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HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani 
met yesterday with US Undersecretary of State for Economic Aff airs, Jacob Helberg, who is visiting the country. 
The two sides discussed the close strategic relations between Qatar and the US and ways to support and 
strengthen them, in addition to a host of topics of common interest. (QNA) Page 2 

PM meets US undersecretary of state
Qatar, US sign up ‘Pax 
Silica’ tech alliance

Qatar and the United 
States signed the “Pax 
Silica” Declaration yes-

terday, marking a strategic step 
to enhance bilateral co-opera-
tion in advanced technologies 
and supply chain security while 
supporting global economic 
stability. The declaration rein-
forces the partnership between 
the two countries and contrib-
utes to building a more resilient 
and sustainable global economic 
ecosystem.

HE the Minister of State for 
Foreign Trade Aff airs Dr Ahmed 
bin Mohammed al-Sayed signed 
on behalf of Qatar, while US 
Under Secretary of State for 
Economic Aff airs Jacob Helberg 
signed for the United States. The 
agreement refl ects both coun-
tries’ shared commitment to 

strengthening secure and reli-
able technology supply chains, 
safeguarding critical resources, 
and ensuring the resilience of 
global supply networks.

Qatar’s accession to Pax Silica 
aligns with its national priori-
ties to consolidate its position as 
a regional and international hub 
for advanced technologies and 
artifi cial intelligence, while sup-
porting Qatar National Vision 
2030 and the Third National De-
velopment Strategy 2024-2030, 
which aims to foster a competi-
tive and sustainable digital econ-
omy.

Through this initiative, Qatar 
will expand international part-
nerships in semiconductors, 
advanced computing, cyberse-
curity, and digital technologies, 
enhancing its technological ca-
pabilities and supporting eco-
nomic diversifi cation.

At the signing ceremony, Dr 
al-Sayed described the declara-
tion as “a new milestone in the 
Qatar-US partnership, founded 

on trust, shared interests, and 
a unifi ed vision for advanc-
ing stability and prosperity”. He 
noted that Qatar takes pride in 
its role within leading interna-
tional partnerships dedicated to 
strengthening secure and reli-
able supply chains in semicon-
ductors, artifi cial intelligence 
(AI), and advanced technologies.

“The world is undergoing a 
profound transformation driven 
by artifi cial intelligence, rising 
demand for energy and critical 
minerals, and rapid technological 
advancement,” Dr al-Sayed said, 
stressing that success requires 
close cooperation to reinforce 
technological ecosystems and 
deepen partnerships based on 
trust and shared responsibility.

He emphasised Qatar’s invest-
ments in the future digital econ-
omy’s foundations, including 
digital infrastructure, advanced 
industries, and research and in-
novation ecosystems. Cloud 
computing centres launched by 
US companies have contributed 
signifi cantly to positioning Qa-
tar as one of the region’s most 
advanced digital hubs, he noted.

Dr al-Sayed highlighted the 
Qatar AI Initiative (QAI) as a 
national platform promot-
ing innovation, expanding co-
operation in artificial intelli-
gence, and ensuring alignment 
of advanced technologies with 
the highest standards of safety, 
governance, and technological 
security. To Page 5

Strategic partnership 
targets AI and 
semiconductors, 
supply chain security

By A Staff  Reporter
Doha

More than 51,000 secondary 
school students will receive 
booster jabs against three 
potentially fatal diseases as health 
authorities launch their 2026 
immunisation drive across Qatar’s 
schools.
The Ministry of Public Health is 
co-ordinating with education 
off icials and healthcare providers 
to administer the Tdap vaccine 
— protecting against tetanus, 
diphtheria, and whooping cough 
— to all ninth- and tenth-graders in 
278 schools nationwide.
Consent forms have been 
sent home to parents as 
vaccination teams begin 
visiting both government and 
private institutions to reach the 
51,772 students enrolled in the 
programme.
Dr Hamad Eid al-Romaihi, who 
heads the Health Protection 
and Communicable Disease 
Control Department, said the 
annual campaign has delivered 
consistently strong results since 
beginning 15 years ago.
“Over the past fifteen years, the 
National Vaccination Programme 
has succeeded in attaining high 
and sustainable coverage rates, 
thanks to the eff orts of healthcare 
professionals, the support of 
partners, and the co-operation of the 
community,” he said. To Page 5
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Qatar launches Media 
Library at GCO forum

By Santhosh V Perumal
Business Reporter

Qatar yesterday launched 
Media Library, a national 
digital platform serving 

as the offi  cial portal for govern-
ment visual content, as “News-
room” platform has become a 
practical model for integration 
among government and semi-
government entities.

The library — which supports 
government entities in access-
ing approved, high-quality pho-
tos, videos, and media materi-
als, helping unify visual identity 
and enhance the eff ectiveness of 
communication campaigns and 
messages across platforms — was 
launched at the Third Govern-
ment Communications Forum.

The two-day forum under-

scores the pivotal role of the gov-
ernment communications system 
in supporting the national nar-
rative, enhancing institutional 
coordination, and keeping pace 
with rapid transformations in the 
media and digital landscape.

The opening day featured HE 
the Minister of Environment 
and Climate Change Dr Ab-
dullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki 
al-Subaie, HE the Minister of 
Labour  Dr Ali bin Saeed bin 
Smaikh al-Marri, HE the Min-
ister of Justice and Minister of 
State for Cabinet Aff airs Ibra-
him bin Ali bin Issa al-Hassan 
al-Mohannadi, and HE Dr Ab-
dulaziz bin Nasser bin Mubarak 
al-Khalifa, President of the Civil 
Service and Government Devel-
opment Bureau and Secretary-
General of the National Plan-
ning Council. To Page 5 
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By Ayman Adly
Staff   Reporter

A unified Code of Conduct 
governing student behaviour 
in all private schools and 
kindergartens in Qatar has been 
finalised and will be circulated 
shortly, a senior education off icial 
has said.
Dr Rania Mohamed, director 
of the Department of Private 
Schools and Kindergartens and 
acting director of the Private 
Schools Licensing Department 
at the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education (MoEHE), 
said the policy establishes a 
single behavioural framework 

for private schools despite wide 
diff erences in curricula and 
educational systems.
In its first version, the document 
sets out general provisions for 
student behaviour, alongside 
clear mechanisms, controls 
and procedures that private 
schools are required to follow. 
These include how schools 
should address issues such 
as absenteeism, attendance 
monitoring and dismissal 
procedures, ensuring consistency 
across the private education 
sector.
Dr Mohamed noted that more 
than 24 diff erent educational 
systems operate within Qatar’s 
private schools, each governed 

by regulations tied to its country 
of origin. To Page 5
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Dr Rania Mohamed

Fever pitch for tech-powered entertainment in Qatar

Fever, the world’s leading tech 
platform for discovering cul-
ture and live entertainment, 

has announced its strategic expan-
sion into Qatar, marking a signifi -
cant milestone in the country’s evo-
lution as a global hub for innovation 
and experiential entertainment.

The move aligns with Qatar 
National Vision 2030, which pri-
oritises economic diversifi ca-
tion, tourism development, and 
hosting world-class experiences. 
Supported by Invest Qatar, the ex-
pansion refl ects broader eff orts to 
attract high-growth international 
companies and foster a dynamic 
ecosystem for creativity, technol-
ogy, and live experiences.

“Qatar continues to strengthen 
its position as a vibrant hub for 
global events, from major sports, 
business and tech forums to live 
entertainment and culture show-
cases,” said Sheikh Ali Alwaleed al-
Thani, CEO of Invest Qatar. “Our 
partnership with Fever refl ects the 
strength and potential of Qatar’s 
innovation ecosystem. With its 
strategic location, world-class in-
frastructure and a tech-driven na-
tional vision, Qatar off ers an ideal 
platform for Fever to introduce its 
cutting-edge, tech-enabled expe-
riences and accelerate its expan-
sion across the region.”

Fever plans to generate dozens of 
high-skilled jobs in Qatar over the 

coming years, supporting the na-
tion’s talent development and eco-
nomic diversifi cation goals while 
bringing innovative cultural and 
entertainment formats to Doha.

Rachid Elameri, Regional Gener-
al Manager APAC & MEA at Fever, 

emphasised the natural alignment 
between Qatar’s vision and Fever’s 
mission. “Qatar’s vision for culture, 
sports, and live experiences makes 
it a natural fi t for Fever’s growth 
in the region,” he said. “Through 
our partnership with Invest Qatar, 

we’re excited to bring fan-fi rst, 
tech-enabled experiences to Doha, 
using data and creativity to help 
people discover, connect with, and 
enjoy world-class entertainment 
while contributing to the country’s 
evolving experiential economy.”

Qatar’s strategic investments in 
live entertainment, tourism, and 
the creative economy have created 
fertile ground for Fever’s arrival. 
Initiatives including Startup Qatar 
— an online platform inviting glo-
bal startups to establish presence 
in Doha — and Media City Qatar, 
which provides state-of-the-art 
infrastructure for creative indus-
tries, complement the expansion. 
The Ministry of Culture contin-
ues curating large-scale cultural 
programs and festivals celebrating 
Qatar’s heritage.

Qatar Tourism is unveiling an 
extensive calendar featuring art 

exhibitions, live performances, 
and sporting spectacles. Fever’s 
data-driven approach to experi-
ence curation will bridge the gap 
between event organisers and au-
diences, bringing top-quality con-
tent to Qatar and driving growth in 
the entertainment sector.

With a proven track record of 
curating and promoting success-
ful events worldwide, Fever is 
positioned to contribute signifi -
cantly to Qatar’s entertainment 
landscape, reinforcing the na-
tion’s appeal to global tourists, 
residents, and business leaders.

Fever will participate in Web 
Summit Qatar on February 1-4, 
2026, showcasing how its tech-
nology and creative capabilities 
can contribute to Qatar’s vision, 
particularly within cultural pro-
gramming and sports-related live 
experiences. (QNA)

Global platform eyes regional 
growth through Doha hub
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HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani met yesterday with visiting CEO of the US International Development Finance Corporation 
(DFC) Ben Black. During the meeting, relations were reviewed, in addition to a number of topics of 
common interest. (QNA)

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin 
Jassim al-Thani met yesterday with visiting US Undersecretary of State for Economic Aff airs, Jacob 
Helberg. During the meeting, the two sides discussed the close strategic relations between Qatar 
and the United States and ways to support and strengthen them, in addition to a host of topics of 
common interest. (QNA)

PM meets CEO of US International 
Development Finance Corporation

PM meets US undersecretary 
of state for economic affairs

Forum underlines strategic 
communication’s key 
role in national discourse

A high-level session held 
yesterday as part of the 
Third Government Com-

munications Forum underscored 
the pivotal role of government 
communication in supporting 
major national initiatives, ad-
vancing the priorities of Qatar 
National Vision 2030, and guiding 
public behaviour.

Held under the title “The Role 
of Strategic Communication in 
Enhancing the Impact of National 
Discourse”, the session brought 
together a number of ministers 
and was moderated by Director of 
the Studies and Strategic Planning 
Department at the Government 
Communications Offi  ce (GCO), 
Saud Ahmed al-Buainain.

Participants emphasised the 
importance of aligning commu-
nication strategies across gov-
ernment and semi-government 
entities to ensure consistency of 
messaging and coherence of na-
tional discourse.

In this context, HE the Minis-
ter of Environment and Climate 
Change Dr Abdullah bin Ab-
dulaziz bin Turki al-Subaie stated 
that government communica-
tion is a powerful strategic tool 
for infl uencing societal behaviour 
and achieving sustainable im-
pact, rather than merely a means 
of raising awareness or dissemi-
nating information. He affi  rmed 
that the Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change is working 
to move beyond environmental 
awareness toward embedding re-
sponsible practices, through clear 

and simplifi ed communication 
messages that link environmen-
tal issues to quality of life, public 
health, and societal well-being.

In his intervention during the 
session, His Excellency added 
that diversifying communication 
channels constitutes a funda-
mental pillar of successful envi-
ronmental campaigns, ensuring 
outreach to all segments of soci-
ety through digital platforms, fi eld 
campaigns, and engagement with 
educational institutions.

HE the Minister of Justice and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Af-
fairs Ibrahim bin Ali bin Issa al-
Hassan al-Mohannadi stressed 
that the success of public policies 
should not be measured by the 
plans approved, but by what peo-
ple understand and how they ex-
perience their impact in daily life.

He noted that eff ective gov-
ernment communication is that 
which explains decisions before 
they are misunderstood and leads 
the public dialogue rather than re-

acting to it.
Meanwhile, HE the President 

of the Civil Service and Govern-
ment Development Bureau and 
Secretary-General of the National 
Planning Council, Dr Abdulaziz 
bin Nasser bin Mubarak al-Khali-
fa, emphasised the importance of 
delivering information accurately, 
timely, and to the right audience, 
taking into account the specifi c 
characteristics of each group 
-whether citizens, residents, or 
investors- to ensure eff ective 
message delivery and enhance 
public appreciation of govern-
ment eff orts.

He explained that communica-
tion is not merely about transmit-
ting messages, but about building 
awareness and understanding of 
government initiatives, and link-
ing the four pillars of national de-
velopment to tangible outcomes 
on the ground, enabling individu-
als to feel the direct impact of 
these eff orts in their daily lives. 
(QNA)

Shura Council reviews draft 
laws, education initiatives

The Shura Council of Qatar 
has held its regular weekly 
session in Doha, reviewing 

a number of draft laws and gov-
ernment statements on national 
policy issues.

The meeting took place yes-
terday at the Council’s head-
quarters in the Tamim bin Ha-
mad Hall and was chaired by HE 
the Speaker, Hassan bin Abdul-
lah al-Ghanem.

At the start of the session, HE 
the Secretary-General Nayef 
bin Mohammed al-Mahmoud 
read out the agenda, after which 
members approved the minutes 
of the previous meeting.

During the session, the Coun-
cil examined a draft law on in-
ternational treaties and agree-
ments, which had been referred 
by the government. Members 
decided to forward the draft to 
the Internal and External Aff airs 
Committee for further study and 
for a report to be submitted to 
the Council at a later date.

The legislature also approved 
a draft law amending certain 
provisions of Law No 24 of 2010, 
which governs pesticide regu-

lations in the Gulf Co-opera-
tion Council (GCC) states. The 
amended draft was endorsed 
following a review of a report by 
the Health, General Services and 
Environment Committee and 
detailed discussions by Their Ex-
cellencies the Council members. 
It has now been referred back to 
the government.

In addition, the Council re-
viewed a report by the Educa-
tion, Culture, Sport and Infor-
mation Committee concerning 
the government’s response to a 

proposal on the role of teachers 
in promoting national identity. 
Members took what was de-
scribed as the appropriate deci-
sion on the matter.

Separately, the legislature 
considered a government state-
ment on a proposal to launch a 
summer work programme for 
secondary school students. The 
proposal was referred to the So-
cial Aff airs, Labour and Housing 
Committee for further exami-
nation and recommendations. 
(QNA)

Spotlight on ‘Strategic 
Storytelling in Digital Age’

A session within the third 
edition of the Govern-
ment Communications 

Forum discussed the topic of 
“Strategic Storytelling in the 
Digital Age”, with the participa-
tion of a select group of experts 
and speakers in the fi elds of 
communication and media.

During the session, Director of 
the Studies and Strategic Plan-
ning Department at the Govern-
ment Communications Offi  ce 
(GCO) Saud Ahmed al-Buainain 
emphasised that building media 
content must fi rst start from a 
clear objective that aligns with 
national trends and serves the 
state’s strategic priorities.

He indicated that diversify-
ing narrative methods, whether 
through real stories, compari-
sons, or creative approaches, 
contributes to delivering mes-
sages to the widest possible 
audience. He stressed the im-
portance of keeping up with de-
velopments on digital platforms 
and benefi ting from global ex-
pertise to develop Qatari cadres 
and enhance the country’s pres-
ence on the media scene.

Director of Communications 
and Public Relations at Qatar 
Rail Abdullah Ali al-Mawlawi 
pointed to the challenges the 
company faced in establishing a 
culture of using public transport 
before the project was launched. 
He noted that society was heav-

ily dependent on private cars, 
and trust in public transport was 
limited.

He added that innovative media 
campaigns and simplifi ed mes-
sages contributed to gradually 
changing public behaviour. He ex-
plained that success was not only 
linked to building modern stations 
and trains, but also to the ability 
of the content to convey the ben-
efi ts of public transport, such as 
reducing traffi  c congestion, lim-
iting pollution and accidents, and 
improving the public experience 
during major events.

For his part, Director Public 
Sector Mena  at LinkedIn Rami 
Sabri praised the third Govern-
ment Communications Forum, 
describing it as one of the largest 
government gatherings specialis-
ing in digital communication in 
the region. He emphasised that the 

eff ectiveness of messages is linked 
to their credibility and source. 

