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Gavaskar calls
for ‘post-mortemy’
after India

Test debacle

with 4-1 thrashing
at Anfield

FIFA

Vil
A :

WORLD CUP
OATAR 2025

Doha: HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad

al-Thani, President of the Qatar Olympic
Committee (QOC), paid an inspection
visit to the Athletics Training Center
Project at Aspire Academy for Sports
Excellence.

The project, which is being
implemented through an integrated
partnership between Aspire Academy,
the Qatar Athletics Federation and
Aspetar Orthopaedic and Sports
Medicine Hospital - aims to develop

Qatari athletics and elevate it to new
levels. During the visit, HE Sheikh Joaan
toured the project’s administrative
building and reviewed the ongoing work
and co-ordination between the three
entities in training, medical preparation,

.
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and administrative support. The
collaboration is designed to enhance
athletes’ performance and support their
aspirations for a successful season.

He also met with members of the
national athletics team, reviewed their
training programmes, and encouraged
them to give their best and prepare
thoroughly for upcoming competitions.
His Excellency reaffirmed the Qatar
Olympic Committee’s commitment

to providing the best development
environment for athletes.

Accompanying the QOC President on
the visit were high jump legend Mutaz
Barshim, Ivan Bravo, Director General
of Aspire Academy; Sheikh Khalifa bin
Khalid al-Thani, Director of the QOC
Sports Sector, Mohammed Issa al-
Fadala, President of the Qatar Athletics
Federation; as well as several members of
the federation’s board of directors.

FOOTBALL

Cabral strike earns Portugal
historic U-17 World Cup title

Striker’'s 32nd minute goal helps Po

By Sports Reporter
Doha

ortugal clinched their first-ever

FIFA U-17 World Cup title after

overcoming Austria in a grip-

ping final in Doha. Anisio Cabral’s
first-half goal sealed the triumph at Kha-
lifa International Stadium, completing a
remarkable 2025 double for the newly-
crowned world and reigning European
U-17 champions.

Austria, appearing in their first World
Cup final at any level, fought relentlessly
in search of an equaliser and nearly found
it, with Daniel Frauscher rattling the inside
of the post in the closing stages.

Portugal made a fast start and almost
bagged an early opener when Duarte Cun-
ha dragged a shot wide. Austria’s rapid
counter-attacking has been a feature of
their U-17 World Cup campaign, though,
and from one such break Hasan Deshishku
burst clear and forced a fine save from Ro-
mario Cunha.

The Portuguese would strike the first
blow, with Cabral applying the finishing
touch from close range after a slick team
move. It was his seventh goal of the tour-
nament - only adidas Golden Boot win-
ner Johannes Moser scored more, with the
Austria star netting eight times.

The Austrians have displayed impres-
sive powers of resilience all tournament
long and refused to buckle after falling be-
hind. Early in the second half, Deshishku
was denied again by Cunha, with the goal-
keeper making a sprawling save from the
striker’s curling free-kick.

Cunha was in fabulous form, and he
athletically tipped a Ifeanyi Ndukwe
header over the bar to preserve Portugal’s
lead. The goalkeeper was grasping at thin
air when substitute Frauscher took aim on
85 minutes, but the Austrian’s effort came
crashing off the post.

The collective relief among the Portu-
gal players was palpable and, despite some
more late pressure from their spirited op-
ponents, they held out to secure the na-
tion’s maiden global title at U-17 level.

LONGONI SAVES BAG ITALY BRONZE
Earlier, at the Aspire Zone’s Pitch No. 7,
Alessandro Longoni was the shootout
hero, as his pair of penalty stops ensured
Italy secured bronze in the U-17 World
Cup. The complexion of the game changed
less than a quarter of an hour in. Vitor
Fernandes was booked after just six min-
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rtugal to victory over Austria in final at Khalifa International Stadium
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Award winners

Golden Ball: Mateus Mide (POR)
Silver Ball: Johannes Moser (AUT)
Bronze Ball: Mauro Furtado (POR)

Golden Boot: Johannes Moser (AUT)
Silver Boot: Anisio Cabral (POR)
Bronze Boot: Dell (BRA)

Golden Glove: Romario Cunha (POR)

FIFA Fair Play Trophy: Czech Republic

utes for a late clash with Antonio Arena,
and he received his marching orders eight
minutes later for another late and needless
challenge against Leonardo Bovio.

Despite the numerical disadvantage,
Brazil almost took the lead when Ruan
Pablo dragged a shot wide. Italy started
to test their South American counterparts
thereafter, with Valerio Maccaroni danc-
ing inside and putting an effort just past
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Portugal players celebrate with the trophy after winning the FIFA U-17 World Cup at Khalifa International Stadium in Doha.

the post, with Federico Steffanoni doing
the same soon after.

Brazil hung on in the second half and
looked to have taken the lead just after the
hour. Dell headed a near-post corner goal-
wards which Longoni did brilliantly to ini-
tially save, before Felipe Morais headed in
from an offside position.

