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Amir sends
ey MOECC, MCIT1 h
to Kuwait Amir O 9 aunc

His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and
His Highness the Deputy Amir
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-
Thani sent cables of condolences
to Amir of the State of Kuwait
Sheikh Mishal al-Ahmad al-Jaber
al-Sabah, on the death of Sheikha
Jana Emad Abdulaziz Salem al-
Malek al-Sabah. (QNA)

Qatar Boat Show
2025 tobeheldin Nov

Under the Patronage of HE the
Prime Minister and Minister

of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
bin Jassim al-Thani, the second
edition of the Qatar Boat

Show 2025 will kick off from
November 5-8, 2025 with the
participation of government
entities and global maritime
companies. At a press
conference yesterday, the
Organising Committee unveiled
its roster of official partners
for its second edition, which
will take place at Old Doha
Port. At the signing ceremony,
organisers reaffirmed the show’s
role in positioning Qatar as a
global hub for maritime luxury,
innovation, and trade. Page 12

S’hail 2025 to kick
off tomorrow

The 9th Katara International
Hunting and Falcons

Exhibition - S’hail 2025 is

set to kick off tomorrow at

the Katara Cultural Village
Foundation. Vice-Chairman

of the Organising Committee
Mohammed bin Abdullatif
al-Misnad said that the event,
which runs through September
14, will welcome participation
from over 200 companies

and specialised entities
representing 17 countries. The
growing international interest
underscores the event’s stature
as one of the world’s leading
showcases in the fields of
hunting, falconry, camping, and
outdoor adventures. Page 12

Heathrow Terminal 4
shut over ‘incident’

One of the four terminals at
London’s Heathrow Airport

was evacuated yesterday while
firefighters responded to what
the emergency services called
a “possible hazardous materials
incident”. Heathrow, said on
social media its Terminal 4 was
closed as emergency services
responded to an incident, and
that all other terminals were
operating as normal. “Specialist
crews have been deployed to
carry out an assessment of

the scene, and Terminal 4 has
been evacuated as a precaution
whilst firefighters respond,”

a London Fire Brigade
spokesperson said.

French parliament
ousts prime minister

France’s parliament brought
down the government
yesterday over its plans to tame
the ballooning national debt,
deepening a political crisis that
is weakening the eurozone’s
second-largest economy.
Lawmakers voted to oust Prime
Minister Francois Bayrou and
his minority government with
364 votes against the veteran
centrist politician and 194 in his
favour. President Emmanuel
Macron, who is facing calls
from the opposition to dissolve
parliament and resign, will
instead hunt for his fifth prime
minister in less than two years.
His office said he would
appoint one in the next few
days. Page 11

Hazardous Materials
Management project

QNA
Doha

he Chemical Safety Sym-

I posium kicked off in Doha

yesterday under the theme

“Towards the Effective and Safe
Management of Chemicals”

The two-day event was at-
tended by HE the Minister of En-
vironment and Climate Change,
Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin
Turki al-Subaie; HE the Minister
of Transport, Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdullah bin Moham-
med al-Thani; HE the Minister
of Communications and Infor-
mation Technology, Moham-
med bin Ali al-Mannai; HE the
Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Environment and Climate
Change, Engineer Abdulaziz bin
Ahmed al-Mahmoud; alongside
representatives from the UN En-
vironment Programme, the Arab
League, and the Gulf Co-opera-
tion Council (GCC) countries.

The symposium focused on
key challenges related to chemi-
cals management across a variety
of sectors, in addition to sharing
expertise and reinforcing co-
operation among national and
international entities in surveil-
lance, inspection, and chemical
safety legislation.

Throughout the symposium,

HE Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz
bin Turki al-Subaie speaking at
the event yesterday.

the launch of the first phase of
the Hazardous Materials Man-
agement System in Qatar was
announced. The initiative, a col-
laboration between the Minis-
try of Environment and Climate
Change (MoECC) and Ministry
of Communications and Infor-
mation Technology (MCIT),
aims to bolster the oversight of
hazardous materials and waste
and streamline procedures for
the relevant authorities.

In his opening remarks, HE
the Minister of Environment and
Climate Change, Dr Abdullah bin
Abdulaziz bin Turki al-Subaie,
underscored Qatar’s commitment

to strengthening the safe and ef-
fective management of chemi-
cals. He stressed that chemical
safety represents one of the fore-
most national priorities, directly
linked to public health protection
and environmental conservation.
Qatar seeks to be an effective
partner in international agree-
ments on chemical safety and
hazardous materials manage-
ment, as addressing environmen-
tal challenges and risks associated
with the growing use of chemicals
in industrial, agricultural, and
consumer sectors requires a ho-
listic system to ensure safe and
sustainable management, His
Excellency underlined.

He added that the ministry
has taken critical steps in this
field, including operating online
systems to manage and monitor
chemical licenses and advancing
electronic inspection systems for
depots and hazardous waste.

The ministry has also forged
co-operation with the Qatar
Research, Development and In-
novation Council to develop
devices that detect hazardous
materials at the nation’s ports
of entry, in co-ordination with
the General Authority of Cus-
toms and the Ministry of Public
Health, to ensure effective over-
sight of chemicals, HE al-Subaie
highlighted.

Qatar-Swiss pact for
synergy in mediation

QNA global peace and security.

The letter aims to boost co-
operation in mediation, exchange
expertise and information,

Bern

The Ministry of Foreign

Affairs and the Swiss Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs
signed a letter of intent in the
field of mediation and facilitation
in Bern, Switzerland, yesterday.
The letter was co-signed by

HE the Minister of State at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dr
Mohammed bin Abdulaziz

bin Saleh al-Khulaifi, and

State Secretary of the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs
of the Swiss Confederation
Alexandre Fasel.

The move is part of Qatar’s
commitment to reinforcing
bilateral co-operation with

the Swiss Confederation and
supporting joint efforts in

the field of mediation and
facilitation, thereby contributing
to resolving conflicts through
peaceful means and bolstering

advance the partnership
between the two countries

in the field of facilitation and
preventive diplomacy, and open
new prospects for technical
co-operation among the relevant
institutions to align with best
international practices.

The signing of this letter
represents a new step in Qatar-
Switzerland close co-operation,
underscoring the two nations’
keenness to leverage their
expertise in supporting dispute
resolution efforts both regionally
and globally, HE Dr al-Khulaifi
underlined.

For his part, Alexandre Fasel
praised the level of relations
between the two countries,

as well as Qatar’s preeminent
standing and accumulated
expertise in the domain of
international mediation.

Arab FMs condemn
Israeli threat to
displace Palestinians

QNA
Doha

Foreign ministers from the Arab-Islamic Committee

on Gaza have strongly condemned Israeli statements
suggesting the displacement of Palestinians from
territories occupied since 1967, calling such actions
unacceptable under any pretext.

In a joint statement, the ministers denounced Israel’s
ongoing military operations in Gaza, its use of siege
and starvation as tools of war, and repeated attacks on
civilians and infrastructure. They warned these actions
would expand the scope of the conflict, threatening both
regional and global stability.

The statement also criticised Israel’s continued
settlement expansion, land confiscation, home
demolitions and settler violence in the West Bank,
labelling them as serious violations of international law,
the fundamental principles enshrined in the UN Charter
and the rules-based international order.

The ministers demanded an immediate and permanent
ceasefire in Gaza, unrestricted humanitarian access, and
international support to help the Palestinian Authority
resume governance in the Strip. They emphasised the
urgent need to hold Israeli officials accountable for
potential war crimes, including forced displacement and
ethnic cleansing.

Reaffirming their support for a two-state solution, the
ministers stressed that a sovereign Palestinian state
based on pre-1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its
capital remains essential for lasting peace.

They urged the international community and the UN
Security Council to act decisively to protect Palestinians
to remain on their land and end the illegal occupation.

Five dead in Israeli strikes on
Bekaa and Hermel in Lebanon

Lebanon’s health ministry said Israeli strikes on the
country’s east yesterday killed at least five people, after
the Israeli military said it targeted positions belonging
to the Hezbollah group. Yesterday’s attacks came after
Lebanon’s government said last week that its military
would begin implementing a plan to disarm Hezbollah,
without disclosing the plan’s details. “The Israeli enemy
strikes on the Bekaa and the outskirts of Hermel led to a
preliminary toll of five dead and five others wounded,”
the health ministry said.

Israel ramps up assault, tells
Gaza City residents to leave

AFP
Jerusalem

Netanyahu told residents of Gaza

City yesterday to evacuate, as the
military ramped up its deadly assault
on the Palestinian territory’s largest
urban centre.

Israel has been intensifying its bom-
bardment of the city in preparation
for an operation to conquer it, despite
repeated entreaties from Western na-
tions and aid agencies to stop.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

A displaced Palestinian stands next to packed belongings amid an Israeli military
operation, in Gaza City, yesterday.

Gaza’s civil defence agency mean-
while said at least 39 people had been
killed by Israel, including 25 in Gaza
City, yesterday.

The premier’s warning came hours
after one of the deadliest attacks on
civilians in Jerusalem since the start of
the war, in which two Palestinian gun-
men opened fire on a bus, killing six
people, according to Foreign Minister
Gideon Saar.

The two gunmen were killed by a
security officer and an armed civilian,
police said.

Israel’s defence minister, Israel

Katz, had told Hamas earlier yesterday
to lay down its arms or face annihila-
tion.

Yesterday, Israeli forces targeted a
fourth high-rise building - the Al-Ru-
yatower - in Gaza City in as many days.

Israel has faced mounting interna-
tional pressure to halt its campaign in
Gaza, with United Nations rights chief
Volker Turk saying he was “horrified
by the open use of genocidal rhetoric...
by senior Israeli officials”

US news outlet Axios reported that
White House envoy Steve Witkoff sent
a new proposal for a Gaza hostage and
ceasefire deal to Hamas last week.

Palestinian fighters killed four Is-
raeli soldiers yesterday after lobbing
an explosive device into their tank, the
Israeli military said.

A Reuters report said Spain yester-
day banned ships and aircraft carrying
weapons to Israel from calling at Span-
ish ports or entering its airspace due
to Israel’s military offensive in Gaza,
measures the Israeli foreign minister
denounced as antisemitic.

Spain, which recognised a Palestin-
ian state in May 2024 and has been a
vocal critic of Israel’s actions in the
Gaza Strip, responded to Gideon Saar’s
comments by summoning its ambas-
sador in Tel Aviv back for consulta-
tions.

On top of the ban on ships and air-
craft delivering weapons or military-
grade jet fuel to Israel, Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez’s government said it
would not allow anyone who has par-
ticipated directly in “genocide” in
Gaza to enter Spain.

Israel has strongly denied that its
actions in Gaza amount to genocide,
and it is fighting a case at the Inter-
national Court of Justice in the Hague
that accuses it of genocide.
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Environment minister meets executive secretary
of Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions
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HE the Minister of Environment and Climate Change Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin

A
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Turki al-Subaie met

with Executive Secretary of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, Dr Rolph Payet, on the
sidelines of the Chemical Safety Symposium that was held yesterday under the theme ‘Towards the
Effective and Safe Management of Chemicals and runs for two days. The meeting discussed aspects
of co-operation between the two sides and ways to strengthen international partnerships in the fields
of chemical safety, waste management, and monitoring of hazardous pollutants, in addition to the

exchange of technical expertise. (QNA)

Awgqaf launches ‘Live Fatwas’ service on Islamweb

The Ministry of Endowments
(Awqaf) and Islamic Affairs
launched yesterday a “Live
Fatwas AI” service on the Islamic
network “Islamweb” affiliated
with the Department of Call and
Religious Guidance.

The launch was attended by
HE the Minister of Endowments
and Islamic Affairs Ghanem bin W
Shaheen al-Ghanem, and HE the
Undersecretary of the Ministry
Sheikh Dr Khalid bin Mohammed
bin Ghanem al-Thani. The launch
of the service comes as part of
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Labour minister meets Djibouti counterpart
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HE the Minister of Labour Dr Ali bin Smaikh al-Marri met yesterday with the visiting Djibouti Minister

of Labour in charge of Formalisation and Social Protection Omar Abdi Said. The meeting addressed
avenues for bilateral co-operation in the labour sector and discussed ways to enhance and further

develop joint initiatives. (QNA)

lamic Affairs said that the serv-
ice allows direct communication
with a specialised team of Islamic
scholars. =
This service relies on artificial
intelligence technologies to pro-
vide a seamless experience, allow-
ing users immediate interaction
and highly accurate results, while
adhering to Islamic Shariah regu-
lations and strict scientific over-
sight of the new service’s output.
Director of the Department of _
Da’wah and Religious Guidance,
Jassim bin Abdullah al-Ali, ex-

Amir congratulates
Prince of Andorra

His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and His
Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh
Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani

sent cables of congratulations

to Prince of the Principality of
Andorra and Archbishop-Bishop
of Urgell Joan Enric Vives Sicilia,
on the anniversary of his country’s
Independence Day. HE the Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-

Thani also sent a similar cable of
congratulations to Prime Minister

the ministry’s alignment with
Qatar National Vision 2030 and
the Third National Development
Strategy, and in response to the
growing public demand for im-

MCIT launches Technology Radar Initiative

he Ministry of Communica-
Ttions and Information Tech-

nology (MCIT), through its
TASMU Innovation Lab, launched
the Technology Radar Initiative as
part of a series of workshops aimed
at identifying, assessing, prioritis-
ing, and adopting the latest emerg-
ing technologies in key sectors, in
alignment with the Digital Agenda
2030 and the goals of Qatar National
Vision 2030.

