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The top five-winning teams of the Balmsan Championship and the top three winners in the ‘Biggest Fish’

competition were crowned yesterday during Al-Qaffal celebration at Katara Cultural Village by general
manager Prof Dr Khalid bin Ibrahim al-Sulaiti. Balmsan is considered the final stage of the Senyar
Festival competitions. The championship derives its name from the main fishing site ‘Herr Balmsan’, one
of Qatar’s largest and richest marine habitats for oysters and fish. A winning team is seen celebrating
during the award ceremony at Katara’s southern beach (Freej Katara). Page 12

‘Devastated’ Harry
says ‘no UK return’

Prince Harry said yesterday

he wanted to reconcile with
Britain’s royal family, but was
“devastated” at losing a court
battle over his security that
meant he felt unable to return
to the country with his family.
Visibly upset, Harry revealed
to the BBC that his father King
Charles lll no longer speaks to
him over the security issue and
after he published a memoir
critical of the royals, and urged
Prime Minister Keir Starmer

to intervene. “Of course some
members of my family will
never forgive me for writing a
book. Of course they will never
forgive me for lots of things.”
(AFP) Page 9

Germany’s AfD party
designated ‘extremist’
Germany’s domestic intelligence
service yesterday designated
the far-right AfD party as an
extremist group, handing
authorities greater powers

to monitor it and fuelling

calls for it to be banned. The
anti-immigration Alternative

for Germany (AfD) slammed

the move as a “heavy blow”

to democracy, just months

after they won second place

in national polls, and vowed to
mount a legal challenge. The BfV
domestic intelligence agency,
said it decided to give the

entire party the label due to its
attempts to “undermine the free,
democratic” order in Germany.
(AFP) Page 11

Carney vows big shift
in Canada’s economy

Prime Minister Mark Carney
promised yesterday to oversee
the biggest transformation

of Canada’s economy since
the end of the Second World
War to enable it to “stand up”
to Donald Trump. Carney led
the Liberal Party to a dramatic
fourth mandate in elections
on Monday after a campaign
focused on the US president’s

Unicef warns Gaza
children face risk
of hunger, disease

QNA
New York/Geneva

he UN Children’s Fund
T(Unicef) warned yes-

terday that children in
Gaza face an increasing risk of
hunger, disease, and death due
to the ongoing stifling Israeli
blockade of the Strip, stressing
that there is no justification for
these practices.

In a report highlighting the
situation of children in the Strip
two months after the Israeli
blockade and the denial of hu-
manitarian aid, Unicef Execu-
tive Director Catherine Russell
reiterated her call for the block-
ade on Gaza to be lifted, com-
mercial goods to be allowed in,
and children to be protected.

“For two months, children in
the Gaza Strip have faced relent -
less bombardment, deprived of
essential goods, services, and
life-saving healthcare,” she
said, stressing that with every
day that passes under the Israeli
blockade, children face an in-
creasing risk of hunger, disease,
and death, “and nothing justi-
fies this” The Israeli occupation
resumed its aggression on Gaza
on March 18. Gaza’s civil de-
fence agency said Israeli strikes
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Palestinian children queue for a
hot meal at a charity kitchen in
Gaza City.

killed at least 42 people yester-
day in the Palestinian territory.

Meanwhile, Director-General
of the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO), Dr Tedros Adh-
anom Ghebreyesus, said that the
situation in Gaza is catastrophic,
with 2mn people facing hunger.

Speaking at a press conference
in Geneva yesterday, Ghebreye-
sus noted that WHO is facing
unprecedented funding chal-
lenges as donor countries reduce
their contributions, calling it the
most severe disruption in the
history of WHO financing.

Executive Director of WHO’s
Health  Emergencies  Pro-
gramme, Dr Michael Ryan,
warned that the minds and bod-
ies of Gaza’s children are being
broken. Page 7

Syria slams Israel’s
Damascus strike as a
‘dangerous escalation’

AFP
Damascus

yria’s new rulers yesterday
S denounced an Israeli air
strike near the presidential
palace as a “dangerous escalation”.

The dawn strike came hours af-
ter senior Druze clerics and armed
factions reaffirmed their loyalty to
Damascus and rejected any call for
secession.

They also urged the authorities
to appoint local officials to gov-
ernment posts in the Druze heart-
land in Sweida province.

The statement followed sectar-
ian clashes between Druze fight-
ers and Syrian forces, including
government -affiliated groups.

More than 100 people were
killed in Jaramana and Sahnaya
near Damascus and in Sweida, war
monitor the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said.

Yesterday’s explosion from the
Presidential Palace area was heard
across Damascus.

Syria’s presidency called the strike
“a dangerous escalation against state
institutions’”, and accused Israel of
destabilising the country.

UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres condemned the Israeli
strike as a violation of Syria’s sov-
ereignty, which he said Israel must
respect along with “its unity, its
territorial integrity and its inde-
pendence”, his spokesman said.

After this week’s sectarian clash-
es a de-escalation deal was agreed
between Druze representatives and
the government, prompting troop
deployments in Sahnaya and tighter
security around Jaramana.

Syrian officials said the agree-
ment also included the immediate
surrender of heavy weapons.

An AFP photographer saw
troops taking over checkpoints
from Druze gunmen in Jaramana,
although no handover of weapons
was witnessed.

A German foreign ministry
statement said: “Syria must not
become the venue for regional
tensions to be played out”,

Israel has attacked hundreds
of military sites since long-time
president Bashar al-Assad was
deposed in December. It has also
sent troops into the demilitarised
buffer zone that used to separate
Israeli and Syrian forces on the
Golan Heights.

On Wednesday, Israel launched
strikes near Damascus and threat -
ened more if violence against the
Druze continued.
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This aerial photo shows the Presidential Palace in Damascus’ Mount
Qasyoun. Israel bombed an area near the palace early yesterday.

Qatar condemns Israeli attack, renews
support for Syria’s sovereignty, stability

Qatar has condemned, in the
strongest terms, the Israeli air
strike near the Presidential
Palace in Damascus, describing it
as a flagrant aggression against
the sovereignty of Syria and a
serious violation of international
law.

In a statement issued yesterday,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
renewed Qatar’s warning that
Israel’s repeated attacks on
Syria and Lebanon, along with
its ongoing brutal war on Gaza,
risk fuelling further violence and
chaos in the region, calling on
the international community to
pressure Israel to comply with
international legitimacy and
resolutions.

The ministry also renewed
Qatar’s support for Syria’s
sovereignty, independence,
territorial integrity, and the
aspirations of its people for
peace and stability.

The Saudi Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has strongly condemned
the Israeli air strike, reaffirming
its absolute rejection of Israeli
attacks that violate Syria’s
sovereignty, security, and stability.
In a statement issued yesterday,
the Saudi Foreign Ministry
emphasised the urgent need

to put an end to Israel’s blatant
violations of international law in
Syria and the region. It further
warned that the continuation

of these violations and Israel’s
extremist policies will exacerbate
the risks of violence, extremism,

and regional instability.

The Gulf Co-operation Council
(GCC) has condemned the

Israeli strike, describing it as a
serious violation that destabilises
regional security and stability.

In a statement yesterday, GCC
Secretary-General Jassim
Mohammed AlBudaiwi
emphasised that the Israeli attack
reflects the occupation’s ongoing
approach of fuelling conflicts
and heightening tensions in the
Middle East.

AlBudaiwi expressed the GCC’s
firm rejection and condemnation
of such Israeli violations, which
undermine Syria’s sovereignty,
stability, and the security of its
people.

He stressed the importance of
respecting Syria’s sovereignty,
independence, and territorial
integrity, rejecting any foreign
interventions in its internal
affairs, and affirming that Syria’s
security and stability remain a
fundamental pillar of regional
and international security.
Meanwhile, the Muslim World
League’s General Secretariat
denounced what it said was
Israel’s brutal approach in
violating all international laws
and norms and undermining
security and stability in Syria and
the region. It also reaffirmed the
League’s solidarity with Syria
and its people in the face of any
threats to their security, stability,
sovereignty, and territorial
integrity. (QNA)

Activists say drones hit aid boat bound for Gaza

AFP
Nicosia

The Israeli military did not provide
an immediate response when contacted

by AFP.

“At 00:23 Maltese time (2223 GMT

“suspected” that was the case.
“While we cannot confirm 100%, we

suspect it’s Israel,” Hay Sha Wiya said,

calling the country “the primary entity

threats to Canada’s economy
and sovereignty. Liberals fell just
short of the 172 seats needed for
majority control of parliament,
but with 168 confirmed wins
they will be in a strong position
to pass legislation. (AFP)

Thursday), the Conscience, a Freedom
Flotilla Coalition ship came under di-
rect attack in international waters,” the
group said in a statement.

“Armed drones attacked the front of
an unarmed civilian vessel twice, causing
afire and a substantial breach in the hull.

“Israeli ambassadors must be
summoned and answer to violations
of international law, including the
ongoing blockade and the bombing
of our civilian vessel in international
waters.” Asked whether the group
believed Israel was behind the at-
tack, a spokesperson told AFP they

interested in keeping us and any aid out
of Gaza”

Israel is known for conducting covert
operations beyond its borders, includ-
ing several during the Gaza war that it
only acknowledged later.

The activists said the strike appeared
to target the boat’s generator.

Following the distress call, the Malta
Vessel Traffic Services body dispatched
atugboat and offered support.

“The tug arrived on scene and began
firefighting operations. By 0128 hrs, the
fire was reported under control,” the
Maltese statement said.

group of activists organising an
Aaid boat for Gaza said it was at-

tacked yesterday by drones in in-
ternational waters off Malta as it headed
towards the Palestinian territory.

The Maltese government and Cypriot
rescuers said they had responded to a
distress call from the vessel, while Malta
said all crew members were safe and
made no mention of an alleged attack.

The activists said they suspected
Israel could be behind the attack, and
Cyprus’s rescue agency said it had been
informed by the island’s foreign minis-
try of an Israeli drone strike.

See Pages
45&6

Damage is seen on the Gaza Freedom Flotilla vessel
Conscience outside Maltese territorial waters in this
handout picture provided by the Freedom Flotilla Coalition.
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Shura Council participates in
Conference of AIPU in Algeria

QNA
Algiers

he Shura Council is par-

I ticipating in the 38th
Conference of the Arab
Inter-Parliamentary Union
(AIPU), held in Algiers, with a
delegation led by HE Speaker of
the Council, Hassan bin Abdul-
lah al-Ghanem. The two-day
conference is set to commence
today and will bring together
representatives from Arab par-
liaments to discuss key regional
and international developments.
Discussing the role of the

AIPU amid regional and inter-
national changes, the conference
will focus on exploring ways to
enhance Arab parliamentary co-
operation in addressing current
challenges and discuss political,
economic, and social issues of
common interest.

Participants will also review
the Union’s periodic reports and
evaluate mechanisms to enhance
joint Arab parliamentary efforts
and reinforce the AIPU’s contri-
bution to advancing Arab causes
on regional and international
platforms.

On the sidelines of the main
conference, the member of the

Shura Council and the AIPU Ex-
ecutive Committee, Dr Sultan
bin Hassan al-Dhabet al-Dosari
took part in the 38th meeting of
the Executive Committee, held
earlier yesterday in Algiers.

The Executive Commit-
tee meeting addressed several
agenda items, including the
Secretary-General’s report on
the activities of the General Sec-
retariat, proposed amendments
to the regulations governing the
Arab Parliamentary Excellence
Award, and a proposal con-
cerning the hosting of the AIPU
General Secretariat’s permanent
headquarters.

Shura Council attends meeting of
ive Councils in Algeria

Gulf Legislat

The Shura Council participated in the Co-ordination Meeting of the Gulf Legislative Councils, which
was held in Algiers, in preparation for the 38th Congress of the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union, which
will be held today and tomorrow, discussing the role of the Union in light of regional and international
changes. The Shura Council was represented at the meeting by the member of the Shura Council

and member of the Executive Committee of the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union Dr Sultan bin Hassan
al-Dhabet al-Dosari. The meeting discussed the co-ordination of Gulf positions on the topics on the

agenda of the conference. (QNA)

7.

auspices of the UN. (QNA)

Qatar special envoy meets UN officials

HE the Special Envoy of the Minister of Foreign Affairs ambassador Faisal bin Abdullah al-Hanzab met
with the visiting Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General in Afghanistan Georgette
Gagnon, and Director of Political Affairs at the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) Scott
Smith. The meeting discussed Qatar-UN relations, the latest developments in Afghanistan, and
preparations for the 4th International Meeting on Afghanistan, which will be held in Qatar under the

The Juvenile Police Department
at the Ministry of Interior
participated in the exhibition
held alongside the Akhlaquna
Awards 2025, which took
place as part of Multaga
(Education City Student
Center), organised by Qatar
Foundation for Education,
Science and Community
Development, earlier this
week. The Juvenile Police
Department’s booth attracted
considerable attention

from students, with various
educational and awareness
materials distributed to help
raise awareness among youth.
The department also took the
opportunity to share messages
encouraging students to
benefit from such events,

Juvenile Police Department participates in
exhibition accompanying Akhlaquna Awards

I
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which promote values and
support both their academic
and personal development. In
recognition of its efforts, the

AKHLAQUMNA DAY
20265

Juvenile Police Department was
honoured for its contributions
to awareness and educational
outreach. (QNA)

Qatar Foundation alumni: Driving
the future of Qatar in multiple roles

s Qatar Foundation (QF)
Amarks 30 years since its

founding, its alumni are
testament to its vision: creating
lifelong learners equipped to lead
Qatar into its next chapter of in-
novation.

Balkees Ahmed AlJaafari, an Ira-
qi graduate of QF partner universi-
ty Northwestern University in Qa-
tar, has spent the last three years
transforming English education at
Al Bayan Primary First School for
Girls through Teach For Qatar.

“I heard from friends who grad-
uated before me about how they
enjoyed being in a school, not just
teaching English, but giving back
what they learned at QF to the stu-
dents,” says Aljaafari.

What sets Aljaafari apart is how
she has incorporated her commu-
nications background into teach-
ing. Inspired by her university
courses, she launched a screen-
writing competition at her school.
“I wanted to experience teaching
differently. Whenever we had free
time, I would teach them about
screenwriting, how to imagine and
think outside the box,” AlJaafari
explained.

In the area of precision medi-
cine and health, Dr Abdulrahman
Ahmed al-Subaiey explains the
impact that QF has had on him.
After graduating from Carnegie
Mellon University in Qatar (CMU-
Q), another QF partner university,
with a degree in Biological Scienc-
es and later earning his PhD from
QF’s Hamad Bin Khalifa Univer-
sity (HBKU), he now leads ground-
breaking research at QF’s Sidra
Medicine.

