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Did Trump make
Davos great again?

US President Donald Trump stole the show at the World Economic
Forum (WEF) in Davos, but he may have also made the annual
gabfest of the global elite relevant again — at least for a week.

The relevance of the gathering of CEOs and political leaders in the
Swiss Alps is regularly questioned by critics who deride it as an out-
of-touch echo chamber where little gets done.

But all eyes were on this year’s Davos as Trump barrelled into town
with a geopolitical storm hanging over the picturesque ski resort,
where he pressed his case to acquire Greenland.

Hundreds of people stood in huge lines to hear Trump deliver a
speech that drew gasps and nervous laughs as he mocked allies but
also praised the “brilliant” A-listers in the room —and ultimately
ruled out using force to take Greenland.

“It’s interesting that people were lining up to hear President
Trump like they were not lining to hear any other speaker. None has
got such kind of interest,” Latvian President Edgars Rinkevics said.

“I think that to some extent, Davos is back to what it was meant
to be. To hear different perspectives, to argue, to discuss, to disagree
sometimes, to agree, to somehow build bridges rather than to
destroy them,” he said.

Davos became the scene of intense diplomacy, culminating with
Trump announcing a “framework of a future deal” on Greenland
following talks with Nato secretary-general Mark Rutte.

A day later, Trump met Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
as part of his effort to end Russia’s war in Ukraine, while also
launching his “Board of Peace”.

There was even arare standing ovation this year — for Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Carney, who described a “rupture” in the
global order in a speech that angered Trump.

It had been years since the WEF, founded in 1971, had been at the
epicentre of such a momentous political episode.

The forum’s previous
landmark moments
include hosting a thaw in
Greek-Turkish tensions
in 1088, and talks
between Nelson Mandela
and South Africa’s
apartheid-era president
F W deKlerkin1992.

Yet the renewed
attention on Davos was
not just about diplomacy
and deal-making.

It was also about
confrontation.

The Trump
administration
descended on the Swiss
resort in force to push
its America First agenda
- the antithesis of the
WEF’s pro-globalisation
creed.

“We are here to make
avery clear point: globalisation has failed the West and the United
States of America,” US Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick said
during a panel discussion.

“It’s a failed policy. It is what the WEF has stood for,” Lutnick said.

This year’s meeting also comes at a turning point for the WEF
after its founder, Klaus Schwab, stepped down as head of the forum
amid allegations of wrongdoing, for which he was later cleared after
an internal investigation.

The head of US investment giant BlackRock, Larry Fink, took over
as interim co-chair and acknowledged in his opening remarks to the
forum the criticism that the WEF has faced.

“It’s also obvious that the world now places far less trust in us to
help shape what comes next. If the World Economic Forum is going
to be useful, going forward, it has to regain that trust,” Fink said.

The billionaire floated the idea of hosting WEF meetings in
“places where the modern world is actually being built”, such as
Detroit or Dublin.

But the WEF is still a place where the rich and powerful come
to network and do business first. Marc Benioff, the CEO of tech
firm Salesforce, was in his element as he shook hands with other
corporate titans in the corridors of the congress centre.

“I think for CEOs, still, the fundamental operation of their
business, the implementation of AI, the transformation into this new
world, that’s number one,” Benioff said after chatting with PepsiCo
boss Ramon Laguarta.

“Obviously, there’s a geopolitical situation going on, but I think
for the vast majority of attendees, it’s not impacting them,” he said.

Benioff was among an A-list of CEOs that included Apple’s Tim
Cook and Nvidia’s Jensen Huang, invited to meet Trump in Davos.
“The people who matter are here and the conversations that are
important are happening here,” Benioff said. Davos, he said, “has
never been more relevant”. — AFP
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THE LALGH SAYS IT ALL

Fearing China clash,
Japan asks fishermen to
avoid flashpoint islands

By Mariko Katsumura, Tim Kelly, Nobuhiro
Kubo and John Geddie
ISHIGAKI

itoshi Nakama, 76, sees himself

as a frontline defender of Japan’s

claims to disputed islands in the

East China Sea, where he regularly
evades Chinese coast guard ships to harvest
the bountiful waters. But since late last year,
some Japanese officials have been discreetly
urging Nakama and his peers to steer clear of
the remote outcrops — known as Senkaku in
Japan and Diaoyu in China — to avoid escalating
adiplomatic clash with Beijing, according to
Nakama and three other people with knowledge
of the requests.

