
Prior approval needed
for domestic workers’
departure: Shura

Qatar Airways is 
‘Airline of the Year’ 

Domestic workers should submit 
a request to their employer 
at least five working days in 
advance of their intended date of 
departure through the ‘Metrash’ 
application, according to a 
motion of desire adopted by the 
Shura Council. The Council
 yesterday decided to submit 
the motion of desire to the 
government. They are not 
permitted to leave without 
obtaining prior approval, and 
the workers can appeal to the 
relevant authorities in case their 
request is not approved, the 
Council observed. Page 2

Qatar Airways has been awarded 
the ‘Airline of the Year’ title by 
Skytrax, returning to the top for 
an unprecedented eighth time. 
This distinction highlights the 
airline’s unwavering commitment 
to excellence. Page 3
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Talks will enhance ties, says Amir
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, aff irmed that his 

constructive discussions with King Willem-Alexander of the Netherlands and 

Prime Minister Mark Rutte will enhance the distinguished co-operation relations 

between the two countries in various fields. His Highness the Amir said, in a post 

on his off icial account on the social media platform ‘X’, that he held constructive 

talks in The Hague with King Willem-Alexander and Prime Minister Mark Rutte, 

stressing that the outcomes of these talks will strengthen the distinguished 

co-operation relations in various fields and will elevate the strategic partnership 

between the two countries to new heights of collaboration and co-ordination 

through the memorandums of understanding signed today (Monday), achieving 

the common interests of both friendly nations. (QNA)

Amir’s visit a key milestone: Rutte
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of the Netherlands Mark Rutte voiced his 

welcome to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, stressing 

that the Amir’s visit is an important step toward supporting relations between 

Qatar and the  Netherlands.

In a post on his off icial X account, the prime minister said: “It was a pleasure 

to welcome HH the Amir to The Hague. His visit was an important milestone, 

as relations between our countries continue to improve. We discussed ways 

to further strengthen our ties, for example in the fields of sustainable energy, 

agriculture, and defence,” pointing to the signing of two memorandums of 

understanding on economic, commercial, and technical co-operation, and the 

field of defence. “I also thanked His Highness again for his important work as a 

mediator in the conflict between Israel and Hamas, and for the part he played 

in securing the release of a Dutch hostage. I would like to thank HH the Amir 

for coming to the Netherlands,” he added. (QNA)

Amir, the Netherlands PM hold official talks

Qatar-Dutch ties set 
to scale new heights
QNA
The Hague

His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani held a session of 

offi  cial talks with Prime Minister 
of the friendly Kingdom of the 
Netherlands Mark Rutte, at the 
Binnenhof, the Prime Minister’s 
Offi  ce in The Hague, yesterday.

At the outset of the session, the 
Dutch Prime Minister welcomed 
His Highness the Amir and the ac-
companying delegation, marking 
the Amir’s fi rst offi  cial visit to the 
Netherlands, a testament to the 
deep relations between the two 
countries. 

Prime Minister Rutte expressed 
his eagerness to work with His 
Highness the Amir to enhance 
mutual co-operation and elevate 
the bilateral relations to new 
heights. He also praised the sig-

nifi cant role played by His High-
ness the Amir and Qatar in medi-
ating for an immediate ceasefi re in 
Gaza.

In response, His Highness the 
Amir expressed his profound grat-
itude to the Dutch prime minister 
for the warm reception and gener-
ous hospitality.

His Highness the Amir empha-
sised the importance of the visit in 
light of the exceptional relations 
between the two nations, hoping 
that its outcomes would further 
cement strategic co-operation 
across various fi elds, benefi ting 
both countries and their friendly 
peoples.

His Highness the Amir reaf-
fi rmed Qatar’s steadfast stance 
on the Palestinian cause and the 
legitimate rights of the Palestin-
ian people, particularly their right 
to establish an independent state 
on the 1967 borders with East Je-
rusalem as its capital, as part of a 

two-state solution, and the con-
tinuation of diplomatic mediation 
eff orts to halt the ongoing confl ict 
in Gaza and the occupied Pales-
tinian territories.

During the session, both sides 
discussed aspects of co-operation 
and ways to enhance and develop 
them, as well as key regional and 
international issues of mutual 
concern, particularly the develop-
ments in Gaza and the occupied 
Palestinian territories.

