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Saudi crown prince,
Rubio hold talks

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman discussed regional
and global developments and
efforts to achieve security and
stability with US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio in Riyadh
yesterday, Saudi state news
agency SPA reported. Rubio
arrived in Saudi Arabia earlier

in the day from Israel where he
began his first visit to the region
as the top US diplomat. Page 11

Trump shock unites
European leaders

French President Macron
welcomes UK Prime Minister
Keir Starmer before an informal
summit to discuss the situation
in Ukraine and European
security in Paris yesterday.

European leaders yesterday
sought to overcome differences
at emergency Paris talks on
responding to a shock policy
shift on the war in Ukraine by the
new US administration of Donald
Trump, as Germany bristled

at suggestions troops could

be deployed. With European
policymakers still reeling from
US Vice-President JD Vance’s
withering attack on the European
Union at the annual Munich
Security Forum, key leaders
attended the meeting at the
Elysee Palace called at the last
minute by President Emmanuel
Macron. Page 11

Russia, US officials to
meetin Saudi today

Top US and Russian diplomats
will meet in Saudi Arabia
today for talks on resetting the
countries’ fractured relations
and making a tentative start
on trying to end the Ukraine
war. Both sides played down
the chances that the first
high-level meeting between
the countries since Moscow
invaded Ukraine in 2022 would
result in a breakthrough.
Nevertheless, the very fact of
the talks has triggered concern
in Kyiv and Europe - left reeling
by Washington’s dramatic
diplomatic moves towards the
Kremlin. Page 11

QNA
New Delhi

is Highness the Amir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani met yesterday

with Minister of External Affairs
of the Republic of India Dr Sub-

rahmanyam Jaishankar and his
accompanying delegation, at His
Highness the Amir’s residence in
New Delhi.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed bilateral co-operation re-
lations between the two countries,
in addition to the latest regional
and international developments.

MoClI launches Ramadan
discount initiative

QNA
Doha

he Ministry of Commerce

and Industry (MoCI) has

announced the launch of its
annual Ramadan discounted con-
sumer goods initiative, offering
reduced prices on more than1,000
essential commodities. The initia-
tive, implemented in co-ordina-
tion with major retail complexes
across Qatar, will run until the end
of the holy month of Ramadan.

In a statement issued yesterday,
the ministry emphasised that this
initiative aligns with its ongoing
efforts to ease the financial burden
on consumers. The early launch
this year ensures that discounted
goods are available well in ad-
vance, giving shoppers ample time
to benefit from the reduced prices
before Ramadan begins.

The initiative covers a wide
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range of essential products, in-
cluding food staples such as flour,
sugar, rice, pasta, chicken, cooking
oil, and milk, as well as non-food
items such as tissues, aluminium
foil, and household detergents,
items that see increased demand
during the holy month.

MoCI reaffirmed its commit-
ment to closely monitoring com-
mercial outlets to ensure compli-
ance with the discounted pricing
policy. The ministry also encour-
aged consumers to take advantage
of the initiative and shop respon-
sibly while urging them to remain
vigilant and report any pricing
violations. Complaints and sug-
gestions can be submitted through
the ministry’s official communi-
cation channels.

The meeting was attended by
HE the Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin
Jassim al-Thani and a number of
Their Excellencies members of the
accompanying official delegation.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani ar-

rived yesterday in New Delhi, on a
state visit to the Republic of India.

His Highness the Amir was wel-
comed - upon arrival at Palam Air
Base — by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Minister of External
Affairs Dr Subrahmanyam Jais-
hankar, ambassador of Qatar in
New Delhi Mohammed bin Hassan

al-Jaber and ambassador of India
in Doha Vipul. Also present were
the Qatari embassy staff.

His Highness the Amir is ac-
companied by HE the Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani
and an official delegation. Page 12

Arab summit on Trump’s Gaza
plan postponed to Friday

AFP
Riyadh

planned Saudi meeting of
AArab leaders in response

to US President Donald
Trump’s plan to take control of
Gaza has been postponed by a
day and expanded, Arab diplo-
mats said yesterday.

“The mini Arab summit in
Riyadh has been postponed from
Thursday to Friday, February 21,”
a Saudi source said.

Three Arab states had been
expected to attend the summit,
but the Saudi source said the ex-
panded meeting will “include the
leaders of the six Gulf Co-oper-
ation Council countries along
with Egypt and Jordan to discuss
Arab alternatives to Trump’s
plans in the Gaza Strip”

The member states of the Gulf
Co-operation Council are the

A Palestinian boy makes his way to refill drinking water in Jabalia in
the northern Gaza Strip yesterday.

United Arab Emirates, Bahrain,
Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar and
Kuwait.

Trump had proposed taking
over the war-batted Gaza Strip
and moving its more than two
million residents to Jordan or
Egypt — aplan experts say would
violate international law.

Arab countries have unani-
mously rejected the idea or any
prospect of displacing Palestin-
ians from their lands.

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said on Thursday that
Washington was open to propos-
als from Arab countries concern-
ing the Palestinian territory.

QF’s Sidra Academy to be completed next year

QNA
Doha

he Public Works Author-
I ity ‘Ashghal] represented
by Building Projects De-
partment, has announced the
commencement of the Qatar
Sidra Academy project in Educa-
tion City, in collaboration with
Qatar Foundation for Education,
Science, and Community Devel-
opment. The academy will ac-
commodate approximately 1,800
students.

Covering a total area of 74,000
square metres, with 33,000sq m
of built-up area, the academy will
feature a two-storey main build-
ing that includes classrooms, lec-
ture halls, administrative offices,
and reception areas for students
and visitors.

Ahmed al-Mahmeed, Head of
the Public Projects Section, ex-
plained that work on the Qatar

Sldra Academy - art|5t5|mpre55|on aerial view.

Sidra Academy has already begun,
with the project expected to be
completed by the second quarter
of 2026. He added that the project

heavily relies on locally produced

materials, with an estimated 60%
of the materials including steel,
iron, electrical and mechanical

equipment, glass, and aluminium,
sourced locally.

He also emphasised the com-
mitment of the Building Projects
Department to apply the highest
local and international stand-
ards in health, safety, quality, and
technology, to align with global
standards throughout all stages of
implementation. He pointed out
that the Building Projects Depart-
ment has benefited from advanced
digital technologies, specifically
Building Information Modeling
(BIM), to accurately analyse build-
ing systems before commencing
construction activities on-site.
This proactive approach ensures
smooth implementation and
avoids technical challenges.

For his part, Saud al-Dosari,
Project Manager, confirmed that
the academy will include 60 class-
rooms to meet the needs of all
educational stages, in addition to
several service facilities to support
the educational process. He em-

phasised that the academy would
incorporate the latest technolo-
gies and modern designs to cre-
ate a comprehensive educational
environment.

Al-Dosari further added that
the project would include diverse
educational and recreational fa-
cilities, such as a music room, a
theatre, art rooms, and multi-
purpose activity rooms, as well
as a library and science labs. The
project will also include sport
halls, outdoor fields, a swimming
pool, and a cafeteria.

It is worth noting that the acad-
emy has been designed according
to the highest local and interna-
tional standards, reflecting Qa-
tar’s cultural heritage and identity.
The architectural designs align
with Qatari values and traditions.

In line with sustainability stand -
ards, the design conforms to the
global GSAS system, with the
academy aiming to achieve a 3-star
environmental quality rating.
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Shura speaker meets Turkiye’s
Constitutional Court President

= T ——— i —
HE the Shura Council Speaker Hassan bin Abdullah al-Ghanem
met in Doha with President of the Constitutional Court of
Turkiye Kadir Ozkaya. They discussed ways to further elevate
the bilateral relations, especially in the legislative areas, along
with issues of common interest. (QNA)

Al-Khulaifi meets British
minister for Middle East

HE the Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr
Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi met in London with
Minister for the Middle East and North Africa at the UK Foreign
and Commonwealth Office Hamish Falconer. Discussions during
the meeting focused on the close ties between the two nations
and ways to bolster them, in addition to the developments in the
region, particularly in the Gaza Strip, the occupied Palestinian
territories, Syria and Lebanon. Falconer thanked Qatar for its
efforts that helped secure the release of a female British citizen
under the Gaza ceasefire deal and the exchange of hostages and
prisoners. (QNA)

PM meets UK official

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim
al-Thani met yesterday with the visiting UK Secretary of State for Science, Innovation and Technology
Peter Kyle. During the meeting, the two sides reviewed the co-operation between the two countries

and ways to support and enhance it, in addition to discussing several topics of mutual interest. (QNA)

Amir sends cables
of congratulations
to president of
Kosovo

His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and
His Highness the Deputy Amir
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad
al-Thani sent yesterday cables
of congratulations to President
of Kosovo Vjosa Osmani on the
anniversary of her country’s
Independence Day. HE the
Prime Minister and Minister

of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
bin Jassim al-Thani also sent a
similar cable of congratulations
to Prime Minister Albin Kurti.
(QNA)

Al-Misnad meets ambassadors of Bahrain, Tunisia, Iran

HE the Minister of State for
International Co-operation Maryam
bint Ali bin Nasser al-Misnad
yesterday met separately with
Bahraini ambassador Mohammed
bin Ali al-Ghatam, Tunisian
ambassador Farhad Khalif and
Iranian ambassador Ali Saleh Abadi.
Discussion during the meetings,
revolved around co-operation
relations between Qatar and the
three countries, and the latest
developments in the humanitarian
situation in the Gaza Strip, in
addition to a host of topics of
common interest. (QNA)
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he Shura Council held yes-
I terday its weekly session,
chaired by its Speaker HE
Hassan bin Abdullah al-Ghanem.
At the beginning of the session,
HE the Shura Council Secretary-
General Nayef bin Mohammed
al-Mahmoud read out the agen-
da, and the minutes of the previ-
ous session were approved.

During the session, the Coun-
cil approved a draft law amending
some provisions of Law No 20 of
2018 regarding the regulation of
tourism, and a draft law amend-
ing some provisions of Law No 21
of 2018 regarding the regulation
of business events. Both were
referred to the esteemed gov-
ernment after the report of the
Council’s Education, Culture,
Sports, and Information Affairs
Committee was reviewed.

The Council also reviewed a
draft law concerning support
for innovation and scientific re-
search, referred by the esteemed

Shura Council reviews
draft law to support
innovation, research

government, and decided to re-
fer it to the Financial and Eco-
nomic Affairs Committee for
study. The session also reviewed
two reports: one on the Council’s
participation in the Third Inter-
national Forum “Women of the

Third Millennium,” held in Mos-
cow last November, and the other
on participation in the Parlia-
mentary Forum of the 10th edi-
tion of the Rome MED Mediter-
ranean Dialogues in Rome, Italy,
last November. (QNA)

Co-operation talks in Al, digital transformation

HE the Minister of
Communications and
Information Technology
Mohammed bin Ali al-Mannai
met with a British delegation
led by British Secretary of
State for Science, Innovation
& Technology Peter John
Kyle. During the meeting,
discussions focused on
fostering collaboration in
artificial intelligence and
digital transformation,

cloud computing, data
management, and workforce
digital skills development.
The meeting also explored the
development of partnerships
in digital innovation and
entrepreneurship within

the communications and
information technology sector
by exchanging expertise to
encourage investment in
startups. (QNA)
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HE the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Sultan bin Saad al-Muraikhi met yesterday with Maldives Foreign Minister Dr Abdulla Khaleel, Yemeni Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Mustapha Ahmed
Noman and Bangladeshi Adviser for Foreign Affairs Touhid Hossain on the sidelines of the 8th Indian Ocean Conference held in Muscat, Oman. The meetings discussed bilateral relations and ways to support and

develop them, in addition to several topics of mutual interest. (QNA)

Qatar, Netherlands hold political consultations

of common interest. (QNA)

, S

The foreign ministries of Qatar and the Netherlands held yesterday their fourth round of political
consultations in Doha. The consultation round was co-chaired by HE the Secretary-General of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr Ahmed bin Hassan al-Hammadi and Secretary-General of the Dutch
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Christiaan Rebergen. The agenda included bilateral relations and topics

MoT’s hydrographic
survey to ensure
navigation safety,
marine protection

By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff Reporter

he hydrographic survey by
I the Ministry of Transport
(MoT) will enhance the
safety and protect navigation and
the marine environment, a sen-
ior official has said. Ibrahim al-
Kuwari, director of the Office of
the Assistant Undersecretary for
Maritime Transport Affairs, while
talking to Qatar TV, said the sur-
vey helps the traffic avoid places
where navigation is prohibited
and shipwrecks in Qatari waters.

