation (QMC), 
Qatar News Agency (QNA), Al Jazeera Me-
dia Network, Al Araby Television Network, 
Al Rayyan TV, the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC), and ICRC. – QNA

10th Field Disaster Management 
training camp commences

Web Summit Qatar 2026 
is translating global 
conversations into real 

economic gains, with Ministry of 
Communications and Informa-
tion Technology (MCIT)-backed 
startup programmes generating 
hundreds of millions of riyals and 
positioning Qatar as a regional 
launchpad for digital innovation, 
according to an MCIT offi  cial.

Speaking on the sidelines of the 
summit, Eman al-Kuwari, the di-
rector of Digital Innovation at the 
MCIT, said that the 3rd Web Sum-
mit Qatar has clearly demonstrated 
how strategic engagement with the 

global tech ecosystem can translate 
into tangible national impact.

“Now we’re seeing the third 
edition, and we have seen the eco-
nomic impact that it had on Qatar 
itself,” she said, pointing to the 
direct benefi ts felt across the local 
startup and innovation ecosystem.

Al-Kuwari said that the MCIT’s 
role at Web Summit Qatar goes far 
beyond participation.

The ministry, she said, is using 
the platform to connect startups 
with real market opportunities 
through a structured pipeline that 
supports companies from the idea 
stage to global scaling.

“We are participating here with 
three key programmes that start 
with incubation, acceleration and 
scaling,” she said. “All of these 

paths represent diff erent stages of 
a startup’s life that need to be sup-
ported.”

Web Summit Qatar 2026 is no 
longer just a meeting ground for 
global technology leaders; it is 
delivering measurable economic 
outcomes for the country and 
strengthening Qatar’s position in 
the global digital economy, ac-
cording to the MCIT.

At the heart of this eff ort is the 
Tasmu Accelerator, which targets 
revenue-generating startups from 
around the world willing to solve 
real challenges in Qatar and estab-
lish a presence in the region.

According to al-Kuwari, the re-
sults speak for themselves.

“Through 130 sales leads, 
we have generated more than 

QR430mn in actual revenue for 
these startups, in terms of real 
contracts and opportunities,” she 
said.

In addition, companies sup-
ported through MCIT programmes 
have raised more than QR270mn 
in funding, underlining investor 
confi dence in Qatar’s innovation 
ecosystem.

The offi  cial noted that these 
outcomes are possible because Qa-
tar’s ecosystem is deeply intercon-
nected.

“You see the licensing platforms, 
the banking services, the govern-
ment engagement and the fi nanc-
ing services, all of us are working 
together under one umbrella to 
achieve a single goal of diversifying 
our economy,” al-Kuwari said.

This approach, she added, is 
central to the Digital Agenda 2030, 
which the United Nations has rec-
ognised as a global best practice for 
digital transformation.

Beyond startups, al-Kuwari 
highlighted that Qatar is ap-
proaching emerging technologies, 
such as artifi cial intelligence (AI), 
with a strong focus on trust and 
responsibility.

“We are among the fi rst coun-
tries in the region to have a na-
tional AI strategy,” she said, adding 
that ethical guidelines now under-
pin every stage of AI development 
and deployment.

Through initiatives such as Go-
vAI, the MCIT is bringing together 
government entities and industry 
leaders to ensure AI solutions are 

safe, secure and aligned with na-
tional priorities.

Al-Kuwari stressed that people 
remain at the centre of Qatar’s dig-
ital transformation, humanising its 
impact.

“We see that people are at the 
centre of everything that we’re 
doing,” she said. “We’re trying to 
achieve the National Vision 2030 
by having a higher quality of life, 
and digital transformation plays an 
integral role in that.”

Web Summit Qatar 2026 delivers 
tangible economic impact: MCIT
By Shaima Sheriff 
Staff  Reporter

Eman al-Kuwari

From Page 1

Meanwhile, Walaa Qassour, representing Churn 
Solution from Palestine, spoke about helping sub-
scription-based businesses reduce cancellations and 
retain customers.

“We are here at Web Summit to have more ex-
posure, to introduce new clients, and to make new 
partnerships in the Mena (Middle East and North 
Africa) region, actually in Qatar, and outside,” she 
said.

Qassour added that the summit has already helped 
the company form new connections and collabora-
tions, accelerating its growth.

Startups addressing niche technological needs also 
found a home at the summit.

Dominic Roblic, co-founder of VoiceFrom, a 
Swiss-Slovenian company specialising in simultane-
ous speech-to-speech interpretation, spoke about 
launching their new VoiceFrom Pro product, now 
supporting Arabic and regional dialects.

“We were pleasantly surprised by the amount of 
interest... from conference attendees, news organisa-
tions, and call centre software providers,” he said, re-
fl ecting the summit’s regional relevance.

Organisers, including the MCIT, have made Web 
Summit Qatar a key milestone in Qatar’s innovation 
journey.

From Page 1

Bakhtyurin described peo-
ple as very helpful and open to 
co-operating with others, and 
praised the quiet, safe and has-
sle-free atmosphere of the coun-
try, where he can move freely and 
enjoy quality time.

For business, he said, the sum-
mit is a great opportunity.

As a tourist, he loved Doha – 
particularly the high quality of 
services, the friendly, welcom-
ing atmosphere and the sense of 
safety and security everywhere 
he went.

Michael Jordan, the chief ex-
ecutive of US’s Gem Soft, said 
that this is his third participa-
tion at Web Summit Qatar and 
he believes the event has become 
a must-attend gathering for in-
dustry stakeholders internation-
ally.

He added that side events held 
alongside the summit help par-
ticipants build networks and en-
hance their businesses.

Jordan noted that Doha has de-
veloped positively in recent years 
to become an excellent place to 
live and an attractive destina-

tion for people from around the 
world.

Travellers in Doha, he added, 
have easy access to all GCC coun-
tries and can attend a meeting 
abroad and return the same day, 
giving Qatar a strong advantage 
as a hub for business, tourism 
and living.

Zana Ahmed, founder of Iraq’s 
One Connect, said that Qatar is 
very attractive for start-ups like 
his company, with infrastructure 
and services that are excellent 
and promising for stronger busi-
ness and work ecosystems.

The event, he said, has given 
his company great potential to 
reach government and private-
sector clients and offer them tai-
lor-made information technol-
ogy (IT) solutions.

Ahmed observed that the Qa-
tar government encourages such 
businesses and provides strong 
support within a very positive 
environment and high quality of 
life.

Anna Lena Grytz, general 
manager for international trade 
affairs at a German trade and 
investment agency, said that 
around 21 German IT start-ups 

are taking part in Web Summit 
Qatar.

She described it a great oppor-
tunity for them to reach out lo-
cally and globally, supported by 
positive co-operation between 
the Qatari and German govern-
ments.

Grytz described Doha as wel-
coming and generous, with an 
excellent atmosphere for a warm 
lifestyle.

While the country has become 
an icon of modernity and sophis-
tication, she noted that heritage 
and traditions are actively inte-
grated into its fabric, citing Souq 
Waqif as an example.

People in Doha, Grytz added, 
enjoy life in a safe, convenient 
and easy-going way and can 
maintain their privacy even in 
public and tourist areas, with no 
sense of harassment or hazard, 
even late at night.

Karim Helbawi, from Uber En-
terprises, stressed that Doha has 
a great network of roads and ex-
cellent transport systems.

He sees strong potential for 
smart transportation solutions to 
expand in the country, given its 
booming economy.

Startups shine, leveraging global exposure
Walaa Qassour The Lamma AI representative.Dominic Roblic

Doha dazzles tech world at 
Web Summit Qatar 2026
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HE the Minister of 
Communications and Information 
Technology, Mohammed bin 
Ali bin Mohammed al-Mannai, 
held a series of meetings with 
off icials attending the Qatar Web 
Summit 2026 to discuss ways 
to strengthen international co-
operation, exchange expertise, 
and pursue strategic partnerships 
in digital transformation and 
innovation.
The talks centred on artificial 
intelligence (AI), cloud computing, 
digital infrastructure, and 
skills development, while also 
addressing global trends in 
emerging technologies and their 
applications in government.
The ministry participated in the 

summit through a joint pavilion 
with the Ministry of Sports and 
Youth, underscoring Qatar’s 
commitment to supporting digital 
innovation and positioning itself 
as a regional hub for technology 
and entrepreneurship.

