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PM, Turkmen deputy
premier discuss ties

HE the Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim
al-Thani received a phone call
yesterday from Turkmenistan’s
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Rashid
Meredov. During the call, the two
sides discussed co-operation
relations between the two
countries and ways to support
and enhance them, in addition to
a number of topics of common
interest. (QNA)

60 Qatari aid trucks
dispatched to Gaza

HE the Minister of State for
International Co-operation Dr
Maryam bint Ali bin Nasser al-
Misnad witnessed yesterday the
departure of 60 trucks loaded
with Qatari aid from 10th of
Ramadan City to the Egyptian
city of Al Arish, in preparation
for their entry into the Gaza
Strip via the Rafah Crossing. HE
al-Misnad inspected the Qatari
humanitarian aid warehouse in
10th of Ramadan City, during
her current visit to Egypt. The
Qatari aid to Gaza includes
25,500 comprehensive food
baskets, 1,800 hygiene baskets,
1,000 shelter kits, 400 tonnes
of flour, and 7,400 cartons of
baby milk. She also toured the
Qatari humanitarian aid ware-
house, which contains relief and
food supplies. (QNA)

Msheireb Museums
celebrates 10th
anniversary

Msheireb Museums celebrated
its 10th anniversary yesterday,
bringing together leading
international and regional
architects, cultural leaders,

and heritage preservation
experts to examine a decade

of architectural innovation

and cultural transformation in
Qatar. The event at Bin Jelmood
House was marked by two panel
discussions and the launch

of two new publications that
document the museums’ role in
shaping Qatar’s contemporary
built environment. Led by
Msheireb Museums general
manager Abdulla al-Naama

and attended by senior officials
from Msheireb Properties, the
conference underlined the
museums’ impact on defining

a unique modern Qatari
architectural identity. Page 16

Amazon cloud
services hit by
global outages

Many popular Internet services,
from streaming platforms to
messaging services and some
banks, went offline for hours
yesterday due to an outage in
Amazon’s crucial cloud network.
The disruption affected streaming
platforms, including Amazon’s
Prime Video service and Disney+,
as well as Perplexity Al, the
Fortnite game, Airbnb, Snapchat
and Duolingo. Mobile telephone
services and messaging apps
Signal and Whatsapp were also
affected in Europe, according

to Downdetector, a website
monitoring Internet problems.
Some UK banks, such as Lloyd’s
were also impacted, and pointed
to Amazon Web Services (AWS)
as the problem. AWS handles
nearly a third of the planet’s cloud
infrastructure market, powering
millions of apps and websites
around the world. (AFP) Page 15
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Qatar, Egypt to boost
scope of aid to Gaza

QNA
Cairo

atar held yesterday a
high-level event in Cairo,
ighlighting joint Qatari-
Egyptian efforts to support the
Palestinian people in the Gaza
Strip, as part of the ongoing hu-
manitarian partnership between
the two fraternal countries.

HE the Minister of State for In-
ternational Co-operation Dr Mar-
yam bint Ali bin Nasser al-Misnad
represented Qatar at the event,
while Minister of Social Solidar-
ity Dr Maya Morsy represented
Egypt.

The event was widely attended
by a number of charitable and de-
velopment organisations and in-
stitutions, including Qatar Char-
ity, the Qatar Red Crescent Society
(QRCS), and the Qatar Fund for

Development (QFFD), as well as
representatives of international
organisations and humanitarian
partners.

The two sides discussed mech-
anisms for enhancing field co-
ordination and expanding the
scope of humanitarian and relief
aid within the Gaza Strip, includ-
ing food, medicine, shelter, and
civilian protection, in light of the
worsening humanitarian chal-
lenges.

The two sides emphasised the
depth of Qatari-Egyptian co-op-
eration and the complementarity
between their humanitarian ef-
forts, stemming from the shared
Arab and humanitarian duty to-
ward the Palestinian people and
embodying the commitment of
the two countries’ leaderships to
continue supporting Gaza and
contributing to alleviating the
suffering of its people. (QNA)

Qatar, Turkiye win praise for
Pakistan-Afghan truce deal

GCC Secretary-General Jassim
Mohammed Albudaiwi has
welcomed the diplomatic efforts
undertaken by Qatar and Turkiye

to reach the ceasefire agreement
between Pakistan and Afghanistan
which was signed in Doha.

The GCC Secretary-General noted
that this agreement represents a
positive step towards consolidating
stability and strengthening bridges
of trust between the two countries.
He affirmed the GCC’s support for
all initiatives aimed at establishing
peace and promoting dialogue in
the region and beyond, contributing
to a more stable and prosperous
future for peoples.

Saudi Arabia and Oman also
welcomed the diplomatic efforts
and constructive roles played by
Qatar and Turkiye.

The Saudi Ministry of Foreign
Affairs expressed the Kingdom’s
welcome for signing an immediate
ceasefire and establish mechanisms
to consolidate lasting peace and
stability between the two countries.
In a statement, the ministry
affirmed Saudi Arabia’s support

for all regional and international
efforts aimed at promoting peace
and stability, and its constant
commitment to ensuring security to
achieve stability and prosperity for
the Pakistani and Afghan peoples.
Oman expressed its appreciation
and gratitude for the roles of

Qatar and Turkiye in reaching the
agreement, expressing hope for its
sustainability as well as to achieve

a lasting and comprehensive peace
between the two countries.
Meanwhile, Kuwait welcomed the
ceasefire agreement and expressed
hope that this step will help end
tensions and strengthen security and
stability, in line with the aspirations of

the peoples of both countries.

In a statement issued yesterday,
Kuwait’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
praised the constructive efforts
and tireless endeavours led by
Qatar and Turkiye in hosting and
sponsoring the negotiations that
culminated in the agreement.

The ministry stressed the
importance of dialogue and
adherence to diplomatic means

to resolve disputes and enhance
regional and international security.
Official spokesman for the
Jordanian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Fouad Majali praised

the mediation efforts made by
Qatar and Turkiye to reach this
agreement, stressing Jordan’s
support for all efforts to establish
security and stability in the border
areas between the two countries.
Russian Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Maria Zakharova
said: “We welcome the agreement
on a mutual ceasefire along the
Afghan-Pakistani border, achieved
between Kabul and Islamabad
with the mediation of Qatari and
Turkiye.”

In a statement, she voiced Moscow’s
call on Kabul and Islamabad to
expand their co-operation, including
in countering terrorism.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Guo Jiakun affirmed
that his country welcomes the
ceasefire agreement between
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

He expressed China’s support

for continued dialogue and
consultations between Pakistan
and Afghanistan to resolve

their differences, achieve a
comprehensive and lasting
ceasefire, and work together to
maintain peace and stability in both
countries and the region. (QNA)
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Amir opens new Shura
Council session today

O A new chapter begins in the Council’s 50-year journey

QNA
Doha

is Highness the Amir
HSheikh Tamim bin Ha-

mad al-Thani will pat-
ronise the inauguration of the
first regular session of the second
legislative term, corresponding
to the 54th annual session of the
Shura Council, this morning at
the Council’s headquarters.

His Highness the Amir will
deliver a speech that will include
Qatar’s domestic plans and poli-
cies, as well as its future priori-
ties in various sectors and fields,
in addition to highlighting the
country’s efforts and positions
on various regional and interna-
tional issues.

The Shura Council’s new ses-
sion in its historic journey marks
another milestone in more than
five decades of national par-
liamentary development. The
Council has consistently enjoyed
the support and guidance of the
wise leadership, reflecting its vi-
tal legislative and oversight role
and its close co-operation with
the esteemed government in
advancing Qatar’s renaissance,
sustainable development, and
the aspirations of its citizens for
a dignified and prosperous fu-
ture.

The next phase of the Shura
Council’s successful journey —
which spans over half a century
— begins with the first regular
session of the second legislative
term. This new session will be
held with a developmental vision
and comprehensive institutional
preparedness, in line with the
Council’s evolving role in na-
tional governance.

His Highness the Amir issued
Amiri Decision No 42 of 2025 on
Oct 9, appointing members of
the Shura Council. The decision
took effect from the date of is-
suance and was published in the
Official Gazette.

On the same day, His High-
ness the Amir received Their
Excellencies the members of
the Shura Council at the Amiri
Diwan, where he welcomed
them and wished them success
in performing their duties. The

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani’s
speech will include Qatar’s domestic plans and policies, as
well as its future priorities in various sectors and fields, in
addition to highlighting the country’s efforts and positions
on various regional and international issues

o tne \
The Shura Council
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Amir emphasised the Council’s
role in supporting the State’s
efforts to achieve sustainable
development and to further
the comprehensive renaissance
witnessed by Qatar across all
fields.

For their part, the members
of the Shura Council expressed
their sincere thanks and appre-
ciation to His Highness the Amir
for his continued trust and sup-
port. They affirmed their com-
mitment to work with national
responsibility and dedication to
serve the homeland and citizens,
in line with Qatar’s vision and
the aspirations of its people for
continued progress and prosper-
ity.

The Shura Council, as formed
under His Highness the Amir’s
decision, consists of 49 mem-
bers. Article 77 of the country’s
Permanent Constitution was
amended to state that: “The

Shura Council shall consist of
no fewer than forty-five mem-
bers, and the appointment of
members shall be issued by an
Amiri Decision” The new ses-
sion follows the constitutional
amendments that were unani-
mously approved by the Council
last November and subsequently
endorsed through a popular ref-
erendum, which saw an approval
rate of 90.6% of valid votes. This
milestone represents a genuine
embodiment of national unity,
the strengthening of the social
fabric, and the consolidation of
the principles of Shura deeply
rooted in Qatari society, paving
the way for continued growth
and achievement.

The 2024 constitutional
amendments stand among the
most significant accomplish-
ments of the previous legisla-
tive term. They included several
amendments, additions, and
deletions to the Constitution,
all designed to serve the State’s
supreme interests and reinforce
the values of justice, equality,
and civic responsibility among
all members of Qatari society.
To Page 2

97 killed in Israeli violations since Gaza ceasefire

The Israeli occupation forces have committed 80
documented violations since the announcement of
the ceasefire in Gaza, resulting in the slaying of 97
Palestinians and injuries to over 230 others, with
varying degrees of severity, including 21 violations
recorded on Sunday, the Government Media Office in

v

Gaza reported in a statement yesterday.

The statement added that these breaches included
direct shooting at civilians, deliberate bombing of
residential compounds, creation of fire belts, and
unleashing field detentions in several areas.

These practices confirm the persistent Israeli
occupation’s belligerent approach and its

determination to field escalation in an unequivocal

i,

An aerial view shows tents sheltering displaced
Palestinians in the war-damaged area surrounding

Gaza City’s port yesterday.

violation of the ceasefire decision and the
international humanitarian rules-based order, the
statement continued.

The statement further pointed out that in

their assaults, the occupation forces operated
tanks stationed at the perimeter of residential
neighbourhoods, alongside remotely-operated
sensor-equipped cranes with electro-optical
targeting capability, in addition to fighter jets and
quadcopters that daily hover over populated areas
and directly launch firepower at civilians.

The Israeli breaches have been recorded in various
governorates across the Gaza enclave, emphasising
the Israeli occupation’s non-compliance with the
ceasefire and its persistent pursuit of the policy of
killing and terrorising against the population, the
statement clarified.
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Minister of state meets delegation from Syria’s NCTJ, NCMP
'!I‘lL l
\

US ‘Hostage Freedom
Award’ for al-Khulaifi

QNA
Washington

he US James
Foley Foun-
dation has

awarded HE the
Minister of State
at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Dr |
Mohammed  bin

Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi, the 2026 American
“Hostage Freedom Award” In a statement published
on its official website, the Foundation stated that “His
Excellency, in his capacity as Chief Negotiator, played
a decisive role in securing the release of Americans held
hostage in Afghanistan, Iran, Gaza, and Venezuela?”

The Foundation noted that his expertise contributes
to opening channels of dialogue when all other paths
are blocked, building bridges of trust, and guiding ne-
gotiation tracks in the most challenging cases.

The American Foundation confirmed that HE Dr
al-Khulaifi succeeded in finding means of communi-
cation and humanitarian solutions in cases where the
US lacked formal relations. It added, “His Excellency’s
work embodies the role played by the State of Qatar as a
trusted mediator and affirms the strength of diplomacy

HE the Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi met yesterday with a delegation from the National
Commission for Transitional Justice (NCTJ) and the National Commission for Missing Persons (NCMP) in the Syrian Arab Republic, headed by Chairman

of NCMP Dr Mohammad Reda Jalkhi and Chairman of NCTJ Abdul Basit Abdul Latif. Discussions during the meeting centred on the operations of the two
commissions and their efforts in strengthening the course of comprehensive justice and accountability, as well as supporting civil peace and addressing
topics of shared interest. HE the Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs underscored that the State of Qatar supports all legal mechanisms that
bolster the transitional justice and accountability system for crimes committed, in addition to the global efforts aimed at achieving peace and stability and
capitalising on successful experiences in the domain of transitional justice. (QNA)

Qatar and Bosnia and Herzegovina
hold round of political consultations

The third round of political consultations between the foreign ministries of the State of Qatar and Bosnia
and Herzegovina was held yesterday in Doha. HE the Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Dr Ahmed bin Hassan al-Hammadi headed the Qatari side, while Secretary-General of the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina Edin Dilberovic headed the Bosnian side. The round of
consultations discussed co-operation relations between the two countries and ways to support and

strengthen them. (QNA)

McDonald’s Qatar Fosters a Culture
of Care with Breast Cancer Workshop

Held during Pink Month, the workshop provided expert guidance and preventative
health support for McDonald’s Qatar’s employees by Al Azizya Medical Center Doctors

cDonald’s Qatar organized a Breast Cancer
MAwareness Workshop in collaboration with Al

Aziziya Medical Center, bringing employees
together to learn, connect, and support one another
in recognition of Pink Month. The initiative reflected
the brand’s unwavering commitment to employee
wellbeing, inclusion, and its purpose-driven culture
under the Rahlatuna “Our Journey”, Corporate Social
Responsibility platform and Diversity, Equity, &
Inclusion values.

The workshop gathered more than 100 McDonald’s
Qatar employees for expertled presentations by
an Obstetrics and Gynecology Specialist from Al
Aziziya Medical Center. The sessions highlighted early
detection, national screening programs, prevention
strategies, and balanced lifestyle habits, followed by a
Q&A that encouraged employees to address personal
health questions directly with the experts.

The session concluded with closing reflections,
highlighting the value of education, access to healthcare,
and McDonald’s Qatar's ongoing commitment to
employee wellbeing and empowerment.

The initiative provided exclusive health benefits for
employees including 50% discounts on mammograms,
reduced rates on medical services, and free
consultations across all services, including ultrasound,
reinforcing the brand’s belief that access to healthcare is
essential to creating a supportive workplace.

“Belonging, wellness, and empowerment are at
the heart of who we are as McDonald’s Qatar,” said
Imane Abid, Senior HR Manager & Compliance Lead,
McDonald’s Qatar. “This workshop created a safe and
meaningful space where our people felt supported,
educated,and valued.Partneringwith Al Aziziya Medical
Center allows us to go beyond awareness by offering real
health benefits and expert guidance. When we invest
in the wellbeing of our employees, we strengthen our
culture, our community, and our purpose.”

The initiative reflected
the brand’s unwavering
commitment to employee
wellbeing, inclusion, and its
purpose-driven culture under
the Rahlatuna “Our Journey™,
Corporate Social Responsibility
platiorm and Diversity, Equity, &
Inclusion values.
-

“Our partnership with McDonald’s Qatar reflects
our shared belief that awareness is the first step
toward prevention,” said Dr. Islam Khalid Omran, Al-
Aziziya Medical Center representative. “By engaging
employees directly, we are not only sharing medical
knowledge but also empowering individuals to take
proactive steps in safeguarding their health. Initiatives
like this bridge the gap between education and
action, ultimately creating a healthier, more informed
community.”

As a 100% locally owned and operated
company by Al Mana Restaurants & Food Company,
McDonald’s Qatar continues to champion initiatives
that uplift its people and the communities it serves.
Through inclusive platforms such as the Women
Leadership Network, and purpose-led programs
under Rahlatuna, McDonald’s Qatar remains a trusted
employer and community partner, committed to care,
empowerment, and long-term impact.

From Pagel

Among the major achievements
of the Shura Council in its previ-
ous term was the approval of its
internal regulations, which govern
its operations, define procedures
for sessions, decision-making, and
committee work, and enhance the
Council’s overall efficiency.

The new internal regulations,
consisting of 244 articles divided
into eight chapters, bolster the
Council’s legislative and oversight
authority and define the mecha-
nisms for exercising its powers in
accordance with the Constitution
and relevant laws.

The first legislative term (2021-
2025) witnessed extensive par-
liamentary activity, including 138
regular sessions, two extraordinary
sessions, 312 committee meetings,
the discussion of 84 draft laws, 22
requests for discussion, 25 propos-
als, 21 hearings, and 185 internal
and external parliamentary en-
gagements, as well as 417 bilateral
meetings. These figures reflect the
substantial institutional efforts
of the General Secretariat and the
Council’s expanding role in legisla-
tion, oversight, and parliamentary
diplomacy.

Meanwhile, the General Secre-
tariat of the Shura Council has final-
ised all technical and organisational
preparations for the launch of the
first regular session of the second
legislative term today.

The preparations included equip-
ping the main hall and meeting
rooms with the latest technology,
ensuring the aesthetic and func-
tional readiness of the Council’s fa-
cilities, and confirming full techni-
cal and logistical preparedness.

Inthisregard, HE Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Shura Council Nayef bin
Mohammed al-Mahmoud stated in
ameeting held on Sunday with rep-
resentatives of the local media that
the opening session of the new term
will be followed by a procedural ses-
sion, including the swearing-in and
the reading of Amiri Decree No 98
of 2025, inviting the Shura Council
to convene its first regular session
of the second legislative term, cor-
responding to the 54th annual ses-
sion. The session will then proceed
with the election of the Speaker and
deputy Speaker.

He added that the General Sec-
retariat has tested all technical and
logistical systems, and that legal
and technical teams are fully ready
to ensure the smooth conduct of the
session.

HE al-Mahmoud emphasised
that, with more than fifty years of
experience, the Council is fully pre-
pared for this new phase and con-
tinues to operate with high profes-
sionalism and discipline to ensure
a successful start befitting its pres-
tigious stature and legislative and
oversight responsibilities.