The requests, reported for the first time
by Reuters, signal an abrupt shift after years
in which Tokyo tacitly accepted such trips,
used by some fishermen as a way to assert
Japan’s control of the uninhabited islets and
surrounding seas. The islands, administered
by Japan but also claimed by China, have
long been a flashpoint in relations between
the two Asian powers. Ties have deteriorated
since Japanese leader Sanae Takaichi angered
China in November by commenting on how
Tokyo might respond to a Chinese attack on
Taiwan. US President Donald Trump later that
month asked Takaichi, a staunch nationalist
who became prime minister in October, not to
further inflame the tensions. Reuters couldn’t
determine whether the pleas to the fishermen
were ordered by Takaichi or linked to the appeal
from the United States, Japan's security backer.

Takaichi’s office and Japan’s foreign ministry
declined to address questions about the
requests to fishermen. The foreign ministry
said in a statement that the islands were an
inherent part of Japan’s territory and that it
had repeatedly lodged diplomatic protests over
Chinese incursions.

The warnings issued to fishermen illustrate a
catch-22 for Tokyo: Fishing underlines Japan’s
control of the islands but risks triggering a more
serious confrontation with Chinese coast guard
vessels that could escalate rapidly, according
to more than a dozen people interviewed by
Reuters, including fishermen, Japanese officials
and security analysts. Yet a pullback may lead
China to more assertively press its claims, some
of these people said.

China’s foreign ministry told Reuters some
right-wing Japanese had repeatedly entered the
waters of the islands “in the name of ‘fishing’
to provoke and cause trouble’, adding that
maritime issues should be addressed through
dialogue and consultation.

A Trump administration official declined
to address questions about the president’s
November call with Takaichi but said the US
opposed unilateral attempts to change the
status quo in the East China Sea.

SMALL INCIDENTS CAN ‘LEAD TO WAR’

As tensions with China flared in November,
the pleas to fishermen began.

Hiroaki Hayashi, a businessman who chairs
anationalist group that helps fund Nakama’s
fishing trips, told Reuters he received a request
from a Japanese coast guard official to stop
Nakama from going on a planned voyage at the
end of that month. Nakama reluctantly opted to
steer clear, Hayashi said.

Another fisherman, Kazushi Kinjo, 53, said
he had been planning to fish around the islands
during a week-long voyage that started on
November 26. But just before he set sail, and
while at sea, he received calls from multiple
officials urging him to avoid the Senkaku islands.

“They’ve never said anything like that to
me before,” he said, declining to identify the

also claimed by China

(REUTERS / File Photo)

officials. Kinjo said he briefly transited the
waters around the islands on the way back to his
home port but didn't stop to fish.

A few weeks later, Finance Minister Satsuki
Katayama — previously an adviser to the
Senkaku Islands Defence Association, the
nationalist group that supports Nakama —
hosted the fisherman in Tokyo on December 19.

During their 20 -minute meeting, she asked
about his previous visits to the islands and
remarked that “small incidents can grow bigger
and lead to war’; Nakama said. He interpreted
the message as arequest to stay away, though
she didn’t say so directly, he said.

“What she was really saying was that she
didn’t want me to go,” Nakama told Reuters as
small waves rocked his boat in his home port of
Ishigaki, where he serves as alocal councillor.

Katayama’s office declined to comment
on the meeting. The Japan Coast Guard
said it informs relevant parties about the
security situation in waters surrounding the
islands as necessary, but declined to discuss
specifics.

Ishigaki Mayor Yoshitaka Nakayama said
Japanese officials appeared concerned about
the risk that fishermen could be detained or
subjected to inspections by Chinese authorities
during a period of heightened tensions with
Beijing.

“If someone should actually be detained it
would escalate into a much bigger international
issue, so I think that is what the government
wants to avoid,” he told Reuters at his office.
China in recent years has stepped up efforts to
enforce its sweeping maritime claims, notably
in repeated confrontations with Philippine
vessels in which Chinese coast guard ships used
water cannons.

The last major maritime dispute between
China and Japan erupted in 2010, after Japan’s
coast guard detained the captain of a Chinese
fishing boat that collided with Japanese vessels
near the Senkaku/Diaoyu islands. Relations
soured further in 2012 when Japan nationalised
several of the then-privately owned islands.

Washington has committed to defending the
islands under its security treaty with Japan,
meaning any clash there risks drawing in the
United States.

