
NY elects leftist 
Mamdani mayor

Judges sceptical of 
Trump tariff  legality

US to share draft UN resolution on Gaza truce plan

Amir appoints 
envoy to Georgia

New Yorkers 
elected 
leftist Zohran 
Mamdani 
(pictured)
as their next 
mayor, while 
Democrats 
won two 
key state 

governor races sending an early 
warning signal to Republican 
President Donald Trump ahead 
of the 2026 midterms. The 
clean sweep among several 
ballots nationwide on Tuesday 
has boosted morale among 
Democrats bruised by Trump’s 
return to the White House and 
has set alarm bells ringing 
among Republican circles. 
Mamdani, 34, is the city’s first 
Muslim mayor and the youngest 
to serve in more than a century.

A majority of US Supreme 
Court justices appeared deeply 
sceptical of the legality behind a 
swath of Donald Trump’s tariff s, 
as they heard a landmark case 
yesterday that could uphold 
– or upend – the president’s 
economic agenda. Billions of 
dollars in customs revenue and 
a key lever in Trump’s trade wars 
are at stake, as the conservative-
dominated panel once again 
grappled with the Republican’s 
attempts to expand presidential 
powers. 

The United States will share a draft resolution on President Donald Trump’s peace plan for Gaza with the 10 
elected members of the United Nations Security Council, a US off icial said. Israel and the Palestinian group 
Hamas agreed a month ago to the first phase of Trump’s 20-point plan for Gaza: a ceasefire in their two-year 
war and hostage-release deal. The United States has drafted a UN Security Council resolution that would 
approve a two-year mandate for a Gaza transitional governance body and an international stabilisation force 
in the Palestinian enclave, according to the text seen by Reuters. A resolution needs at least nine votes in 
favour and no vetoes by Russia, China, the US, Britain or France to be adopted.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
issued yesterday Amiri Decision 
No. 53 of 2025 appointing Ali 
Yousef Abdulrahman al-Mulla 
as Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary to Georgia. 
The decision is eff ective starting 
from its date of issue, and is 
to be published in the off icial 
gazette. (QNA)
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His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani met yesterday at 

the Amiri Diwan with President of 
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
Asif Ali Zardari, on the occasion of 
his visit to the country to partici-
pate in the Second World Summit 
for Social Development.

At the outset of the meeting, His 
Highness the Amir welcomed the 
Pakistani president and the ac-
companying delegation, affi  rming 
Qatar’s keenness to strengthen the 
bonds of friendship and bilateral 

co-operation and advance mutual 
interests.

For his part, the Pakistani presi-
dent expressed his gratitude to His 
Highness the Amir for the warm 
reception and voiced his aspiration 
to deepen bilateral co-operation 
across all sectors and expand it for 
the benefi t of both nations.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed bilateral co-operation re-
lations between the two countries 
and ways to enhance and develop 
them in various fi elds. They also 
discussed the most prominent re-

gional and international issues and 
developments of common interest, 
in addition to exchanging views on 
key topics on the summit’s agenda.

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim al-Thani, HE the Chief 
of the Amiri Diwan Abdullah bin 
Mohammed al-Khulaifi , and a 
number of senior offi  cials attended 
the meeting. On the Pakistani side, 
it was attended by members of the 
offi  cial delegation accompanying 
the president. (QNA)

Amir, Pakistani president 
keen to expand relations

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar Foundation 
(QF), met with King Philippe of the Kingdom of Belgium yesterday at the QF 
Headquarters in Education City. His visit took place on the sidelines of his 
participation in the Second World Summit for Social Development, hosted in Doha. 
Her Highness accompanied the king on his tour that highlighted QF’s vision to 
advance education, research and innovation. They also visited Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University where they met with students who shared their academic experiences 
and spotlighted the Education City multiversity model, which connects QF 
students to a wider academic network of international partner universities and 
advances the exchange of knowledge and expertise. (QNA) Page 11

King Philippe tours QF  
with Sheikha Moza Cabinet hails Amir’s 

speech at 2nd WSSD

Qatar’s Cabinet, chaired by HE the 
Prime Minister and Minister of For-
eign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani, held its 
regular meeting yesterday at the Amiri Di-
wan, during which ministers praised His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani’s address at the opening of the Sec-
ond World Summit for Social Development 
2025 in Doha.

The Cabinet commended the Amir’s em-
phasis on Qatar’s commitment to social de-
velopment, human advancement, and the 
improvement of quality of life through edu-
cation, healthcare, economic empowerment, 
and social protection.

The Cabinet noted that His Highness’s 
address had expressed the aspirations of the 
world’s peoples for dignity, social justice, 
and equality, and conveyed the conscience of 
humanity in his references to the suff ering of 
Palestinians under brutal Israeli aggression, 
as well as his condemnation of the atrocities 

committed in the Sudanese city of El-Fashir. 
HH the Amir had called for a political resolu-
tion in Sudan that safeguards the country’s 
unity, sovereignty, and territorial integrity.

The Cabinet described social development 
as a vital necessity rather than a policy op-
tion.

Welcoming world leaders, senior offi  cials, 
and representatives of international and re-
gional organisations attending the summit, 
the Cabinet hailed the Doha Political Decla-
ration adopted at the conference. The dec-
laration reaffi  rmed the three pillars of social 
development — poverty eradication, full and 
productive employment and decent work for 
all, and social inclusion — and was described 
by the ministers as a roadmap for compre-
hensive and sustainable development.

Qatar’s hosting of the summit, the Cabinet 
added, underscores the country’s growing 
global standing and its constructive and pos-
itive role in promoting peace, development, 
and the defence of human rights. Page 4

HE the CEO of the Qatar Media Corporation, Sheikh Khalid bin Abdulaziz bin Jassim al-Thani, met yes-
terday with Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of Near Eastern Aff airs, 
Edgar “Eddie” Vasquez, and Special Assistant to US President and Assistant Communications Director 
for Special Projects in the White House, Dylan Johnson. Discussions focused on bilateral co-operation 
and sharing expertise in the area of media communication and co-ordination between the two countries 
in the pursuit of supporting and advancing the shared media content. (QNA)

QMC CEO meets US officials
UN unveils global initiative to
support youth mental health
By Joseph Varghese 
Staff  Reporter 

The United Nations yester-
day launched a new global 
initiative focused on youth 

mental health on the margins of 
the Second World Summit for So-
cial Development held in Doha.

The initiative intends to bolster 
the cognitive and psychologi-
cal well-being of young people, 
enabling them to confront the 
mounting challenges in a world 
characterised by uncertainty and 
rapid development.

Briefi ng the media about the 
salient features of the initiative, 
Felipe Paullier, assistant secre-
tary-general for Youth Aff airs at 
the United Nations Youth Offi  ce 
said the initiative was launched at 
the summit as it was linked with 
social development.

“It is just the start of something 
very big. We believe that when we 
are talking about mental health, 
well-being, it is really about social 
development and it is really about 
the societies we are shaping. And 
this summit is really about renew-

ing hope, rebuilding trust, and 
that starts by building communi-
ties that embed care, connection, 
and compassion in our social fab-
ric,” said Paullier. He was accom-
panied at the press conference by 
Tanatswa Chikaura, young leader 
for the SDGs and mental health 
advocate and founder of Ndinewe 
Foundation.

Paullier noted that young peo-
ple are not only demanding better 
mental health support and care, 
they are demanding transforming 
the systems and inclusion.

“For too long, mental health 
has been understood primarily 

as a medical issue. But for young 
people, the absence of illness does 
not mean that they are well. Well-
being is about much more than a 
treatment. It’s about dignity, it’s 
about belonging, and it’s about 
living with purpose and connec-
tion,” he elaborated.

He highlighted that true progress 
requires to shift from narrow focus-
es on treating symptoms to build-
ing systems that nurture inclusion, 
creativity, and care in the schools, 
at the workplaces, in the communi-
ties, and in the digital space.

“And this is even more impor-
tant at this time of history, where 
young people are navigating a 
time of profound uncertainty, liv-
ing within economic instability, 
within confl ict, within raising in-
equalities, climate anxiety, and a 
digital culture that often amplifi es 
isolation instead of connection,” 
he continued.

Paullier said that WHO atlas 
on mental health shows that one 
in seven young people live with a 
mental health condition and sui-
cide remains as one of the leading 
causes of death among young peo-
ple. To Page 6

Felipe Paullier and Tanatswa 
Chikaura at the launch of the UN 
Youth Mental Health Initiative. 
PICTURE: Shaji Kayamkulam
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Cabinet hails Amir’s address 
at WSSD2, Doha Declaration
Qatar’s Cabinet, chaired by 

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrah-
man bin Jassim al-Thani, held its 
weekly meeting yesterday at the 
Amiri Diwan, during which min-
isters praised His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani’s address at the opening 
of the Second World Summit for 
Social Development (WSSD2) 2025 
in Doha.

In a statement following the 
session, HE the Minister of Justice 
and Minister of State for Cabinet 
Aff airs Ibrahim bin Ali al-Mohan-
nadi said the Cabinet commended 
the Amir’s emphasis on Qatar’s 
commitment to social develop-
ment, human advancement, and 
the improvement of quality of life 
through education, healthcare, 

economic empowerment, and so-
cial protection.

The Cabinet noted that His 
Highness’s address had expressed 
the aspirations of the world’s 
peoples for dignity, social jus-
tice, and equality, and conveyed 
the conscience of humanity in his 
references to the suff ering of Pal-
estinians under the brutal Israeli 
aggression, as well as his condem-
nation of the atrocities committed 
in the Sudanese city of El-Fashir. 
His Highness the Amir had called 
for a political resolution in Su-
dan that safeguards the country’s 
unity, sovereignty, and territorial 
integrity.

The ministers also highlighted 
that the Amir’s election as Chair 
of the World Summit for Social 
Development refl ected Qatar’s 
strategic partnership with the UN 

and its steadfast commitment to 
international solidarity and multi-
lateral co-operation. The Cabinet 
described social development as a 
vital necessity rather than a policy 
option.

Welcoming world leaders, sen-
ior offi  cials, and representatives of 
international and regional organi-
sations attending the summit, the 
Cabinet hailed the Doha Political 
Declaration adopted at the confer-
ence. 

The declaration reaffi  rmed the 
three pillars of social develop-
ment — poverty eradication, full 
and productive employment and 
decent work for all, and social in-
clusion — and was described by the 
ministers as a roadmap for com-
prehensive and sustainable devel-
opment.

Qatar’s hosting of the summit, 

the Cabinet added, underscores 
the country’s growing global 
standing and its constructive and 
positive role in promoting peace, 
development, and the defence of 
human rights.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet ap-
proved a draft law amending cer-
tain provisions of Law No 6 of 2014 
regulating real estate develop-
ment. The amendment, proposed 
by the Ministry of Municipality, 
aims to strengthen urban planning 
and sustainable development. 

Under the new framework, ex-
ecutive procedures related to the 
subdivision of real estate under 
development projects will be as-
signed to the Ministry of Munici-
pality, while the Real Estate Regu-
latory Authority will continue to 
oversee project approvals.