“The survey serves as a guide
to help marine traffic in Qatar in
line with the economic growth
and development requirements
pursued by Qatar,” he said. It aims
to update navigational charts,
regulate the movement of ships
through the passages and estab-
lish a marine traffic division sys-
tem to regulate the entry and exit
of ships through the specified sea
passages.

This will be achieved according
to the specifications and require-
ments of the International Mari-
time Organisation (IMO), and the
International Organisation for
Hydrographic Survey (IHO) while
meeting the requirements stipu-
lated in the International Con-
vention for the Safety of Life at
Sea (SOLAS).

The survey, according to al-
Kuwari, include identifying areas
for throwing anchors in the coun-
try, the locations of shipwrecks in
Qatari waters, and placing appro-
priate navigational signs for them
and updating Qatari maritime

maps. The 5-phase project also
includes suggesting vessel hold-
ing areas, providing a dedicated
navigational marking system and
siting navigational marks for lo-
cations of reserves.

The project will also put to-
gether a programme to regularly
examine the navigational signs,
using eco-friendly technologies
such as batteries and solar pan-
els, to achieve better lighting. The
programme also includes deter-
mining the additional dimen-
sions that navigational markers
should capture to fulfil the work
needs to ensure safe navigation
such as sight. The project is es-
pecially important for enhanc-
ing and protecting the marine
environment in step with Qatar’s
economic growth and develop-

ment requirements, using the lat-
est eco-friendly, surveillance, and
marking systems in line with the
goals of the Third Qatar National
Development Strategy and Qatar
National Vision 2030.

The ministry will train its em-
ployees concerned with naviga-
tional aid services in line with the
requirements of the International
Organisation for Marine Aids to
Navigation.

The project is aligned with the
action plans of the National Strat -
egy for Logistic Services Sector
(transportation and warehous-
ing sector) 2024-2030 that aims
at solidifying Qatar’s position as
a global logistics hub, supporting
economic diversification and en-
abling traders and investors with
less time and cost.

QBRI opens applications for 2025 summer research programme

amad Bin Khalifa Uni-

versity (HBKU)’s Qatar

Biomedical Research In-
stitute (QBRI) invites undergradu-
ate students to apply for the ninth
edition of its Summer Research
Programme (SRP). SRP applicants
must be enrolled in an undergrad-
uate programme in a biological or
medical-related science and hold a
minimum GPA of 3.0.

The top candidates are inter-
viewed before making final ad-
mission decisions. Applications
must be submitted by February 27
at https://www.hbku.edu.qa/en/
academic-events/QBRI-SRP25

Scheduled to take place from
May 18-July 10, the SRP will im-
merse participants in QBRI’s in-
tensive research environment

where they will work under the
guidance of distinguished scien-
tists and gain hands-on experi-
ence within state-of-the-art lab-
oratories.

In keeping with previous years,
successful applicants will have the
opportunity to tailor their experi-
ence to their field of interest and
work at QBRI’s Diabetes Research
Centre, Translational Oncology
Research Centre, or Neurological
Disorders Research Centre. They
should expect to make contribu-
tions to projects focused on bi-
omarker development, stem cells,
breast cancer, autism, diabetes,
and more.

The programme will bolster
professional development by of-
fering seminars and workshops

that target critical skills needed
for successful careers in scientific
research. Participants will also
have the chance to engage with the
wider QBRI community and ab-
sorb insights in a diverse range of
biomedical fields.

Dr Omar Albagha, acting ex-
ecutive director, QBRI, said: “We
always look forward to welcoming
students to our Summer Research
Programme. Our successful appli-
cants will join a national centre of
excellence dedicated to improving
and transforming healthcare with
the aim of achieving personalised
medicine. The knowledge and ex-
perience that they will acquire will
not only benefit their undergradu-
ate studies but also influence their
future research and career paths?”

Dukhan Bank names Feb
winners of Thara’a draw

Dukhan Bank has announced
the names of the most recent
round of draw winners for
Thara’a, its Shariah-compliant
savings account, at the bank’s
headquarters.

The draw for February was
conducted under the supervision
of a representative of the
Qualitative License and Market
Control Department at the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry.

The winner of the draw is
Mohamed Ayari, who won the
top prize of QR50,000, while the
following winners each received
QR5,000: Hoyam Abidalla,
Fatima al-Abdulla, Mohammad
Alkouz, Noor Alyafei, Frankis
Marzo, Ahmed Aboudeif, Wadha
al-Mudahka, Dana Abdeen, Layla
Aljaber, Tayeb al-Habshi, Jamal
al-Mohammadi, Jassim al-Mejali,
Abdulla al-Khulaifi, Aldana al-
Saad, Muna al-Maslamani, Saoud
al-Baker,

Abdulrahman Mahmoud,
Mohammed al-Kaabi, Ahlam
Alsanadi, Abdulla Mutheeb,
Maryam al-Saadi, Ahmad Abdulla,
Abdelhadi Abdelhamid, Hanane
Amine, Mahmoud al-Mahmoud,

.

dukbanbank com |

Ali al-Haddad, Abdulaziz al-Jaber,
Rabab Abbas, Lolwa Alfehaid,
Ebrahim al-Tamimi, Ahmad al-
Fakhri, Aisha al-Hamad, Shaikha
Alyafei, Fai Chan, and Mohammed
Almarri.

Dukhan Bank continues its
customer-centric approach with
its enhanced Tharaa Savings
Account campaign, reaffirming

its commitment to rewarding
clients. The upgraded campaign
now features a total prize pool

of QR5.025mn, with 327 winners
throughout the year. The initiative
includes three grand prizes of
QR1mn each, awarded every

four months, along with monthly

L) g0 Bsss | (B 4410 0888

draws featuring a QR50,000
prize and 35 additional prizes of
QR5,000.

Thara’a, a Shariah-compliant
savings account, offers
customers exclusive benefits,
including access to Dukhan
Bank’s innovative digital banking
services. Customers interested in
participating can open a Thara’a
Savings Account via Dukhan
Bank’s website, mobile app, or by
visiting any branch.

For more information, customers
can call 800 8555 or reach out
to Rashid, the bank’s virtual
assistant, via WhatsApp at
44100888.

Preschool Registration
Assesment for the
Academic Year

2025 / 2026
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+ Conducting laboratory examinations.

+ Sociol worker assessment

+ Dental screening assessment

« Family physicion assessment.

+ Issuing an clectronic health certificate.
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This year, the Primary Health Care Corporation (PHCC) will follow
screening procedures from 23/02/2025 [[ENETE as following

« Making an appointment For Preschool assessment by calling 1o7.

« The parent has to be present with the child at their registered health centre or an

alternative one as per the booked appointment, with the fellowing documents ;
lid health eard, vaccination card, and birth certificate
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Attorney-general meets Turkish
Constitutional Court president

HE the Attorney-General Dr Issa bin Saad al-Jafali al-Nuaimi met yesterday with the visiting President of

the Constitutional Court of Turkiye Kadir Ozkaya, and his accompanying delegation. During the meeting,
the two sides discussed areas of mutual interest, ways to enhance co-operation in the legal field and to

facilitate the exchange of expertise. (QNA)

Qatar expresses concern over Israeli
air strike on southern Lebanon

atar has expressed deep concern over the

Israeli occupation’s air strike on southern

Lebanon and called on all parties to strictly

adheM™®o the ceasefire agreement and avoid esca-
lation to ensure the region’s security and stability.

In a statement yesterday, the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs reiterated Qatar’s firm and supportive posi-
tion towards Lebanon, its unity and territorial in-
tegrity, and its continuous support for the Lebanese
people. It also stressed the necessity for Israeli oc-
cupation forces to withdraw from all Lebanese ter-
ritories. (QNA)

Qatar takes partin Global Alliance
meeting on two-state solution

Qatar participated in the
Fourth High-level Meeting

of the Global Alliance for the
Implementation of the Two-
State Solution, held in Cairo,
Egypt. Qatar was represented
in the meeting by Director of
the Arab Affairs Department
at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Nayef bin Abdullah
al-Emadi. The meeting comes
as a continuation of what was
agreed upon in the previous
meeting in Oslo, and an
affirmation of the importance
of supporting the UN Relief
and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA) in the context of
the two-state solution. (QNA)

QAPCO invites qualified service providers to participate in the following tender

Effective from 01st July 2023, Bids from Local Suppliers and Contractors (companies established under the Law of State of
Qatar) who are not in possession of an ICV score in the ICV portal (https://icv.qa/en-US) by Tender closing date (or commercial

Labour ministry launches
‘Erada Programme’ to
empower Qatari talent

in tech, digital sectors

he Ministry of Labour
I has launched the ‘Erada
Programme’ a pioneering
initiative aimed at empowering
young Qatari talent and prepar-
ing them for the technology and
digital sectors, in partnership
with the Ministry of Communi-
cations and Information Tech-
nology and Microsoft.
This initiative supports the
objectives of the Private Sector
Nationalisation Law and the Hu-

man Development Pillar of Qatar
National Vision 2030.

This programme is part of the
Ministry of Labour’s broader
strategy to collaborate with pri-
vate sector entities to upskill the
national workforce, ensure equal
access to training opportuni-
ties, and keep pace with digital
transformation. By leveraging
cutting-edge technologies, the
programme will enhance the
skills of Qatari youth, increase
their competitiveness in the la-
bour market, and boost produc-
tivity in key sectors.

The ‘Erada Programme’ aims
to develop a highly skilled gen-
eration of Qatari professionals
capable of leading the future,
reinforcing Qatar’s position as
a global hub for innovation and
knowledge.

It also seeks to increase the
national workforce participation
in the technology sector, in line
with the National Strategy for an
Effective and Highly Productive
Workforce (2024-2030).

Commenting on the pro-
gramme, Assistant Undersecre-

tary for National Manpower Af-
fairs at the Ministry of Labour,
Shaikha Abdulrahman al-Badi,
said that the ‘Erada Programme’
is a key Ministry of Labour ini-
tiative in empowering young na-
tional professionals.

Aligned with the private sec-
tor nationalisation plan, the
programme provides specialised
training and advanced digital
skills, improving both local and
international employment pros-
pects, in addition to supporting
Qatar’s transition to a sustain-
able economy, in line with the
Third National Development
Strategy, she added.