B A

- I
mediate and accurate religious an-
swers, benefiting from integration
with the network’s archive, which

includes hundreds orfithousands of
diverse fatwas.
The Ministry of Awqaf and Is-

plained that this event represents
a qualitative shift in the history
of fatwas. He said that the new
service constitutes a modern
bridge between Islamweb’s audi-

ence and the scholars and fatwa
experts working there, achieving
a qualitative leap in immediate in-
teraction and scientific accuracy.

(QNA)

Xavier Espot Zamora. (QNA)

Amirgreets
North Macedonia

The initiative was inaugurated
with a workshop dedicated to the
healthcare sector, bringing together
Qatar’s leaders and experts from the
sector to explore emerging digital
innovations that contribute to im-
proving service quality, enhancing
the efficiency of digital transfor-
mation in healthcare delivery, and
guiding technology adoption deci-
sions based on community needs.

This initiative is a strategic tool

that enables government agencies to
evaluate technologies for adoption,
testing, or monitoring. Through this
classification, the Technology Radar
Initiative provides a clearer view
of national priorities and enables
government entities to direct their
technology investments to achieve
tangible performance improve-
ments, enhance digital trust, and
ensure the resilience of operational
systems. (QNA)

president

His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and His
Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh
Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani
sent cables of congratulations

to President of North Macedonia
Gordana Siljanovska-Davkova on
the anniversary of her country’s
Independence Day. HE the Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-
Thani also sent a similar cable of
congratulations to Prime Minister
Dr Hristijan Mickoski. (QNA)
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strategic partnership agreement between Al

Dana Medical in Qatar and EIPICO - Egypt for
Pharmaceutical Industries, with the aim of marketing
and distributing medicines and pharmaceutical
products in the Qatari market.

Dr. Mohamed Afifi, General Manager of Al Dana
Medical, and Dr. Atiya Hussein, General Manager for
the Gulf and South Asia at EIPICO - Egypt, signed the
agreement in the presence of Mr. Mohamed Yousef
Al-Mannai, Chairman of Al Dana Medical, and Dr.
Ahmed Kilani, Chairman and Managing Director of
EIPICO.

Mr. Mohamed Yousef Al-Mannai said that this
agreementrepresentsamilestonein AlDana'sjourney
to strengthen its position in the pharmaceutical
distribution and healthcare sector in Qatar.

Doha witnessed yesterday the signing of a

He stressed the companys commitment to
providing the latest high-quality pharmaceutical
products to meet the needs of patients and hospitals
and to using this partnership for wider cooperation
that will positively affect the quality of healthcare
services in the country.
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Dr. Ahmed Kilani confirmed that the partnership
meets the company’s vision of expanding itsregional
and international presence, emphasizing that Qatar
represents a promising market with a developed
regulatory environment and a growing healthcare
infrastructure.

He added: “We are delighted to have Al Dana
Medical as our strategic partner in Qatar, given its
vast expertise and strong network of relationships
with hospitals and health institutions.”

Dr. Mohamed Afifi, General Manager of Al Dana
Medical, expressed his delight at this important step
in the company’s journey, stressing that Al Dana
Medical is one of the leading and well-established
companies in the field of medical equipment,
healthcare products, and pharmaceutical
distribution in Qatar.

He explained that over many years of work and
achievement, the company succeeded in building
strong partnerships with major public and private
hospitals.

He added that the agreement represents a
qualitative step that will contribute to enhancing

the availability of high-quality medicines in the
Qatari market and will support the state’s strategy
in developing the healthcare system and expanding
the pharmaceutical supply base in line with the
latest global standards.

EIPICO is one of the largest pharmaceutical
companies in Egypt and the region. It was
established in1980 in the 10th of Ramadan City with
an initial capital of 7 million Egyptian pounds, later
increased to 6 billion Egyptian pounds, becoming
the first pharmaceutical company to apply Good
Manufacturing Practices (GMP) in Egypt.

EIPICO owns three major factories covering
an area of 130,500 square meters, including two
currently operational plants (EIPICO 1 and EIPICO
2), considered among the most advanced in Egypt
and the Middle East, producing all traditional and
non-traditional pharmaceutical dosage forms.

The company is preparing to inaugurate its
third plant, “EIPICO 3,” the first of its kind in Egypt,
the Middle East, and North Africa for the production
of biosimilars and biologicals. The project, with
an investment of USD 100 million, marks a
qualitative leap in the pharmaceutical industry as it

1 Dana Medical and EIPICO-
gypt Sign a Pharmaceutical
Cooperation Agreement

manufactures biological products entirely from cell
to final product. The plant is expected to produce
advanced medicines for the treatment of cancer,
anemia, and infertility.

EIPICO’s activities extend beyond the Egyptian
market to major strategic projects in cooperation
with ACdima and the Suez Canal Economic Zone,
through the “Arab Company for Pharmaceutical

Raw Materials - ARAB API” project, with
investments exceeding USD 150 million.
EIPICO produces more than 400

pharmaceutical products covering 25 therapeutic
categories, with 310 million packs annually,
making it the second largest in domestic sales and
the leading Egyptian pharmaceutical exporter,
holding a 26% share of total exports. Its products
reach 66 countries.

The company, which employs more than 5,000
staff, received World Health Organization (WHO)
approval in 2014 as a supplier of sterile antibiotics.

The UK’s Medicines, Healthcare Products
Regulatory Agency (MHRA), and the Romanian
Ministry of Health also accredit it.
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Need for journalists to stay ahead
of invisible digital threats: expert

By Kamran Rehmat
Doha

ournalists and media profes-
sionals in Qatar are well advised
to strengthen their digital safety
actices in the face of increasingly
sophisticated cyber threats. This
was emphasised during the second
day of Cybersecurity Awareness
Workshop conducted by cyberse-
curity trainer Farhan Alsadi, who
cautioned that the stakes have nev-
er been higher for those working in
sectors such as the media.

The session organised at the Qa-
tar Press Center referred to Qatar’s
Personal Data Protection Act (Law
No 13 of 2016), highlighting the
need to safeguard personal infor-
mation and protect press freedom.
The law, enacted in 2016, gives
individuals the right to control
their data, obliges organisations
to adopt strong security measures,
and promotes transparency in data
usage.

Alsadi noted that journalists
are at particular risk because of
their access to sensitive sources
and sensitive information. He
cautioned participants against
complacency, stressing that cy-
bercriminals increasingly view the
media as a prime target. “Journal-
ists are not just reporting the story
anymore — they are part of it)”
Alsadi said. “Protecting your data
means protecting your sources
and, ultimately, your credibility”

The Pegasus case

Attention was drawn to the infa-
mous Pegasus spyware case, which
exposed the extent of modern sur-
veillance risks. Pegasus, developed
by Israel’s NSO Group, can infil-
trate smartphones without any
action from the user — so-called
“zero-click” attacks. Once inside,
it grants full access to calls, mes-
sages, photos, contacts, and even
the ability to activate cameras and
microphones remotely.

In 2020, the spyware was used
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Cybersecurity trainer Farhan
Alsadi speaking during a
session on the second day of
the Cybersecurity Awareness
Workshop at the Qatar Press
Center yesterday.

to infiltrate the phones of 36 Al
Jazeera journalists, enabling at-
tackers to monitor private con-
versations and track their move-
ments. The revelations were part

QIC Iaunche§ ‘Qgtar’s first’ schopl
fees protection insurance solution

atar Insurance Company

(QIC) has launched Qa-

tar’s first-ever ‘School
Fees otection Insurance} a
pioneering solution designed to
safeguard families and ensure
uninterrupted education for
children across the country.

Salem al-Mannai, Group
CEO, QIC, said: “Education is
the cornerstone of every nation’s
progress, and at QIC, we recog-
nise the profound responsibil-
ity parents feel in securing their
children’s future. Our ‘School
Fees Protection Insurance’ is
not just about covering finan-
cial risk—it is about protecting
dreams, ambitions, and the sta-
bility of families.

“By ensuring that no child’s
education is interrupted due to
unforeseen challenges, we are
reinforcing the values of secu-
rity, resilience, and opportunity
that are central to Qatar’s growth
story.

“Launching innovative insur-
ance products locally is a stra-
tegic step to enhance Qatar’s
position as a leading financial

&
=

Salem al-Mannai

hub in the region. “This comes
in line with the Third Financial
Sector Strategic Plan launched
by the Qatar Central Bank in
2023, which aims to build an
advanced financial and capi-
tal market that leads the region
in innovation, efficiency, and
investor protection, thereby
enabling Qatar to unlock its full
economic potential in accord-
ance with Qatar National Vision
2030.

As a national leader, our role
is to be a partner in economic
and social development, and a

guardian of family stability in
the face of change.” QIC’s School
Fees Protection Insurance pro-
vides families with compre-
hensive financial support in the
event of unforeseen circum-
stances such as involuntary loss
of employment, permanent dis-
ability, or accidental death.

Coverage also includes cases
where a child cannot continue
their studies due to health issues
or accidents, as well as reim-
bursement of prepaid examina-
tion fees if a student is unable to
attend due to illness, hospitali-
sation, or the accidental death of
a close relative.

All benefits are paid directly
to the school, ensuring a seam-
less continuation of education
without disruption to the stu-
dent’s academic journey. Cus-
tomers can easily obtain this
product through the gic.online
portal, which provides a smooth
and convenient experience, or
by visiting any QIC branches
across the country, in addition to
its direct availability in selected
schools.

British Community Foundation to
foster stronger ties with host nation

By Joey Aguilar
Staff Reporter

The British Community
Foundation (BCF) was
launched yesterday, mark-
ing a new non-profit initiative
dedicated to supporting the wel-
fare and well-being of Qatar’s
23,000 British expatriate com-
munity and fostering stronger ties
with the host nation.

Hosted by British ambassa-
dor Neerav Patel at the embassy,
the event brought together Brit-
ish diplomats, including deputy
British ambassador Duncan Hill,
and representatives from across
Qatar’s British expatriate com-
munity. The launch also unveiled
the BCF’s upcoming schedule of
events.

Speaking at the gathering,
Patel, who also chairs the BCF
Council, highlighted what he
described as the “vibrant, di-
verse, and engaged community”
of Britons who call Qatar home,
noting the “multi-generational
link” connecting the two coun-
tries. “We know that life here can
be rich and diverse and really re-
warding. But I also am conscious
that sometimes you need a bit of
support and you need a commu-
nity to help situate you and gener-
ate it, which is why a few months
ago, and this really was the brain-

British ambassador Neerav Patel
hosted a special event yesterday
to launch the British Community
Foundation.

PICTURE: Joey Aguilar

child of Duncan. “We suddenly
wanted to do something to just
energise and bring the commu-
nity together in a bit more of an
organised way,” he said.

Patel extended an invitation to
all British nationals in Qatar to
participate in upcoming events,
regardless of how long they have
resided in the country. The Foun-
dation’s upcoming calendar for
the autumn and winter seasons
includes a weekly playgroup for
parents and pre-schoolers, a
monthly mixer for Brits in Doha,
support groups and family days
for British Special Educational
Needs families, town hall meet-
ings for community feedback, and

a Winter Bazaar to be held at the
ambassador’s garden.

Patel also thanked the volun-
teers who played a key role in es-
tablishing the BCF, acknowledg-
ing Daisy Organ for her significant
contribution and describing her
as the “engine and the dynamo
of all of this” He stressed that the
Foundation’s success will reflect
the community’s involvement,
encouraging attendees to spread
the word and engage through the
BCF’s website and social media.

In a  press statement,
Roxy Hailes, founder of the
3,000-strong British and Irish
Mums Living in Doha Facebook
Group and a volunteer organiser
for the BCF playgroup, said: “It’s
wonderful to have the British
Community Foundation here to
help Brits. I am really excited to
welcome parents and little ones to
the BCF playgroup.

“This is something that has
been missing here in Doha in re-
cent years. Playgroup is a brilliant
opportunity for families to get to-
gether and make new friends. It is
open to everyone across the Brit-
ish community: both new arrivals
in Doha and those who have been
here for years.”

The BCF operates independ-
ently but in close co-ordination
with the British embassy in Doha,
the British Council, and other
community organisations.