As part of the summit, the 
ministry signed six agreements 
and strategic partnerships 
with national and international 
entities. These included 
launching a healthcare sector 
roadmap in collaboration with 

the Ministry of Public Health 
and an agreement with Oracle 
to expand the dedicated 
government cloud region and 
renew support contracts for 
2025-28.
Other agreements covered 

innovation accelerators, support 
for small and medium sized 
enterprises, and the development 
of digital solutions across key 
sectors.
MCIT’s participation reflects 
Qatar’s eff orts to advance digital 

entrepreneurship and accelerate 
the adoption of modern 
technologies, particularly AI and 
digital transformation, in line with 
the Qatar National Vision 2030 
and the country’s Digital Agenda 
2030. (QNA)

Communications minister explores partnerships Communications minister explores partnerships 
in digital transformation and innovationin digital transformation and innovation

QF, Scale AI partner to 
accelerate innovation 
and nurture tech talent
Scale AI, a global leader in 

artifi cial intelligence (AI), 
is partnering with Qatar 

Foundation (QF) to expand Qa-
tar’s ability to innovate, lead, and 
nurture a new generation of tal-
ent in this transformative fi eld of 
technology. 

As Web Summit Qatar 2026 
takes place, a new memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) 
paves the way for Scale to pro-
vide training, capacity-building, 
and upskilling programmes to QF 
staff , students, researchers, and 
stakeholders, and apply its ex-
pertise to QF’s focus on AI, which 
is among its strategic priority ar-
eas as it supports Qatar’s national 
AI eff orts.

The MoU will also see QF and 
Scale examine how a human-
centric regional hub for AI devel-
opment and innovation, and the 
cultivation of Qatar-based talent 
in this fi eld, can be created within 
QF’s unique ecosystem of knowl-
edge. 

Scale AI  provides high-quality 
data and full-stack AI technolo-
gies to the world’s leading AI 
model builders, enterprises, and 
governments, and is a strategic 
partner of the Ministry of Com-
munications and Information 
Technology in developing inno-
vative AI projects.

Yousif al-Naama, CEO of QF, 
said: “The rise of Artifi cial Intel-
ligence has seen our world reach 
a transformative point in history, 
and Qatar Foundation is commit-
ted to harnessing its ecosystem in 
order to leverage the possibilities 

that AI creates for the good of so-
ciety.

“As we generate AI-driven in-
novation that supports the social 
and economic development of 
our nation and region while also 
benefi ting the world, equip our 
youth for the jobs of the future, 
and seek to place humanity, eth-
ics, and cultural identity at the 
heart of the global AI conversa-
tion, partnerships are pivotal. 
We are therefore delighted to be 
partnering with a true pioneer in 
Scale AI, so that together we can 
maximise the potential of this 
era-defi ning fi eld of technology 
to strengthen societies and im-
prove lives.”

Trevor Thompson, managing 
director – Global, Scale AI, said: 
“Today’s MoU is a testament 
to the momentum Qatar has 

achieved in its digital transfor-
mation journey.

“Since the start of Scale’s 
partnership with the Ministry of 
Communications and Informa-
tion Technology in Qatar, we’ve 
seen incredible demand to learn 
and master AI capabilities for the 
benefi t of Qatar and the realisa-
tion of Qatar’s Third National 
Development Strategy and Qatar 
National Vision 2030. 

“By partnering with Qatar 
Foundation, we are accelerating 
this progress and exploring new 
ways to deepen Qatar’s role as a 
regional hub for innovation, ap-
plied AI development, and talent 
cultivation.”

QF and Scale will explore path-
ways to provide QF students and 
alumni with access to AI-focused 
internships, mentorship, and 

potential career opportunities; 
jointly develop white papers and 
research briefs on AI-related top-
ics such as the cultural, ethical, and 
Arabic language aspects of AI; and 
identify collaboration opportuni-
ties in research and other areas.

The MoU also includes Scale 
holding exploratory workshops 
with QF entities on an annual ba-
sis to assess opportunities for the 
further integration of AI within 
QF’s education, research and in-
novation, and community devel-
opment programmes. 

Meanwhile, QF and Scale will 
co-host innovation activities 
such as hackathons and work-
shops designed to nurture AI 
experimentation and talent, and 
seek to strengthen the AI talent 
pipeline between education and 
industry in Qatar.

Msheireb Properties, 
Ooredoo, Honeywell forge 
partnership for smart city 
AI-powered platform

QNA
Doha

Msheireb Properties has 
announced a key col-
laboration with Oore-

doo Qatar and Honeywell to help 
automate and manage Msheireb 
Downtown Doha, one of the 
world’s most advanced and intel-
ligent smart cities globally.

Unveiled at the Web Sum-
mit Qatar event, this landmark 
agreement introduces a pioneer-
ing Artificial Intelligence-pow-
ered platform designed to help 
optimise urban operations and 
enhance the quality of life for all 
residents and visitors. Ooredoo 
has been appointed as the prime 
partner managing Operations, 
while Honeywell will customise 
its City Suite platform to serve 
as the technology backbone, in-
tegrating thousands of sensors 
from across the city into a single 
point of control.

The AI-enabled analytics 
platforms will be designed to in-
tegrate operational performance 
data from the city’s services, 
while a digital twin of the city 
infrastructure will enable engi-
neers to model planned updates 
and reduce system downtime. 
These elements will be unified 
into the new AI-powered com-
mand centre, enabling live mon-
itoring, predictive maintenance, 
automated incident manage-
ment and enhanced operational 
planning through sophisticated 
data analytics.

The agreement also includes 
five years of managed services, 
helping ensure that the Msheir-
eb Downtown Doha Smart City 
platform continues to evolve. 
This long-term collaboration, 
aligned with Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030, supports the coun-
try’s emergence as a global hub 
for digital transformation and 
sustainable urban innovation

Commenting on the sign-
ing, Engineer Faisal al-Malki, 
Msheireb Properties Chief Oper-
ating Officer, said: “This agree-
ment advances our Smart City 
ecosystem and enhances how we 
manage and operate Msheireb 
Downtown Doha. The platform 
introduces new digital capa-
bilities that improve efficiency, 
strengthen service quality, and 
support sustainable urban liv-
ing. Moreover, this partnership 
contributes to our district’s evo-
lution in intelligent urban living, 
enabling technologies that offer 

tangible benefits to those who 
live, work, and visit here.”

Hassan Ismail al-Emadi, 
Ooredoo Chief Business Officer, 
added: “This partnership rep-
resents a significant milestone 
in Qatar’s digital transforma-
tion journey. By combining our 
strengths, we are creating a 
blueprint for the smart cities of 
tomorrow.”

Nabil Cheqroun, Honeywell 
Building Automation in the Mid-
dle East, Turkiye and Africa 
(META) Vice-President and Gen-
eral Manager, said: “Honeywell 
is proud to help lead this fl agship 
smart city project. Our expertise 
in large-scale smart infrastruc-
ture will help deliver a more se-
cure, energy effi  cient and digitally 
enhanced environment for those 
who live, work and visit Msheireb 
Downtown Doha.”

Msheireb Downtown Doha is 
recognised as a unique smart and 
sustainable city that harmonises 
heritage values with cutting-
edge technology. This collabo-
ration will integrate more than 
650,000 IoT sensors, 10,000 au-
tomated basement parking spac-
es, a Guinness World Record for 
the largest underground parking 
lot, 10,000 CCTV cameras and 
existing facility management 
systems covering building au-
tomation, utilities, security and 
emergency services.

The new city management 
platform will deliver predictive 
analytics to manage traffic, help-
ing enable better event planning 
and resource allocation. System 
alarms will be analysed to sug-
gest corrective actions before 
incidents occur, helping increase 
efficiency for critical services 
including heating, ventilation, 
air conditioning and water.

By monitoring energy con-
sumption and waste diversion, 
Msheireb Downtown Doha’s sus-
tainability index will be bench-
marked against global standards 
to help maintain leadership in 
environmental performance. 
Virtual assistants and automated 
alerts will help keep residents 
informed of incidents or resto-
ration updates, helping enhance 
the tenant experience.

“This agreement 
advances our Smart City 
ecosystem and enhances 
how we manage and 
operate Msheireb 
Downtown Doha”

Qatar, Germany look to expand 
technology, digital economy ties  
QNA
Doha

HE Sheikh Jassim bin Mansour bin 
Jabor al-Thani, Director of the Gov-
ernment Communications Office 

(GCO) and Chairman of the Permanent Web 
Summit Organising Committee, met with 
members of the German delegation taking 
part in the third edition of the region’s fast-
est-growing technology event, at the Doha 
Exhibition and Convention Centre, as part 
of efforts to expand international partner-
ships in technology and the digital economy.

The German delegation included Steffen 
Schutz, State Minister of Digital Affairs and 
Infrastructure, Free State of Thuringia; Jutta 
Bieringer, State Secretary and Authorised 
Representative of the State of Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern to the Federal Government; 
Nizar Marouf, Regional Director of German 
Mittelstand GCC Office; Felix Neugart, CEO 
of NRW.Global Business - Trade and Invest-
ment Agency of the State of North Rhine-
Westphalia; Oliver Owcza, German ambas-
sador to Qatar; Christop Ahlhaus, President 
of BVMW; and Gordon Pelz, Vice-President 
of BVMW.

