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AUGUST 15, 20254
th

Amir’s visit to India strengthen historic ties

HH the Amir of the State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani was welcomed upon arrival at Palam Air Base by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, 
Hon’ble External Affairs Minister Dr S. Jaishankar, Ambassador of Qatar in New Delhi HE Mohammed bin Hassan Al Jaber and Ambassador of India in Doha HE Vipul. 
The Amir was accompanied by the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani and an official delegation. 
During the meeting, they discussed bilateral cooperation between the two countries, in addition to the latest regional and international developments.

HH the Amir of the State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani was accorded an official reception ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi. Hon’ble President 
of India Smt Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi led well-wishers to welcome the Amir. The official reception ceremony began with the entry of the 
Amir’s motorcade accompanied by the President’s Cavalry Regiment to the ceremony venue. A 21-gun salute was fired in honour of the Amir’s visit and in recognition of 
the strong relations between the two countries.



AUGUST 15, 2025 5
th

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar met with HH the Amir of the State of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, and his accompanying delegation in New Delhi. 
During the meeting, they discussed bilateral relations between the two countries, in addition to the latest regional and international developments. The meeting was 
attended by Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani and a number of members of the accompanying 
official delegation.

Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and HH the Amir 
of the State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani held an 
official session of talks at the Hyderabad House in New Delhi. 
Bilateral relations and ways to enhance and expand them, 
particularly in the areas of economy, investment, and energy, in 
addition to several regional and international issues of mutual 
interest were discussed during the session. Amir and Indian 
Prime Minister witnessed the exchange of two agreements 
between the governments of their countries. They witnessed the 
exchange of an agreement on establishing a bilateral strategic 
partnership and an agreement aimed at avoiding double taxation 
and preventing fiscal evasion concerning income taxes. On this 
occasion, the Prime Minister of India hosted a luncheon banquet 
in honour of the Amir and the accompanying delegation.



AUGUST 15, 20256
th

Hon’ble President Smt. Droupadi Murmu hosted a banquet dinner in honour of HH the Amir of the State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and his accompanying 
delegation at Rashtrapati Bhavan. At the beginning of the banquet, Hon’ble President Smt. Droupadi Murmu delivered a speech welcoming the Amir and the accompanying 
delegation, expressing her thanks to His Highness for the visit, and lauding the level of Qatar-India relations. HH the Amir also delivered a speech during the banquet.

Minister of Health and Family Welfare Shri Jagat Prakash Nadda met with HH the Amir of the State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani. They discussed bilateral 
relations and the ways to foster them, particularly across areas of health and medical care, along with topics of mutual interest. The meeting was attended by Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani and the accompanying delegation. 



AUGUST 15, 2025 7
th

India-Qatar Business Forum in New Delhi

Minister of Commerce and Industry of India Shri Piyush Goyal and Minister of Commerce and Industry of the State of Qatar, H E Sheikh Faisal bin Thani bin Faisal 
Al Thani inaugurated the India-Qatar Business Forum in New Delhi. The event was held on the sidelines of the official visit of the Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani to India.The session focused on expanding bilateral trade, promoting non-hydrocarbon sectors, and increasing private sector engagement in both 
countries.The forum also witnessed the signing of several MoUs, including one between the Qatari Businessmen Association (QBA) and the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) to foster economic cooperation in trade, investment, and technical collaboration. A second memorandum was signed between Invest Qatar and Invest 
India, marking a significant step toward strengthening trade and investment ties and creating opportunities for mutual projects.



AUGUST 15, 20258
th

Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Qatar held a phone 
call with EAM Dr. S Jaishankar

Qatar strongly condemns attack in 
Jammu and Kashmir

Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, H. E. Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al-
Thani held a phone call with H. E. Dr. S Jaishankar, Minister of External Affairs of India. During the call, they 
reviewed bilateral relations and ways to support and enhance them, as well as discussed latest developments 
in the crisis between India and Pakistan and ways to resolve it through diplomacy.



AUGUST 15, 2025 9
th

Visit of Multi Party Delegation to Qatar 

A multi-party Indian parliamentary delegation, led by Member of Parliament Supriya Sule, paid 
an official visit to Qatar. The visit marked the first leg of a four-nation tour undertaken in the wake 
of the April 22 terrorist attack in Pahalgam and India’s subsequent response, Operation Sindoor.

During their two-day visit, the delegation held high-level discussions with senior Qatari officials, 
including Dr. Mohamed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh Al Khulaifi, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs; 
Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Faisal bin Mohammed Al Thani, Minister of State for Interior Affairs; and 
Dr. Hamda bint Hassan Al Sulaiti, Deputy Speaker of the Shura Council. The delegation also 
engaged with members of Qatar’s academia and think tanks at the Middle East Council for Global 
Affairs, interacted with journalists from leading Qatari dailies, and addressed members of the 
Indian community at a reception held on May 26.

In their meetings, the Indian delegation conveyed New Delhi’s zero-tolerance policy towards 
cross-border terrorism and provided a briefing on recent developments following the Pahalgam 
attack. They emphasised that Operation Sindoor was a calibrated, targeted and proportionate 
response, reflecting India’s firm resolve to counter terrorism without escalating tensions. The 
delegation also stressed the need to dismantle cross-border terror infrastructure and to avoid 
making distinctions between terrorist groups and their backers.



AUGUST 15, 202510
th

India Energy Week 2025

HE Saad bin Sherida al-Kaabi, Qatar’s Minister of State for Energy Affairs, 
welcomed at India Energy Week 2025.