Qatar, EU hold workshop on digital regulation

The Public Prosecution, in co-
operation with a EU delegation

in Doha, has organised a

training workshop on regulatory
frameworks and practices in the
digital age. HE Attorney-General
Dr Issa Saad al-Jafali al-Nuaimi
inaugurated the two-day event, in
the presence of EU ambassador
to Qatar Dr Cristian Tudor. In

his opening remarks, Tudor
highlighted the EU’s partnership
with Qatar in addressing the urgent
challenges of the digital era. He
emphasised the EU’s commitment
to upholding the rule of law,
protecting rights and freedoms
online, and guiding technological
innovation responsibly. The
workshop, led by a group of

international digital governance
experts from the European
University Institute, aims to
deepen mutual understanding of
regulatory challenges in the digital
sphere, encourage experience-
sharing between Qatari and
European institutions, and explore
policy tools and approaches to
safeguard digital rights.

of the Pegasus Project, a global
investigation that found more than
50,000 potential targets, includ-
ing journalists, activists, lawyers,
and heads of state. International
watchdogs condemned the misuse
of such tools, warning that surveil -
lance of journalists undermines
democracy and press freedom.

Understanding the threat
landscape

The workshop outlined the most
common cyber risks facing media
professionals today:

¢ Spyware, like Pegasus, that se-
cretly takes over devices.

¢ Phishing attacks, which use
fake e-mails or text messages to
trick users into sharing passwords
or clicking malicious links.

o Malware, often embedded in
files or downloads, capable of crip-
pling networks.

Alsadi said that while these
threats are invisible, their con-
sequences are real, ranging from

data theft and reputational dam-
age to risks against personal safety.
To counter these dangers, Alsadi
provided participants with a set of
practical and actionable steps:

¢ Use strong, unique passwords
of at least 12 characters, mixing
numbers, symbols, and upper- and
lowercase-letters. Store them in
trusted password managers such
as LastPass or Bitwarden.

¢ Enable two-factor authentica-
tion (2FA) or multi-factor authen-
tication for all accounts. Where
possible, opt for more advanced
options like cryptographic pass-
keys.

o Regularly update devices and
software to patch vulnerabilities
that spyware exploits.

e Encrypt communications by
using secure platforms such as
Proton Mail for e-mail and Signal
for messaging.

¢ Avoid public Wi-Fiunless con-
nected through a Virtual Private
Network (VPN). VPNs encrypt
traffic and mask IP addresses, re-

ducing exposure to interception.

e Be wary of phishing: never
click on suspicious links or attach-
ments, even if they appear to come
from trusted contacts.

e Scan devices regularly with
security tools such as Amnesty In-
ternational’s Mobile Verification
Toolkit (MVT) to detect traces of
spyware.

o Back up data securely, ideally
in encrypted formats, to allow re-
covery in the event of ransomware
or breaches.

Beyond technology, Alsadi em-
phasised the human factor in cy-
bersecurity. Awareness training,
phishing simulations, and vigi-
lance at the individual level, he
said, remain the most effective
first line of defence. “Attackers of-
ten exploit human weakness, not
just software vulnerabilities,” he
said, urging media organisations to
build a culture of cyber resilience
where every staff member recog-
nises their role in digital safety.

Al-Hammadi bids farewell to Saudi envoy

i |

o

{

HE the Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr Ahmed bin Hassan al-Hammadi met
yesterday with Saudi ambassador Prince Mansour bin Khalid bin Abdullah al-Farhan al-Saud, on the
occasion of the end of his tenure in Qatar. HE al-Hammadi thanked the ambassador for his efforts in
enhancing and promoting bilateral relations, wishing him success in his new duties. (QNA)
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Figure 1: Project Sites with associated plot No

STATE OF QATAR
Public Works Authority

RFP STAGE 1: REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS - STAGE 1 (QUALIFICATION)

THE WEST BAY BEACHES AND AL SAFLIYA ISLAND DEVELOPMENT

RFP STAGE 1: REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS - STAGE 1 (QUALIFICATION).
Qatar Tourism [the “Contracting Authority”] through the Public Works Authority (“Ashghal’) is planning a Design, Build,

Finance, Operate, Maintain and Transfer ('DBFOMT"] tender for the development of the West Bay Beaches and Al Safliya Island
Development (the “Project”) as a Public Private Partnership (PPP). The Contracting Authority is looking for a suitable private
sector developer /operator ( the “Project Company] with international and/or regional experience to develop and operate five (5]
beachfront plots in the West Bay Area along with Al Safliya Island (the "Project”] which will feature a range of offerings including
Eco Tourism, Waterfront Destination, Food & Beverage, and leisure activities etc. The developer would have the choice to develop
the whole Project or selected sites, based on their interest:

The developer will be fully responsible for the Design, Build, Finance, Operation and Maintenance of the facilities over a period
of 25 years, but subject to revision if required. The plots allocated will be leased from the Government on a nominal rent basis.
The purpose of this Request for RFP Stage 1 is to collect design ideas from participants and to pre-qualify competent Qatari,
regional and international companies and consortia, capable of delivering the Project, to participate in the tender process.
Following the RFP Stage 1, if Qatar Tourism proceeds with the Request for Proposal ['RFP”) Stage 2, only the prequalified
bidders will be requested to participate in the RFP Stage 2. Please be advised that a Bidder Day will be held during this RFP
Stage 1 process to provide further information and to answer questions from potential interested parties on the Project.

SCOPE OF SERVICES:

limited to:
. Design
. Construction

e Project Financing

Management)

The scope of services for the Project will include but not be

. Operation and Maintenance (Hard & Soft Facilities

e Transfer back to the Contracting Authority

Use).

Document and submitted to:
PUBLIC WORKS AUTHORITY
ASHGHAL Tower (3) - Ground Floor

P.0. BOX: 22188
Doha, State of Qatar

SUBMISSION OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL STAGE 1 DOCUMENT

Please be advised that the deadline for submission of the
RFP Stage 1 Proposals shall be no later than

(Sunday, 02 November 2025 at 1:00 pm (local Doha
time, GMT +3:00). The RFP Stage 1 Proposals must be
in accordance with the requirements in the RFP Stage 1

ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT MANAGER

Password
Port

addenda, if any.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL STAGE 1 DOCUMENT (RFP STAGE 1)
ASHGHAL HAS PUBLISHED THE RFP STAGE 1

Ashhgal has published the RFP Stage 1 and Bidders will need
SFTP Client application to download the Document. Please
find below link to Download SFTP Client (WinSCP - Free to

https://www.linode.com/docs/tools-reference/file-transfer/
transfer-files-with-winscp-on-windows

After download, please install and use the same application
to download the Documents, which can be downloaded using
the given user name and password:

FTP Server IP
User Name

During the bidding period, the Bidders shall visit Ashghal's
website frequently for updates, RFP Stage 1 circulars and/or

All enquiries are to be directed to :
Engineering Services Department Manager
E-mail : esd.tenders@ashghal.gov.qa

:213.130.100.91
: rfp-wbalsi

: rfPw2#90()
122
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Qatar sends 90 tonnes of QRCS in co-operation
aid to regions in Syria

4

s part of its ongoing sup-
Aport for the Syrian people,
Qatar yesterday sent a new
batch of medical and humanitar-
ian aid of medical equipment and
supplies, worth over QR45mn —
provided through the Qatar Red
Crescent Society (QRCS).
The Qatari aid, as part of its
“Take Heart Syria” initiative, was

delivered by two Qatar Armed
Forces aircraft, carrying 12 tonnes
of medical and humanitarian sup-
plies to be distributed to benefici-
aries in co-ordination with the
Syrian Ministry of Health and the
Syrian Arab Red Crescent.

On Aug 28, 22 aid trucks de-
parted from Doha in three batch-
es. The convoys travelled through

Saudi Arabia and Jordan, ending
in Syria, with 78 tonnes of aid. So
far Qatar has sent 90 tonnes of
aid.

The aid distribution will cover
all Syrian regions, sending a clear
message that Qatar is committed
to ensuring its humanitarian aid
reaches all Syrians without ex-
ception. (QNA)

Qatar sets up field hospital for Afghan quake victims

Qatar International Search and
Rescue Group of the Internal
Security Force (Lekhwiya) set

up a temporary field hospital to
provide urgent medical support
to earthquake victims in eastern
Afghanistan. The hospital has
already received several injured
individuals and provided them
with the necessary care, while
critical cases were transferred to
main hospitals in neighbouring
provinces. The group also
established several shelter

tents to provide temporary
accommodation for the quake-
affected families and to ensure
their basic needs are met. (QNA)
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Invitation to participate in Barwa Tender

Barwa Real Estate Company wishes to invite capable and competent

companies to participate in the tender described below:

Non-
Tender Reference Tender LG refundable | Closing Date
Description Bond Tender Fees
BRE/RFP/GAM/12503/2025| Design, Supply, QAR QAR 200 | 29 September
and Installation of| 100,000 2025
External Branding 12.00 p.m.

Signage for
Various Barwa
Projects

Bank Name

will be considered.

following email address: Tender@barwa.com.qga

Beneficiary :Barwa Real Estate Company
: Dukhan Bank, Main Branch, Doha - Qatar
Account No. : 200000008022

IBAN Number : QA04BRWA000000000200000008022

Tender bids to be submitted to:

LTC Secretary

To receive the tender documents, a copy of the tender fee deposit slip and

valid commercial registration of the bidder must be forwarded to the

To pay the tender fee, it should be deposited into the following account:

Bid documents submitted to Barwa Company should include a Tender
Bond in accordance with the tender document, issued in a form of a
Bank Guarantee from a local bank registered in Qatar, and valid 120

days from the closing date. No offers submitted beyond the closing date

Barwa Real Estate Company

Barwa Al-Sadd Towers - Tower 1 - 16th Floor

P.O Box: 27777 Doha-Qatar
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pact with CIVIC

atar Red Crescent Society

(QRCS) and Center for Ci-

vilians in Conflict (CIVIC)
have ned a memorandum of
understanding (MoU), as a legal
framework for long-term co-
operation on community support
and protection; facilitation of me-
diation efforts in conflict zones;
and integration of the Islamic and
international humanitarian prin-
ciples into the legal, regulatory,
and practical civilian protection
systems.

The agreement was signed by
QRCS secretary-general Faisal
Mohamed al-Emadi and CIVIC
executive director Hichem Khad-
hraoui.

The ceremony was attended by
QRCS board member HE Essa bin
Ahmed al-Nasr, Relief and In-
ternational Development assist-
ant secretary-general Mohamed
Bader al-Sada and assistant sec-
retary-general and Medical Affairs
Division executive director Ab-
dullah Sultan al-Qattan.

In his keynote speech, al-Emadi
emphasised the importance of the

agreement in enabling the two
parties to share resources, ex-
pertise, and relations in common
areas and specialisations, on the
one hand, and to have a crack at
new ones, on the other, thus help-
ing enrich their respective port-
folios and to launch future joint
programmes towards the desired
goals of collaboration.
Khadhraoui said: “We share a
vision of advancing civilian pro-
tection by drawing on our respec-
tive strengths — CIVIC’s expertise
in harm mitigation and protection

strategies, and QRCS’s longstand -
ing presence and humanitarian
reach”

CIVIC is an international hu-
manitarian organisation special-
ising in the protection of civilians
affected by armed conflict. Estab-
lished in 2003, it is headquartered
in Washington, DC, with offices
in Geneva, The Hague, and New
York. It operates in more than
10 conflict-affected countries,
including Syria, Yemen, Ni-
geria, Somalia, Ukraine, and the
Sahel region.

Conservation, sustainable use of
plant genetic resources in spotlight

he 10th meeting of the

I Technical Committee on

the Conservation and Sus-

tainable Use of Plant Genetic Re-

sources for Food and Agriculture
was launched yesterday.

The four-day meeting is or-
ganised by the Ministry of Mu-
nicipality’s Agricultural Research
Department, with the participa-
tion of official delegations, inter-
national and regional experts, be-
sides representatives of a number
of organisations specialised in this
field.

In his opening remarks, Hamad
Sakit al-Shammari, director of
the Agricultural Research Depart-
ment at the Ministry of Munici-
pality, welcomed the participants,
stressing the importance of the
meeting in strengthening regional
and international co-operation.
He highlighted that conserving
plant genetic resources and en-
suring their sustainable use con-
stitute a fundamental pillar for
achieving food security and sus-
tainable agricultural development.

Aisha Dasmal al-Kuwari, head
of the Biotechnology and Gene
Bank Section, delivered a welcome
speech in which she affirmed that
the meeting represents an impor-
tant milestone for exchanging ex-
pertise and enhancing joint work.
She added that such gatherings
are a valuable opportunity to unify
efforts in addressing challenges
related to the protection of plant
genetic resources and to discuss
best practices and joint initiatives
for adapting to accelerating envi-
ronmental and climate changes.

The meeting’s agenda includes
a review of the main challenges
facing the plant genetic resources
sector, in addition to discussions
on Articles (5) and (6) of the re-
lated international treaty. Par-
ticipants stressed the importance
of strengthening international
and regional co-operation and
supporting national programmes
aimed at the sustainable use of
genetic resources, as well as de-
veloping modern technologies in
this field.

The Secretariat of Interna-
tional Treaty on Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agricul-
ture confirmed that the outcomes
of this meeting will contribute to
establishing a clear roadmap for
enhancing joint efforts and em-
bedding sustainability concepts in
line with the priorities of food se-
curity and sustainable agricultural
development in the region and the
world.