Penalties would decide it. While Joao
Pedro saved another spot-kick to deny
Andrea Luongo, Longoni made back-to-
back saves to foil Luis Pacheco and Luis
Eduardo, allowing Alessio Baralla to rattle
home the winning kick.

Massimiliano Favo, Italy coach, was
proud of his team. “We played the best
football of the tournament, and I'm proud
of the boys. From the point of view of con-
trolling the game, we did something in-
credible. It would have been sad to leave
without a medal - we’re happy. The first
48-team World Cup, being the third-best
in the world and having deserved even
more is very important and meaningful”
Favo said.

Anisio Cabral’s first-half goal proved the match winner for Portugal.
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India appear vulnerable on home soil

B L

India’s head coach Gautam Gambhir looks on in the end of the fifth day of the
second Test against South Africa at the Barsapara Cricket Stadium in Guwahati

on Wednesday. (AFP)

Reuters
New Delhi

he thought of play-
ing a Test series in In-
dia once struck fear
into the hearts of tour-
ing sides, but with their fortress
now breached twice in the last 12
months local cricket fans know
the team’s aura of invincibility on
home soil has been shattered.
India did not lose a home Test
series for 12 years until New Zea-
land whitewashed them 3-0 late
last year, and while the reverber-
ations from that stunning defeat
had grown faint, South Africa’s
2-0victory has delivered another
almighty shock to home fans.
“There was an aura around the
Indian team when playing in In-
dia. You can see it disappearing in
the distance,” commentator Har-

sha Bhogle wrote on X after India
suffered their heaviest defeat in
terms of runs in the second test
on Wednesday.

Head coach Gautam Gambhir
was even booed in Guwahati af-
ter overseeing India’s fifth defeat
in their last seven home tests.

“Once lions at home, now
lambs to the slaughter,” read a
headline in the Indian Express
newspaper.

For a generation India had
remained, in former Australia
captain Steve Waugh’s words,
the “final frontier”, where home
spinners routinely dismantled
touring teams on turning tracks.

“Teams used to be scared to
come to India to play test crick-
et,” player-turned-commentator
Dinesh Karthik said on social
media. “Now they must be lick-
ing their lips.

“These are tough times for In-

Head worried
about firing up

England’s quicks

THEY CAN PUT A HOLE THROUGH ME, THEY BOWL 150 CLICKS

Reuters
Melbourne

ustralia’s Ashes match-

winner Travis Head said

he was wary of inciting

England’s fast bowlers
as he slogged his way to a stun-
ning century in the first test in
Perth.

Head’s brilliant 83-ball 123 as
a makeshift opener in the second
innings helped Australia seal an
eight-wicket win in two days and
give the hosts a1-0 lead.

He told Australian radio station
Triple M yesterday that he feared
he might make the English bowl-
ers angry with him too early in the
five-Test series.

“I'm also very realistic as well
that they had two blokes bowling
150 clicks,” Head said.

“I accidentally hit Jofra (Arch-
er) back over his head for six at
one point and calmly walked back
and marked centre and was like,
‘Oh my god, why did I just do

Australia’s Travis Head celebrates after reaching his century against England at Optus Stadium in Perth. (AFP)

that?’”

Head said he had to calm
batting partner Marnus La-
buschagne who got too excited
with his shot-making.

“Marnus came down and (he)
was like, ‘I know you’re trying to
act cool, but that’s unbelievable’
And he’s yelling and screaming,
and he’s hoo-hah-ing.

“And I'm like, ‘Mate, get back
to the other end, at any moment
they can put a hole through me,
they bowl 150 clicks?”

Head said he was touched to

get a congratulatory text mes-
sage from former Australia wick-
etkeeper Adam Gilchrist who
scored the fastest Ashes cen-
tury with a 57-ball century at the
WACA in 2006.

Head reached his hundred in
69 balls, the second fastest.

“He messaged me and said,
‘Well done! He was very proud,’
said Head.

“I messaged him back and said,
‘How the hell did you do it quick-
er? In 50-odd balls?’

“He said he got a very tight at-

tack on a very hot day in Perth”
England’s light preparations for
the series have drawn criticism,
as has their decision to not send
any of their Perth 11 for practice
in a two-day pink ball match
against the Prime Minister’s XI
side in Canberra.

The second Test at the Gabba,
which starts December 4, will be
a day-night Test with the pink
ball.

Head said he could see why
England had chosen not to bother
with the Canberra match.

“You can either ... change the
script and say, ‘We're going to
train} or you can double down and
go, ‘Nup, we’ve had this planned
out, we know exactly how we
want to go for five tests}’ he said.

“You’ve got to respect the fact
they’ve been a bloody good team,
and I reckon they’ve got their
plans ... and they’re doubling
down.

“Credit to them, they’re going
to live by the sword or die by the
sword, and we’ll see where we’re
at in Brisbane.”

diain test cricket and tough deci-
sions might have to be taken.”

INDIA APPEAR TO BE
GOING THROUGH
TRANSITION PHASE
India appear to be going through
a tough transition phase in the
wake of batting stalwarts Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma and off-
spinner Ravichandran Ashwin

ending their test careers.

