
His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani met 
at the Amiri Diwan yesterday 
with Vice-President of the 
People’s Republic of China Han 
Zheng and his accompanying 
delegation, currently visiting 
Qatar to participate in the 
Second World Summit for Social 
Development, slated for Nov 
4-6 in Doha.
The meeting discussed bilat-
eral relations between the two 
friendly countries and ways to 
strengthen and develop them 
in various fields. The two sides 
also discussed key regional and 
international developments, in 

FIFA U-17 World Cup 2025 kicks off  in Qatar

The FIFA U-17 World Cup Qatar 2025 off icially kicked off  yesterday 
with eight matches held across the Aspire Zone Competition 
Complex, marking a memorable start to the first-ever 48-team 
FIFA World Cup. Hosts Qatar narrowly lost 1-0 in their opening 
match against Italy at the Mansour Muftah pitch, one of eight 
venues recently renamed to pay tribute to Qatari football legends. 
HE the Minister of Sports and Youth Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
bin Ahmed al-Thani, also Local Organising Committee (LOC) 
Chairman, said: “We are proud to host the first-ever 48-team FIFA 
tournament, which will showcase football’s exceptional emerging 
talent and celebrate the sport’s power in uniting people from all 
around the world.” Sport Page 1

Amir congratulates
Tanzania president
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani and His Highness the 
Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
al-Thani sent cables of congratulations 
to President of the United Republic of 
Tanzania, Samia Suluhu Hassan, on the 
occasion of her swearing-in for a new 
presidential term, wishing her success in 
performing the duties and for the bilateral 
relations between the two countries 
further progress and prosperity. (QNA)
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Amir opens 2nd 
WSSD 2025 today 
QNA 
Doha 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani will patronise the 
opening of the Second World Summit 

for Social Development (WSSD) 2025, today at 
the Qatar National Convention Center.

The summit will bring together Their Majes-
ties, Highnesses and Excellencies heads of state 
and government, senior offi  cials, and represent-
atives from brotherly and friendly countries, in 
addition to delegates from regional and interna-
tional organisations and institutions.

The United Nations General Assembly, 
through Resolutions 78/261 and 78/318, decided 
to convene the World Social Summit, under the 
title “Second World Summit for Social Develop-
ment”.

Thirty years after the landmark 1995 World 
Summit for Social Development in Copenhagen, 
the global community will gather once again — 
this time in Doha, Qatar, from 4-6 November 
2025 — for the Second World Summit for Social 
Development.

Building on the 10 Commitments of the 1995 
Summit and the Copenhagen Declaration, the 
Second Summit will accelerate action on pov-
erty eradication, the promotion of full employ-

ment and decent work, and social inclusion, 
ensuring that no one is left behind in an increas-
ingly complex and interconnected world. It aims 
to address persistent gaps, reaffi  rm global com-
mitment to social development, and give new 
momentum to the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

In Doha, world leaders will come together to 
redefi ne strategies for social progress, strength-
en global partnerships, and promote inclusive 
policies that foster equitable opportunities for 
all. The goal: to build societies that are more re-
silient, inclusive, and sustainable.

The summit will serve as a pivotal platform 
for dialogue, co-operation, and joint solutions, 
convening governments, international organi-
sations, the UN system, civil society, co-oper-
atives, academia, the private sector, and experts 
to strengthen international co-operation for in-
clusive social development.

Amir, King Philippe explore new 
horizons in Qatar-Belgium ties
QNA
Doha

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
met at the Amiri Diwan yes-

terday with King Philippe of the 
friendly Kingdom of Belgium on the 
occasion of his visit to Qatar to par-
ticipate in the Second World Summit 
for Social Development, which will 
begin in Doha today.

At the outset of the meeting, His 
Highness the Amir welcomed the 
king of Belgium and his accompany-
ing delegation and underscored the 
importance of the strong ties be-
tween the two countries across a va-
riety of fi elds.

His Highness further underlined 
that Qatar looks forward to strength-
ening these relations and elevating 
them to new heights for the joint in-
terests of the two friendly nations, 
expressing his thanks to the king for 
responding to the invitation to par-
ticipate in the summit.

For his part, the king of Belgium 
expressed his thanks to His Highness 
the Amir for the warm welcome and 
the invitation to participate in the 

summit, emphasising his country’s 
keenness to deepen the relations of 
friendship and co-operation with 
Qatar and advance them in all fi elds.

The king further lauded His High-
ness the Amir’s role and Qatar’s sup-
portive eff orts for peace in the region 
and the world.

During the meeting, they discussed 
the bilateral relationship between 
the two friendly nations and ways to 
enhance it in multiple areas, key re-
gional and global developments, and 
a range of subjects of shared interest.

HE the Chief of the Amiri Diwan 
Abdullah bin Mohammed bin Mu-
barak al-Khulaifi , HE the Minister of 

State at the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz 
bin Saleh al-Khulaifi , alongside a 
number of high-ranking offi  cials, at-
tended the meeting.

Attending from the Belgian side 
were Minister of Consumer Protec-
tion, the Fight against Social Fraud, 
Persons with Disabilities and Equal 
Opportunities, Rob Beenders, along 
with members of the offi  cial delega-
tion accompanying the king.

 His Highness the Amir and King 
Philippe held a bilateral meeting dur-
ing which they discussed a range of 
issues of mutual interest on the re-
gional and global stages.

Amir meets vice-president of China

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani met at the Amiri Diwan yesterday 
with President of the friendly Republic of 
Colombia Gustavo Petro and the accompanying 
delegation, currently visiting Qatar.
Discussion during the meeting focused on bilateral 
relations between the two friendly countries 
and ways to strengthen and develop them in 
various fields. The two sides also discussed the 
key regional and international developments, in 
addition to a host of topics of mutual interest.
The meeting was attended by HE the Chief of the 
Amiri Diwan Abdullah bin Mohammed al-Khulaifi, 
HE the Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh 
al-Khulaifi and a lineup of senior off icials.
On the Colombian side, the meeting was 
attended by Minister of Foreign Aff airs Rosa 
Yolanda Villavicencio Mape, Minister of Energy 
and Mines Edion Palma Egea and members 
of the off icial delegation accompanying the 
president. (QNA)

Amir meets president of Colombia

addition to a number of topics of 
common interest.
The meeting was attended by HE 
the Chief of the Amiri Diwan Ab-
dullah bin Mohammed al-Khulaifi, 

HE the Minister of State at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Moham-
med bin Abdulaziz al-Khulaifi and 
a number of ministers and senior 
officials. (QNA)
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Ending hunger and poverty is a shared responsibility: al-Misnad
QNA
Doha

HE the Minister of State for 
International Co-opera-
tion Dr Maryam bint Ali 

bin Nasser al-Misnad inaugurated 
yesterday the First Leaders’ Meet-
ing of the Global Alliance Against 
Hunger and Poverty, held on the 
sidelines of the Second World 
Summit for Social Development 
Doha 2025, hosted by Qatar from 
November 4 to 6.

In her opening remarks, HE Dr 
al-Misnad praised Brazil’s initia-
tive in launching the alliance dur-
ing its G20 presidency and the 
eff orts of its co-chairs to turn the 
initiative into a practical frame-
work serving humanity. She high-
lighted Qatar’s commitment to 
rapid response and development 

for peace, stressing that ending 
hunger and poverty is a shared re-
sponsibility requiring internation-
al solidarity and equitable part-
nerships. Dr al-Misnad noted that 
over 700mn people worldwide still 
live in extreme poverty, with con-
fl icts, climate change, debt, and 
funding shortages threatening de-
velopment in many countries.

The minister also referred to 
Qatar’s support for the Sevilla 
Commitment adopted at the 
Fourth International Conference 
on Financing for Development, 
which calls for reforms to the glo-
bal financial system and the crea-
tion of a fairer and more resilient 
global economy that ensures the 
right to development. HE Dr al-
Misnad outlined Qatar’s national 
vision for 2030, focusing on a 
diversified, sustainable, knowl-
edge- and innovation-based 

economy, human development, 
social protection, healthcare, 
and environmental preservation. 
She emphasised Qatar’s efforts 

to strengthen international part-
nerships to support multilateral 
co-operation and assist devel-
oping countries in achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals.
Highlighting Qatar’s partner-

ship with the UN, she said the 
country is implementing the Doha 
Program of Action (2022-2031) 
to help least developed countries 
move towards sustainable devel-
opment. Qatar, through the Qatar 
Fund For Development, has signed 
agreements with the UN Offi  ce of 
the High Representative for Least 
Developed Countries to fi nance 
two key projects: enhancing resil-
ience and establishing a food stor-
age system to address food insecu-
rity.

HE Dr al-Misnad added that 
Qatar provided US$4.8bn in for-
eign aid from 2022 to 2024, in-
cluding US$1bn to fi ght poverty 
and hunger, US$1bn for education, 
health, water, and clean energy, 
and allocated around US$1bn from 
its Special Drawing Rights to IMF 

funds for poverty reduction and 
resilience. The country also con-
tributed over US$30mn to UNDP’s 
Development Impact Accelerator 
Labs to support innovative com-
munity solutions.

She reaffi  rmed Qatar’s belief in 
the UN as a platform for unifying 
eff orts and strengthening multi-
lateral action, and emphasised its 
continued support for UN Resi-
dent Coordinators and develop-
ment programmes to ensure the 
eff ective implementation of the 
2030 Agenda. 

HE Dr al-Misnad concluded by 
reiterating Qatar’s commitment 
to a world free from hunger and 
poverty, emphasising that through 
partnership, investment in people, 
and a deep belief in solidarity, we 
can ensure no one is left behind, 
and that peace and development 
are shared rights for all.

First Leaders’ Meeting 
of the Global Alliance  
Against Hunger and 
Poverty begins in Doha
QNA
Doha

Qatar, in partnership with 
the UN, hosted the First 
Leaders’ Meeting of the 

Global Alliance Against Hunger 
and Poverty yesterday, ahead of 
the second World Summit for So-
cial Development 2025.

The event brought together 
more than 350 delegates repre-
senting nearly 90 countries.

Speaking at the opening, HE 
the Minister of State for Interna-
tional Co-operation, Dr Maryam 
bint Ali bin Nasser al-Misnad, 
said the meeting refl ects Qatar’s 
long-standing commitment to de-
velopment for peace and stressed 
that ending hunger and poverty 
is a shared global responsibility 
requiring international solidarity 
and partnerships based on justice 
and equality.

HE Dr al-Misnad welcomed 
participants to what she called 
their second home, Qatar, and 
praised Brazil’s initiative to launch 
the alliance during its G20 presi-
dency, highlighting the eff orts of 
co-presidents in turning the ini-
tiative into a practical platform to 
serve humanity.

She noted that over 700mn peo-
ple worldwide still live in extreme 
poverty, with the eff ects of con-
fl ict, climate change, debt accu-
mulation, and weak development 
threatening progress in many de-
veloping countries. She also wel-
comed the adoption of the Sevilla 
Commitment during the Fourth 
Financing for Development Con-
ference, emphasising the need to 
reform international development 
systems and create a fairer, more 
resilient global economic environ-
ment.

HE Dr al-Misnad outlined Qa-
tar’s eff orts under its National 
Vision 2030, including building 
a diversifi ed, knowledge-based 
economy, investing in human 
capital, strengthening social pro-
tection and healthcare, and envi-
ronmental preservation. She high-
lighted Qatar’s partnership with 
the UN in implementing the Doha 
Program of Action 2022-2031, 
aimed at empowering the least 
developed countries to transition 
toward sustainable development.

As part of these eff orts, the Qa-
tar Fund For Development signed 
agreements with the UN Offi  ce of 
the High Representative for the 
Least Developed Countries to fi -

nance two major projects: building 
resilience and establishing a food 
storage system to tackle food inse-
curity. Dr al-Misnad emphasised 
Qatar’s belief in the UN as a central 
platform for coordinating multi-
lateral eff orts and reiterated the 
country’s commitment to working 
with all partners for a world free 
from hunger and poverty, stressing 
that through partnership, invest-
ing in people, and deep solidar-
ity, no one will be left behind, and 
peace and development will be 
shared rights for all peoples.

Meanwhile, UN General Assem-
bly President, Annalena Baerbock, 
described global hunger as an “un-
acceptable humanitarian tragedy” 
and warned that rising global tem-
peratures could push an additional 
189mn people into hunger if tem-
peratures rise by 2C, or up to 1.8bn 
if the rise reaches four degrees. She 
called on the international com-
munity to act urgently, noting 
that 673mn people suff ered from 
hunger in 2024, while 2.3bn faced 
varying degrees of food insecurity.

Brazilian Minister of Social De-
velopment Wellington Dias, co-
president of the alliance, said the 
initiative has restored hunger and 
poverty to the global agenda, high-
lighting Brazil’s success in lifting 

24.4mn people out of hunger and 
7.6mn out of poverty since 2023 
through evidence-based policies 
and inclusive social and economic 
initiatives.

For her part, Spanish Secre-
tary of State for International 
Co-operation, Eva Granados, also 
a co-president, praised the alli-
ance as a model for international 
co-operation, noting that member 
countries lead with their national 
priorities while the international 
community provides co-ordinat-
ed support. She stressed Spain’s 
commitment to combating hunger 
with a rights-based, gender-re-
sponsive approach and announced 
plans to launch a new co-opera-
tion strategy on the right to food 
next year.

The alliance has, within a year 
of its launch, fostered new part-
nerships in countries including 
Ethiopia, Haiti, Kenya, Palestine, 
and Zambia, combining interna-
tional fi nancial institutions, UN 
agencies, donors, and NGOs to im-
plement integrated national pro-
grammes addressing hunger and 
poverty through social protection, 
agriculture, nutrition, and climate 
adaptation under the Fast Track 
initiative launched nine months 
ago.

Qatar stands in solidarity with Afghanistan
Qatar has announced that it stands in solidarity with Afghanistan in curbing the impacts of the earthquake that 
hit the northern region of the country, resulting in hundreds of fatalities and injuries. In a statement yesterday, the 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs extended Qatar’s condolences to the families of the victims, the caretaker government, 
and the people of Afghanistan, while wishing a speedy recovery for the injured. (QNA)

Amir congratulates Cameroon president on his re-election
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Hamad al-Thani sent cables of congratulations to President of the Republic of Cameroon, Paul Biya on the 
occasion of his re-election for a new presidential term, wishing him success in performing his duties, and for the 
relations between the two countries further development and growth.
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HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani met yesterday with Secretary-General of the UN Antonio Guterres, during his visit to the 
country to participate in the Second World Summit for Social Development (WSSD), hosted by the 
State of Qatar from November 4-6. During the meeting, they discussed co-operation relations between 
Qatar and the UN and ways to support and strengthen them. They also discussed the developments 
in the Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian territories, in light of the agreement on the terms and 
mechanisms for implementing the first phase of the ceasefire agreement in Gaza, and ways to ensure 
the full implementation of the agreement. They also discussed topics on the agenda of the 2nd WSSD. 
The secretary-general of the UN thanked the State of Qatar for hosting the conference, voicing his hope 
that it would succeed in achieving its desired goals. In turn, HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs emphasised that the convening of the 2nd WSSD in Doha reflects the close strategic partnership 
between the State of Qatar and the UN. HE Sheikh Mohammed also stressed Qatar’s firm commitment to 
international solidarity and multilateral co-operation to achieve social development. (QNA)

PM meets UN secretary-general

‘Doha Declaration marks major  
step toward new social contract’

UN Deputy Secretary-Gen-
eral, Amina J Mohammed, 
has said that the ‘Doha 

Declaration on Social Develop-
ment’, to be issued from the Sec-
ond World Summit for Social 
Development hosted by Qatar 
from November 4-6, represents a 
signifi cant step toward building a 
new social contract that promotes 
justice, equality, and inclusive, 
sustainable development.