It also expressed its gratitude
and appreciation to Qatar for its
constructive efforts in hosting and
organising this important techni-
cal meeting.Holding this meeting
in Doha reflects Qatar’s pioneer-
ing role in conserving plant genet -
ic resources through the efforts of
the Agricultural Research Depart-
ment and the Biotechnology and
Gene Bank Section at the Ministry
of Municipality, strengthening the
position of the Qatari Gene Bank
as a key pillar in preserving plant
genetic resources for food and ag-
riculture at both the regional and
international levels. (QNA)
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Any further inquiries should be
addressed to: Tel. +974 44531797

Public Announcement

To all Ships, Fishermen and Mariners
Seismic Survey Acquisition by Vessels AOS Glory, Stanford Hawk, GMS Apollo, Voyager
Explorer, BGP Innovator and Safa Searcher
Seismic Survey Works Offshore Qatar from 27" November 2024 — 27" November 2025

Pursuant to and under directives from the Department of Seafarers Affairs & Registration, Ministry of Transport,
State of Qatar, this announcement is to inform all Vessels, Mariners and Fishermen that QatarEnergy LNG intends
to perform Ocean Bottom Node Seismic Survey Works with Vessels AOS Glory, Stanford Hawk, GMS Apolio,
oyager Explorer, BGP Innovator and Safa Searcher in the locations bound by the coordinates shown in the diagram

All Vessels, Mariners and Fishermen are expected to keep clear of the survey locations during the operations.

QatarEnergy LNG takes no responsibility for any loss or damage caused to outside parties in association with this
operation, following publication of this notice.

QatarEnergy
LNG
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Lom 57 12°402E
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MGD expands UK footprint with two flagship showrooms

alabar Gold & Diamonds
M(MGD), the world’s fifth
largest jewellery retailer
with over 400 showrooms across
13 countries, has expanded its UK
footprint with the launch of two
new flagship showrooms at Bir-
mingham and Southall.
Acclaimed Bollywood actress
and MGD brand ambassador
Kareena Kapoor Khan inaugu-
rated the showrooms, marking
a significant milestone in the
brand’s growing influence in the
international jewellery sector, a
statement said in Doha yesterday.
Malabar Group chairman M P
Ahammad, vice-chairman Abdul
Salam K P, MGD international
operations managing director
Shamlal Ahamed, Group execu-
tive director A K Faisal, other di-
rectors and senior management
team members, community lead-
ers, and customers were present
at the openings.

The opening of MGD’s Birmingham showroom.

tegral link in our global growth
journey in the West, and we are
delighted to celebrate this new
milestone. With the current re-
tail presence of four showrooms
and more in the pipeline, these
openings not only strengthen our
presence in the UK but also rein-

force our mission of being among
the most preferred jewellery re-
tailer in the global market.”

The newly opened MGD flag-
ship showrooms in Birmingham
and Southall offers over 30,000
designs in 18K, 22K gold, dia-
mond, and precious gems, rep-

The opening of MGD’s Southall showroom.

resenting over 25 exclusive col-
lections from MGD'’s vast design
portfolio. Specialised services
such as customised jewellery
designing facilities and exclu-
sive bridal designs are also avail-
able. Spanning 5,700+ sq ft, the
Birmingham showroom is the

brand’s largest outlet in the UK.
The other two MGD showrooms
in the UK are in Leicester and
Green Street (London).

Abdul Salam said: “The UK
marks the beginning of our con-
sistent growth strategy across
Europe, with further launches

planned in key cities across the
continent” Shamlal Ahamed
said: “Our future expansion
plans in the UK include opening
showrooms in Manchester and a
third showroom in London. We
will also be marking our entry
into Ireland and France”

5

\ Ahammad said: “UK is an in-
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Elevate your special occasions
with Zulal’s Wellness Journeys

From intimate escapes to shared milestones, every celebration is
transformed into meaningful moments of joy, balance, and renewal.

East’s largest immersive wellness destination,
proudly unveils its wellness-inspired journey
for Special Celebrations - a nhew way to celebrate
life’s milestones through transformative experiences
rooted in holistic wellbeing. More than a party, these
thoughtfully designed packages embrace the art

Zulal Wellness Resort by Chiva-Som, the Middle

of self-love, connection, and renewal, creating
memories that are both joyful and nourishing.

Special occasions are moments to pause,
reflect, and celebrate life’s journey. At Zulal,
every celebration is infused with the principles
of Traditional Arabic and Islamic Medicine (TAIM)
blended with modern integrative therapies, inviting
guests to step away from the ordinary and into a
world of balance, vitality, and heartfelt connection.
From an intimate escape for two to a gathering of
friends and loved ones, Zulal transforms special
celebrations into experiences of rejuvenation, joy,
and wellness.

Perfect as a meaningful gift or intimate escape,
guests are invited to indulge in an Explore Retreat
with the luxurious accommodation. Each guest is
treated to two treatments of choice, from a curated
menu; one massage, with a choice of Signature
Full Body Tadleek, Invigorating Massage, Oriental
Scalp Massage, or the Signature Al Qadam Foot
Massage; and one specialised therapy, selecting
from Gyrotonic, Neurac, TECAR Therapy, Watsu,
NuEra, Cupping, Acupuncture, Reiki, or Craniosacral
Therapy. This thoughtful blend of relaxation
and restoration ensures every celebration is as
rejuvenating as it is memorable.

Guests are welcomed with a red-carpet entrance,
a thoughtful wellness gift of an essence candle and
fresh flower bouquet, and a personalised touch in
the room, complete with special décor, embroidered
pyjamas, engraved flasks, and a wholesome snack.

The evening unfolds with a dinner under the
stars, hosted at unique resort venues such as the
serene mangrove deck, the cosy fire pit, or a private
terrace. A personalised a wellness-crafted cake
completes the celebration, while shared treatments

and tranquil moments create lasting memories of
connection and care.

For those who believe joy multiplies when shared,
Zulal introduces a tailored the Special Celebration
Package for three guests and above. Perfect for
milestone any special occasions, family reunions, or
wellness-inspired get-togethers, the group package
transforms traditional gatherings into collective
journeys of health and happiness.

“At Zulal, special occasions are moments to
pause and embrace wellness in its truest form,”
says Mr. Ammar Samad, General Manager. “Our new
packages combine celebration with transformation,
ensuring every guest leaves with renewed energy,
joy, and purpose.”

Whether seeking a private retreat for couples or
group gathering with loved ones, Zulal Wellness
Resort crafts wellness celebrations that honour
the self, celebrate togetherness, and embrace the
timeless gift of wellbeing.

For more information

or reservations, please
email Zulal Wellness
Resort by Chiva-Som at
reservations@zulal.com,
call/WhatsApp +974 4477
6555 or visit
www.zulal.com.
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SAVITRIBAI PHULE
PUNE UNIVERSITY

Bachelor of

Education
(B.Ed.)

Why Choose Our
B.Ed. Program?

o 2-Year full-time program,
designed for working educators

Revised Syllabus
Based on the New Education
Policy 2020

Program
Highlights

Yoga Education & Health
and Wellness

ICT in Education & Digital
Learning

Draomo and Art In

Hybrid model of teaching

Evening & Saturday classes

Degree Awarded by Savitribai

Phule Pune University, India Education

Community Engagement
& Outreach

PBS & Mentaring in
Education

Educationaol Event

Program recognised by
UGC, NCTE & MOEHE, Qatar

Highly Subsidised Fee Structure
Management

Research Project,
Portfolio & Viva
Understanding NEP 2020

+ Bachelor's or Master's degree in Sciences,
s, Humanities, or Commerce

from SPPLU or another

Social Sclenc
Minirmum 505
recognized university

MIE-SPPU Institute of Higher Education, Doha, Qatar
N (+974) 55008444, 33296012 @@ wwwmissppusduga

LIMITED SEATS

Classes starting September 2025
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| MBA Group Celebrates Continued Growth Across Multiple
ALl Sectors, Expresses Deep Gratitude to Qatar’s Leadership

MBA REAL ESTATE

Since its establishment in 2019, MBA Group has grown into one of Qatar’s most dynamic and
diversified business groups. Operating across a wide range of sectors including real estate,
construction, trading, rent-a-car, general services, and hospitality, MBA Group stands as a proud
example of entrepreneurial success powered by national support and strategic vision. With a
strong portfolio of properties located in key areas such as The Pearl, Lusail, Al Waab, and other
prime locations, the company continues to contribute to Qatar’s rapid urban and economic
development. Each division under the group reflects a deep commitment to excellence, service,
and innovation.

Chairman’s Message CEOQ’s Message

AtMBA Group, webelievethattruesuccess  The strength of any organization
comes not only from growth in business, | lies in its ability to adapt, innovate,
but also from the impact we create in the | and respond to the needs of the
lives of people and the communities we | community it serves. Qur journey
serve. With strong foundations acrossreal | has been defined by a commitment to
estate, construction, rent-a-car, trading, excellence, the pursuit of sustainable

# | m" hospitality, and general services, our | growth, and a determination
EJ Wi it journey reflects resilience, innovation, | to deliver services that make a

; 1 ' I I ' l i — | m I ﬂ I I' I I 1 l firs iii anda commitment to excellence. meaningful impact.

=== We owe our success to the wise leadership | Qatar’s leadership has not only
of the State of Qatar, whose vision and | provided stability but also a spirit
| policies have enabled companies like ours | of ambition that drives companies
to flourish in an environment of stability, | to think beyond boundaries. Their
growth, and innovation. Their guidance | unwavering support encourages
continues to inspire us to align our | us to explore new opportunities,
goals with Qatar National Vision 2030, | embrace global standards, and
ensuring that we play our role in building | position ourselves as contributors
a sustainable and prosperous future. to both national and international

To our clients, partners, and employees, I | ProOgress.

extend my sincere gratitude. Your loyalty, | Looking ahead, our priority is to
dedication, and trust remain the driving | expand opportunities, invest in
force behind our continued success. | people, and strengthen partnerships
Together, we will move forward with built on trust. With dedication and
confidence, building a brighter tomorrow | focus, we remain committed to
for Qatar and beyond. shaping a future of progress that reflects both our values and Qatar’s aspirations.

Mr. Mohamed Al Nuaimi Mr. Haitham Abdelghany
| Chairman, MBA Holding Group Chief Executive Officer, MBA Holding Group

Class starts when Kia rolls in!
Turn school runs into something cool

.

In-House Finance

v Buy now, pay in 2026!
v Free Full Insurance
——C//3| v Free Registration
v Free 2-years / 40,000 km. periodic lube Service (whichever comes first)

Terms and Conditions

v Final balloon payment to be setteld at the end of the term.”
v Minimum down |‘J.=|-,,frr'|1=-r"1‘ of 10% and maximum payment term of 48 months

artrment /aluation and approval.” s - “ = -
- 6)laillg whbuwd]) audn <Jl a4 )40

Shop with Offer valid until October 15,2025 AL ATTIYA MOTORS AND TRADING CO.

Confidence

i 16001
License number 2025 / 13334
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Reyada

MEDICAL CENTRE

2 OURSPECIALTIES Z

(
« Cardiology

« Internal Medicine

« Orthopedics

- Pediatrics

« Ophthalmology

« ENT

« Obstetrics & Gynecology
I\ « Dermatology

 Radiology
» Laboratory M

surgery
» Orthodontics
« Endodontics

o medical centre

=
=

» General Medicine
« Oral & Maxillofacial

» General Dentistry

yRST
LOOKING FOR A COPIER , PRINTER or PLOTTER

ZERO INVESTMENT 2q

JCI accredited

A}
& multi-speciality

BEMEFITS OF OUR LEASING PROGRAM
NO INITIAL INVESTMENT | SUPPORT TEAM 24/7

TEL: 44 76 5000, MOB. +974 7478 1810 | Email: westbay@astqatar.com

edicine

.9..!.le D..:LU.“ jbj.a For Appolntments

Reyada Medical Centre .44 457777
C-Ring Road, Doha (©5044 8899
A=gall, Gt \jJ-:I|2'AJ| el reyadamedicalcentrecom | mls@eeysdamedicalcentre com

Physiotherapy Opticals

NATA DE COCO \ / Authorized Diswibaton
@ READY TO DRINK JUICE ~ b _ & Maya interrational W L. Goror
e s e e A
[T MORE THAN 90 COUNTRICS SCLLING WORLDWIDE .1|.| ."'liﬁ ﬂumlmn:m b .. : i
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QAR
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HoTLINE , 800 7551
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Almana Motors Company W.L.L.

5 YEARS. | 5 vears..

2025

MODEL YEAR 100,000KM warranTY 100,000KM RoADSIDE ASSISTANCE

WHICHEVER COMES FIRST

OPENING
SAT. - THU

15 DOHA BRANCH

| OPENING HOURS AL KHOR BRANCH
AM - 9:00 PM | FRIDAY 4:00 PM - 9:00 PM

SAT. - THU. B:00 AM - 7:00 PM | FRIDAY CLOSED

O Ford Qatar ® ford.gatar © ford ga @ fordgatar € fordga © fordgtr

"Wehcle images are used for Hiustration purposes anly



8 ‘ Gulf Times
Tuesday, September 9, 2025

© | QATAR

VCUarts Qatar student Revives
Qatar’s Oral Traditions Through Art

final year show, Art & Design Now, held at M7 in

Msheireb, Art History student Fatima Al Moftah
brought the melodies of childhood to life through a
multi-sensory installation that captured the attention of
visitors and the wider community.

