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SPOTLIGHT

AUSSIE JUDGE REMOVED AFTER PHOTO WITH COMPATRIOT SURFER

An Olympic surfing judge from Rustralia has been cut from the panel scoring the competition in Tahiti
after a photo showing him posing with Rustralian surfer Ethan Ewing and the team manager circulated on
social media. The sport’s gouerning body, the International Surfing Rssociation, said it was inappropriate
for a judge to be interacting with an athlete and their team in such a way. The ISA did not identify the
judge, but Benjamin Lowe is the only judge from RAustralia at the Olympics surfing competition. “This
decision is not related to this judge’s performance here at the Olympic Games,” the ISR said.
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QOCreinforces its commitment

to the Olympic movement

QOC held a reception ceremony for the Qatar team on the sidelines of the 2024 Paris Games

By Sports Reporter
Paris

he Qatar Olympic Committee,

chaired by HE Sheikh Joaan bin Ha-

mad al-Thani, reaffirmed its com-

mitment to the Olympic move-
ment during a reception ceremony held
for the Qatar team on the sidelines of the
2024 Paris Games yesterday. HE Sheikha Al
Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani,
Chairperson of Qatar Museums, and HE
Sheikha Hind bint Hamad al-Thani, Vice-
President of Qatar Foundation and CEO
were also present at the reception.

The event was attended by senior rep-
resentatives of the Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee, as well as numerous guests from
the Olympic movement. The event was
part of Qatar’s efforts to support the Ol-
ympic movement and harness the power
of sports to contribute positively to glo-
bal social development. In his address, HE
Sheikh Joaan said: “When we gather at this
ceremony, we celebrate not only the out-
standing achievements of our athletes but
also the shared values and Olympic spirit.
The Olympic Games symbolise more than
medals and records; they foster friend-
ships and peace through sport.”

QOC President added: “The presence
of the world’s best athletes competing in a
peaceful manner reminds us of our shared
humanity. In these days of the Games,
we have witnessed how sport transcends

BEACH VOLLEYBALL

Qatar Olympic Committee President HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad al-Thani speaks during
a reception ceremony held for the Qatar team at the 2024 Paris Games yesterday.

boundaries, breaks down barriers, and
builds bridges between peoples from dif-
ferent cultures and backgrounds.

“This is a message that is more impor-
tant than ever in our world today. We value
the efforts of the International Olympic

Tijan, Younousse top;

By Sports Reporter
Paris

atar’s Ahmed Tijan and Cherif

Younousse continue their quest

for another medal at the Olym-

ics after steamrolling Australia’s

Mark olaidis and Izac Carracher

21-14, 21-18 at the Paris Games yes-
terday.

The defending bronze medallists
thus wrapped up their group stage
with a perfect record topping the final
standings in Pool A and sending the
Aussies home without a win. It was straight
business for the Qatari duo, who dominat-
ed the first set and held the Australians at
bay. The Australians attempted to mount a
comeback in the second set, staying within
two points for the majority, but ultimately
had no answer for Qatar red-hot pair. The
match was sealed in 40 minutes with a final

SWIMMING

attacking point by Younousse.

Tijan and Younousse converted 30 out of
42 attacks while registering nine digs com-
pared to Australia’s two. Younousse was the
best scorer of the match with 23 points, in-
cluding four kill blocks. In the round of 16,
the Qatari pair will play one of the lucky
losers on August 5.

As the last leg of matches in Pools
A and D took place yesterday, fans at
. the Eiffel Tower Stadium enjoyed two

/ high-calibre direct clashes for the sec-
ond place in each of the pools, guaran-
teeing direct advancement to the last
16. Italy’s Samuele Cottafava and Paolo
Nicolai and USA’s Miles Partain and Andrew
Benesh hammered out huge wins over fa-
vourites David Ahman and Jonatan Hellvig
of Sweden and George Wanderley and Andre
Stein of Brazil, respectively, to qualify to the
last 16 and leave their mighty opponents in
third place, pondering whether they might
have to go through the “lucky-loser” round.

Canada enjoys golden Su
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Summer Mcintosh of Canada poses with
gold medal after winning the women’s
200m butterfly at the Paris Olympics
yesterday. (Reuters)

AFP
Paris

anada’s Summer McIntosh en-
hanced her status as one of the
standout stars of the Paris Olym-
pics yesterday, winning the wom-
en’s 200m butterfly as powerhouses Aus-
tralia won a fifth gold in the pool.

America’s Kate Douglass tri-
umphed in the women’s 200m
breaststroke while Hungarian Hu-
bert Kos took gold in the men’s 200m
backstroke. Australia’s dominant
women’s team continued their run
of relay successes with victory in the
4x200m freestyle.

The 17-year-old McIntosh came to Paris
Games with high expectations after stel-
lar performances over the past two years
and she is more than matching her nation’s
hopes. After winning the 400m medley and
taking silver behind Ariarne Titmus in the
400m freestyle, McIntosh was favourite
in an event where she has already won two
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Committee, under the leadership of Presi-
dent Thomas Bach, and emphasise the
importance of maintaining the Olympic
spirit even in the face of challenges to en-
sure that the Olympic Games continue to
be a source of inspiration and a beacon of

group after third win in arow

world championships.