In a recorded video address de-
livered at the Doha Solutions Fo-
rum for Social Development on 
Monday, she emphasised that the 
Doha Declaration will serve as a 
key milestone in advancing the 
global social development agenda, 
especially given that nearly half of 
the world’s population lacks social 
protection.

She praised Qatar’s eff orts in 
driving global initiatives to bridge 
gaps in social development and 
expressed gratitude to both Qatar 
and France for organising the So-
lutions Forum, aimed at fostering 
social innovation and exchanging 
solutions to global challenges. The 
UN top offi  cial noted that press-
ing issues such as climate change, 
confl icts, and pandemics present 

new obstacles to social develop-
ment, pushing entire communi-
ties into the margins, particularly 
women and youth with limited 
access to education and employ-
ment.

She stressed that real change 
stems from ongoing eff orts led by 
youth, entrepreneurs, and social 
workers across societies, high-
lighting the UN’s support for in-
novators and change-makers 
worldwide.

In closing, the UN deputy sec-
retary-general called for scaling up 
innovative solutions that demon-
strate eff ectiveness on the ground 
and turning inspiring experiences 
into tangible actions that contrib-
ute to achieving the sustainable 
development goals (SDGs) for fu-
ture generations.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres arrived in Doha yesterday to participate in the Second World 
Summit for Social Development, hosted by Qatar from Nov 4-6. He was welcomed upon arrival at 
Hamad International Airport by HE the Permanent Representative of the State of Qatar to the UN, 
Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin Saif al-Thani. (QNA)

UN secretary-general arrives in Doha

Innovative tie-ups 
needed globally  
to fund social 
development, 
says Baerbock
QNA
Doha

President of the 80th session of the UN General 
Assembly, Annalena Baerbock, stressed that 
the Second World Summit for Social Develop-

ment (Doha 2025) presents an ideal opportunity to 
transition from charting plans to deploying practi-
cal solutions for the social challenges facing many of 
the world’s communities.

Addressing the Doha Solutions Forum for Social 
Development, held yesterday as part of the summit 
hosted by Qatar from Nov 4-6, Baerbock affi  rmed 
that the broad participation expected at the summit 
will help impart prolifi c experiences and explore the 
best solutions to address both current and future so-
cial challenges.

The summit broadly aims to unify eff orts and 
share expertise to build practical and enduring so-
lutions for global social development challenges, 
Baerbock underlined. She lavished praise on Qatar’s 
role in backing international eff orts to address social 
problems worldwide, particularly through host-
ing this monumental global event. The real chal-
lenge before the international community today, in 
terms of social development, lies in the capacity to 
implement solutions eff ectively, failure of which ex-
acerbates suff ering. Therefore, the Doha summit is 
a perfect platform for learning, inspiring ideas, and 
fostering joint action toward a better future for all, 
she highlighted.

The UN offi  cial cited a slew of successful glo-
bal initiatives in social development, including the 
Sierra Leone initiative for enabling economic in-
dependence for persons with disabilities, which 
demonstrates empowerment through economic 
self-reliance rather than charity, achieved by re-
moving barriers to employment, providing voca-
tional training, and off ering microloans for entre-
preneurial projects.

Similarly, India’s Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana 

(PMJDY) has opened over 531mn new bank accounts, 
expanding the scope of social services, while civil 
society organisations in Sri Lanka launched a digital 
platform that created more than 25,000 job oppor-
tunities, underscoring that such initiatives demon-
strate the immense value of collaboration between 
governments, the private sector, and civil society, 
she outlined.

She pointed out that the massive challenge before 
policymakers lies in scaling such solutions and mo-
bilising essential resources to implement them on 
the ground. 

The global fi nancing gap in social development, 
estimated at approximately US$4tn, underscores 
the urgent necessity to establish cooperative frame-
works and innovative fi nancial instruments capable 
of scaling pilot projects into large-scale initiatives 
benefi ting millions, particularly in areas such as dig-
ital transformation, infrastructure enhancement, 
and social inclusion, Baerbock noted.

She further indicated that public-private sector 
partnerships, alongside civil society engagement, 
are the bedrock of achieving comprehensive devel-
opment, emphasising that the private sector should 
be conceived not merely as a source of funding but as 
a strategic partner in innovation and solution crea-
tion. She stressed the importance of women’s em-
powerment and providing opportunities for them to 
assume leadership across diverse fi elds, in addition 
to recognising existing solutions, exploring novel 
ones, and sharing expertise to build a more just and 
enduring future.

Platform to bolster social justice: al-Naimi

The Second World Summit 
for Social Development - 
Doha 2025, which begins 

in Qatar today, represents a high-
profi le global platform for sharing 
successful expertise and experi-
ences in the area of social devel-
opment, CEO of the Qatar Foun-
dation for Social Work (QFSW) 
Rashid al-Naimi told Qatar News 
Agency (QNA).

Al-Naimi emphasised that the 
summit will contribute to chart-
ing visions and policies that foster 
social justice, creating an oppor-
tunity to shed light on the State 
of Qatar’s leading eff orts in pro-
moting social development and 

the principles of cohesion and in-
terdependence. He noted that the 
summit will demonstrate integra-
tion between civil society institu-
tions and government agencies in 
supporting targeted groups, un-
derscoring the Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030 in building a tight-knit, 
prosperous community founded 
on justice and equality.  

He further indicated that the 
participation of QFSW, along with 
its operating centres, in this sum-
mit comes as part of its commit-
ment to the national mission of 
supporting these segments and 
empowering them to eff ectively 
contribute to sustainable develop-

ment through the exchange of ex-
pertise and the provision of crea-
tive models in social care.

Al-Naimi highlighted that dur-
ing the summit, QFSW will organ-
ise several sessions and events that 
showcase national experiences in 
the fi eld of social inclusion, men-
tal health promotion, and family 
support, in addition to leveraging 
technology as a social enabler to 
achieve comprehensive develop-
ment. 

He underscored the QFSW’s 
commitment to utilising such 
platforms to reinforce collabora-
tion with regional and interna-
tional organisations. (QNA)

‘Key meeting for exchange of expertise’
Minister for Social and Family 
Development of the Republic 
of Singapore, Masagos Zulkifli, 
aff irmed that the Second World 
Summit for Social Development, 
which opens today in Doha, 
represents an opportunity to 
reinforce the United Nations’ and 
the international community’s 
role in bridging gaps in social 
development and advancing 
social justice. In remarks to 
Qatar News Agency (QNA) 
during his participation in 
the Doha Solutions Forum for 
Social Development yesterday, 

he described the summit as 
an important platform for 
exchanging expertise and 
learning from the experiences 
of diff erent countries to 
close divides and promote 
development and social justice, 
as well as a chance to understand 
challenges and build lasting 
networks of collaboration. The 
Singaporean minister emphasised 
that the key to eff ecting global 
change lies in lifelong learning, 
particularly in light of current 
technological shifts that demand 
advanced skills and the creation 

of innovative educational models 
within traditional education 
systems. He stressed that 
education has the potential to 
bring transformative progress in 
social development.
In this context, he outlined his 
country’s experience in social 
development, noting that 
Singapore has a strong education 
system and recognised early on 
the importance of developing 
human skills in response to 
technological changes and the 
critical role of lifelong learning. 
(QNA)
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Minister opens 
Doha Solutions  
Forum for Social 
Development
QNA
Doha

HE the Minister of Social 
Development and Family 
Buthaina bint Ali al-Jabr 

al-Nuaimi, inaugurated yesterday 
the Doha Solutions Forum for So-
cial Development. The event was 
organised by Qatar in collaboration 
with the French Republic and with 
the support of the UN Department 
of Economic and Social Aff airs 
(UN DESA).

The convening of the forum is 
part of WSSD Doha 2025, hosted 
by the State of Qatar from Nov 4 
to 6.

The forum was intended to ex-
plore innovative solutions and 
eff ective policies in the areas of 
social development, in addition 

to enhancing international dia-
logue on avenues for building more 
comprehensive, just, and enduring 
communities.

In her opening remarks, al-
Nuaimi affi  rmed that the forum 
epitomises the State of Qatar’s 
commitment to continuing its 
leading role in supporting social 
development both on the national 
and global stages, refl ecting its vi-
sion of making humans the lynch-
pin of development objectives.

The ministry’s Strategy 
2025-2030, under the theme 
“From Care to Empowerment”, 
provides a practical framework 
translating Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030, through strengthening 
tight-knit families, empowering 
women, supporting individuals 
with disabilities and the elderly, 
expanding the scope of voluntary 

work and societal engagement, 
and advancing social protection 
systems to foster self-reliance and 
equality of opportunities, Her Ex-
cellency underlined.

She underscored that digital 
transformation is a core pillar of 
the social development system 
Qatar has adopted, emphasising 
that investment in innovation and 
the building of human capacities 
is the pathway toward achieving 
more sustainable and just devel-
opment. 

The forum concluded by under-
lining the importance of unifying 
regional and global eff orts to ac-
celerate the pace of social progress 
and deepen collaboration to build a 
more comprehensive and equitable 
future that bolsters human welfare 
and achieves comprehensive de-
velopment.

MSDF inks agreement with IDA 

to promote disability rights
QNA
Doha

The Ministry of Social De-
velopment and Family 
(MSDF) yesterday signed a 

memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) with the International Dis-
ability Alliance (IDA). The MoU 
aims to enhance collaboration in 
the fi eld of supporting and em-
powering persons with disabili-
ties.

The signing took place on the 
margins of the preparatory events 
for the Global Disability Summit 
2028, held at Multaqa (Educa-
tion City Student Center) of Qa-
tar Foundation, under the theme: 
from commitments to change: 
the journey toward Doha. HE the 
Minister of Social Development 
and Family Buthaina bint Ali al-
Jabr al-Nuaimi said the signing 
of the MoU comes as part of the 
State of Qatar’s enduring com-
mitment to advancing the rights 
of persons with disabilities and 
enabling their full participation 
across all spheres of life.

The memorandum intends to 
support persons with disabilities, 
hone their skills, and safeguard 
their dignity and autonomy, in 
addition to strengthening pro-
grammes and initiatives that fos-
ter their access to employment 
opportunities, healthcare, and 
community participation, al-
Nuaimi highlighted. HE al-Nuai-
mi explained that the move aligns 
with the MSDF’s vision of build-
ing an inclusive society founded 
on dynamic national and interna-
tional partnerships.

She announced that the State of 
Qatar will host the fourth Global 
Disability Summit 2028 in Doha, 

noting that this hosting will build 
upon the achievements realised 
through co-operation with re-
gional and global partners. For his 
part, President of IDA and Presi-
dent of the Arab Organisation of 
Persons with Disabilities (AOPD), 
Dr Nawaf Kabbara, affi  rmed that 
this partnership represents a phe-
nomenal model of international 
co-operation that can contribute 
to advancing the rights and em-
powerment of persons with dis-
abilities worldwide.

He commended the leading role 
assumed by Qatar in this domain, 
noting that his visits to several 
institutions concerned with per-
sons with disabilities in Qatar re-
vealed advanced experiences and 
exemplary practices that reaffi  rm 
the nation’s steadfast commit-
ment to promoting inclusion and 
meaningful participation of this 
group, emphasising that Qatar 
has emerged as a regional and glo-
bal role model.

He added that the national ef-
forts in Qatar embody dynamic 
leadership and a genuine desire to 
ensure that persons with disabili-
ties are partners in development 

and prosperity, noting that this 
approach serves as an inspiring 
model for many countries and in-
ternational organisations.

Dr Kabbara, in his capacity as 
President of AOPD, touted the 
progress materialised across the 
Arab region in empowering per-
sons with disabilities, emphasis-
ing that such strides reinforce the 
prospects for achieving inclusive 
and sustainable development on 
both the national and regional 
stages. The programme of the 
event, which brought together in-
ternational and regional offi  cials 
and experts, featured a series of 
panel discussions and special-
ised workshops, most notably a 
session on global horizons: from 
Berlin to Amman 2025, a session 
on innovation in inclusion, and a 
workshop on the invisible major-
ity: bridging the disability data 
gap. The programme also includ-
ed specialised workshops titled: 
from disability to participation 
and integrating children with dis-
abilities, organised in collabora-
tion with the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) and the Unicef 
programme.

Sierra Leone seeks to benefi t from 
Qatar’s social development expertise 
QNA
Doha

Minister of Social Welfare 
in Sierra Leone, Melrose 
Karminty, has heaped 

praise on the significant strides 
of Qatar has made in the area of 
social development, affirming 
that the convening of the Second 
World Summit for Social Devel-
opment in Qatar today comes at 
a consequential moment since 
the Copenhagen Summit in 1995, 
providing an opportunity to ex-
plore practical solutions for so-
cial development at a time when 
the world is passing through a 
critical phase.

Karminty highlighted to Qatar 
News Agency (QNA) that Sierra 
Leone wishes to exchange exper-

tise with Qatar throughout the 
summit, emphasising her inten-
tion to both share expertise and 
learn from the experiences of 
other nations.

She underlined that the sum-
mit provides a platform to ex-
plore the support Sierra Leone 
needs to work together as devel-
opment partners in addressing 
the most pressing global chal-
lenges. She further noted that 
her country aims to achieve so-
cial development, including the 
eradication of poverty as out-
lined in the Copenhagen Decla-
ration, while ensuring the provi-

sion of skills, capacity-building, 
and access to decent job op-
portunities for the people of Si-
erra Leone, including men and 
women. Sierra Leone likewise 
seeks to foster social inclusion, 
particularly for women, per-
sons with disabilities, and young 
people, who are often excluded. 
This summit represents an op-
portunity to share solutions for 
achieving social cohesion and 
inclusion for all, leaving no one 
behind, Karminty said.

Karminty further asserted that 
the broad participation in the 
Doha Summit aims to facilitate 
collaboration among all par-
ticipating nations since the Co-
penhagen Summit and address 
issues related to poverty and ex-
clusion, ensuring the inclusion 
of the most vulnerable segments 
of society worldwide.

Sierra Leone likewise seeks 
to foster social inclusion, 
particularly for women, 
persons with disabilities, and 
young people, who are oft en 
excluded

Shura Council refers draft general 
budget 2026 to Finance Committee
QNA
Doha

The Shura Council held its 
weekly session yesterday for 
the fi rst regular session of the 

second legislative term in Tamim 
bin Hamad Hall at the Council’s 
headquarters, under the chair-
manship of HE the Speaker of the 
Shura Council Hassan bin Abdul-
lah al-Ghanem. At the beginning 
of the session, the Shura Council 
expressed appreciation and pride 
in the State of Qatar’s hosting of 
the Second World Summit for So-
cial Development, which begins in 
Doha today. 

It embodies Qatar’s fi rm interest, 
under the leadership of His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani, in placing human 
beings and comprehensive devel-
opment as the focus and goal of 
development. In this context, the 
council praised the summit and its 
important events, expressing its 
anticipation of the Parliamentary 
Forum and its outcomes, which it 
will hold on the sidelines in co-
operation with the Inter-Parlia-
mentary Union, as an eff ective plat-
form for exchanging experiences 
and enhancing the parliamentary 
role in supporting social develop-
ment paths. Following this, HE the 
Secretary-General of the Shura 

Council Nayef bin Mohammed al-
Mahmoud read out the agenda and 
the council approved the minutes of 
its previous session. During the ses-
sion, HE the Speaker of the Shura 
Council Hassan bin Abdullah al-
Ghanem informed the council that 
the draft state general budget for the 
2026 fi scal year and the draft law 
approving the state general budget 
had been referred to the Economic 
and the Financial Aff airs Commit-
tee, in accordance with Article 135 of 
the Council’s Internal Regulations, 
which stipulates that the Chairman 
shall refer the draft general budget 
to the committee immediately upon 
receiving it for study, and shall in-
form the council of this at the fi rst 
subsequent session.