Book Release of HE Sheikh Faisal bin 
Qassim Al Thani in Delhi

H. E. Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim Al Thani, founder and chairman of Al Faisal 
Global Foundation for Culture and Knowledge, launched his book ‘As Seen, 
Read and Lived. Qatar Through my Eyes. History, People, and Sovereigns’, 
in English and Malayalam, at the 2025 New Delhi World Book Fair.

The event was attended by Ambassador of Qatar to India HE Mohammed 
bin Hassan Jabir Al-Jabir along with a number of ambassadors, heads of 
diplomatic missions from the Gulf and Arab countries, and a large number 
of cultural and intellectual figures and exhibition pioneers in India.



AUGUST 15, 2025 11
th

Key Events
Pariksha Pe Charcha 2025

ICAI Doha Chapter hosted a seminar “Union Budget 2025

Students, parents, and teachers from Indian schools in Qatar enthusiastically participated 
in #ParikshaPeCharcha, seizing the opportunity to gain valuable insights from Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on managing exam stress and more.

Ambassador HE. Shri Vipul attended the Annual Science Gala and Award Function 
of Science India Forum. The event celebrated academic excellence and promoted 
scientific spirit among students.

Annual Science Gala and Award Function of Science 
India Forum

“Impact Analysis” at Dusit West Bay. Inaugurated by HE. Mr. Vipul, the event 
featured Padma Shri TN Manoharan and Mr. Girish Chand as speakers. Over 
200 attendees benefited from the discussions.



AUGUST 15, 202512
th

Marking 50 Days to International Day of Yoga 2025 Qatar Business Excellence Awards

Marking 50 days to the International Day of Yoga 2025, the Embassy 
of India hosted a yoga session celebrating the spirit of “One Earth, One 
Health,” promoting personal well-being and harmony for all.

Ambassador HE Shri Vipul attended the 2nd Qatar Business Excellence Awards, organized by Asianet 
News, celebrating successful enterprises that triumphed over challenges.



AUGUST 15, 2025 13
th

Rang-Tarang 2025 (Labour Day Celebrations) ICC Carnival 2025

Ambassador’s monthly meeting with Indian nationals

Ambassador attends Rang-Tarang Labour Day program organized by ICBF-Qatar at 
Asian Town. Over 15,000 workers and community members joined the celebrations, 
cultural fiesta and felicitation of workers long-serving in Qatar.

Consular and community related issues were addressed during Ambassador’s monthly 
meeting with Indian nationals. Embassy officials and office bearers of ICBF-Qatar 
provided guidance and support.

The Indian Cultural Centre (ICC), under the aegis of the Embassy of India, brought its 
two-day ICC Carnival 2025 to a glorious conclusion, with a grand finale that blended 
music, culture, and community spirit into a spectacular evening of celebration.Held at the 
sprawling ICC Film City set up on the Ideal Indian School Ground, the event attracted 
more than 12,000 attendees over two days, making it one of the most successful and 
widely attended cultural events organised by the Indian community in Qatar. 



AUGUST 15, 202514
th

Events by the Indian Cultural Centre (ICC)
Felicitation of volunteers of Bharat Utsav 2024 Iftar for Her

Iftar Meet

Indian Cultural Centre, under the aegis of Embassy of India, felicitated the volunteers of 
mega-event “Bharat Utsav 2024”, in ICC’s premises. “Bharat Utsav 2024” was held by 
ICC in the prestigious QNCC premises and was attended by thousands of expatriates 
across nationalities in Qatar. More than 500 performers had performed in this event.

Indian Cultural Centre along with the ICC Women’s Forum, celebrated International 
Women’s Day with an “Iftar for Her” event for underprivileged women, at the ICC 
Ashoka Hall. Counsellors from the Embassy of India, Dr. Vaibhav Tandale and Mr. 
Gyanveer Singh, along with their spouses, honoured the occasion with their presence.

Indian Cultural Centre, under the aegis of Embassy of India, conducted 
Iftar at ICC’s Ashoka Hall which was decorated and lit to celebrate 
the holy occasion. HE Shri Vipul, Ambassador of India to Qatar, 
addressed the gathering, emphasizing the significance of Ramadan 
and extending his heartfelt wishes for a blessed and peaceful month. 



AUGUST 15, 2025 15
th

ICBF joined hands with KWIQ for Pusthakmela Season 8, a platform for 
donating and exchanging used CBSE academic textbooks, guides, reference 
books, and storybooks. For the second time, ICBF collaborated with Kerala 
Women’s Initiative Qatar (KWIQ) to support this meaningful initiative, which 
has been serving the community for the past eight years. 

The event was inaugurated by H. E. Mr. Vipul, the Ambassador of India to 
Qatar, who symbolically handed over donated books to a student and a parent 
in need, reinforcing the core spirit of sharing and support. 

In a heartfelt initiative, ICBF in collaboration with Telangana Welfare Association (TWA 
Qatar) organized a special Iftar for domestic lady workers. The event was honored by the 
presence of Mr. Eish Singhal, First Secretary & ICBF Coordinating Officer at the Indian 
Embassy, who attended as the Chief Guest and handed over gifts to the attendees, spreading 
joy and appreciation. With around 85 ladies from different parts of Doha participating, the 
evening was filled with warmth, gratitude, and a sense of belonging.