One of India’s biggest con-
cerns is how spin is being used as
a weapon against them instead of
a weakness for them to exploit in
other teams.

The once familiar sight of
nimble-footed, whippy-wristed
Indian batters dominating spin
looks a distant memory, replaced
by the horror of watching South
Africa off-spinner Simon Harm-
er wreak havoc by taking 17 wick-
ets over the two Tests. The 201

runs India managed in Guwahati
was their highest innings total
in the series, and only two local
batters - Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Ravindra Jadeja — managed a fifty
in their four innings.

India played four spinners in
the first Test and three in the
second but were unable to unset -
tle the South Africa batters, who
had both the plan and the skill to
master turn.

However, captain Shubman
Gill, who missed the second Test
after suffering a neck injury in
the opener, said India would be
stronger for the setbacks.

“Calm seas don’t teach you
how to steer, it’s the storm that
forges steady hands,” he wrote on
social media.

“We’ll continue to believe in
each other, fight for each oth-
er, and move forward - rising
stronger.”

(comment |
Gavaskar calls for

‘post-mortem’ after
India Test debacle

AFP
New Delhi

atting great Sunil
Gavaskar has called for
a “post-mortem” into
India Test cricket after
their aura of home invincibility
was blown away by a second series
whitewash in 12 months.

South Africa inflicted a record
408-run defeat on India in the
second Test on Wednesday to take
the series 2-0.

It was India’s fifth defeat in their
last seven home Tests dating back
just over a year to New Zealand’s
3-0 sweep.

“You need to do a thorough
post-mortem as to areas that you
need to strengthen at the Test
level,” Gavaskar told TV channel
India Today.

“Bringinanoutsideperspective.”
“Take Ravi Shastri, Rahul Dravid -
your two earlier coaches. Take Anil
Kumble, Sourav Ganguly, Sachin
Tendulkar. Sit with them and for-
mulate for the next five years what
Indian cricket should be doing”

Head coach Gautam Gambhir
has come under severe criticism
for constantly changing the bat-
ting order. But Gavaskar defended
Gambhir, saying the players had to
take responsibility.

“He’s a coach) said Gavaskar.
“The coach can prepare a team.
But it’s out there in the middle that
the players have to deliver.

“If you're not prepared to give
him credit for the Champions Tro-
phy and the Asia Cup win, then
please tell me why you want to
blame him for the team out there
on that 22-yard strip not doing

well,” Gavaskar added.

India’s batting flopped in the se-
ries with their first innings total of
201 in Guwabhati their best against
an inspired South Africa spin at-
tack led by Simon Harmer.

The hosts lost the opening Test
inside three days in Kolkata and
in the second match mustered
only 140, chasing a mammoth 549
target on day five.“There was an
aura around the Indian team when
playing in India. You can see it
disappearing in the distance,” vet-
eran commentator Harsha Bhogle
wrote on X.

Former India wicketkeeper Di-
nesh Karthik said: “Teams used
to be scared of coming to India to
play Test cricket. Now they must
be licking their lips.

“A second whitewash in a span
of 12 months. These are tough
times for India in Test cricket, and
tough decisions might have to be
taken”

India last month registered a
home 2-0 series sweep against a
depleted West Indies after drawing
2-2in England in captain Shubman
Gill’s first series in charge after the
retirements of Virat Kohli and Ro-
hit Sharma.

FOCUS |
Retired pace ace Anderson expects England to
pick same side for the second Ashes Test

Reuters
Brisbane

ngland are unlikely to tinker with

their side for the second Ashes Test

against Australia starting in Brisbane

next week despite being thumped in
the opening match, their former fast bowler
James Anderson said.

England deployed a pace heavy attack in
Perth and bowled out the hosts for 132 in their
first innings, with skipper Ben Stokes picking
up five wickets, but they went on lose the ex-
traordinary clash inside two days.

A Travis Head knock in the second innings
took the sting out of the tourists’ bowling unit
with the Australia opener scoring the only
century of the match to script an eight-wicket
win.

“The all-pace attack 100% worked in the
first innings. We landed a few blows,” Eng-
land’s all-time leading Test wicket-taker An-
derson said on the BBC’s Tailenders podcast.

“I think that will be in their heads and I
would not be surprised at all if we went with
the same side.

“I just wonder whether we lack a nuance
with a bit of something different and a change
of pace, whether that is a spinner or a slightly

different pacer” Australia’s pacemen tore
through England’s batting order twice to set
up a modest chase of 205, which they com-
pleted late on day two, and Anderson said the
bowling unit became more predictable as the
match progressed.

“Head knew they were bowling short, so he
just sat on the back foot and hit his areas,” the
43-year-old added.

“There was no frontline spinner to just bowl
four overs and change the pace of the game
and make it slightly different for Head and
give him something else to think about”

England have won only three series in Aus-
tralia in the last 50 years, the last in 2010-11.
They have not won a single test match Down
Under since.

