
Rally accident kills
three spectators

Greece asks for help
in battling wildfires

Turkiye marks record 
50.5C in southeast

Lebanese musician
Rahbani dead at 69

SC lauds Qatar’s 
mediation efforts

Amir congratulates
Maldives president

Three spectators died in central 
France yesterday after a car 
driven by a 22-year-old woman 
racer veered off  the road during 
an auto rally. The driver of the 
modified Peugeot 208 that hit 
the spectators and her woman 
co-driver were taken to hospital 
but their lives were not in 
danger. The accident occurred 
near the town of Ambert.  Two 
men died at the scene and a 
third man, airlifted to hospital, 
succumbed to his injuries. Of the 
three killed two were brothers, 
aged 70 and 60. Sport Page 3

Greece yesterday requested EU 
help to battle wildfires that have 
sprung up in diff erent regions 
as a lengthy heatwave sent 
temperatures soaring above 
45C and gusts fuelled flames. 
Winds were fanning fearsome 
blazes near Athens and other 
parts, including the Peloponnese 
peninsula that juts out west 
from the capital, and on the 
islands of Crete, Euboea and 
Kythera. 

Turkiye’s environment 
ministry said yesterday that 
meteorologists had registered a 
reading of 50.5C in the southeast 
of the country, a nationwide 
record. The record temperature 
was registered on Friday at Silopi, 
the ministry said in a post on X.

Ziad Rahbani, the Lebanese 
composer and musician who 
created a distinct Lebanese 
sound from Western and 
Arabic musical roots, and 
whose sardonic critique of the 
country’s sectarian politics 
rang true to Lebanese across 
the divides, has died. He was 
69. Rahbani was much loved 
across Lebanon and his words 
remained relevant across 
generations, from those who 
grew up with him during 
the 1975-90 Civil War to the 
post-war generation who have 
struggled to shake the war’s 
legacy. Page 5

Members of the Security 
Council welcomed, in a press 
statement, the efforts of Qatar 
in facilitating the signing of 
the Declaration of Principles 
between the Government of 
the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and the Congo River 
Alliance/M23 Movement. They 
added that the Doha talks, 
facilitated by Qatar, contributed 
to significant progress on this 
issue. The council members 
also renewed their deep 
appreciation to Qatar for its 
mediation efforts. (QNA)

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani sent 
a cable of congratulations to 
President of the Republic of 
Maldives Dr Mohamed Muizzu, 
on the occasion of his country’s 
Independence Day. His Highness 
the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Hamad al-Thani also sent 
a cable of congratulations to 
President Muizzu. (QNA)
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U-17 World Cup 
motivates next 
generation of 
players: Almoez

People gather to receive water supplies amid ongoing clashes on the Thai-Cambodian border, 
in Oddar Meanchey province, Cambodia, yesterday.

Thailand and Cambodia
agree for talks: Trump
Reuters/AFP
Sisaket, Thailand/Washington

US President Donald Trump said yes-
terday that the leaders of Cambodia 
and Thailand had agreed to meet im-

mediately to quickly work out a ceasefi re, as 
he sought to broker peace after three days of 
fi ghting along their border.

Thailand’s acting prime minister, 
Phumtham Wechayachai, thanked Trump 
and said Thailand “agrees in principle to 
have a ceasefire in place” but “would like 
to see sincere intention from the Cambo-
dian side.” Phumtham was responding in 
a Facebook post to a series of social media 
posts by Trump during a visit to Scotland. 
Trump said he had spoken to Cambodian 
Prime Minister Hun Manet and Phumtham 
and warned them that he would not make 
trade deals with either if the border conflict 
continued.

“Both Parties are looking for an immediate 
Ceasefi re and Peace,” Trump wrote as he gave 
a blow-by-blow account of his diplomatic ef-
forts.

Thailand and Cambodia exchanged heavy 
artillery fi re for a third straight day yesterday, 

as a border confl ict that has killed at least 33 
people and displaced more than 150,000 from 
their homes spread across the frontier.

Clashes broke out for the fi rst time in the 
countries’ coastal regions where they meet on 
the Gulf of Thailand, around 250km south-
west of the main front lines.

“It feels like I’m escaping a war zone,” 
76-year-old Samlee Sornchai told AFP at a 
temple shelter for evacuees in the Thai town 
of Kanthararom, after abandoning his farm 
near the embattled frontier.

Both sides say they are open to a truce, after 
a long-running border dispute erupted into 
combat with jets, tanks and ground troops 
this week, but each has accused the other of 
undermining armistice eff orts.

After an urgent United Nations Security 
Council meeting Friday in New York, Cam-
bodia’s UN ambassador Chhea Keo said his 
country wanted a ceasefi re.

“Cambodia asked for an immediate cease-
fi re - unconditionally - and we also call for 
the peaceful solution of the dispute,” he told 
reporters.

As of yesterday, Thailand said seven sol-
diers and 13 civilians had been killed, while 
Cambodia said fi ve soldiers and eight civilians 
had been killed. Page 8

Netanyahu govt 
hindering peace 
deal, says Hamas
Resistance group rejects Trump 
remarks on Gaza talks breakdown

AFP/QNA
Gaza City

Palestinian resistance movement 
Hamas offi  cials expressed sur-
prise yesterday at US President 

Donald Trump’s accusation that the 
group “didn’t really want” a ceasefi re 
and hostage release deal for Gaza.

Trump made the allegation of Friday 
a day after Israel and the United States 
quit indirect negotiations with Hamas in 
Qatar that had lasted nearly three weeks.

“Trump’s remarks are particularly 
surprising, especially as they come at a 
time when progress had been made on 
some of the negotiation fi les,” Hamas 
offi  cial Taher al-Nunu told AFP.

“So far, we have not been informed 
of any issues regarding the fi les under 
discussion in the indirect ceasefi re ne-
gotiations”, he added

Nunu, who is close to Hamas’s most 
senior political offi  cials, said he was 
“surprised” that Israel and the United 
States had left the talks.

Announcing the recall of US media-
tors on Thursday, Trump’s special en-
voy Steve Witkoff  accused Hamas of not 
“acting in good faith”.

Though not part of the Hamas nego-
tiating team, Hamas politburo member 
Izzat al-Rishq insisted the group had 
shown “fl exibility” in the talks.

“The American statements deliber-
ately ignore the real obstructionist to all 
agreements, Netanyahu’s government, 
which continues to put obstacles, de-
ceive and evade commitments,” he said.

Both Hamas offi  cials called on the 
United States to be more even-handed 
in its role as mediator in the quest for a 
ceasefi re after more than 21 months of 
fi ghting.

“We call for an end to the US bias in 
favour of Netanyahu, who is obstructing 

any agreement”, Nunu said.
Meanwhile, the death toll from the 

ongoing Israeli aggression on the Gaza 
Strip, which began on October 7, 2023, 
has risen to 59,733 martyrs in addition to 
144,477 wounded.

Gaza’s civil defence agency said Is-
raeli fi re killed 25 people yesterday.

 More than 100,000 children under 
the age of two - including 40,000 in-
fants - are facing the imminent threat 
of mass death within days due to the 
complete lack of infant formula and 
nutritional supplements, as Israeli oc-
cupation forces continue to close border 
crossings and prevent the entry of even 
the most basic necessities.

 UAE to resume Gaza airdrops 

The United Arab Emirates will resume 
aid drops over Gaza at once, its foreign 
minister said yesterday, citing the 
“critical” humanitarian situation in the 
blockaded territory, where aid groups 
have warned of mass starvation.
“The humanitarian situation in Gaza has 
reached a critical and unprecedented 
level,” Emirati Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahyan said in a 
post on X. “We will ensure essential aid 
reaches those most in need, whether 
through land, air or sea. Pages 4, 5

A woman mourns at a funeral of 
Palestinians killed by Israeli fire at 
Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City, yesterday.

The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change (MoECC), represented 
by the Natural Reserves Department and the Marine Protection 
Department, in co-operation with the Aquatic Research Center of the 
Ministry of Municipality and Environment, carried out an environmental 
campaign to release a number of fish into the waters of the Sealine 
Reserve. This initiative is part of a series of steps adopted by the 
ministry as part of its comprehensive plan to conserve and protect 
biodiversity in the marine environment of the reserves. Page 2

Fish released into waters 
of Sealine Reserve WHO renews collaboration with

 HMC tobacco control centre

The World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) has re-
newed the designation of 

the Tobacco Control Center as 
a collaborating centre for treat-
ing tobacco dependence for the 
second consecutive time and for 
a new four year-round ending 
in 2029. This step refl ects the 
leading position for Qatar in its 
eff orts in tobacco control across 
the region. 

This international recogni-
tion, which is one of its kind in 
the Eastern Mediterranean re-
gion, is a confi rmation of the 
leading position of the centre 
across the region, which was ini-
tially designated as a collaborat-
ing centre by the WHO in 2017. 

In her offi  cial letter of des-
ignation, Dr Hanan Belkhy, the 
regional director of WHO in the 
Eastern Mediterranean region, 
praised the eff orts of the Tobac-
co Control Center at HMC and 
its services, which comply with 
best international standards and 
stated that the centre presents a 
model in tobacco cessation. 

Dr Ahmad Mohammad al-
Mulla, director of the Tobacco 
Control Center at HMC, stated: 
“This recognition is a testament 
to the tireless eff orts of our dedi-

cated team, who have spared no 
eff ort in providing comprehen-
sive support to individuals seek-
ing to quit smoking, within Qatar 
and the Eastern Mediterranean 
region, in an eff ort to curb the 
global tobacco epidemic.”

Dr al-Mulla affi  rmed that the 
centre will continue to imple-
ment the terms of its agreement 
with the WHO to deliver tangible 
benefi ts to the community. This 
includes a series of awareness and 
training programmes aligned with 
international health agenda, such 
as raising awareness of the risks 
of tobacco use in all its forms, and 
training healthcare professionals 
to help reduce tobacco use rates 

and promote healthier lifestyles 
in Qatar and the Eastern Mediter-
ranean region.

The centre extended its grati-
tude to Dr Fatima al-Awa, re-
gional adviser for the WHO’s 
Tobacco Free Initiative, and her 
team at the WHO Eastern Medi-
terranean Regional Offi  ce for 
their close collaboration in ex-
ecuting a high-quality joint ac-
tion plan.

Finally, the centre encourages 
those who wish to quit smoking 
to take advantage of its special-
ised tobacco cessation services, 
which include one-on-one con-
sultations as well as behavioural 
and medical treatment options.

Dr Ahmad Mohammad al-Mulla
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Al-Khulaifi meets UK off icial

GSAS certification for veterinary quarantine facilities at Al Ruwais Port,  Hamad Port

Forced labour is punishable 
crime under Qatari law: MoI

QNB facilitates access to 
banking services for elderly, 
people with special needs

Fish released into Sealine 
Reserve to enhance biodiversity

Kahramaa-IAEA workshop on 
groundwater isotope studies

HE the Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Dr Mohammed 
bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi met in London on Friday with UK 
National Security Adviser Jonathan Powell. The meeting discussed 
aspects of bilateral co-operation and ways to enhance and strengthen 
them. The two sides also addressed the latest regional and international 
development, particularly the situation in the Gaza Strip and the occupied 
Palestinian territories. (QNA)

The new veterinary quarantine facilities at 
both Al Ruwais Port and near Hamad Port have 
obtained the Global Sustainability Assessment 
System (GSAS) certification with a three-star 
rating.
This achievement crowns Qatar’s eff orts 
to reinforce environmental sustainability 
practices across its various development 
projects, in line with Qatar National Vision 
2030 and its goals of promoting green 
infrastructure.
This accomplishment reflects the Ministry 
of Municipality’s commitment to applying 
the highest sustainability standards in the 
design, construction, and operation of 
veterinary facilities, ensuring a healthy and 
safe environment while enhancing operational 
eff iciency in accordance with international 
best practices.
The GSAS system is the first integrated 
sustainability assessment system in the 
Middle East and North Africa region. It was 

specifically designed to suit the nature of the 
built environment in the region and the same 
system is used to assess major projects such 
as the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 stadiums 
and Lusail City.
With this rating, the role of veterinary 
quarantine facilities is further strengthened 
in supporting sustainable development goals 
and improving environmental infrastructure 

eff iciency at the national level.
In the meantime, the Ministry of Municipality 
continues its eff orts to enhance the eff iciency 
of veterinary quarantine facilities and expand 
their operational capacity, as part of its 
strategy to develop service infrastructure 
in support of food security and protect the 
community from transboundary animal 
diseases.

By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

Forced and compulsory labour is a pun-
ishable crime under the purview of the 
Qatari law against human traffi  cking. 

While addressing a recent awareness webi-
nar on ‘Services of Anti-Human Traffi  cking 
Section for the Public’, Ft Lt Fahad Jassim al-
Mansouri, offi  cer at the Technical Offi  ce of 
the Criminal Investigation Department at the 
General Directorate of Criminal Investigation, 
said two off enders were punished for forced 
labour in Qatar. 

An individual of Asian nationality, who is 
owner of a barbershop, in co-operation with 
his accountant, recruited three individuals of 
diff erent nationalities to work at the barber-
shop. They were then forcibly made to sign 
promissory notes under the pretext of debt 
acknowledgment compelling them to work 
long hours for minimal pay. Arrest warrants 
were issued by the Public Prosecution, and 
the accused were referred to the judiciary. The 
off enders were sentenced to fi ve years impris-
onment, fi ned QR100,000 each, deported 
from the country, banned from practising 
barbering, and their items were confi scated.

Ft Lt al-Mansouri cited some recent cases 
and legal actions against the off enders during 

the webinar, which was organised by the Pub-
lic Relations Department of the Ministry of 
Interior (MoI) in association with the Crimi-
nal Investigation Department and the Preven-
tive Security Department. 

“Human traffi  cking is considered as one of 
the most heinous crimes committed against 
individuals, due to its severe psychological, 
social, economic and security-related conse-
quences. This is especially true given that the 
victims are often vulnerable groups, driven by 
harsh living and economic conditions to fall 
prey to sexual exploitation (such as women 
and children), forced labour or other forms of 
human traffi  cking,” Ft Lt al-Mansouri said.

He explained the Anti Human Traffi  cking 
section’s main duties and responsibilities that 
include combating human traffi  cking crimes, 
collecting information and receiving reports 
and complaints, gathering evidence and 
conducting investigations to uncover these 
crimes and take the necessary legal measures, 
preparing periodic statistics in co-ordination 
with relevant departments and concerned 
entities, contributing to public awareness on 
human traffi  cking crimes and combating beg-
ging in coordination with the concerned enti-
ties.

The Investigation and Follow-up Branch 
receives reports and complaints related to hu-
man traffi  cking crimes and begging-related 

off ences, gathers evidence and conducts in-
vestigations to identify such crimes. Also, it 
takes necessary actions in accordance with 
the law, follows up on case fi les and complet-
ing required procedures, follows up on cases 
referred to the Public Prosecution and judici-
ary and ensures compliance with judicial de-
cisions.

Common procedures include following up 
on the Public Prosecution’s decisions and en-
suring their implementation. Victims are re-
ferred to the Humanitarian Care Shelter, when 
necessary, in co-ordination with the Labour 
Department. Suspects are detained based on 
orders from the Public Prosecution, and ar-
rangements are made to ensure their and the 
victims’ attendance at investigation and court 
sessions. Upon the conclusion of the case, the 
suspects are referred to the competent author-
ity for sentence execution, and steps are taken 
either to regularise the victims’ status in the 
country or facilitate their departure if they so 
wish. Upon receiving information, a complaint 
or a report indicating a suspected case of hu-
man traffi  cking, it  is verifi ed whether there is 
suspicion or existing evidence confi rming the 
crime of human traffi  cking. Once confi rmed, a 
permanent case is fi led and the victims’ state-
ments are recorded. Evidence is gathered and 
necessary investigations are conducted to ap-
prehend the suspects.

QNB Group has continued to 
attach importance to the 
elderly and people with 

special needs by developing facili-
ties and products to improve their 
access to banking services and en-
able them to perform their fi nan-
cial transactions with the highest 
levels of ease and security. 

QNB has  also launched ini-
tiatives to enable them to unleash 
their potential as partners in de-
velopment. 

Yousef Mahmoud al-Neama, 
group chief business offi  cer, said: 
“At QNB, we are committed to 
facilitating easy and convenient 
access to our banking services 
and products for the elderly and 
people with special needs. We 
have also provided all necessary 
facilities and services through our 
branches and e-channels to off er 
them an exceptional banking ex-
perience.”

Heba al-Tamimi, senior execu-
tive vice-president – QNB Group 
Communications, said: “QNB 
Group relentlessly supports the 
integration of the elderly and peo-
ple with special needs into society, 
believing in their role as partners 
in development and refl ecting our 
commitment to Qatar National 
Vision 2030.”

QNB Group has taken several 
leading steps to support the eld-
erly, the most recent of which was 
the launch of a special pensioner 
loan at the beginning of this year 
with a 0% interest rate and a val-
ue of up to QR300,000 for Qatari 
retirees, in co-operation with the 
General Retirement and Social In-
surance Authority. 

At the level of international 
branches and subsidiaries, the 
group off ers its elderly custom-
ers a range of insurance products 
that meet the specifi c needs of 
this segment. These include the 
Al Rafi q Retirement programme 
from QNB Egypt Life Insurance, 
a savings and investment pack-
age designed to help customers 
achieve fi nancial stability during 
retirement. 

The bank also has successful 
partnerships with several institu-
tions and centres specialising in 
elderly care, such as the Centre for 
Empowerment and Elderly Care. 
The bank has provided transpor-
tation for its employees to provide 

all services to the elderly in their 
homes.

QNB is the fi rst bank in Qatar 
to launch a banking application in 
Braille, a unique initiative under 
the technical supervision and sup-
port of the Arab Federation for the 
Blind. The bank has a fully trained 
team in the use of sign language 
to communicate eff ectively with 
hearing-impaired customers. 

All bank branches have a dedi-
cated entrance to facilitate wheel-
chair access, designated parking 
spaces for people with special 
needs, and signposts for people 
with visual impairments to guide 
them to specifi c paths upon con-
tact. Emergency and evacuation 
exit commensurate with their 
needs are also provided, along 
with priority queuing at branches. 
These special facilities will be ex-
tended to all new and renovated 
branches.