The session was attended by 
HE the Chief of the Amiri Diwan 
Sheikh Saud bin Abdulrahman 
al-Thani; HE the Minister of 
State for Energy Affairs Saad bin 
Sherida al-Kaabi; HE the Min-
ister of Commerce and Industry 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Hamad bin 
Qassim al-Thani; and HE the 
Minister of State for Interna-
tional Co-operation at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs Lolwah 
bint Rashid AlKhater along with 

members of the official delega-
tion accompanying His Highness 
the Amir.

On the Dutch side, the session 
was attended by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for Climate 
and Energy Rob Jetten; Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Social Aff airs and Employment 
Karien van Gennip; and Minister 
for Foreign Trade and Develop-
ment Co-operation Liesje Sch-
reinemacher; along with a number 
of senior offi  cials.

His Highness the Amir and the 
Dutch prime minister witnessed 
the signing of a memorandum 
of understanding on economic, 
commercial, and technical co-
operation, as well as a memoran-
dum of understanding in the fi eld 
of defence.

Prior to the offi  cial meeting, His 
Highness the Amir and the Dutch 
prime minister held a bilateral 
meeting, during which they dis-
cussed various topics of mutual 
interest. Page 12

His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani 
met with President 
of the Senate Jan 
Anthonie Bruijn, and 
President of the House 
of Representatives 
Martin Bosma at the 
headquarters of the 
Dutch Parliament in 
The Hague, yesterday. 
During the meeting, 
they discussed relations 
between the two 
countries and ways 
to strengthen them in 
wide-ranging fields, 
in addition to a range 
of topics of shared 
interest. Members of 
the off icial delegation 
accompanying His 
Highness the Amir 
attended the meeting, 
alongside several 
members of the Dutch 
Parliament. (QNA)

Amir meets presidents of Dutch
Senate, House of Representatives

Amir, Sheikha 
Jawaher attend
luncheon banquet

QNA
The Hague

His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-
mad al-Thani, and Her 

Highness Consort of the Amir 
Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad 
bin Suhaim al-Thani, attended 
an offi  cial luncheon banquet 
hosted by King Willem-Alex-
ander of the Netherlands and 
Queen Maxima in Their High-
nesses’ honour at Noordeinde 

Palace in The Hague yesterday.
Before the luncheon, His 

Highness the Amir delivered 
a speech expressing his deep 
gratitude and appreciation to the 
king for the warm welcome and 
generous hospitality extended 
to him, Her Highness Sheikha 
Jawaher, and the accompany-
ing delegation. His Highness the 
Amir also appreciated the heart-
felt sentiments of friendship and 
goodwill conveyed by His Majes-
ty’s speech, reaffi  rming his com-
mitment to strengthening the 

Agreements signed would further 
enhance relations between the two 
nations, especially in the fields of 
gas, investment and economy: Amir

ties that bind the two countries for 
the benefi t of their peoples.

Regarding the bilateral relations, 
His Highness the Amir noted that 
the agreements signed would further 
enhance the relations between the 
two nations, especially in the fi elds 
of gas, investment, and economy.

In closing, His Highness the Amir 
extended his best wishes for contin-

ued health, happiness, and success 
to Their Majesties and prosperity to 
the friendly Dutch people.

At the beginning of the lunch-
eon, King Willem-Alexander de-
livered a speech welcoming His 
Highness the Amir, Her Highness 
Sheikha Jawaher and the accom-
panying delegation, expressing the 
Netherlands’ warm welcome of the 

visit and his personal delight at it.
Upon their arrival, His High-

ness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani and Her Highness 
Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad bin 
Suhaim al-Thani were accorded 
an offi  cial reception ceremony. 
Leading the welcoming party were 
King Willem-Alexander and Queen 
Maxima.To Page 12

Two Israeli air strikes targeting 
aid supplies killed at least 11 
Palestinians in Gaza yesterday, 
medics said, as Israeli tanks 
pushed deeper into Rafah in the 
south and fought their way back 
into areas in the north they had 
already subdued months ago.
One strike at a food distribution 
centre in Gaza City, near the 
Shati historic refugee camp, 
killed three people. Another, 
near Bani Suhaila town in the 
southern Gaza Strip, killed at 
least eight, including guards 
who accompany aid trucks, the 
medics said.
Overnight, an Israeli air strike 
at a medical clinic in Gaza City 
killed the director of Gaza’s 
Ambulance and Emergency 
Department, the enclave’s 
health ministry said. The health 
ministry said the killing of Hani 
al-Jaafarawi brought the number 
of medical staff  killed by Israeli 
fire since Oct 7 to 500. 
More than eight months into 
the fighting, international 
mediation backed by the US has 
so far failed to bring a ceasefire 
agreement. 
Yesterday, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said 
he remained committed to a 
proposed ceasefire and hostage 
deal, announced by US President 
Joe Biden in May. Page 5

