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Qatar opens pavilion at Venice Biennale

®Sheikha Al Mayassa: It’s the beginning of a new cultural journey

QNA
Venice

E the Chairperson of Qatar
HMuseums Board of Trus-

tees Sheikha Al Mayassa
bint Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani
inaugurated Qatar’s pavilion at the
19th International Architecture
Exhibition (La Biennale di Ven-
ezia) in the historic Giardini della
Biennale in Venice, Italy.

In her speech at the event, HE
Sheikha Al Mayassa emphasised
that this participation marks the
beginning of a new cultural journey,
reflecting Qatar’s presence in spirit
and stone, noting that the pavilion
demonstrates Qatar’s commitment
to fostering intercultural dialogue
and promoting cultural exchange.

She added that the pavilion,
which features an art installation
by Pakistani architect Yasmeen
Lari, embodies values of inclu-
sivity and belonging and aligns
with this year’s theme “My home
is your home”. HE Sheikha Al Ma-
yassa said that Qatar’s participa-
tion goes beyond architectural
construction, presenting a power-
ful cultural message that amplifies
the voice of the region and show-

IMF approves S1bn
Pakistan payout

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) yesterday approved
aloan programme review for
Pakistan, unlocking around

$1bn in much-needed funds

and greenlighting a new $1.4bn
bailout. Pakistan came to the
brink of default in 2023, as a
political crisis compounded an
economic downturn and drove
the nation’s debt burden to
terminal levels. It was saved by a
$7bn bailout from the IMF — its
24th since 1958. “The authorities
have demonstrated strong
programme implementation,
which has contributed to
improving financing and external
conditions, and a continuing
economic recovery,” the IMF said
in a statement. (AFP)

80% tariff on Chinese
imports ‘seemsright’
US President Donald Trump
said yesterday an 80% tariff on
Chinese goods “seems right”,
for the first time suggesting

a specific alternative to the
145% levies he has imposed

on Chinese imports ahead

of closely watched weekend
talks. US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent and chief trade
negotiator Jamieson Greer will
meet Chinese economic tsar He
Lifeng in Switzerland for talks
aimed at containing a trade

war between the world’s two
biggest economies. It could be
the first step toward resolving a
damaging trade conflict that has
already entangled global supply
chains. (Reuters)

Gold pricesrise as
dollar falls

Gold prices rose more than 1%
yesterday, benefiting from the
weaker US dollar and positive
signs of a resolution to trade
disputes between the US and
China. Spot gold rose 1.1% to
$3,340.29 per ounce, gaining
3.1% this week and more than
27% since the beginning of the
year. US gold futures rose 11%
to settle at $3,344, while the
dollar fell 0.3%, making gold less
expensive for holders of other
currencies. (QNA)

cases its heritage with confidence.

She highlighted that Venice,
historically a bridge between East
and West, serves as an ideal plat-
form for conveying this message,
adding that Qatar will soon join
other nations in Giardini, where
architecture becomes diplomacy
and beauty speaks for peace.

She pointed out that Qatar’s
pavilion, designed by talented ar-
chitect Lina Qattouf, symbolises

hospitality and resilience, reflect-
ing shared aspirations.

HE Sheikha Al Mayassa af-
firmed that culture is the founda-
tion of the pavilion’s design, with
kindness as its language, making it
not just an architectural structure,
but a space for dialogue, wonder,
and global engagement in conver-
sations that inspire peace and cul-
tural exchange.

Qatar’s new pavilion is cen-

trally located within the Biennale
gardens, near the renowned Book
Pavilion, adding a distinctive
presence to the prestigious histor-
ical gardens that have showcased
leading cultural and artistic crea-
tions for over 50 years.

Chief Executive Officer of Qatar
Museums (QM) Mohamed Saad
al-Rumaihi, said that internation-
al exhibitions are a cornerstone of
the institution’s strategy to raise

‘Aid distribution in Gaza nearly
impossible without UNRWA’

AFP
Geneva

ine any operation to deliver

humanitarian aid to the be-
sieged Gaza Strip without the
UN agency for Palestinian refu-
gees, a UNRWA spokeswoman
said yesterday.

The US on Thursday announced
anew foundation to provide aid to
Gaza, sidelining the UN as Israel’s
two-month blockade brings se-
vere shortages to the war-bat-
tered Palestinian territory.

“It is impossible to replace
UNRWA in a place like Gaza. We
are the largest humanitarian or-
ganisation,” the agency’s spokes-
woman Juliette Touma told a
press conference in Geneva,
when asked about that proposal.

Little is known for sure about
the body proposed by the US, but
a listing in Switzerland showed
the establishment in February of
the “Gaza Humanitarian Foun-
dation”.

“We have the largest reach,
whether it is through our teams
that work across the Gaza Strip,
where we have more than 10,000
people who work to deliver
whatever is left of the supplies,”
said Touma, speaking from Am-
man, Jordan.

“We also manage shelters for
the displaced families.”

“It is very, very difficult to
imagine any humanitarian op-

It is “very difficult” to imag-

Palestinians sift through destroyed shelters at a UNRWA school
housing displaced people, following an Israeli strike in the Bureij
refugee camp in the centre of the Gaza Strip.

eration without UNRWA”

Israel has blockaded Gaza
for two months, leading UN
agencies and other humanitar-
ian groups to warn of dwindling
supplies of everything from fuel
to medicine to the territory of
2.4mn Palestinians.

Such a proposal is widely criti-
cised by the UN and humanitar-
ian organisations.

“We’ll only participate in any
aid operation that respects our
humanitarian principles of inde-
pendence, humanity and impar-
tiality,” UN spokesman Rolando
Gomez told the press conference.

James Elder, spokesman for
the UN children’s agency Unicef,
said Israel’s plan would only in-

crease the suffering of young-
sters in the Gaza Strip.

“It’s dangerous to ask civilians
to go into militarised zones to col-
lect rations; it further entrenches
forced displacement for political
and military purposes; and hu-
manitarian aid should never be
used as abargaining chip,” he said.

Those most at risk, who are
unable to travel to such zones,
would “face horrendous chal-
lenges” in accessing aid as a re-
sult, Elder added.

“And the use of humanitarian
aid as a bait to force displace-
ment, especially from the north
to the south, will create this
impossible choice between dis-
placement and death” Page 4

EU rejects attempts to alter Gaza’s demographic composition

The High Representative of the
European Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy,
Kaja Kallas, firmly rejected
any attempts to alter the
demographic composition or
geographical borders of Gaza
Strip, including the forced
displacement of Palestinians.
Speaking at a press conference
in the Polish capital Warsaw

following an informal meeting
of EU foreign ministers,

Kallas expressed EU’s deep
concern over the deteriorating
humanitarian situation in Gaza.
She noted that the foreign
ministers unanimously agreed
that the humanitarian conditions
in the Strip are unbearable and
worsening rapidly.

Kallas called on Israeli

occupation authorities to
immediately lift the blockade
and allow humanitarian aid to
reach those in need inside Gaza.
On the situation in Syria, Kallas
welcomed French President
Emmanuel Macron’s stance
advocating for easing sanctions
on Syria, noting that the matter
is currently under discussion
within EU institutions. (QNA)

Qatar’s cultural profile worldwide,
noting that such shows help build
cultural understanding and rein-
force a creative economy.

Qatar’s ambassador to Italy
Khalid bin Youssef al-Sada af-
firmed that the state’s participa-
tion in this year’s Biennale Venice
is part of a strategic cultural vi-
sion aimed at promoting cul-
tural dialogue with the world and
strengthening bilateral relations

with Italy, based on a firm belief
that culture serves as an effective
bridge for communication and
understanding among peoples.

Meanwhile, the Qatar pavilion
organised the Beyti Beytak exhibi-
tion at La Biennale di Venezia. The
exhibition explores how modern
and contemporary architecture
meets the needs of communities
and reimagines a sense of belong-
ing. Page 12

Qatar’s global efforts to
save environment pay off

®Qatar nominated to represent Asia-Pacific regionin
Bureau of Conference of Parties to Stockholm Convention

he Asia-Pacific Group,
Twithin the Conference of

the Parties on Chemicals
and Hazardous Waste Manage-
ment, has nominated Qatar as
its representative in the Bureau
of the Conference of the Parties
to the Stockholm Convention on
Persistent Organic Pollutants.
The nomination came during the
Conference of the Parties to the
Basel, Rotterdam, and Stockholm
Conventions, held in Geneva. The
nomination reflects the active role
played by Qatar on the interna-
tional stage in protecting the en-
vironment and promoting the sus-
tainable management of chemicals

and waste. It also embodies its
firm commitment to implement-
ing the provisions of international
environmental agreements and its
active participation in their imple-
mentation mechanisms.

This achievement is a qualita-
tive addition to Qatar’s journey in
international environmental work,
enhances its position in global en-
vironmental forums, and confirms
the international community’s
confidence in its competence and
ability to effectively contribute
to achieving the objectives of the
Stockholm Convention and sup-
porting global efforts to achieve
sustainable development.(QNA)

Iran, US to resume
nuclear talks tomorrow

round of nuclear talks with the

US tomorrow in Oman, For-
eign Minister Abbas Araqchi said
yesterday, adding that the nego-
tiations were advancing.

US President Donald Trump’s
special envoy, Steve Witkoff,
plans to attend the talks in Oman,
a source familiar with the matter
said yesterday.

“The negotiations are moving
forward, and naturally, the further
we go, the more consultations and
reviews are needed,” Araqchi said
in remarks carried by Iranian state
media.

“The delegations require more
time to examine the issues that are
raised. But what is important is
that we are on a forward-moving
path and gradually entering into
the details” Witkoff, in an inter-
view with Breitbart News, said the
Iranians had stated that they do

Iran has agreed to hold a fourth

not want a nuclear weapon and the
US will “take them at their word”
on this point.

“If that’s how they feel, then
their enrichment facilities have to
be dismantled. They cannot have
centrifuges. They have to down-
blend all of their fuel that they
have there and send it to a faraway
place — and they have to convert
to a civil programme if they want
to run a civil programme,” he said.

The fourth round of indirect ne-
gotiations, initially scheduled for
May 3 in Rome, was postponed,
with mediator Oman citing “lo-
gistical reasons”.

In a separate statement yes-
terday, Omani Foreign Minister
Sayyid Badr Albusaidi said that
after “co-ordination with both
Iran and the US’, the fourth round
of negotiations was set to take
place tomorrow in Muscat. (Reu-
ters)
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HE the Secretary-General of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr Ahmed
bin Hassan al-Hammadi met in
Putrajaya yesterday with Secretary-
General of Malaysia’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Amran Mohamed

Zin. During the meeting, both sides
discussed bilateral relations and

ways to enhance and develop them,
alongside topics of mutual interest.
The meeting was attended by Qatar’s
ambassador to Malaysia Salah bin
Mohammed al-Sorour, Acting Director
of Asian Affairs Department at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Al-Johara
Yousef Fakhro, and the accompanying
delegation. (QNA)

Al-Hammadi meets Malaysian FM

Al-Hammadi meets Malaysian counterpart

g HE the Secretary-General

of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Dr Ahmed bin Hassan
al-Hammadi met in Putrajaya
yesterday with Malaysian
Foreign Minister Mohamed
Hasan. During the meeting, the
two sides discussed bilateral
relations and explored ways

to enhance and develop
relations, alongside discussions
on topics of mutual interest.
The meeting was attended by
Qatar’s ambassador to Malaysia
Salah bin Mohammed al-Sorour,
Acting Director of Asian Affairs
Department at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Al-Johara Yousef
Fakhro, and the accompanying
delegation.

Jamavar Doha, the Michelin-starred jewel of Indian
fine dining in Qatar, invites guests to embark on a
culinary journey across India with its limited-time
Alphonso Mango Feasting Menu during May.
Created as an ode to the beloved king of fruits, this
seasonal feast at Jamavar Doha in Sheraton Grand
Doha, brings together the bold flavours, heritage,
and artistry of regional Indian cuisines, a statement
said. Curated by culinary director Chef Surender
Mohan, renowned for his refined interpretation

of regional Indian cuisine, this menu celebrates

the Alphonso Mango’s deep cultural significance

in the subcontinent and its remarkable culinary
versatility. Each dish draws inspiration from the
regional flavours of India, unified by the golden hue
and aromatic sweetness of the mango. The menu
offers a flavourful journey across the country, from
the foothills of the north to the spice-laden shores
of the south.

Start with a reimagined street-style classic —
Chandni Chowk Ki Aloo Tikki, a crisp potato patty
layered with flavours and a seasonal mango twist, a
nostalgic nod to Delhi’s Street fare. Travel south with
a seafood special - the Meen Manga Curry, where

tender sea bass is gently simmered in a spiced
coconut broth, enriched with the tang of raw mango
— a soulful tribute to Kerala’s coastal kitchens.

Next, dive into the heat and vibrancy of Ajwaini
Kairee Jheenga, where succulent prawns are
elevated with bold southern spices and a tangy
mango chutney. This is followed by Scallop Mangai,
a seared scallops paired with a mango-infused
sauce, blending tang, spice, and subtle sweetness in
a modern, soulful dish.

To complete the journey, the menu culminates

in Mango Delice — a refined dessert featuring an
Alphonso tart, complemented by tangy mango
salsa and refreshing sorbet. A curated enhanced
beverage pairing is available to complement the
menu’s rich flavours and aromas.

The Alphonso Mango Feasting Menu will be
available until May 31, served for lunch from
12:30pm-3pm and dinner from 6pm-10pm. The
menu is priced at QR350 per person for the non-
vegetarian option, QR295 for the vegetarian option,
and QR250 for the optional beverage pairing.

For more information and reservations: https://
jamavarrestaurants.com/indian-restaurant-doha/

Nigerian president meets al-Khulaifi

b

Nigerian President Bola Ahmed Tinubu met in Abuja yesterday with HE the Minister of State at the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi. Discussions during the
meeting dealt with bilateral relations and means to support and enhance them. The two sides also
discussed the latest developments in Africa, besides topics of common interest. (QNA)

Qatar poised to
become leading
medical tourism
hub: Aamal CEO

By Joey Aguilar
Staff Reporter

atar’s cutting-edge healthcare infrastruc-

ture, further enhanced by innovative treat-

ments and strong international collabora-
tions,"Positions the country as a rising destination
for medical tourism in the region, according to
Aamal Company CEO Rashid bin Ali al-Mansoori.

Speaking to Gulf Times, al-Mansoori expressed
confidence in Qatar’s capabilities, highlighting its
status as having one of the world’s best healthcare
systems and the presence of “very advanced hospi-
tals” He also stressed that Hamad Hospital stands
out in the region.

“Healthcare is an important pillar in Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030, so we need to be supporting this
vision by bringing the best to the Qatar market,” he
said, citing the recent introduction of innovative
treatments, such as the recently launched obesity
drug Wegovy. This, he pointed out, forms part of
Aamal’s aim of providing the best in healthcare for
the people of Qatar. “We look at healthcare not only
as a trading or for making profit but it is the service
and social responsibility of Aamal for its commu-
nity,” al-Mansoori said. He added that partnerships
with international pharmaceutical leaders such as
Novo Nordisk, the manufacturer of Wegovy, are cru-
cial not just for accessing new medicines but also for
knowledge transfer.

Al-Mansoori said that Aamal’s commitment ex-

Rashid bin Ali al-Mansoori

tends beyond providing medication, but to include
public health awareness and prevention. He said
the company actively works to educate its staff and
the wider community about these diseases, viewing
such efforts as fundamental, pre-medical steps that
underline the importance of lifestyle and dietary
choices.

He said the noticeable increase in general tourism,
demonstrated by reports of a crowded airport, also
shows that Qatar’s tourism authorities are success-
fully working on all fronts to attract more visitors
and diversify the nation’s economy.

Ministry launches pest control in different areas

As part of its keenness on maintaining public health and curb the spread of insects, the different municipalities
across the country exerted considerable efforts to fight insects last month. The Ministry of Municipality carried
out 829 applications for fighting insects in Doha Municipality, 995 Al Rayyan, 560 Al Daayan, 453 Umm Slala,
370 Al Wakra, 166 Al Khor and Al Thakhira, and 64 application in Al Sheehaniya Municipality, totalling 3,493
applications handled in April. Most of these applications were submitted through the Ministry of Municipality
app Oun, the Unified Call Centre and the ministry website. Besides, the related efforts are set to go on to
maintain a clean and healthy environment for the residents.

New art exhibition forges cultural dialogues between Europe and the Gulf

By Joey Aguilar
Staff Reporter

s Qatar’s cultural landscape
Allindergoes rapid expansion, a
ew exhibition by renowned
Italian artist Quayola at M7 offers a
timely exploration of how generative
art and artificial intelligence (AI) can
shape evolving dialogues between
Europe and the Gulf region.

‘Nuovo Paesaggio (New Land-
scape);, presented by the Italian
embassy in Doha in collaboration
with Fondazione AGO - Modena
Fabbriche Culturali and supported
by the Directorate-General for Con-
temporary Creativity of the Italian
Ministry of Culture, is on view at M7
(first floor) until July 19.

innovative use of technology
to reinterpret classical art and

“Certainly in the region, there is
really a cultural explosion. There
are a lot of very interesting things
happening, and I find my work also
starting to circulate more here—
that’s something that makes me very
happy,” Quayola told Gulf Times.