QNB continues to support sev-
eral programmes, including the 
‘Empowering People with Spe-
cial Needs through Small Projects 
Programme’ launched by the De-
partment of the Elderly and Peo-
ple with Special Needs at the Min-
istry of Social Aff airs. 

A part of its strategic partner-
ships in this fi eld, QNB recently 
launched an early intervention 
therapeutic programme within 
its strategic partnership with the 
Qatar Autism Society, to support 
children with autism spectrum 
disorder and their families, ena-
bling them to begin their learning 
and integration journey from an 
early age.

QNB attaches special atten-
tion to people with special needs, 
ensuring their rehabilitation and 
integration into society, given the 
increasing number of graduates of 
rehabilitation programmes enter-
ing the labour market. Since 2012, 
QNB has been one of the fi rst fi -
nancial institutions in the country 
to prioritise the employment of 
this segment and provide job op-
portunities.

The bank has also signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
with the Qatar Society for Rehabil-
itation of Special Needs regarding 
the recruitment of candidates from 
this category, preparing them to 
work in an environment that suits 
their capabilities and potential.

The Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Climate 
Change’s Department of 

Natural Reserves and Depart-
ment of Marine Protection, in 
co-operation with the Aquatic 
Research Centre affi  liated with 
the Ministry of Municipality, 
have carried out an environmen-
tal campaign to release a number 
of fi sh into the waters of the Sea-
line Reserve in the south Qatar.

This vital initiative is part of 
a series of steps adopted by the 
ministry as part of its compre-
hensive plan to preserve and 
protect biodiversity in marine 
environments within reserves. It 
aligns with Qatar National Vision 
2030 for environmental sustain-
ability and its eff orts to ensure 
the sustainability of natural re-
sources for future generations.

Besides, this campaign is one 
of the distinctive initiatives 
aimed at enhancing the local 
fi sh stock, which positively con-

tributes to achieving the desired 
food security. Such fi sh release 
operation was carried out after 
scientifi c studies were made by 
the Aquatic Research Centre to 
ensure the suitability of the nat-
ural environment in the reserve 
for the growth and reproduction 
of the selected species, guaran-
teeing the project’s success and a 
long-term sustainability.

The Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change plays a 

pivotal role in such initiatives 
through its direct supervision of 
implementation by its special-
ised departments. These depart-
ments adopt a clear strategy for 
protecting the marine environ-
ment, including safeguarding 
natural habitats, rehabilitating 
degraded ecosystems, and reduc-
ing human pressures on coasts 
and marine areas.

The Sealine Reserve enjoys 
rich biodiversity and unique en-

vironmental conditions, making 
it an ideal site for such initiatives 
that balance environmental pro-
tection and resource develop-
ment.

Meanwhile, the ministry fur-
ther confi rms its continued 
monitoring and follow-up eff orts 
to measure the impact of the fi sh 
release on the local ecosystem 
and will issue periodic reports 
to ensure maximum benefi t from 
this initiative.

The Qatar General Electric-
ity and Water Corpora-
tion (Kahramaa), in col-

laboration with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
organised a training workshop on 
the principles and applications 
of radioactive and stable isotope 
studies of water.

These methods are considered 
among the most prominent sci-
entifi c techniques worldwide for 
identifying sources and ages of 
groundwater.

In a statement, Kahramaa in-
dicated that co-operation with 
the IAEA began following its 
participation in the fi rst training 
workshop held in Vienna, Aus-
tria, from July 22-26, 2024, with-
in the framework of the IAEA’s 
West Asia regional project.

This was followed by partici-
pation in a second workshop held 

in Oman from Dec 8-12, 2024.
The workshop included hands-

on training under the supervision 
of an IAEA expert on isotope use 
and data analysis. Additionally, 10 
supplementary water samples and 
ten others for groundwater age de-
termination were collected.

The statement affirmed that 

the workshop helped enhance 
understanding of groundwa-
ter cycles by studying recharge 
sources, flow paths, and wa-
ter quality analysis, as well as 
identifying potential sources 
of pollution and developing 
feasible action plans that sup-
port the sustainable manage-

ment of this vital resource.
The workshop also aimed to 

raise awareness among profes-
sionals and specialists about the 
importance of groundwater and 
best practices for its utilisation, 
as well as identifying areas suit-
able for safe use without impact-
ing water reserves.

Kahramaa emphasises the im-
portance of strengthening in-
ternational co-operation with 
specialised agencies and insti-
tutions, believing in the role of 
knowledge exchange, continuous 
awareness of the latest develop-
ments, capacity building, and the 
adoption of best practices in ad-
dressing issues and challenges to 
support eff orts in protecting wa-
ter resources and achieving Qatar 
National Vision 2030 and Kah-
ramaa’s sustainability and water 
security strategy. (QNA)

Kyrgyz Foreign Minister Jeenbek Moldokanovich Kulubayev met 
with Qatar’s ambassador in Bishkek Ali bin Jaber al-Marri. The 
meeting dealt with discussing bilateral co-operation. (QNA)

Kyrgyz FM meets Qatar’s 
ambassador in Bishkek

QNB is committed to facilitating easy and convenient access to 
its banking services and products for the elderly and people with 
special needs.



QATAR
3Gulf Times 

Sunday, July 27, 2025

Qatar’s riders shine at ‘Summer 
Showcase’ equestrian festival

Aspetar drives innovation at 
AFC Medical Conference

Police Academy gets licence to implement Master’s in Security AI programme

Zakat Affairs Dept gives 
QR54.9mn educational aid

QNA
Valkenswaard/The Netherlands

Riders from Qatar national 
equestrian team and Al 
Shaqab Academy contin-

ued to shine on the international 
stage, delivering outstanding per-
formances at the second edition of 
the Summer Showjumping Festi-
val, “Summer Showcase”, held in 
Valkenswaard, the Netherlands.

The event saw a strong Qatari 
presence, with several young and 
junior riders standing out thanks 
to their high-level skills and tech-
nical profi ciency across a range 
of competition categories, from 
60cm to 110cm.

This participation forms part 
of the team’s broader preparation 
plans for the upcoming season, 
aimed at gaining valuable experi-

ence through exposure to elite-
level international competition.

In the 110cm one-star category, 
riders Mohammed Faisal al-Marri 
and Ahmed Ali al-Jaber impressed 
with powerful performances that 
refl ected their strong technical 
readiness.

Fahad Mansour al-Mahmoud 
also stood out in the 110cm round, 
competing with confi dence in a 
highly competitive fi eld.

The 100cm category featured 
notable results from Qatari rid-
ers including Qaqa bin Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani, Abdullah 

Mohammed al-Marri, Sultan Jas-
sim al-Suwaidi, Abdullah Ahmed 
al-Musaifri, Khalid Jassim al-Su-
waidi, Abdullah Ahmed al-Khali-
fi , Yousef Abdulrahman al-Muf-
tah, and Ali Omar al-Ansari. All 
showcased promising technical 
levels, signalling steady progress 

in their training development.
In the 80cm round, Qatari rid-

ers Ghanem Thamer Khalifa al 
Maadadi, Hamad Mohammed 
al-Marri, Salman Faisal al-Marri, 
Issa Abdullah al-Ghanim, and 
Tamim Ghanem al-Maadeed de-
livered confi dent and composed 

performances on the course.
Meanwhile, riders Salman Faisal 

al-Marri and Hessa al-Jaber ex-
celled in the 60cm category, dem-
onstrating remarkable poise and 
control throughout the competi-
tion.

These results refl ect the eff orts 
of Qatar Equestrian and Modern 
Pentathlon Federation, along with 
Al Shaqab Academy, in nurtur-
ing talent and refi ning the skills of 
Qatari riders of all ages through a 
comprehensive development pro-
gramme aimed at building a strong 
foundation for the sport both lo-
cally and internationally.

The participation also under-
scores the Qatari team’s ongo-
ing commitment to competing in 
international events, paving the 
way for further success in the near 
future and solidifying its stature in 
the global equestrian arena.

Aspetar, the offi  cial and 
principal medical part-
ner of the AFC and a close 

collaborator with FIFA, played a 
leading role at 8th Asian Foot-
ball Confederation (AFC) Medi-
cal Conference held in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Aspetar presented innovative 
and advanced insights through a 
distinguished team of 20 sports 
medicine experts led by CEO Dr 
Abdulaziz al-Kuwari and sur-
geon Dr Khalid al-Khelaifi .

During the fi rst day of the 
three-day conference, Aspetar’s 
experts delivered 27 lectures 
and workshops out of the total 
54 scheduled, signifi cantly con-
tributing to the advancement 
of Asian football by sharing the 
latest knowledge and expertise 
in sports medicine. The invalu-
able role played by Aspetar in 
the success of the scientifi c pro-
gramme was notably praised by 
both the AFC general secretary, 
Dato Windsor John, and the 
chairman of the AFC Medical 
Committee, Dr Gursharan singh, 
during their opening addresses.

The opening session was 
chaired by Dr Paul Dijkstra, 
head of education at Aspetar, 

who facilitated discussions on 
future trends and challenges in 
sports medicine. The keynote 
lecture, delivered by Dr Peter 
Duh, medical director of Asp-
etar, focused on “Artifi cial Intel-
ligence: Opening New Horizons 
for Sports Medicine”.

Dr Duh highlighted the trans-
formative role of AI in injury 
prevention, diagnostics, treat-
ment, and athlete performance 
enhancement, with an emphasis 
on machine learning, predictive 
analytics, AI-powered decision-
making algorithms, and the eth-
ical considerations surrounding 
AI applications in sports health-
care.

Aspetar’s contributions ex-
tended to critical areas such as 
rehabilitation and assessment of 
anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) 
injuries. Rehabilitation expert 
Roula Koutsevaki presented the 
latest protocols for post-ACL 
surgery examinations. Dr Mo-
hamed al-Saai, director of the 
Sports Dentistry Department, 
emphasised the importance of 
oral health for athletes and its 
impact on football performance, 
outlining the valuable support 
provided by Aspetar’s dental 
team during competitions.

In addition, specialised ses-
sions on muscle and hamstring 
injuries featured insights from 

experts Rod Whiteley and Dr 
Christian Eirale, the latter serv-
ing as executive director of Asp-
etar’s Sports Medicine Depart-
ment. Dr Enda King, head of 
Elite Performance, reviewed ef-
fective rehabilitation strategies 
for hamstring injuries.

Among the lectures that re-
ceived special attention was 
the presentation by Dr Omar 
al-Sairafi , a sports physician at 
Aspetar, focusing on concussion 
management. Drawing lessons 
from the 2022 FIFA World Cup, 
Dr al-Sairafi  shared practical 
and important guidelines for 
managing head injuries in foot-
ball. 

The Aspetar booth at the 
exhibition, held alongside the 
conference, attracted signifi-
cant interest from attendees 
and participants, reflecting 
widespread recognition of the 
hospital’s outstanding serv-
ices and its strong support for 
sports science and medicine. 
Through its prominent partici-
pation, Aspetar reaffirmed its 
position as a regional leader in 
medical innovation, scientific 
research, and knowledge dis-
semination.

The Police Academy has obtained a licence 
from the Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education (MoEHE) to implement the 
Master’s in Security AI programme. This 
step reflects confidence in the academic 
content and development. 
The Police Academy explained in a post 
on its official account on the X platform 
that this represents a distinguished 
addition to the list of licensed 

programmes at the academy and is in 
line with the vision of the Ministry of 
Interior and the strategic direction of the 
country. 
It indicated that the programme has 
met all approved academic standards, 
contributing to the preparation of highly 
qualified security personnel capable 
of keeping pace with the challenges of 
modern technology and the requirements 

of digital transformation in the security 
field. 
This licence reflects the confidence in the 
academic level provided by the Police 
Academy and enhances its position as an 
academic institution in the country.
According to the Amiri Decree establishing 
it, the Police Academy aims to: prepare 
qualified and scientifically trained 
personnel in legal and police fields, as well 

as other fields required by the Ministry of 
Interior. To prepare researchers in legal 
and police fields and other specialisations 
required by the Ministry through 
specialised higher education programmes. 
To develop specialised curricula and 
methods of education and training, 
keeping pace with the development of 
knowledge related to legal and police work.
The academy also aims to encourage and 

support scientific research and the spirit of 
innovation and creativity to address new 
developments in the field of security and 
legal work.
The academy’s objectives include 
preparing and qualifying police force 
members, working to continuously 
improve their performance, and ensuring 
the quality of the programmes off ered and 
their outcomes.

The Zakat Aff airs Depart-
ment at the Ministry of 
Endowments (Awqaf) 

and Islamic Aff airs provided 
educational assistance totalling 
QR54,944,393 during the 2024-
2025 academic year. A total of 
1,863 students from eligible 
families within Qatar benefi ted 
from the support, which covered 
various educational levels in-
cluding private schools, univer-
sities, and rehabilitation centres 

for persons with disabilities.
Head of the Zakat Disburse-

ment Section Saeed Hadi al-
Marri said that the aid was dis-
tributed over the two academic 
semesters of the current year, 
based on Shariah-compliant 
criteria, regulations, and ap-
proved mechanisms, ensuring 
that support reached eligible 
students offi  cially enrolled in 
their institutions.

He detailed that QR38,122,026 

was allocated to cover fees for 
students in private schools and 
disability rehabilitation centres, 
while QR16,822,367 was dedi-
cated to supporting and cover-
ing the expenses of university 
students within Qatar.

Al-Marri emphasised that the 
tuition assistance project is one 
of the department’s most im-
portant social initiatives, given 
its role in supporting the edu-
cational journey of underprivi-

leged students and enabling 
them to continue their studies 
and become active members of 
society.

He concluded by stating that 
Zakat is a cornerstone of social 
solidarity and contributes to 
family and developmental sta-
bility, noting that the depart-
ment continues to receive Zakat 
funds from contributors year-
round through various conven-
ient channels. (QNA)

QIB expands mobile QIB expands mobile 
app features to enhance app features to enhance 
customer experiencecustomer experience
Qatar Islamic Bank (QIB) has 
introduced a series of new features 
to its award-winning mobile app 
and the QIB Lite App, further 
strengthening its digital off ering 
and enhancing access to essential 
financial services for all customers.
QIB has enhanced its ‘Instant 
Credit Card’ feature by extending 
it to all eligible customers without 
requiring a salary transfer to QIB. 
The feature enables non-salaried 
customers to instantly apply for 
and receive a credit card via the 
QIB Mobile App, backed by a lien, 
a temporary hold, on a deposit 
or account balance. This update 
simplifies access to credit and off ers 
customers greater flexibility and 
control over their finances.
Additionally, QIB has expanded 
its ‘Instant Cash Pickup’ service 
to include Pakistan through 
direct API integration with Habib 
Bank Limited (HBL) via both QIB 
Mobile App and QIB Lite App. The 
cash pickup service enables QIB 
customers to send money securely 
to beneficiaries in Pakistan, who 
can collect the cash instantly from 
any participating HBL branch. The 
new corridor builds on the existing 
cash pickup network covering 
Jordan, Egypt, and the Philippines, 
off ering valuable remittance 
options to Qatar’s expatriate 
communities.
Among the newly introduced 
services, the ‘Salary Advance’ 
feature is now available for eligible 
low-income earners (WPS) through 
the QIB Mobile App, as well. 
Customers can instantly access up 
to 80% of their net salary in just a 
few steps. The service off ers a one-
time settlement in the following 

month and a fixed monthly profit 
rate of only 1%, making it a simple, 
fast, and aff ordable solution for 
customers needing short-term 
liquidity. The service is now 
available on both QIB Mobile App 
and QIB Lite App.
D Anand, QIB General Manager 
– Personal Banking Group, said: 
“These new features reflect our 
ongoing eff orts to build a more 
inclusive and responsive digital 
banking ecosystem. By listening to 
our customers and understanding 
their needs, we are continuously 
delivering solutions that improve 
financial access, convenience, and 
control. 
“Whether it is helping customers 
bridge short-term expenses, access 
credit instantly, or support families 
abroad, QIB remains committed to 
customer-centric innovation. The 
continuous releases of new features 
are a testament to our promise to 
always expect more from QIB.”
With over 320 features and an 
enhanced user interface, the 
QIB Mobile App has become the 
preferred banking channel for 
QIB customers. The app off ers 
customers full control over their 
accounts, cards, financing, and 
transactions, and enables them to 
fulfil all their banking requirements 
remotely. Customers can also open 
new accounts, apply for financing 
or credit cards, and book deposits 
instantly and securely.
Available on the App Store, Google 
Play, and Huawei AppGallery, 
customers can download the QIB 
Mobile App and self-register using 
their QID and PIN.
For more information, visit www.qib.
com.qa
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Britain spearheads calls 
for airdrops as Gaza 
hunger crisis deepens
AFP 
Gaza City 

International pressure was mounting 
yesterday for alternative ways to be 
found to deliver food to hungry Pal-

estinian civilians in Gaza, with Britain 
vowing to back airdrops.

The UK decision to support the plans 
of regional partners Jordan and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates came as pro-Palestini-
an activists piloted a symbolic aid vessel 
towards the shores of Gaza in defi ance of 
an Israeli naval blockade.

On the ground, the territory’s civil de-
fence agency said at least 40 more Pales-
tinians had been killed in Israeli military 
strikes and shootings.

Humanitarian chiefs are deeply scep-
tical that airdrops can deliver enough 
food to tackle the deepening hunger cri-
sis facing Gaza’s more than 2mn inhab-
itants and are instead demanding that 
Israel allow more overland convoys.

But British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer backed the idea, vowing to work 
with Jordan to restart airdrops - and 
with France and Germany to develop a 
plan for a lasting ceasefi re.

An Israeli offi  cial told AFP on Fri-
day that airdrops in Gaza would resume 
soon, adding they would be conducted 
by the United Arab Emirates and Jordan.

Starmer’s offi  ce said that in a call with 
his French and German counterparts, 
the “prime minister set out how the UK 
will also be taking forward plans to work 
with partners such as Jordan to airdrop 
aid and evacuate children requiring 
medical assistance”.

The United Arab Emirates said it 

would resume airdrops “immediately”.
“The humanitarian situation in Gaza 

has reached a critical and unprecedented 
level,” Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Zayed al-Nahyan said in a post on X. 
“Air drops are resuming once more, im-
mediately.” 