I n a groundbreaking presentation at VCUarts Qatar’s

F

Participating for the first time as a department in the
final year showcase, the Art History students at VCUarts
Qatar presented projects that were deeply rooted in
cultural preservation and storytelling. Among them,
Fatima Al Moftah’s project, Childhood Melodies, stood
out as a heartfelt tribute to Qatar’s intangible heritage.

Inspired by the often-overlooked oral traditions of
children’s songs passed down through generations in
Qatar and the Gulf, Fatima Al Moftah embarked on an
extensive research journey that combined ethnography
with visual art. “What initially inspired me was an
interest in intangible heritage,” Fatima explained.
“Especially those forms that are passed down by women
and children. It’s a space of memory, imagination, and
community that isn’t often formally recorded.”

Through intergenerational interviews and
fieldwork, Fatima uncovered how these melodies have
transformed over time—some persisting, others fading,
yet all holding a significant place in the region’s cultural
fabric. Her exploration evolved into a personal artistic
journey, where she chose oil painting as her medium to
evoke the emotional layers of these childhood songs.

The final installation featured four oil paintings
accompanied by bilingual lyric cards embedded with
QR codes, allowing visitors to listen to the melodies
as they engaged with the artwork. “Integrating audio
was essential—lI wanted people to hear the melodies,

FU AR

Childhood Melodies

-

to feel them as | had,” Fatima shared. “This multi-
sensory approach reflects the way these songs were
originally experienced—within homes, playgrounds,
and communities.”

One of the most rewarding moments for Fatima came
when visitors—young and old—recognized the songs
and began singing along, bridging generations through
shared memory. “Those moments of connection made
all the challenges worthwhile,” she recalled.

Fatima’s project not only resonated deeply with
audiences but also shaped her academic and
professional ambitions. She now envisions a future at
the intersection of ethnography, visual storytelling, and
curatorial practice, working to preserve and celebrate
community voices and intangible heritage.

Childhood Melodies stands as a testament to the
power of artin safeguarding cultural memory and marks
a significant milestone for the Art History program at
VCUarts Qatar in its commitment to nurturing research-
driven, socially impactful creative practices.

For more information, please contact:
VCUarts Qatar Communications Office:
vcugcomm@vcu.edu

-

-
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'MIE-SPPU launches BEd

programme in Qatar

IE-SPPU Institute of
Higher Education,
the Qatar campus of

Savitribai Phule Pune University
(SPPU), Pune, has announced
the launch of Bachelor of Edu-
cation (BEd) Degree Programme.

The two-year programme
marks a significant step in
bringing high-quality teacher
education to the region, ad-
dressing the growing demand
for qualified educators, a state-
ment said.

The BEd degree offered at its
Qatar campus is recognised by
the University Grants Commis-
sion, the National Council for
Teacher Education, New Delhi,
as well as the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Higher Education,
Qatar.

The programme has been de-
signed with the needs of work-
ing professionals in mind. De-
livered through a hybrid model,
it combines online learning with
face-to-face classes conducted
in the evenings and on Satur-
days.

The practicum requirement of
the curriculum can be fulfilled
by teaching in their own schools,
ensuring practical application

MIE-BEPU o &oadas

of learning without additional
burden.

“With a fee of only QR12,000
per year — a total of QR24,000
for the entire two years — and
the option to pay up to four in-
stalments, the university has
ensured that cost is not a barrier
to pursuing the programme,” it

was explained.
The curriculum, aligned with
India’s National Education

Policy, has been enriched with
several new modules to prepare
educators for the 21st-century
classroom. These include yoga
education, health and wellness,
digital learning, community en-
gagement, educational research
projects, drama and art in edu-

MIE-SPPU Institute of Higher Eduation

cation, and mentoring in educa-
tion.

Yasir Nainar, president MIE-
SPPU remarked: “Our vision is
to empower educators with the
knowledge, skills, and values
necessary to meet the evolv-
ing demands of education, both
locally and internationally. By
offering this programme at an
affordable cost and in a flexible
format, we hope to make teacher
education accessible to all those
who aspire to excel in the pro-
fession”

Admissions for the pro-
gramme are now open with only
50 seats and classes to begin at
the end of September, the state-
ment added.

J

QF to reveal sports, fitness offerings
atinaugural Back-to-School fair

Qatar Foundation (QF) will host its inaugural Back-
to-School Sports Fair on Sept 13, from 4-7pm at Awsaj
Recreation Center, giving community members the
opportunity to explore programmes, memberships, and
facilities across Education City - including a new addition
to its sporting scene.

More than 20 professional and community-based sports
and fitness providers will host booths, showcasing
inclusive programmes and demonstrations for all ages
and abilities. Offerings will include ladies-only fitness
sessions, family-friendly activities, and options tailored for
persons with disabilities. Those who attend will also have
the opportunity to explore Education City’s world-class
recreation venues, from Olympic-sized swimming pools
and multi-purpose halls to elite training gyms and learn
about daily and long-term access options. An Education
City booth will provide guidance on booking procedures,
passes and membership plans, activity schedules,
upcoming events, and venue accessibility.

The Back-to-School Sports Fair will also see the official

opening of QF’s newly upgraded Pitch No 4, a FIFA-
certified 9-a-side artificial turf facility designed to offer
enhanced durability and year-round playability for both
women’s and men’s teams. To mark the inauguration of
this facility, a friendly match between six teams from PSG
Academy Qatar’s Girls, from categories of U12 to U17, will
take place. “As we kick off the new academic year with
our newly launched Back-to-School Sports Fair, we are
once again emphasising our commitment to providing
the very best activities, facilities, and opportunities for our
entire community,” Kholoud M al-Ali, executive director
of Community Engagement and Programming, QF
Communication Initiatives.

Didier Domi, PSG Academy technical adviser and former
Paris Saint-Germain professional player, said: “At PSG
Academy, we believe football is a powerful tool to bring
communities together. Being part of Qatar Foundation’s
Back-to-School Sports Fair and giving our girls’ team the
chance to play on a world-class pitch, reflects our shared
commitment to education and opportunity.”
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International court postpones
hearing on Duterte crackdown

CRIME

Trial begins of woman
accused of killing children

DECISION

Sri Lanka rejects call for
foreign war crimes probe

INDUSTRIAL ACTION

Millions hit as Tube
train workers strike

The International Criminal Court yesterday postponed
“until further notice” a crimes against humanity
hearing concerning former Philippines president
Rodrigo Duterte, while judges weigh his fitness to take
part. Duterte was scheduled to appear at the ICC on
September 23 to hear the charges over his years-long
campaign against drug users and dealers that rights
groups say killed thousands. But the court decided to
adjourn the hearing until it could rule on a defence
motion that the 80-year-old was “not fit to stand trial”.
Duterte was arrested in Manila on March 11, flown to

the Netherlands that same night.

police.

New Zealand
fugitive father
killed in police
shootout

Reuters
Wellington

New Zealand father who
Ahad been on the run with

his three children for
nearly four years was shot dead
by police yesterday and the chil-
dren are all safe in custody, police
said.

Tom Phillips disappeared with
his children, now aged 9, 10, and
12, in late 2021 in a case that has
made national headlines over his
ability to evade arrest. A police
officer was shot several times
with a high-powered rifle and
seriously injured in the attempt
to arrest Phillips, New Zealand
police acting deputy commis-
sioner Jill Rogers said at a press
conference.

Police were alerted to arobbery
at a store in a small rural town in
the region of Waikato around
2.30am (1430GMT Sunday) and
laid spikes on the road to stop the
suspects - Phillips and one of his
children - were expected to take.

Phillips’ motorbike hit the
spikes and the first officer at the
scene was “confronted by gun-
fire at close range,” Rogers said.
“Our officer has been struck in
the head. He immediately fell to
the ground and took cover,” Rog-
ers said, adding that the injuries
were survivable. She said a sec-
ond police officer then arrived
and Phillips was shot, and de-

Trump tariffs
‘could cut 0.5%
off India’s GDP’

US President Donald Trump’s
50% tariffs on India could reduce
the country’s gross domestic
product by half a percent this
year, the nation’s chief economic
adviser V Anantha Nageswaran
told Bloomberg TV yesterday.
“Depending upon how long it
lasts even in this financial year, it
may translate into a GDP impact
of somewhere between 0.5%

to 0.6%,” he said. US President
Donald Trump, who is seeking

to broker an end to the Ukraine
conflict, has said India’s oil imports
are helping fund Moscow’s war
effort and last month doubled
tariffs on imports from India to
50%. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said last week the
world’s third-biggest oil importer
and consumer will continue

to buy Russian oil as it proves
economical. US-India two-way
goods trade totalled $129bn in
2024, with a $45.8bn US trade
deficit, according to US Census
Bureau data.

spite efforts to save him he died
at the scene. The body had not
been formally identified but po-
lice were confident it was Phil-
lips.

One of his children was with
him during the shooting and the
other two children were later
found at a campsite in dense bush.

“I can confirm that the chil-
dren are well and uninjured, and
they will be taken to a location
for medical checks,” Rogers said.
Phillips failed to attend a court
hearing in 2022 and had been
pursued by police ever since. He
evaded authorities by allegedly
hiding out in thick bush and re-
mote farmland in New Zealand’s
central North Island.

The children’s mother, known
only as Cat, said in a statement to
state-owned Radio New Zealand
that they were “dearly missed
every day for nearly four years,
and we are looking forward to
welcoming them home with love
and care”.

New Zealanders have struggled
to understand how Phillips man-
aged to evade capture for so long
in the remote area of the Waikato
region.

Before disappearing, Phillips
had lived in the small farming
community of Marokopa, near
the west coast, home to less than
100 people. Piopio, where the
robbery occurred, was roughly
an hour-and-a-half by road from
Marokopa.

The trial of a South Korean woman accused in New
Zealand of killing her children, stuffing their bodies in
suitcases and leaving them in a storage locker began
yesterday. The case caused widespread shock in New
Zealand when the bodies of Minu Jo, 6, and Yuna Jo,
8, were found in an abandoned storage locker by

an Auckland family in August 2022. Police believe
Hakyung Lee killed her children in June or July 2018,
a year after her husband’s death, and then returned
to South Korea. She was extradited from South Korea
in November 2022 at the request of the New Zealand

Fasa & &b

Sri Lanka’s new government yesterday rejected a call by
the United Nations for an international investigation into
alleged war crimes committed during its ethnic conflict
which claimed over 100,000 lives. Foreign Minister
Vijitha Herath told the Human Rights Council in Geneva
that his administration opposed the UN'’s “Accountability
Project”, which preserves evidence for possible future
prosecutions. “The government is opposed to any
external mechanism imposed on us, such as the Sri
Lanka Accountability Project, which serves to create
divisions and complicate the national reconciliation
process underway in Sri Lanka,” Herath said.

Demonstrators gather outside Nepal’s parlimnt during a protest in Kahandu yesterday.

Rush-hour commuters faced chaos yesterday as staff
on the London Underground train network staged a
five-day strike, shutting stations and forcing people
to work from home or use alternative modes of
transport. Transport for London (TfL), which manages
the Underground, also known as the Tube, warned
there would be little or no service between Monday
and Thursday. Lauren, 53, a construction sector
admin worker, said she was having to walk a couple
of kilometres to work in central London. “It’s a real
inconvenience. I'm not sympathetic (to train drivers).
They should get back to work,” she said.

19 dead in Nepal protest over
social media ban, corruption

Reuters
Kathmandu

t least 19 people died yes-
Aterday in Nepal’s worst

unrest in decades, author-
ities said, as police in the capital
fired tear gas and rubber bullets
at protesters trying to storm par-
liament in anger at a social media
shutdown and corruption.

Some of the protesters, most
of them young, forced their way
into the parliament complex in
Kathmandu by breaking through
a barricade, a local official said,
setting fire to an ambulance and
hurling objects at lines of riot po-
lice guarding the legislature.

“The police have been firing
indiscriminately,” one protester
told the ANInews agency. “(They)

fired bullets which missed me but
hit a friend who was standing be-
hind me. He was hit in the hand”
More than 100 people includ-
ing 28 police personnel were re-
ceiving medical treatment for
their injuries, police officer Shek-
har Khanal said. Protesters were
ferrying the injured to hospital on
motorcycles. A government deci-
sion last week to block access to
several social media platforms,
including Meta Platforms’ Face-
book, has fuelled anger among
the young. About 90% of Nepal’s
30mn people use the Internet.
Officials said they imposed the
ban because platforms had failed
to register with authorities in a
crackdown on misuse, including
false social media accounts used
to spread hate speech and fake
news, and commit fraud. Two of

Britain’s Catherine, Princess of Wales and Prince William, Prince of Wales, are welcomed by members
during a visit to the National Federation of Women'’s Institute in Sunningdale, west of London, yesterday to
commemorate the three-year anniversary of the death of William’s late grandmother Queen Elizabeth II.

the 19 people were killed when
protests in the eastern city of Ita-
hari turned violent, police said.