“My education at CMU-Q
played a pivotal role in prepar-
ing me for both scientific research
and entrepreneurship,” says Dr
al-Subaiey. His research on au-
toimmune epilepsy exemplifies
how QF’s approach to education
and healthcare addresses specific
health challenges facing Qatar’s
population.

“What stands out most is the
culture of interdisciplinary collab-
oration and real-world impact that
QF fosters across its education and
research entities,” he explains.

Haitham al-Haidari, a 2015
graduate of QF partner university
Texas A&M University at Qatar
(Tamuq) with a degree in Mechan-
ical Engineering, embodies QF’s
impact in the Artificial Intelligence
(AI) sector. Following graduation,
al-Haidari transformed himself
from an engineer into a serial en-
trepreneur, launching numerous
tech companies.

His venture Modaris, started
with just US$200, grew into an
international company operating
in seven countries. “I’ve helped
over 200 QF graduates generate
income for themselves and over
8,000 students in Qatar. The im-
pact is huge, so I focus on things
with big impact,” says al-Haidari
says, who credits QF for giving him
confidence to pursue high-impact
initiatives.

“It comes from seeing QF as an
institution trying to do good things
- seeing the work that QF does,
makes you wonder ‘why not me as
well?’”

Engineer Abeer Buhelaiqa, a
petroleum engineering graduate

from Tamuq who later earned her
master’s in Women'’s Society and
Development from HBKU, found-
ed the Qatar Women Engineers As-
sociation (QWEA). The association
emerged directly from her master’s
thesis research, which identified
the critical need for platforms
that highlight women’s achieve-
ments in STEM fields. With direct
encouragement from QF leader-
ship, she transformed academic
research into real-world impact.

QWEA now has approximately
300 members and has become a
model across the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council countries. “Working
in the industry gave me insight
about women engineers in Qatar.
We have many women joining the
industry, yet there were none in
leadership positions. This moti-
vated me to investigate why,” she
says.

In the field of sustainability,
Nada Raafat Elkharashi exempli-
fies how QF nurtures creative ap-
proaches to environmental chal-
lenges. The graduate from QF
partner university Virginia Com-
monwealth University School of
the Arts in Qatar, earned degrees in
Interior Design and Interdiscipli-
nary Design Studies.

She created innovative solutions
like ‘Electric Skin} which reimag-
ines our relationship with energy,
‘66km) a sculptural piece address-
ing water scarcity, merging Qatar’s
climate with material research and
cultural narratives, and, most re-
cently, the Earthna Prize design
titled ‘Earthna Echo)} which trans-
forms sound wave patterns into a
sculptural representation of envi-

Dr Abdulrahman Ahmed al-
Subaiey

Nada Raafat Elkharashi

ronmental impact.

“Qatar Foundation is already
creating the space for unexpected
collaborations between design,
science, culture, and sustainabil-
ity,” says Elkharashi. “It supports
alumni in ways that feel purpose-
ful, not performative. It’s not just
about showcasing innovation but

Engineer Abeer Buhelaiga

Balkees Ahmed AlJaafari

about enabling it.”

What unites these diverse alum-
niishow their education in QF pre-
pared them not just for careers, but
for creating meaningful change. As
Dr al-Subaiey reflects, “QF’s most
significant contribution has been
its ability to empower and enable,

Haitham al-Haidari

giving me the tools and encour-
agement to pursue a path that is
uniquely my own.”

The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change’s
Department of Land Protection in co-operation with
the Environmental Unit of the Internal Security Force
(Lekhwiya) has carried out an extensive inspection
campaign covering all winter camping areas across the
country. The campaign coincided with the conclusion
of the 2024-2025 winter camping season. The
campaign aimed to notify winter camp owners of the
end of the season and urge them to begin dismantling
their camps in order to protect the environment and
ensure the cleanliness and safety of the camping sites.
The ministry has called on all campers to remove their
camps as soon as possible, noting that a specialised
team has been assigned to inspect and follow up on
the removal process. The ministry further stressed the
importance of leaving camping sites clean, collecting
waste, and disposing of it in designated areas only.

Broad inspection campaign on winter camping sites across the country
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Today M7 in Msheireb Downtown Doha will host the
launch of Intajat, a new cultural platform founded
by Sheikh Khalifa bin Abdulla al-Thani. A filmmaker,
curator, and multidisciplinary artist, Sheikh Khalifa
understands the challenges artists face today. Intajat
is his response: a platform that connects Qatari
artists with global audiences, supports creative
sustainability, and celebrates artistic expression
across all mediums.

Gulf Times sat down with him to learn more about
the vision behind Intajat, his personal artistic
journey, and what this means for the future of
Qatar’s creative economy.

When did your artistic journey begin, and
what drew you to the world of art?

My journey began with a deep passion for
storytelling — whether through film or installations.
Both art and cinema have always felt like home to
me; they’ve been spaces to question, reflect, and
connect. | studied Film and Media at the School of
Visual Arts in New York, earning a BFA, and returned
to Doha to work with the Doha Film Institute. From
there, | began working independently across film,
exhibitions, and visual art.

What milestones are you most proud of, and
what are you working on now?

I’'m proud of directing films that received
international recognition, and of curating exhibitions
in partnership with leading Qatari institutions. One
highlight was launching the Intaj series with the
Doha Film Institute and Qatar Museums, combining
cinema and cultural discourse in an immersive

way. My film Border also holds a deep personal

and public resonance. Most recently, | launched
Intajat — a platform dedicated to supporting creative
production in art, film, and culture.

What inspired you to create Intajat, and
what is your long-term vision for it?

The motivation came from the need to help artists
reach broader audiences while preserving their
creative integrity. Intajat is meant to be a sustainable
cultural platform — one that connects art, market,
and society through collaboration and cultural
exchange. We help artists sell their work, share

their practice, and reach visibility both locally and
internationally.

How have artists responded so far? Can you
share what to expect at the launch?

The response has been overwhelmingly positive. We
already have 25 artists onboard, and the platform
continues to grow. I’'m excited for the official launch
this Saturday, May 3rd, at M7, where artists and
guests will explore the platform and express interest
in joining. What matters most to me is the spirit of
unity — the sense that we're all building something
together as a creative community.

How do you think artists can balance
expression with the commercial side of
their work?

It starts with understanding that commercial success
doesn’t diminish artistic value — it can support

it. The key is maintaining creative integrity while
thoughtfully presenting your work. If the work is
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meaningful and honest, it will connect with people. various cultural initiatives, reinforcing the creative Intajat contributes by offering artists a platform
True artistic sustainability lies in navigating both the infrastructure behind the scenes. to share their work, reach new audiences, and
personal and the public, without sacrificing your core. Public venues such as Katara and Souq Waqif engage with the broader community. We focus
provide consistent exposure, while events like Qatar on curating meaningful collaborations and
What support systems exist for artists in Creates, Design Doha, DFI's Qumra, and the Ajyal supporting artists through visibility, storytelling,
Qatar today? Film Festival help artists engage in regional and and access to tools that help sustain their practice.
Qatar’s creative sector has seen remarkable growth, international dialogue, while also encouraging cross- The hope is to continue building a space that
thanks largely to the vision and leadership of HE disciplinary collaborations and long-term growth. uplifts creatives and participates — alongside
Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, Though challenges remain — particularly in securing others — in shaping a more connected and
Chairperson of Qatar Museums. Her continued funding for large-scale projects or increasing global resilient creative economy in Qatar.
commitment has shaped the cultural landscape and reach — there’s no doubt Qatar offers one of the . . .
empowered artists in transformative ways. most supportive environments for artists in the About Sheikh Khalifa al-Thani
Initiatives from Qatar Museums — like the Artist in region.
Residence Program at the Fire Station, DFI’s Qatari A Qatari filmmaker, curator, and multidisciplinary
Film Fund, and countless institutional collaborations How do you see the creative economy in artist whose work explores the layered complexities
— have provided crucial support for both emerging Qatar evolving? of Arab and Qatari identity. His films have received
and established creatives. There’s now greater The creative economy is growing rapidly. We're international recognition, including awards at the
access to art materials, more platforms to exhibit, seeing more artists make a sustainable living, more New York Festivals and the Tangier Film Festival. In
and expanded opportunities for cultural exchange. galleries and exhibitions, and more commissioned 2022, he started the Intaj series with the Doha Film
Beyond the public sector, the private sector has also public art across the country. Creative practice is Institute, merging cinema with cultural dialogue
played an important role. Independent galleries becoming part of how we shape both our cultural through immersive formats. In 2025, he launched
and spaces like AIHosh have opened new doors for identity and our economy. It’s a movement driven by Intajat, a private cultural platform and online store
artists to be seen, supported, and collected. And belief in the power of art. dedicated to supporting creatives through curated
while often less visible, the Ministry of Culture’s collaborations, increased visibility, and global
contribution continues to offer support across How does Intajat contribute to this evolution? cultural exchange.
J

Connected by one dream: The graduates
whose families have grown together at QF

to mothers returning as mentors

- members of Qatar Foundation
(QF)’s Class of 2025 share their stories
of how a unique ecosystem and mission
spans generations.

In Education City, the academic expe-
rience is not determined by the number
of courses or exams, but rather by last-
ing impact it has on its students. For
many QF graduates, the journey is not
a solitary one, but rather a shared fam-
ily experience. Siblings attend the same
classrooms, mothers-turned-alumni
now work alongside their children, and
family gatherings are filled with conver-
sations about QF - a shared experience
that unites multiple generations within
the same family and reflects the longevity
of QF, which this year is marking 30 years
since its establishment.

AljJohara Abdulla K al-Thani is among
the members of QF’s Class of 2025 who,
in graduation season, reflects on how
QF has brought her family together. She
began her educational journey at Qatar
Academy Doha - part of QF’s Pre-Uni-
versity Education - and is now prepar-
ing to graduate from QF partner univer-
sity Northwestern University in Qatar.
Her sister graduated from Qatar Acad-
emy Doha in 2023, and her two younger
brothers are currently enrolled there.
Their mother, too, is a graduate of a QF
partner university.

“Although my mother graduated
from Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity School of the Arts in Qatar (VCUarts
Qatar) in 2006, she often shared stories
with us as we got older,” she says. “When
she used to pick us up from school, we’d
drive past her university and she would
say ‘This is where I started university,
and that’s where I had my textile class or
art history class? That’s how the stories
would start.

“Back then, those small details didn’t
mean much to me as a child, but now, I
walk through the same hallways, every

From siblings sharing classrooms

Alya Majid Sultan al-Issa

corner has a story and a special impact.
My mother often says that VCUarts Qa-
tar opened real doors in fashion, and that
stayed with me. Now, as a student myself,
I see how much Education City offers.
What makes it special is that we’re two
generations learning in the same place”

“Having grown up within QF, I've ex-
perienced the full journey from childhood
to university within the same ecosystem.
The access to world-class universities
right here in Doha gave my entire family
- my mother, my sister, and now my sib-
lings - the opportunity to grow, explore,
and build our futures without needing to
leave home.

“As a graduate, I can confidently say QF
shaped me. I hope the next generation of
my family will experience the same jour-
ney in a place that is like a second home”

Al-Thani’s story is just one of many,
and is mirrored by that of Alya Majid
Sultan al-Issa, who this year graduates

Kareem Khazaal

from Carnegie Mellon University in Qa-
tar (CMU-Q), a QF partner university.
Her QF journey began when she was just
four years old, at Qatar Academy Doha.
Her sister graduated from Northwestern
Qatar; her two cousins and her sister-
in-law from fellow QF partner university
HEC Paris in Qatar; and her older brother
was among Qatar Academy’s first gradu-
ating class. Several of her cousins have
studied at VCUarts Qatar since the early
2000s, and today some of her family
members work there.

“QF is a common topic at our fam-
ily gatherings,” she says. “Even our daily
routines often revolve around QF, wheth-
er it’s having coffee in Education City or
attending QF events together.

“These precious moments truly reflect
how deeply embedded QF is in our lives.
It’s more than just a campus; it’s part of
our family’s identity”

During her years at CMU-Q, al-Issa

Asmaa Salah

explored both athletics and entrepre-
neurship; co-founded, with her sister,
her own jewellery store; and participated
in several marathons. “QF gave me the
skills and support to turn passion into re-
ality,” she says.

Kareem Khazaal, a law student who is
graduating in 2025 from QF’s Hamad Bin
Khalifa University (HBKU), believes that
QF has never been just an educational in-
stitution, but rather “an integrated com-
munity”

“My family and I feel a sense of be-
longing to this community deepen as we
reflect on how each of us has had a unique
educational experience within the QF
ecosystem, and how this diversity has
shaped our paths and made us who we are
today,” he says.

Khazaal’s mother worked for years
at Texas A&M University at Qatar, a QF
partner university, before moving to
HBKU; and three of his brothers also

graduated from QF partner universities.
Khazaal earned his degree from George-
town University in Qatar (GU-Q), a QF
partner university, and is currently pur-
suing graduate studies in law.

“We often talk at home about our ex-
periences at QF, the challenges, the lec-
tures, and the efforts of my mother work-
ing behind the scenes,” he says. “Our
conversations, memories, and future
aspirations remain linked to QF’s vision.”

Khazaal credits QF’s support and his
professors’ belief in him, expressing his
desire to give back by mentoring HBKU
law students in international competi-
tions. “What sets QF apart is the sense of
community - it creates a lasting cycle of
support and belonging,” he says.

Asmaa Salah, a fellow member of HB-
KU'’s Class of 2025, describes her family’s
experience at QF as enriching, with her
husband working and studying within
Education City at the same time as she
pursued her degree.

“We have formed a deep bond with this
place that goes beyond the classroom,’
she says. “Living in Education City has
given us a sense of belonging. Even the
small daily details, like riding the tram in
the morning and passing my husband on
the way, are simple moments that dem-
onstrate the harmony of our lives within
a supportive and cohesive environment.

“QF has been more than a place of
learning - it inspired us to align our goals
and stay true to our values. It deepened
our bond as a couple and gave us a shared
sense of purpose within a community we
truly belong to.”

Now Salah looks forward to continuing
her academic and personal growth with-
in the QF environment. “As a student, I
strive to make the most of my time at
HBKU, using my knowledge and experi-
ences to contribute meaningfully to my
field and to society,” she explains.

“QF has already given us so much. We
hope to give back even more, and to con-
tinue learning and growing together.”
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WCM-Q alumni share career
advice with future doctors

oundation and pre-medical
Fstudents at Weill Cornell

Medicine - Qatar (WCM-Q)
gained valuable insights from ex-
perienced medical professionals
about the diverse training and ca-
reer opportunities available to them
during this semester’s Medical Ca-
reer Seminar series.