Al-Badi further noted that the
‘Erada Programme’ reinforc-
es efforts to establish a highly
skilled national workforce with
advanced digital and techno-
logical capabilities. This, in turn,
enhances productivity, boosts
market performance, and drives
sustainable development and
innovation in Qatar, supporting
the goal of a knowledge-based
economy outlined in Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030.

In turn, Director of Human
Resources at the Ministry of
Communications and Informa-
tion Technology, Abdullah Mo-
hammed al-Khalifa, remarked:
“The ‘Erada Programme’ is a
significant milestone in our min-
istry’s efforts to achieve one of
the key objectives of the Digital
Agenda 2030: training the na-
tional workforce with advanced
digital skills.”

Al-Khalifa added that the
‘Erada Programme’ seeks to
empower the national work-
force to gain advanced exper-
tise in areas such as artificial
intelligence and cloud comput -
ing. He also said that this col-
laboration among the Ministry
of Communications and Infor-
mation Technology, the Min-
istry of Labour, and Microsoft
reflects their commitment to
developing human capital and
creating quality opportunities
that contribute to enhancing
the competitiveness of the na-
tional workforce in the com-
munications and information
technology sector. (QNA)

Fanar to
introduce

Muslims to

Int’l conference onreligious freedom
and peacemaking begins in Doha today

Under the patronage of HE the Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed

bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani, the Doha
International Center for Interfaith Dialogue

(DICID), in collaboration with the Multi-Faith
Neighbors Network (MFNN), will hold the upcoming
international conference titled “From Religious
Freedom to Religious Responsibility: Peacemaking in
a Destabilised World”.

The event will take place in Doha, Qatar, from
February 18-20, 2025. Building on the success of

last year’s conference, “From Religious Freedom to
Religious Responsibility: Building Communities of
Advocacy and Action”, this year’s edition takes a
crucial step forward by focusing on peacemaking.
The conference will explore the intersection between
religious freedom and the collective responsibility of
faith communities in fostering peace amidst global
instability.

In a statement to Qatar News Agency (QNA),
Chairman of DICID Prof Ibrahim bin Saleh al-Naimi
emphasised the conference’s alignment with DICID’s
mission and vision. “At a time when the world

faces unprecedented challenges, DICID remains
committed to promoting dialogue, coexistence, and
mutual respect. “This conference is an extension of
our efforts to ensure that religious freedom is not
just a right but a responsibility towards building
sustainable peace,” he added.

He noted that the conference seeks to explore the role
of religions in conflict resolution, promote peace, and
emphasises religious responsibility in an increasingly
challenging world. The conference aims to strengthen
interfaith dialogue highlighting the role of religions in
fostering peace and coexistence; discuss successful
conflict resolution models; explore ways to enhance
peace initiatives; analyse challenges in peacebuilding;
highlight the role of humanitarian organisations in
peace efforts, he added.

Attendees will engage in discussions on religious
pluralism, human rights, and legislative perspectives,
exchanging best practices and strategies for
fostering interfaith collaboration. With its strong
focus on actionable outcomes, the conference aims
to translate discussions into tangible initiatives that
promote lasting peace, he said. (QNA)

Public Announcement

virtues of
fasting

bid submission date if separately mentioned / notified) will not be accepted. Local companies that have been established for
less than 2 years are exempted from this requirement.
For further details, please visit ICV portal (https://icv.qa/en-US).

To all Ships, Fishermen and Mariners

Seismic Survey Acquisition by Vessels AOS Glory, Stanford Hawk, GMS Apollo, Voyager
Explorer, BGP Honor, and Safa Searcher

Seismic Survey Works Offshore Qatar from 27™ November 2024 — 27" November 2025
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(i) Deadline for Pursuant to and under directives from the Dep 1t of s Affairs & F ion, Ministry of Transport,
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S| Tender Reference and Inf tion & | (ii) Tender F é’ LI. ti (IV) Tender Closi he .Shelk.h Abdul to perform Ocean Bottom Node Seismic Survey Works with Vessels AOS Glory, Stanford Hawk, GMS Apollo,
No. Description nformation (") enaer ree ublication Bond osmg lah bin Zaid Al Mah- Voyager Explorer, BGP Honor, and Safa Searcher in the locations bound by the coordinates shown in the diagram
Interest for on ARIBA Date moud Islamic Cultural below.
Bidding Center (Fanar) has tailored an S e o T e )
education programme tO in' es5els, Manners ar ishermen are expected to keep clear of the survey locations during the operations.
- P04-01- th ;
RFQ: P04-01-147 QAR 27" Mar tl:Oduce Y Mus}lms to the QatarEnergy LNG takes no responsibility for any loss or damage caused fo outside parties in association with this
) QAR 1000. 23 Feb SOO,QOO. 00 2025 virtues of fasting. operation, following publication of this natice.
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(bocuremen(@0apeocomaa) ndcaing company name, address, wephone, ficial Emal ol set by th deadine ’ 4|56 leai] st s anae | R
O a il y ] a i J 3 o { " o ' " .:
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any QNB branch latest by 20 February 2025. cultural and cognitive needs Lok gk e &

iv.  Tender link will be sent via email notification from ARIBA system to the confirmed bidders. Tender Document will be

of new reverts, strengthen
accessible only after attaching the evidence of the tender fee payment in ARIBA by the bidder followed by Qapco

their connection to Islam,

approval. q B 3
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the bid submission. during the holy month of 1
vi.  Tender Bond (Bank Guarantee): Original tender bond must be submitted by hand to the following address latest by the Ramadan. u:,’@ B g
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a series of lectures in Eng- - |
Qatar Petrochemical Company (QAPCO) Q.PJS.C. lish, Hindi and Filipino, >
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that focuses on the basics of
Islam and advanced levels
that delve deeper into the
provisions of Islamic law.

(QNA)

Note: Bidders who are not registered in QAPCO are requested to complete the supplier registration process during the
tendering period (Detailed steps about ARIBA registration can be accessed via QAPCO website www.qapco.com,

For more information about QAPCO please visit our website: www.qapco.com
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QIB launches Qard Hassan
for Retirees initiative

atar Islamic Bank (QIB)

has announced the

launch of the Qard Has-
san etirees initiative, a new
financing product designed ex-
clusively for retirees.

Developed in collaboration
with the General Retirement
and Social Insurance Authority
(GRSIA), the initiative reflects
QIB’s commitment to support-
ing the financial well-being of
retired individuals by providing
them with access to profit-free
financing in line with Sharia
principles.

With ‘Qard Hassan) eligible
retirees can apply for financing
up to five times their monthly
pension, up to QR300,000.

The financing is available for
a tenure of up to 60 months, of-
fering retirees flexibility in man-
aging their financial needs.

QIB ‘Qard Hassan’ ensures
that retirees can access funds
without incurring any addi-
tional costs, reinforcing QIB’s
dedication to providing respon-
sible and inclusive financial so-
lutions.

Retirees can benefit from the
financing initiative twice, pro-

cial support when needed. No
Takaful insurance is required
as part of the financing terms,
making the process more ac-
cessible and convenient for ap-
plicants. To apply, retirees must
submit a completed ‘Qard Has-
san’ application form, a recent
retirement pension certificate,
and a valid Qatar ID.

D Anand, general manager of
QIB Personal Banking Group,
said: “We are pleased to col-
laborate with GRSIA in their
initiative supporting the finan-
cial well-being of retired in-

dividuals. The launch of Qard
Hassan for Retirees highlights
QIB’s commitment to cater to
the evolving needs of this seg-
ment in line with the bank’s so-
cial responsibility. Through this
partnership, QIB ensures that
retirees have access to sustain-
able and transparent financial
support, enhancing their finan-
cial security”

Retirees interested in ap-
plying for ‘Qard Hassan’ can
visit QIB’s official website or
their nearest QIB branch for fur-

Qatar takes part in
GCC tourism meeting

atar participated in the

9th meeting of the min-

isters responsible for
tour in the Gulf Co-opera-
tion Council (GCC) countries
yesterday in Kuwait, Qatar Tour-
ism (QT) has said.

The meeting explored ways to
enhance tourism co-operation
among member states and sup-
port regional integration in this
vital sector. The Qatari delega-
tion was led by QT chairman HE
Saad bin Ali al-Kharji.

The meeting discussed the
potential for further tourism
collaboration among Gulf states
through specialised discus-
sion sessions, which examined
prospects for tourism integra-
tion, mechanisms for unifying
regional promotional efforts,
and enhanced co-operation in
organising joint events and ini-
tiatives.

During the meeting, Al Ain
was announced as the Gulf Tour-
ism Capital for 2025, in recogni-
tion of its rich tourism offerings,
including natural, cultural, and
heritage assets that reflect the

Kviding them with crucial finan-

ther details. J

region’s diversity.

Qatari delegation at the 9th GCC ministerial meeting for tourism

officials yesterday.

Additionally, the establish-
ment of GCC Tourism Day on
January 20 each year was ap-
proved, providing an annual oc-
casion to highlight the achieve-
ments of the Gulf tourism sector

and showcase leading projects
and initiatives.

At the conclusion of the meet -
ing, it was agreed that the next
ministerial meeting will take
place in April 2026 in the UAE.

Ministry of Labour participates in QF Career Fair

he Ministry of Labour, rep-
I resented by its Department
of Qualifying and Skills De-
velopment, participated yesterday
inthe Career Fair organised by Qa-
tar Foundation (QF) at Education
City. The event aimed to enhance
engagement with Qatari graduates
and the children of Qatari women
seeking employment in the pri-
vate sector, introducing them to
the training and qualification pro-
grammes and initiatives offered by
the ministry. The fair featured the
participation of 110 leading insti-
tutions and companies providing
direct employment opportunities
for graduates.

The ministry’s participation
in the fair, held on Feb 16-17,
was part of its ongoing efforts to
raise awareness among gradu-
ates about in-demand academic
specialisations and guide them
towards career paths that align
with their qualifications, skills,
and professional aspirations. This
initiative aligns with the Third
National Development Strategy
(2024-2030), which seeks to de-
velop a highly skilled and com-
petitive national workforce while
enhancing the productivity of the
private sector.

At its pavilion, the depart-
ment provided an overview of

the workshops, initiatives, pro-
grammes, and training courses
available to support Qatari grad-
uates entering the labour market.
The objective is to help students
select academic specialisations
that meet market demands and
equip graduates with the neces-
sary skills to compete for oppor-
tunities across various economic
sectors.

The fair also featured strong
participation from several pres-
tigious Qatar Foundation uni-
versities, offering graduates a
platform to explore career op-
portunities and engage in direct
job interviews with prospective

employers from the private sec-
tor.

The ministry’s participa-
tion in this career fair reflects its
commitment to supporting job-
seeking graduates both Qataris
and children of Qatari women by
empowering them to integrate
successfully into the workforce.
This initiative contributes to in-
creasing the presence of the na-
tional workforce in the private
sector, in line with the country’s
sustainable development goals,
the national localisation plan,
and the Human Development Pil-
lar of Qatar National Vision 2030.
(QNA)

VCUarts Qatar Interior Design Student Theses accepted by the
US-based Environmental Design Research Association (EDRA)

The designs, proposed by two recent graduates during their final year at the QF partner university, address issues such as digital dependency and obesity.

ever have the ramifications of
| \. | lifestyle on the mental and physical
health of children and young adults

been in the news as it is now.

The negative effects of consuming
highly processed food, lack of physical
activity, and digital dependency, especially
among children, are studied and reported
by experts ranging from pediatricians,
psychiatrists, psychologists, dieticians and
population health experts to policymakers,
counselors and educators.