Home Minister Ramesh Le-
khak resigned from the govern-
ment after taking “moral re-
sponsibility” for the violence,
another government minister,
who requested anonymity be-
cause he was not authorised to
speak with the media, said.

Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli
called an emergency cabinet meet-
ing to discuss the unrest, which
erupted after thousands of young
people, including many wearing
their school or college uniforms,
took to the streets earlier yesterday.

Many carried flags and placards
with slogans such as “Shut down
corruption and not social media,”
“Unban social media,” and “Youths
against corruption” as they

marched through Kathmandu.

Police had orders to use water
cannons, batons and rubber bul-
lets to control the crowd and the
army was deployed in the parlia-
ment area to bolster law enforce-
ment officers, Muktiram Rijal, a
spokesperson for the Kathmandu
district office, said.

Violence abated later in the
evening although protesters re-
mained in the area outside parlia-
ment. Police said similar protests
were also held in Biratnagar and
Bharatpur in the southern plains
and in Pokhara in western Nepal.

Many people in Nepal think
corruption is rampant, and the
Oli government has been criti-
cised by opponents for failing to
deliver on its promises to tackle
graft or make progress to address
longstanding economic issues.

Prince William, Harry pay
tributes to late queen

Reuters
London

rince William and his wife
PKate yesterday led royal

tributes to mark the third
anniversary of the death of Queen
Elizabeth, as his brother Prince
Harry flew into Britain and also
paid respects to his grandmother
at her final resting place.

Elizabeth, Britain’s longest-
reigning monarch, died aged 96
on September 8, 2022, at Balmoral
Castle, her Scottish summer re-
treat, after a 70-year reign.

To commemorate the late
queen’s passing, heir to the throne
William and Kate visited the local
branch of the Women’s Institute
(WI) near their home in Windsor,
an organisation close to the late
queen’s heart.

She had been a WI member
for 80 years, and president of the

branch near her Sandringham
home in eastern England from
2003 until her death.

Meanwhile, shortly after ar-
riving from his home in Califor-
nia, William’s younger brother
Harry visited St George’s Chapel
in Windsor Castle, less than 16km
away, to lay flowers where the late
queen was laid to rest alongside
her husband Prince Philip.

Despite their proximity, Harry,
who is estranged from his family
after their high-profile fallout, is
not expected to see William dur-
ing his visit to Britain this week,
although there is speculation
he might meet his father King
Charles for the first time in 20
months.

Charles himself is currently
staying at Balmoral with his wife
Queen Camilla, and had no plans
to publicly mark the occasion,
which is also the anniversary of his
accession to the throne.

‘Mushroom murderer’ sentenced to life in prison

AFP
Melbourne

n Australian woman who
Arnurdered three people with

toxic mushrooms was yes-
terday sentenced to life in prison
with parole after 33 years, capping
a trial that sparked a global media
frenzy.

Patterson, 50, was convicted in
July of triple murder for serving a
poisonous meal to her estranged
husband’s parents, aunt and uncle
during a sumptuous beef Welling -
ton lunch at her home in 2023.

Her trial drew podcasters, film
crews and true crime fans to a

courthouse in the rural town of
Morwell, a sedate hamlet in Vic-
toria better known for its prize-
winning roses.

Audiences from New York to
New Delhi followed every twist
of what many now simply call the
“mushroom murders”

The motive of the murders re-
mains a mystery.

Patterson was sentenced yester-
day morning in Melbourne, where
Supreme Court Justice Christo-
pher Beale said she had inflicted
“trauma” on her victims and their
families.

“Your failure to exhibit any re-
morse pours salt into all the vic-
tims’ wounds,” he said.

“The gravity of your offend-
ing warrants the imposition of
the maximum penalties for your
crimes,” he said.

Beale sentenced Patterson to life
in prison but said she would be eli-
gible for parole after 33 years, when
she will be 83 years old.

Patterson showed little emotion
during her sentencing and closed
her eyes for parts of it, national
broadcaster ABC said.

She also glared at reporters in-
side the courtroom when Beale
said she would remain a notorious
prisoner due to the intense media
coverage of the case.

Her legal team had argued she
should be given the chance of re-

lease after 30 years because the
notoriety of her case would mean
she will spend most of her prison
sentence in isolation.

She now has 28 days to appeal
her convictions and sentence.

The Sydney Morning Herald re-
ported that Patterson wore a pais-
ley shirt as the sentence was read
out, with her hair tied back.

Speaking after the sentence was
handed down, Pastor Ian Wilkin-
son - the only guest to survive the
toxic mushroom lunch - thanked
those who had supported the fam-
ily in the aftermath of the murders.

“1'd like to encourage everybody
to be kind to each other” he said.
“Please respect our privacy as we

continue to grieve and heal”

In July, a 12-person jury found
Patterson guilty of murdering her
husband Simon’s parents, Don and
Gail Patterson, as well as his aunt
Heather Wilkinson, at her home in
Leongatha, in the state of Victoria.

She was also found guilty of at-
tempting to murder Ian, Heather’s
husband.

Simon had also been invited to
the fateful lunch, but pulled out on
the eve of the meal, texting his es-
tranged wife that he felt “uncom-
fortable” attending.

At the time, Patterson’s rela-
tionship with Simon had turned
sour.

The pair - long estranged but

still legally married - were fighting
over Simon’s child support contri-
butions.

Throughout a trial lasting more
than two months, Patterson main-
tained the beef-and-pastry dish
was accidentally poisoned with
death cap mushrooms, the world’s
most lethal fungus.

Death caps are easily mistaken
for other edible varieties and re-
portedly possess a sweet taste that
belies their potent toxicity.

Friends and family of the victims
last month told a court of the dev-
astating impact of the crime.

Survivor Ian Wilkinson said at
the time that he felt only “half
alive” without his wife.
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Merz’s economic
promises suffer
reality check

Propelled by a €500bn spending surge and with a clutch of reforms in
hand, German Chancellor Friedrich Merz took office in May promising to
deliver on a pledge that his predecessors failed to keep: reviving growth
in Europe’s largest economy.

But while it was clear that the spending would take time to benefit
the economy, there is a growing sense among economists, investors
and business groups that the promised reforms are slower and less far-
reaching than initially expected.

“If the government wants to increase the underlying potential growth
rate durably and notably, it needs to implement much more ambitious
structural reforms,’ said Salomon Fiedler, economist at Berenberg, citing
the need to address issues such as an inefficient energy sector, high taxes
and regulation. Ordinary voters are unhappy too: A Forsa poll showed
recently that 61% of Germans expect economic conditions in Germany
to deteriorate in the coming years, up from 50% in May.

Failure to deliver on economic pledges could deepen public frustration
and feed perceptions of ineffectiveness - creating fertile ground for the
far-right AfD party, which has begun to top some national polls. The
reform urgency was underlined in August as German unemployment hit
three million for the first time in a decade.

One reason for the limited progress may be the reality of coalition.
While arch-conservative Merz has long-championed a pro-business
agenda, his partners the centre-left Social Democrats (SPD) are more
hesitant about reforms that could weaken workers’ rights.

Critics say SPD Labour Minister Baerbel Bas’ launch of a commission
to propose changes to jobless benefits and work incentives by year-end -
to be followed by months of parliament debates - is just too slow.

“The government must not hide
behind commissions and keep
postponing, dragging out and watering
down necessary decisions,” said Rainer
Dulger, head of the BDA employers’
association.

Alongside the headline-grabbing
‘fiscal bazooka’ to fund infrastructure
spending, Merz’s coalition government
promised lower energy prices, tax cuts
for businesses and middle- and lower-
income households, and scrapping a
disputed law requiring businesses to do

due diligence on their entire supply chain. But delivery is falling short,
fuelling impatience. Last Wednesday, the cabinet approved changes to
the supply chain law - criticised as costly and bureaucratic - instead of
scrapping it as pledged. Similarly, budget constraints mean power-grid
fees will be cut by less than promised, and the electricity tax will be
lowered for specific sectors but not all consumers.

“By breaking its promise to cut electricity taxes for everyone,
the German government is squandering the trust of retailers and
consumers,’ the HDE trade association said.

Ironically, since the new government took office, one measure of
German business sentiment has trended up, reaching a 15-month high in
August although still well below its historical average.

Yet analysts point out it is being buoyed by the component of the
index built around hopes for the future, while the reading on current
conditions actually worsened.

“This fits with the view that it will take some more time for the
economic rebound to get under way;’ said Berenberg’s Fiedler, noting
that new government spending will not get going before the end of this
year and then ramp up from 2026. Economists welcome the €500bn
infrastructure fund and an “investment booster” approved in June - a
package of measures such as better depreciation options for companies -
plus extra defence spending and a planned cut in corporation tax.

But overall, only a quarter of 170 economists surveyed by Ifo gave the
government’s economic measures a positive rating, with 42% of them
outright negative, criticising the lack of a plan to address deep-rooted
issues like rising pension costs. A summer run of weak data has given a
sobering view of the government’s progress. The economy contracted
in the second quarter, further dimming expectations of a sustained
recovery, and exporters must now face the impact of new US tariffs.

Industrial output fell in June to its lowest since 2020 amid weak
foreign demand and rising Chinese competition. An EY study shows
Germany has lost 245,500 industrial jobs since 2019.

German investor morale also fell more than expected in August, amid
widespread disappointment with the European Union-US trade deal.

The fact that Merz’s coalition has at least been able to pass budgets
for this year and next is a sign that his conservatives can work with the
Social Democrats to get policies over the line, said Franziska Palmas,
senior Europe economist at Capital Economics.

“But it still remains to be seen whether quick reform will be a priority
in practice,’ she said.

A string of rows on other issues ranging from tax and welfare reform
toreinstating mandatory military service has convinced some that Merz,
like his predecessor Olaf Scholz, will struggle to produce substantial
reforms. - Reuters
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As Trump chills US-India ties,
Modi warms to China, Russia

By Trevor Hunnicutt, David
Brunnstrom and Matt Spetalnick
Washington

mages last week of Indian

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi holding hands with

Russian President Vladimir
Putin at a summit hosted by
Chinese President Xi Jinping
seemed to confirm what many
experts have already concluded —
the US has stumbled in its effort
to draw India into its diplomatic
orbit.

Successive US presidential
administrations have sought
to cultivate the historically
non-aligned India as a strategic
counterweight to China and
Russia. But as the images of
Modi in Tianjin underlined, US
President Donald Trump appears
for now to have undercut that goal
with a series of actions. These
have included piling 50% tariffs
on Indian goods and publicly
browbeating New Delhi over what
his administration sees as its
opportunistic purchases of cheap
Russian oil. The souring of the
India relationship comes even as
US adversaries China, Russia and
North Korea have tightened their
ties, despite Trump’s desire to
reset relations with each of them.
Last Wednesday, the leaders of
the three countries appeared
together in public for the first
time at an event to mark the end
of World War Two. And Modi, in
a signal to Trump, is showing a
willingness to boost rather than
reduce ties with Moscow — and to
look past his suspicions of Beijing.
“I fear we are locked into a

long downward spiral because
neither leader is willing to pursue
the personal outreach necessary
to repair the relationship,” said
Ashley Tellis, who served in
the White House of Republican
President George W Bush and is
now at the Carnegie Endowment

for International Peace think tank.

“The problem now is Trump’s
deepening grievances against
India;” Tellis said. “He may
change his mind down the road,
but presently the imperative of
securing a trade deal with China
trumps all other geopolitical
considerations.”

Indian officials have been
rankled by having their trade
proposals rejected and their
arch-rival Pakistan honoured
by Trump, slights compounded
by the US president claiming
credit for resolving decades-long
tensions between the South Asian
neighbours, which India regards
as a bilateral affair. T

anvi Madan, an India specialist
at the Brookings Institution, said
US criticism of Modi’s meetings
with Xi and Putin struck Indians
as odd just weeks after Trump
rolled out the red carpet for the
Russian leader and given the US
president’s own plans to meet
with Xi.

“That criticism and pressure
on Indiaisn’t going to sway India
from seeking strategic autonomy;
it is going to reinforce that
instinct,” she said.

White House spokeswoman
Anna Kelly said Trump’s foreign
policy record “is unparalleled
because of his uncanny ability to
look anyone in the eye and deliver
better deals for the American
people,” including brokering an
India-Pakistan ceasefire.

“President Trump and Prime
Minister Modi have a respectful
relationship, and teams from
both the United States and India
remain in close communication
on the full range of diplomatic,
defence and commercial priorities
in our strategic partnership,”’ she
said.

India’s foreign ministry did
not respond when asked for
comment.

An Indian official, speaking
on condition of anonymity, said

the Trump administration’s
narrative on India, including
recent comments by Trump’s
advisers, was unjustified but Delhi
continues to engage with it. The
official said the thaw with China
has been happening since October
and is not targeted at the US.