Discussions focused on strengthening co-
operation in technology, the digital econ-
omy, and entrepreneurship, and advancing 
partnerships between Qatar and Germany’s 
innovation ecosystems to support startups 
and unlock new investment opportunities.

The strong German presence at this year’s 
Web Summit Qatar follows an MoU signed 

last year between the GCO and the German 
Mittelstand GCC Office, aimed at expand-
ing German companies’ participation in the 
summit and integrating them into Qatar’s 
startup and investment ecosystem.

This year’s Web Summit Qatar features 
over 200 German companies, nearly dou-
ble last year’s participation, in addition to 
investors, entrepreneurs, and innovators, 
highlighting the increasing interest of Ger-
man firms in Qatar’s technology market 
and the summit’s role as a global platform 
that connects ideas with opportunities and 
transforms partnerships into future-fo-
cused initiatives.

HE Sheikh Jassim bin Mansour bin Jabor 
al-Thani said: “The strong presence of Ger-
man companies at Web Summit Qatar re-
flects the depth of Qatar-Germany relations 
and the effectiveness of institutional agree-
ments in turning strategic partnerships into 
real and influential participation on the glo-
bal stage.”

He added: “The MoU with the German 
Mittelstand GCC Office creates a practical 
pathway to deepen German companies’ en-
gagement and unlock new co-operation in 
innovation and technology, reinforcing en-
trepreneurship ecosystems and long-term 
partnerships between the two countries.”

Nizar Maarouf said: “Web Summit Qatar 
serves as a practical gateway for German 
companies to connect with regional part-
ners and investors and explore growth op-
portunities in Qatar, especially in advanced 
technologies and digital innovation.”

He added: “The MoU signed with the 
GCO is designed to turn growing German 
participation into actionable partnerships, 
allowing German SMEs to build long-term 
co-operation with Qatar’s innovation eco-
system.” He also confirmed plans for an ex-
panded German presence at the next edition 
of Web Summit Qatar.

The meeting is part of Qatar’s broader 
efforts to cement its standing as a hub for 
innovation and technology, and advance 
Web Summit Qatar as a global platform for 
dialogue, partnerships, and digital economy 
growth, aligned with the country’s vision 
to expand partnerships and build a knowl-
edge-based economy. 

Steff en Schutz
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Al Jazeera launches ‘Core Project’
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

Al Jazeera Media Network has an-
nounced a new initiative named 
‘Core Project’, a comprehensive 

rethinking process, reviewing the role, 
responsibility and purpose of news and in-
formation media in the digital age. 

“The process, which we call the ‘Core 
Project’, is not just a technological initia-
tive or a new platform. It is a re-evaluation 
of the fundamental ideas that underpin 
our journalism itself. 

“We plan to combine technology with 
ethical and professional responsibility 
to give journalists the tools to provide 
context to report responsibly on break-
ing news, to separate facts from biases, 
and to maximise the power of objective 
analysis and understanding,” announced 
Sheikh Nasser bin Faisal bin Khalifa al-

Thani, director general, Al Jazeera Me-
dia Network at the ongoing Web Summit 
Qatar 2026.

Addressing participants on the topic 
‘The Future of Journalism and Technol-
ogy’, Sheikh Nasser said the new initiative 
aims to reduce repetitive, automated tasks, 
allowing journalists to focus on analysis, 
interpretation, and high-value editorial 
work.

“At the heart of this project are three 
core principles which we believe defi ne the 
true role of journalism today: The ‘Now’; 
‘The Meaning’ and ‘People’. The ‘Now’ re-
fers to reporting events accurately as they 
happen, to be a witness to events, with ob-
jectivity, precision, and without spin,” he 
explained.

“‘The Meaning’ is about unravelling 
events, linking them to their background, 
identifying their causes and their conse-
quences, reinforcing isolated facts with 
clear insight. And by ‘People’ we don’t 

mean passive consumers or simple num-
bers, but conscious actors, understanding, 
making decisions and engaging responsi-
bly with events and with life,” continued 
the director general.

According to the offi  cial, these three 
principles form a practical framework for 
balancing speed with depth and technol-
ogy with responsibility.

“The world today no longer suff ers from 
a lack of information, but rather from 
the diffi  culty of making sense of its over-
abundance. The challenge is no longer ac-
cessing information, or how fast it travels, 
but how well we interpret it, how clearly 
we place it in a proper context,” he high-
lighted.

“The challenge we face today is not a 
battle between journalism and technol-
ogy,” he said.  “It’s rather an opportunity 
to align them through shared responsi-
bility. Resilient journalism – swift but 
not shallow, modern without abandon-

ing its values – can restore context to the 
news, create space for debate, and a hu-
man dimension to disagreements.

“The evolution of journalism cannot be 
separated from profound changes driven 
by digital platforms and artifi cial intelli-
gence within the public sphere,” he point-
ed out.

Sheikh Nasser noted that ethics-based 
technology – designed around people, 
conscious of the impact of algorithms, 
balancing engagement with meaning – 
can become a true partner in deepening 
understanding, rather than widening divi-
sion.

 “It can expand connection, rather than 
entrenching isolation. When responsible 
journalism meets ethical technology, they 
can foster understanding, bridge divides, 
and empower a world capable of dialogue, 
resistant to hatred, and guided by knowl-
edge, rather than provocation,” he under-
lined.

“It’s a world that listens before judg-
ing, understands before dividing, and 
sees diversity as strength. This is the 
path we’re pursuing, the world we seek 
to create.  We call for innovation to be 
channelled to serve understanding, and 
for journalism and technology to stand 
as strong pillars in a more peaceful, 
safe, and connected world,” concluded 
Sheikh Nasser.

Sheikh Nasser bin Faisal bin Khalifa al-
Thani. PICTURE: Shaji Kayamkulam

Web Summit session highlights semiconductor supply chain risks
QNA
Doha

A specialised session at the 
Web Summit Qatar 2026 
yesterday examined vul-

nerabilities in advanced semi-
conductor supply chains and ex-
plored prospects for international 
co-operation, amid surging global 
demand for chips and the need to 
build resilient supply networks to 
support growth and innovation.

Discussions focused on 
strengthening partnerships, in-
vestment, and research and devel-
opment to mitigate supply risks, 
while enabling regions such as the 
Middle East to establish them-
selves as emerging players in the 
global semiconductor ecosystem.

CEO of the Investment Promo-
tion Agency Qatar, Sheikh Ali Al-
waleed al-Thani, said the country 
is moving toward a knowledge-

based economy with a strong em-
phasis on human capital develop-
ment and investment in advanced 
technology sectors, particularly 
semiconductors, noting that the 
semiconductor sector presents a 
global challenge due to the com-

plexity of the value chain.
He noted that Qatar is prioritis-

ing chip design over manufactur-
ing, given its reliance on skilled 
talent, and is investing heavily in 
education to attract and nurture 
expertise, adding that the country 

aims to be a destination for talent, 
not just a transit point.

He highlighted three key fac-
tors for the success of new 
projects: competitive sustainable 
energy, access to capital from 
both public and private sectors, 

and human capital development 
locally and regionally. He pointed 
out that Qatar’s national incen-
tive programme, managed by the 
Investment Promotion Agency, 
currently supports 18 diverse 
projects with funding of around 
$1bn.

Executive Vice-President and 
Chief Global Development, Part-
nerships and Venturing Offi  cer 
at Imec Center, Max Mirgoli, de-
scribed semiconductors as a stra-
tegic industry now as vital as basic 
commodities.

He noted that despite decades 
of existence, the sector remained 
largely outside public attention 
until the Covid-19 pandemic ex-
posed its importance, when chip 
shortages disrupted car and appli-
ance production.

Artifi cial intelligence, he added, 
has further underscored the cen-
trality of semiconductors, with the 
industry valued at about $700bn in 

2024 and projected to reach $1.6tn 
by 2030, growth in just a few years 
equal to that of the past four dec-
ades combined.

Senior Vice-President, Vertical 
Business Units and President of 
EMEA (Europe, Middle East, and 
Africa) at Analog Devices, Martin 
Cotter, said the semiconductor 
sector is experiencing an unprec-
edented acceleration, with data 
now considered “the new oil” of 
modern industries.

He emphasised that progress in 
semiconductors is no longer lim-
ited to hardware, but is directly 
tied to the ability of data centres 
to harness big data for solving 
real-world problems. He stressed 
the importance of advanced tech-
nologies, energy management, and 
data centre infrastructure, noting 
that maintaining effi  ciency and 
sustainability requires specialised 
expertise within a complex, multi-
layered ecosystem. 