In this context, and considering that
children spend most of their time at home
or in school until their early teens, ways to
promote healthy lifestyles have become a
necessity rather than a nice-to-have when
it comes to designing spaces they frequent.

Two BFA interior design graduates
from VCUarts Qatar - Gowri Maelathil
and Shahd Alkaabi - have been doing just
that. During their final year of study at the
University from 2023 to 2024, they chose
to focus on designs that enhance physical
activity and movement among children.
The graduates’ theses were part of their
capstone projects during their senior year.

Thesignificanceanduniversalapplication
of their research were highlighted recently
when their proposals were accepted by the
US-based Environmental Design Research
Association (EDRA) last year.

EDRA is an international,
interdisciplinary organization that aims to
advance and disseminate research, teaching,
and practice to improve an understanding of
the relationships among people, their built
environments, and natural ecosystems.

Minimizing digital dependency

Gowri  Maelathil’s project, titled
‘Analogue Orchard: A multi-sensory and
interactive Primary school in Australia’
asked the question, “To What Extent Does
Technology Usage in Primary Education
Impact the Cognitive Development of
Primary Children in Australia?”

The inspiration for the theses came
from a visit to Australia in the summer of
2023.

She says, “While visiting family and
friends, I noticed that most children were
addicted to digital devices. One particular
instance that got me thinking was when
I asked a child what she did after school,
and she said she watches shows and plays
games on her iPad. Nowhere in this six-
year-old’s reply did I hear ‘going outside’
or ‘playing with friends.’

“I realized that
awareness of digital dependency, it is still
a rising issue worldwide. Further research
revealed that Australia is one of the top
countries in terms of access and integration
of technology within schools and homes.”

For her research, she conducted three

despite increasing

interviews with experts in Australia,
including Dr. Kimberly O’Brien, a top child
psychologist, Professor Wesley Imms at the
University of Melbourne, who is a member
of LEaRN (Learning Environments Applied
Research Network), and a school teacher.

To reduce the appeal and dominance of
technology, Maelethil says children need
better-designed learning environments to
keep them engaged, excited, and energetic.
Such interiors, she says, would also support

children’s cognitive development, including
creativity, critical thinking skills, memory,
communication, empathy, etc.

Maelethil proposed a design that
incorporated specific layouts and furniture
and supported children’s cognitive
development, including creativity, critical
thinking skills, memory, communication,
empathy, etc.

She explains, “If children have to use the
same uncomfortable chair for seven hours
a day, they are bound to turn to technology
as a fun escape. Hence, I preferred furniture
that offered ergonomic variety such as bean
bags, group modular seating, armchairs,
irregularly formed seats, etc., giving children
the power of choice and allowing them to
change their seats when they want to.”

She also designed a free exploration space
where the layout is divided into different
zones in relation to the various subjects in
the curriculum, guiding children’s learning.
Here, according to her, children can learn
through play, acquiring core developmental
skills such as curiosity, creativity, exploring
independently, communicating, and
problem-solving as they interact with other
children.

Colors were chosen to complement the
function of each space, with warm colors
used to boost activity, and cool colors to foster
concentration. The overall aim was that
children should draw stimulation from the
space they are in rather than from technology.

She sums up, “I came up with interior
design options that can be implemented in
any school, worldwide. Such designs may be
cost-effective as well, as they would reduce
investment in technology.”

- 0 R % e |

Combatting obesity through design

The rising rate of childhood obesity has
proven to be a concern worldwide, with
it being linked to adult health problems
such as hypertension, diabetes, metabolic
abnormalities, cardiovascular risks, and
psychological difficulties.

In Qatar, it has been established that
around 75% of schoolchildren fail to meet
age-appropriate levels of physical activity,
with over half of all school-aged children
deemed to be overweight or obese.

Shahd Alkaabi, a Qatari, decided to do
something about this. In her final-year thesis
titled ‘Childhood Obesity, she explored
interior layouts that promote physical activity.

Her research process unearthed several
findings - some unexpected. One notable

discovery was the significant influence of
cultural and societal norms on children’s
eating habits and physical activity levels.
Additionally, Alkaabi was surprised by the
disparities in access to healthy food options
and recreational facilities among various
socioeconomic groups within the country.

Alkaabi says, “My findings highlighted the
complex interplay between environmental
factors and health outcomes, emphasizing
the need for targeted interventions to address
childhood obesity effectively. At the same
time, they underscored the importance of
designs in enhancing a population’s health.”

Alkaabi conducted in peer-reviewed
journals and child psychology. She applied
the concept of kinetic design to spaces and
accessories, such as furniture, with the aim
of enhancing movement among children. For
instance, she incorporated problem-solving
components into some of the furniture,
keeping the wuser engaged and active,
physically and mentally. For her color palette,
she chose hues of purple and blue.

She says, “This design can be adapted to
various settings, including residential homes,
schools, community centers, and public
spaces like parks and recreational areas.
In residential settings, such designs can be
integrated into new construction projects or
incorporated into renovations to promote
healthier lifestyles for families.

“In educational settings, interior designers
can collaborate with school administrators to
create environments that support physical
activity and well-being among students.
Similarly, community centers and public
spaces can benefit from design interventions
that encourage active living and social
interaction.”
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By Tawfik Lamari
Staff Reporter

1 Faisal without Borders Founda-
Ation (Alf) held an awards ceremo-

ny to honour the winning school
teams in the 10th edition of the Desti-
nation Imagination programme 2024/25
academic year.

The programme, implemented by the
Alf Foundation in partnership with the
Ministry of Education and Higher Educa-
tion (MoEHE), has been running in public
and private schools across Qatar for the
past decade.

In his opening speech, Alf chairman
HE Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim al-Thani
“expressed his delight at attending the
ceremony to recognise the outstanding
school teams that participated in the 10th
edition of Destination Imagination”.

Participants from the
Hind bint Abi Sofiane
Girls Secondary School
with officials.

Right: HE Sheikh Faisal
bin Qassim al-Thani with
other dignitaries at the
ceremony.

Left: Participants from
the Qatar Science and
Technology Secondary
School for Boys with
officials.

Alf honours winners of 10th
‘Destination Imagination’

He emphasised the Alf Foundation’s
commitment to delivering innovative
programmes that foster the development
of students’ skills across all age groups.

HE Sheikh Faisal highlighted that the
participation of international teams in
this year’s regional championship is a
testament to the programme’s success
and Qatar’s excellence in its implementa-
tion.

He also extended his gratitude to the
MoEHE for its continued support over
the years, Qatar University for hosting
the national championship for the third
consecutive year, and all participating
schools for their dedication.

Alf Foundation general manager en-
gineer Abdullatif Ali al-Yafei “reiter-
ated the foundation’s vision of leadership
through programmes that enrich Qatari
culture and share its rich heritage with
the world”.

Participants from the Omar Bin Al-Khattab Model School for Boys with officials.

He noted that Destination Imagina-
tion is an internationally recognised pro-
gramme implemented in over 30 coun-
tries and more than 50 US states.

Over the past nine years, it has impact -
ed more than 30,000 students in Qatar’s
public and private schools.

For the 2024/25 edition, 104 public and
private schools participated, forming 222
teams with nearly 2,000 students from
various academic levels.

This year also saw participation of
student teams from Poland, competing
alongside Qatar school and university
teams in a special Destination Imagina-
tion challenge.

The local championship, held on Feb-
ruary 14-15 at Qatar University’s College

of Education, showcased the remarkable
creativity and innovation of participating
students.

Al-Yafei highlighted the programme’s
role in integrating non-traditional learn-
ing methods into school activities, help-
ing students develop critical thinking and
problem-solving skills.

He also noted that Destination Imagi-
nation serves as a platform to highlight
Qatar’s rich culture and showcase stu-
dents’ talents to more than 10,000 global
participants in the programme’s interna-
tional championship, set to take place in
May in Kansas, US.

Al-Yafei extended his deep apprecia-
tion to HE Sheikh Faisal for his unwaver-
ing support, to HE the Minister of Educa-

tion and Higher Education Lolwah bint
Rashid bin Mohammed AlKhater for her
continued endorsement of the Alf Foun-
dation’s programmes, and to Qatar Uni-
versity president Dr Omar bin Moham-
med al-Ansari for hosting the national
championship.

Gratitude was also expressed to the
judges, volunteers, and Alf Foundation
staff for their contributions.

During her address, Maha Zayed al-
Qaqa al-Ruwaili, the assistant undersec-
retary for educational affairs at the MoE-
HE, “emphasised the significance of this
achievement, recognising the dedication
of students in striving for excellence”

She reaffirmed the ministry’s vision
of “A Pioneering Learner for Sustain-
able Development”, which aims to create
an integrated educational environment
that nurtures leadership, entrepreneurial
thinking, and innovation, equipping stu-
dents to make well-informed decisions
and tackle future challenges.

Al-Ruwaili further noted that Desti-
nation Imagination aligns with this vi-
sion by fostering communication skills,
creativity, and critical thinking, prepar-
ing students to navigate an ever-evolving
world with confidence and competence.

School team leaders praised the pro-
gramme for its impact on students, par-
ticularly in enhancing teamwork, imagi-
nation, and innovation.

Qatar Charity supported over

700,000 in Sudan last year

atar Charity (QC) projects

supported 736,400 war-

affected people in Sudan
throt®Tout 2024, a statement said
yesterday.

Throughout the year, the QC
launched a series of impactful hu-
manitarian projects, significantly
aiding displaced families and com-
munities affected by the war.

These projects focused on al-
leviating the severity of the ongo-
ing crisis, particularly in areas like
food security, health sector sup-

port, and assistance to the most
vulnerable groups in Sudan.

In 2024, the QC launched one
of its largest food security projects
to date, distributing 50,000 food
baskets to families affected by the
war.

It was funded by the Qatar Fund
for Development (QFFD).

Qatar Charity field teams deliv-
ered food assistance to the most
impacted states, such as Khar-
toum, Al Jazirah, Sennar, Gedaref,
Kassala, the Red Sea, Nile, White

Nile, and Northern States.

Approximately 300,000 people,
including displaced persons and
host communities, benefitted from
this food security project last year.

As part of its emergency medical
supplies project, the QC provided
essential medications for kidney
dialysis patients, cancer patients,
and blood bank services.

Supported by the QFFD, the QC
distributed 70% of the received
medical aid to regions in dire need
of these supplies.

More than 7,000 people directly
and indirectly benefited from the
project in shelters such as Al-Mir-
ganiya, Al-Suraybah, Al-Karmata,
Biryay, and Tarawa.

The project included waste
management campaigns, training
for shelter staff on water chlorina-
tion, and workshops on disease
prevention for displaced families.

In addition to providing 60
tonnes of medicines, laboratory
consumables, and blood bags, the
QC also supported health workers,

administrative staff, and patients
at hospitals such as Al-Jikeeka in
the Nile State and Bar Al-Walideen
in the Karri locality of Khartoum
state.

In collaboration with the Inter-

national Organisation for Migra-
tion (IOM), the QC also launched
an emergency response project to
address the devastating impacts of
floods and extreme heat in eastern
Sudan.

vided by the institute.

graduates.

flects its successes since its launch.

advancing Arab societies. - QNA

anniversary with events attended by leaders, deans, faculty
members, and administrative staff of the institute.