2 Israeli strikes 
on aid supplies 
kill 11 in Gaza
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HE the Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-
Thani met with UK Secretary of 
State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs David 
Cameron in London yesterday. The 
meeting discussed the two countries’ 
co-operation relations and ways to 
support and develop them, especially 
in investments. The two sides also 
discussed the gravity of the situation 
in the Gaza Strip and the occupied 
Palestinian territories; the latest 
developments in the joint mediation 
efforts aimed at stopping the war in 
the Strip; and ensuring the continued 
flow of humanitarian aid to Gaza 
without obstacles, in addition to the 
latest developments in Afghanistan 
and Ukraine and a host of topics of 
mutual interest. (QNA)

PM, Cameron discuss Gaza situation

HE the Minister of State for Foreign Aff airs Sultan bin Saad al-Muraikhi met separately yesterday with Uzbekistan’s Deputy Foreign Minister Bakhromjon Aloyev, Bangladeshi Minister of State for Foreign Aff airs Mohamed 
Shahriar Alam and Myanmar’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Than Swe on the sidelines of the 19th ministerial meeting of the Asian Co-operation Dialogue, held in Tehran, Iran. The meetings discussed Qatar’s 
co-operation relations with the three countries and ways to support and strengthen them. (QNA)

Al-Muraikhi in Tehran meetings

Shura Council endorses draft law 
on job localisation in private sector
The Shura Council held its 

weekly meeting yesterday, 
under the chairpersonship of 

its Speaker HE Hassan bin Abdullah 
al-Ghanem. The council took note 
of the report of the Internal and 
External Aff airs Committee regard-
ing the public discussion request 
submitted by several of the Council 
members pertaining to the proce-
dures for the departure of domestic 
workers from the country.

HE the Speaker highlighted the 
decision of referring the afore-
mentioned discussion request to 
the committee for further exami-
nation, noting that the council 
had previously discussed the topic 
of reorganising domestic workers 
recruitment offi  ces and submitted 
it to the Services and Public Facili-
ties Committee, which discussed it 
further and submitted its report to 
the council.

HE al-Ghanem said that due to 
the nexus between the two top-
ics, the council decided to refer 
the committee’s opinion regard-
ing domestic workers recruit-
ment agencies to the Internal 
and External Affairs Committee 
for further perusal, simultane-
ously with the examination of 

the topic of workers’ departure.
After thoroughly discussing 

the committee’s report and shar-
ing perspectives on the topic of 
the domestic workers’ departure 
measures, the Council decided to 
submit a motion of desire to the 
esteemed government. The mo-
tion of desire included the Coun-
cil’s viewpoints and an array of 
measures that would compel do-
mestic workers to submit leave or 
fi nal departure through the ‘Met-
rash’ application to the employer 
within a minimum of fi ve working 
days, to obtain the necessary ap-
proval for their request, as they 
are not permitted to leave without 
obtaining prior approval, and do-
mestic workers are entitled to ap-
peal to the relevant authorities in 
case the mentioned request is not 
approved.

The proposal included a call for 
the necessity of co-ordination 
among the state competent au-
thorities regarding the registra-
tion of escape cases for domes-
tic workers during the validity of 
their employment contract with 
the competent authority, whereby 
transferring their sponsorship to 
other employers is prohibited.

As to the other matter con-
cerning the reorganisation and 
monitoring of domestic worker 
recruitment agencies, the Council 
decided to submit a motion of de-
sire to the esteemed government, 
underscoring the necessity of 
amending domestic worker con-
tracts to ensure their responsibility 
in case of escape and payment of 
their travel expenses, without ob-
ligating the employer to pay those 
expenses after reporting the es-
cape, because the worker’s escape 
constitutes a clear violation of the 

contractual relationship between 
the two sides.

The proposal stipulated that 
those workers, upon being ap-
prehended or surrendering them-
selves to the competent authori-
ties, must bear the cost of their 
return ticket. Alternatively, the 
individual or company that har-
boured and employed them ille-
gally would be responsible for their 
deportation expenses instead of 
the original employers. Also, the 
motion of desire called for the es-
tablishment of an insurance sys-

tem to address the fi nancial im-
plications of domestic workers’ 
escape cases.