MCIT’s TASMU Accelerator

picks fi ve projects to 

co-develop with Mowasalat

TASMU Accelerator in partnership 
agreement with PwC Middle EastTASMU Accelerator, an initiative of the 

TASMU Smart Qatar programme under 
the Ministry of Communications and In-

formation Technology (MCIT), announced the 
selection of fi ve proof-of-concept projects pre-
sented by four startups from the third cohort of 
the Accelerator, to be co-developed with Mow-
asalat (Karwa).

The co-operation agreement was signed by 
Eman al-Kuwari, director of the Digital Inno-
vation Department at MCIT; and Dr Hamed al-
Shaibani, executive director of the Information 
and Communications Technology Department 
at Mowasalat (Karwa) at Web Summit Qatar 
2026. 

During the next phase, the practical viabil-
ity of the solutions will be tested, their impact 
on operational effi  ciency measured, and digital 
transformation across Mowasalat’s core opera-
tions further advanced.

The selected projects include an advanced 
fuel optimisation solution piloted on four buses 
within the operational fl eet, in addition to the 
development of digital platforms for document 
management and contractor collaboration 
across engineering departments. 

The projects also include digital solutions for 
facilities management and fl eet procurement 
operations, a comprehensive e-permit solution 
for premises access control, and machine learn-
ing integration within business applications 
and data infrastructure to support informed, 
data-driven decision-making. 

Al-Kuwari said: “These proof-of-concept 
projects exemplify a core role of the TASMU 

Accelerator in enabling startups to test their 
technology solutions within real-world opera-
tional environments, in direct partnership with 
sector entities. 

“This collaboration with Mowasalat re-
flects the ministry’s commitment to con-
necting digital innovation with operational 
needs and translating innovative solutions 
into practical, scalable applications. These 
pilots contribute to accelerating the adoption 
of digital technologies, enhancing operation-
al efficiency, and advancing digital transfor-
mation across vital sectors, in alignment with 
national priorities.”

Dr al-Shaibani said: “Through our partner-
ship with TASMU, Mowasalat is enabling in-
novation in smart mobility and sustainable 
transport by supporting international startups 
with real-world operational expertise and a live 
transport ecosystem. This collaboration accel-
erates scalable solutions that enhance effi  cien-
cy, streamline operations, and deliver tangible 
CO2 reductions across the transport sector.”

As part of the collaboration, TASMU Accel-
erator organised a series of introductory meet-
ings and pitch sessions, during which startups 
presented their proposed technology solutions 
to specialised operational teams at Mowasalat. 

Following a structured evaluation process, 
fi ve technology proposals were selected to ad-
vance to the pilot implementation phase, with 
the objective of validating their practical viabil-
ity, measuring their impact on operational effi  -
ciency, and supporting digital transformation 
within the company’s core operations.

The co-operation agreement was signed by Eman al-Kuwari and Dr Hamed al-Shaibani at Web 
Summit Qatar 2026.

TASMU Accelerator, an initia-
tive of the TASMU Smart Qatar 
Programme under the Ministry 

of Communications and Information 
Technology (MCIT), announced the 
signing of a partnership agreement 
with PwC Middle East to join as Co-
hort Champion for the fourth cohort 
of the TASMU Accelerator. 

The agreement was signed during 
Web Summit Qatar 2026 by Eman al-
Kuwari, director of the Digital Innova-
tion Department at MCIT; and Yazen 
al-Safi , representing PwC Middle 
East.

Under the partnership agreement, 
PwC Middle East will present a cash 
prize of QR200,000 to be awarded to 
the best startup within the fourth co-
hort (2026), in addition to providing 
strategic support to startups within 
the fourth cohort that includes access 
to leading specialised mentors and in-
dustry experts, along with guidance 
on business development strategies 
and market readiness.

This partnership refl ects a shared 
commitment to empowering high-
potential startups and strengthening 

Qatar’s position as a regional hub for 
digital innovation and entrepreneur-
ship. 

The agreement also represents an 
eff ective model of collaboration be-
tween government initiatives and 
private sector leaders, contributing 

to enhancing the support ecosys-
tem for technology startups, accel-
erating their growth pathways, and 
transforming innovative ideas into 
market-ready solutions, in alignment 
with the objectives of Qatar’s Digital 
Agenda 2030.

The agreement was signed during Web Summit Qatar 2026 by Eman al-Kuwari 
and Yazen al-Safi.

TASMU Accelerator signs
pact with DHL Express Qatar

TASMU Accelerator, an initia-
tive of the TASMU Smart Qatar 
programme under the Ministry 

of Communications and Information 
Technology (MCIT), signed a partner-
ship agreement with DHL Express Qa-
tar at Web Summit Qatar 2026.

The agreement was signed by Eman 
al-Kuwari, director of the Digital In-
novation Department at MCIT; and 
Henry Fares, managing director of 
DHL Express Qatar to serve as a sector 
expert for TASMU Accelerator. 

The announcement was made dur-
ing a joint press conference held as 
part of Web Summit Qatar 2026.

The partnership aims to support 
startups participating in TASMU Ac-
celerator by enabling them to benefi t 
from DHL’s Express Qatar operational 
expertise and connecting the technol-
ogy solutions they develop with real 
market needs, particularly in the fi elds 
of logistics, supply chain, and related 
sectors

Under the co-operation agreement, 
DHL Express Qatar will contribute to 
providing practical opportunities for 
testing and developing technology solu-
tions by sharing its operational expertise 
and off ering sector insights grounded in 
real-world applied experience. 

This will help startups enhance the 
readiness of their solutions, validate 
their applicability, and support their 
expansion and market entry opportu-
nities.

This partnership is part of the inte-
grated ecosystem approach adopted by 
the TASMU Accelerator, which focuses 

on connecting digital innovation with 
real-world operational challenges and 
strengthening collaboration between 
government entities and private sector 
leaders, contributing to accelerating 
digital transformation and supporting 
the eff ective and sustainable growth of 
technology startups.

The agreement was signed by Eman al-Kuwari (right) and Henry Fares at Web 
Summit Qatar 2026.
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Secretary-General of the Qatar 
Research, Development and 
Innovation Council (QRDI) Engineer 
Omar Ali al-Ansari has said that 

the QRDI is focusing, during the ongoing 
Web Summit Qatar 2026, on empowering 
startups, creating high-quality investment 
opportunities, and expanding co-operation 
with major international institutions in vital 
sectors including artifi cial intelligence (AI), 
sustainability, and health.

In an interview with the Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), al-Ansari said that these 
initiatives refl ect the QRDI’s commitment 
to connecting Qatar’s innovation ecosystem 
with the world and propelling it towards a 
more prosperous future.

He added that the partnership between the 
QRDI and the Summit aims to build a bridge 
connecting innovators in Qatar with global 
platforms, thus contributing to strengthening 
the national innovation ecosystem. He noted 
that the QRDI has been a strategic partner of 
Web Summit Qatar since 2024.

He said that the QRDI leverages this global 
platform to expand areas of co-operation 
and create high-quality opportunities. He 
pointed out that, with the development of this 
partnership, Web Summit has transformed 
into a platform for launching strategic projects 
and bringing together local and international 
experts in research and innovation, along 
with leading fi gures from the government and 
industry sectors and startup founders.

Strategic partner 
QRDI is a strategic partner of Web Summit 

Qatar 2026 for the third consecutive time 
and also plays a key role in the Corporate 
Innovation Summit, the high-level event that 
preceded the Summit and brought together 
leading business executives, decision-makers, 
and innovators from around the world.

Al-Ansari said that the QRDI is no 
longer merely a supporter of research and 
innovation funding, but has become a vital 
link connecting the public and private sectors 
and linking universities with research centres, 
contributing to building an integrated system 
that supports shaping Qatar’s knowledge-
based future.

Al-Ansari noted that the QRDI has 
established a broad network of partnerships 
with several key national institutions, 
including Hamad International Airport, 
Hassad Food, Ooredoo Qatar, and Milaha, in 
addition to the Hamad Medical Corporation’s 
Itqan Center and Qatar Media City.

These partnerships have also been 
strengthened through joint initiatives with 
the Ministry of Labour, Qatari Diar, and 
several other state institutions that support 
innovation and entrepreneurship. He noted 
that QRDI has also sought to expand its 
international presence, becoming a partner 
with several leading research institutions, 
technology companies, and innovation 
networks, with the aim of exchanging 
expertise and building strategic partnerships 
that serve future needs. In this context, he 
said that the QRDI has established prominent 
international partnerships, including with 
the World Intellectual Property Organisation 
(WIPO), the Qatar-Spain Innovation Program 
(QASIP), and Alchemist Doha, as well as 
collaborating with institutions in Sweden and 
Denmark, a partnership agreement with a 
Singaporean institution, and other initiatives 
that promote research and innovation 
exchange globally.