The Cabinet also endorsed a 

draft decision by the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry adopt-
ing the Gulf Technical Regulation 
for Electric Vehicles as a Qatari 
technical standard. The measure, 
prepared in co-ordination with 
the Qatar General Organisation for 
Standardisation, supports envi-
ronmental sustainability, the re-
duction of carbon emissions, and 
enhanced safety in the electric ve-
hicle sector.

In addition, the Cabinet ap-
proved several MoUs, including a 
political consultation framework 
between Qatar’s Ministry of For-
eign Aff airs and the Ministry of 
Foreign Aff airs of Guatemala; a 
partnership agreement between 
the Qatar Fund for Development 
and the Asian Development Bank; 
and a co-operation and market-
ing MoU between Qatar Tourism 

and the Saudi Tourism Authority. 
The MoUs also include an agricul-
tural co-operation between Qa-
tar’s Ministry of Municipality and 
Greece’s Ministry of Rural Devel-
opment and Food; and a media co-
operation and news exchange be-
tween Qatar News Agency (QNA) 
and Uzbekistan’s National News 
Agency.

The Cabinet also reviewed a 
report prepared by relevant au-
thorities regarding a proposal from 
the Shura Council on family up-
bringing initiatives, and took ap-
propriate decisions on the matter. 
Yesterday’s meeting, which fol-
lowed the high-profi le social de-
velopment summit, refl ected the 
government’s ongoing eff orts to 
link Qatar’s domestic legislative 
reforms with its international di-
plomacy. (QNA)

Doha Declaration: Comprehensive aff ordable health coverage for all communities

The Doha Political Decla-
ration, issued during the 
Second World Summit for 

Social Development held in Doha, 
affi  rmed the right of every individ-
ual to enjoy the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental 
health. 

The declaration emphasised the 
commitment to achieving univer-
sal health coverage, ensuring eq-
uitable, inclusive, and aff ordable 

access to the highest possible level 
of physical and mental health and 
well-being for all.

It called for harnessing safe, ac-
cessible, inclusive, equitable, and 
aff ordable digital health technolo-
gies that enhance public health 
monitoring and enable personal-
ised care, including through tele-
medicine, contributing to fair ac-
cess to healthcare services. The 
declaration urged the strengthen-

ing of international co-operation 
in technology transfer under mu-
tually agreed terms, alongside the 
enhancement of resilient, com-
prehensive, and sustainable health 
systems and infrastructure.

It stressed the need to accelerate 
progress toward universal health 
coverage, particularly in develop-
ing countries, while recognising 
that digital health interventions 
are not a substitute for function-

ing health systems and have sig-
nifi cant limitations. Furthermore, 
the declaration highlighted the 
importance of reinforcing health 
system resilience and ensuring eq-
uitable access to medicines, vac-
cines, diagnostics, treatments, and 
other safe, aff ordable, eff ective, 
and quality health products and 
technologies, thereby guarantee-
ing healthy lives and promoting 
well-being for present and future 

generations. It also emphasised 
improving health equity for per-
sons with disabilities and enhanc-
ing mental health services. The 
document called for mobilising in-
novative and sustainable funding 
sources at both national and inter-
national levels, including public-
private partnerships, to secure ad-
equate social spending. This aims 
to expand access to health services, 
strengthen integrated and resilient 

health systems that are inclusive, 
aff ordable, and universally acces-
sible. Finally, the declaration un-
derscored the need to ensure pre-
vention, preparedness, and strong 
response capacities for future 
pandemics and health emergen-
cies, including by boosting local, 
national, and regional production 
capacities, infrastructure, and lo-
gistics for medicines, vaccines, 
and diagnostics. (QNA)

QNA attends 
China-Arab states  
broadcasting 
co-operation forum
Qatar News Agency (QNA) has 
taken part in the 7th China-
Arab States Broadcasting and 
Television Co-operation Forum, 
held in Chongqing, China. Held 
under the theme ‘Dialogue 
Between Chinese and Arab 
Civilisations: Mutual Learning in 
Audio-Visual Media Innovation’, 
the forum will continue until 
today. Director of Foreign Media 
Aff airs at QNA, Noura al-Hajri, 
is representing the agency at 
the forum. Deputy Head of the 
Publicity Department of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee and Head of 
the National Radio and Television 
Administration, Cao Shumin, 
opened the forum. Shumin 
underscored the importance of 
reinforcing media collaboration 
between China and Arab 
countries and sharing expertise 
in the areas of innovation and 
cutting-edge technologies in 
audio-visual media. In recorded 
remarks during the opening 
ceremony, Secretary-General of 
the Arab League Ahmed Aboul 
Gheit extended his gratitude 
for China’s eff orts in cementing 
media and cultural ties with Arab 
nations, commending its growing 
role in supporting civilisational 
dialogue between the two sides. 
The forum broadly aims to 
explore avenues for co-operation 
between Arab and Chinese 
media institutions, in addition 
to prospects for partnership in 
the field of joint production and 
programmatic and technical 
exchange, contributing to 
enriching the media landscape 
and promoting understanding 
among peoples. (QNA)
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Foreign ministry organises side event on role of women in peacebuilding

QNA
Doha

The Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 
organised a side event yesterday 
on women’s role in peacebuild-

ing: voices from the Arab region, on the 
sidelines of the Second World Summit 
for Social Development, held in Doha. 
In her remarks, HE Director of Inter-
national Organisations Department at 
the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Sheikha 
Hanouf bint Abdulrahman al-Thani 
highlighted the importance that Qatar 
attaches to strengthening the role of 
women in mediation and confl ict reso-
lution eff orts, and its commitment to 

the Women, Peace and Security (WPS) 
agenda. She noted that Qatar joined the 
UN secretary-general’s campaign last 
year, “Common Pledge for Women’s 
Full, Equal and Meaningful Participa-
tion in Peace Processes”.

Participants in the event included 
UN Under-Secretary-General and UN 
Women Executive Director Sima Ba-
hous; Minister of Social Development of 
the State of Palestine Dr Samah Hamad; 
and Assistant Foreign Minister for Hu-
man Rights Offi  ce of the State of Kuwait 
and a member of the Arab Network for 
Women Peace Mediators Jawaher al-
Sabah.

The event highlighted the experiences 
and contributions of Arab women peace 

mediators in the fi eld of confl ict pre-
vention and resolution in post-confl ict 
contexts, and refl ected on the successes 
and lessons learned from their partici-
pation at the local and regional levels.

Qatar, Algeria to enhance 
parliamentary relations
HE the Speaker of the Shura 

Council Hassan bin Abdul-
lah al-Ghanem met yesterday 

with Algeria’s Speaker of the Council 
of the Nation, Azzouz Nasri, who is 
in Doha to participate in the Second 
World Summit for Social Develop-
ment. 

At the outset of the meeting, HE 
al-Ghanem underscored the Shura 
Council’s commitment to boost-
ing parliamentary co-operation and 
sharing expertise with the Algerian 
Council of the Nation, contributing to 
backing the joint Arab action and uni-
fying positions pertaining to regional 
and global issues of common concern.

For his part, Nasri extended his 
thanks and gratitude to HE the Shura 
Council Speaker for the warm recep-
tion, emphasising that his country 
looks forward to further collaboration 
and co-ordination with Qatar in the 
parliamentary, economic, and cultural 
fields. He praised Doha’s key role in 
supporting dialogue and understand-
ing, as well as reinforcing stability and 
development in the region.

The Algerian Speaker further laud-
ed Qatar’s enduring positions in sup-
porting the Palestinian people, along 
with its humanitarian and diplomatic 
efforts to halt the aggression and lift 
the suffering of the civilians. These 
positions literally embody an initial 
approach that underpins the Qatari 

policy in espousing just causes, he un-
derlined. Both sides discussed bilat-
eral relations and ways to strengthen 
them, as well as a raft of subjects of 
shared interest, foremost among them 
the developments in the Gaza Strip, 
along with the profound, dire human-
itarian and political developments un-
folding there. 

The two sides also underlined the 
importance of concerted regional and 
global parliamentary efforts in sup-

porting the Palestinian people to re-
gain their legitimate rights, first and 
foremost, the establishment of their 
independent state on the 1967 borders 
with East Jerusalem as its capital.

They further stressed the importance 
of steadily moving forward the parlia-
mentary actions toward strengthening 
justice and peace, in addition to galva-
nising global positions that support ef-
forts to end the suff ering of civilians and 
achieve stability in the region. (QNA)
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Qatar’s development vision lauded

Albanian President Bajram 
Begaj has commended the 
comprehensive develop-

ment vision pursued by Qatar un-
der the leadership of His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani, which has made Qatar a 
trusted partner at both the regional 
and international levels. 

He also praised His Highness’ 
role and eff orts in supporting peace 
and stability in the world.

President Begaj also expressed 
his country’s aspiration to expand 
co-operation with Qatar in the 
economic, cultural, and parlia-
mentary fi elds, emphasising that 
relations between the two coun-
tries are based on the principles of 
friendship, constructive co-oper-
ation, and mutual understanding 
regarding many regional and inter-
national issues.

This came during the visit of the 
Albania president and his accompa-
nying delegation to the Shura Coun-
cil yesterday, where they met with 

HE the Speaker of the Shura Council 
Hassan bin Abdullah al-Ghanem. 
HE al-Ghanem commended the ex-
isting relations between the Shura 
Council and the Albanian Parlia-
ment, emphasising the importance 
of strengthening parliamentary co-
operation and exchanging legisla-
tive expertise and experiences. This, 
he stated, contributes to supporting 
both countries’ eff orts to achieve 
sustainable development and en-

hances understanding between 
their peoples through parliamen-
tary diplomacy.

At the conclusion of the visit, 
President Begaj toured the Council 
building, including the ‘Tamim bin 
Hamad Hall’, where he was briefed 
on the conduct of the sessions and 
the Council’s working mechanisms 
and received an explanation of its 
functions and responsibilities. 
(QNA) 

Sixth annual QCPC hosted by CMU-QSixth annual QCPC hosted by CMU-Q
The sixth annual Qatar Collegiate 
Programming Competition 
(QCPC), hosted by Carnegie 
Mellon University in Qatar 
(CMU-Q), with support from the 
Hamad Bin Jassim Center for 
Computer Science Education 
and sponsored by QNB Group, 
saw the highest participation 
from high school students in the 
event’s history. 
A record 85 high school teams 
featured in the competition, 
which also included 32 teams 
in the university track. In the 
highly competitive high school 
track, a team from Birla Public 
School secured the first-place 
prize. In the university track, 
two teams from Carnegie 
Mellon University in Qatar 
advanced to the Africa and 
Arab Collegiate Programming 
Championship (ACPC) in Luxor 
this December. The qualifying 
students are Minh Pham Cong, 
Kyrylo Redenskyi and Aditya 
Vivek on the first-place team, 

and George Chkhaidze, Yusuf 
Fares and Dilshodbek Khujaev 
on the second-place team. “It 
is incredibly inspiring to see 
such a tremendous turnout 
from high school students this 
year,” said Michael Trick, dean 
of CMU-Q. 
Saeed Mathkar al-Hajri, CEO 
and member of Board Directors 
from the Jassim and Hamad Bin 
Jassim Charitable Foundation, 
said: “The Qatar Collegiate 
Programming Competition is 
challenging, even for university 

students, and it is truly rewarding 
to see so many motivated, 
creative high school students 
with a growing passion for 
computer science.”
“The growth of the high school 
track has been phenomenal,” 
said Giselle Reis, area head for 
computer science at CMU-Q and 
event organiser. The judges from 
the ACPC included Mohamed 
Mahmoud Abdelwahab, Marwan 
Abouelenin, Fatma Ahmed, 
Yassin Elsaadany and Ahmed 
Khalil.