The DI held its first activities on the occasion, with the participation
of a group of its graduates who shared their success stories with their
fellow students, with the aim of shedding light on their experiences and
the extent to which they benefited from the academic programmes pro-

DIpresident Dr Abdelwahab El Affendi noted that the institute’s 10th
anniversary celebrations began by highlighting the success stories of its

The dean of Student Affairs at the DI, Dr Ibrahim Fraihat, stressed
that the 10th anniversary of the DI is an important milestone that re-

The Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, which was established in
Qatar in 2015 as an independent academic institution, seeks to qualify
a generation of researchers and professionals capable of contributing to
the production of knowledge, achieving sustainable development, and

The Doha Institute for Graduate Studies (DI) celebrated its 10th '

Doha Institute for Graduate Studies celebrates 10th anniversary
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PHCC promotes
community
engagement
and wellness

he Primary Health Care Corporation
(PHCC) took part in the Qatar National

Sport Day (NSD) activities through col-
laboration and partnerships with various min-
istries, institutions, and public and private en-
tities across the country.

Awareness booths were set up, staffed by
medical professionals, nurses, and nutrition
specialists, offering vital health screenings
and measuring key health indicators.

Additionally, specialised staff provided
guidance on the importance of exercise and
maintaining a balanced lifestyle to prevent
chronic diseases.

The PHCC activities included collaboration
with the Ministry of Education and Higher
Education at the Old Doha Port, where the
PHCC deployed a nursing team to conduct
vital health screenings, alongside a nutrition
specialist offering health advice.

The PHCC also partnered with Al Gharafa

Sports Club, providing nursing staff for health
assessments, further promoting health aware-
ness among athletes.

The PHCC'’s participation extended to Al
Khor Primary School for Girls, where a health
educator delivered alecture on the importance
of a healthy lifestyle.

The corporation was also present at Qatar
National Library (QNL)’s activities, where
wellness management staff, a fitness special-
ist, and a health coach provided guidance on
enhancing physical activity.

Additionally, the PHCC participated in

events organised by the Qatar Sports for All
Federation at Aspire Academy, where nurs-
ing and nutrition specialists conducted health
screenings and assessments for attendees.

The corporation also collaborated with Al
Ahli Sports Club to provide specialised nurs-
ing staff for vital health checks for athletes and
participants.

All 31 PHCC-affiliated health centres cel-
ebrated the NSD by organising various sports,
educational, and awareness activities for
medical and administrative staff as well as
visitors.

Qur’an learning centre sports
contest winners honoure

he Ministry of En-
I dowments (Awqaf)
and Islamic Affairs’
Department of Religious
Call and Guidance has hon-
oured the winners of the
annual sport tournament
that was held for students
of the Holy Qur’an learning
centres.

The event was held at the
ministry’s playgrounds in
the Abu Hamour on December 22-31, with the participation of 16 teams
in the 13-15 age category.

The tournament culminated in the team of Aisha bint Abi Bakr clinch-
ing the championship title
after defeating Al Kisai team
in the final face-off.

The department high-
lighted that the event was in-
tended to enhance awareness,
promote Islamic values, hone
students’ skills and dedicate
a competitive environment
to “turbocharge” them with
beneficial sporting energies.
- QNA




N
Fauh

\  dulaill Ayl doile dpaau

\

_

Asma al-Thani (third from right), Ooredoo Qatar’s latest official Brand Ambassador, is joined by Ooredoo
Qatar CEO Sheikh Ali bin Jabor bin Mohammad al-Thani, Ooredoo Qatar senior director of Marketing
Communications Sabah Rabiah al-Kuwari, and other dignitaries during a press conference yesterday.

PICTURE: Thajudheen

Ooredoo Qatar names
Asma al-Thani as
brand ambassador

Qatar Boat Show second
edition from Nov 5-8

tion in 2024, Old Doha Port announced that
the Qatar Boat Show 2025 will take place from
November 5-8.

“We are immensely proud of what we achieved
with the inaugural Qatar Boat Show 2024. This year,
we are raising the bar further;” Organising Commit-
tee chairman and Old Doha Port CEO Mohamed Ab-
dulla al-Mulla said in a press statement.

The Qatar Boat Show 2024 attracted more than
23,500 visitors from more than 90 countries and
featured 495 brands.

Spread across more than 250,000sq m at Old Doha
Port, the show brought together exhibitors from 11
countries.

A total of 74 boats were showcased, with Qatar’s
pristine waters hosting the world launches of 20
boats and welcoming 22 boats for their first appear-
ance in the country.

Based on the surveys conducted during the exhi-
bition and after the inaugural edition, 64% of trade
visitors and maritime specialists and 82.3% of all
visitors expressed intent to return this November.
The exhibition cemented Qatar’s status as a global
leader in maritime innovation and luxury.

With yacht sales exceeding expectations, Old

Building on the success of the inaugural edi-
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The Qatar Boat Show 2024 attracted over 23,500
visitors from more than 90 countries and featured
495 brands.

Doha Port noted that the show’s growing signifi-
cance to the global maritime industry was clear, as
it provided exceptional opportunities for business
networking and building relationships.

Attendees of the second edition of Qatar Boat
Show can look forward to an unparalleled experience
at Qatar’s premier marina, which boasts over 450
berths, Qatar’s largest superyacht dock, and state-
of-the-art marine facilities.

-

oredoo announced yes-
O terday that Asma al-Thani

is the company’s official
Brand Ambassador as part of its
enduring commitment to con-
necting the community to inspira-
tional voices and stories.

The announcement was made
in the presence of Sheikh Ali bin
Jabor bin Mohammad al-Thani,
CEO of Ooredoo Qatar, along with
industry leaders.

Asma al-Thani, a pioneer in
global exploration, is on a historic
mission to become the first Arab
— male or female — to conquer
both the Explorers Grand Slam
and all 14 of the world’s 8,000m
peaks. Her ambitious journey, ‘Be-
yond Boundaries} is metaphori-
cally similar to Ooredoo’s vision
of pushing limits, embracing chal-
lenges, and connecting people.

Sheikh Ali, said: “At Ooredoo,
we proudly champion ambi-
tion, resilience, and leaders in
our community. Asma al-Thani’s
extraordinary journey is a testa-

ment to the power of persever-
ance and an inspiration to both
Qatar and the wider Arab World.
Just as we empower people
through digital transformation
and innovation, we are honoured
to support Asma and women eve-
rywhere in reaching new heights.
Her success will undoubtedly
pave the way for future gen-
erations, and we look forward to
celebrating her achievements as
a role model for aspiring female
leaders worldwide”

As a brand ambassador, Asma
al-Thani will collaborate with
Ooredoo to engage audiences
through a series of storytelling
initiatives, digital activations, and
community-driven programmes.
Her journey will be closely fol-
lowed through Ooredoo’s plat-
forms, bringing followers exclusive
behind-the-scenes insights into
her expeditions, training, and the
mindset required to achieve such
remarkable feats of endurance.

Asma al-Thani, said: “Beyond

Boundaries is more than just climb-
ing mountains — it’s about proving
that no dream is too big if you have
the courage to pursue it. Ooredoo
has always been a brand that pushes
boundaries in connectivity and in-
novation, and I'm thrilled to partner
with them on this journey. Together,
we can inspire the next generation to
believe in their potential, embrace
challenges, and become the best
they canbe”

Sabah Rabiah al-Kuwari, sen-
ior director of Marketing Com-
munications at Ooredoo Qatar,
added: “Asma al-Thani’s journey
is a powerful reminder that no goal
is too ambitious and no challenge
too great when met with courage
and perseverance. At Ooredoo, we
are committed to supporting those
who lead by example. Through
this partnership, we aim to fuel
the spirit of ambition, connectiv-
ity, and empowerment — values
that define both Asma’s expedition
and Ooredoo’s mission to improve
lives”

Philippines embassy takes
part in Agriteq 2025
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Abu Sidra Mall, LuLu
Hypermarket announce

Ramadan Souq

Abu Sidra Mall, in collaboration with LuLu
Hypermarket, has launched the Ramadan Souq,
a special shopping event designed to cater to
customers preparing for the holy month.
Taking place until March 10, this exclusive market
will offer incredible deals on a wide range of
Ramadan essentials — from groceries to home
décor and electronics, a statement said yesterday.
“As families across Qatar prepare for the holy
month, the Ramadan Souq at Abu Sidra Mall
will serve as a one-stop shopping destination,
ensuring customers find everything they need at

unbeatable prices.

“Shoppers can look forward to groceries and
pantry staples, elegant crockery and home

Mall.

décor, exclusive deals on electronics and special out.

promotions and discounts across multiple other

categories.”

“We are delighted to host the Ramadan Souq in
partnership with LuLu Hypermarket, offering
customers a convenient and rewarding shopping
experience for all their Ramadan needs,” said
Harun Kadri, leasing & mall manager at Abu Sidra

“With a variety of essential products and exciting
deals, we aim to make Ramadan shopping easier,
more affordable, and more enjoyable for everyone.”
The Ramadan Souq will be located at the

main atrium of Abu Sidra Mall, providing

a welcoming and festive atmosphere for
shoppers throughout the event. Customers are
encouraged to visit early and take advantage
of the exclusive discounts before stocks run

For more information, follow @abusidramall on
social media or visit abusidramall.com

Mardomel Celo D Melicor and Cassandra B Sawadjaan at Agriteq 2025.

12th Qatar International Agricultural Exhibi-
tion (AgriteQ), held earlier this month at Katara
Cultural Village.

Ambassador Mardomel Celo D Melicor, along with
consul general and first secretary Cassandra B Sawad-
jaan, led the opening of the Philippine booth.

According to the embassy, the booth featured pre-

The Philippine embassy in Doha took part in the

e ol i il il Ul
[ 95 N= B N R

mium agricultural products, innovative farming solu-
tions, and top travel destinations, providing visitors a
glimpse of the rich trade and tourism opportunities in
the Philippines.

Through its participation in AgriteQ, the embassy
said it aims to strengthen bilateral trade, promote in-
vestment opportunities, and enhance economic co-

operation with Qatar.

Msheireb Properties announces Innovation in Design Awards

sheireb  Properties
has announced the
2025 Innovation in

Design Awards, recognising
innovative work in architec-
ture, sustainability, and urban
development, in partnership
with Fast Company Middle
East.

“By expanding the award
categories for our second sea-
son, we want to inspire even

more trailblazers who are re-
defining the future of urban
living” Msheireb Properties
CEO, Eng Ali Mohammed al-
Kuwari, said in a press state-
ment.

This year’s winners will once
again be crowned during the
official awards ceremony on
the sidelines of the Innovation
by Design Summit on May 21 at
Msheireb Downtown Doha.

“By expanding the
award categories for
our second season, we
want to inspire even
more trailblazers who
areredefining the
future of urban living”

Last year’s winners includ-
ed global brand consultancy
Landor for human-centric
design, cardiac diagnos-

tic technology innovator Dr
Mario Garcia for technology-
powered design, MAD Archi-
tects for sustainable design,
and Pandora for luxury and
lifestyle design.

Entries for the 2025 awards
are now open to designers, ar-
chitects, and innovators from
around the world. Winners
will be selected based on crite-
ria such as replicability, design

thinking, and audience impact
at individual, community, and
global levels.

The expanded award cate-
gories for 2025 include: Archi-
tecture and Urban Planning,
Product and Packaging, Retail
and Experiential, Sustainable
Design, Technology-Driven
Design, Travel and Hospitality,
and Emerging Designer Middle
East.
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Trump's moves
shock Europe

They should not have been surprised. Yet European officials have
been left shocked and flat-footed by the Trump administration’s
moves on Ukraine, Russia and European defence in recent days.