PERTH’S TWO-DAY ASHES TEST PITCH
GIVEN HIGHEST POSSIBLE RATING
The Perth Stadium pitch that hosted the first
Ashes Test was rated yesterday as “very good”
by the International Cricket Council despite

the game finishing inside two days.

Under the governing body’s four-tier rating
system “very good” is the highest possible,
characterising a pitch with “good carry, lim-
ited seam movement, and consistent bounce
early in the match”

This, the ICC said, allowed “for a balanced

contest between batters and bowlers” Aus-
tralia took a 1-0 lead in the five-match series
with an eight-wicket win in a frantic Test that
saw 19 wickets fall on day one.

England were skittled for 172 with Mitchell
Starc taking 7-58 before Australia collapsed to
be 121-9 at stumps.

Day two saw another flurry of wickets as
England were bowled out for 164 before Travis
Head’s incredible 123 off 83 balls guided Aus-
tralia to victory.

Cricket Australia’s head of cricket James
Allsopp said the rating justified “our belief
Perth Stadium produced a pitch that provided
a fair balance between bat and ball”,

“The dominance of some brilliant pace
bowling from both sides and the frenetic na-
ture of the contest meant the match lasted
only two days,” he added.

‘DISAPPOINTING FOR FANS HOLDING
TICKETS’

“This was disappointing for fans holding tick-
ets for days three and four, but we saw some
incredible moments which captivated huge
viewing audiences and will inspire even more
kids to pick up a bat and ball this summer”

The day-night second Test begins in Bris-
bane on December 4, with the wicket at the
Gabba also traditionally fast and bouncy.

Chameerasparkles as
Sri Lankabeat Pakistan

Sri Lanka’s fast bowler Dushmantha Chameera appeals during a Tri-
Nation series T20l match against Pakistan at the Rawalpindi Cricket
Ground in Rawalpindi yesterday. Chameera picked up 4 wickets for
20 off his four overs as Sri Lanka won by 6 runs while defending a

total of 184 after batting first. Pakistan ended with 178 for 7 wickets.
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Aeon's Aegis claims Thoroughbred Derby Trial

A+ Sl - -
Jockey Soufiane Saadi guided Aeon’s Aegis to the Thoroughbred Derb

yesterday. PICTURES: Juhaim

By Sports Reporter
Doha

heikh Abdul Rahman bin

Rashid al-Thani’s Aeon’s

Aegis closed the card with

a commanding display in
the Thoroughbred Derby Trial
for three-year-olds over 2100m,
securing his second win in three
starts in the season.

FOOTBALL

At Al Uqgda Racecourse yester-
day, the three-year-old-gelding
trained by Mohammed al-Ghazali
was settled patiently before Sou-
fiane Saadi unleashed him in the
home straight.

Aeon’s Aegis swept past his ri-
vals one by one, hitting the front
100m from the line with a blaz-
ing turn of foot to score impres-
sively by five lengths, giving Saadi
a quick-fire double to conclude the

y Trial win at the Al Uqgda Racecourse

evening. Rashid Saed Adiba, Head
of QREC Racing Operations Sec-
tion, crowned the winners.

Mureb made his second start
of the season with a hard-fought
victory in the Purebred Arabian
Derby Trial for four-year-olds over
2100m.

The grey gelding, owned by
Wathnan Racing and trained by
Alban de Mieulle, was produced
late by Soufiane Saadi and surged

Wathnan Racing’s Mureb on way to winning th

right on the line to secure the win
by the narrowest of margins in a
finish that kept everyone on edge.
Mac’zoom Al Shahania ran a brave
race to take second, while the re-
sult sealed a third triumph in the
evening for the winning connec-
tions.

Zah'ran Al Shahania remained
unbeaten with another polished
performance, winning the Na-
tional Derby Trial for four-year-

PSV Eindhoven

add to Liverpool
woes with 4-1 win

Driouech scores twice, Perisic and Til also net goals for PSV

Reuters
Liverpool

iverpool’s miserable sea-

son hit another low on

Wednesday when they

slumped to a 4-1 defeat to
PSV Eindhoven in the Champions
League, their first loss in their last
14 games at Anfield in the group
stage of Europe’s elite competi-
tion.

Couhaib Driouech bagged a
double, while Ivan Perisic - from
the penalty spot - and Guus Til
also scored to leave PSV 15th in
the Champions League table with
eight points. Liverpool, who have
lost nine of their last 12 games
across all competitions, dropped
to 13th on nine points.

The Reds got off to the worst
possible start when a bizarre
handball from captain Virgil van
Dijk led to a PSV penalty in the
sixth minute, with Perisic send-
ing Giorgi Mamardashvili the
wrong way and slotting home.

The goal seemed to spark Liv-
erpool into life and Dominik Szo-
boszlai tapped in a leveller in the
16th minute after keeper Matej
Kovar saved Cody Gakpo’s shot
but palmed the ball into the path
of the Hungarian.