Doha Declaration charts roadmap for Doha Declaration charts roadmap for 
just, inclusive and sustainable societyjust, inclusive and sustainable society
By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

The Doha Political Declara-
tion adopted by the Second 
World Summit for Social 

Development (WSSD2), being held 
in Doha, is considered a landmark 
outcome of the summit that rep-
resents a global commitment to 
building a more just, inclusive and 
sustainable society, as it is expect-
ed to boost development putting 
people at the centre of this process.

The declaration is considered 
the outcome of several months 
of intergovernmental negotia-
tions among stakeholders held in 
the United Nations in New York 
to tackle poverty, enhance equal-
ity, boost employment, and protect 
human rights. 

The Doha Political Declaration 
builds on the legacy of the 1995 
Copenhagen commitments, while 
taking into consideration and ad-
dressing the current challenges and 
diffi  culties that face the progress of 
social development. 

A press briefing was held on the 
sidelines of the conference yester-
day in the presence of Li Junhua, 
UN Under-Secretary-General for 
Economic and Social Affairs, and 
Conference Secretary-General; 
Sophie De Smedt, Permanent 
Representative of Belgium to the 
United Nations; and Omar Hilale, 
Permanent Representative of Mo-
rocco to the United Nations. 

They stressed that while Doha 
Political Declaration is key to en-
hance the work for progress and 
development, serious practical 
measures should be taken to secure 
the necessary fi nances and funds 
for development alongside a strong 
political will for change, especially 

in the less developed areas around 
the world.  Li Junhua said that the 
declaration was adopted in a very 
critical time as the world is facing 
social, environmental, economic 
and political impacts that deepen-
ing in quality, in the light of demo-
graphic shifts and the rapid tech-
nology advancements. 

He said that the declaration 
itself deepen the commitment 
of the member state to eradicate 
poverty, and establish a road map 
for tackling the various involved 
challenges.

Omar Hilale noted that Doha Po-
litical Declaration is more than just 
a political declaration; it is a strong 
message of the unity of the world as 
when the international community 
is united all obstacles would be easy 
to overcome, and the UN can suc-
ceed to implement its missions.

 He explained while the Doha 
Declaration builds on the legacy 
of the 1995 Copenhagen Declara-
tion, it is wider in terms of action 
and commitment and inclusion of 
more related issues as it confi rms 

what was decided almost thirty 
years ago. It refl ects the need and 
expectations of the current world. 
Besides, it sends a strong message 
of unity that human dignity and 
solidarity is in the centre of focus 
of the member state. 

De Smedt described the Doha 
Political Declaration is a bold for-
ward-looking blueprint to the fu-
ture and response to today’s reality 
to lift millions out of poverty and 
include them into the fast develop-
ment that happened in the world 
over the past few decade.  

She stressed that this sum-
mit held in Doha would be highly 
instrumental to enhance global 
development and alleviate the dif-
fi culties faced by many in various 
underdeveloped areas. 

She noted that declaration re-
affi  rms the need for the eradica-
tion of poverty, peace, equality 
and social justice to be included 
in the heart of policy making. Be-
sides she stressed that it is a plan 
to work towards a better future for 
humanity.

Omar Hilale (left), Li Junhua (centre) and Sophie De Smedt at WSSD2 
yesterday. PICTURE: Shaji Kayamkulam

‘Qatar believes true economic progress  
incomplete without social development’

HE the Minister of Social 
Development and Fam-
ily Buthaina bint Ali al-

Jaber al-Nuaimi has underlined 
that equitable and inclusive so-
cial development is a fundamen-
tal pillar in building a sustainable 
future, stressing that human be-
ings must remain at the heart of 
development eff orts, as both its 
end and its means.

This came during the second 
roundtable meeting to assess 
progress made and address gaps 
and challenges encountered in 
implementing the commitments 
outlined in the Copenhagen Dec-
laration on Social Development 
and its Programme of Action, and 
to generate the necessary mo-
mentum for implementing the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment. The meeting was held 
on the sidelines of the Second 
World Summit for Social Devel-
opment in Doha.

HE the minister noted that 
despite the progress made glo-
bally since the adoption of the 
Copenhagen Declaration in 1995, 
challenges persist. Climate and 
economic crises, along with new 
confl icts, have created forms of in-
equality that threaten the gains of 
social development.

She emphasised that building 
resilient societies requires social 
systems to be more inclusive, fl ex-
ible, and responsive to change.

She stated that Qatar’s devel-
opment journey stemmed from a 
fi rm conviction that true econom-
ic progress is incomplete without 
achieving human and social devel-
opment. She explained that Qatar 
National Vision 2030 places peo-
ple at the heart of its priorities by 
empowering the family as the nu-
cleus of society, supporting wom-
en and youth, and strengthening 

social protection to ensure that no 
one is left behind. She added that 
the State of Qatar has invested 
heavily in education, healthcare, 
and social protection, and has de-
veloped policy frameworks to en-
sure that services are inclusive for 
all segments of society. 

HE the minister concluded her 
remarks by stating that the vision 
that brought the world’s nations 
together in Copenhagen thirty 
years ago remains even more ur-
gent today, calling for a renewed 
global political commitment and 
expanded international co-opera-
tion to ensure that social develop-
ment, justice, and human dignity 
remain at the forefront of the in-
ternational agenda.

For her part, Deputy Secretary-
General of the UN Amina Moham-
med affi  rmed that the world is 
witnessing increasing challenges 
related to the widening digital di-
vide and declining trust in insti-
tutions, which is clearly refl ected 
in the youth demographic and 
threatens the social contract be-
tween peoples and nations.

In her address during the Doha 
Conference, the deputy secre-
tary-general of the UN said that 
the digital divide is generating 
new forms of exclusion, while 
trust in institutions is declining 
to low levels among young peo-
ple, confi rming that the progress 
achieved is insuffi  cient and that 
inequality is being passed down 
from one generation to the next. 
She stressed the need to change 

the current approach and not be 
satisfi ed with traditional policies 
in order to address these complex 
challenges. 

Mohammed added that the 
Future Charter called on leaders 
to accelerate the implementa-
tion of the Copenhagen Accord 
and the Sustainable Development 
Goals, explaining that the aim of 
the current meetings is not only 
to reaffi  rm commitments but also 
to fulfi l them by changing ways of 
working and placing people at the 
heart of development policies.

The UN deputy secretary-gen-
eral said that today’s children will 
grow up in a technology-driven 
world, noting that artifi cial intelli-
gence and digital tools can open up 
unprecedented opportunities, but 
could also exacerbate inequality 
and deprive millions of opportuni-
ties if the necessary safeguards are 
not in place.

For her part, Armida Alisjah-
bana, Under-Secretary-General 
and Executive Secretary of the 
UN Economic and Social Com-
mission for Asia and the Pacifi c 
(ESCAP), emphasised the im-
portance of adopting the historic 
Doha Political Declaration within 
the framework of the World Sum-
mit for Social Development. She 
affi  rmed that the declaration 
places people at the forefront of 
the development agenda and ad-
dresses the most prominent chal-
lenges facing societies in their 
pursuit of inclusive and sustain-
able development.(QNA)

Qatar has invested heavily in education, 
healthcare, and social protection, and 
has developed policy frameworks to 
ensure that services are inclusive for all 
segments of society

UN unveils global initiative... 
From Page 1

“And the trends are not positive. But if we go be-
yond the numbers, there are lived realities of mil-
lions of young people whose potential to thrive is 
being stiff ed by systems that fail to support this 
well-being,” he highlighted.

The offi  cial noted that the new initiative is about 
taking a diff erent approach, and building that at a 
global level from an advocacy eff ort.

He highlighted:“ It is about taking an ecosystemic 
approach to mental health and well-being, ground-
ing it in the realities of young people, and proposing 
a model which is inclusive, holistic, youthful, and 
youth responsive. The initiative is grounded in three 
simple but powerful principles. The fi rst one, men-
tal health is a human right. The second one, there is 
no future without well-being. The third principle 
is that care, connection, and community are the 
real building blocks of the future of our societies.” 
Chikaura hoped that with the UN Youth Offi  ce’s 
fl agship initiative on mental health and wellbeing, 
there could be empathy-led communities that pri-
oritise inclusion, and resilience. “We should not act 
because people have died by suicide. We should act 
to prevent people from dying by suicide. I have hope 
for the future of youth mental health, and I invite 
everyone to be a part of the solution. Let us make a 
collective eff ort to create safe spaces in our commu-
nities,” she concluded.
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From left on the Panel: HE the Minister of Labour Dr Ali bin Smaikh al-Marri, UN General Assembly president Annalena 
Baerbock, International Organisation of Employers secretary-general Roberto Suárez Santos, and Tonilyn Lim, chief of 
programmes at the UN Global Compact, during the opening of the Private Sector Forum held yesterday on the sidelines of the 
Second World Summit for Social Development.

Qatar calls for 
deeper public-private  
sector collaboration
By Peter Alagos  
Business Reporter

HE the Minister of Labour Dr Ali 
bin Smaikh al-Marri opened 
the ‘Private Sector Forum’ of 

the Second World Summit for Social 
Development yesterday by reaffi  rming 
the country’s commitment to inclusive 
growth and international co-operation.

He described the forum as a vital plat-
form for advancing the role of the private 
sector in achieving sustainable develop-
ment, noting that Qatar had long recog-
nised the importance of shared respon-
sibility between government, private 
enterprise, and civil society.

DR al-Marri attributed this approach 
to the Qatar National Vision 2030, which 
promotes economic diversifi cation, 
workforce empowerment, and protec-
tion of labour rights. 

He said the Ministry of Labour had 
implemented legislative and institu-
tional reforms to strengthen social dia-
logue, expand training, and embed the 
social dimension into economic and in-
vestment planning.

Addressing global challenges, the 
minister called for innovative and coop-
erative solutions between the public and 
private sectors. He stressed the impor-
tance of exchanging successful experi-
ences and exploring new partnerships in 
skills development, employment, digital 
transformation, and sustainable fi nance.

He reaffi  rmed Qatar’s support for 
international initiatives that promote 
social justice and sustainable growth, 

particularly in line with Sustainable De-
velopment Goal 8. 

HE Dr al-Marri also thanked the UN 
and all partners for their contributions, 
and lauded the private sector’s role in 
shaping a more inclusive future.  