Thanks to its active participation
in various regional and international
parliamentary forums, the Shura
Council has attained a prominent

in serving peace and preserving human dignity”
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position and enjoys wide respect
and recognition. It currently holds
several key positions, including
membership in the Executive Com-
mittee of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) — the highest UN-
affiliated parliamentary body — as
well as membership in several of its
standing committees.

HE al-Mahmoud highlighted that
the General Secretariat plays a vital
role in supporting Council members
and enabling them to effectively
perform their parliamentary and
diplomatic duties.

He underlined that external par-
liamentary work has evolved beyond
symbolic participation to become a
strategic activity aimed at achiev-
ing tangible outcomes that serve
national interests and strengthen
the Council’s international partner-
ships.

As aresult of its active role in par-
liamentary diplomacy, the Shura
Council has established distin-
guished relations with counterparts
in other countries. These ties, re-
inforced through mutual visits be-
tween the general secretariats, en-
able the exchange of parliamentary
experiences and expertise, including
legal and technical knowledge.

In this context, one of the most
prominent upcoming parliamentary
events to be hosted by the Council
is the Parliamentary Forum, which
will be held in collaboration with
the IPU on the sidelines of the Sec-
ond World Summit for Social De-
velopment in Doha this November,
in co-operation with the UN. Ad-
ditionally, the Council will host the
meetings of the Asian Parliamentary
Assembly in December, and will also
participate in the summit of heads
of GCC parliaments, which will later
be hosted by Bahrain.

Such relationships, mutual visits,
and various parliamentary events
reflect the growing international
confidence in the Shura Council’s
experience, its leading institutional
role, and its prominent presence at
both the national and international
levels, guided by the visions and
messages contained in the speeches
delivered by His Highness the Amir
during the opening of the Council’s

sessions.

As part of its continuous mod-
ernisation and development efforts,
the General Secretariat of the Shura
Council has begun implementing
a digital transformation initiative
within its comprehensive institu-
tional plan and its 2025-2030 strat-
egy, which is set to launch at the end
of this year. The General Secretariat
has developed this strategy based
on Qatar National Vision 2030 and
the key messages from the speeches
delivered by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani
during the openings of the Shura
Council’s sessions.

The aim is to enhance efficiency,
digitise procedures, develop human
capacities, and improve adminis-
trative and technical performance
in line with the aspirations of the
coming phase. The important and
distinguished role played and con-
sistently upheld by the Council in
promoting the image of Qatar at
regional and international forums is
widely recognised.

The Council also articulates the
country’s steadfast positions and
defends issues of concern to the
Arab and Islamic nations, foremost
among them the Palestinian cause.

Throughout its successive ses-
sions, the Council has demonstrated
its vital legislative role in serving the
interests of the Qatari people and
meeting their aspirations through
the body of legislation and laws it
discusses, approves, and amends
within the framework of the rule
of law and in alignment with Qatar
National Vision 2030 and the Per-
manent Constitution of Qatar.

Building on all these achieve-
ments, members will continue to
carry out their duties in the new leg-
islative session, keeping in mind the
interests of citizens and the higher
interests of the nation, under the
wise leadership of the Amir.

The history of the Shura Coun-
cil dates back to 1972, when the
amended Interim Basic Law was is-
sued on April 19 of the same year to
regulate the structures and institu-
tions of the modern state, including
the Shura Council, which initially
had 20 members.
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Al-Muraikhi meets ambassadors of France, Germany

HE the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Sultan bin Saad al-Muraikhi met yesterday with ambassador of the French Republic to the State of Qatar Arnaud Pescheux. During the meeting, they discussed co-operation
relations between the two countries and ways to support and strengthen them. HE al-Muraikhi also met yesterday with ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany Oliver Owcza. During the meeting, they discussed
co-operation relations between the two countries and ways to support and strengthen them. (QNA)

Syrian minister
ours QNA
facilities, calls
for closer media
co-operation

QNA
Doha

E the Director-General of
HQataI News Agency (QNA)

Ahmed bin Saeed al-Ru-
maihi met yesterday with Minister
of Information of the Syrian Arab
Republic Dr Hamza al-Mustafa,
who is visiting the country.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed means of media co-oper-
ation between the two countries,
and mechanisms for developing
them within the framework of the
distinguished fraternal relations
between the State of Qatar and
Syrian Arab Republic.

During his visit to the QNA
headquarters, the Syrian Minister
of Information and the accom-
panying delegation were briefed
on the news and media services
provided by the agency, its role
in serving the country’s inter-
ests, and the stages of coverage,
transmission, and broadcasting of
news, events, developments, and
various activities until they reach
the recipient.

This process is done in an in-
novative, speedy, credible, and
responsible manner, where the
agency uses its various mecha-
nisms and platforms, as well as
the related advanced and modern
technical, engineering, and train-
ing technologies and equipment.

The delegation was also briefed
on a detailed explanation of QNA’s
history, experiences, and accumu-
lated professional expertise over
50 years since its establishment in
May 1975, as well as its keenness
to utilise the latest technologies in
various areas of its work, including

artificial intelligence technology,
and keeping pace with global de-
velopments in these fields.

During his tour around a few of
the agency’s departments, sections
and units, the Syrian Minister of
Information and the accompany-
ing delegation were able to witness
the nature of QNA’s work and the
high professional and practical ef-
ficiency of its employees.

He also visited QNA’s train-
ing halls and saw its advanced in-
teractive training environment,
and how it was equipped with the
latest devices and technologies,
which supports national media
cadres, enhances their capabilities
and their effective contribution to
Qatar’s efforts to develop and grow
and build a more prosperous and
sustainable future for its future
generations, within the framework
of its national vision and the third
national development strategy
2024/2030.

Towards the end of his visit, the
Syrian Minister of Information
commended Qatar’s firm stance
in support of the Syrian people,

stressing, in this context, that
there has never been a time when
Qatar abandoned the Syrian peo-
ple. He also explored QNA’s ex-
perience in integrating AI across
various stages of the journalistic
process — from publishing systems
to editing, translation, and moni-
toring — describing it as a model
that is virtually unprecedented in
the Arab world. He expressed his
hope that the coming period would
see, within the framework of rela-
tions between the two brotherly
countries, a strengthening of me-
dia co-operation — with the aim of
exchanging expertise in ways that
serve their mutual interests.

For his part, HE the director-
general of QNA welcomed Syr-
ian Minister of Information and
the accompanying delegation,
and hailed the existing relations
between the two countries in the
media field, expressing his aspi-
ration to develop them to broader
horizons in the future in various
fields, in a way that serves the two
countries, their brotherly peoples,
and the nation’s issues.

Dukhan Bank launches new

personal finance campaign

Dukhan Bank has launched a
new personal finance campaign
offering the best profit rate

in Qatar from 3.49% annually,

a statement said yesterday.
Running until December 31, 2025,
the campaign provides personal
financing to new customers

who transfer their salaries and
liabilities to Dukhan Bank.
According to the campaign
terms, customers earning
QR35,000 or more qualify for

a 3.49% rate, while those with
incomes between QR20,000 and
QR34,999 qualify for a 3.80%
rate, and customers earning

qualify for a 4.00% rate.
Additional benefits of this
campaign include a grace period
of up to three months before
instalment payments begin, with
a minimum financing tenure of
four years.
These advantages are
complemented by streamlined
procedures and fast approvals,
ensuring customers can secure
financing quickly and without
any hassle. Customers will also
kreceive a free credit card for the

between QR10,000 and QR19,999

and get the best
profit rate in Qatar
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dukhanbank com

Transfer your salary and
liabilities to Dukhan Bank

L) 800 5555

pa

& a410 0Bes

first year and enjoy a full year
of exclusive card benefits and
rewards.

Talal Ahmed al-Khaja, chief
marketing and communications
officer at Dukhan Bank, stated:
“We are delighted to launch this
exceptional personal finance
campaign, which offers the best
profit rate in Qatar and provides
our new customers with a
financing solution that delivers
significant benefits and meets
their evolving needs.

This campaign reflects Dukhan
Bank’s ongoing commitment

to driving innovation in
personal finance and delivering

meaningful value to its
customers.

“Through this initiative, we aim
to further strengthen our market
position, enhance customer
satisfaction, and support their
financial aspirations with
solutions that align with their
needs and ambitions.”

For more information about the
personal finance offer and other
banking products and services
offered by Dukhan Bank, contact
8008555, visit www.dukhanbank.
com, or chat with virtual assistant
‘Rashid’ through the website,
mobile app, or WhatsApp at
44100888.
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Environmental training for divers

he Ministry of Environ-
Tment and Climate Change

(MoECC) organised a spe-
cialised training workshop for
divers, within the activities of the
Coral Reef Restoration Project
in Qatari local waters. The event
brought together a number of
divers and experts in the field of
marine environment.

The national programme su-
pervised by the ministry aims to
restore coral reefs and rehabilitate
marine ecosystems through the
application of advanced scientific
methodologies that ensure the
sustainability of the marine envi-
ronment and support biodiversity
in Qatar.

The project includes several
key phases, such as conducting
marine surveys to assess the cur-
rent status of coral reefs in ter-
ritorial waters, identifying donor
sites and target sites for coral reef
restoration, as well as carrying
out restoration operations and
deploying artificial structures de-
signed to support coral growth.

The project also aims to train
divers and participants in the
best environmental and scien-
tific practices used in restoration
processes, as well as in monitor-
ing and evaluating the condition
of coral reefs after restoration,
studying growth rates, and ob-
serving the settlement of marine
organisms around them. The
workshop would enhance the
skills of participating divers and
raise environmental awareness

about the importance of protect-
ing coral reefs, through intensive
hands-on training and direct
technical supervision from the
Wildlife Development Depart-
ment at the ministry.

The training included learning
techniques for installing struc-
tures dedicated to reef restora-
tion and mechanisms for moni-
toring their growth to ensure the
project’s success and sustainabil -
ity.

QU launches pioneering initiative to harness Al in strengthening humanitarian aid

atar University (QU), in

collaboration with the

British embassy in Doha,
offic launched the “Artificial
Intelligence in Qatar’s Humanitar-
ian Sector” project, a pioneering
initiative that aims to harness the
power of artificial intelligence (AI)
to strengthen humanitarian aid,
crisis response, and resilience-
building in Qatar and beyond.

The launch ceremony celebrat-
ed this landmark partnership and
highlighted the shared vision be-
tween Qatar University and the
British embassy to advance in-
novation, research, and global
collaboration in humanitarian
technology. During the event, a co-
operation agreement was signed
between the British Embassy and
Qatar University to formally com-
mence the project and to unite ef-
forts toward leveraging AI for so-
cial good.

The ceremony was attended by
the Deputy Head of Mission of the
British Embassy, along with sen-
ior leadership from QU, includ-
ing Vice-President for Health and
Medical Sciences and Director of
the Biomedical Research Center,
Prof Asmaa al-Thani, Vice-Pres-
ident for Research and Graduate
Studies, Prof Aiman Erbad, Dean
of the College of Health Sciences,
Prof Hanan Abdul Rahim, and
Head of the Department of Public
Health, Dr Karam Turk Adawi, as
well as faculty members and part-
ners.

In her remarks, Dean of the Col-
lege of Health Sciences at QU, Prof
Hanan Abdul Rahim, stated: “At
the College of Health Sciences, we
strive to conduct research defined
by creativity, collaboration, and
purpose. Through initiatives like
this project, we are working with
our partners to explore how arti-

ficial intelligence can strengthen
humanitarian action and resil-
ience in real-world settings. Our
engagement in this area reflects
our commitment to align research
with global innovation and real-
world needs”.

For his part, Deputy Head of
Mission at the British Embassy in
Doha, Duncan Hill, said: “This ini-
tiative is a testament to the strong
and evolving partnership between
the United Kingdom and Qatar in
science, research, and humani-

tarian innovation. Together, we
are demonstrating how technol-
ogy can be used as a force for good;
empowering preparedness, resil-
ience, and effective response when
crises strike.

Following the ceremony, Qatar

University hosted the inaugural
Technical Working Group (TWG)
meeting under this AI project.
The TWG brought together rep-
resentatives from leading national
and international institutions and
organisations engaged in humani-
tarian work.

This TWG will establish collab-
orative frameworks for AI-driven
humanitarian initiatives, data
sharing, and the development of
early warning systems to enhance
regional and global resilience.

Importantly, and for the first
time, the TWG will develop ethi-
cal guidelines and principles for
the adoption of AI in humanitar-
ian settings, jointly led by Qatar
and the United Kingdom. These
guidelines will inform and guide
global ethical standards and best
practices for the responsible use
of AI in humanitarian contexts.

(QNA)
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Minister visits Construction Waste Recycling Plant

E the Minister of Environment
Hand Climate Change, Dr Abdul-

lah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki al-
Subaie, has conducted a field visit to the
Construction Waste Recycling Plant op-
erated by Qatar Primary Materials Com-
pany (QPMC) in Rawdat Rashed area.

The visit aimed to review the latest
technologies used in waste recycling and
to observe the progress and achieve-
ments made in this sector. He was briefed
on the operations of the plant, which is
considered one of the largest construc-
tion waste processing facilities in the
country.

Around 14,000 tonnes of waste are
transported daily to Rawdat Rashed
landfill from various regions. The min-
ister also inspected the full production
system for recycled sand and the mixed
waste sorting unit, which helps process
materials that are difficult to separate.
This enhances recycling efficiency and
contributes to the preservation of natu-
ral resources. HE Dr al-Subaie stressed
that these efforts are part of the minis-
try’s strategy to promote the concept of
a circular economy and effective waste
management, by transforming waste into
economic resources that support devel-
opment projects. He noted that recycling
helps reduce the environmental impact
of waste and strengthens environmental
sustainability in the country.

The ministry is working with partners
in both the public and private sectors to

expand recycling projects and develop
supporting legislation. He highlighted
that Rawdat Rashed experience serves as
a successful model that can be replicated
in other areas, such as municipal and in-
dustrial waste.

Abdulaziz bin Ibrahim al-Tamimi,
CEO of QPMC, expressed his apprecia-
tion to HE the minister and the accom-
panying delegation for the visit, reaf-
firming the company’s commitment to
environmental sustainability and to de-
veloping its facilities by introducing new
production lines and improving sorting
and processing technologies.

He pointed out that Rawdat Rashed
landfill contains about 100mn tonnes of
construction waste, and that since taking
over the site in 2020, QPMC has success-

fully recycled more than 20mn tonnes,
converting them into construction ma-
terials that meet Qatari specifications.

He noted that these efforts are in line
with the implementation plan of the
Strategy for the Management, Develop-
ment, and Sustainability of Natural Re-
source Sources, overseen by the Ministry
of Environment and Climate Change.

At the conclusion of the visit, the min-
ister held a meeting with QPMC officials
to discuss ways to utilise construction
waste in infrastructure projects and ex-
plore opportunities for co-operation in
environmental innovation and sustain-
able resource management, contributing
to the achievement of Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030 and the Third National Devel-
opment Strategy 2024-2030.

Essa Al Sulaiti Law Firm wins
‘Qatar Law Firm of the Year’

ssa Al Sulaiti Law Firm
Ehas been awarded

‘Qatar Law Firm of
the Year’ at the ALB Mid-
dle East Law Awards 2025,
held in Dubai recently. The
ceremony brought together
a distinguished gathering of
top-tier and leading regional
and international law firms,
celebrating innovation, pro-
fessionalism, and legal excel -
lence across the Middle East.

This remarkable recogni-
tion marks the third consec-
utive win for Essa Al Sulaiti
Law Firm as ‘Qatar Law Firm
of the Year) following its
victories in 2023 and 2024.
The ALB Middle East Law
Awards, organised annu-
ally by Asian Legal Business
(Thomson Reuters), is one
of the region’s most prestig-
ious legal recognitions.

In addition, the firm was
also honoured with the
‘Construction Law Firm of
the Year’ at the Legal Era
Middle East Awards 2025,

QATAR
LAW FIRM OF THE Y
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reflecting its professional
excellence in one of the most
complex and dynamic legal
sectors, and its proven abil-
ity to manage major projects
and complex construction
disputes efficiently.

Essa bin Mohammed al-
Sulaiti, chairman of Essa Al
Sulaiti Law Firm, empha-

®

sised that this accomplish-
ment represents a signifi-
cant addition to Qatar’s legal
landscape, especially as it
was achieved among pres-
tigious international and
regional firms, reflecting
the prominent position and
competitiveness of Qatari
law firms.
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Qatar Foundation INVITATION TO TENDER
Tender Tender - "
Tender _— Bid Closing
Reference Dascription ‘::;' Bna: :':]lue Date
“ C0-RFQ-389 | Supply of energy efficient LED 500.00 N/A 25-Nov-2025
lamps 2:00 PM
atar
Q LNG Ne Call CO-RFQ-391 | Supply and Installation of Chairs | 500.00 N/A 20-Nov-2025
VV at QF Head Quarter building 2:00 PM
Provision of Printing Office
tationery (Envelopes and 20-Nov-2025
QF-RFQ-1005 500.00 N/A
Qata rE ne rgy L N G Centre for E::t;r{l;iaudasl to QF on call off 2:00 PM
years
Tender Invitation b Provision for Pre-University,
Ur an Higher Education, Corporate 23-Nov-2025
o CO-RFQ-390 |Daily Food and Events Catering 1,000.00} 100,000.00 2.00 PM
o —off ¥ ¥
TENDER TENDER | TENDER | TENDER | TENDER Plal’]nlng Sl
No. ISSUE FEE BOND CLOSING = . .
NUMBER / DESCRIPTION . Provision of Courier Services
PERIOD (QAR) (QAR) DATE Aﬁalrs QF-RFQ-1034 (Inbound and Outbound) on Call 1-600.001106.660.00 30-Nov-2025
ff basis for 3 years with optionto] '~ i 2:00 PM
SUPICIEARIT285/25 [ertand for 1 mors your
TENDER ENQUIRY # 20/1 0[2025 Sector Qatar Foundation [QF) Procurement Directorate is inviting companies to participate in the above listed public
1 SUPIC/EAR/7285/25 tO 0 0 10” 1/2025 tenders. To receive the tender documents, please follow the below steps:
(“TENDER”) FOR SOLID 29/1 0/2025 L. .. 11 Supplier Registration It is mandatory to be registered as a supplier with OF in order to participate in the above
WASTE 0X|D|ZERS ON he MlnlStl‘y Of Munici- lEnde_rfs). CnlyQF registered 5upp|ier§wi[l bgailowed to pay the tender [EE; Dn]ing. The!'efo(e. please visit OF
CALL OFF BASIS pality’s Customer Service website at https./fwww.qf org.qga/supplier-registration to complete the Supplier Registration process.
Department and the Uni- Tender Fee: Interested bidders can Sign in by visiting this link https://suppliers.qf org galabstract and pay the

fied Call Centre have inaugurat-
ed a new call centre dedicated to
serving customers of the Urban
Planning Affairs Sector.