The artist, renowned for his inno-
vative use of technology to reinter-
pret classical art and natural forms,
sees the flourishing cultural land-
scape in the Gulf as fertile ground for
such exchanges. “Having this cul-
tural exchange, and this sort of point
of view that meets through art, is

natural forms.
PICTURE: Thajudheen

always a nice thing to witness and to
be part of;” he said.

However, Quayola underlined the
essential human element in his crea-
tions, noting that while technology
is fascinating and full of potential, it
also carries risks that require occa-
sional restraint. For him, the human
component is fundamental, and the
crucial question is not what tech-
nology is used, but how it is applied.

“As technology becomes more

1

Renowned Italian artist Quayola’s ‘Nuovo Paesaggio (New Landscape)’ is on view at M7 until July 19. PICTURE: Joey Aguilar

advanced and standardised, the
artist’s role is to innovate how it is
used... What you see here in this
room is the result of observations
made with a very specific technolo-
gy — one that is widely used in a very
different context.

“But it is not the technology itself
that produces what you see here;

it is the human using that technol-
ogy, sometimes subverting it in
unusual ways. What makes this art-
work unique is the person, not the
technology. And I think how we use
technology is a crucial question for
the future;” Quayola noted.

Having exhibited globally, Quay-
ola finds the diverse interpretations

11 W

of his work enriching. He shared
that the opportunity to display his
art around the world, including in
the Gulf, is deeply rewarding. He
explained that his work explores
universal themes, such as human-
ity’s relationship with nature and
the ways people observe the world,
and he considers art to be a form of

universal language. While interpre-
tations may vary, he noted, the fun-
damental core of what his artworks
offer remains consistent.

Quayola views his art as “a cel-
ebration of nature, and also a cel-
ebration of human creativity - in a
form where machines are there to
enhance our own creativity”
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Malayalam literature hit the shelves at Doha International Book Fair

il

DIBF is attracting readers from all age grot]rg

Family Package.

International Book Fair (DIBF) 2025 for the 12th consecutive year, a

statement said. This year, IPH has brought over 600 Malayalam titles
to the fair. In addition to books published by IPH, the pavilion features
works from a wide array of prominent Malayalam publishers including
DC Books, Mathrubhumi, Pradeeksha, Book Plus, Olive, Other Books,
Madhyamam Books, and Yuvatha Books.

A curated collection of acclaimed Malayalam novels such as Ath-
reyakam, Maranavamsam, Mariya Verum Mariya, Oru Kaalam, and
Agartha are also available. Reflecting this year’s guest country, Palestine,
the pavilion hosts a special display of Malayalam books that delve into the
Palestinian cause and related themes.

Over a hundred titles in children’s literature are on offer, catering to
younger readers. A major highlight is the availability of the most compre-
hensive Islamic encyclopedia ever published in Malayalam. The stall also
features curated book packages, including the Tafheem-ul-Quran Pack-
age, Hadith Package, Children’s Literature Package, History Package, and

IPH Books is once again showcasing Malayalam literature at the Doha

Books authored by expatriate Malayali writers in Qatar are also promi-
nently displayed, offering a platform for local literary voices. The IPH
pavilion, number 58 in hall number three at the fair, will also host daily
surprises, competitions, and book giveaways. The release of 10 new titles
is also scheduled to take place adjacent to the pavilion.

Palestinian publishing house brings
many facets of Jerusalem to book fair

By Tawfik Lamari
Staff Reporter

n the second day of the
O Doha International Book

Fair (DIBF) at the Doha Ex-
hibition and Convention Centre, in
the midst of a very busy and event -
ful evening, and a great turnout
from eager readers of all ages and
categories, Samir al-Jundi spoke
to Gulf Times in an exclusive inter-
view.

The author and publisher said:
“I am honoured to be at the DIBF,
especially this year, which has des-
ignated Palestine as the guest of
honour for its 34th edition. We are
part of this Palestinian pavilion,
where 11 publishing houses from
Palestine participate in this edition
of the DIBF.

We, at Al-Jundi Publishing
House, are based in Jerusalem. To
celebrate this occasion, we have
decided to bring to this pavilion
only new books published in 2025.
So that there is something new to
be seen at this beautiful exhibition.
Therefore, it is worth noting that
we have more than 105 new titles
in this stand, all of which are being
displayed at a book fair for the first
time. Al-Jundi Publishing House is
located in Hall 2, 2H52. This stand
welcomes all distinguished guests.

He added: “In addition to these
books, I also have my own publi-
cations, including Bab al-Amud, a
collection of 29 short stories, each

one tackling an aspect of life in Je-
rusalem. I also have Son of Heaven,
which is a very important book and
one of the best books I have writ-
ten, and I'm proud of this publica-
tion more than any other. The oth-
er book is the novel City Boy, which
tells the story of a young man living
in Jerusalem who managed to excel
in science, education, and social
standing without any help. How-
ever, what distinguishes City Boy
most is that this novel takes place
entirely in Jerusalem.

Samir al-Jundi continued: “An-
other of my new books, the 2025
edition Jerusalem Rituals, is about
seven days I spend in the streets
and alleys of Old Jerusalem. When
I'm walking through these alleys,
if I recall a specific incident that
happened somewhere — and there
are many incidents in Jerusalem
— I recount that incident in detail
and document what I've said with
photographs. Therefore, this book
contains 118 colour photographs.
I cherish this book and consider
it important, especially for young
people. I document Palestinian
identity through words and photo-
graphs, and this is most important
because our presence in Jerusalem
is our only weapon to protect this
city. The author added: “In addi-
tion to these books, we have a col-
lection of works by Palestinian and
Arab poets, including the late poet
Samih al-Qasim, may God have
mercy on him, author of the poem I
Walk Upright, I Walk with My Head

High, an Olive Branch in My Hand
and My Coffin on My Shoulder.
This beautiful poet is from the Pal-
estinian village of al-Rama, where
he lived and was laid to rest. I was
present at the burial. May God
have mercy on him.

He commented the other books:
“The remaining publications are
by authors from all over the Arab
world, because one of the goals of
Dar al-Jundi Publishing House is to
attract writers, authors, and schol -
ars to publish their books in Jeru-
salem to strengthen our presence,
and the most important element of
this presence is culture.

He stressed: “Jerusalem has al-
ways been the capital of culture,
and therefore, we at Dar al-Jundi
seek to prove this principle in
practice through the diversity of
our publications and the depth of
these publications.

“We have very important publi-
cations, for example, the book The
Mother in the Morals of the Mes-
senger, in four volumes. This is
the first time such a title has been
published, and it’s by the brilliant
Egyptian scholar Muhammad al-
Sayyid al-Shinnawi. This man,
who vowed to print and publish all
of his works in Jerusalem without
asking us a single penny. He has
published more than 20 publica-
tions, all of which are in-depth
studies. Among the titles he has
published in Jerusalem are Market
Ethics, the relationship with the
customer and how to deal with him

and the merchant, and the Fac-
tory, basing this on the Prophet’s
(PBUH) Sunnah and the Holy
Quur’an.

Al-Shinnawi also has a new
reading of The Inevitability of Isra-
el’s Demise, based on the Sunnah,
the Qur’an, and history. We print-
ed it in Jerusalem. He also has Je-
rusalem and the Supposed Promise.

Regarding the reception of the
Palestinian pavilion by the organ-
isers of the DIBF, Samir al-Jundi
said: “It is enough for you to visit
the Book Fair and visit the Pal-
estine pavilion to find this more
than wonderful reception from
the organisers of the fair and the
officials from the Ministry of Cul-
ture, headed by HE the Minister of
Culture Sheikh Abdulrahman bin
Hamad al-Thani. This hospitality
has warmed our hearts. The sight
of the State of Palestine pavilion
at the DIBF is truly beautiful, and
I am very happy with this partici-
pation”

Regarding the turnout, Samir al-
Jundi added: “The audience at the
DIBF is a qualitative one. As many
as 18 out of 20 people who attend
the stand buy books. If this indi-
cates anything, it reflects the value
of the person who comes; a serious
and committed reader who buys
books that will benefit them, and
this is very important.”

The exhibition will extend over
10 days, providing a unique cultur-
al experience for readers of all ages
and from different venues.

Qiyadat initiative reflects national direction

QNA
Doha

The Civil Services and Gov-
ernment Development Bu-
reau, represented by the
Institute of Public Administra-
tion, launched the second edition
of the Qiyadat (Leadership) pro-
gramme, in collaboration with
the Qatar Leadership Center and
Duke Corporate Education.

The programme aims to devel-
op the leadership skills of assist-
ant undersecretaries in govern-
ment entities, enhancing their
leadership capabilities and sup-
porting institutional transforma-
tion efforts in the public sector.

In his remarks, HE Dr Ab-
dulaziz bin Nasser bin Mubarak
al-Khalifa, who serves as Presi-
dent of the Civil Service and Gov-
ernment Development Bureau
and Secretary-General of the Na-
tional Planning Council, said that
Qiyadat programme reflects the
national direction toward pre-
paring empowered government
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leaders equipped to keep pace
with change and contribute ef-
fectively to achieving sustainable
development goals.

He highlighted the success of
the program’s first edition and
the tangible impact it had on the
performance of participating en-
tities. Dr Fadi Hisham, a repre-
sentative of Duke Corporate Edu-
cation, delivered an introductory
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presentation outlining the main
features of the program and the
institution’s role in designing
academic content and training
tracks in accordance with global
best practices in public sector
leadership. Following the presen-
tation, the first training session
was held as part of a programme
running through December.

It includes nine specialised

modules covering areas such as
strategic project management,
digital transformation, agile and
transformational leadership, me-
dia engagement, financial and
commercial acumen, crisis man-
agement, customer service, and
innovation in the public sector.

The programme also includes a
learning trip to Estonia from Aug
25-29, aimed at exploring global
experiences in digital transfor-
mation, governance, and entre-
preneurship, as well as learning
about mechanisms for co-oper-
ation between government enti-
ties and civil society in develop-
ing public services.

Qiyadat is considered one of
the most prominent national
initiatives reflecting the Civil
Service and Government Devel-
opment Bureau’s commitment
to preparing second-tier leader-
ship in the government sector. It
contributes to building a resil-
ient leadership system that sup-
ports institutional excellence and
aligns with the goals of Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030.

Author and publisher Samir al-Jundi.

Coffee with a Little Fascism
launched at Cultural Salon

he recently published book ‘Coffee with a Little Fascism’ by Rosa

Publishing House, by HE Sheikh Nawaf bin Mubarak bin Saif al-

Thani, was launched yesterday at the Cultural Salon of the 34th
Doha International Book Fair (DIBF). The author, HE Sheikh Nawaf bin
Mubarak bin Saif al-Thani, reviewed some of the book’s content and his
experience in writing it.

The book includes a collection of intellectual articles that shed light
on contemporary political, social, and cultural issues in a style that com-
bines in-depth analysis with balanced critical discourse.

Through his texts, the author offers an in-depth reading of regional
and international phenomena, drawing on field experience and an inde-
pendent vision that enriches intellectual debate. Speaking to Qatar News
Agency (QNA), HE Sheikh Nawaf bin Mubarak bin Saif al-Thani ex-
plained that the book monitors and analyses contemporary transforma-
tions in the Arab world and their impact on the nation and Arab citizens
in a changing world. He noted that it takes the reader on a journey from
the past to the present to an imagined future.

HE Sheikh Nawaf noted that the most important milestones in this
journey include the Qatari Renaissance experience, its development,
and its national, regional, and global impact, as well as the Arab Spring,
its consequences, and repercussions through monitoring and analysing
events and developments.

The 469-page book, Coffee with a Little Fascism, is written in a sophis-
ticated Arabic language that alternates between seriousness and pur-
poseful sarcasm, providing the reader with a balanced intellectual expe-
rience that raises questions and invites contemplation. It also discusses
the intertwined relationships between issues of society, culture, politics,
the environment, law, and the media. It is worth noting that HE Sheikh
Nawaf bin Mubarak bin Saif al-Thani is an author who juggles his diplo-
matic and military experience, offering distinctive insights into issues of
strategic politics and society. (QNA)
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French pro-Palestinian
group contests govt
move to shut it down

Reuters
Paris

French pro-Palestinian
Aprotest group is contesting

a government decision to
shut it down, saying the move was
politically motivated and based
on “false” arguments as part of a
wider crackdown on the move-
ment for Palestinian rights.

Urgence Palestine (Emergency
Palestine), created in 2023 to pro-
test against Israel’s military offen-
sive in Gaza, filed its counterargu-
ments to the shutdown procedure
on Thursday, their lawyer Elsa
Marcel said.

French Interior Minister Bruno
Retailleau, explaining the deci-
sion, said in a letter dated April
28 to one of the group’s founders,
Omar Alsoumi, that Urgence Pal-
estine had provoked violent acts,
including towards Jewish people,
and had called for armed struggle.
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The French pro-Palestinian group “Urgence Palestine” takes part in an

Asked about the decision, Al-
soumi told Reuters yesterday:
“This shows the partiality of the
French government on the geno-
cidal war that the Palestinian
people is experiencing” He said
the group, which has been organ-
ising protests across France over
the past 19 months, rejects any
conflation of Jews and the Israeli
government and that Palestinians
have the right to resist occupation
under international law.

The French Interior Ministry
did not respond to a request for
comment.

The group’s lawyer Marcel said
the closure was part of a wider
wave of repression in Western
countries against pro-Palestinian,
anti-war activists.

“There is an extremely elastic
use of the question of terrorism
apology, which we contest, and
criticism of Israel is represented as
antisemitism, which we also con-
test,” she said.

International Workers’ Day protests, after the government announces its
intention to shut the organisation down, in Paris.

New Gaza aid plans
would increase children’s

suffering, Unicef s

Reuters
Geneva

he UN Children’s Fund

I (Unicef) yesterday criti-

cised emerging plans to

take over distribution of human-

itarian aid in Gaza on Thursday

floated by both Israel and the US,

saying that they would increase

suffering for children and fami-
lies.

The US State Department ear-
lier floated a solution that would
allow delivery of food aid to Gaza
was “steps away” and an an-
nouncement was coming shortly.

A proposal is circulating
among the aid community for a
Gaza Humanitarian Foundation
that would distribute food from
four “Secure Distribution Sites”,
resembling plans announced by
Israel earlier this week, which
drew criticism that it would ef-
fectively worsen displacement
among the Gaza population.

“It appears the design of a
plan presented by Israel to the
humanitarian community will
increase ongoing suffering of
children and families in the Gaza
Strip,” said Unicef spokesperson
James Elder.

Elder said his remarks also
applied to the new foundation
which he understood to be part of
the same broad plan.

The aid community has already
rejected any plans that would give
occupying power Israel a role in

Five Palestinians martyred
in Israeli shelling of Gaza

ive Palestinians were
Fmartyred and others in-

jured yesterday as a result
of Israeli shelling of the Gaza
Strip.

Medical sources reported that
four citizens, including a child,
were killed when the Israeli oc-
cupation forces shelled a store
in the Al Rimal neighbourhood,
central Gaza City.

Another Palestinian suc-
cumbed to his wounds yesterday
when Israeli shelling targeted
a group of civilians near the Al
Amal Hotel, west of Gaza.

A number of Palestinians
were also injured in an Israeli
airstrike on a Bank of Palestine
branch in the town of Beit Ha-

noun, north of the Gaza Strip.

Four Palestinians were mar-
tyred and dozens wounded in an
Israeli air strike on Jabalia camp,
northern Gaza Strip.

Local sources said that the
air strike targeted the UNRWA
food supply building in the
camp, killing four civilians and
wounding dozens, including
women and children.

The Israeli occupation re-
sumed its aggression on Gaza
on March 18, following a two-
month pause under a ceasefire
agreement that went into effect
on January 19, deepening the
unprecedented  humanitarian
tragedy facing the Strip’s resi-
dents. (QNA)

Arab League conference
recommends strategy
for AI uses in courts

he Arab League wrapped
Tup in Cairo the first Arab
judicial conference on the
challenges facing the judiciary
due to AL
At the conclusion of the event
held by the Arab League’s Arab
Administrative Development
Organisation (ARADO), the con-
ferees recommended the devel-
opment of a comprehensive Arab
strategy for the use of artificial
intelligence in the judiciary. This
strategy aims to unify the vi-
sion and enhance co-operation

among Arab countries, ensuring
the effective and safe use of Al
technologies in justice systems.

They also called for the issu-
ance of comprehensive laws on
artificial intelligence in every
Arab country, to provide the
necessary legal and institutional
frameworks to govern its use and
mitigate potential risks, while
ensuring the quality of the data
used and compliance with the
legal values and principles es-
tablished in the judicial system.
(QNA)

Drone strikes hit
Port Sudan for sixth
straightday

Drone strikes hit Port Sudan for

a sixth straight day yesterday, an
army source said, blaming the
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces,
at war with the regular army since
April 2023.

“Our air defences intercepted
some of the enemy drones which
were targeting sites in the city,” the
source said, speaking on condition
of anonymity.

Witnesses reported strikes across
Port Sudan, seat of the army-
backed government and the
country’s main aid hub.

The port city, which had been
seen as a safe haven from the
devastating conflict between
the army and the RSF, has been
hit by daily drone strikes since
Sunday.

The long-range attacks have
damaged several key facilities,
including the country’s sole
international airport, its largest
working fuel depot and the city’s
main power station.

Later yesterday, the national
electricity company said a drone
strike hit the power station in
Atbara, the River Nile state capital
west of Port Sudan.

The strike with three drones,
blamed on the RSF, started a fire
and caused power outages across
the state and the neighbouring
Red Sea state, where Port Sudan is
located.