In her speech during the Private Sector 
Forum, UN General Assembly president 
Annalena Baerbock echoed the call for 
collaboration, urging governments and 
businesses to dismantle barriers to capi-
tal fl ow and build trust through interna-
tional cooperation. She cited the Sevilla 
Commitment as a blueprint for reform.  

Baerbock framed social development 
as one of the most transformative in-
vestments a business can make. She en-
couraged the private sector to adopt in-

clusive business models, which she said 
could unlock $12tn in market opportuni-
ties and create 380mn jobs by 2030.  

International Organisation of Em-
ployers (IOE) secretary-general Roberto 
Suárez Santos lauded the role of Qatar in 
fostering dialogue among governments, 
business leaders, and trade unions. He 
described Doha as a global crossroads 
for cooperation, referencing its role in 
hosting the UN Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries.  

Santos welcomed the adoption of the 
summit’s political declaration, calling 
it a reaffi  rmation of global commitment 
to social justice and a reminder that 
progress toward the SDGs requires col-
lective action. 

He announced a joint communique 
with the UN Global Compact and out-
lined fi ve areas of commitment: enabling 
business environments, shared values 
and human rights, social dialogue, skills 
and education, and productivity and 
formalisation.

Tonilyn Lim, chief of programmes at 
the UN Global Compact, also announced 
the launch of a communique calling for 
deeper collaboration between business 
and government to address social chal-
lenges. She emphasised that neither 
sector can act alone, and that deliver-
ing decent work, strengthening social 
protection, and closing inequality gaps 
requires shared accountability.  

Lim said the UN Global Compact 
stands ready to support the implemen-
tation of the summit’s political declara-
tion, mobilising business to transform 
sustainability ambition into action.

Qatar’s private sector 
champions inclusive growth 
and global collaboration

By Peter Alagos
Business Reporter

Qatar’s private sector is positioning 
itself as a regional leader in inclu-
sive employment, creative indus-

tries, and talent development, according to 
a prominent Qatari business leader.

Speaking at the Private Sector Forum 
during the Second World Summit for Social 
Development yesterday, Ashraf Abuissa, 
CEO and chairman of AbuIssa Holding, said 
Qatar’s investment in technology and its 
hosting of global events, such as the Web 
Summit and Mobile Congress, were helping 
to build a thriving ecosystem for startups 
and innovation.

“Qatar is becoming a regional headquar-
ters for major companies and an incuba-
tor for startups,” he said, noting that the 
country’s inclusive employment practices 
extend to remote work opportunities for 
communities facing political or cultural re-
strictions.

Abuissa also highlighted Qatar’s labour 
protections and talent development sys-
tems, describing how his company nurtures 
employees through fast-track programmes 
and continuous training.

He also lauded the government’s Wage 

Protection System (WPS) and its proactive 
monitoring of labour rights. 

Sonya Janahi, vice-president for Asia 
at the International Organisation of Em-
ployers (IOE), underscored the importance 
of public-private partnerships (PPPs) in 
avoiding unethical competition and eco-
nomic burden.

“Governments should not compete with 
the private sector. Instead, we must collab-
orate to create sustainable solutions,” she 
emphasised.

Janahi also pointed to the growing role of 
corporate social responsibility (CSR): “Em-
ployers are giving back — supporting farm-
ers, education, and healthcare systems. 
This is where social development happens.”

Daan Wensing, CEO of IDH, described 
the private sector as a global catalyst, driv-
ing 80% of trade and generating millions of 
jobs. “We need to make growth more inten-
tional — linking innovation with inclusivity, 
wages with well-being, and productivity 
with decent jobs,” he said.

Wensing cited examples from the banana 
and tea sectors, where collective action 
among retailers, governments, and civil so-
ciety helped close living wage gaps. “If we 
do this together, we can challenge the status 
quo and achieve more than we thought pos-
sible,” he added.

From right: Ashraf Abuissa, CEO and chairman of AbuIssa Holding; Sonya Janahi, vice-
president for Asia at the International Organisation of Employers; and Daan Wensing, CEO 
of IDH; during a panel discussion held at the Private Sector Forum of the Second World 
Summit for Social Development yesterday.

City University Qatar (CUQ) off icially 
inaugurated its new conversation 
series, CUQ Talks, with a live session 
titled ‘Business Off  the Pitch’ featuring 
world-renowned football journalist 
Fabrizio Romano.
Held at CUQ’s recently opened state-of-
the-art Lusail campus, the talk brought 
together students, faculty, media, and 
football fans to explore the booming 
business behind the world’s most 
popular game. 
The event, moderated by Shaden 
Wahdan, centred on how football 
has transformed into a multi-billion-
dollar business and covered topics 
such as covering club ownership, 
branding, athlete influence, and career 
opportunities within the sport.
“CUQ Talks is not just a dialogue, it’s 
a platform to ignite ideas, challenge 
perspectives, and inspire change. We’re 
honoured to launch this series with 

Fabrizio Romano, whose credibility and 
reach have helped redefine football 
media,” said Prof Dr Faris Gorashi 

Faris, president of CUQ. During his 
visit, Fabrizio also attended the match 
between Al Sadd and Al Rayyan.

City University Qatar inaugurates CUQ TalksCity University Qatar inaugurates CUQ Talks

Qatar Islamic Bank (QIB) is taking part 
in the Kids Expo 2025, which will run 
until November 8 at the Doha Exhibi-
tion and Convention Centre (DECC) 
under the theme ‘Our Children are The 
Greatest Treasure’.
QIB is inviting families to explore QIB 
Junior, Qatar’s first digital banking 
experience made especially for kids 
and teens. 
Through fun, hands-on activities, 
and interactive demos, children can 
discover how saving, spending, and 

learning about money can be easy and 
enjoyable.
Kids Expo brings together education, 
health, culture, and entertainment 
for children under one roof across 
Halls 1 & 2 at DECC, off ering parents a 
one-stop destination and a fun-filled 
programme throughout the week. 
D Anand, general manager – Personal 
Banking Group at QIB, said: “QIB Junior 
helps kids and teens learn how to save 
and spend wisely, while parents can 
supervise and support their journey. 

By helping kids build confidence 
with money today, we are creating a 
financially confident and responsible 
generation for the future.”
Across the week, visitors to QIB’s 
booth can explore the app interface 
with QIB representatives, learn about 
the Junior prepaid card, and discover 
how features like savings, tasks, and 
parental controls work together to 
build confidence and responsibility. 
For more information, visit www.qib.
com.qa/en-Junior

QIB Junior at Kids Expo 2025QIB Junior at Kids Expo 2025

HE the Minister of Labour Dr Ali bin 
Smaikh al-Marri
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QNB supports Qatar 
Cancer Society initiatives

As part of its continued 
commitment to corpo-
rate social responsibil-

ity, QNB has announced its 
support for the Qatar Cancer 
Society’s initiatives. 

These efforts aim to raise 
awareness, enhance knowledge 
of cancer risk factors, support 
patients and their families, and 
encourage community partici-
pation in early detection and 
treatment.

Among these initiatives, 
QNB organised visits to sev-
eral schools, where students of 
different ages were educated 
through interactive activities 

that included cooking demon-
strations and awareness ses-
sions on healthy nutrition.

QNB also held an awareness 
workshop for its employees on 
Breast Cancer, in co-operation 
with the Qatar Cancer Society, 
aiming to support patients and 
their families while enhancing 
employees’ knowledge. 

The event included various 
activities such as free con-
sultations and Spa check-ups 
for women, in addition to dis-
tributing awareness materials 
and gifts to participants. 

Moreover, QNB participat-
ed as a sponsor of the “Relay 

for Life” campaign, organised 
by Qatar Cancer Society. It is 
considered one of the largest 
global initiatives dedicated to 
supporting cancer patients and 
survivors, aiming to inspire 
hope and underline the impor-
tance of collective efforts in 
the fight against cancer.

QNB continues to imple-
ment its programmes and ini-
tiatives under its corporate so-
cial responsibility framework, 
reaffirming its commitment 
to supporting humanitar-
ian causes and highlighting its 
role as a key partner in serving 
public health.

HE the Minister of State for International Co-operation Dr Maryam bint Ali bin Nasser al-Misnad 
met yesterday with Minister of Social Development and Acting Minister of State for Relief Aff airs of 
Palestine Dr Samah Hamad, on the sidelines of the Second World Summit for Social Development 
2025, in Doha. The meeting reviewed the humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip and explored 
mechanisms to meet basic needs and to accelerate their delivery. The two sides also discussed 
several issues of mutual interest. (QNA)

HE the Minister of State for International Co-operation Dr Maryam bint Ali bin Nasser al-Misnad met 
yesterday with Minister of Social Solidarity of Egypt Dr Maya Morsi, on the sidelines of the Second World 
Summit for Social Development, in Doha. Discussion during the meeting focused on co-operation and 
ways to support and strengthen them, in addition to several issues of mutual interest. (QNA)

Al-Misnad meets Palestinian 
and Egyptian ministers

Qatar’s key role in 
family protection in 
confl ict zones stressed

A session on protecting 
families during wars and 
confl icts was held yester-

day as part of the Second World 
Summit for Social Development, 
currently underway in Doha.

The session highlighted Qa-
tar’s leading eff orts in resolving 
regional and international con-
fl icts. Speaking at the session, 
Acting Director of the Human 

Rights Department at the Min-
istry of Foreign Aff airs, Sarah 
Abdullah al-Saadi, affi  rmed Qa-
tar’s pioneering role in reuniting 
separated families in several con-
fl ict zones. 

She highlighted Qatar’s ef-
forts in Russia, Ukraine, Gaza, 
and Afghanistan, which have 
contributed to restoring sta-
bility and reuniting numerous 

families affected by war.
Al-Saadi also stressed the 

importance of safeguarding 
families during conflicts and 
warned against the conse-
quences of family fragmenta-
tion. She called for enhanced 
international co-operation 
and the adoption of sustain-
able policies to address these 
challenges. (QNA)

Pakistan president voices support 
for Doha Political Declaration

Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari voiced his 
country’s full support for the Doha Political 
Declaration issued at the Second World Summit 

on Social Development, currently underway in Doha. 
He said Pakistan’s vision for inclusivity and sustain-
able development aligns with the spirit of the decla-
ration.

In his address to the summit, the Pakistani presi-
dent reaffi  rmed Pakistan’s commitment to social 
justice, inclusive growth, and global solidarity. He 
called for intensifi ed eff orts to eradicate poverty, up-

hold equality, and protect human rights, urging the 
international community to unite around principles 
of justice and social progress.Highlighting Pakistan’s 
national initiatives, the Pakistani president pointed 
to youth empowerment programmes such as the Na-
tional Training Scheme and green housing projects 
designed to enhance the country’s adaptability to cli-
mate change through nature-based solutions.