But her victory was emphatic as she
produced the second-fastest time in his-
tory and the quickest in 15 years. McIntosh
hit the wall in an Olympic record 2min
03.03sec ahead of America’s Regan Smith
and Chinese defending champion Zhang
Yufei. Her mother, Jill, had competed in the
same event in the 19084 Los Angeles Games
and the teenager was quick to remember

that family history.
“The fact my mom did this event at
the Olympics all the way back in 1984
and for me to be doing it now, I know
she’s unbelievably proud of me,” she
said. “It’s pretty unreal. The 200m
fly I would say is one of my favourite
races and it has been since I was a little kid.
That last 50, I was just trying to feed off the
crowd as much as possible. I knew it was
going to be a fight to the wall”

South Africa’s Tatjana Smith fell just short
of a repeat gold in her final race at the Ol-
ympics before her retirement, being pipped
by the impressive Douglass in the women’s
200m breaststroke. Smith established an

hope for the future”

The reception concluded with the
launch of the first Arabic translation of
selected writings by Pierre de Coubertin,
the founder of the modern Olympic move-
ment, titled Selected Texts: Volume 1.

The book was launched through a col-
laboration between Qatar Museums, the
Qatar Olympic and Sports Museum 3-2-
1, Qatar Olympic Committee and Inter-

national Olympic Committee. The book
launch was presented by Alexandra de
Navacelle de Coubertin, President of the
Pierre de Coubertin Family Association.
Yesterday, HE Sheikh Joaan also chaired
a co-ordination meeting of the Presidents
of the Olympic Committees of the Gulf
Co-operation Council countries. QOC
Secretary-General Jassim bin Rashid al-
Bueinain also attended the meeting.

Australia’s Mark Nicolaidis (left) spikes the ball as Qatar’s Cherif Younousse (centre) blocks
during the pool A beach volleyball match at the Eiffel Tower Stadium in Paris. (AFP)

mmer in Olympic pool

MEDALS
TALLY

TEAMS G S B T

1.China n 7 6 24

2.UnitedStates 9 15 13 37

3. France 8 1N 8 27

4. Australia 8 6 4 18

5. Japan 8 3 5 16

6.GreatBritain 6 7 7 20

7.South Korea 6 3 3 12

8. ltaly 5 7 4 16

9. Canada 3 2 3 8

10. Germany 2 2 2 6

PREIS 2mr2l 10.Netherlands 2 2 2 6

12.NewZealand 2 2 1 5

13. Romania 2 1 1 4

14. Hong Kong 2 0 2 4

15. Azerbaijan 2 0 O 2

16. Hungary 1 2 1 4

17. Georgia 1 2 0 3

18.South Africa 1 1 2 4

18. Sweden 1 1 2 4

ot - i-_;_ b 20. Belgium 1 0 2 3

! ! 20. Ireland 1 0 2 3

20.Kazakhstan 1 0 2 3

23. Croatia 1 0o 1 2

23. Guatemala 1 0o 1 2

23. Uzbekistan 1 0 1 2

26. Argentina 1 0O O 1

26. Ecuador 1 0O O 1

26. Serbia 1 0 O 1

26. Slovenia 1 0O O 1

early lead but Douglass was impressive at the E0h Al R E

turns as she finished in a time of 2:19.24. The 3l.NorthKorea O 2 O 2

22-year-old Douglass was the silver medal- 32.5pain 0 1 3 4

list in the 200m breaststroke at the 2023 and 33. Poland o 1 2 3

2024 world championships. 33.Switzerland 0 1 2 3

Smith, who won gold in the 200m breast - 35. Greece 0 1 1 2

stroke in Tokyo under h'er maiden name 35, lsrael 0 1 1 2

Schoenma!{er apd gold in 100m breast- 35, Kosovo o 1 1 2
stroke earlier this week, confirmed she was -

bowing out of the sport. 35. Mexico o 1 1 2

Hungary has a rich swimming tradition 35. Turkiye o 1 1 2

but was without a gold in Paris until Kos 35. Ukraine o 1 1 2

produced a turbo-charged final lap to over- 41. Fiji o 1 o0 1

take Greece’s Apostolos Christou. The 2023 41. Mongolia O 1 O 1

world champion, who is trained by Michael 41 Tunisia 0o 1 o 1

Phelps’s former Foach Bob Bowman, pro- 44, India 0 0 3 3

duced a devastating final 25 metres to leave

the Greek in his wake and finish a comfort- 45.Moldova 0 0 2 2

able winner in the end. It continues an im- 46. Austria 0 0 1 1

pressive Olympics for Bowman’s swimmers, 46. Egypt 0 0 1 1

with French favourite Leon Marchand hav- 46. Portugal 0O 0 1 1

ing already claimed three gold medals. The 46. Slovakia 0O 0 1 1

USA has dominated the women’s 4x200m 46. Tajikistan 0o 0 1 1

freestyle relay but Australia came out on top
in an Olympic record time of 7:38.08, with
Ariarne Titmus sealing the deal.

Read as: G- Gold, S- Silver,
B- Bronze, T- Total
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ATHLETICS / 20KM WALK

Itsa iamlly affair

as Pintado walks
off withshock gold

TWANT MY COUNTRY TO GIVE ME A HOUSE FOR MY CHILDREN'

AFP
Paris

cuador’s Brian Pintado

dedicated the first Olym-

pic athletics gold medal

of the Paris Games to
his loved ones back home after
powering to victory in the men’s
20km walk yesterday.

The 29-year-old’s beloved
family may not have been present
in Paris as he strolled to victory
in lhr 18min 55sec but he wore
a “necklace of my son running
beside me” and “a scarf that my
grandmother gave me.”