The spring edition of the series,
which ran from January to March,
featured presentations from five
distinguished alumni of WCM-Q
and Weill Cornell Medical College
(WCM). The speakers discussed
how their passion for medicine
evolved over time, the challenges
they faced in their careers, and the
motivations behind their choice of
speciality. They also provided es-
sential guidance to students just
beginning their journeys in medi-
cine. Each presentation was fol-
lowed by a Q&A session, allowing
students to explore the career paths
of each speaker while considering
their own future plans.

The speakers included Dr Ib-
rahim al-Emadi (Class of 2016),
a urologist at Hamad Medical
Corporation (HMC), who has a
special interest in urological on-

Left toright - Dr Sulaiman Alshakhs, Dr Mohammed al-Abdulla, Dr Diala Steitieh, and Dr Ibrahim al-Emadi.

cology, renal transplantation,
management of male lower uri-
nary tract symptoms, and urinary
stone management.

He was joined by Dr Sulaiman
Alshakhs (Class of 2021), a sen-
ior resident in psychiatry at HMC
and a clinical associate in psychi-
atry at WCM.

Dr Alshakhs’ clinical and re-
search interests include personal-
ity disorders and advocacy for vul-
nerable populations with mental
health conditions.

Other speakers included Dr
Mohammed al-Abdulla (Class of
2020), a senior clinical associate
at WCM with a special interest

in inflammatory skin disorders
and advancements in medical
dermatology. He completed a
residency in dermatology and
venereology at HMC and is Eu-
ropean board-certified.

Dr Diala Steitieh (Class of 2017),
an assistant professor of medicine
at WCM and New York-Presbyteri-
an Hospital in New York, presented.

Dr Steitieh is also the director of
the Hypertrophic Cardiomyopa-
thy Program at WCM'’s Division of
Cardiology and a member of several
prestigious medical societies.

The alumni were joined by Dr
Steven H Sewall, an orthopaedist
with over 50 years of experience.

Dr Sewall graduated from WCM
in New York in 1965 and com-
pleted a surgical internship and
residency at Dartmouth-Hitch-
cock Medical Center, followed by
an orthopaedic residency at the
University of Cincinnati. He then
spent two years practising ortho-
paedics at the Oak Knoll Naval
Hospital in California. Since 1972,
Dr Sewall has been a member of a
private orthoapaedic group asso-
ciated with a community hospital
near Boston, Massachusetts.

Dr Marco Ameduri, associate
professor of physics/senior associ-
ate dean for Pre-Medical Education
and Education City Collaborative

Curricular Affairs, said: “The ex-
periences shared by the medical
experts were not just about career
achievements, but also about the
commitment needed to establish
a successful medical career. The
speakers also played an important
role in helping our students un-
derstand that a future in medicine
could take many different and ex-
citing directions.”

Dr Rachid Bendriss, associate
dean for foundation, student out-
reach and educational develop-
ment programmes, added: “The
seminars offer a valuable platform
for students to connect with prac-
tising medical professionals and
gain practical insights into the re-
alities of a medical career. The se-
ries is an invaluable opportunity to
inspire students and equip them
with vital information early in their
academic journeys.”

The Medical Career Seminar se-
ries is a weekly activity for students.
Each session features guest speak-
ers, including WCM-Q faculty,
alumni, and community partners,
who provide valuable insights into
the journey to a medical career and
the practice of medicine.

Loyola International School
(LIS) was abuzz with
excitement as over 650
students from across Oasis and
Al Nasr campuses participated
in Talent Hunt 2025. Students
competed in dance, singing,
speech, and elocution to magic
tricks, sketching, painting,
Holy Qur’an Surah recitation,
and much more. Principal
Bhavna V S encouraged

the students to follow their
dreams and appreciated the
Activity Department for their
meticulous planning in making
the programme a grand
success. She emphasised that
the event marked another step
towards a competence-based,
learner-centric approach
focused on the holistic
development of students.

Talent Hunt 2025 at LIS

MES trio for
International
Toyota Art contest

Sohan
Sandeep

Nada
Ashraf

Rinsha
Fathima

MES Indian School students
Sohan Sandeep (VI), Nada
Ashraf (V) in category Il

and Rinsha Fathima (X) in
category lll have qualified for
the International Toyota Art
Competition. The winners’
paintings will be selected for
the forthcoming worldwide
competition this year.

English Day celebrated at BPS

irla Public School (BPS),
B Doha, observed Eng-

lish Day on April 23 with
a morning assembly that paid
tribute to the timeless legacy
of English literature, coincid-
ing with the birth anniversary of
William Shakespeare.

Students presented word of
the day coined by Shakespeare
himself, showcasing his unpar-
alleled influence on modern vo-
cabulary.

A poignant thought from
Hamlet was translated into Ara-
bic, emphasising the universal
appeal and timelessness of the
Bard’s ideas.

A theatrical segment titled ‘The
Bard on Stage’ was staged bringing
to life Shakespeare’s iconic char-
acters — Julius Caesar and Hamlet
— through declamations.

One of the assembly’s most
imaginative moments came with
a cross-cultural exploration of
literary characters.

In a segment connecting glo-
bal literary traditions, Tom Saw-
yer from American literature and
Swami - Malgudi Days from In-
dian fiction were introduced on
stage alongside their creators,
Mark Twain and R K Narayan,
highlighting storytelling as a
bridge across cultures and gen-
erations.

Further enriching the day’s
celebration was a unique Indo-
Qatar Literature segment, which
explored the fusion of Indian and
Qatari literary traditions.

This thoughtful inclusion pro-
moted appreciation for local her-
itage and the shared values that
unite diverse narratives.

In his address, principal Dr
Anand R Nair underscored the
power of language in shaping
thought and character. He en-
couraged students to embrace
eloquence by using refined idi-
oms and expressive phrases in
everyday speech and writing.

IUS CAESA!
. Fam

:dy by am

ents le 2 Up Brutus, the
n leade lius but conflit
mes sacrifices
i believ

——

He also encouraged students to
befriend books.

Vice principal Radhika Rele and
headmasters and heads of various
departments were present. The
day’s programmes were organised
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under the guidance of the English
Department head Rajasry Viswa-
nathan and deputy head Ran-
chini Binu with co-ordination of
English facilitators Remya Vinod,
Shabeela, and Vidhya Cherukad.

Queen’s Qatar expands Secondary School

ueen’s Qatar is expanding its

Secondary School, with ad-

missions now open for Year
10 st tsinthe 2025-26 academ-
ic year, a statement said.

Queen’s Qatar follows the Eng-
lish National Curriculum, aug-
mented by the school’s distinctive
Fusion Curriculum in Key Stage
3 — a thematic and internation-
ally-minded approach that builds

Girl studying chemistry at school
laboratory.

Eloquence
2025 held

Division B, District 116, Qatar
hosted its Toastmasters Annual
Conference, ‘Eloquence 2025
themed - Beyond Brilliance’.
Seema Bhardwaj, Sridevi Laksh-
manan, Shweta Koshti, Sabeena
M K, Alar Mel Mangai, Sherwin
Olimpo, DTM, Ravishankar J,
Thayalan K, Manzoor Moideen,
Rishida Mohamed, Bhaskar Rao,

‘&’&:

Riana Pinto, and Atul Hardas led
the event.
The speech contests winners,

in the order of first, second
and third place, respectively,
were: International - Sebastian

critical thinking, creativity, and
collaboration alongside core aca-
demic skills.

Providing a broad and engaging
curriculum that includes English,
Mathematics, Science, Humani-
ties, Languages, and the Arts, the
introduction of Year 10, for ages
14-16 years, will see students be-
gin their IGCSE pathways, with A-
Level programmes planned as the

Y | py

Mascarenhas, Addalin Rajan,
Pratiksha; Evaluation - Muna
Moiz, Nufaisa M R, Carl Jambo;

school extends to a full Secondary
offering through to Year 13.

Principal Ann Djedid comment -
ed: “Queen’s Qatar is committed
to inspiring students to pursue ex-
cellence, cultivate their strengths,
and thrive as purposeful global
citizens. We look forward to wel-
coming Year 10 students in August
as we continue to deliver on this
commitment.”

Table topics - Pratiksha Diwakar,
Sebastian Mascarenhas, Addalin
Rajan; Humorous - Sheik Malik

David Thiesen, incoming Head
of Secondary, stated: “At Queen’s
Qatar, the Secondary School is de-
signed to nurture curiosity, am-
bition, and resilience. Students
benefit from a balance of academic
challenges, co-curricular enrich-
ment, and dedicated pastoral care,
enabling them to shape their own
story with confidence and purpose”

Queen’s Qatar serves students

Kader, Rashmi Raghavendra, Carl
Jambo.
The winners will proceed to com-

aged 3-18 (Foundation Stage 1 to
Year 13) within modern dedicated
facilities, including science labs, art
studios, libraries, a fully equipped
600 seat auditorium and technol-
ogy hubs. A state-of-the-art Sports
Centre opened in April.

Queen’s Qatar is a purpose-built,
COBIS-accredited British interna-
tional school in Doha, and part of
the Artemis Education family.

pete at the District Toastmasters
Annual Conference on May 23
and 24.



he Philippines embassy in Qatar
I celebrated its month-long festi-
val commemorating Filipino gas-
tronomy in April. Filipino food is a cel-
ebration of colours and flavours traced
from the rich tapestry of heritage, history,
and identity woven through generations
across the Philippines’ 7,641 islands.
Recognising the crucial role of food
culture in fostering new relationships and
strengthening bonds between individuals
and communities, the embassy enjoined
every Filipino in Qatar and around the
globe to unite in preserving and cham-
pioning the country’s culinary treasures
“because every bite of Filipino food is a
taste of our national identity.”
This year, the embassy tapped selected
restaurants to showcase the vibrant Fili-
pino cuisine and transport diners on an

epicurean journey to the Pearl of the Ori-
ent Seas: the Philippine archipelago.

ICC Wednesday Fiesta

§ INDIAN
CULTURAL
CENTRE

The embassy’s team, headed by ambas-
sador Mardomel Celo D Melicor, visited

Indian Cultural Centre
(ICC), under the aegis
of the embassy of India,
continues to host the
‘ICC Wednesday Fiesta’,
a weekly cultural event
celebrating Indian arts
and culture, featuring
performances by
various associated
organisations and arts
centres in Qatar. The
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Philippine embassy celebrates
‘Filipino Food M

Lifestyle Avenue Restaurant together with
media representatives, influencers, and
non-Filipino guests. Highlighted during
the visit were bulalo (alight coloured soup
made by cooking beef shanks and bone
marrow); pancit bihon (a traditional stir-
fried noodle dish in the Philippines); clas-
sic street food chicken barbecue; cajun
seafood; and turon (a fried snack made of
thinly sliced bananas wrapped in a spring
roll paper).

“Let’s encourage Filipino and non-Fil-
ipino friends to try out more Filipino res-
taurants in Qatar. Halika, kain tayo (Come,
let’s eat together)!” the embassy stated.
Follow facebook.com/PHinQatar, insta-
gram.com/phinqatar, and dohape.dfa.
gov.ph for updates on upcoming activities
and programmes.

3

Networking seminar

Speakers Bureau District 116 Toastmasters organised a

evening also marked the
soft launch of ICC’s new
logo. Tulu Koota Qatar
and Telangana Jagruthi
presidents, Sandesh
Anand and Sudha
Sriramoju, respectively,
were honoured on

the occasion for their
contributions to the
community.

networking seminar in collaboration with Ceylon Business
Builders (CBBQ). Nirlep Bhatt was the keynote speaker.

Sri Lankan ambassador to Qatar Roshan Sithara Khan Azard
gave a video message. Speakers Bureau chairman Jawed
Ahmed, Salman Hilmi, Mohammed Nifras M Saheen, Rilwan
Issadeen, Venkata Dileep Nalli, Dr Ashna Nusrat, and Sabeena
M K were among those graced the occasion.

Ceylon Business Builders president Mohammed Aashik Khan
welcomed the gathering and Mohamed Nifras M Saheen
proposed a vote of thanks.

Y

Red Day at MES KG

The KG section of MES Indian School celebrated the ‘Red Day’ with a mix of fun activities, learning
experiences, and interaction between students, parents, and staff. The tiny tots sung, danced, walked
the ramp as different characters, and recited poetry. ‘Red on My Plate’ activity saw students dressed
up as various red fruits and vegetables. Principal Dr Hameeda Kadar thanked the parents for their
active participation and support.

s a part of the Poshan Pa-
Akhwada 2025 celebrations,

MES Indian School organ-
ised a Nutri-Cooking Challenge
for grade XII students, under the
theme ‘Old Recipes, New Memo-
ries’

The event aimed to promote
healthy eating habits and high-
light the importance of nutrition
and well-being.

Titled ‘Cooking Beyond the
Classroom: A Hands-On Ap-
proach to Learning), saw partici-
pation from around 80 teams from
both the Boys’ and Girls’ sections.

Students prepared a variety of
traditional, nutritious, and deli-
cious dishes, proving that healthy
food can indeed be flavourful and
enjoyable.

Principal Dr Hameeda Kadar de-

scribed the event as an opportunity
for students to learn essential life
skills as it fosters greater awareness
of nutrition and promotes cul-
tural appreciation through tradi-
tional recipes. Mary Cynthia Cyril
and Ajith Kumar were teachers in
charge of the event coordinated
by lab assistant Raseena Najil in
collaboration with the teachers of
various sections.

Merit Day

atRPS

Rajagiri Public School

(RPS) hosted its annual
Merit Day ceremony to
acknowledge and celebrate
the outstanding academic
achievements of students
across all grades. The
highlight was the felicitation
of the top five performing
students from each grade
level. Shine Together
Foundation co-founder and
noted Toastmaster Shainy
Kabeer was the chief guest.
The students were honoured
by the school’s leadership
team.

Cleaning drive at
Al Wakra Beach

KEF Toastmasters Club organised a cleaning
drive at Al Wakra Beach to promote
environmental responsibility and community
engagement. Led by president Remi Raji

and supported by the executive committee
members Ajinas Arangatt, Hamna Azad,
Yahkoob K, Pradip Sadiye, Shabir Hameed,
Najla Azad, Bindu Pillai, Asya Naseem, the
initiative saw enthusiastic participation from
members, families, and well-wishers. Armed
with gloves and trash bags, the volunteers
combed the shoreline, collecting plastic waste,
debris, and other litter.
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CBSE Qatar Cluster

Athletic Meet opens

2025, jointly hosted by MES Indian

School and Mesis Abu Hamour Branch,
is witnessing participation from about 18 CB-
SE-affiliated schools for competitions in three
categories - U-14, U-17 and U-19.