Modi’s improving relations
with Xi are especially striking
given long-standing Sino-Indian
tensions and sometimes outright
hostility, including a military
clash on their disputed border
in 2020. His trip to China was
his first in seven years. Trump’s
recent attacks have thrown
assumptions of a mutually
beneficial US partnership
with India into the air, with
his “America First” approach
often hitting Washington'’s
major partners and allies harder
than its traditional geopolitical
adversaries.

“We get along with India
very well, but India, you have to
understand, for many years it was
a one-sided relationship,” Trump
told reporters last Tuesday,
reprising a theme he has raised
multiple times in recent weeks.
China, India and Russia are all
original members of the Brics, a
group Trump has dubbed “anti-
American” Another Brics nation,
Brazil, which like India has been
an important US partner, has also
been targeted by Trump, facing
stiff tariffs and accusations that it
is pursuing a “witch hunt” against
his far-right ally, former president
Jair Bolsonaro.

Referring to the images of
solidarity in Beijing, White House
trade adviser Peter Navarro last
Monday called it “a shame to see
Modi getting cosy as the leader
of the biggest democracy in
the world, with the two biggest
authoritarians in the world.”

Trump’s advisers say the shift
in tone is not intended as a pivot
away from India, but to speak
frankly with a partner.

Trump courted Delhi during his
first term, hosting a joint “Howdy
Modi” rally in Texas in 2019, and
revived the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue, or Quad, that also
includes Japan and Australia.

Modi quickly sought to rekindle
ties after Trump’s November
election victory, calling to
congratulate him within hours,
dispatching his foreign minister
to sit in a prime seat at the
inauguration and launching an
account on the Trump-backed
Truth Social platform — though
he hasn’t used it since July. But
Trump quickly took aim at the
trade imbalance and immigration
issues. When Modi visited
Washington in February, trade
was firmly the focus and they
agreed to work toward a limited
trade deal by fall 2025, to expand
bilateral trade to $500bn by 2030,
while India pledged to boost US
energy purchases.

India has been expected to host
a November Quad summit, with
amore explicit focus on security
vis-a-vis China than previously.
But Trump has yet to schedule a
trip there, according to a person
familiar with the issue. Doubts
about the meeting have come
as Trump has set his sightson a
major tariff deal with China ahead
of a November deadline.

“For now, in Trump’s
worldview, there’s no great power
competition that requires the
Quad,” said Tellis.

Fixing the US-India
relationship may require more
effort than it took to break it.

“India is a clear example of
a country that for historical,
political and economic reasons
won’t simply bow down to
Trump,’ said Brett Bruen,
who served as a foreign policy
adviser to former President
Barack Obama and is now head
of the Global Situation Room
consultancy. “They’ve got other
options.”” — Reuters

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi attend a meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Co-operation
Organisation summit in Tianjin, China, last week. (Reuters)
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Rules of war ‘being shredded’ worldwide, UN rights chief warns

AFP
Geneva

that international law and the rules
of war - the foundation of peace and
global order - are being ripped up.

In his opening address to the United
Nations Human Rights Council’s 60th
session, Volker Turk warned that “dis-
turbing trends that undercut our rights
are gaining ground across the world”.

He condemned a “troubling erosion of
international law”, warning that “around
the world, the long-established rules of war
are being shredded, with virtually no ac-
countability”

The UNhumanrights chiefhas warned

He pointed to a blatant disregard for
international law in conflicts, including
Russia’s war in Ukraine, the civil war in
Sudan and the devastating war Israel is
waging on Gaza.

Turk also voiced alarm at a broader
“glorification of violence”.

Speaking just days after China hosted
a massive military parade and after US
President Donald Trump ordered the De-
partment of Defence to be renamed the
Department of War, Turk lamented that
“pro-war propaganda is everywhere,
from military parades to ramped up rhet-
oric”.

“Sadly, there are no Peace parades or
Ministries of Peace,” he said.

The UNrights chief stressed that inter-

national law is “the foundation of peace,
our global order, and our daily lives, from
trade rules to the global Internet, to our
fundamental rights”

“But several governments are disre-
garding, disrespecting and disengaging
from it,” he said, cautioning that “when
states ignore violations of the law, they
become normalised”.

Without naming countries, Turk also
warned that “some states are becom-
ing an extension of their ruler’s personal
power”.

At the same time, he condemned “the
retreat by some states from multilateral
frameworks, institutions and interna-
tional agreements”.

Turk highlighted, among other things,

sanctions imposed by Washington on
judges and prosecutors of the Interna-
tional Criminal Court and Russia’s issu-
ing of arrest warrants against them - as
well as US sanctions on the UN special
rapporteur on the rights situation in the
Occupied Palestinian Territories.

And he described the US decision to
withdraw from the Paris climate accord
and from several UN bodies, including the
rights council, as “deeply regrettable”.

“Gradually, the web of global and re-
gional co-operation, carefully crafted
over decades for the common good, is be-
ing weakened,” he warned. “We cannot
return to the outdated thinking and ap-
proaches that led to two World Wars and
the Holocaust”

US appeals
courtrejects
states’ lawsuit
over Trump
mass firings

federal appeals court
Ahas ruled that 19 mostly

Democrat-led states and
Washington, DC, cannot pursue a
legal challenge to the mass firings
of 25,000 recently hired federal
workers carried out by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s administra-
tion.

The Richmond, Virginia-based
4th US Circuit Court of Appeals in
a 2-1 ruling said the states lacked
legal standing to sue because they
could not demonstrate that they
would be harmed directly by the
mass termination of probationary
federal employees in February.

The ruling marked the Trump
administration’s latest court vic-
tory in its efforts to shrink the size
of the federal workforce, including
by cutting probationary employ-
ees.

They typically have less than
a year of service in their current
roles, though some are longtime
federal workers in new jobs.

A federal judge in Baltimore had
initially ordered 18 federal agen-
cies to reinstate more than 24,000
probationary workers nation-
wide before narrowing his ruling
to those who live and work in the
states that had sued.

The 4th Circuit panel in April
paused that decision, allowing
the workers to be terminated, and
yesterday overturned the injunc-
tion.

The states alleged the adminis-
tration violated a federal law re-
quiring agencies to give state and
local governments 60 days’ notice
before implementing mass layoffs,
which would trigger a flood of un-
employment claims. — Reuters

Norway votesin
tight election

orwegians voted yesterday
Nin an election where US

President Donald Trump’s
tariffs and the war in Ukraine
could give a boost to the govern-
ment led by Labour Prime Minis-
ter Jonas Gahr Store.

Veteran Store has a slight lead
in opinion polls, and analysts
said geopolitical uncertainties
could push voters to back the
perceived stability of a sitting
government.

Much of the campaigning how-
ever has focused on domestic is-
sues including the cost of living,
healthcare, inequality, education

French premier is ousted

!" +

AFP/Reuters
Paris

rance’s parliament has
Fousted the government of

Prime Minister Francois
Bayrou after just nine months
in office, leaving President Em-
manuel Macron scrambling to
find a successor and plunging
the country into a new political
crisis.

Bayrou, who has been in the
job for just nine months, had
blindsided even his allies by
calling a confidence vote to end
a lengthy standoff over his aus-
terity budget, which foresees al-
most €44bn ($52bn) of cost sav-
ings to reduce France’s debt pile.

Bayrou, the first premier in the
history of modern France to be
ousted in a confidence vote rath-
er than a no-confidence vote,
will submit his resignation this
morning, according to a person
close to him who asked not to be
named.

In the vote in the National As-
sembly, 364 deputies voted that
they had no confidence in the
government while just 194 gave
it their confidence.

“In line with article 50 of the
constitution, the prime minister
must submit the resignation of
his government,” said speaker
Yael Braun-Pivet.

Bayrou s the sixth prime min-
ister under Macron since his
2017 election but the fifth since
2022.

Bayrou’s ousting leaves the
French head of state with a new
domestic headache at a time
when he is leading diplomatic
efforts on the Ukraine war.

However, defending his deci-
sion to call the high-risk confi-
dence vote, Bayrou told the Na-
tional Assembly: “The biggest
risk was not to take one, to let
things continue without any-
thing changing... and have busi-
ness as usual”

Describing the debt pile as
“life-threatening” for France,
Bayrou said his government had
put forward a plan so that the
country could “in a few years’

Romaman teachers take

Bayrou delivering his general
policy speech on the budget
issue before the debate and
confidence vote at the National
Assembly in Paris. - Reuters

time escape the inexorable tide
of debt that is submerging it”.

“You have the power to over-
throw the government” but not
“to erase reality”, Bayrou told the
MPs in a doomed final bid to save
his government before the vote.

Macron now faces one of the
most critical decisions of his
presidency - appoint a seventh
prime minister to try to thrash
out a compromise, or call snap
elections in a bid to have a more
accommodating parliament.

The next government’s most
pressing task will be to pass a
budget, the same challenge Bay-
rou faced when he took office.

Securing the backing of a
very divided parliament will be
equally hard.

There is no guarantee that
an election would result in any
improvement in the fortunes of
Macron’s centre-right bloc in
parliament.

And although the Socialist
Party (PS) has expressed readi-
ness to lead a new government,
it is far from clear whether such
an administration could survive.

Heavyweight right-wing cab-
inet ministers, such as Justice
Minister Gerald Darmanin, are
trusted by Macron but risk being
voted out by the left.

According to a poll by Odoxa-

A protester stands next to a banner which reads ‘Bye Bayrou’ during
a ‘Bayrou’s farewell party’ protest in front of the city hall in Nantes,
after French Prime Minister Bayrou lost a confidence vote at the
National Assembly. - Reuters

Backbone for Le Figaro newspa-
per, 64% of the French want Ma-
cron to resign rather than name
a new prime minister, a move he
has ruled out.

He is forbidden from standing
for a third term in 2027.

Around 77% of people do not
approve of his work, Macron’s
worst-ever such rating, accord-
ing to an Ifop poll for the Ouest-
France daily.

Alongside political upheaval,
France is also facing social ten-
sions.

A left-wing collective named
“Block Everything” is calling for
a day of action tomorrow, and
trade unions have urged workers
to strike on September 18.

The 2027 presidential elec-
tion meanwhile remains wide
open, with analysts predicting
the French far-right will have its
best-ever chance of winning.

Three-time presidential can-
didate for the National Rally
(RN) Marine Le Pen suffered a
blow in March when a French
court convicted her and other
party officials over an EU parlia-
ment fake jobs scam.

Le Pen was sentenced to four
years’ imprisonment, two of
which were suspended, and a
fine of €100,000 ($117,000).

The ruling also banned her

from standing for office for five
years, which would scupper her
ambition of taking part in the
2027 vote unless overturned on
appeal.

However, a Paris court said
yesterday that her appeal would
be heard from January 13 to Feb-
ruary 12, 2026, well before the
election - potentially resurrect -
ing her presidential hopes.

Cheered by her MPs, Le Pen
urged Macron to call snap leg-
islative elections, saying that
holding the polls is “not an op-
tion but an obligation” and de-
scribing Bayrou’s administration
as a “phantom government”.

France’s EU peers will be
watching closely.

France holds the highest defi-
cit as a percentage of GDP in the
eurozone - the bloc using the
EU’s single currency.

It pays more to service its debt
than Spain and spreads against
benchmark German 10-year
bonds are at their highest level in
four months.

A lengthy period of political
and fiscal uncertainty risks un-
dermining Macron’s influence
in Europe at a time when the
United States is talking tough
on trade and security, and war
is raging in Ukraine on Europe’s
eastern flank.

WHO asks
Talibanto
lift curbs
on female
aid workers

he World Health Organi-
Tsation (WHO) has asked

Taliban authorities to lift
restrictions on Afghan female aid
workers, allowing them to travel
without male guardians and help
women struggling to access care
after a powerful earthquake killed
2,200 people in eastern Afghani-
stan.

“A very big issue now is the in-
creasing paucity of female staff
in these places,” Dr Mukta Shar-
ma, the deputy representative of
WHOQ'’s Afghanistan office, told
Reuters.

She estimated around 90%
of medical staff in the area were
male, and the remaining 10% were
often midwives and nurses, rather
than doctors, who could treat se-
vere wounds.

This was hampering care as
women were uncomfortable or
afraid to interact with male staff
and travel alone to receive care.

The September 1 magnitude 6
quake and its aftershocks injured
more than 3,600 people and left
thousands homeless in a country
already dealing with severe aid
cuts and a slew of humanitarian
crises since the Taliban took over
in 2021 as foreign forces left.

The Afghan health ministry and
a spokesperson for the Taliban ad-
ministration did not immediately
respond to arequest for comment.

Sharma noted the growing
shortage of Afghan female doctors
as the Taliban have barred female
students from high school and
university, meaning a pipeline of
women doctors was not being re-
plenished. - Reuters

Police arrest
260 at protest
over IS attack

olice arrested 260 people
Pand deployed tear gas in

Pakistan’s poorest province
during a strike yesterday, as pro-
testers demanded accountability
over a suicide attack claimed by
the Islamic State (IS).