The Shura Council reviewed a 
draft law amending some provi-
sions of Law No. 3 of 2016 regard-
ing the regulation of birth and death 
registration, which was referred to 
it by the esteemed government, and 
decided to refer it to the Legal and 
Legislative Aff airs Committee to 
study it and submit its report on it 

to the council. The council reviewed 
the statement of the esteemed gov-
ernment regarding the proposal 
made by the Shura Council con-
cerning the cultural legacy project 
for hosting the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, and decided to refer it to 
the Education, Culture, Sports and 
Media Aff airs Committee to study 
it and submit its report on it to the 
council.

Furthermore, the council re-
viewed the report on the participa-
tion of HE the Deputy Speaker of 
the Shura Council Dr Hamda bint 
Hassan al-Sulaiti in the work of 
the 296th session of the Executive 
Committee of the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union, which was held in the 
Greek city of Olympia in July, in her 
capacity as vice-chair of the com-
mittee for the Arab Group.

The council also reviewed the 
report on the participation of mem-
bers of the Arab Parliament in the 
work of the fi fth session of the fi rst 
session of the fourth legislative term 
of the Arab Parliament, which was 
held in Cairo in July. 
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In the lead-up to the Formula 1 
Qatar Airways Qatar Grand Prix 
2025, Lusail International Circuit 
(LIC) will hold mall activations 
designed to engage fans of all 
ages. Motorsport enthusiasts 
across Doha will have the chance 
to experience the excitement 
of Formula 1 first hand through 
interactive installations.
At Place Vendôme Mall, ground 
floor by Paul Café, the #Qatar GP 
Village will welcome visitors, until 
November 30, during mall operating 
hours with a variety of interactive 
experiences free of charge for kids 
and adults. 
Fans can test their racing skills in 

the VR Pit Stop Challenge, compete 
on F1 simulators, explore hologram 
boxes, solve racing-themed puzzles, 
design their own helmets via the 
“Build Your Helmet” app, and 
capture memories at dedicated 
photo booths. The Cheer Wall 
will allow visitors to celebrate the 
passion of Formula 1.
Fatima al-Qaedi, marketing and 
communications manager at LIC, 
said: “We aim to tap into diff erent 
segments in our activation: 
education, art, technology, and fun 
as this is what F1 is all about, and 
we want to make sure that Doha, 
and everyone coming to Doha, 
celebrates this with us.”

Formula 1 mall activations to engage fansFormula 1 mall activations to engage fans

‘Oshar’ art gallery brings 
Qatar’s maritime heritage 
to life at QBS 2025
Old Doha Port is set to un-

veil the “Oshar” gallery, 
the fi rst-ever art show-

case at the Qatar Boat Show 
(QBS) 2025, taking place along 
the Shoreline Display throughout 
the event from November 5-8. 

The gallery will showcase mar-
itime-themed artworks inspired 
by Qatar’s seafaring legacy, invit-
ing visitors to explore and pur-
chase original pieces created by 
artists based in Qatar.

Held under the patronage of 
HE the Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim al-Thani, QBS 2025 
continues to position Old Doha 
Port as a destination where cul-
ture, commerce, and community 
converge, connecting the world 

to Qatar’s enduring maritime 
story.

The term “Oshar”, meaning 
“modern dhow”, was historically 
used by Qataris to describe ves-
sels that represented progress 
while preserving traditional sea-
faring values. 

The QBS art gallery at Old 
Doha Port revives that authentic 
nostalgia through the artworks of 
artists based in Qatar who draw 
inspiration from the spirit of the 
sea and the memories of their an-
cestors, keeping the port a living 
witness to a beautiful dialogue 
between past and present.

The gallery transforms the ma-
rina’s shoreline into a space for 
creativity and refl ection, featur-
ing works by Yousif Ahmed, Sal-
man al-Malik, Maryam al-Attiya, 

Ali Ghaddaf, Nawal al-Mannai, 
Hind al-Obaidli, Maryam Mo-
hammed Abdulla, Lina al-Aali, 
Hayan Maani, Salem Mathkour, 
Najla al-Khalifa and Shuaa Ali 

which invites visitors to explore 
Qatar’s maritime legacy through 
art and support local talent in-
spired by the ocean that shaped 
the nation’s story.

Emerging Qatari artist’s 
piece highlights deep 
cultural bonds with Japan

By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

Emerging Qatari artist Moza 
al-Marri has brought the 
warmth of both Qatari and 

Japanese traditions onto one can-
vas, and in doing so, earned fi rst 
prize in the 2025 Japan-Qatar Il-
lustration Contest.

Her winning piece, titled 
“Qahwa to Ocha – Coff ee and 
Tea”, celebrates the shared cultural 
essence of hospitality, the gesture 
of off ering a drink, whether Arabic 
coff ee or Japanese tea, as a univer-
sal language of respect and con-
nection.

“It’s not just colours and lines. 
Art is a message you send to the 
world. I wanted to show that de-
spite our distance, Qatar and Ja-
pan share deep similarities, in 
how we welcome people, how we 
sit together, even in our architec-
ture and manners,” al-Marri told 
Gulf Times on the sidelines of the 
awarding ceremony at the Japa-
nese embassy in Doha recently.

Her research-driven approach 
refl ects her belief that meaningful 
art begins with understanding.

“You need to research, to brain-
storm, to understand the idea be-
fore applying it,” she said, noting 
that both cultures value hospital-
ity, gratitude, and harmony.

Asked why Japanese culture, 
particularly anime and manga, 
which is gaining popularity among 
Qatari youth, al-Marri described 
it as part of a broader curiosity and 
cultural openness.

“It’s something new, something 
diff erent. People here love discov-
ering new art forms and feeling 
they belong to something. The an-
ime community in Qatar is grow-
ing and it brings people together, 
especially the youth,” she said.

Al-Marri noted that what was 
once a niche interest has blos-
somed into a thriving subculture: 
“Years ago, anime wasn’t well-
known here. Now, families sup-
port their children’s interests in it, 
and that’s beautiful to see.

She added that Qatar is even 
developing its own anime produc-

tions, and described it as “a prom-
ising future.”

For al-Marri, initiatives like the 
Japan-Qatar Illustration Contest 
go beyond art competitions, they 
are cultural dialogues.

“You need to think of the other 
side. When I worked on my illus-
tration, I thought, what if a Japa-
nese person saw this? It would 
help them understand us better 
and the same goes for us under-
standing them. It’s a two-way 
message,” she said.

Her refl ections echo the con-
test’s broader mission: to foster 
understanding, empathy, and col-
laboration between Qatar and Ja-
pan through creativity.

Al-Marri termed such experi-
ence as “wholesome” and deeply 
rewarding, saying: “I had to set 
aside a lot in my life to focus on 
this piece, but it was worth it. 
Seeing how well the contest was 
organised, how much eff ort the 
embassy and team put into it, it 
shows how much they care.”

She hopes future editions will 
draw even more participation, 
stressing that “there’s so much 
talent here in Qatar, and next time, 
I want to see thousands joining”.

Al-Marri’s growing portfolio 
also includes her contribution to 
the “For Palestine” student art ex-
hibition at Multaqa Art Gallery in 
2023, another proof to her drive to 
use art as a form of empathy, ad-
vocacy, and connection.

Emerging Qatari artist Moza 
al-Marri showing her winning 
artwork.

Katara to host fi rst joint Arab 
Festival of Arab Opera Houses

Katara Cultural Village has announced the organisation of the first joint 
Arab Festival of Arab Opera Houses in collaboration with the Arab Or-
ganisation for Education, Culture, and Science (Alecso) from December 

8-11, with the participation of 13 Arab opera houses and a distinguished group 
of Arab artists.

The Egyptian Opera House has been selected as the Guest of Honour for the 
festival’s first edition, as it is the oldest Arab opera house. It was established in 
1869 under the name “Khedivial Opera House” and remained a cultural beacon 
for 102 years until it was destroyed by fire in October 1971. It was later reopened 
in October 1988.

At the opening ceremony, the renowned Arab composer Omar Khairat will be 
honoured for his timeless contributions that enriched Arab sentiment and el-
evated the status of Arab music in regional and international forums. His com-
positions have built a bridge between authenticity and innovation, and he is 
known for blending Eastern and Western instruments, giving his works a global 
character. The opening event will also include musical and operatic perform-
ances featuring the Cairo Opera Orchestra alongside the Qatar Philharmonic 
Orchestra.

Katara had previously hosted the first Arab meeting of Arab opera theatres, in 
collaboration with Alecso, in December 2024 under the slogan “Towards an Arab 
Operatic Renaissance”.
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The Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change’s Department of Wildlife 
Development yesterday organised the 
National Workshop to Support Eff orts to 
Combat Ivory Traff icking.
The event was part of Qatar’s commitment 
to implementing the National Ivory Trade 
Control Plan, approved in 2018.
The resource person was international 
expert Jonathan Bardoux, a leading 
specialist in issues related to the 
Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES) and the combating of illegal 
wildlife trade.
The workshop aimed to enhance the 
capacity of national task forces and 
strengthen coordination among entities 

involved in implementing the national plan. 
It focused on discussing the latest methods 
for enforcing the CITES Convention, 
mechanisms for combating wildlife-related 
crimes, inspection procedures at border 
crossings, and international co-operation 
frameworks to curb the illegal trade in ivory 
and other wildlife products.
The event saw broad participation from 
relevant national authorities, including the 
General Authority of Customs, the Ministry 
of Interior, Hamad International Airport, 
the Civil Aviation Authority, Qatar Airways, 
and the Municipality and Environment 
Prosecution, underscoring the importance 
of the integrated eff orts and inter-agency 
coordination in addressing the issue of 
illicit ivory trade.

Workshop on combating illegal trade in ivoryWorkshop on combating illegal trade in ivory

Ministry of Municipality 
organises activities at QSW
The Ministry of Municipal-

ity, represented by sev-
eral municipalities and the 

Public Cleanliness Department, 
organised a variety of awareness 
and agricultural activities aimed 
at promoting environmental 
awareness and fostering a culture 
of sustainability as part of Qatar 
Sustainability Week (QSW), un-
der the theme ‘For a Sustainable 
Future’. 

Doha Municipality, in co-oper-
ation with the Public Cleanliness 
Department, organised an aware-
ness lecture titled “The Benefi ts 
of Home Gardening and the Waste 
Sorting at Source Programme”, in 
partnership with the Qatar Social 
Work Foundation and Elite Recy-
cling Company.

Salem Abdullah al-Ahwal, head 
of the Parks and Gardens Section 
at Doha Municipality, stressed the 
importance of spreading environ-
mental and social awareness and 
encouraging eco-friendly prac-
tices at home.

Hamad al-Tamimi, head of the 
Awareness and Education Section 
at the Public Cleanliness Depart-
ment, noted that QSW refl ects 
the commitment of Qatar and the 
Ministry of Municipality to adopt 

sustainable practices and main-
tain a clean environment for fu-
ture generations. 

Al Wakra Municipality partici-
pated in a beach cleanup campaign 
at Al Wakra Public Beach, in co-
operation with University of Doha 
for Science and Technology and 
the Friends of the Environment 
Center, with the participation of 

volunteers and students. 
Al Khor and Al Thakhira Mu-

nicipality, in co-operation with 
the Youth Committee at Al Khor 
Sports Club, organised an agri-
cultural workshop for students 
of Abdullah bin Ali Al-Misnad 
Preparatory School for Boys. The 
workshop covered planting tech-
niques, plant care, and the im-

portance of conserving natural 
resources, along with interactive 
activities designed to enhance 
environmental awareness in a 
hands-on way.

Umm Salal Municipality also 
held an educational and agricul-
tural workshop for students of 
Rosy Land Nursery.

QSW mobilises 
nationwide green 
movement

Since it was launched in 2015, 
Qatar Sustainability Week 
(QSW) has evolved  into a 

cornerstone of the nation’s envi-
ronmental movement – engaging 
over 750,000 participants, sup-
porting 2,700 events, and part-
nering with more than 1,650 or-
ganisations.

This year, QSW led by Earthna 
Centre for a Sustainable Future, 
a member of Qatar Foundation in 
collaboration with the Ministry of 
Environment and Climate Change 
marks its 10th anniversary and its 
impact is clear across sectors, and 
society.

“Over the past nine editions, Qa-
tar Sustainability Week has trans-
formed from a platform for aware-
ness and individual action into a 
nationwide movement that brings 
together every part of society,” Shi-
reen Obeidat, head, Partnerships 
and Outreach from Earthna, said. 

Through QSW, community-
led clean-up drives have removed 
thousands of kilograms of waste 
from public spaces, while corpo-
rate partners have implemented 
waste reduction and energy effi  -
ciency measures. 

Educational institutions have 
adopted long-term sustainabil-
ity programmes inspired by their 
participation in the week, and 
food sustainability has taken cen-
tre stage. 

QSW has also given rise to 
community-led projects, such 
as Earthna’s mangrove restora-
tion eff orts, that have grown into 
long-term stewardship programs 
involving families, students, and 
volunteers.

“Mathaf: Arab Museum of 
Modern Art, has invited the pub-
lic to co-create an environmental 
artwork symbolising collective 
action, and composting initia-
tives, neighbourhood clean-ups, 
and youth-led sustainability clubs 
have become enduring eff orts that 
extend well beyond the week it-
self,” Obeidat said. “One example 
is the growing role of Green Island 
[QF’s community-centric, Edu-
cation City-based recycling hub], 
which now serves as a platform 
for hands-on community engage-
ment.” 

Rashid Ali al-Jabr al-Naimi, 
representative of the Ministry of 
Sports and Youth, reiterated that 
youth participation is not merely 
a complementary element, but 
rather the true driving force behind 
Qatar’s sustainability journey.

The inspectors of the Ministry 
of Environment and Climate 
Change’s Department of Land 
Protection have taken part in 
the Camel Mzayen (beauty) 
Festival held in the central 
region. 
This initiative is part of 
the ministry’s plan to 
ensure compliance with 
environmental regulations 
and to preserve the integrity 
of natural ecosystems in areas 
of desert gatherings.
During the event, inspectors 
from the department 
supervised the designated 
camping and settlement 
sites, ensuring adherence to 
guidelines governing camel 
handling, while working to 
prevent any practices that 
might negatively impact the 
desert environment or harm 
biodiversity.

The inspectors also made sure 
to enhance the awareness 
of the participants on the 
importance of maintaining 
cleanliness and avoiding harm 
to wild plants and wildlife, 
contributing to the protection 
of Qatar’s environmental 
heritage and the sustainability 
of its natural resources.
This participation comes 
as part of a series of 
field initiatives and 
engagements implemented 
by the Department of Land 
Protection in cooperation 
with the organisers of 
national festivals and 
events, with the aim of 
raising environmental 
awareness and reinforcing 
a culture of shared 
responsibility among 
participants and visitors 
toward Qatar’s environment.

Ministry of Environment 
takes part in organising 
Camel Mzayen Festival

Doha Bank and Mastercard have 
collaborated to launch the World 
Legend Exclusive Mastercard, a 
metal credit card product that sets a 
new standard for premium banking 
in Qatar, a statement said yesterday.
Doha Bank has thus become the 
first bank in the country and one of 
the first in the region to bring this 
elite off ering to customers.
World Legend Exclusive Mastercard 
delivers a range of ultra-premium 
benefits including access to upscale 
travel experiences, luxury hotel 
upgrades, and curated global 
events through The Mastercard 
Collection programme. 
Cardholders also enjoy exceptional 
benefits, earning loyalty points across 
travel, dining, and retail categories. 
For frequent travellers, the card 
off ers complimentary access to over 1,000 airport lounges worldwide, 
dedicated fast-track lanes, and premium concierge along with travel 
insurance and priority services. 
Additionally, cardholders receive a complimentary ‘Privilee’ 
membership, granting exclusive access to Qatar’s iconic resorts, top 
notch restaurants, and premium gyms. 
Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Fahad bin Faisal al-Thani, Group CEO, Doha 
Bank, said: “Our persevering endeavours are always steered to off er 
best-in-class products and lead the competition on this front. We 
leverage our ties with global alliances, including Mastercard, towards 
this mutual objective. 
J K Khalil, Division President, East Arabia, Mastercard, said: “Qatar is 
a vital market for us, and our collaboration with Doha Bank to launch 
the first World Legend Exclusive Mastercard credit card in the market 
reflects our shared ambition to drive innovation and deliver exceptional 
value to customers.”
Dimitrios Kokosioulis, Deputy CEO, Doha Bank, added: “By launching 
this first-of-its-kind credit product in Qatar, Doha Bank reaff irms its 
leadership in providing added value to customers, off ering the best 
solutions and services.”
Erdem Çakar, Country Manager, Qatar and Kuwait, Mastercard, added: 
“The World Legend Exclusive Mastercard off ers a suite of privileges and 
rewards that make every moment more meaningful and rewarding for 
our elite cardholders.”
Last year, Doha Bank and Mastercard entered a long-term strategic 
collaboration that aims to shape Qatar’s payments landscape.