In turn, Creative Lead Mena at 
Google Andreas Mielenhausen 
highlighted the importance of 
designing digital content that is 
relevant to the cultural context of 
the audience. He stressed that us-
ers make the decision to follow the 
content only within the fi rst three 
seconds, and that this decision is 
highly emotional.

Head of Service Industries 
for Mena at Meta Joachim Mar-
ciano indicated that short videos 
now constitute half of the time 
that users spend on social media 
platforms, making it crucial to 
attract attention within the fi rst 
three seconds.

He added that eff ective con-
tent should be diverse and deliv-
er multiple messages in diff erent 
formats. (QNA)

Frontiers of AI in cinematic animation explored
The third Government Communica-

tions Forum held a panel discussion 
to examine the new frontiers of 

AI-powered cinematic animation.
The session off ered a glimpse of the 

Legacy of Light project - an AI-animated 
docudrama that explores the life of the 
distinguished Muslim scholar Muham-
mad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi, along with 
the tremendous intellectual renaissance 

that Baghdad experienced in the ninth 
century. The project combines rigorous 
historical research with AI-powered tech-
nologies to deliver an innovative model of 
evidence-based cinematic storytelling.

Spencer Striker, Professor of Digital 
Media Design at Northwestern University, 
highlighted that AI-powered tools have 
brought radical changes to production 
techniques, emphasising that this tech-

nological edge cannot supersede human 
creative guidance, as classic skills in de-
sign thinking have become more signifi -
cant than ever.

During a keynote panel on new fron-
tiers in AI-powered cinematic animation, 
Striker highlighted that the ‘Legacy of 
Light’ project enables the integration of 
meticulous historical research with com-
plete control over every visual and audio 

element of the fi lm, showcasing the new 
possibilities of AI in fi lmmaking and ani-
mation.

Striker further emphasised that AI acts 
as an accelerator of creativity, yet it does 
not replace the artistic and creative deci-
sions made by humans, making the future 
of cinematic content production depend-
ent on the seamless integration of tech-
nology and human creativity.

In essence, the forum’s agenda showcases 
panel discussions and specialised work-
shops that drill down on pivotal subjects, 
including informed leadership engagement, 
unifi ed communication, visual identity, the 
role of women at the pinnacle of the com-
munications fi eld, applied sessions on data 
unpacking, news verifi cation, creating dig-
ital content, and leveraging AI in govern-
ment communications.(QNA)

MoI wins media innovation award at 
Government Communications Forum

Ministry of Interior (MoI), represented by 
the Public Relations Department, has won 
the Innovation in Media Campaigns Award 

at the Government Communications Offi  ce (GCO) 
Awards during the Government Communications 
Forum 2026, which saw wide participation from gov-
ernmental and semi-governmental entities.

HE Director of the Government Communications 
Offi  ce Sheikh Jassim bin Mansour bin Jabor al-Thani 

presented the award to Director of the Public Rela-
tions Department at the MoI Major General Abdullah 
Khalifa al-Muftah.

MoI earned this recognition for its innovative me-
dia messaging, integrated use of tools and platforms, 
and its eff ective outreach to diverse segments of so-
ciety, enhancing public awareness on safety and pre-
vention, and strengthening the overall effi  ciency of 
government communication. (QNA)
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HE the Minister of Labour Dr Ali bin Smaikh al-Marri met yesterday with Jordan’s ambassador to the State, 
Zaid Mufleh al-Lawzi. The two off icials discussed the strong bilateral ties between Qatar and Jordan, 
exploring opportunities to further enhance co-operation, exchange expertise, and promote development 
across the labour sector. (QNA)

Labour minister meets Jordanian envoy
QRCS set to launch Disaster 
Management Camp in February

Under the patronage of HE 
Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Aff airs 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman bin Jassim al-Thani, Qa-
tar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) 
will organise the fi eld train-
ing 10th Disaster Management 
Camp (DMC-10) between Feb-
ruary 3-11, 2026.

Held under the theme “Ef-
fective Preparedness and Better 
Response”, the nine-day train-
ing event will be attended by 
representatives of many Qatari 
government organisations and 
NGOs, 200 trainees from QRCS 
volunteers and Arab National 
Societies, and 100 trainers and 
administrative staff .

Launched by QRCS in 2006, 
DMC involves a theoretical and 
practical training curriculum, 
as well as multiple daily disaster 
simulation scenarios. Over the 
years, this extensive and spe-
cialised program has established 
itself as Qatar’s and the region’s 
top disaster preparedness and 
response training event.

To be held in Mesaieed (Sea-
line), DMC-10 is sponsored by 

QFFD, as part of the fruitful 
strategic partnership between 
QRCS and QFFD in numerous 
humanitarian, relief, and com-
munity activities, both locally 
and internationally. This refl ects 
their shared commitment to en-
couraging and empowering vari-
ous initiatives and programs that 
contribute to the goals of Qatar 
National Vision 2030.

Building on the resound-
ing success of the previous nine 
editions of DMC, QRCS is set to 
launch this highly anticipated 
event, with a complete list of 
lectures, training sessions, and 
scenario drills that simulate 
real-world humanitarian situa-
tions. This off ers the participants 
a unique opportunity to acquire 
knowledge and skills that no 
other organisation or event can 
give.

At both the individual and in-
stitutional levels, DMC is a cru-
cial asset of community capaci-
ty-building. It helps develop the 
potential and skills of the par-
ticipating volunteers, facilitate 
sharing of expertise with dif-
ferent Movement partners, and 
strengthen coordination and en-
gagement among the competent 
Qatari organisations to deal with 
unforeseen risks or disasters.

The agenda comprises two 
main parts, with the fi rst being 
a Specialised Training, covering 
Emergency Shelter; Water and 
Sanitation; Food Security and 
Livelihoods; Emergency Health 
Care; Emergency Planning and 
Operations Room; and Field As-
sessment and Co-ordination.

The second part is General 
Training on Media and Commu-
nication in Emergencies; Restor-
ing Family Links (RFLs); Safer 
Access; Psychosocial Support 
(PSS); Disaster Management and 
Basic Humanitarian Standards; 
and Humanitarian Data Analysis.

During training sessions, there 
will be daily unannounced drills 
designed to assess the trainees’ 
learning and responsiveness. 
One day before the closing cer-
emony, there will be a large-scale 
fi eld training in preparation for 
the fi nal comprehensive scenar-
io. On the sidelines of the camp, 
a humanitarian and social tent 
will receive the trainees, school 
students, and the public, who 
will attend informative lectures 
on a variety of topics related to 
humanitarian and social work, 
to be delivered by a select group 
of humanitarian, legal, social, 
and diplomatic experts and VIPs. 
(QNA)

The camp is being held 
under the patronage of 
HE the Prime Minister

Civil Defence off ers 
tips for fi re prevention 
during winter season
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

The General Directorate of 
Civil Defence at the Min-
istry of Interior has cau-

tioned the public to be vigilant 
about the use of heaters or wood 
during winter to prevent any in-
stances of fi re.

“Fire related accidents during 
this season usually occur as a re-
sult of inattention, lack of aware-
ness, recklessness, ignorance, and 
lack of care to apply and comply 
with safety requirements, espe-
cially inside homes, Majilis, and 
also at the winter camping sites,” 
said Lt Yousuf Muhammed Qam-
ber, offi  cer, Operations Depart-
ment, General Directorate of Civil 
Defence.  

Lt Qamber was addressing a 
webinar on the topic of ‘Fire Pre-
vention during Winter Season’ 
yesterday that highlighted some 
of the common reasons for fi re 
incidents due to some inappropri-
ate methods used for heating the 
places during winter.

The offi  cial said that during the 
winter, many people tend to set 
fi re for heating or lighting inside 
the tent which may result in fi re.  

“This can cause the emission of 
toxic carbon dioxide that may re-

sult in suff ocation and poisoning if 
the required caution is not taken. 
In addition, putting the heaters 
in a place close to the clothes or 
keeping the stoves near the beds 
inside the tent, can cause fi re,” he 
explained.

He also advised that the lamps 
used inside the tents should be 
kept away from the clothes used 
for the tent and they should be 
fi xed in a safe place. Another as-
pect that he highlighted, is the 
quality of the heater.

“Sometimes we may be buying 
some cheaper heaters but it can 
cost our lives. So whenever you are 
going to purchase any electrical 
items, make sure about the quality 
of those items and it meets the set 
standards,” stressed Lt Qamber.

Another point he highlighted 
was the use of the same socket for 
various gadgets. 

“Don’t connect a heater with 
a joint socket using an extension 
cable with other devices. Nowa-
days people tend to use a socket 

for many connections which is a 
hazard and risk for our life. It is all 
the more dangerous. Be cautious 
as operating a heater using bad 
electrical connections or loading 
it with more than its capacity, can 
cause fi res,” he warned.

The offi  cial also advised that 
the materials used for making the 
tents in the winter camps should 
be fi re and heat resistant with nec-
essary security and safety stand-
ards. 

“The kitchen must be isolated 
from other tents and the gas stove 
should be isolated from the edges 
of the tent with an insulating 
material. There should also be a 
fi re extinguisher along with a fi re 
blanket made of fi re resistant ma-
terials,” he added.

Meanwhile, Capt Ayyoub Saleh 
al-Shatf, trainer, Fire Prevention 
Education Section, General Direc-
torate of Civil Defence highlighted 
several tips such as keeping the gas 
cylinders at a secluded and shaded 
place in a winter camp, the impor-
tance of not switching on or off  
any electrical switches if there is 
gas leakage among others.

“When a fi re breaks out in an 
oil pan, avoid pouring water into 
the pan because it ignites the fi re. 
Instead, cover the burning pan by 
placing a lid on it or covering it 
with a fi re blanket,” he added.

Qatar Charity’s economic empowerment project concludes in Syria

The ‘Kafi ’ economic empow-
erment and livelihood sup-
port project in Idlib con-

cluded with a ceremony held in 
Saraqib, Syria. 

The event, attended by the head 
of the Saraqib city and several 
community leaders, showcased 
the project’s key activities and 
phases. The fi nal batch of produc-
tion equipment was also delivered 
to the benefi ciaries, marking their 
transition to self-reliance and 
launch of their own businesses.

The ‘Kafi ’ project, supported by 
Qatar Charity and implemented 
by the Ata’a Humanitarian Relief 

Association, aimed to enhance the 
economic empowerment of af-
fected families, support early re-
covery, and improve livelihoods, 
particularly in areas that experi-
enced widespread displacement 
and where families have returned 
without stable sources of income.

The project focused on sup-
porting skilled tradespeople and, 
enabling them to revive or estab-
lish their small businesses. This 
was achieved by providing them 
with the necessary equipment, 
along with training and ongoing 
support, thereby contributing to 
the sustainability of economic ac-

tivity and achieving a lasting im-
pact on individuals and the local 
community. 

The project encompassed sup-
port for a wide range of profes-
sions, including various forms of 
trade, food processing, tailoring, 
electrical and solar energy work, 
carpentry, blacksmithing, paint-
ing, construction, heating and 
air conditioning, as well as voca-
tional work using three-wheeled 
vehicles, covering several areas in 
Idlib.

Mahmoud al-Othman, the 
Saraqib District responsible, said: 
“Such projects help families se-

cure their daily sustenance, espe-
cially since the targeted areas were 
completely displaced and returned 
to their homes without even the 
means to provide for themselves. 
The families have transformed from 
waiting for monthly aid to becom-
ing productive families who work 
hard for their children”

The ‘Kafi ’ project is considered 
an eff ective model for transitioning 
from relief to development. It has 
contributed to transforming fami-
lies from aid recipients into produc-
tive families capable of generating 
income and achieving greater eco-
nomic and social stability.

HE the Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz al-Khulaifi met 
yesterday with Somali President’s Envoy, Farah Sheikh Abdulkadir Mohamed, and State Minister for 
Foreign Aff airs of Somalia, Ali Mohamed Omar. During the meeting, they discussed co-operation between 
the countries and ways to support and enhance them, in addition to the latest developments in the region, 
as well as a range of other topics of mutual interest. HE the Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs renewed Qatar’s firm position in support of the sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity 
of Somalia, aff irming Qatar’s full support for the legitimate state institutions, and its keenness to 
preserve Somalia’s security and stability, and to safeguard the interests of its brotherly people. (QNA)

Al-Khulaifi meets Somali officials

Qatar Authors Forum holds 
workshop on novel writing

The Ministry of Culture’s Qatar Authors Fo-
rum (QFA) organised yesterday a workshop on 
the foundations of the art of the novel with Dr 

Amir Taj El-Sir, running from January 12-15.
The workshop aims to provide participants with a 

solid foundation in novel writing, from the initial idea 
through to the fi nal text, with a focus on practical ex-
periences and engagement with real texts.

This approach helps enhance narrative skills and 
artistic awareness among participants. The workshop 
is primarily directed towards young people and those 
with a tendency towards literature and the novel, in-
cluding secondary school and university students, as 
well as budding writers seeking to advance their writ-
ing tools based on correct artistic principles.

The event covers core themes such as sources of 
fi ctional ideas and methods of transforming inspira-
tion into a narrative topic. It also addresses character 
development with strong human depth and artistic 
appeal, plot techniques and the structuring of events, 

and style and language in novel writing.
In addition, the workshop features contributions 

drawn from the personal experience of Dr Amir Taj 
El-Sir in developing a text from the fi rst draft to the 
fi nal version, along with a practical session on writing 
a novel excerpt and reviewing it within an interactive 
panel discussion.

Participants are expected to produce an excerpt, 
a fi ctional story, or a full draft ready for completion, 
while also mastering the basics of fi ction writing, de-
veloping self-critical skills, and learning literary edit-
ing techniques.

This is the second-level workshop in a series of 
foundational workshops that QFA is organising as 
part of its ongoing eff orts to discover literary talent, 
elevate writers’ cultural knowledge, and enhance the 
literary product by deepening artistic and profession-
al foundations for innovative writing.

The series thus contributes to nurturing the cul-
tural scene and energising literary production. (QNA)

Qatar named guest of honour at 
Cairo International Book Fair 2027

Safety for children in digital space stressed

Qatar takes part in meetings on Arab youth, sports programmes

Egyptian Minister of Culture Dr Ahmed Fouad Henno 
announced that Qatar has been chosen as the guest 
of honour at the Cairo International Book Fair in 
2027, noting that this selection is part of the Egypt-
Qatar Year of Culture.
This was revealed during a press conference held 
by the Egyptian Minister of Culture to announce 
the events of the 57th Cairo International Book Fair, 
which will take place from January 21-February 3.
Henno announced that the upcoming edition of 
the fair will feature 1,457 publishing houses from 83 

countries, totalling 6,637 exhibitors.
The large participation of publishing houses in the 
fair reflects its established international standing, 
he said, pointing out that it also includes a cultural 
and intellectual programme of 400 events, 100 
book signings, and 120 artistic events, with the 
participation of 170 Arab and international guests 
and more than 1,500 intellectuals and artists.
He noted that Romania is the guest of honour at 
this year’s exhibition, bringing with it a rich cultural 
programme.  (QNA)

HE Secretary-General of the Arab Network for 
National Human Rights Institutions (ANNHRIs) Sultan 
bin Hassan al-Jamali said that the digital space has 
become an inseparable part of the lives of children 
and adolescents, off ering opportunities for learning 
and communication, while simultaneously opening 
the door to increasing cyber threats, ranging from 
cyberbullying to hacking personal data, particularly 
in conflict zones that lack adequate legal and digital 
protection.
This came during his speech to the 25th General 
Assembly of ANNHRIs, held in Doha (headquarters) 
yesterday, while the General Assembly’s 
accompanying annual conference took place in 

Bahrain, under the theme of protecting children 
in the digital space: challenges, legislation, and 
preventive measures.
The secretary-general of ANNHRIs said that despite 
governments and national institutions’ eff orts, 
legislative and regulatory gaps still exist, adding 
that the rapid pace of technological development 
outstrips the ability of legislation to keep up, which 
calls for integrated institutional responses based on 
international standards and the activation of regional 
and international partnerships to ensure a safe and 
inclusive digital space that preserves children’s 
dignity and protects their rights at all times and in all 
places. (QNA)

The Technical Youth Committee and the Technical 
Sports Committee, both assisting the Council of 
Arab Ministers for Youth and Sports, weighed in on 
a variety of proposals on Arab youth and sports 
programmes for 2026 during meetings convened at 
the headquarters of the Arab League in Cairo.
A delegation from the Ministry of Sports and Youth, 
led by Director of the Youth Aff airs Department, 
Fawaz Abdullah al-Musaifri, took part in the Technical 
Youth Committee assisting the Council of Arab 
Ministers for Youth and Sports, with Director of the 
Clubs and Sports Bodies Administration, Mohammed 
Ahmed al-Othman, leading the ministry’s delegation 

participating in the assisting Technical Sports 
Committee. The meetings of the two committees aim 
to forward recommendations to the executive off ice 
of the Council of Arab Ministers for Youth and Sports 
to take the essential decisions and act accordingly 
throughout 2026. The 72nd session of the council’s 
executive off ice is set to convene today, ahead of 
the convention of the 49th session on the same 
day at the headquarters of the General Secretariat 
of the Arab League. The council’s agenda includes 
proposals for youth activities that serve Arab youth 
in terms of programmes, activities, and panel 
discussions. (QNA)
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The Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education (MoEHE), 
represented by the Department 

of Private Schools and Kindergartens, 
launched the second edition of the 
“Hand in Hand” Student Guidance Fo-
rum under the theme Towards a Safe and 
Cohesive Educational Community.