Port Sudan is the main entry point
for humanitarian aid into Sudan,
and UN chief Antonio Guterres
warned the attacks “threaten to
increase humanitarian needs and
further complicate aid operations
in the country”, his spokesman
said.

More than two years of fighting
have killed tens of thousands

of people and uprooted 13mn

in what the UN describes as the
world’s worst humanitarian crisis.
(AFP)
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Palestinians wait to receive food cooked by a charity kitchen, in Beit Lahia, northern Gaza Strip.

distributing aid in Gaza.

However, the Foundation
document said the sites would
be “neutral” and US ambassador
to Israel Mike Huckabee said on
Friday that Israel would not be
involved in handing out aid.

Still, Elder said that the use of
such hubs, which the foundation
says will initially serve 300,000
people each, would create risks
for children and families as they

go to retrieve aid and would drive
further displacement.

“The use of humanitarian aid
as a bait to force displacement,
especially from the north to the
south will create this impossible
choice: a choice between dis-
placement and death,” said Elder,
who has been on several missions
to Gaza since the Israel-Hamas
war began 19 months ago.

“It appears designed to rein-

ays

force control over life-sustaining
items as a pressure tactic.”

He called instead for Israel to
lift a more than two-month-long
blockade on aid entries into the
enclave, which is stoking wide-
spread hunger and raising con-
cerns about a spike in malnutri-
tion-related deaths.

“There is a simple alternative,
lift the blockade, let humanitar-
ian aid in to save lives,” he said.

UN committee warns of new mass
expulsion in Palestinian territories

AFP
Geneva

he world could be wit-

I nessing “another Nakba”

expulsion of Palestinians,

a UN committee warned yester-

day, accusing Israel of “ethnic

cleansing” and saying it was in-

flicting “unimaginable suffer-
ing” on Palestinians.

For Palestinians, any forced
displacement evokes memories
of the “Nakba”) or catastrophe
— the mass displacement in the
war that accompanied to Israel’s
creation in 1948.

“Israel continues to inflict
unimaginable suffering on the
people living under its occupa-
tion, whilst rapidly expanding
confiscation of land as part of
its wider colonial aspirations,”
warned a UN committee tasked
with probing Israeli practices af-
fecting Palestinian rights.

“What we are witnessing
could very well be another Na-
kba,” it said, after concluding an
annual mission to Amman.

During the 1948 war, around
760,000 Palestinians fled or
were driven from their homes in
what became known as “the Na-
kba”

tent camp, in Gaza City.

The descendants of some
160,000 Palestinians who man-
aged to remain in what became
Israel presently make about 20%
of its population.

The UN Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Af-
fecting the Human Rights of the
Palestinian People and Other Ar-
abs of the Occupied Territories
was established by the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in December 1968.

The committee is currently
composed of the Sri Lankan, Ma-
laysian and Senegalese ambassa-
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Palestinians, displaced by the Israeli military offensive, shelter in a
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dors to the UN in New York.

“What the world is witnessing
could very well be a second Na-
kba. The goal of wider colonial
expansion is clearly the priority
of the government of Israel,” they
said in their report.

“Security operations are used
as a smokescreen for rapid land
grabbing, mass displacement,
dispossession, demolitions,
forced evictions and ethnic
cleansing, in order to replace the
Palestinian communities with
Jewish settlers.”

Gaza death toll rises to 52,787, says health ministry

The death toll from the Israeli
aggression on the Gaza Strip
since Oct 7, 2023, has risen to
52,787 martyrs, with 119,349
injured, according to the
Palestinian Ministry of Health.
In a statement yesterday, the
Ministry of Health in Gaza
reported that hospitals received
27 martyrs in the past 24 hours,

including one whose body

was recovered, along with 85
wounded individuals.

The statement further noted
that since the renewed Israeli
assault on Gaza on March 18, the
number of martyrs has reached
2,678, with 7,308 wounded.

The ministry also confirmed that
several victims remain trapped

under rubble or in the streets,
with rescue teams and civil
defence forces unable to reach
them.

Israel broke a two-month
ceasefire that had gone into effect
on Jan 19, further deepening the
unprecedented humanitarian
crisis facing Gaza’s population.
(QNA)

Palestinians demonstrate parkour skills
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MES champions of CBSE Qatar

Cluster Athletic Meet 2025

ES Indian School
emerged overall cham-
pions of the CBSE Qatar

Cluster Athletic Meet 2025, jointly
hosted with Mesis Abu Hamour
Branch at the MES ground from
April 29-May 1.

The event brought together the
finest young athletes from the
CBSE schools across Qatar. Com-
petitions were held in three cat-
egories, U-14, U-17 and U-19.

MES has thus established a
sporting legacy of retaining a win-
ning spree for more than two dec-
ades in the CBSE Qatar Cluster
Athletic Meet.

The closing ceremony was
graced by MES governing board
president B M Siddique, sports
and games director Badarudeen
Ghulam Mohyuddin, treasurer
Usman A T, principal Dr Hameeda
Kadar, Mesis principal Prameela
Kannan, coaches, and participants
of all Indian schools.

Amidst jubilation and thunder-
ous applause, the team MES lifted
the Champions Trophy.

The MES athletes were trained
by the department of physical ed-
ucation head Salim ] Nadaf along
with Steeson Mathew, Gigy Abra-
ham and Nazanin S Nadaf.
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Athletes of DPS-Modern Indian
School (DPS-MIS) delivered an
outstanding performances at
the CBSE Qatar Cluster Athletic
Meet, held from April 29-May 1
at MES Indian School.

In the Under-14 category,
Sanjanaa Nakulan and

DPS-MIS wins medals at CBSE Qatar Cluster Athletics Meet
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Rishyanth Senthil bagged gold
medals in the 800m race. In
the Under-17 category, Suhana
Senthil earned a silver in the
1,500m race, while Jeevika
Velusamy won a bronze in long
jump.

In the Under-19 category,

Sterlyn Alfred Fonseca won a
silver in the 1,500m race, and
Madheeha Mudassir a silver
in discus throw. Principal Asna
Nafees congratulated the
participants and wished them
continued success in future
competitions.

DPS-MIS hosts inter-school art competition

PS Modern Indian
DSchool (DPS-MIS) Sil-

ver Jubilee Inter-School
Art Competition brought to-
gether 142 participants from 17
schools across Qatar.

The event was graced by
Shinu George, corporate rela-
tionship officer, DPS Group,
who fondly reflected on the
school’s remarkable 25-year
journey and applauded its un-
wavering commitment to ho-
listic education and creative
growth.

In her address, principal
Asna Nafees highlighted the
importance of art integration in
the curriculum and the value of
providing platforms that nur-
ture budding artists.

The competition was con-
ducted across four categories:
Category 1 (GradesIandII), Cat-
egory 2 (Grades III-V), Category
3 (Grades VI-VIII), and Category
4 (Grades IX-XII).

In Category 1, Thanmay Lijo
(Rajagiri Public School) secured
the first position, followed by
Dhaara Shankari and Hanna
Sara (Bhavan’s Public School)
in the second and third posi-
tions, respectively.

NIS shines in global space competition

Noble International School

(NIS), Qatar, bagged a major
achievement by winning

second place among 170

teams from around the world

in a competition organised by
the Arts and Business College

of London (ABC London) in
collaboration with Space Store.
The event, themed around
designing a futuristic and
sustainable habitat for Mars
2040, selected only 10 teams for
the final round after a rigorous
evaluation process. The first prize
was awarded to a team from the
US, while the third and fourth
prizes went to teams from New
Zealand and the UK, respectively.
The NIS team, comprising Grade
12 students — Ashwanth Kumar,
Amal Shibu, Shivansh Sharma and
Hazim Ahmed — impressed an
international panel of judges with
their innovative and scientifically
sound Mars habitat design.

Their project stood out for its
creativity, sustainability, and
outstanding presentation.

The school management,
principal Dr Shibu Abdul
Rasheed, vice principals, heads
of sections, and the teaching

faculty congratulated the team
for bringing pride to NIS and
the broader Qatari educational
community, a statement said.

In Category 2, Izaan Moham-
mad Rikkaz (DPS Monarch In-
ternational School) clinched
the top spot, while Ancil
Dsouza (DPS-MIS) and Pranav
Nidhin (Podar Pearl School),
were second and third.

In Category 3, Aambal
Synesh and Sohan Sand-
eep from MES Indian School
were first and second, respec-
tively, while Kannika V from
Ideal Indian School (IIS) was
third. Consolation prizes were
awarded to Maryam Abdul-
lah (IIS) and Nemsith Nimpura

Peiris (Shantiniketan Indian
School).

In Category 4, Kalyani Sunil
(Rajagiri Public School) earned
the first position, followed
by Jannatul Maowa (Bhavan’s
Public School) in second and
Tanshi Sivaraja (Birla Public
School) in third.

A consolation prize was
awarded to Malavika Un-
nikrishnan (Bhavan’s Public
School).

The panel of judges included
Richa Bahl, Ramachandran Ar-
sha, and Vaishnavi Srinivasan.

MES wins prizes in elocution competition

Three students of MES Indian School won prizes
in the B K Mohamed Kunhi Interschool Elocution

prizes in the junior and senior categories,
respectively and in the inspirational speech senior

NIS student.creates
readingrecord

Riona Saha, a KG-2 student of Noble International
School, Doha, has entered the International Book
of Records by becoming the youngest child to
read the maximum number of Level E books in a

single sitting.

At four years, three months and 17 days, Riona read
seven Level E books. The school management,
principal Dr Shibu Abdul Rasheed, vice-principals,
heads of sections, and the teaching faculty

congratulated the achiever.

category Aaesha Fathima Basheer (Class IX) won

third prize.

Co-ordinators and members of the department of
English, including Atheen B, Pushyami, D Rex, and
Ishrat Fathima trained the students for the event.

conferred upon the captains and
vice-captains of the school’s four
houses - Apollo, Atlas, Hercules,
and Pegasus - along with the newly
appointed junior captains from
each house.

The key leadership positions

for the academic year were
announced, with Aadil Ali Shaikh
appointed head boy, Michelle
Donald Vattakuzhi as head

girl, Shreya Sara Aju as cultural
secretary, and Junaid Jaseer as
sports captain.

Dakshin Dilu and Yara Hamdi were
selected as junior head boy and
head girl, respectively.

The board of directors were

present. In his address, Dr Aju
Abraham urged the newly
appointed leaders to embrace
their roles as role models and
lead with both passion and
purpose. Following this, the
principal administered the oath
of office, formally entrusting the
responsibilities to the student
leaders.

In his presidential address, First
Lt al-Naama, emphasised the
importance of diligently fulfilling
their leadership duties. He
encouraged the young leaders
to inspire their peers to step
forward and embrace leadership
opportunities in the future.

Competition 2025, organised by the MES Alumni
Association and Mesaa Toastmasters Club under the
theme ‘Voices of Tomorrow’.

In Table Topic, Afrah Fathima (Class IX) and
Mohammed Aiman Jamil (Class XII) won second

Rajagiri Public School organised
the investiture ceremony for
academic year 2025-2026, officially
inducting the newly appointed
student leaders.

Juvenile Police Department’s
awareness officer First Lt
Mohammad Abdulla al-Naama
was the chief guest while Faisal
al-Hudawi from the Ministry

of Interior’s Public Relations
Department was the guest of
honour.

The event celebrated the
appointment of student leaders
across various levels, beginning with
the class prefects from Grades 1-12.
Leadership roles were formally
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Landmark
500th meeting

The Indian Club of Toastmasters (ICTM) recently
marked a significant milestone, hosting its 500th
meeting with the theme, ‘Honouring the past,
Empowering the future’. Sabeena, Alar Mel Mangai,
Ravishankar, H P S Bhullar, other officials, members
and their families attended. The club’s third
newsletter for 2024-2025 was launched. The meeting
was conducted by Kumaran C S, Mohammed
Aslam Chanda, Duggupati Bhasker Rao and Surya

\ Narayanan.
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African charity admits abuses against locals at Congo park

AFP
Johannesburg

major African conservation
A‘charity has acknowledged
its rangers were involved

in rights violations reportedly in-
cluding sexual offences and torture
against indigenous people at a na-
tional park in the Republic of Congo.
African Parks, which has Prince
Harry on its governing board and
receives EU and US funding, said
an independent investigation had
confirmed allegations of abuses at
its Odzala-Kokoua National Park
in northern Congo. “African Parks
acknowledges that, in some inci-

dents, human rights abuses have
occurred, and we deeply regret the
pain and suffering that these have
caused to the victims,” the Johan-
nesburg-headquartered organisa-
tion said on Thursday.

The group, which works in 12
countries in Africa, did not give
details of the allegations of viola-
tions against the Baka community
of hunter gatherers who live near
the park. Reports in Britain’s Mail
on Sunday and the German outlet
Tagesschau cited locals as alleging
rape, beatings, torture and other
abuses carried out by guards em-
ployed by African Parks.

A report by Tagesschau said, for
example, that rangers had water-

boarded a local because he had
ventured too deep into a protected
area of the park, where locals are
only allowed to access the periph-
ery for foraging. African Parks said
it had engaged London-based hu-
man rights law firm Omnia Strategy
to investigate the claims, of which
it became aware in mid-2023 and
some of which may have occurred
over the past 15 years.

The British firm said its
16-month investigation looked
into 21 of the allegations, which
included physical and sexual vio-
lence, including rape, torture and
“unlawful killing” Its statement
did not detail its findings or recom-
mendations. African Parks admit-

ted the investigation “highlighted
several failures of our systems” It
said it would appoint an independ-
ent panel to oversee investigations
into “all serious grievances” and
take action against staff mem-
bers implicated in incidents not
yet known about or that had not
been adequately dealt with. Lead-
ing Republic of Congo rights group
Centre d’Actions pour le Develop-
pement (CAD) lauded the investi-
gation as “a responsible reaction”
and called for sanctions against the
perpetrators.

“Hiding the abuses commit-
ted by the eco guards in the name
of the fight against wildlife crime
has only allowed other abuses to be

committed,” CAD executive direc-
tor Tresor Nzila told AFP. Founded
by the late Dutch billionaire Paul
Fentener van Vlissingen in 2000,
African Parks manages 22 protect-
ed areas in 12 countries.

Prince Harry served as president
of the organisation for six years
until 2023 after which he joined the
governing board of directors. The
non-profit organisation, which
has also received funding from ce-
lebrities like pop star Taylor Swift,
has faced criticism for practising
“fortress conservation’ effectively
barricading local communities
from nature reserves and the tour-
ists who visit them. African Parks
has denied the accusations, saying

in a 2024 statement that “none of
our work would even be possible
without the active support and en-
gagement of local communities” In
one of its flagship projects in Chad,
African Parks helped rebuild Za-
kouma National Park’s elephant
population after numbers had
dropped by about 95 percent.

Located in the south of the
landlocked country, Zakouma is
guarded by militarised rangers
and armed with assault rifles. The
Odzala-Kokoua National Park is
set in the Congo Basin, the world’s
second-largest tropical rainfor-
est after the Amazon, and is home
to critically endangered gorillas as
well as forest elephants.

Ugandan opposition leader to seek
over rights

presidency, chides West

Reuters
Nairobi

gandan opposition leader
l | and pop singer Bobi Wine

said yesterday he plans
to run for president for a second
time and criticised the West for
not speaking out more against
“gross human rights violations”
in the country.

Wine, 43, whose real name
is Robert Kyagulanyi, will be
challenging long-serving Presi-
dent Yoweri Museveni, 80, who
is widely expected to seek re-
election. “Yeah, I've expressed
my availability on behalf of my
team,” Wine said in an interview
with Reuters when asked wheth-
er he would stand again in the
east African country’s next pres-
idential election, due in January.

Wine, 43,

whose real

name is Robert
Kyagulanyi, will be
challenging long-
serving President
Yoweri Museveni,
80, who is widely
expected to seek
re-election

Participation in the election, he
said, will also be “a fighting op-
portunity to further expose the
regime and to further galvanise
the people of Uganda to rise up
and free themselves.”

Wine came second in the last
election in 2021 but rejected the

Ugandan opposition leader and singer Robert Kyagulanyi Ssentamu,

known as Bobi Wine in a file photo.

outcome, alleging ballot staffing,
falsification of results, beatings
and intimidation by soldiers and

S Africa protests to US over first
resettlement of white Afrikaners

AFP
Johannesburg

concern” to the United

States after reports it will
accept from next week the first
white Afrikaners it had offered to
resettle, the foreign ministry said
yesterday. US media reported on
Thursday that Donald Trump’s
administration plans to welcome
the first group of white South Af-
ricans as early as Monday, after
the US president accused Pre-
toria of “racial discrimination”
against them.

The South African government
had “expressed concerns with the
information conveyed that the
United States has commenced
with processing alleged refugees
from South Africa”, the foreign
ministry said. “We reiterate that
allegations of discrimination are
unfounded,” it said in a statement.

“Moreover, even if there are al-
legations of discrimination, it is
our view that these do not meet
the threshold of persecution re-
quired under domestic and inter-
national refugee law””

South African deputy foreign
minister Alvin Botes had raised
the concerns directly with his US
counterpart Christopher Landau,
it said.