The opening ceremony was at -
tended by Hani Saleh al-Obaidli,
director of the Customer Serv-
ice Department and Unified Call
Centre; Mohamed Abdulrahman

- ir T | * The commercial bid must be valid for 180 days from Bid Closing Date.
a an, eClor O e La ys g
Department in the Urban Plan- + The commercial bid must be accompanied by a bank guarantee (tender bond) issued by a local bank in

. . . . . . . . Qatar and should be valid for 180 days from the bid closing date (where applicable as per the Tender
ITT document for this tender will be available in QatarEnergy LNG website under Suppliers tab| | ning Affairs Sector; and Rakan documents).
Mohamed al-Ateeq al-Marri, .

>Current Open Tenders. The bids shall be submitted through the QatarEnergy LNG online [ | fOS3%€E & -cceed | &7 Fars, R PO MRS TSR SERUIS e o mipe Dot s Fsor ol s A e st
platform (SMART by GEP). L

. Qatar Foundation special qualifications, terms and conditions shall apply as stipulated in the tender
at the Customer Service Depart- document.
ment.

Al-Marri explained that the
new centre will serve as a com-
munication link between the
public and the Urban Planning
Affairs Sector by receiving in-
quiries, comments, and requests,
and responding to them prompt -
ly, professionally, and efficiently.

The new centre specialises in
providing immediate responses
and reviews for public inquiries
related to 37 different services
connected to the Urban Planning
. Affairs Sector, including land al-
location, planning, and related
approvals, making it easier for
clients to complete their trans-
actions through a unified com-

respective non-refundable and non-transferrable tender fee online.

All Tender Fees are to be paid using credit cards only.

Scope of Work:
This CONTRACT requires operations support services of COMPANY Waste Incinerators, 3-

Phase Centrifuge and its supporting equipment installed at Ras Laffan facilities under the
control of COMPANY - herein after referred to as the SERVICES.

Tender Fee Payment Dates: Payment of Tender Fee online will be from 21* October to 27" Dctober 2025.

2]

All bidders, who are registered and have paid the required tender fees online to OF, will then be granted access
to download the Tender Document.

3] Technical and commercial bids need to be submitted and attached online in QF Supplier Portal as per
instructions provided in the “Supplier Portal” work instruction.

Bid Validity: Bid Offer should be valid for 180 calendar days from the Tender Closing Date.

Place for Tender Collection and Bid Submission:

Note: All work instructions for Supplier registration and Supplier portal can be found in below link:

Note: Local Companies (established under the Laws of State of Qatar with local Commercial Bos o of o sl lof Teasaioy

Registration) are advised to refer to the tender documentation and In-Country Value (ICV)
Digital Portal: - https://icv.qa/en-US/ for details of ICV compliance that may be applicable.

Gl ol JUall
Qatar Red Crescent

Qatar Red Crescent — Medical Affairs Division
Qatar

LNG Tenders Announcement: -

munication channel that saves -
time and effort, and ensures rap- S#r Tender No. Description (ﬂocu:{m’;"tsd':z‘:s) TTET:POII;arVd c'{‘)’ast':g
id responsiveness to the needs of on-herunaanie) | Tender Bon
Qata rE ne rgy L N G Qataris and expatriates. Sunply. Installation
Tender Invitation A—
and Commissioning
1 |QRC/WHC/14-2025 500 50,000
Qatar hosts 25th of Three Ultrasound aR QR 04/11/2025
\ TENDER TENDER | TENDER | TENDER | TEMDER || | GCTF meeting Imaging Systems ' :
0 NUMBER / DESCRIPTION Supply, Installation,
PERIOD (QAR) (QAR) DATE The 25th meeting of the Co- and Commissioning of
ordinating Committee of the . g
LTC/C/ISOHI7375/25 Global Counterterrorism Forum i Two ENT Diagnostic 500 45,000
! 2 |QRC/WHC/15-2025 . 04/11/2025
PROVISION OF SAFETY | 21/10/2025 (TC;]CTF) bﬁgaq YSSFEfdr?Y 't" chl))ha. and_'::‘e:tmeqt t”':;ts Q.R Q.R
e meeting is being hosted by
1 | SERVICES FOR ONSHORE to 0 890,000 | 17/1112025 || | < state of Qatar from October C(‘)I:llstru:tsigﬁl\?\l grks
AND OFFSHORE ON CALL- | 03/11/2025 20-22, with the co-chairmanship
OFF BASIS of the Arab Republic of Egypt The documents can be collected from Medical Affairs Division, Ain
and the European Union (EU). Khalid Area, Sunday to Thursday from 09:00 am to 02:00 pm till the

Doha is also set to host a number
of meetings and events on the
sidelines of the Coordinating
Committee meeting. Qatar’s
delegation was headed by HE
Special Envoy of the Minister

of Foreign Affairs, ambassador
Faisal bin Abdullah al-Hanzab.

In a speech during the meeting,
HE al-Hanzab highlighted Qatar’s
counterterrorism efforts and
stressed the importance of
eliminating this phenomenon and
its sources of funding.

HE Special Envoy of the Minister
of Foreign Affairs announced

at the conclusion of his speech
that the State of Qatar will be
providing a financial funding to
support the efforts of the GCTF
Administrative Unit. (QNA)

closing date or by sending email along with the requested
documents below.

Required Documents:

1. Authorization letter to receive tender documents + ID copy of the
person will be receiving the documents.

2. Company’'s Commercial registration copy.

3. Bank deposit voucher with the value of documents not refunded
& account details:

¢ Account Name: Qatar Red Crescent.

¢ Bank: Al Rayan.

¢ Account Number: 0011199970200

¢ IBAN Number: QA83MAFR0O00000000011199970200

Scope of Work:
QatarEnergy LNG, requires services of reputed safety services companies on a call-off basis

to provide safety services for Onshore and Offshore locations for a duration of five (5) years,
with an option to extend for further two (2) years.

Bid Validity: Bid Offer should be valid for 180 calendar days from the Tender Closing Date.

Place for Tender Collection and Bid Submission:

ITT document for this tender will be available in QatarEnergy LNG website under Suppliers tab
>Current Open Tenders. The bids shall be submitted through the QatarEnergy LNG online
platform (SMART by GEP).

Note: Local Companies (established under the Laws of State of Qatar with local Commercial
Registration) are advised to refer to the tender documentation and In-Country Value (ICV)
Digital Portal: - https://icv.qa/en-US/ for details of ICV compliance that may be applicable.

For more information: please call: (50044554), or

Email whc.tenders@qrcs.org.qa
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Qatar Population Day marked with focus on youth

he Permanent Population

I Committee (PPC) organised

the Qatar Population Day

2025 event yesterday, under the

theme ‘Role of Youth in Achiev-

ing the Sustainable Development
Goals!

The National Planning Council
secretary-general and PPC chair
HE Dr Abdulaziz bin Nasser al-
Khalifa, inaugurated the event
with a keynote address. He em-
phasised that investing in youth
is not just a developmental choice
but a core pillar of Qatar National
Vision 2030 and the State’s jour-
ney toward a diversified, knowl-
edge and innovation-driven econ-
omy. He underscored that youth
are catalysts of change and archi-
tects of the future, Qatar’s true
wealth, vital to building a prosper-
ous and sustainable society that
balances heritage with modernity
and national competence with

B Toe P e Nl B Pl [ CEVILOMAENT COM Y &

QATAR POPULATION DAY

HE Dr Abdulaziz bin Nasser al-
Khalifa, inaugurated the event
with a keynote address.

global openness. He noted that
the latest statistics indicate that
youth under 25 make up about
11% of Qatar’s population, close
to the global average of 15.6%. He
emphasised, however, that Qatar

stands out for its proactive efforts
to develop young people’s poten-
tial and involve them in national
development.

He also highlighted that Qa-
tar has recorded one of the low-
est youth unemployment rates
globally, remaining below 0.5%
in 2024. This notable achieve-

(‘Rashid Toon’ transforms
imagination into life in colour

~

ment contributed to its top-tier
ranking among 181 countries in
the Commonwealth Global Youth
Development Index, highlighting
Qatar’s leadership in empower-
ing youth and investing in human
capital.

On behalf of HE the Minister of
Sports and Youth Sheikh Hamad

bin Khalifa bin Ahmed al-Thani,
undersecretary Yasser bin Abdul-
lah al-Jammal, said: “Under the
wise leadership of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-
mad al-Thani, the State attaches
great importance to youth, seeing
them not just as beneficiaries but
as partners and primary drivers of
development.

“This approach is reflected in
the Qatar National Youth Policy,
approved by the Council of Min-
isters in May 2023. From the very
beginning through to its final ap-
proval, youth were involved in
shaping the policy, ensuring it
truly reflects their aspirations and
priorities.

“Within the framework of Qa-
tar National Vision 2030 and
the Third National Development
Strategy, the Ministry of Sports
and Youth has adopted an ad-
vanced institutional approach fo-

N

rawing cartoon -characters, in
D particular, is a unique kind of art

and creativity, with an enjoyable
artistic touch in every painting produced
by a creative artist.

Cartoonist Rashid Lahdan al-Kuwari,
nicknamed “Rashid Toon” for his dis-
tinctive cartoon character drawings, is a
distinguished creator who blends imagi-
nation with reality to convey a message.

In comments to Arabic daily Arrayah,
he said: “Since I was in elementary
school, drawing has been my favourite
pastime. My art teachers in second grade
noticed this, as I never deviated from
the colouring lines. Also, when I chose
colours, the choices were beautiful and
harmonious. That’s why drawing has
become a hobby of mine ever since”

My first drawing, and one I still re-
member, was a cat-like character stand-
ing on its paws, holding the same lumi-
nous jewel, resembling a necklace, in its
paw. It was daylight on the shore of an is-
land. On the other side of the page, there
was a dragon holding a luminous jewel
on the shore of another island, at night.
Both were on an island, in two different
places, and united by the mysterious
jewel. I was influenced by the cartoon
series “The Golden Falcon,” the mysteri-
ous golden cities, and the two necklaces
(the sun and the moon).

Rashid said: “I love drawing cartoon
characters and creating my own char-
acters. I also love drawing people and
transforming them into cartoon charac-
ters”

For Rashid, drawing is a stage of re-
laxation and transition into his own
imaginative world, where I can draw for
hours without feeling bored or tired. I
also consider drawing a time to release
negative energy and feel calm, similar to
reading books. I spend most of my time
drawing in the evening.

He added: “I watched many clips and
videos to improve my drawing style,
which helped me a lot until I reached
the level I am at today. Perseverance and
consistency are the foundations of suc-

Some of his works.

cess in drawing. [ was greatly influenced
by cartoon magazines such as Majid,
Rashid & Noura, Mickey, and other com-
ics. I was also influenced by some for-
eign illustrators, including the Japanese
illustrator Mio Zaki, who gave us many
beautiful films. I was most influenced by
Japanese culture, given that our child-
hood included a lot of dubbed Japanese
animation. As for drawing cartoon char-
acters, you have absolute freedom of ex-
pression as long as it doesn’t violate the
ethics of drawing. You also have absolute
freedom to create characters in any way
you like.

“As for self-development, there are
courses on social networks and online
platforms for small fees from artists
from around the world, who explain dif-
ferent methods and topics to me. I edu-
cate myself, so that my drawing develops
for the better.”
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Public Announcement
To all Ships, Fishermen and Mariners

ddlallpgh &
QatarEnergy
LNG

Seismic Survey Acquisition by Vessels AOS Glory, Stanford Hawk, GMS Apollo, Voyager

Explorer, BGP Innovator and Safa Searcher

Seismic Survey Works Offshore Qatar from 27 November 2024 — 27" November 2025

Pursuant to and under directives from the Department of Seafarers Affairs & Registration, Ministry of Transport,
State of Qatar, this announcement is to inform all Vessels, Mariners and Fishermen that QatarEnergy LNG intends
to perform Ocean Bottom Node Seismic Survey Works with Vessels AOS Glory, Stanford Hawk, GMS Apolio,
oyager Explorer, BGP Innovator and Safa Searcher in the locations bound by the coordinates shown in the diagram

below.

All Vessels, Mariners and Fishermen are expected to keep clear of the survey locations during the operations.

QatarEnergy LNG takes no responsibility for any loss or damage caused to outside parties in association with this

operation, following publication of this notice.

Point LATITUDE LONGITUDE
26°22'30.4"N | 51° 24'39.2"E
25°40' 26.4"N | 52° 13' 40.2"E
25°19'05.3"N | 51° 42' 50.5"E
25°56'16.4"N  51° 35' 40.4"E
25°59'04.7"N | 51° 28' 34.6"E
26°11'46.7"N | 51° 16' 10.5"E
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Any further inquiries should be
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addressed to: Tel. +974 44531797

cused on transitioning youth from
participation to influence, and
from presence to leadership.”

In a recorded address, Jocelyn
Fenard, Representative of the UN-
FPA’s Sub-regional Office for the
GCC Countries, based in Muscat,
Oman, reiterated UNFPA’s com-
mitment to working with Qatar,
with youth, and for youth, to en-
sure they are equipped with the
skills, opportunities, and plat-
forms necessary to lead their com-
munities toward a more prosper-
ous, peaceful, and just future for
all. The event also featured a sym-
posium which addressed topics,
including youth and future skills,
youth and social responsibility, and
investing in youth.

Following the sessions that ad-
dressed youth in Qatar and the dis-
cussions on the submitted papers,
the recommendations proposed by
participants were presented.

Ministry of Sports and

Youth launches debate
training for GCC youth

he Ministry of Sports and
I Youth, in co-operation
with the General Secre-
tariat of the Gulf Co-operation
Council (GCC), has launched
“The Art of Debate and Argu-
ment Building” training pro-
gramme for GCC youth. The
programme will run until Oct 24
in Doha.

Held in partnership with the
Qatar Foundation’s QatarDe-
bate Center, the programme,
aims to develop the skills of
GCC youth in the art of debate,
enhance their critical thinking
and logical analysis capabilities,
and to encourage constructive
dialogue and persuasion skills.

The programme also seeks to
empower participants with the
foundations and skills of debate,
develop public speaking and
discussion management skills,
and promote shared values and
cultural understanding among
GCC youth.

The QatarDebate Center
provides training to youth par-
ticipating in the programme
through certified trainers.

The programme features spe-
cialised training workshops and
practical experiences through
mini-debate simulations, in ad-
dition to cultural activities and
field visits to prominent land-
marks in Qatar, with the aim of
enhancing communication and
building professional networks
among participating Gulf youth.

It targets youth from the Gulf
Co-operation Council (GCC)
countries, aged 18 to 29, with
a total of 36 young men and
women participating, five par-
ticipants from each country, in
addition to 11 participants from
the host country, Qatar.

In this context, Director of the
Youth Affairs Department at the
Ministry of Sports and Youth,
Fawaz Abdullah al-Musaifari
said in a remarks that the Min-
istry of Sports and Youth places
great importance on supporting
joint Gulf youth work, believing
in the importance of strength-
ening cohesion and integration
among youth from the GCC
countries, and continuously
striving to provide a supportive
environment to empower Gulf
youth and to enhance their ca-
pabilities.

He explained that this pro-
gramme represents a practical
model of this approach, as it
is keen to provide participants
with the knowledge and skills
that qualify them for leader-
ship and effective contribu-
tion to their communities, thus
enhancing the position of Gulf
youth in the comprehensive de-
velopment process.

Regarding QatarDebate’s par-
ticipation in the programme,
Turki al-Suwaidi, programme
specialist at QatarDebate, ex-
pressed pride
with the Ministry of Sports and
Youth to implement this pro-
gramme, which aims to em-
power Gulf youth with the tools
of constructive dialogue and
the art of persuasion. He noted
that QatarDebate believes in the
importance of equipping youth
with skills that enhance criti-
cal thinking and effective com-
munication, and is committed,
through this collaboration, to
transferring debate training
expertise and experience to a
new generation of ambitious

youth in the GCC coun-
tries. Programme Director,
Nasser Mohammed al-Jabri
emphasised the team’s full

readiness to ensure the suc-
cess of this programme, as
all necessary preparations
have been made to ensure

a rich and distinguished
training experience for all
participants.

Organising this programme
reflects the Ministry of Sports
and Youth’s commitment to
promoting a culture of con-
structive dialogue and mutual
understanding among the
youth of the region, and to
offering quality programmes
that align with global best
practices in building the ca-
pacity of youth and empow-
ering them to become future
leaders in their communi-
ties. (QNA)

Al Khalij Cement Company

AL KHALIJ CEMENT COMPANY INVITES BIDDER WHO ARE

INTERESTED TO BUY THE OLD (UN-USED) DUCTILE IRON PIPES

SER Deadline of Bid
NO . TENDER NO. DESCRIPTION QUANTITY Submission
) Date
Sale of Ductile Iron
Pipe, Flange Type, 240
AKCGC/AUC/04/25 28/10/2025
in partnering 1 DN250 x 6 Meter Nos
Long

General conditions:

1) The sale is on ‘as is where is and as is what is’ basis and without any representations and
warranties.

2) Interested bidders must contact the Al Khalij Cement Company office via e-mail at
procurement@qatariinvestors.com immediately to obtain the auction document and terms
and conditions for the sale of ductile iron pipes.

3) Offers validity should be 60 days from BID CLOSING DATE.

4) Offers should be sent in sealed envelope on or before October 28, 2025. Any offer after this
date and time will be automatically rejected.
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QU launches
research

priorities for
2025-2030

atar University (QU) has announced the launch of its research

priorities for 2025-2030, through which the university aims to

elevate the national scientific research system and direct re-
sear orts toward research axes that align with the goals of Qatar
National Vision 2030, including human, social, economic, and envi-
ronmental development.