‘World Legend Exclusive Mastercard’ 
launched in Qatar firstFirst WCM-Q AI hackathon drives First WCM-Q AI hackathon drives 

tech innovation in healthcaretech innovation in healthcare

Weill Cornell Medicine - Qatar 
(WCM-Q) hosted its first AI 
Hackathon, a collaborative, 
interdisciplinary event that 
brought together medical 
students from WCM-Q with 
computer science students from 
Cornell University and Cornell 
Tech to co-develop AI-driven 
solutions for real, pressing clinical 
challenges.
The two-day event, titled “MedAI 
Hack Collaborative: Unlocking 
Precision Health with AI”, co-
sponsored by Dr Javaid Sheikh, 
dean of WCM-Q, and Dr Curtis 
Cole, global chief information 
off icer of Cornell University, 
marked a milestone in WCM-Q’s 
mission to champion innovation 
at the intersection of medicine, 
data science, and technology.
Six interdisciplinary teams 
took part, merging the clinical 
knowledge of WCM-Q students 
with the technical expertise of 
Cornell University and Cornell 
Tech computer science students, 
fostering creativity, teamwork, 
and problem-solving at the 
forefront of medical AI. 

The teams were also guided 
by experts in clinical medicine, 
biomedical research, radiology, 
AI innovation, data science, and 
health informatics, while a team 
of mentors comprising Cornell 
faculty, WCM-Q faculty, and 
WCM-Q clinical alumni, provided 
continuous technical and clinical 
guidance to help students refine 
solutions and ensure real-world 
relevance. 
The judges selected the 
“Federated Nomads” team as 
winners which addressed the 
federated learning for clinical 
risk prediction challenge, in 
recognition of their creativity, 
technical rigour, and the potential 
to transform healthcare delivery. 
The winning team comprised 
WCM-Q medical students, 
Mahmoud Yousef, Kareem Ali, 
and Aqib Abdul Rahman; WCM-Q 
pre-medical student Mohammed 
Abdulla; Cornell University 
computer science student 
Vignesh Rangarajan, M Eng 
’26, and Yann Hicke, a doctoral 
student in the field of computer 
science.
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Awqaf 
seminar set 
to explore 
Arabic’s 
role in 
Islamic 
world
QNA
Doha

The Department of Islamic 
Research and Studies at 
the Ministry of Endow-

ments (Awqaf) and Islamic Af-
fairs will hold a seminar today, 
on “The Present and Future of 
the Arabic Language in the Is-
lamic World”, with the partici-
pation of a elite  researchers and 
academics specialising in Arabic 
language and its related sciences 
from Qatar University.

Director of the Department of 
Islamic Research and Studies, 
Sheikh Dr Ahmed bin Moham-
med bin Ghanem al-Thani, said 
that this seminar represents a 
collaborative intellectual project, 
a cultural endeavour, and a 
scholarly call to revive the Ara-
bic language, rebuild its cultural 
foundations, and breathe new 
life into the pillars of its identity.

He pointed out that the semi-
nar, the first-of-its-kind in an 
annual series, entitled “In Clear 
Arabic”, stems from the minis-
try’s recognition of the impor-
tance of the Arabic language and 
its desire to elevate its status as 
the language in which the Holy 
Qur’an was revealed and the Pro-
phetic Sunnah was transmitted. 

It is also the language through 
which the Islamic sciences, his-
tory, and civilisation flourished, 
and as the fundamental element 
in shaping the intellectual, cul-
tural, and civilisational frame-
work of the individual, society, 
and the Muslim nation.

He emphasised that Awqaf 
views this seminar as a cultural 
contribution to the eff orts being 
made to revive the Arabic language 
and restore it to the forefront of 
the Muslim world, considering 
this a vital necessity and a prereq-
uisite for the nation’s revival and 
its return to the path of progress. 

Herpes Zoster vaccine now 
available at PHCC centres
The Primary Health Care Corporation 

(PHCC) has announced the avail-
ability of the Herpes Zoster Vaccine 

across all its health centres, free of charge 
for citizens and residents. 

The herpes zoster virus typically appears 
as a painful rash with fl uid-fi lled blis-
ters that develop in a localised area of the 
skin following the path of a single nerve. 
In nearly 80% of cases, symptoms such as 
tingling, itching, or a burning sensation 
appear a few days before the rash develops. 
These symptoms tend to be more severe in 
individuals with weakened immune sys-
tems.

Dr Rand Aboud, family medicine special-
ist at PHCC’s Omar Bin Al Khattab Health 
Centre, explained that herpes zoster often 
causes intense, burning pain that can sig-
nifi cantly aff ect a person’s quality of life. 
“One in three people will develop herpes 
zoster at some point in their lifetime,” she 
said, “and the risk increases substantially 
after the age of 50.”

The condition results from the reacti-
vation of the chickenpox virus, which re-
mains dormant in the body after an initial 

infection during childhood. A person with 
active herpes zoster can transmit the virus 

to someone who has never had chickenpox 
or its vaccine  in which case, that person 
will develop chickenpox, not herpes zoster. 
The infection is no longer contagious once 
the blisters have dried and formed scabs.

According to Dr  Aboud, the likelihood of 
developing herpes zoster is higher among 
individuals over the age of 50; those with 
weakened immune systems (such as can-
cer patients, individuals with HIV, organ 
transplant recipients, or those receiving 
immunosuppressive therapy) and people 
with chronic diseases such as diabetes, 
lung disease, or kidney failure.

Herpes zoster can lead to serious com-
plications, especially among older adults. 
The most common is post-herpetic neu-
ralgia — persistent nerve pain that aff ects 
10–18% of patients, even after the rash 
has healed. Other possible complications 
include vision or hearing problems, facial 
paralysis, skin infections, or in rare cases, 
infl ammation of the brain.

 Dr Aboud emphasised the importance 
of vaccination as a safe and effective way 
to prevent herpes zoster and its painful 
complications. The vaccine is admin-

istered in two doses after consulting a 
family physician, and provides more than 
90% protection against herpes zoster 
and post-herpetic neuralgia in healthy 
adults, and 70-90% protection for those 
with weakened immunity. The vaccine 
used in Qatar is non-live and safe, with 
minimal side effects.

Vaccination is recommended for adults 
aged 50 years and above, regardless of 
previous chickenpox or herpes zoster in-
fection. It is also recommended for adults 
aged 18 years and above who are at higher 
risk due to chronic conditions or weak-
ened immunity.

Even those who have previously had 
herpes zoster are advised to get vacci-
nated after full recovery, as it reduces the 
risk of recurrence and future complica-
tions.

Side eff ects of the vaccine are gener-
ally mild and short-lived, and may include 
slight fever, headache, fatigue, nausea, 
muscle pain, or redness at the injection 
site. In rare cases, allergic reactions, swol-
len glands, or more serious symptoms 
may occur.

HMC strengthens bone health services
Hamad Medical Corpora-

tion (HMC) is expanding 
and enhancing its serv-

ices to improve bone health and 
reduce the impact of osteoporosis 
through specialist clinics, early 
diagnosis and comprehensive 
treatment options across its fa-
cilities. 

Aff ecting around 30% of women 
and 10% of men over the age of 50, 
osteoporosis leads to a reduction in 
bone density and strength, increas-
ing the risk of fractures, mainly in 
the hips, spine, and wrists. Oste-
oporosis is  often referred to as a 
silent disease, with many people 
unaware of the condition until 
experiencing a fracture. HMC 
continues to focus its eff orts on 
raising awareness, promoting 

early diagnosis and prevention, 
and providing timely and eff ec-
tive care for those at risk. 

HMC off ers a full range of 
specialist services that support 
patients through every stage of 
osteoporosis management. Dedi-
cated osteoporosis clinics oper-
ate across several HMC facilities, 
providing individualised assess-
ment and care for patients at risk 
of or living with osteoporosis. 
Advanced diagnostic tools, in-

cluding dual-energy X-ray ab-
sorptiometry scanning with Ver-
tebral Fracture Assessment  and 
Trabecular Bone Score are avail-
able to enable accurate and early 
diagnosis.

In addition, a specialist Frac-
ture Liaison Clinic at the Bone and 
Joint Center ensures co-ordinated 
care for patients recovering from 
fractures and works to prevent 
future injuries. A full selection of 
approved osteoporosis medica-

tions - oral, subcutaneous, and 
intravenous - are available and 
prescribed based on each patient’s 
clinical needs. HMC encourages 
members of the public, especially 
those with risk factors such as 
age, menopause, or family history 
of fractures, to speak with their 
family physician about screen-
ing for osteoporosis, while regu-
larly exercising and eating a diet 
rich in calcium and vitamin D to 

help strengthen bones.  The FRAX 
online tool is used by healthcare 
teams and patients to predict the 
10-year risk of fractures caused by 
osteoporosis. 

This electronic system calcu-
lates and tracks key factors that 
should be considered when man-
aging osteoporosis, enabling treat-
ment decisions to be based on frac-
ture risk assessment rather than 
bone density measurements alone.

Dr Rand Aboud

HMC encourages members of the public, 
especially those with risk factors such 
as age, menopause, or family history 
of fractures, to speak with their family 
physician about screening for osteoporosis
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QM unveils Rubaiya 
Qatar with new 
installation at MIA Park
Qatar Museums (QM) un-

veiled ‘untitled 2025 (no 
bread no ashes)’, a major 

new public art installation by in-
ternational artist Rirkrit Tira-
vanija, on view at the Museum of 
Islamic Art (MIA) Park until Janu-
ary 30, 2026.

Presented under the umbrella 
of Rubaiya Qatar, an upcoming 
multidisciplinary quadrennial, 
the project marks the soft launch 
of the initiative ahead of its inau-
gural edition in November 2026. 
Through Tiravanija’s participa-
tory pavilion, visitors are invited 
to share bread, conversation, and 
community, embodying the inclu-
sive and collaborative spirit at the 
core of Rubaiya Qatar.

Tiravanija’s ‘untitled 2025’ 
transforms a corner of MIA Park 
into a living installation where art, 
food, and social connection con-
verge. The design of the octagonal 
pavilion is inspired by local herit-
age and Islamic geometry and in-
vites visitors to gather and share 
freshly baked bread.

Refl ecting Qatar’s cultural di-
versity, the pavilion features four 
traditional ovens and griddles 
commonly found in Qatar, South 
Asia, and West Asia. 

Each Friday from 4pm to 6pm, 
local bakers from diff erent com-
munities will activate the space by 
baking and serving bread, turn-
ing the site into a weekly gather-
ing that celebrates shared labour, 
hospitality, and cultural dialogue.

This installation builds on Ti-
ravanija’s long-standing explora-
tion of art as social experience. It 
extends his practice of creating 
spaces where everyday acts such 
as cooking and eating become 
gestures of connection and collec-
tive refl ection. 

Rubaiya Qatar is a nationwide 
multidisciplinary quadrennial 
developed under Al Riqaq, a con-
temporary art and architecture 
institution dedicated to research, 
exhibitions, and public art. Under 
the leadership of QM chairper-
son HE Sheikha Al Mayassa bint 

Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, Al 
Riwaq is headed by Sheikha Reem 
al-Thani, Deputy CEO of Exhi-
bitions, Public Art, and Rubaiya 
Qatar, with Sheikha Alanood al-
Thani serving as director of Ru-
baiya Qatar. 

With its dynamic programme of 

artists and commissions, exhibi-
tions, public art projects, publica-
tions, residencies, and community 
development initiatives, Rubaiya 
Qatar aims to inspire and empow-
er new generations of artists and 
thinkers in Qatar and around the 
world. 

In a press statement, HE 
Sheikha Al Mayassa said: “As 
Qatar celebrates 50 years of cre-
ativity and culture, we are proud 
to present Rirkrit Tiravanija’s 
participatory pavilion as the first 
activation of Rubaiya Qatar. 

“This project embodies our 
commitment to community, 
dialogue, and creativity as foun-
dations of cultural exchange. 
Rubaiya Qatar will further ex-
tend QM’s mission to connect 
the nation’s heritage with glo-
bal contemporary practice and 
strengthen Qatar’s role as a vi-
brant hub for art and ideas.”

Sheikha Reem added: “Rirkrit 
Tiravanija’s untitled 2025 (no 
bread no ashes) embodies Rubai-
ya’s spirit of inclusion and col-
laboration. By inviting people to 
bake and share bread, the project 
transforms a simple act into a 
symbol of community and dia-
logue. It marks the beginning of 
Rubaiya Qatar’s journey toward 
its first edition in 2026, which 
will continue to foster creative 
exchange and reflect Qatar’s 
diverse and dynamic cultural 
landscape.”

HE Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani with other QM off icials.

‘untitled 2025’ transforms a corner of MIA Park into a living installation.
Rubaiya Qatar aims to inspire and empower new generations of artists 
and thinkers in Qatar and around the world.

QRCS, IFRC host workshop on humanitarian diplomacy

Qatar Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS), in co-operation 
with the International 

Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC), organ-
ised a workshop and roundtable 
discussion on humanitarian di-
plomacy.

The event was attended by rep-
resentatives from many National 
Societies, IFRC, the Internation-
al Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), ambassadors, and mem-
bers of the diplomatic missions in 
Qatar.

Titled “Humanitarian Diplo-
macy: Sharing Experience and 
Building Collaborative Action”, 
the two-day regional workshop 
was held with the participation of 
humanitarian diplomacy special-

ists from Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent National Societies, heads of 
IFRC delegations in the Middle 
East and North Africa (Mena) re-
gion, representatives of humani-
tarian partners, and offi  cials from 
ICRC’s regional delegation and 
representation mission in Qatar.

QRCS secretary-general Faisal 
Mohamed al-Emadi said: “Over 
the years, Qatar has been a strong 
advocate for humanitarian di-
plomacy and for building bridges 
among nations, institutions, and 
communities. QRCS works every 
single day to translate this vi-
sion into practice through our 
relief missions, development pro-
grammes, and contribution to in-
ternational humanitarian forums”.

He revealed arrangements in 
progress with partners to draft a 
Universal Charter for Humanitar-

ian Diplomacy, an initiative aimed 
at creating a global framework for 

eff ective humanitarian diplomacy, 
promoting dedicated engagement 
worldwide, and encouraging re-
spect for human values, towards 
the ultimate goal of making the 
world a better and safer place for 
everyone to live.

QRCS and IFRC co-organised 
a roundtable discussion on “Hu-
manitarian Diplomacy: Principled 
Engagement for Long-Term Im-
pact”, with two panel discussions 
on how principled humanitar-
ian diplomacy, though inherently 
challenging and politically sensi-
tive, can generate both immediate 
humanitarian access and durable 
impacts, as well as refl ections 
about concrete tools, fi eld experi-
ence, and the evolving norms that 
shape this work.