Relations between South Africa
and the United States have nose-
dived this year over a range of do-
mestic and foreign policy issues,
culminating in Washington’s ex-
pulsion of Pretoria’s ambassador
in March. “It is most regrettable

S outh Africa had “expressed

that it appears that the resettle-
ment of South Africans to the
United States under the guise of
being ‘refugees’ is entirely politi-
cally motivated and designed to
question South Africa’s consti-
tutional democracy,” the foreign
ministry said.

One of the sticking points is a
land expropriation law signed in
January that Trump has claimed
would allow the South African
government “to seize ethnic mi-
nority Afrikaners’ agricultural
property without compensation”
The government has stressed the
new law only allows authorities
to expropriate property without
compensation in the public inter-
est compensation and after ef-
forts had been made to reach a fair
agreement with the owner.

Trump, whose tycoon ally Elon
Musk was born in South Africa,
said in February he would pri-
oritise access to a refugee pro-
gramme “for Afrikaners in South
Africa who are victims of unjust
racial discrimination.”

This is despite his decision to
halt refugee arrivals to the United
States immediately after tak-
ing office in January. Trump said
in March that any South African
farmer and their families seeking
to “flee” would have a “rapid path-
way” to US citizenship. Reports
said afterwards that thousands
of Afrikaners had approached the
US embassy in Pretoria about the
offer. US investigative outlet The
Lever quoted an April 30 memo
saying that the first South Af-
ricans were scheduled to arrive
“within a few days”.

Washington was preparing to
resettle up to 1,000 Afrikaners
this year, it said, quoting a govern-
ment source. National Public Ra-
dio (NPR) and the New York Times
said the group was scheduled to
arrive Monday, although the Times
quoted officials saying the date
could change depending on logis-
tics. The South African govern-
ment wanted to know if those be-
ing accepted into the United States
had the status of asylum seekers,
refugees or ordinary citizens, the
foreign ministry said.

It also wanted assurances that
those who were leaving had been
appropriately vetted including to
ensure they do not have any crim-
inal cases pending against them.
“Whilst South Africa challenges
the United States’ assessments of
alleged refugee status, it will not
block citizens who seek to depart
the country from doing so,” the
statement added.

White Afrikaners are predomi-
nantly descendants of Dutch set-
tlers who arrived at the tip of Afri-
ca more than three centuries ago.
Today they make up most of South
Africa’s 7.3% white population.

Mainly Afrikaner-led govern-
ments imposed the brutal race-
based apartheid system that de-
nied the black majority political
and economic rights until it was
voted out in 1994.

Their claims that white farmers
are targeted for murder - despite
official data that most victims of
killings are young black men in
urban areas - have morphed into
a myth of a “white genocide”) also
repeated by Trump.

US to cut health aid to Zambia over ‘systemic theft’

Reuters
Lusaka

he United States said it
Twould cut $50mn in annu-

al aid to Zambia’s health
sector because the government
had failed to stop “systemic
theft” of donated medicines and
medical supplies. US President
Donald Trump’s administration
is finalising a broader review of
its foreign aid, but the cut for
Zambia is “wholly separate from
that process”, US ambassador to
Zambia Michael Gonzales said in
a statement.

“I am disappointed to share
publicly today that since 2021 we
have uncovered systemic theft of
life-saving medicines and other

products that were intended
for free for the Zambian public,”
Gonzales said, adding medicines
stolen included antiretroviral
drugs used to treat HIV.

Zambia’s health ministry re-
sponded in a statement acknowl-
edging the US ambassador’s con-
cerns and said recurrent theft of
medicines was a “persistent chal-
lenge” dating back to before 2021.

After he was alerted to the is-
sue Zambian President Hakainde
Hichilema commissioned an in-
dependent forensic audit of the
entire medicines supply chain, the
ministry said.

A number of officials found to
have been involved had been re-
moved from office or suspended,
while others were arrested and are
set to appear in court.

“We want to assure the public
that Zambia currently maintains
sufficient stocks of essential med-
icines, including antiretroviral,
antimalarial, and other critical
drugs, with no immediate risk of
shortages,” Zambia’s health min-
istry said.

Gonzales said he had recom-
mended to Washington that the
US continue to procure and de-
liver lifesaving medicines and
medical supplies to Zambia until
January 2026 to provide time for
the government to develop a tran-
sition plan.

After January, the US will still
offer technical and logistics as-
sistance to support humanitar-
ian activities and prevent drug
resistance and disease transmis-
sion, he said.

other irregularities. Government
and electoral officials denied
the accusations. Wine criticised

Western governments for not
denouncing what he said were
escalating human rights viola-
tions, including abductions, il-
legal detention and torture of his
supporters and officials. Wine
did not single out any country for
criticism. “Some leaders in the
West are complicit in our suffer-
ing. They are here to crack their
(business) deals and they don’t
care about human rights,” he said.
“If they were standing for the val-
ues that they profess, then they
would be castigating all these
gross human rights violations.”
Uganda is considered by the
West as an ally in the fight against
terror and has deployed troops in
Somalia. Uganda’s justice minis-
ter said this week that Eddie Mut-
we, an activist in Wine’s National
Unity Platform (NUP) party, who
also doubles as his personal body

guard, appeared to have been tor-
tured while in captivity.

Museveni’s son and head of the
military, Muhoozi Kainerugaba,
said he had kept him in his base-
ment and that he was using him
as a punching bag. After missing
for a week Mutwe was on Mon-
day produced in court, charged
with robbery and remanded.
Wine said Mutwe told him he had
been electrocuted, waterboarded
and beaten.

Police spokesman Rusoke Ki-
tuma did not respond to a Reuters
call for comment on the allega-
tions. Reuters contacted a spokes-
person for Uganda’s defence
forces seeking comment from
Kainerugaba. He did not respond.
Wine said that if was elected, his
priorities would include restora-
tion of political and civil rights
and a crackdown on corruption.

Rare bone-eroding disease ruining
lives in Kenya’s poorest county

AFP
Lodwar

oyce Lokonyi sits on an up-
turned bucket, fingers weav-
ing palm fronds as the wind
lls her dress to expose the
stump of her amputated foot, lost
to a little-known disease ravaging
Kenya’s poorest county. Myceto-
ma is a fungal or bacterial infec-
tion that enters the body through
any open wound, often as tiny as
athorn prick.

Starting as tiny bumps under
the skin, it gradually leads to the
erosion of tissue, muscles and
bone. The fungal variety is endem-
ic across the so-called “mycetoma
belt” - including Somalia, Sudan,
Yemen and northern Kenya - with
funding and research desperate-
ly lacking. Once the disease has
reached the bone the only option is
amputation.

“I was able to slightly walk, al-
though the disease had eaten all
my toes,” Lokonyi, 28, told AFP.
She was shunned by the local com-
munity, she said. “They used to say
that when you go to someone’s
home, you will leave traces of the
disease where you stand.”

She was unable to afford medi-
cation despite her husband selling
off his goats, and amputation be-
came the only option. “I accepted
because I saw that it was going to
kill me,” she said, a pair of bat-
tered crutches lying on the sand

beside her two-year-old daugh-
ter. But she has struggled with
the aftermath. “I have become a
good-for-nothing, I can’t work,
I can’t burn charcoal, I can’t do
anything,” she said.

In Kenya’s poorest county, Tur-
kana, around 70% of the popu-
lation lives beneath the poverty
line, with healthcare limited and
hard to reach. Mycetoma dispro-
portionately affects rural com-
munities of farmers and herders,
according to the Drugs for Ne-
glected Diseases initiative (DNDi),
a global NGO. It was only recog-
nised as a neglected disease by
the World Health Organisation in
2016. Ignorance and misdiagnosis
remain widespread. “Doctors are
not aware of the disease,” Borna
Nyaoke-Anoke, DNDi’s head of
mycetoma research, told AFP. “If
you’re used to donkeys, you don’t
start seeing zebras everywhere.”

The scale of the problem is dif-
ficult to estimate, but Ekiru Ki-
dalio, director of Lodwar Hospital
in Turkana, said they “rarely go a
week without finding a case” He
added that the local population,
80% of which is illiterate, often
turns to traditional medicine. By
the time they come to hospital “the
condition is already advanced such
that it’s not easy to reverse”.

Medication is also expensive -
treatment takes up to a year and
costs as much as $2,000 - and
comes with dizzying side effects.

Diagnosis and treatment are not

free under Kenya’s overwhelmed
health system, leaving patients
at the mercy of foreign donors or
seeking sums that are unimagi-
nable for subsistence farmers. In
Lodwar Hospital, lab technician
John Ekai bends over his micro-
scope and examines a suspected
mycetoma sample.

“Mycetoma is a very neglected
disease, no-one is giving it atten-
tion,” he told AFP.

He has become the go-to man
for suspected patients, handling
his charges with a mischievous
sense of humour that puts them
at ease. Ekai has treated more than
100 mycetoma patients in the past
year, but has seen only five recov-
eries, with many simply vanishing
back into Turkana’s arid plains. He
worries for those who have disap-
peared: “The mycetoma will grow
and grow and maybe... lead to am-
putation.”

During AFP’s visit, he exam-
ined young mother Jennifer Ekal,
19, who had lived with the disease
since she was 11. “I was in school
but I decided to leave because of
my foot,” she said, showing her
swollen and painful extremity,
hidden beneath a red-and-white
dishcloth. Four doses of medica-
tion a day appeared to be helping,
she said.

But as she gathered up her
daughter, three-year-old Bianca,
she admitted she was worried
about the future. “I do not want to
think about the worst”

New Pope makes headlines in Nairobi

3

A convéyor belt transports printed newspapers with‘a picture of the newly elected Pope Leo XIV,

=
S )

Cardinal Robert Prevost of the United States, at the Nation Media Group printing press on the outskirts

of Nairobi, Kenya.
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Trump names Fox News host as top Washington prosecutor

ality and former judge Jeanine Pirro to a

key post in the US judiciary, the presi-

dent’s latest nomination of a Fox News on-air
host to a position of government power.

The brash 73-year-old has been selected to

work as interim US Attorney for the District

D onald Trump has appointed TV person-

of Columbia, plucked from one of Trump’s fa-  self”.

vourite hiring pools: right-leaning television

networks.

Other hires from cable news include Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth, who co-hosted Fox &
Friends Weekend, and Transportation Secretary
Sean Duffy, a former reality TV show competi-

tor and Fox Business co-host.

The pick came soon after Trump pulled his
first choice for the post, a defence lawyer who
represented defendants charged in the January

Dozens of
minors killed
in Mexico
cartel clashes

ozens of minors have been
D killed during months of

fighting between two fac-
tions of the Sinaloa drug cartel in
northwestern Mexico, a local om-
budsman said yesterday.

Nearly 100 minors have gone
missing in violence that followed
the capture last July of a cartel co-
founder, Oscar Loza, president of
the Sinaloa State Human Rights
Commission, said.

“Thirty nine minors have lost
their lives in this armed conflict,”
he told AFP, citing data from the
public prosecutor’s office.

The victims include two girls,
aged seven and 12, who died on
Monday after being caught in the
crossfire between gunmen and se-
curity forces.

A 12-year-old boy was also
wounded along with his parents
and two other relatives, authori-
ties said.

“When will the people recov-
er from such a deep and painful
wound? Never. It will always be
there, not because of numbers
but the smiles that were extin-
guished,” Loza said.

Monday’s shooting occurred in
the municipality of Badiraguato,
the birthplace of imprisoned drug
trafficker Joaquin “El Chapo”
Guzman and other senior cartel
figures, authorities said.

Cartel co-founder Ismael “El
Mayo” Zambada claimed last year
that he was kidnapped in Mexico
by Joaquin Guzman Lopez, one of
El Chapo’s sons, and flown to the
United States in a private plane
against his will.

The infighting is believed to pit
gang members loyal to E1 Chapo
and his sons against others aligned
with Zambada.

The conflict has left more than
1,200 people dead and 1,400
missing, terrorised residents and
dealt a heavy blow to businesses
in the state capital Culiacan and
other towns in Sinaloa.

Criminal violence, much of
it linked to drug trafficking and
gangs, has seen around 480,000
people murdered in Mexico since
2006. - AFP

Mexico suing
Google over ‘Gulf
of America’ name

exico has sued Google
for changing the Gulf of
Mexico’s name to “Gulf

of America” for Google Maps us-
ers in the United States, President
Claudia Sheinbaum said yester-
day.

“The lawsuit has already been
filed,” Sheinbaum said at her
morning news conference, with-
out saying where and when it was
submitted.

On Thursday, US lawmak-
ers voted in favour of the name
change, turning into federal law an
executive order signed by Presi-
dent Donald Trump in his first
week in office in January. - AFP

6, 2021 storming of the US Capitol.

“I am pleased to announce that Judge Jeanine
Pirro will be appointed interim United States
Attorney for the District of Columbia,” Trump
posted on his Truth Social platform, describ-
ing the former district attorney of New York’s
Westchester County as being “in a class by her-

“During her time in office, Jeanine was a
powerful crusader for victims of crime. Her es-
tablishment of the Domestic Violence Bureau in
her Prosecutor’s Office was the first in the Na-
tion. She excelled in all ways,” he wrote.

Pirro briefly entered politics in ill-fated at-
tempts to run for the US Senate and for New
York Attorney-General, losing the latter race to
Democrat Andrew Cuomo.

She began earning wider public exposure by

hosting a weekday television show, Judge Jean-
ine Pirro, from 2008-2011.

That year she joined Fox News Channel to
host Justice with Judge Jeanine, which ran for
11 years, and today she is a co-host of the net-
work’s show, The Five.

Pirro has also authored several books, in-

cluding Liars, Leakers, and Liberals: The Case

Against the Anti-Trump Conspiracy, from 2018.

The Washington Post described the book as
“sycophantic” in its support for Trump.

After promoting unfounded conspiracy the-
ories alleging election fraud in 2020, Pirro was
named a defendant in a defamation lawsuit filed
by Dominion Voting Systems, which said Fox
broadcast false statements about the company.

Fox News settled the case for nearly $800mn.

- AFP/Reuters

War between India and Pakistan will
be ‘none of our business’, says Vance

Reuters
Washington

pressure from the US government.
Pakistan and India accused each other of launch-

S Vice-President ] D Vance has said that
India and Pakistan should de-escalate ten-

ing drone attacks, and Islamabad’s defence minister

said further retaliation was “increasingly certain”

sions, but he added that the US cannot con-  ple.

trol the nuclear-armed Asian neighbours and a war
between them would be “none of our business”,
“We want this thing to de-escalate as quickly as
possible. We can'’t control these countries, though,”
Vance said in an interview on Fox News show The

Story with Martha MacCallum.

“What we can do is try to encourage these folks
to de-escalate a little bit, but we’re not going to get
involved in the middle of war that’s fundamentally
none of our business and has nothing to do with
America’s ability to control it,” he added.

India is an important partner for Washington,
which aims to counter China’s rising influence,
while Pakistan remains a US ally despite its dimin-
ished importance after Washington’s withdrawal
from neighbouring Afghanistan in 2021.

Analysts and some former officials have said US
involvement to achieve diplomatic goals in Russia’s
war in Ukraine and Israel’s war in Gaza may make
Washington leave India and Pakistan on their own in
the early days of their tensions, without much direct

on the second day of major clashes on Thursday.
Two days of fighting killed nearly four dozen peo-

The latest escalation in the decades-old India-
Pakistan rivalry began on April 22 when religious
militants killed 26 people in India-administered
Kashmir in an attack that New Delhi blamed on Is-
lamabad, which denied the accusations and called

for a neutral probe.

a shame.

sible solution”,

“Our hope and our expectation is that this is not
going to spiral into a broader regional war or, God
forbid, a nuclear conflict,” Vance said on Thursday.

Washington has held regular talks with both inre-
cent days, including on Thursday when Secretary of
State Marco Rubio held calls with Pakistan’s prime
minister and India’s foreign minister while urging
them to de-escalate and have direct dialogue.

US President Donald Trump called rising tensions

On Wednesday, he said he hoped the two coun-
tries will stop now after going “tit-for-tat”.

The State Department urged both countries to
work towards what Washington terms as a “respon-

Trump fires librarian of US Congress

Reuters/AFP
Washington

S  President Donald

Trump has fired the Li-

brarian of Congress, Carla
Hayden, in part over her com-
mitment to diversity, the White
House said yesterday.

White House Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt said that the
Trump administration believed
Hayden was not serving the in-
terests of American taxpayers,
citing her advancement of diver-
sity, equity and inclusion (DEI)
policies.

“There were quite concerning
things that she had done at the
Library of Congress in the pursuit
of DEI and putting inappropriate
books in the library for children,”
Leavitt told reporters at a press
briefing yesterday. “She has been
removed from her position, and
the president is well within his
rights to do that”

Hayden, who was the first
woman and first black American
in the role, headed an office that
has overall management respon-
sibility for the library and sets out
policy on its programmes and ac-
tivities.

Democratic president Barack
Obama appointed her in 2016 to
a 10-year term in the role that
needed Senate confirmation.

The Library of Congress did
not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment from Reuters.

The New York Times first re-
ported the firing.

Top Democrats in Congress
criticised the move as Trump’s
latest politically-motivated
purge.

“Donald Trump’s decision to

US Justice Department opens

probe into Trump legal foe

probe of New York state Attorney-General Letitia

White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt speaks to members of
the media in the briefing room at the White House in Washington, DC.

=Reuters

fire Dr Carla Hayden is the latest
foray in his relentless campaign
to dismantle the guardrails of
our democracy and punish pub-
lic servants who don’t bend to his
every will” top Senate Democrat
Chuck Schumer wrote.