A number of Western and Arab gov-
ernments carried out air drops in Gaza 
in 2024, at a time when aid deliveries by 
land also faced Israeli restrictions, but 
many in the humanitarian community 
consider them ineff ective.

Israel imposed a total blockade on the 
entry of aid into Gaza on March 2 after 
talks to extend a ceasefi re in the now 
21-month-old confl ict broke down. In 
late May, it began to allow a trickle of aid 
to enter.

Israel’s military insists it does not 
limit the number of trucks going into the 
Gaza Strip, and alleges that UN agencies 

and relief groups are not collecting the 
aid once it is inside the territory.

But humanitarian organisations ac-
cuse the Israeli army of imposing exces-
sive restrictions, while tightly control-
ling road access within Gaza.

A separate aid operation is under way 
through the Israeli and US-backed Gaza 
Humanitarian Foundation, but has faced 
fi erce international criticism after Israeli 
fi re killed hundreds of Palestinians near 
distribution points.

Yesterday, pro-Palestinian activ-
ist group Freedom Flotilla said its latest 
aid boat, the Handala, was approaching 
Gaza and had already got closer than its 
previous vessel, the Madleen, which was 
intercepted and boarded by Israeli forces 
last month. The Israeli military said it 
was monitoring the situation and was 
prepared to enforce what it called its “le-
gal maritime security blockade”.

Women and children hold up signs as they attend a silent march against war and hunger in the Mawasi area in the east of Khan 
Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip, yesterday.

UNRWA chief says Gaza 
aid airdrops will 
not stop ‘starvation’
AFP
Jerusalem

The head of the UN agency for Pales-
tinian refugees said yesterday that 
planned airdrops of aid into the Gaza 

Strip would not solve severe food shortages 
caused by months of restrictions on the 
entry of supplies.

“Airdrops will not reverse the deepening 
starvation. They are expensive, ineffi  cient 
& can even kill starving civilians,” UNRWA 
chief Philippe Lazzarini wrote on X, calling 
the wave of hunger aff ecting Gaza “man-
made”. An Israeli offi  cial told AFP on Friday 
that aid drops in Gaza would resume soon, 
adding they would be conducted by the 
United Arab Emirates and Jordan.

The humanitarian situation in the Pal-
estinian territory has gravely deteriorated 
in recent days, with international NGOs 
warning of soaring malnutrition among 
children. “Lift the siege, open the gates & 
guarantee safe movements + dignifi ed ac-
cess to people in need,” Lazzarini said, re-

ferring to the various entry points under 
Israeli control that regulate access into 
Gaza. Israel imposed a total blockade on the 
entry of aid into Gaza on March 2 after talks 
to extend a ceasefi re broke down. It began 
to allow a trickle of aid to enter again in late 
May. The UN and NGOs on the ground have 
decried the severe scarcity facing Gaza’s 
2.4mn people, with shortages of food, 
clean water, medicine and fuel.

Israel’s military said Friday that the 
country did “not limit the number of 
trucks going into the Gaza Strip”, and that 
humanitarian organisations and the UN 
were not collecting the aid once it was in-
side the territory.

Humanitarian organisations accuse the 
Israeli army of imposing excessive restric-
tions on the goods allowed into Gaza and 
on the routes made available to transport 
the aid to distribution points.

The United Arab Emirates, Jordan, 
France and other countries carried out 
airdrops in Gaza in 2024, at a time when 
the transport of aid on land routes also 
faced restrictions.

Displaced Palestinians at the Nuseirat refugee camp haul food parcels and other 
items they managed to get from a GHF aid distribution point at the so-called 
“Netzarim corridor” in the central Gaza Strip, yesterday.

Gunmen storm 
Iran courthouse, 
killing six: judiciary

Gunmen stormed a courthouse 

in southeastern Iran yesterday, 

killing at least six people, includ-

ing three law enforcement 

personnel, the judiciary said, 

AFP reported from Tehran.

At least 22 people were also 

wounded, most of them civil-

ians, said provincial chief justice 

Ali Movahedi-Rad, cited by the 

judiciary’s Mizan Online news 

outlet. Mizan reported that 

the number of dead from the 

“terrorist attack” in the city of 

Zahedan had risen to six, revis-

ing an earlier toll of five.

The three attackers had been 

wearing explosive vests 

and had tried to enter the 

building disguised as visitors, 

Movahedi-Rad said. All three 

“have been killed according to 

the announcement of the Quds 

Headquarters of the Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps” 

(IRGC), he added. The dead 

included three law enforcement 

members who were protecting 

the courthouse. Alireza Daliri, 

deputy police commander of 

Sistan-Baluchistan province, 

said the assailants threw a 

grenade into the building. Ira-

nian media said the attack was 

claimed by Jaish al-Adl, a Baloch 

militant group based in Pakistan 

but active in Iran whose name is 

Arabic for “Army of Justice”.

Located about 1,200 kilometres 

southeast of the capital Tehran, 

restive Sistan-Baluchistan prov-

ince shares a long border with 

Pakistan and Afghanistan.

This province hosts a significant 

population from the Baloch 

ethnic minority.
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Three dead in Israel strike on south Lebanon
AFP 
Beirut 

The Lebanese health minis-
try said three people were 
killed in Israeli strikes on 

the south yesterday despite a 

ceasefi re, as the Israeli military 
said one of them targeted a Hez-
bollah fi ghter.

“The Israeli enemy drone strike 
that targeted a vehicle” in Tyre 
district “killed one person”, a min-
istry statement said.

The Israeli military said that it 

“struck and eliminated” a Hez-
bollah commander who was “in-
volved in eff orts to rehabilitate the 
fi ghter organisation in the area of 
Bint Jbeil” near the border.

It did not specify where the 
strike took place.

The Lebanese health ministry 

later reported that another Israeli 
strike in Tyre district, on the town 
of Debaal, killed two people. The 
state-run National News Agency 
reported that it targeted a house.

Israel has kept up its strikes 
on Lebanon despite a November 
ceasefi re that sought to end over a 

year of hostilities with Hezbollah 
including two months of all-out 
war.

It has warned it will continue 
to strike until the fighter group 
has been disarmed.Under the 
truce, Hezbollah was to with-
draw its fighters north of the 

Litani river, about 30 kilometres 
from the Israeli border, leav-
ing the Lebanese army and UN 
peacekeepers as the only armed 
parties in the region. Israel was 
to withdraw all its troops from 
Lebanon but has kept them in 
five areas it deems strategic.

Gaza running out of 
specialised food to save 
malnourished children
Reuters 
Geneva/Jerusalem 

Gaza is on the brink of run-
ning out of the specialised 
therapeutic food needed 

to save the lives of severely mal-
nourished children, UN and hu-
manitarian agencies say.

“We are now facing a dire situ-
ation, that we are running out of 
therapeutic supplies,” said Salim 
Oweis, a spokesperson for Unicef 
in Amman, Jordan told Reuters, 
saying supplies of Ready-to-
Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF), a 
crucial treatment, would be de-
pleted by mid-August if nothing 
changed.

“That’s really dangerous for 
children as they face hunger and 
malnutrition at the moment,” he 
added.

Oweis said Unicef had only 
enough RUTF left to treat 3,000 
children. In the fi rst two weeks of 
July alone, Unicef treated 5,000 
children facing acute malnutri-
tion in Gaza.

Nutrient-dense, high-calorie 
RUTF supplies, such as high-
energy biscuits and peanut paste 
enriched with milk powder, are 
critical for treating severe malnu-
trition.

“Most malnutrition treatment 
supplies have been consumed 
and what is left at facilities will 
run out very soon if not replen-
ished,” a World Health Organisa-

tion (WHO) spokesperson said on 
Thursday.

The WHO said that a pro-
gramme in Gaza that was aiming 
to prevent malnutrition among 
the most vulnerable, including 
pregnant women and children 
under fi ve, may have to stop work 
as it is running out of the nutri-
tional supplements.

Gaza’s food stocks have been 
running out since Israel, at war 
with Palestinian Hamas group 

since October 2023, cut off  all 
supplies to the territory in March, 
lifting that blockade in May but 
with restrictions that it says are 
needed to prevent aid being di-
verted to fi ghter groups.

As a result, international aid 
agencies say that only a trickle of 
what is needed, including medi-
cine, is currently reaching people 
in Gaza.

Israel says it is committed to 
allowing in aid but must control 

it to prevent it from being di-
verted by fi ghters. It says it has 
let enough food into Gaza during 
the war and blames Hamas for the 
suff ering of Gaza’s 2.2mn people.

COGAT, the Israeli military 
aid co-ordination agency, in re-
sponse to e-mailed questions on 
RUTF supplies said it was work-
ing with international organisa-
tions to improve the distribution 
of aid from the crossings where 
hundreds of aid trucks were wait-
ing.

Save the Children, which runs 
a clinic that has treated spiking 
numbers of malnourished chil-
dren in central Gaza, said it had 
not been able to bring in its own 
supplies since February and was 
relying on UN deliveries.

“If they’re going to run out, 
that’s also going to aff ect Unicef 
partners and other organisations 
that rely on their supplies to pro-
vide that for children,” said Alex-
andra Saieh, Global Head of Hu-
manitarian Policy and Advocacy 
at Save the Children.

Unicef said that from April to 
mid-July, 20,504 children were 
admitted with acute malnutri-
tion. Of those patients, 3,247 
were suff ering from severe acute 
malnutrition, nearly triple the 
number in the fi rst three months 
of the year. Severe acute malnu-
trition can lead to death, and to 
long-term physical and mental 
developmental health problems 
in children who survive.

Lebanon mourns 
musician and 
composer Rahbani
AFP
Beirut

Lebanon mourned musician 
and composer Ziad Rahbani, 
son of iconic singer Fairuz 

and a musical pioneer in his own 
right, who died yesterday aged 69 
after a decades-long career that 
revolutionised the country’s artis-
tic scene.

Tributes poured in for Rahbani, 
also a playwright and considered 
the enfant terrible of Lebanese 
music, who left a huge mark on 
multiple generations with his of-
ten satirical plays and songs that 
for many refl ected a deep under-
standing of Lebanon’s political 
and economic reality.

“On Saturday at 9:00am (0600 
GMT), the heart of the great artist 
and creator Ziad Rahbani stopped 
beating,” said a statement from the 
Beirut hospital where he was being 
treated. He had suff ered ill-health 
in recent years that also impacted 
his artistic activity. His funeral is 
to be held tomorrow at 4:00pm at 
a church in Bikfaya outside Bei-
rut, according to a notice from 
the family. Rebellious and vision-
ary, Rahbani’s work foreshad-
owed Lebanon’s civil war before it 
erupted in 1975, and later refl ected 
the confl ict and the harsh realities 
of the ensuing economic crisis.

His fame extended to the rest of 
the Arab world and beyond.

One of his most famous thea-
tre pieces, Film Ameriki Tawil, 
or The American Motion Picture, 
was a satirical depiction of Leba-
non during the civil war, set in an 
asylum populated with characters 
who represented diff erent facets 
of society. Lebanese President 
Joseph Aoun said in a statement 
that Rahbani was “a voice that re-
belled against injustice, an honest 
mirror for the oppressed and mar-
ginalised”.

Culture Minister Ghassan 
Salame wrote on X that “we 
dreaded this day as we knew his 
health was worsening and that his 
desire for treatment was dwin-
dling”. Rahbani was the son of 
Arab musical icon Fairuz, who 

turned 90 last year, and the late 
Lebanese composer Assi Rahbani, 
who along with his brother Man-
sour modernised Arab music by 
blending Western, Russian and 
Latin American sounds with East-
ern rhythms. Already adored by 
older generations, Fairuz became 
a youth idol when her son began 
composing jazz-infl uenced songs 
for her, calling the result “Oriental 
jazz”.

While Fairuz transcended Leb-
anon’s deep sectarian divides, her 
son was fi ercely left-wing, secular 
and a supporter of the Palestin-
ian cause — but was also beloved 
by many on the opposite side of 
the political spectrum. He spent 
his life decrying the divisions that 
brought ruin upon his country.

In 2018, he performed at Leba-
non’s annual Beiteddine festival 
with a musical showcase of his and 
his family’s decades of work - one 
of his last major onstage appear-
ances.

Prime Minister Nawaf Salam said 
“Lebanon has lost an exceptional 
artist and creative, a free voice 
who stayed faithful to the values of 
justice and dignity”, and who said 
“what many don’t dare to say”. Leb-
anese actress Carmen Lebbos, his 
former partner, wrote on X: “I feel 
like everything has gone. I feel like 
Lebanon has become empty.”

Lebanese journalist Doha 
Shams, who knew Rahbani for 
three decades, told AFP that “Ziad 
was our conscience, the con-
science of Lebanese society, and 
the person who understood Leba-
nese society the most —and knew 
where it was going”.

Egypt grand museum delay 
puts tourism hopes on hold
AFP 
Cairo 

In the shadow of the Grand 
Egyptian Museum, souvenir 
shop owner Mona has been 

readying for the tourist boom she 
hoped the long-awaited opening 
would bring — now once again out 
of reach.

“I had bet everything on this 
opening,” she told AFP from her 
shop, just steps from the icon-
ic pyramids of Giza, which the 
much-anticipated museum over-
looks.

Originally scheduled to fully 
open this month, the museum was 
expected to attract up to 5mn visi-
tors annually, fuelling optimism 
across Cairo’s battered tourism 
sector.

“We planned our entire sum-
mer and fall packages around the 
museum opening,” said Nadine 
Ahmed, a 28-year-old agent with 
Time Travel tours.

“But with group cancellations, 
refunds and route changes, we’ve 
lost tens of thousands of dol-
lars.” Though parts of the museum 
have been open for months, the 
main draw — the treasures of Tu-
tankhamun — will remain under 
wraps until the offi  cial launch.

Less than three weeks before its 
July 3 opening, the government 
announced another delay, this 
time pushing the landmark event 
to the fi nal quarter of the year.

Prime Minister Mostafa Mad-
bouly cited regional security con-
cerns and the desire to host an 

event of “global scale”.
The vast museum, two decades 

in the making, has faced repeated 
delays — from political upheaval 
and economic crises to the Cov-
id-19 pandemic.

Ahead of the expected launch, 
Mona, who asked to be identifi ed 
by her fi rst name only, took out 
a loan to renovate her store and 
stock up on goods inspired by the 
museum’s collection.

A few streets away, Mohamed 
Mamdouh Khattab, 38, prepared 
months in advance, hiring and 
training extra staff  and expanding 
his inventory. “The opening of the 
museum is a key milestone,” said 
Khattab, who owns a sprawling 
bazaar of handcrafted jewellery 
and ancient replicas.

“It’s a project that should have 
been launched a long time ago,” 
said the vendor, whose family 
has been in the industry since the 
1970s. Tourism accounts for about 

10% of Egypt’s workforce, but the 
sector has struggled — from the 
fallout of the 2011 Arab Spring to 
militant attacks and the Covid 
shutdown.

Still, signs of recovery have 
emerged: Egypt welcomed 3.9mn 
tourists in the fi rst quarter of 2025, 
up 25% from the same period last 
year — itself a record.

At a Giza papyrus workshop, 
30-year-old tour guide Sara 
Mahmoud hopes the opening 
will revive visitor numbers.

“Big openings have brought a 
lot of tourism to Egypt before,” 
she said, pointing to the 2021 
Pharaohs’ Golden Parade and the 
reopening of the Avenue of the 
Sphinxes.

“These events get people ex-
cited — we saw the crowds com-
ing in.” Such momentum could 
make a real difference, said Ragui 
Assaad, an economist at the 
University of Minnesota.

File photo shows visitors touring the Grand Egyptian Museum in Giza on 
the southwestern outskirts of the capital Cairo.

File photo of  Lebanese pianist, 
composer and playwright Ziad 
Rahbani performing during the 
Beirut Holidays 2019 Festival.

Hidaya, a 31-year-old Palestinian mother, carries her sick 18-month-
old son Mohammed al-Mutawaq, who is also displaying signs of 
malnutrition, inside their tent at the Al-Shati refugee camp, west of 
Gaza City.

Libya detains 1,500 undocumented 
migrant workers in raid near Tripoli
AFP 
Tripoli 

Libyan authorities detained yesterday some 
1,500 undocumented migrant workers in a 
raid on a neighbourhood housing them east of 

the capital Tripoli, an AFP reporter saw.
“Saturday’s inspections uncovered housing units 

where undocumented foreign workers were liv-
ing,” Libyan labour minister Ali al-Abed, who was 
present during the raid, told reporters.

“These workers, of various nationalities, had no 
residency permits, no offi  cial passports, and not 
even health records.” 

Libya has been gripped by confl ict since the 2011 
overthrow and killing of longtime ruler Muammar 
Gaddafi  in a Nato-backed uprising.

Sudanese coalition led by RSF announces parallel govt

Reuters 
Khartoum 

A Sudanese coalition led by the paramili-
tary Rapid Support Forces announced 
yesterday the members of a parallel 

government, a move opposed by the army, its 

rival in a 27-month war that could drive the 
country further towards partition.

RSF leader General Mohamed Hamdan Daga-
lo was announced head of the presidential coun-
cil, while Abdel Aziz al-Hilu, head of the SPLM-
N, one of the country’s largest rebel groups, was 
made his deputy on a 15-member council. Mo-
hamed Hassan al-Taishi, a civilian politician, 

was named prime minister, and regional gover-
nors were announced in a press conference from 
Nyala, the largest city in the Darfur region which 
the RSF controls most of. The Sudanese army 
has pushed the paramilitaries out of the centre 
of the country, while deadly fi ghting rages over 
the centrewest Kordofan region and Darfur’s 
traditional capital of Al-Fashir.



African armies turn to drones with devastating civilian impact
AFP 
Paris 

The Easter period usually of-
fers a rare respite in Gedeb, 
in Ethiopia’s deeply trou-

bled north, but on April 17 death 
rained from the skies in this sleepy 
town caught up in a war between 
rebels and the army.

On this important holiday for 
Ethiopian Orthodox and Protes-
tant Christians, many families had 
gathered in the morning to repair 
the local primary school.