Iftar for Domestic Lady Workers Pusthakmela Season 8

Events by Indian Community and Benevolent Forum (ICBF)



AUGUST 15, 202516
th

Green energy transition accelerates with key policy moves
In a virtual address at India Energy Week 2025, 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi highlighted 
India’s rapid progress in electric mobility and 

renewable energy while emphasising the need 
for swift action to meet the demands of a 
large and growing nation. He stressed 
that the battery and storage sector 
presents immense opportunities 
for both innovation and 
manufacturing. To accelerate 
this shift, the government 
has removed basic customs 
duties on various EV 
battery components 
as part of the Union 
Budget 2025, aiming to 
strengthen domestic 
production and push 
green energy adoption.

The National Critical 
Minerals Mission is set 
to play a crucial role in 
establishing a robust 
supply chain for India’s 
battery sector. In addition 
to lithium-based solutions, 
the government is actively 
promoting the development 
of a non-lithium battery 
ecosystem to diversify and 
secure future energy needs.

India’s ethanol blending 
programme has also made 
significant strides, reaching a 19% 
blending rate, which has resulted in 
foreign exchange savings, increased farmer 
income, and reduced CO

2
 emissions. The country 

remains ahead of schedule in achieving its 20% ethanol 
blending mandate, which is now expected before 
October 2025.

Looking ahead to 2030, India’s energy 
sector presents vast opportunities, including 

plans to add 500 gigawatts of renewable 
energy capacity, achieve net-zero carbon 

emissions for Indian Railways, and 
produce five million metric tonnes 

of green hydrogen annually. These 
initiatives are expected to drive 

major milestones in the next five 
years, reinforcing India’s role in 
the global energy transition.

The Prime Minister 
outlined five key pillars 
supporting India’s energy 
a m b i t i o n s — r e s o u r c e 
harnessing, fostering 
innovation, maintaining 
economic strength and 
political stability, leveraging 
strategic geography for 

energy trade, and committing 
to global sustainability. He 

also highlighted the growth 
potential of India’s biofuel sector, 

with 500 million metric tonnes of 
sustainable feedstock available to 

further expand renewable energy 
initiatives.

With strategic investments and 
policy reforms, India is positioning itself 

as a global leader in clean energy, fostering 
innovation while ensuring energy security for 

the future.



AUGUST 15, 2025 17
th

OpenAI sees India as a key AI market
OpenAI, the creator of ChatGPT, has identified 

India as its second-largest market, with user 
numbers tripling over the past year. During 

a discussion hosted by OpenAI, CEO Sam Altman 
highlighted India’s importance to the company’s 
growth and the broader AI ecosystem.

Altman, currently on a world tour, arrived 
in India recently and met IT Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw alongside leading start-ups and venture 
capitalists. 

“India has made remarkable strides in AI 
development,” Altman observed, encouraging the 
country to position itself as a leader in the ongoing 
AI revolution. He praised India’s diverse range 
of technological developments, from chips to AI 
applications.

Vaishnaw shared India’s comprehensive 
AI strategy, focusing on chip design, building 
foundational models, and developing AI 
applications. He expressed confidence in India’s 
ability to achieve cost-effective solutions, similar to 
the country’s success in launching space missions at 
reduced costs.

Altman’s visit coincides with the rising 
popularity of DeepSeek, a Chinese foundational 
model developed at a fraction of OpenAI’s costs. 
The model has demonstrated that high-quality AI 
systems can be built with less investment.

Addressing questions on the cost of AI 
development, Altman acknowledged advancements 
in model distillation that reduce training costs, 
though he maintained that cutting-edge AI would 

still require substantial investment.
Vaishnaw drew parallels between India’s space 

programme and AI ambitions, stating, “If we can 
send a mission to the Moon at a fraction of the cost, 
we can certainly develop AI models more affordably.”

Following the discussion, Vaishnaw announced 
on X that he had a “super cool discussion” with 
Altman about India’s AI strategy, emphasising 
collaboration on GPUs, models, and applications. 



AUGUST 15, 202518
th

Sports Tech Market: 
How Technology is Transforming India’s Sports Industry

India’s sports technology market is 
poised for significant growth, primarily 
driven by the rapid expansion of 

the Fantasy Sports (FS) industry. A 
recent analysis of the sector illustrated 
multifaceted trends propelled by advancing 
technology and shifting viewer interest. 
Innovations are important for improving 
fan participation among India’s digitally 
adapted audience, who consume athletic 
contests through cyber venues and 
dynamically connect on social media 
during live sports events. Research suggests 
that over four-fifths of sports supporters 
employ secondary screens while watching 
broadcasts. Beyond streaming and social 
networks, digital platforms serve to reserve 
tickets, procure sports merchandise and 
access stadium amenities. This tendency 
presents huge profit opportunities 
for platforms and brands and attracts 
enthusiasts. Meanwhile, analytics highlight 
the potential of virtual and augmented 
reality to heighten fan experience, especially 
among the youth. Simultaneously, wearable 
gadgets and specialised apps tailored for 
sports are augmenting coaching, training 
and performance analysis.

Technology is now an integral part 
of modern sports, transforming athlete 
training, performance enhancement and 
fan engagement leading to an overall 
growth of the sports industry. The sports 
technology market in India is a thriving 
industry, valued at Rs. 26,700 crore (US$ 
3.07 billion) in FY24. The fan engagement 
sector leads the market, contributing Rs. 
21,400 crore (US$ 2.46 billion), while the 
data and analytics segment represent Rs. 
5,300 crore (US$ 610 million).