The House of Representatives
minority leader, Democrat Ha-
keem Jeffries, called the firing
unjust.

“There will be accountability
for this unprecedented assault on
the American way of life sooner
rather than later,” he said in a
statement.

New Mexico Senator Martin
Heinrich praised Hayden for run-
ning a library that was “acces-
sible to all Americans, in person
and online”.

“While President Trump wants
to ban books and tell Americans
what to read - or not to read at
all - Dr Hayden has devoted her
career to making reading and the
pursuit of knowledge available to
everyone,” he said.

Hayden was nominated to

manage the world’s largest library
in 2016 but has been criticised by
conservatives, including mem-
bers of the American Account-
ability Foundation lobby group,
which has accused her of seeking
to “indoctrinate America’s chil-
dren with radical sexual ideolo-
gies”

“Carla Hayden is woke, anti-
Trump, and promotes trans-ing
kids,” the group posted on social
media hours ahead of the librar-
ian’s firing. “It’s time to get her
OUT and hire a new guy for the
job!”

The Library of Congress pro-
vides research and information
for the legislative process as well
as managing a vast collection of
books, films, audio recordings
and other materials.

The librarian of Congress is re-
sponsible for setting policy and
managing staff, while also over-
seeing the US Copyright Office
and appointing the poet laureate.

The library did not respond to a
request for comment.

Measles roars
back in the
US, topping
1,000 cases

AFP
Washington

he United States’ measles
Toutbreak has surpassed

1,000 confirmed cases
with three deaths so far, state
and local data showed yester-
day, marking a stark resurgence
of a vaccine-preventable disease
that the nation once declared
eliminated.

The surge comes as Health
Secretary Robert F Kennedy Jr
continues to undermine confi-
dence in the measles, mumps,
and rubella (MMR) vaccine - a
highly effective shot he has
falsely claimed is dangerous and
contains fetal debris.

An AFP tally showed there
have been at least 1,012 cases
since the start of the year, with
Texas accounting for more than
70%.

A vaccine-sceptical Mennon-
ite Christian community strad-
dling the Texas-New Mexico
border has been hit particularly
hard.

A federal database maintained
by the Centres for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) has
lagged behind state and county
reporting, as the globally re-
nowned health agency faces
deep workforce and budget cuts
under President Donald Trump’s
administration.

North Dakota is the latest
state to report an outbreak, with
nine cases so far.

Around 180 school students
have been forced to quarantine
at home, according to the North
Dakota Monitor.

“This is a virus that’s the most
contagious infectious disease of
mankind and it’s now spreading
like wildfire,” Paul Offit a pae-
diatrician and vaccine expert at
the Children’s Hospital of Phila-
delphia told AFP.

He warned the true case count
could be far higher, as people
shy away from seeking medical
attention. “Those three deaths
equal the total number of deaths
from measles in the last 25 years
in this country”

The fatalities so far include
two young girls in Texas and an
adult in New Mexico, all unvac-
cinated - making it the deadliest
US measles outbreak in decades.

It is also the highest number

of cases since 2019, when out-
breaks in Orthodox Jewish com-
munities in New York and New
Jersey resulted in 1,274 infec-
tions but no deaths.

Nationwide immunisation
rates have been dropping in the
United States, fuelled by misin-
formation about vaccines, par-
ticularly in the wake of the coro-
navirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

The CDC recommends a 95%
vaccination rate to maintain
herd immunity.

However, measles vaccine
coverage among kindergartners
has dropped from 95.2% in the
2019-2020 school year to 92.7%
in2023-24.

Measles is a highly contagious
respiratory virus spread through
droplets when an infected per-
son coughs, sneezes or simply
breathes.

Known for its characteristic
rash, it poses a serious risk to
unvaccinated individuals, in-
cluding infants under 12 months
who are not ordinarily eligible
for vaccination, and those with
weakened immune systems.

Before the measles vac-
cine’s introduction in 1963, it is
thought that millions of Ameri-
cans contracted the disease an-
nually, and several hundred died.

While measles was declared
eliminated in the US in 2000,
outbreaks persist each year.

Susan McLellan, an infectious
disease professor at the Univer-
sity of Texas Medical Branch,
pushed back against messaging
that promotes remedies like Vi-
tamin A - which has valid but
limited uses - over vaccines.

Kennedy has led that messag-
ing in frequent appearances on
Fox News.

“Saying we’re going to devote
resources to studying therapies
instead of enhancing uptake of
the vaccine is a profoundly inef-
ficient way of addressing a vac-
cine-preventable disease,” she
told AFP.

McLellan added that the crisis
reflects broader erosion in public
trust in health authorities.

She said it is hard for an indi-
vidual untrained in statistics to
understand measles is a prob-
lem if they don’t personally see
deaths around them. “Believ-
ing population-based statistics
takes a leap, and that’s public
health”

San Francisco trains hit
by system-wide outage

down yesterday morning, stopping all trains in the Bay Area and

S an Francisco’s main public transport system abruptly shut

throwing the morning commute into chaos.

“Due to a computer networking problem BART service is suspend-
ed system wide until further notice,” said a message on the Bay Area
Rapid Transit (BART) website. “Seek alternate means of transport.”

The shutdown left tens of thousands of commuters scrambling to

find other ways to work.

Pictures showed crowds of people pressing aboard buses, while re-
ports said both the Golden Gate Bridge and the Oakland Bay Bridge
- key routes into and out of the city - were clogged.

Unlike many major US cities, San Francisco has a well-developed
public transport network that includes an underground train net-
work, buses, trams and ferries that traverse the bay between San
Francisco and other cities in the region.

The closure of the BART train system, whose 131 miles (210km) of
track carry more than 174,000 passengers every day, appeared to be
related to how the system had powered up after overnight mainte-
nance, communications officer Alicia Trost told ABC7. - AFP

Newark air traffic suffers new outage, says FAA

The US Justice Department has opened a criminal

James, one of President Donald Trump’s main ad-
versaries, for alleged mortgage fraud, newspapers reported
on Thursday.

The investigation comes after the head of the Federal
Housing Finance Agency (FHFA), a Trump appointee, al-
leged that James “appeared to have falsified records” re-
lated to properties in Virginia and New York to obtain bet -
ter loan terms.

James has denied wrongdoing.

The Albany Times-Union and Guardian newspapers,
which first reported the probe, said the criminal investiga-
tion into James’s real estate dealings involved the Justice
Department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).

The Washington Post said it is believed to be the first
criminal investigation by the administration involving a
law enforcement official who took action against Trump.

James, a Democrat, drew the wrath of Trump after lead-
ing a civil fraud case against him that saw the Republican
ordered to pay a huge penalty last year.

Trump was found liable of fraud by conspiring to alter
his net worth to get better loan and insurance terms.

Trump and his older sons were ordered to pay $454mn.

Trump and his allies regularly attacked James during the
trial in New York, and he has put revenge against his foes
high on the agenda since returning to the White House in
January. - AFP

Reuters
Newark/Washington

facility that guides air traffic in
Aand out of Newark airport suf-

fered a new 90-second com-
munications outage early yesterday,
the second in two weeks that prompt -
ed an air traffic controller to complain
“Scopes just went black again” to a
nearby FedEx flight.

The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) said the telecommu-
nications outage impacted com-
munications and radar displays at
Philadelphia Terminal Radar Ap-
proach Control that guides aircraft
in and out of Newark Liberty around
3.55am ET yesterday and lasted ap-
proximately 90 seconds.

A recording of an exchange ob-
tained by Reuters discussed the out-
age with a pilot.

“FedEx 1989, I'm going to hand you
off here, our scopes just went black

again,” the controller told the pilot.
“If you care about this, contact your
airline and try to get some pressure
for them to fix this stuff”

The pilot responded he was sorry
to hear of the outage.

FedEx did not immediately com-
ment.

The latest incident highlights the
air traffic control network’s ageing
infrastructure and comes a day after
Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy
proposed spending billions of dol-
lars to fix it over the next three to four
years.

White House spokeswoman Karo-
line Leavitt said “there was a glitch
in the system” caused by the same
telecom issue that caused the prior
incident.

She said that the goal is to address
the technical issue later on Friday “to
prevent further issues”

The FAA said on Wednesday that
it was taking immediate steps to ad-
dress ongoing problems that have

disrupted hundreds of flights at Ne-
wark since April 28 especially from
United Airlines, the largest carrier at
the airport located just outside New
York City.

United said yesterday that the FAA
outage impacted its Newark opera-
tion but did not elaborate.

It has sharply cut flights and wants
the FAA to impose new limitations
on Newark flights to address ongoing
delays.

“Decades of failing to properly
invest in the system has prevented
good-faith efforts to make technol-
ogy upgrades and bolster the staff-
ing of our nation’s hard-working air
traffic controllers,” United chief ex-
ecutive Scott Kirby said in a Fox News
op-ed yesterday.

The FAA said it is increasing air
traffic controller staffing, adding
three new, high-bandwidth telecom-
munications connections and de-
ploying a temporary backup system to
the Philadelphia TRACON during the

switch to a more reliable fiber-optic
network.

Duffy said on Thursday that the
FAA had two redundant lines and
“both are up and working now” at
Philadelphia.

The FAA did not immediately an-
swer why the backup did not prevent
yesterday’s incident.

Newark has been hit by runway
construction, FAA equipment out-
ages and air traffic control staffing
shortages that prompted urgent calls
from lawmakers for investigations
and new funding.

FlightAware said there were nearly
300 flights delayed and 135 cancelled.

Duffy said on Thursday that con-
trollers overseeing planes at the busy
airport lost contact with aircraft on
April 28 for 30-90 seconds, an inci-
dent that raised serious alarm.

The FAA last year relocated control
of the Newark airspace to Philadel-
phia to address staffing and congest-
ed New York City area traffic.
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Chinacracks downon
strategic minerals’ smuggling

China yesterday said it would crack down on the
smuggling of strategic minerals as it enforces an export
ban on precious metals vital to the manufacturing of
semiconductors and weapons. Last month, Beijing
restricted exports of tungsten and seven categories

of rare earths as part of its response to US President
Donald Trump’s sweeping tariffs on Chinese goods.

In 2024, China banned exports to the US of gallium,
antimony and germanium - key components in

TRAGEDY

Sri Lanka helicopter crash
kills six military personnel

A Sri Lankan Air Force helicopter crashed during a
graduation ceremony yesterday, plunging into a reservoir
and killing six of the 12 people on board, a military official
said. The personnel were preparing for a grappling
demonstration when their Bell 212 careened into the
reservoir at the Maduru Oya national park, the official
said. “There were 12 people on board, and six of them
survived with minor injuries,” said the official. Those killed
included four special forces commandos and two Air

COMMENT

Expansion of military bootcamp
scheme for unruly teens ‘likely’

Indonesian teenage students who skip class or play too
many video games could land themselves in military
bootcamp if a disciplinary pilot project rolled out in one
province this month proves successful, a government
minister said yesterday. More than 270 teenage students
in West Java deemed troublesome have been shipped to
military barracks under a scheme launched this month
by the governor, local media reported. Human Rights
Minister Natalius Pigai praised the project, and has

MALPRACTICE

Tokyo hotels warned
over information-sharing

Japan’s fair trade watchdog has warned 15 luxury hotels
in Tokyo that their sharing of information on occupancy
rates and prices could violate anti-monopoly laws. Hotel
prices around the country have soared in recent months
as record numbers of foreign tourists have flocked to
Japan amid labour shortages and stubborn inflation.
Major hotel operators in the capital, including the Imperial
Hotel and the New Otani, have held monthly meetings,
the Japan Fair Trade Commission said. “They exchanged

semiconductors - as well as certain types of graphite
used in electric vehicle batteries. China dominates the

global supply chains for rare earths.

Force gunners. The survivors were admitted to hospital.
The crash took place halfway through the ceremony in

Maduru Oya, nearly 300km east of Colombo.

Taiwan slams
Russia, China for
distorting World
War II history

Reuters
Taipei

aiwan yesterday criticised
TRussia and China for dis-

torting World War II history,
saying Chinese communist forces
made “no substantial contribu-
tion” to fighting Japan and instead
took the opportunity to expand
their own forces.

Taiwan has this year sought to
cast the war as alesson to China in
why aggression will end in failure,
reminding the world it was not the
government in Beijing that won
the war.

The Chinese government at the
time was the Republic of China, part
of the US, British and Russian-led
alliance, and its forces did much of
the fighting against Japan, putting
on pause a bitter civil war with Mao
Zedong'’s Communists whose mili-
tary also fought the Japanese.

The republican government
then fled to Taiwan in 1949 af-
ter finally being defeated by Mao,
and Republic of China remains the
democratic island’s official name.

Responding to comments by
Russian President Vladimir Putin
to Chinese President Xi Jinping
that the war was won under the
leadership of China’s communist
party, Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs
Council said it was the Republic of
China government and people who
fought and ultimately won.

“The Chinese communists
only took the opportunity to ex-
pand and consolidate communist

Tokyo knife
attacker blames
toxic parenting

A knife-wielding man arrested in
Tokyo this week wanted to warn
parents nationwide that tough
love can ruin their children, citing
his own miserable childhood,
Japanese media reported
yesterday. The 43-year-old has
been charged with attempted
murder after allegedly assaulting
aman in his 20s on Wednesday
at Tokyo’s Todai-mae Station, near
the University of Tokyo, Japan’s
most prestigious higher education
institution. The suspect “with the
intent to kill slashed the victim’s
head and other body parts with

a knife-like object that he was
carrying, causing injuries”, a police
spokesman previously said.
When questioned, the suspect
spoke of his demanding parents,
who he said were obsessed with
his academic achievement, local
media said. Because of them, “|
stopped going to school and had
a hard time” as a teenager, public
broadcaster NHK quoted him as
telling investigators.

Election holds key to future for foes

AFP
Manila

e Philippines votes on Mon-

I day in a ballot that will decide

half the senate’s seats, thou-
sands of local posts, and quite possi-
bly the political future of impeached
Vice President Sara Duterte.

More than 160,000 national po-
lice have been deployed to secure
polling stations, escort election of-
ficials and guard checkpoints in a
country where hotly contested pro-
vincial postings are known to erupt
in violence.

But it is the vice-president’s
feud with President Ferdinand

forces, and made no substantial
contribution to the war of resist-
ance, let alone ‘leading’ the war of
resistance,” it said.

China’s Taiwan Affairs Office
did not immediately respond to a
request for comment.

Xi was in Moscow yesterday to
attend the military parade marking
the 80th anniversary of the end of
the war in Europe.

In a joint statement with China,
Russia reaffirmed that Taiwan was
an “inseparable part of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China” - a po-
sition the government in Taipei
strongly disputes.

The government in Beijing says
that as it is the successor state to
the Republic of China it has a le-
gal right to claim Taiwan under the
text of the 1943 Cairo Declaration
and 1945 Potsdam Declaration, the
island at the time being a Japanese
colony.

Taiwan’s foreign ministry said
those documents confirmed that
it was the Republic of China which
had sovereignty over Taiwan.

“At the time, the People’s Re-
public of China did not exist at all,”
it said.

“Any false statements intended
to distort Taiwan’s sovereign sta-
tus cannot change history, nor can
they shake the objective facts rec-
ognised by the international com-
munity”

China labels Taiwan President
Lai Ching-te a “separatist”. He re-
jects Beijing’s sovereignty claims,
saying only Taiwan’s people can
decide their future.

Protesters gather in front of the S

Marcos that has dominated na-
tional politics heading into the
mid-term election.

The rift between the two former
allies came to a head in the wake of
the vice president’s February im-
peachment and her father Rodrigo
Duterte’s subsequent arrest and
transfer to the International Crim-
inal Court (ICC) to face charges
over his deadly drug war while he
was president.

The 12 senators elected on Mon-
day, and 12 others already in office,
will serve as jurors in an impeach-
ment trial - tentatively set for July
- that could see her permanently
barred from public office.

Seven currently polling in the top

thrown his support behind rolling out the programme
nationwide. He reiterated his support for expanding the
programme across the country yesterday.

information on room occupancy rates, average room
prices, revenue per room, future bookings and policies for
setting future room prices,” the statement said.

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un (centre right) visits the Russian embassy in North Korea with his daughter Ju Ae (centre left) and leading
officials of the Workers’ Party in Pyongyang yesterday.

North Korea leader visits Russia

embassy as generals meet Putin

Reuters
Seoul

orth Korean leader Kim Jong-un made
Na rare visit to Russia’s embassy in

Pyongyang with his daughter yester-
day and reaffirmed “the invincible alliance”
between the two countries, while Russia’s
leader greeted North Korean generals in Mos-
COW.

Congratulating Russia on the 80th anniver-
sary of the Soviet Union’s victory over Nazi
Germany in World War Two, Kim said North
Korea would “consolidate and develop the
long tradition of the DPRK-Russia relations,
the noble ideological foundation and the in-
vincible alliance’, state-run KCNA reported.

Kim has taken his young daughter to a va-

riety of events recently, part of what South
Korean intelligence views as plans for her to
succeed her father.

North Korea’s unprecedented deploy-
ment of thousands of troops, as well as huge
amounts of artillery ammunition and mis-
siles, has helped Russia push back a Ukrainian
incursion into its western Kursk region. It has
also brought North Korea and Russia - both
economically and politically isolated - closer.

More than three years after its full-scale
invasion of Ukraine, Russia is marking the
World War II anniversary with a military pa-
rade attended by China’s Xi Jinping.

In Moscow, Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin greeted North Korean army generals with
handshakes after hosting the parade.