But out of the blue, shortly 
before 11:00am (1400 GMT), “a 
drone fi red on the crowd and pul-
verised many people right in front 
of my eyes”, a resident told AFP.

Ethiopia and many other Afri-
can nations are increasingly turn-
ing to drones as a low-cost means 
of waging war, often with mixed 
military results but devastating 
consequences for civilian popula-
tions.

Last year, Ethiopia carried out 
a total of 54 drone strikes, com-
pared to 62 attacks in Mali, 82 in 
Burkina Faso and 266 in Sudan, 
according to data collected by the 
Armed Confl ict Location & Event 
Data Project (ACLED), a US-based 
monitor.

According to one of two Gedeb 
residents contacted by AFP, the 
strike killed “at least” 50 people, 
and according to the second, more 
than 100 - a fi gure corroborated by 
several local media outlets.

It is one of the deadliest in a 
series of drone attacks since the 
confl ict began in August 2023, 
pitting the Ethiopian army against 
the Fano, the traditional “self-
defence” militias of the Amhara 
ethnic group.

A shoe seller at the scene, whose 
nephew was killed instantly, also 
blamed an armed drone that con-
tinued to “hover in the air” some 
20 minutes after the strike.

“The sight was horrifi c: there 
were heads, torsos and limbs fl y-
ing everywhere and seriously in-
jured people screaming in pain,” 
he recalled.

Ethiopian authorities have not 
released any information about 
this attack in Amhara, where the 
security situation makes some 
areas very diffi  cult to access and 
communications are subject to 
signifi cant restrictions.

The Ethiopian army’s use of 
drones, which began during the 
bloody Tigray War (2020-2022), 

has since spread to the Amhara 
and Oromia regions amid multiple 
insurgencies.

In the Amhara region alone, 
now the hardest-hit, at least 669 
people have been killed in more 
than 70 drone strikes since 2023, 
according to ACLED data analysed 
by AFP.

LOW COST 
Remotely piloted aircraft used 

for reconnaissance and strikes —
low-cost technologies now ubiq-
uitous in current confl icts and 
particularly in Ukraine — are gen-
erating massive interest in Africa.

Some 30 African governments 
have acquired drones, according 
to data cross-referenced by AFP 
from the International Institute 
for Strategic Studies (IISS) “Mili-
tary Balance” and the Center for 
a New American Security’s Drone 
Proliferation Dataset.

For decades, wars in Africa had 
been fought on land, conducted 
primarily by light and mobile in-
fantry units.

“Drones off er sub-Saharan Af-
rican militaries more aff ordable 
and fl exible access to air power, 
which has been out of reach until 
now due to its cost and operational 
complexity,” said Djenabou Cisse, 
a west African security special-
ist at the Foundation for Strategic 
Research.

Countries like China, Turkiye 
and Iran have the advantage of 
selling drones “without attaching 
any political conditionality”, she 
added.

Among African military com-
mands, the most popular is un-
doubtedly the Turkish Bayraktar 
TB2 drone, which, along with its 
big brother, the Akinci, has de-
throned the Chinese Wing Loong 
in recent years.

The TB2 made a notable ap-
pearance in 2019 in Libya, the fi rst 
African theatre of drone warfare, 
between the Ankara-backed Gov-
ernment of National Accord and 
its eastern rival, Marshal Haftar, 
equipped with Chinese weapons 
supplied by the United Arab Emir-
ates.

The following year, its deploy-
ment in the Karabakh region dur-
ing the confl ict between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan, and then in 
Ukraine starting in 2022, boosted 
its popularity.

Orders soared and waiting lists 
grew. While contract details are 
kept secret, experts consulted by 
AFP estimate that a “system” of 
three drones costs nearly $6mn - 
signifi cantly less than the several 
tens of millions for a fi ghter jet or 
combat helicopter.

This off sets its rather average 
performance, with a range limited 

to 150 kilometres. The TB2 is pro-
duced by private company Baykar.

It “is now an integral part of 
Turkiye’s foreign policy, whose 
strategy is to export its military 
products worldwide,” said Batu 
Coskun, a researcher at the Sediq 
Institute in Tripoli.

The growing footprint of Turk-
ish drones in Africa is partly due 
to the fact that unlike the West, 
Ankara is free from the cumber-
some export control procedures 
for military equipment.

After severing ties with former 
colonial ruler France, the mili-
tary regimes of Mali, Burkina Faso 
and Niger have turned to Turkish 
drones to attack militant fi ghters 
as well as separatists.

In December last year, the Ma-
lian army eliminated a leader and 
several members of the Azawad 
Liberation Front (FLA), a pro-in-
dependence coalition, in a drone 
attack.

In November 2023, drones 
played a decisive role in the recap-
ture of the northern Malian city of 
Kidal from predominantly Tuareg 
rebels.

A senior Malian offi  cer praised 
the “discretion” of Turkish mili-
tary co-operation.

“When you pay for military 
equipment in the West, it has to 
go through political agreements, 

negotiations,” he said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity.

“With Turkiye, we have a speed 
that we don’t have elsewhere, 
not even in Russia or China,” two 
countries that also supply military 
equipment, he added.

According to a young Malian 
surveillance drone pilot, who also 
wished to remain anonymous, the 
Turkish aircraft “are easy to pilot, 
which means we don’t need a long 
training period”.

In Chad, four Turkish drones 
have replaced French fi ghter jets 
at the forward bases they occu-
pied until N’Djamena ended its 
military co-operation agreements 
with France at the end of 2024.

The latter had repeatedly pro-
vided air support to help the 
Chadian government halt the ad-
vance of rebels threatening the 
capital.

The capital N’Djamena is 
equipped with only fi ve Russian 
Sukhoi aircraft and as many age-
ing Mi-24 helicopters.

Contrary to Franco-Chadian 
relations, “there is no military 
co-operation agreement (between 
N’Djamena and Ankara) but a 
trade agreement that allows us 
to acquire military equipment”, a 
Chadian offi  cer said.

Turks are present to provide 
technical assistance and the 
former French bases are “entirely 
in the hands of the Chadian mili-
tary”, the same source added.

This fl exible co-operation on 
drones clearly illustrates the desire 
of some African leaders to “assert 
their sovereignty and greater stra-
tegic autonomy,” said researcher 
Djenabou Cisse.

‘EXTREME FEAR’ 
On the ground, however, the 

tactical and strategic gains from 
the use of drones do not always 
materialise, several experts said.

“Drones alone cannot defeat 
an adversary,” Cisse said, adding: 
“We saw this in Libya, where both 

sides had sophisticated drones, 
and more recently in Sudan, where 
each side uses drones, but with 
very unequal capabilities.” 

“Not only have these coun-
tries failed to fully stabilise but 
confl icts have often become en-
trenched or even escalated,” the 
researcher added.

Drones are proving especially 
decisive in open terrain, when the 
enemy is unable to disperse and 
hide as is the case with militants in 
the Sahel, according to a detailed 
study by the German Institute for 
International and Security Aff airs 
(SWP).

In Ethiopia, they helped turn 
the tide of the confl ict in Tigray at 
a key moment, giving a decisive 
advantage to federal forces with-
out, however, securing a defi nitive 
victory. In the summer of 2021, a 
large column of Tigray rebel forces, 
which reached within 200 kilome-
tres of Addis Ababa and threatened 
to seize the capital, was stopped by 
the arsenal of drones deployed by 
the government.

Analysis of satellite images by 
Dutch peace organisation PAX at 
several Ethiopian air bases con-
fi rmed the presence of TB2s and, 
more recently, the Akinci, as well 
as Chinese Wing Loongs and Ira-
nian Mohajer-6s.

These drones have “signifi cant-
ly increased the Ethiopian army’s 
intelligence, surveillance and re-
connaissance capabilities, as they 
can prowl for nearly 24 hours, 
track enemy movements, identify 
their positions, provide targeting 
information or directly strike tar-
gets,” Wim Zwijnenburg, a drone 
specialist for PAX, told AFP.

While the fi ghting subsequently 
focused primarily on Tigray, it 
continued into 2022 and high ten-
sions remain in the region despite 
the conclusion of a fragile peace 
agreement, while other hotbeds of 
violent insurrection have spread 
to Amhara and Oromia.

Murder of South African 
DJ exposes nexus 
between crime and power
AFP 
Johannesburg 

On a quiet November night 
in 2022, DJ Sumbody - a 
rising star in South Af-

rica’s music scene - was gunned 
down in a hail of bullets while 
heading home.

Then in April 2024, engineer 
Armand Swart was executed 
in a similar shooting after his 
company fl agged a suspicious 
government tender in which 
prices had been infl ated by over 
4,500%.

But dramatic arrests this week 
are tying those murders and 
many more together, exposing a 
murky underworld where crimi-
nals consort with political big-
wigs for lucrative state tenders.

The arrests came after explo-
sive allegations by a senior police 
chief who accused the force and 
South Africa’s police minister of 
a cover-up.

Deep-rooted procurement 
corruption has seeped through 
every level of government for 
decades, security researcher 
David Bruce told AFP.

“The whole issue of killings 
of whistleblowers and assas-
sinations generally is massively 
interlinked with that issue,” said 
Bruce, a consultant with the In-
stitute for Security Studies.

Among those arrested this 
week are a former Johannesburg 
police offi  cer at the time of DJ 
Sumbody’s murder, as well as the 
prime suspect, a businessman 
named Katiso Molefe.

British media have reported 
that a South African man of 
Molefe’s same name and age was 
sentenced to four years in prison 
in the United Kingdom in 2003 
for drug traffi  cking.

Two other men, already in 
custody for the 2023 attempted 
murder of former reality TV 
star turned infl uencer Tebogo 

Thobejane, are also believed to 
have played a role. It doesn’t end 
there.

During the raid on Monday, 
police found prominent Jo-
hannesburg politician, Kenny 
Kunene, at Molefe’s home.

Kunene, a Johannesburg city 
council member, has since been 
suspended by his party leader, 
Sports Minister Gayton McKen-
zie, though police have not for-
mally implicated him.

Kunene denied any wrongdo-
ing, saying he was merely trying 
to assist a journalist seeking to 
interview Molefe.

‘TENDERPRENEURS’ 
At the centre of the widening 

web is businessman Vusimuzi 
‘Cat’ Matlala, described locally 
as a “tenderpreneur”, a term re-
ferring to individuals who have 
made fortunes through govern-
ment contracts.

Also the head of private secu-
rity fi rm, Matlala was arrested 
in May in connection with the 
2023 attempt on his ex-partner 
Thobejane’s life.

Thobejane, famous for her role 
in the long-running local soap 
opera Muvhango, earlier this 
month denied having “snitched” 
on Matlala.

“I am a victim,” she told local 
newspaper News24.

In 2024, Matlala secured a 
$20mn contract with the na-
tional police - now cancelled 
- despite being implicated in a 
$125mn public hospital embez-
zlement scandal.

The Tembisa hospital case 
cost whistleblower Babita De-
okaran her life in 2021, when she 
was shot nine times outside her 
home. 

No arrests have been made 
in Deokaran’s killing, refl ecting 
the impunity that reigns with 
only 11% of murders solved, ac-
cording to 2024 police statistics. 
“All these three cases are linked 
somehow,” police spokeswoman 

Athlenda Mathe said, referring to 
DJ Sumbody, Swart and Thobe-
jane.Four weapons, including the 
AK-47 rifl e used to kill DJ Sum-
body, have been linked through 
ballistics to at least 10 high-pro-
fi le cases, she added.

POLICE MINISTER 
ACCUSED 

The implications run deep. 
KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Com-
missioner Lieutenant General 
Nhlanhla Mkhwanazi last month 
accused colleagues and Police 
Minister Senzo Mchunu of bury-
ing investigations targeting Mat-
lala.

In a bombshell televised press 
conference, fl anked by armed se-
curity forces, Mkhwanazi alleged 
Mchunu had received payments 
from a corruption suspect and 
accused prosecutors of delaying 
justice.

“We do hope that pretty soon 
we might fi nd some changes with 
good dedicated prosecutors and 
we might see arrests happen-
ing,” he said, adding that cases 
of murdered artists would fi nally 
“come to the fore”.

President Cyril Ramaphosa 
has since suspended Mchunu 
and announced a judicial inquiry 
into the allegations. But there 
has been no tangible action.

South Africa faces one of the 
world’s highest murder rates, 
averaging more than 75 killings 
a day. 

Politically motivated contract 
killings have surged 108% over 
the past decade, according to a 
2024 report by the Global Initia-
tive Against Transnational Or-
ganised Crime.

Studies show hiring a con-
tract killer can cost as little as 
$145 in the country all too ac-
customed to violence. “It’s 
easier to silence someone with 
a bullet than contend with an 
investigation,” said Chad Tho-
mas, head of private investiga-
tion company IRS Forensic.

CAR’s Touadera reveals 
bid for third term
Reuters
Bangui

Central African Republic 
(CAR)’s President Faustin-
Archange Touadera said 

yesterday he will run for a third 
term later this year, seeking to 
extend his rule into a second dec-
ade after scrapping term limits in 
2023.

“Many of you have asked for 
me, and my answer is yes. I am 
your candidate for the presidential 
election of December 2025,” the 
68-year-old said at a meeting of 
his party, the United Hearts Move-
ment, in the capital Bangui.

“We will continue the work of 
rebuilding our country.”

Since taking offi  ce in 2016, 
Touadera has enlisted outside 
forces to stay in power amid a 
persistent civil confl ict, including 
mercenaries from Russia’s Wagner 
militia, who intervened in 2018 on 
the side of the government.

Landlocked Central African Re-
public, roughly the size of France 
and with a population of around 
5.5mn, is deeply impoverished de-
spite being rich in resources includ-
ing gold, diamonds and timber.

It has witnessed waves of insta-
bility, including coups and rebel-
lions, since independence from 
France in 1960. Touadera won a 
second term in 2020, though mili-
tants including the Coalition of 
Patriots for Change (CPC) have 
fought to overturn that result.

The army, backed by United 
Nations peacekeepers and Russian 
and Rwandan troops, has been 
fi ghting the group for years.

Touadera’s current term was 

supposed to be his last, but in 2023 
the country held a constitutional 
referendum that abolished the 
two-term limit and extended the 
presidential mandate from fi ve to 
seven years.

Opposition parties and civil 
society groups have said the new 
constitution, which was backed by 
more than 95% of voters, could al-
low Touadera to stay in power for 
life. The exact date of the Decem-
ber vote has not been announced.

Central African Republic President Faustin Archange Touadera (left) 
attends The United Hearts Movement (MCU) conference in Bangui 
yesterday, where he announced his candidacy for the presidential 
election scheduled for December 2025.

At least 652 malnourished children 
‘died in Nigeria in last six months’
Reuters 
Abuja 

At least 652 children died from malnutrition in 
the Nigerian state of Katsina in the fi rst six 
months of 2025, Medecìns Sans Frontieres 

said, an outcome it said it was due to funding cuts by 
international donors.

Katsina, in the north of the country, is plagued by 
insecurity.

“We are currently witnessing massive budget cuts, 
particularly from the US, the United Kingdom, and 
the European Union, which are having real impact on 

the treatment of malnourished children,” said MSF, 
also known as Doctors Without Borders.

On Wednesday, the UN food agency said it will be 
forced to suspend food and nutrition aid for 1.3mn 
people in Nigeria’s insurgency-hit northeast at the 
end of July because stocks have run out.

Nigeria has budgeted 200bn naira ($130mn) this 
year to cushion the shortfall from the withdrawal of 
funding to the health sector by the US. MSF said the 
number of children in Katsina with the most severe 
form of malnutrition has risen by about 208% this 
year compared with the same period last year and 
“unfortunately 652 children have already died in our 
facilities since the beginning of 2025”.

File photo shows a Baykar Bayraktar drone aircraft at the 55th edition of the International Paris Airshow in 
Le Bourget. 

Another file photo shows a drone flying.
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Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
wrapped up a visit to the Maldives yester-
day, renewing ties by off ering infrastructure 

projects and vital fi nancial assistance to the 
cash-strapped Indian Ocean nation.

Regional powerhouse India had been con-
cerned that its small, yet strategically located 
neighbour was drifting towards the orbit of its 
rival China following the 2023 election of Presi-
dent Mohamed Muizzu on an anti-India plat-
form.

Since coming to offi  ce, Muizzu has secured 
the withdrawal of a small contingent of Indian 
military personnel who operated search-and-
rescue aircraft in the archipelago.

However, he has since toned down his anti-
India rhetoric, and on Friday he touted the 

two nations’ collaboration on security and 
trade.

“India has long stood as the Maldives’ clos-
est and most trusted partner,” Muizzu said in 
a banquet speech alongside Modi, whom he 
met with twice last year. “We deeply value the 
friendship of India and are grateful for the time-
ly assistance your country has extended to us in 
moments of need.”

Shortly after his arrival on Friday, Modi un-
veiled a $565mn credit line for the Maldives, 
which is facing a severe foreign exchange short-
age despite its thriving tourism industry.

India also reduced annual repayments of an 
earlier credit line from $51mn to $29mn, and 
the two sides discussed a potential free-trade 
agreement.

Muizzu said the new credit line would bol-
ster the Maldives’ security forces, and improve 
healthcare, housing and education.

During his two-day trip, Modi also inaugu-

rated a new defence ministry headquarters and 
several India-funded infrastructure projects, 
including roads and a 4,000-unit housing 
scheme.

Modi’s visit had set “a clear path for the fu-
ture of Maldives-India relations”, Muizzu wrote 
on X yesterday as the Indian leader left the capi-
tal Male after 60th Independence Day celebra-
tions.

“Our relationship continues to grow, shaped 
by people-to-people ties and cooperation in 
various sectors,” Modi wrote in his own post on 
X. “India remains committed to supporting the 
aspirations of the Maldivian people.”

Known for its luxury tourism and pristine 
beaches, the Maldives is also a geopolitical 
hotspot, with key global shipping lanes pass-
ing through its 1,192 islands, stretching across 
800km of the equator.

China and India are the Maldives’ two largest 
bilateral lenders.

India’s Modi renews ties with Maldives
AFP
MalePolice in India have arrested 

a man accused of running a 
fake embassy from a rented 

house near New Delhi and dup-
ing job seekers out of money 
with promises of overseas em-
ployment.