Adoption and role of digital 
transformation in sports development

Digital transformation is now a crucial 
driver for sports development, significantly 
enhancing fan engagement and operational 
efficiency. According to a joint report by 
Google and Deloitte, the Indian sports 
market is valued at Rs. 4,51,724 crore (US$ 
52 billion) in FY24 and projected to reach Rs. 
11,29,310 crore (US$ 130 billion) by FY30, 
with digital transformation and multi-sport 
enthusiasm being key contributors.

• Cricket:  Smartwatches and heart rate 
monitors now track the players’ physical 

conditions during training and matches. 
These devices provide real-time data on 
heart rate, speed, and movement, helping 
coaches make informed decisions. For 
example, the Catapult vector pro athlete 
monitor provides real-time data on player 
movement, workload, and fitness. It works 
like GPS trackers and sensors embedded in 
wearable devices, monitoring acceleration, 
sprinting speeds, and workload 
distribution. This helps coaches tailor their 
training routines which helps prevent 
injuries and optimise training intensity.

• Football:  GPS trackers and motion 
sensors monitor a player’s positioning and 
workload. These devices reduce injury risks 
and optimise training programs. Hawk-Eye 
technology precisely calculates the ball’s 
course, velocity, and rotation using tracking 
cameras stationed around the field. These 
high-speed cameras first capture the ball’s 
movement. It then processes the data 
to calculate the ball’s trajectory, speed, 
and spin, providing accurate real-time 
information.

• Other Sports:  The rapidly swelling 
fervour for e-sports in India and worldwide 
has encouraged the use of AI and machine 
learning to enhance gamer presentation 
and supporter inclusion. Analysing 
information and offering tailored content 
helps players improve and makes fans 
feel connected to the sport. Innovations 
like Google’s Jacquard tag in football shoe 
insoles and AI-powered golf club designs 
are improving equipment performance and 
player insights.

Role of digitalisation in sports
Fan engagement

Immersive technologies: Augmented 
reality (AR) and Virtual reality (VR) are 
revolutionising the fan experience by 
providing interactive and immersive 
viewing options. For example, NBA 
partnered with Second Spectrum, 
integrating wearable data into fan 
engagement strategies to boost game-day 
revenues. The company tracks player 
movements on the court in real-time and 
conducts detailed analysis based on this 
data, providing coaches with insights to 
improve their in-game performance.

Digital platforms: Social media and 

streaming services are making sports 
more accessible and engaging. Platforms 
like JioHotstar and Sony Liv offer high-
definition broadcasts and personalised 
content, enhancing the fan experience.

Smart stadiums
Advanced infrastructure: Smart 

stadiums equipped with Internet of Things 
(IoT) devices, digital signage, and high-
density Wi-Fi are enhancing the live sports 
experience. These innovations provide 
real-time updates, interactive features, and 
seamless connectivity.

Enhanced security: Technology like 
facial recognition and advanced security 
systems are improving safety and security 
in stadiums. For example, Al-driven 
systems streamline stadium access and 
enhance crowd management.
The rise of sports startups and 
investments in India

India’s burgeoning sports tech sector is 
witnessing an outbreak of new startups and 
rising investments, propelled by creativity 
and growing marketplace interest. There 
are currently 2,007 Sports Tech ventures 
in India, including industry leaders like 
Dream Sports, Dream11, MPL, Games24x7, 
and Hudle. Of these, 181 startups have 
secured funding, with 50 acquiring Series 
A+ financing rounds and 3 achieving 
unicorn status.

Capital infusions and investor 
enthusiasm for sports technology solutions 
are steadily increasing. Over the past 
decade, an average of 155 new sports tech 
startups were launched each year. Both 
government agencies and private sector 
participants actively support athletic 
innovation through initiatives such as the 
expansive  ‘Khelo India’  program, which 
aims to evolve athletic infrastructure 
and nurture talent. Private investors 
and venture capital companies are also 
displaying keen interest in these startups.

These startups enhance fan 
participation through platforms and 
revolutionise athlete training and 
performance evaluation using AI and 
wearable technology. The blended 
support from government bodies and 
private investment is cultivating a vibrant 
ecosystem for sports tech progress within 
India.

Challenges and opportunities
Data Privacy and Accuracy:  The 

collection of personal sports data raises 
privacy concerns, and ensuring the accuracy 
of technology in sports performance 
analysis is crucial. Convincing traditional 
sports to fully integrate technology can also 
be challenging. The integration of sports 
tech into traditional sports offers immense 
potential for improving performance and 
enhancing fan experiences, but it also 
brings significant challenges related to data 
privacy and accuracy.

Opportunities
Government support and policy 

initiatives:  The Draft National Sports 
Policy 2024 aims to strengthen India’s 
sports ecosystem from the grassroots to 
the national level. Sports technology is 
expected to play a pivotal role in achieving 
this vision, offering advanced tools for fan 
engagement, training analytics, and athlete 
development. The government’s support 
for sports tech startups and enhanced 
infrastructure will be crucial for sustained 
growth.

Enhanced fan engagement and athlete 
performance:  Technology is enhancing 
fan engagement through platforms like 
Dream11 and MPL, while improving athlete 
performance through AI and wearable 
technology. The integration of technology 
into sports is shaping the industry, 
potentially unlocking new levels of athletic 
excellence and talent identification.