At a major security conference in Munich at the weekend, there
was a sense of dismay and disbelief — and a whiff of panic — among
European delegates even as some tried to put a brave face on a
dizzying few days of declarations and diplomacy.

Chief among their fears: that they can no longer be sure of US
military protection and that US President Donald Trump will do
a Ukraine peace deal with Russian President Vladimir Putin that
undermines Kyiv and broader European security.

That concern was stoked by US Vice-President ] D Vance’s
conference speech, which mentioned Ukraine and European defence
only in passing and focused on accusing Europe of stifling free
speech and failing to manage migration.

European leaders declared they would have to take more
responsibility for their own defence, ramping up military spending
and arms production. But after years of such statements during
Trump’s first term in 2017-21, and after Russia’s 2022 invasion of
Ukraine, they have yet to agree on how to organise such an effort or
how to pay for it. They are also under US pressure to come up with
plans for security guarantees for Ukraine, which a group of leaders
discussed at a hastily arranged summit in Paris yesterday.

The Europeans’ fears of being sidelined were heightened by
Trump’s Ukraine envoy, retired Lieutenant General Keith Kellogg,
who declared on Saturday they would not be at the table for peace
talks - although their views would be taken into account.

Later in the day, it emerged that US and Russian officials will
meet in Saudi Arabia in the coming days to start talks aimed at
ending the war. US officials have insisted they will only settle
for a “durable” peace deal and Ukraine will be at the table. But,

meeting in Munich, a city
synonymous with the 1938
pact to let Nazi Germany
annex the Sudetenland
region of Czechoslovakia,
some European leaders at
the security conference

said openly they feared
appeasement was once again
on the agenda.

“As I stand here in Munich
tonight, I cannot help but
ask: Have we been here
before?” European foreign
policy chief Kaja Kallas said
on Saturday evening.

Polish Prime Minister
Donald Tusk chimed in

remotely on Sunday via X: “As a historian and politician the only
thing I can say today is: MUNICH. NEVER AGAIN.”

Europeans are reeling from a blizzard of Trump administration
moves in recent days, even as Washington has said it remains
committed to the Nato transatlantic alliance that has been the
bedrock of European security for 75 years.

On Wednesday, new US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth declared
at Nato headquarters that a peace deal would not include Nato
membership and it was unrealistic for Ukraine to return to its
borders pre-2014, when Russia annexed Crimea.

Hegseth also said “stark strategic realities” prevented the US
“from being primarily focused on the security of Europe”

Later that day, Trump said he had called Putin, gave an upbeat
assessment of the conversation and said peace talks would start
immediately. Trump’s action upended years of Western policy,
pursued by the Biden administration and European powers, of trying
to isolate Putin and insisting peace talks should only begin when
Ukraine was in a stronger position on the battlefield.

Many of these steps had been telegraphed by Trump in his
presidential election campaign and had strong echoes from his first
term, when he frequently criticised Nato and accused Europeans
of failing to spend enough on defence. But they have left European
leaders frantically playing catch-up. Having spent months debating
possible European security guarantees for Ukraine, they have been
pushed to act by an American diplomatic demand to detail what they
could provide. Two European leaders also called on Sunday for the
European Union to designate a special envoy for Ukraine peace talks
- several months after Trump named his own.

Still, many European officials expressed puzzlement as they tried
to discern whether the Trump administration had a detailed plan for
Ukraine and who the key players were.

Some drew hope from discussions with US officials behind the
scenes, which they said were more sober and constructive than the
blunt public remarks from Vance, Hegseth and others.

But others said they feared for the transatlantic alliance as a
whole, arguing the Trump administration was not just pursuing
different policies from Europe but was actively opposed to the
European political mainstream. — Reuters
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Elon Musk’s tactics frustrate
White House senior officials

By Alexandra Ulmer, Gram
Slattery and Nandita Bose

s tech billionaire
Elon Musk expands
his influence over
more than a dozen US
federal agencies, frustration is
growing among some top aides
to President Donald Trump, who
want more co-ordination from
Musk’s team as he slashes the US
government, according to four
people aware of the tensions.
Trump'’s chief of staff, Susie
Wiles, and her team have at
times felt out of the loop as
Musk’s so-called Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE)
seeks to fire thousands of federal
workers while accessing sensitive
data and disrupting operations,
the four people said. Wiles and
some of her top aides spoke to
Musk recently about the issues,
according to one of the sources.
Speaking to reporters at the
White House on Tuesday, Musk
projected alignment between
himself, his tight-knit group of
DOGE staffers and Trump. But
underlying tensions with some
White House officials highlight
potential difficulties for Trump
in balancing his core team with
Musk’s DOGE staff as they
upend agencies in a sweeping
restructuring that has challenged
congressional authority and
faced a series of lawsuits. In the
recent conversation, Wiles and
her staff delivered a message to
Musk: “We need to message all
this. We need to be looped in,’
according to the source familiar
with the encounter. Reuters was
not able to determine the specific
date they spoke or what, if any,
changes Musk made after that
conversation.
The source added that Trump
himself continued to speak
positively about Musk to donors

and others. Musk did not respond
to arequest for comment.

The White House declined

to comment. An official with
knowledge of the matter pushed
back at the sources’ description
of tensions, saying initial
“operational hiccups” had been
smoothed out.

Musk sends reports to Wiles
at the end of each day and they
speak by phone almost every day,
the official said. The official added
that it was Musk’s idea to speak
with reporters on Tuesday at the
Oval Office with his four-year-old
son by his side. “He showed up
with his kid. We rolled with it,”
the official said.

On Tuesday, Trump issued an
executive order that expanded
Musk’s power over the federal
bureaucracy, requiring federal
agencies to work with DOGE to
make large workforce reductions
and limit hiring. The order calls
for DOGE to station a “team
lead” at every government
agency who will oversee all
hiring decisions. “This is a
unified team,” White House press
secretary Karoline Leavitt told
reporters on Wednesday. “Elon
Musk is serving at the pleasure
of the president, just like
everybody else on this team. He
takes directives directly from the
president of the United States.”

In a subsequent statement
to Reuters on Friday after this
story was published, Leavitt
said: “This story is complete BS
from unknown sources who have
no idea what they are talking
about.” At the Oval Office news
conference, with Trump beside
him, Musk defended his role as
an unelected official who has
been granted unprecedented
authority by the Republican
president to dismantle parts
of the US government. He told
reporters he speaks to Trump
nearly every day, saying his work

is in the interest of the public and
democracy.

“The people voted for major
government reform, and that’s
what people are going to get,”
said Musk. “All of our actions
are maximally transparent.”
DOGE, however, has operated
in deep secrecy. It has provided
almost no information on whom
it employs, where it is operating
or what actions it is taking inside
government agencies. It posts
little information about its work,
providing only dollar figures
for purported cuts in specific
agencies and little concrete detail.
It has stunned federal employees,
sending its members into at least
15 agencies and gaining access to
sensitive data.

As a “special government
employee’, Musk’s financial
disclosure filings will not be made
public, the White House has said.
One of the four sources said that
Wiles was not upset with Musk’s
efforts to dismantle government
agencies and downsize the
federal workforce, but rather
with his approach. Wiles, one
of the two managers of Trump’s
2024 election campaign, wants
Musk and DOGE to keep her
team informed and work in a
more orderly fashion, said the
source, who has direct knowledge
of the matter. “There is some
frustration, but it’s overblown to
say it’s a rift,” the source said.

The fourth source, an associate
of high-ranking White House
officials, described the friction
as more serious and said Wiles’
subordinates had expressed
discomfort over information that
Musk released on his social media
platform X before it had been
vetted by senior White House
staff. “They’re definitely finding
things out on Twitter.”

Concern over e-mails
One point of contention is

a series of e-mails that Musk
associates began sending out to
federal employees, including a
January 28 message offering two
million federal workers financial
incentives to quit. Wiles and her
team did not sign off on some of
those emails, according to one of
the four sources and a separate,
fifth, source close to Trump. To be
sure, many of Trump’s close allies
and White House aides appear to
revel in Musk’s uncompromising
style of governance. But his
backing is far from unanimous,
according to Reuters interviews.
Musk, the world’s richest person,
spent over a quarter of a billion
dollars to help Trump win last
year’s presidential election.

After Trump’s November
victory, Musk began to spend
extended periods of time with
Trump, who has called Musk
“fantastic” and praised DOGE
staffers as a group of “super
geniuses.” As chief of staff,
Wiles is one of Washington’s top
power brokers.

Under her management,
Trump'’s latest presidential
campaign was widely praised
as his most disciplined to date.
She has a reputation for being
self-effacing, turning down an
invitation from Trump to speak
to the crowd on the night he won
the election. Multiple White
House officials said they’ve never
heard her raise her voice. She is
often spotted by Trump’s side
while travelling on Air Force One.

On arecent trip to California,
when the cameras turned in her
direction, she moved away. Musk,
meanwhile, is known for his
intense, freewheeling approach to
work and his enthusiasm for the
limelight. He often posts dozens
of times a day on his social media
platform X, takes suggestions
from site users and touts his
propensity to work through the
weekend. - Reuters

US President Dbnald Trump speaks as Elon Musk carries his son on his shoulders in the Oval Office of the White House last week. (Reuters)
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Europe battles for unity at Paris emergency talks

AFP
Paris

overcome differences at emergency

Paris talks on responding to a shock
policy shift on the war in Ukraine by the
new US administration of Donald Trump,
as Germany bristled at suggestions troops
could be deployed.

With European policymakers still reeling
from US Vice-President ] D Vance’s with-
ering attack on the European Union at the
annual Munich Security Forum, key leaders
attended the meeting at the Elysee Palace
called at the last minute by President Em-
manuel Macron.

In the most concrete sign yet of the US
policy shift, Washington and Moscow’s top
diplomats yesterday were due to have the
first such face-to-face meeting since Rus-
siainvaded Ukraine in February 2022, a clear
sign that Trump wants to bring Russian
President Vladimir Putin in from the cold.

Facing one of their biggest challenges in
years, European leaders fear that Trump
wants to make peace with Russia in talks
that will not even involve Kyiv, let alone the
European Union.

They now need to weigh measures in-
cluding ramping up defence spending to be

Em‘opean leaders yesterday sought to

Delta plane flips on
landing at Toronto
airport, injuring 8

P

French President Emmanuel Macron welcomes British Prime Minter Keir Starmer
before the summit at The Elysee Presidential Palace in Paris yesterday. (AFP)

less dependent on the US, to sending troops
to Ukraine as peacekeepers when a ceasefire
is agreed. Macron held telephone talks with
Trump just before the summit, the French
presidency said. There was no joint state-
ment after the meeting or major announce-
ments, which participants said needed
to be left for forums like the EU or Nato.

“Everyone at this meeting is aware that
transatlantic relations, the Nato alliance
and our friendship with the United States
have entered a new phase. We all see that,’
Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk said. EU
commission chief Ursula von der Leyen said
“Ukraine deserves peace through strength”
and this should be “respectful of its inde-

pendence, sovereignty, territorial integrity,
with strong security guarantees.”

“Ready and willing,” was how Nato chief
Mark Rutte described Europe’s position af-
ter the meeting. “The details will need to be
decided but the commitment is clear” UK
Prime Minister Keir Starmer, aware of the
importance of London showing commit-
ment to European security after Brexit, said
he was “prepared to consider committing
British forces on the ground alongside oth-
ers if there is a lasting peace agreement”.