Mes governing board’s director of sports
and games Badarudheen Gulam Mohiyud-
din was the chief guest and treasurer A T Us-
man distinguished guest. MES principal Dr
Hameeda Kadar and Mesis principal Pramila
Kannan spoke.

The event was organised by the physical
education department of MES Indian School.
The ceremony began with a prayer led by Mo-
hammed Umair.

Girls’ Section sports captain Nivedhya Su-
dhir welcomed the gathering. Athletic captain
Mohammad Anas led the oath taking. Head

bl
! y

The CBSE Qatar Cluster Athletic Meet

girl Hadiya Hashim introduced and compered
the event along with Nimisha Liz Abraham.
Mesis sports captain Mohammed Jasim pro- = S
posed a vote of thanks. ' - -

PISQ student to represent Qatar

Pakistan International School Qatar (PISQ) student Amna Kashif
(Grade 11) has been officially selected to represent Qatar in the ICC
T20 World Cup Asia Qualifier 2025. “This milestone would not have
been possible without the continuous support and expert coaching
provided by Hira Aziz, who has played a vital role in guiding Amna
throughout her journey. Her efforts in nurturing sportsmanship
and talent among students are commendable,” a school statement
said. Principal Ch Muhammad Afzal congratulated both Amna and
Hira Aziz. He expressed immense pride in Amna’s achievement and
assured her of the school’s full support as she prepares to represent
Qatar on the international stage.

DPS-MIS U-14 girls are
badminton champions

CBSE CLUSTER

BADMINTON

DPS-Modern Indian School (DPS-MIS) Under-14 Girls won the
championship in the CBSE Qatar Cluster Badminton Competition held

at DPS Monarch International School. The Girls’ Under-19 team won the
silver while the Boys’ Under-14 and Under-19 teams bagged bronze medals.
Principal Asna Nafees lauded all the participants.

irla Public School (BPS) has
Bbeen crowned overall cham-
pions with 22 points at the
CBSE Qatar Cluster Badminton

schools across the country.
Representing BPS, 24 students

— both boys and girls across vari-

ous age groups — competed in

and girls’ categories and bronze
medals in the Under-14 girls and
Under-17 boys’ categories. The
school management and senior

Birla Public School girls overall
champions in handball

Birla Publlc School (BPS) won the overall championship in Girls’ Category at CBSE Qatar Cluster Handball
Championship 2025 held at Galileo International School from April 26-28. BPS teams earned gold medals in
both the Under-14 and Under-19 girls’ categories. A total of 28 students represented the school.

Tournament, held at DPS Monarch
International School, with par-
ticipation from 16 CBSE-affiliated

MES handball champions

the tournament. BPS bagged gold
medals in the Under-14 boys, Un-
der-17 girls, and Under-19 boys’

leadership team congratulated the
students and their coaches Hari
Om Kashyap and Soumya Vijesh.

The boys’ handball team of MES Indian
School has won the overall championship
at the CBSE Qatar Cluster Handball Tour-
nament 2025 held at Galileo International

School from April 26-28. With 10 teams

in Under-19, 11 teams in Under-17, and
seven teams in Under-14, the MES Indian
School’s outstanding performance across

all age groups set them apart.

The boys’ teams of MES emerged
champions in the Under-19 and Under-17
categories and thus have advanced to the

nationals to be held later this year in India.
The boys’ Under-14 and the girls’ Under-14
and 17 teams secured bronze medals in
the tournament.

School principal Dr Hameeda Kadar con-
gratulated the players and coaches.
Kabia, Mariam and Mohamed Navas were
the teachers in charge.
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Iran says US sanctions ‘will not change’ policy after Trump warnings

AFP
Tehran

ued US sanctions on its trade

partners will not alter its poli-
cy, after President Donald Trump
threatened to penalise countries
or individuals dealing in Iranian
oil. “The continuation of these il-
legal behaviours will not change
Iran’s logical, legitimate and in-
ternational law-based positions,”
a foreign ministry statement said,
condemning what it called “pres-
sure on Iran’s trade and economic
partners”.

Iran said yesterday that contin-

It added that such sanctions
have created “deep suspicion and
mistrust about the seriousness of
America on the path of diploma-
cy” On Thursday, Trump vowed to
enforce sanctions and called for a
global boycott of “any amount” of
Iranian oil or petrochemicals.

“All purchases of Iranian Oil,
or Petrochemical products, must
stop, NOW!” Trump wrote on his
Truth Social platform.

“Any Country or person who
buys ANY AMOUNT of OIL or
PETROCHEMICALS from Iran
will be subject to, immediately,
Secondary Sanctions,” he added.

His remarks came after Iran

confirmed the postponement of
the next round of nuclear talks
with the United States, which had
been expected to be held on Sat-
urday, with mediator Oman citing
“logistical reasons”.

Oman said the date for a new
round “will be announced when
mutually agreed” Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araghchi, who headed
the Iranian delegation in the three
rounds of talks held so far, said Iran
was ready for a “just and balanced
deal”. “There is no change in our
determination to secure a negoti-
ated solution,” Araghchi said on X,
adding that any deal should guar-
antee “an end to sanctions.”

Gaza aid efforts
on ‘verge of
total collapse’,
says Red Cross

AFP
Geneva

he Red Cross warned yes-
Tterday that the humanitar-

ianresponse in Gaza was on
the “verge of total collapse” after
two months of Israel blocking aid
to the war-torn Palestinian terri-
tory.

“Without an immediate re-
sumption of aid deliveries, the In-
ternational Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) will not have access
to the food, medicines, and life-
saving supplies needed to sustain
many of its programmes in Gaza,”
it said in a statement.

Israel strictly controls all in-
flows of international aid vital
for the 2.4mn Palestinians in the
Gaza Strip. It halted aid deliveries
to Gaza on March 2, days before
the collapse of a ceasefire that had
significantly reduced hostilities
after 15 months of war.

Since the start of the blockade,
the United Nations has repeat-
edly warned of the humanitarian
catastrophe on the ground, with
famine again looming. “Civilians

in Gaza are facing an overwhelm-
ing daily struggle to survive the
dangers of hostilities, cope with
relentless displacement, and en-
dure the consequences of being
deprived of urgent humanitarian
assistance,” Pascal Hundt, ICRC
Deputy Director of Operations
said in Friday’s statement.

“This situation must not - and
cannot - be allowed to escalate
further”

ICRC stressed that under inter-
national humanitarian law, “Israel
has an obligation to use all means
available to ensure that the basic
needs of the civilian population
under its control are met” “If the
blockage continues, programmes
such as the ICRC common kitch-
ens - which often provide the only
meal people receive each day -
will only be able to operate for a
few more weeks,” it warned.

The UN’s World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) said a week ago
that it had sent out its “last re-
maining food stocks” to kitch-
ens. ICRC cautioned that the field
hospital it runs in Gaza was also
“running dangerously low on food
and medical supplies, with some

essential medicines and consum-
ables already exhausted”

“Disruption to water systems,
including the closure of water
pipelines and destruction of criti-
cal sewage trucks, has created an
unacceptably high risk of water-
borne diseases,” it said.

This dire situation was com-
pounded by repeated attacks im-
pacting the work of healthcare
facilities and personnel, ICRC
said. It highlighted the killing last
month of 15 humanitarians and
medical workers, including eight
from the Palestinian Red Crescent
Society, and vast damage to hos-
pitals in recent weeks, warning
this “has further crippled Gaza’s
collapsing health system”.

“International humanitarian
law is clear: medical personnel
and facilities must be respected
and protected in all circumstanc-
es” ICRC said. “Aid must be al-
lowed to enter Gaza. Hostages
must be released. Civilians must
be protected,” it said.

“Without immediate action,
Gaza will descend further into
chaos that humanitarian efforts
will not be able to mitigate.”

UAE had hottest April on record: met

AFP
Dubai

he United Arab Emirates

I endured its hottest April

on record with an average

daily high of 42.6C, the National

Center of Meteorology (NCM)

said. That topped the average

daily high of 42.2C recorded in

April 2017, said the centre, which

has been keeping comprehensive
figures since 2003.

The oil-rich Gulf state has been
gripped by a heatwave for several
days that has prompted authori-
ties to warn residents to drink
plenty of fluids and avoid work
outdoors during the hottest part
of the day.

NCM meteorologist Ahmed
Habib said the culprit was a mass
of very hot air that had blown in
from the desert. On April 27, tem-
peratures in the emirate of Fujai-
rah peaked at 46.6C, the second
highest ever recorded in April in

South African mother
found guilty of selling
young daughter

AFP
Saldanha

South African court found
A: woman guilty yester-
ay of trafficking her six-
year-old daughter who has been
missing for more than a year, in a
case that has outraged the nation.
The two-month trial heard state-
ments from various witnesses
that Racquel “Kelly” Smith had
revealed to them that she had sold
her daughter Joshlin in February
2024, including claims she was
paid 20,000 rand ($1,085).

Judge Nathan Erasmus said
the evidence of 35 state witness-
es led him to find that Smith, 35,
and her two co-accused — a
boyfriend and a mutual friend —
were guilty on the charges of hu-
man trafficking and kidnapping.

“I have already found that on
the evidence before me, Joshlin
was exchanged,” he said.

“The evidence is from all scores
there were payments, or at least
the promise of payments,” he
said, accusing Smith of regard-
ing her daughter, who was aged
six when she disappeared, as a
“commodity” The trial was held
in a community hall in the small
fishing town of Saldanha Bay,
about 135km north of Cape Town,
where the case sparked outrage.

Crowds had gathered outside
the hearings, chanting: “We
want Joshlin back” and Friday’s
verdict was met with a burst of
applause. Many locals had joined
the police in days of searches for
the girl around their impover-
ished area. “You are guilty of...
trafficking in persons in relation
to Joshlin Smith. On count two,
you are also convicted of kid-
napping,” Erasmus told the three
accused, none of whom took the
stand. He adjourned the court
for sentencing, which may run
up to life sentences.

the UAE. This year’s heatwave
stands in stark contrast to April
2024, when the UAE was swept by
its heaviest rains in 75 years. Four
people died and the commercial
hub of Dubai was paralysed for
several days.

Scientists of the World Weath-
er Attribution network said last
year’s rains were “very likely” ex-
acerbated by global warming. The
UAE is one of the world’s top oil
exporters, but has also invested
heavily in renewable energy.

SierraLeone faces
rise in mpox cases

Sierra Leone has seen a new
surge in mpox infections,
recording 1,140 cases and nine
deaths since the start of the year,
the health ministry said. The
west African country, which in
January declared a public health
emergency to combat mpox, last
week said the death toll stood at
six, with 763 cases.

The capital Freetown has the
highest number of detected
cases, according to the latest
figures sent to AFP late Thursday.
The country began vaccinating
children from the age of 12,
high-risk people and exposed
healthcare workers in early

April after receiving 61,300
doses from the World Health
Organization. “We are ramping
up the vaccination drive in
Freetown, border towns and rural
areas mainly for frontline health
workers and high-risk hotspots
to ensure the protection of our
people from the virus,” Desmond
Maada Kangbai, who leads the
health ministry’s vaccination
programme, told AFP.

So far, 2,500 people have been
vaccinated, he added. The
government has opened four
treatment centres in the capital
since February. —AFP

The talks mark the highest -level
contact on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme since Trump abandoned
a landmark accord between Te-
hran and major powers in 2018.
The US president had written to
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei in March urging ne-
gotiations but warning of potential
military action if they failed.

Since returning to office in Janu-
ary, Trump has revived his “maxi-
mum pressure” policy of sanctions
against Iran, with the latest an-
nounced on Wednesday and tar-
geting seven companies accused of
transporting Iranian-origin petro-
leum products.

Tensions over Iran’s nuclear
programme soared after Wash-
ington withdrew from the 2015
deal with major powers which
offered Tehran sanctions relief in
return for restrictions on its nu-
clear activities. Iran adhered to
the agreement for another year
before beginning to roll back its
compliance.

Western governments have since
accused Tehran of seeking a nucle-
ar weapons capability, an ambition
it has consistently denied, insist-
ing that its nuclear programme is
for peaceful purposes only.

On Monday, French Foreign
Minister Jean-Noel Barrot said

Iran was “on the verge of acquiring
nuclear weapons”.

He also warned that UN sanc-
tions against Tehran — lifted under
the 2015 nuclear deal — could be
reimposed if Iran’s nuclear activi-
ties were seen to threaten Euro-
pean security.

Iranian foreign ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Baqaei said the
French foreign minister’s remarks
were “simply absurd”

“This false statement, coupled
with the minister’s open threats to
reimpose sanctions, reinforces the
suspicion that France’s nagging
posture risks evolving into a spoil-
ing role”

Backin time

People visit Oman Through Time

Museum, in Nizwa, Oman.

Senegal revokes immunity for two
MPs over alleged Covid funds graft

AFP
Dakar

enegal’s National Assem-
S bly yesterday lifted parlia-

mentary immunity for two
opposition MPs over alleged em-
bezzlement linked to Covid funds
while they were ministers under
the former government.

Moustapha Diop was the min-
ister of industrial development
while Salimata Diop was the
women’s affairs minister un-
der former president Macky Sall
when the fund to fight the spread
of Covid-19 was established in
2020 and 2021. They have both
rejected the accusations against
them.

The pair are among at least six
ministers from the former gov-
ernment whose cases have been
referred to the National Assembly
by the courts, for alleged misap-
propriation of funds linked to
Covid. Several investigations are
currently under way in Senegal
against former government offi-
cials.

The fund, amounting to one
trillion CFA francs ($1.7bn) is-
sued by the Senegalese state and
donors, was supposed to reinforce
the healthcare system, support
households and the private sector
and protect jobs in the west Afri-
can nation.

But a December 2022 report by

Therevoking

of the two MPs’
immunity was
adopted yesterday
inavote backed by
a majority of the
165 members of the
National Assembly,
whichis controlled
by the ruling party

the Court of Auditors revealed a
multitude of irregularities, such
as 2.7 billion CFA francs in over-
invoicing of rice purchased for
disadvantaged households and
some 42 million CFA francs for gel
sanitiser.

The revoking of the two MPs’
immunity was adopted Friday in
a vote backed by a majority of the
165 members of the National As-
sembly, which is controlled by the
ruling party.

Moustapha Diop was accused of
spending 2.5 billion CFA francs in
cash to buy face masks, “a viola-
tion” of accounting rules, accord-
ing to authorities. “My depart-
ment managed the 2.5 billion CFA
francs within the rules.