India’s  sports technology market  is 
projected to reach Rs. 49,500 crore (US$ 
5.70 billion) by FY29, at a CAGR of 13% 
during FY24-FY29, with fantasy sports 
being a major driver. The Draft National 
Sports Policy 2024 aims to bolster the 
sports ecosystem by leveraging technology 
for economic development. This policy, 
combined with AI advancements, data 
analytics, VR, AR, Blockchain, and 
IoT, will help India enhance athlete 
performance, engage fans, and identify 
talent, supporting the growth of the sports 
technology market and establishing India 
as a global sports powerhouse. However, 
the market’s trajectory will depend on how 
well regulatory support and infrastructure 
development can keep pace with 
technological integration.
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Digital economy set to overtake 
agriculture, mfg by 2030: MeitY
India’s digital economy is poised to grow nearly twice as fast as the overall 

economy, contributing nearly one-fifth of the country’s national income 
by 2029-2030, according to a report by the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MeitY).
 The report, titled ‘Estimation and Measurement of India’s Digital Economy’, 

released on January 22, is the first of its kind to quantify the value addition and 
employment generated by India’s burgeoning digital sector.

 Highlighting the sector’s transformative potential, the report states that the 
digital economy’s share is expected to surpass agriculture and manufacturing 
in less than six years. “In the short run, the highest growth is likely to come from 
the growth of digital intermediaries and platforms, followed by higher digital 
diffusion and digitalisation of the rest of the economy. This will eventually lower 
the share of digitally enabling ICT industries in the digital economy,” the report 
noted.

Current contribution and projections

 As of 2022-23, the digital economy contributed 11.74 per cent of India’s 
national income, equivalent to Rs 28.94 trillion ($368 billion) in Gross Value 
Added (GVA) and Rs 31.64 trillion ($402 billion) in GDP. This share is projected 
to rise to 13.42 per cent by 2024-25, according to the MeitY report.

The largest contribution—7.83 per cent of the national GVA—comes from 
sectors such as information and communication services, telecom, and the 
manufacturing of electronics, computers, and communication equipment. Big 
Tech players, digital platforms, and intermediaries account for nearly 2 per 
cent of the GVA, while industries like BFSI (banking, financial services, and 
insurance), trade, and education add another 2 per cent.

Employment in the digital economy

 The report estimates that the digital economy employed 14.67 million 
workers in 2022-23, accounting for 2.55 per cent of India’s total workforce. By 
comparison, agriculture remained the largest employer, with 263.6 million 
workers (45.8 per cent of the workforce), while manufacturing employed 65.6 
million workers (11.4 per cent). 
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From Florence Nightingale to Annie Besant; Sarojini 
Naidu to Rani Rashmoni; Indira Gandhi to Sushma 
Swaraj, women have long been at the heart of 

economic progress and not just contributors. Today, they 
are leaders, innovators and changemakers who drive 
transformation, lead enterprises and shape the future 
across industries.

Simply put, if we look at live and more recent examples 
of Priya Agarwal Hebbar, Arundhati Bhattacharya, Debjani 
Ghosh, Victoria D’Souza, Gul Panag, Dr Preetha Reddy and 
Vineeta Singh, these new-age trendsetters are making their 
presence felt with each and every move they take on the desi 
and international stages.

From technology to investments, renewable energy 
to automotive to healthcare, their growing presence in 
leadership, research and entrepreneurship is accelerating 
progress, fostering inclusivity and creating a sustainable 
and prosperous future. Their contributions are not only 
breaking barriers but also setting new benchmarks for 
innovation, investment and economic growth.

This article highlights the impact of women across 
diverse industries, showcasing how they are redefining 
success and creating opportunities for the next generation.

India’s focus sectors
Semiconductor

With semiconductors being one of the emerging 
growth areas in India, the sector’s workforce composition 
is also undergoing a sea change. Teamlease pegs the tech 
workforce in India at 5.4 million, with 1.94 million women 
workers.

In the semiconductor industry, women constitute 
25% of the workforce. Leading companies like Micron and 
NXP are investing significantly in training, supporting and 
retaining female employees by expanding the talent pool 
and creating career advancement opportunities.

Through its ‘Women in Tech’ programme, NXP trained 
over 100 female engineering students in VLSI design 
concepts. At Micron, women comprise 28% of its over 
4,000 employee pool across groups and functions, with IT 
having the largest share at 30%. Sharmila Khan, Country 
Head, People Organisation, Micron, adds that functions like 
procurement, data science and design engineering also see 
healthy representation.

Another notable intervention in this sector has been by 
Foxconn, the contract manufacturer for Apple Inc. in India. 
The company has invested $230 million to set up a housing 
complex for its women employees in Sriperumbudur in 
Tamil Nadu to accommodate up to 18,720 employees.

According to an Accenture report, the median 
representation of women in the global semiconductor 

industry is between 20% and 29%. Women comprise nearly 
a fourth of India’s chip design and engineering workforce.

This trend is expected to continue, with projections 
indicating that women’s share could rise to ~30% by 2027. 
Research has shown that increased representation of 
women in the workforce drives better business outcomes, 
including improved innovation and decision-making.

 Automotive EV
Women are making significant inroads into the 

automotive and EV sectors. According to the OMI 
Foundation, whether it is jobs or entrepreneurial ventures, 
there has been a rise in the number of women occupying 
critical positions across the spectrum — from shop floors to 
top floors.