Brazil’s Caio Bonfim improved
on his fourth from Rio in 2016
taking silver with Spain’s world
champion Alvaro Martin taking
the bronze.

It was Ecuador’s second Ol-
ympic title in the event after Jef-
ferson Perez’s gold medal at the
1996 Atlanta Games, and only the
South American country’s fourth
ever gold.

Pintado clutched a family pho-
tograph as he crossed the line
before being connected to loved
ones via a live link.

“It has been tough to be away
from my family, my wife, my kids,
for four months and just see-
ing them through a screen,” said
Pintado. “But they were with me
throughout the race. I have a pic-
ture of them with me.”

Pintado quipped that he hoped

Gold medallist Brian Daniel Pintado of Ecuador poses on the podium while holding the Olympics mascot
the Phryges during the ceremony with silver medallist Caio Bonfim of Brazil and bronze medallist Alvaro
Martin of Spain at the Paris 2024 Olympics Men’s 20km Race Walk in Trocadero, Paris yesterday. (AFP)

his gold medal would earn him a
house from Ecuador’s govern-
ment. “I want my country to give
me a house for my children and
I don’t want anything more,” he
said.

The race was delayed half 7

an hour due to a thunder-
storm but once they started
at Trocadero, Bonfim took
off as if he wanted to make
up for the lost time.

The 33-year-old and his rivals
may not have had the time to
take it in but for spectators and
viewers the race was a splendid
spectacle as they did 20 laps,

along the banks of the Seine
and passing by the Eiffel Tower
as well as Trocadero. He was
gradually reeled in but stayed
amongst the leaders and was
ahead at the halfway mark. He
only held a slight advan-
tage and the lead began to
change on a regular basis
/ with China’s Zhang Jun,
; defending champion Mas-
simo Stano from Italy and
Martin all leading at times.

China’s Yang secures
women’s race walk gold
China’s Yang Jiayu claimed gold

in the women’s 20km race walk
at the Paris Olympics yesterday,
pulling away from the field after
the 5km mark and barely look-
ing back en route to a victory
that fulfilled a promise made to
her late father. Yang crossed the
finish line in one hour 25 minutes
and 54 seconds, Spain’s Maria
Perez secured the silver medal in
1:26.19 and Australia’s Jemima
Montag won bronze in 1:26.25.

“I never mentioned this before
but I promised him (her father) I
would win gold,” Yang said. “Now
I have finally done it, I am very
proud of myself”

CHINA'S LIU WINS MEN’S 50M
RIFLE 3 POSITIONS GOLD

China’s Liu Yukun competes in the 50 Rifle 3 Positions men’s final
during the Paris 2024 Olympic Games at Chateauroux Shooting
Centre yesterday. (AFP)

Chateauroux, France: China’s
Liu Yukun won gold in the men’s
50-metre rifle three positions

at the Paris Olympics yesterday
before confidently proclaiming
that he was probably a “genius”
when it came to the sport.

The 27-year-old has been in
sensational form this year break-
ing the world record twice in two
days at the Baku World Cup in

May and he also topped Wednes-

day’s qualification.

Liu had ‘LUCKY’ emblazoned
on the leg of his shooting outfit
but his performance was

all class and consistency

as he racked up a winning
total of 463.6 to win gold
ahead of Ukraine’s Serhiy
Kulish (461.3) who settled

for silver.

“I'm very lucky because the
Olympics happened at a time
when I'm in a good stage (of my
career),” said Liu.

“Today, | did not perform as well
as | did in the World Cup. | feel
like my overall control is good
and my mentality is good.”
Norway’s Jon-Hermann Hegg set
the early pace and led the eight-
man field after the kneeling and
prone segments but faded away
to finish fifth.

\C‘\\/ aware what it meant for his

KX

With three shots to go in the
standing elimination section,
Liu trailed Kulish by 0.3 before
outscoring his opponent in each
of the remaining shots to run
away with the gold.
Liu said his dream Olympic
debut was a collective effort by
his team but when asked if he
considered himself a genius, the
shooter paused before answer-
ing: “Probably | am.”
It was China’s fourth gold medal
in shooting in Paris.
Despite his late wobble, Kulish
savoured his silver and was

war-ravaged country. “l am
overwhelmed with emo-
tion. It is hard to describe,”
said the 31-year-old, who
won the 10m rifle silver in
the 2016 Rio Games.

“This medal means a lot. It is
not a gold, but | am pleased |
got a medal. To get an Olympic
medal is a dream. “It’s always
hard to prepare for any Olympics
cycle because it takes two years
before the event, and it’s always
difficult and challenging... | am
happy with what I've achieved.”
Swapnil Kusale’s (451.4) bronze
was India’s third medal, all in
shooting, at the Paris Games.

OMEGA Rmbassador Léon Marchand
Secures Two Gold Medals and Sets
New Olympic Records

OMEGA ambassador Leon Marchand has done it again!

OMEGA’s French swimming ambassador has won two more gold
medals and set two more Olympic Records, including:

The Men’'s 200m Butterfly in a new Olympic Record
time of 1:51.21.

The Men’s 200m Breaststroke in a new Olympic Record
time of 2:05.85.

This is Leon’s third gold medal and third Olympic Record
of these Olympic Games!