The Pakistan president condemned the genocide 
and famine in Palestine, calling for a just and lasting 
peace. (QNA)

HE the Minister of State for Foreign 
Aff airs Sultan bin Saad al-Muraikhi met 
yesterday with Deputy Foreign Minister 
of Cuba Elio Rodriguez Perdomo. 
During the meeting, they discussed 
bilateral relations and ways to support 
and strengthen them. (QNA)

Al-Muraikhi meets Cuban deputy FM

Local agricultural product yards to 
resume operations today

The Ministry of Municipality’s Agricultural Af-
fairs Department has announced the start of 
operations at the yards for selling local agricul-

tural products for the 2025–2026 season, from today 
(November 6).

The yards will operate in Al Khor and Al Thakhira, 
Al Wakra, Al Shamal, and Al Sheehaniya, while Al 
Mazrouah Yard will continue operating throughout 
the year. The launch of the new season is part of the 
ministry’s eff orts to support and promote the market-
ing of local agricultural products and to provide direct 
sales channels between farmers and consumers. The 
yards will be open to visitors every Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday, from 7am-3pm, with broad participa-
tion from more than 100 Qatari farms off ering high-
quality agricultural products.

This initiative, implemented by the Ministry of 
Municipality, contributes to strengthening and sus-
taining local agricultural production and expanding 
the participation base among Qatari farms in line with 
the State’s vision to achieve sustainable agricultural 

and economic development under Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030 and the National Food Security Strategy.

In addition to the Katara Mahaseel Festival and the 
AgriteQ exhibition market, the agricultural yards aim 
to establish direct marketing channels between farm-
ers and consumers without intermediaries, ensuring 
fair returns for farm owners and enabling consumers 
to obtain fresh, high-quality local products.

The yards off er the public a wide range of fresh local 
products, including seasonal vegetables, natural honey, 
dates, and other items that vary according to the agri-
cultural season. The sites have been equipped with all 
necessary facilities and services to ensure a comfortable 
and safe shopping experience for citizens and residents, 
including shaded areas, public amenities, organised 
parking, and specialised inspection teams to monitor 
product quality and ensure compliance with approved 
standards and specifi cations. Since their inception in 
the 2012–2013 season, the local agricultural product 
yards have witnessed rapid growth in both the number 
of participating farms and sales volume. 

Qatar, Kazakhstan discuss digital and AI 
co-operation on sidelines of Doha summit

HE the Minister of Communications and In-
formation Technology Mohammed bin Ali 
al-Mannai met yesterday with Galymzhan 

Koishybayev, Deputy Prime Minister of Kaza-
khstan, and his accompanying delegation. 

The meeting, held on the sidelines of the Second 
World Summit for Social Development currently 

taking place in Doha, addressed ways to enhance 
bilateral co-operation in key areas such as digital 
transformation, advanced technologies, and arti-
fi cial intelligence (AI). The two sides also explored 
prospects for developing strategic partnerships 
aimed at fostering innovation and accelerating dig-
ital development in both countries. (QNA)

IOE chief hails Doha Declaration as 
‘historic commitment to social justice’

Secretary-General of the In-
ternational Organisation of 
Employers (IOE), Roberto 

Suarez Santos, has described 
the Doha Political Declaration 
— adopted at the Second World 
Summit for Social Development 
in Qatar — as a historic affi  rma-
tion of global commitment to 
social justice.

Addressing the Private Sec-
tor Forum on business for social 
development, Santos called for 
concrete commitments from 
the business community to be 
refl ected in a forthcoming joint 
statement to be issued in col-
laboration with Global Compass, 
a platform dedicated to corpo-
rate social responsibility. He 

emphasised the need for an ena-
bling environment that allows 
businesses to operate within an 
inclusive development agenda, 
underscoring the private sector’s 
dual role as both a driver of eco-
nomic growth and a catalyst for 
social progress.

The IOE secretary-general 
outlined three key principles for 
advancing social development: 
a commitment to fundamental 
rights at work; recognition of the 
private sector as a main engine 
of innovation and employment; 
and strengthening dialogue be-
tween employers, workers, and 
governments to ensure legiti-
mate and eff ective social out-
comes. “The real cure for poverty 

is not money — it is knowledge,” 
Santos said, stressing that qual-
ity education represents an es-
sential investment in human 
capital. He added that the forum 
aimed to translate these princi-
ples into practical, sustainable 
initiatives aligned with the glo-
bal social development agenda.

Santos also highlighted the 
strength of the IOE’s global 
network, which brings togeth-
er more than 150 independent 
business organisations. 

He concluded that the Doha 
Declaration could provide strong 
momentum to drive forward ef-
forts linking economic growth, 
decent work, and social inclu-
sion. (QNA)
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Mastercard, the ‘Off icial Primary 
Partner’ of the McLaren Formula 
1 Team, has secured an exclusive 
opportunity for Commercial Bank, 
a leader in innovative digital 
banking in Qatar, to become 
the Off icial Race Partner of the 
McLaren Formula 1 Team for the 
Qatar race for the next three years. 
As part of the collaboration, 
Commercial Bank branding will be 
placed on McLaren livery through 
visors on drivers’ helmets, steering 
wheel tops and front-wing flaps.
 Mastercard and the McLaren 
Formula 1 Team entered a multi-year 
global collaboration in 2024 and 
recently announced that Mastercard 
will become Off icial Naming Partner 

of the McLaren Formula 1 Team from 
2026 onwards. 
“At Commercial Bank, we have 
been fulfilling our customers’ 
needs and fuelling their 
aspirations for more than 50 years. 
Our latest collaboration with 
Mastercard, our trusted partner 
on our digital transformation 
journey, aligns with our dedication 
to continual innovation and going 
the extra mile for our customers. 
“We are confident that becoming 
the Off icial Race Partner of the 
McLaren Formula 1 Team at the 
Qatar GP will go a long way in 
providing engaging opportunities 
and benefits for premium 
customers,” said Stephen Moss, 

Group CEO, Commercial Bank. 
“Qatar stands as a cornerstone 
market for Mastercard, and 
Commercial Bank has been a pillar 
of its banking sector for over half a 
century. Together, we’ve transformed 
the payments landscape through 
market-first solutions, cutting-
edge innovations, and a shared 
commitment to progress and 
sustainability. Today, we are proud 
to further elevate this partnership 
by introducing the global reach of 
McLaren to delivering even greater 
value for Commercial Bank’s most 
discerning clients,” said J K Khalil, 
EVP & division president, East 
Arabia, Mastercard.
“Motorsports is one of the 

region’s most powerful passions, 
and its global momentum is 
driving demand for brands that 
connect fans to what they love. At 
Mastercard, we are transforming 
passion into loyalty as we enable 
moments that truly matter. As 
the Off icial Primary Partner of the 
McLaren Formula 1 Team, we are 
proud to extend this relationship 
to our partners at Commercial 
Bank, delivering money-can’t-buy 
experiences and benefits that 
celebrate the most important 
passions of our cardholders,” 
added Ahmed Abdel-Karim 
Hussein, EVP, Integrated 
Marketing and Communications, 
EEMEA, Mastercard.

Mastercard welcomes Commercial Bank as ‘Off icial Race Partner’ of McLaren F1 TeamMastercard welcomes Commercial Bank as ‘Off icial Race Partner’ of McLaren F1 Team

EAA enrols over 
14.5mn ‘out of 
school’ children into 
quality education
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

Educate A Child programme 
under Education Above All 
(EAA) Foundation has pro-

vided quality education for over 
14.5mn out-of-school children so 
far, disclosed a senior offi  cial of 
the organisation

“We have enrolled over 14.5mn 
out-of-school children into qual-
ity primary education in over 50 
countries. The work continues 
and lots and lots of people are in-
terested in us. And we work with 
over 50 organisations globally,” 
Mary Joy Pigozzi, chief education 
offi  cer, EAA told Gulf Times.

Pigozzi was interacting with 
Gulf Times on the sidelines of the 
ongoing Second World Summit 
for Social Development (WSSD2) 
where EAA is showcasing its ac-
tivities and taking part in several 
events of the summit.

According to the offi  cial, EAA 
has awarded more than 10,500 
scholarships to disadvantaged 
youth to enable their pursuit of 
higher education and equipped 
nearly 4mn youth with skills and 
economic opportunities for em-
ployment since it was founded 
in 2012 by Her Highness Sheikha 
Moza bint Nasser. 

“I think what is good about 
having been around for more 
than a decade is that people 
know that there is one pro-
gramme which is Educate A 
Child that focuses specifically on 
out-of-school children. We have 

that unified and unitary focus,” 
noted the official.

The official said that EAA has 
just started a new strategy.  She 
explained: “What we are trying 
to do now is to try to link our dif-
ferent programmes a little more 
coherently. So we are looking to 
work in some countries where 
more than one programme will 
be working together. And we will 
be working in unison. So that is a 
slightly different approach than 
we have had in the past. 

 “The point of the new unifi ed 
approach is to work with countries 
to support greater impact at the 
national level through our work 
across diff erent levels of educa-
tion to employment,” continued, 
Pigozzi.

She noted that EAA works 
with various organisations of the 
UN and have many partnerships 
with UN agencies such as Unicef, 
Unesco as well as UNDP.

“I think we will continue to 
work with them in various fi elds. 
And as we look at the relationships 
between education and other sec-
tors, we are also likely to be in-
volved with organisations such as 
World Food Programme,“ high-
lighted Pigozzi.

The chief education officer 
said that the EAA has been pro-
viding support for the families 
in terms of income generation 
through initiatives  such as set-
ting up small enterprises as it 
will help the families and enable 
them to support their children’s 
education.

Pigozzi  stated that the major 
challenges in providing education 
to the out of school children are 
related to the economic factors. “It 
is poverty and it has many faces. 
There are many ways that it can 
be overcome. There are certainly 
challenges but there are also many 
opportunities. 

“Among the opportunities that 
are encouraging are the engage-
ment of ministries in making 
more flexible education systems 
and the engagement of commu-
nities and families,” highlighted 
the official.

EAA will hold a session today 
at the summit on the role of edu-
cation as a key to social devel-
opment. “The  real focus is how 
education is a signifi cant key to 
sustainable development. Educa-
tion is the real foundation because 
what is realised through educa-
tion is not just going to school but 
learning how to live,” added Pig-
ozzi.

Mary Joy Pigozzi.  
PICTURE: Shaji Kayamkulam

EAA Foundation highlights role of 
education in combating poverty at WSSD2

On the second day of the 
Second World Summit 
for Social Development 

(WSSD2) yesterday, the Education 
Above All (EAA) Foundation con-
tinued to lead the global conversa-
tion on education and sustainable 
development through two pivotal 
sessions. 

Hosted in collaboration with in-
ternational partners, the discus-
sions focused on unlocking inno-
vative fi nancing for education and 
advancing integrated approaches 
to climate resilience, poverty 
eradication, and inclusion, reaf-
fi rming EAA’s mission to ensure 
inclusive and equitable quality 
education for all.

EAA’s Reach Out To All (Rota) 
programme, in collaboration with 
the SLNI, UNDP, Unicef, the 
POWER Foundation, the Com-
mission on the Status of Women 
Geneva and the Permanent Mis-
sion of the Republic of The Gam-
bia to the United Nations, hosted 
a high-level session titled “Learn-
ing for Climate Resilience: Inte-
grated Pathways for Poverty Erad-
ication, Jobs & Inclusion.” 