Til restored PSV’s lead in the
56th minute with a perfectly
timed run on to Mauro Junior’s
through ball and just ahead of
Milos Kerkez to poke it into the
net past Mamardashvili. Substi-
tute Driouech gave PSV a two-
goal cushion in the 73rd after
Ricardo Pepi launched a shot off
the post and Driouech stroked in
the rebound.

Driouech completed his dou-
ble in injury time when he easily
tapped home a cross from Sergino
Dest.

“We went one-nil down but
until halftime I thought we
played a very good game,” Liver-

pool manager Arne Slot told TNT
Sports. “At halftime, I don’t think
anyone expected us to lose this
game 4-1”

Liverpool had been hoping the
European match could provide
relief from their miserable do-
mestic campaign as they had won
three of their first four Champi-
ons League games to put them-
selves in position for a top-eight
finish and a berth in the knockout
rounds.

They had 26 attempts to nine
for the visitors on Wednesday,
including a Van Dijk header that
hit the underside of the crossbar.
Gakpo also missed a sitter from
the back post and Hugo Ekitike
was denied by a fine save from
Kovar.

And then instead, five minutes

i -
PSV Eindhoven’s Croatian forward (5) Ivan Perisic (right) celebrates scoring the opening goal from the

penalty spot during the UEFA Champions League match against Liverpool at Anfield in Liverpool, north
west England on Wednesday. (AFP)

—

But the Reds looked nothing headded.
like the team who roared to the
Premier League title last sea- RESULTS
son and countless disgruntled InLimassol: Pafos (CYP) 2
fans left before the final whistle = Monaco (FRA) 2

sounded on another loss, with
Liverpool having already lost
more games at Anfield this season
than they did during the entire
2024-2025 campaign.

“The only way is to go through
it. We have to face where we are
and fight really hard;” a despond-
ent Slot said. “It would help if we
don’t always get the same blow of
conceding (an early) goal, because
it’s not just the goal, it’s also the
feeling. “After 45 minutes, I think
everyone felt we should be ahead.

after halftime, we concede again,”

In Copenhagen: FC Copenhagen
(DEN) 3 Kairat Almaty (KAZ) 2

In London: Arsenal (ENG) 3
Bayern Munich (GER) 1

In Madrid: Atletico Madrid (ESP)
2 Inter Milan (ITA) 1

In Frankfurt: Eintracht Frankfurt
(GER) O Atalanta (ITA) 3

In Liverpool: Liverpool (ENG) 1
PSV Eindhoven (NED) 4

In Piraeus, Greece: Olympiacos
(GRE) 3 Real Madrid (ESP) 4

In Paris: Paris Saint-Germain
(FRA) 5 Tottenham (ENG) 3

In Lisbon: Sporting Lisbon (POR)
3 Club Brugge (BEL) O

olds Local Purebred Arabians over
2100m. The bay gelding, owned
by North Racing, travelled promi-
nently throughout before quicken-
ing in the final 300m to assert his
authority and win by 12 lengths.
Following his winning debut last
week, he made it two from two and
completed a quick-fire double on
the evening for trainer Hamad al-
Jehani and jockey Pierre Charles
Boudot.

s T : e
e Purebred Arabian Derby Trial in a hard fought race yesterday.

Blessed Star broke her maid-
en in style in the Thoroughbred
Oaks Trial for three-year-old fil-
lies over 2100m. Representing Al
Falah Stud, the bay filly travelled
smoothly before digging deep in
the final 100m to win a three-way
battle by 14 lengths. Trained by
Hamad al-Jehani — who secured
the Oaks title for a second straight
year—she was guided to victory by
Boudot.

CHESS |
Qatar conclude Kuwait

trip with three medals

By Sports Reporter
Doha

he Qatar national chess

team has concluded its

participation in the Arab

Championship held in Ku-
wait. The event, supervised by the
Arab Chess Federation (ACF), fea-
tured 87 male and female players
from 18 Arab nations.

The Qatari team’s campaign
ended with a haul of two gold
medals — won by Zhu Chen in the
Women’s Rapid and Blitz competi-
tions — and a bronze medal won by
Hussein Aziz in the Blitz category.

Women’s Rapid Chess: Zhu
Chen claimed first place in the
general standings, accumulat-
ing 8.5 points over 9 rounds. She
outperformed Jordan’s Ruba al-
Qudah, who took second place
with 6.5 points, while the UAE’s
Wafia Darwish al-Maamari came
in third with 6 points to take the
bronze. Jordan’s Bushra al-Shaibi
placed fourth with 6 points, trail-
ing on tie-break moves alongside
Kuwait’s Amani al-Azmi. Qatari
player Ghada al-Khulaifi finished
in 17th place with 4 points.

Women’s Blitz Chess: Zhu
Chen also dominated the Blitz
competition, securing first place
with a perfect score of 9 points
from 9 rounds. Jordan’s Ruba al-
Qudah again took second with
7 points, followed by Algeria’s
Lina Nasr in third with 6.5 points.
Ghada al-Khulaifi finished in 16th
place with 2 points.

Men’s Blitz Chess: Interna-
tional Master Hussein Aziz se-
cured a tied third place with 7
points, taking home the bronze.
Hamad al-Kuwari finished 28th
with 4 points.