SPOTLIGHT

‘Cool’ Turkish marksman Dikec is
unruffled by viral lympic fame

AFP
Paris

Turkish Olympic shooting sil-

ver medallist said yesterday he

was unfazed by his new-found

fame, after his casual style
with no headwear and a hand in his
pocket made him an overnight Internet
sensation.

Yusuf Dikec and partner Sevval Ilay-
da Tarhan won silver on Tuesday for
Turkiye in the mixed team 10m air pis-
tol, losing to Serbia in the gold medal
match. But it was Dikec’s posture that
caught attention as much as the result,
with the marksman wearing standard
glasses, a team T-shirt and with his left
hand casually slung in his pocket.

Other than his pistol, he notably had
none of the specialised equipment used
by athletes in the hyper-precise event,
like headphones, special lenses or a hat.

“Be cool like Yusuf Dikec. Congratu-
lations on winning the silver medal in
such a cool way,” France’s embassy to
Turkiye wrote in a post on X in Turkish.

“The name’s Dikec. Yusuf Dikec,”
said posts by other users in reference to
cinema icon James Bond. Some memes
added a cigarette to his mouth to em-
phasise the relaxed posture.

Speaking to Turkish channel TGRT

Silver medalllsts Turklye s Sevval Ilayda Tarhan (left) and Yusuf Dikec from the
shooting 10m air pistol mixed team event pose before the Eiffel Tower at the
Champions Park during the Paris 2024 Olympic Games on Wednesday. (AFP)

Haber, Dikec acknowledged that he had
adopted the rare technique of shooting
with both eyes open whereas most ath-
letes keep one closed or obscured.

“My shooting technique is one of the
rare shooting techniques in the world. I
shoot with both eyes open.

“Even the referees are surprised by
this,” he said.

He said winning a medal was no sur-
prise as “this year we prepared a lot and
worked a lot... this success belongs to
all of Turkiye.”

“Success doesn’t come with your
hands in your pockets”

Some social media users suggested
equal attention should also be given to
his shooting partner in the mixed event
Tarhan, who images showed adopted an
equally casual hand-in-pocket stance,
albeit wearing headphones and a visor.

Turkish Sports Minister Osman
Askin Bak congratulated Dikec on social
media, posting a photo of him recreat -
ing his now “legendary pose”.

Clutching a Turkish flag and their
medals, Dikec and Tarhan both cel-
ebrated their victory at the Champions
Park at the Trocadero complex in Paris
on Wednesday.

Guyancourt, France: Japan’s Hideki Mat-
suyama grabbed an early lead in the men’s
Olympic golf tournament with a bogey-free

opening round, but defending champion

Xander Schauffele of the United States was
close behlnd as he1brought his sparkling form

toﬁPkans 3
The first day‘q'f‘_competltlon at Le Golf Na

}tlonal southwest of the French capltal drew
* i D e T R et et
a buoyant crowd who roared on home pa|r
Victor Perez and Matthleu Pavon The 60 con-

seven birdies and one
bogey.

Schauffele, who won last
month’s British Open to claim

his second major title this year,
credited tllm_self _v'wt_h steac_lylng his

tenders will all play four rounds ina strok‘e_"ﬁ"':land South Koreas Tom Kim.
S ———

US world number one Scottie Scheffler was

“in touch at four under after, playlng alongside

Ireland S world number three Rory McIIroyTF -

; pIay format e _a_t*trhe 2018 Ryder Cup venue B
The weather, a talklng Ep_lnt of the Parls ':F,_

G?l'n?é"'s‘haped the day with warm mornln

' sunshlﬁlvnif"mty to unsettled afternoon

ho fmnshed on three under.

- Joaqum Nlemann 'Argentma S Emlllano Grillo

ening tee- stfgt'at am (0700 /

] 4-r tell how they were cheerlng f3Fh|m It was
- pretty coolfor the flrst day Niemann told =13

in round 1of the men’s golf
- individual stroke play of
" the Paris 2024 Olympic
Games. (AFP)
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Carinipulls out of the Paris

Games, stoking gender row

A distraught Carini fell to her knees in the ring, sobbing and declining to shake Khelif's hand

Reuters
Paris

talian boxer Angela Carini
pulled out of the Paris Olym-
pics mid-fight yesterday af-
ter she sustained a series of
crunching blows from her Algerian
opponent Imane Khelif, who last
year failed a gender eligibility test
at the AIBA World Championships.

Khelif, whose participation in
the Games was permitted by the
IOC and had divided boxers, land-
ed multiple punches in the first 30
seconds before a powerful right to
Carini’s nose prompted the Italian
to raise her hand and return to her
corner.

Her coach signalled she was
withdrawing from the women’s
welterweight round of 16 bout.

A distraught Carini fell to her
knees in the ring, sobbing and de-
clining to shake Khelif’s hand after
the referee declared the Algerian
the winner.

“I am a fighter. My father taught
me to be a warrior. When I am in
the ring, I use that mindset, the
mindset of a warrior, a winning
mindset,” Carini told reporters
after abandoning the bout. “This
time I couldn’t make it.”

“I didn’t lose tonight, I just sur-
rendered with maturity”

Khelif and Taiwan’s double
world champion Lin Yu-ting were
cleared to fight in Paris after the
IOC last year stripped the IBA of
its status as boxing’s governing
body over governance issues, and

-

Coe confident of cross-country
inclusion in Winter Olympics

took charge of the Paris 2024 box-
ing competition.

Both had been disqualified at
the 2023 World Championships
after failing International Boxing
Association (IBA) eligibility rules
that prevent athletes with male XY
chromosomes competing in wom-
en’s events.