The suppliers said they had
been paid in full and delivered all
the masks.

They said they had given us

nothing to bribe us,” he told his
fellow MPs, defending himself.
His parliamentary immunity had
been lifted at the end of March
in a separate case for “laundering
and misappropriation” of public
funds.

An accountant from a public
institution, currently in prison for
“alleged embezzlement”, claimed
to have given him 300 million CFA
francs to finance his campaign in
the November 2024 legislative
elections.

Salimata Diop also defended
herself against what she called as
“misleading accusations’, in hav-
ing to justify expenses of more
than 57 million CFA francs. “I
have never taken a single franc
from the State of Senegal,” she
told journalists yesterday.

Once their immunity has been
lifted, the Assembly must vote to
bring them before the High Court
of Justice (HC]J), a special court
empowered to try presidents and
members of the government for
offences and crimes committed in
the exercise of their functions.

They must first go before a High
Court investigating committee,
which will decide whether to refer
them to the special court for trial.

President Bassirou Diomaye
Faye, elected in March 2024, and
Prime Minister Ousmane Sonko
have vowed to break with the old
system of governance and fight
corruption.
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S Korea’s former PM launches presidential bid

AFP
Seoul

outh Korea’s former prime

minister Han Duck-soo an-

nounced his bid for the presi-
dency yesterday, joining the race in
a snap election triggered by the im-
peachment of the ex-president.

The June 3 vote will decide who
replaces impeached former presi-
dent Yoon Suk-yeol, who was re-
moved from office over his ill-fated
declaration of martial law in Decem-
ber that sank South Korea into pro-
longed political turmoil.

Political instability in the coun-
try intensified on Thursday after
a retrial was ordered for a presi-

Australia PM
says battle
ahead to

win election

AFP
Sydney

ustralian Prime Minister
AAnthony Albanese says he

has a “mountain to climb”
in elections today, despite lead-
ing the opinion polls, in a contest
swayed by living costs and Trump
tariffs.

Surveys give Albanese’s left-
leaning Labor Party a narrow lead
over the conservative opposition
on a two-party preferred basis.

If they are right, Albanese, 62,
could lead his party to a majority in
the 150-seat parliament.

“On polls there’s a lot of unde-
cided voters. We have a mountain
to climb,” Albanese said yesterday.

“My job is to maximise Labor’s
vote in the next 48 hours. That’s
what I'm intending to do.”

Albanese has promised to em-
brace renewable energy, tackle a
worsening housing crisis and pour
money into a creaking healthcare
system.

He warned of “cuts and chaos”
under a right-leaning coalition led
by former police officer Peter Dut-
ton, 54, who wants to slash immi-
gration, crack down on crime and
ditch a longstanding ban on nu-
clear power.

Dutton, leader of the Liberal
Party, has predicted “a lot of sur-
prises, seat by seat” tonight.

“I haven’t met an Australian
on this campaign who said that
they’re better off today than they

Japandating appuses
govtdatato verify
unmarried status

A popular Japanese dating

app has introduced a feature
allowing it to verify users’ marital
status through government
records, in a bid to prevent
married cheaters pretending to
be single.

Tapple, which counts more than
20mn users in the country facing
a demographic crisis, introduced
the feature on Wednesday.

It said over half of users - 69%

of women and 54% of men - had
expressed concern over the
honesty of other members about
their marital status.

Its survey also showed that

97% of women and 83% of men
would like to be able to know

for sure whether their potential
partner is already married.

So the tool is designed “to
promote even safer and more
secure dating and marriage
hunting”, the company said in a
statement.

Users must give permission

to the dating app to access an
online government portal.

were three years ago,” he said.

A result could come as soon as
tonight, unless the vote is very
tight.

A total 18.1mn voters have en-
rolled for the election. More than
a third of them have cast an early
ballot, the election authority says.

Voting is compulsory, enforced
with fines of A$20 (US$13), leading
to turnouts that top 90%.

Sizzling snags (sausages) cooked
by local fundraisers also entice
voters at more than 1,000 polling
sites, searchable at democracy-
sausage.org

High prices are the top voter
concern, polls show.

Albanese is promising modest
tax cuts, cheaper healthcare and
new homes for first-time buyers.

Dutton says he would slash fuel
tax, curb gas prices and invest in
infrastructure for half a million
homes.

Both sides have had to grapple
with US politics too.

The six-week election campaign
had barely started when US Presi-
dent Donald Trump unveiled his
trade tariffs, with a 10% levy on
Australia.

Some polls showed Dutton leak-
ing support because of Trump,
who he praised earlier this year as
a “big thinker” with “gravitas” on
the global stage.

As Australians soured on the
US president, both Dutton and
Albanese took on a tougher tone,
promising to stand up for Austral-
ia’s interests.

dential frontrunner over alleged
election law violations, and as two
key government figures - includ-
ing Han - resigned. Han had hinted
at a possible presidential bid when
he resigned as acting president and
prime minister on Thursday, sug-
gesting that he was willing to “take
on a greater responsibility”

“For the future of the Republic of

Korea, a country I deeply love, and
for all of us, I have decided to do
what I can,” Han said yesterday.

“I will do my utmost to be chosen
by our people in this presidential
election” The former prime minis-
ter took over as the country’s acting
president after Yoon was impeached
by parliament in December.

The 75-year-old career bureau-

crat is expected to team up with
Yoon’s People Power Party to launch
a unified conservative campaign
against liberal frontrunner Lee Jae-
myung. Across both liberal and con-
servative governments, Han has held
a range of senior roles, including fi-
nance minister, trade minister and
the country’s ambassador to the US.

Notably, Han has twice served

Austral lches ‘wor’s largest’ battery-power ship

as prime minister, first under late
former president Roh Moo-hyun
and more recently under Yoon.

“I have dedicated my life to serv-
ing on the front lines of economic
development as a proud public serv-
ant of the Republic of Korea,” Han
said, pledging that he will tackle
the ongoing crisis in trade involving
Washington's tariffs.

An Australian boatbuilder launched what it described as the world’s largest electric-powered ship yesterday, a 426-feet behemoth capable

of carrying 2,100 passengers. Identified by boatbuilder Incat as Hull 096, the aluminium catamaran is powered by more than 250 tonnes of
batteries and was built for South American ferry operator Buquebus. It was designed to carry passengers and up to 225 vehicles across the
River Plate between Buenos Aires and Uruguay. “Hull 096 proves that large-scale, low-emission transport solutions are not only possible, they
are ready now,” Incat CEO Stephen Casey said in a statement after the launch on Hobart’s Derwent River in the island state of Tasmania.

200 slain in Myanmar military
attacks since quake, says UN

AFP
Geneva

Turk said in a statement. A multi-sided con-
flict has engulfed Myanmar since 2021, when
Min Aung Hlaing’s military wrested power

continuing deadly attacks by Myan-
mar’s military despite a ceasefire de-
clared following a devastating earthquake that

The United Nations yesterday decried

killed nearly 3,800 people.

“The unremitting violence inflicted on ci-
vilians, despite a ceasefire nominally declared
in the wake of the devastating earthquake on
March 28, underscores the need for the parties
to commit to, and implement, a genuine and
permanent nationwide halt to hostilities and
return to civilian rule,” UN rights chief Volker

from the civilian government of Aung San Suu

Kyi.

livered.

Driver’s hody recovered from sinkhole

J

e

Japanese rescuers yesterday recovered the body of a truck driver who was swallowed by a huge

sinkhole near Tokyo three months ago, an official said. A road in the city of Yashio caved in during
morning rush hour in late January while the 74-year-old man was driving his lorry on it. The sinkhole,
which was caused by corroded sewerage pipes, was reportedly 52 feet deep in February. The search
operation was hindered by unstable ground, which raised the risk of the chasm collapsing further
and prevented rescuers from approaching the area where the driver was believed to be buried. “We
discovered a man inside the truck cabin and confirmed his death, then passed the incident to police,”
a spokesman for the local fire department said.

Following the 7.7-magnitude quake, the
junta joined opponents in calling a temporary
halt to hostilities on April 2 for relief to be de-

But Turk said that since the quake and up to
April 29, “the military hasreportedly launched
at least 243 attacks, including 171 air strikes,
with over 200 civilians reportedly killed”.

“The vast majority of attacks,” he added,
had happened after the ceasefire took effect.

While the military renewed once its “largely

unobserved ceasefire’, the truce had been al-
lowed to expire on April 30, Turk said.

“It is imperative that the military immedi-
ately stop all attacks on civilians and civilian

objects,” he insisted.

The UN rights chief decried how “the re-
lentless attacks affect a population already
heavily beleaguered and exhausted by years

of conflict”, compounded by the impact of the

quake.

Nearly 20mn people in the country already
rely on humanitarian assistance, he said,
stressing that people in Myanmar “need food,
water and shelter”

“They need, and must have, peace and pro-
tection,” he said.

Thailand records first
anthrax death in decades

AFP
Bangkok

hailand’s health ministry
Tyesterday urged calm after

the kingdom reported its
first anthrax death in more than
three decades, with a second in-
fection already confirmed.

Anthrax - which spreads
through bacteria in soil - com-
monly infects grazing livestock
and wild animals but can kill hu-
mans with symptoms including
skin lesions, blisters and swollen
lymph nodes.

Health officials warned Thais
against eating raw meat, a staple
in the country’s northeast, fol-
lowing the death of a 53-year-old
man who reportedly handled a
dead cow in Mukdahan province
near the border with Laos.

A second 53-year-old man,
also with a history of contact

with cattle, has tested positive
and been hospitalised in the same
region.

Meanwhile 638 people in “risk
groups’; including a butcher and
those who consumed raw beef,
are being monitored and given
antibiotics.

Weerawat  Manosuthi, a
spokesman for the health min-
istry’s disease control depart-
ment, said the victim who died
on Wednesday had underlying
health issues.

“The man touched the cow
without proper protection,” he
told reporters in Bangkok. “Two
days later, he developed symp-
toms and sought medical care.”

It was Thailand’s first anthrax
fatality since 1994, when three
people died, and comes as infec-
tions rise in the region.

In neighbouring Laos 129 peo-
ple were infected last year, with a
single fatality.

China ‘evaluating’ US offer for talks on tariffs

Reuters
Beijing

eijing is “evaluating” an of-
Bfer from Washington to hold
talks over US President Don-
ald Trump’s 145% tariffs, China’s
commerce ministry said yesterday,
although it warned the US not to
engage in “extortion and coercion”
Washington and Beijing have
been locked in a cat-and-mouse
game over tariffs, with both sides
unwilling to be seen to back down
in a trade war that has roiled glo-
bal markets and upended supply
chains.
The commerce ministry said

the US has approached China to
seek talks over Trump’s tariffs and
Beijing’s door was open for discus-
sions, signalling a potential de-es-
calation in the trade war.

The statement comes a day af-
ter a social media account linked to
Chinese state media said Washing-
ton had been seeking to start talks,
and a week after Trump claimed
discussions were already underway,
which Beijing denied.

“The US has recently taken
the initiative on many occasions
to convey information to China
through relevant parties, saying
it hopes to talk with China,” the
statement said, adding that Beijing
was “evaluating this” “Attempting

to use talks as a pretext to engage in
coercion and extortion would not
work,” it said.

The US should be prepared to
take action in “correcting errone-
ous practices” and cancel unilateral
tariffs, the commerce ministry said,
adding that Washington needed to
show “sincerity” in negotiations.

The punishing US tariffs on
many Chinese products saw Beijing
respond in April with levies on im-
ports of US goods of 125%, as Bei-
jing labelled Trump’s tariff strategy
“ajoke”

The tit-for-tat increases stand
to make goods trade between the
world’s two largest economies im-
possible, analysts say, with import

duties beyond about 35% poten-
tially wiping out Chinese exporters’
profit margins and making Ameri-
can products in China similarly
exorbitant. China has repeatedly
denied it is seeking to negotiate a
way out of the tariffs with the US,
appearing instead to be betting that
Washington makes the first move.

Trump’s decision to single out
Beijing for hefty import duties
comes at a particularly difficult
time for China, which is strug-
gling with deflation due to sluggish
economic growth and a prolonged
property crisis.

Beijing has expressed its anger at
the tariffs, which it says are tanta-
mount to bullying and cannot stop

the rise of the world’s second-larg-
est economy. Alongside leveraging
its propaganda machine to hit back
at the duties, China has quietly cre-
ated a list of US-made products
it will exempt from its retaliatory
125% tariffs - including select phar-
maceuticals, microchips and jet
engines - Reuters has reported. As
tensions between both sides fester,
the Trump administration yester-
day ended US duty-free access for
low-value shipments from China
and Hong Kong, known as “de min-
imis” exemptions.

On the US side, officials, in-
cluding Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent and White House eco-
nomic adviser Kevin Hassett, have

expressed hope for progress in eas-
ing trade tensions.

“I am confident that the Chinese
will want to reach a deal. And as I
said, this is going to be a multi-step
process. First, we need to de-esca-
late, and then... we will start focus-
ing on a larger trade deal,”

Bessent said in an interview with
Fox Business Network this week.

Trump said on Wednesday he
believed there was a “very good
chance” his administration could
do a deal with China, hours after
Chinese President Xi Jinping called
on officials to take action to adjust
to changes in the international en-
vironment, without explicitly men-
tioning the US.
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India response to Kashmir attack should avoid regional war: Vance

Reuters
Washington

S Vice-President ] D Vance

l | said Washington hoped Pa-
kistan would co-operate with

India to hunt down Pakistan-based

militants, and that India’s response
to the recent militant attack in India-

administered Kashmir does not lead
to abroader regional conflict.

“Our hope here is that India re-
sponds to this terrorist attack in a
way that doesn’t lead to a broader
regional conflict,” Vance said in an
interview on Fox News’ Special Re-
port with Bret Baier show.

“And we hope, frankly, that Pa-
kistan, to the extent that they’re re-

Hard-right wins
local UK polls in
blow to Labour

AFP
Runcorn, United Kingdom

ard-right upstarts Reform
HUK snatched a parliamen-

tary seat from Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer’s Labour party yes-
terday in local elections that dealt a
blow to Britain’s two establishment
parties.

Reform, led by anti-immigrant
firebrand Nigel Farage, won the by-
election in Runcorn and Helsby in
northwest England by just six votes,
as it picked up gains in other locali-
ties, including its first mayoralty.

“This is heartland Labour Party.
Their vote has collapsed, and much
of it’s come to us,” said Farage of
Starmer’s first electoral loss since he
took office last July.