The event saw high-level par-
ticipation from numerous govern-
ment, diplomatic, humanitarian, 
and international organisations. 
The attendance from QRCS in-
cluded Abdullah Hamed al-Mulla, 
board member; al-Emadi, Mo-
hamed Ahmed al-Beshri, as-
sistant secretary-general for 
Communication and Resource 
Development, and Dr Aiham Is-
mail al-Sukhni, head of Interna-
tional Relations.

Other participants included a 
delegation from Qatar’s Ministry 
of Foreign Aff airs, headed by Sara 
bint Abdullah al-Saadi, director of 
the Department of Human Rights, 
along with ambassadors and 
members of the foreign diplomatic 
missions in Qatar, among others.

Qatar Reads, YoC celebrate 
cultural ties with Argentina, Chile

Qatar Reads and Years of Culture (YoC) 
brought families together at the National 
Museum of Qatar (NMoQ) for a celebra-

tion of stories that spanned continents from Qatar 
to Argentina and Chile through storytelling, music, 
and art. 

The event marked the fi nale of “Cultural Cross-
roads”, a month-long collaboration between Qatar 
Reads, an initiative of Qatar National Library, the 
Years of Culture, and the Embassy of Argentina in 
Qatar. 

The closing celebration welcomed more than 100 
children and their families to NMoQ, where they 
took part in hands-on art and reading activities in-
spired by Latin American culture. Children settled 
in to see a short, animated fi lm based on Maryam in 
Argentina, while families enjoyed the sounds of Ar-
gentinian guitarist Aníbal Moran and the rhythm of 

Chile’s traditional Cueca dance with Daniela Bed-
mar San Juan. 

Abdulaziz Saoud al-Jassim, a nine-year-old par-
ticipant in the Family Reading Programme, spoke in 
Arabic and Spanish, sharing his passion for culture 
and languages.

“Every time I learn a new word, I feel so proud 
and happy. It’s great because I can talk to friends 
from other countries,” he said.

Argentine ambassador Guillermo Nicolas laud-
ed the collaboration as a celebration of literature’s 
unifying power. For Qatar Reads manager Fatema 
al-Malki, the event refl ected the initiative’s mis-
sion to make reading an adventure for every family: 
“Partnering with Years of Culture allows us to open 
new cultural horizons for families in Qatar.”

The Qatar Reads’ Family Reading Programme 
theme of “Cultural Crossroads”, launched in Oc-
tober as part of the Qatar Argentina and Chile 2025 
Year of Culture, invited families across Qatar to 
explore the literary and artistic heritage of Latin 
America. Throughout the month, more than 1,700 
bilingual book packages were distributed to families 
in Qatar. Each included stories, comics, and crea-
tive activities inspired by Argentinian heritage, de-
signed to encourage reading together at home and 
spark curiosity about other cultures.

A reciprocal exchange is taking place in Argen-
tina where the beloved “Kalila wa Dimna” tales are 
shared with students in Spanish through workshops 
and storytelling sessions.

HBKU, Tamuq host conference on 
advancing materials science

Hamad Bin Khalifa Univer-
sity (HBKU) and Texas 
A&M University at Qatar 

(Tamuq), in collaboration with the 
Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) 
and European Materials Research 
Society, are hosting Advanc-
ing Materials Science: Bridging 
Chemistry and Engineering for a 
Sustainable Future conference.

Taking place until tomorrow 
(Wednesday), the three-day event 
marks the fi rst RSC and E-MRS 
conference in the Middle East. 
The conference will accelerate 
scientifi c discoveries, industry 
collaborations, and advancements 
in sustainability-driven materials 
research by bringing together glo-
bal experts and young researchers 
in materials science, chemistry, 
and technologies.

Sessions will focus on facili-
tating interdisciplinary collabo-
ration; showcasing research in 
advanced materials, sustain-
able energy, nanotechnology, and 
functional polymers; supporting 
early-career researchers and stu-

dents; and positioning Qatar as a 
hub for scientifi c collaboration in 
materials science and innovation.

Dr Mounir Hamdi, dean, Col-
lege of Science and Engineering, 
HBKU, commented: “This confer-
ence provides an essential plat-
form for thought-provoking dia-
logue and collaboration that turns 
ideas into solutions. As a leading 
research university, we remain 
committed to driving transforma-
tive change that addresses nation-
al priorities while contributing to 
global progress.”

A panel discussion ‘Science 
Without Borders: Strengthen-
ing International Partnerships 
for Innovation’ considered how 

cross-cultural collaboration can 
promote sustainable growth. The 
session featured a diverse high-
level group of experts, including 
Dr Eyad Masad, vice-president for 
research, HBKU, Dr Tony Kenyon, 
president, E-MRS, Dr Hisham 
Sabir, Qatar Research, Develop-
ment and Innovation Council, and 
Toby Underwood, head of Profes-
sional Standards, RCS.

Dr Mohammed al-Hashimi, 
professor, CSE, and conference 
chair, added: “The exchanges tak-
ing place here will help shape how 
chemistry contributes to solving 
pressing challenges and advanc-
ing sustainability both locally 
and globally.”

The conference will accelerate scientific 
discoveries, industry collaborations, and 
advancements in sustainability-driven 
materials research by bringing together 
global experts and young researchers in 
materials science, chemistry, and technologies

More than 100 children and their families attended the finale of “Cultural Crossroads” at NMoQ.



12 Gulf Times
Tuesday, November 4, 2025

QATAR/REGION/ARAB WORLD/AFRICA

Qatar takes part in 
high-level ministerial 
meeting on Palestine 
developments
QNA/AFP
Istanbul

Qatar took part in the 
high-level ministerial 
meeting on developments 

in Palestine, held in Istanbul, 
Turkiye, yesterday.

HE the Minister of State for 
Foreign Aff airs Sultan bin Saad al-
Muraikhi represented Qatar at the 
meeting. 

PALESTINIAN SELF-RULE  
STRESSED FOR FUTURE
Meanwhile, Gaza’s future must 

be Palestinian-led and avoid any 
new system of tutelage, Turkiye 
and six of its top Muslim allies 
said after talks in Istanbul, AFP 
reported.

Turkiye, which played a cen-
tral role in forging the now shaky 
three-week-old ceasefi re, is 
pushing for Muslim nations to 
bring their infl uence to bear on the 
reconstruction of the embattled 
territory.

“Our principle is that Palestini-
ans should govern the Palestinians 
and ensure their own security, the 
international community should 
support this in the best possible 
way — diplomatically, institution-
ally and economically,” Turkiye’s 
Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan said 
after the talks.

“Nobody wants to see a new 
system of tutelage emerge,” he told 
a news conference.

Brokered by US President Don-
ald Trump, the October 10 cease-
fi re – which halted two years of 
continuous bloodshed – has been 
tested by fresh Israeli strikes and 
claims of Palestinian attacks on 
Israeli soldiers.

The talks involved top diplo-
mats from Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates, Jordan, Pa-
kistan and Indonesia.

All of them were called to a 
meeting with Trump in September 
on the margins of the United Na-
tions General Assembly, just days 
before he unveiled his plan to end 
the Gaza war.

“We’ve now reached an ex-
tremely critical stage: we do not 
want the genocide in Gaza to 
resume,” Fidan added, saying all 
seven nations supported plans for 
the Palestinians to take control of 
Gaza’s security and governance.

Fidan, who held talks at the 
weekend with a Hamas delegation 
led by its chief negotiator Khalil 
al-Hayya, said the movement was 
“ready to hand Gaza to a commit-
tee of Palestinians”.

He also expressed hope that 
reconciliation eff orts between 
Hamas and the West Bank-based 
Palestinian Authority, “will bear 
fruit as soon as possible,” say-
ing inter-Palestinian unity would 
“strengthen Palestine’s repre-
sentation in the international 
community”. Earlier, President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said Ha-

mas was “determined to adhere to 
the (truce) agreement” and urged 
Muslim states to play “a leading 
role” in Gaza’s recovery.

“We believe the reconstruction 
plan prepared by the Arab League 
and the OIC (Organisation of Is-
lamic Co-operation) should be 
implemented immediately,” he 
said of the plan unveiled in March.

Turkiye has been instrumental 
in backing Hamas, whose October 
2023 storming of Israel sparked 
the war in Gaza.

Fidan said it was crucial that 
the emerging International Sta-
bilisation Force that will monitor 
the Gaza ceasefi re under Trump’s 
plan, have a “mandate defi ned by 
a UN Security Council resolution 
and a framework for legitimacy”.

Washington is currently work-
ing with Arab and international 
partners to decide on the com-
position of the force, with Turkey 
hoping to play a role, despite fi erce 
opposition from Israel.

“The countries we’ve spoken 
with say they will decide whether 
to send troops based on ... the 
ISF’s mandate and authority,” Fi-
dan said. “First, a general consen-
sus needs to be reached on a draft, 
then it needs to be approved by the 
members of the Security Council.

“And it needs to be free from 
vetoes by any of the permanent 
(UNSC) members,” he said of a 
blocking move frequently used by 
key Israel ally Washington.

Gaza’s psychological trauma 
brings large numbers to seek help
Reuters
Gaza Strip

Gaza residents are suff er-
ing “a volcano” of psy-
chological trauma from 

Israel’s devastating military 
campaign that has become clear 
since last month’s truce, accord-
ing to Palestinian mental health 
specialists. 

Two years of intense Israeli 
bombardment and repeated 
military incursions that local 
health authorities say have killed 
more than 68,000 people, along 
with widespread homelessness 
and hunger, have aff ected all of 
Gaza’s 2.3mn inhabitants. The 
crisis is evident in the large num-
bers now seeking treatment from 
the Gaza City Mental Health 
Hospital team, now working out 

of a nearby clinic because their 
building is damaged, said its 
head Abdallah al-Jamal. “With 
the start of the truce, it was like 
a volcano erupting in patients 
seeking mental health services. 
Even the stigma that used to be 
present before, the fear of visit-
ing a psychologist, does not exist 
anymore,” he said, describing “a 
very large increase” in numbers 
from before the confl ict.

Jamal and a colleague are 
working as best they can, but 
with the hospital having suf-
fered signifi cant damage their 
resources are limited and they 
have to share a room, depriving 
their patients of consultations in 
privacy. 

“That is honestly insulting in 
the way services are provided, 
but we are trying as much as pos-
sible to fi nd alternatives,” he said 

of the more than 100 patients 
they see there every day. Among 
children, there are widespread 
reports of night terrors, bed-
wetting and other symptoms in-
cluding an inability to focus, say 
mental health specialists for the 
Palestinian Red Crescent Soci-
ety. 

“Gazan children are now suf-
fering from shortages of food, 
water, shelter, and clothing,” said 
Nivine Abdelhadi, a specialist 
from the organisation, which is 
off ering activities for children 
that include games and stories.

The ceasefi re came into eff ect 
on October 10 although there 
have been repeated outbreaks of 
violence since then. It brought a 
halt to major warfare in the con-
fl ict, which was triggered by the 
Hamas storming of Israel in Oc-
tober 2023.

A member of the Palestinian Red Crescent Society plays with children as part of mental support and 
recreational activities at the organisation’s centre, in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip.

Khamenei says will not co-operate
with US while it backs Israel
AFP
Tehran

Iran’s Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei said 
yesterday that Tehran would 

only consider co-operation with 
the United States if it changed 
its policy in the region including 
supporting Israel.

“If they completely abandon 
support for the Zionist regime, 
withdraw their military bases 
from here (the region), and re-
frain from interfering in this re-
gion, then it (co-operation) can 
be considered,” said Khamenei.

“The arrogant nature of the 
United States accepts nothing 
other than submission.”

The remarks came during a 
gathering with students in Te-
hran marking the anniversary 
of the 1979 takeover of the US 
embassy following the Revolu-
tion which toppled the Western-
backed Shah.

In mid-June, Israel launched 
an unprecedented bombing 

campaign against Iran, trigger-
ing a war which saw the US join 
briefl y with strikes on Iranian 
nuclear sites.

The 12-day war with Israel, 
which prompted an Iranian re-
sponse with missile and drone 
strikes, derailed nuclear talks 
between Tehran and Washington 
which had begun in April.

A ceasefi re between Iran and 
Israel has been in place since 
June 24.

“If the country becomes 
strong and the enemy realises 

that confronting this strong na-
tion will not yield profi t but will 
bring loss, the country will cer-
tainly gain immunity,” Khamenei 
added.

Iran has been reeling under 
years of international sanctions, 
especially after the United States 
in 2018 withdrew from a nuclear 
accord and reimposed sanctions.

In September, the United Na-
tions reinstated sanctions under 
the so-called “snapback” mech-
anism after Britain, France and 
Germany triggered the process.

On Sunday, Iran’s Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi said in 
an interview with Al Jazeera that 
Tehran remained “ready to enter 
negotiations” with Washing-
ton, but only on its nuclear pro-
gramme, ruling out any talks on 
its missile capabilities.

He added that talks could 
resume “whenever the Ameri-
cans are ready to negotiate on an 
equal footing and based on mu-
tual interests. Apparently, they 
are not in a hurry. We are not in a 
hurry either.”

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei speaks during a 
meeting with students in Tehran, 
yesterday.

Sudan violence could 
be war crimes: ICC
AFP
The Hague

The prosecutor’s offi  ce at 
the International Criminal 
Court warned yesterday 

that atrocities committed in the 
Sudanese city of El-Fasher could 
constitute war crimes and crimes 
against humanity.

After 18 months of siege, bom-
bardment and starvation, the 
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF) seized control of the city on 
October 26, dislodging the army’s 
last stronghold in Sudan’s western 
Darfur region.

The ICC prosecutor’s offi  ce 
(OTP) voiced “profound alarm 
and deepest concern” over re-
ports from El-Fasher about mass 

killings, physical violations, and 
other crimes allegedly committed.

“These atrocities are part of a 
broader pattern of violence that 
has affl  icted the entire Darfur re-
gion since April 2023,” said the 
OTP in a statement.

“Such acts, if substantiated, 
may constitute war crimes and 
crimes against humanity under 
the Rome Statute,” the founding 
text of the ICC, added the OTP.

The UN has said more than 
65,000 people have fl ed El-Fash-
er, including around 5,000 to the 
nearby town of Tawila, but tens of 
thousands remain trapped.

Before the fi nal assault, roughly 
260,000 people lived in the city.

Since the RSF takeover, reports 
have emerged of executions, phys-
ical violations, looting, attacks on 

aid workers and abductions in and 
around El-Fasher, where commu-
nications remain largely cut off .

The RSF traces its origins to the 
Janjaweed, a militia accused of 
genocide in Darfur two decades 
ago.

Reports since El-Fasher’s fall 
have raised fears of a return to 
similar atrocities.

Last month, the ICC convicted 
a feared Janjaweed chief for war 
crimes and crimes against hu-
manity committed in Darfur more 
than two decades ago.

The ICC found Ali Muhammad 
Ali Abd-al-Rahman, also known 
by the nom de guerre Ali Kushayb, 
guilty of multiple crimes, includ-
ing abuse, murder and torture car-
ried out between August 2003 and 
at least April 2004.

Tanzania president sworn in amid post-election violence
AFP
Nairobi

Tanzanian President Sa-
mia Suluhu Hassan played 
down days of bloody pro-

test as she was inaugurated yes-
terday, with an Internet blackout 
still in place as the opposition 
says hundreds were killed.

The electoral commission said 
Hassan won 98% of the vote.

The main opposition party, 
Chadema, which was barred from 
running, has rejected the results. 
It has called for fresh elections, 
saying last Wednesday’s vote was 
a “sham”.

In her speech, Hassan called 
for “unity and solidarity” but also 
alleged that some of the young 
protesters came from “outside 
Tanzania”.

“Our defence and security 
agencies continue to investi-
gate and examine in detail what 
happened,” she said, promising 
a return to normalcy as she ad-
dressed offi  cials and foreign dig-
nitaries in the capital Dodoma.

The ceremony was held in State 
House without the public, rather 
than a stadium is usually the case.