They make up for 11-15% of India’s 11 million EV 
workforce and this strength is projected to rise to 50% by 
2030-2033. The demand for women in manufacturing, 
design and leadership roles in EV firms has significantly 
increased due to strong EV sales. In CY 2024, India recorded 
over 1.9 million in EV sales – an increase of 27% over 2023.

As a result, major industry players are increasingly 
hiring more women in the automotive sector. Ola’s future 
factory in Tamil Nadu’s Krishnagiri—slated to be the 

world’s largest electric two-wheeler (E2W) manufacturing 
plant—is fully powered by women.

By 2025, the company plans to have 20,000 women 
working in the factory, manufacturing E2W and other 
vehicle categories, batteries for EVs and more.

Ampere’s Ranipet facility in Tamil Nadu, one of the first 
OEMs founded by a woman in India, has over 70% women 
in the workforce. Mahindra Logistics has hired women 
drivers for its cargo service, EDel, which deploys an E3W 
fleet in Bengaluru.

 Renewable energy
In the RE sector, women are making a long-lasting 

impact by leading initiatives to promote sustainability and 
environmental stewardship.

One notable name in India’s renewable energy 
sector is Vandana Gombar, a journalist and commentator 
specialising in energy and environmental issues and a 
strong advocate for renewable energy and sustainable 
development.

Another influential leader is Vaishali Nigam Sinha, 
Director, Chief Sustainability and CSR Officer of ReNew 
Power, whose leadership has been instrumental in driving 
the company’s growth, establishing it as one of India’s 
largest renewable energy firms.

In partnership with UNDP and IIT Delhi, the company 
has launched an accelerator programme to support women 
climate entrepreneurs in tackling key energy challenges. 
The first cohort of six entrepreneurs focuses on energy 

efficiency, storage, circularity and desalination. The 
initiative aims to drive women-led climate solutions for 
India’s sustainability goals with plans of annual expansion.

 Agro and food processing
Women entrepreneurs have emerged as a force to 

Women shaping the future of Indian industries
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reckon with in the agro and food processing industry. 
Through innovative farming techniques, sustainable 
practices and value addition, women are transforming the 
industry and empowering other women.

The agriculture sector employs 85% of the rural women 
in India. Women contribute to agriculture through multiple 
roles as cultivators, entrepreneurs and labourers. About 
60–80% of the food produced in India can be attributed to 
the efforts of rural women.

Women also contribute significantly to the harvesting 
process. They may be involved in manually harvesting 
crops, such as rice or wheat or using tools for crops like 
fruit and vegetables. From farm to table, women are 
delighting the world with their dedication, determination 
and entrepreneurial spirit.

 Textiles
The textile industry has long been a significant 

employer of women, but today, women are also leading as 
designers, entrepreneurs and executives.

Did you know? The sector provides direct employment 
to over 45 million people, including a large number 
of women, especially in rural areas. According to the 
Handloom Census 2019-20, 72% of weavers are women. 
Women make up ~65% of the workforce in this sector.

Several women have emerged as influential figures 
in the Indian textile industry, such as fashion designers 
Masaba Gupta, Anamika Khanna, Ritu Kumar and Anita 
Dongre, who are championing the revival of traditional 
handloom crafts.

Several women entrepreneurs, such as Suchi 
Mukherjee of LimeRoad, Richa Kar of Zivame, Shubhra 
Chadda of Chumbak, Shehlina Soomro of Saritoria and 
Neha Celly of Nece Gene, are rewriting the rules of the 
industry through innovation and unique interventions.

Through its Textile Policy 2024, the government is also 
ensuring a level playing field for women textile workers. 
The policy offers wage assistance for women employees 
ranging from 3,000 to 5,000 per month, depending on 
their roles. Overall, the policy aims to promote employment, 
especially among women and increase competitiveness in 
the industry.

Another women-centric effort is the ‘Shilp Didi’ 
programme, launched to provide online training to 100 
women artisans from 72 districts across 23 states to onboard 
onto e-commerce portals and social media platforms.

 Pharma and healthcare
Women have been instrumental in advancing the 

pharma and healthcare sectors. Their contributions range 
from groundbreaking medical research to developing 
healthcare technologies that improve patient outcomes.

Whether building a family business (Sangita Reddy 
and her sisters at Apollo Hospitals) or creating a leading 
bio-science business (Kiran Mazumdar Shaw of Biocon), 
women are at the forefront of the healthcare sector. 
Women’s representation on the board in healthcare and life 
sciences sector startups is the second highest among the 
industries in India.

Due to their passion and determination, women have 
excelled in caregiving roles in the healthcare sector. Young 
women have outnumbered men in Indian medical schools, 
a positive sign of change to come. Government schemes like 
‘Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana’ and the ‘Maternity 
Benefit Act’ aim to increase the number of women in the 
healthcare workforce.

 Infrastructure
In the infrastructure sector, women are increasingly 

taking on leadership roles in urban planning, construction 
and project management. Their involvement ensures that 
infrastructure projects are more inclusive and address the 
needs of diverse populations. Women’s participation in 
India’s labour force has seen an exponential rise, jumping 
from ~23% in 2017-18 to ~41% in 2023-24.

 Foreign Investments and Trade (FII)
Women are making their mark in foreign investments 

and trade by leading investment firms, influencing policy 
and driving international trade negotiations. Prominent 
figures like Naina Lal Kidwai have paved the way for 
women in India’s financial sector as the first Indian woman 
to graduate from Harvard Business School and to lead a 
foreign bank in India, exemplifying the growing influence 
of women in investment banking.