Al-Ansari affi  rmed that the QRDI, 
established in 2018, operates from a clear 
vision to bolster Qatar’s eff orts to become 
a global leader in scientifi c research and 

innovation, and to build a competitive 
knowledge-based economy grounded in 
creativity and technology.

He said that the QRDI represents a pivotal 
strategic step towards building an integrated 
national system that supports researchers 
and innovators, unifi es national eff orts, and 
positions Qatar on the global innovation 
map. Al-Ansari emphasised that the Council 
focuses its eff orts on empowering innovative 
researchers and entrepreneurs through three 
main pillars: funding through dedicated 
programmes to support research and 
innovation and cultivate talent and expertise; 
co-ordinating the implementation of the 
national innovation agenda and ensuring 
the integration of eff orts by all stakeholders, 
and maintaining continuous communication 
to strengthen ties within the innovation 
ecosystem both locally and globally, and to 
raise awareness of Qatar’s progress in this fi eld.

The QRDI launched several pioneering 
national initiatives, including the Qatar Open 
Innovation Program, which connects national 
challenges with innovative solutions from 
startups and researchers worldwide, and the 
Small and Medium Enterprises Innovation 
Grant (SBIG), which empowers companies to 
grow and lead the future through innovation.

These initiatives also include the Rising 
Innovators Award (RIA), which supports 
applied research of national priority and 
provides a global platform for young 
innovators to showcase their ideas, as well as 
Knowledge Transfer Partnerships (KTP-Q), 
which fosters collaboration between academic 
institutions and industry to ensure eff ective 
knowledge transfer.

Qatar National Vision 2030 
All these eff orts refl ect the Qatar Research, 

Development and Innovation Council’s 
commitment to achieving Qatar National 
Vision 2030 and building an integrated 
research and innovation ecosystem that drives 
economic diversifi cation and establishes 
the foundations for a robust and thriving 
knowledge economy.

In this context, the Corporate Innovation 
Summit complements the QRDI’s eff orts, 
bringing together leading fi gures and 
innovators to discuss the most pressing 
challenges facing the business world.

It off ers a full-day networking experience, 
including advanced training sessions, to 
engage with pioneers shaping the future 
of business in the 21st century. The Web 
Summit is one of the world’s leading events 
in technology and innovation. The Qatar 
edition is the fl agship event for the Middle 
East and North Africa region, aiming to 
establish Qatar as a global hub for innovation 
and entrepreneurship, and to enhance its 
position as a platform that brings together 

global investment, advanced technology, and 
collaboration between international and local 
institutions. 

Regarding the key achievements, QRDI 
Secretary-General Omar Ali al-Ansari 
indicated that since 2018 the QRDI has played 
a pivotal role in transforming innovative 
research ideas and projects into practical and 
sustainable solutions aimed at improving the 
quality of life of individuals and protecting 
the environment. He pointed out that among 
the achievements that have been made is the 
development of innovation communities 
and the consolidation of the national 
orientation, as the QRDI has succeeded 
through this vital fi eld in building an eff ective 
and interconnected network, which includes 
more than 760 registered members within 
its communities through the Innovation 
Lighthouse (InnoLight) platform.

In parallel with these eff orts, the QRDI also 
committed to developing a comprehensive 
national strategy to ensure that innovation 
is consistent with national objectives by 
involving more than 90 organisations, 
entities and research centres in the strategy 
update process, in addition to conducting 
more than 30 external consultations with 
various governmental, industrial and 
academic sectors, to ensure inclusiveness and 
integration.

To reinforce this trend, he said that the 
QRDI organised a specialised workshop to 
anticipate the future of artifi cial intelligence, 
with the active participation of more than 40 
organisations, refl ecting the QRDI’s keenness 
to build a national consensus on research and 
innovation priorities.

National capabilities
Alongside these eff orts, the QRDI continued 

to work on developing research, development 
and innovation talents. In terms of building 
national capabilities, the QRDI paid great 
attention to developing young and professional 
talents. The QRDI received more than 
560 applications within student support 
programmes, and more than 130 outstanding 
projects and students were honoured.

He added that specialised training 
programmes such as the Government 
Innovation Leadership Program, the Corporate 
Innovation Leadership Program, and training 
programmes for small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) witnessed the participation of more 
than 400 individuals, refl ecting the expansion 
of the scope of our programmes in this fi eld.

He indicated that, as part of supporting 
student innovation, the QRDI attracted 
more than 1,500 students through the NSRIE 
2025 exhibition, where they presented 798 
innovative projects from 137 schools, while 200 
students from 40 schools participated in the 
FameLab programme. He noted that last year 
outstanding student projects were selected to 
represent the State of Qatar in the ISEF and 
ITEX 2026 international competitions.

In addition to eff orts to enhance the 
environment that supports research and 
innovation and protect research outputs, 
al-Ansari pointed out that the QRDI has taken 
several strategic steps in this fi eld. The fi rst 
Intellectual Property Management Clinic 
for SMEs in Qatar was established in co-
operation with the World Intellectual Property 
Organisation (WIPO), which provided vital 
support to startups and innovators.

He pointed out that, in line with local 
capacity-building eff orts, the “Mumaken” 
programme has successfully trained and 
certifi ed more than 40 intellectual property 
offi  cials and managers, thus enhancing 
national expertise in this strategic fi eld.

Secretary-General of the QRDI Engineer 
Omar Ali al-Ansari concluded his remarks to 
QNA by discussing the plans and objectives 
that the QRDI is working to achieve locally and 
internationally.

A wave of investor demand for precious metals over the past year 
has clocked record after record, shocking seasoned traders and 
driving exceptional price volatility. That accelerated in January, as 
investors piled into the time-honoured havens amid concerns about 
currency debasement and the US Federal Reserve’s independence, 
trade wars and geopolitical tensions.

Gold suff ered its biggest slide in four decades last Friday and silver 
posted a record intraday decline in a stark reversal of the rally that 
lifted prices to all-time highs.

Gold fell more than 12% to slump below $5,000 an ounce in 
its biggest intraday decline since the early 1980s, according to a 
Bloomberg report. Silver plunged as much as 36%, a record intraday 
decline, as the selloff  swept through the broader metals markets. 

Prices extended falls on Monday as increased CME Group’s 
margin requirements added to the selling pressure following 
last week’s selloff  sparked by Kevin Warsh’s nomination as the 
incoming Fed chair. But on Tuesday, the two metals rebounded, 
after the historic collapse from all-time highs lured dip-buyers 
back to precious metals.

Spot gold climbed as much as 6.2% to near $4,950 an ounce 
in early trade, recovering somewhat from its worst rout in more 
than a decade. Friday’s selloff was the biggest shock to the rally, 
outdoing the slump in October. The greenback’s rally undercut 
sentiment among investors who had been piling into metals after 
the US President Donald Trump signalled a willingness to let the 
currency weaken.

Traders regard Warsh as the toughest infl ation fi ghter among 
the fi nalists, raising expectations of monetary policy that would 
underpin the dollar and weaken greenback-priced bullion.

Gold’s move “validates 
the cautionary tale of 
fast-up, fast-down,” 
said Christopher Wong, 
a strategist at Oversea-
Chinese Banking Corp. 
While reports of Warsh’s 
nomination were a trigger, 
a correction was overdue, 
he said. “It’s like one of 
those excuses markets are 
waiting for to unwind those 
parabolic moves.”

Large buyers and 
institutional investors 
usually buy gold from big 
banks. Prices in the spot 
market are determined 
by real-time supply and 
demand dynamics.

China, India, the Middle 
East and the US are other 
major gold-trading centres.

Investors can also get 
exposure to gold via futures exchanges, where people buy or sell 
a particular commodity at a fixed price on a particular date in the 
future.

COMEX, part of the New York Mercantile Exchange, is the largest 
gold futures market in terms of trading volumes.

Rising interest from investment funds in recent years has been a 
major factor behind bullion’s price moves, with sentiment driven by 
market trends, news and global events fuelling speculative buying or 
selling of gold.

Gold is a popular hedge against currency market volatility. It has 
traditionally moved in the opposite direction to the US dollar, since 
weakness in the US currency makes dollar-priced gold cheaper for 
holders of other currencies and vice versa.

Gold demand surged to a record high in 2025, as investors and 
central banks fl ocked to the safe-haven asset to guard against 
Trump’s “unpredictable policies.” 

The year was marked by Trump’s tariff  onslaught against major 
trading partners, including China, the European Union and India.

Gold purchases hit all-time highs in both volume and value last 
year, with demand exceeding 5,000 tonnes and value reaching 
$555bn, a 45% increase year on year, the World Gold Council said. 
“Uncertainty” has been the key driver of gold’s strong performance, 
said WGC analyst Krishan Gopaul. “On a geopolitical front, there 
were obviously concerns about the actions of the new Trump 
administration.”