But he insisted Washington had to be in-
volved, saying: “There must be a US back-
stop, because a US security guarantee is the
only way to effectively deter Russia from at -
tacking Ukraine again?”

But after the talks German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz said that any debate now
on sending peacekeepers to Ukraine was
“completely premature” and “highly inap-
propriate” while the war is ongoing.

Scholz said he was “a little irritated”
about the debate “at the wrong time and on
the wrong topic”

Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen
said her government was “open-minded”
on the issue of troops but warned a key
question was if the United States was “going
to back up on Europe” if troops were sent.
Russia is “threatening all Europe now’, she
added, warning the US against attempts to

agree a “fast” ceasefire that would give Rus-
sia the chance to “to mobilise again, attack
Ukraine or another country in Europe”.

Macron has described Trump’s return
for a second term in the White House as an
“electroshock” but also warned against any
peace deal that could amount to “capitula-
tion” French newspaper Le Monde said the
rupture between Europe and the United
States was “historic’, but added that Europe
had to show its capacity to ensure its own
defence.

“European blindness came to an abrupt
end in Munich. From now on, the security
of the continent depends essentially on the
Europeans themselves, and on their ability
to maintain their unity;” it added.

The Paris talks come as Washington said
that Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Na-
tional Security Advisor Mike Waltz and
Special Envoy Steve Witkoff today would
meet a Russian delegation including Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov in Riyadh, ahead of a
future meeting between Trump and Putinin
the Saudi capital.

“There must be no division of security
and responsibility between Europe and the
United States,” Scholz said in Paris.

“Nato is based on us always acting to-
gether and sharing the risk, thereby guaran-
teeing our security. This must not be called
into question?”

Ukraine talks: Top Russia, US
officials to meet in Saudi today

AFP

Reuters
Toronto

Riyadh

Rubio, Saudi crown prince discuss Gaza

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman discussed
plans for Gaza during a meeting yesterday, State
Department spokesperson Tammy Bruce said.
Rubio is visiting the Middle East after President
Donald Trump infuriated the Arab world with a
proposal for the Palestinian residents of the war-
torn strip to be resettled in other Arab nations and
for the US to lead reconstruction of the enclave.
“The secretary underscored the importance of an
arrangement for Gaza that contributes to regional
security,” State Department spokesperson Tammy
Bruce said in a readout of the meeting between
Rubio and the crown prince.

The two also reaffirmed their commitment to the

ceasefire agreed last month between Israel and
Hamas and discussed Syria, Lebanon and the Red
Sea, Bruce said.

Saudi state news agency SPA said they discussed
regional and global developments and efforts to
achieve security and stability.

Rubio arrived in Saudi Arabia earlier in the day
from Israel where he began his first visit to the
region as the top US diplomat.

Rubio’s previously planned visit comes ahead of
an anticipated meeting between US officials with
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov that is set
to focus on ending the war in Ukraine and restoring
broader Russia-US ties. Neither side’s statement
mentioned discussions about Ukraine.

op US and Russian dip-
Tlomats will meet in Saudi
Arabia today for talks on
resetting the countries’ fractured

day and injured eight people, officials said, with CBC television
reporting the plane flipped on landing.

Video posted by News Channel3 Now showed a Delta Air Lines plane relations and making a tentative
belly up on a snow-covered tarmac, with people walking away from the start on trying to end the Ukraine
plane. war.

Of the eight injuries, one was critical and the rest were mild to mod- Both sides played down the
erate, Peel Regional Paramedic Services Supervisor Lawrence Saindon chances that the first high-level
said. meeting between the countries

Toronto’s Pearson Airport said it was aware of an incident involv- since Moscow invaded Ukraine
ing a Delta plane arriving from Minneapolis and that emergency teams in 2022 would result in a break-
were responding. through.

All passengers and crew were accounted for, the airport said in a Nevertheless, the very fact of

QI plane crashed at Toronto Pearson International Airport yester-

statement on X.

Representatives for Delta did not immediately respond to a request
for comment. “There is a plane crash. However, we don’t know the cir-
cumstances surrounding it at this point,” said Constable Sarah Patten

of the Peel Regional Police in Ontario.

“It is my understanding that most of the passengers are out and un-
harmed, but we’re still trying to make sure so we’re still on scene in-

vestigating” Patten said.

Toronto Pearson Airport’s website showed more than four dozen de-
layed flights leaving and arriving at the airport. The US Federal Avia-
tion Administration said there was a ground stop at the airport.

The Transportation Safety Board of Canada, the independent agen-
cy that investigates plane crashes, did not immediately respond to a

request for comment.

Indian court jails man for life in
rape, killing of Irish woman

An Indian court jailed a 31-year-old man for life yesterday following
the rape and murder of a young Irish woman in the tourist resort state

of Goa, nearly eight years after the crime.

The victim, whose hame cannot be disclosed under Indian law, was 28
when she visited Goa in March 2017 and befriended Vikat Bhagat, the

man convicted of the crime.

“Today, the court has given the final verdict, life imprisonment to

the accused,” investigating officer Filomeno Costa told the ANI news
agency, in which Reuters has a minority stake.

Her lawyer, Vikram Varma, said the body was discovered in a forested
area of Goa’s Palolem beach, bearing multiple injuries, including some

on her face.

“Nothing can compensate the loss of a child, but the sentence has
diluted the grief of the family,” Varma said in a statement to Reuters.
“It was a long battle of nearly eight years but justice has been done.”
Forensic reports confirmed the woman was raped and her face
smashed in with a beer bottle to frustrate efforts to identify her, the

lawyer said.

Bhagat’s lawyers asked the court to take a lenient view in handing
down the sentence, media reported. Reuters could not immediately

contact them.

India tightened laws on rape and set up fast-track special courts
after the brutal 2012 gang-rape of a young woman in a Delhi bus and
her murder shocked the country. But more than a decade later, the

picture is still grim.

Reuters investigations last year showed India had slashed its targeted
number of such courts to 790 by 2026, from 2,600 projected earlier.
Last month, a court handed a life sentence to a police volunteer
convicted of the rape and murder of a junior doctor at a hospital in

the eastern city of Kolkata.

the talks has triggered concern in
Kyiv and Europe — left reeling by
Washington’s dramatic diplomat-
ic moves towards the Kremlin.

Ukrainian  President  Volo-
dymyr Zelensky yesterday ac-
cused Washington of wanting “to
please” Russian President Vald-
imir Putin by “now saying things
that are very favourable” to him.

He previously revealed that
Kyiv had not been invited to the
discussions in Riyadh.

Meanwhile, European leaders
were gathering in Paris for emer-
gency talks on how to respond to
the radical pivot by the new US
administration.

Preparations for a possible
summit between presidents Don-
ald Trump and Putin are also set to
be on the agenda.

Trump is pushing for a swift
resolution to the three-year con-
flict in Ukraine, while Moscow
sees his outreach as a chance
to gain concessions on some of
its long-standing gripes about
Washington’s military presence in
Europe.

Zelensky said Kyiv “did not
know anything about” the talks
in Riyadh, according to Ukrainian
news agencies, and that it “cannot
recognise any things or any agree-
ments about us without us”

Moscow said ahead of the meet -
ing that Putin and Trump wanted
to move on from “abnormal rela-
tions” and that it saw no place for
Europeans to be at any negotiating
table.

Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov and senior Putin aide Yuri
Ushakov, who arrived in Riyadh
late yesterday according to im-
ages shown by the Rossiya 24 news
channel, will meet with US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio, Nation-
al Security Advisor Mike Waltz
and Special Envoy Steve Witkoff.

in Riyadh yesterday. (AFP)

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio (left) meets with Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Pesk-
ov told reporters that the talks
would be “primarily devoted to
restoring the whole complex of
Russian-American relations”,
alongside discussions on “possible
negotiations on a Ukrainian reso-
lution, and organising a meeting
between the two presidents”,

Moscow, which for years has
sought to roll back Nato’s pres-
ence in Europe, has made clear it
wants to hold bilateral talks with
the United States on a plethora of
broad security issues, not just a
possible Ukraine ceasefire.

Before invading in February
2022, Putin was demanding the
military alliance pull its troops,
equipment and bases out of several
eastern members that were under
Moscow’s sphere of influence dur-
ing the Cold War.

The prospects of any talks lead-
ing to an agreement to halt the
Ukraine fighting are unclear.

Both Moscow and Washington
have cast the meeting as the be-
ginning of a potentially lengthy
process.

“I don’t think that people
should view this as something that
is about details or moving forward
in some kind of a negotiation,” US
State Department spokesperson
Tammy Bruce said.

Russia’s Ushakov told state me-
dia that the talks would discuss
“how to start negotiations on
Ukraine?”

“The tasks are more or less clear
to us,” he added. Both Kyiv and
Moscow have ruled out territo-
rial concessions and Putin last year
demanded Ukraine withdraw its
troops from even more territory.

Zelensky will travel to Turkiye
today to discuss the conflict with
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
and then Saudi Arabia a day later.

He does not plan to hold talks
with either the US or Russian del-

egations, his spokesman said yes-
terday.

Zelensky said last week he was
prepared to meet Putin, but only
after Kyiv and its allies had a com-
mon position on ending the war.

As European leaders gathered
in Paris for an emergency security
summit, Russia’s Lavrov yesterday
said he saw no point in them taking
part in any Ukraine talks.

“I don’t know what they would
do at the negotiating table... if they
are going to sit at the negotiating
table with the aim of continuing
war, then why invite them there?)”
he told a press conference in Mos-
COW.

Germany yesterday said “direct
contact between the Americans
and the Russians is not a bad thing
if it is about finding a way to a du-
rable and lasting peace.”

Moscow heads into the Saudi
talks boosted by recent gains on
the battlefield.

Pope’s condition ‘complex’, hospital stay extended

Israel says committed to Trump
plan for Gaza displacement

AFP
Jerusalem

al to take over Gaza and displace its Palestinian resi-

dents. In a statement yesterday, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said he was “committed to US Presi-
dent Trump’s plan for the creation of a different Gaza”, also
promising that after the war, “there will be neither Hamas
nor the Palestinian Authority” ruling the territory.

The United States, Israel’s top ally and weapons suppli-
er, says it is open to alternative proposals from Arab gov-
ernments, but US Secretary of State Marco Rubio has said
for now, “the only plan is the Trump plan” The proposal

Israel expressed commitment yesterday to a US propos-

lacked detail but Trump said Palestinians had “lived a mis-
erable existence” in Gaza and suggested the coastal terri-
tory could become the “Riviera of the Middle East” follow-
ing redevelopment after more than 15 months of war.

The United States has also been pushing for a historic
deal in which Saudi Arabia would recognise Israel. In re-
turn, Riyadh demands the establishment of a Palestinian
state — long opposed by Israeli leaders and potentially in
contradiction to Trump’s Gaza plan.

Since the truce took effect on January 19, a total of 19
Israeli hostages have been released in exchange for more
than 1,000 Palestinian prisoners. Out of 251 people seized
in Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack on Israel, which sparked
the war, 70 remain in Gaza, including 35 the Israeli military
says are dead.

Pope Francis did some work during his
fourth day in hospital yesterday, but the
88-year-old faces a “complex clinical
picture” that will require a longer than
expected stay, the Vatican said.

The head of the Catholic Church was
admitted to Rome’s Gemelli hospital on
Friday with bronchitis, the latest of a series
of health issues in recent years.

In a statement earlier yesterday, the Vatican
said tests had confirmed “a polymicrobial
infection of the respiratory tract that has led
to a further change in treatment”.