The discussion underscored the 
critical role of education in ad-
dressing the interconnected chal-
lenges of poverty, unemployment, 
and climate vulnerability.

By showcasing integrated mod-
els that combine literacy, voca-
tional training, and environmental 
awareness, the session demon-
strated how education can em-
power youth and women, particu-

larly in fragile, climate-aff ected 
contexts, to lead community-
based solutions that promote sus-
tainable development and inclu-
sion.

The panel brought together glo-
bal and youth leaders committed 
to advancing the education – cli-
mate nexus. 

They explored policy and pro-
grammatic recommendations for 
scaling climate-resilient educa-
tion and green livelihood oppor-
tunities, calling for strengthened 
partnerships that place education 
at the heart of climate adaptation 
and social justice.

In addition, EAA Foundation, in 
partnership with the OECD, con-
vened a high-level session titled 
“From Silos to Synergy: Unlock-
ing Education Financing Through 
Philanthropy” as part of the Sec-
ond World Summit for Social De-
velopment.

The event examined how 
Public-Private-Philanthropy 
Partnerships can help bridge the 
$97bn annual fi nancing gap for 
education in low- and lower-mid-
dle-income countries. 

Building on priorities set during 
the Fourth International Confer-
ence on Financing for Develop-
ment, the session explored how 
philanthropic actors, govern-
ments, and development insti-
tutions can collaborate to create 
catalytic co-funding models that 
advance Sustainable Development 
Goal 4.

Mohammed al-Kubaisi, CEO of 

EAA Foundation, said: “Our pres-
ence at the summit underscores 
EAA Foundation’s unwavering 
commitment to making education 
a driving force for equality, resil-
ience, and opportunity. Through 
our sessions at the summit on ac-
cess to quality education, youth 
employment, green skills, educa-
tion fi nancing, support for dis-
placed learners, climate resilience, 
and poverty eradication, we are 
demonstrating how inclusive and 
quality education can create path-
ways to decent work, stability, and 
sustainable development.

“Together with our partners, we 
are shaping global solutions that 
empower learners, equip youth for 
the future, and strengthen socie-
ties for generations to come.”

On the fi nal day of the sum-
mit, EAA’s Educate A Child pro-
gramme, in collaboration with 
Unicef, will host a high-level ses-
sion titled “Education is a Key Pil-
lar for Poverty Eradication, Em-
ployment, and Social Inclusion.”

The session will reaffi  rm that 
education is central to social de-
velopment - not merely a social 
service but a transformative in-
vestment that will drive progress 
across all dimensions of sustain-
able development. 

The discussion will underscore 
education’s power in enabling eq-
uitable and resilient societies by 
lifting individuals out of poverty, 
expanding access to decent em-
ployment, and fostering cohesive, 
equitable societies.

A panel session by Rota at WSSD2.

CRA hosts training workshop to enhance 
operational capacities of Syria Post

The Communications Reg-
ulatory Authority (CRA) 
hosted a specialised train-

ing workshop organised by the 
Universal Postal Union (UPU) in 
co-operation with Qatar Postal 
Services Company (Qatar Post) 
to enhance the operational ca-
pacities of Syria Post.

The workshop represented 
an important step toward ad-
vancing the development of the 
regional postal sector and sup-
porting co-operation among 
countries in this fi eld.

The initiative was imple-
mented within the framework of 
the Abidjan Postal Strategy and 
the UPU Regional Development 
Plan for the Arab Region 2022-
2025. It aimed to strengthen 
the operational performance of 
Syria Post through the moderni-
sation of postal processes and 
the eff ective use of standardised 
UPU IT tools and systems, in line 
with global regulatory, opera-
tional, and technical standards.

The workshop brought togeth-
er employees of Syria Post who 

participated in intensive, hands-
on training sessions designed to 
develop their technical and op-
erational skills and promote the 
implementation of international 
best practices in this sector.

Engineer Ahmad bin Abdulla 
al-Muslemani, President of the 
Communications Regulatory 
Authority, stated: “The host-
ing of this training workshop 
by CRA refl ects Qatar’s keen-
ness to supporting the develop-
ment of the postal sector at both 

the Arab and regional levels, by 
promoting the exchange of ex-
pertise and building operational 
capacities that contribute to 
enhancing the quality and per-
formance of postal services. 
This initiative also comes as part 
of the joint eff orts with the Uni-
versal Postal Union to enhance 
integration and international 
co-operation in this vital sector, 
and to support the development 
of postal infrastructure and 
services in the region in line with 

international best practices and 
standards, thereby contributing 
to advancing the progress of the 
postal sector worldwide.”

Hassan Jassim al-Sayed, Chief 
Executive Offi  cer of Qatar Post, 
stated: “Such initiatives con-
tribute to knowledge exchange 
and capacity building across the 
Arab region. Qatar Post is com-
mitted to supporting regional 
eff orts aimed at advancing post-
al sector development in Arab 
countries and enhancing coop-
eration with the UPU in achiev-
ing sustainable postal growth.”

At the conclusion of the train-
ing workshop, Engineer Ah-
mad bin Abdulla al-Muslemani, 
President of CRA, received En-
gineer Mohammed al-Ali, Di-
rector of Damascus Countryside 
Post of the Syrian Arab Republic, 
and the accompanying delega-
tion at CRA headquarters.

The meeting included discus-
sions on several topics of mutual 
interest and explored ways to 
strengthen future cooperation 
between the two sides.

Al Abdulghani Motors, the authorised distributor of Toyota and Lexus 
in Qatar, has opened a new Spare Parts Centre on Wakalat Street No 
33 in the Industrial Area, a statement said. Spanning a total area of 
approximately 6,500sq m, the new facility has seven customer service 
counters and a comprehensive inventory of genuine Toyota and Lexus 
spare parts. The body shop is intended exclusively for major accident 
repairs, and not open for walk-in customers. Abdo Sweidan, chief 
operating off icer of Al Abdulghani Motors, said: “This expansion reflects 
our best in town philosophy, delivering excellence, innovation, and 
customer-centricity at every level.” The Spare Parts Centre operates 
Saturday-Wednesday from 7am-7pm, and Thursday from 7am-6pm, 
with Friday holiday.

Al Abdulghani Motors opens 
new spare parts centre

Sidra Medicine, a member of Qatar 
Foundation, has announced the 
launch of Qatar’s first Autologous 
Serum Eye Drops, a prescription-
based treatment developed for 
patients with severe dry eye 
disease and related ocular surface 
conditions.
The Autologous Serum Eye 

Drops are Sidra Medicine’s first 
commercial biologic product to 
come out of its Good Manufacturing 
Practice (GMP) facility; the only 
facility in the country authorised 
to develop and manufacture 
individualised biologic therapies 
with the capacity to develop 
hospital grade medications.

The treatment is indicated 
for adults with severe dry eye 
symptoms associated with 
conditions such as Stevens-
Johnson syndrome, Sjogren’s 
syndrome, post-LASIK dry eye, 
neurotrophic keratopathy, and 
diabetes mellitus. It can also 
be used as adjunctive therapy 

following specialised eye surgeries 
or to aid in the recovery of ocular 
surface injuries.
Chief Research Off icer at Sidra 
Medicine Prof Khalid Fakhro stated: 
“The launch of the Autologous 
Serum Eye Drops marks an 
important step in expanding 
access to advanced, personalised 

treatments for complex eye 
conditions in Qatar. This is another 
example of our precision medicine 
strategy”.
He added: “Our ability to produce 
these drops locally ensures timely 
availability while maintaining the 
highest international standards for 
quality and safety.”

Director of the GMP facility at Sidra 
Medicine Dr. Chiara Cugno said: 
“Sidra Medicine is ready to receive 
referrals from ophthalmologists 
across the country. By preparing 
these drops in Qatar, we are by 
extension, enabling them to 
expand precision care to their own 
patients.” (QNA)

Sidra Medicine introduces Qatar’s first Autologous Serum Eye Drops



By Andre Cabette Fabio
Querencia

Under Brazil’s Amazon 
rainforest canopy, 
hundreds of transparent 
plastic panels hang 

between tree trunks to starve a 
hectare of land of half the water it 
normally receives.

Scientists are creating this 
artifi cial drought in Querencia 
municipality close to the 
southeastern edge of the world’s 
largest rainforest to better 
understand the limits of the 
Amazon’s resistance to extreme 
dry conditions that are predicted 
by climate change models.

In the experiment, called Seca 
Limite, or Limit Drought, water 
is captured by the platforms, 
then fl ows through a network of 
elevated timber gutters before 
being dumped elsewhere.

Like hospital patients, the 
vital signs of 61 of the trees are 
measured, including sap and 
carbon dioxide fl ow, respiration 
and temperature, with solar-
powered equipment.

“It’s like someone was taking 
measurements of your pulse 
and breathing every day,” said 
David Galbraith, a professor of 
terrestrial ecosystem science at 
Britain’s Leeds University and one 
of the lead researchers of Limit 
Drought, as he walked through 
the wired forest.

The team is also tracking tree 
trunk size and soil data from 6 
metre deep holes, while nets 
capture falling leaves. An artifi cial 
intelligence-powered drone has 
made a 3D model of the forest since 
the project began late last year.

Across the Amazon, climate 
change, deforestation and 
degradation are drying forests, and 

scientists fear parts of the region 
are being pushed to a tipping point, 
after which there is no going back 
— at least not in human timescales.

This corner of the Amazon, 
considered a transition zone to the 
nearby Cerrado tropical savannah, 
is already drier and warmer and 
sees more intense human activity 
than other parts.

“The forest here is ... on the 
frontline of climate change”, said 
Antonio Carlos Lola da Costa, a 
geosciences professor at Brazil’s 
Federal University of Para who is 
co-leading Limit Drought.

“There’s the advance of large-
scale agriculture, and on the other 
side (is) the Amazon resisting,” he 
said at a forest station managed by 
research institute IPAM Amazonia.

Record wildfires
At November’s United Nations 

COP30 climate summit in Brazil’s 
Amazon city of Belem, much of 
the debate is expected to centre 
on how to keep the vast rainforest, 
60% of which lies in Brazil, within 
a margin of safety.

Scientists fear that this 
deforestation, arson and 
biodiversity loss could turn parts 
of the Amazon into degraded 
forests or even savannas — grassy 
areas with fewer trees.

A study published in the journal 
Nature last year concluded that 
10-47% of the forest is at risk of 
degrading into other ecosystems by 
2050. Large numbers of rotting and 
burning trees would dump massive 
amounts of carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere, accelerating climate 
change further.

Already, there are signs the 
Amazon’s resilience is breaking.

The rainforest suff ered four 
severe droughts in the 21st 
century, helping to fuel record 
wildfi res last year.

An October report from the 
World Meteorological Organisation 
showed 2024 saw the highest spike 
in carbon dioxide concentration 
in the atmosphere since modern 
measurements began.

That was likely caused by 
wildfi res and the reduced capacity 
of drought-ridden forests and 
warmer oceans to function as 
carbon sinks amid record global 
temperatures, it said.