Additionally, the motion of desire 
emphasised the importance of in-
creasing penalties against runaway 
domestic workers and those who 
provide them shelter and alterna-
tive job opportunities, whether in-
dividuals or companies. It called for 
tightening supervision over places 
that could off er employment to this 
category, whether in private jobs, 
hourly work, live-in arrangements, 
hotels, or restaurants.

During the session, Council 
endorsed the draft law on job lo-
calisation in the private sector af-
ter reviewing the report from the 
Financial and Economic Aff airs 
Committee accordingly. The Coun-
cil members discussed the provi-
sions of the draft law. Additionally, 
the council approved a draft law 
amending certain provisions of Law 
No 24 of 2015, regulating tenders 
and auctions, following a review of 
the committee’s report.

The Council endorsed a draft 
law amending certain provisions of 
Law No 25 of 2015 on civil defence 
after discussing the report of the 
Internal and External Aff airs Com-

mittee accordingly. Afterwards, 
the Council reviewed the report 
of the Information and Cultural 
Aff airs Committee regarding the 
government’s statement on the 
motion of desire submitted by the 
council concerning the phenom-
enon of Qatari teachers refraining 
from the teaching profession and 
took the appropriate decision ac-
cordingly.

The Council also reviewed the 
esteemed government’s statement 
regarding the motion of desire 
submitted by the Council concern-
ing the utilisation of retirees in the 
labour market and decided to refer 
it to the Financial and Economic 
Aff airs Committee for further pe-
rusal and submission of fi ndings.

Additionally, the Council ap-
proved the request to extend the 
work of the Information and Cul-
tural Aff airs Committee to examine 
the request for public discussion 
on regulating the production and 
dissemination of media content on 
digital platforms. Upon the con-
clusion of the session, the Council 
discussed an array of reports on the 
participation of its delegations in a 
number of international parlia-
mentary events. (QNA)

The Shura Council in session.

MoFA 
organises 
regional 
rights 
workshop

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs launched yesterday 
its second regional train-

ing programme, organised by its 
Human Rights Department in 
co-operation with the UN Hu-
man Rights Training and Docu-
mentation Centre for South-
West Asia and the Arab Region. 

The four-day programme 
will address the topic of inter-
action with international hu-
man rights mechanisms, with 
the participation of several 
diplomats and relevant offi-
cials from Qatar and the Gulf 
Co-operation Council (GCC) 
countries, as well as represent-
atives of the council’s General 
Secretariat. 

The programme aims to en-
hance knowledge and inter-
action with UN human rights 
mechanisms and international 
instruments. (QNA)

GCC states affi  rm 
importance of protecting 
right to education

The Gulf Co-operation Council 
(GCC) countries have reaf-
fi rmed their deep belief in the 

importance of protecting and pro-
moting the right to education, which 
they consider a crucial element for 
progress in teaching, scientifi c re-
search, and academia at various lev-
els and frameworks.

This statement was delivered by 
Qatar’s Permanent Representative to 
the UN Offi  ce in Geneva HE Hend bint 
Abdalrahman al-Muftah, on behalf 
of the GCC, in her capacity as chair-
person of the Gulf Group, during the 
“Interactive Dialogue on the Report of 
the Special Rapporteur on the Right to 
Education,” as part of the 56th session 
of the Human Rights Council.

The GCC countries highlighted 
their agreement with the Special 
Rapporteur’s report on the impor-
tance of safeguarding the right to 
education against contemporary 
challenges and threats posed by the 
digitisation of education, particularly 
in the fi eld of artifi cial intelligence. 

They pointed out that they have 
implemented various supportive 
measures for scientifi c research, 
such as providing fi nancial, techni-

cal, and technological incentives, 
as well as continuous support and 
development in this fi eld. These 
measures have enabled academic 
and research institutions to achieve 
advanced positions in terms of the 
quality of scientifi c research and the 
level of teaching. 

The GCC also emphasised the need 
to address the risks of harmful use of 
artifi cial intelligence, which poses a 
real threat to scientifi c research.

In light of the dire situation in Gaza 
and the deprivation of Palestinian 
students from their right to educa-
tion, the GCC countries condemned 
the systematic and ongoing targeting 
of educational institutions by the oc-
cupying power, noting approximately 
625,000 children have been without 
education for more than eight months 
due to the war, with nearly 90% of 
schools and universities destroyed.