These priorities embody a comprehensive strategy designed to
drive research and innovation, promote sustainability, and enhance
the QU’s role in serving society through five main research pillars:
Health, Energy, Digital Technology, Resource Sustainability, and So-
ciety.

On the occasion of launching the research priorities, QU president
Dr Omar al-Ansari stated: “We are proud to launch our research pri-
orities for the period 2025-2030, which reflect QU’s commitment to
producing impactful knowledge that serves society””

“These priorities also contribute to building an integrated system
for scientific research governance by investing research resources and
directing them effectively toward achieving impact in various sec-
tors,” he said. “This approach enhances the university’s contribution
to achieving Qatar’s national goals and establishing its global position
in research and innovation.”

“Through these priorities, the QU continues to affirm its role as a
beacon of scientific research that looks toward future horizons, con-
tributes to fostering a knowledge -based society, and supports the na-
tional aspirations for comprehensive and sustainable development,’
Dr al-Ansari added. “It is a clear roadmap toward a brighter future
for the State of Qatar, reflecting our continued commitment to excel-
lence and leadership in scientific research and innovation fields.”

QU'’s vice-president for Research and Graduate Studies Prof Aim-
an Erbad emphasised that colleges and research centres play a piv-
otal role in implementing these research priorities through strategic
planning, directing research efforts, and aligning research grants and
graduate programs with the specified priorities.

He added that the QU continues to promote interdisciplinary and
multidisciplinary research, student participation in research projects,
and building strategic local and international partnerships with aca-
demic and industrial institutions to achieve qualitative results with
tangible impact in various scientific and innovative fields and elevates
the quality of higher education and its research outputs.

The director of Research Planning and Development at the Re-
search and Graduate Studies Sector, Prof Bassem Hammadi, said that
the updated research priorities were developed based on a precise sci-
entific methodology that relied on Qatar’s Third National Develop-
ment Strategy and the strategies of relevant ministries.

The process included reviewing the university’s previous priorities
(2021-2025), aligning them with global research trends, using Scopus
database indicators, and analysing the research capabilities of QU re-
searchers. - QNA

LGCT returns to Rabat as
legacy of Qatar-Morocco
2024 Year of Culture

Jan Tops, founder and presi-
dent of the Longines Global
Champions Tour, said: “What
began as a collaboration under
the Qatar-Morocco Year of Cul-
ture has grown into an enduring
connection, reminding us that
horses have long been a bridge
between people, traditions, and
continents.”

This year’s event marked the
15th leg of the 2025 Tour, held
just before the Riyadh finale.

The world’s top 30 riders com-
peted in one of the most striking
venues on the circuit, framed
by the Hassan Tower, the Rabat
Grand Theatre, and the Moham-
med VI Tower, landmarks that
embody the city’s harmony be-
tween tradition and modernity.

he Longines  Global
TChampions Tour (LGCT)

has returned to Rabat,
upholding the cultural and dip-
lomatic bond forged between
Qatar and Morocco during the
successful 2024 Year of Culture
(YoC) initiative.

In a statement, Qatar’s am-
bassador to Morocco HE Sheikh
Abdullah bin Thamer al-Thani
said: “The Years of Culture ini-
tiative was never about a single
moment, but about creating ex-
changes that continue to live on”

“Seeing that spirit carried for-
ward through the Longines Glo-
bal Champions Tour reminds us
how sport can keep cultural con-
nections alive long after the of-
ficial celebrations end,” he said.

WCM-Q congress showcases innovation in healthcare

eill Cornell Medicine - Qatar (WCM-

s N ; Q), in collaboration with the Minis-

try of Public Health (MoPH) and the

Ministry of Communications and Information

Technology (MCIT), hosted the “PHIE-2025: AL

& TECH for Enhancing Healthspans & Wom-
en’s Health Congress”.

In his keynote speech, HE the Minister of
Public Health Mansoor bin Ebrahim bin Saad
al-Mahmoud shared Qatar’s strategic focus on
advancing healthcare technologies and under-
scored the importance of artificial intelligence
(AI) in shaping the future of the nation’s health-
care landscape.

“Over the past decade, and with the guidance
and encouragement of our leadership, we built
strong foundations for our national precision-
medicine strategy: the Qatar Biobank, the Qa-
tar Genome, high-performance computing,
advanced clinical labs, and a growing team of
scientists, clinicians, and data specialists,” said
HE al-Mahmoud. “We have also worked hard to
make the transition from research into clinical
implementation possible and effective; allow-
ing discovery to move from the lab to the bed-
side”

“Within our national strategy, we are focus-

QF’s innovative education
connects students to their
heritage through Arabic

b

Dignitaries at the conference.

ing our precision health efforts on four priority
areas: cancer, obesity, type 2 diabetes, and rare
diseases,” he added. “These conditions repre-
sent some of the largest health burdens in our
society and the greatest opportunities to apply
genomics and precision approaches for earlier
detection, more effective treatment, and better
prevention.”

The event commenced with opening re-
marks by WCM-Q dean Dr Javaid Sheikh, who
emphasised the importance of fostering global
collaboration in healthcare research and tech-
nological innovation.

“The convergence of Al, precision medicine,
and technological innovation provides unprec-

. EBT s

edented opportunities to improve health out-
comes globally;” Dr Sheikh said.

The two-day event brought together global
healthcare and tech leaders, researchers, and
innovators to explore the future of healthcare,
with a particular focus on precision medicine,
Al, enhanced healthspans and the evolving role
of women’s health in shaping global well-being.

The event also provided a platform for net-
working and collaboration as world-renowned
leaders in AlI, healthcare and innovation from
across the globe connected and shared their lat -
est research and clinical experiences in utilising
new technologies for real-world applications in
the healthcare sphere.

ithin Qatar Foundation
(QF) schools, an inno-
vative approach is be-

ing taken to teaching and engag-
ing young learners with the Arabic
language - emphasising how it is
a pathway for creativity as well as
communication.

By combining digital technolo-
gies with active learning using in-
teractive platforms, educational
applications, and multimedia,
the QF’s educational ecosystem
makes the process of learning Ara-
bic smoother for today’s students,
while reinforcing its connection to
cultural heritage.

As Yassine Ayari, a music
teacher at QF’s Qatar Academy Al
Wakra - who received the Distin-
guished Teacher Award at the QF’s
Pre-University Education Forum
2024 - explained: “The efforts and
initiatives undertaken by Qatar
Foundation to promote the Ara-
bic language combine authentic-
ity and modernity, presenting the
Arabic language and its teaching in
a way that keeps pace with the as-
pirations of a new generation while
preserving its cultural, heritage,
and human depth.”

To give an example, he points

to the Rasekh platform, an initia-
tive under the QF’s Pre-University
Education (PUE) providing high-
quality educational resources that
connect international curricula to
alocal context, supporting schools
in implementing global education
programmes that students can re-
late to their own society.

It is a platform that Ayari has
utilised.

A graduate of the Sorbonne Uni-
versity in France and the Higher
Institute of Music in Tunisia,
since joining Qatar Foundation
in 2011, he has looked to integrate
local music into education, and,
through curriculum development
and research, link artistic per-
formance to the preservation of
cultural heritage.

His project on Qatari chants be-
came an educational programme
under the Rasekh platform.

Based on the “karaoke” method,
it allows students to practise cor-
rect pronunciation and performance
techniques, relying on rhythm and
melody supported by visuals.

Maryam al-Khulaifi is the
mother of Ghalia Abdullah al-
Mugbali, winner of an Akhlaquna
Junior Award through the QF’s

Student Ghalia al-Mugbali.

Akhlaquna initiative, and an active
Akhlaquna ambassador.

As she follows her daughter’s
education path at the QF’s Qatar
Academy Doha, she sees how the
QF ecosystem is making learning
the Arabic language an experience
that is relevant to the youth of to-
day, while staying true to tradi-
tions and roots.

“It uses elements that are fun for
children, such as exciting stories,
interactive educational games, and
visual clips that rely on movement,
colours, and music,” al-Khulaifi
said.

“This allows children to experi-
ence the Arabic language, rather
than simply studying it;” she add-
ed. “And integrating technology
shows how QF understands the
needs of today’s generation, who
interact with screens and apps
more than ever before - it makes

Yassine Ayari

learning more fun and more crea-
tive”

As al-Khulaifi says, the QF’s
3D edutainment TV programme,
Siraj, launched to help children
learn Arabic in a fun and engag-
ing way, added a new dimension to
her daughter’s language learning
- presenting Arabic as more than
simply an academic subject.

“Our experience with Siraj
was very special,” she continued.
“Ghalia loved the characters from
the first moment, and she began
imitating some of them and re-
hearsing scenes in her own way,
which increased her self-confi-
dence and encouraged her to speak
Arabic without hesitation.”

“This attachment to the pro-
gramme contributed to building
a new habit within her. It was her
desire to tell stories,” al-Khulaifi
said.

Geely Qatar, Gulf Car celebrate partnership

a Jaidah Group company, has announced
the renewal and expansion of its long-
term partnership with Gulf Car, celebrating five

Geely Qatar, part of Skyline Automotive -

years of collaboration.

Geely vehicles represent a key part of Gulf

Car diverse fleet, which caters to a wide range
of clients including major government entities,
semi-government institutions, and leading
corporations across Qatar, a statement said.

Gulf Car offers, the statement added, a com-
plete lineup of Geely models, known for their
modern design, advanced safety technologies,
and exceptional performance.

The company’s competitive offers and supe-
rior customer service reflect its commitment to

providing an outstanding experience, the state-
ment said.
Geely Qatar general manager Maher Tinawi

ANNOUNCEMENT

I, AYYARIL ABDULLA ABBASS

holder of

Indian Passport No. 24759696
QID No. 26335612026
hereby change my name

from
AYYARIL ABDULLA ABBASS

to

ABBASS AYYARIL ABDULLA

Any objection, please contact

ANNOUNCEMENT

I, BIANCA SARAH LEE

UK Passport No. 548680835
QID No. 29882600491

hereby change my name

BIANCA SARAH LEE

BIANCA SARAH HASSAN

holder of

from

to

ANNOUNCEMENT

I, JEZIRA KENNEDY PHILIP PHILIP

India Passport No. V7099942

JEZIRA KENNEDY PHILIP PHILIP

holder of

QID No. 31135601350

hereby change my name

from

to

JEZIRA ROSE KENNEDY

THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR

NATIONALITY AFFAIRS

within 15 days from the publication of this notice.

Any objection, please contact
THEPERMANENT COMMITTEEFOR
NATIONALITY AFFAIRS

within 15 days from the publication of this notice.

Any objection, please contact
THEPERMANENT COMMITTEEFOR
NATIONALITY AFFAIRS

within 15 days from the publication of this notice.

said: “We are proud of our enduring collabora-
tion with Gulf Car, a partnership that has stood
the test of time and proven to be truly successful”

Olympian Ibtihaj
helping QF empower
a generation of

girls through sport

s an ambassador for Qatar Foundation
A(QF)’s Creating Pathways programme, Ol-

ympic medallist and fencing world cham-
pion Ibtihaj Muhammad is dedicated to using sport
to inspire young girls to realise their full potential.

When she joined Creating Pathways - a key
part of the QF’s effort to create safe, supportive
spaces for female athletes - she saw it as an op-
portunity to open doors and change perceptions.

“The programme creates space in ways we
haven’t seen before, in sports that the young
girls haven’t tried before, and hopefully encour-
ages them to see themselves be successful - not
only on the fencing strip or on the track, but out -
side of the sports world as well,” Ibtihaj said.

With deep roots in the Arab world, fencing
connects young women to cultural and religious
heritage.

For Ibtihaj, it is more than sport - it is a vital
link to tradition and identity.

Her own journey began at age 12 when she dis-
covered fencing: “Fencing uniquely aligned with
my religious beliefs as a Muslim. It was an op-
portunity to take part in a sport where I truly felt
Ibelonged”

Ibtihaj acknowledges that there are many bar-
riers facing women in sport.

“Programmes like Creating Pathways are re-
ally important to challenging stereotypes and
really pushing back against those barriers and
helping encourage women to take care of their
health first,” she said.

Reflecting on mentorship, Ibtihaj recalls
struggling to see athletes like her - wearing the
hijab or having brown skin - in fencing.

Her message to young girls is self-belief and
claiming their rightful place despite obstacles.

Looking ahead, Ibtihaj hopes Creating Path-
ways will leave a legacy of courage, investment
in women and girls, and a vision for thriving
communities.
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Pinktober in Qatar: Empower,
Educate, and Eradicate
Breast Cancer with

Micro Health Laboratories

Vishnu Ravi

Bio-Medical Engineer
Micro Health Laboratories

Eve;jf October, Qatar glows pink,
from the Corniche to corporate
offices, symbolising a nation united in
awareness and compassion. Known
globally as Pinktober or Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, it began in
the early 1990s to raise awareness,
encourage early detection, and
honour survivors. The pink ribbon has

since become a universal symbol of

hope, courage, and solidarity.

Breast cancer remains the most
common cancer among women in
Qatar, accounting for nearly 39
percent of female cancers.

The Qatar National Cancer Registry
notes that many cases are detected
late, when treatment is more complex.
Yet there is cause for optimism. Early
detection  significantly  improves
outcomes, with survival rates exceed-
ing 90 percent. Early testing is more
than a medical measure. It is a step
towards confidence, clarity, and
control over one’s health.

Why Awareness Matters

Even  with  Qatar’s  advanced
healthcare system, many women
hesitate to be screened. Some are
fearful, others shy away due to modes-
ty, and some believe breast cancer will
not affect them. Cancer does not
discriminate. It can occur at any age,
with or without family history. In fact,
eight out of ten women diagnosed in
Qatar have no family history of the
disease.

Raising awareness must go hand in

hand with action. Regular screenings,
preventive tests, and open conversa-
tion can make the difference between
early detection and advanced disease.

Micro Health Laboratories:
Leading Precision Diagnostics

At the forefront of early detection is
Micro Health Laboratories (MHL),
the only precision diagnostic centre in
Qatar’s private healthcare sector. Its
Department of Diagnostic Imaging
and Radiology is a first-of-its-kind
independent Centre of Excellence,
offering advanced imaging and
diagnostic services in one location.

Services include:

* Mammography for early detection
and routine screening

* Breast ultrasound for non-invasive
imaging and detailed tissue analysis

* Breast tissue biopsy for precise
diagnosis

* Fine Needle Aspiration Cytology
(FNAC) for cell-level study of tumors
cells

* Blood-based tumor markers
including CEA (Carcinoembryonic
Antigen), elevated in colorectal, lung,
and breast cancers

* CA 15.3, used to monitor treatment
response and recurrence

¢ Genetic testing, including BRCA1
and BRCA2, and the MicroGen
Comprehensive Hereditary Cancer
Panel, covering 144 genes including
breast and other cancers

Each test is conducted with care and
precision by experienced specialists.
Combining  imaging, laboratory
diagnostics, and genetic testing
ensures that every individual, male or
female, gains a clear understanding of
their risk and health status.

Breaking Common Myths About
Breast Cancer and Screening

Despite awareness efforts, misconcep-
tions still prevent many from seeking
screening

Mpyth-Mammograms  are  painful.
Fact-Modern machines at MHL

A SMA
TO DR

[l Micro
baS calth
coein for precioua life

ensure minimal discomfort and

accurate results

Mpyth-1 do not have a family history, so
I am safe.

Fact-80 percent of breast cancer cases
occur in women without family
history. Screening is important for all

Myth-No lump means no risk.
Fact-Early-stage cancers often show
no symptoms
Myth-Breast affects
women.
Fact-Men can develop breast cancer
too, though it is rarer. Early awareness
is vital

cancer only

Mpyth-Genetic testing is unnecessary

unless someone is diagnosed.
Fact-ldentifying risks early allows

preventive steps and monitoring

Trained female technicians and
radiologists at MHL ensure that every
screening is handled with sensitivity,
professionalism, and care.

Qatar’s Collective Responsibility

National initiatives like Screen for
Life have made early screening
accessible, particularly for women
aged 45 and above. Qatar’s healthcare
system is ready. The services are
available. The first step must be taken
by women themselves.

Empowerment Through Knowledge

Every screening, conversation about
preventive care, and supportive
workplace builds a healthier Qatar.
Normalising breast health reduces
fear, encourages early action, and
saves lives. At Micro Health Laborato-
ries, the mission is clear. They
empower women with knowledge,
precision, and trust. Awareness alone
is not enough. Action is what saves
lives.

A Message to Every Woman in
Qatar

Your health is your strength. Your
screening is your shield. Your
awareness is your first act of courage.
This Pinktober, go beyond ribbons.
Know your risk. Check your health.
Take charge of your future. Book your
screening, ask about genetic testing,
and protect your dreams, your family,
and your life
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By Tawfik Lamari
Staff Reporter

nesco Gulf States and Yemen, in
l ' partnership with the Qatar National
Commission for Education, Culture
and Science, Al Rayyan Municipality, and
Hamad Bin Khalifa University, hosted yes-
terday the concluding session of a regional
initiative on Media and Information Lit-
eracy (MIL) and Al
The Talk was attended by youth, jour-
nalists, community leaders, and decision-
makers from public, private, and civil socie-
ty sectors across the Gulf states and Yemen.
The opening remarks were made by Salah
Khaled, Regional Director of Unesco to the
GCC States and Yemen, Mansour Ajraan
Alboenain, Director of Al Rayyan Munici-
pality, and Dr Eyad Masad, Vice-President

for Research, Hamad Bin Khalifa University.

In his opening remarks, Khaled, em-
phasised the importance of inclusive and
multi-sector engagement, stating: “In to-
day’s rapidly evolving digital landscape, the
intersection of media, information literacy,
journalism, and AI has never been more
critical. Each sector plays a unique role in
adapting to these changes, ensuring accu-
rate and trustworthy communication, and

fostering intergenerational understanding”

This session marked the wrap-up of a se-
ries of three regional talks earlier this year,
which targeted the public sector, private
sector, and civil society. It brought together
a diverse mix of stakeholders to synthesise
insights, foster intergenerational dialogue,
and co-create a shared roadmap for ad-
vancing MIL and responsible AI practices
across the GCC and Yemen region.