“It’s kind of the touch paper for further
deterioration between Japan and China,
because China is really pushing its claims on the
islands. It is phenomenally tense around there
at the moment,” said Robert Ward, Japan chair
at the London-based International Institute for

 Tokyo and Beijing embroiled in major diplomatic dispute
o Japanese fishermen told to steer clear of remote outcrops

e Fishing demonstrates Japan’s control of islands,
nationalist groups say

A China Coast Guard vessel sails near a Japan Coast Guard vessel around a group of disputed
islands called Senkaku Islands in Japan, also known in China as Diaoyu Islands.

Strategic Studies (IISS).

Chinese coast guard ships were spotted
near the islands on a record 357 days last
year, according to Japan’s coast guard. The
islands lie more than 300km from mainland
China, about 150kms from Japan’s nearest
inhabited territory, and about 170km from
Taiwan, which also claims them.

GOOD FISHING

Fishing has long been associated with the
islands.

After Japan first claimed them in the late 19th
century, a skipjack tuna processing plant was
established on the main Uotsuri Island until it
was abandoned in the 1930s.

In 1977, before Beijing began more assertively
pressing its claims and scaring off fishermen,
there were at least 164 Japanese fishing
trips to the islands, according to a Japanese
government -commissioned research report.

Last year, there were only eight documented
visits by Japanese fishing vessels, down from 18
in 2024, according to the Japan Coast Guard.

Nakama and his nationalist backers say they
are determined to reverse the decline in fishing
around the islands, arguing that such activity
helps demonstrate Japan’s control.

Paul Midford, a professor of international
studies at Meiji Gakuin University in Yokohama,
said while that argument has merit, it can lead
to escalation as both sides try to outdo each
other to demonstrate control.

Yet a complete lack of Japanese economic
activity could invite China to flood the area
with its own ships, said IISS’s Ward. “The need
for Japan to keep showing it has a pulse in the
Senkaku Islands is really important,” he said.

Kinjo said his motivation is money, not
politics.

“I earn my income there... a substantial
income,” he said, describing the seas as a
treasure trove of red snapper, a local delicacy.

While rough winter seas may help keep
fishermen away for now, Kinjo and Nakama said
they were determined to return soon, despite
the risks.

“T'l1 go there for as long as I have this boat. I'll
keep on going,” Nakama said, as he sat on anice
box on the deck of his ship.

o Reporting by Mariko Katsumura in Ishigaki
and Nobuhiro Kubo, Tim Kelly and John Geddie
in Tokyo; additional reporting by Laurie Chen
in Beijing and Trevor Hunnicutt in Washington;
editing by David Crawshaw.
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Greenland dispute is ‘wake-up
call’ for Europe, says Macron

AFP
Paris

said yesterday a standoff with the

United States over Greenland was “a
strategic wake-up call for all of Europe” as
he hosted the leaders of Denmark and the
Danish autonomous territory for talks.

European powers have sought to join
forces after US President Donald Trump
roiled the transatlantic alliance by threat-
ening to seize strategically-located and
mineral-rich Greenland.

Speaking alongside the prime ministers
of Denmark and Greenland, Mette Freder-
iksen and Jens-Frederik Nielsen, Macron
said the “awakening” must focus “on as-
serting our European sovereignty, on our
contribution to Arctic security, on the fight
against foreign interference and disin-
formation, and on the fight against global
warming.”

He reaffirmed to Frederiksen and Nielsen
France’s solidarity and “its commitment to
your sovereignty and territorial integrity”.
“France will continue to defend these prin-
ciples in accordance with the United Na-
tions Charter,” he added, expressing his
support for increased Nato engagement in
the Arctic.

“Greenland is not for sale, nor is it up for
grabs. The Greenlanders will decide their
own future,” Macron said in the indigenous
Greenlandic language.

He then switched to Danish, telling the
prime minister that France would “be side-

French President Emmanuel Macron

French President Emmanuel Macron (centre) Denmark’s Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen (right) and Greenland Prime Minister Jens-Frederik Nielsen addressing a
press conference prior to a working lunch at the Elysee Palace in Paris yesterday. (AFP)

by-side” with the “Kingdom of Denmark”.

In a gesture of solidarity, a modest
number of military personnel were de-
ployed to Greenland this month by a hand-
ful of European countries including France.

After European pushback, Trump backed
down on the threat to take Greenland, which
is located between the Arctic Ocean and the
North Atlantic Ocean, by military force.