The IOC’s Framework on Fair-
ness, Inclusion and Non-discrim-
ination on the basis of gender
identity and sex variations, offers
guidelines to federations on ensur-
ing inclusion and fairness in sport,

A : |

and reproductive

male range.

including athletes with Differences
of Sexual Disorder (DSD).

DSD are a group of rare condi-
tions involving genes, hormones
organs.
Some people with DSDs are
raised as female but have XY
sex chromosomes and blood
testosterone levels in the

Ahead of Khelif’s bout, IOC
spokesman Mark Adams defended
the body’s decision for Paris 2024.

“This involves real people and
we are talking about real people’s

d

Algeria’s imane Khelif after her fight with Italy’s Angela Carini in women’s 66kg preliminaries round of 16 boxing match during the Paris 2024 Olympic
Games at the North Paris Arena, in Villepinte yesterday. Right: Carini cries in the ring after pulling out of the fight. (AFP)

terday.

years.”

Roberts,

pointed for Carini.

US CLINCH WOMEN'S FOIL
TEAMFENCING GOLD

lives here,” he told reporters yes-

“They have lost and they have
won against other women over the

IBA Chief Executive Chris
whose organisa-
tion’s relationship with the
I0C has soured, was disap-

“These two boxers are not
allowed to box within IBA. So I find
it remarkable how the IOC applies
a different condition to this event,’
he said. Khelif described the bout

PARIS: World Athletics presi-
dent Sebastian Coe expressed
his confidence yesterday that
cross-country running would
soon be included in the Winter
Olympics programme.

Coe has long argued that the
rightful place for cross-country
was at the Winter Olympics,
which would open those Games
to a large African audience in a
hat-tip to diversity the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee (I0C)
so heralds.

The last time it featured in

the Olympics was at the 1924
Paris Games when most of the
athletes dropped out due to ex-
treme heat and pollution from a
nearby factory.

Talks have been ongoing be-
tween Coe and his international
cycling federation (UCI) coun-
terpart David Lappartient for a
joint proposal of cross-country
running and cyclo-cross, on the
same circuit.

“There’s a lot of detail to be
sorted,” Coe said.

“But we’'ve had some good
discussions about the thought
of sharing the same course
with cyclo-cross, which in itself
would probably add a little bit
of jeopardy into cross-country

in the past, particularly around
our recent cross-country cham-
pionships,” Coe said.

Coe is a fervent supporter of
cross-country running, a long-
time proponent of the sport’s
training benefits.

“For me, there’s one really
important element in this: I've
always wanted to see cross-
country back,” said the Briton,
who won two Olympic 1500m
gold medals in 1980 and 1984.
“I think it is obviously more at
home in the winter. It is his-
torically, traditionally, a winter
sport and it really does give
Africa an opportunity to be a
really serious part of the Winter
Games.”

Including cross-country in the
Winter Olympics would avoid
any dilution, with athletes at
the Summer Games consid-
ered more likely to focus on
individual track glory.

But one dilemma to overcome
is abiding by Winter Olympic
rules that events must be con-
tested on snow or ice.
Currently world cross-country
championships are held in
March, and some have featured
snow, which has posed a prob-
lem neither for athletes nor

American fencers Lee Kiefer, Lauren Scruggs, Jacqueline Dubrovich
and Maia Mei Weintraub celebrate with flags after winning their
gold medal match against Italy at Paris 2024 Olympics in the
Women’s Foil Team clash yesterday. (AFP)

PARIS: The United States triumphed in the women'’s foil team event,
knocking out Italy in a nerve-shredding final bout and snatching the
gold medal at the Paris Games yesterday.

Lee Kiefer, who won individual gold on Sunday, led the US team to
their first Olympic title in the event, with a 45-39 win against the world
number ones.

First-time Olympian Lauren Scruggs, who won silver in the individual,
confirmed her breakthrough status. She scored five touches early on
against Italy’s Martina Favaretto, giving her team a comfortable lead.
She closed the bout by another decisive five touches.

The United States won the 2018 world championship and a silver
medal at the 2008 Games in Beijing.

which is what we’ve welcomed organisers.

FOCUS

Reuters
Paris

taly’s Giovanni De Gennaro pulled out a

sensational run to win gold in the men’s

Olympic single kayak slalom event in a

time of 88.22 seconds yesterday, hold-
ing off the world’s top paddlers to top the
podium.

French teenager Titouan Castryck finished
two-tenths of a second behind to take silver
in his first Olympics, with Spain’s Pau Echaniz
claiming bronze.

= “I think this is still a dream. I
don’t know and I can’t believe it.
,+ Ljust want to see my family,” the
¢/ 32-year-old De Gennaro told re-

o porters.
Echaniz looked good as he
opened proceedings, setting a time of 88.87
seconds that forced the rest of the field to dig
deep, and despite a slew of Olympic medal
winners coming in his wake, only two men
proved able to beat his time.

The competition caught fire when Italian
world number two De Gennaro went out fifth
and wasted no time attacking, the crowd roar-
ing its approval as he pivoted through the up-

Japan claimed bronze, beating Canada 33-32 in a tight bout.

Italy’s Giovanni De Gennaro reacts after
competing for the gold in the men’s kayak
final of the canoe slalom competition in
Vaires-sur-Marne during the Paris 2024
Olympic Games yesterday. (AFP)

stream gate at the halfway point before sprint -
ing cleanly through the rest of the course to
take the lead.