Adding to that, Trump’s criticism of US monetary policy has 
fuelled concerns about the Federal Reserve’s independence and 
contributed to a weakening dollar.

Those fears have led central banks to signifi cantly increase their 
gold reserves.
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AFP
Rafah, Palestinian Territories

Gazans long-separated from 
their loved ones shed tears 
of joy after the limited reo-

pening of the Rafah crossing with 
Egypt allowed a handful to fi nally 
return to the war-shattered terri-
tory.

Jubilant crowds fi lmed on their 
phones as they fl ocked around a 
bus carrying returnees to Nasser 
Hospital in the southern city of 
Khan Yunis late in the night on 
Monday.

AFP footage showed a man 
holding a young child up to the 
window to greet those arriving, 

while women wept as they were at 
last able to embrace.

But for some of those re-enter-
ing Gaza, the return home was bit-
tersweet.

“We were exhausted from this 
humiliating journey,” said Rotana 
al-Riqib, a Palestinian in her thir-
ties who had returned from Egypt 
through Rafah.

“The Israelis took us to the 
crossing – me, my mother and 
another woman from Khan Yunis 
– and interrogated us,” she added.

“They don’t let us bring in any-
thing. They confi scated everything 
we had, even my children’s be-
longings. They only left us some 
clothes.”

The crossing, which is Gaza’s 

only gateway to the outside world 
that does not lead to Israel, had 
been largely closed since Israeli 
forces seized control of it in May 
2024 during the war with Hamas.

Around two dozen people, in-
stead of the expected 200, passed 
through the key border crossing 
in both directions on its fi rst day 
open, sources on both sides of the 
border said.

“They don’t want a large number 
of people to return to Gaza,” Riqib 
said. “Rather, they want a large 
number to leave,” she added, refer-
ring to the Israeli authorities.

Egypt has repeatedly warned of 
plans to displace Palestinians from 
Gaza.

According to media reports, it 

has demanded that the number of 
those exiting Gaza per day is equal 
to those returning. Ali Shaath, the 
head of a Palestinian technocratic 
committee established to over-
see the day-to-day governance of 
Gaza, said Rafah’s reopening of-
fered a “window of hope” for the 
territory devastated by two years 
of war.

Around 150 people had been due 
to leave the territory on Monday, 
and 50 to enter it, according to 
Egyptian offi  cials.

But only 12 Palestinians – nine 
women and three children – were 
allowed to return to Gaza from 
Egypt, according to the territory’s 
interior ministry and a Palestinian 
offi  cial at the border.

The ministry, which operates 
under Hamas authority, said eight 
people had departed Gaza.

A source on the Egyptian side of 
the border, however, said 12 people 
– fi ve injured and seven compan-
ions – were admitted into Egypt 
from Gaza. “Things were very dif-
fi cult, and inspections were tak-
ing place everywhere,” said Samira 
Said, who travelled back to Gaza 
through Rafah. Rafah’s reopening, 
long-demanded by the United Na-
tions and aid groups, is a key part 
of US President Donald Trump’s 
truce plan for Gaza, where human-
itarian conditions remain dire.

For the scores of sick and in-
jured in the territory, its reopen-
ing off ers a lifeline for the pos-

sibility of receiving care in Egypt.
The director of Gaza City’s Al-
Shifa Hospital, Mohammed Abu 
Salmiya, said on Monday there 
were 20,000 patients in the terri-
tory in urgent need of treatment, 
including 4,500 children. Gaza 
City resident Umm Mohamed Abu 
Shaqfa, 37, said her 11-year-old 
daughter needed treatment for 
a blood disorder which was not 
available in the Palestinian terri-
tory. “We are still waiting to travel 
through the Rafah crossing for 
treatment in Egypt, opening the 
crossing is a glimmer of hope,” she 
said. “Every day, I go to the minis-
try of health offi  ce and the World 
Health Organisation to check if my 
daughter’s name is on the list.”

Tearful Gazans fi nally reunite after limited Rafah reopening

Middle East needs 
long-term solution, 
UAE says ahead of 
US-Iran crisis talks
Reuters
Dubai

The United  Arab Emirates 
yesterday urged Iran and the 
US to use the resumption of 

nuclear talks this week to  resolve 
a standoff  that has led to mutual 
threats  of air strikes, emphasising 
that the Middle East does not need 
another war.

Iran and the US will discuss Iran’s 
nuclear programme on Friday in 
Turkiye, Iranian and US offi  cials said 
on Monday. 

US President Donald Trump said 
that with big US warships heading 
to Iran, “bad things” would prob-
ably happen if a deal could not be 
reached. A source familiar with 
the situation  said yesterday that 
Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner 
would take part in the talks, along 
with US special envoy Steve Witkoff  
and Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araqchi. The White House did not 
immediately respond to a request for 
comment on Kushner’s plans. Min-
isters from other countries in the re-
gion are also expected to attend.

An Iranian diplomatic source said 
Tehran’s view of the talks is neither 
optimistic nor pessimistic, adding 
that the Islamic Republic’s defensive 
capabilities are non-negotiable and 
that it is ready for any scenario.

“It remains to be seen whether 
the US also intends to conduct seri-
ous, result-oriented negotiations or 
not,” the source said.

Iranian sources have said Trump 
is also seeking to limit Iran’s ballistic 
 missile programme, which Iranian 
offi  cials say is an essential compo-
nent of the country’s defence.

Earlier the UAE said the region 
cannot aff ord another confl ict.

“I think that the region has gone 
through various calamitous con-
frontations,” the UAE president’s 
adviser Anwar Gargash told a panel 
at  the World Governments Sum-
mit in Dubai. “I don’t think we need 
another one,  but I would like to see 
direct Iranian-American negotia-
tions leading to understandings so 
that we don’t have these issues every 
other day.” Iran should rebuild its re-
lationship with Washington to reach 
a wider geo-strategic deal which 
could help Tehran repair its economy 
ravaged by US sanctions, Gargash 
said. In June, the US struck Iranian 
nuclear targets. Since then, Tehran 
has said its uranium enrichment 
work – which it says is for peaceful, 
not military purposes – has stopped. 
Recent satellite imagery of two of 
the targeted sites, Isfahan and Na-
tanz, appears to show new roofi ng 
over two destroyed buildings but no 
other signs of rebuilding, according 
to the imagery provided by Planet 

Labs. The meeting in Istanbul aims 
to revive diplomacy over the long-
running dispute about Iran’s nuclear 
programme and dispel fears of a  new 
regional war. Trump has demanded 
nuclear concessions from Iran and 
sent a fl otilla to its coast. He said last 
week Iran was “seriously talking”, 
while Tehran’s top security  offi  cial 
Ali Larijani said arrangements for 
negotiations were under way.

The priority of the Istanbul talks 
is to avoid confl ict and de-escalate 
tension, a regional offi  cial said.

Iranian sources said last week that 
Trump had demanded three condi-
tions for resumption of talks: Zero 
enrichment of uranium in Iran, lim-
its on Tehran’s ballistic missile pro-
gramme and ending its support for 
regional proxies.

Iran has long said all three de-
mands are unacceptable infringe-
ments of its sovereignty, but two 
Iranian offi  cials said the government 
saw the ballistic missile programme, 
rather than uranium enrichment, as 
the bigger obstacle. One Iranian of-
fi cial said: “Diplomacy is ongoing. 
For talks to resume, Iran says there 
should not be preconditions and 
that it is ready to show fl exibility 
on uranium enrichment, including 
handing over 400kg of highly en-
riched uranium (HEU), accepting 
zero enrichment under a consor-
tium arrangement as a solution.”

US President Donald Trump and his Colombian counterpart Gustavo Petro walk together at the White 
House, in Washington, DC, yesterday.

Trump, Colombia’s Petro 

meet at White House
Reuters
Washington/Bogota

US President Donald 
Trump and Colombian 
 President Gustavo Petro 

began their fi rst meeting yester-
day, a White House encounter 
testing whether they can  reach a 
lasting detente despite clashing 
ideologies  and reputations for 
unpredictability.

Trump, who has voiced a de-
sire for American dominance 
over all of Latin America, has in 
recent months had an up-and-
down relationship with Petro, a 

former anti-imperialist guer-
rilla who was elected Colombia’s 
president in 2022.

In October, Trump called Pet-
ro an “illegal drug leader” though 
he provided no evidence, and  in 
January, he mooted military ac-
tion against the longtime ally, 
which he has accused of failing 
to control the narcotics trade.