A total Internet blackout has 
been in place since protests broke 
out on election day, meaning only 
a trickle of verifi able information 

has been getting out of the east 
African country. A diplomatic 
source said there were credible 
reports of hundreds – perhaps 
even thousands – of deaths reg-
istered at hospitals and health 
clinics around Tanzania.

Chadema said it had recorded 
“no less than 800” deaths by 
Saturday, but none of the fi gures 
could be independently verifi ed.

The government has not com-
mented on any deaths, except to 
reject accusations that “excessive 
force” was used. Schools and col-
leges remained closed yesterday, 
with public transport halted and 
reports of some church services 
not taking place on Sunday.

Tanzania’s President Samia Suluhu Hassan is sworn in during a 
ceremony in Dodoma, Tanzania, yesterday.

Lebanon says Israeli strikes kill two
AFP
Beirut

Israeli strikes on southern Lebanon killed two 
people and wounded seven others yesterday, the 
Lebanese health ministry said, as Israel said it 

killed two members of Hezbollah.
Israel in recent days threatened to expand its at-

tacks against the Lebanese armed group.
In a preliminary toll, the ministry said that an 

“Israeli enemy strike” on the town of Doueir in 
Nabatiyeh district killed one person and wounded 
seven others.

The second strike on Aita al-Shaab in the Bint 
Jbeil district also killed one person, according to the 
ministry.

Lebanon’s state-run National News Agency re-
ported that an Israeli drone targeted a car in Doueir, 
causing it to catch fi re.

The Israeli military said it killed Mohammed Ali 
Hadid, alleging he was “a commander in Hezbol-
lah’s Radwan Force in the Nabatieh area” who tried 
to “reestablish Hezbollah fi ghter infrastructure 
sites”.

In Aita Al-Shaab, the army said it killed a Hez-
bollah member who “was observed attempting to 
gather intelligence on (Israeli) troops”.

Campaigning for Guinea-Bissau’s 
legislative and presidential elections 
has off icially started, as incumbent 
Umaro Sissoco Embalo rallied 
supporters in the capital ahead 
of a November 23 vote in which 
the main opposition has been 
disqualified, AFP reported from 
Bissau. Embalo was the only of 12 
presidential candidates to begin 
campaigning on the first day of the 
three-week period. He gathered 
thousands of supporters who wore 
T-shirts bearing his image and the 
same red-and-white keff iyehs that 
he often wears on his head. His 
arch-rival Domingos Simoes Pereira 
met several presidential candidates 
seeking his support.

Guinea Bissau 
leader launches 
campaigning 

ELECTION
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Two Italian climbers have gone missing in Nepal while 
scaling a remote peak, tourism off icials said yesterday, 
after Cyclone Montha disrupted weather in the region. 
The climbers, Farronato Stefano and Caputo Alessandro, 
were attempting to scale the 22,595-foot Panbari 
mountain in western Nepal as part of a three-member 
team. Himal Gautam of Nepal’s tourism department said 
the search was ongoing for the missing climbers. “The 
two were stuck in camp one because of heavy snowfall 
and have been out of contact since Saturday,” Gautam 
said. The team leader, who was at the base camp, was 
safe and rescued by helicopter Sunday, Gautam added.

Former Bangladeshi prime minister Khaleda Zia will 
contest elections expected in February, her party 
said yesterday. The 80-year-old has been a dominant 
figure for decades in the country’s turbulent power 
struggles, and her Bangladesh Nationalist Party is seen 
as the frontrunner in the elections. Her participation 
was announced by Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, a 
senior BNP leader, who said she will contest in three 
constituencies. The uncompromising leader has been 
in poor health following years of imprisonment under 
her arch-enemy Sheikh Hasina, who was overthrown  in 
August 2024. 

At least 24 people were killed and 18 others injured when 
a passenger bus collided with a truck in the southern 
Indian state of Telangana. Indian police said the accident 
occurred as the bus, carrying about 70 passengers, 
was travelling to Hyderabad, the state capital. Reports 
indicate that the truck, which was transporting gravel, 
collided with the bus at high force, trapping several 
passengers inside. Initial investigations suggest that 
excessive speed and loss of control by the truck driver 
were the likely causes of the accident. Police said the 
dead included the drivers of the bus and the truck, as 
well as a 10-month-old baby and its mother.

A train derailed yesterday morning after a reported 
landslide in the remote hills of northwest England, 
leaving four people with minor injuries, emergency and 
rail services said. Dozens of passengers were led off  the 
4.28am Avanti West Coast service train from Glasgow 
in Scotland to London Euston station after it derailed 
at Shap, Cumbria, a gateway to the more mountainous 
Lake District. “The incident followed a suspected 
landslip in the area which has been experiencing 
significant adverse weather conditions and extremely 
heavy rainfall continues to compound the issue,” 
Network Rail said. 

Two Italian climbers
missing on Nepal peak

Bangladesh ex-PM Zia to
contest elections: party

24 killed, 18 injured in 
bus-truck crash in India

UK train derailment 
leaves four injured

PEOPLEPOLITICSTRAGEDY ACCIDENT

Reuters
London

Nigel Farage, leader of Brit-
ain’s populist Reform UK, 
watered down some of his 

pledges yesterday, saying his party 
could not immediately implement 
substantial tax cuts if it won power 
because of what he called the dire 
state of public fi nances.

Reform, which has maintained 
around a 10-point lead over the 
governing Labour Party in the polls 
for months, had pledged to cut 
taxes by £90bn ($121bn) a year – a 

plan economists described as fan-
ciful – if it won the next national 
election.

But yesterday, veteran Brexit 
campaigner Farage said such tax 
cuts could only be introduced after 
the party had convinced the mar-
kets it had fi xed some of the British 
economy’s problems.

It is the latest step by Reform, 
better known for its sometimes 
chaotic campaigning against il-
legal immigration, to show a more 
pragmatic side before the next 
election.

“We are being mature, we are 
being sensible, and we are not 

over-promising,” Farage told a 
press conference in the City of 
London, the capital’s fi nancial dis-
trict.

“Do we want to have a smaller 
state? Yes. Are we going to cut the 
benefi ts bill? Yes. Will the civil 
service be smaller? Yes. Will we 
get a grip on public sector pen-
sions? Yes. But we can’t have mas-
sive tax cuts until the markets can 
see we’ve at least got these things 
in hand.”

Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
won a large majority in parliament 
last year and does not need to call 
an election until 2029.

But Farage argues a national poll 
could come earlier, in 2027, pre-
dicting that markets will eventu-
ally push Finance Minister Rachel 
Reeves into implementing an aus-
terity budget that could force the 
Labour government to call an early 
election.

Reeves, who says her priority is 
growing the economy, is expected 
to raise tens of billions of pounds 
in taxes in her November 26 budg-
et.

Farage’s comments appeared to 
be an acknowledgement that his 
party would have to convince the 
markets that a Reform government 

could be fi scally responsible after 
their reaction helped to force out 
former Conservative Prime Min-
ister Liz Truss over her largely un-
funded tax-cutting mini-budget 
in 2022.

Labour criticised Farage’s plans, 
saying they would “take us back 
to austerity”, while the opposition 
Conservatives accused his party 
of being a “one-man band with no 
experience of government” which 
could not be taken seriously on the 
economy.

But Farage blamed the Labour 
government and earlier Conserva-
tive administrations for failing to 

manage Britain’s high rate of bor-
rowing and large debt burden.

And he again said only Reform 
could sort out an economy by 
cutting spending, convincing the 
richest to return to Britain and be-
coming the party of both business 
and working people, representing 
“alarm clock Britain”.

He said the party would make 
some modest tax changes imme-
diately, such as removing an in-
heritance tax on family farms and 
family-run businesses and rais-
ing the income tax thresholds, but 
more substantial tax cuts would 
have to wait.

Farage waters down tax pledges in pitch for economic credibility

UK train stabbing 
suspect ‘may be 
linked to three 
other incidents’
AFP/Reuters
London

The suspect in the UK train 
stabbing spree at the week-
end may have been involved 

in three earlier knife incidents in-
cluding one in which a 14-year-old 
was stabbed, police said yesterday.

Anthony Williams, 32, has been 
charged with off ences including 11 
counts of attempted murder – 10 
on a London-bound train on Sat-
urday evening and one at a station 
in east London in the early hours of 
the same day.

Cambridgeshire Police in east-
ern England said British Transport 
Police were leading the overall in-
vestigation into the train rampage 
but that it would also include 
“three incidents” that took place 
in the town of Peterborough on 
Friday and Saturday. The attack, 
on a London-bound train which 
then stopped at Huntingdon about 
80 miles north of London, shocked 
the country, and prompted state-
ments from Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer and King Charles, who 
sent their sympathies to those af-
fected.

Williams, who is from Peterbor-
ough in eastern England, appeared 
at Peterborough Magistrates Court 
yesterday.

Transport Minister Heidi Al-
exander yesterday confi rmed the 
man was not known to security 
services. She declined to comment 
on whether he was known to men-
tal health services.

Five of the injured had been dis-

charged from hospital by late on 
Sunday.

Meanwhile a critically wounded 
train worker was yesterday hailed 
as a hero for stepping in to protect 
passengers.

“He went in to do his job and 
he left work a hero. And there are 
people who are alive today because 
of his actions and his bravery,” Al-
exander said.

The minister also praised the 
train’s driver, whose quick think-
ing ensured it was able to make 
an unscheduled emergency stop 
at Huntingdon in central England 
that allowed passengers to escape 
the train. The train had been travel-
ling from northern England to Lon-
don’s King’s Cross Station at about 
7.40pm (1940GMT) on Saturday.

Passengers told of seeing victims 
with stab wounds fl eeing through 
the train warning others to escape.

Chief investigation offi  cer Stu-
art Cundy also paid tribute to the 
injured train company employee.

“Having viewed the CCTV from 
the train, the actions of the mem-
ber of rail staff  were nothing short 
of heroic and undoubtedly saved 
people’s lives,” he said.

Four other people remained in 
hospital though their condition 
was not life-threatening.

Alexander said there would be 
an increase in visible police patrols 
on trains in coming days to reas-
sure the public.

The incident had been “absolute-
ly horrifi c” but the UK rail network 
was generally among the “safest 
forms of public transport anywhere 
in the world”, she told Sky News.

People take shelter at a school as they evacuate in Balangkayan in Eastern Samar yesterday, ahead of the landfall of Typhoon Kalmaegi.

Thousands shelter as typhoon
slams into Philippines
AFP
Manila

More than 150,000 people took shel-
ter in coastal provinces of the Phil-
ippines yesterday as powerful Ty-

phoon Kalmaegi made landfall in a region hit 
by some of the country’s deadliest storms.

The typhoon, with winds of 150kms per 
hour and gusts of up to 205kph, made fi rst 
contact in Dinagat Islands province, part 
of the Visayas island chain, before 11pm 
(1500GMT), the national weather service said.

Barely an hour earlier, 34-year-old Miriam 
Vargas sat in the darkness with her two chil-
dren after the storm knocked out their elec-
tricity.

“As of now, there is strong rain and winds 

starting. We’re sitting on the stairs and 
praying while trying to gauge the typhoon’s 
strength,” the single mother said from Dina-
gat.

“The wind is whistling and there are sounds 
of things falling. The electricity went out 
about an hour ago, and we cannot see any-
thing.”

Roel Montesa, a disaster offi  cial on Leyte 
Island, said earlier that evacuations were “on-
going in Palo and Tanauan”, naming two of 
the towns hardest hit by storm surges in 2013, 
when Super Typhoon Haiyan killed more than 
6,000 people there.

Thousands of residents have also been 
evacuated since Sunday on neighbouring Sa-
mar island, where 10-foot surges are predict-
ed, according to civil defence offi  cial Randy 
Nicart.

“Some local governments are resorting to 
forced evacuations,” he said.

As of 8pm, “close to 156,000 individuals” 
had been preemptively evacuated, Offi  ce of 
Civil Defence deputy administrator Rafaelito 
Alejandro told a press briefi ng.

The Philippines is hit by an average of 20 
storms and typhoons each year, routinely 
striking disaster-prone areas where millions 
live in poverty.

With Kalmaegi, the archipelago coun-
try has already reached that average, state 
weather service specialist Charmaine Varilla 
said, adding that at least “three to fi ve more” 
storms could be expected by December’s end.

Just south of Leyte, in Dinagat Islands prov-
ince, governor Nilo Demerey said 10,000 to 
15,000 people had been pre-emptively moved 
to safer areas.

ED freezes properties
worth $351mn of 
Anil Ambani Group

India’s financial crime agency has 
provisionally frozen Rs30.84bn 
($351mn) worth of real estate 
assets linked to Reliance Anil 
Ambani Group as part of a 
money-laundering investigation, 
it said in a statement yesterday.
The case relates to loans from 
India’s YES Bank in excess of 
$569mn taken out by the group 
between 2017 and 2019 and 
involves what the enforcement 
directorate alleges was the 
diversion and laundering of 
public funds.
Reliance Group, owned by the 
younger brother of billionaire 
Mukesh Ambani, did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment and has not 
communicated publicly on the 
investigation.
YES Bank did not respond to 
a request for comment. The 
ED said in its statement that it 
had blocked any transactions 
from taking place on residential 
units and land parcels across 
Mumbai, Delhi and Chennai, 
including industrialist Anil 
Ambani’s family residence in 
Mumbai.

100-year-old WW2 veteran Dorothea is welcomed as she attends a military veterans reception by 
Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer at 10 Downing Street in London, Britain, yesterday.

Military veterans’ reception
Air India crash survivor
has painful memories

AFP
London

The only survivor of June’s 
Air India crash has told 
UK media of the mental 

and physical anguish he has en-
dured since surviving the deadly 
disaster in the Indian city of 
Ahmedabad.

Vishwash Kumar Ramesh said 
in the interviews aired and pub-
lished yesterday that the months 
following the crash, which killed 
241 passengers on the London-
bound plane and another 19 
people on the ground, had been 
“very diffi  cult”.

The British citizen, who 
lives Leicester, central Eng-
land, walked away from the 
plane wreckage, in what he has 
called “a miracle”, but lost his 
brother.

“It completely brought down 
my family... it’s very diffi  cult for 
me and my family,” the 39-year-
old told Britain’s domestic Press 

Association news agency.
He added that his brother, 

Ajay, “was my strength” and 
“my everything”.

The Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner 
crashed shortly after take-off  
from Ahmedabad in western In-
dia on June 12, smashing into a 
medical college.

A preliminary investigation 
report by India’s Aircraft Ac-
cident Investigation Bureau 
(AAIB) said fuel to the jet’s en-
gines was cut off  moments be-
fore impact.

It did not off er any other fi rm 
conclusions or apportion blame 
for the disaster.

It emerged last month that 
the father of one of the pilots 
has asked India’s top court for 
an independent investigation, 
arguing the offi  cial probe was 
unfairly blaming the crew.

In the interviews, which in-
cluded several to British broad-
casters, Ramesh was reluctant 
to talk about the crash, saying it 
was still “very painful”.



By Phil Stewart, Idrees Ali, David 
Brunnstrom and Simon Lewis
Washington

If US Navy Vice-Admiral 
Richard Correll thought 
he was going to have an 
easy confi rmation hearing 

on Thursday to become the 
commander of America’s nuclear 
forces, those hopes surely 
vanished at 9:04pm the night 
before he was to testify. That was 
when President Donald Trump 
shocked the world by announcing 
on social media that he had asked 
the US military to “start testing 
our Nuclear Weapons”, saying 
the United States could not fall 
behind Russia and China.

“Russia is second, and China 
is a distant third, but will be even 
within 5 years,” Trump said.

During a roughly 90-minute 
hearing on Thursday morning 
at the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, Correll faced 
repeated questions about Trump’s 
comments from puzzled US 
lawmakers, embodying the 
confusion that the Republican 
president unleashed in 
Washington and beyond.