The opening ceremony was attended 
by senior ministry offi  cials, representa-
tives of relevant national institutions, 
community leaders, school principals, 
and social and psychological specialists, 
as well as prominent sports fi gures.

The forum underscores the vital role of 
student guidance as a cornerstone of the 
modern educational system, supporting 
students’ mental and social well-being, 
ensuring their protection within the 
school environment, and building on the 
successes of the fi rst edition.

The inaugural forum had resulted in the 
launch of the Student Guidance Handbook 
and the formation of a national advisory 
team that enhanced institutional collabo-
ration among key stakeholders.

During this year’s forum, the MoEHE 
announced the expansion of the Nation-
al Advisory Team for Student Guidance 
to include additional national bodies and 
institutions, such as the Ministry of En-
dowments (Awqaf) and Islamic Aff airs, 
the Offi  ce of the Custodian Aff airs at 
the Supreme Judiciary Council, the Cy-
bersecurity, Criminal Investigation, and 
Juvenile Police Departments at the Min-
istry of Interior, the Family and Juvenile 
Prosecution Offi  ce, the Social Devel-
opment Centre, and the Psychological 
Clinics at Hamad Medical Corporation.

This expansion aims to strengthen 
strategic partnerships, enhance aware-
ness of preventive and therapeutic 
measures, and increase the level of sup-
port provided to students in private 
schools and kindergartens.

The director of the Department of 
Private Schools and Kindergartens and 
acting director of the Private Schools Li-
censing Department, Dr Rania Moham-
med, affi  rmed that student guidance is a 
fundamental pillar in building a safe and 
cohesive school environment.

She emphasised its central role in 
supporting students psychologically 
and socially, ensuring their protection, 
and improving the quality of education 
through eff ective and integrated nation-
al partnerships.

Dr Mohammed added that “Hand in 
Hand” Forum refl ects the ministry’s vi-
sion for integrated collaboration among 
all relevant entities and highlights Qa-
tar’s commitment to developing the 
student guidance system and launching 
purposeful educational initiatives.

Among these is the national “Baadi” 
campaign, which promotes positive be-
haviour in line with societal values and 
national identity.

The forum also marked the launch of 
“Baadi” campaign to promote positive 
behaviour in private schools and kinder-
gartens.

Inspired by Qatari heritage, the cam-
paign targets students and their families, 
aiming to instil positive behaviour as a 
consistent practice both inside and out-
side the school.

It also seeks to encourage students 
committed to constructive educational 
practices and raise parental awareness 
of their role in supporting appropriate 
behaviour.

The campaign coincides with the near 
completion of the “Code of Conduct” 
document, which will serve as a refer-
ence for behavioural standards in private 
schools and kindergartens.

Additionally, the forum introduced 
the professional platform “Sanad”, 
which empowers social and psycho-
logical specialists to exchange expertise, 
discuss professional challenges, and 
provide support within an interactive 
learning community, thereby advancing 
guidance practices across the educa-
tional fi eld.

The forum concluded with a reaffi  r-
mation that the protection and care of 
students is a shared national responsi-
bility.

It requires institutional and com-
munity co-operation to ensure a safe, 
supportive, and motivating educational 
environment, fostering informed gener-
ations capable of contributing eff ective-
ly to achieving sustainable development 
goals and aligning with the MoEHE’s vi-
sion and Qatar National Vision 2030 for 
a cohesive, knowledge-based society. – 
QNA

MoEHE launches second 
edition of ‘Hand in Hand’ 
Student Guidance Forum

RAG Global Business Hub will host 
the RAG Global Meet 2026 on June 
13 at the Grand Hyatt Doha, bring-

ing together global leaders to discuss 
collaboration and growth aligned with 
Qatar National Vision 2030.

The high-level gathering will show-
case RAG’s future roadmap across key 
sectors, highlighting its commitment to 
supporting Qatar’s economic diversifi -
cation and global positioning.

The agenda features strategic panel 
discussions with representatives from 
ministries, embassies, investors and 
key stakeholders, fostering dialogue on 
cross-border opportunities.

The event is expected to be graced by 

Snoonu founder and chief executive Ha-
mad Mubarak al-Hajri and RAG direc-
tor-general Sheikh Mubarak al-Thani, 
alongside delegated ambassadors from 
over 35 countries and prominent global 
investors.

RAG Global Meet 2026 
taking place in June

Visit Qatar has an-
nounced a second wave 
of headline artists join-

ing the 25N51E Music Festival, 
taking place on January 30 at 
Stadium 974.

New artistes include Feeona 
and Againstcelebrities on the 
25E Main Stage, and AMR and 
Pierre Fares on the 51N Stage, 
each celebrated for their inno-
vative sounds and mesmeris-
ing performances.

The 25E Main Stage will 
now showcase Feeona and 
Againstcelebrities alongside 
returning global icons Calvin 
Harris, Alesso, and Afrojack, 
all renowned for their chart-
topping hits and dynamic live 
shows.

Feeona is a Doha-based DJ 
and producer known for her 
versatile techno and house 
sets, while Againstcelebrities 
are renowned for their ener-
getic performances.

On the 51N Stage, AMR and 
Pierre Fares join NTO and Ben 
Böhmer, delivering a curated 
experience for fans of cut-
ting-edge electronic music.

AMR is a Canadian DJ and 
producer celebrated for me-
lodic, emotive electronic pro-
ductions, while Pierre Fares is 
a Tunisian DJ and founder of 
Saturne Agency.

Second wave 
of headliners
at 25N51E fest

Visit Qatar hosts
Ludovico Einaudi
Visit Qatar hosted the 
Ludovico Einaudi live concert 
on January 9 at the Katara 
Cultural Village Amphitheatre, 
off ering audiences an 
immersive musical experience 
in one of Qatar’s most iconic 
open-air venues.
The internationally acclaimed 
composer and pianist 
also delivered a curated 
programme of his most 
celebrated works at the event, 
marked by strong audience 
engagement and a refined 
production setting that 
complemented the artist’s 
distinctive musical style.
The one-night performance 
attracted more than 3,500 
attendees.

The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change (MoECC)’s Wildlife Development 
Department has carried out an extensive inspection campaign covering various re-
gions of the country, in co-ordination with the Environmental Security Group of 

the Internal Security Force (Lekhwiya).
The campaign aimed to monitor environmental violations and infractions and to take 

the necessary legal action against them, in addition to verifying the extent to which the 
inspected sites comply with approved environmental requirements and standards.

The campaign also focused on reducing the negative impacts resulting from certain ac-
tivities, particularly the phenomenon of dust dispersion.

Nationwide inspection drive to ensure 
the well-being of local environment

Visit Qatar has announced the con-
clusion of the Monster Jam shows, 
held on January 9-10 at the Sealine 

Qatar Racing Club, Mawater Area, attract-
ing more than 12,000 spectators.

The two-hour live motorsport shows de-
livered a high-energy experience to packed 
audiences across both days.

The event recorded notable regional and 
international attendance, with 70% ticket 
sales from within Qatar and 30% from 
abroad, highlighting Sealine’s growing ap-
peal as a fl agship winter entertainment and 
family-oriented destination.

Both shows were fully sold out nearly one 
month ahead of the event, refl ecting strong 
demand and interest.

Delivered in partnership with Proac-
tiv Entertainment and Feld Motor Sports, 
Monster Jam brought its internationally 
recognised live motorsport experience to 
Qatar’s desert setting.

The programme featured competitive 
racing and freestyle performances by pro-
fessional drivers, with custom-built Mon-
ster Jam trucks delivering controlled stunts 
on a purpose-designed dirt track.

In addition to the main performances, 
the Monster Jam Pit Party proved popular 
with fans, off ering behind-the-scenes ac-
cess to the trucks and opportunities to meet 
the drivers, further enhancing the overall 
visitor experience and engagement.

Monster Jam shows at Sealine end
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Qatar launches 
Media Library at 
GCO forum
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HE Saad bin Ali al-Kharji, 
Chairman of Qatar Tourism; 
Mohammed bin Abdulaziz al-
Meer, president of the Public 
Works Authority; and Khalid 
bin Ahmed al-Obaidli, presi-
dent of the Real Estate Regula-
tory Authority, also fi gured on 
the fi rst day.

Sheikh Jassim bin Mansour 
bin Jabr al-Thani, Director of 
the Government Communica-
tions Offi  ce, said the “News-
room” platform has become a 
practical model for integration 
among government and semi-
government entities.

“It has unifi ed media mes-
saging and strengthened coor-
dination in managing national 
communications, covering 
achievements, and handling 
challenges and crises. The par-
ticipation of over 60 entities in 
the platform refl ects the level of 
engagement and its direct im-
pact on the government com-
munications system,” he said.

Highlighting that the forum 
represents a strategic milestone 
in developing Qatar’s govern-
ment communications system, 
he said it serves as a national 
platform bringing together 
communications leaders from 
government and semi-govern-
ment entities, contributing to 
institutional integration, uni-
fying the national narrative, 
and advancing communica-
tions practices in line with rap-
id developments and societal 
aspirations, in accordance with 
Qatar National Vision 2030.

The fi rst day saw the forum’s 
award winners, which aim to 
honour outstanding entities 
and individuals and highlight 
practical models and inspiring 
achievements contributing to 
the development of Qatar’s gov-
ernment communications sys-
tem throughout the year.

The awards included sev-
eral categories: the Ministry 
of Interior won the Innovation 
in media campaigns award 
among government entities, 
while Qatar Rail “The Rail” 
won the same award among 

semi-government entities.
The Ministry of Labour won 

the Government Visual Iden-
tity Compliance award, and 
the Ministry of Municipality 
received the Most Engaged En-
tity award on the Newsroom 
platform among government 
entities. The Communications 
Regulatory Authority won the 
same award among semi-gov-
ernment entities.

In the Most Engaged Em-
ployee category on the News-
room platform, Noor al-
Manaei from the Ministry of 
Endowments (Awqaf) and 
Islamic Aff airs won among 
government employees, while 
Mohammed Awartani from the 
Public Works Authority won 
among semi-government em-
ployees. The fi rst-of-its-kind 
Snap Award for the best media 
campaign went to Hamad In-
ternational Airport.

Sheikh Jassim highlight-
ed the importance of annual 
awards as a tool to honour dis-
tinguished partners and mo-
tivate entities to adopt best 
practices, fostering a culture 
of excellence and innovation in 
government communications. 
He noted the creation of a new 
award sponsored by Snap, pre-
sented for the fi rst time for the 
best media campaign in Qatar.

The forum programme in-
cludes panel sessions, work-
shops, and interactive activities 
aimed at developing commu-
nication professionals’ skills, 
strengthening institutional co-
ordination, fostering a culture 
of innovation, and reviewing 
leading national and interna-
tional experiences, thereby 
preparing government and 
semi-government entities to 
address various challenges.

It continues to advance Qa-
tar’s communications sector, 
strengthen collaborative insti-
tutional work, and establish an 
advanced government com-
munications model capable of 
delivering national messages 
effi  ciently and professionally, 
while enhancing the state’s re-
gional and international stand-
ing.

Mass school Mass school 
vaccination vaccination 
drive targets drive targets 
over 51,000over 51,000

From Page 1

The campaign supports 
Qatar’s National Health 
Strategy running through 
2030, which places popula-
tion health improvement at 
its core.

Alongside the jabs them-
selves, health offi  cials are 
running educational ses-
sions for families to address 
vaccine hesitancy and dispel 
myths about immunisation 
safety.

Authorities are urging 
parents not to miss the op-
portunity to protect their 
teenagers, noting the booster 
represents a crucial com-
ponent of Qatar’s approved 
childhood vaccination 
schedule. The Tdap dose is 
particularly important for 
adolescents as immunity 
from earlier childhood jabs 
begins to wane.

Preparing for the rollout, 
the ministry assembled 240 
doctors and nurses last Sat-
urday for training on current 
best practices in vaccine de-
livery and managing common 
reactions.

Healthcare workers re-
ceived updated guidance on 
addressing mild side eff ects 
including slight fever and 
injection site soreness, with 
instructions for parents on 
home care. The session also 
covered logistical planning 
to ensure smooth operations 
across the diverse school net-
work.

The three diseases tar-
geted by the vaccine can 
cause serious harm. Tetanus 
attacks the nervous system 
and can be fatal. Diphtheria 
creates a thick coating in the 
throat that blocks airways 
and damages the heart. Per-
tussis — whooping cough 
— poses grave risks particu-
larly to infants who contract 
it from older siblings and 
adults.

Health offi  cials say main-
taining high vaccination 
rates among teenagers not 
only protects them directly 
but also shields vulnerable 
younger children who rely on 
community immunity until 
they complete their own im-
munisation series.

QNB Group and the General 
Retirement and Social 
Insurance Authority (Daman) 
have announced the signing 
of a strategic sponsorship 
agreement aimed at supporting 
the authority’s community 
programmes and initiatives, 
enhancing engagement with 
contributors and retirees, 
and aligning with national 
development plans and Qatar 
National Vision 2030.
The agreement was signed 
by QNB Group chief executive 
Abdulla Mubarak al-Khalifa and 
Daman director-general Ahmed 
bin Ali al-Hammadi.
Under the agreement, QNB 
Group will act as a strategic 
sponsor for a range of 
community activities and 
events, supporting the 
implementation of initiatives led 
by Daman and enhancing their 
reach to target audiences.
The partnership aims 
to support community 
programmes and events 
scheduled for implementation 

throughout 2026, contributing 
to greater awareness of 
available services, reinforcing 
the principles of social 
responsibility, and expanding 
outreach to various segments 
of society.
The agreement also seeks to 
enhance beneficiary well-
being and improve the overall 
customer experience by 
delivering more accessible, 
inclusive, and eff icient services.
These initiatives complement 
Daman’s premium programmes 

tailored for retirees within its 
broader community services 
framework, reflecting an 
institutional approach that 
places people at the heart of 
development.
Daman aff irmed that the 
agreement represents an 
extension of its approach to 
embedding social responsibility 
as a core component of its 
institutional role, strengthening 
national partnerships that 
serve the community across all 
segments.

QNB Group, Daman partner QNB Group, Daman partner 
for community initiativesfor community initiatives

Abdulla Mubarak al-Khalifa, QNB Group CEO, and Ahmed bin Ali 
al-Hammadi, director general of Daman, during the agreement-
signing ceremony.

Qatar, US sign up ‘Pax Silica’ tech alliance
From Page 1

“Doha’s rapidly evolving 
skyline stands as a testament 
to Qatar’s accelerated 
development and readiness 
to play an influential role in 
shaping the future of the global 
digital economy,” he said.
The minister aff irmed that 
Pax Silica opens new horizons 
for cooperation in artificial 
intelligence, semiconductors, 
cloud infrastructure, and secure 
supply chains while supporting 
Qatar’s transition toward an 
innovation-driven economy 
and enhancing US supply chain 
resilience.
Helberg welcomed Qatar’s 
accession, describing it as “a 
pivotal moment for US-Qatar 
relations and for the global 
economy as a whole.” He 

stated the initiative reflects a 
fundamental shift as the region 
transitions from an oil-based 
system to one centred on 
technological innovation and 
“silicon diplomacy.”
“While the 20th century was 
driven by oil and steel, the 21st 
century is being shaped by 
computing power and critical 
minerals,” Helberg said. Under this 
co-operation, the US and Qatar 
will work together on strategic 
investments, including critical 
minerals security initiatives, 
modernisation of global logistics 
infrastructure, and strengthening 
partnerships in artificial 
intelligence.
He highlighted Qatar’s 
transformation from a traditional 
energy supplier into a hub for 
computing and connectivity, 
noting the alliance is “defined by 

capabilities rather than traditional 
alignments, bringing together 
countries with the resources and 
strategic vision to secure a shared 
technological future.”
Closing his remarks, Helberg 
invited Qatar to an upcoming 
ministerial meeting in Washington 
focusing on critical minerals, 
stating: “Welcome to the 
alliance. Let us build together 
the operating system for the 21st 
century.”
Pax Silica is an international 
initiative led by the US 
Department of State, prioritised 
during 2024-2025, aiming to 
enhance security and integrity 
of advanced-technology supply 
chains associated with the 
artificial intelligence era, in 
partnership with countries across 
Europe, East Asia, the Middle East, 
and the Americas. — QNA

Unifi ed code of conduct for all Unifi ed code of conduct for all 
private schools in the offi  ngprivate schools in the offi  ng
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 This diversity, she said, has 
resulted in variations in culture, 
rules and disciplinary procedures, 
prompting the Ministry to develop 
a fl exible, overarching framework 
that can be applied uniformly.