Kalpana Morparia dedicated nearly 33 years to 
ICICI, significantly contributing to India’s financial 
sector. Upasana Taku, Co-Founder and COO, MobiKwik, 
brings over 17 years of expertise in product development, 
payments and financial services. Her leadership has not 
only driven innovation in fintech but also paved the way 
for more women to thrive in the industry. Renu Sud Karnad 
is another inspiring example and has been instrumental 
in India’s largest mortgage financier HDFC’s financial 
operations, guiding it towards success for 30 years.

 The way forward
The impact of women in these key sectors is exemplary. 

They drive innovation, foster investment and propel 
economic growth, a testament to their resilience, expertise 
and visionary leadership. As more women enter and lead 
these industries, these sheroes bring unique perspectives 
and solutions that address complex challenges.

The journey doesn’t end here. Empowering women 
through education, mentorship and equal opportunities is 
crucial to sustaining this momentum.

On this year’s International Women’s Day, it is essential 
to recognise and celebrate the achievements of women 
professionals and entrepreneurs, shaping a more inclusive 
and prosperous future across all sectors.
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Eight strategic sectors open to 100% FDI 
India once approached foreign investment in its 

strategic sectors with marked caution, allowing 
limited access to safeguard national interests. 

But that paradigm has shifted. Driven by its position 
as the world’s fastest-growing major economy, India 
has embraced a more open and future-forward 
investment regime.

Now ranked as the world’s fourth-largest 
economy1, India’s economic rise calls for a 
reimagined FDI approach. The government has 
responded with bold reforms like progressively 
liberalising FDI norms, including in sectors once 
considered out of bounds. Today, 100% foreign 
direct investment is permitted under the automatic 
route in multiple high-impact sectors, signaling both 
economic confidence and strategic ambition.

This evolving landscape presents unprecedented 
opportunities for global investors. Based on our 

sectoral insights, we have identified eight industries 
poised to drive the next wave of FDI-led growth in 
India.

1. BFSI
India’s financial sector sits at the intersection 

of scale, technology and transformation. With the 
country’s expanding middle class, rapid digital 
adoption, a robust fintech ecosystem, and a pro-
reform regulatory environment, the BFSI sector has 
evolved into one of the most compelling investment 
stories in India.

Within the BFSI sector, India’s insurance 
industry is poised to attract more investments from 
foreign investors in 2025. The reason is twofold. 
First, the general insurance industry reported a 
premium collection of over 3.07 lakh crore in FY 
2024–25.2 Second, to sustain and boost the continued 

growth 
of the 

insurance 
sector, the 

government 
recently increased 

the FDI limit 
from 49% to 74%3, 

positioning the industry 
as an investment magnet.

However, this is only the beginning. India 
is experiencing increasing income levels, policy 
reforms, and a heightened appetite for financial 
security. When you consider other BFSI avenues 
such as credit, fintech, and retail banking, India’s 
financial landscape transforms from a mere market 
into a significant movement.

 2. Mining and refining
India’s mineral wealth is vast yet significantly 

underutilised. As the global economy accelerates 
towards advanced manufacturing, India has 
positioned its mining and refining sector as a 
strategic engine for both domestic growth and 
international supply chains.

To promote reforms in the mining sector, the 
government is establishing a State Mining Index 
to share best practices.4 They have also launched 
the National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM) in 
20255 to facilitate 1,200 exploration projects from 
2024-25 to 2030-31 and enhance the domestic 
availability of critical minerals within the country.

For investors, it presents an excellent 
opportunity to participate in building India’s critical 
minerals infrastructure, which will ultimately 

have downstream integration 
into refining, processing, and 

advanced manufacturing.

 3. Manufacturing
The National 

Manufacturing Mission 
(NMM) was announced 

in the Budget 2025-26 
under the broader 
ambit of the ‘Make in 

India’ programme. The 
mission aims to leverage 

advanced technologies to 
propel India’s Micro, Small, 

and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) sector forward. 

This initiative comes at an 
opportune moment, considering 

recent geopolitical shifts, a robust 
and maturing labour force, and 

government PLI schemes, India 
is swiftly positioning itself as 

the world’s next great factory 
floor.

Apart from NMM 
targeted at MSMEs, 
there is a general 
focus on leveraging 

the Production Linked 
Incentive (PLI) Scheme 

to push the sector. For 
instance, electronics and 

EV manufacturing have been 
allocated over 9,000 crore 

worth of PLIs for FY 2025-26.7 The 
government’s goal is to promote FDI 

in electric vehicle (EV) manufacturing 
and build an EV future for India. The country is 
also developing integrated industrial corridors and 
ensuring access to both skilled and semi-skilled 
talent for industries. For an investor, this is a strong 
indication to invest in the future of the world’s next 
manufacturing powerhouse.

 4. Civil aviation
India’s aviation sector is soaring higher than most 

anticipated. Fueled by rising disposable incomes, 
rapid infrastructure expansion and bold government 
initiatives, the industry is on a trajectory that may 
outpace even the most optimistic projections. The 
number of operational airports and domestic air 
passengers have in the country have more than 
doubled since 2014.8 Recently, India officially became 
the third-largest domestic aviation market in the 
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world with a footfall of 350 million passengers, 
trailing only the US and China.