Unesco concludes regional dialogue
on Media and Information Literacy, Al

The panel discussion saw the partici-
pation of Dr Wael Abdelal, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Media and Mass Communica-
tion, Qatar University; Dr Milan Maric,
Head of Digital Communication and
Media Production, University of Doha for
Science & Technology; Dr Rayana Ahmed
Bou Haka, WHO Representative in Qa-
tar; Nasser al-Khori, Executive Director
of Generation Amazing Foundation and
Unesco Chair on Sport Governance and
Social Responsibility; Khalifa al-Ha-
roon, Founder and CEO of the ILQ Media
Network, RaqamiTV and Store974 and
founding partner of PayLater; Abdulla
al-Hor, Lecturer at Qatar University, and
it was moderated by Professor Sima Ha-
madeh, Haigazian University.

During the discussion, participants ex-
amined the intersection of MIL and AI
across sectors, developed strategies to en-

hance digital literacy, combat misinfor-
mation, and promote ethical AI use, and
explored opportunities for youth-led ini-
tiatives and sector-specific policies.

Building on these discussions, partici-
pants contributed to a shared roadmap for
MIL and AI, which outlines key strategies
and practical recommendations for policy-
makers, institutions, and communities. The
roadmap provides guidance on strengthen-
ing digital literacy, fostering cross-sector
collaboration, promoting responsible AI
use, and empowering youth and influenc-
ers to actively shape a resilient and inclusive
media ecosystem.

This discussion is part of Unesco’s ongo-
ing efforts in the region to advance media,
information literacy and responsible Al
practices, empowering communities and
youth to engage critically with media and
digital technologies.

Qatar Charity provides
hot meals in Gaza

atar Charity (QC) has begun distributing 1,000

hot meals daily to displaced people return-

ing from southern Gaza to Gaza City and the
nort Gaza, since mid-October.

Additionally, 315 meals are being provided daily to
patients with special needs receiving treatment at the
Hamad Hospital for Rehabilitation and Prosthetics in
the Gaza Strip. The initiative is supported by donors in
Qatar.

These efforts are part of QC’s humanitarian cam-
paign ‘Labbeh Gaza: Commitment and Solidarity; to
alleviate the suffering of displaced residents in Gaza.

Therelief efforts began in August and are expected to
continue by the end of the year, targeting critical sec-
tors such as food, clean water, and education.

The total aid planned for distribution includes ap-
proximately 24,700 food parcels, 2.4mn litres of clean
drinking water, 4,500 school bags, and the rehabilita-
tion of 60 classrooms. These efforts are expected to
benefit hundreds of thousands of displaced individuals
across the Gaza Strip.

In implementation of the directives of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, QC partici-
pated in the launch of a land bridge of humanitarian aid
last week in response to the urgent needs in the Gaza Strip

and tobe delivered through Jordan and Egypt.

The humanitarian convoy includes 87,754 shelter
tents provided by the Qatar Fund for Development, QC,
and the Qatar Red Crescent Society, benefiting about
436,170 individuals from affected families. This effort
comes at a critical time, as more than 288,000 families
in Gaza have lost their homes as a result of the war.

QC continues to urge donors to support its ongoing
‘Labbeh Gaza’ campaign. Contributions can be made
via the organisation’s website and mobile app, through
its home collection service, by dialling 44290000, or
by visiting its branches and representatives in com-
mercial centres.

Qatar Charity launches 55 new
projects for Jordan’s needy

s part of its ongoing com-

mitment to improving living

tandards, reducing unem-
ployment, and empowering under-
privileged families in Jordan, Qatar
Charity (QC) has launched 55 new
economic empowerment projects
across various governorates.

With a total value approaching
QRI1mn, these initiatives support-
ed by donors in Qatar, aim to boost
family incomes and promote sus-
tainable self-reliance by provid-
ing diverse and stable sources of
livelihood, including photography
equipment, handicraft materials,
and household appliances.

Saleh Mohammed al-Merri,
general supervisor of QC office,
said: “These economic empower-
ment projects reflect Qatar Char-
ity’s humanitarian mission of pro-
moting solidarity and giving and
highlight the trust of our donors in
Qatar, whose contributions bring
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hope and joy to hundreds of needy
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Abdullah Mohammed from
Irbid, said: “This project has re-
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Southern EU countries call for
‘immediate release’ of Gaza aid

AFP
Portoroz

eaders from nine EU coun-
Ltries around the Mediterra-
nean Sea yesterday said they
“fully” expected Israel to open
border crossings into Gaza for the
“immediate release” of humani-
tarian aid following a ceasefire.
Countries of the so-called
MEDO group — Croatia, Cyprus,
France, Greece, Italy, Malta, Por-
tugal, Slovenia and Spain — met
yesterday in the Slovenian coastal
town of Portoroz to discuss issues
affecting their region.

Jordan’s King Abdullah II and
European Commission head Ur-
sula von der Leyen were also at the
meeting.

The group called for “the im-
mediate release of all the humani-
tarian aid to flow to Gaza” Slove-
nian Prime Minister Robert Golob
told a joint press conference after
the meeting.

“There is absolutely no excuse
for anyone to block such humani-
tarian aid)” he said, adding that
the countries “fully expect” Israel
to open border crossings to allow
the aid in.

The reopening of the Rafah
border crossing between the Gaza

Strip and Egypt remains on hold
despite calls from the UN and aid

groups.

US President Donald Trump
said on Sunday that a ceasefire in
Gaza was still holding after Israel
carried out deadly strikes on the
territory over alleged truce viola-

tions by Hamas.

The ceasefire, which began on
October 10, halted more than two
years of devastating war between

Israel and Hamas.

Golob said the MEDO group also
wanted to make sure the ceasefire
agreement is “fully respected’
including by finding a way to put

reporters on the ground.

After war, Israel must ‘find a way
to help’ Palestinians: US envoy

AFP
Washington

tinians “thrive” if it seeks

regional integration after the
Gaza war is over, said US envoy
Jared Kushner, who has been in-
volved in mediation efforts for a
ceasefire.

“The biggest message that
we've tried to convey to the
Israeli leadership now is that
now that the war is over, if you
want to integrate Israel with the
broader Middle East, you have to
find a way to help the Palestin-

Israel should help the Pales-

ian people thrive and do better,”
Kushner told CBS News in an in-
terview that aired on Sunday.
The interview preceded fresh
Israeli strikes on the Gaza Strip
following Israel’s accusation that
the Hamas group had violated
the truce by attacking troops.
Kushner, who is also US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s son-in-
law, helped broker landmark
deals during his first term in of-
fice that saw several Arab gov-
ernments normalise ties with
Israel. In the CBS interview, he
said that the situation remained
“very difficult’}, but he was look-
ing for “joint security and eco-

nomic opportunity” to guaran-
tee that Israelis and Palestinians
“can live peacefully side by side
in a durable way”

Yesterday, Kushner returned
to Israel alongside Trump’s spe-
cial envoy Steve Witkoff for a
visit that is expected to see them
meet with Israeli government of-
ficials.

Referring to the situation in
Gaza since the October 10 cease-
fire began, Kushner said: “Ha-
mas right now is doing exactly
what you would expect a organi-
sation to do, which is to try to
reconstitute and take back their
positions”

Iran says co-operation deal with
UN nuclear watchdog is void

Reuters
Dubai

resume inspections of its nuclear sites, if Western
powers reinstated UN sanctions. Those were rein-

signed with the UN nuclear watchdog IAEA
in September, its Supreme National Security
Council Secretary said yesterday, according to state

Iran has scrapped a co-operation deal that it

media.

The statement came around three weeks after
Iran’s foreign minister, Abbas Araqchi, said Tehran
would scrap the agreement, which let the IAEA

stated last month.

The confirmation will be a setback for the In-

ternational Atomic Energy Agency which has been
trying to rebuild cooperation with Tehran since Is-
rael and the United States bombed the nuclear sites
in June. “The agreement has been cancelled,” Ali

Larijani said while meeting with his Iraqi counter-

part in Tehran, according to state media.
“Of course, if the agency has a proposal, we will
review it in the secretariat,” he added.

Madagascar president names
civilian PM after takeover

AFP
Antananarivo

adagascar’s new head of
state yesterday named a
civilian prime minister,

following a military takeover last
week that sent ex-president An-
dry Rajoelina fleeing.

Army colonel Michael Ran-
drianirina, who announced last
Tuesday that the military had
taken power after Rajoelina was
impeached for desertion of duty
following weeks of protests, was

sworn in as president on Friday.
Randrianirina promised
sweeping change and new elec-
tions in the poverty-stricken
island nation, where anger over
chronic power cuts sparked the
demonstrations last month that
swiftly escalated into a mass an-
ti-government movement.
Following consultations
with the national assembly,
Randrianirina chose Herint-
salama Rajaonarivelo, a figure
of the private sector and former
chairman of the Malagasy bank
BNI, as new premier yesterday.

Rajaonarivelo had “the skills,
the experience but also rela-
tions with international organ-
isations in other countries that
will collaborate with Madagas-
car,” Randrianirina said.

The new president has prom-
ised a civilian government and
collaboration with “all the driv-
ing forces of the nation” after
the military takeover, rejecting
last week accusations of hav-
ing led a coup. He said yesterday
that the choice of premier had
“scrupulously  followed the
Constitution”

Iraqbans US gaming platform Roblox over child safety concerns

Irag has banned US user-generated videogame
platform Roblox due to concerns over child abuse,
the government said, joining other countries in
cracking down on virtual worlds, Reuters reported
from Baghdad. The government said late on
Sunday that the ban was motivated by concerns
that the game allowed direct communication
between users in ways that exposed children and
adolescents to attempts of exploitation or cyber-

extortion, and that its content was “incompatible
with social values and traditions”.

Roblox Corp, which develops the online game
creation system and user-generated-content
platform, did not immediately respond to a Reuters
request for comment on the ban. The company
has previously said it “respects the laws and
regulations in countries where we operate and
share local lawmakers’ commitment to children”.

¢

Nuseirat refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip, yesterday.

‘$2.8bn losses for
Gaza agriculture
amid Israeli assault’

Displace Palestinians gather around a truc to rceive aid supplieshat entered Gaza in the morning at the

Smoke rises following an Israeli strike in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, yesterday.

QNA
Gaza

he agricultural sector has

I incurred staggering losses

due to the methodical Is-

raeli targeting and deliberate de-

struction of a massive portion of

Gaza’s agricultural capabilities,

spokesperson for Gaza’s Ministry

of Agriculture Muhammad Abu

Odeh told Qatar News Agency
yesterday.

He stressed that the devasta-
tion was ubiquitous, affecting all
of Gaza’s agricultural sector and
spaces, as well as water wells, live-
stock, fisheries, dairy and poultry
farms, and greenhouses.

Abu Odeh revealed that $2.8bn
represents the total preliminary
losses of the agricultural sector in
Gaza throughout two years of Israeli
aggression and the deliberate and
systematic targeting of all compo-
nents of agriculture in the enclave.
He further explained that 94% of
agricultural lands in the Strip were
destroyed by the occupation out of
atotal of 178,000 dunums, and that
1,223 agricultural wells were ren-
dered inoperative.

Abu Odeh stated that 93,000
dunums of vegetable-cultivated
lands have shrunk to only 4,000
dunums, while approximately
85% of agricultural greenhouses,
which used to produce vegetables
for the residents of the enclave,
were destroyed. This led to a de-
cline in vegetable production from
about 405,000 tonnes annually to
around 28,000 tonnes only, insuf-
ficient to meet the population’s
needs in the Gaza Strip amid the
war and famine endured by the
population, Abu Odeh said.

He noted that 100% of the fish-
eries sector was affected due to the
targeting by the Israeli occupation
of fishing areas, followed by the
destruction of fishermen’s equip-
ment and boats, in addition to the

Nigeria police detain demonstrators in Abuja

AFP
Abuija

igerian authorities arrest -
Ned protesters yesterday as
they scattered a demon-
stration in the capital in support
of a separatist leader, firing tear
gas to disperse people before they
could gather in large crowds.
Nnamdi Kanu and his Indig-
enous People of Biafra (IPOB)
group advocate for independence
for southeastern Nigeria, a sensi-
tive topic in a country that saw a

brutal civil war from 1967-1970
over southeastern secession.

Roads were blocked and the
military was stationed at inter-
sections in Abuja, with police
firing tear gas at least twice by
7:00am (0600 GMT), AFP jour-
nalists saw, disrupting plans by
protesters to gather in support of
Kanu, who is facing “terrorism”
charges.

Two hours later police fired
gas canisters at a group of re-
porters gathered outside a hotel
before detaining an AFP video
journalist.

Members of the Nigerian Police Force disperse protesters demandig

the release of Nnamdi Kanu, leader of the Indigenous People of Biafra,

in Abuja, yesterday.
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detention or killing of anyone at-
tempting to venture out to sea to
practice their profession, amid the
prohibition on fishermen from op-
erating in the Gaza Sea throughout
the period of onslaught.

Over a season has passed during
the two-year-long war since the
seasonal agricultural crops were
planted, which incurred massive
losses due to the deceleration of
production caused by Israel’s me-
thodical and intentional razing
and decimation, especially of the
varieties known in Gaza.

The Gaza Strip is mired in un-
employment following two years
of the war of extermination that
plagued all elements of life, with
the unemployment rate in Pales-
tine surging during the offensive
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Gaza Agriculture Ministry Spokesperson:

USD 2.8 Billion Losses in Agricultural
Sector Amid Israeli Aggression
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in the West Bank and the Gaza
enclave to reach 50%, the Pales-
tinian Central Bureau of Statistics
(PCBS) said in areport.

The report added that the rate
stands at 34% in the West Bank
and 80% in the Gaza Strip, while
the number of unemployed in
Palestine has reached approxi-
mately 550,000. The ceasefire deal
between the Hamas movement
and the Israeli occupation took
effect last week following the Is-
raeli occupation army’s pullback
from sites and populated areas in
the enclave. This was marked by
the return of displaced people
to the northern Strip as part of
the first phase of US President
Donald Trump’s plan to end the
war on Gaza.

DA party proposes hill to
repeal race-based legislation

Reuters
Johannesburg

e Democratic Alliance (DA),

I the second-biggest party in

South Africa’s coalition gov-
ernment, wants to axe race-based
laws aimed at boosting Black jobs
in an economy still dominated by
White people three decades after
the end of apartheid.

How to address the legacy of
White minority rule is a big debate
between the DA and its larger coa-
lition partner, the African National

Congress, with the issue further
amplified by criticism from US
President Donald Trump.

The DA’s proposed “Economic
Inclusion For All Bill” would amend
the Public Procurement Act 0f 2024,
which gives an advantage to firms
that are Black-owned or run when
bidding for contracts. The DA says
this system has encouraged corrup-
tion and failed to help most Black
people.The DA calls for the removal
of references to Broad-Based Black
Economic Empowerment — the
ANC'’s flagship affirmative action
programme — across legislation.
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Chinaflays UK for delaying
ruling on new embassy

PEOPLE

Trial of Northernireland’s
Donaldson delayed again

COMMENT

CRACKDOWN

Myanmar juntaseizes 30
Starlink receiversinraid

China yesterday accused Britain of lacking “credibility
and ethics” after the UK government postponed a
decision on whether to approve Beijing’s plan to build
a new embassy in London. China’s plans to build its
biggest embassy in Europe near the Tower of London
have stalled for the past three years because of
opposition from local residents, lawmakers and Hong
Kong pro-democracy campaigners in Britain. Last
week, Britain again delayed a decision on whether to
approve the plan, days after ministers faced pressure
over the collapse of a trial of two men accused of

The trial of former Northern Ireland politician Jeffrey
Donaldson for historical sex offences has been delayed
for a second time and will likely not take place until
next year, a court heard yesterday. The trial of the
former Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) leader and his
wife Eleanor was delayed from March until November
3 after the court heard that Eleanor was unwell. The
Public Prosecution Service told Newry Crown Court
yesterday it was waiting for additional details from
Eleanor’s medical assessment. The court will sit again
on November 13 and the trial will likely not take place

Indonesia is losing more than $2bn every year to illegal
tin mining and smuggling, President Prabowo Subianto
said yesterday. The Indonesian leader ordered
authorities to step up enforcement earlier this month
inislands rich in the metal used in everything from
electronics to making glass. “There are still many illegal
mines,” he told reporters yesterday. “The losses are
quite significant, estimated at 40tn rupiah ($2.4bn) per
year, and this has been going on for almost 20 years.”
Prabowo said the military was involved in operations
to stop illegal tin smuggling from the Bangka-Belitung

Myanmar’s junta raided one of the country’s most
notorious cyberscam centres and seized Starlink satellite
Internet devices, it said yesterday, after an investigation
revealed an explosion in their use in the multibillion-
dollar illicit industry. State media The Global New Light
of Myanmar said the military “conducted operations in
KK Park near Myanmar-Thai border” and had “seized 30
sets of Starlink receivers and accessories”. That number
is only a fraction of the Starlink devices identified using
satellite imagery and drone photography. Starlink parent
company SpaceX did not immediately respond to a

spying for Beijing.

until next year.

Japan coalition
deal paves way
for Takaichi to be
first woman PM

AFP
Tokyo

apan’s ruling LDP and its junior
partner signed a coalition deal
yesterday, paving the way for
anae Takaichi to become the coun-
try’s first woman premier.

The 11th-hour agreement with
the Japan Innovation Party (JIP)
came just a day before the lower
house was due to vote on Takaichi’s
appointment as the fifth prime min-
ister in as many years.

If she wins, she will take office the
same day.

“I'm very much looking forward
to working with you on efforts to
make Japan’s economy stronger,
and to reshape Japan as a country
that can be responsible for future
generations,” Takaichi told the JIP’s
co-head Hirofumi Yoshimura as
they signed the deal.

Yoshimura said he was convinced
the parties were “on the same page
about our passion to move Japan
forward” Takaichi, 64, seen as a
China hawk and traditionalist from
the right-wing of the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP), won the
party leadership this month.

But her bid to become premier
was derailed by the collapse of the
LDP’s coalition with the Komeito
party after 26 years.

Komeito said the LDP had failed
to tighten party funding rules fol-
lowing a damaging slush fund scan-
dal.