“And that does away with the sort
of media narrative that somehow it’s
just us versus the Conservatives. It's
not. This is a whole different poli-
tics,” added the Brexit champion.

The group’s strong showing -
overturning a huge Labour majority
in one of the party’s safest parlia-
mentary seats - continues momen-
tum seen at last year’s general elec-
tion and appears to confirm a trend
that the UK is entering an era of
multi-party politics.

Retiree Christopher Davies, who
voted Reform because he felt “dis-
gruntled” with Labour, said the re-
sult was a “wake up call for both”
the country’s main parties.

“I don’t agree with all the things
that Reform are on about, but... it
was just out of total disillusionment
with the system,” the 67-year-old
said.

The polls were the first since

Starmer became prime minister and
Kemi Badenoch took over the reins
of the struggling opposition Con-
servatives last year.

The premier called the result
“disappointing’, pledging to go
“further and faster” in delivering
change.

Reform also picked up dozens
of council seats from both Labour
and the Conservatives as Britain’s
long-established political landscape
showed signs of fragmenting.

In the fight for six mayoralties,
Reform won Greater Lincolnshire
with Labour holding three. Labour,
however, only narrowly held the
North Tyneside mayoralty after a
26% swing to Reform.

New Greater Lincolnshire mayor
Andrea Jenkyns said the “fightback
to save the heart and soul of our
great country has now begun”.

“Now that Reform is in a place of
power, we can help start rebuilding
Britain. Inch by inch,” she said.

Reform’s by-election victory
takes its number of parliamen-
tary seats to five, an unprecedented
number for a British hard-right par-
ty in the 650-seat chamber.

Just 1,641 seats across 23 local
authorities were up for grabs - only
afraction of England’s 17,000 coun-
cillors - but early results suggested
Reform was transferring leads in
national polls into tangible results at
the ballot box.

“The first results show the Labour
government is quite unpopular,’
analyst Anand Menon said. “The
second point is the Conservatives
clearly are not being seen as a cred-
ible government in waiting by the
electorate. So it’s bad news for both
the big parties””

sponsible, co-operates with India to
make sure that the terrorists some-
times operating in their territory are
hunted down and dealt with,” Vance
added. Top US leaders, including
President Donald Trump, have con-
demned the attack in Kashmir.

India is an important US part-
ner as Washington aims to counter
China’s rising influence. Pakistan

remains Washington’s ally even as
its importance diminished after the
2021 US withdrawal from neigh-
bouring Afghanistan.

In recent days, Washington urged
India and Pakistan to work with each
other to de-escalate tensions and
arrive at a “responsible solution?”

India has blamed Pakistan for
the attack. Islamabad denies re-

sponsibility and is calling for a
neutral probe.

The US State Department has said
it was in touch with the two coun-
tries at multiple levels and Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio held calls
on Wednesday with Indian Foreign
Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
and Pakistani Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif. Indian Prime Minister

Narendra Modi vowed to punish
those responsible and Jaishankar
has told Rubio that the perpetrators
should be brought to justice. Paki-
stan says military action by India
was imminent.

After the attack, India suspended
a treaty regulating water-sharing,
and both countries closed airspace
to each other’s airlines.

Starmer visits defence equipment supplier

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer speaks to members of staff during a visit to Leonardo, one of the biggest suppliers of defence and
security equipment to the UK ministry of defence, in Luton, north of London, yesterday.

UK-India investment treaty
‘lets companies sue govt’

Reuters
London

n investment treaty between Britain
Aand India will contain a provision that

allows companies to sue either govern-
ment if they believe policy changes unfairly
harm their investment or profits, two sources
familiar with discussions said.

The Investor-State Dispute Settlement
(ISDS) mechanism is aimed at protecting
companies against possible unfair treatment
under local laws, and will be included in an in-
vestment treaty that is expected to be struck
alongside a free trade agreement shortly.

The mechanism has been criticised in re-
cent years, including by Britain’s previous
Conservative government, for blocking efforts
to fight climate change because fossil fuel pro-
ducers can use it to protect their assets.

Britain has not included ISDS in any of the
bilateral free trade deals it has struck since it
left the European Union, though it is a feature
of the Comprehensive and Progressive Agree-
ment for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)
it has signed up to. India has also moved to
limit ISDS in its treaties.

One of the sources said London had pushed
for its inclusion in a deal with India as Brit-
ish businesses wanted reassurance that they
would be treated fairly under the Indian legal
system.

The Indian government declined to give an
immediate response to a question about the
current talks.

A spokesperson for Britain’s trade ministry
declined to comment on the matter but said
any deal needed guarantees for businesses
that they would be treated fairly.

The two sources said government officials
on Tuesday told a meeting of businesses in-

capital territory’s chief minister said.

Department (IMD).

district administration to provide all

inaposton X.

places.

the global water cycle.

The city experienced wind speeds ranging
between 70-100kph, along with lightning
and its heaviest May downpour since 2021,
according to the India Meteorological

“Instructions have been given to the

necessary assistance (to the affected family)
immediately,” Chief Minister Rekha Gupta said

Flight operations at the city’s airport were
also disrupted due to low visibility and
waterlogging, while metro services were
delayed and traffic snarls reported in several

A study commissioned by charity WaterAid last
month pointed to a trend of weather in some
of the world’s most densely populated cities
swinging from droughts to floods and back
again, as rising temperatures wreak havoc on

Unseasonable heavy rain also swept across
eastern and central India and parts of Nepal
last month, killing more than 100 people.

Four members of a family were killed during a 2
thunderstorm in New Delhi yesterday after a

tree collapsed on top of the room in which they
were sleeping, and one person was injured, the

yesterday.

terested in the deal that ISDS was included.

Britain has never lost an ISDS claim by a
company but according to UN data, of 30
ISDS cases brought against India since 2003,
eight were brought by UK-based companies
under a previous agreement.

“We are determined to improve access for
UK businesses, ensure their fair treatment,
cut tariffs, and make trade cheaper and easier,’
the UK trade ministry spokesperson said.

Britain’s left-of-centre Labour Party won
power last year, and has been keen to stress
that it is now the party of business as it re-
starts various trade negotiations.

Britain and India have been locked in trade
talks, on and off, since January 2022, and are
expected to strike a full trade deal soon.

India’s Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal
was in London earlier this week for late-stage
talks, and returned yesterday for further dis-
cussions.

Four dead as heavy rains batter Delhi

A man wades through a waterlogged street in a wholesale market after rain, in New Delhi, India,

S

UK comedian appears in
court on assault charges

AFP
London

ritish comedian and actor
BRussell Brand appeared in

a London court yesterday
to face five charges of rape and
other sexual offences.

Brand, 49, who became known
internationally as the husband of
pop star Katy Perry after forging
a career in Britain with his risque
comedy routines, was charged
last month.

Arriving for the first court
hearing in the case, Brand made
his way slowly through a crush
of media and onlookers gathered
outside the court.

The celebrity, dressed casually
in a dark coloured open-necked
shirt and jeans, spoke only to
confirm his details before being
granted bail and ordered to ap-
pear in court again on May 30.

In a video response on X after
he was charged, Brand denied all
the alleged offences and said he
was “grateful” for the “opportu-
nity” to defend himself.

The charges relate to offences
alleged to have taken place be-
tween 1999 and 2005 involving
four women.

Prosecutors charged him after
apolice investigation into allega-
tions following a broadcast of a
Channel 4 documentary in Sep-
tember 2023.

London’s Metropolitan Po-
lice have said the investigation
remains open and urged “any-
one who has been affected by
this case, or anyone who has
any information” to contact of-
ficers.

The court confirmed that he
lives part of the time in the US,
but Brand also gave an address in
the southern English county of
Buckinghamshire.

UK court rejects Prince Harry’s security appeal

AFP
London

rince Harry yesterday lost his
Pappeal to restore his full UK

police protection when visit-
ing Britain - a blow to the estranged
royal, who had said that the safety
of his family was at risk.

King Charles III’s youngest son,
also known as the duke of Sussex,
has been embroiled in the years-
long legal saga since the UK gov-
ernment downgraded his security
when he stepped down from royal
life and left to live abroad with his
wife, Meghan.

Harry was not present for the

judgement at London’s Court of
Appeal in which judge Geoffrey
Vos dismissed the appeal, saying
the duke’s “sense of grievance” had
failed to translate into a legal argu-
ment.

“From the duke of Sussex’s point
of view, something may indeed have
gone wrong, in that an unintended
consequence of his decision to step
back from royal duties and spend
the majority of his time abroad had
been that he has been provided with
amore bespoke, and generally less-
er, level of protection than when he
was in the UK’ Vos said.

This, however, did not “of itself
give rise to a legal complaint’} he
added.

Since moving to California in
2020, Harry and Meghan have had a
second child, Lilibet, a sister to Ar-
chie born in 2019, and rarely engage
with the British royals.

But the prince says security con-
cerns have hampered his ability to
visit the UK and bring his family
with him.

The government committee
which handles protection for royals
and public figures in 2020 decided
he would not receive the “same de-
gree” as before of publicly funded
protection when in Britain.

After initially losing a case in the
High Court challenging the deci-
sion last year, he was allowed to
launch an appeal against the inte-

rior ministry.

His lawyers argued Harry was
“singled out” for “unjustified and
inferior treatment” and that the
committee did not fully assess the
security threats when downgrading
his protection.

Harry, whose older brother is
heir-to-the-throne Prince Wil-
liam, has long been haunted by the
1997 death of his mother Princess
Diana in a high-speed car crash as
she tried to escape paparazzi pho-
tographers.

The prince has blamed the press
for the tragedy and cited intense
media scrutiny as one of the rea-
sons he and Meghan took a step
back five years ago.

In the two-day appeal hearing
last month, Harry’s lawyers said the
Sussexes had been threatened by Al
Qaeda and was involved in a “dan-
gerous car pursuit with paparazzi”
in New York City, as an example of
the security dangers he faces.

“There is a person sitting be-
hind me whose safety, whose secu-
rity and whose life is at stake,’ the
prince’s lawyer, Shaheed Fatima,
said in her concluding statements.

In a 2023 high court hearing,
Harry, a former British army cap-
tain who served in Afghanistan,
said it was too dangerous to bring
his family to the UK without bol-
stered security.

“The UK is my home,’” he said.

“The UK is central to the heritage of
my children. That cannot happen if
it’s not possible to keep them safe”

However, the high court con-
cluded that the government had
acted lawfully in its decision.

In the appeal hearing, govern-
ment lawyers said Harry’s security
was meant to be “bespoke” to his
“revised circumstances”} adding it
was aresult of his decision to spend
less time in the UK.

Harry’s fraught ties with his
family have worsened after various
public allegations that he and Meg-
han have made against the royals.

Harry and William are barely on
speaking terms, according to UK
media.
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How the trade war
between China,
US is playing out

China has said it has received overtures from the US for talks
on tariffs — but warned it will need concessions as proof of
“sincerity” before any negotiations can take place.

The world’s two largest economies are locked in a tit-for-tat
tariff war that threatens hundreds of billions in trade and has
roiled global markets and supply chains.

The US has raised tariffs on Chinese imports to 145%, with
cumulative duties on some goods reaching a staggering 245%.

As well as the blanket levies, China is also under sector-
specific tariffs on steel, aluminium and car imports.

Sales of Chinese goods to the US last year totalled more than
$500bn — 16.4% of the country’s exports, according to Beijing’s
customs data.

China has vowed to fight the measures “to the end” and
has unveiled reciprocal tariffs of up to 125% on imports of
American goods, which totalled $143.5bn last year, according to
Washington.

Beijing has filed complaints with the World Trade
Organisation (WTO), citing “bullying” tactics by the Trump
administration.

And it has gone after American companies, scrapping
orders for Boeing planes, probing Google for “anti-monopoly”
violations and adding US fashion group PVH Corp — which owns
Tommy Hilfiger and Calvin Klein — and biotech giant Illumina to
alist of “unreliable entities”.

Beijing has also restricted exports of rare earth elements —
critical in the manufacturing of everything from semiconductors

to medical technology
and consumer
electronics.

Beijing has long drawn
Trump’s ire with a trade
surplus with the US
that reached $295.4bn
last year, according
to the US Commerce
Department’s Bureau of
Economic Analysis.

Chinese leaders have

been reluctant to disrupt the status quo.

But an intensified trade war will likely mean China cannot peg
its hopes for strong economic growth this year on its exports,
which reached record highs in 2024.

US duties further threaten to harm China’s fragile post -
Covid economic recovery as it struggles with a debt crisis in the
property sector and persistently low consumption.

The tariff war is already having an impact in the US, with
uncertainty triggering a manufacturing slump last month and
officials blaming it for an unexpected slump in GDP in the first
three months of the year.

“The cost on the US economy and livelihood is beginning to
surface,” Mei Xinyu, an economist at the state-affiliated Chinese
Academy of International Trade and Economic Co-operation,
told AFP.

“They are starting to truly feel the cost and impact of pursuing
trade hegemony with China,” he said.

The head of the WTO said in April that the US-China tariff
war could cut trade in goods between the two countries by 80%.
Analysts expect the levies to take a significant chunk out of
China’s GDP, which Beijing’s leadership hope will grow 5% this

year.

Likely to be hit hardest are China’s top exports to the US
— everything from electronics and machinery to textiles and
clothing, according to the Peterson Institute of International
Economics.

And because of the crucial role Chinese goods play in
supplying US firms, the tariffs may also hurt American
manufacturers and consumers, analysts have warned.

Trump has repeatedly claimed that China has reached out
for talks on the tariffs. But yesterday’s statement by Beijing
suggested it was Washington that’s been reaching out.

While China’s commerce ministry said it was “evaluating” the
offer, it warned it would need concessions from Washington —
namely the lifting of tariffs — before talks could go ahead.

“Tariffs cannot be used as a bargaining chip to pressure China.
China cannot make any concessions on the tariff issue,” Wang
Wen, Dean of Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies at
Renmin University of China, told AFP.

Analysts in China broadly agreed that pressure on the US
economy was driving Washington’s call for talks. — AFP
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Qatar leads the way with
smart transport and
sustainable urban innovation

By Ali Hamad al-Marri

n a world increasingly driven
by technology and the
urgent need for sustainable
solutions, Qatar stands out
as a shining example of visionary
leadership and transformative
action.
In 2025, the country once
again reaffirmed its pioneering
spirit by launching the Middle
East’s first fully electric public
bus network and achieving
significant milestones in smart
city development, particularly
through the remarkable growth of
Lusail City. These groundbreaking
achievements are not isolated
initiatives — they represent a
comprehensive national movement
towards integrating technology,
sustainability, and innovation into
every facet of urban life.