Petro, for his part, has been 
harshly critical of Trump. He 
has said the Trump adminis-
tration’s deadly strikes on al-
leged drug boats amount to war 
crimes and he described the US 
operation last month depos-
ing Venezuelan leader Nicolas 

Maduro as a “kidnapping.” In 
January, the two leaders held a 
phone call that both described 
positively, a surprise thaw that 
resulted in Petro’s invitation 
to Washington. Trump told re-
porters on Monday that Petro’s 
tone had changed  of late, imply-
ing that he had become more 
acquiescent after the Maduro 
raid.

“We’re gonna have a good 
meeting,” Trump said.

Still, if the two men have any-
thing in common, it is that they 
behave unpredictably, speak el-
liptically and change opinions 
quickly.

Teen swims four hours
to save family lost 
at sea off Australia

A 13-year-old boy recounted 
yesterday how he swam for four 
hours through choppy waters 
off  western Australia to get help 
for his family in a feat hailed by 
rescuers as “superhuman”.
The boy, named in local media 
as Austin Appelbee, made it 
across 4kms of ocean to raise 
the alarm after his mother and 
two younger siblings were swept 
out to sea.
He had gone out kayaking and 
paddle-boarding on the water 
Friday afternoon with his family.
But the waves soon grew, 
flipping their boards and filling 
their kayak with water as they 
were dragged further out into 
the ocean.
“I was really scared,” the young 
teen told reporters.
“I was just thinking in my head, 
like thinking I was going to make 
it through. But I was also thinking 
about all my friends at school,” 
he said.
“I just said: ‘Alright, not today, not 
today, not today. I have to keep 
on going’.” - Reuters

People remove snow near a house in Aomori, northeastern Japan, as heavy snow continues to hit 
the region. Soldiers and swarms of snow ploughs battled in Japan yesterday to clear  record-breaking 
snowfalls that have buried some  northern and  western cities, as the death toll rose to 30 from 
winter storms. Japan regularly receives some of the  highest snowfall in the world, making it a top 
destination for winter sports, but this year’s bitter conditions could dent turnout in Sunday’s general 
elections, the first in 36 years  scheduled in midwinter.

Japan battles deadly snowfall as 30 die
China warns Panama after 
CK Hutchison contract ended

Reuters
Beijing

China yesterday warned 
Panama there would be 
“heavy prices” to pay 

after a court ruling  there an-
nulled Hong Kong-based CK 
Hutchison’s contract to  operate 
two ports at  the Panama Canal.

China’s Hong Kong and 
Macau Aff airs Offi  ce called the 
ruling by Panama’s Supreme 
Court “absurd,” “shameful and 
pathetic,” and vowed to defend 
the interests of Chinese fi rms.

Panamanian authorities  did 
not immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

Last week’s court ruling an-
nulled a key contract that 
Panama Ports Company, a CK 
Hutchison subsidiary, has held 
since the 1990s to operate con-
tainer terminals at the canal’s 
Pacifi c and Atlantic entrances.

The legal decision, which cit-
ed constitutional violations and 
concerns over public  interest, 
was seen as a win for Washing-
ton amid intensifying US-China 
rivalry over the control of global 
trade routes.

The ruling threatens to dis-
rupt  the Hong Kong conglomer-
ate’s proposed $23bn sale of  43 
ports in 23 countries, including 
the two at the Panama Canal, to 
a consortium led by BlackRock 
and Mediterranean Shipping 
Company.

“The ruling ignored the facts, 
breached trust, and seriously 
damaged the legitimate rights 
and interests of enterprises in 
Hong Kong, China,” the Hong 
Kong and Macau Aff airs Offi  ce 
said on its social media account.

“China has suffi  cient means 
and tools, and suffi  cient strength 
and ability to defend a fair and 
just international economic and 
trade order,”  the offi  ce said.

An art teacher was in a critical condition  after she was 
stabbed  several times by  a 14-year-old pupil during 
class in a middle school in Sanary-sur-Mer, in southern 
France, yesterday, the  local Toulon prosecutor said. The 
60-year-old teacher was stabbed three to four times 
in the torso with a knife in her classroom yesterday 
afternoon, Raphael Balland told reporters.  The pupil 
was arrested and was being detained on suspicion of 
attempted murder,  he added. No religious nor political 
 motive could be found for the attack, but there had 
been tensions between the pupil and the teacher, 
Balland said. The attacker had no criminal record. - AFP

Nasa pushed  its Artemis II mission to March after 
wrapping  up a launch  rehearsal that uncovered issues 
with the massive Space Launch System rocket’s fuelling 
process, the latest delay for the mission to fly four 
astronauts around the moon  and back. The US space 
agency had been planning to launch the four Artemis II 
astronauts sometime this month, pending the outcome 
of a 49-hour launch countdown rehearsal in Florida at 
Nasa’s Kennedy Space Center.  “With  the conclusion of 
the wet dress rehearsal yesterday, we are moving off  the 
February launch window and targeting March  for the 
earliest possible launch of  Artemis II,” Nasa said. -AFP

European off icials hope to clinch a deal on rare earths 
during talks today with the US administration on the 
minerals essential to industries including defence. 
Washington is hosting the first ministerial meeting aimed 
at strengthening and diversifying critical mineral supply 
chains. The European Union’s industry chief Stephane 
Sejourne will represent the bloc during the discussions 
hosted by US Secretary of State Marco Rubio. The EU 
wants a critical minerals partnership with the US to check 
China’s influence. It also hopes such an agreement would 
help avoid a fight with Washington over resources from 
other parts of the world, such as Australia. - Reuters

Pakistan is  in talks to open a consulate in the eastern 
Libyan  city of Benghazi, three sources  with knowledge of 
the matter said. Libya descended into turmoil after a 2011 
Nato-backed uprising toppled Muammar Gaddafi  and has 
been divided into eastern and western authorities since a 
2014 civil war. The UN-recognised government in Tripoli 
controls the west, while Libyan National Army leader Field 
Marshal Khalifa Haftar’s forces based in Benghazi hold the 
east and south, including major oilfields. Islamabad would 
be joining a small group of countries with a diplomatic 
presence in Benghazi. Haftar discussed  the move with 
off icials during a Pakistan visit, sources said. - Reuters

Teacher stabbed by pupil
in southern France school

Nasa’s Artemis II moon 
mission slips to March

EU chases rare earths
deal with Washington

Pakistan plans
Benghazi consulate

CRIMESETBACKTRADE INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS



12 Gulf Times
Wednesday, February 4, 2026

QATAR

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim al-Thani paid a visit 
to Art Basel Qatar yesterday. 
Held at M7, Qatar’s epicentre for 
innovation & entrepreneurship 
in design, fashion & tech, the 
exhibition focuses on design, 
fashion, and technology. 
During the visit, HE the Prime 
Minister toured the exhibition 
pavilions, viewing a number 
of contemporary sculptures, 
paintings, and other rich 
artworks by participating 
artists. These pieces reflect the 
development of Qatar’s cultural 
landscape and its position as a 
regional and international art 
and cultural hub. (QNA)

PM visits Art Basel QatarPM visits Art Basel Qatar

Inaugural Art Basel 
Qatar opens in Doha
Art Basel opened its fi rst-

ever fair in the Middle 
East, North Africa, and 

South Asia (Menasa), marking a 
signifi cant new chapter in its glo-
bal evolution and for the interna-
tional art market. 

Art Basel Qatar, presented in 
partnership with Qatar Sports 
Investments (QSI) and QC+, 
takes place across Msheir-
eb Downtown Doha and runs 
through February 7.

The inaugural edition of Art 
Basel Qatar brings together 87 
international exhibitors, pre-
senting the work of 84 artists – 
more than half of whom hail from 
across the Menasa region. Taking 
place across M7 and the Doha De-
sign District in Msheireb Down-
town Doha, the fair is structured 
around solo artist presentations 
rather than a traditional booth 
model, off ering a more open and 
focused way to experience the 
work on view. 

Under the artistic leadership 
of Vincenzo de Bellis, Art Ba-
sel’s Chief Artistic Offi  cer and 
Global Director of Fairs, and 
Wael Shawky, Artistic Director 
of the inaugural edition, the fair 
is shaped by the theme Becom-
ing, refl ecting a format designed 
to encourage deeper engagement 
and to grow in dialogue with its 
context over time.

On the eve of the fair’s fi rst VIP 
Preview Day, Art Basel and Visit 
Qatar, the fair’s Lead Partner, cel-
ebrated by unveiling SONG, a new 
site-responsive work by Jenny 
Holzer and the tenth work in the 
fair’s Special Projects programme, 
at a welcome event at Doha’s Mu-
seum of Islamic Art (MIA). 