On Tuesday, the French navy flagship,
the Charles de Gaulle aircraft carrier, set

course for the Atlantic for pre-planned
military exercises. Sources familiar with
the matter told AFP that the carrier was
being deployed to the North Atlantic.

‘Greenland will never forget’
Frederiksen said that recent weeks had
shown that Europe can stand up for itself.
“The world order as we have known it is
under pressure, it’s changing rapidly,” she
added. “Maybe it’s gone.”

Nielsen, 34, thanked Macron for “stand-
ing by us without hesitation”

“We will in Greenland never forget it,” he
said. He said cooperation with France was
not only about Greenland.

“It goes beyond Greenland,” Nielsen
said. “For us, this is about the values in the
world, our democracy.”

Speaking earlier Wednesday, Frederik-
sen said that Europe needed to improve its
defences “now” to become less reliant on
the United States for military protection.

On Monday, Nato chief Mark Rutte told
EU lawmakers to “keep on dreaming” if
they thought Europe could defend itself
without the United States. In response to
Rutte’s comments, Frederiksen conceded it
would be “extremely difficult” for Europe
to defend itself now.

“Because when you look at intelligence,
nuclear weapons, and so on, we depend on
the US;” she said at Sciences Po university.

“But I think we’re able to do more than
what is being said publicly right now.”

As for a 2035 target to ramp up spend-
ing on NATO, she said: “I’m sorry to say it
would be too late.”

“I think rearming ourselves now is the
most important thing.”

Nato members committed to raising de-
fence and security spending last year to five
percent of their economic output, follow-
ing on from an earlier target of two percent
by 2024, after pressure from the US gov-
ernment.

On Tuesday, German Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz hosted Frederiksen in Berlin
and assured her of Germany’s solidarity.

Probe launched into drug use at
German defence academy

Germany'’s armed forces have launched an
investigation into illicit drug use at a military
academy, the defence ministry said yesterday, vowing
“zero tolerance” on the issue.

“Drugs were not only allegedly consumed but also
sold by students” at the German Armed Forces
University in the northern city of Hamburg, the
ministry said in a statement without specifying which
drugs were involved.

A campus search was carried out in mid-January

and disciplinary measures have been taken in the
investigation targeting officer cadets, said ministry
spokesman Kenneth Harms.

He added that law enforcement authorities are also
involved.

“To be perfectly clear, drug use and drug possession

are incompatible with the values upheld in the
German Armed Forces, and we maintain a strict zero-
tolerance policy in this regard,” he said.

The ministry said an investigation was also underway
into “potentially humiliating initiation rituals” at the
university.

The issue comes as the German armed forces steps
up a recruitment drive, sending questionnaires to all
young men turning 18.

The drive is part of Germany’s broader effort to build
up the military as Europe worries about Russia and
the strength of US commitment to Nato.

The ministry is already investigating a scandal
centred on sexual misconduct and right-wing
extremism at an elite paratrooper regiment based in
the southwestern town of Zweibruecken. (AFP)

CERN chief upbeat on funding
for new particle collider

AFP
Meyrin, Switzerland

ark Thomson, the new head of Europe’s
Mphysics laboratory CERN, voiced confidence

on Tuesday about raising the billions of dol-
lars needed to build by far the world’s biggest particle
accelerator.

CERN, the European Organisation for Nuclear Re-
search, seeks to unravel what the universe is made of
and how it works. The planned Future Circular Collid-
er (FCC) would be an electron-positron collider ring
with a circumference of 91 kilometres and an average
depth of 200 metres. Scientists believe that ordinary
matter - such as stars, gases, dust, planets and every-
thing on them - accounts for just five percent of the
universe. The FCC will try to reveal what makes up the
other 95 percent, the so-called dark matter and dark
energy that scientists have yet to observe directly.

“That project would start operation in the second
half of the 2040s,” Thomson told reporters.

The British particle physicist took over as CERN’s
director-general on January 1. He said the gigantic
collider would cost around $19.5bn. “About half of

that comes out of the existing ongoing budget, and we
have to find the resources for the other half;” he said.

“I’'m very optimistic personally, but it’s not going to
be straightforward.”

In December, in a first for the laboratory, private
donors pledged $1bn towards the construction of the
FCC. “They’re not expecting anything in return. This
isreally for the good of science,” said Thomson.

Based on the outskirts of Geneva, CERN has 25
member states and its council is set to take a decision
in 2028 on whether to go ahead with the FCC.