“The document is designed 
to be compatible with all educa-
tional systems,” she said, adding 
that it does not override individual 
schools’ behavioural assessment 
policies. Instead, it provides a 
governing reference that outlines 
general standards, while allowing 
schools to retain detailed internal 
procedures aligned with their cur-
ricula.

She stressed that private schools 
will continue to follow the educa-
tional systems of their respective 
countries of origin, but all will 
operate within a single regula-
tory framework defi ned by the new 
Code of Conduct. There is no con-
fl ict, she said, between the docu-
ment’s provisions and the policies 
currently applied by schools.

As part of its development, 
the draft policy was shared with 
21 private schools represent-
ing a range of educational sys-
tems. Feedback was collected 
and incorporated, a process Dr 
Mohamed said helped ensure 

the document remains practical 
and aligned with existing school 
frameworks.

Once circulated, the unifi ed be-
havioural policy will serve as a ref-
erence point for all private schools 
and kindergartens, outlining the 
general regulations governing stu-
dent conduct across the sector.

On oversight and enforcement, 
Dr Mohamed said the ministry has 
launched the “Ab’adi” campaign 
as an initial step in monitoring 
private schools’ compliance with 
regulations. In addition, monthly 
supervisory visits are carried out 
across the sector.

Each month, administra-
tive specialists from the Private 
Schools Department visit all 352 
private schools and kindergartens 
operating in the country. These 
visits are complemented by aca-
demic inspections, during which 
specialists provide guidance and 
monitor the teaching of compul-
sory subjects, including Arabic 
Language, Islamic Education, and 
Qatari History and Citizenship.

In total, around 4,000 super-
visory and academic visits to pri-
vate schools and kindergartens are 
conducted annually, she said, as 
part of the Ministry’s eff orts to en-
sure compliance, consistency and 
educational quality.

Qatar’s largest fi shing 
contest at Old Doha 
Port from March 25-27
Qatar’s largest fi shing com-

petition, alongside the 
fi shing exhibition, is set 

to return to Old Doha Port this 
March, off ering prizes worth more 
than QR600,000, including cars.

At a press conference yesterday, 
Old Doha Port also announced a 
partnership agreement with Tey-
seer Motors WLL, which will serve 
as the exclusive sponsor of the fi rst 
awards for the third edition of the 
fi shing competition. The partner-
ship follows a landmark year for 
the competition, which witnessed 
a remarkable turnout of 578 par-
ticipants across 132 teams. 

The fi shing competition will 
take place from March 25 to 27, 
with the awards ceremony sched-
uled on March 28. Participating 
teams will set sail from Old Doha 
Port, competing over three days to 
catch the largest kingfi sh (kan’ad) 
in Qatar’s waters.

The competition invites fi shing 
enthusiasts to catch the kingfi sh 
(kan’ad), a prized regional catch. 
Organised in collaboration with 
the Doha Marine Sports Club, the 
competition refl ects Qatar’s deep-
rooted fi shing traditions through a 
modern, competitive format.

The grand prize winner will re-
ceive a Tank 500, second place a 
Tank 300, and third place a Haval 
H9, all provided by Teyseer Motors 
WLL with additional cash and in-
kind prizes awarded to the top 10 
teams, marking the competition’s 
most valuable prize off ering since 
its launch.

In a press statement, Old Doha 
Port CEO Engineer Mohammed 
Abdulla al-Mulla said: “The fi sh-
ing competition is fundamentally 
about supporting fi shermen and 
preserving a tradition that sits at 
the heart of Qatar’s identity. By 
recognising skill and local talent, 
Old Doha Port aims to honour the 
fi shing community while ensuring 

these traditions continue to thrive 
in a modern, competitive setting. 
Our partnership with Teyseer Mo-
tors further strengthens this com-
mitment.”

Participants will set sail from 
Old Doha Port for the fi rst three 
days of the competition for a full 
day at sea. Each team will submit 
a video documenting their largest 
catch, including the fi shing proc-
ess, boat registration, and weight 
verifi cation. 

The deadline for video submis-
sions will be announced by the 
judging committee on the second 
day of the competition.

On March 28, participants will 
gather at Old Doha Port for live 
fi sh weighing and verifi cation, 
followed by the awards ceremony 

held during the fi shing exhibition. 
Winners will be determined by the 
weight of their top kingfi sh catch, 
with the fi rst valid submission 
used as a tie-breaker where ap-
plicable. The top 10 teams will be 
awarded.

Teams must be led by a Qatari 
captain (nukhatha), though resi-
dents and fi shing enthusiasts from 
GCC countries may join as team 
members. Registration requires 
submitting a completed entry 
form, valid identifi cation for all 
team members, and a valid boat 
registration.

Further details regarding reg-
istration openings, contact num-
bers and the registration website 
will be announced in the coming 
period.

Old Doha Port and Teyseer off icials at the press conference yesterday. 
PICTURES: Thajudheen

The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, in co-operation with 
United Cars Almana, Qatar’s 
RAM and Dodge dealership, 
has announced the recall RAM 
1500- 2500- 5500 and Dodge 
Durango 2023-2024-2025  
models.
The recall is due to a defect in 
the instrument panel software, 
which may result in customers 
noticing unreadable messages 
that are inconsistent with 
approved instrument panel 
writing practices, increasing 
the risk of the vehicle being 
involved in an accident without 
prior warning. 
The ministry said the recall 
campaign comes within the 
framework of its ongoing 
eff orts to protect consumers 
and ensure that car dealers 
follow up on vehicle defects and 
repairs.
The ministry urges all 
customers to report 
any violations to its 
Consumer Protection and 
Anti-Commercial Fraud 
Department, which processes 
complaints, inquiries and 
suggestions through the 
following channels:  call 
centre: 16001, e-mail: info@
moci.gov.qa, ministry’s 
accounts on social media: @
mociqatar, ministry’s Mobile 
App: MOCIQATAR (available on 
iOS and Android devices).

RAM, Dodge Durango 
models recalled



released in recent hours, though 
opposition and rights groups re-
port lower fi gures.

A total of around 50 people have 
been freed since Thursday, accord-
ing to an AFP tally based on fi gures 
from non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) and the opposition.

The government said those 
freed had been jailed for “acts re-
lated to disrupting the constitu-
tional order and undermining the 
Nation’s stability”.

Human rights groups estimate 
there are between 800-1,200 po-
litical prisoners in Venezuela.

Over the weekend, Trump cele-

brated the initial releases and said 
he hoped the freed prisoners “will 
remember how lucky they got that 
the USA came along and did what 
had to be done”.

Experts mandated to a UN fact-
fi nding mission said in a state-
ment yesterday that the number 
of people freed so far, about 50 by 
its own count, “falls far short of 
Venezuela’s international human 
rights obligations”.

Pointing to the “widespread 
and systematic use of arbitrary 
detention as a tool of repression” 
in Maduro’s Venezuela, it urged 
the “immediate and uncondi-

tional release of all political pris-
oners”.

The government in Caracas said 
a review of prisoner fi les was on-
going.

Frustration was growing among 
about 40 relatives still camped 
out yesterday outside El Rodeo 
prison, about 30km (19 miles) 
from Caracas.

Rights NGO Foro Penal said 15 
people had been released from 
the facility, but family members 
told AFP that they were whisked 
away through a back exit without 
seeing the loved ones waiting for 
them.

“Other families are telling us 
that they’re taken to a place near 
El Rodeo, asked to remove their 
uniforms, given civilian clothes, 
and even sprayed with perfume,” 
said Daniela Camacho, who was 
waiting for her jailed husband Jose 
Daniel Mendoza.

Mendoza’s father, Manuel, had 
driven six hours to be at the prison 
for his son’s release, and said his 
patience was running low.

“We simply ask that they (the 
authorities) keep their word,” he 
said. “It’s already been four nights 
waiting out in the open air, suff er-
ing.”
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Cuba’s leader has reacted defi antly to 
President Donald Trump’s threats 
to “make a deal” or pay the price in 

the aftermath of key ally Nicolas Maduro’s 
ouster in a US military raid.

Trump has been ramping up pressure 
on Cuba, one of the few Latin American 
countries still run by an authoritarian left-
ist administration after Venezuelan leader 
Maduro’s capture on January 3.

“We’re talking with Cuba,” Trump said 
aboard Air Force One on Sunday, hours af-
ter urging Havana to do a deal to head off  
unspecifi ed US actions.

The Republican president, who says 
that Washington is now eff ectively run-
ning Venezuela, earlier vowed to cut off  all 
oil and money Caracas had been providing 
to ailing Cuba.

“THERE WILL BE NO MORE OIL OR 
MONEY GOING TO CUBA - ZERO!” 

Trump said on his Truth Social platform.
“I strongly suggest they make a deal, 

BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE,” he said, with-
out specifying what kind of deal he was 
promoting or what would happen if Cuba 
refused to negotiate.

Cuba, which is struggling through its 
worst economic crisis in decades, has re-
acted defi antly to the US threats even as it 
reels from the loss of a key source of eco-
nomic support from Caracas.

Yesterday President Miguel Diaz-Canel 
(pictured) denied being in talks with 
Washington, saying that there are “no 
conversations with the US government 
except for technical contacts in the area of 
migration”.

“As history demonstrates, in order for 
the relations between the United States 
and Cuba to advance, they must be based 
in international law instead of hostil-
ity, threats and economic coercion,” Diaz-
Canel said on X.

On Sunday, he vowed that the Caribbean 
island’s residents were “ready to defend 

the homeland to the last drop of blood”.
Cuba has been a thorn in the side of the 

United States since the revolution that 
swept communist Fidel Castro to power in 
1959.

Tensions are rapidly escalating between 
the two neighbouring nations, just 90 
miles apart across the Straits of Florida.

The deployment of Soviet nuclear 
missile sites on the island triggered 
the Cuban missile crisis of 1962, when 
Washington and Moscow took the world 

to the brink of nuclear war.
During his fi rst presidential term, Trump 

walked back a detente with Cuba launched 
by his predecessor Barack Obama.

Immediately after the US capture of Ma-
duro in a dramatic raid in Caracas, Trump 
stated that Cuba was “ready to fall”.

He noted that the island, which has been 
plagued by blackouts due to crippling fuel 
shortages, would fi nd it hard to “hold out” 
without heavily subsidised Venezuelan oil.

The Financial Times reported last week 
that Mexican oil exports to Cuba had sur-
passed those of Venezuela last year.

Trump’s Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio, a child of Cuban immigrants who is a 
sworn foe of the communist government, 
has long had Havana in his sights.

“If I lived in Havana and I was in the 
government, I’d be concerned at least a lit-
tle bit,” he told reporters on January 3, after 
Maduro’s capture and transfer to the Unit-
ed States on drug traffi  cking and weapons 
charges.

Aboard Air Force One on Sunday, Trump 

referred to the generations of Cubans, like 
Rubio’s parents, who had fl ed the island to 
the United States.

“Most importantly, right now, we’re 
going to take care of the people that came 
from Cuba, that are American citizens, or 
in our country,” Trump said, without say-
ing how he would achieve that.

He also reposted a message that jokingly 
suggested Rubio could serve as president 
of Cuba.

Trump also said on Sunday that he 
“wanted to take care of” Cubans who were 
“forced out” of Cuba or who “left under 
duress,” calling them “great citizens of the 
United States”.

Diaz-Canel lashed back, saying yester-
day that his country’s citizens had been 
enticed to migrate to the US under laws 
that favoured Cuban migrants, and now 
were suff ering the consequences of that 
“failed policy”.

“They are victims of a change in policy 
towards migrants and the betrayal of Mi-
ami politicians,” he said.

Cuba denies being in talks with US on deal
AFP/Reuters
Havana

Venezuela said yesterday 
that it had freed dozens 
more political prisoners 

as rights groups questioned the 
numbers and family members 
clamoured for speedier releases 
after the US military ouster of 
long-term autocrat Nicolas Ma-
duro.

Under pressure from Washing-
ton, the government in Caracas 
last week said that it would free 
people jailed under Maduro – 
many of them for taking part in 
protests after his contested in the 
2024 re-election.

Relatives have been camped 
out at prisons ever since and have 
grown increasingly restless as 
their loved ones have failed to ap-
pear.

Venezuela’s interim President 
Delcy Rodriguez, despite being 
a staunch a Maduro ally, is ne-
gotiating on several fronts with 
Washington, which is looking to 
take advantage of Venezuela’s vast 
oil reserves.

On Sunday, Trump said he was 
open to a meeting with Rodriguez 
and said his administration was 
working “really well” with hers.

US envoys visited Caracas 
on Friday to discuss reopening 
Washington’s embassy there sev-
en years after diplomatic ties were 
severed.

Yesterday Venezuela said that 
116 political prisoners had been 

Venezuela releases dozens more political prisoners
AFP
Caracas

Venezuelan opposition leader Maria 
Corina Machado has urged Pope Leo, 
during an audience at the Vatican, to 

“intercede” on behalf of more than 1,000 
political prisoners in her country.

“I asked him to intercede for all Ven-
ezuelans who remain kidnapped and disap-
peared,” she said after the meeting, which 
came just over a week after the US military 
ouster of long-term leader Nicolas Maduro.

“With the accompaniment of the church 
and the unprecedented pressure from the 
United States government, the defeat of evil 
in the country is closer,” she added in a state-
ment posted to X by her team.

The Vatican confi rmed the meeting in its 
daily press release yesterday, but did not of-
fer comment or further details about the en-
counter.

In a brief video clip released by the Vati-
can, the two were seen shaking hands and 

smiling as they sat across from each other 
at the Pope’s desk in his offi  cial offi  ce in the 
Vatican’s Apostolic Palace.

Leo, the fi rst US pope, has called for Ven-
ezuela to remain an independent country 
after the capture by US forces of Maduro on 
the orders of President Donald Trump.

In a major foreign policy speech on Friday, 
the Pope decried the use of military force as a 
means of achieving diplomatic goals and called 
for human rights to be protected in Venezuela.

Venezuela’s government said on Monday 

that 116 prisoners had been released, al-
though rights groups reported a lower fi gure 
(see accompanying report).

The release of hundreds of political pris-
oners in the South American country is 
a long-running demand of human rights 
groups, international bodies and opposition 
fi gures.

Machado, a former National Assembly 
member, has been one of the leading voices 
calling for prisoner releases.

She was barred from running in Vene-
zuela’s 2024 general election by authorities 
aligned with Maduro.

Machado backed a stand-in candidate 
who was widely considered to have won 
the vote, although Maduro claimed vic-
tory.

Ballot audits by independent observers 
showed irregularities in the offi  cial results. – 
AFP/Reuters

enezuelan opposition leader Maria that 116 prisoners had been released, al-

Machado asks Pope to intercede over political prisonersMachado asks Pope to intercede over political prisoners

Pope Leo with Machado at the Vatican. – 
AFP

Forest fi res in southern Argentina have 
scorched more than 15,000 hectares 
(37,000 acres) this week, authorities 

said, though rain began falling in parts of 
Patagonia on Sunday to the relief of resi-
dents.

The largest blaze, burning since January 
5 near the small town of Epuyen in the An-
des, has charred some 11,980 hectares, the 
Chubut provincial fi re service said in a state-
ment.

Another fi re of unspecifi ed size is burning 
nearby in the Los Alerces National Park.

Firefi ghters are also battling to contain an-
other two fi res in Chubut and neighbouring 
Santa Cruz provinces that have burned some 

3,800 hectares, Argentina’s emergency man-
agement agency said.

On Sunday afternoon, rain fell in some 
parts of the region, to the relief of residents 
like Atilla Missura, a 59-year-old who leads 
horseback tours.

“We are very happy; hopefully it will stay 
this way,” Missura told AFP by telephone 
from Rincon de Lobos, one of the most af-
fected areas.

More than 500 firefighters, rescuers, po-
lice officers, and support personnel were 
combating the blazes, while dozens of local 
people supported operations on the front 
lines.

The governor of Chubut, Ignacio Torres, 

said in a radio interview that the situation in 
the area was “calmer” on Sunday morning 
but it “remains very critical”.

Torres urged people “never again to down-
play the implications of climate change” and 
emphasised that the province is experiencing 
“the worst drought since 1965”.

A volunteer fi refi ghter working near Epuy-
en was in intensive care due to severe burns, 
health authorities told local media.

Approximately 3,000 tourists have been 
evacuated from the area in recent days, and 
at least 10 homes have been destroyed by the 
fi re, Torres said.