 Government has undertaken multiple initiatives 
to ensure growth in this sector. Initiatives including 
the Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024, which seeks 
to modernise and streamline civil aviation regulation 
in India, and the Protection of Interest in Aircraft 
Objects Bill, 2025, aimed at lowering aircraft leasing 
costs and enhancing financial viability for domestic 
carriers, are working to ensure the sector stays on its 
high-growth trajectory. The Regional Connectivity 
Scheme-UDAN is also transforming India’s domestic 
aviation industry by boosting regional connectivity, 
creating job opportunities and bolstering state 
economies.

As an investor, it is easy to assume that India’s 
aviation growth is limited to manufacturing or flight 
operations. However, this view does not represent 
the complete picture. The sector encompasses 
a multi-layered ecosystem that includes airport 
infrastructure, logistics, engineering, and aviation 
services, all of which are evolving quickly to support 
the surge in air travel.

5. Telecom
India’s telecom sector stands at the heart 

of its digital transformation, marked by rapid 
infrastructure expansion, policy reform and record 
data consumption. India boasts over 1,200 million 
telephone subscribers with a teledensity of ~85%.

The sector continues to experience 
unprecedented growth, driven by the government’s 
decision to permit 100% FDI in telecom. With 
India’s planned 5G rollout gaining momentum 
and telecom infrastructure strengthening, the 
sector remains in the top five in attracting foreign 
investment. It received $746 million in FDI in FY 
2024-25, more than double the inflows recorded in 
FY 2023–24. 

To support this momentum, the government 
has introduced forward-looking policies such as the 
Telecommunication Act 2023, which consolidates 
and updates legacy laws, reduce regulatory burden 
and ensure smoother spectrum management. For 
investors, India’s telecom sector offers sustained 
growth, backed by structural reforms, rising 
Average Revenue Per User (ARPUs), and a long-

term shift toward next-generation communication 
technologies.

6. Pharmaceuticals
India has long been recognised as the 

“pharmacy of the world”, playing a critical role in 
the global pharmaceutical industry. It continues to 
consolidate that position through scale, innovation 
and growing global trust. FDI in pharmaceuticals 
account for nearly 3% of India’s total FDI inflow. 
Around 70% of India’s pharmaceutical exports are 
shipped to highly regulated markets in the US and 
EU. It reflects the competitive advantage India offers 
to global pharmaceutical companies.

With an almost $50 billion valuation, India’s 
pharmaceutical industry has a highly diversified 
product base covering generic and bulk drugs, over-
the-counter drugs, vaccines and more, with a strong 
global presence. According to National Accounts 
Statistics 2024, total output for industry was 
4,56,246 crore for FY 2022-23. 

India is also poised to become the next hub for 
biopharma R&D and clinical trials. Leading global 
companies are driving FDI in pharmaceuticals for 
joint ventures and innovation centres in India. If 
you’re looking for a sector with scale, resilience, and 
global demand, India’s pharmaceutical industry 
stands out. For long-term investors, it represents 
a solid opportunity, positioned at the heart of the 
future of global healthcare.

 7. Infrastructure
India is relentlessly pursuing progress, 

transforming challenges posed by infrastructure 
gaps into opportunities for innovative solutions 
and dynamic growth. The government has 
allocated over 11.21 lakh crore (3.11% of GDP) for 
infrastructure development in the Budget 2025-
26. From roads and highways to ports and shipping, 
the massive scale of infrastructure development 
is enhancing private and foreign participation in 
traditionally public-heavy segments.

To ensure the success of this infrastructure 
push, the PM Gati Shakti initiative supports 
infrastructure projects by breaking down silos and 
accelerating multimodal connectivity, thus making 
project execution faster and more efficient. Various 

other initiatives are a part of the infrastructure push, 
such as the Smart Cities Mission for improving 
quality of life,20 the National Green Hydrogen 
Mission for exploring alternative green fuels and 
allowing 100% FDI in renewable energy, and more.

 Notably, there is a growing shift towards 
public-private partnerships, viability gap funding 
and asset monetisation, creating more structured 
and investor-friendly models across infrastructure 
projects. This long-term policy visibility, de-risked 
frameworks, and high-return potential across core 
sectors underpin India’s infrastructure growth, 
providing peace of mind and Ease of Doing Business 
(EoDB) for investors.

 8. Biotechnology
India’s biotechnology sector is advancing 

beyond traditional pharmaceuticals and vaccines 
into innovative fields such as genomics, synthetic 
biology, bio-manufacturing, and precision medicine. 
The confidence evident in the pharmaceutical 
industry also applies to biotechnology. The industry, 
worth $165.7 billion in 2024 is taking impressive 
strides forward!

Additionally, the recent BioE3 (Biotechnology 
for Economy, Environment, and Employment) 
Policy is working to build a greener India 
and accelerate innovation-driven research 
and entrepreneurship in high-performance 
biomanufacturing. For investors, biotechnology 
in India offers the perfect blend of cutting-edge 
science, supportive policy and scalable innovation. 
Whether you’re eyeing early-stage ventures or 
looking to back large-scale bio-manufacturing, the 
opportunity is not just real—it’s accelerating.

 India presents a promising outlook for global 
investors. A vision that incorporates scale, stability, 
and sector-specific policy clarity. The best part? All 
of it is backed by strong governance and long-term 
growth fundamentals. Whether you’re seeking 
high-growth opportunities or stable, asset-backed 
investments, India’s evolving landscape presents a 
compelling case for every investor.

The next step is to explore opportunities, 
analyse incentives, and find sector-specific entry 
points. To get started, visit investindia.gov.in