Revolutionising Urban
Mobility: A Cleaner Future
on the Move

The deployment of Qatar’s fully
electric bus fleet marks a historic
step forward. Across Doha and
key urban centres, hundreds of
zero-emission buses now glide
through the streets, replacing
traditional diesel-powered
vehicles and drastically slashing
carbon emissions. The buses,
equipped with state-of-the-art
battery technology and powered
by clean energy sources, offer a
glimpse into the future of public
transportation — a future where
efficiency and environmental
responsibility go hand in hand.

This monumental transition
supports the ambitious goals
outlined in the Qatar National
Vision 2030, which emphasises
sustainable development,
economic diversification, and
environmental preservation. It
is not merely about replacing
one mode of transport with
another; it is about reshaping
how people experience mobility
in their daily lives. Residents and
visitors now enjoy quieter streets,
cleaner air, and a more pleasant
commuting experience, proving
that technological progress and
quality of life improvements can
be achieved simultaneously.

Lusail City: Building
Tomorrow’s Cities Today
Yet Qatar’s ambitions extend
far beyond transportation. Lusail
City, often described as the
“City of the Future,” serves as a
living laboratory for smart urban
planning and environmental
stewardship. Covering an area
of 38sq km , Lusail embodies the
integration of intelligent systems

designed to enhance every aspect
of urban life.

The city boasts real-time
traffic management systems that
optimise vehicle flow and reduce
congestion, dynamic lighting and
energy-efficient buildings that
minimise energy consumption,
and advanced environmental
monitoring tools that track air
quality and water usage. Public
services are seamlessly integrated,
providing residents with a level
of convenience and connectivity
previously unseen in the region.

Lusail is not simply a place
where people live — it is an
ecosystem where technology,
nature, and human well-being
coexist in perfect balance. It
stands as a powerful testament to
what can be achieved when vision
is matched by execution and when
sustainability is placed at the
heart of development.

Human-Centric Innovation:
The True Core of Progress
What truly sets Qatar’s
initiatives apart is the underlying
philosophy that places human
well-being at the centre of
all innovation. Technological
advancements are not pursued for
their own sake but as tools to create
healthier, safer, and more vibrant
communities. Every electric bus
that runs silently through the

streets, every sensor embedded in
Lusail’s infrastructure, and every
sustainable building constructed
is a deliberate act of caring for the
people who call these spaces home.
This human-centred approach
is particularly critical as cities
worldwide grapple with the twin
challenges of rapid urbanisation
and climate change. Qatar’s model
demonstrates that embracing
technology and sustainability does
not have to come at the expense of
liveability — rather, it can enhance
it in ways that profoundly enrich
everyday experiences.

A Global Inspiration for
Bold Action

As the world races to address
the climate crisis, Qatar’s
leadership offers a compelling
blueprint for other nations to
follow. Rather than waiting for
international trends to dictate
action, Qatar has taken bold,
proactive steps to shape its own
destiny, setting standards that
others now aspire to meet. Its
success sends a clear message: real
change requires vision, courage,
and a willingness to invest in the
future today.

The creation of a fully electric
bus network and the rise of smart
cities like Lusail are not just local
success stories; they are global
calls to action. They prove that
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with the right commitment, cities
can become engines of innovation,
hubs of sustainability, and
sanctuaries of human well-being.

Looking Ahead: The Journey
Continues

Qatar’s journey towards
a smarter, greener future is
far from over. With ongoing
projects aimed at expanding
electric mobility, incorporating
artificial intelligence into urban
management, and strengthening
its renewable energy portfolio,
the country remains firmly on
the path of progress. Upcoming
developments in autonomous
transportation, clean energy
integration, and eco-friendly
urban expansion promise to
push the boundaries of what
sustainable living can look like.

Moreover, Qatar’s hosting of
major international events, such
as the 2022 FIFA World Cup and
future global forums, provides
an unparalleled opportunity
to showcase its innovations to
the world and inspire broader
adoption of sustainable practices.

In Conclusion Qatar’s
trailblazing efforts in smart
transportation and sustainable
urban innovation reveal a nation
unafraid to dream big — and,
more importantly, unafraid to act
on those dreams. By seamlessly
blending technology with
environmental responsibility and
human-centred design, Qatar is
not merely adapting to the future;
it is shaping it.

As cities around the globe search
for models to guide them through
the complex challenges of the 21st
century, they need only look to
Qatar, where the streets hum with
the energy of electric buses and the
skyline gleams with the promise of
smarter, greener living.

The future is already unfolding
— and Qatar is leading the way
with vision, resolve, and an
unshakable belief in the power of
innovation to transform the world
for the better.
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German spy agency brands AfD party as ‘extremist’

Reuters/AFP
Berlin/Frankfurt

ermany’s spy agency has classified the
Gfar-right Alternative for Germany (AfD)

as “extremist”, enabling it to step up
monitoring of the country’s biggest opposi-
tion party, which decried the move as a “blow
against democracy”.

A 1,100-page experts’ report found the AfD
to be a racist and anti-Muslim organisation, a
designation that allows the security services
to recruit informants and intercept party com-
munications, and which has revived calls for the
party’s ban.

“Central to our assessment is the ethnically
and ancestrally defined concept of the peo-
ple that shapes the AfD, which devalues entire
segments of the population in Germany and
violates their human dignity,” the BfV domestic
intelligence agency said in a statement.

“This concept is reflected in the party’s over-
all anti-migrant and anti-Muslim stance,” it
said, accusing the AfD of stirring up “irrational
fears and hostility” towards individuals and
groups.

The BfV agency needs such a classification to
be able to monitor a political party because it is
more legally constrained than other European
intelligence services, a reflection of Germany’s
experience under both Nazi and Communist
rule.

Russia will
‘help’ Taliban
fightISin
Afghanistan

Other organisations classified as extremist in
Germany are neo-Nazi groups such as the Na-
tional Democratic Party (NDP), Islamist groups
including Islamic State, and far-left ones such
as the Marxist -Leninist Party of Germany.

The agency was able to act after the AfD last
year lost a court case in which it had challenged
its previous classification by the BfV as an en-
tity suspected of extremism.

The move follows other setbacks the far-right
across Europe has suffered in recent months as
it seeks to translate surging support into power.

They include a ban on France’s Marine Le Pen
contesting the 2027 presidential election after
her embezzlement conviction, and the post-
ponement of Romania’s presidential vote after a
far-right candidate won the first round.

“VERY SERIOUS. After France and Romania,
another theft of Democracy?” wrote Matteo
Salvini, deputy Italian prime minister and lead-
er of far-right party, the League, on X.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio said Ger-
many should reverse course on branding the
AfD as “extremist”, while US billionaire Elon
Musk, who threw his support behind the party
ahead of February elections, warned against
banning it.

The AfD denounced its designation as a po-
litically motivated attempt to discredit and
criminalise it.

“The AfD will continue to take legal action
against these defamatory attacks that endanger
democracy,” co-leaders Alice Weidel and Tino

Reuters AFP

Chrupalla said in a statement.

German parliament could now attempt to
limit or halt public funding for the AfD - but
for that authorities would need evidence that
the party is explicitly out to undermine or even
overthrow German democracy.

Meanwhile, civil servants who belong to an
organisation classified as “extremist” face pos-
sible dismissal, depending on their role within
the entity, according to Germany’s interior
ministry.

The stigma could also make it harder for the
AfD, which currently tops several polls and
is Germany’s most successful far-right party
since World War II, to attract members.

“Starting today, no one can make excuses
anymore: This is not a democratic party,” said
Manuela Schwesig, premier of Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern and senior member of the Social
Democrats (SPD), who are about to form a gov-
ernment with the conservatives.

Under the new government, the authorities
should review whether to ban the AfD, SPD
leader Lars Klingbeil told Bild newspaper.

“They want a different country, they want to
destroy our democracy. And we must take that
very seriously,” he said, although he added that
the coalition would not make any hasty deci-
sions.

Created in 2013 to protest the eurozone bail -
outs, the eurosceptic AfD morphed into an an-
ti-migration party after Germany’s decision to
take in a large wave of refugees in 2015.

Pakistani Kashmir orders stockpiling
of food as tensions with India flare

plies for two months in the 13 constituencies along

Moscow

Muzaffarabad

ussia will help the Taliban
Rzuthorities in Afghanistan
ght against the Afghan
branch of Islamic State (IS), Mos-
cow’s special representative for
the country was quoted as saying
yesterday.

Zamir Kabulov, a former Rus-
sian ambassador to Afghanistan,
referred to Islamic State Khorasan
(IS-K) as the “common enemy” of
Moscow and Kabul.

“We see and appreciate the ef-
forts that the Taliban are making
in the fight against the Afghan
wing of IS,” Kabulov told the RIA
state news agency in an interview.
“We will provide our best assist-
ance to the authorities of (Af-
ghanistan) through specialised
structures.”

No country currently recog-
nises the Taliban government
that seized power in August 2021
as US-led forces staged a chaotic
withdrawal from Afghanistan af-
ter 20 years of war.

However, in a step towards rec-
ognition, Russia last month for-
mally removed the Taliban from
itslist of terrorist organisations, to
which it had been added in 2003.

Kabulov’s comments under-
score the dramatic rapprochement
in recent years between Mos-
cow and Kabul, which President
Vladimir Putin said last year was
now Russia’s “ally” in combating
terrorism.

Russia has been left reeling from
multiple Islamic State (IS)-linked
attacks, including the shooting of
145 people at a concert hall outside
Moscow in March 2024 which was
claimed by ISIS.

US officials said they had intel-
ligence indicating IS-K was re-
sponsible.

The Taliban says it is working to
wipe out the group’s presence in
Afghanistan.

residents near the de facto border with India
to stockpile food as tensions flare between the
arch-rivals following a deadly attack last month.

India blames Pakistan for backing a shooting on
civilians at the tourist site of Pahalgam in Indian-
administered Kashmir on April 22 that killed 26
people.

Islamabad has denied the charge and the uneasy
neighbours have issued a raft of tit-for-tat punitive
diplomatic measures.

The two nuclear-armed countries have ex-
changed gunfire for eight consecutive nights along
the militarised Line of Control (LoC), the de facto
border that separates the contested Kashmir region.

“Instructions have been issued to stock food sup-

Pakistan-administered Kashmir has called on

8 hurt after
car drives

into crowd
in Stuttgart

Reuters/AFP
Berlin

Police and other members of the emergency services work at the
scene where a car crashed into people in Stuttgart. - AFP

the LoC,” the prime minister of Pakistan-adminis-
tered Kashmir, Chaudhry Anwar ul-Hagq, told the
local assembly yesterday.

The regional government has also created an
emergency fund of 1bn rupees ($3.5mn) to ensure
the supply of “food, medicines and all other basic
necessities” to the 13 constituencies, he said.

Government and privately owned machinery was
also being deployed to maintain roads in the areas
along the LoC, he said.

On Tuesday Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi gave the military “complete operational free-
dom” to respond to the attack.

Pakistan said this week it had “credible evidence”
that India is planning a military strike, vowing that
any attack would be met with a response.

Fearing a military escalation, authorities in Pa-
kistani Kashmir shut more than 1,000 religious
schools for 10 days on Thursday.

Trump cuts
funding for

NPR, PBS
broadcasters

Reuters
Washington

resident Donald Trump
Phas signed an executive

order to cut federal fund-
ing for NPR and PBS, two US
broadcasters that rely partially
on government financial sup-
port, his administration’s latest
effort to sanction institutions it
views as opposed to his political
agenda.

The order, announced late on
Thursday, instructs the Corpo-
ration for Public Broadcasting
(CPB), which distributes fund-
ing to the PBS television and
NPR radio networks, to “cease
direct funding” them.

NPR said it would challenge
the executive order and PBS said
it was exploring its options.

Congress allocated $535mn for
the CPB for fiscal year 2025.

Most of the funding for the
PBS and NPR comes from other
sources.

The White House said in a
statement yesterday that PBS
and NPR receive tens of mil-
lions of dollars in taxpayer fund-
ing each year to spread “radical,
woke propaganda disguised as
‘news?”’

The statement cited examples
of what it called “trash that has
passed for ‘news’ at NPR and
PBS’ including NPR saying the
Declaration of Independence
was a document with “flaws and
deeply ingrained hypocrisies”
and apologising for describing
undocumented migrants as “il-
legal”.

Patricia Harrison, CPB’s pres-
ident and chief executive, said in
a statement yesterday that the
president lacked the authority to
withdraw the funding.

“Congress directly authorised
and funded CPB to be a private
nonprofit corporation wholly in-
dependent of the federal govern-
ment,” the statement said.

PBS and its stations receive
about 15% of their revenues from
the CPB, a spokesperson said,
adding most of that goes to local
stations.

NPR typically receives only
about 1% of its funding directly
from the federal government and
slightly more indirectly.

Its 246 members, which op-
erate more than 1,000 stations,
receive an average of 8-10% of
their funds from CPB, according
to the PBS representative.

NPR did not immediately re-
spond to a request for confirma-
tion.

The order says CPB’s govern-
ing statute reflects principles
of impartiality and that neither
NPR nor PBS “presents a fair,
accurate or unbiased portrayal
of current events to taxpaying
citizens”

The Trump administration
has labelled multiple institu-
tions in academia, the legal
profession and the media as be-
ing leftist, Marxist, biased or
“woke”, and threatened funding
cuts or other sanctions.

Human rights advocates have
raised concerns over free speech
and academic freedom.

The administration also
sought to shut down Voice of
America, Radio Free Asia and
Middle East Broadcasting Net-
works, whose news broadcasts
are funded by the government.

A federal judge ordered the
administration in late April to
halt those efforts.

Both NPR and PBS have pre-
viously said that cuts in federal
funding would have a “devastat -
ing impact” on Americans who
rely on them for credible local
and national news, including
during emergency situations.

NPR said Trump’s action
jeopardises the national airing of
programmes such as Newscast,
Morning Edition and Tiny Desk
Radio.

PBS is known for educational
children’s programming such as
Sesame Street and is also home to
such long-running programmes
as PBS News Hour, Firing Line,
Nova, and Antiques Roadshow.

The CPB, created by Congress
in 1967, sued the White House on
Monday after Trump sought to
fire three of its five board mem-
bers.

Harvard University’s

t least eight people were
Ainjm‘ed, three of them se-

riously, after a car drove
into a crowd in the centre of the
southwestern German city of
Stuttgart yesterday in what po-
lice said was a “tragic” traffic ac-
cident.

The driver of the car has been
detained, police said.

“There are currently no indi-
cations of an attack or an inten-
tional act,” Stuttgart police said
onX.

The incident, which occurred

shortly before 6pm (1600 GMT),
took place near the Olgaeck tram
station.