Putin embraced Kim Yong Bok, a three-star
general who is considered to be a key figure

overseeing North Korea’s troop deployment to
Russia. Kim is subject to sanctions by the US,
South Korea and the European Union.

“All of the best wishes to all of your war-
riors,” Putin said in video footage of their en-
counter.

Kimresponded to Putin by thanking him for
his “high evaluation.”

With Kim was Sin Kum Chol, another gen-
eral blacklisted by the South Korean govern-
ment over involvement in the war in Ukraine.

About 600 North Korean troops have been
killed fighting for Russia against Ukraine out
of a total deployment of 15,000, according to
the South Korean intelligence.

In return, Pyongyang appears to have re-
ceived technical assistance on satellites, as
well as drones and anti-aircraft missiles,
South Korea has said.

|

tate Guest House Jamuna, the official residence of Bangladesh’s Chief
Adviser Office of Interim Government Muhammad Yunus, demanding a ban on ousted Sheikh Hasina’s
party, the Awami League, in Dhaka yesterday.

12 have been endorsed by Marcos
while four - including the presi-
dent’s independent-minded sister
Imee Marcos - are publicly aligned
with Duterte.

Among the front-runners are a
TV host, a comedian and a former
Duterte lieutenant who has publicly
said he could be next on the ICC’s
warrant list.

Former boxing champion Manny
Pacquiao sits just outside the so-
called Magic 12.

The threat the Dutertes face is
an existential one, Cleve Arguelles,
president and CEO of WR Numero
Research, said.

“If (Rodrigo) is cut off from power,
if Sara is cut off from public office,

then it’s not far from imagining that
it might also threaten their control of
Davao,” he said, referencing the cap-
ital of the family’s southern strong-
hold Mindanao.

Seeing the vice president removed
from the 2028 presidential equation
is in the interest of more than just
Marcos, who is constitutionally lim -
ited to one term, Arguelles added.

“If she is out of the game, then it’s
anybody’s ballgame,” he said.

The Dutertes’ woes, however,
have done little to boost Marcos’s
popularity.

A survey released last month
showed a dramatic dip in his ap-
proval rating from nearly 50% to
25% in barely three months.

Thousands rally seeking
ban on Hasina’s party

AFP
Dhaka

Tousands of people yesterday
rallied outside the residence
of Bangladesh’s interim lead -
er Muhammad Yunus, demanding
he ban the political party of former
prime minister Sheikh Hasina.

Nobel Peace Prize winner Yu-
nus, 84, has led an interim govern-
ment since Hasina was overthrown
by student-led mass protests in
August 2024 and fled into exile as
crowds stormed her palace.

Yesterday’s rally came after the
sudden departure of Abdul Hamid,
a former leader of Hasina’s Awami
League party, from Bangladesh ear-
ly Thursday.

A crowd, mainly made up of
young people, had started gathering
outside Yunus’ residence on Thurs-
day night.

Hasnat Abdullah, the chief or-

ganiser of the newly formed Na-
tional Citizen’s Party, said the dem-
onstration would continue until
their demands were met.

“Sheikh Hasina robbed the peo-
ple of Bangladesh of their demo-
cratic rights. She manipulated the
system to prevent any real opposi-
tion from participating in the elec-
tion,” Kamrul said.

“We saw Abdul Hamid leave the
country safely. The actions of cer-
tain advisers are highly suspicious.
The delay in justice appears to be
part of a broader plan to bring back
the fallen dictator and her party,” he
added. Hasina remains in self-im-
posed exile in India and has defied
an arrest warrant from Dhaka over
charges of crimes against humanity.

According to the United Na-
tions, up to 1,400 protesters died
in July when Hasina’s government
launched a brutal crackdown on the
opposition, casualties for which she
and Hamid are being investigated.

Marcos, Duterte

“There’s a view that the mid-
term elections serve as a referen-
dum for the incumbent president,’
said Dennis Coronacion of the Uni-
versity of Santo Tomas’ political
science department.

Marcos, however, has no signa-
ture achievement he can point to,
said Jean Franco, assistant chair of
the University of the Philippines’
political science department.

“Since late 2023, his entire ad-
ministration’s narrative seems to
be about Sara Duterte;” she said. “I
think Filipinos are souring on him?

Abid tomake the country’s clash-
es with Beijing in the disputed South
China Sea central to the campaign
has also largely fizzled with voters.

While surveys show Filipinos are
broadly anti-China on the issue, it
rates far behind bread-and-butter
topics like inflation and jobs, said
pollster Arguelles.

In Manila on Monday, many will
queue to cast their ballots inside air-
conditioned malls.

The spectre of violence, however,
looms large the further you get from
the capital.

In 2022, shortly after polls
opened in the presidential election,
a trio of security guards were shot
dead at a polling station in the far
south’s autonomous Muslim region
in Mindanao.

Hours before that, nine were
wounded in a grenade attack.
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India offers to slash tariff gap by two-thirds in dash to seal US trade pact

Reuters
New Delhi

iff gap with the US to less than
4% from nearly 13% now, in ex-
change for an exemption from Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s “current and
potential” tariff hikes, two sources
said, as both nations move fast to
clinch a deal.
This would mean that the average

India has offered to slash its tar-

tariff differential between India and
the US, calculated across all products
without weighting for trade volume,
would be reduced by 9 percentage
points, in one of the most sweeping
changes to bring down trade barriers
in the world’s fifth largest economy.

The US is India’s largest trading
partner, with bilateral trade totalling
some $129bn in 2024. The trade bal-
ance is currently in favour of India,
which runs a $45.7bn surplus with
the US.

India tells X

to block over
8,000 accounts

AFP
Washington

than 8,000 accounts, the plat-

form said, adding that it was
reluctantly complying with what it
described as government-imposed
“censorship”

The move appears to be part of
India’s sweeping crackdown target -
ing social media accounts of Pa-
kistani politicians, celebrities and
media organisations amid height-
ened tensions and deadly confron-
tations between the nuclear-armed
neighbours.

The order, which X said includes
demands to block international
news organisations and other prom-
inent users, comes a day after Meta
banned a prominent Muslim news
page on Instagram in India at New
Delhi’s request.

“X has received executive orders
from the Indian government requir-
ing X to block over 8,000 accounts
in India, subject to potential penal-
ties including significant fines and
imprisonment of the company’s lo-
cal employees,” the site’s global gov-
ernment affairs team said in a state-
ment. It added that in most cases,
the government had not specified
which posts from the accounts vio-
lated Indian laws, and in many oth-
ers, it provided no evidence or justi-
fication for the blocks.

The Elon Musk-owned platform
said it disagreed with the demands
but it had begun the process to
withhold the specified accounts in
India. “Blocking entire accounts is
not only unnecessary, it amounts
to censorship of existing and future

India has ordered X to block more

UK’s national
statistician quits
duetoill health

Britain’s Statistics Authority
yesterday said that lan Diamond,
the country’s head statistician,
had resigned from his position
due to ongoing health issues.

It said Emma Rourke, deputy
national statistician for health,
population and methods, will
act in his place, pending longer
term arrangements being put
in place.

“Unfortunately, | have made the
decision that, due to ongoing
health issues, | am unable to give
the commitment to the role of
national statistician that | would
like to and feel that it is the right
time for somebody else to pick
up the baton,” Diamond said in a
statement.

Diamond’s resignation comes

at a difficult time for the Office
for National Statistics, which has
been criticised for the quality

of its labour market statistics
that provide critical information
for government and Bank of
England policymakers.

content, and is contrary to the fun-
damental right of free speech,” the
statement said.

“This is not an easy decision,
however keeping the platform ac-
cessible in India is vital to Indians’
ability to access information.”

The move comes amid fierce
fighting between India and Paki-
stan, two weeks after New Delhi
blamed Islamabad for backing a
deadly attack on tourists in Kashmir.

Pakistan rejects the charge.

At least 48 people have been killed
on both sides of the border in esca-
lating violence since India launched
air strikes on Wednesday that it said
targeted “terrorist camps”

Both countries accused each
other on Thursday of carrying out
waves of drone attacks.

X said it could not make the In-
dian executive orders public due to
legal restrictions, but it encouraged
the impacted users to seek “appro-
priate relief from the courts?”

It did not name the affected users,
but in recent days the Indian media
has reported that the country has
blocked the X accounts of Pakistani
politician Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
and Pakistan’s former prime minis-
ter and cricket captain Imran Khan.

India has also banned more than a
dozen Pakistani YouTube channels
for allegedly spreading “provoca-
tive” content, including Pakistani
news outlets.

Pakistani Bollywood movie reg-
ulars Fawad Khan and Atif Aslam
were also off limits in India, as well
as a wide range of cricketers - in-
cluding star batters Babar Azam
and Mohammad Rizwan and re-
tired players Shahid Afridi and
Wasim Akram.

Trump announced on Thursday
his administration’s first “break-
through deal” with Britain. It lowers
average British tariffs on US goods
but keeps in place the 10% base tariff
imposed by Washington on British
goods, likely setting a template for
Washington’s approach with other
trading partners.

Last month, Trump announced a
90-day pause on his long-planned
reciprocal tariffs on global trad-
ing partners, including a 26% tariff

=

Indian villagers wait for trahsportation as they evacuate following overnight Pakistani artillery shelling in Uri, abou

on India, while his administration
negotiates trade deals. A 10% base
tariff continues to apply to India
and many other nations during the
pause.

After the UK, India and Japan are
the next two nations in line to final-
ise a deal, a third Indian government
official said. “We will see which one
crosses the line first”

To achieve this, New Delhi has
offered to reduce duties to zero on
60% of the tariff lines in the first

LS , L= 4 =

phase of the deal which is under ne-
gotiation, said the first two sources,
both Indian government officials fa-
miliar with the matter.

India has offered preferential ac-
cess to nearly 90% of goods im-
ported from the US, including the
reduced tariffs, one of the two offi-
cials said. Details of India’s offer to
slash the tariff gap and what it has
asked the US inreturn have not been
previously reported.

A delegation of Indian officials is

likely to visit the US later this month
to take the negotiations forward, a
fourth official said, adding that In-
dia’s Trade Minister, Piyush Goyal,
might visit too but his plans were
not finalised.

All four government officials did
not wish to be identified as details
of the negotiations are private and
sensitive.

India’s trade ministry, which is
leading talks, did not respond to a
request for comment.

t 100km from Srinagar, yesterday.

New wave of drone
attacks target Kashmir

AFP
Srinagar, India

am” in Jammu, adding that there was a blackout
in the city. Journalists on the ground reported
heavy artillery shelling in the village of Poonch

new wave of drone attacks targeted Kash-
A‘rim'r for a second straight evening yester-
ay, including the city of Jammu, an Indian

defence source said, after Pakistan earlier denied

carrying out such attacks.

The source said “drones have been sighted in
Jammu, Samba” in Kashmir and in Pathankot in
the neighbouring state of Punjab, adding: “They

are being engaged”

Kashmir’s Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said
on X: “Intermittent sounds of blasts, probably
heavy artillery, can now be heard from where I

near the border. On a third day of tit-for-tat ex-
changes, the Indian army said it had “repulsed”
waves of Pakistani attacks using drones and other
munitions overnight, and gave a “befitting reply”

Pakistan’s military spokesman yesterday de-
nied Islamabad carried out such attacks.

An Indian army spokeswoman yesterday
spoke of “300-400” Pakistani drones being
fired but it was impossible to verify that claim

independently.

Royals attend VE Day anniversary concert

Britain’s Prince William, Prince of Wales and Catherine, Princess of Wales, attend the celebratory
concert to mark the 80th anniversary of VE Day, or Victory in Europe Day, marking the end of World
War Il in Europe, at Horse Guards Parade in London.

Meanwhile, residents across Pakistan and In-
dia rushed to stockpile foods and other essential
supplies, while families living near the border

fled to safer areas. In Punjab, Amanpreet Dhillon,
26, said many families in his village - just 13km
from the border with Pakistan - have already sent
women and children to safer areas.

“Tam also contemplating it... I’'m afraid my vil -
lage could be next,” he said.

In Kashmir’s Uri district, residents said
many fled overnight after several houses were
struck by shelling, some taking shelter behind
rocks or in bunkers. “We have never seen such
intense shelling in our life. The majority of the
people fled the town and other villages as soon

as shelling started last night with some taking

shelter in underground bunkers,” said Bashir
Ahmad, 45,
was a nightmare for us.”

in the town of Baramulla in Uri. “It

Two men found guilty
of felling iconic UK tree

AFP
London

wo men were yester-
Tday found guilty of the

“deliberate and mind-
less” felling of one of the UK'’s
most iconic trees in a case that
sparked national outrage.

The jury at Newcastle Crown
Court found former friends
Daniel Graham, 39, and Adam
Carruthers, 32, guilty of crimi-
nal damage after the 2023 fell-
ing of the tree at Sycamore Gap,
which had stood for nearly 200
years next to Hadrian’s Wall, a
Unesco World Heritage site in
northern England.

Groundworker Graham and
mechanic Carruthers were each
found guilty after around five
hours of deliberation of two
counts of criminal damage - one
to the sycamore and one to the

Roman wall, which was dam-
aged when the tree fell on it.

Prosecutors told court the two
men cut down the tree with a
chainsaw “in an act of deliberate
and mindless criminal damage,”
which they filmed on Graham’s
phone and then shared with
others.

Prosecutor Richard Wright
said the pair drove to the site
near Hexham in Graham’s Range
Rover and felled the tree on the
night of September 27, 2023,
slicing through the trunk in “a
matter of minutes”

“Having completed their
moronic mission, the pair got
back into the Range Rover and
travelled back towards Carlisle”
where they lived, he said.

He said a video of the act re-
covered from Graham’s phone
was shared by the two men with
“the unmistakable sound of a
chainsaw, and a tree falling”.

Death threats, bullets sent to Star Health’s India executives

Reuters
New Delhi

he hacker who leaked sensi-

I tive personal data held by

Indian health insurer Star

Health last year has taken respon-

sibility for sending death threats

and bullets to the company’s chief
executive and finance head.

The hacker, who goes by the alias
“xenZen’; described their repris-
als against Star Health and Allied
Insurance Company in a March 31
e-mail to Reuters.

The news agency is reporting
them for the first time.

Star Health, India’s

biggest

health insurer, has faced criticism
from customers and data secu-
rity experts since it was reported
last September that xenZen had
leaked sensitive client data, includ-
ing medical reports. At the time,
xenZen said in an e-mail to Reu-
ters they possessed 7.24 terabytes
of data related to over 3lmn Star
Health customers and was speaking
to potential buyers for the data.

The news agency hasn’t inde-
pendently confirmed the identity
or location of xenZen, the accuracy
of the facts laid out in the March 31
e-mail or the hacker’s motive for
targeting Star Health and its execu-
tives, which the e-mail ascribed to
the company’s denial of medical

claims to certain customers.

In response to questions from
Reuters, Star Health’s chief le-
gal officer said in a statement the
company could not comment “due
to an ongoing, highly sensitive
criminal investigation” related to
its data leak.

XenZen said they had con-
cealed bullet cartridges in two
packages sent to Star Health'’s
head office in the southern Indi-
an city of Chennai, in Tamil Nadu
state, in February.

The e-mail included photo-
graphs that showed the packages
addressed to chief executive Anand
Roy and chief financial officer
Nilesh Kambli and a note inside

which read: “next one will go in ur
and ur peoples head. tik tik tik.”

Roy did not respond to a phone
call requesting comment, while
Kambli said Star Health’s public
relations team would respond on
his behalf. The company did not
respond to further requests for
comment.

The New Indian Express on Sat-
urday reported that police in Tamil
Nadu were investigating the threats
and had linked them to xenZen.

Tamil Nadu police did not re-
spond to queries.

Three police sources confirmed
an investigation was underway.
They declined to be named as the
matter is confidential.

One police source said a man
from the neighbouring state of Te-
langana, who the source did not
name, has been arrested in recent
days for allegedly helping courier
the packages to Star Health on be-
half of xenZen.

Reuters was unable to identify
the individual or the status of his
detention.

Globally, health care compa-
nies have been reassessing the
risks for their top executives after
UnitedHealthcare chief executive
Brian Thompson was murdered in
a targeted attack in December. The
killing also called fresh attention
to deepening patient anger over
health insurance.

In the March 31 e-mail to Reu-
ters, xenZen referred to the killing
of Thompson and said the death
threats to the Star Health execu-
tives were sent after the hacker was
contacted for help by customers of
Star Health who had been denied
claims on medical bills despite cov-
erage plans with the company.

Star Health did not comment
on what xenZen described as their
motive, the claims of dissatisfied
customers being denied or the po-
lice investigation into the threats.

Star Health launched internal
investigations into last year’s data
leak, which the company said fol-
lowed aransom demand of $68,000
from the hacker.
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Countering Trump’s
trade trickery

US President Donald Trump signalled yesterday that he
could lower sky-high tariffs on Chinese imports, as the rival
superpowers prepare for trade talks in Switzerland over the
weekend.

“80% Tariff on China seems right!” Trump wrote on his
Truth Social platform, which would bring them down from
145%, with cumulative duties on some goods reaching a
staggering 245%.

Much has been written about Trump’s disastrous
“reciprocal” tariffs, which, despite having remained in
effect for less than 24 hours, roiled the stock market, drove
up Treasury yields, and caused the dollar to depreciate. In
fact, the tariffs that have so badly undermined markets’ faith
in the US were never reciprocal at all: they were entirely
unilateral actions betraying a fundamental misunderstanding
of economics.