The region lost 32,000 hectares to wild-
fi res in early 2025. – AFP

Wildfires spread to 15,000 hectares in Argentina
A firefighter works to extinguish a wildfire in El Coihue, in the Patagonian province of Chubut. – Reuters

Mexican President Clau-
dia Sheinbaum said she 
ruled out a US military 

intervention to combat drug car-
tels, following a “good conversa-
tion” yesterday with President 
Donald Trump on security and 
drug traffi  cking.

In her daily press conference, 
Sheinbaum said she declined of-
fers of military action from Trump 
and “ruled out” US military inter-
vention in Mexico.

She said she told Trump that 
any US troop deployment in Mex-
ico was “not on the table”.

“We spoke about various topics, 
including security with respect for 
our sovereignties, reducing drug 
traffi  cking, trade, and invest-
ments,” Sheinbaum said on social 
media.

She would seek another call if 
the US made statements to the 
contrary, she added.

“We continue to collaborate 
within the framework of our sov-
ereignty... we seek co-ordination 
without subordination,” she said.

Trump said in remarks to Fox 
News last week that cartels were 
running Mexico and suggested 
the US could strike land targets to 
combat them.

His comments were the latest in 
a series of escalating threats to de-
ploy US military force against drug 
cartels within Mexican territory.

Mexico extradited dozens of 
cartel leaders to the United States 
in 2025 and reinforced border co-
operation, but Sheinbaum has re-
peatedly voiced opposition to any 
military intervention from outside.

Trump recently told Mexico 
that it had to “get their act togeth-
er”, following months of pressure 
over drugs and trade on the United 
States’ southern neighbour.

He said that Sheinbaum – 
whom he met in Washington in 
December – was a “terrifi c per-
son” but added he was pushing her 
to let him send US troops to tackle 
drug cartels in Mexico, an off er he 
said she has previously rebuff ed.

On Sunday, US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio spoke with 
Mexican Foreign Minister Juan 
Ramon de la Fuente about the 
need for stronger co-operation to 
dismantle Mexico’s violent narco-
terrorist networks and stop the 
traffi  cking of fentanyl and weap-
ons, State Department spokesper-
son Tommy Pigott said.

Sheinbaum said at her press 
conference that fentanyl traffi  ck-
ing from Mexico to the United 
States had fallen by about 50% 
over the past year.

She also said that she had not 
discussed Cuba with Trump, fol-
lowing his comments that the 
island nation would no longer 
receive Venezuelan oil or money, 
following the capture of Venezue-
la’s president Nicolas Maduro by 
US forces in early January.

Mexico is ready to assist com-
munication between Cuba and the 
US if requested, Sheinbaum said.

She said Trump asked her 
about Mexico’s position on Ven-
ezuela and she responded that the 
country opposes military inter-
ventions under its constitution. 
– Reuters/AFP

Mexico 
rules out 
US troops, 
Sheinbaum 
tells Trump

Mattel introduces 
‘autistic Barbie’

Mattel has unveiled an au-
tistic Barbie, the toy gi-
ant’s latest off ering aimed 

at allowing a broader range of chil-
dren “to see themselves” in the 
iconic plastic doll.

The Barbie line, which fi rst intro-
duced dolls with disabilities in 2019, 
already features Barbies with type 
1 diabetes, Down syndrome and 
blindness, the US company said in a 
statement late Sunday.

Autism is a complex and broad-
spectrum neurodevelopmental 
disorder. It has multiple origins, 
primarily linked to a combination 
of predominantly genetic and envi-
ronmental factors.

Mattel said it had developed its 
“fi rst-ever autistic Barbie doll” 
with guidance from the Autistic Self 
Advocacy Network (ASAN), a dis-
ability rights organisation seeking 
equal rights and greater visibility for 
autistic people.

The doll is designed “to represent 
common ways autistic people may 
experience, process, and communi-
cate about the world”, the El Segun-
do, California-based toymaker said.

Unlike traditional Barbie, the new 
doll has elbow and wrist joints, ena-
bling it to make gestures some au-
tistic people use to process sensory 
information or express excitement, 
Mattel said.

It was also designed with eyes 
gazing slightly to the side, “which 
refl ects how some members of the 
autistic community may avoid di-
rect eye contact”.

The dolls come with a sensory 
stress-relief toy, noise-cancelling 
headphones, and a tablet, the com-
pany said, adding that it has pledged 
to donate 1,000 of them to US pae-
diatric hospitals specialising in au-
tism care. – AFP

The United States has revoked more than 
100,000 visas since President Donald Trump 
took offi  ce on an anti-migrant platform, a 

record for a single year, the State Department said 
yesterday.

“The Trump administration has no higher pri-
ority than protecting American citizens and up-
holding American sovereignty,” State Department 

spokesman Tommy Pigott said.
The fi gure since Trump’s second inauguration on 

January 20, 2025 is two and a half times the number 
revoked in 2024, when Joe Biden was president.

The State Department said that “thousands” of 
the visas were revoked over crimes, which can in-

clude assault and also drunk driving.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio has proudly high-

lighted his revocation of visas from students who 
protested against Israel.

Rubio used a McCarthy-era law that allows the 
United States to block entry to foreigners seen as go-

ing against US foreign policy, although some of his 
high-profi le targets successfully challenged depor-
tation orders in court.

The State Department said 8,000 of the revoked 
visas were for students.

The Trump administration has also tightened vet-
ting for visas, including moving to screen social me-
dia postings of visitors. – AFP

US revoked 100,000 visas since Trump return
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Reuters
Seoul

South  Korean President Lee 
Jae Myung is set for a sum-
mit with Japanese Prime 

 Minister Sanae Takaichi today, a 
week  after meeting with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, as Seoul 
seeks to balance ties with both 
neighbours.

The summit in Japan’s Nara 
City comes amid a growing dip-
lomatic dispute between Beijing 
and Tokyo, and analysts expect 
Takaichi to highlight the stabil-
ity of three-way ties between the 
US, Japan and South Korea.

Lee is seeking to balance ties 
with China and Japan which 
could make it easier to reach 
pacts in business fields such as 
artificial intelligence (AI).

Lee said the conflict between 
China and Japan was not desir-
able for regional peace, but Seoul 
would not meddle in the ongoing 
row.

“It’s clear that Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping has a very nega-
tive view of Japan’s position on 
the matter of Taiwan,” Lee said 
during an interview with Japa-
nese  broadcaster NHK. “I think 
it’s a matter between China and 
Japan, not something we should 
deeply involve ourselves in or 

interfere with.” Beijing was in-
furiated after Takaichi said in 
November a Chinese attack  on 
Taiwan could be deemed an ex-
istential threat  to Japan, which 
could trigger a military response 
from Tokyo.

China regards Taiwan as part of 
its territory, a claim the island’s 
government rejects.

In the face of the tension with 
China, Japan may seek to bolster 
diplomatic ties with South Korea, 
possibly through a strategic part-
nership, said Lee Chang-min, a 
Japan expert at Hankuk Univer-
sity of Foreign Studies.

“Not only has Japan’s relation-
ship with China deteriorated, 

the US has also put a little dis-
tance from Japan in its (Taiwan) 
stance,” said Lee. South Korea’s 
Lee and Takaichi may discuss the 
Japan-China dispute during their 
meeting, a security adviser to 
Lee, Wi Sung-lac said on Friday. 
However, South Korea is unlikely 
to take sides, analysts said.

Perennial concerns, such as 
the denuclearisation of the Ko-
rean  peninsula and the fate of 
Japanese  nationals abducted by 
neighbouring North Korea are 
also expected to figure on the 
agenda.

However, analysts said the ar-
eas offering the easiest scope for 
concrete agreements may lie in 

business, such as  co-operation in 
AI and chips, and easing travel for 
business executives between the 
countries.

The two leaders are expected 
to extensively discuss “areas di-
rectly related to people’s live-
lihoods... such as intellectual 
property and AI”, Wi said.

The summit in Takaichi’s home 
prefecture of Nara also offers Lee 
an opportunity to take up issues 
of regional cooperation, as part 
of a pledge to spur development 
in areas outside Seoul.

Ties are still plagued  by long-
standing tension on topics such 
as Japan’s colonisation of Korea.

Such historical issues have 

moved from the centre stage of 
relations for now, analysts said, 
though some in South Korea still 
want them to stay high on the 
agenda.

Lee said South Korea’s long-
standing ban on seafood from 
Japan’s Fukushima region would 
be a key topic discussed at the 
summit, though resolving the 
issue in the short term would be 
challenging due to a lack of public 
trust in Korea.

The South Korean president’s  
two-day visit to Japan, shorter 
than his four-day trip to China, 
is part of “shuttle diplomacy” 
efforts that the two countries 
agreed last year.

S Korea’s Lee heads for Japan summit a week after meeting Xi

Rohingya ‘targeted
for destruction’ by
Myanmar, ICJ hears
AFP
The Hague

Myanmar deliberately tar-
geted the Rohingya mi-
nority with “horrifi c 

violence” in a bid to destroy the 
community, Gambia’s justice min-
ister told the International Court 
of Justice yesterday at the start of a 
genocide hearing.

“It is not about esoteric issues 
of international law. It is about real 
people, real stories and a real group 
of human beings. The Rohingya of 
Myanmar. They have been targeted 
for destruction,” Dawda Jallow told 
ICJ judges.

Gambia brought the case ac-
cusing Myanmar of breaching the 
1948 Genocide Convention during 
a crackdown in 2017.

Legal experts are watching close-
ly as it could give clues for how the 
court will handle similar accusa-
tions against Israel over its military 
campaign in Gaza, in a case brought 
to the ICJ by South Africa.

Hundreds of thousands of Ro-
hingya Muslims fl ed violence by 
the Myanmar army and Buddhist 
militias, escaping to neighbouring 
Bangladesh and bringing harrow-
ing accounts of mass rape, arson 
and murder.

They were subjected to “the most 
horrifi c violence and destruction 
one could imagine”, said Jallow.

Paul Reichler, a lawyer repre-
senting Gambia, laid out searing al-
legations from witnesses, including 
gang rapes, sexual mutilation, and 
infants being burned alive.

Today, 1.17mn Rohingya live 
crammed into dilapidated camps 
spread over 8,000 acres in Cox’s 
Bazar in Bangladesh.

From there, mother-of-two Jan-
ifa Begum, 37, said: “I want to see 
whether the suff ering we endured 
is refl ected during the hearing.”

“We want justice and peace,” she 
said.

A fi nal decision could take 
months or even years, and while the 
ICJ has no means of enforcing its 
decisions, a ruling in favour of The 
Gambia would heap more political 
pressure on Myanmar.

“We did not bring this case light-
ly,” said Jallow.

“We brought this case after re-
viewing credible reports of the 
most brutal and vicious violations 
imaginable infl icted upon a vul-
nerable group that had been dehu-
manised and persecuted for many 
years,” added the minister.

The Gambia, a country in west 
Africa, brought the case in 2019 to 
the ICJ, which rules in disputes be-
tween states.

Under the Genocide Convention, 
any country can fi le a case at the ICJ 
against any other it believes is in 
breach of the treaty.

Myanmar has always maintained 
the crackdown by its armed forces, 
known as the Tatmadaw, was justi-
fi ed to root out Rohingya insurgents 
after a series of attacks left a dozen 
security personnel dead.

Myanmar’s junta spokesman 
could not be reached for comment 
yesterday.

In 2020, the ICJ said Myanmar 
must take “all measures within its 

power” to halt any acts prohibited 
in the 1948 UN Genocide Conven-
tion.

These acts included “killing 
members of the group” and “delib-
erately infl icting on the group con-
ditions of life calculated to bring 
about its physical destruction in 
whole or in part”.

The US offi  cially declared that 
the violence amounted to genocide 
in 2022, three years after a UN team 
said Myanmar harboured “geno-
cidal intent” towards the Rohingya.

The ICJ hearings wrap up on Jan-
uary 29.

“When the court considers... all 
of the evidence taken together, the 
only reasonable conclusion to reach 
is that a genocidal intent permeated 
and informed Myanmar’s myriad of 
state-led actions against the Ro-
hingya,” said Philippe Sands, argu-
ing for The Gambia.

The ICJ is not the only court 
looking into possible genocide 
against the Rohingya - other cases 
are underway at the International 
Criminal Court and in Argentina 
under the principle of universal ju-
risdiction.

Outside the court, Tun Khin, 
president of the Burmese Rohingya 
Organisation UK, said: “We have 
been waiting for justice for many 
years.

“What’s happening to the Ro-
hingya is genocide, intentionally 
destroying our community. And we 
want to get justice. And when jus-
tice is done, we want to go back to 
our homeland with all our rights. 
And we want compensation,” he 
added.

Participants light up their smartphones during their Coming of Age Day celebration ceremony in 
Yokohama, Japan, yesterday.

Coming of Age Day celebrations

Xi stresses need to win
fi ght against corruption

Reuters
Beijing

President Xi Jinping yester-
day said China’s anti-cor-
ruption fi ght was  a battle 

the country cannot lose, strik-
ing a fi rmer tone in a long-term 
drive  to tackle the graft that has 
 plagued many parts of Chinese 
society.

Beijing’s “high-pressure 
campaign” in recent years has 
led to many high-profi le inves-
tigations, refl ecting Xi’s more 
than decade-long drive to root 
out corruption and enforce dis-

cipline in the ruling Commu-
nist Party. The arrests last year 
ranged from the former securi-
ties regulator chief Yi Huiman, 
the ex-chairman  of China East-
ern Airlines Liu Shaoyong, to 
nine top military leaders, includ-
ing the country’s No.2 general 
He Weidong.

The fi ght against corruption 
remains “severe and complex,” 
Xi said at the start of a three-day 
plenary session of the Central 
Commission for Discipline In-
spection, the country’s top anti-
graft watchdog, while calling for 
an “unwavering high-pressure 
stance.”

“Corruption is a roadblock 
and stumbling stone to the party 
and nation’s development. The 
fi ght against corruption is a ma-
jor battle that we cannot aff ord 
to lose and must not lose,” Xi 
was quoted  as saying in a read-
out from the state news agency 
Xinhua.

A record number of 65 high-
ranking offi  cials, dubbed “ti-
gers”, were probed last year, up 
from 58 in 2024, CCDI said in 
early January, with the list ex-
panding from  senior govern-
ment offi  cials to former leaders 
of universities and state-owned 
enterprises.

‘Genius’ chimpanzee
Ai dies in Japan at 49

Ai, a “genius” chimpanzee who 
could recognise more than 100 
Chinese characters and the 
English alphabet, has died aged 
49, Japanese researchers said.
“Ai, which means love in 
Japanese, took part in studies 
on perception, learning and 
memory that advanced our 
understanding of primate 
intelligence,” the Centre for the 
Evolutionary Origins of Human 
Behaviour at Kyoto University 
said in a statement.
She died on Friday from multiple 
organ failure and ailments 
related to old age, the school 
said.
Aside from mastering Chinese 
characters and the alphabet, Ai 
could also identify the Arabic 
numerals from zero to nine and 
11 colours, primatologist Tetsuro 
Matsuzawa said in 2014.
In one study, Ai was presented 
with a computer screen 
displaying the Chinese character 
for pink, along with a pink square 
and an alternative purple square. 
The chimpanzee correctly chose 
the pink square, Matsuzawa said.

Indonesia’s former education minister Nadiem Makarim attends his trial at the Corruption Court 
in Jakarta yesterday. Makarim, who is also a co-founder of ride-hailing app Gojek, is on trial for his 
involvement in a $124mn corruption scandal linked to a government procurement project for school 
laptops during his tenure as education minister.

Indonesia ex-minister’s corruption trial
Meta urges Australia to
rethink social media ban

AFP
Sydney

Tech giant Meta yesterday 
urged Australia to rethink 
its world-fi rst social me-

dia ban for under-16s, while re-
porting that it has blocked more 
than 544,000 accounts under 
the new law.

Australia has required big 
platforms including Meta, Tik-
Tok and YouTube to stop under-
age users from holding accounts 
since the legislation came into 
force on December 10 last year.

Companies face fi nes of 
A$49.5mn ($33mn) if they fail to 
take “reasonable steps” to com-
ply.

Billionaire Mark Zucker-
berg’s Meta said it had removed 
331,000 underage accounts from 
Instagram, 173,000 from Face-
book, and 40,000 from Threads 

in the week to December 11. The 
company said it was committed 
to complying with the law.

“That said, we call on the Aus-
tralian government to engage 
with industry constructively to 
fi nd a better way forward, such 
as incentivising all of industry to 
raise the standard in providing 
safe, privacy-preserving, age 
appropriate experiences online, 
instead of blanket bans,” it said 
in statement.

Meta renewed an earlier call 
for app stores to be required to 
verify people’s ages and get pa-
rental approval before under-
16s can download an app.