It was also unnerved by Takaichi’s
previous harsh rhetoric on China

UK military gets
new powers to
shootdown drones

Britain’s military will get

new powers to shoot down
“unidentified” drones over
bases, Defence Minister John
Healey announced yesterday.
The move comes after several
recent drone sightings across
Europe triggered disruptions in
Germany and Denmark among
other countries, and multiple
sightings last year over UK
airbases which are also used by
US forces in some cases.
Russia has been accused of
involvement in some of these
drone flights, claims which
Moscow denies.

Countries across Europe have
boosted military spending and
defences amidst a growing
perceived threat from Russia
since Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022.
Nato said last week it was
testing new anti-drone
defences on its eastern flank
to counter a threat from Russia
following several recent air
incursions in Poland and
Estonia.

and her regular visits to a Tokyo
shrine that honours Japan’s war
dead, including war criminals.

The clock was ticking for Takaichi
to be appointed.

US President Donald Trump is
due to visit at the end of the month
on his way to the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Co-operation (Apec) summit
in South Korea.

Details of a trade deal between
Washington and Tokyo remain un-
resolved, and Trump also wants Ja-
pan to stop Russian energy imports
and boost defence spending.

The LDP’s new coalition with JIP
is still two seats shy of the lower
house majority needed for Takaichi
to be appointed.

But Takaichi is still likely to win
since in a second-round run-off
vote she only needs more support
than the other candidate.

The announcement of a new coa-
lition pushed the Nikkei 225 index
up more than three percent to a new
record above 49,000 points.

Yutaka Miura, analyst at Mizuho
Securities, said that investors were
cheered by hopes of “proactive fis-
cal policies” by Takaichi, Bloomberg
reported.

Takaichi has in the past backed
aggressive monetary easing and ex-
panded government spending, ape-
ing the “Abenomics” of her mentor,
former premier Shinzo Abe.

In Nara, Takaichi’s hometown,
39-year-old company worker Keiko
Yoshida said she was hopeful that if
Takaichi became prime minister, she
would “make Japan a more liveable
place for women”.
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A cargo plane veered off a runway yesterday during landing in Hong

Islands, a hub for the illicit activity.

-

request for comment yesterday.

Two dead as cargo plane skids off Hong Kong runway

5 waAAAAE

i e

Kong, hit a security patrol car and then skidded into the sea, leaving

two men in the vehicle dead, authorities said. Officials said an investigation would aim to determine what caused the Boeing aircraft to
leave the tarmac at Hong Kong International Airport, the world’s busiest for cargo last year, according to an industry ranking. The plane’s
damaged fuselage was left partly submerged in the seawater that borders the airport, with its emergency evacuation slides extended.

Australia flags China’s ‘unsafe’
flare drop in aerial encounter

Reuters
Sydney

manoeuvre,’ it added. “Australia expects all
countries, including China, to operate their

ustralia has raised concerns with Bei-
jing after a Chinese fighter jet dropped
flares near one of its maritime patrol

planes, the defence department said yester-
day, labelling the incident “unsafe and unpro-

fessional”

The Chinese jet released flares in close
proximity to an Australian maritime patrol
plane carrying out surveillance in the South
China Sea, posing a risk to the latter craft and
its crew, Australia’s defence department said

in a statement.

“This was an unsafe and unprofessional

ment on Monday.

King Charles meets Manchester

emergency service personnel

Britain’s King Charles Il meets emergency service personnel at Greater Manchester Police
Headquarters in Manchester, northwest England, yesterday. The king met staff representing Great
Manchester’s Police, Fire and Rescue and Ambulance services about their roles responding to recent
events and protecting people in the area.

militaries in a safe and professional manner.”

China’s military gave Australia a warning
and called the incident an “intrusion” by the
plane into its airspace around the Paracel Is-
lands, which it deployed naval and air forces
to monitor and expel.

“Australia’s actions constitute a grave vio-
lation of China’s sovereignty and pose a high
risk of triggering maritime and aerial inci-
dents,” the spokesperson for the Southern
Theater Command air force said in a state-

No injuries were reported in the encoun-
ter between the People’s Liberation Army jet
and the aircraft of the Australian Air Force,

the Australian defence department statement
said, while the P-8A Poseidon patrol plane
was not damaged.

The Chinese jet fired flares on two occa-
sions, Defence Minister Richard Marles said in
a television interview with Sky News Austral-
ia. “It’s really that, the proximity at which the

flares were released, which has given us cause

said.

to deem this unsafe and unprofessional,” he

The incident is the latest of a series of mili-
tary encounters involving China that Austral-
ia has called out publicly in similar terms.

In February, it also criticised as “unsafe

and unprofessional” the actions of a Chinese
fighter jet that dropped flares within 100ft of
amaritime patrol plane.

‘Scream club’ helps people
relieve stress in London

AFP
London

t a London park, dozens

A.c:f young people gathered,

waiting the starting sig-

nal, then screamed at the top of

their voices — all in a bid to release
tension.

So-called scream therapy is a
technique that is rapidly grow-
ing in popularity on TikTok and
has made its way to Britain from
the US. “It was very therapeu-
tic)” 23-year-old Rebekah Drakes
said after screaming at the top of
Parliament Hill on Hampstead
Heath, in the north of the Brit-
ish capital. She, along with other
participants mostly in their 20s,
were taking part in a “Scream
Club” on Saturday.

“Ifeellike you don't realise how
much you’re holding in until you
can let it all out,” the bartender
added. Mona Sharif organised the

event after seeing on TikTok that
people were gathering to scream
together in the US.

“I made a TikTok saying that
London should do one and from
that video I created a group chat
after I gained some traction and
views and likes,” she said.

“A thousand people joined the
group chat within three days,” she
explained. Sharif counted to three
and then everyone let out a roar
while filming themselves on their
phones, much to the surprise of
passersby.

“It’s kind of drawing from, like,
group therapy,” she said.

In this case, “people are letting
out frustrations that they can’t
really talk about”.

Julia Dewit, a 29-year-old
teacher, was pleased that so many
women took part.

“There is sort of a stigma
around women being told to sort
of be calm and cool under pres-
sure;” she said.

S Koreans returned from Cambodia over online scams face arrest

Reuters
Seoul

ing to detain most of the 64

South Koreans repatriated
from Cambodia over allegations
they were involved in online scams
in the Southeast Asian country, the
police said yesterday.

The police have filed requests to
the courts to detain 58 of the re-
patriated citizens, while one is al-
ready held in custody, they said in
a statement.

The United Nations says the
scam centres, which emerged in

S outh Korean police are seek-

Southeast Asia during the Cov-
id-19 pandemic and target victims
around the world with phone and
online scams, generate billions of
dollars in revenue every year for
criminal networks.

It estimates hundreds of thou-
sands of people are working in
the centres, some lured with the
promise of a well-paid job but
many forced to do so under threats
of violence.

The South Koreans’ return to
Cambodia on Saturday followed
the death of a South Korean stu-
dent who was lured to Cambodia
for what he thought was a high-

paying job.

Park Chan-dae, alawmaker who
helped rescue 16 South Koreans in
August and September, many in
their 20s and 30s, said crime or-
ganisations were exploiting vul-
nerable people desperate for work.

“What is intertwined here is des-
perate young people with a lack of
economic opportunities,” Park said.

Family members of three of
those 16 South Koreans reached
out to Park’s office, pleading for
help rescue their loved ones, Park
said.

“We were able to save them
miraculously because they were
brave, took risks and communicat -
ed with us, not done through some

kind of system,” said the lawmaker
from the ruling Democratic Party,
adding the victims secretly shared
their location information with
him.

South Korea has issued a “code-
black” travel ban for parts of Cam-
bodia over recent increases in cases
of detention and “fraudulent em-
ployment”,

The government has also set up
a taskforce to help nationals lured
into working in scam compounds
and secure the release of those held
against their will.

The returnees, who were arrest-
ed in Cambodia in recent months,
are implicated in various crimes

linked to voice phishing, romance
scams and “no-show” fraud
schemes, according to police.

“No-show” scams are a new
kind of fraud where scammers
make large reservations or take
advance payments under a false
identity and disappear with the
money.

South Korean Foreign Minister
Cho Hyun said yesterday Cambo-
dian police had arrested about 10
more South Koreans and rescued
two who had been held against
their will, and that the government
would beef up consular support in
the country.

Britain and the US last week

sanctioned the Cambodia-based
Prince Group, a multinational
network accused of operating vast
online scam operations that traf-
ficked people to defraud victims
from around the world.

The British government said the
centres, located in Cambodia, My-
anmar and across Southeast Asia,
used fake job adverts to lure work-
ers who were then forced to com-
mit online fraud under the threat
of torture.

Scam operations in Cambo-
dia are estimated to have about
200,000 workers, including 1,000
South Koreans, according to esti-
mates from South Korean officials.
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Indian solar firms tweaking supply chains to navigate US tariffs

Reuters
New Delhi

begun recalibrating their sup-
ply chains to maintain access to
the lucrative US market and offset
higher tariffs, according to execu-
tives.
US President Donald Trump’s

Indian solar manufacturers have

tariffs of up to 50% on most ex-
ports from India, among the high-
est for any US trading partner,
went into effect on August 27.

In apost-earnings call with ana-
lysts, Vikram Solar which has 15%
of its current order book tied to the
US, said it is navigating the tariff
structure by sourcing solar cells
from countries with lower duties.

For solar modules, US tariffs are

Ola Electric
founder named
in employee
suicide case

Reuters
Bengaluru

la Electric founder Bhav-
Oish Aggarwal and a sen-

ior executive have been
named in a police complaint after
an employee accused them of har-
assment in a 28-page note before
dying by suicide, according to a
copy of the police report seen by
Reuters.

The complaint, filed by the em-
ployee’s brother in Bengaluru,
names Aggarwal and the com-
pany’s head of homologation,
Subrath Kumar Das, alleging the
employee was under intense pres-
sure.

The deceased K Aravind’s
brother, Ashwin Kannan, told
Reuters that a day after his broth-
er’s cremation on September 29,
the company deposited about
Rsl.7mn ($19,341) to Aravind’s
account.

On enquiring about the pay-
ment, three people from Ola Elec-
tric’s human resources team visit -
ed him and said the deposit related
to Aravind’s pending salary for the
financial year 2024 -25, he said.

“When they had not paid for
months, how did they suddenly
send the amount the very next
day of hearing about my brother’s
death and cremation?” Kannan
asked.

Ola Electric, which has chal-

Corporatebond
market reboundson
Indiarate-cutbets

India’s corporate debt market is
witnessing a rebound as renewed
bets of steep rate cuts boost
demand and encourage firms

to opt for bonds over traditional
funding sources, analysts say.
Bond issuances fell 40% quarter-
on-quarter to Rs2.03tn ($231
billion) in July-September, data
from aggregator Prime Database
showed. But since then, firms
have raised around Rs500bn, with
bankers predicting total supply in
October could top Rsltn.

Last week, Bharti Telecom raised
Rs105bn in the largest bond issue
of the fiscal year, while State Bank
of India on Friday raised Rs75bn.
The hefty issues signal a
turnaround that could pave the
way for a record year in corporate
debt fundraising, analysts said.
“Periods with multiple rate cuts
have led to a significant rise

in corporate bond issuances,
supported by favourable pricing
in bonds,” said Vinay Pai, head

of fixed income at investment
banking firm Equirus Capital.

lenged the First Information Re-
port (FIR) in the state’s top court,
said the employee never raised any
complaint or grievance regarding
his employment or any harass-
ment during his tenure.

However, Kannan told Reuters
his brother had been employed
with Ola Electric since 2022 and
had recently complained that
the company had not cleared his
dues.

He said Aravind feared seeking
payment after hearing that em-
ployees who raised similar con-
cerns were losing their jobs.

On non-payment of salary, the
company said all salary dues to
Aravind “were cleared in the nor-
mal course of payroll processing”.
“There were no pending or out-
standing salary payments at the
time of the incident,” it said.

“In order to provide immediate
support to the family, the com-
pany promptly facilitated the full
and final settlement to his bank
account,” Ola Electric’s spokes-
person said.

Ola Electric, backed by Soft-
Bank Group, Temasek Holdings,
Tiger Global Management and
India’s State Bank of India has
been grappling with slowing sales,
regulatory scrutiny and intensify-
ing competition from established
two-wheeler makers.

The stock has fallen about 30%
since listing in August 2024.

based on the country where the so-
lar cell was

manufactured — specifically,
where the cell’s PN junction (the
part that generates electricity) was
formed.

So even if a module is assembled
in India, the US will apply tariffs
based on the country of origin of
the cell inside.

“We are exploring alternative

supply chains from countries with
significant cell capacities that have
lesser levies than what India does,”
said Rinal Shah, a top executive at
Vikram Solar.

The company did not specify if
the tariffs had any impact on its
September quarter earnings, but
expressed confidence in fulfilling
US orders despite the tariff head-
winds.

Lighting up the sky

Revellers prepare to release a han

yesterday.

-

Waaree Energies, India’s top so-
lar module maker and among the
top exporters to the US, said it was
not using domestically manufac-
tured solar cells for the US because
that would attract higher tariffs.

The company is also under in-
vestigation by the US, which has
alleged that it sidestepped the
country’s tariffs on Chinese-made
cells and panels by labelling them

dmade sky lantern from the terrace of a building to celebrate Diwali, the festival of lights, in Kolkata, India,

as made in India. Waaree has re-
futed these allegations.

Waaree CEO Amit Paithankar
said in an analyst call the sup-
ply chain for the US is completely
China-free, and that the company
abides by prevailing laws and rules.

“We have also configured it in
such a way that the tariff problems
associated with that (exports) are
the lowest,” Paithankar said.

Tariffs to stay until Russian oil
imports end, Trump tells India

Reuters
Aboard Air Force One

Trump, the US president replied: “But if they
want to say that, then they’ll just continue to
pay massive tariffs, and they don’t want to do

S President Donald Trump reiterated
l ' that Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi told him India will stop buy-
ing Russian oil, while warning that New Delhi

would continue paying “massive” tariffs if it

did not do so.

“I spoke with Prime Minister Modi of India,
and he said he’s not going to be doing the Rus-
sian oil thing,” Trump told reporters aboard Air

Force One.

Asked about India’s assertion that it was not
aware of any conversation between Modi and

that?”

Ukraine.

Vehicles move on a road shrouded in smog in New Delhi, India, yesterday.

Russian oil has been one of the main irritants
for Trump in prolonged trade talks with India
- half of his 50% tariffs on Indian goods are in
retaliation for those purchases.

The US government has said petroleum rev-
enue funds Russia’s war in Ukraine.

India has become the biggest buyer of sea-
borne Russian oil sold at a discount after West -
ern nations shunned purchases and imposed
sanctions on Moscow for its 2022 invasion of

Trade talks between India and the US are go-

ing on in a “congenial” manner, an Indian gov-
ernment official said on Saturday, declining to
be identified due to the sensitivity of talks.

An Indian delegation which was in the US

last week for talks has returned, the official
said, declining to share further details.

An e-mail to India’s trade ministry was not
immediately answered yesterday, which was a
public holiday.

Trump on Wednesday said Modi had assured
him that day that India would stop its Russian
oil purchases. India’s foreign ministry said it
was not aware of any telephone conversation
between the leaders that day, but said that New

Delhi’s main concern was to “safeguard the in-

terests of the Indian consumer.”

Toxic haze chokes
Indian capital

AFP
New Delhi

shrouded in a thick, toxic haze

yesterday as air pollution levels
soared to more than 16 times the
World Health Organisation’s rec-
ommended daily maximum.

New Delhi and its sprawling met -
ropolitan region - home to more
than 30mn people - are regularly
ranked among the world’s most
polluted capitals, with acrid smog
blanketing the skyline each winter.

Cooler air traps pollutants close
to the ground, creating a deadly mix
of emissions from crop burning,
factories and heavy traffic.

But pollution has also spiked due
to days of fireworks set off to mark
Diwali, the major festival of lights,
which culminated yesterday night.

The Supreme Court relaxed this
month a blanket ban on fireworks

Ind.ia’s capital New Delhi was

over Diwali to allow the use of the
less-polluting “green firecrackers”
- designed to emit fewer particu-
lates. The ban was widely ignored in
past years.

Levels of PM2.5 - cancer-causing
microparticles small enough to en-
ter the bloodstream - hit 248 mi-
crograms per cubic metre in parts
of the city yesterday, according to
monitoring organisation IQAir.

The government’s Commission
of Air Quality Management said air
quality is expected to further dete-
riorate in the coming days.

It also implemented a set of
measures to curb pollution levels,
including asking authorities to en-
sure uninterrupted power supply to
reduce the use of diesel generators.

City authorities have also said
they will trial cloud seeding by aer-
oplanes for the first time over Delhi
this month, the practice of firing
salt or other chemicals into clouds
to induce rain to clear the air.

India ‘eyes easing certain Chinese import curbs’

Reuters
New Delhi

ernment think-tank are push-

ing to ease certain tariff and
non-tariff curbs on Chinese im-
ports, three government officials
said, acknowledging the country’s
growing reliance on Chinese raw
materials for industrial and export
growth.

They are seeking measures in-
cluding allowing anti-dumping
duties to lapse on certain products,
while considering tariff cuts on
raw materials used in sectors such
as leather and engineering goods

Indja’s trade ministry and a gov-

where domestic capacity remains
limited, the sources said.

New Delhi is caught between bal-
ancing trade relations with Wash-
ington - which has imposed punitive
tariffs on imports from India - and
Beijing, which until earlier this year
had slowed supplies of key goods,
including fertiliser, to India.

In August, India and China agreed
to boost business links as the neigh-
bours rebuild ties damaged by a
2020 border clash.

“A consensus is emerging within
the government and the industry
that, while negotiating a deal with
Washington, India needs to fine-
tune its trade policy, including trade
relations with China” one of the

government officials said. Both the
commerce ministry and the NITI
Aayog - a government policy think-
tank - have backed industry calls to
cut import tariffs on raw materials at
inter-ministerial meetings, a second
official said, noting countries such
as Vietnam import Chinese raw ma-
terials at zero duty, putting Indian
manufacturers at a disadvantage.
However, the final decision on duty
cuts rests with the finance minis-
try, the official said, noting cheaper
Chinese raw materials have boosted
exports of Apple’s smartphones,
pharmaceuticals, chemicals and en-
gineering goods.

The sources spoke on condition of
anonymity as details are not public.

India’s commerce ministry didn’t
immediately respond to an email
seeking comment.