US businesses and consumers will face higher prices.
Trump himself was forced to concede this in a recent cabinet
meeting, though he was dismissive of the impact.

Trump’s attacks on the independence of the US Federal
Reserve — which he has long held should maintain lower
interest rates — make it less likely that this policy-induced
inflationary pressure will be reined in. Compounding the
risks are Trump’s threats to reinstate “reciprocal” tariffs for
any country that does not strike a new trade deal with his
administration during the 90-day “pause” he announced on
April 9. And some tariffs - including a 10% “baseline” tariff
on US imports and a 25% sector-specific rate - have remained
in place all along.

The costs of
Trump’s tariffs will
not be confined to
the US. Some of the
countries Trump has
targeted with high
tariffs have very
small economies,
which are highly
dependent on
exports to the US.
Lesotho, on which
Trump imposed a
50% levy, is perhaps
the most extreme
example.
The costs are
compounded
when countries respond with tariffs of their own, whether
retaliatory tariffs on US imports, like those embraced by
China, or tariffs on other markets to offset the export losses
to the US. While this response is understandable - why
should the US be able to inflict losses on its trading partners
unilaterally? - it ends up making matters worse for everyone.

As tariffs rise, losses to the importing country - as
measured by the rise in consumer prices and reduction of
consumption - grow not proportionally, but exponentially, to
the square of the tariff rate. Double the tariff rate; quadruple
the losses.

This does not mean countries should simply tolerate
Trump'’s tariffs. Rather, they should preserve or increase
free trade among themselves, lower non-tariff barriers, and
reduce their dependence on the US in other realms (such
as defence), thereby bolstering their own resilience. Such a
response could ensure that, as reckless and irredeemable as
Trump’s tariff campaign is, some good does come of it.

At the same time, countries should work together to
persuade the US to abandon its tariff campaign. After all,
tariffs prevent the price mechanism from performing its
proper function of balancing supply and demand, and this
mechanism is integral to the free-market ideology to which
Trump and his Republican Party purportedly subscribe. Even
the mission of the Department of Government Efficiency,
as problematic as it is in theory and practice, aligns with
the party’s traditional defence of the principle that markets
should be allowed to function with minimal government
intervention.

Republicans might counter that the tariffs align with another
of their stated priorities: reducing America’s current-account
deficit. But a deficit arises when a country spends more than it
produces. The only way to reduce it is through fiscal, monetary,
and exchange-rate policies that boost savings, not through
disruptive, distortionary, and antagonistic tariffs that merely
boost costs. - Project Syndicate
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Syrian minister praises
Qatar’s social work model

QNA
Damascus

yrian Minister of Social Affairs and
Labour Hind Kabawat has praised
Qatar’s pioneering experience in
the humanitarian and social fields,
describing it as a “rich experience.”

In an interview with Qatar News Agency
(QNA), the Syrian minister affirmed that
co-operation with Qatar strongly enhances
the effectiveness of social and humanitarian
programs in Syria and enlarges the scope of
beneficiaries.

Minister Kabawat expressed the ministry’s
aspiration to establish strategic and regional
partnerships with countries that have successful
development experiences, pointing out that co-
operation with Qatari partners will play a central
role in supporting efforts to expand its service
coverage, achieve social justice, and strengthen
community cohesion in the post-war phase.

Regarding the ministry’s current priorities,
Kabawat stressed that the main focus is on the
most vulnerable and affected groups, giving top
priority to rebuilding the social and economic
fabric that has been severely damaged by years
of conflict. She explained that the ministry is
currently working to accelerate the return of
camp residents and displaced people to their
original areas, and to create conditions for a
dignified and sustainable return.

She emphasised that achieving this return
requires a comprehensive plan that takes into
account the difficult living conditions and the
extensive infrastructure collapse. She noted
that the ministry is co-ordinating with other
ministries and international actors to ensure the
provision of basic services in housing, health,
education, and legal infrastructure.

On the issue of the most affected groups
- such as widows, orphans, and the injured
- Kabawat explained that the ministry is
working on developing an accurate and updated
database covering these groups to ensure fair
and organised access to support programs. She
stressed that the goal is to end dependency
and build a new model of support based on
sustainable rehabilitation and empowerment.

On the legal framework for regulating the
labour market, she noted that the ministry
is organising a series of workshops in co-
operation with representatives from industrial,
commercial, and professional sectors to discuss
current challenges and propose necessary
legislative amendments. She highlighted co-
ordination with relevant ministries to draft
abalanced labour law that respects workers’
rights and serves employers’ interests, aiming
to create a flexible and fair work environment
that boosts economic activity and reduces
unemployment.

HE also pointed to the deep psychological
impacts left by the war on Syrian society,
affirming the need for many groups to undergo
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Syrian Minister of Social Affairs and Labour Hind Kabawat.

psychological and social rehabilitation,
including those who experienced detention,
lived in camps, or endured exile and hardship.
She announced that the ministry is preparing
a special psychosocial support manual, in
co-operation with local and international
organisations with experience in this field, to
serve as areference for care providers.

She also revealed a set of programmes
aimed at promoting social cohesion through
community dialogues, awareness campaigns
on citizenship and pluralism, training of
local mediators in conflict resolution, and
empowerment of marginalised groups
economically and educationally to reduce
feelings of exclusion and division.

In terms of co-operation with civil society
and non-governmental organisations, the
minister said that the ministry has granted
licences to nearly 2,000 organisations to
operate inside Syria, including some that were
previously active abroad and have recently
reopened offices in the country. She added that
the ministry has launched a series of dialogue
workshops with these organisations to develop
the Law on Associations and create a modern
and sustainable legal environment based on the
principle of partnership between the state and
civil society. She also stressed the need to move
beyond the traditional competitive relationship
in favour of a complementary one that involves
shared roles and responsibilities.

On the mechanisms to ensure that

international aid reaches those who need

it, Kabawat underlined that the ministry

has launched a comprehensive automation
project in co-operation with the Ministry

of Communications and Technology. This
includes three key digital platforms, including
one for organising NGO work and preventing
duplication of services, a labour market platform
for linking job seekers with employers and
providing career consultations, and a platform
for persons with disabilities to enable them to
update their data and submit formal applications
for service cards. She emphasised the
importance of building a central and accurate
database across all ministry directorates and
facilities as a key tool for ensuring transparency
and impact measurement, and directing
resources to those who truly deserve them.

The Syrian minister affirmed that the ministry
is guided by a national vision rooted in social
cohesion, justice, and effective partnerships
between the government sector and civil
society. She pointed out that the upcoming
phase will require comprehensive national
efforts and broad regional and international
support, stressing that co-operation with
Qatar - given its successful experience in social
and humanitarian management - will be one of
the key pillars of humanitarian work in Syria in
the coming phase, and that the ministry aims
to translate this into tangible programmes and
initiatives that serve the Syrian citizen wherever
they may be.

Americais erasing the data the world needs

By Shaida Badiee, Joel Gurin, and
Claire Melamed
Washington, DC

nrecent months, thousands

of web pages and datasets

have been removed from US

government websites. An
informal army of “data rescuers”
has emerged to download, save,
and republish vital information,
including some 300,000 datasets
on data.gov, before it is lost. But
preserving existing data is only a
temporary measure. The bigger
question is how future data -
particularly the health and climate
data that are essential to guide
policy - will be produced and
published.

This is not just an American
problem. The US government has
long supported the production
of official statistics in low- and
middle-income countries. For
example, the Demographic and
Health Surveys (DHS) programme
has been helping to produce
survey data on key indicators such
as child health and nutrition in
90+ countries for more than 40
years. These data have guided
the development of countless
valuable initiatives, from a support
programme for pregnant women
to an app that broadens access to
support for victims of domestic
violence. Ten of the 17 UN
Sustainable Development Goals
rely on DHS data to track progress.

But US President Donald Trump’s
administration has now suspended
the DHS programme indefinitely
and is dissolving the US Agency
for International Development
(USAID), which runs it. Alternative
means of producing important
health, demographic, and other
social data are urgently needed.

One useful change would be to
make better use of administrative
data - the data that flow through
government systems every time
anew patient enters a hospital,

a classroom register is taken in a
school, or a new baby is born -
rather than relying primarily on
surveys. With efforts to consolidate
and streamline major household-
survey programmes already

00111000100001

0011111017 @

D111 105
01001 1075
000010C1wus

00071 ]
J Q001

1000100000110010011(

underway, greater reliance on
administrative data would simply
require a shift in focus - and
investment - by governments and
development partners.

Climate data are also under
growing pressure. The US
administration has removed or
made less accessible datasets the
world relies on to track and predict
changes to the climate. Meanwhile,
proposed funding cuts are casting
doubt on the future collection
and analysis of such data. Even
the data that are collected might
not be shared internationally,
given America’s withdrawal
from multilateral initiatives like
the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change.

While the European Union,
Japan, and others also have huge
climate-data programs, filling
the gap left by the US will take
considerable time and money,
both of which are in short supply.
Given this, innovators are needed to
devise new tools and models, and
to realise the full potential of new
technologies, such as Al

The US government is not just
erasing or obscuring data; it is also
floating proposals to alter how
data are reported. For example,
Secretary of Commerce Howard
Lutnick has suggested dropping
government-spending measures
from GDP calculations. This
change would make it more difficult
to assess the impact of the US
administration’s massive federal
spending cuts on the US economy.

But established norms exist for

areason: they ensure the reliability
and comparability of data over time
and across countries. Lutnick’s
proposed change would undermine
the reliability and usefulness of
cross-country GDP comparisons.
The international statistical
community must therefore hold
firm in defending long-established
methods and principles, with the
support of partners who recognise
the critical importance of this
often-overlooked but essential
government function.
Statisticians, data scientists,
and open-data advocates around
the world are developing strategies
and taking action to recover,
protect, and future-proof data.
Data producers and users, in the US
and elsewhere, can support these
efforts — which will be neither easy
nor straightforward - in five ways.
First, they should monitor
developments carefully. What
changes in data policy are
governments announcing, and on
what time scale? When datasets
are removed and then reposted,
have they been altered? Tracking
such changes is essential to support
advocacy to restore essential data.
Second, they should develop
compelling use cases and advocacy
alliances. Government data not
only support social progress;
businesses and Al systems also
depend on comprehensive,
high-quality data for innovation
and decision-making. Major
corporations, including tech
companies at the forefront of AI
development, are potential allies

in advocating for the continued
production and sharing of robust
data in every country.

Third, new data-collection
strategies must be implemented.
Faced with reduced funding,
countries should streamline
household surveys, expand the use
of sources like administrative and
citizen data, share satellite data,
and contribute to a robust global
data ecosystem.

Fourth, to discourage arbitrary
changes that undermine analysis
and complicate comparisons,
standards for collecting and
publishing statistical and other
data, such as GDP, should be
strengthened and publicised.

Finally, given that prevailing
methods for collecting and
publishing national data were never
perfect, the current upheaval can
be viewed as an opportunity to
collaborate to improve methodology
and data governance. Any such effort
torethink how data is collected and
used should emphasise global and
regional collaboration, information
sharing, and alignment of methods
and standards.

We cannot yet predict how
extensive and lasting the impact of
changes to the data landscape will
be, and how different organisations
and institutions will respond.

But if we develop comprehensive
counter-strategies now, the
global data community can ensure
that systems essential to sound
policymaking not only survive
whatever comes next, but emerge
stronger. - Project Syndicate

e Shaida Badiee, a former director
of the World Bank’s Development
Data Group, is a co-founder and
Managing Director of Open Data
Watch.

e Joel Gurin, President of the Center
for Open Data Enterprise, is the
author of Open Data Now: The
Secret to Hot Startups, Smart
Investing, Savvy Marketing, and
Fast Innovation (McGraw-Hill
Education, 2014).

o Claire Melamed, a former
managing director of the Overseas
Development Institute, is CEO of the
Global Partnership for Sustainable
Development Data.
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France, Poland sign treaty with mutual defence pledge

AFP
Paris

treaty committing both sides to mu-

tual assistance in case of an attack by
an aggressor, strengthening ties between
the EU heavyweights in the wake of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

The deal was signed in France’s eastern
city of Nancy by French President Em-
manuel Macron and Polish Prime Minis-
ter Donald Tusk, both among the strong-
est European backers of Ukraine following
Russia’s 2022 invasion.

Condemning Vladimir Putin’s comments
at a Moscow military parade marking 80
years since the defeat of Nazi Germany in
World War II, Macron said that the Russian
leader was “on the side of war, not peace”

Macron said one of the key aspects of the
treaty was a clause on “mutual defence”) in
addition to the protections already offered
by the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(Nato) and the European Union.

“It does not substitute for Nato or EU”
Macron said alongside Tusk, adding that it

France and Poland signed yesterday a

“reinforces what already exists today”.

He also suggested that troops could mo-
bilise quickly: “I have no doubt that yes,
such a deployment would be possible in the
face of aggression and if the worst were to
happen?”

Tusk described the treaty as “a historic
event”.

“I am profoundly convinced... that
France and Poland will be able to count on
each other in all circumstances, good and
bad,” he said.

The text of the friendship and co-op-
eration treaty states that “In the event of
armed aggression on their territories, the
parties shall provide mutual assistance, in-
cluding by military means”.

Macron, who leads the EU’s only nuclear
weapons power, also implied that France’s
atomic arsenal could be part of such assist -
ance.

“The interests of our main partners are
integrated in deciding what our vital inter-
ests are,” he said.

Such protection is of immense interest to
Poland, which shares a border with Russia’s
exclave of Kaliningrad and has repeatedly
warned that the country too could be the

target of Russian aggression.

With the United States, backed by its
European allies, proposing an uncondi-
tional 30-day ceasefire between Russia and
Ukraine, Macron painted a bleak picture of
Putin’s interest in peace.

“President Putin is on the side of war,
not the side of peace. The belligerent com-
ments that he made, the reality of every day,
only underline that,” he said.

Ties between France and Poland have
tightened since Tusk, a former European
Council president, became prime minister
inlate 2023, ending years of rule by the con-
servative Law and Justice (PiS) party.

Such partnerships have grown all the
more important after US President Donald
Trump made clear Europe should do more
to ensure its own security.

Analysts say Nato member Poland could
have the EU’s biggest army in the next dec-
ade.

The Polish army had an estimated
216,000 troops in 2024, according to
Nato data, already more than the French
(205,000) and German (186,000) armies. It
aims to reach 300,000 troops by 2035.

The location and timing of the treaty’s

signing in Nancy were also loaded with
symbolism.

Nancy is part of the Lorraine region,
ruled in the 18th century by the deposed
Polish king Stanislaw I, who was also the
father-in-law of French King Louis XV.
Nancy’s main square is named Place Stan-
islas in his honour.

Tusk and Macron also showed off their
alliance on the day Putin hosted the Red
Square parade with guests including Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping and Robert Fico,
the prime minister of EU member Slovakia.

Without naming Fico directly, Tusk said
that attending the parade “brings shame”

Meanwhile, European leaders from the
“coalition of the willing”, a grouping of
countries that have pledged strengthened
support for Kyiv, will meet in Ukraine on
Saturday, Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said, without specifying who
would be coming.

Poland is also gearing up for presidential
elections on May 18 amid warnings of the
risk of a Russian disinformation campaign.

A nationalist candidate backed by the PiS
will challenge the pro-European mayor of
Warsaw, who has the support of Tusk.

Putin hails
soldiers in
Ukraine as
allies attend
WWII parade

AFP/Reuters
Moscow

resident Vladimir Putin
P vowed yesterday that Russia

would win in Ukraine as the
Soviet Union had in World War II,
as he sought to rally support at a
Moscow military parade put on
before key allies.

Putin sat with China’s Presi-
dent Xi Jinping watching a pro-
cession of thousands of troops -
some of whom fought in Ukraine
- and an array of weapons includ-
ing new tanks and drones to mark
the defeat of the Nazis 80 years
ago.

More than two dozen world
leaders were in Moscow for the
occasion.

Since launching the Ukraine of-
fensive in 2022, Putin has drawn
parallels between the Soviet war
effort and his own military cam-
paign that has killed many thou-
sands and seen Moscow occupy a
fifth of its neighbour.

“The whole country, society
and people support the partici-
pants of the special military op-
eration,” Putin said, addressing
the parade. “We are proud of their
bravery and determination, of the
fortitude that has always brought
us only victory”

Putin said Russia would never
accept attempts to belittle the
Soviet Union’s decisive role in
defeating Nazi Germany, but that
Moscow also recognised the part
played by the Western allies in de-
feating Adolf Hitler.

“The Soviet Union took upon
itself the most ferocious, merci-
less blows of the enemy,” Putin
said. “We highly appreciate the
contribution of the soldiers of the
Allied armies, the members of the

resistance, the courageous people
of China, and all those who fought
for a peaceful future to our com-
mon struggle”

Putin made no criticism of the
West and referred only in pass-
ing to the Ukraine war, Europe’s
deadliest since World War II, but
it haunted the celebration.

The ex-KGB spy, who has led
the country for 25 years, said:
“Russia has been and will remain
an indestructible barrier against
Nazism, Russophobia and anti-
Semitism”

Moscow says it launched its of-
fensive to “de-Nazify” Ukraine
- narratives rejected by Kyiv, the
West and independent experts.

At home, Russia has banned
criticism of its offensive and hun-
dreds of thousands of Russians
have fled their country.