Men’s Rapid Chess: Hussein
Aziz placed 16th with 4.5 points.
Hamad al-Kuwari also finished

with 4.5 points, placing 19th due to
tie-break differences.

Mohammed al-Mudahka,
President of the Qatar Chess As-
sociation and Vice-President of
the ACF, expressed his happiness
with the team’s medal haul, not-
ing that the participation provided
valuable experience through com-
petition against various schools of
chess.

Participating in the award cer-
emony, al-Mudahka emphasised
the importance of partnership and
co-operation among national fed-
erations in the Arab world.

He highlighted the need to ex-
pand the player base across differ-
ent age groups to prepare new gen-
erations equipped with the mental
skills and technical abilities re-
quired to achieve prominence
in continental and international
tournaments. He noted that ACF
will continue to support efforts to
develop the game, creating a uni-
fied environment for excellence
and innovation.

He concluded by stating that
this championship represents a
significant milestone on the Arab
chess map, contributing to the
development of the game and
strengthening ties between the
participating delegations.

Watching from the sidelines,
al-Mudahka saw more than just
medals. As he helped hand out
the awards during the ceremony,
he saw the future. He spoke not
just of the victories of today, but
of the bridges being built between
nations. “This is about more than
just a game,” al-Mudahka reflected
as the tournament closed. “It is
about creating a unified Arab envi-
ronment for excellence.”

As the lights dimmed in Kuwait,
the Qatari team returned home,
their luggage heavier with gold and
bronze, and their minds sharpened
for the next move.

GoF
Spain’s Sebastian Garcia in charge as hail halts Australian PGA Championship

AFP
Brisbane, Australia

pain’s unheralded Sebastian Garcia

held a two-stroke lead with three

holes to play when a hailstorm

forced an early end to day one of

the Australian PGA Championship in Bris-
bane yesterday.

The world number 418 was seven-under

par after 15 holes of the first event of the DP
World Tour’s 2026 season when the storm
hit Royal Queensland Golf Club, which will
host the golf events at the 2032 Olympics.
Garcia, a 36-year-old journeyman who
has four wins on Europe’s developmental
tours, was two clear of Australian Daniel
Gale who had a hole-in-one at the par-
three 11th to win himself a new BMW on
his way to being five-under after 12 holes.
A group of morning starters finished

at four-under par 67 to share the club-
house lead, including two-time US PGA
Tour winner Ryan Fox from New Zealand,
Australian Anthony Quayle, China’s Ding
Wenyi and Finland’s Tapio Pulkkanen.

Quayle summoned Tiger Woods’ former
caddie Steve Williams to work for him this
week and at next week’s Australian Open.

He began from the 10th and made bird-
ies at the 15th and 17th before adding two
more at the first and sixth.

Quayle said 62-year-old New Zealander
Williams added a layer of certainty over
every shot. “There was no room at all for
any doubt, it just didn’t seem to creep into
my mind any time I made a little bit of a
mistake,” he said of having Williams on
the bag. “I've strung together a few top
tens and top fives recently and the game
feels really good without being great, and
I’'m hoping that Steve can just bring part
of that missing ingredient for me these

next couple weeks.” LIV golfer Sebastian
Munoz from Colombia and Australia’s Jye
Pickin were also four-under but were un-
able to complete their rounds.

There was a logjam at three-under, in-
cluding former Masters champion Adam
Scott and PGA Tour winner Min Woo Lee,
the 2023 Australian PGA champion.

Scott began his round at 6.10am and
posted a 68 featuring five birdies and two
bogeys.
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Verstappentogo-allin’ashe
hunts for Qatar GP hat-trick

Red Bull driver admits overcoming the 24-point deficit to championship leader Norris is unlikely

Red Bull's Max Verstappen (left) and Aston Martin’s Fernando Alonso arrive at the Lusail International Circuit paddock yesterday,
ahead of the Formula One Qatar Grand Prix.

By Sahan Bidappa
Doha

usail International Circuit has of-

ten suited McLaren, but Max Ver-

stappen has been untouchable in

Qatar, claiming pole position and
victory at the last two Grands Prix. This
weekend, the Red Bull driver will be chas-
ing a hat-trick of wins as the Formula One
world championship reaches boiling point
with just two races remaining.

Yet four-time consecutive world cham-
pion Verstappen knows better than most
that, even with a slice of luck, overcoming
the 24-point deficit to McLaren’s Lando
Norris is unlikely.

Despite being disqualified alongside
McLaren teammate and title rival Oscar
Piastri after finishing second at last Sun-
day’s Las Vegas Grand Prix, Norris arrives
in Qatar as favourite to lift his first cham-
pionship and secure McLaren’s first team-
and-driver double since Mika Hakkinen’s
triumph in 1998. The 26-year-old Briton
needs only to outscore his rivals by two
points to leave Qatar as champion on Sun-

(Focus ]
Lusail International Circuit hosts fans and
community pro;

day night. “Ready! See what happens. It is
the same, I feel the same as last week,” said
Verstappen yesterday, when asked about
his chances.