The GCC countries called on the 
international community to take 
action to end this brutal war com-
pletely and to provide all possible 
means to allow Palestinian students 
to continue their educational jour-
ney, which is closely linked to human 
rights. (QNA)

Qatar reaffirms commitment 
to upholding rights of women

Qatar has reiterated its 
unwavering stance in 
support of enhancing 

the enjoyment of all rights for 
women and girls, grounded in 
the principles of equality, jus-
tice, and fairness.

This affi  rmation was made in 
a statement delivered by Fatima 
al-Mannai, Second Secretary at 
the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, 
during the interactive dialogue 
with the Special Rapporteur 
on violence against women 
and girls, as part of the 56th 
session of the Human Rights 
Council in Geneva.

Qatar has placed signifi cant 

emphasis on protecting women 
and girls from all forms of vio-
lence, al-Mannai highlighted 
noting that Qatar has worked 
through a societal and insti-
tutional framework, based on 
religious teachings and cultural 
values, to uphold the dignity of 
women and elevate their status 
and role in society.

She expressed Qatar’s strong 
condemnation of all acts of 
violence and discrimination 
against women and girls, re-
gardless of the perpetrators, 
locations, or identities of the 
victims. Al-Mannai also voiced 
concern over the ongoing prev-

alence of violence and exploi-
tation against women and girls, 
including those facilitated by 
modern technology and artifi -
cial intelligence. 

She emphasised the im-
portance of providing equal 
access to quality education 
for women and girls, as well 
as fair and safe employment 
opportunities. Al-Mannai 
stressed the need to address 
the root causes that lead to 
the vulnerability of women 
and girls, and to prevent their 
involvement in activities 
where their rights and dignity 
are not respected. (QNA)

Qatar committed to goals of 
Asian Co-operation Dialogue
Qatar participated yesterday 
in the 19th ministerial meeting 
of the Asian Co-operation 
Dialogue, held in Tehran, Iran. 
HE the Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Sultan bin Saad 
al-Muraikhi headed Qatar’s 
delegation at the meeting. In his 
speech during the meeting, HE 
al-Muraikhi emphasised Qatar’s 
commitment to the goals and 
values of the Asian Co-operation 
Dialogue, saying that the 
dialogue constitutes the State’s 
most important principle for 
establishing international peace 
and security and one of the 
pillars of its foreign policy.
He reiterated Qatar’s firm stance 
on the justice of the Palestinian 
cause and the legitimate rights 
of the fraternal Palestinian 
people, especially their right 

to self-determination and the 
establishment of an independent 
Palestinian state on the 1967 
borders with East Jerusalem 
as its capital. HE al-Muraikhi 
aff irmed that Qatar stresses 
the importance of adhering to 
the Doha Agreement to bring 
peace to Afghanistan, which was 
announced in 2020 with Qatar’s 

mediation, and which set the road 
map to reach a political solution 
that guarantees peace, stability, 
and prosperity for the fraternal 
Afghan people. Concluding 
his speech, he welcomed the 
participating delegations in the 
upcoming 3rd Asia Co-operation 
Dialogue Summit, set to convene 
in Doha on October 2-3. (QNA)



3Gulf Times
Tuesday, June 25, 2024

QATAR

QNL’s Heritage Library, a treasure trove
The Heritage Library at Qa-

tar National Library (QNL) 
stands out as an essential 

destination for fi rst-time visitors 
as well as seasoned history enthu-
siasts. “This treasure trove is me-
ticulously curated to showcase and 
preserve the rich tapestry of Qatar 
and the broader region’s history,” a 
statement explained yesterday. 

There are eight unique collec-
tions that the Heritage Library 
safeguards, each off ering a window 
into the past and an insight into the 
complex history that has shaped 
the modern Middle East. The QNL 
Archives preserve vital historical 
and cultural documents, including 
centuries-old original documents, 
letters, telegrams, certifi cates, in-
voices, and multimedia archives 
that capture the unique culture 
and heritage of Qatar and the Arab 
world.

A vast collection of books in Eu-
ropean languages includes works 
from the end of the 15th century to 
the early 20th century, featuring 

early European translations of the 
Qur’an and Arab-Islamic scientifi c 
literature.

Showcasing rare examples of 
early Arabic printed books, the 
section concerned includes works 
from the Medici Oriental Press in 
Italy, Oxford University Press, and 
other publishers from Europe and 
the Arab world. QNL holds more 
than 20 historical globes dating 
from the 18th to the mid-20th cen-
tury, including a terrestrial globe 
made for Britain’s King George III 
and other rare pieces that reference 
Qatari cities.