This was the only way to avoid 
a “whack-a-mole” race to stop 
teens migrating to new apps to 
avoid the ban, the company said.

The government said it was 
holding social media companies 
to account for the harm they 
cause young Australians.

North Korea has lashed out at a special sanctions 
monitoring team composed  of multiple countries, 
calling its  activities “illegal” and  irrelevant to the United 
Nations, state media KCNA reported yesterday. The 
Multilateral Sanctions Monitoring Team, composed  of 
11 countries including South Korea and the US, is aimed 
at monitoring and reporting Pyongyang’s violations 
and evasions of sanctions imposed by United Nations 
Security  Council Resolutions. A press statement by 
North Korea’s permanent mission to the United Nations 
said  that the US  was planning to hold a briefing session 
at UN headquarters, KCNA reported. 

Australian job advertisements fell for a  sixth straight 
 month in  December, private-sector data showed 
yesterday, adding to signs that  the labour market is 
gradually weakening.  The number of job ads fell 0.5%  in 
December from November, when they dropped  by 1.5%, 
data from  Australia and New Zealand Banking Group 
and employment website Indeed showed. Job ads in 
December were 7.4% lower than a  year earlier, and 
 remained just 6.2% higher than  pre-pandemic levels. 
There were big declines in retail, sales and food  sectors 
as seasonal hiring wound down, but hiring in logistics, 
beauty and wellness and physicians and surgeons rose.

Australia’s national parliament will cut short its summer 
break to pass laws tackling hate  speech after the Bondi 
Beach  mass shooting, Prime Minister Anthony Albanese 
said yesterday, as concerns were also expressed over 
free speech. The December 14 shooting in Sydney 
claimed 15 lives. Police say the alleged gunmen  were 
inspired by the Islamic State militant group. The federal 
parliament will return next Monday, and Albanese 
said he wanted legislation to step up penalties for 
hate speech and authorise a gun buyback to pass the 
following day. The proposed laws will also ease visa 
denials on the ground of racial bigotry.

Bangladesh issued a “high alert” along its Myanmar 
border after detaining 53 members of the Arakan 
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) militant group for 
crossing into its territory, Dhaka paramilitary off icials 
said yesterday. At least two people have been injured 
since Sunday, including a 12-year-old girl who suff ered 
a gunshot, in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar. “We are on 
high alert and have already detained 53 people for 
trespassing,” Colonel Moinuddin Ahmed of paramilitary 
Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) said. Local witnesses said 
ARSA fighters were detained on Sunday after crossing 
into Bangladeshi territory.

N Korea slams multilateral
sanction monitoring activity

Australian job ads
fall in December

Australian parliament to return
to pass hate speech laws

Bangladesh detains 53 ARSA 
rebels, issues border alert
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AFP
London

Former UK Conservative min-
ister Nadhim Zahawi yester-
day announced he had de-

fected to Nigel Farage’s hard-right 
Reform UK, the latest and highest 
profi le switch by an ex-Tory MP to 
the anti-immigration party.

Iraq-born Zahawi, who served 
briefl y as fi nance minister in 2022 
and also as chairman of the centre-
right Conservatives, said Britain 
was “broken” and “really does need 
Nigel Farage as prime minister”.

“I am inspired by his willingness 
to say diffi  cult truths rather than 

hide behind a comfortable lie,” he 
told a news conference attended by 
both men.

Farage’s upstart Reform - found-
ed in 2021 from the ashes of his 
Brexit Party - has been leading by 
double-digit fi gures in the polls 
for the past year and won the most 
number of seats at last year’s local 
elections in England.

That has prompted predictions 
the fl edgling party could seize 
power from the ruling centre-left 
Labour at the next general election, 
due by August 2029. The party is 
also hoping to make serious gains in 
fresh local elections slated for May.

Zahawi, who was sacked as Tory 
chairman in January 2023 after a 

scandal about his tax aff airs, is just 
the latest of about 20 ex-Conserva-
tive lawmakers to switch to Reform 
in recent years.

A Conservative spokesman said 
Reform was “fast becoming the 
party of has-been politicians look-
ing for their next gravy train”.

The statement noted 58-year-
old Zahawi, a former refugee who 
came to Britain as a child speaking 
no English, had previously said on 
social media he would be “fright-
ened to live in a country” run by 
Farage, with one of his other past 
posts branding the Reform leader 
racist.

Farage has also been critical of 
Zahawi previously, but insisted 

yesterday he had long been “a fan” 
of the former businessman, who 
co-founded the polling company 
YouGov before entering politics.

In the wide-ranging press con-
ference, Farage also reiterated his 
opposition to Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer’s bid to reset ties with the 
European Union.

Reports suggest Brussels wants 
a clause inserted in any deal for 
greater UK-EU dynamic alignment 
to prevent Farage ripping up the 
pact if he wins power.

Farage said any such clause 
would be “treacherous” and not in 
“the national interest”, while argu-
ing again that “the tragedy of Brexit 
is we didn’t do it”.

Ex-Tory fi nance minister defects to Farage’s Reform UK

Germany’s Merz 
fl oats possibility
of EU-India trade
deal by end-Jan
Reuters
Ahmedabad, India

German Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz yesterday fl oated the 
possibility that the European 

Union and India  could sign a land-
mark free  trade agreement by the 
end of January, a move that could 
reshape global trade ties as protec-
tionism rises and US-India talks re-
main stalled.

Top EU leaders would travel to 
India to seal the deal if negotiations 
wrap up in time, Merz told report-
ers in the western Indian city of 
Ahmedabad yesterday after meet-
ing Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

“In any case, they will take anoth-
er major step forward to ensure that 
this free trade agreement comes into 
being,” Merz said during his fi rst trip 
to India since becoming chancellor.

European Union offi  cials have yet 
to comment.

A trade deal, under discussion 
for years, is seen as a chance for 
both sides to strengthen economic 
ties and cut reliance on China and 
Russia. Bilateral trade between In-
dia and the EU totalled 120bn euros 
($140.21bn) in 2024, making the  bloc 
India’s biggest trading partner.

Talks have gathered pace since the 
US, under President Donald Trump, 

raised tariff s on Indian goods and 
pressured New Delhi to stop buying 
Russian oil.

A separate India-US trade deal 
collapsed last year  after a breakdown 
in communication between the two 
governments.

The EU-India pact  would follow 
on the heels of the European Union’s 
recent agreement with South Amer-
ica’s Mercosur group and support 
Europe’s push to build new trade 
networks as global rules shift.

Indian Trade Minister Piyush 
Goyal, speaking at a separate event 
in the western state of Gujarat, said 
an agreement was almost at its fi nal 
stages.

German offi  cials said the latest 
talks between Merz and Modi were 
“very intensive”, raising hopes for a 
breakthrough.

The EU is pushing for steep tariff  
cuts on cars, medical devices and 
meat, along with stronger intellec-
tual property rules, while India is 
seeking duty-free access for labour-
intensive goods and faster recogni-
tion of its growing autos and elec-
tronics sectors.

An Indian offi  cial familiar with 
the talks said last month that dis-
putes over steel, carbon levies and 
market access would need further 
compromise. The  two countries 
signed agreements on minerals, 
healthcare and  artifi cial intelligence 

(AI) during Merz’s visit.
Germany, which relies on India as 

a growing market, is also urging New 
Delhi to reduce its dependence on 
Russian energy and arms. India still 
 works closely with Russia, where 
much of its military equipment 
originates, on security policy, and it 
is one of the largest buyers of Rus-
sian gas and oil alongside China.

“We are in complete agreement 
in our assessment of Russia’s war of 
aggression against Ukraine,” Merz 
said. At the same time, he under-
stood how dependent India still is on 
Russian oil and gas. “Obviously, it is 
not that simple in India, and I am the 
last  person to visit other countries 
wagging my fi nger at them.”

Merz chose India for his fi rst 
Asian trip as chancellor, highlight-
ing a shift in strategy among Eu-
ropean leaders, who previously fo-
cused on China.

The German chancellor said the 
world is experiencing “a renaissance 
of unfortunate protectionism” that 
harms Germany and India. He did 
not name any countries.

While the US has imposed tariff s 
on trading partners, China intro-
duced export controls on minerals 
used in areas such as autos, causing 
months of supply chain disruption 
last year due to the US-China trade 
war and aff ecting German carmak-
ers.

Tourists take part in the international kite festival at the Sabarmati riverfront in Ahmedabad, India, 
yesterday.

International kite festival at Sabarmati

India to be invited to
join US-led AI initiative
AFP
New Delhi

India will be invited next month 
to join a new US-led initiative 
aimed at securing AI supply 

chains, the new US ambassador to 
New Delhi said yesterday.

Ties between the allies have 
plummeted after US President 
Donald Trump slapped 50% tar-
iff s on most Indian imports in Au-
gust over New Delhi’s purchases 
of Russian oil, even as offi  cials 
continue to negotiate a long-de-
layed trade agreement.

Speaking to reporters at the 
US embassy, ambassador Sergio 

Gor said India would be asked to 
become a full member of the Pax 
Silica initiative, launched by the 
US last month.

The US-led endeavour includes 
key Asia-Pacifi c allies - Japan, 
South Korea, Singapore and Aus-
tralia - as well as Israel, and is 
meant to counter China’s growing 
dominance in AI supply chains.

Dubbed the “Pax Silica”, af-
ter the Latin terms for peace and 
silicon, the alliance aims to secure 
supply chains of key components 
independent of China.

“As the world adopts new tech-
nology, it is essential that India 
and the US work hand-in-hand 
from the very start of this ini-

tiative,” said Gor, ahead of his fi rst 
day at work.

Gor, who described India as “no 
partner more essential” to the US, 
said he had arrived with a man-
date to take ties “to the next level”, 
calling the relationship an inter-
section of the “world’s oldest and 
world’s largest democracies”.

The ambassador highlighted 
the personal rapport between 
Trump and Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

“The US and India are bound 
not just by shared interests, but 
by relationship anchored at the 
highest levels. Real friends can 
disagree, but always resolve their 
diff erences in the end,” he said.

Indian rocket hits 
snag during launch

An Indian rocket hit a snag 
during its launch yesterday, 
forcing a deviation in flight path 
as it carried an Earth observation 
satellite and commercial 
payloads, the country’s space 
agency said.
The PSLV-C62, a four-stage 
launch vehicle, “encountered 
an anomaly” towards the end of 
the third stage, the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) 
posted on X, without saying 
exactly what went wrong.
“A detailed analysis has been 
initiated,” it added.
A livestream of the launch shows 
the rocket blasting into the sky.
However, a glitch led to a 
deviation in its flight path, ISRO 
chief V Narayanan said.
India’s PSLV rocket, long 
considered the workhorse of the 
national space programme, has 
launched several of the country’s 
flagship missions, including its 
first lunar and Mars orbiters.
In 2017, it set a world record 
by launching 104 satellites in a 
single mission.

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer poses for a photo with members of staff  during a visit to a 
branch of Swedish furniture store Ikea in Croydon, south London, yesterday.

Britain’s premier visits Ikea store Former UK envoy urged to
apologise to Epstein victims

AFP
London

UK Business and Trade 
Minister, Peter Kyle, yes-
terday urged former Brit-

ish ambassador to Washington 
Peter Mandelson to apologise to 
the victims of his ex-friend, con-
victed sex off ender Jeff rey Ep-
stein.

Mandelson on Sunday called 
their friendship “a terrible mis-
take” but declined to apologise 
for his association with Epstein 
in his fi rst broadcast interview 
since being sacked as UK envoy in 
September by Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer.

The ex-spin doctor and gov-
ernment minister was removed 
from his diplomatic post in Wash-
ington following fresh revelations 
about his friendship with Epstein, 
notably that he had maintained 
contact even after the American 
was convicted of off ences.

Mandelson said he had stayed 
in touch because he had mistak-

enly believed Epstein’s story that 
he had been “falsely” convicted, 
something he now deeply regret-
ted.

But he insisted: “I never saw 
anything in his life when I was 
with him, when I was in his 
homes, that would give me any 
reason to suspect what this evil 
monster was doing in preying on 
these young women.”

“I was not culpable,” Mandel-
son told the BBC’s Sunday with 
Laura Kuenssberg.

“I was not knowledgeable of 
what he was doing, and I regret 
and will regret to my dying day the 
fact that powerless women... were 
not given the protection they were 
entitled to expect from the Amer-
ican system.”

But Kyle told LBC radio yester-
day that anyone connected with 
Epstein should be “apologising 
whenever they are asked to do 
so”.

“Peter Mandelson did express 
remorse and regret, but I just 
think every time you’re asked to 
apologise, just do it,” Kyle said.

Reuters
London

Britain’s media regulator yes-
terday launched an inves-
tigation into  Elon Musk’s 

X to determine whether intimate 
deepfakes produced by its Grok AI 
chatbot violated its duty to pro-

tect people in the UK from content 
that could be illegal.

“There have been deeply con-
cerning reports of  the Grok AI 
chatbot account on X being used 
to create and share objectionable  
images of adults and children,” 
Ofcom said in a statement.

When asked for comment yes-
terday on the launch of the formal 

investigation, X  pointed to a pre-
vious statement in which it said 
it takes action against illegal con-
tent on the platform, including 
child abuse material, by remov-
ing it, permanently suspending 
 accounts, and working with local 
governments and law  enforce-
ment as necessary.

“Anyone using or prompting 

Grok to make illegal content will 
suff er the same consequences as 
if they upload illegal content,” it 
said.

The regulator is under pressure 
to act after Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer said on Thursday the im-
ages produced by Grok were “dis-
gusting” and “unlawful”.

Musk’s X had to “get a grip” on 

Grok, Starmer said.
Asked yesterday whether X 

could be banned, Business Sec-
retary Peter Kyle said: “Yes, of 
course,” but he noted that the 
power to do so lay with Ofcom.

Fellow minister Liz Kendall  
welcomed Ofcom’s formal inves-
tigation, adding that  it must be 
completed swiftly.

Creating or sharing non-con-
sensual intimate images or child 
sexual abuse material, including 
AI-generated sexual imagery, is il-
legal in  Britain.

Additionally, tech platforms 
must prevent British users from 
encountering illegal content and 
remove it once they become aware 
of it.

UK investigates Musk’s X over Grok deepfake concerns

Reform UK leader Nigel Farage (left) and former Conservative Party 
chancellor of the exchequer, Nadhim Zahawi, share a joke after Zahawi 
was unveiled as a new member of Reform UK at a press conference in 
London yesterday.



QNA
Doha

Japan’s Minister for Foreign Aff airs 
Toshimitsu Motegi stressed that the 
co-operative relationship between 
Japan and Qatar is exceptionally strong, 

bound by multifaceted and robust ties, and 
building upon this long-standing friendship, 
it is crucial that the two countries further 
strengthen collaboration as “strategic 
partners”.

In an interview with Qatar News Agency 
(QNA) on the occasion of his upcoming visit 
to Doha, the minister said the co-operation 
between Japan and Qatar dates back to the 
establishment of diplomatic relations in 1972.  
Ever since, for over half a century, relations 
between two countries have developed 
remarkably across a wide range of fi elds, 
including politics, economy, culture, and 
sports, he said.

Motegi added this marks his second visit 
to Qatar after his earlier visit in 2021, and 
presents an important opportunity to broaden 
the horizons of co-operation and coordination 
between the two countries and to discuss a 
number of important economic and political 
issues, including eff orts to achieve peace in the 
region, especially in light of the developments 
in regional and international situations.

The minister described the co-operative 
relationship between the two countries as 
exceptionally strong, bound by multifaceted 
and robust ties. “Building upon this long-
standing friendship, it is crucial that our two 
countries further strengthen collaboration as 
strategic partners,” he said.

The minister reaffi  rmed the long-standing 
traditional friendship between Tokyo and 
Doha which dates back to the establishment of 
diplomatic relations in 1972.

“It is said that ‘a friend in need is a friend 
indeed.’ This proverb perfectly represents 
the relationship between our two countries. 
For example, Japanese companies started 
importing LNG from North Field ahead of 
companies from other countries, contributing 
to the development of the LNG industry 
that has served as the foundation of Qatar’s 
remarkable economic development and 
prosperity. 

“During the 2011 Great East Japan 
Earthquake, Qatar extended tremendous 
support, including an additional supply of 
4mn tonnes of LNG and $100mn in fi nancial 
aid.

“Furthermore, amidst the unstable 
international situation, Qatar has assisted 
Japan in the evacuation of Japanese nationals 
overseas. Qatar has consistently been a true 
friend of Japan, helping and supporting us in 
times of need. The Japanese people will never 
forget the spirit of friendship and solidarity 
demonstrated by Qatar,” the minister said

He added that in the economic sphere, 
which forms the core of bilateral co-operation 
between Japan and Qatar, the two countries 
have mutually contributed to each other’s 
development. Japan has done so through the 
development of natural gas plants and other 
projects, while Qatar has contributed by 
ensuring a stable supply of energy to Japan. 