“All the tests carried out until now are
indicative of a complex clinical picture that
will require adequate hospitalisation,” it
said.

In an early evening update, it said his clinical
condition was unchanged, he continued

to be fever-free and was continuing the
unspecified treatment.

“This morning he received the Eucharist and

subsequently dedicated himself to some
work and reading texts,” the update said.
“Pope Francis is touched by the numerous
messages of affection and closeness he
continues to receive,” it added.

After initially cancelling events through
yesterday, the Vatican said the pope’s
weekly Wednesday audience would not go
ahead either.

Vatican spokesman Matteo Bruni had earlier
told reporters that the pope was in “good
humour”, had rested well overnight, had
eaten breakfast and read the newspapers.
A source in the pope’s entourage had also
insisted there was no alarm within the
Vatican.

Francis was admitted after a “very busy” two
weeks, during which “he was weakened”,
the source told AFP, but added: “There is no
alarmism.”

A Vatican source told AFP the pope was
receiving oxygen.
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Amir on state visit to India
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani arrived
yesterday in New Delhi, on a state visit to India. His Highness the
Amir was welcomed upon arrival at Palam Air Base by Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Minister of External Affairs Dr Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar, Qatar’s ambassador in New Delhi Mohammed bin Hassan
al- Jaber, and Indian ambassador in Doha Vipul.
His Highness the Amir is accompanied by HE the Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin
Jassim al-Thani and an official delegation.

Qatar Scientific Club taking part in 15th Middle East
International Inventions Exhibition in Kuwait

filiated with the Ministry of Sports

and Youth, has announced its par-
ticipation in the 15th Middle East Interna-
tional Inventions Exhibition, held in Ku-
wait on February 16-19.

QSC managing director and delega-
tion head Sheikh Ali bin Salman al-Thani
has stated that Qatar is keen to participate
regularly in the exhibition and has a strong
record of achievements.

He said that the exhibition is an impor-
tant opportunity for Qatari inventors to
showecase their innovations, being one of
the most significant international inven-
tion exhibitions.

The Qatar Scientific Club (QSC), af-

Conference
on well-being,
workplace

Sheikh Ali emphasised Qatar’s commit-
ment to presenting the best innovations
and expressed optimism about winning
top awards.

The QSC is showcasing three innova-
tions: a highly efficient hybrid air con-
ditioning system by Dr Youssef al-Horr,
designed to cool hot and humid outdoor
air and ventilate open and closed spaces,
which has received patents and interna-
tional awards; a device by inventors Saleh
al-Saadi and Abdulrazzaq al-Fares, aimed
at enhancing the efficiency and accuracy of
sample distribution, with a barcode reader
to verify sample matching and issue alerts
in case of errors; and an artificial intel-

ligence (AI)-powered security system by
inventors Fatima, Amna, Dana Issa al-Ku-
wari, and Al-Zeina Ahmed al-Muhannadi,
featuring a smart touch system designed to
protect military equipment.

Additionally, the delegation from Qa-
tar includes Rashid Ibrahim, representing
the Secretariat General of the Gulf Co-
operation Council, who is presenting the
“safe evaporator” invention, consisting of
two containers in the evaporator head, one
inside the other, designed to prevent coal
from falling out or escaping if tilted, with
an automatic blower replacing traditional
manual blowing.

This year’s exhibition is notable for the

first participation of the Arab League,
which will present five cash prizes from
the Arab League General Secretariat, the
Arab Council for Scientific Research, the
Arab Academy for Science, Technology,
and Maritime Transport, the Arab Organi-
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sation for Agricultural Development, and
the Arab Labour Organisation.

The total cash prizes offered by the ex-
hibition for inventors amount to $60,000,
and it is ranked as the top invention exhi-
bition in the Middle East. - QNA

The conference drew professionals from across the healthcare sector to discuss the future of workplace health and employee well-being.

health ends

he Hamad Medical Corpo-
Tration (HMC) has concluded
its inaugural International
Conference on Wellbeing and
Workplace Health 2025 (ICEW-
WH), drawing professionals from
across the healthcare sector to dis-
cuss the future of workplace health
and employee well-being.
More than 1,100 participants
participated in the three-day con-

ference, themed Enhancing Em-
ployee Wellbeing through Solution-
Focused Approach.

The ICEWWH 2025 featured
global thought leaders, industry ex-
perts and practitioners who shared
insight, research findings, and ac-
tionable strategies to create health-
ier, more resilient workplaces.

Speakers from around the world
delivered keynote addresses, par-

ticipated in panel discussions and
led plenary sessions, offering in-
novative perspectives on employee
well-being.

Participants also had the op-
portunity to attend 12 workshops,
take part in the unique interactive
“Wellbeing Journey’, connect and
network with global profession-
als, and gain firsthand knowledge
of practical tools for enhancing
workplace health.

A standout feature was the “Well-
being Journey”, where participants
had the opportunity to assess their

physical and mental health at spe-
cialised booths that then created a
customised well-being journey.

In addition, attendees engaged
in physical activities, relaxation
experiences and VR (virtual real-
ity) sessions, providing a holistic
approach to workplace well-being.

This conference is a testament to
the HMC'’s ongoing commitment,
having been honoured with the
Best Wellbeing Programme Award
at the CIPD Middle East Awards
2024, reaffirming its position as a
leader in workplace wellness.

The HMC’s employee well-
being and workplace health ini-
tiatives have expanded beyond the
organisation, reaching the Minis-
try of Public Health and the Pri-
mary Health Care Corporation.

ICEWWH chair Mona al-Ho-
maiddi, who is also the acting chief
of business services and human
resources at the HMC, said: “We
are proud to have provided a glo-
bal platform where professionals
could share knowledge and col-
laborate on shaping the future of
workplace health”

“The solutions and strategies
shared during this event will un-
doubtedly inspire positive changes
across workplaces worldwide,” she
said.

HMC human resources ex-
ecutive director Husameldin Mo-
hamed Ali Rudwan, who is also
the head of the conference, said:
“At the HMC, we are committed
to advancing this mission, and we
are excited to continue our journey
of empowering individuals and or-
ganisations alike to foster healthier
and more resilient workplaces.”

Ministry holds forum on protection and afforestation of coastal areas

he Ministry of Environment and

I Climate Change (MoECC), in col-
laboration with the Qatar Founda-

tion (QF)’s Earthna Centre and Qatar Uni-
versity’s Environmental Science Centre
(ESC), organised a forum yesterday (Mon-
day) on Protection and afforestation of
coastal areas in Qatar with mangrove trees.

This is the first in a series towards an
action plan with the participation of the
Thailand embassy, aimed at promoting
environmental sustainability and biodi-
versity protection in Qatar.

Addressing the participants, Youssef
Ibrahim al-Hamar, the director of the
MOoECC’s Wildlife Development Depart-
ment, stressed that Qatar is making signif-
icant efforts to protect and rehabilitate its
coastal ecosystems, focusing on mangrove
trees, which play a crucial role in support-
ing biodiversity, protecting coastlines, and
enhancing environmental sustainability.

He said that the ministry, in collabo-
ration with the ESC and Earthna, has

The participants of fhe forum.

launched a national joint programme to
protect and rehabilitate coastal areas, in-
cluding mangrove trees, seagrasses, and
coral reefs, supported by the Mediterra-
nean Shipping Company.

Al-Hamar explained that the MoECC
has established a special nursery for man-
grove propagation, where over 15,000
seedlings have been cultivated.

Scientific studies have been conducted
in collaboration with research and aca-

demic institutions to monitor and assess
optimal environments for replanting.

The ministry has also launched an
awareness campaign, including field visits
for school students to enhance environ-
mental awareness on the importance of
mangrove trees in preserving marine bio-
diversity.

Al-Hamar noted that the Nation-
al Coastal Protection Programme is in
line with Qatar National Vision 2030’s

third strategy and is consistent with the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework, which supports international
efforts to protect the environmental re-
sources.

He further highlighted that the min-
istry is working with the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP)’s West
Asia Office to develop a biodiversity da-
tabase, including updated maps of man-
grove distribution in Qatar, alongside a

comprehensive protection plan.

Dr Radwan Ben Hammado, the direc-
tor of the Research and Policy Section at
Earthna, welcomed the participants, while
Thaiambassador Sira Swangsilpa delivered
a presentation on biodiversity in Thailand,
including proposals for co-operation be-
tween the two countries in this field.

The forum featured a presentation by
the director of the Mangrove Forest Pro-
tection Department at Thailand’s minis-
try of natural resources and environment,
who shared Thailand’s experience in pro-
tecting mangrove forests and the role of
public-private partnerships in supporting
these efforts.

Working groups were formed to discuss
key topics related to mangrove protection,
education, and eco-tourism.

The final general session reviewed the
working groups reports and discussed
the importance of establishing a national
and international network to support the
project.

MCIT celebrates graduation of second cohort of Tasmu Accelerator

he Ministry of Communi-
I cations and Information
Technology (MCIT) organ-
ised the second Demo Day of the
Tasmu Accelerator and recognised
startups that developed innova-
tive digital solutions, in pursuit of
contributing to accelerating Qa-
tar’s digital transformation.
During the Demo Day, four
startups were awarded finan-
cial prizes of QR200,000 each in
recognition of their excellence in
providing innovative digital solu-

S
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2030 and Qatar National Vision
2030.

Since its inception, the Tasmu
Accelerator has supported 50
startups from 29 countries, de-
livering over 2,000 hours of men-
torship and 270 hours of train-
ing. Additionally, each startup
received in-kind support worth
QR1.8mn and financial support
valued at QR1.4mn. Collective-
ly, these startups have secured
QR228mn in investments and
generated QR479mn in total sales,

tions, to support the expansion
of their business operations and
the development of their projects
in alignment with local market
needs. Additionally, three hon-
orary awards were presented to
startups that demonstrated ex-
ceptional performance in innova-
tion, entrepreneurship, and social
impact.

Assistant Undersecretary for

Digital Industry Affairs at MCIT,
Reem al-Mansoori, emphasised
that the Tasmu Accelerator aligns
with the ministry’s vision to build
a comprehensive digital ecosys-
tem that drives digital innovation
and supports startups in achieving
sustainable growth.

She noted that the second co-
hort of startups in the accelerator
collectively generated sales ex-

ceeding QR72mn, with potential
future opportunities estimated
at QR137mn. Furthermore, these
startups secured QR18mn in in-
vestments, including QR4mn from
local investors, demonstrating the
accelerators positive impact in
empowering digital entrepreneurs
and enhancing their contributions
to the national economy.

The second cohort of the ac-

celerator included 25 startups
from 14 countries, selected based
on their ability to deliver impact -
ful technological solutions. Over
a six-month intensive accelera-
tion programme, these startups
received tailored mentorship and
support to refine their business
models and enhance their readi-
ness for expansion within Qatar
and beyond. The cohort ben-

efited from the expertise of over
200 strategic partners, mentors,
and investors, equipping them
with essential resources such as
access to funding, advanced dig-
ital tools, and expert guidance
while maintaining their busi-
ness independence. This initia-
tive strengthens Qatar’s digital
ecosystem and contributes to
achieving the Digital Agenda

underscoring the accelerators role
in fostering innovation and build-
ing a thriving digital ecosystem in
Qatar.

The Tasmu Accelerator is now
accepting applications for its 2025
cohort. Interested startups can
apply through its website to ben-
efit from extensive support and
opportunities for growth in Qatar
and beyond. (QNA)
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