Harsh Vardhan Jain, 47, was 
operating an “illegal West Arc-
tic embassy by renting a house” 
in Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, 
which neighbours the capital, 
local police said.

Jain, according to police, 
claimed to be the ambassador of 
fi ctional nations “like West Arc-
tica, Saborga, Poulvia, Lodonia”.

He allegedly used vehicles 
with fake diplomatic plates and 
shared doctored photos of him-
self with Indian leaders to bol-
ster his claims.

“His main activities involved 
acting as a broker to secure work 
in foreign countries for compa-

nies and private individuals, as 
well as operating a hawala (mon-
ey transfer) racket through shell 
companies,” the police said in a 
statement following his arrest 
earlier this week.

He is also accused of money 
laundering.

During a raid on Jain’s prop-
erty, police said they recovered 
$53,500 in cash in addition to 
doctored passports and forged 
documents bearing stamps of 
India’s foreign ministry.

Westarctica, cited by the po-
lice as one of the countries Jain 
claimed to be representing, is a 
US-registered nonprofi t “dedi-
cated to studying and preserving 
this vast, magnifi cent, desolate 
region” of Western Antarctica.

In a statement, it said it had 
appointed Jain as its “Honorary 
Consul to India” after he had made 
a “generous donation”. – AFP

Indian police arrest man 
running ‘fake embassy’

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum has announced a lot-
tery to raise money to support migrants caught up in US 
President Donald Trump’s immigration crackdown.

Nearly 12mn Mexicans live in the United States, where Trump 
has pursued a tough anti-immigration policy since his return to the 
White House in January.

The lottery “is dedicated to our migrant brothers and sisters”, said 
Sheinbaum, who has pledged all necessary consular assistance to 
Mexicans aff ected by Trump’s crackdown.

Tickets for the lottery, with a prize pot of nearly 425mn pesos 
($23mn), feature a heart surrounded by ears of corn and agave plants 
with the words “Mexico with an M for migrant”.

The draw will be held on September 15, when Mexico celebrates the 
start of the war of independence against Spain in 1810. – AFP

Mexico launches lottery 
to support migrants in US

US President Donald Trump 
kept a low profi le on his 
Scottish golf course yes-

terday, ahead of meetings with top 
British and European leaders, as 
questions swirled at home about 
his ties to disgraced fi nancier Jef-
frey Epstein.

Trump arrived on Friday on a 
visit that has triggered protests 
in Scotland, with hundreds lin-
ing the streets of the capital Ed-
inburgh waving placards reading: 
“NOT MY PRESIDENT.”

Frustrated by continued ques-
tions about his administration’s 
handling of investigative fi les re-
lated to Epstein’s criminal charg-
es and his 2019 death in prison, 
Trump told reporters to focus on 
bigger issues and other people.

“You make it a very big thing 
over something that’s not a big 
thing,” Trump said. “Don’t talk 
about Trump. What you should 
be talking about is the fact that 
we have the greatest six months in 
the history of a presidency.”

White House offi  cials hope 
some time out of the limelight 
will allow the Epstein controversy 
to die down, two sources familiar 
with the matter told Reuters.

Hundreds of protesters took to 
the streets in major cities.

Trump played at his Turn-
berry resort with son Eric and 
US ambassador to the UK Warren 
Stephens, waving to photogra-
phers following his arrival in his 
mother’s birth country on Friday 
evening.

His presence has turned the 
picturesque and normally quiet 
area of southwest Scotland into a 
virtual fortress, with roads closed 
and police checkpoints in place.

Police offi  cers – some on quad 
bikes and others on foot with 
sniff er dogs – patrolled the fa-
mous course and the sandy beach-
es and grass dunes that fl ank it.

Secret Service snipers were po-
sitioned at vantage points while 
some other golfers on the course 

were patted down by security per-
sonnel.

The 79-year-old Trump 
touched down on Friday at nearby 
Prestwick Airport as hundreds 
of onlookers came out to see Air 
Force One and catch a glimpse of 
its famous passenger.

The president has professed 
a love of Scotland, but his con-
troversial politics and business 
investments in the country have 
made for an uneasy relationship.

Speaking to reporters on the 
tarmac, Trump immediately wad-
ed into the debate surrounding 
high levels of irregular migration, 
and lashed out at renewable en-
ergy eff orts.

“You better get your act to-
gether or you’re not going to have 
Europe anymore,” he said, adding 
that migration was “killing” the 
continent.

“Stop the windmills. You’re ru-
ining your countries,” he added.

Trump’s fi ve-day visit, which 
is set to mix leisure with business 
and diplomacy, has divided the 
local community.

Several hundred protesters 
demonstrated outside the US 
consulate in the capital Edinburgh 

and in the city of Aberdeen, near 
where Trump owns another golf 
resort.

The protests were organised by 
the Stop Trump Coalition.

Participants held placards 
with slogans like “Scotland hates 
Trump” and waved Palestinian 
fl ags.

“I am here because of fascism in 
America under Trump’s rule. I am 
here because of genocide in Gaza 
that is being funded and enabled 
by British and American govern-
ments,” said 44-year-old Amy 
Hanlon in Aberdeen.

Cat Cutmore, 31, an Edinburgh 
resident, said she felt compelled 
to protest Trump’s visit given her 
deep concerns about the wors-
ening situation in Gaza after 21 
months of war and what she sees 
as the US president’s attacks on 
democratic principles.

“There comes a point where 
if you roll out the red carpet to 
somebody who has put citizens of 
his own country and people who 
are seeking asylum into prison 
camps, you’re complicit,” she 
said.

Janet MacLeod Trotter, another 
Edinburgh resident and author 

of historical fi ction, said she was 
particularly angry that Trump 
was capitalising on his mother’s 
name, which she shares.

On the trip, Trump will open a 
golf course near Aberdeen named 
after his mother, Mary Anne Ma-
cLeod, who was born and raised 
on a Scottish island before emi-
grating to the United States.

“We’re just fed up with the 
way that he’s using political clout 
to browbeat people around the 
world... he’s coming here and us-
ing that as a gimmick to help his 
business interests,” Trotter said.

Gabriele Negro, an Italian who 
works at the University of Edin-
burgh, said he was there to send a 
signal that he, like others, did not 
agree with Trump’s immigration 
policies and stance on Gaza.

No demonstrations could be 
seen near Turnberry.

Not everyone was against his 
visit.

At Prestwick Airport on Friday 
evening, a boy held a sign that 
read “Welcome Trump” while 
a man waved a fl ag emblazoned 
with Trump’s most famous slogan 
– “Make America Great Again”.

“I think the best thing about 

Trump is he’s not actually a poli-
tician, yet he’s the most powerful 
man in the world and I think he’s 
looking at the best interests of his 
own country,” said 46-year-old 
Lee McLean, who had travelled 
from nearby Kilmarnock. “Most 
politicians should really be look-
ing at the best interests of their 
own country fi rst before looking 
overseas.”

Trump had no public events 
yesterday, but he posted on his 
Truth Social network to say that 
he was talking with the leaders of 
Cambodia and Thailand in a bid to 
end their border confl ict that has 
left scores of people dead (see re-
port on Page 8).

Trump is due to discuss trade 
with EU chief Ursula von der Ley-
en in Turnberry today.

He is also due to meet UK Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer, before 
heading to Balmedie in Aberdeen-
shire where he is expected to for-
mally open a new golf course at his 
resort there.

Trump is scheduled to return 
to the US on Tuesday but will be 
back in the UK for a state visit be-
tween September 17-19, when he 
will be hosted by King Charles III.

Trump keeps low profi le in Scotland 
as protesters rally against his visit
AFP/Reuters
Turnberry, Scotland

A child holds a placard as anti-Trump demonstrators gather during a 
rally in Edinburgh. – Reuters

Trump is seen at the Trump Turnberry Golf Courses, in Turnberry on 
the south west coast of Scotland. – AFP

The US space agency Nasa 
will lose about 3,900 em-
ployees under Donald 

Trump’s sweeping eff ort to trim 
the federal workforce – at the 
same time as the president priori-
tises plans for crewed missions to 
the Moon and Mars.

In an e-mailed statement, the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (Nasa) said that 
around 3,000 employees took part 
in the second round of its deferred 
resignation programme, which 
closed late on Friday.

Combined with the 870 who 
joined the fi rst round and regu-
lar staff  departures, the agency’s 
civil servant workforce is set to 
drop from more than 18,000 be-
fore Trump took offi  ce in January 
to roughly 14,000 – a more than 
20% decrease.

Those leaving Nasa on the de-
ferred resignation programme will 
be placed on administrative leave 
until an agreed departure date.

An agency spokesperson said 
the fi gures could shift slightly in 
the coming weeks.

“Safety remains a top priority 
for our agency as we balance the 
need to become a more stream-
lined and more effi  cient organisa-
tion and work to ensure we remain 
fully capable of pursuing a Golden 
Era of exploration and innovation, 
including to the Moon and Mars,” 
the agency said.

Earlier this year, the Trump 
administration’s proposed Nasa 
budget put a return to the Moon 
and a journey to Mars front and 
centre, slashing science and cli-
mate programmes.

The White House says it wants 
to focus on “beating China back to 
the Moon and putting the fi rst hu-
man on Mars”.

China is aiming for its fi rst 
crewed lunar landing by 2030, 
while the US programme, called 
Artemis, has faced repeated de-
lays.

Nasa is still run by an acting ad-
ministrator after the administra-
tion’s initial pick to lead the agen-
cy, tech billionaire Jared Isaacman 
– endorsed by former Trump ad-
viser Elon Musk – was ultimately 
rejected by the Republican presi-
dent. – AFP

Nasa says it 
will lose 20% 
of workforce

The White House is seeking 
fi nes from several univer-
sities that it says failed to 

stop antisemitism on campus, 
including Harvard University, in 
exchange for restoring federal 
funding, a Trump administration 
offi  cial said on Friday.

The administration is in talks 
with several universities, includ-
ing Cornell, Duke, Northwestern 
and Brown, the source said, con-
fi rming a report in the Wall Street 
Journal.

The offi  cial, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said the 
administration is close to strik-

ing deals with Northwestern and 
Brown and potentially Cornell.

A deal with Harvard, the coun-
try’s oldest and richest univer-
sity, is a key target for the White 
House, the offi  cial added.

A spokesperson for Cornell de-
clined to comment.

Other universities did not im-
mediately respond to requests for 
comment.

Trump and his team have un-
dertaken a broad campaign to 
leverage federal funding to force 
change at US universities, which 
the Republican president says are 
gripped by antisemitic and “radi-
cal left” ideologies.

Trump has targeted sev-
eral universities since return-
ing to offi  ce in January over the 

pro-Palestinian student protest 
movement that roiled college 
campuses last year.

Columbia University said on 
Wednesday that it will pay more 
than $200mn to the US govern-
ment in a settlement with the 
administration to resolve fed-
eral probes and have most of 
its suspended federal funding 
restored.

The Trump administration has 
welcomed the Columbia deal, 
with offi  cials believing the uni-
versity set the standard on how to 
reach an agreement, the offi  cial 
said.

Harvard has taken a diff erent 
approach, suing the federal gov-
ernment in a bid to get suspended 
federal grants restored.

White House eyes other universities after Columbia
Reuters
Washington

A federal judge in Massachusetts 
has ruled that a nationwide in-
junction he issued in February 

that blocked President Donald Trump’s 
executive order limiting birthright citi-
zenship should remain in place.

In a written ruling, US District Judge 
Leo Sorokin in Boston said his earlier na-
tionwide injunction was the only way to 
provide complete relief to a coalition of 
Democratic-led states that brought the 
lawsuit before him, rejecting the Trump 
administration’s argument that a nar-
rower ruling was warranted because of 
a June decision from the US Supreme 
Court.

Sorokin wrote that the evidence be-
fore him “does not support a finding that 
any narrower option would feasibly and 
adequately protect the plaintiffs from 
the injuries they have shown they are 
likely to suffer if the unlawful policy an-
nounced in the Executive Order takes ef-
fect during the pendency of this lawsuit”.

White House spokeswoman Abigail 
Jackson said in a statement that “courts 
are misinterpreting the purpose and 
the text” of the US Constitution’s 14th 
Amendment.

“We look forward to being vindicated 
on appeal,” Jackson said.

New Jersey Attorney-General Mat-
thew J Platkin, a Democrat, said in a 
statement that the states were thrilled 
with the decision.

“American-born babies are American, 

just as they have been at every other time 
in our nation’s history. The president 
cannot change that legal rule with the 
stroke of a pen.”

The Supreme Court’s June 27 ruling in 
litigation over Trump’s birthright citi-
zenship order limited the ability of judg-
es to issue so-called “universal” injunc-
tions – in which a single district court 
judge can block enforcement of a federal 
policy across the country – and directed 
lower courts that had blocked the Re-
publican president’s policy nationally to 
reconsider the scope of their orders.

However, the ruling contained excep-
tions allowing courts to potentially still 
block it across the country again.

That has already allowed a judge 
in New Hampshire to once again halt 
Trump’s order from taking effect by is-

suing an injunction in a nationwide class 
action of children who would be denied 
citizenship under the policy.

A federal appeals court in California 
said on Wednesday that Trump’s execu-
tive order violated the citizenship clause 
of the US Constitution’s 14th Amend-
ment by denying citizenship to many 
persons born in the US, and blocked its 
enforcement nationwide.

Trump signed the executive order on 
January 20, his first day back in office, 
as part of his crackdown on immigration.

The executive order directed federal 
agencies to refuse to recognise the citi-
zenship of US-born children who do not 
have at least one parent who is an Ameri-
can citizen or lawful permanent resident, 
also known as a “green card” holder.

It was swiftly challenged in court by 

Democratic attorneys-general from 22 
states and immigrant rights advocates 
who argued it was unconstitutional.

Last week, the states had argued at a 
hearing before Sorokin that a nationwide 
injunction was essential.

They said restricting birthright citi-
zenship in some states but not others 
would make it difficult to administer 
federal benefits programmes like Med-
icaid.

A patchwork approach would also lead 
to confusion among immigrant parents 
and a surge of people moving to states 
where Trump’s executive order is on 
hold, straining resources, they argued.

The Justice Department had countered 
that the states, by continuing to advocate 
for universal relief, had failed to come to 
grips with the Supreme Court’s decision.

Judge reaffirms nationwide injunction blocking Trump executive order on birthright citizenship
Reuters
Washington

Colombia slams 
mass deportation 
from Ecuador

Colombia’s foreign ministry 
has criticised Ecuador for 
deporting large numbers 

of Colombian citizens without a 
formal protocol, describing it as a 
“unfriendly gesture”, while Quito 
said the removals followed legal 
procedures and upheld human 
rights standards.

On Thursday, the Colombian 
government reported that author-
ities in the neighbouring country 
had announced plans to deport 
Colombians currently imprisoned 
in various Ecuadorian penitentia-
ries.

Ecuador’s foreign ministry said 
in a statement that it had notifi ed 
Colombia via diplomatic chan-
nels. – Reuters
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US President Donald Trump said 
yesterday that the leaders of Cam-
bodia and Thailand had agreed to 

meet immediately to quickly work out a 
ceasefi re, as he sought to broker peace af-
ter three days of fi ghting along their bor-
der.

Thailand’s acting prime minister, 
Phumtham Wechayachai, thanked Trump 
and said that Thailand “agrees in principle 
to have a ceasefi re in place” but “would like 
to see sincere intention from the Cambo-
dian side”.

Phumtham was responding in a Face-
book post to a series of social media posts 
by Trump during a visit to Scotland (see 
report on Page 7).

Trump said he had spoken to Cam-
bodian Prime Minister Hun Manet and 
Phumtham and warned them that he 
would not make trade deals with either if 
the border confl ict continued.

“Both Parties are looking for an imme-
diate Ceasefi re and Peace,” Trump wrote 

as he gave a blow-by-blow account of his 
diplomatic eff orts.

Phumtham also said he had asked 
Trump “to convey to the Cambodian side 
that Thailand wants to convene a bilateral 
dialogue as soon as possible to bring forth 
measures and procedures for the ceasefi re 
and the eventual peaceful resolution of the 
confl ict”.

More than 30 people have been killed 
and more than 130,000 people displaced 
in the worst fi ghting between the South-
east Asian neighbours in 13 years.

Before Trump spoke to the two leaders, 
clashes on the Thai-Cambodian border 
persisted into a third day and new fl ash-
points emerged as both sides said they had 
acted in self-defence in the border dispute 
and called on the other to cease fi ghting 
and start negotiations.

There were clashes early yesterday, both 
sides said, in the neighbouring Thai coast-
al province of Trat and Cambodia’s Pursat 
Province, a new front more than 100km 
from other confl ict points along the long-
contested border.

The countries have faced off since the 
killing of a Cambodian soldier late in 

May during a brief skirmish.
Troops on both sides of the border 

were reinforced amid a full-blown dip-
lomatic crisis that brought Thailand’s 
fragile coalition government to the brink 
of collapse.

As of yesterday, Thailand said seven sol-
diers and 13 civilians had been killed, while 
Cambodia said fi ve soldiers and eight ci-
vilians had been killed.

Trump’s direct involvement yesterday 
followed US calls for restraint on both 
sides.

He said he spoke to each leader and re-
layed messages back and forth.

“They have agreed to immediately meet 
and quickly work out a Ceasefi re and, ul-
timately, PEACE!” Trump wrote, saying 
both countries wanted to get back to the 
“Trading Table”.

He has sought to reach separate deals 
with dozens of countries in response to his 
announcement of wide-ranging tariff s on 
imports to the US.

“When all is done, and Peace is at hand, 
I look forward to concluding our Trading 
Agreements with both!” Trump said.

He off ered no details on the ceasefi re 

negotiations he said Thailand and Cambo-
dia had agreed to hold.

The White House did not immediately 
respond to questions on the timing and 
venue for talks and the Thai and Cambo-
dian embassies in Washington also did not 
immediately respond.

Thailand’s ambassador to the United 
Nations told a Security Council meeting 
on Friday that soldiers had been injured by 
newly planted land mines in Thai territory 
on two occasions since mid-July – claims 
that Cambodia has strongly denied – and 
said Cambodia had then launched attacks 
on Thursday morning.