With a focus on Qatar, the Gulf 
and the Arabian Peninsula, there 
is a collection of early photographs 
that document signifi cant archi-
tectural, social and historical mo-
ments up to the 1980s. More than 
2,400 manuscripts, primarily 
Qur’anic and other religious texts, 
are the highlights of QNL’s collec-
tion, along with manuscripts on the 
Arabic language, sciences and ear-
ly Christian-Arab and non-Arabic 

texts. Featuring more than 1,200 
sheet maps and numerous atlases, 
a collection focuses on Arabia and 
the Gulf region, enriched by maps 
of historically important sites and 
contributions from renowned car-
tographers. Maps, manuscripts 
and books from the Heritage Li-
brary can be requested for view-
ing in the Reading Room. Dating 

from the 18th and 19th centuries, 
a collection includes navigational 
tools, chronometers, telescopes, 
astrolabes and even 19th century 
medicine chests, showcasing the 
equipment used by historical trav-
ellers and explorers. Each item and 
collection in the Heritage Library 
not only preserves the rich history 
and culture of the region but also 

serves as a bridge connecting the 
past to the present, inviting visi-
tors to explore and learn about the 
signifi cant contributions of Qatar 
and the broader Arab and Islamic 
world to human knowledge. 

Visitors have the added ad-
vantage of enjoying this enrich-
ing experience completely free 
of charge. For those interested in 

gaining deeper insights and a more 
structured exploration, QNL of-
fers guided tours of the Heritage 
Library. These tours are led by ex-
perts who provide valuable context 
and detailed explanations of the 
items and their signifi cance in re-
gional history. A guided tour can be 
booked through QNL’s website, the 
statement added.

LuLu Hypermarket Qatar will launch today its 
popular ‘Half Pay Back’ promotion. Running until 
July 6, the promotion off ers ‘remarkable deals’ on 
a vast array of fashion items, including ready-made 
garments, sarees, churidars, footwear, and ladies’ 
bags, a statement said.
During the promotional period, shoppers who spend 
QR100 will instantly receive a QR50 free shopping 
voucher. Renowned brands such as Louis Philippe, 
Allen Solly, Peter England, Lee, Wrangler, Crocs, Doc 
& Mark, Sketchers, Reebok, Arrow, Eten, Cortigiani, 
De Backers, John Louise, Killer, Sunnex, Twills, 
Oxemberg, Sin, Tom Smith, Ruff , Marco Donateli, 
Van Heusen, and many more are included in the 
promotion.
Throughout the campaign, LuLu Hypermarkets will 
present a wide spectrum of products across various 
categories at attractive prices. In addition to the 
‘Half Pay Back’ promotion, customers can benefit 
from the ongoing QR10/15/20/30 promotion, which 
off ers essentials such as fresh foods, groceries, 
health and beauty products, selected household 
items, accessories, and more. This promotion is 
valid until July 7.
Customers also have the chance to participate in 

the ‘Shop and Win’ promotion, which off ers the 
opportunity to win a QR1mn cash prize/ LuLu gift 
vouchers, and 1mn Happiness loyalty points. The 
grand draw will take place on August 5 at the LuLu 
Hypermarket on D-Ring Road, the statement added.
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Indonesian parliament delegation 
meets community members in Qatar

The Indonesian embassy 
in Qatar held a commu-
nity gathering to welcome 

members of Indonesia’s Parlia-
ment or People’s Consultative 
Assembly (MPR) on June 22. The 
event at the chancery, aimed to 
socialise the four pillars of In-
donesia’s nationhood: Pancasila 
(state’s ideology), Constitution, 
Unitary State of Indonesia Prin-
ciple, and Bhinneka Tunggal Ika 
(unity in diversity), a statement 
said yesterday.

Indonesian ambassador Rid-
wan Hassan welcomed the at-
tendees and panel speakers, con-
sisting of MPR members and the 
youth, saying: “The gathering 
with our community is very im-
portant since it will boost our pa-
triotism to our beloved country”.

Dr Al-Muzzamil Yusuf, a rep-
resentative of MPR, delivered 
remarks and insights into the 
importance of the four pillars 
of Indonesian nationalism in 
hopes to promote a prosperous 
future for Indonesia. He stressed 
the signifi cance for Indonesian 
youth to hold the values of Indo-
nesian patriotism and national-
ity to mobilise the future genera-
tion. 