The work activated the mu-
seum through two simultane-
ous projections across the main 
facade and inner courtyard, ac-
companied by a single, choreo-
graphed performance of over 700 
drones in the night sky. Using 
poems by Mahmoud Darwish, 

the celebrated Palestinian poet 
whose lyrical voice has pro-
foundly shaped modern Ara-
bic literature, and Nujoom Al-
ghanem, the acclaimed Emirati 
poet and fi lmmaker known for 
her intimate and incisive writ-
ing, Holzer brings Arabic and 
English text into public space as 
illumination, rhythm, and inter-
ruption. Following its debut, the 
work remains on view to the pub-
lic nightly as a projection on the 
museum’s main facade through-
out the fair. Representing a defi n-
ing moment in Art Basel’s 55-year 
history, the new fair responds to 

Qatar’s long-standing invest-
ment in culture by establishing 
a platform that connects the re-
gion’s burgeoning artistic pro-
duction with Art Basel’s global 
network, nurturing long-term 
growth and exchange across the 
art market.

Art Basel Qatar takes place from 
February 5-7, with preview days 
on February 3 and 4. In a state-
ment, HE Sheikha Al Mayassa 
bint Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, 
Chairperson of Qatar Museums, 
said: “Today marks a special mo-
ment — one that connects talent 
and industry, by welcoming the 

establishment of Art Basel in the 
Middle East. This is the begin-
ning of a bold, exciting, and truly 
unique undertaking — one that 
merges with and amplifi es the 
cultural and artistic ecosystem 
we have been building, piece by 
piece, for the past fi fty years. 

“We are here not just to present 
yet another art fair, but to curate a 
platform that uplifts the creativ-
ity of an entire region, remaining 
deeply human-centred and hu-
mane, and inviting the world to 
be curious about who we really 
are, and engage in meaningful 
conversations.”

“Today marks a special 
moment — one that 
connects talent and 
industry, by welcoming the 
establishment of Art Basel 
in the Middle East. This is 
the beginning of a bold, 
exciting, and truly unique 
undertaking — one that 
merges with and amplifi es 
the cultural and artistic 
ecosystem we have been 
building, piece by piece, 
for the past fi ft y years” – HE 
Sheikha Al Mayassa bint 
Hamad bin Khalifa 
al-Thani, Chairperson of 
Qatar Museums

‘Loudest Grain’ wins 
Media City Qatar’s 
‘Next in Arts’ artwork 
at Art Basel Qatar

By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

‘The Loudest Grain’ by 
Yasamin Shaikhi, is the win-
ning artwork of Media City 

Qatar’s ‘Next in Arts’ programme.  
Shaikhi, an interdisciplinary de-
signer and researcher, holds a BFA 
in Interior Design and an MFA in 
Design from Virginia Common-
wealth University School of the 
Arts in Qatar (VCUarts Qatar) and 
works across material research, 
design, and critical inquiry.

Media City Qatar unveiled 
the art piece at a private pres-
entation during the show week 
of Art Basel Qatar, in the pres-
ence of HE Sheikh Abdulla bin 
Ali al-Thani, Chairman of Me-
dia City Qatar, and several other 
distinguished guests. The reveal 
brought together national leader-
ship alongside international cul-
tural leaders, collectors, and in-
dustry fi gures, reinforcing Media 
City Qatar’s role in connecting 
emerging creative practice from 
the country with leading global 
cultural platforms.

The Loudest Grain was selected 
as the inaugural work of ‘Next in 
Arts’, Media City Qatar’s three-
year programme exploring the 
intersection of art and media. 
Developed in collaboration with 
Art Basel Qatar, the programme 
is designed as a sustained plat-
form to support emerging crea-
tive voices through experimenta-
tion, visibility, and international 
engagement. The fi rst edition, 
themed ‘Where Art Meets Media’, 
features a work selected by a joint 
jury representing Media City Qa-
tar, Art Basel Qatar, VCUarts Qa-
tar, and Qatar Museums.

Sheikh Abdulla said that it was 
only a few months ago that Art 
Basel Qatar was announced. “I 
am happy to see global partners 
and global audience here with us. 
It is great to see the unbelievable 
amount of work put in to make it 
happen here,” he noted.

Speaking to Gulf Times, 
Shaikhi said the ‘Loudest Grain’ 
begins with a single grain of rice, 
an everyday material associated 
with sustenance, repetition, and 
survival, and uses it as both a lit-
eral substance and a conceptual 
framework. 

She explained: “The Loud-
est Grain grew from an interest 
in how small, repeated elements 
accumulate meaning over time, 
both materially and conceptu-
ally. Through Media City Qatar’s 
‘Next in Arts’ platform, I was 
able to develop this work through 
sustained experimentation and 
research, allowing the process to 
shape the fi nal form.”

“It took me about 10 days to 
complete the whole process of 
moulding the art piece. I gradu-
ated from VCUQatar in 2025 and 
currently I am working at VCUQ-
atar and also have my own design 
consultancy fi rm,” she added. 

Hamad Omar A al-Mannai, 
CEO of Media City Qatar, noted: 
“Media City Qatar is commit-
ted to building the foundations 
that allow creative talent to ma-
ture, be seen, and engage confi -
dently with the world. Through 
initiatives such as ‘Next in Arts’, 
we are creating enduring connec-
tions between emerging voices in 
Qatar and leading international 
platforms, ensuring that creative 
practice is supported not as a mo-
ment, but as a long-term invest-
ment.”

 “‘Next in Arts’, developed 
with Media City Qatar, creates 
that space, where emerging work 
can be shaped through dialogue, 
research, and visibility. The 
Loudest Grain reflects a consid-
ered engagement with process 
and material, and demonstrates 
how such platforms enable new 
voices to enter a wider inter-
national conversation,” stated 
Vincenzo de Bellis, chief artistic 
officer and global director of Art 
Basel Fairs.

Developed through a sequen-
tial material process, The Loudest 
Grain is cast from a biodegradable 
biomaterial derived from wasted 
rice, transformed into translu-
cent bioplastic sheets and as-
sembled into layered disks within 
a metal framework. The interplay 
of material, structure, and light 
creates a luminous, holographic 
eff ect that refl ects how images, 
data, and narratives accumulate 
over time. 

The Loudest Grain will be on 
view from February 5 to 7 as part 
of Media City Qatar’s installation 
at M7, coinciding with Art Basel 
Qatar.

HE Sheikh Abdulla bin Ali al-Thani, Chairman of Media City Qatar, 
Yasamin Shaikhi and Hamad Omar A al-Mannai, CEO of Media City Qatar 
with the art work.

Visit Qatar will participate as Lead 
Partner in the inaugural edition 
of Art Basel Qatar, taking place 
from February 5 to 7 at M7 and 
Doha Design District in Msheireb 
Downtown Doha.
As Art Basel’s fifth global fair, 
the event will showcase leading 
galleries and artistic talent from 
Qatar, the wider Middle East, 
North Africa, and South Asia 
(Menasa) region, and beyond in 
partnership with Qatar Sports 
Investments and QC+.
Through this partnership, Visit 
Qatar will deliver a hospitality-led 
presence designed to engage 
collectors, cultural stakeholders, 
media, and invited guests, 
reinforcing Qatar’s position within 
the global cultural landscape.
Central to this presence is the 
Art Basel Café presented by Visit 
Qatar, developed under the theme 
Doorway to Qatar. Inspired by 
traditional Qatari doors, a symbol 
of welcome and opportunity, the 
café reinterprets these forms 
as contemporary gateways to 
discovering, belonging in, and 

investing in Qatar. The space 
functions as a dedicated guest 
environment within the fair, 
translating national identity into a 
modern, design-led setting.
Visit Qatar is collaborating with 
Qatari chef Salman al-Jaidah and 
internationally recognised chef 
Izu Ani to reflect the culinary 
dialogue between Qatar and the 
international community through 
a unified creative lens. Visit Qatar 
is also working with Qatari artists 
Bothayna al-Zaman, and Yousef 

Ahmad whose contributions 
support the creative and cultural 
expression of Visit Qatar’s 
presence at Art Basel Qatar.
As part of Visit Qatar’s activation, 
an integrated content screen will 
showcase curated destination 
storytelling, including the Only 
in Doha series, a short-form film 
collaboration with Art Basel that 
spotlights Qatari artists Maha 
Jassim al-Thani, Abdulrahman al-
Muftah, and Yasmine Mansoor. 
Visit Qatar’s participation supports 

the delivery of the world’s premier 
modern and contemporary art 
platform hosted in Doha, while 
providing direct engagement 
opportunities with leading 
voices and audiences within 
the arts ecosystem. The hosting 
of internationally recognised 
events forms part of Visit Qatar’s 
approach to diversifying the 
visitor off ering and strengthening 
Qatar’s position as a year-round 
destination for culture, creativity, 
and premium experiences.

Visit Qatar takes part as Lead Partner at Art Basel Qatar
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