“Thailand urges Cambodia to immedi-
ately cease all hostilities and acts of ag-
gression, and resume dialogue in good 
faith,” Cherdchai Chaivaivid told the 
council in remarks that were released to 
media.

In a statement issued yesterday, Cam-
bodia’s defence ministry said that Thai-
land had launched “a deliberate, unpro-
voked, and unlawful military attack” and 
was mobilising troops and military equip-
ment on the border.

“These deliberate military preparations 

reveal Thailand’s intent to expand its ag-
gression and further violate Cambodia’s 
sovereignty,” it said.

Cambodia called for the international 
community to “condemn Thailand’s ag-
gression in the strongest terms” and to 
prevent an expansion of its military activi-
ties, while Bangkok reiterated it wanted to 
resolve the dispute bilaterally.

Thailand and Cambodia have bickered 
for decades over jurisdiction of various 
undemarcated points along their 817km 
land border, with ownership of the ancient 
Hindu temples Ta Moan Thom and the 
11th century Preah Vihear central to the 
disputes.

Preah Vihear was awarded to Cambo-
dia by the International Court of Justice in 
1962, but tension escalated in 2008 after 
Cambodia attempted to list it as a Unesco 
World Heritage site.

That led to skirmishes over several years 
and at least a dozen deaths.

Cambodia in June said it had asked the 
court to resolve its disputes with Thailand, 
which says it has never recognised the 
court’s jurisdiction and prefers a bilateral 
approach.

Thailand, Cambodia ‘agree to hold immediate ceasefi re talks’: Trump
Reuters
Bangkok/Washington/Samraong, Cambodia

Thousands of people rallied in the Ma-
laysian capital yesterday to demand 
the resignation of Prime Minister 

Anwar Ibrahim, as public discontent grows 
over rising living costs and allegations of 
failing to deliver promised reforms.

Protesters – mostly wearing black t-
shirts and bandannas carrying the slogan 
“Turun Anwar”, or “Step Down Anwar” 
– marched through the heart of Kuala 
Lumpur, before converging in the city’s 
Dataran Merdeka (Independence Square) 
to hear speeches by top opposition leaders.

Police estimated at least 18,000 were in 
attendance.

Anwar, who campaigned on a reformist 
platform before taking offi  ce in November 
2022, has faced criticism over measures 
aimed at boosting government revenue, 
including an expanded sales and services 
tax and subsidy adjustments that some fear 
could lead to a spike in consumer prices.

Protester Nur Shahirah Leman, 23, a 
member of an Islamic students’ group, said 
that she is worried that new taxes as well as 
higher electricity tariff s imposed on large 
businesses would eventually be passed 
down to consumers.

“These taxes are levied on manufactur-
ers, so it would automatically aff ect the 
prices of food,” she said.

“He (Anwar) has already governed the 
country for three years and has yet to fulfi l 
the promises he made,” said protester Fauzi 
Mahmud, 35, from Selangor just outside the 
capital.

Anwar “has been to many countries to 
bring investments, but we have yet to see 

anything”, Fauzi told AFP, referring to the 
premier’s recent trips, including to Russia 
and Europe.

“The cost of living is still high,” the en-
gineer said.

Anwar has also faced claims of judicial 
interference and doubts over his com-
mitment to anti-corruption eff orts, after 
prosecutors dropped graft charges against 
several fi gures allied to the government and 
following a recent delay in the appointment 
of the country’s top judges.

Anwar has repeatedly denied interfering 
in the courts.

Former prime minister Mahathir Moha-
mad, who turned 100 this month, joined 
the rally and accused Anwar of misusing his 
position to prosecute political rivals, charg-

es the premier has previously rejected.
“It’s been three years, what have the 

people got? I think he (Anwar) enjoys see-
ing us suff er,” he said. “Enough, please, step 
down.”

“Those who are innocent are charged, 
those who have done wrong are let go,” Ma-
hathir told the crowd.

Mahathir and Anwar, his former pro-
tégé-turned-rival, have been locked in an 
intense feud that has dominated Malaysian 
politics for nearly three decades.

The pair mended fences to oust the long-
ruling Barisan Nasional government in 
2018, but their coalition collapsed in less 
than two years amid infi ghting.

Anwar was appointed premier on a re-
formist ticket and promised to tackle graft, 

nepotism and cronyism within the South-
east Asian nation’s fractured political sys-
tem.

Days ahead of the rally, the premier laid 
out a string of populist measures aimed 
at addressing concerns, including a 100 
Malaysian ringgit ($24) cash handout for 
all adult citizens and a promise to cut fuel 
prices.

On Wednesday Anwar also added that 
about 18mn Malaysian motorists would be 
eligible to purchase subsidised medium-
octane fuel at 1.99 ringgit per litre, com-
pared to the current price of 2.05 ringgit.

Political analysts viewed the announce-
ments as a strategic move to appease in-
creasing public frustration and dissuade 
people from joining yesterday’s march.

Norhamizah Mohamed, 48, from Besut 
on the northeast coast said that she came to 
protest to ensure that “Anwar does what he 
promised in the election manifesto.”

“It’s not that we don’t like him, but we 
don’t like the way he is running the coun-
try,” she told AFP. “Only after we had de-
cided to do this protest he announced the 
goodies for the people.”

Yesterday’s protest also comes as politi-
cal parties gradually gear up for elections, 
which by law have to be held no later than 
mid-February 2028.

A recent survey by Malaysia-based in-
dependent Merdeka Centre for Opinion 
Research found the majority of Malaysian 
voters gave Anwar a positive approval rat-
ing of 55%.

Reasons included the easing of politi-
cal turmoil in recent years as well as ef-
forts to signifi cantly raise Malaysia’s profi le 
through this year’s chairmanship of the 
10-member Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations.

Thousands rally in Malaysia to call 
for prime minister’s resignation
Reuters/AFP
Kuala Lumpur

Protesters gather near Kuala Lumpur’s Merdeka Square during a protest against Prime 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim. – AFP

China’s Premier Li Qiang 
has warned that artifi cial 
intelligence (AI) develop-

ment must be weighed against the 
security risks, saying that global 
consensus was urgently needed 
even as the tech race between 
Beijing and Washington shows no 
sign of abating.

His remarks came just days af-
ter US President Donald Trump 
unveiled an aggressive low-reg-
ulation strategy aimed at ce-
menting US dominance in the 
fast-moving fi eld, promising to 
“remove red tape and onerous 
regulation” that could hinder pri-
vate sector AI development.

Opening the World AI Confer-
ence (WAIC) in Shanghai yes-
terday, Li emphasised the need 
for governance and open-source 
development, announcing the 
establishment of a Chinese-led 
body for international AI co-op-
eration.

“The risks and challenges 
brought by artifi cial intelligence 
have drawn widespread atten-
tion... how to fi nd a balance be-
tween development and security 
urgently requires further consen-

sus from the entire society,” the 
premier said.

He gave no further details about 
the newly announced organisa-
tion, though state media later 
reported “the preliminary con-
sideration” was that it would be 
headquartered in Shanghai.

The organisation would “pro-
mote global governance featur-
ing extensive consultation, joint 
contribution and shared benefi ts”, 
state news agency Xinhua report-
ed, without elaborating on its set-
up or mechanisms.

At a time when AI is being in-
tegrated across virtually all in-
dustries, its uses have raised ma-
jor questions, including about 
the spread of misinformation, its 
impact on employment and the 
potential loss of technological 
control.

In a speech at the WAIC yester-
day, Nobel Prize-winning physi-
cist Geoff rey Hinton compared 
the situation to keeping “a very 
cute tiger cub as a pet”.

To survive, he said, you need to 
ensure you can train it not to kill 
you when it grows up.

The enormous strides AI tech-
nology has made in recent years 
have seen it move to the forefront 
of the US-China rivalry.

Premier Li said that China 

would “actively promote” the 
development of open-source AI, 
adding Beijing was willing to share 
advances with other countries, 
particularly developing ones.

“If we engage in technologi-
cal monopolies, controls and 
blockage, artifi cial intelligence 
will become the preserve of a few 
countries and a few enterprises,” 
he said.

Vice-Foreign Minister Ma 
Zhaoxu warned against “unilat-
eralism and protectionism” at a 
later meeting.

Washington has expanded its 
eff orts in recent years to curb ex-
ports of state-of-the-art chips to 
China, concerned that they can be 
used to advance Beijing’s military 
systems and erode US tech domi-
nance.

Li, in his speech, highlighted 
“insuffi  cient supply of computing 
power and chips” as a bottleneck 
to AI progress.

China has made AI a pillar of its 
plans for technological self-reli-
ance, with the government pledg-
ing a raft of measures to boost the 
sector.

In January, Chinese startup 
DeepSeek unveiled an AI model 
that performed as well as top US 
systems despite using less power-
ful chips.

In a video message played at 
the WAIC opening ceremony, 
UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said that AI governance 
would be “a defi ning test of inter-
national co-operation”.

The ceremony saw the French 
president’s AI envoy, Anne Bou-
verot, underscore “an urgent 
need” for global action and for the 
United Nations to play a “leading 
role”.

Bouverot called for a framework 
“that is open, transparent and ef-
fective, giving each and everyone 
an opportunity to have their views 
taken into account”.

Li’s speech “posed a clear con-
trast to the Trump administra-
tion’s “America First” view on AI” 
and the US measures announced 
this week, said WAIC attendee 
George Chen, a partner at Wash-

ington-based policy consultancy 
The Asia Group.

“The world is now clearly di-
vided into at least three camps: 
the United States and its allies, 
China (and perhaps many Belt and 
Road or Global South countries), 
and the EU – which prefers regu-
lating AI through legislation, like 
the EU AI Act,” Chen told AFP.

At an AI summit in Paris in 
February, 58 countries including 
China, France and India – as well 
as the European Union and Afri-
can Union Commission – called 
for enhanced co-ordination on AI 
governance.

However, the United States 
warned against “excessive regu-
lation”, and alongside the United 
Kingdom, refused to sign the 
summit’s appeal for an “open”, 
“inclusive” and “ethical” AI.

China urges global consensus on 
balancing AI development, security
AFP/Reuters
Shanghai

People watch humanoid robots boxing at an exhibition during the 
World Artificial Intelligence Conference in Shanghai. – AFP

Hong Kong’s national secu-
rity police announced ar-
rest warrants for 19 activ-

ists based overseas, accusing them 
of subversion under a stringent 
national security law, marking the 
largest such tally yet.

They are accused of organis-
ing or participating in the “Hong 
Kong Parliament”, a group that 
authorities in the Asian fi nancial 
hub say aimed to subvert state 
power, under the law Beijing im-
posed in 2020 following months of 
pro-democracy protests in 2019.

The activists are accused of 
having launched a referendum or 
run as candidates in the unoffi  cial 
“Hong Kong Parliament” group, 
which authorities say aims at 
achieving self-determination and 
drafting a “Hong Kong constitu-
tion”.

Police, who said the organisa-
tion sought to overthrow the gov-
ernments of China and Hong Kong 
by unlawful means, said they are 
still investigating and further ar-
rests may follow.

Among those named are busi-
nessman Elmer Yuen, commenta-
tor Victor Ho, and activists Johnny 
Fok and Tony Choi.

Four of them are subject to 
previous arrest warrants, each 
carrying a bounty of HK$1mn 
($127,000).

Among the remaining 15, for 
each of whom police are off ering a 
bounty of HK$200,000 ($25,480), 
are those said to have organised or 
run in the election and sworn in as 
its councillors.

None of the accused could be 
reached for comment.

US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio has condemned the move, 
which he said targeted some US-
based individuals.

“We will not tolerate the Hong 
Kong government’s attempts to 
apply its national security laws to 
silence or intimidate Americans 
or anyone on US soil,” he wrote in 
a statement, calling it “a form of 
transnational repression”.

The UK’s Foreign and Home 
Secretaries also condemned the 
move in a joint statement, call-
ing the arrests “another example 
of transnational repression” and 
saying it damages Hong Kong’s 
international reputation.

“(The UK) will not tolerate at-
tempts by foreign governments to 
coerce, intimidate, harass or harm 
their critics overseas,” it said in a 
statement on Friday.

In response, the Chinese em-
bassy in the UK said the British 
government’s remarks “constitute 
a gross interference” in China’s 
internal aff airs and the rule of law 
in Hong Kong.

“China urges the UK to abandon 
its colonial mentality, stop inter-
fering in Hong Kong aff airs... stop 
shielding criminals,” it said.

The former British colony re-
turned to Chinese rule in 1997 
with the guarantee of a high degree 
of autonomy, including freedom 
of speech, under a “one country, 
two systems” formula.

Critics of the national security 
law say authorities are using it to 
stifl e dissent.

Chinese and Hong Kong offi  -
cials have repeatedly said the law 
was vital to restore stability after 
the city was rocked for months by 
sometimes violent anti-govern-
ment and anti-China protests in 
2019.

Police reiterated that national 
security off ences were serious 
crimes with extraterritorial reach 
and urged the wanted individuals 
to return to Hong Kong and sur-
render. – Reuters

Hong Kong 
issues arrest 
warrants for 
19 overseas 
activists

Taiwanese voters have rejected an at-
tempt to oust 24 opposition lawmak-
ers, an offi  cial tally showed, dealing a 

blow to President Lai Ching-te’s party and 
its hopes for taking control of parliament.

Civic groups backed by Lai’s Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP) had sought to un-
seat 24 lawmakers belonging to the main 

opposition Kuomintang (KMT) party, who 
they accuse of being in cahoots with China.

The KMT, which advocates closer ties 
with Beijing, controls parliament with the 
help of the Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) and 
has slammed the unprecedented recall ef-
fort as a DPP power grab.

A few hours after polling stations closed 

across Taiwan, the Central Election Com-
mission’s offi  cial vote count showed none 
of the recalls had succeeded.

Recall elections for another seven KMT 
lawmakers will be held on August 23.

However, the DPP needed a minimum of 
12 KMT lawmakers recalled to gain tempo-
rary control of the parliament.

Public opinion has been split over the 
recalls, a legal process that allows voters to 
oust elected offi  cials before the end of their 
term.

The campaign targeting KMT lawmakers 
has dominated politics, newspaper head-
lines and social media feeds for months. – 
AFP

Taiwanese voters reject attempt to recall opposition lawmakers
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Frustration, Gaza alarm drove Macron 
to go it alone on Palestine recognition
Reuters
Paris

President Emmanuel Ma-
cron’s announcement that 
France would become the 

fi rst Western member of the United 
Nations Security Council to recog-
nise a Palestinian state in Septem-
ber has caused diplomatic ructions 
from the Middle East through Eu-
rope to Washington.

But it did not come out of the 
blue.

When Macron visited the Egyp-
tian town of Al Arish on the border 
with Gaza in April, he was struck 
by the mounting humanitarian 
crisis and made clear on his return 
home that Paris would soon opt for 
recognition.

Working with Saudi Arabia, 
Macron came up with a plan to 
have France plus G7 allies Britain 
and Canada recognise Palestin-
ian statehood, while pushing Arab 
states to adopt a softer stance 
towards Israel through a United 
Nations conference. But despite 
weeks of talks he failed to get oth-
ers on board.

Three diplomats said London 
did not want to face the wrath of 
the United States, and Ottawa took 
a similar stance, leaving Macron to 
go it alone.

“It became increasingly appar-
ent that we could not wait to get 
partners on board,” said a French 
diplomat, adding France will work 
to get more states on board ahead 
of conference on a two-state solu-
tion in September.

Domestically Macron was un-
der rising pressure to do some-
thing amid widespread anger at the 
harrowing images coming out of 
Gaza. Although with both Europe’s 
biggest Muslim and Jewish com-
munities and a polarised political 
landscape, there was no obvious 
course of action that would satisfy 
all sides.

Israel and its staunch supporter 
the United States have blasted 
France’s move, branding it a reward 
for Hamas.

Macron had discussed the mat-
ter extensively with both Trump 
and Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu in advance.

Trump said on Friday that 
France’s decision didn’t “carry any 

weight” but added Macron was “a 
good guy”.

French offi  cials previously con-
sidered an announcement at a 
conference scheduled for June at 
the United Nations, co-hosted by 
France and Saudi Arabia, to sketch 
out a roadmap to a viable Palestini-
an state while also ensuring Israel’s 
security. But the conference was 
postponed amid intense US diplo-

matic pressure and after Israeli air 
strikes on Iran.

Macron’s announcement on 
Thursday is linked to a resched-
uled and rejigged version of the UN 
conference, now planned to take 
place tomorrow and the day after.

That meeting will be at ministe-
rial level, but Paris decided it would 
hold a second event with heads of 
state and government on the side-

lines of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in September, where 
Macron will announce formal rec-
ognition.

Some analysts say Macron has 
used the carrot of recognition to 
extract concessions from Mah-
moud Abbas, the president of the 
Palestinian Authority which is a 
moderate rival to Hamas, and other 
regional players.

“Macron here is acting as a cata-
lyst to get the Palestinians to deliv-
er on the needed reforms, to get the 
Arabs to deliver on a stabilisation 
force and the disarming of Hamas,” 
said Rym Momtaz, editor-in-chief 
of the Strategic Europe blog run by 
the Carnegie Europe think tank.

Others say while recognition has 
symbolic value, there will still be 
no functioning Palestinian state 
whenever the war in Gaza comes to 
an end.

“Recognition by a European 
heavyweight like France is indica-
tive of the rising frustration with 
Israel’s intransigent policies,” said 
Amjad Iraqi, senior analyst at In-
ternational Crisis Group.

“What’s the point of recognising 
a state if they’re doing little to stop 

it from turning into ruins?”
French offi  cials point to months 

of intense Israeli lobbying to try 
to prevent Macron’s move — and 
Netanyahu’s fi erce criticism of it — 
as evidence that it matters a lot to 
Israeli leaders.

Sources familiar with the mat-
ter say Israel’s warnings to France 
had ranged from scaling back in-
telligence-sharing to complicating 
Paris’ regional initiatives — even 
hinting at possible annexation of 
parts of the West Bank.

But French offi  cials concluded 
that Netanyahu would do whatever 
he thought was in his interests in 
the West Bank anyway, regardless 
of what France did on recognition.

Israel’s parliament voted on 
Wednesday in favour of a non-
binding declaration urging the 
government to apply Israeli law to 
the West Bank, widely seen as a de 
facto annexation of the territory. 
That added to the urgency in Paris.