The city fire service said on its
X account that the three seriously
injured people had been taken to
hospital while others were being
treated at the scene where debris
lay scattered on the road.

Police warned people to avoid
Stuttgart city centre and said
that there was severe disruption
to traffic.

The Bild newspaper cited eye-
witnesses as saying that a woman

Former Mexico agent who testified
against druglord’s son murdered

former Mexican federal agent who testified against the drug
Atra.fﬁcker son of the country’s most wanted man was shot dead
in the central state of Morelos, authorities said on Thursday.

Ivan Morales was a prosecution witness in the US trial of Ruben
Oseguera Gonzalez, a leader of Mexico’s violent Jalisco New Genera-
tion cartel, who was jailed for life by a Washington court in March.

Gonzalez’s father is Nemesio Oseguera Cervantes, who heads the
cartel and has a $15mn US bounty on his head.

Morales and his wife were shot dead on Wednesday morning as
they were travelling in their vehicle in the Temixco area, around 60
miles (100km) from Mexico City, according to a police report.

State prosecutors are investigating the crime, local media reported.

On May 1, 2015, Morales survived one of Mexico’s bloodiest drug
trafficking attacks, when a military helicopter carrying 16 soldiers
and two federal police officers was shot down in the state of Jalisco.

The Jalisco New Generation cartel is one of the most powerful
criminal gangs in Mexico and has been designated a foreign terrorist
organisation by the US government. - AFP

Atleast two dead after Perunavy
vessel hits oil platform in Amazon

Peruvian navy vessel collided with an oil platform operated by
APerenco on the Amazon River leaving two people dead and one
missing Peru’s defence ministry said yesterday.

The collision, which the ministry said caused “severe damage”, oc-
curred near the mouth of the Napo River as the BAP Ucayali was navi-
gating the area during a transit operation.

The incident triggered an immediate search and rescue response,
the defence ministry said in a statement, noting 30 crew members
had been safely evacuated and a search for the missing person was
now underway.

“Peru’s Navy deeply regrets the irreparable loss of our crew mem-
bers,” the defence ministry said, adding it was investigating the cause
of the collision.

Perenco was not immediately available for comment. — Reuters

with a pram had been hit by the
black Mercedes G-Class SUV.

A mangled pushchair was vis-
ible in images from the scene.

The area of the incident was
blocked off by police, who ad-
vised pedestrians and drivers to
avoid the area if possible.

German security services have
been on high alert following sev-
eral deadly car-ramming attacks
in recent months, including in
the eastern city of Magdeburg
and in the southern city of Mu-
nich.

US designates two Haitian
gangs as terrorist groups

he United States said yes-

I terday that it has designated

two of the gangs that wreak

havoc while controlling most of

Haiti’s capital as foreign terrorist
groups.

These gangs are Viv Ansanm and
Gran Grif, Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio said in a statement. “The
age of impunity for those support-
ing violence in Haiti is over.”

Haiti, the poorest country in the
Americas, has for years been in the
grips of well-armed street gangs
that carry out murders, kidnap-
pings, rapes and other crimes as
Haiti suffers from chronic political
instability.

More than 1,600 people died
in Haiti gang violence in the first

three months of 2025, the United
Nations said on Wednesday.

“Haitian gangs, including the
Viv Ansanm coalition and Gran
Grif, are the primary source of
instability and violence in Haiti,”
Rubio said. “They are a direct
threat to US national security in-
terests in our region.”

The United States had already
designated other gangs as terrorist
groups, such as the Sinaloa drug
cartel in Mexico, the Venezuela-
based group Tren de Aragua and
MS-13, with roots in El Salvador.

Gangs control 85% of the capital
Port-au-Prince, according to the
UN, and have stepped up attacks
on areas not yet under their con-
trol. - AFP

tax-exempt status will
berevoked: Trump

S President Donald Trump said yesterday that his administra-
l | tion will revoke Harvard University’s tax-exempt status, re-
turning to a threat he issued against the Massachusetts school

last month as part of his wider attack on elite universities.

“We are going to be taking away Harvard’s Tax Exempt Status. It's
what they deserve!” Trump wrote in a post on his social media plat-
form, without elaborating.

The university responded, saying that would be an unlawful mis-
use of the US tax code, which makes it a crime for the president, vice-
president or any White House employee to request the Internal Reve-
nue Service (IRS) investigate or audit a particular individual or entity.

Harvard is already suing the Trump administration over the an-
nouncement last month that the government was freezing federal
grants to the Ivy League university amounting to $2.2bn, mostly to
fund medical and other scientific research.

Trump previously said on April 15 that he thought Harvard should
perhaps “lose its Tax Exempt Status and be Taxed as a Political Entity
if it keeps pushing political, ideological, and terrorist inspired/sup-
porting ‘Sickness?’”

Soon after, White House spokesperson Harrison Fields said any
forthcoming IRS actions were independent of the president and that
any audit or investigations were initiated before Trump’s post.

Representatives for the IRS did not respond to questions.

The tax code requires that any IRS employee who receives an im-
proper request from the White House report that to the US Treasury
Inspector-General for Tax Administration, whose office also did not
respond to questions.

Harvard, the nation’s oldest and wealthiest university, said a revo-
cation of its tax-exempt status would be unlawful and unprecedent -
ed, a comment echoed by free-speech advocacy groups and other
non-profit organisations yesterday.

“There is no legal basis to rescind Harvard’s tax-exempt status,’
the Boston-area school said in a statement. “The unlawful use of this
instrument more broadly would have grave consequences for the fu-
ture of higher education in America”

It would also cut money available for student scholarships, medi-
cal research and technological advancements that drive economic
growth, Harvard said. — Reuters

US jails man for hate crime that killed Palestinian child

man from Illinois was sentenced yes-
Aterday to 53 years in prison after a jury

convicted him of the murder of a six-
year-old Palestinian American boy and the se-
vere wounding of his mother in an October 2023
hate crime stabbing, the Chicago Sun-Times
reported.

Joseph Czuba, 73, stabbed and killed Wadee
Alfayoumi and knifed Hanan Shaheen days af-
ter US ally Israel began its war on Gaza follow-
ing the events of October 7,2023.

Prosecutors said that the stabbing - one of
the earliest and worst hate crime incidents in

the US since the start of the war - was sparked
by anti-Muslim hatred.

US rights advocates have noted rising Islam-
ophobia, anti-Arab hate and antisemitism.

Czuba, who was the landlord for Shaheen
and her son, stabbed the boy 26 times with a
military-style knife with a 7” (18-cm) serrated
blade, authorities said.

Shaheen suffered multiple stab wounds in
the attack that occurred in Plainfield Township,
about 40 miles (64km) southwest of Chicago.

Czuba was found guilty in late February.

Other recent incidents raising alarm in the

US about anti-Arab and anti-Palestinian preju-
dice include the attempted drowning of a three-
year-old Palestinian American girl and the
stabbing of a Palestinian American man, both
in Texas.

Incidents raising alarm over antisemitism
and anti-Israel attitudes include an unsuccess-
ful plot to attack a New York Jewish centre and
an arson attack on Pennsylvania Governor Josh
Shapiro’s residence.

Hate incidents have also been reported dur-
ing protests and counter-protests related to the
war. — Reuters



Gulf Times
Saturday, May 3, 2025

12 |

© | QATAR

Polish flag flies high
in Doha to celebrate
national pride and
bilateral relations

By Joey Aguilar
Staff Reporter

he skies above Al Bidda Park
Tin Doha were painted with

the vibrant white and red
of the Polish flag yesterday as the
embassy of Poland marked its Na-
tional Flag Day.

The highlight of the celebration
was a 21m Polish flag, the longest
so far in Qatar, hoisted into the air
by alarge balloon, creating a mem-
orable display for onlookers.

The festivities continue today
from 10am to 12 noon, coinciding
with Poland’s Constitution Day.

Speaking to Gulf Times, Polish
head of Mission in Doha Tomasz
Sadzinski underlined the signifi-
cance of the event, saying the dual
celebration also honours the Polish

diaspora, connecting compatriots
both at home and abroad.

“Today, we are celebrating both
Poland National Flag Day and the
Day of the Polish Diaspora,” he
said. “We wanted to create some-
thing truly memorable and excep-
tional”

Given the expertise of Polish
professionals here, particularly
in the aviation sector with drones
and balloons, Sadzinski said they
decided to hang Poland’s flag from
a balloon at Al Bidda Park, making
it visible to everyone.

He described the flag as a pow-
erful symbol of Polish national
pride, acting as a beacon for the
Polish community in Qatar and
capturing the attention of those
passing by.

The celebrations, he added, ex-
tend today to mark the anniversary

of the adoption of the Polish Con-
stitution in 1791.

Sadzinski said that this historic
document, adopted 234 years ago,
holds immense significance as the
first constitution in Europe and
the second in the world, after the
American Constitution.

He highlighted the importance
of such special celebrations in fos-
tering stronger ties between Po-
land and Qatar, stressing the col-
laborative spirit and the support
received from Qatari authorities.

-

Polish head ofMission TonA1asz Sadzinski and members
of the Polish diaspora at the National Flag Day of
Poland event at Al Bidda Park yesterday.

PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam

“We are very grateful for the
support from Qatar’s institutions
and authorities,” Sadzinski said,
adding: “As an embassy, we strive
to promote our heritage and cul-
ture, sharing it with our Qatari
host”

The embassy official also noted
the reciprocal efforts of Qatar’s
ambassador in Warsaw, Saoud bin
Abdulla Zaid al-Mahmoud, who is
actively promoting Qatari culture
in Poland, inviting Polish institu-
tions to participate in events like

Qatar’s National Sport Day.

According to Sadzinski, the
Polish embassy in Doha has active-
ly promoted yesterday’s event on
social media, sharing wishes with
the Polish community and encour-
aging them to join the celebration
at Al Bidda Park.

He said that such celebrations
underscore the strong bond be-
tween Qatar and Poland, founded
on mutual respect and a shared
appreciation for each other’s cul-
tures.

Sadzinski led the event at Al
Bidda Park yesterday.
PICTURE: Joey Aguilar

Balmsan Championship
concludes at Katara

Snapshots

from the event

yesterday.
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he top-five winning teams of the

I Balmsan Championship and the top

three winners in the “Biggest Fish”

competition were crowned yesterday dur-

ing Al-Qaffal celebration at Katara Cul-

tural Village by general manager Prof Dr
Khalid bin Ibrahim al-Sulaiti.

Balmsan is considered the final stage of
the Senyar Festival competitions.

The championship derives its name
from the main fishing site “Herr Balmsan”)
one of Qatar’s largest and richest marine
habitats for oysters and fish.

The event at Katara’s southern beach
(Freej Katara) was attended by dignitaries,
local seafarers, and enthusiasts of Qatar’s
rich maritime heritage.

The returning traditional dhows were
welcomed with sea chants performed by
Al-Rifaa folk band.

Families received the returning captains
and sailors with flowers and musk, while

young girls participated in a ceremony
that revived the charm of the past and
evoked deep cultural pride.

The first place was claimed by Al-Wakra
team, led by Captain Yousef Ibrahim al-
Obaidly, who was awarded a cash prize of
QRI1mn.

Second place went to Al-Maydan team,
under the leadership of Captain Issa Ab-
dullah Saleh, who received QR600,000.

The third-place winner was Balmsan
team, led by Captain Jassim Ahmed al-
Mohannadi, securing QR500,000.

In fourth place came the Battaah team,
captained by Abdullah Saleh al-Sulaiti,
winning a prize of QR200,000, while the
fifth place went to Al-Zubarah team, led
by Captain Nasser Khalifa Melhem, who
received QR100,000.

In the “Biggest Fish” competition, the
Silver Fish team, led by Captain Jumaa
Ibrahim al-Sheraim, took first place with

a kingfish weighing 16.10kg and awarded
QR30,000.

The second prize went to Shulaa team,
captained by Khalifa Bouhassoum al-
Badr, for a kingfish weighing 16kg, earning
them QR20,000.

The third place was secured by Balmsan
team, led again by Captain al-Mohannadi,
with a fish weighing 13.10kg and a prize of
QR10,000.

In his address during the awards cer-
emony, Prof Dr al-Sulaiti expressed his
satisfaction with the achievements of the
participating teams.

“We are pleased to celebrate the conclu-
sion of the Balmsan Championship, which
has provided a wonderful example of fair
competition and reflected the authentic-
ity of our rich maritime heritage,” he said.
“The Senyar Festival has become an an-
nual tradition that reinforces the values
of our forefathers and revives the spirit of
challenge and maritime legacy within the
hearts of younger generations.”

He reiterated Katara’s ongoing commit -
ment to supporting initiatives that pro-
mote national identity and preserve cul-
tural heritage, extending his gratitude to
all sponsors and partners who contributed
to the success of this unique event.

Jihad al-Jaidah, head of the Judging
Committee for the Senyar Festival, noted
the high level of skill and dedication dem-
onstrated by the teams despite challeng-
ing marine and weather conditions.

He stressed that the judging process
was based on strict criteria that consid-
ered the weight and type of fish in accord-
ance with the rules of the Hadaq and Lif-
fah competitions.

The competitions took place over
Wednesday and Thursday, in open waters
near Halul Island, one of Qatar’s richest
fishing grounds.

The closing ceremony included the rec-
ognition of sponsoring entities, including
the Ministry of Interior (Coast and Bor-
der Guard Department), Ministry of En-
vironment and Climate Change (Natural
Reserves Department), Social and Sports
Activities Support Fund (Daam), Al Kass
Sports Channels, QatarEnergy (Mesaieed
Port), Hamad Port, Qatar Fish Store, Safar
Fish Store, and Senyar Ice Factory.

T Wy

MOECC activities raise students’
awareness on local wild plants

he Ministry of Environment and Climate Change (MoECC)’s Wild-

life Development Department and the Environmental Awareness

Section of the Public Relations and Communications Department
have taken part in the interactive “Akhlaquna” (Our Morals) exhibition,
accompanying the 2025 “Akhlaquna” Award organised by Qatar Founda-
tion.

The ministry’s participation included organising an agricultural work-
shop and a display of the seeds and wild plants to raise awareness among
students about the importance of plants and their impact on climate
change.

It also aimed to promote individual responsibility in preserving wild
plants through demonstrating correct and incorrect behaviours in han-
dling them.

Students were also introduced to the names of wild plants in Qatar to
familiarise them with the country’s environmental heritage.

Further, the MoECC presented a cultural competition titled “Our Mor-
als and the Environment”, during which students were asked various
environmental questions to raise their environmental awareness and en-
courage positive environmental behaviours.
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