The top Democrat on the 
committee, Senator Jack 
Reed, asked Correll whether 
a resumption of US nuclear 
explosive testing would be 
destabilising, triggering a global 
nuclear arms race.

“If confi rmed as the 
commander of STRATCOM, my 
role would be to provide military 
advice on any discussions on 
the way ahead with respect to 
testing,” Correll said.

The vice-admiral, who Trump 
nominated in early September to 

lead the US military’s Strategic 
Command, or STRATCOM, which 
focuses on nuclear deterrence and 
strike capabilities, kept answering 
questions carefully throughout 
the hearing.

At one point, Senator Angus 
King, an independent, asked 
whether Trump’s post could be 
about testing delivery systems 
such as missiles rather than 
explosive testing of nuclear 
devices.

“I don’t have insight into the 
president’s intent. I agree that 
could be an interpretation,” 
Correll said.

US moratorium 
US offi  cials on Thursday did not 

clarify whether Trump was calling 
for testing of nuclear weapon 
delivery systems or ending a 
33-year moratorium on explosion 
tests, which experts said would 
be disruptive and carry the risk of 
provoking escalation from rivals, 
evoking anxious memories of the 
Cold War.

Vice-President J D Vance said 
testing was part of ensuring the 
US nuclear arsenal functions 
properly.

The US and other nuclear 
powers have long stopped 
detonating actual nuclear 
warheads and instead use 
advanced computer simulations 
to maintain the readiness of their 
arsenals.

“There is no good reason for the 
United States to resume explosive 
nuclear testing - it would actually 
make everyone in the US less 
safe,” said Tara Drozdenko, 
director of the global security 
program at Union of Concerned 
Scientists.

“The US has so much to lose 

and so little to gain from resuming 
testing,” she said.

Sending a message to 
Moscow and Beijing 

Many analysts said that Trump, 
who often tries to project strength 
as a negotiation tactic, likely 
was seeking to send a message to 
Moscow and Beijing.

In his social media post issued 
ahead of his meeting with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in South 
Korea, the president said he had 
instructed the Pentagon to start 
testing “on an equal basis” and 
added: “That process will start 
immediately.”

Only North Korea has 
conducted a nuclear test 
explosion in this century, the 
last in 2017. Russia, which has 
tested two new nuclear-powered 
weapons in recent days, has 
been accused by Washington of 
conducting so-called low-yield 
tests and of lacking transparency 
in its nuclear program, but has 
not conducted a full-scale nuclear 
explosion. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin had cautioned that 
if any country tested a nuclear 
weapon, then Moscow would too, 
a Kremlin spokesperson said on 
Thursday.

China has repeatedly rebuff ed 
eff orts across US administrations 
to hold talks on nuclear arms. 
While Beijing is undertaking 
eff orts to dramatically increase 
its nuclear weapons stockpiles 
it has expressed little interest 
in negotiating with Russia and 
the US, arguing those countries’ 
nuclear forces are currently 
considerably larger.

“If the goal is to generate 
leverage to force China to 
negotiate, I think that’s unlikely 

to work,” said James Acton, 
co-director of the nuclear 
policy program at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace. China hopes the US will 
abide by its commitment to a 
moratorium on nuclear testing 
and obligations under a test ban 
treaty, Beijing’s foreign ministry 
said on Thursday.

Benefiting US adversaries
Breaking the moratorium on 

US nuclear tests could benefi t 
Washington’s nuclear rivals 
by allowing them to conduct 
more tests, said Ploughshares, a 
foundation focused on reducing 
nuclear threats.

The United States has 
conducted the majority of all 
nuclear test explosions and 
retains data gathered from its 
1,030 tests since 1945.

STRATCOM, where Correll is 
the current No 2, had just certifi ed 
the US military’s nuclear arsenal 
in January.

“A return to testing will benefi t 
US adversaries by allowing them 
to catch up in nuclear research 
and weapons development,” 
Ploughshares said in a statement.

A source at the Department of 
Energy, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, said any test would 
take place deep underground at a 
Nevada site, which is mandated to 
be ready to conduct tests within 
36 months.

At the hearing, Senator Jacky 
Rosen said her home state of 
Nevada had suff ered from being 
the site of US nuclear explosive 
tests from 1951-1992, and vowed 
to prevent Trump from resuming 
them: “I’m going to be crystal 
clear: I will not let this happen. 
Not on my watch.” — Reuters

Russian forces are advancing inside the eastern Ukrainian city of 
Pokrovsk, destroying trapped Ukrainian military formations and 
repelling Ukrainian eff orts to break out of encirclement, the Russian 
Defence Ministry said yesterday.

Ukraine’s top military commander Oleksandr Syrskyi, who has 
estimated that Russia has over 100,000 troops fi ghting in the area, says 
his forces are pushing hard to try to dislodge Russian forces and are 
broadly holding their ground.

Following are key facts about Pokrovsk, which Russians call by its 
Soviet-era name of Krasnoarmeysk, and the long battle for its control 
which began in earnest in mid-2024.

Pokrovsk is a road and rail hub in Ukraine’s eastern Donetsk region 
with a pre-war population of some 60,000 people. Most people have 
now fl ed, all children have been evacuated and few civilians remain 
amid its pulverised apartment buildings and cratered roads.

Ukraine’s only mine producing coking coal - used in its once vast steel 
industry - is around six miles west of Pokrovsk. Ukrainian steelmaker 
Metinvest said in January it had suspended mining operations there.

The city lies on a key road which has been used by the Ukrainian 
military to supply other embattled outposts. A technical university 
in Pokrovsk, the region’s largest and oldest, now stands abandoned, 
damaged by shelling.

Russia wants to take the 
whole of the Donbas region, 
which comprises the Luhansk 
and Donetsk provinces. Ukraine 
still controls about 10% of 
Donbas - an area of about 
5,000sq km in western Donetsk.

Capturing Pokrovsk, dubbed 
“the gateway to Donetsk” 
by Russian media, and 
Kostiantynivka to its northeast 
which Russian forces are 
also trying to envelop, would 
give Moscow a platform to 
drive north towards the two 
biggest remaining Ukrainian-
controlled cities in Donetsk 

- Kramatorsk and Sloviansk. It would also give Moscow its most 
important single territorial gain inside Ukraine since it took the ruined 
city of Avdiivka in early 2024.

Russian President Vladimir Putin says Donbas is now legally part of 
Russia. Kyiv and most Western nations reject Moscow’s seizure of the 
territory as an illegal land grab. Some Western military analysts, like Rob 
Lee, a senior fellow at the US-based Foreign Policy Research Institute, 
say that capturing Pokrovsk would hand Russia an important win, 
especially if it can do it by the end of the year.

But though important for operational reasons, Lee says taking 
Pokrovsk would still leave Russia a lot of work to do when it came to 
taking control of the rest of Donetsk and the two important fortress 
cities of Kramatorsk and Sloviansk.

Russia has been threatening Pokrovsk for more than a year. Instead of 
the full frontal assaults it used in earlier battles like the bloody campaign 
for the similar-sized city of Bakhmut, Russia’s military is using a pincer 
movement to gradually encircle Pokrovsk and threaten Ukrainian 
supply lines.

Russian forces harry Ukrainian troops by sending in small units and 
drones to disrupt logistics and sow chaos to their rear before sending in 
larger reinforcements.

Ukraine says Russia’s off ensive has seen its forces sustain huge losses. 
Moscow says it is Ukraine, with its signifi cantly smaller population, 
that is at risk of running out of men and that its own slower tactics are 
designed to minimise casualties.

An incursion into Russia’s Kursk region by Ukrainian forces last year, 
which Moscow fought back, slowed the Russian attack on Pokrovsk too.

Ukraine has rushed to strengthen positions in the city.
“There is fi erce fi ghting in the city and on the approaches to the city... 

Logistics are diffi  cult. But we must continue to destroy the occupiers,” 
President Volodymyr Zelensky said on Sunday. Russia’s top general, 
Valery Gerasimov, Chief of the General Staff , told Putin on Sunday that 
Russia had blocked a large number of Ukrainian soldiers in the area. 
DeepState, a Ukrainian project that maps the front line based on verifi ed 
open source images, shows Russian forces pushing into the city, though 
much of it is still in grey, beyond fi rm control of either side.

“The situation in Pokrovsk is on the verge of critical and continues to 
deteriorate to the point that it may be too late to fi x,” DeepState said.

Reuters was unable to verify battlefi eld reports from either side due to 
reporting restrictions in the war zone. - Reuters
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Nuclear curveball: Trump’s 
testing plan raises fears, 
confusion in Washington

US President Donald Trump speaks to members of the media on board Air Force One at Joint Base Andrews, Maryland. (AFP)

Why Russia is 
pushing so hard 
to take strategic 
Ukraine city

Capturing 
Pokrovsk and 
Kostiantynivka 
to its northeast 
would give 
Moscow a 
platform to 
drive north
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Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar attends a meeting with 
foreign ministers from Muslim countries to discuss the Gaza peace plan, in Istanbul yesterday. Turkiye 
yesterday hosted a string of top diplomats from the Islamic world to bring their influence to bear on the 
future of Gaza as fears grow for the increasingly fragile truce. The October 10 ceasefire in the two-year-
long Israeli aggression, brokered by US President Donald Trump, has been sorely tested by continued 
Israeli strikes. (AFP)

Gaza peace plan: The Istanbul round
Pakistan eyes 2026 
launch for the fi rst 
Chinese submarine 
in $5bn arms deal

Reuters
Beijing

The Pakistan Navy expects 
its fi rst Chinese-designed 
submarine to enter active 

service next year, the country’s 
top admiral told Chinese state 
media, bolstering Beijing’s bid to 
counter regional rival India and 
project power toward the Mid-
dle East.

A deal under which Islama-
bad will take delivery of eight 
Hangor-class submarines by 
2028 is “progressing smoothly,” 
Admiral Naveed Ashraf told the 
Global Times in an interview 
published Sunday, adding the 
submarines would boost Paki-
stan’s ability to patrol the North 
Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean.

The update on the Chinese 
submarine deal follows Paki-
stan’s air force using Chinese-
made J-10 fi ghter jets in May to 
shoot down an Indian Air Force 
Rafale aircraft, made by France.

The altercation between the 
nuclear-armed neighbours sur-
prised many in the military com-
munity and raised questions over 
the superiority of Western hard-
ware over Chinese alternatives.

Under the terms of the sub-
marine agreement — reportedly 
worth up to $5bn — the fi rst four 
diesel-electric attack subma-
rines will be built in China, with 

the remaining vessels assembled 
in Pakistan to improve the South 
Asian nation’s technical capa-
bilities.

Pakistan has already launched 
three of the submarines into 
China’s Yangtze River from a 
shipyard in the central province 
of Hubei.

“Chinese-origin platforms 
and equipment have been reli-
able, technologically advanced 
and well-suited to Pakistan Na-
vy’s operational requirements,” 
Ashraf told the tabloid, which is 
published by the ruling Commu-
nist Party’s People’s Daily.

“As modern warfare evolves, 
emerging technologies such as 
unmanned systems, AI and ad-
vanced electronic warfare sys-
tems are becoming increasingly 
important. The Pakistan Navy is 
focusing on these technologies 
and exploring collaboration with 
China,” Ashraf was also quoted 
as saying.

Islamabad has long been Bei-
jing’s top arms customer, and 
over the 2020-2024 period 
bought over 60% of China’s 
weapons exports, data from the 
Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute shows.

Along with billions in arms 
sales, Beijing has heavily invest-
ed in building out its connec-
tions to the Arabian Sea through 
a 3,000km economic corridor 
stretching from China’s Xinjiang 

to Pakistan’s deep-water port of 
Gwadar.

The China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor, part of President Xi 
Jinping’s fl agship ‘Belt and Road’ 
infrastructure initiative, aims 
to secure a route for the world’s 
largest energy importer to bring 
in supplies from the Middle East, 
bypassing the Straits of Malacca 
— a strategic chokepoint be-
tween Malaysia and Indonesia 
that could be blocked in war-
time.

The initiative also extends 
China’s sphere of infl uence to-
ward Afghanistan and Iran and 
onto Central Asia, and eff ective-
ly encircles India, given Beijing’s 
ties to the junta in Myanmar and 
good relations with Bangladesh.

India currently operates three 
indigenously developed nuclear-
powered submarines, along with 
three classes of diesel-electric 
attack submarines acquired or 
developed over decades with 
France, Germany, and Russia.

“This co-operation (with Chi-
na) goes beyond hardware; it re-
fl ects a shared strategic outlook, 
mutual trust, and a long-stand-
ing partnership,” Ashraf said.

“In the coming decade, we 
expect this relationship to grow, 
encompassing not only ship-
building and training, but also 
enhanced interoperability, re-
search, technology sharing and 
industrial collaboration.”

 Pakistan’s submarines will project power 
towards Middle East: Admiral  Islamabad 
orders eight submarines as part of the deal

Trump says Russia, China, 
Pakistan and North Korea 
secretly tested N-arsenals
AFP
Washington

President Donald Trump has 
alleged that countries in-
cluding Russia and China 

have conducted underground 
nuclear tests unknown to the 
public, and that the United States 
would follow suit.

“Russia’s testing, and China’s 
testing, but they don’t talk about 
it,” he told CBS’s 60 Minutes 
programme, in an interview re-
leased Sunday.

“I don’t want to be the only 
country that doesn’t test,” he 
said, adding North Korea and Pa-
kistan to the list of nations alleg-
edly testing their arsenals.

Confusion has surrounded 
Trump’s order that the United 
States begin testing, particularly 
if he meant conducting the coun-
try’s fi rst nuclear explosion since 
1992.

The 79-year-old Republi-
can fi rst made his surprise an-
nouncement by social media 
post on Thursday, minutes before 
entering a summit with Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping in South Korea.

The announcement came in 
the wake of Russia saying it had 

tested a new nuclear-powered 
cruise missile, the Burevestnik, 
and a nuclear-powered and nu-
clear-capable underwater drone.

Asked directly if he planned 
for the United States to detonate 
a nuclear weapon for the fi rst 
time in more than three decades, 
Trump told CBS: “I’m saying that 
we’re going to test nuclear weap-
ons like other countries do, yes.”

No country other than North 
Korea is known to have con-
ducted a nuclear detonation for 
decades.

Russia and China have not car-
ried out such tests since 1990 and 
1996 respectively.

Pressed on the topic, Trump 
said: “They don’t go and tell you 
about it.”

“As powerful as they are, this is 
a big world. You don’t necessarily 
know where they’re testing.”

“They test way underground 
where people don’t know exactly 
what’s happening with the test. 
You feel a little bit of a vibration,” 
he added.

Asked about the comments 
yesterday, China’s foreign min-
istry denied conducting nuclear 
weapons tests.

As a “responsible nuclear-
weapons state, China has al-

ways... upheld a self-defence 
nuclear strategy and abided by its 
commitment to suspend nuclear 
testing”, spokeswoman Mao Ning 
said at a regular press conference 
in Beijing.

She added that China hopes 
the United States will “take con-
crete actions to safeguard the in-
ternational nuclear disarmament 
and non-proliferation regime 
and maintain global strategic 
balance and stability”.

Trump’s energy secretary on 
Sunday downplayed that the 
United States was planning to set 
off  a nuclear explosion.

“I think the tests we’re talking 
about right now are system tests. 
These are not nuclear explo-
sions,” Chris Wright said in a Fox 
News interview.

“These are what we call ‘non-
critical explosions,’ so you’re 
testing all the other parts of a nu-
clear weapon to make sure they 
deliver the appropriate geometry 
and they set up the nuclear ex-
plosion,” he said.

The United States has been a 
signatory since 1996 to the Com-
prehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 
Treaty, which bans all atomic test 
explosions, whether for military 
or civilian purposes.

Afghan earthquake kills 20
AFP
Samangan

A strong earthquake killed at 
least 20 people in northern 
Afghanistan, authorities said 

yesterday, just months after another 
deadly tremor that left the country 
reeling.