Jiri Prskavec’s time as Olympic champion
effectively ended when he collected the sec-
ond of two two-second penalties by clipping
gate 16, with the Czech finishing a disappoint -

Inspired De Gennaro grabs kayak gold medal

ing eighth. Tokyo silver medallist Jakub Grigar
of Slovakia suffered a similar fate, slowing up
considerably over the second half of the course
as his chance of another Olympic medal evap-
orated.

With only three racers left, the 19-year-old
Castryck brought the home supporters to their
feet as they roared their approval, waving their
flags and increasing the volume with every
successful move he made.

An error at gate 17 robbed him of his mo-
mentum, however, and his run was only good
enough for second place.

Germany’s Noah Hegge struck the poles
of gate 16 with the bow of his boat to end his
challenge, leaving only 2016 champion Joe
Clarke of Britain.

He was also unable to match the speed and
skill of De Gennaro, and the Italian celebrated
wildly when the Briton crossed the line more
than a second and a half off the pace.

“It means everything. Everybody was on my
side,” De Gennaro said.

“I had a lot of people supporting me, espe-
cially after Tokyo when I couldn’t make my
run.

“Today I'm just happy that I could be my-
self and with this result, it’s just a dream come
true,” De Gennaro added.

as difficult. “For the second fight. I
am very prepared because it’s been
eight years of preparation,” she
told reporters. “I need an Olympic
medal here in Paris.”

Women’s sports categories exist
in most sports in recognition of the
clear advantage that going through
male puberty gives an athlete.
That advantage is not just through
higher testosterone levels but also
in muscle mass, skeletal advantage
and faster twitch muscle.

British author JK Rowling, who
has become an outspoken figure

TENNIS

on the definition of what it is to be
a woman, said Carini’s dreams had
been shattered by unjust rules.

“A young female boxer has just
had everything she’s worked and
trained for snatched away because
you allowed a male to get in the
ring with her,” Rowling wrote on X.

“#Paris2024 will be forever tar-
nished by this brutal injustice,” she
added.

ITtaly’s right-wing Prime Min-
ister Giorgia Meloni said Carini’s
bout against Khelif was not a fight
among equals.

“I think that athletes who
have male genetic characteristics
should not be admitted to women'’s
competitions,” Meloni was quoted
as saying by Italian news agency
ANSA.

“And not because you want to
discriminate against someone, but
to protect the right of female ath-
letes to be able to compete on equal
terms”

Hungarian boxer Luca Anna
Hamori, next to face Khelif in the
ring, said she was not scared.

“I will go to the ring and I will
get my win. I trust my coaches and
I trust myself,” Hamori said.

Carini was left nursing shattered
dreams. “I’'m out, my dream is
over,” she said. “So I felt really sad,
with a broken heart. It’s not right
for my Olympics to end here, it’s
not right for my dream to end here,
because an athlete makes so many
sacrifices.

“I'm not ashamed to say that I
gave up, I'm not even afraid to go
back to that ring.”

Murray's career ends
in doubles defeat at
Paris Olympic Games

AFP
Paris

ndy Murray’s trophy-

filled career came to an

end at the Paris Olym-

pics yesterday as another
chapter closed on tennis’s golden
generation.

The former world number one
and three-time Grand Slam title
winner slipped into retirement
when he and Dan Evans were de-
feated in the men’s doubles quar-
ter-finals.

American pair Taylor Fritz and
Tommy Paul delivered the knock-
out blow with a 6-2, 6-4 victory
on a packed Court Suzanne
Lenglen. The 37-year-old

Murray had already an- <

L]

fectively ruled himself out of the
US Open, sparking more specula-
tion that the great Spaniard is also
finished in the sport.

That would leave just 37-year-
old Djokovic, the winner of a
record 24 Grand Slams, still active
amongst the sport’s eminent tal-
ents who have carved up 69 majors
between them.

Murray famously ended Britain’s
77-year wait for a men’s champion
at Wimbledon when he triumphed
in 2013, defeating career-long rival
Djokovic in the final.

He added a second title in 2016,
taking his career majors total to
three after breaking his duck at the
2012 US Open.

Murray won gold at the

2012 Olympics on an emo-

>~ tional day at the All England
9 Club when he defeated Fed-

nounced that the Olympics ® -,
would be his last event. erer just weeks after he had
°

“An incredible competitor
on the court,” said career-
long rival Novak Djokovic yester-
day. “One of the greatest warriors
tennis has seen. His fighting spirit
is definitely something that I'm
sure is going to inspire many gen-
erations to come.”

One of the ‘Big Four’ in the
sport, Murray joins 20 -time Grand
Slam winner Roger Federer in re-
tirement after the Swiss great quit
in2022.

Rafael Nadal, the winner of 22
majors but battling more injuries
at the age of 38, exited the Paris
Olympics on Wednesday and sug-
gested that he had played his last
match at Roland Garros where he
won 14 of his Slams. Nadal also ef-

Britain’s Andy Murray waves goodbye after playing with Britain’s Daniel
Evans against Taylor Fritz and Tommy Paul of the US in their doubles

quarter-final at the Roland-Garros Stadium during the Paris 2024
Olympic Games, in Paris, yesterday. (AFP)

lost the Wimbledon final to

the Swiss on the same Centre
Court. Four years later, he defeated
Juan Martin del Potro to become
the first player, male or female, to
win two Olympic singles golds.