Dr al-Muzzamil, along with 

another member of MPR, Mercy 
Chriesty Barends, reminded the 
youth of Indonesia to never for-
get the values of their country 
even if they live or study abroad. 
Attendees were given a chance 
to ask questions to the panel 
speakers. Former head of Per-
miqa, Ali Musthofa, talked about 
permissions for processing en-
ergy resources in Indonesia. 
This led to an interaction about 
recent issues, developments and 

progresses in the Indonesian in-
dustry for energies. 

Student representatives Mi-
kayla Said and Najma Hilal from 
the Indonesian youth organisa-
tion called ‘Anak Qatar’, inquired 
about how the youth can be more 
informed and aware of Indone-
sian values such as the four Pil-
lars of Nationalism, in order to 
grow and be eff ective members 
of the future Indonesian society, 
the statement added.

Indonesian Parliament members and embassy officials led by 
ambassador Ridwan Hassan meet with Indonesian community in 
Qatar.

Qatar entices stopover passengers
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

Visit Qatar is enticing travel-
lers to make the most of their 
layovers in the country with 

a summer campaign highlighting 
diverse attractions. Through cap-
tivating social media posts and a 
new video series, Visit Qatar invites 
stopover passengers to discover the 
country’s unique blend of modern 
architecture, cultural treasures, and 
warm hospitality.

Among the highlighted destina-
tions include Souq Waqif, a bus-
tling marketplace off ering a sen-
sory feast with traditional crafts, 
antiques, and an array of culinary 
delights; Old Doha Port’s Mina 
District, a colourful historical area 
fi lled with traditional architecture 
and charm; and The Pearl Island, 
an upscale waterfront destination 
boasting luxurious residences, wa-
terfront restaurants, and shopping 
opportunities.

Another video highlights the 
beauty and the various off erings 
of Old Souq Al Wakra, curated for 
those who want to spend a day trip. 
The Visit Qatar video also features 
the Katara — the Cultural Village, a 
cultural hub showcasing art, mu-
sic, and traditional Qatari heritage; 
the world-class National Museum 
of Qatar, showcasing the country’s 
rich history and culture; and the 
Museum of Islamic Art, a stunning 

architectural masterpiece housing a 
signifi cant collection.

A video also showcases Doha 
Beach Club at West Bay, one of 
Doha’s iconic beach destinations 
off ering a range of outdoor and 
other water sports and activities, 
as well as the various water parks 
in the country. Visit Qatar’s latest 
and recently launched tourism ini-
tiative, ‘Your Summer Starts Here’, 
features Bahraini infl uencer and 
fi lmmaker Omar Farooq and Qatari 

athlete Mutaz Barshim experienc-
ing Qatar’s curated summer off er-
ings. Viewers are taken on a jour-
ney showcasing the country’s best, 
from world-class shopping malls to 
pristine beaches and fi ve-star din-
ing experiences.

A partnership between Visit 
Qatar and Qatar Airways off ers 
stopover fl ight packages in Doha, 
designed to maximise the stopover 
experience. These packages include 
24-hour check-in facilities and 
customisable add-on options like 
airport assistance, transfers, and 
curated tours.

The campaign also highlights 
Qatar’s vibrant culinary scene, 
featuring popular restaurants and 
traditional dishes such as the iconic 
Um Ali dessert served at Sheraton 
Grand Doha Resort and Convention 
Hotel. Even at Hamad International 
Airport, Visit Qatar noted that 
travellers could enjoy a seamless 
and relaxing stopover experience. 
The campaign features the airport’s 
diverse retail and dining options, 
ensuring that even a brief transit 
is fi lled with enjoyable activities: 
“Who said transits have to be bor-
ing? Take a break from the hustle 
and bustle of travel to indulge in 
some retail therapy and delicious 
dining options.”

According to Visit Qatar, such 
tourism off erings during this pe-
riod allow travellers to explore the 
country’s hidden gems and create 
lasting memories.

A Visit Qatar video showcases 
Qatar’s iconic architecture and 
cultural off erings.

The campaign features the 
famous Um Ali dessert.

Qatar Airways is Skytrax ‘Airline 
of the Year’ for record eighth time

Qatar Airways has been 
awarded the ‘Airline of 
the Year’ title by Sky-

trax, returning to the top for an 
unprecedented eighth time, a 
statement said yesterday. The 
5-star carrier was also recog-
nised with three additional 
awards: ‘World’s Best Business 
Class’, ‘World’s Best Business 
Class Airline Lounge’, and ‘Best 
Airline in the Middle East’.