The 6.3-magnitude quake struck 
overnight at a depth of 28km with 
the epicentre near the city of Ma-
zar-i-Sharif, according to the US 
Geological Survey.

“All the houses were struck and 
people were hurt,” resident Ahmad 
Khan told AFP in Tashqurghan vil-
lage as people searched through the 
rubble.

“We’re asking the government to 
help with reconstruction.”

Across Samangan and Balkh 
provinces “534 people have been 
injured and more than 20 fatalities 
have been taken to hospitals”, health 
ministry spokesman Sharafat Za-
man told journalists.

In Mazar-i-Sharif, one of Af-
ghanistan’s largest northern cit-
ies, an AFP correspondent saw 
residents scrambling out into the 
streets.

The city’s famed Blue Mosque, a 
15th-century landmark known for 
its vibrant tiles, was also damaged.

Pieces of the structure, particu-
larly from one of its minarets, broke 
off  and lay scattered across the 
mosque’s grounds, one of the coun-
try’s few remaining tourist spots.

The culture ministry pledged to 
immediately take “the necessary 
measures to assess and repair the 
damage”.

Correspondents in the capital 
Kabul, around 420km by road to the 

south, also felt shaking.
Poor communication networks 

and infrastructure in mountainous 
Afghanistan have hampered disas-
ter responses in the past, preventing 
authorities for hours or even days 
from reaching far-fl ung villages to 
assess the extent of the damage.

The defence ministry said it had 
cleared and reopened the main road 
between Mazar-i-Sharif and the 
town of Kholm, and that it had res-
cued people who had been stranded 
there overnight.

“Numerous homes have been 
destroyed, and signifi cant material 
losses have been incurred,” Ham-
dullah Fitrat, deputy spokesman for 
the Taliban authorities, wrote on X, 
without specifying a number.

It is the latest natural disaster 
for the Taliban government, which 
has faced three major deadly earth-
quakes since taking over Afghani-
stan in 2021, even as the foreign aid 
that formed the backbone of the 

country’s economy has dramati-
cally dropped.

In August, a shallow 6.0-mag-
nitude quake in the country’s east 
wiped out mountainside villages 
and killed more than 2,200 people.

According to the World Bank, the 
August earthquake caused an esti-
mated $183mn worth of damage to 
buildings and infrastructure.

The UN’s humanitarian agency, 
OCHA, estimates 221,000 people 
are still in “acute need” of assist-
ance in the east.

Save the Children, which is dis-
patching a team to Samangan, 
warned “thousands of children in 
the earthquake-devastated east of 
the country are facing the winter 
with only tents for protection”.

“Now, families in the north are 
also experiencing fear and uncer-
tainty,” said Samira Sayed Rahman, 
the charity’s programme develop-
ment and advocacy director for Af-
ghanistan.

People stand on the debris of damaged buildings in the aftermath of an 
earthquake in Samangan province yesterday. (Reuters)

2 arrested 
in Michigan 
allegedly 
planned 
IS-inspired 
attack
AFP
Washington

Two Michigan men have 
been arrested for allegedly 
plotting to carry out an at-

tack on behalf of the Islamic State 
(IS) over the Halloween weekend, 
according to US court documents 
unsealed yesterday.

FBI Director Kash Patel an-
nounced on Friday that the bureau 
had thwarted a “potential terrorist 
attack” in the northern US state 
and made multiple arrests but 
provided few details about the al-
leged plot.

The criminal complaint accuses 
Mohmed Ali, Majed Mahmoud 
and other unnamed co-conspira-
tors of planning to stage an attack 
in Ferndale, a Detroit suburb, with 
clubs and bars the potential target.

Ali and Mahmoud, who are both 
US citizens, allegedly purchased 
fi rearms and ammunition and vis-
ited a gun range as part of a plot to 
“commit a Federal crime of terror-
ism,” the complaint said.

In an early Friday raid on Ali’s 
and Mahmoud’s residences in 
Dearborn, another Detroit suburb, 
FBI agents seized three AR-15 style 
rifl es, two shotguns, four hand-
guns and more than 1,600 rounds 
of ammunition, according to the 
complaint.

It said the social media accounts 
of the two men contained numer-
ous references to “Islamic extrem-
ist and IS-related content.”

Multiple references to “pump-
kin” in online chats and telephone 
conversations led the FBI to be-
lieve the attack was planned for 
Halloween weekend, according to 
the complaint.

Attorney General Pam Bondi 
said the suspects had a “detailed 
plan to carry out an attack on 
American soil.”

“This plot was stopped before 
innocent lives were lost,” Bondi 
added on X.

President of Valencia’s Region Carlos Mazon during the press 
conference where he announces his resignation at Valencia’s Palau 
de la Generalitat yesterday. (AFP)

Spain regional leader quits 
a year after deadly fl oods

AFP
Valencia

The heavily criticised 
leader of Spain’s Valencia 
region said yesterday he 

was stepping down, a year after 
the area was hit by fl oods that 
were the country’s deadliest 
natural disaster in a generation.

“The reality is that today I am 
the focus of criticism, noise, ha-
tred and tension,” Carlos Mazon 
said in a televised address.

“I can’t go on any more.”
Mazon will remain as a law-

maker in the Valencia regional 
parliament and is expected to be 
replaced as the region’s leader 
by another member of his con-
servative Popular Party (PP).

He has faced fi erce scrutiny 
over his handling of the October 
29, 2024, catastrophe that killed 
more than 230 people, swept 
away 130,000 vehicles and 
damaged thousands of homes.

But has consistently rebuff ed 
calls for his resignation.

Last week, relatives of the 
victims shouted “murderer”, 
“coward” and “get out” at Ma-
zon when he arrived for a state 
memorial service for the vic-
tims in the regional capital, also 
called Valencia.

Mazon’s regional administra-
tion — primarily responsible for 
the emergency response under 
Spain’s decentralised system — 
sent an alert to residents’ mo-
bile phones when fl ooding had 

already started in some places.
The alert, which told resi-

dents to shelter in place, came 
more than 12 hours after the 
national weather agency had 
issued its highest alert level for 
torrential rains.

Critics allege the regional 
delay in raising the alarm cost 
lives.

Despite signs of severe fl ood-
ing, Mazon did not change his 
schedule.

He went ahead with a lengthy 
lunch with a journalist and ap-
peared in photos tweeted by 
his staff  attending an event on 
Valencia’s sustainable tourism 
strategy.

Mazon said yesterday he 
“should have had the political 
vision” to cancel his appoint-
ments and visit the aff ected ar-
eas on the day of the disaster.

“I know I made mistakes. I 
acknowledge them and I will live 
with them all my life,” he added.

“I have asked for forgiveness 
and today I repeat it. But none 
of them were due to political 
calculation or bad faith.”

Mazon, whose conserva-
tive PP sits in opposition to the 
Socialist-led national govern-
ment, has argued his admin-
istration did not have the in-
formation needed to be able to 
warn people sooner.

“We did our best under unim-
aginable circumstances, yet in 
many cases it was not enough,” 
he said last week before the state 
memorial.
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Sheikha Moza meets 
Colombian president

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar 
Foundation (QF) and Education Above All Foundation (EAA), met 
yesterday with the visiting Colombian President Gustavo Petro. 

Talks during the meeting centred on the ongoing projects with EAA in 
Colombia, aimed at reducing the number of out-of-school children, 
alongside co-operation with QF in the domains of innovation, scientifi c 
research, and sustainability. (QNA) PICTURES: AR al-Baker

Chinese Vice-President Han Zheng, and his accompanying 
delegation, visited the National Museum of Qatar (NMoQ) yesterday 
evening, on the sidelines of his visit to the country to participate 
in the Second World Summit for Social Development. HE the 
Chairperson of Qatar Museums Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin 
Khalifa al-Thani accompanied the vice-president during his tour of 
the museum. He viewed the museum’s most important collections 
in its various galleries and listened to a detailed explanation of the 
valuable content of the exhibits. Also present during the tour were 
CEO of Qatar Museums Mohammed Saad al-Remaihi and Director of 
the National Museum of Qatar Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Hamad al-Thani. 
(QNA)

Chinese VP visits NMoQ
Chairperson of Qatar Museums, 
HE Sheikha Al Mayassa bint 
Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani 
yesterday unveiled ‘Rock on Top 
of Another Rock’, a large-scale 
public artwork by the celebrated 
Swiss artists Peter Fischli (b. 1952) 
and David Weiss (1946-2012). 
Installed in Doha’s Museum 
of Islamic Art (MIA) Park, this 
striking sculpture transforms two 
granite boulders into a profound 
meditation on strength, fragility, 
and the human dialogue with 
nature.
The event was attended by 
Acting Deputy CEO of Exhibitions, 
Public Art, and Rubaiya Qatar 
at Qatar Museums, Sheikha 
Reem al-Thani and many other 
dignitaries. The monumental 
sculpture, standing approximately 
5.5m (18ft) high, is poised at the 
boundary between the organic 
world and human construction, 
suggesting both permanence 
and precariousness. Fischli and 
Weiss, collaborators for more 
than 30 years before Weiss’s 
death in 2012, are best known 
for combining, rearranging, 
and experimenting with media 
to present everyday objects in 
unexpected configurations. Rock 
on Top of Another Rock embodies 
their fascination with the line 
between stability and instability, 
turning the seemingly heroic act 
of piling up massive boulders into 
a meditative artistic statement.

Sheikha Reem al-Thani said: “At 
Qatar Museums, we believe that 
public art has the power to inspire 
reflection, provoke ideas, and 
create moments of connection. 
Rock on Top of Another Rock 
embodies art’s ability to transform 
our relationship with the spaces 
we inhabit. By placing this 
artwork in MIA Park, we invite 
visitors to step into dialogue with 
nature, architecture, and the city 
and experience the poetry of this 
sculpture’s remarkable simplicity.” 
For over three decades, 
Peter Fischli and David Weiss 
collaborated on a body of work 
that transformed the ordinary 
into the extraordinary through 

sculpture, photography, and 
film. Blurring the boundaries 
between art and everyday life, 
their practice embraced humour, 
curiosity, and precision. They 
are best known for The Way 
Things Go (1987), a film in which 
a chain reaction of commonplace 
objects unfolds with mesmerising 
logic, and for works such as 
Wursterie (Sausage Series, 1979), 
Polyurethane Objects (begun 
1982), and Visible World (1986-
2012). Their work has been 
presented at major institutions 
worldwide, including the Solomon 
R. Guggenheim Museum and 
Museo Jumex, and at Documenta 
and the Venice Biennale, where 

they received the Golden Lion in 
2003. Peter Fischli commeneted 
saying: “To put one rock on top of 
another rock in the wilderness is 
the first thing you do if you want 
to make a mark. When you walk 
and you want to find your way 
back, you make this mark. It is 
a very archaic, simple thing. We 
wanted to make something that 
forces youtube stop your car and 
get out to take a photograph.” 
Originally presented in London’s 
Hyde Park, with a parallel 
commission in Norway, Rock on 
Top of Another Rock is a legacy 
project of the Qatar-UK 2013 
Year of Culture. Its presentation 
in Doha extends the cultural 
dialogue begun between the two 
nations more than a decade ago, 
showing how artistic exchange 
can bridge cultures and inspire 
reflection.
Qatar Museums’ public art 
programme presents artworks in 
dialogue with the city, the desert, 
and the sea. This permanent 
public art installation has been 
unveiled as part of Evolution 
Nation, an 18-month campaign 
honouring Qatar’s cultural 
journey over the past 50 years. 
Curated by Qatar Creates, the 
national movement positioning 
Qatar as a global hub for art, 
culture, and creativity, Evolution 
Nation highlights the nation’s 
cultural milestones and its 
aspirations for the future. (QNA)

‘Rock on Top of Another Rock’ unveiled at MIA Park

Belgian king meets 
QM chairperson

King Philippe of Belgium, 
and his accompanying del-
egation, visited the Nation-

al Museum of Qatar (NMoQ) yes-
terday, where he met with HE the 
Chairperson of Qatar Museums 
Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad 
bin Khalifa al-Thani. 

During his tour of the museum, 

the king viewed the most impor-
tant exhibits in the various galler-
ies and listened to a detailed ex-
planation of the valuable content 
of the museum’s displays. Director 
of the National Museum of Qatar 
Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Hamad al-
Thani accompanied the King dur-
ing the visit. (QNA)

PM meets President of Haitian Transitional Presidential Council

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Sheikh Moham-

med bin Abdulrahman bin Jas-
sim al-Thani met yesterday with 
Anthony Franck Laurent Saint 
Cyr, President of the Transitional 
Presidential Council of Haiti, who 
is visiting the country to attend 
the Second World Summit for 
Social Development. The meet-
ing discussed bilateral relations 
and explored ways to strengthen 
co-operation between the two na-
tions. They also addressed a range 
of issues of shared interest. (QNA)

Prime Minister meets visiting leaders

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani met yesterday with Egyptian Prime 
Minister Dr Mostafa Madbouly, who is in Doha to attend the Second 
World Summit for Social Development. The meeting discussed bilateral 
relations and explored ways to strengthen co-operation between 
the two countries. They also exchanged views on developments in 
the Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian territories in light of the 
ceasefire agreement in the Strip, in addition to a range of issues of 
shared concern. HE Sheikh Mohammed stressed the need for concerted 
regional and international eff orts to ensure the full implementation of 
the agreement, paving the way towards achieving lasting peace and 
stability in the region. (QNA)

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani met yesterday 
with the visiting Jordanian Prime Minister and Minister of Defence Dr 
Jafar Hassan. The meeting discussed bilateral relations and ways to 
support and strengthen them. They also discussed the developments 
in the Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian territories, in light 
of the ceasefire agreement in the Strip, besides topics of common 
interest. HE Sheikh Mohammed stressed the need for concerted 
regional and international eff orts to ensure the full implementation of 
the agreement, paving the way for achieving sustainable peace and 
the desired stability in the region. (QNA)

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani met yesterday with Yemen’s Prime 
Minister, Salem Saleh bin Braik, who is visiting Qatar to participate in the 
World Summit for Social Development. The meeting dealt with bilateral 
relations and ways to bolster them; the latest developments in Yemen; 
and host of topics of mutual interest. During the meeting, HE Sheikh 
Mohammed aff irmed Qatar’s unwavering support for Yemen and its 
continued assistance to its brotherly people until they achieve their 
aspirations for security, stability, and development. (QNA)

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs, Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani met yesterday with 
the visiting Commander of the US Central Command Admiral Charles 
Bradford Cooper. The meeting discussed the close strategic relations 
between Qatar and the US and ways to support and strengthen them, 
primarily in the areas of military and defence co-operation. The two 
sides also discussed a host of topics of common interest. (QNA)

Several world leaders and their delegations arrived in Doha yesterday to 
participate in the Second World Summit for Social Development, hosted by Qatar 
from Nov 4 to 6. They were welcomed among other by HE the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of State for Defence Aff airs Sheikh Saud bin Abdulrahman 
bin Hassan al-Thani and HE the Director of Protocol Ibrahim bin Yousif Fakhro. 
Those who arrived so far yesterday included Uzbekistan’s President Dr Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev, Chairman of the Presidential Council of Libya Dr Mohamed al-
Menfi, President of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari, Rwandan President Paul Kagame, 
Tajikistan’s President Emomali Rahmon, Hungarian President Tamas Sulyok, 
Armenian President Vahagn Khachaturyan, Iraqi President Dr Abdul Latif Jamal 
Rashid, Kuwaiti Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah al-Ahmad al-Sabah, 
Jordanian Prime Minister Dr Jaafar Hassan, President of the Union of the Comoros 
Azali Assoumani, Speaker of the Council of the Nation of Algeria Azzouz Nasri and 
Zimbabwe’s President Emmerson Mnangagwa and Kenyan President Dr William 
Ruto (QNA)

Leaders arrive to attend 2nd World 
Summit for Social Development
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