Businesses shut and demon-
strators took to the streets across
more than a dozen cities in Balo-
chistaninresponse to a September
2 bombing at a political rally that
killed 15 people.

In Quetta, police arrested pro-
testers blocking a road and fired
tear gas to disperse them.

“The government has already
warned the protesters that al-
though they have their democratic
right to protest peaceful, they
have no right to force people to be
off the roads or disrupt the vehicle
traffic and force the people to close
their businesses,” senior police
superintendent Muhammad Ba-
loch told AFP.

By evening, Baloch said police
had arrested 260 people.— AFP

streets against school restructuring

Reuters/AFP
Bucharest

tors shouted “Romania, wake up!” and “Down
with the government!” as they marched through

the capital on the first day of the new school year.

“They started these austerity measures exact-

and the possibility of abolishing a
wealth tax, which has divided the
two main camps.

With the political landscape
fragmented, the outcome will de-
pend on whether all nine major

ly with those they shouldn’t have,” school coun-
sellor Simona Urluescu, 50, told AFP in front of
the main government offices, accusing the coun-
try’s leaders of “lack of respect” for teachers and
students.

Some held banners reading “Higher teaching

in the capital Bucharest and classes were

suspended across the country at the start
of the school year yesterday in protest against
the restructuring of schools and an increase in
weekly teaching hours.

Thousands of Romanian teachers marched

parties will clear the four-percent
threshold required to guarantee
representation in parliament.

An average of September polls
has the Labour Party and its al-
lies securing 88 of the 169 seats in
Norway’s parliament, the Stort-
ing, according to the pollofpolls
website. - AFP

Maduro deploys
25,000 troops to
country’sborders

enezuelan President Nico-

s ; las Maduro said he had de-

ployed 25,000 troops along

the Caribbean coast and the bor-

der with Colombia amid soaring

tensions with US President Don-
ald Trump.

In a message on Sunday night
on social media, Maduro said he
had deployed 25,000 men and
women from our glorious Na-
tional Bolivarian Armed Forces”
to the frontier with Colombia and
the northeast coast, where the
country’s biggest oil refineries are
situated.

The deployment aimed to en-
sure “the defence of national
sovereignty, the security of the
country and the fight for peace’,
he added. - AFP

Thousands of teachers march in Bucharest against educati_on system cuts on
the first day of school. - Reuters

Romania’s broad coalition government is
facing a public sector backlash and strong op-
position to spending cuts as it tries to lower the
European Union’s highest budget deficit and
unlock billions of euros worth of recovery funds
from Brussels.

Since taking power in late June it has hiked
taxes and cut spending, including in education,
where it has increased average weekly teaching
hours to 20 from 18 without raising pay.

The cabinet has also increased the maximum
number of pupils per classroom, merged small
schools and cut scholarships.

Yesterday crowds of teachers and students,
whom police in the street estimated to number
more than 10,000, marched in Bucharest, de-
manding the resignation of the education minis-
ter and the cancellation of the measures.

Blowing vuvuzelas and whistles, demonstra-

quota hurts the school” and “Education is in-
vestment”.

“All these measures save very little money,”’
said Mihai, a Bucharest high school history
teacher who declined to give his family name.
“Maybe cuts in the education system are not bad,
but only when they come with actual reform.”

Classes were not affected by the protest but
many of the usual first-day festivities were
scrapped.

Education Minister Daniel David told local TV
it was unrealistic to expect the measures would
be cancelled.

Prime Minister Ilie Bolojan’s government is
also making cuts in healthcare, state-owned
firms, regulators, and public administration,
arguing that the burden of slashing the budget
deficit cannot depend solely on tax hikes and the
private sector.

Ariana Grande and Lady Gaga land top MTV honours

AFP/Reuters
New York

riana Grande won the MTV Video

AMusic Awards’ top honour on Sun-

day, taking home Video of the Year

for Brighter Days Ahead, which also claimed

Best Pop Song at the ceremony near New
York City.

Visibly emotional while accepting the

evening’s most prestigious award, the
32-year-old singer-songwriter and actor
delivered an extended thank you to her fans,
whom she described as “fiercely loving and
supportive”

Lady Gaga emerged as another major
winner, beating out industry heavyweights
including Bad Bunny, Kendrick Lamar, Tay-
lor Swift and The Weeknd for the top artist
honour.

The 39-year-old interrupted her concert

series to accept the Artist of the Year award
on stage and also won Best Collaboration
with Bruno Mars for Die with a Smile.

Rose, who is pursuing a solo career after
rising to fame with K-pop group Blackpink,
received Song of the Year for APT, also co-
written with Bruno Mars.

Sabrina Carpenter won Best Album of
the Year for Short n’ Sweet.

The evening featured a nostalgic aesthetic
with performances by veteran artists includ-

ing Mariah Carey, Busta Rhymes and Ricky
Martin, while newer performers like Doja Cat
and Tate McRae incorporated choreography
heavily borrowed from the 1980s and 1990s.

Carey received a lifetime achievement
award and talked about the fun of making
music videos.

Videos are “mini movies visualising the
sheer fantasy of it all” she said. “And some-
times it’s just an excuse to bring the drama
and do things I wouldn’t do in real life”
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Qatar BoatShow 2025
partners announced

he second edition of the Qatar

I Boat Show (QBS), under the pa-

tronage of HE the Prime Minister

and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh

Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim

al-Thani, will take place at Old Doha
Port on November 5-8.

The signing ceremony with the part-

ners took place during a press conference
yesterday at The Terminal, Old Doha Port,
with the organisers reaffirming the event’s
role in positioning Qatar as a global hub for
maritime luxury, innovation, and trade.
“From its very first edition, the Qatar
Boat Show made history, becoming one
of the largest luxury marine showcases

in the Middle East,” said engineer Mo-
hamed Abdulla al-Mulla, chairman of
the QBS 2025 organising committee and
chief executive of Old Doha Port.

“Last year, the inaugural edition
proved to be a remarkable success as
we welcomed 495 leading international
brands, showcased over 100 yachts and

marine vessels, and unveiled 20 world
premieres and 22 debuts in Qatar,” he
said. “With more than 23,500 visitors
from 90 countries, the event firmly po-
sitioned Qatar as a destination for mari-
time excellence.”

This year’s line-up includes the Min-
istry of Transport as strategic partner,
the Ministry of Commerce and Indus-
try as supporting partner, Visit Qatar
as destination partner, Mwani Qatar as
platinum sponsor, QTerminals as gold
sponsor, and Al Kass Sports Channel as
strategic media partner.

Ooredoo joins as the exclusive tel-
ecom sponsor, the Qatar Free Zone as the
bronze sponsor, and Qetaifan Projects as
real estate and hospitality partner.

Falcon Gold and Precious Metals will
be present as the official VIP lounge
sponsor, Mjhar as the news partner,
and Mowasalat (Karwa) as the transport
partner.

Visitors to the Qatar Boat Show 2025
can expect an expanded showcase fea-
turing some of the world’s most prestig-
ious yacht builders, innovative marine
technologies, lifestyle experiences, and a
line-up of launches and premieres.

With Old Doha Port’s transformation
into a modern maritime destination,
blending world-class marina facilities
with a historic waterfront setting, the
event will once again serve as a platform
for business, networking, and cultural
exchange.

Agriculture Affairs Department honours distinguished engineers

The Agricultural Affairs Department at the Ministry of Municipality honoured a group of its distinguished agriculture engineers yesterday as part of the celebration of Arab Agricultural Engineer Day, which falls on
September 9. During the ceremony, Agricultural Affairs Department director Yousef Khalid al-Khelaifi presented certificates of appreciation to the engineers in recognition of their dedication, outstanding efforts in
performing their duties, and notable contributions to advancing agricultural work and strengthening the food security system in the country. The ceremony was attended by the department’s assistant director, Adel
al-Yafei, alongside section heads, a number of engineers, and employees.

S’hail 2025 to kick off tomorrow

he 9th Katara Internation-

I al Hunting and Falcons Ex-

hibition - S’hail 2025 - is

set to kick off tomorrow at Katara
Cultural Village.

The event, which runs through
September 14, will welcome par-
ticipation from over 200 compa-
nies and specialised entities rep-
resenting 17 countries.

The growing international in-
terest underscores the event’s
stature as one of the world’s
leading showecases in the fields of
hunting, falconry, camping, and

Sheikh Faisal’s newbook
Hunting Memories launched

1 Faisal Global Foundation
Afor Culture and Knowledge

and Al Faisal Publishing
House have launched a new book
titled Hunting Memories: From a
Necessity of Life to a Hobby’s De-
light by HE Sheikh Faisal bin Qas-
sim al-Thani.

The book will be released on
the sidelines of the 9th Katara In-
ternational Hunting and Falcons
Exhibition (S’hail 2025), organ-
ised by Katara Cultural Village on
September 10-14.

The 446-page volume is divided
into eight chapters brimming with
real-life stories and vivid recollec-
tions.

It includes a rich archive of
photographs that capture adven-
tures, risks, rare moments, and
amusing episodes, making it both
a visual and literary chronicle of
hunting life.

The work distils the essence of

HE Sheikh Faisal’s human- and
heritage-driven experience in
hunting and falconry expeditions
that spanned Qatar’s wilderness
and extended across the globe.

It documents the historical
transformation of hunting from
a survival necessity in the past to
a present-day sport and recrea-
tional pursuit embraced by fal-
coners and enthusiasts through-
out Qatar and the Gulf.

HE Sheikh Faisal said that he
sought to document what he saw,
heard, and lived across more than
100 hunting and falconry jour-
neys at home and abroad, in order
to preserve this legacy for future
generations and for all those in-
terested in the Qatari communi-
ties, as well as the Gulf and the
Arabian Peninsula.

He highlighted the nation’s
sustained efforts to preserve her-
itage through numerous institu-

tions, initiatives, and exhibitions.

HE Sheikh Faisal stressed that
launching the book at this exhibi-
tion reflects Qatar’s mission and
stature as a prominent regional
and international destination for
hunting and falconry enthusiasts.

He applauded the organisers for
maintaining the exhibition’s stand-
ing until it evolved into a global plat -
form bringing together falconers,
hobbyists, and experts from around
the world under one roof.

The record turnout at this
event across all age groups, par-
ticularly among young people
and children, was a driving force
behind the book’s conception.

HE Sheikh Faisal underlined
that hunting has always been, and
remains, a school of patience, re-
sponsibility, and self-reliance, and
a cornerstone of Qatari and Gulf
identity.

He expressed the hope that the

outdoor adventures.

The vice-chairman of the or-
ganising committee, Mohammed
bin Abdullatif al-Misnad, noted
that this year’s edition marks a
significant expansion, with exhi-
bition space increasing by 2,000sq
m compared to the previous year.

The growth comes in response
to heightened demand from lo-
cal, regional, and international
exhibitors - reflecting the diver-
sity and scale of the products and
services being presented.

Visitors can expect a wide

range of offerings, from the lat-
est in hunting weapons and rifles
to falconry gear, camping equip-
ment, and innovations tailored to
desert expeditions.

In addition to the exhibition,
S’hail 2025 will feature arich pro-
gramme of competitions, cultural
events, and artistic activities cel-
ebrating the heritage and tradi-
tions of hunting and falconry.

Al-Misnad also highlighted that
the e-falcon auction will once
again be a centrepiece of the ex-
hibition, showcasing some of the

world’s finest and rarest falcons.

Participation will be facilitated
through the dedicated S’hail mo-
bile application.

This year, the auction intro-
duces a new bidding system
aimed at ensuring greater fair-
ness and transparency.

In the final 30 minutes of the
auction, participants will be re-
quired to write down their fi-
nal bid on paper and submit it
into a sealed box, encouraging a
more competitive environment.
- QNA
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book would serve as a reference for
future generations and contribute
to human knowledge, encapsulat -
ing the balance Qatar has achieved,

with both leadership and people,
between embracing modernity
and opening the aperture of en-
gagement with the world, while

safeguarding its heritage through
the timeless practice of hunting,
passed down faithfully from one
generation to the next. - QNA

Al Jazeera conference wins seven
international platinum awards

rtificial Intelligence in Media Con-
Aference, organised by Al Jazeera

Media Institute (AJMI) earlier this
year, has been honoured with seven plati-
num awards in three international com-
petitions specialising in media and com-
munication the Hermes Creative Awards,
Dot Comm Awards, and AVA Digital
Awards.

The conferencereceived three Platinum
Awards from Hermes Creative Awards in
the categories of “Team Achievement”,
“Conference”, and “Strategic Cam-
paigns”, in addition to three awards from

Dot Comm Awards in recognition of the
AJMT’s efforts in developing digital cam-
paigns and engagement across platforms.

The conference won a Platinum Award
from the AVA Digital Awards, which cel-
ebrates innovation in digital communica-
tion.

AJMI director Eman al-Amri said that
this achievement represents recognition
for dedication of work teams to quality
and innovation, noting that the confer-
ence has become a key platform for dis-
cussing media transformations in the age
of artificial intelligence (AI).
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