Security was tight ahead of the
parade, with Moscow fearing it
could be targeted by Ukraine.

Snipers were positioned on a
luxury shopping mall that runs
alongside Red Square and mobile
internet was jammed.

“Russia!  Russia!”  crowds
chanted as Putin walked in front
of the stands, escorted by body-
guards.

Around 1,500 troops that had
fought in Ukraine were among
11,000 marching on Red Square,
state media reported.

The parade also featured mili-
tary hardware, including attack
drones for the first time and more
tanks than in previous years.

After the procession, Putin
greeted heavily decorated North
Korean commanders who led
Pyongyang’s forces that helped
Russia recapture its western
Kursk region from Ukraine.

“All the best to you and all your
troops,” Putin said.

Lo
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Russia’s main battle tanks T-90M
Proryv are seen in the Red Square
during a military parade on
Victory Day, marking the 80th
anniversary of the victory over
Nazi Germany in World War Il, in
central Moscow. - Reuters

Right: This photograph
distributed by Russian state
agency Sputnik shows President
Vladimir Putin greeting North
Korean servicemen on Red
Square after the Victory Day
military parade in Moscow. - AFP

Chinese troops took part in the
parade, which came a day after
Putin and Xi held formal talks.

Putin has long said that the So-
viet Union and primarily Russia
were the main victors in WWII
and yesterday called his nation
the “heirs of victors”

Olga Zhuravleva, whose father
and grandfather fought in WWII,
decried US President Donald
Trump for saying that the war was
“mostly accomplished because of
us”.

“Complete nonsense,” she said,
adding that she feels “great” pride
for her country.

The Soviet Union lost 27mn
people in World War II, includ-
ing many millions in Ukraine, but
pushed Nazi forces back to Berlin,
where Hitler committed suicide
and the red Soviet Victory Ban-
ner was raised over the Reichstag
in 1945.

Chinese Communist Party his-
torians say China’s casualties in
the 1937-1945 Second Sino-Japa-
nese War were 35mn.

The Japanese occupation
caused the displacement of as
many as 100mn Chinese people
and significant economic hard-
ship, as well as the 1937 Nanjing

US, Europeans ‘finalising 30-day

Reuters
Paris

he United States and its
I European allies are finalis-
ing a proposal for a 30-day
ceasefire in Ukraine that if refused
would see them jointly impose new
sanctions on Russia, a French dip-
lomatic source said yesterday.
US President Donald Trump

easefire

proposal’

Massacre, during which an esti-
mated 100,000 to 300,000 vic-
tims were killed.

Nazi Germany’s uncondition-
al surrender came into force at
11.01pm on May 8, 1945, marked
as “Victory in Europe Day” by
Britain, the United States and
France.

In Moscow it was already May
9, which became the Soviet Un-
ion’s “Victory Day” in what Rus-
sians call the Great Patriotic War
0f 19041-45.

Under 25 years of Putin’s rule,
the Kremlin has promoted a pa-
triotic vision of WWII - praising
military feats, while glossing over
the Soviet-Nazi Pact and the 1939
invasion of Poland.

Some spectators in Moscow ex-
pressed pride at this year’s parade.

“I was delighted,” 65-year-old
university lecturer Elena Gogole-
va told AFP. “Watching the parade
is a sacred duty for me. It’s good
that we are not alone.”

Putin ordered his army to halt
attacks against Ukraine for three

days to mark the holiday, but Kyiv
has accused Russia of violating
the truce hundreds of times.

Ukrainian soldiers operating in
the direction of the embattled city
of Pokrovsk told AFP that fighting
continued despite the truce.

However, a lull in some attacks
allowed them to evacuate wound-
ed and dead soldiers, they said.

In the days before the parade,
Ukraine fired dozens of drones
at Moscow, forcing airports to
shut and disrupting hundreds of
flights.

There were no reports of at-
tempted attacks on the capital
yesterday.

In Russia’s western Belgorod
region, authorities said a Ukrain-
ian drone hit the regional gov-
ernment building, wounding two
people.

Kyiv argues Russia’s May 9
celebrations have “nothing to do
with the victory over Nazism”
and that those marching on Red
Square were “quite likely” implic-
it in crimes against Ukrainians.

Church must
fight ‘l1ack of
faith’: Pope

eo XIV urged the Catholic
LChurch to work urgently to

restore the faith of millions
in his first homily as Pope yester-
day, a day after the little-known
cardinal become the first head of
the 2,000-year institution from
the United States.

Chicago-born Robert Francis
Prevost became the 267th pope,
spiritual leader of the world’s
1.4bn Catholics and successor
to Argentina’s Pope Francis on
Thursday, after a secret vote by
fellow cardinals in the Vatican’s
Sistine Chapel.

In today’s world, Leo warned
in his homily to assembled cardi-
nals, there are places or situations
where “it is not easy to preach the
Gospel and bear witness to its
truth, where believers are mocked,
opposed, despised or at best toler-
ated and pitied”

“Yet, precisely for this reason,
they are the places where our mis-
sionary outreach is desperately
needed,” said the new Pope, 69,
standing at the Sistine Chapel al-
tar with Michelangelo’s fresco of
The Last Judgment behind him.

The former missionary deplored
“settings in which the Christian
faith is considered absurd, meant
for the weak and unintelligent”
And in an echo of his predecessor
Francis, he said people were turn-
ing to “technology, money, suc-
cess, power, or pleasure”

“A lack of faith is often tragi-
cally accompanied by the loss of
meaning in life, the neglect of
mercy, appalling violations of
human dignity, the crisis of the
family and so many other wounds
that afflict our society,” said Leo in
Italian, wearing a white papal robe
trimmed in gold as he addressed
the seated white-robed cardinals.

In an apparent message to
evangelical Christians, Pope Leo
also warned that Jesus cannot be
“reduced to a kind of charismatic
leader or superman”.

“This is true not only among
non-believers but also among
many baptised Christians, who
thus end up living, at this level,
in a state of practical atheism,” he
said.

In an unscripted introduction
to his homily in English, he also
evoked a need to overcome divi-
sions within the church, telling
his fellow cardinals: “I know I can
rely on each and every one of you
to walk with me”

Many around the world were
still digesting the choice of the
man sometimes referred to in
Rome as the “Latin Yankee” for his
decades-long missions in Peru.

“A pope from the United States
is almost more surprising than an
Argentine and Jesuit pope” such
as Francis, wrote the Corriere della
Sera daily. Francis was the first
pope ever named from the Ameri-
cas.

The Vatican released video im-
ages of the moments after Leo’s
secret election on Thursday,
showing him praying at a chapel
altar and shaking hands and re-
ceiving congratulations in a sea of
scarlet-robed cardinals.

The American, a member of
the Augustinian order who spent
two decades in Peru and was only
made a cardinal in 2023.

However, he had been on many
Vatican watchers’ lists of potential
popes, although he is far from be-
ing a globally recognised figure.

Over the coming days, includ-
ing during tomorrow’s midday
Regina Coeli prayer and a meet-
ing with journalists at the Vatican
on Monday, his actions and words
will be closely scrutinised.

He will meet with diplomats on
May 16 and on Sunday May 18 will
hold an inauguration mass at St
Peter’s Square, which is expected
to draw world leaders and thou-
sands of pilgrims. - AFP

Pakistan accuses India of bringing
neighbours ‘closer to major conflict’

nuclear-armed neighbours “closer to a major
conflict’} as the death toll from three days of
missile, artillery and drone attacks passed 50.

The escalation comes after an attack on tourists
last month in the Indian-run part of disputed Kash-
mir that killed 26 people, and which New Delhi ac-
cused Islamabad of backing - an allegation Pakistan

Pakista.n has accused India of bringing the

denied.

Indiaresponded with air strikes on Wednesday on
what it called “terrorist camps” in Pakistan, killing
more than 20 civilians and fuelling the worst clashes
between the two in decades.

Pakistan’s foreign ministry spokesman Shafqat
Ali Khan said that India’s “reckless conduct has

istered Kashmir areas of Jammu and Samba, and in
neighbouring Punjab state.

Earlier, Pakistan’s military spokesman denied
that Islamabad was carrying out such attacks.

The two countries have fought wars over Muslim-
majority Kashmir, which is divided between the two.

Pakistani military sources said that its forces had
shot down 77 Indian drones in the last two days,

with debris of many incursions seen by AFP in cities

across the country.
Pakistan’s military said on Wednesday that five
Indian jets had been downed across the border, but

New Delhi has not responded to the claims, while a

territory.

military source said three jets had crashed on home

called on Thursday for a 30-day
unconditional ceasefire between
Russia and Ukraine, warning that
Washington and its partners would
impose further sanctions if the
ceasefire was not respected.

Ukraine has expressed readiness
to accept the US proposal.

“We’re not completely with
a finalised project, but we hope
that we’re at a moment of conver-
gence,” said the diplomatic source,
speaking on condition of ano-

nymity. “What could happen in
the coming hours and days, there
could be an announcement of a

Norway’s Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store (back centre) along with
(clockwise, left to right) Denmark’s Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen,
Estonia’s Prime Minister Kristen Michal, Finland’s President Alexander
Stubb, Iceland’s Prime Minister Kristrun Frostadottir, Latvia’s Prime
Minister Evika Silia, Lithuania’s President Gitanas Nauseda, Netherland’s
Minister of Defence Ruben Brekelmans, Finland’s President Alexander
Stubb, and Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer, with Ukraine’s President
Volodymyr Zelensky via video screen, attend the start of a meeting of
the annual Joint Expeditionary Force Leaders’ Summit in Oslo. - AFP

discussed.”

ceasefire either of 30 days or com-
partmentalised, which is still being

brought the two nuclear-armed states closer to a
major conflict”.

Military spokesman Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry told
media: “We will not de-escalate — with the damages
they did on our side, they should take a hit.”

“So far, we have been protecting ourselves but
they will get an answer in our own timing,” he added.

On a third day of tit-for-tat exchanges, the Indian
army said it had “repulsed” waves of Pakistani at-
tacks using drones and other munitions overnight,
and gave a “befitting reply”

Late yesterday, an Indian defence source told AFP
that drones had been sighted in the Indian-admin-

Both sides have made repeated claims and coun-
ter-claims that are difficult to verify.

Pakistan has rejected claims by New Delhi that it
was behind last month’s attack in Pahalgam, Indi-
an-administered Kashmir, when gunmen killed 26
people, mainly male Hindu tourists.

The conflict has caused major disruption to in-
ternational aviation, with airlines having to cancel
flights or use longer routes that do not overfly the
India-Pakistan frontier.

World powers have called for both sides to exer-
cise “restraint’, with several offering to mediate the
dispute. - AFP
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atar Museums (QM) chief execu-

tive officer (CEO) Mohamed Saad

al-Rumaihi has said that interna-
tion hibitions are a cornerstone of the
institution’s strategy to raise Qatar’s cul-
tural profile worldwide, noting that such
shows help build cultural understanding
and reinforce a creative economy.

In an interview with the Qatar News
Agency (QNA), he said that overseas ex-
hibitions spotlight Qatar’s rich nation-
al identity and cultural heritage while
showcasing the country’s growing crea-
tive community.

Al-Rumaihi stressed that culture today
functions as a vital platform for global
dialogue, strengthening ties with distin-
guished institutions abroad and, in turn,
nurturing talent and innovation.

He described these exhibitions as a

form of cultural diplomacy that enhances
Qatar’s status as an open nation that val-
ues dialogue and exchange and sees cul-
ture as a bridge between peoples.

Speaking about cultural and museum
relations between Qatar and Italy, and
in particular the recent opening of the
“Beyti Baytak” exhibition in Venice and
“A Design Journey with Marcello Gandi-
ni”}, al-Rumaihi said that those initiatives
come within a co-operation agreement
designed to deepen cultural partnership
between the two countries.

He added that working with the city of
Venice marks an advanced step in forg-
ing strategic relations, given Italy’s global
cultural legacy.

Al-Rumaihi added that it was an ideal
partner for the QM given that Venice, a
Unesco World Heritage site, offers an ex-

Exhibitions abroad ‘an embodiment | ‘-

of Qatar’s cultural diplomacy’: CEO

ceptional venue for cultural engagement.

Looking ahead, he said that there are
ambitious, ongoing plans for new joint
exhibitions and projects.

He pointed to the future Qatar Pavilion
site in Venice’s Giardini della Biennale,
which will display architect Yasmeen
Lari’s community majlis installation dur-
ing the 2025 Architecture Biennale, an
event intended to reflect Qatari traditions
of welcome and hospitality.

Al-Rumaihi also said that the “Design
Journey with Marcello Gandini” exhibi-
tion will move to the National Automo-
bile Museum in Turin in summer 2025,
underscoring the continuity of fruitful
cultural collaboration.

He emphasised that the QM’s interna-
tional participation fosters mutual un-
derstanding among nations.

Such partnerships, al-Rumaihi added,
keep Qatar at the forefront of cultural and
creative exchange and encourage human
interaction based on mutual respect.

He said that the QM hopes to sustain

this approach by inviting Venetians and
visitors to explore Qatar’s cultural herit-
age and, in return, encouraging audiences
in Qatar to discover Venice’s inspiring
cultural offerings. - QNA

Qatar Pavilion

organising ‘Beyti A
Beytak’ exhibition
at Venice Biennale \

he Qatar Pavilion is organis-

I ing the “Beyti Beytak” exhi-

bition at the 19th Interna-

tional Architecture Exhibition (La

Biennale di Venezia, Venice Bien-
nale).

The exhibition explores how
modern and contemporary archi-
tecture meets the needs of com-
munities and reimagines a sense of
belonging.

The exhibition consists of two
sections, examining how hospi-
tality and traditions of welcoming
guests are embodied in architec-
ture and urban landscapes across
the Middle East, North Africa, and
South Asia (Menasa) region.

The exhibition includes the
Community Centre installation at
the Qatar Pavilion site in the Gia-
rdini della Biennale, alongside a
main exhibition held at ACP-Pal-
azzo Franchetti, supported by ACP
Art Capital Partners.

The exhibition opens to the
public on November 23, 2025.

The Community Centre, de-
signed by Pakistani architect Yas-
meen Lari, is installed at the Qatar
Pavilion site in the Giardini della
Biennale, highlighting her human-
itarian, social, and architectural
development model.

The Community Centre, a bam-
boo structure, was commissioned
by the Heritage Foundation of Pa-
kistan, co-founded by Yasmeen
Lariin 1980.

The foundation continues to
build shelters and villages for com-
munities affected by natural disas-
ters in Pakistan.

The main exhibition at ACP-
Palazzo Franchetti, supported by
ACP Art Capital Partners, show-
cases the works of more than 30
architects, representing three

Past time

generations of architects from the
Menasa region, through drawings,
photographs, models, and key ar-
chival documents.

From the Police Diary

The exhibition at ACP-Palazzo
Franchetti features works by pio-
neering architects, including Raj
Rewal (of India), Nayyar Ali Dada

K.

N L
The ‘Beyti Beytak’ exhibition
explores how modern and
contemporary architecture meets
the needs of communities and
reimagines a sense of belonging.

(of Pakistan), Abdel-Wahed El-
Wakil (Egypt), Minnette de Silva
(Sri Lanka), and contemporary ar-
chitects such as Marina Tabassum
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and Nabil Haque (Bangladesh),
Sameep Padora and Balkrishna
Doshi (India), DAAZ Studio (Iran),
Abeer Seikaly (Jordan), Sumaya

Dabbagh (Saudi Arabia), Diller
Scofidio + Renfro (USA), and
Meriem Chabani with New South
(France).

Qatar’s participationin
Venice Biennale ‘enhances
cultural co-operation’

atar’s ambassa-

dor to Italy Kha-

lid bin Youssef

al-Sada has

said that Qatar’s par-

ticipation in this year’s

Venice Biennale is part

of a strategic cultural vi-

sion aimed at promoting

cultural dialogue with

the world and strength-

ening bilateral relations
with Italy.

In a statement to the
Qatar News Agency
(QNA), the envoy said
that the approach re-
flects Qatar’s deep be-
lief in the role of culture
in building sustainable
partnerships and dem-
onstrates the country’s

|
|
|
|
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atar Police Helicopter -

in the 1980s

A Qatar police helicopter in the 1980s, as seen in a photo from the Ministry of Interior (Mol)’'s Public Relations Department archive, released

on the official X account yesterday.

Al-Sada: the presence of the Qatar Pavilion
in the Giardini Biennale underscores the
growing stature of Qatar’s cultural diplomacy.

commitment to sup-
porting cultural initia-
tives both regionally and
internationally.

Al-Sada added that relations between Qatar and Italy continue to de-
velop across various fields, and highlighted that cultural co-operation is
one of the key pillars of this relationship.

He stressed Qatar’s commitment to deepening this co-operation in a
way that serves the mutual interests of both friendly nations.

The envoy noted the signing of a co-operation protocol between Qa-
tar Museums (QM) and the Venice municipality in 2024, describing it asa
milestone in bilateral co-operation.

The agreement aims to strengthen joint efforts in cultural, social, and
economic areas, and reflects the depth of the Qatari-Italian partnership
and both sides’ eagerness to expand future collaboration.

Al-Sada also said that the presence of the Qatar Pavilion this year in
the Giardini Biennale, one of the city’s iconic locations, underscores
the growing stature of Qatar’s cultural diplomacy and the increasingly
prominent role that Qatar plays on the global stage in supporting the arts,
promoting culture, and advancing the values of openness and dialogue
among nations. - QNA
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