In recent years, economic activities have 
expanded beyond cooperation on energy 
and into a broad range of fi elds, including 
infrastructure development, he said.

The minister added that cultural exchanges 
are also active, including regional exchanges, 
sports   and academic exchanges.

 Furthermore, at the Expo 2025 Osaka, 
Kansai, Japan, the Qatar pavilion attracted 
many visitors, showcasing Qatar’s rich culture 
through impressive exhibits and performances.

The minister congratulated Qatar on its 
qualifi cation for this year’s FIFA World Cup 
and wished both teams - Qatar and Japan - the 
best of luck.

He reiterated that Japan-Qatar economic 
relations have developed from a basis of 
long-standing co-operation in the LNG 
sector. Japan has been deeply involved in the 
formation and operation of LNG projects 
in Qatar from their initial stages, while also 
ensuring stable procurement.

“Japan recognises that this co-operation 
has formed the foundation of our bilateral 
economic relationship based on trust, which 
goes beyond mere resource transactions. From 
here onward, we look forward to co-operation 
with higher added value, including in the 
LNG-related sector,” he noted.

Amid the recent international discussions 
on energy transition, the importance of 
stable supply, implementation feasibility, and 
predictability is being reaffi  rmed, he added. 

Under such circumstances, Japan has 
engaged in the development of the LNG 
market in Asia, emphasising the continued 
role of LNG while leveraging Japan’s expertise 
in long-term contracts, infrastructure 
development, and operational management.

Building on this experience, he said, 
Japan aims to further deepen practical and 
constructive dialogue with Qatar, “who we 
consider to be a key partner.”

He pointed out that Japan has contributed 
to Qatar’s economic development in areas 
of critical infrastructure, such as urban 
transportation, air transport, power 
generation, and desalination. This includes the 
construction of the Doha Metro and Hamad 
International Airport. “We look forward to 
further deepening economic co-operation 
between our two countries in a wide range 
of areas, in addition to the energy sector, 
especially in light of recent developments 
relating to long-term investment from Qatar 
to Japan.”

Talking about the future of economic co-
operation, he emphasised that Japan holds 
a strong interest in the long-term course of 
action outlined in Qatar National Vision 2030, 
which emphasises industrial upgrading and 
human resource development. 

Japan has accumulated signifi cant 
experience in addressing industrial structural 
transformation, human resource development, 
and the social implementation of technology. 
“We can expect the economic partnership 
between Japan and Qatar to become more 
robust and substantive, by leveraging each 
other’s strengths,” the minister said.

On the bilateral level, working groups have 
already been established between Japan and 
Qatar under the ministerial-level strategic 
dialogue, focusing on improving the business 
environment and promoting investment, he 
said.

“Practical discussions through such 
frameworks serve as a crucial foundation 
for giving concrete form to economic co-
operation between our two countries, and it is 
expected that the role of such frameworks will 
continue to grow in importance,.” he added.

Furthermore, long-term investment 
co-operation aimed at foreign direct 
investment to Japan is emerging between the 
Qatar Investment Authority and Japanese 
companies, he said, pointing out  that Japan 
views long-term foreign direct investment as a 

key growth factor and hopes that by improving 
the business and investment environment, 
direct investment from Qatar to Japan will 
continue to increase, further strengthening 
our bilateral economic relationship.

“Furthermore, while our economic 
relationship is the linchpin of our bilateral 
relationship, Japan is also interested in 
the potential for further expanding the 
geographical scope of the bilateral co-
operation between our two countries. In this 
connection, Japan sees opportunities for 
Japanese companies to co-operate with Qatar 
in its recent active pursuit of investment 
and business expansion in third countries, 
such as its initiatives in Africa. Thus, it is 
expected that Japan and Qatar will advance 
their economic relations across a wide range 
of fi elds.”

The Japanese foreign minister said that 
his fi rst visit to Qatar was marked by the 
50th anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between Japan and Qatar. During that visit, 
the fi rst “Strategic Dialogue” between foreign 
ministers was held.

During the upcoming visit, the minister 
intends to engage in discussions during the 
Strategic Dialogue on bilateral relations, 
including further economic co-operation in 
addition to various topics of international 
concern, including the situation in Gaza, 
building on his recent visit to Israel and 
Palestine, and exchanging views on how to 
co-operate for regional and global peace and 
prosperity with Qatar, which has been playing 
a constructive role toward the peace and 
stability of the region.

The minister said he is looking forward to 
having an open and frank exchange of views 
with HE the  Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani to further 
extend co-operation between Qatar and Japan.

He noted the important role played by Qatar 
in its regional and international environment, 
stressing  Qatar has continuously mediated 
negotiations, including the ceasefi re and 
release of hostages between Israel and Hamas, 
the peace negotiations between the US and 
the Taliban, and the negotiations over the 
exchange of detainees between the US and 
Iran, thus making signifi cant contributions to 
regional stability.

Japan deeply respects the constructive role 
Qatar has played and highly appreciates its 
diplomatic eff orts, the minister said while 
expressing solidarity with Qatar, which 
became a target of attacks last June and 
September, amid heightened tensions in the 
Middle East.

On the situation in Gaza, he said Japan 
intends to play an active role in the early 
recovery and reconstruction of Gaza, aiming 
to contribute to the realisation of a two-state 
solution and, by extension, to peace and 
stability in the Middle East.

In this regard, Japan has decided on a new 
assistance package worth approximately 
$170mn, covering humanitarian assistance 
in areas such as health and food, as well 
as recovery and reconstruction support, 
including debris removal, he added.

The minister added that Japan will actively 
play its part through the three pillars of 
“Japan’s eff orts for sustaining peace”: 
continuous engagement in the governance 
mechanism of Gaza; comprehensive support 
for Palestinian state-building eff orts; and 
expanding the network of assistance through 
Japan’s own initiatives, such as the Conference 
on co-operation among East Asian countries 
for Palestinian Development (CEAPAD). 

Taking this approach, Japan is resolved 
to further strengthen its co-ordination 
with Qatar, he said, adding that Japan will 
continue to play an active role in eff orts toward 
achieving peace and stability in the Middle 
East, while working closely with Qatar and 
other countries concerned. 

Investors have piled fresh bets on gold and European defence 
stocks in response to US President Donald Trump’s threats to take 
control of Greenland, fearing a geopolitical rift that could end Nato, 
shatter the global  order and damage the dollar.

Although gains in both are expected to continue regardless of what 
happens to Greenland, investors  face the dilemma of how to position 
for any  longer-term fallout. 

Trump wants to gain control of the Danish territory, through a 
purchase or even military means, while Greenland does not want to 
be part of the US, a stance supported by Europe and Canada.

While investors have previously largely ignored these aspirations, 
the US seizure of Venezuela’s Nicolas Maduro in a surprise military 
raid has suddenly made them more tangible. For investors hoping 
for  less risk after last year’s tariff  turmoil, the news makes for an 
uncomfortable start to 2026.

The US administration’s threat to indict Federal Reserve Chair 
Jerome Powell has reignited concerns about its independence.

Gold jumped more than 4% last week after Maduro’s capture and 
hit a new record high yesterday.

European defence stocks hit fresh all-time highs yesterday and 
last week posted their biggest weekly jump in over fi ve years, with a 
10% gain.

The soaring gold prices indicate global markets are concerned 
about the rising geopolitical risk.

Non-yielding gold is traditionally seen as a safe haven for 
investors during wider market uncertainty or volatility. Many 
investors have already been calling for a large exposure to gold.

The US ambitions on acquiring  Greenland could have far-reaching 
implications, not just for Nato but also eff orts to end  war in Ukraine 
and China’s tensions with Japan and Taiwan.

If the US forcibly took 
Greenland from fellow 
Nato member Denmark, 
it would likely not only 
mark the end of the 
military alliance but the 
wider balance of power.

It would call into 
question much more 
the global order that’s 
essentially largely 
been established since 
Bretton Woods II, (or) 
the end of World War II, 
when Nato was created.

If Europe must rely 
less on the US for 
its defence, it is no 
surprise that investors 
are buying European 
defence stocks, a sector 
that’s more than tripled 
since Russia’s 2022 
invasion of Ukraine.

German tank maker Rheinmetall rallied 19% last week, while 
Sweden’s Saab surged 22%.

Beyond buying gold and defence stocks, other trades are more 
diffi  cult for investors to pick.

Political (and) geopolitical risk is very hard to price and markets 
typically do a very poor job of it, given that these are big-impact, 
but low-probability  events. Positioning an investment portfolio 
for something that has a 1%, 5% chance of being realised is akin to 
assuming ‘well, 95% of the time I’m going to be wrong.’

That helps explain why  there has been little broader impact, with 
world stocks at near record highs and Danish government bonds 
rallying alongside European peers. Denmark’s closely managed 
crown currency has been weakening, but rate diff erentials are a 
major factor and it is still close to the central rate at which it is 
pegged to the euro.

Things could change quickly if the US took a military approach 
to Greenland. Unlike Venezuela it would be a big deal, sparking risk 
aversion in equities and (the) dollar.

Traders reacted immediately when Moscow acted on its Ukraine 
threats, sparking major moves in oil, the  euro and stocks.

If the US were to seize Greenland by force, or maybe not by force, 
but under some sort of coercion, a rally towards Treasuries and 
a selloff  in European government bonds, which quality investors 
wouldn’t see as a haven, is quite likely.

Investors reckon that short-term, the dollar and Treasuries would 
benefi t from a rush to safety. However, a breakdown in transatlantic 
relations could see that US pull fade and a return of worries 
about the dollar’s status, which fl ickered around last April’s tariff  
announcement.

It is too soon to see any signs of that shifting on the back of the 
US action in Venezuela or its Greenland threats, with some saying it 
could prompt money to move out of the US. — Reuters
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Pakistan, Indonesia closing in on jets and drones defence deal
Deal includes sale of combat 
jets and drones, say sources; 
Indonesia defence ministry 
confirms air force chief in 
Pakistan; interest in Pakistan’s 
JF-17 Thunder jet spiked after 
2025 conflict with India

Reuters
Islamabad/Jakarta

Indonesia’s defence minister 
 met Pakistan’s air force chief in 
Islamabad to discuss a potential 
deal that  includes the sale of 
combat  jets and killer drones to 
Jakarta, three security officials 
with knowledge of the meeting 
yesterday said.
The talks come as Pakistan’s 
defence industry moves forward 
with a series of defence 
procurement negotiations, 
including deals with Libya’s 
National Army and Sudan’s army, 
and  looks to establish itself as a 
sizeable regional player.

Indonesia’s Defence Ministry 
confirmed the meeting between 
Defence Minister Sjafrie 
Sjamsoeddin and Pakistan’s Air 
Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed 
Baber Sidhu.
“The meeting focused on 
discussing general defence co-
operation relations, including 
strategic dialogue, strengthening 
communication between defence 
institutions, and opportunities for 
mutually beneficial co-operation 
in various fields in the long term,” 
defence ministry spokesperson 
Brigadier General Rico Ricardo 
Sirait told Reuters, adding the 
talks had not yet led to concrete 
 decisions.
One source said the talks 
revolved around the sale of JF-17 
jets, a multi-role combat aircraft 
jointly developed by Pakistan 
and China, and killer drones 
designed for surveillance and 
striking targets. The other two 
 sources said the talks were in an 

advanced stage and  involved 

more than 40 JF-17 jets. One of 
them said Indonesia was also 
interested in Pakistan’s Shahpar 

drones. The sources did not share 
any discussions about delivery 
timelines and the number of 

years a proposed deal would 
span. The Pakistani military’s 
public relations wing did not 
immediately respond to a request 
for comment.
One additional security source 
with knowledge of military 
procurement talks said Pakistan 
was discussing the sale of 
JF-17 Thunder jets, air defence 
systems, training for junior, mid-
level, and senior Indonesian air 
force officials, and engineering 
staff.
“The Indonesia deal is in the 
pipeline,” retired Air Marshal 
Asim Suleiman, who remains 
briefed on air force deals, told 
Reuters, adding that the  number 
of JF-17 jets involved  was close 
to 40.
Indonesia’s President Prabowo 
Subianto was in Pakistan last 
month for a two-day visit for 
talks on improving bilateral ties, 
including defence. Indonesia 
has put in a slew  of orders for jets 
in the past few years, including 42 

French Rafale jets worth $8.1bn 
in 2022 and 48 KAAN fighter 
jets from Turkiye last year to 
strengthen its air force and replace 
its ageing air force fleet. Jakarta 
has also considered buying China’s 
J-10 fighter jets and is in talks to 
purchase US-made F-15EX jets.
Interest in the Pakistani  military’s 
weapons development programme 
has surged since its jets were 
deployed in a short conflict with 
India last year.
The JF-17s have been at the centre 
of that growing attention, figuring 
in a deal with Azerbaijan and 
the $4bn weapons pact with the 
Libyan National Army. Pakistan is 
also eyeing a defence pact with 
Bangladesh that could include the 
Super Mushshak training jets and 
JF-17s, as ties improve with Dhaka.
Reuters has also reported that 
Islamabad was in talks with Riyadh 
for a defence deal that could be 
worth between $2bn and $4bn and 
involves the conversion of Saudi 
loans into military supplies.

A JF-17 Thunder fighter jet of the Pakistan Air Force takes off  from 
Mushaf base in Sargodha (file). The talks between Pakistan and 
Indonesia revolved around the sale of JF-17 jets, a multi-role combat 
aircraft jointly developed by Pakistan and China, and drones designed 
for surveillance and striking targets.

Ukraine civilian deaths in 2025 
highest since 2022, says UN
AFP
Kyiv, Ukraine

United Nations monitors recorded more 
civilian deaths in Ukraine in 2025 than in any 
other year except 2022, as hostilities flared 
along the frontline and Russia expanded 
its use of long-range weapons, the UN’s top 
rights body said yesterday.
The data comes as US-led diplomatic 
attempts to end the war have stalled, 
with Russia last week rejecting a draft 
plan that would see European countries 
deploy soldiers in Ukraine once the war 
ends.
“The total civilian casualties in Ukraine 
in 2025 reached at least 2,514 killed and 
12,142 injured, which is a 31% increase 
compared to 2024,” the Office of the UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR) said in a report published 
yesterday.
“Our monitoring shows that this rise was 
driven not only by intensified hostilities 
along the frontline, but also by the 
expanded use of long-range weapons, 

which exposed civilians across the country 
to heightened risk,” the head of the 
OHCHR’s monitoring mission in Ukraine, 
Danielle Bell, said in a press release 
attached to the report.
There is no reliable figure as to the total 
number of civilians killed in Ukraine since 
Russia invaded in February 2022.
The UN has verified almost 15,000 civilian 
deaths, it said in the report, but added 
that the “actual extent of civilian harm ... 
is likely considerably higher” since it is 
impossible to verify many cases and there 
is no access to areas that have come under 
Russian occupation.
Those places include the port city of 
Mariupol, where thousands are estimated 
to have been killed during a weeks-long 
siege by Russian forces at the start of the 
war.
Russia’s battlefield gains in Ukraine 
last year were also higher than in any 
other year except 2022, according to an 
AFP analysis of data from the US-based 
Institute for the Study of War, as Moscow 
pressed its advantage against outgunned 
and overstretched Ukrainian troops.

Le Pen’s political fate hangs in the 
balance as French appeal begins
Reuters
Paris

French far-right leader Marine 
Le Pen begins a crucial appeal 
 in Paris this week that will de-

termine  whether she can run in the 
2027 presidential election, after being 
barred from public offi  ce over a convic-
tion for misusing EU funds.

Le Pen, the long-time leader of the 
far-right National Rally (RN), was 
seen as a likely frontrunner in the 2027 
race until she was found guilty last year 
 of misappropriating more than 4mn 
euros ($4.7mn) of EU funds and given 
a fi ve-year ban from running for public 
offi  ce, eff ective immediately.

Le Pen appealed, as did the RN and 
10 others found guilty of diverting Eu-
ropean Parliament funds. The hearing 
begins on today and should end on Feb-
ruary 12. A ruling is expected before the 
summer, meaning her hopes of running 

in 2027 remain alive if her fi ve-year ban 
is revoked or drastically curtailed.

If she cannot run, Le Pen has said 
her protege, 30-year-old RN  party 
president Jordan Bardella, will do so 
in her stead.

US President Donald Trump and 
senior members of his team voiced 
support for Le Pen after her convic-
tion, and any move to stop her from 
running would likely be seized  on by 
them in their campaign to portray Eu-

ropean courts and  offi  cials as seeking 
to unfairly block far-right politicians 
from power. Trump offi  cials last year 
held internal discussions about sanc-
tioning French prosecutors and judges 
involved in barring Le Pen, four sources 
told Reuters, although those talks no 
longer appear to be active.