“If there is a moment in history 
to recognise a Palestinian state, 
even if it’s just symbolic, then I 
would say that moment has prob-
ably come,” said a senior French 
offi  cial.

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas (right) meets with the then-
French Economy Minister Emmanuel Macron in the West Bank city of 
Ramallah on September 7, 2015. (Reuters)

German minister 
invites magnate 
Berlusconi to mull 
ProSieben bid

Reuters
Berlin

Germany’s culture minister said yesterday 
he had invited Italian media magnate Pier 
Silvio Berlusconi to a meeting to discuss his 

company’s bid to buy TV group ProSiebenSat.1, 
adding the German fi rm’s journalistic independ-
ence must be preserved.

“A change of ownership at a media group like 
ProSiebenSat.1 would be far more than business as 
usual. The potential takeover would infl uence the 
media power structure of our country,” Minister of 
State for Culture Wolfram Weimer told Reuters.

Strong private, independent television groups 
were important to Germany, he said: “A change in 
ownership must not lead to a restriction of jour-
nalistic independence. Media power is never neu-
tral — whoever buys it bears political responsibil-
ity.”

A government source and a source from Berlus-
coni’s company said the men had agreed to hold 
the meeting after the summer break.

The German government source said the gov-
ernment also wanted to ensure that ProSieben’s 
headquarters remained in Germany and jobs were 
protected.

The Berlusconi family’s MFE-MediaForEurope 
declined to comment.

Pier Silvio Berlusconi heads the media empire 
of his late father Silvio Berlusconi, who served as 
Italy’s prime minister in three separate stints from 
1994-2011. The elder Berlusconi’s critics at the 
time accused him of using his control over media 
properties to further his political aims.

MFE-MediaForEurope owns around 30% of 
ProSieben. It made a cash-and-share bid for the 
German group in March as part of a push to create 
a pan-European broadcaster.

That move triggered an all-cash counter-bid by 
ProSieben’s second-largest investor PPF, which 
owns private TV stations across six Eastern Euro-
pean countries. ProSieben called that counter-bid 
fi nancially “inadequate”, and Berlusconi has said 
his company may yet raise its bid.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio (right) greets his Pakistani counterpart Ishaq Dar at the Department of 
State in Washington, DC. (AFP)

Pakistan ‘close to US trade deal’
Reuters
Washington

Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Ishaq Dar has said the United 
States and Pakistan were 

“very close” to a trade deal that 
could come within days as he met 
with Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio.

“I think we are very close to fi nal-
ising a deal with US. Our teams have 
been here in Washington, discuss-
ing, having virtual meetings and a 
committee has been tasked by the 
prime minister to fi ne-tune now,” 
Dar said in a discussion at the At-
lantic Council think tank in Wash-
ington.

“It’s not going to be months, not 
even weeks, I would say (just) days,” 
he said.

Under US President Donald 
Trump, Washington has attempted 
to renegotiate trade agreements 

with many countries that he threat-
ened with tariff s over what he calls 
unfair trade relations. Many econo-
mists dispute Trump’s characteri-
sation. The US State Department 
and Pakistan’s foreign ministry, in 
separate statements after Rubio’s 
meeting with Dar, said the two 
stressed in their discussion the im-
portance of expanding trade and 
ties in critical minerals and min-
ing. A post by Rubio on X after the 
meeting and the State Department’s 
statement mentioned no timeline 
for fi nalising a trade deal.

The Pakistan foreign ministry 
also said Dar “appreciated the piv-
otal role” by Trump and Rubio “in 
de-escalating tensions between 
Pakistan and India by facilitating a 
ceasefi re.” The State Department 
statement did not mention India.

Trump has repeatedly taken 
credit for the India-Pakistan cease-
fi re he announced on social media 
on May 10 after Washington held 

talks with both sides. India disputes 
Trump’s claims that the ceasefi re 
resulted from his intervention and 
trade threats.

India’s position is that New Delhi 
and Islamabad must resolve prob-
lems directly with no outside in-
volvement.

An April 22 militant attack in 
India-administered Kashmir killed 
26 men and sparked heavy fi ghting 
between the nuclear-armed Asian 
neighbours in the latest escalation 
of a decades-old rivalry. 

India struck Pakistan on May 7, 
leading Pakistan to strike back two 
days later with the hostilities be-
tween the two killing dozens across 
three days. The ceasefi re was de-
clared on May 10.

New Delhi blamed the April at-
tack on Pakistan, which denied 
responsibility and called for a neu-
tral investigation. Washington 
condemned the attack but did not 
blame Islamabad. 

Russia seizes 
two villages in 
central Ukraine
AFP
Moscow

Russia yesterday said it had wrested two vil-
lages in Ukraine, including one in the cen-
tral Dnipropetrovsk region, marking a fresh 

advance into an area largely spared seizures of land 
since Moscow launched its off ensive in 2022.

Overnight strikes by both sides meanwhile 
claimed six lives — four in central Ukraine and two in 
western Russia, according to offi  cials in both coun-
tries.

The Russian army said its forces had “liberated the 
settlement of Maliyevka” in Dnipropetrovsk weeks 
after it seized the fi rst village in the region — not one 
of the Ukrainian territories annexed by Russia.

In a separate message yesterday, Moscow said 
it had “liberated the settlement of Zeleny Gai” in 
Donetsk region on the border with Dnipropetrovsk, 
adding that it was an important stronghold used by 
Ukraine to protect the area.

Further north in Kharkiv, a Russian strike de-
stroyed a large boiler room that will be impossible to 
repair before winter, while in Sumy, another strike 
hit a regional administration building, local authori-
ties said.

Supported by swarms of drones, Russia gains new 
settlements almost daily, but they are normally re-
duced to rubble and emptied of inhabitants after 
months of fi ghting.

The summer off ensive comes despite a call from 
the United States to cease violence and peace talks 
in Istanbul, which so far have yielded no break-
throughs.

Further Russian advances could harm Ukraine’s 
economy and energy supplies as Dnipropetrovsk 
and Donetsk, which has been occupied since 2014, 
are part of Ukraine’s mining heartland, particularly 
for coal that powers the electricity grid.

Ukrainian authorities have already been order-
ing civilians with children to fl ee a front line that is 
creeping closer.

Deeper Russian advances could mean more at-
tacks on one of Ukraine’s largest cities, Dnipro, 
though Russian troops are around 200km away.

Dnipropetrovsk is not one of the fi ve Ukrainian 
regions — Donetsk, Kherson, Lugansk, Zaporizhzhia 
and Crimea — that Moscow has publicly claimed as 
Russian territory.

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban reacts after delivering his speech to ethnic Hungarians, at Balvanyos 
Summer University, in Baile Tusnad, Romania, yesterday. (Reuters)

Orban: Multi-speed 
EU integration model 
needed to save bloc
AFP
Budapest

Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban said yes-
terday that the European 

Union (EU) was at risk of “falling 
apart”, claiming that only a multi-
speed integration model could 
save the bloc.

The central idea of a multi-
speed union is allowing some 
members to go faster — or slower 
— towards European integration 
with regard to certain policies 
and topics. The nationalist leader, 
known for wielding veto rights in 
the EU and criticising Brussels, 

made the remarks after deliver-
ing his yearly speech at a summer 
university in Baile Tusnad, a town 
in Romania’s Transylvania region, 
home to a sizeable ethnic Hungar-
ian minority.

Answering a question on what 
he would do if he were head of the 
European commission, Orban said 
he would give rights back to nation 
states and start building a “Europe 
of concentric circles”.

The fi rst such circle would be 
focused on security and could in-
clude Turkiye and Ukraine, both 
of which have ambitions of joining 
the EU, said Orban, who has raised 
a series of objections and obsta-
cles to Ukraine’s EU integration.

The second circle would in-
clude economic integration and 
the Schengen free movement area, 
in which he says Hungary should 
stay.

The third would be the current 
eurozone, and the fourth would be 
a circle of “constitutional insti-
tutions” for those member states 
striving for an “ever closer union”.

“Building this Europe made up 
of concentric circles is the only 
way to save the European Union. 
Otherwise, it’ll fall apart, disin-
tegrate, and start connecting to 
external reference points, like the 
British,” Orban argued.

The Hungarian premier cited 
migration as an example, as Hun-

gary and a few other countries 
have been seeking an opt-out from 
the bloc’s common asylum policy.

Orban also reiterated his threat 
to veto the next long-term EU 
budget unless Brussels unfreezes 
billions of euros in bloc funding 

it withheld over corruption and 
rule-of-law concerns.

“The adoption of the new sev-
en-year budget requires unanim-
ity. And until we get our outstand-
ing money, there will be no new 
European budget,” he said, vowing 

not to “make any concessions on 
our sovereignty.”

The European Commission re-
cently presented plans for a €2tn 
($2.3tn) budget for 2028-34 that 
aims to boost the bloc’s competi-
tiveness and defence capabilities.



Reuters
Moscow

The Russian rouble’s 
45% rise against the 
US dollar since the 
start of the year has 

made it one of the world’s best 
performing currencies — but the 
sharp appreciation is proving 
to be a double-edged sword for 
the heavily sanctioned Russian 
economy.

The strength of the rouble 
means that dollar-denominated 
energy revenues generate fewer 
roubles for the Russian budget. 
Russian businesses also argue it 
is making exports more expensive 
to buyers in dollars and other 
currencies.

But President Vladimir Putin’s 
central bank governor, Elvira 
Nabiullina, argues that a softer 
currency would be a sign of 
economic vulnerability.

Nabiullina, who on Friday 
announced the latest interest rate 
decision, says the exchange rate is 
not just there to please exporters, 
stressing that the strong rouble is 
a product of the tight monetary 
policy needed to fi ght stubbornly 
high infl ation.

The following explains some 
of the factors behind the rouble’s 
rise and its implications.

The rouble has strengthened 
about 45% against the dollar 
this year. The rise is driven 
primarily by the central bank’s 
tight monetary policy and 
optimism after US-Russia talks in 
February raised hopes for a peace 
settlement in Ukraine.

Interest rates on rouble deposits 
have also soared above 20%, 
making the currency attractive to 
savers and as a speculative trade 
for its yield. At the same time, 

high borrowing costs have slowed 
imports, reducing demand for 
foreign currency.

The weakness of the US 
currency, whose index lost 
6.6% since President Donald 
Trump’s “Liberation Day” tariff  
announcement on April 2, has 
also helped the rouble.

Although the central bank 
says there is a freely fl oating 
exchange rate, it has been selling 
the Chinese yuan, its only major 
intervention tool, to support 
the rouble. When the rouble 
strengthens against the yuan, its 
rate against the dollar strengthens 
as well to avoid arbitrage.

The stronger rouble helps 
the regulator fi ght infl ation by 
making imports cheaper. VTB’s 
First Deputy CEO Dmitry Pyanov 
alleged recently this is part of a 
deliberate strategy.

The rouble is also supported 
by currency controls introduced 
after the start of the war in 
Ukraine to prevent capital fl ight 
but recently exporters have 
been repatriating more foreign 
currency revenues than they are 
obliged to.

Since sanctions hit the Moscow 
Stock Exchange (MOEX) in 2024, 
the rouble trades over-the-
counter against the dollar and 
euro. Banks report their quotes to 
the central bank, which uses them 
to set the offi  cial rate.

This market is opaque since 
only the central bank sees full 
transaction data. Some smaller, 
mostly non-Russian banks report 
quotes to market data providers.

The rouble trades against the 
yuan on MOEX. Dollar/rouble 
futures, which also trade on 
MOEX, provide some market 
guidance on exchange rate. There 
is no black market rate for foreign 
currency in Russia.

The rouble is no longer a major 
internationally traded currency 
and many Western companies and 
banks have left Russia. But Russia 
remains a top oil and agriculture 
exporter and the world’s 11th 
largest economy.

Russia’s push to shift trade 
into non-Western currencies, 
especially the yuan, may have 
implications for the global 
dominance of the US dollar in 
the long-term. Major developing 
economies like China and India 
are watching closely.

The yuan has overtaken the 
dollar as Russia’s most traded 
foreign currency. In 2024, 95% 
of Russia’s trade with China was 
settled in yuan and roubles.

Yuan-rouble trading volumes 
on the Moscow Exchange reached 
33tn roubles ($420bn) in 2024. 
Russia’s total trade with China hit 
a record $245bn. The rouble is up 
against the yuan by 25% this year.

Energy fi rms repatriate yuan 
earnings, while importers use 
yuan to buy goods. Most analysts 
now focus on the rouble/yuan 
rate, not the dollar.

The government wants a 
weaker rouble to boost budget 
revenues. The 2025 budget 
assumes an average rate of 94.3 
roubles per dollar, but the current 
rate is around 78.

If the rouble stays strong, VTB 
analysts estimate the budget 
could lose 2.4% of its revenues 
this year.

Exporters, from oil to metals 
to agriculture, are also hurting. 
A stronger rouble makes their 
revenues shrink. Many offi  cials 
and business leaders say they 
would prefer a rate of 100 to the 
dollar.

Putin has not spoken publicly 
about the rouble’s strength in 
recent months.

The public still sees the dollar 
as the benchmark, even though 
yuan use is rising. Cash dollars 
and euros remain available in 
bank branches, though there are 
now far fewer exchange offi  ces 
than in previous decades.

Sanctions have made foreign 
travel and dollar and euro 
international transfers harder, 
reducing demand for cash dollars.

In the fi rst quarter of early 
2025, Russians bought about 
200bn roubles’ worth of foreign 
currency, unchanged from a 
year earlier. High rouble interest 
rates have made foreign currency 
savings less attractive.

Analysts have warned for 
months that the rouble is 
overvalued, but the currency has 
defi ed their forecasts so far.

The central bank is widely 
expected to cut interest rates at 
its upcoming meeting. If it does, 
market rates will fall as well, 
prompting savers to pull money 
from rouble deposits. That could 
weaken the currency.

A bigger test looms in early 
September, when a 50-day 
deadline set by US President 
Donald Trump for Russia to show 
progress toward peace in Ukraine 
expires. If new US sanctions 
targeting buyers of Russian oil 
follow, the rouble could come 
under renewed pressure.

The last time the rouble 
weakened signifi cantly was in 
November 2024, after Washington 
sanctioned Gazprombank, which 
had handled oil and gas payments.

A source close to the central 
bank pointed to Reuters that when 
the regulator cut the key rate from 
17% to 11% between February and 
July 2015, the rouble took several 
months to weaken gradually. This 
is the regulator’s expectation this 
time. — Reuters

Japan’s trade agreement with the US could serve as the 
benchmark for many other deals currently being negotiated with 
Washington, and the global economy could just about support the 
15% level agreed overnight, economists said.

Tokyo’s deal with the US lowers tariffs on auto imports to 15% 
from levies totalling 27.5% previously. Duties that were due to 
come into effect on other Japanese goods from August 1 will also 
be cut to 15% from 25%.

The deal with the world’s fourth-largest economy, which 
includes commitments for US-bound investment and loans, is 
the most significant of a clutch of pacts US President Donald 
Trump has concluded to date. It raises pressure on China and the 
European Union, which both face crucial August deadlines.

Although 15% is still a significant duty, such a level is still 
manageable and less damaging than the volatility created by the 
uncertainty, which has made it near impossible for firms to plan 
investments, some economists argue.

“Average tariffs for the US were around 2.5% for 2024 (while) 
currently, average tariffs stand around 17%,” Mohit Kumar at 
Jefferies said, referring to the rise in global duties since Trump’s 
so-called “Liberation Day” announcement on April 2.

“Our base case remains that when the dust settles, we could see 
average tariffs around 15%, though recent deals suggest that this 
number could be slightly higher,” Kumar said. “While a negative 
from a macro point of view, the world can live with 15% or so 
tariffs.”

Financial markets heaved a sigh of relief on Wednesday.
Japan’s Nikkei stock index jumped 3.5% on the deal but 

European shares were also higher, driven by automakers, on 
growing optimism that workable deals are possible.

“It looks like the 
benchmark for major 
economies is going to be 
10-15% and a somewhat 
higher level for smaller 
economies,” Derek 
Halpenny, head of research 
at MUFG in London, said.

Volvo Car stocks 
jumped more than 10% 
while Germany’s Porsche, 
BMW, Mercedes-Benz 
and Volkswagen, all with 
significant US sales, rose 
between 4% and 7%.

“This more positive trade 
news has really helped to ease investor fears that tariffs are about 
to snap back higher on August 1,” Deutsche Bank’s Jim Reid said.

“But of course, the threat of much higher tariffs still remains 
for several large economies, including the 30% on the EU, 35% 
on Canada and 50% on Brazil,” Reid added. “We also know from 
experience that we might not know the outcome until hours 
before the deadline.”

Longer-term US inflation expectations eased a touch on the 
deal, suggesting that trade agreements could alleviate some price 
fears and give the US Federal Reserve room to lower interest rates 
later this year.

However, markets continue to see a close to zero chance of a 
Fed rate cut next week and the first move is not fully priced in 
until October.

The EU, which negotiates trade deals on behalf of its 27 
members, could be next. Trump has said he will impose 30% 
tariffs by August 1, triggering threats of retaliatory measures from 
the EU.

Such a level would be economically debilitating for a bloc 
that relies heavily on trade and would wipe out whole chunks of 
transatlantic commerce. The EU originally hoped it could secure 
a tariff of around 10% but has since accepted the outcome is likely 
to be several points higher at least.

Pressures also remain high on China, which is facing an August 
12 deadline before tariffs could snap back to 145% on the US 
side and 125% on the Chinese side without a deal or a negotiated 
extension.

“The US-Japan deal will put more pressure on other major 
Asia exporters to secure better deals,” ING said. “We’ve already 
seen trade deals with the Philippines and Indonesia. Before 1 
August, there should be more deals struck with Asian exporters.” 
— Reuters
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Why Russian rouble is 
outperforming US dollar 
and what it means

The strength of the rouble means that dollar-denominated energy revenues generate fewer roubles for the Russian budget.