For now, CERN's Large Hadron Collider (LHC) is
currently the world’s biggest particle accelerator,
whizzing particles into each other at phenomenal
speeds. The 27-kilometre proton-smashing ring, run-
ning about 100 metres below France and Switzerland,
has, among other things, been used to prove the exist-
ence of the Higgs boson. Dubbed “the God particle”
its discovery in 2012 broadened science’s understand -
ing of how particles acquire mass and earned physi-
cists Peter Higgs and Francois Englert the 2013 Nobel
Prize for Physics. The LHC is expected to have fully
run its course by around 2040.1t is set to resume op-
erations in February after a winter break, before shut-
ting down again in June.

Spain eyes full
service on train
tragedy linein
10 days

AFP
Madrid

pain aims to restart within
Slo days full service on a key

high-speed railway line where
a collision between two trains killed
45 people, the transport minister
said yesterday.

The January 18 disaster in the
southern region of Andalusia - one
of Europe’s deadliest such accidents
this century - partially shut the
line linking Madrid and the city of
Seville as investigators cleared the
wreckage and collected evidence.

“Today we have received legal
permission to proceed with the re-
placement of the infrastructure in
the section of the accident,” Trans-
port Minister Oscar Puente wrote
onX.

“QOur aim is that it is completed
in a timeframe of approximately 10
calendar days. After the replace-
ment, the whole of the Madrid-
Seville line will resume service,” he
added.

The line was Spain’s first high-
speed rail connection when it
opened in 1992, with the network
expanding to become the world’s
second-largest after China’s and a
source of national pride.

But the accident has raised
doubts about the safety of rail travel
in the country.

A preliminary report released
last week suggested the track was
cracked before a train run by private
firm Iryo derailed and smashed into
an oncoming service operated by
state company Renfe.

US embassy angers Danish

AFP
Copenhagen

anish veterans yesterday
Dcriticised the US em-

bassy in Copenhagen for
removing national flags put up
in front of the mission to hon-
our Danish soldiers killed in Af-
ghanistan.

The embassy later back-
tracked, and a US State Depart-
ment spokesperson told AFP
that “until an outlet reached
out, we were unaware of why
the flags were placed in plant-
ers outside the embassy”, noting
they had been put up without
co-ordination with the embassy.

US President Donald Trump
last week angered some allies by
downplaying the role of non-US
Nato troops in the Afghanistan
war, saying in an interview that
Nato troops “stayed alittle back,
alittle off the front lines”

In response, 44 Danish flags,
which carried the names of
the 44 Danish soldiers killed in
Afghanistan, were put up on
Tuesday in flower beds outside
the US embassy in Copenhagen.

A video published by Dan-
ish media showed embassy staff
taking down the flags yesterday
morning.

The embassy originally told
Danish media that it had re-
moved the flags because they
had been put up without coordi-
nation with the embassy.

In its statement to AFP, it also
noted that “flags, banners, signs,
and other items are sometimes
left near the embassy” follow-
ing demonstrations, and while
not prohibited they are usually
cleaned up by guard staff at the
end of their shift.

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni looks out the window as she flies
over the Sicilian town of Niscemi, parts of which have been left standing
on the edge of a cliff after a landslide triggered by a storm. (REUTERS)

AFP
Niscemi, Italy

aetano Ferrera had just a few
inutes to grab belongings
from his home, one of hun-

dreds evacuated after a landslide in
Sicily that experts warn could wors-
en due to heavy rainfall.

“Being left without anything is
bad, it’s bad. I've been here ever
sinceIwas achild,” said Ferrera, vis-
ibly emotional as he locked the door
behind him.

Ferrera and his family, including
two 16-year-old daughters and eld-
erly parents, have no idea whether
they will ever be able to return.

The house sits in an area of Nis-
cemi declared a “red zone” - and
therefore off limits - after a four-
kilometre (2.5-mile) long stretch
of the hillside collapsed on Sunday,
forcing the evacuation of some
1,500 people. The town, built on
unstable terrain, was battered by a
powerful storm which hit southern

Ttaly last week. Though there were
no deaths or injuries, experts say the
gulf could extend - and topple more
houses - when it rains again.

Ttalian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni visited yesterday, flying by
helicopter over the gashed hillside
and deep fissures in fields below.