Responding to industry demands,
the commerce ministry last month
extended advance authorisations for
quality-controlled inputs from 180
days to 18 months - easing critical
Chinese raw material imports.

India’s imports from China rose
more than 16% to more than $11bn
in September, with imports touch-
ing $91bn in the first nine months
of 2025, up from about $80bn a year
ago.

Exports rose modestly to about
$15bn, widening the trade gap in
Beijing’s favour, commerce ministry
data showed.

The government would also not
renew anti-dumping duties on
items such as axle beams, steer-
ing components and high-tenacity
polyester yarn, another government
source said.

However, India’s trade remedies
authority has launched new anti-
dumping probes on imports such as
cranes, toner cartridges and solar
cells from China after local com-
plaints.

“This is not about abandoning
self-reliance policy,’ the official said.
“It’s about recognising that growth
needs global inputs - and China re-
mains too central to ignore.”

India’s reliance on critical Chinese
supplies has deepened in a number

of categories. Imports now account
for 91% of embroidery machines,
92% of saw blades, 72% of inverters
and half of UPS systems, said Ajay
Srivastava, founder of Global Trade
Research Initiative, a Delhi-based
think-tank.

Nearly 90% of antibiotics, silicon
wafers, flat-panel displays, and 80%
of laptops are also imported from
China, according to Global Trade
Research Initiative.

The trade deficit hit nearly $94bn
in 2024 and could widen to $120bn-
$130bn in two to three years, driven
by rising imports of electronics
components, chemical and indus-
trial inputs, the second government
source said.
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Global firms hit by
$35bn in US tariffs,
but outlook stable

Global companies have flagged more than $35bn in costs from US
tariffs heading into third-quarter earnings, but many are lowering
their initial forecasts as new trade deals reduce exposure to President
Donald Trump’s levies.

Trump’s trade war has hiked US tariffs to their highest levels since
the 1930s, and the president has regularly threatened more duties,
but overall, the fog that paralysed many businesses is clearing,
allowing executives to forecast costs and make plans — including
some price hikes.

Companies expected a combined financial hit of $21.0bn to
$22.9bn for 2025, with an impact of nearly $15bn calculated for 2026,
according to a Reuters analysis of hundreds of corporate statements,
regulatory filings and earnings calls between July 16 and September
30. The total of more than $35bn compares with $34bn tallied in
May, shortly after Trump’s “Liberation Day” tariffs in April rattled
global supply chains. But the trajectory masks a shift: the increase is
largely due to Toyota’s $9.5bn estimate.

Many other companies have lowered their earlier worst-case
forecasts after Trump reached lower -rate trade deals with the EU
and Japan. The figures combine annual and partial-year estimates
from an overlapping group of firms. Both groups include about 60
firms. Sony in August cut its forecast.

Trump also carved out
exceptions, with only
about a third of Brazil’s
exports facing a 50% tariff,
for instance. “Tariffs
are getting clearer and
clearer. And we believe that
tariffs will be just another
variable of our business
equation that we need
to be ready to manage,
and we will,” Stellantis
CEO Antonio Filosa told
Reuters in a mid-October
interview, introducing
new details of a $13bn,
four-year investment in US
manufacturing. Stellantis
in July warned of a 1.5bn-
euro hit from US tariffs this
year.

“I think there is this sense
that we reached a kind of
landing point with some of

the bilateral trade deals,” said International Chamber of Commerce
Deputy Secretary General Andrew Wilson.

“But there will continue to be much greater complexity and this
massive uncertainty.”

S&P 500 companies are projected to show an earnings growth
rate of 9.3% in the July-September period, a decline from 13.8% in
the second quarter, according to LSEG data. Much of that is on the
back of the US IT sector, driven by Al investment. Europe’s Stoxx
600 is expected to clock 0.5% growth, down from 4% in the previous
quarter.

The pain is concentrated on companies that depend on
countries that do not have trade deals. Nike, heavily dependent
on suppliers in Vietnam and other Asian countries, raised its
tariff impact estimate late last month to $1.5bn from $1bn. In
Europe, Tefal kitchen-ware maker SEB recently cut its profit
outlook, citing weaker demand as customers adopted a wait-and-
see attitude partly due to tariffs, while H&M cautioned that US
tariffs on imports would weigh more heavily on margins in the
quarter through November.

Price increases are the most frequent effect of tariffs cited by
companies in the Reuters tracker. Carmakers including Ford,
Stellantis, Volkswagen and Toyota collectively have reported billions
in tariff-related costs. Ford, for instance, is expecting a cumulative
$3bn impact

Still, optimism has ticked up among automakers and auto parts
suppliers as Trump has moved toward significant tariff relief for US
auto production that could effectively eliminate many of the costs
that have hit top car companies.

Drug makers also have started rolling out deals on drug pricing
and manufacturing that are tied to US tariff exemptions. Pfizer and
AstraZeneca have led the way, and others are expected to follow. -
Reuters
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“S SHE
MOCKING US?”

NO, DARLING,
JUST ADMIRING...
YOU'VE TURNED THEFT INTO
PERFORMANCE ART!

L

Global film industry shrugs off
renewed Trump movie tariff threat

o Trump’s tariff proposal causes muted reaction in film industry
o Hollywood spent $24.3bn in overseas productions over last 12 months
o US filmindustry seeks tax incentives over tariffs

By Paul Sandle, Michael Kahn, By-
ron Kaye and Dawn Chmielewski
London/Prague/Sydney/Los Angeles

tar Wars: Starfighter

is filming in Britain,

soundstages in Hungary

are packed and post-
production houses in Australia
are humming, as the global film
industry keeps rolling despite US
President Donald Trump’s renewed
threats to impose tariffs on movies
made outside of the US.

Trump has proposed levying
a100% tariff on films produced
overseas to stem the loss of film
jobs to production hubs around
the world, reviving an idea he first
broached in May. The initial call
for tariffs jolted the film world, and
temporarily halted projects and
international movie finance deals as
producers evaluated the potential
impact of the levy on each project’s
financial viability, two sources
familiar with Hollywood motion-
picture financing told Reuters.

This time around, the reaction
has been more muted.

“Other than the initial flurry of
‘Oh, he’s said it again, people are
not taking it as seriously as they
did the first time around,” said Lee
Stone, a partner at London law
firm Lee & Thompson, who worked
on the Emmy-winning Netflix
show Adolescence. Trump initially
called for a 100% tariff on movies
produced outside the country in
early May, to stave off the “very
fast death” of the American
film industry as incentives
lured filmmakers to production
hubs around the world. The
announcement — just weeks before
the Cannes Film Festival — caused
apanic.

“It was terrible timing. Everyone
was saying, ‘What’s going to
happen?’” said Stone, noting

that Trump’s threat resulted in
temporary paralysis. “I'm not
getting the impression that there’s
the same pause this time.” Newly
released data from industry
researcher ProdPro reveals that
while overall spending is down
15% from last year, amid a pullback
in scripted television series and
big-budget feature films, there
isno evidence that Hollywood is
abandoning global production
hubs.

“We're not seeing anything
in the data that suggests studios
are opting to film more of their
production in the US because of
concern about the tariffs,” said
ProdPro CEO Alexander LoVerde.

The US remains the industry’s
largest production hub, accounting
for $16.6bn in spending over
the last 12 months, according to
ProdPro. However, Hollywood
studios and streaming services
spent even more — $24.3bn —
on film and television projects
produced outside the US over that
same period, ProdPro reported, as
they took advantage of tax credits,
lower labour costs and world-class
soundstages.

The United Kingdom has
become a major beneficiary of
the Hollywood exodus, attracting
$8.7bn in film and scripted TV
spending over the past year,
including major film productions
like Star Wars: Starfighter, the
much-buzzed-about next entry
in the “Star Wars” saga set for
release in May 2027. Canada comes
in a close second with $6.4bn,
according to ProdPro’s most recent
report on production trends.

Other regions — Australia,
Ireland, Hungary and Spain —
together accounted for nearly one-
quarter of all production.

The Covid-19 pandemic and the
Hollywood strikes by US writers
and actors supercharged the exodus

that began years earlier.

“Australia became a bit of
aproduction bubble where
particularly in Queensland,
productions could continue even
as therest of the world shut down,”
said University of Melbourne film
expert Kirsten Stevens.

Prague increased its tax breaks
from 20% to 25% in January,
while Britain offers relief of
25.5% on qualifying films and TV
productions, with a higher rate for
animated films and a new credit for
smaller independent films.

In places like Central Europe,
adeep filmmaking tradition and
lower labour costs have attracted
along list of Hollywood films
including the Russo brothers’ The
Gray Man, Netflix’s Oscar-winning
All Quiet on the Western Front in the
Czech Republic, and Warner Bros
Studios’ Dune: Part Three, which
began shooting this summer in
Hungary.

“Hungarian soundstages are
currently operating at full capacity
with both international and
domestic productions,” Csaba Kael,
government commissioner for the
development of the Hungarian
Motion Picture Industry, told
Reuters.

Any change in US trade policy
would take time to implement, Kael
said.

Hollywood studios have found
that distributing work across
multiple locations can accelerate
the production timetable, allowing
films to be completed faster and
cheaper.

“It’s not uncommon at high-end
films that a bunch of work would
come to Australia, but a bunch of
work also might go to New Zealand
and to London and to somewhere
else,” said Mike Seymour, Emmy-
nominated visual effects specialist
and lecturer at the University of
Sydney.

“Sometimes the film is being
worked on literally 24 hours a day
because of all the time zones,” he
said.

For the moment, it is business as
usual for filmmakers, said Stephen
Weizenecker, an entertainment
lawyer with Barnes & Thornburg
in Atlanta. They are hoping to
avoid any interruption that throws
off the schedule of a production,
which can result in actors, directors
or even a filming location being
unavailable.

“The film industry dislikes
uncertainty” Weizenecker said.
“Once it starts to hesitate, it means
aproject stops altogether” A
coalition of American film industry
unions and guilds, joined by veteran
actor Jon Voight, has asked Trump
to consider implementing a federal
tax incentive to put domestic film
production on a more competitive
footing with incentives offered in
other countries.

“What we really want is a
national tax incentive that would be
more effective than any tariffs,” one
studio executive said.

Meanwhile, a bill with bipartisan
support, known as the CREATE
Act, was introduced in the US
Congress this past summer. It
would extend a tax deduction for
US productions, which is set to
expire in December, and increase
the cap on deductible costs.

The looming threat of tariffs
raises concern about the potential
impact on the economy and
livelihoods in production hubs
around the world, if Trump follows
through.

“It is hard for anyone here to
understand the likelihood of this
coming into effect, but if it did, it
would have a huge impact,”’ said a
visual artist in the industry who
declined to be named over fears
of losing financing. “It would be
devastating?” — Reuters

File photo: Flags flutter in front of the Hollywood sign after President Donald Trump ordered a 100% tariff on foreign-made films in Los Angeles on
September 29, 2025.
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Amazon cloud services hit by global outage

AFP/Reuters
Paris/Washington

any popular Internet services,

from streaming platforms to

messaging services and some
banks, went offline for hours yesterday
due to an outage in Amazon’s crucial cloud
network.

The disruption affected streaming plat-
forms, including Amazon’s Prime Video
service and Disney+, as well as Perplexity
Al, the Fortnite game, Airbnb, Snapchat
and Duolingo.

Mobile telephone services and messag-
ing apps Signal and Whatsapp were also
affected in Europe, according to Down-
detector, a website monitoring Internet
problems.

Some UK banks, such as Lloyd’s were
also impacted, and pointed to Amazon
Web Services (AWS) as the problem.

AWS provides on-demand computing
power, data storage and other digital serv-
ices to companies, governments and indi-
viduals.

Disruptions to its servers can cause out -
ages across websites and platforms that
rely on its cloud infrastructure. AWS com-
petes with Google’s and Microsoft’s cloud
services.

AWS directed Reuters to its status page
when requested for a comment. Amazon
did not respond to a request for comment.

AWS handles nearly a third of the plan-
et’s cloud infrastructure market, powering
millions of apps and websites around the
world.

AWS’s maintenance site said its engi-

neers scrambled to fix the underlying DNS
issue once they became aware at 0711 GMT
of “increased error rates” hitting multiple
services.

More than four hours later, though some
problems persisted, AWS said it was on the
path “towards full recovery” and most of
its operations were “succeeding normally”.

The outage showed “how reliant we
all are on the likes of Amazon, as well as
Microsoft and Alphabet for many of the
online services we more or less take for
granted”, said financial analyst Michael
Hewson. “On an economic level it’s almost
akin to putting all of your economic eggs in
one basket.”

AWS leads the cloud computing market,
followed closely by Microsoft Azure, and
with Google Cloud in third place.

Businesses, government and consumers

around the world rely on their infrastruc-
ture for online activities.

The British government’s websites were
among those affected by yesterday’s out-
age, according to Downdetector, which re-
lies on users to signal online problems they
encounter.

AWS said the problem appeared to orig-
inate in one of its critical infrastructure
zones, the US-East-1region, located in the
US state of Virginia.

The DNS issue identified has to do with
the Domain Name System (DNS) protocol
used on the Internet to associate informa-
tion with various domain names.

Although the DNS problem was “fully
mitigated” at 1030 GMT, it caused a huge
backlog of stymied requests that had to be
worked through, AWS said.

“This major online outage underscores

a stark reality: Business operations asso-
ciated with one critical vendor in a region
can cascade into global instability,” said
independent cyber analyst Rimesh Patel,
quoted by the Science Media Centre, a UK
charity focused on science and engineer-
ing.
“Tt highlights how interdependent our
digital infrastructure has become,’ said
Alan Woodward, a University of Surrey
professor quoted by the same centre.

In July 2024, another global online out -
age occurred when a US cybersecurity
company, CrowdStrike, issued a faulty up-
date to its software used by airports, hos-
pitals and many organisations.

According to Microsoft, some 8.5mn de-
vices were affected, resulting in a systems
crash and users being confronted with a
“blue screen of death”

Rodrigo Paz

Bolivians end decades
of socialism, electing
centre-right president

AFP/Reuters
La Paz

olivians have elected a
B pro-business centre-right

senator as their new presi-
dent, ending two decades of
socialist rule that left the South
American nation deep in eco-
nomic crisis.

With 97.8% of ballots count-
ed, Rodrigo Paz had 54.6% of the
vote to 45.4% for his rival, right -
wing former interim president
Jorge “Tuto” Quiroga, the Su-
preme Electoral Tribunal said.

The news was greeted with
joy, music and fireworks on the
streets of La Paz.

The new president takes office
on November 8.

“We must open Bolivia to the
world,” said Paz during his vic-
tory speech from La Paz, after
Quiroga conceded defeat.

“We came to celebrate the vic-
tory with great hope of a new di-
rection for Bolivia,” Julio Andrey,
a 40-year-old lawyer, told AFP.

Paz, the 58-year-old son of a
former president, has vowed a
“capitalism for all” approach to
economic reform, with decen-
tralisation, lower taxes and fiscal
discipline mixed with continued
social spending.

In his victory address, Paz said
Bolivia was “reclaiming its place
on the international stage”

Paz also said he had received a
congratulatory message from US
President Donald Trump, while
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
said Washington “stands ready
to partner with Bolivia on shared
priorities”

“After two decades of mis-
management, President-elect
Paz’s election marks a trans-
formative opportunity for both
nations,” Rubio said.

Under former president Evo
Morales, Bolivia took a sharp
turn to the left: nationalising
energy resources, breaking ties
with Washington and making
alliances with China, Russia
and fellow leftists in Cuba, Ven-
ezuela and elsewhere in Latin
America.

After the results were an-
nounced, Paz’s vice-presiden-
tial running mate, Edmand Lara,
made a call for “unity and rec-
onciliation” after a bitter cam-
paign.

While Bolivia is enduring its
worst economic crisis in dec-
ades, he promised improve-
ments are on the horizon.

“We must ensure the supply
of diesel and gasoline. People are
suffering. We need to stabilise
the prices of the basic food bas-
ket, and we must put an end to
corruption,” he said.

Long queues for fuel have
become a way of life in Bolivia,
with dollars in short supply and

annual inflation over 20%.

In a first electoral round in
August, crisis-weary voters
snubbed the Movement Toward
Socialism (MAS) party founded
by Morales.

Sunday’s election closes out
an economic experiment marked
by initial prosperity funded by
Morales’s nationalisation of
natural gas reserves.

The boom was followed by
bust, notably with critical short -
ages of fuel and foreign currency
under outgoing leader Luis Arce.

“We hope the country im-
proves,” said homemaker Maria
Eugenia Penaranda, 56, bundled
up against the cold as she cast
her vote in La Paz, about 3,600m
(11,800;) above sea level. “We
cannot make ends meet. There is
alot of suffering. Too much?”

Successive governments un-
der-invested in the country’s
hydrocarbons sector, once the
backbone of the economy.

Production plummeted and
Bolivia almost depleted its dol-
lar reserves to sustain a universal
subsidy for fuel that it can also
no longer afford to import.

Analyst Daniela Osorio of the
German Institute for Global and
Area Studies told AFP that Bo-
livians’ patience was running
out.

Once the election is over, she
warned, “if the winner does not
take measures to help the most
vulnerable, this could lead to a
social uprising”

Morales said after the results
were announced that the presi-
dent-elect has urgent and “se-
rious issues” to resolve, such as
the fuel and dollar shortages.

Paz faces an uphill task, inher-
iting an economy in recession,
according to the World Bank.

He had promised to maintain
social programs while stabilising
the economy, but economists
have said the two things are not
possible at the same time.

“He has maintained a very
calm, centrist tone... he has
connected with people who
want change, but not radi-
cal change,” political scientist
Gabriela Keseberg told AFP of
Paz’s victory.

Paz said on Sunday that his
governance style will be one of
“consensus”.

He will not have a party ma-
jority in Congress, meaning he
will need to make concessions to
get laws passed.

Outside of Congress, the new
president will also face stiff op-
position from Morales, who
remains popular - especially
among Indigenous Bolivians -
but was constitutionally barred
from seeking another term.

Quiroga said on Sunday that
his team would review the of-
ficial results but congratulated
Paz on his victory nevertheless.