US-Japan trade deal 
averts worst for 
global economy

'The US-Japan 
deal will put 
more pressure 
on other major 
Asia exporters 
to secure better 
deals'



By Dan Collyns
Lima

The seizure of one of the largest known mercury 
shipments in history, moving from mines in 
Mexico to illegal Amazon gold mining zones, 
exposes the wide use of the toxic metal in the 

rainforest, according to authorities.
Peru’s customs agency, SUNAT, found four metric 

tonnes of illegal mercury in Lima’s port district 
of Callao, according to a report by the non-profi t 
Environmental Investigations Agency (EIA).

“This SUNAT intervention has prevented this 
chemical from having a serious impact on people’s 
health and the environment, as can be seen in several 
areas of the country devastated by the illegal use 
of mercury and illicit activities,” SUNAT said in a 
statement.

The vast transnational smuggling operation 
traffi  cked some 200 tonnes of elemental mercury 
over more than six years, an amount that would have 
contributed to the production of at least $8 billion 
worth of illegal gold, according to the EIA, which 
worked alongside SUNAT to uncover the network.

“The toxic fl ow of mercury to the illegal gold mines 
in the Amazon has been presented and accepted as 
inevitable for too many years,” said Alexander von 
Bismarck, Executive Director at EIA US.

“It is time to challenge this status quo that aff ects 
Amazonian communities and benefi ts organised 
criminals,” he said.

The scheme spanned at least four countries — 
Mexico, the country of origin, Peru, the destination for 
three-quarters of the mercury, Colombia and Bolivia — 
between April 2019 and June 2025.

All four are signatories of the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury to protect human health 
by reducing and ultimately eliminating mercury 
use, and the undeclared shipments were in direct 
violation of the convention.

Record gold prices have encouraged a fl ourishing 
illegal mining trade that damages local nature and 
biodiversity and is raising signifi cant health concerns.

With the price of gold surpassing $3,000 per ounce, 
mercury, which is used to extract the gold in illegal 
mines in the Amazon, is worth four times as much.

A highly dangerous neurotoxin, mercury is one of 
the top 10 chemicals of major public health concern, 
according to the World Health Organisation (WHO).

It enters the food chain, bioaccumulates and causes 
developmental delays in children, cognitive impairment 
and multiple other serious health problems for 
Amazonian communities.

“To extract gold, rivers and streams are polluted, 
and territories are plundered,” said Julio Cusurichi, an 
Indigenous leader and Goldman Environmental Prize 
winner, in Madre de Dios, the Peruvian Amazon region 
most heavily impacted by illegal gold mining.

“Mercury pollution even aff ects fi sh, which is the 

daily diet of our Indigenous communities. Now the 
contamination is reaching all of us who live in the 
Madre de Dios region, Indigenous or not,” he said.

Mercury air pollution in parts of Madre de Dios is 
more than 5.5 times higher than the WHO’s safety 
levels.

The investigation uncovered a network involving 
organised crime groups allegedly centred around a 
mercury trader identifi ed as Juan José Zamorano Davila, 
based in Querétaro state, Mexico, according to the EIA 
and Peruvian authorities.

Zamorano allegedly oversaw procurement, 
concealment, export logistics and fi nancial structuring 
of the shipments, according to the EIA.

The route begins in Querétaro, where a few active 
mercury mines, some located within the Sierra Gorda 

Unesco Biosphere Reserve that is considered a unique 
ecosystem of cultural signifi cance, produce dozens 
of tonnes of mercury each year to feed gold mining 
demand in the Amazon.

Evidence collected by EIA indicated some of the 
mines are controlled by the Jalisco New Generation 
Cartel, one of Mexico most powerful illegal drug 
networks.

In May, sources from the Querétaro mines told 
investigators that “mercury fever” has hit the region 
this year, triggered by record prices of about $330 per 
kg off ered by mercury traffi  ckers as a consequence of 
skyrocketing gold prices.

Once smuggled into South America from the 
Mexican port of Manzanillo, the mercury was moved 
through ports and companies with alleged ties to 
organised crime and resold in illegal gold mining zones, 
including territories controlled by armed criminal 
groups like the Clan de Golfo (AGC) and the ELN in 
Colombia.

The mercury found in the port of Callao was hidden 
in sacks of gravel and falsely declared as crushed stone 
or decorative rocks to bypass customs.

Invoices for the shipments were infl ated and 
misclassifi ed to disguise their contents. Each 20-tonne 
container was declared at $11,000 (about 20 times 
higher than legitimate gravel prices) despite actually 
containing mercury worth up to $2mn.

The container intercepted in Peru tested positive 
for mercury vapour levels 480 times above safety 
thresholds.

The shipment was marked as destined for Bolivia, 
passed through the port of Callao and, the investigation 
showed, was diverted through Peru’s southern city of 
Arequipa, a distribution hub for destinations such as 
Madre de Dios.

Similar shipments were traced to Colombia as well as 
Bolivia, often routed through the US port of Houston, 
Texas, creating a potential jurisdiction issue in the 
United States.

The routes underscore the global nature of the 
traffi  cking operation and also bring attention to limited 
inspection in transshipment scenarios, the report said. 
— Thomson Reuters Foundation

By Lizette Chapman
Bloomberg

Every month Neros Inc makes 
hundreds of drones designed to 
drop warheads on adversaries. By 
the end of the year, the company 

wants its new Southern California factory 
to crank out 10,000 per month. Never 
mind that Neros only has orders for 36,000 
of them for Ukraine.

“If we wait until a buyer comes knocking 
and asks for a certain quantity of drones 
built at a certain pace, it will be too late,” 
said Chief Executive Offi  cer Soren Monroe-
Anderson. “The supply chain is the hard 
part. We are putting in the work now” to be 
able to produce weapons later, he said. 

Neros is one of a growing number 
of startups betting on the great re-
industrialisation of America’s defence 
base. Dozens of other Silicon Valley 
industrial companies are building out large 
manufacturing operations, at the same 
time the Trump administration pushes to 
bulk up defence spending. A rough tally 
of plans by just a few of the better-known 
startups in the industry shows they’re 
spending a collective $4bn and counting 
over the next few years on shipyards, 
factories and manufacturing tools and 
equipment.

Weapons maker Anduril Industries 
Inc and autonomous ship builder Saronic 
Technologies are undertaking the largest 
projects, investing $1bn and $2.7bn 
respectively to build software-operated 
manufacturing megafactories, capable 
of producing tens of thousands of AI-
powered autonomous ships, aerial drones, 
fi ghter jets and other weapons. 

They’re joined by other venture-backed 
players like factory startup Hadrian, drone 
and defence company Shield AI, satellite 
fi rm Astranis Space Technologies Corp, 
and industrial parts and manufacturing 
upstart Divergent Technologies Inc. This 
month, Varda Space Industries Inc, backed 
by investors like Peter Thiel’s Founders 
Fund, raised $187mn to open a lab in 
California to bolster its drugmaking eff orts 
and frequency of its missions to space.

Meanwhile, other tech leaders have even 
grander ambitions. The developers of the 
billionaire-backed futuristic community 
California Forever are planning to build 
the largest defence-focused industrial 
manufacturing park in the US that will 
also include a shipyard near San Francisco. 
Another project, Frontier Valley, hopes 
to construct 5mn square feet of Bay Area 
manufacturing space. 

 “This new age of defence is about rapid 
manufacturing,” said Lux Capital general 
partner Brandon Reeves, whose fi rm 
has backed Anduril, Varda and Hadrian. 
“Everyone is trying to get to scale.”

The eff orts could help address a 
glaring problem in American national 
security: the slow speed of US weapons 
manufacturing compared with China. 

In most modern-day wartime scenarios, 
the country that’s able to quickly produce 
the most autonomous drones, ships and 
other hardware has a vast advantage, 
meaning America is poorly positioned. VCs 
and startups have been vocal about this 
problem — Joe Lonsdale has invoked the 
critical role of World War II-era production 
eff orts, and Andreessen Horowitz adviser 
Matt Cronin has called the issue an 
“existential threat” to US national security. 

But building out industrial infrastructure 
is a gamble for venture investors who are 
spending large sums to expand production 
with no guarantee that famously hard-to-
get defence contracts will materialise. VCs 
have ploughed more than $70bn into the 
top 100 defence startups, which have so 
far secured about $29bn total in contracts, 
according to a July report by the Silicon 
Valley Defence Group.

“It’s a chicken-and-the-egg problem,” 
said General Catalyst Managing Director 
Paul Kwan, an investor in Anduril, Saronic 
and more than a dozen other defence 
startups planning to expand in advance 
of contract awards. “Private capital 
has stepped up. That’s absolutely the 
investment risk we are taking.”

While startups are making inroads — the 
Defence Department more than doubled its 
annual spending on startups in 2024 — the 
group still represents less than 1% of the 
overall defence budget, per the report’s 
tally.

By far, the bulk of defence spending 
goes to traditional contractors, specifi cally 
Lockheed Martin Corp, RTX Corp, Boeing 
Co, Northrup Grumman Corp and General 
Dynamics Corp. Known as the “Big Five”, 
these fi rms have been around for decades 
and have deep Washington relationships. 
And while these legacy companies have the 
benefi t of well-established supply chains 
and large-scale production facilities, many 
in Washington and Silicon Valley have 
complained that they move too slowly, 

weighed down by layers of bureaucracy 
that aff ect how quickly they can innovate. 
Startups can boast of their more nimble 
structures and up-to-the-minute 
technology, but they usually lack a track 
record, so it’s often diffi  cult for them to 
break through the complicated world of 
Washington procurement that prioritises 
reliability.

“The market is telling these companies 
to grow — and investors are backing them. 
But the Department of Defence has not 
yet built the contracting infrastructure or 
funding fl exibility to meet the moment,” 
the Silicon Valley Defence Group writes. 
The result could be a “two-speed 
ecosystem” where private capital continues 
to grow while public funds remain tied 
to legacy processes and contractors.  
“Ultimately, this is not sustainable,” 
the authors say, “and we risk ecosystem 
momentum collapse.”

One marquee player in defence tech 
is Epirus Inc, which makes electronic 
weapons capable of zapping drones out 
of the sky. The company is prepared to 
spend as much as $50mn to build a new 
facility in Oklahoma this year to make the 
high-powered microwave devices that can 
identify and disable hostile drones. 

CEO Andy Lowery says he will be able to 
increase production by 2027 to as many as 
100 units a year from the current handful 
of prototypes now in use. But whether he’ll 
be able to sell those units once he makes 
them is less clear. 

“We know this is going to be needed, 
but I’m scared. Where’s the paperwork?” 
Lowery said. “For me to put a shovel in the 
ground I want the order.”

The biggest companies in the industry 
have already decided that building big 
manufacturing facilities is worth the 
risk. For example, Anduril, which closed 
a $2.5bn funding round last month, is in 
the process of building out a sprawling 
megafactory in Ohio. Called Arsenal-1, 

the complex is the size of 87 football fi elds. 
It will include at least nine buildings and 
ultimately employ around 4,500 people 
manufacturing nearly all of Anduril’s 
drones, missiles, mini-fi ghter jets and 
other products.

Arsenal-1 is intended to be the fi rst of 
several such large-scale undertakings in 
the coming years, the company has said, 
as it works toward building advanced 
manufacturing systems designed to be 
quickly replicated in other US and allied 
locations.

Meanwhile, Saronic, which raised 
$600mn earlier this year, is spending 
$2.5mn to build a modern shipyard it’s 
calling Port Alpha and an additional 
$200mn to renovate an existing shipyard. 
Saronic CEO and co-founder Dino 
Mavrookas said his company is “on a 
mission” to bring back shipbuilding on a 
scale not seen since World War II, and is 
seeking to double its employee count to 
700 by the end of this year. 

So far, Saronic has collected just $33mn 
in contracts from the federal government, 
according to data compiled by Bloomberg 
Government. But with a new partnership 
and at least three new ship products this 
year, Mavrookas expects more. 

Shipbuilding, like rocket factory 
construction, could help the US meet a 
critical need. America builds less than 
1% of the world’s new ships per year, 
while China produces roughly half. The 
issue is urgent enough that the Trump 
administration recently issued an executive 
order calling for more construction. 
Companies like Saronic could play a key 
role in advancing naval technology while 
helping the US catch up to potential 
adversaries. 

However, even if the orders come in, 
there’s no guarantee that new Silicon 
Valley technology will play the role 
technologists hope it will. As more 
companies hustle to lock down US 

supply chains, design modern factories 
and staff  assembly lines in anticipation 
of increased demand — they have yet 
to prove new technology will work as 
promised, or that the new factories can 
handle a massive production surge.

“They are untested. I have an open 
question about whether these companies 
can actually scale production of these new 
weapons systems,” said Becca Wasser, 
defence deputy director for the Center for a 
New America Security. “They say they can 
do it, but mass production is really, really 
hard.”  

Moving fast in defence manufacturing 
requires many pieces of a production 
puzzle to come together at the same time. 
Neros, which is backed by Founders Fund 
and Sequoia Capital, is struggling to fi nd 
enough rocket motors from a US-based 
supplier to produce 10,000 drones a 
month. After working for months to 
expand production, the startup has located 
a monthly supply of only around 3,000 
motors so far — enough to fulfi l its current 
orders, but well short of its ultimate goal of 
1mn a year.

Despite the obvious challenges that 
come with manufacturing, swathes 
of Silicon Valley appear undeterred. 
Y Combinator Managing Director 
Jared Friedman said a combination of 
patriotism and a sense of opportunity 
has galvanised many of the young 
entrepreneurs that come through 
the popular tech accelerator. Where 
software once was the obvious choice 
for ambitious founders, today a growing 
number want to make drones, robots, 
ships and other advanced hardware. 

“What’s going to be the next big thing? 
What smart, young people want to 
work on,” Friedman said, adding that he 
expects the revenue to eventually follow 
the investments. “I’m quite optimistic 
that investors are predicting the future 
correctly.”

Silicon Valley’s $4bn gamble 
on defence manufacturing
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Smuggled mercury shows extent 
of illegal Amazon gold mining

Drones being assembled at the Neros headquarters in Los Angeles, California. (Bloomberg) A drone flying in the flight test room at the Neros headquarters. (Bloomberg)

A truck transports barrels used in gold mining along the road to Delta 1, a mining settlement in the Amazon 
rainforest of Madre de Dios, Peru. The barrels are commonly repurposed as flotation devices.
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The Ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Change 
(MoECC)’s Environmental 

Monitoring and Inspection De-
partment is organising a training 
programme for a number of stu-
dents from the Environmental and 
Biological Sciences Department at 
Qatar University’s College of Arts 
and Sciences.

The programme is taking place 
from June 15-August 7 as part of 
the ministry’s summer training 
programme for university stu-
dents.

The programme aims to enhance 
the students’ analytical and re-

search skills through introducing 
them to scientifi c research mecha-
nisms and methodologies used in 
their fi elds of study.

The programme also provides 
the students with the opportunity 
to gain insight into the work of the 
Environmental Monitoring and In-
spection Department and its labo-
ratories.

MoECCMoECC
organises organises 
summer summer 
training for training for 
university university 
studentsstudents

The 10th edition of the Local Dates Festival has recorded the sale of 
more than 33 tonnes in the fi rst two days.

The sales of dates, according to fi gures shared by Souq Waqif 
Management on X, stood at 19,408kg on the fi rst day and 14,884kg on the 
second day.

The festival, which started on Thursday at the Easter Square of Souq 
Waqif and runs until August 7, features several types of dates and date 
products along with locally grown fruits.

Held under the auspices of the Ministry of Municipality and the Souq 
Waqif Management, the festival is open from 4pm-9pm except on Fri-
days and Saturdays, when it is open from 4pm-10pm.

The annual dates festival features all Qatari varieties, including Al 
Khalas, Al Khenaizi, Al Shishi, Al Barhi, Al Saqai, Al Razizi, Nabt Saif and 
Al Lulu.

The festival also sells locally grown fruits, including fi g and papaya, 
and date products like cakes, shakes and ice creams.

Local Dates Festival 
records sales of over 33 
tonnes in first two days

The festival at the Easter Square of Souq Waqif runs until August 7. 
PICTURES: Shemeer Rasheed

The Qatar Cultural Centre for the 
Blind hosted a blind table tennis 
activation at Qatar Foundation 

(QF)’s Ladies Night at Education City 
Stadium, highlighting the power of inclu-

sive sport and encouraging women and 
girls to stay active.

The QF Ladies Night off ers a vibrant, 
inclusive space for women and girls aged 
six and above to try new sports and con-
nect with others through a variety of free 
fi tness classes and activities.

“Qatar Foundation has been a pioneer 
in supporting Qatari women in sports,” 
Maryam al-Kuwari, the events and ac-
tivities supervisor at the Qatar Cultural 
Centre for the Blind, said. “This col-
laboration helps promote sports for blind 
women as part of a healthy lifestyle, while 
also increasing awareness and acceptance 
of inclusive athletic opportunities.”

“This partnership provides a socially 
inclusive and culturally sensitive space 
for blind girls to engage in physical activ-
ity,” she said. “ It fosters their integration 
and empowers them through safe and 
supportive sporting environments.”

Blind table tennis is an adapted form 
of the sport played on a longer table with 
raised side edges and a ball that contains a 
bell for sound-based tracking.

Players use rectangular bats and roll the 
ball under a wooden barrier that replaces 
the traditional net.

The game relies entirely on auditory 
cues, with players using sound to follow 
and respond to the ball’s movement.

“I have been playing table tennis for 
one year,” said participant Amal Adam. 
“My friends taught me how to play, and 
it’s very enjoyable. We have to rely on our 
ears – we listen because we can’t see – so 
we need to concentrate on the sound. I 
play with lots of friends.”

“I’m very happy to be here at the Edu-
cation City Stadium and I am enjoying it 
a lot,” she said. “It’s my fi rst time at QF’s 
Ladies Night, and it’s a special experience 
for me. I’d defi nitely like to come back.”

Providing advice to others who are 
visually impaired, she added: “I encour-
age others to try the sport if they get the 
chance. My advice is to keep going – do 
whatever you enjoy, just give it a try and 
don’t give up.”

“Every journey starts with challenges, 
but it gets easier,” Adam stated.

h Q t C lt l C t f th i t d i d Pl t l b t d ll th

Blind table tennis Blind table tennis 
takes the spotlight takes the spotlight 
at QF’s Ladies Nightat QF’s Ladies Night
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