Murray also led Britain to the
Davis Cup title in 2015, the coun-
try’s first in 79 years. He has won
46 titles in all and banked around
$65mn in prize money.

However, he has been ravaged by
injuries in recent years, slumping
to 117th in the world.

The Scot has played with a metal
hip since 2019 and suffered ankle
damage earlier this year before
undergoing surgery to remove a
spinal cyst, which ruled him out of
singles at Wimbledon.




Opera Singer cruises to Qatar Nassau Stakes win
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Ambassador of Qatar to UK Sheikh Abdullah bin Mohamed bin Saoud al-Thani and QREC Chairman Issa bin Mohamed al-Mohannadi
with the connections of Opera Singer, which won the Qatar Nassau Stakes at the Qatar Goodwood Festival yesterday.

By Sports Reporter
Chichester, UK

pera Singer claimed the Qatar
Nassau Stakes, a Group 1 contest
for three-year-old+ fillies and
mares over 2000m, as the races
of the QREC-sponsored Qatar Goodwood

Festival continued on Day 3 yesterday with
9 races at the Goodwood Racecourse.

Sheikh Abdullah bin Mohamed bin
Saoud al-Thani, ambassador of Qatar in
the UK, in presence of Issa bin Mohamed
al-Mohannadi, QREC Chairman, present-
ed the trophies to the winners of the day’s
feature event.

Runner-up of the Group 1 Coronation

Stakes at Royal Ascot on last outing, the
three-year-old Opera Singer continued to
progress, bouncing back to winning ways
since she won the Group 1 Qatar Prix Mar-
cel Boussac on the Qatar Prix De L’arc De
Triomphe day last October.

Owned by M Tabor, D Smith, Mrs ] Mag-
nier & Westerberg and trained by Aidan
O’Brien, Opera Singer is now a dual Group

Festival yesterday. PICTURES: Juhaim

1 winner. With Ryan Moore in the saddle,
the Ballydoyle filly was fast away from the
stalls and made all. Half a length ahead of
Lumiere Rock (Saxon Warrior) entering
the final straight but clear of the rest, the
superb filly never looked in danger despite
the late challenge of See The Fire (Sea The
Stars) who finished second. The French
raider Sparkling Plenty (Kingman) was an
eye-catching third clocking the quickest
final furlong.

“We were confident she would stay,” said
trainer O’Brien. “She started late in the
Irish Guineas. She was not quite there on
ground, which was slow on the day which

Ryan Moore rides Opera Singer to Qatar Nassau Stakes victory at the Qatar Goodwood

was not going to suit her. She ran a super
race at Ascot and she won the Boussac over
amile last year, staying on very well.”

Today, the Qatar Goodwood Festival has
seven races on the card, with the feature
event being Group 2 King George Qatar
Stakes. 13 runners were declared to run, in-
cluding the listed winner Rogue Lightning,
owned by Wathnan Racing; Group 1 win-
ner in Santa Anita (US) Big Evs, presented
by Michael Appleby; recent Group 2 win-
ner Believing, who will run in the colours of
Highclere T'Bred Racing; as well as Jasour,
winner of the Commonwealth Cup Trial
Stakes Group 3 at Royal Ascot.

GYMNASTICS

Biles clinches sixth
Olympic gold after
all-around victory

Defending champion Lee took bronze, ahead of Brazil's Andrade

AFP
Paris

imone Biles recaptured the Olympic

gymnastics all-around crown yester-

day, seeing off Brazil’s Rebeca Andrade

for her sixth Olympic gold and second
in Paris. Biles, who famously withdrew from
multiple events at the Tokyo Games three
years ago with the disorientating “twisties”
followed up her team gold with the United
States earlier this week.

Defending Olympic champion Sunisa Lee
took bronze. The 27-year-old Biles became
the first gymnast to reclaim the individual ti-
tle, which she won at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro
Games. She capped her performance with
another electrifying floor routine to Taylor
Swift’s hit song Ready for It, her high-flying
tumbling bringing the crowd to its feet. She
scored 59.131 points to finish 1.199 ahead of
Andrade with 21-year-old Lee sealing bronze
with her floor routine, having trailed in fourth
going into the final rotation.

It was the first time that two women’s Ol-
ympic all-around champions have gone head-
to-head chasing a second crown. The United
States have now won the event six times in a
row - and a record seven times overall. Biles
has won nine Olympic medals including six
golds, and donned a silver necklace of a goat
after her performance - a nod to her being
considered the greatest gymnast of all time.

“My GOAT necklace - some people love it,
some people hate it,” said Biles. “It is crazy I'm
in the conversation of greatest of all athletes
because I'm just Simone Biles from Spring in
Texas. Three years ago I never thought I'd step
on a gymnastic court again, but worked hard,
mentally and physically, even saw my thera-
pist this morning, just making sure I'm men-
tally well”

She could add three more golds in Paris as
she competes in the apparatus finals on the
vault, floor exercise and balance beam.

Simone Biles of United States celebrates after winning gold in the gymnastics all-around final at
the Paris Olympic Games yesterday. (Reuters)

Once again the stars were out for Biles, H‘ an error on her weakest apparatus, al-
with Team USA basketball stars Kevin lowing Andrade to move 0.267 ahead
/

Durant and Stephen Curry watching at
Bercy Arena along with NBA legend Tony

of the American after tallying a mark of
14.666. Algeria’s Kaylia Nemour lifted

Parker, footballing great Zinedine Zidane ‘H herself into contention after a terrific

and American model Kendall Jenner.