She promised quick help, point -
ing to long delays in compensation
from a previous large landslide in
the same town in 1997. Speaking to
local officials after visiting the site,
she said it still remained to be seen
how many people would be “per-
manently displaced because the
landslide is still moving”

Landslide still active

“We need to wait for the rains
to stop and for the soil moisture to
decrease’; Luigi D’Angelo, the Civil
Protection Agency’s head of emer-
gency management, told AFP.

He said “heavy rain” was forecast
in the coming days. Rubble from a
few homes destroyed by the land-
slide could be seen at the bottom
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Maja Schlei Staal placed Danish flags in front of the US embassy in

Copenhagen yesterday. The flags are being placed in response to US
President Donald Trump saying in an interview that Nato soldiers in
Afghanistan “stayed back a little, a little away from the front line”. (AFP)

It said the flags placed there
on Tuesday had been removed
“in accordance with this policy”

But politicians and veterans’
representatives condemned the
move.

“This was an unnecessary
action, which has been per-
ceived as a provocation by many
Danes,” Carsten Rasmussen,
chairman of the Danish Veteran
Association, told AFP.

Many felt Trump’s comments
represented “a betrayal” of their
brothers in arms, he added.

‘Completely unacceptable’

Jens-Kristian Lutken, a Co-
penhagen city official represent -
ing the Liberal Party (Venstre),
called the embassy’s move and
the questioning of Danish ef-
forts in Afghanistan “complete-
ly unacceptable”.

“We have fought alongside
the Americans in Afghanistan,
Iraq and elsewhere, and we have

of the cliff, “and there’s a risk that
another 20m or so could fall, im-
pacting other homes’; he said. The
agency is using drones to monitor
the red zone and satellite images to
assess the speed of the landslide.

As locals watched a darkening
sky, police patrolled streets empty
of all but stray cats, while emergen-
cy services stood on standby on the
edge of the red zone.

Niscemi, home to some 25,000
people and built on sandstone and
clay, suffered alandslide in the same
area nearly 30 years ago, and resi-
dents said this week’s disaster had
been long in the making.

Geologist Giuseppe Amato, head
of water resources in Sicily for
Legambiente, told AFP the land-
slide should serve as a warning as
climate change leads to increas-
ing weather extremes. “Niscemi is
another alarm bell... we must re-
spond by changing our habits” and
“choosing not to build in certain
ways and in certain places”

“In 2025 alone, Sicily has been hit

lost many soldiers in Afghani-
stan - per capita, as many as the
Americans have lost,” he told
broadcaster TV2.

Following the news of the re-
moval, new flags were put up on
yesterday.

By Wednesday afternoon,
hundreds of small Danish flags
had been put up in the flower-
beds, TV2 reported.

The embassy told AFP that
“additional flags subsequently
placed are currently in place and
will remain so”.

“If the American ambassador
is fully aware of what is going on
in Denmark, then they will know
what this is all about,” Rasmus-
sen told AFP about the original
move to take down the flags.

“They will know that it seems
like a provocation.”

The Danish Veteran Asso-
ciation is also planning a silent
march towards the embassy on
Saturday.

Fear in Sicilian town as vast landslide risks widening

by 48 exceptional weather events’)
from wind and rain to extreme heat,
showing the Mediterranean island is
“a hot spot for climate change in all
respects’) he said.

According to Italy’s Institute for
Environmental Protection and Re-
search (ISPRA), over one million
Italians live in areas classed as “high
or very high risk” for landslides.

Rosario Cona, 45, a farmhand,
told AFP that on Sunday “the land
simply dropped away”.

“We watch houses falling, this is
normality for us,” he said.

Unlike 29 years ago, though, “we
have to take responsibility”; he said.
“The time for sleepwalking is over?”

As a mobile kitchen readied hot
meals for evacuees, Cona said Nis-
cemi’s future was uncertain - but he
for one would never leave.

His family may not return to their
home, just one row back from the
cliff edge, but Cona said he would
build a new one if necessary.