“Yes, it is closer. Ideally I would have
loved to have had it even more closely, of
course we’ll try our best. All in, and hope-
fully we can make it exciting to the end”

The Dutchman enters the penultimate
round just 24 points behind Norris, thanks
tohis Las Vegas victory and the subsequent
disqualification of both McLaren drivers.
Since a disappointing ninth-place finish at
the Hungarian Grand Prix in August, Ver-
stappen has claimed four wins from eight
races, reached the podium in the others,
and slashed a 104 -point deficit to previous
championship leader Piastri, with the pair
now level on 366 points.

With two Grands Prix and a Sprint re-
maining, there are a total of 58 points
on offer with Verstappen having been
the form driver in the latter stages of
the season. “Something that I definitely
wouldn’t have expected but here we are,”
Verstappen reflected.

“I think we have had a very strong end
to the season, much happier with that and

By Sports Reporter
Doha

usail International Circuit (LIC) geared
up for the Formula 1 Qatar Airways Qa-
tar Grand Prix, with preparations com-
pleted ahead of an exhilarating race

weekend.

I guess also we’ve been helped a little bit
with certain things. Results, crashes, dis-
qualifications. We should not forget that
I guess but I’'m happy. Naturally I would
have liked a bit of a better first half but
that’s something that you can’t change.
We'll just try to focus on the last two races
and try to do the best we can”

Verstappen also welcomed McLaren’s
decision not to implement team orders in
support of Norris, ahead of the three-way
fight for the drivers’ title. “You can’t do a
better job than allowing them to race, be-
cause why would you suddenly now say
that Oscar wouldn’t be allowed to race him
(Norris) anymore,” Verstappen said.

“If you're a real winner and a racer, as
a driver, then you go for it, even if you are
behind. I mean, otherwise, what is the
point in turning up? Otherwise, you can
just easily label yourself as a number two
driver, which I think he (Piastri) doesn’t
want to be. For me, I know that I am equal
on points with Oscar and a lot still needs
to goright, but I think it should be like that
- that they are free to race and hopefully,
we can make it a great battle until the end,’
he added.

grammes ahead of Qatar GP

‘Relaxed’ Norris raring to go in Qatar
after Las Vegas disqualification

Doha: Lando Norris insisted he was
feeling calm and composed ahead of the
Qatar Grand Prix where he could win his
first drivers’ world championship title.

Unperturbed by the double disqualifica-
tion of himself and McLaren teammate
and title rival Oscar Piastri in Las Vegas
last weekend, the 26-year-old Briton told
reporters at the Lusail Circuit he was com-
pletely at ease ahead of this weekend’s
showdown.

“I feel as relaxed now as | was before
when | was 35 points behind and | feel the
same when I'm 24 points ahead,” Norris
said. “For now, that’s my strength. It feels
the same to me now as before Mexico
when | wasn’'t leading and in Austin.”

Norris, who needs only to out-score
Piastri and defending four-time champion
Max Verstappen of Red Bull by two points
to win the title this weekend, made light
of the pressures of expectation and the
Dutchman’s fightback. “We’ve treated him
as a threat the whole year even when he
was a few more points behind,” he said of
Verstappen, who was 104 points behind in
the title race at the end of August, but is
now level with Piastri - 24 behind Norris.

“We treat him as a threat because we
know what he’s capable of, we know what
Red Bull is capable of - so therefore noth-
ing changes now because he’s still the
threat he’s always been through the whole
year.” Norris conceded that his disqualifi-
cation in Las Vegas had hurt, but said he
and the team had dealt with it and moved
on. “We all felt let down by the result and
we were all disappointed, but actually |
found it was quite easy to move on and
have a few days off - and then come into
this weekend,” he explained.

Piastri appeared to be equally calm, but
made it very clear that as things stood

he had no intention of abandoning his
own bid for glory in favour of helping his
McLaren team-mate. “We’ve had a very
brief discussion on it and the answer is
no,” the Australian said. “I'm still equal on
points with Max and I've got a decent shot
of still winning it if things go my way. So,
yeah, that’s how we’ll play it.”

McLaren team chief Andrea Stella
explained that the disqualification of
both cars, for excessive wear of the skid
blocks, was a result of an unexpected
level of “porpoising... exacerbated by the
conditions” in Nevada. “We knew we were
having a lot more issues than we ever
expected during the race,” Norris said.
“Maybe it would have hurt more if we won
the race, but we didn’t so it doesn’t change
anything... There’s no point being too sad
about it. 'm excited to go again this week-
end. It doesn’t change anything. | want to
try and win here in Qatar and to win in Abu
Dhabi. It sucks, but that’s life sometimes.”

McLaren team boss Andrea Stella has
insisted both drivers will be supported
equally until one is mathematically out
of contention. Yesterday, Piastri con-
firmed McLaren had discussed team
orders briefly, in favour of Norris, and
decided against them. “I'm still equal
on points with Max and I've got a decent
shot of still winning it, if things go my
way. So, yeah, that’s how we play it,” the
Australian said.