Tornado hits area north of Paris,
leaving one person dead

just to the north of Paris, said French Interior Minister Lau-

O ne person has died after a tornado struck the Val d’Oise area

rent Nunez yesterday. Nunez said he was monitoring the situ-
ation closely, and added several others had been seriously injured as a

result of the tornado. — Reuters

Louvre robbery casts France in ‘deplorable’ light

Reuters/AFP
Paris

seum has cast France in a “deplorable”

light, Justice Minister Gerard Darmanin
said yesterday as opposition politicians criti-
cised the government for what they branded a
national humiliation.

Thieves on Sunday broke into the Louvre, one
of the world’s most famous museums, using a
crane to smash an upstairs window, then steal-
ing priceless objects from an area that houses
the French crown jewels before escaping on
motorbikes.

The theft, which several newspapers called
“heist of the century”, grabbed headlines glo-
bally.

“What is certain is that we failed,” Darmanin
told France Inter radio, saying the heist gave a
“negative” and “deplorable” image of France.
“The French people all feel like they’ve been
robbed.”

The break-in raised awkward questions
about security at the museum, which is home to
artworks such as the Mona Lisa and which wel-
comed 8.7mn visitors in 2024.

The museum remained closed yesterday.

The robbery took between six to seven min-
utes and was carried out by four people who
were unarmed but who threatened the guards
with angle grinders, the Paris prosecutor has
said.

Darmanin said the robbers, who are still on
the run, would eventually be found.

However, that did not soothe the anger over
the theft.

This heist “is an unbearable humiliation for
our country. How far will the disintegration of
the state go?” Jordan Bardella, leader of the far-
right National Rally party, said on X.

Francois-Xavier Bellamy, of the conserva-
tive Republicans party, called it “a symptom of a
country that cannot protect its heritage”

The jewellery heist at Paris’s Louvre mu-

A security employee clears visitors from the area near the glass Pyramid of the Louvre Museum as
the museum remains closed the day after a spectacular jewel heist by thieves. - Reuters

The stolen jewellery included a tiara from the
jewellery set of Queen Marie-Amélie and Queen
Hortense, from the early 19th century, as well as
an earring, part of a pair from the sapphire jew-
ellery set of the same queens.

The crown of Empress Eugenie was found
outside the museum.

The thieves apparently dropped the piece,
made of gold, emerald and diamonds, as they
made their getaway.

The culture and interior ministries were
holding an emergency meeting to discuss the
security of the Louvre, officials said.

Meanwhile, the museum, which had been
expected to re-open yesterday, remained
closed.

“Due to exceptional circumstances, the Lou-
vre Museum will remain closed today. Visitors

who had booked a tour for today will be refund -
ed,” its website said.

At the museum, US tourist Jesslyn Ehlers,
38, and her husband were busy rebooking their
tickets.

“We’'re just kind of disappointed. We’ve been
planning this for a very long time,” she said.

Shortly before the announcement, queues of
impatient visitors snaked their way across the
museum’s pyramid courtyard and under the tall
arches of the main entrance gallery.

Carol Fuchs, an elderly tourist from the Unit-
ed States, had been standing in line for more
than three-quarters of an hour.

“The audacity, coming through a window;’
she told AFP after the disappearance of the jew-
els. “Will they ever be found? I doubt it. I think
it’s long gone”

Brazil
greenlights
oil drilling
in sensitive
Amazon
region

AFP
Rio de Janeiro

etrobras said yesterday that
Pit had received a licence to

drill for oil near the mouth
of the Amazon River, enraging en-
vironmentalists who said the move
would undermine Brazil’s hosting
of UN climate talks next month.

Plans to expand oil exploration
in Brazil, already the world’s eighth
largest producer, are backed by
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva,
who insists oil revenues will help
fund Brazil’s climate transition.

Critics accuse him of a contra-
dictory stance as he urges world
leaders to step up in the fight
against climate change ahead of
COP30 talks in the Amazon city of
Belem on November 10-21.

Petrobras was granted a licence
to drill in the Foz de Amazonas re-
gion after a five-year battle for per-
mission to explore the area.

Brazil’s environmental agency
Ibama said it had given the go-
ahead after “a rigorous environ-
mental licensing process”

However, Brazil’s Climate Ob-
servatory non-governmental or-
ganisation (NGO) said civil society
organisations would go to court to
fight the decision.

“The government is sabotag-
ing the leadership it should have
at COP30,” Suely Araujo, a former
president of Ibama and co-ordi-
nator of the Climate Observatory
NGO, told AFP. “How can our dip-
lomats advocate for the shift away
from fossil fuels... when the coun-
try is intensifying fossil fuel explo-
ration and production?”

Araujo, who denied French oil

This picture taken in June shows a Manoki Indigenous man wearing a
mask of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva during a demonstration in
front of the hotel where an oil blocks auction organised by Brazil’s Oil
and Gas Regulatory Agency (ANP) was taking place, in Rio de Janeiro.
Petrobras announced that it had received authorisation from
environmental agency Ibama to begin oil drilling 500km from the
mouth of the Amazon River. - AFP

giant Total a drilling licence in
nearby blocks in 2018, said grant-
ing the licence had opened the
door for other permits in the same
region.

Foz de Amazonas is part of a
promising new offshore oil fron-
tier, with nearby Guyana emerging
as a major oil producer in less than
a decade following large offshore
discoveries.

Petrobras said it would imme-
diately start drilling an exploratory
well at Block 59, an offshore site
500km (310 miles) from the mouth
of the Amazon River.

Environmentalists have raised
alarm about drilling for oil 160km
off the coast of the world’s largest
tropical rainforest, which is home
to Indigenous communities.

Petrobras has said its models
show that an oil spill at the offshore
site “would not be likely to reach
the coast” and there would be
“no direct impact” on Indigenous
communities.

“We hope to obtain excellent re-
sults from this research and prove
the existence of oil in the Brazilian
portion of this new global energy
frontier;” said Magda Chambriard,
president of Petrobras, in a state-
ment.

Brazil meets most of its energy
needs through renewables and ex-
ports more than half of its oil, so
emissions from new oil production
won’t add to its own greenhouse
gas tally, but will still be released
globally.

“Authorising new oil licences in
the Amazon is not just a historic
mistake - it’s doubling down on a

model that has already failed,” said
Ilan Zugman of the advocacy group
350.0r¢g.

Ibama denied Petrobras an ex-
plorationlicence in 2023, citing in-
adequate plans to protect wildlife
in case of an oil spill.

As Petrobras appealed, pressure
rose from Lula, who said earlier
this year that Ibama was a govern-
ment agency acting as if it was
“against the government”

In February, an Ibama techni-
cal opinion seen by AFP said that
the recommendation remained to
“deny the environmental licence’;
citing the risk of “massive biodi-
versity loss in a highly sensitive
marine ecosystem”.

Ibama’s technical staff noted
that drilling conditions were very
challenging in the Foz de Amazo-
nas basin, which is prone to intense
storms and strong ocean currents.

However, in May, Ibama presi-
dent Rodrigo Agostinho overruled
the opinion and allowed Petro-
bras to go ahead with an oil spill
accident response drill that was
considered the last step before the
licence is granted.

In September, Ibama approved
the pre-operational environmen-
tal assessment, despite Petrobras
failing to demonstrate it can “reli-
ably protect fauna in the event of
an oil spill”

The federal public prosecutor’s
office has alsoraised the alarm over
the process, and filed a lawsuit on
Thursday to force Petrobras to
conduct a new oil spill drill before
the licence was issued, due to fail-
ures in its wildlife rescue plan.

WMO urges
actionto
close gaps
in disaster
warning
systems

he World Meteorological

Organisation (WMO) has

urged action to close gaps
in a global system of surveillance
meant to protect people from ex-
treme weather, saying yesterday
that such early warnings were
particularly needed in developing
countries.

Convening a special meeting in
Geneva, the WMO said that in the
past five decades, weather, water
and climate-related hazards have
killed more than 2mn people, with
90% of those deaths occurring in
developing countries.

WMO Secretary-General Ce-
leste Saulo has made boosting
early-warning systems a prior-
ity but still only 55% of countries
have built up the surveillance ca-
pacity, data from the UN weather

agency shows.
“Many millions of people lack
protection against dangerous

weather which is inflicting an
increasing toll on economic as-
sets and vital infrastructure,” the
WMO said in a statement.

The number of countries using
early-warning systems has dou-
bled in three years to 119.

However, a WMO assessment
of 62 countries showed half of
them possess only basic capac-
ity and 16% have less than basic
capacity.

“Early warning means early ac-
tion. Our goal is to not only warn
the world it is to empower it,” Sau-
lo said in a opening speech to the
conference in Geneva.

Deaths from disasters are six
times higher and the number of
people affected is four times high-
er in countries with limited multi-
hazard early warning systems, the
WMO has found.

The head of Switzerland’s Fed-
eral Department of Home Affairs,
Elisabeth Baume-Schneider, told
delegates at the conference that no
country or region was spared from
the impact of climate change and
extreme weather. — Reuters
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New DFI executive board of trustees

he Doha Film Institute (DFI) has an-

I nounced its new executive board of

trustees comprising distinguished

leaders from key Qatari ministries and en-
tities.

Each member draws on their wealth of
experience and expertise working with di-
verse organisations that have helped shape
the nation and strengthen Qatar’s global
position as a leading cultural hub, a state-
ment said.

Under the leadership of DFI Chairper-
son HE Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad
bin Khalifa al-Thani, the new members
are:

O Qatar Fund for Development (QFFD)
chairman HE Sheikh Thani bin Hamad bin
Khalifa al-Thani

O HE the Minister of Education and
Higher Education Lolwah bint Rashid
AlKhater

O Qatar Tourism chairman HE Saad bin
Ali al-Kharji

O Supreme Committee for Delivery and
Legacy (SC) managing director HE Hassan
Abdulla al-Thawadi

O Qatar Museums board member Ab-
dulla al-Najjar

O Engineer Jassim Mohamed al-Khori,
the chief executive of Media City Qatar.

“Over the past 15 years, the DFI has
been a driving force behind a golden age
of Arab cinema, championing important
films that have elevated Arab voices and
redefined the global storytelling land-
scape with richness, diversity, and truth,”

HE Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin
Khalifa al-Thani

HE Hassan Abdulla al-Thawadi

said HE Sheikha Al Mayassa. “While we
continue to grow, we remain committed
to the values that are part of our organi-

sational DNA: creative excellence, cul-
tural authenticity, and the belief in the
power of film to unite, to heal, and to re-

HE Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater

Abdulla al-Najjar

mind us of our shared humanity.”
“Our new board of trustees will steer the
organisation to continue to look boldly to

b

HE Saad bin Ali al-Khariji

_

Engineer Jassim Mohamed al-Khori

the future while honouring the strength of
our past and celebrating our rich traditions
and values,” she added.

As QFFD chairman, HE Sheikh Thani
oversees initiatives aimed at strengthen-
ing Qatar’s role as a trusted global partner
in advancing the UN Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.

HE AlKhater’s distinguished career in
public service includes appointments as
Minister of State for International Co-
operation and official spokesperson for the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well as As-
sistant Minister of Foreign Affairs.

HE al-Kharji brings extensive adminis-
trative expertise from various leadership
positions across the nation. His career is
marked by a commitment to advancing
Qatar’s global standing.

HE al-Thawadi chairs the Film Com-
mittee at Media City Qatar and the Gen-
eration Amazing Foundation, and serves
on boards at Media City Qatar, Hamad Bin
Khalifa University, Northwestern Univer-
sity Qatar, Qatar Rail, and Qatar Interna-
tional Islamic Bank.

Al-Najjar is an exceptional C-level
leader with over 25 years of experience
and a distinguished background in strate-
gic planning and delivery across several of
Qatar’s most significant national projects.

He has held senior leadership roles with
the SC, Al Jazeera Media Network, Qatar
Museums Authority, and the 2006 Doha
Asian Games.

Al-Khori leads the implementation of
an ambitious strategy to position Qatar
as a leading regional hub for media, inno-
vation, and talent development - in line
with the Qatar National Vision 2030 and
the Third National Development Strategy
(2024-2030).

development.

The first talk, titled ‘The Archltectural Alphabet - Crafting Mshelrebs Urban
Language’, examined the architecture and urban planning foundational to Msheireb’s

Msheireb Museums celebrates 10
years, launches publications on
Qatar’s architectural heritage

By Joey Aguilar
Staff Reporter

sheireb Museums celebrated
Mits 10th anniversary yesterday,

bringing together leading inter-
national and regional architects, cultural
leaders, and heritage preservation experts
to examine a decade of architectural in-
novation and cultural transformation in
Qatar.

The event at Bin Jelmood House was
marked by two panel discussions and
the launch of two new publications that
document the museums’ role in shaping
Qatar’s contemporary built environment.

Led by Msheireb Museums general
manager Abdulla al-Naama and attended
by senior officials from Msheireb Proper-
ties, the conference underlined the mu-
seums’ impact on defining a unique mod-
ern Qatari architectural identity.

A highlight of the celebration was the
launch of two publications: Building on
Tradition — The New Architectural Lan-
guage of Qatar and Msheireb Museums:
Transforming Doha’s Heritage Houses.

Building on Tradition establishes a
comprehensive framework for contem-
porary Qatari architecture through the
introduction of the “Seven Principles”.

Utilising Msheireb Downtown Doha
(MDD), dubbed as the world’s largest

The celebration was attznded by senior officials from Msheireb Properties. PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam

sustainable downtown regeneration as
its primary case study, the book demon-
strates how timeless architectural wis-
dom can inform exceptional 21st century
urban design.

According to Msheireb Museums, the
Seven Principles - Continuity, Individual
and Collective, Space and Form, Aspects
of the Home, Aspects of the Street, De-
signing for Climate, and Architectural
Language - offer a sophisticated meth-
odology for honouring Qatar’s cultural
identity while addressing modern needs
through climate-responsive and cultur-
ally sensitive design.

The second publication, Msheireb Mu-
seums: Transforming Doha’s Heritage
Houses, chronicles the meticulous res-
toration of the four historic houses at the

heart of the museums: Radwani House,
Mohammed Bin Jassim House, Company
House, and Bin Jelmood House.

The book documents the unique con-
servation approach, detailing how these
rare examples of traditional Qatari do-
mestic architecture were transformed
into powerful, contemporary museo-
logical narratives, achieving LEED Gold
standards.

The panel discussions explored the
interplay between architectural heritage
and future-forward innovation.

The first talk, titled “The Architec-
tural Alphabet - Crafting Msheireb’s
Urban Language’, examined the archi-
tecture and urban planning founda-
tional to Msheireb’s development, ad-
dressing the necessity of depicting the

past while embracing the future and
the importance of creating safer urban
spaces.

The panel comprised Rosanna Law,
Simon Gathercole, and Michael Mosses-
sian, and was moderated by engineer
Fatima Mohamed Fawzi, senior manager
(Education and Sustainability) at Doha
Design District.

The second discussion, “Truth in
Translation - Weaving Heritage into the
Modern Fabric”) shines a spotlight on the
sensitive process of transforming his-
toric buildings into dynamic storytelling
spaces.

This panel featured experts John
McAslan, Fanos Panayides, and Fatima
M Fazwy, and was moderated by Fahad
al-Turki.

Katara, embassy organise tasting
experience of Egyptian cuisine

atara Cultural Village, in co-operation with and efforts in showcasing Egyptian culture.
the Egyptian embassy in Qatar, has organised “We are delighted with this initiative, which al-
tasting event celebrating the masterpieces of

lows us to highlight an aspect of Egyptian culture
Egyptian cuisine and its heritage.

represented by our rich cuisine,” the envoy said.

The event was attended by Katara general manager “We look forward to more joint events that reflect

Prof Dr Khalid bin Ibrahim al-Sulaiti and Egyptian  the depth of the fraternal relations between Egypt
ambassador Walid Fahmy al-Faqi, as well as other

and Qatar”
ambassadors and members of the diplomatic corps in Koshari is one of the most popular dishes in Egypt
Qatar, among other guests.

and regarded as one of the most prominent symbols of
Attendees enjoyed a unique tasting experience fea-

Egyptian identity par excellence.
turing koshari - Egypt’s most famous traditional dish, The dish combines simplicity and diversity, hav-
celebrated across the Arab world.

ing originated in the 19th century with roots among
Prof Dr al-Sulaiti said that Katara seeks, through such ~ Egypt’s working classes.
events, to promote cultural dialogue and human connec- It soon became a national favourite that brought to-
tion among nations, considering cuisine an integral part ~ gether all social classes.
of cultural identity and civilisational heritage.
Al-Faqi thanked Katara for its continuous support

ASD hosts Global Art

Right: Egyptian cuisine showcased at Katara.

Teachers Exchange

recently hosted the Global Art

Teachers Exchange (GATE), an
international conference that brings to-
gether visual arts educators from around
the world to collaborate, learn, and cel-
ebrate creativity.

Established in 2018, the GATE provides
relevant, practical, and affordable profes-
sional development designed specifically
for visual arts teachers.

Each year, a different international
school hosts this independently organ-
ised and funded event, with the goal of
fostering collaboration and the exchange
of innovative teaching practices.

This year, the ASD welcomed 65 art
educators from more than 25 countries,
for a weekend of immersive workshops,
presentations, and cultural excursions.

The programme is aimed at inspir-
ing new ideas and strengthening global

The American School of Doha (ASD)

connections in arts education.

“After a year of preparation, from pro-
posal to selection among top interna-
tional schools, we were thrilled to open
our doors to art educators from across the
globe,” said ASD visual arts teacher and
GATE team lead Klara Hermanek.

“Our Visual Arts team is passionate
about creating an environment where
creativity, expertise, and collaboration
thrive,” she said. “Hosting the GATE was
a chance to share the love of art teaching
with colleagues worldwide.”

Spearheaded by Inge Winters, Joni
Muller, Carla Otero, Wendy Zarter, Klara
Hermanek, Ryan Pace, Liz Estudillo, and
John Venditti, the ASD Visual Arts De-
partment led the event, showcasing the
school’s dedication to artistic excellence
and global engagement.

At the heart of the GATE is its partici-
patory model: attendees lead workshops,

Gl“"‘-ﬂn

facilitate discussions, and share class-
room-ready resources.

Sessions ranged from early childhood
to high school art education, emphasising
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hands-on, practical approaches directly
applicable to the classroom.

The conference concluded with a
strong sense of community and renewed

enthusiasm for teaching the visual arts,
underscoring the universal power of art
to connect people across cultures and in-
spire lifelong learning, a statement added.
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