“I was born here, and I will die
here” he said.
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Kuwaiti justice ministry delegation
reviews Qatar’s ]ud1c1al experience

A delegation from Kuwait’s Ministry of Justice
reviewed Qatar’s legal and judicial experience,
including mechanisms for delivering legal
services and real estate registration and
notarisation, during a visit to the Ministry of
Justice on the sidelines of the Doha Legal
Forum. The delegation attended presentations
by Director of Real Estate Registration,
Mohammed Hassan al-Rumaihi, and Director of
the Documentation Department, Areej Mohsen
al-Shammari, on the ministry’s legal services
system, access procedures, and advances in
digital transformation that have converted
services to user-friendly electronic platforms.
The delegation also toured the ministry’s service
centre at Rawdat Al Hammama Government
Complex, where they learned about procedures
at external branches, recent updates to the SAK
program that have digitised most registration
and notarisation services, and ongoing efforts
to enhance efficiency and security through

digital channels. Director of the External
Services Department, Ali al-Hajri, emphasised
that the ministry’s digital upgrades aim to
improve efficiency and allow users to complete
transactions securely through digital platforms.
He said the ministry continues to strengthen

its technical infrastructure in line with Qatar’s
broader push toward comprehensive digital
transformation.

At the conclusion of the visit, the Kuwaiti
delegation praised Qatar’s legal and judicial
experience and the remarkable progress it has
achieved across various fields, describing it as an
advanced model for developing judicial services.
They also expressed their aspiration to
strengthen legal and judicial co-operation with
Qatar and benefit from its advanced experience
in this area, in a way that enhances the Gulf
judicial experience and co-operation between
the relevant departments in the justice ministries
of GCC states. (QNA)

Amiri Guard celebrates graduation

The Amiri Guard celebrated at Barzan Camp the graduation of Basic Officer Leader Course (BOLC) No
5 and Basic Sniper Course No 18. Attending the ceremony were HE the Commander of Amiri Guard,
Major General Staff Mohammed bin Sultan al-Suwaidi; the Deputy Commander of the Amiri Guard; the
Inspector General; assistants to the Commander of the Amiri Guard; and several high-ranking officers.
Having reviewed the general reports of the two courses, Acting Commander of the Amiri Guard School,
Capt Mohammad Khalfan al-Mansour, addressed the ceremony, highlighting that the BOLC course
covered the various phases of war, the utilisation and employment of military skills on the battlefield,
and the training of officers in combat planning operations. Regarding the Basic Sniper Course, Capt
al-Mansour outlined that the course aims to train participants in a variety of marksmanship skills,
including remaining undercover, conducting surveillance, and precisely monitoring targets, with the
objective of strengthening their capabilities and elevating their skills to the highest levels. As the event
concluded, HE the Commander of Amiri Guard honoured the highest-performing graduates of the two
courses. (QNA)

ISESCO for educational plans that integrate AI technologies

he Islamic World Educational,
TScientiﬁc and Cultural Organi-

sation (ISESCO) called on the
ministries of education in its member
states to adopt educational plans that
integrate artificial intelligence (AI)
technologies into educational cur-
ricula, while also incorporating the
principles of the Riyadh Charter and
its ethical foundations.

This came in a statement by Direc-
tor-General of ISESCO Dr Salem bin
Mohammed al-Malik, during the In-
ternational Conference on Capacity
Building in Data and Artificial Intel-
ligence (ICAN 2026), organised by the
Saudi Data and Artificial Intelligence
Authority (SDAIA) in partnership with
King Saud University and the Human
Capacity Development Program.

Dr al-Malik emphasised that arti-
ficial intelligence has become a new

platform for improving quality of
life, expanding job opportunities, and
strengthening the foundations of ef-
fective governance.

This will move societies from a
stage of sufficiency to one of social
innovation and enhance the sustain-
ability of development. In this con-
text, he pointed to the Riyadh Charter
for Artificial Intelligence in the Is-
lamic World, launched by ISESCO in
partnership with SDAIA, as an ethical
and strategic framework guiding the
responsible development and use of
AI and promoting its application to
serve humanity and sustainable de-
velopment.

Dr al-Malik also warned of the rapid
transformations in the labour market,
explaining that AI will lead to the de-
cline of some traditional jobs and the
emergence of new jobs with updated

titles and skills. This necessitates ac-
celerating efforts in preparation and
continuous training.

For his part, Director of the Center
for Foresight and Artificial Intelligence
at ISESCO Dr Qais al-Hamami, par-
ticipated in a session at the conference
on national data and AI strategies. He
presented the ISESCO Al Index for the
Islamic World, emphasising its role as
apractical tool for assessing readiness,
identifying gaps, and supporting poli-
cies in member states.

It is worth noting that the Interna-
tional Conference on Capacity Build-
ing in Data and Artificial Intelligence
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in-
cludes experts and specialists from
more than 50 local and international
organisations, to discuss the future of
humanity in education and work in the
age of artificial intelligence. (QNA)
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