Breaking the forest
For the last 3,000 years, Amazon 

forests rapidly expanded towards 
the south, until the 1970s, when 
Brazil’s military regime launched 
road-building and colonisation 
programmes, and deforestation 
rates exploded.

“Anyone could get land in Brazil, 
as long as they burned the forest 
down and occupied it,” said Ben 
Hur Marimon Jr, a Mato Grosso 
State University researcher who is 
co-leading Limit Drought.

Ben Hur and his wife and fellow 
ecology professor Beatriz Marimon 
have been measuring forest plots 
in this frontier of deforestation for 
three decades.

“We started measurements 
in 1994, and 15 years later, we 
became scared because so many 
trees started to die,” said Beatriz, 
another lead researcher at Limit 
Drought.

Data gathered by the couple 
was published in a 2020 paper 
in Nature and showed the 
southeastern region had the 
highest tree mortality rate in the 
Amazon.

Drier rainforest?
In the Nova Xavantina 

municipality, the entrance to one 
of the forest plots the Marimons 
have measured since the 1990s 
is marked with a bullet-riddled 

plaque warning, “Fishing and 
hunting are prohibited.”

Inside, Ben Hur points to a tree 
more than 30 metres high whose 
trunk is starting to rot.

“That one is over 300 years old, 
and it won’t last another century. 
These are the fi rst ones to die,” he 
said. Nearby, another giant was 
dead and leafl ess.

One year of extreme drought can 
make a tree vulnerable to termites 
or other maladies, increasing the 
chances it dies in the next drought, 
Beatriz said.

The interplay between 
worsening drought and human-
ignited wildfi res is also key, 
including last year when the 
expanse of burnt Amazon forests 
was double the previous record 
in 40 years of data collected 
by mapping consortium 
MapBiomas.

But recent research may off er 
some cause for hope.

Another drying experiment in 
the north Amazon showed a third 
of biomass was lost in the fi rst 
15 years, but that tree death then 
stabilised as the forest adapted to 
the new reality — with less canopy 
cover and shorter trees — but still 
a forest.

Limit Drought’s results may 
diff er as the experiment is being 
held in the hotter, drier southeast 
in an area fragmented by soybean 
fi elds and cattle pastures.

Those activities pose a more 
immediate threat to the area than 
global climate change, said Beatriz 
Marimon.

“People are so focused on a 
climate tipping point that they 
forget about the human tipping 
point: the crawler tractor that tears 
everything down”, she said.

“Not in 1,000 years will a 
tractored forest be the same.” 
— Thomson Reuters Foundation

National commitments to slash heat-trapping pollution would limit 
global warming up to 2.5C this century — nowhere near enough to 
avoid devastating climate impacts despite a sweep of new pledges, the 
UN has warned.

Scientists are in broad agreement that warming above 1.5C relative 
to pre-industrial times risks catastrophic consequences, and every 
eff ort must be made to stick as close as possible to this safer threshold.

But the world is set to blow past 1.5C in a matter of years and planet-
warming emissions keep rising, hitting a new record high in 2024, 
according to a report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

The sobering assessment was published just days before world 
leaders gather in Brazil today and tomorrow ahead of the COP30 
climate summit in the rainforest city of Belem.

With an overshoot of 1.5C now inevitable, focus has shifted to how 
quickly temperatures can be returned to less-risky levels.

“Our mission is simple, but not easy: make any overshoot as small 
and as short as possible,” UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said 
at the launch of UNEP’s Emissions Gap report.

Big polluters most responsible for the crisis have been urged to 
pledge faster and deeper emissions cuts to bend the curve back to 1.5C 
by the end of the century.

Instead, the latest round of carbon-cutting targets announced ahead 
of the UN climate talks “have barely moved the needle”, concluded 
UNEP’s latest assessment.

“Ambition and action are nowhere near the levels needed globally or 
collectively,” Anne Olhoff , the report’s chief scientifi c editor, told AFP.

The latest assessment projects that the world’s collective 
commitments to tackle climate change, if enacted in full, would result 
in 2.3-2.5C of warming by 2100.

That poses an 
unacceptable threat to 
the survival of nations 
most at risk by rising seas 
and extreme weather, and 
the global failure to rise to 
this challenge will loom 
over COP30.

Scientists have 
strong evidence that 
warming above 1.5C 
— let alone a degree or 

more — increases not only the intensity of hurricanes, fl oods and other 
disasters, but the likelihood of catastrophic climate tipping points.

At 1.4C above pre-industrial times, the Earth is already too warm for 
most tropical coral reefs to survive, while ice sheets and the Amazon 
rainforest could suff er severe and lasting changes below 2C, with 
consequences for the entire planet.

Under the Paris Agreement, each round of climate pledges is 
supposed to be more ambitious than the last to keep long-term 
warming “well below” 2C and as close as possible to 1.5C.

Despite being obligated to do so, only around one-third of countries 
announced a 2035 emissions reduction target by September 30, UNEP 
said. This year’s warming projections are 0.3C lower than last year, but 
Olhoff  said little of that reduction was thanks to these latest pledges.

Updates to methodology accounted for 0.1C while another 0.1C was 
attributed to US commitments made under the Biden administration.

These gains are unlikely to materialise as President Donald Trump 
has vowed to pull the United States out of the Paris accord and ditch 
the climate policies of his predecessor.

“If we don’t include the US, then the progress is quite limited,” 
Olhoff  said.

The dozens of other climate pledges made by governments in recent 
months “do not have a large eff ect on the temperature projections”, 
she added.

“That is a very bleak picture, you can say.”
Global emissions grew 2.3 percent in 2024 compared to the 

previous year, an increase driven by India followed by China, Russia 
and Indonesia.

This rise was quite high in the context of recent years “and 
comparable to the emissions growth in the 2000s”, the report said.

Wealthy and powerful G20 economies accounted for three-quarters 
of global emissions and of the six largest polluters, the EU was the only 
one to cut greenhouse gases in 2024. As they come under pressure to 
set new and ever-more ambitious targets, UNEP said most nations 
were not even on track to meet their earlier 2030 goals.

Based on just the current policies in place, Earth is expected to be 
2.8C hotter in 2100.

COP30 will seek to allay fears that climate action is on the back 
burner as the United States shuns the process, collective targets are 
missed and governments prioritise other concerns.

“We still need unprecedented cuts to greenhouse gas emissions, 
in an ever-compressing timeframe, amid a challenging geopolitical 
context,” wrote UNEP chief Inger Andersen in the report. — AFP
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Scientists in Brazil starve trees 
of water to test Amazon’s limits

A view of trees amid morning fog near the world’s largest iron ore mine, run by Brazilian mining company Vale in the middle of a vast rainforest 
preserve, at Carajas National Forest in the Amazonian state of Para, Brazil. (Reuters)

World on track 
to dangerous 
warming

Based on just the 
current policies 
in place, Earth is 
expected to be 2.8C 
hotter in 2100

Rainforest faces 
potential tipping 
point

Experiment cuts 
rainwater to test 
resilience

Old-growth trees 
already dying with 
drought
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King Philippe of Belgium visits Qatar Foundation

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar Foundation (QF), with King Philippe of Belgium during his visit to the QF headquarters in Education City. (QNA)

Sheikha Moza meets Pakistani fi rst lady, UN offi  cial

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar 
Foundation (QF) and the Education Above All (EAA) Foundation, met 
yesterday with Pakistan’s First Lady Aseefa Bhutto Zardari. The meeting 
discussed co-operation between the Education Above All Foundation 
and Pakistan to support education and reduce the number of out-of-
school children. It also reviewed areas of collaboration between Qatar 
Foundation and Pakistan in education, research, and innovation. (QNA)

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar Foundation (QF) and the Education Above All (EAA) Foundation, met yesterday with 
UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed, on the sidelines of the Second World Summit for Social Development. The meeting discussed the 
eff orts undertaken by the Education Above All Foundation and the UN to protect education in conflict zones, reduce the number of out-of-school 
children, and empower youth. It also reviewed ongoing collaboration with Qatar Foundation in the field of technology and innovation in education. 
(QNA)
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DFF 2025 unveils plan for 97 fi lms from 62 countries

Doha Film Institute (DFI) 
unveiled the full pro-
gramme of Doha Film Fes-

tival (DFF) 2025, featuring 97 fi lms 
from 62 countries and a wide range 
of creative community events from 
November 20-28.

Key partners of DFF include Ka-
tara, Media City Qatar I Film Com-
mittee and Visit Qatar. The festival 
will be hosted across several ven-
ues, including Katara Cultural Vil-
lage, Msheireb Downtown Doha, 
Lusail Boulevard and the Museum 
of Islamic Art. 

With prizes totalling more than 
$300,000, DFF features four main 
competition sections, special 
screenings, music performances, 
Geekdom and other community 
initiatives. 

The festival’s original theme 
song is composed by Qatar’s cel-
ebrated contemporary composer 
and songwriter Dana Alfardan, in 
collaboration with Katara Studios 
and Qatar Philharmonic Orches-
tra.

In a press statement, festival 
director and DFI CEO Fatma Has-
san Alremaihi said: “This year’s 
Doha Film Festival refl ects Qatar’s 
growing creative ambitions and 

our deep belief in the power of cin-
ema to unite and inspire. 

The festival will open with The 
Voice of Hind Rajab by Kaouther 
Ben Hania. A recipient of DFI’s 
grants programme, the fi lm high-
lights the power of storytelling to 
illuminate truth and resist oppres-
sion. 

DFF’s International Feature 
Film Competition has 13 fi lms, 
with 12 having their Middle East 

and North African premieres in 
Doha including festival favourites, 
The Presidents Cake; Once Upon a 
Time in Gaza; Khartoum and Di-
vine Comedy among others. 

The festival will welcome sev-
eral special guests this year in-
cluding fi lmmakers, artists and 
activists- whose work has inspired 
audiences all over the world. They 
include: Steven Soderbergh, Ramy 
Youssef, Michaela Coel, Engin Al-

tan Duzyatan, Hazal Kaya, Jassim 
Al Nabhan; Dorra Zarrouk, Saleh 
Bakri, Hiam Abbas among others. 

The festival’s dynamic music 
programme of live performances 
and discussions feature today’s 
most exciting regional and glo-
bal artists, including Saint Le-
vant; Yasiin Bey; Elyanna; Gus-
tavo Santaolalla; Zeyne; Nooriyah; 
Nemahsis; Aisha al-Zaiani; Dana 
al-Meer and many more.

Key DFI off icials at the announcement yesterday.