Returning to circuits and conditions

that suit him, Piastri can still produce a
performance to lift himself back into seri-
ous contention on a fast and flowing track
where Pirelli has mandated two pit-stops
due to heavy tyre wear. Each set of tyres
will be limited to 25 laps, a scenario likely
to produce unexpected tactics

Such variables could allow Mercedes
or Ferrari to upset predictions and leave
the three title contenders heading to next
weekend’s season finale in Abu Dhabi for
a showdown where the winner takes all.

spoTLiGHT
Lusail International
Circuit celebrates
double win at Qatar
Tourism Awards

By Sports Reporter
Doha

Abdulaziz Ali al-Mohannadi,
CEO of Lusail International Cir-
cuit. “Hosting the Qatar Grand

Prix not only delivers thrilling

Yesterday, F1 enthusiasts experienced the
iconic Pit Lane Walk, offering them an immer-
sive view of the teams’ garages, pitstops and op-
portunities to interact with drivers and teams.

Additionally, with inclusivity and commu-
nity engagement at the heart of LIC, an acces-
sibility friendly pit lane walk in collaboration
with Qatar Foundation also took place. This
special session welcomed students (accom-
panied with chaperones and family members)
from Warif Academy, Renad Academy, and
Awsaj Academy, including children who have
diverse abilities and additional learning needs.

Ferrari’s Lewis Hamilton made a special ap-
pearance where children had the chance to meet
him, ask questions and get their autograph.
This once in a lifetime opportunity offered the
students an enriching and engaging experience,
allowing them to connect closely with one of
the sport’s most iconic drivers while creating
memorable moments that encouraged confi-
dence, inclusivity, and a deeper understanding
of the world of Formula 1.

Today, Practice 1 and Sprint Qualifying will
be held with Sprint Race and Qualifying sched-
uled for tomorrow, and the main Grand Prix on
Sunday under the iconic LIC lights. Adding to
the excitement, the weekend’s post-race con-
certs at the Lusail Live Stage will feature Seal
today, Cheb Khaled tomorrow, and Metallica on
Sunday.

For those attending, the circuit gates open
from 12pm to 10pm today, with the fan forum
being a favourite among attendees. Beginning in
the afternoon, it allows fans to interact directly
with F1 drivers. The Lusail Live Stage will light
up with performances including Seal’s from
9pm, with gates opening at 8:30pm.

Ticket holders are reminded that compli-
mentary Metro passes are available for redemp-
tion at the goldclub office at any Doha Metro
station or selected Lusail Tram stations. The

Ferrari’s Lewis Hamilton made a special appearance where children had the chance to meet the

Briton, ask questions and get his autograph.

o |

Williams’ driver Carlos Sainz in the paddock yesterday.

Doha Metro will operate extended hours from
9am to 1:30am on Friday, with complimentary
shuttle services running from Lusail QNB Sta-

tion to the circuit. For the latest updates and
information, download the official LIC App or
visit the official website at lcsc.qa

usail International Cir-

cuit (LIC), Qatar’s pre-

mier motorsport venue,

announced its double
triumph at the third edition of
the Qatar Tourism Awards. Last
year’s Formula 1 Qatar Grand
Prix, hosted at LIC from No-
vember 29 to December 1 has
won awards in two prestigious
categories: Premier Sport Event
of the Year under World Class
Events, and Outstanding Desti-
nation Campaign under Digital
Footprint.

These accolades, presented
in partnership with the World
Tourism Organisation (UN Tour-
ism), recognise the exceptional
contributions of Qatar’s tourism
and hospitality leaders.

Selected from over 1,160 sub-
missions and evaluated by a dis-
tinguished jury of local and in-
ternational experts, the awards
highlight innovations that el-
evate Qatar as a top tier destina-
tion. The Qatar Grand Prix 2024
stood out for its unparalleled
sporting spectacle and its in-
novative digital campaigns that
captivated global audiences,
showcasing Qatar’s vibrant tour-
ism landscape.

“This double win is a testa-
ment to the hard work and dedi-
cation of our entire team at Lu-
sail International Circuit, as well
as our partners at Qatar Tour-
ism and Formula 1. We are truly
grateful to the global community
that made this possible,” said

on track action but also positions
Qatar as a hub for international
events, blending high speed ex-
citement with cultural and tour-
istic experiences that draw visi-
tors from around the world.”

For LIC, these awards under-
score the circuit’s role in driving
Qatar’s tourism growth through
world class events and cutting-
edge digital engagement. The
recognition affirms LIC’s com-
mitment to excellence, innova-
tion, and sustainability, further
solidifying its status as a key
player in the global motorsport
and tourism arenas.

Abdulaziz Ali al-Mohannadi, CEO
of Lusail International Circuit,
receives the award at the third
edition of Qatar Tourism Awards.



	GT-SPORT-2811_P01
	GT-SPORT-2811_P02
	GT-SPORT-2811_P03
	GT-SPORT-2811_P04