The news, fi rst reported by German 
magazine Der Spiegel, was denied by 
Under Secretary of State Sarah B Rog-
ers on X on Thursday, describing it 
as a “fake story”. A State Department 
spokesperson said: “We do not preview 
potential actions.”

French government spokeswoman 
Maud Bregeon said on Thursday the 
government would remain vigilant to 
potential US meddling after Peimane 
Ghaleh-Marzban, the president of 
the Paris judicial court, said any move 
against a French judge would “consti-
tute an unacceptable and intolerable 
interference in the internal aff airs of 
our country”. 

Marine Le Pen

Pakistani students 
stuck in Afghanistan 
permitted to go home
AFP
Jalalabad

After three months, some 
Pakistani university stu-
dents who were stuck in 

Afghanistan due to deadly clashes 
between the neighbouring coun-
tries were “permitted to go back 
home”, Afghan border police said 
yesterday.

“The students from Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (northwest Pa-
kistan) who were stuck on this 
side of the border, only they were 
permitted to cross and go to their 
homes,” said Abdullah Farooqi, 
Afghan border police spokesman.

The border has “not reopened” 
for other people, he said.

The land border has been shut 
since October 12, leaving many 
people with no aff ordable option 
of making it home.

“I am happy with the steps the 
Afghan government has taken to 
open the road for us, so that my 
friends and I will be able to return 
to our homes” during the winter 
break, Anees Afridi, a Pakistani 
medical student in eastern Af-
ghanistan’s Nangarhar province, 
told AFP.

However, worries remain for 
the hundreds of students about 
returning to Afghanistan after the 
break ends.

“If the road is still closed from 
that side (Pakistan), we will be 
forced to return to Afghanistan 
for our studies by air.”

Flights are prohibitively ex-
pensive for most, and smuggling 
routes also come at great risk.

Anees hopes that by the time 
they return for their studies “the 
road will be open on both sides 
through talks between the two 
governments.”

Seven Pakistani police 
officers killed in
targeted bomb attack
Reuters
Dera Ismail Khan

Seven Pakistani police off icers 
 were killed in a targeted 
 bomb blast on their  armoured 
vehicle yesterday, police in the 
northwestern Tank district said, 
as Islamabad contends with a 
rising wave  of militancy.
Images of the attack showed the 
mangled wreckage of the vehicle 
overturned on the roadside.
In a statement, the Islamist 
militant group Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan claimed responsibility 
for the attack.
Tank deputy police chief  Pervez 
Shah said five police personnel 
were killed on the spot after the 
remote-controlled bomb  went 
off , while two others  had died in 
hospital. “The brave policemen 

sacrificed their today for the 
peaceful future of the nation,” 
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi 
said in a statement.
Pakistan’s northern Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, where 
Tank is located, has battled a 
resurgence of militant violence 
carried out primarily by Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan.
Pakistan has blamed  the Afghan 
Taliban  for providing a safe 
haven to TTP militants, saying 
they use   Afghan soil to plan their 
strikes on targets in Pakistan. 
Kabul has denied the charges, 
saying Pakistan’s security is an 
internal problem.
Pakistan and Afghanistan are 
in the  midst of a fragile truce 
following border clashes in 
October that killed dozens, their 
worst fighting since the Taliban 
took power in 2021.

US military takeover of 
Greenland would be 
end of Nato, says 
European commissioner
Kubilius says EU can 
help provide security for 
Greenland; says member 
states obliged to come to 
Denmark’s assistance in case 
of military aggression; Europe 
needs to increase military 
independence from US

Reuters
Salen, Sweden

The European Union can help 
provide security  for Green-
land, should Denmark re-

quest  it, the European Commis-
sioner for Defence and Space said 
yesterday, warning that a US mili-
tary takeover of Greenland would 
be the end of Nato.

Trump has said the United 
States must own Greenland, an 
autonomous part of the Kingdom 
of Denmark, to prevent  Russia or 
China occupying the strategically 
located and minerals-rich Arctic 
territory. He says a US military 
presence there is not enough.

Denmark and the US, both Nato 
members, are scheduled to meet 
this week to discuss Greenland. 
Greenland and Denmark have said 
that Greenland is not for sale, but 
Trump has not ruled out taking it 
by force.

“I agree with the Danish prime 
minister that it will be the end of 
Nato, but also among people it 
will  be also very, very negative,” 
Commissioner Andrius Kubilius 
told Reuters at a security confer-
ence in Sweden. He said it would 
have a “very deep negative im-
pact among the people and on  our 
transatlantic relations”.

Trump said “I’m the one who 
SAVED NATO!!!”  on Truth Social 
yesterday, without giving further 
details or context. Kubilius said he 

did not think a US military inva-
sion was coming but that the Eu-
ropean Union Treaty article 42.7 
obliged member states to come 
to Denmark’s assistance if it was 
faced with military aggression.

“It will depend on very much 
on Denmark, how they will react, 
what will be their position, but 
defi nitely there is such an obli-
gation of member states to come 
for mutual assistance if another 
member state is facing military 
aggression,” he said.

Kubilius questioned the ra-
tionale of occupying Greenland 
by force and warned that it would 
have impacts on all aspects of the 
relations between Europe and the 
United States. “Who will recog-
nise that occupation  and what 
impacts on all the  relationship in 

between of the United States and 
Europe, including, for example, 
trade, where also Americans can 
face quite painful negative conse-
quences,” he said.

Kubilius said the EU could pro-
vide  more security for Greenland, 
if Denmark requested it, including 
troops and military infrastructure 
such as warships and anti-drone 
capabilities.

“That’s for military people to 
say what Greenland or the Arctic 
defence needs. Everything is pos-
sible,” he said.

Kubilius also said Europe need-
ed to build up its military capa-
bilities, regardless of whether 
they could rely on US help - but 
that any US withdrawal from Nato 
would be  very tough.

“It will be a very big challenge 

to be ready to defend Europe, be-
ing independent, being without 
the United States,” he said.

“The question would be how we 
can use in that case Nato struc-
tures, how they can be, you know, 
become a basis for European pillar 
of Nato. But Nato such as it is now 
defi nitely will not exist anymore.” 
Trump said last week the US 
would always support Nato and 
that Russia and China only feared 
the alliance as long as the United 
States was a member.

Many Nato countries have 
substantially increased military 
spending in recent years, fol-
lowing Russia’s 2022 invasion of 
Ukraine and demands by Trump 
for European allies to invest more 
in their own defence.

Andrius Kubilius, EU Commissioner for Defence and Space.
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The Hamad Medical Corpora-
tion (HMC), in partnership 
with Qatar Foundation (QF), 

the Qatar Precision Health Institute 
(QPHI), Weill Cornell Medicine - 
Qatar, and Hamad Bin Khalifa Uni-
versity, has launched a pioneering 
pilot study highlighting how genetic 
research can be safely and eff ective-
ly translated into practical clinical 
care, opening new horizons for early 
cancer detection and prevention.

The announcement of the study 
represents a strategic step placing 
Qatar among the world’s leading na-
tions in precision medicine.

Published in the international 
journal Biomedicines, the study is 
the result of a national institutional 
collaboration aimed at bridging the 
gap between scientifi c research and 
medical practice, translating ge-
nomic research fi ndings into action-
able clinical applications within Qa-
tar’s healthcare system.

The HMC reported that the study 
focused on harmful variants in the 
BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes, which are 
known to signifi cantly increase the 
risk of breast, ovarian, and prostate 
cancers.

The research team successful-
ly tested a structured pathway to 
bridge the gap between genetic re-
search and clinical application by 
returning research fi ndings to indi-
viduals and providing them with ap-
propriate care.

The study analysed genomic data 
from approximately 6,142 partici-
pants in the Qatar Biobank, identi-
fying ten individuals carrying path-
ogenic or likely pathogenic variants.

After obtaining their consent, 
these participants underwent con-
fi rmatory testing in accredited clini-

cal laboratories and received special-
ised genetic counselling to establish 
personalised care pathways.

The tangible outcomes of the 
study included eight participants 
joining enhanced surveillance pro-
grammes, while preventative surger-
ies performed for some female par-
ticipants led to the early detection 
of ovarian and endometrial cancers 
at stages that signifi cantly improve 
treatment outcomes.

The benefi ts of the study extended 
beyond the initial participants to 
their families, with cascade testing 
identifying 20 additional relatives 
carrying the same genetic variants, 
enabling them to access necessary 
screening and preventative care.

The fi ndings also highlighted high 
acceptance of genetic result disclo-
sure among participants, with ad-
herence to recommended follow-up 
care remaining at 100% over two 
years, refl ecting the community’s 
confi dence in the country’s health-
care system.

This initiative represents the fi rst 
programme of its kind in an Arab 
population to integrate the return of 
medically actionable genetic results 
into routine clinical care, marking a 
signifi cant step toward advancing 
precision medicine and preventative 
healthcare in Qatar.

The pilot study demonstrates that 
the Qatar Biobank’s infrastructure 
and precision medicine capabilities 
can successfully transform genomic 
research into tangible health benefi ts.

By identifying cancer risk be-
fore symptoms appear, healthcare 
providers can off er early interven-
tions, personalised surveillance, and 
proactive, informed decision-mak-
ing. – QNA

HMC, partners 
launch pilot 
study for 
early cancer 
detection

Professional associations in Qatar are 
expanding their role beyond regula-
tion, launching social initiatives that 

channel legal, engineering and fi nancial ex-
pertise into community service and support 
for vulnerable groups.

For instance, the Qatar Lawyers’ Asso-
ciation launched an initiative to provide le-
gal support to the most vulnerable groups, 
particularly those unable to aff ord litigation 
fees. 

The Qatar Certifi ed Public Account-
ants Association (QCPA) also launched the 
second edition of the “National Auditor” 
initiative for government entities, as part of 
the association’s mission to advance the ac-
counting and auditing profession.

It also aims to provide the necessary na-
tional workforce to serve various entities and 
institutions, given the signifi cant growth 
witnessed by the Qatar economy.

Similarly, the Qatar Society of Engineers 
recently launched the “Engineers without 
Borders” programme, aimed at promoting 
a culture of institutional volunteerism and 
harnessing national engineering expertise 
to support projects with humanitarian and 
developmental dimensions, both inside and 
outside Qatar.

Some experts in the fi eld said that the im-
portance of these initiatives lies in their abil-
ity to put specialised professional expertise 
in the service of society, whether in public 
health, occupational safety, education and 
training, or environmental protection.

Moreover, these initiatives promote a 
culture of social responsibility, support the 
values of volunteerism and national belong-
ing, and help build trust between society and 
professional institutions.

National Human Rights Committee depu-
ty chairman Dr Mohamed bin Saif al-Kuwari 
stressed that professional associations in the 
Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) and Arab 
countries have become eff ective contributors 
to social development. 

He noted that their role has expanded be-
yond regulating professions to include grow-
ing social responsibilities through social and 
developmental initiatives that enhance so-
cial stability and improve quality of life.

Dr al-Kuwari explained that these ini-
tiatives are essential because they harness 
specialised professional expertise to serve 
society in areas such as public health, occu-
pational safety, education and training, and 
environmental protection.

They also promote social responsibility, 
volunteerism, national belonging, and trust 
between society and professional institu-
tions.

Dr Ahmad al-Own, dean of Graduate 
Studies and Assistant Professor at the Col-
lege of Sharia and Islamic Studies at Qatar 
University, stressed the importance of social 
initiatives launched by professional associa-
tions, noting that they represent a core role 
in serving society.

He explained that professional associa-
tions such as those of engineers, lawyers, 
and doctors have signifi cantly benefi ted 
from state and community support in edu-
cation and professional development, plac-

ing on them a responsibility to give back and 
strengthen social cohesion.

Dr al-Own noted that these initiatives go 
beyond material gains, refl ecting that pro-
fessions are integral to the social fabric and 
exist primarily to serve society.

Mubarak Abdullah al-Sulaiti, chairman 
of the Qatar Lawyers Association’s board of 
directors, said that the association’s role ex-
tends beyond professional and legal matters 
to a strong social and humanitarian commit-
ment, rooted in its belief in social responsi-
bility and in supporting justice, equality, and 
the rule of law.

He noted that the association continues 
to launch initiatives in co-operation with 
the National Human Rights Committee and 
other offi  cial and civil society organisations 
to promote legal awareness and the culture of 
rights and duties.

These initiatives, al-Sulaiti added, pri-
marily provide legal support to vulnerable 
groups, especially those unable to aff ord liti-
gation, through free legal consultations or 
representation by member lawyers registered 
as volunteers with the Human Rights Com-
mittee.

Engineer Khalid Ahmed al-Nasr, board 
member and secretary of the Qatar Experts 
and Arbitrators for Awareness and Culture 
Association, said that the association has 
established a strong presence in the profes-
sional and cultural sectors and achieved tan-
gible results in supporting civil society and 
the experts and arbitrators industry in Qatar.

He noted that the association has become 
an eff ective platform for developing national 
competencies, enhancing the role of experts 
and arbitrators, and supporting the Supreme 
Judicial Council’s goal of delivering timely 
justice.

In 2025, it launched several initiatives, in-
cluding the Experts Forum and Arbitrators 
Forum, which regularly address challenges 
and develop solutions in line with interna-
tional standards, as well as daily advisory 
programmes “Expert Advice” and “Arbitra-
tor Advice”, alongside training programmes, 
seminars, and conferences.

Professional 
associations 
in Qatar keen 
on community 
service and 
helping others

The fi nal of Al Tala’a Cham-
pionship was held yester-
day with a single falconer 

claiming fi rst place after other 
competitors’ falcons failed to fl y 
and hunt, leaving no additional 
positions awarded.

Al Tala’a Championship fi nal 
featured fi ve falconers: Abdul-
hadi Jaber Hussein, Ali Hassan al-
Saeei (with two falcons), Abdul-
hadi Ubaid al-Merri, and Shaheen 
Salem al-Dosari.

The competition concluded 
with Ali Hassan al-Saeei winning 
fi rst place.

In contrast, the second and 
third placers were withheld be-
cause the other competing falcons 
were unable to fl y and hunt suc-
cessfully.

Ali Ayash al-Mansouri, chair-
man of the Tala’a Championship 
Committee at the 17th Qatar In-
ternational Falcons and Hunting 
Festival (Marami 2026), said that 
the fi nal round witnessed only 
one falconer winning among the 
fi ve competitors, despite all the 
falcons reaching the fi nal being 
champion-level birds and among 
the best of Tala’a falcons.

The offi  cial congratulated win-
ner al-Saeei, and wished all par-
ticipants success in the next edi-

tion of the championship.
However, some groups were 

postponed to ensure fairness and 
equal opportunity for all partici-
pants.

Al-Mansouri lauded the eff orts 
of the Tala’a Championship team, 
especially the judges who accom-
pany competitors, confi rming 
their right to qualify and win.

Meanwhile, fi rst-place winner 
al-Saeei expressed his happiness 
with the result, which crowned 
his eff orts throughout the cham-
pionship, culminating in the fi nal.

He said that he trained hard and 
carefully selected the participat-
ing falcons, reaching the fi nal with 
two top-tier birds, ultimately 
winning with one of them.

During the evening session, 
the 11th group of the Haddad Al 
Tahadi Championship was held, 
resulting in only one falconer 
qualifying for the fi nal: Moha-
mad Jarallah al-Nabet, who was 
crowned by Muteb Mubarak al-
Qahtani, chairman of the Marmi 
Festival, at the festival site.

Al-Nabet expressed his hap-
piness at winning and qualifying 
for the Haddad Al Tahadi fi nal, 
considering it a success for all 
goshawk owners, especially since 

hunting pigeons is not easy.
The competition with Abdullah 

Fakhro is ongoing, and the cham-
pionship is a constant contest be-
tween the peregrine falcons and 
pigeons, which makes Haddad Al 
Tahadi exciting.

Several participating falconers 
in the Haddad Al Tahadi lauded 
the festival’s excellent organisa-
tion and the variety of competi-
tions it provides, which meet their 
ambitions and enhance the pres-
ence of falconry as a sport.

They also stressed the impor-
tance of considering their devel-
opmental feedback.

Some falconers suggested re-
locating Haddad Al Tahadi fi eld 
deeper into the desert, away from 
camps and nearby facilities, to en-
sure the safety of falcons, improve 
competition tracks, and achieve 
greater fairness among partici-
pants, as part of their shared com-
mitment to enhancing the festival 
in future editions.

Meanwhile, the Marmi Festival 
organising committee announced 

the start of registration for the 
“International Shooting” Cham-
pionship, to be held on January 17, 
in co-operation with the Sports 
Shooting Club.

Registration continues un-
til January 15 via WhatsApp at 
+97455215399.

Al Da’aw Championship will 
take place this morning, featuring 
competitions for peregrine fal-
cons, locally bred free birds, and 
all local falcon productions.

The tournament for other cat-
egories continue until next Fri-
day.

Single falconer
clinches first 
place in Al Tala’a 
Championship
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