On her first rotation, Biles opened with her
stunning Yurchenko double pike vault - now
known as the Biles II - earning 15.766 despite
abig step back, to the delight of the crowd. She
pulled 0.666 points ahead of Olympic vault
champion Andrade, who scored 15.100 for her
perfectly-executed but technically less diffi-
cult Cheng. Lee was trailing down in a distant
seventh.

But Biles dropped to third after her second
rotation on uneven bars, scoring 13.733 after

uneven bars routine, scoring 15.533, to
move into second with Lee in fifth at the half-
way point.

But Biles was back in front after the bal-
ance beam, finishing with a massive smile and
high-fiving her teammates and coaches as she
received a standing ovation for an effort worth
14.566. She had a slim margin of 0.166 on An-
drade, who had a few wobbles on the beam,
with all to play for heading into the floor rou-
tine finale.

Biles finished with a flourish on the floor

where she won Olympic gold in 2016, drawing
gasps from the crowd with her gravity-defying
jumps including two of her own skills. An-
drade, 25, knew she had been well beaten and
the Brazilian, the Tokyo silver medallist, went
over to congratulate and hug her rival even be-
fore the winning score of 15.066 flashed up.

For Andrade it was a second silver in Paris
after helping Brazil to their first Olympic team
medal. Biles has returned to the Olympic stage
stronger than ever after making her comeback
in August last year following a two-year break,
winning four gold medals at the world cham-
pionships in Antwerp. She becomes the third
woman to win two Olympic all-around gold
after Larisa Latynina of the Soviet Union and
Czech Vera Caslavska.

Swiatek ousted by

Zheng, Djokovic still
on course for gold

Reuters
Paris

ga Swiatek must wait four
more years to try and win an
Olympic gold medal after the
Polish top seed was shocked
by China’s Zheng Qinwen in the
semi-finals but Novak Djokovic’s
hopes are intact despite a scare
yesterday. There will be a first-
time Olympic men’s singles cham-
pion after Tokyo winner Alexander
Zverev crashed to a quarter-final
defeat against Italy’s Lorenzo Mu-
setti.

Swiatek was the overwhelm-
ing favourite for gold after a third
successive French Open title this
year confirmed her as the Queen
of Clay, but she was outplayed 6-2,
7-5 by sixth seed Zheng on an-
other sultry day at Roland Garros.

China’s Zheng Qinwen reacts
after her shock win over
Poland’s Iga Swiatek in the

the Olympic gold to her five Grand
Slam titles. She held a 6-0 ca-
reer record against Zheng, but the
23-year-old Swiatek picked the
worst possible time to produce one
of her worst displays of the year,
spraying 36 unforced errors.

Swiatek was in tears during a TV
interview afterwards. “I just had a
hole in my backhand. It happens
rarely because it is usually my most
solid strike,” she said. Swiatek
looked uncomfortable in the hot
and humid conditions, struggling
to find her range with shots often
missing the lines by metres as the
first set slid away.

After abathroom break to re-set
she seemed to have regained con-
trol in the second as she went 4-0
ahead. But it proved a false dawn
as the errors returned and Zheng
took full advantage to claw her way
back and surpass China’s best Ol-

Serbia’s 37-year-old Djoko- % e @ ympic result, Li Na’s fourth
vic, bidding to claim a long- place at Beijing 2008.

overdue Olympic gold medal, ¢
reached the semi-finals for

the fourth time as he beat
Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas

6-3 7-6, although he appeared to
troubled by his suspect right knee.

In snapping Swiatek’s 25-match
winning run at Roland Garros, dat-
ing back to 2021, Australian Open
runner-up Zheng became the first
Chinese player to reach an Olym-
pic singles final. Zheng, who did
not even have to bring her A-game
against a badly off-key Swiatek,
will face either Slovakia’s Anna
Karolina Schmiedlova or Croatia’s
Donna Vekic for the gold medal.
Swiatek will have to console her-
self with a match for a bronze.

“I'm so happy that I could make
history for Chinese tennis because
I always wanted to be one of the
athletes who can get a medal for
China, for our country,” 21-year-
old Zheng said. “Right now I'm
one of them, but I know the fight is
not over it’s not the end.”

With so many big names miss-
ing from the Olympic singles and
with several seeds having wilted
early, Swiatek was odds on to add

<7

o Djokovic wasimperious as

N he won the first set against
(2) Tsitsipas. But he went a

break down in the second
and more worryingly appeared
to have aggravated the knee that
required surgery after the French
Open. He needed treatment at a
change of ends and almost went
5-1 down before recovering and
surging back to seal victory.

Djokovic will now aim to snap
his semi-final curse and beat Mu-
setti, who was a 7-5, 7-5 winner
against Zverev. Spain’s Olympic
debutant Carlos Alcaraz remained
on course for gold as battled past
American Tommy Paul into the
semi-finals, winning 6-3 7-6(7)
after saving a set point. Alcaraz
will play Canada’s Felix Auger-
Aliassime who beat Norwegian
claycourt specialist Casper Ruud
6-4,6-7(8), 6-3.

United States duo Rajeev Ram and
Austin Krajicek followed up their
defeat of Spain’s Alcaraz and Rafa
Nadal the previous evening to book
their place in the final as they over-
came Czech pairing Tomas Machac
and Adam Pavlasek 6-2, 6-2.
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