Qatar will participate in the Web Summit Lisbon 2025, which will be held 
in the Portuguese capital from November 10-13, with the attendance of 
a number of leading technology and innovation figures from around 
the world. A high-level delegation, headed by HE the Director of the 
Government Communications Off ice and Chairman of the Permanent 
Web Summit Organising Committee Sheikh Jassim bin Mansour bin Jabor 
al-Thani, will represent Qatar at the summit. This participation comes 
as part of Qatar’s ongoing preparations to host the third edition of Web 
Summit Qatar, slated for February 1-4, 2026. It will provide an opportunity 
to showcase the successes achieved during the previous two editions, 
highlight the key initiatives that will be included in the upcoming edition of 
the largest technology event in the Middle East, and demonstrate Qatar’s 
eff orts in promoting an environment conducive to investment, technology, 
and entrepreneurship.
Speaking on the occasion, HE Sheikh Jassim bin Mansour bin Jabor al-Thani 
said: “Our participation in Web Summit Lisbon for the third consecutive year 
reaff irms Qatar’s commitment to shaping the global future of technology 
and the digital economy. It also reflects the country’s growing prominence 
as a hub for innovation and digital transformation, and its ongoing 
engagement with major international technology gatherings.”
He added: “This participation also helps promote Web Summit Qatar 
2026 and off ers an important opportunity to build stronger relations and 
partnerships with global technology leaders. It highlights Qatar’s eff orts 
to enhance the country’s appeal as an investment destination in this key 
sector, which forms a cornerstone of our national economic diversification 
goals in line with Qatar National Vision 2030.”
The Qatari delegation includes representatives from a number of 
government and semi-government entities, including the Ministry of 
Interior, the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, the Ministry of Communications and 
Information Technology, the Qatar Investment Authority, Invest Qatar, Qatar 
Development Bank, the Qatar Free Zones Authority, Qatar Financial Centre, 
Media City Qatar, the Qatar Research, Development and Innovation Council, 
Visit Qatar and Hamad Bin Khalifa University, as well as several Qatari 
startups. (QNA)

Qatar to participate in Lisbon 
web summit next week

Engineer Mohammed Abdulla al-Mulla addressing the gala dinner. 
(Supplied picture)

The event featured discussions, networking opportunities and a 
dialogue on the region’s role in shaping the future of the maritime 
sector. (Supplied picture)

Fireworks light up Old Doha Port yesterday, on Day One of the Qatar 
Boat Show 2025. PICTURES: Thajudheen A view of a section of boats displayed at the event.

Qatar Boat Show 2025 
hosts gala dinner

A gala dinner on Tuesday 
(November 4) at the Rixos 
Qetaifan Ballroom marked 

the offi  cial opening of the Qatar 
Boat Show 2025, bringing togeth-
er government representatives, 
private-sector leaders, and global 
maritime experts. 

Organisers noted that the 
evening featured two panel discus-
sions that refl ected Qatar’s ambi-
tion to shape the future of the in-
ternational yachting industry. The 
fi rst gala dinner in the event’s his-
tory refl ected the show’s growing 
prestige and its emergence as a cat-
alyst for global collaboration across 
the yachting and maritime sectors. 

The event featured discussions, 
networking opportunities, and 
a dialogue on the region’s role in 
shaping the future of the maritime 
sector.

The fi rst panel, “Anchoring 
Growth: What It Takes for the Re-
gion to Become a Global Yachting 
Destination”, examined how world-
class marina infrastructure and 
attractive investment frameworks 
can elevate the region’s position as 
a global hub for luxury yachting. 

Speakers from Old Doha Port, 
Ministry of Transport, Qatar Free 
Zones Authority, and Ronautica 
Middle East highlighted how public–
private partnerships are central to 
fostering growth through integrated 
tourism, waterfront development, 
and premium marine services.

The second session, “Defi ning 
the Future of the Global Yacht-
ing Industry”, focused on innova-
tion, sustainability, and the poli-
cies needed to ensure long-term 
competitiveness. Speakers from 
Gulf Craft, Benetti, Oceanco, and 
Doha Craft emphasised sustain-
able marina design, environmen-
tal stewardship, smart infrastruc-
ture, and talent development as 
pillars of future-ready maritime 
economies.

“By bringing together industry 
leaders under one roof, we con-
tinue to position Qatar as a hub of 
innovation, investment, and sus-
tainable growth in the yachting 
sector. This gala dinner not only 
celebrates our collective achieve-
ments but also sets the stage for a 
world-class event that refl ects the 
very essence of Qatar’s maritime 
heritage and modern ambition,” 
Old Doha Port CEO and Qatar 
Boat Show 2025 Organising Com-
mittee chairman, Engineer Mo-
hammed Abdulla al-Mulla, said in 
a press statement.

He also shared key highlights 
and future directions for this year’s 
edition, saying the show will host 
more than 85 exhibitors from 25 
countries, featuring more than 65 
luxury yachts and global premieres 
from Amels, Sunreef, Gulf Craft, 
and Al Shaali Marine. 

With Qatari companies repre-
senting more than half of the par-

ticipants, the event underscores the 
nation’s growing leadership in ma-
rine manufacturing and innovation. 

Al-Mulla also announced new 

cultural and experiential additions, 
including the Oshar Art Gallery and 
an expanded Fishing Exhibition and 
Competition, both designed to cel-

ebrate heritage while fostering crea-
tivity and community engagement. 

The event, running until Novem-
ber 8 at Old Doha Port, is under the 

patronage of HE the Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrah-
man bin Jassim al-Thani.
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Human-centred 
development in focus 
at summit session 
The Second World Sum-

mit for Social Develop-
ment opened its second day 

yesterday with a plenary session 
focused on the main global chal-
lenges and opportunities related 
to social development.

During the session, participants 
emphasised the importance of 
strengthening international soli-
darity and placing humans at the 
centre of social policies to achieve 
sustainable well-being among 
communities.

They called for enhanced co-
operation between countries and 
international institutions to de-
velop comprehensive social poli-
cies, with a focus on investing in 
youth, women, and vulnerable 
groups to ensure sustainable so-
cial development and promote 
equality and justice.

In this context, Minister of 
Family and Social Services of 
Turkiye Mahinur Ozdemir Gok-
tas said that development is not 
measured solely by economic 
growth indicators, but also by so-
cial cohesion, citizens’ quality of 
life, and human dignity.

She added that Turkiye is work-
ing to achieve a balance between 

work, education, health, and so-
cial life, ensuring women’s em-
powerment, protecting children, 
promoting active and healthy 
lives for youth and the elderly, and 
transforming social assistance 
from temporary support into a 
sustainable environment that en-
courages citizens’ active partici-
pation in social development.

Meanwhile, Minister of Social 
Development of Oman Dr Laila 
bint Ahmed al-Najjar emphasised 
that true development begins and 
ends with humans, and that jus-
tice and equality are fundamental 
pillars for building a modern state.

She explained that Oman fol-
lows a comprehensive social strat-
egy that includes combating pov-
erty, promoting social integration, 
and distributing social benefi ts 

fairly, with a focus on supporting 
families, improving the profes-
sional environment for persons 
with disabilities and the elderly, 
and using data-driven assess-
ments to enhance social policies.

In turn, Minister of Family Af-
fairs and Social Services Sanni 
Grahn-Laasonen stressed her 
country’s full support for UN re-
form and its commitment to hu-
man rights and gender equality, 
with an emphasis on sexual and 
reproductive health and rights.

She noted that Finland is a lead-
er in social innovation, and that its 
investments in parental care, free 
education, school meals, and pub-
lic childcare have contributed to 
improving quality of life and em-
powering women to participate in 
the labour market. (QNA)

Culture ministry workshop explores 
community values and sustainability

The Wijdan Cultural Cent-
er, operating under the 
Ministry of Culture, or-

ganised a workshop yesterday on 
how community values contrib-
ute to building sustainability.

It was convened in collabo-
ration with Earthna Center for 
a Sustainable Future, a member 
of Qatar Foundation (QF) and 
explored core concepts related 
to community values, the foun-
dations of sustainability, and 
the components of national 
identity.

Head of the Institutional 
Communication and Training 
Department at Wijdan Cultural 

Center, Omar Shamseddine 
highlighted that the workshop 
represented the fi rst milestone 
of the partnership with Earthna, 
aiming to activate societal values 
in environmental and sustain-
ability issues as part of Qatar 
Sustainability Week.

The workshop sought to fa-
miliarise participants with the 
notion of values and their direct 
corollary to sustainable behav-
iour, he pointed out, empha-
sising that sustainable think-
ing must be gestated as a daily 
conscious practice, rather than 
merely commemorated on spe-
cifi c occasions, refl ecting an 

acute awareness of environmen-
tal challenges and the outgrowth 
of national eff orts in this do-
main.

Shamseddine further noted 
that the workshop drew inspira-
tion from Qatar National Vision 
2030, a robust model supporting 
sustainability across all dimen-
sions.

He stressed the pivotal role 
of cultural and societal insti-
tutions in contributing to the 
successful realisation of this 
vision through the promotion 
of community awareness and 
plenty of participatory engage-
ment. (QNA)

Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU) has been awarded 
a Unesco Chair on Digital 
Technologies and Human 
Behaviour, with the College of 
Science and Engineering’s (CSE) Dr 
Raian Ali appointed as Chairholder 
from June 2025 to June 2029.
Unesco’s Chairs Programme 
represents the organisation’s most 
significant intersectoral activity in 
higher education. The designation 
is in recognition of HBKU’s 
excellence, building on the existing 
Unesco Chairs on Environmental 
Law and Sustainable Development, 

a statement said yesterday.
The new Chair will explore the 
intersection between digital 
technologies and human behaviour, 
promoting digital well-being, 
ethical use of technology, and 
positive societal transformation. 
It will also encourage healthy 
human interaction both online and 
off line, tackling challenges such as 
Internet addiction, cyberbullying, 
and misinformation, while fostering 
active engagement in addressing 
these issues.
Commenting on the 
announcement and the 

significance of the Chair, Dr 
Mounir Hamdi, Dean, CSE, stated: 
“Technology is transforming 
every aspect of how we live, 
work, and connect. Through this 
Unesco Chair, HBKU will lead 
a global eff ort to ensure that 
digital transformation empowers 
people, strengthens communities, 
amplifies underrepresented voices, 
and contributes to a healthier 
relationship between humanity 
and evolving technologies.”
As part of its activities, the Chair 
will address the ethical implications 
of artificial intelligence (AI) while 

embracing its potential benefits, 
stressing the importance of 
aligning technology with cultural 
values and societal norms. By 
merging a cross-disciplinary 
approach within Qatar, the region 
and globally, the programme will 
promote collaboration among 
stakeholders, including ministries, 
policymakers, health professionals, 
and educators, to maximise social 
and economic impact.
The Chair will also host events that 
encourage dialogue, knowledge 
exchange, and innovation across 
academia, industry, and public 

policy. These platforms help 
co-create solutions that are more 
likely to be adopted and sustained.
Dr Ali said: “I am proud to lead 
this exceptional opportunity to 
advance research that ensures 
technology serves human values 
responsibly. At HBKU, we aim to 
generate evidence-based insights 
that promote digital well-being, 
impact-driven innovation, and a 
digital future shaped by ethics.”
By collaborating with more than 
15 partner institutions from 
over 10 countries and engaging 
around 40 professionals, the Chair 

reflects HBKU’s commitment to 
shaping a holistic and forward-
thinking ecosystem that aligns 
with Qatar’s national priorities 
and the university’s core research 
strengths, the statement added.

HBKU awarded Unesco chair on digital tech and human behaviour

Dr Raian Ali
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