Recently, Qatar Airways’ 
home and hub, Hamad Interna-
tional Airport (HIA), was named 
‘World’s Best Airport’ in 2024 by 
Skytrax for the third time. HIA 
also received the award for ‘Best 
Airport in the Middle East’ for the 
tenth time, and Qatar Duty Free 
received ‘World’s Best Airport 
Shopping’ for the second con-
secutive year. This is the fi rst time 
that an airline, an airport, and the 
airport’s retail have been crowned 

as ‘World’s Best’ in all three Sky-
trax categories. 

This year is the eighth time 
since 2011 that Qatar Airways 
has been awarded Airline of the 
Year. The Skytrax World Airline 
Awards, widely regarded as ‘the 
Oscars of the aviation industry’, 

represent the pinnacle of excel-
lence in aviation. Commenting 
on this achievement, Qatar Air-
ways Group CEO engineer Badr 
Mohamed al-Meer, said: “This 
is a proud moment for Qatar 
Airways. I am honoured to share 
this award with my dedicated 
team. This award is a testimony 
to our relentless commitment to 
providing unparalleled service 
and innovation. We look for-
ward to continuing to serve our 
customers with the highest level 
of excellence.”

Skytrax CEO Edward Plaisted 
remarked: “Qatar Airways’ im-
pressive achievement of winning 
the Airline of the Year title for the 
eighth time, alongside three ad-
ditional top accolades, is a true 
testament to the airline’s high 
standards and dedication. Qatar 
Airways was and will continue to 
be customers’ favourite airline.”

Qatar Airways Group CEO, engineer Badr Mohamed al-Meer, receives the ‘Airline of the Year’ title from Skytrax.

LuLu Hypermarket unveils 
Half Pay Back promotion
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Qatar and Kiribati sign civil aviation accord

Qatar has signed an air services agreement with Kiribati, following bilateral discussions held yesterday 
between the civil aviation authorities of the two countries.
Qatar’s delegation was led by acting General Civil Aviation Authority president Mohamed bin Faleh 
al-Hajri, while the Kiribati delegation was headed by Deputy Minister of Information, Communication, and 
Transport Metikitike Mouti.
The discussions aimed to explore ways to enhance co-operation in air transport and address various topics 
of mutual interest in civil aviation. – QNA

Philippine ambassador Lil-
libeth V Pono (pictured) 
has highlighted the criti-

cal need for safe, secure, reli-
able, and cost-effi  cient remit-
tance processes at a roundtable 
discussion on remittances, mi-
gration, and development at the 
UN House in Lusail.

The event, organised by the 
International Organisation for 
Migration (IOM) and the em-
bassy of Haiti in Qatar, marked 
the commemoration of the In-
ternational Day of Family Remittances (IDFR).

Pono underlined the signifi cant impact of remittances on 
individual benefi ciaries and the destination countries’ overall 
economies.

She stressed the importance of fi nancial literacy to ensure that 
remittances reach their intended recipients and contribute to 
long-term fi nancial security and growth.

The IDFR, a key mechanism of the Global Compact for Safe, 
Orderly and Regular Migration, recognises the crucial economic 
role of remittances and acknowledges the sacrifi ces often made 
by migrant workers and their families.

The United Nations emphasises that the IDFR “highlights the 
economic impact of remittances on households, communities, 
and nations, and recognises the sacrifi ce, separation and gener-
osity often involved”.

Philippine ambassador 
speaks on importance of 
safe, secure remittance

In a move that refl ects their commitment to improving 
response to climate change and building resilience in 
the most vulnerable communities, Qatar Charity (QC) 

and Islamic Relief have signed a co-operation agreement to 
launch joint initiatives in Pakistan.

The agreement signed between Qatar Charity’s offi  ce in 
Pakistan and Islamic Relief encompasses enhancing capa-
bilities to adapt to climate change and implementing joint 
programmes in the fi eld of disaster mitigation.

The director of the QC offi  ce in Pakistan, Amin Abdul-
rahman, said in a statement that climate change is a global 
challenge that requires an immediate response.

He said that the QC has adopted joint initiatives with Is-
lamic Relief to confront issues of poverty, provide humani-
tarian aid, and promote human rights and social justice in 
Pakistan.

The director of the Islamic Relief Offi  ce in Pakistan, Asif 
Shirazi, said that the agreement with the QC will enhance 

Pakistan’s ability to adapt to climate challenges and en-
hance disaster preparedness.

Qatar Charity has been taking eff ort to help reduce the 
eff ects and repercussions of disasters and humanitarian 
crises in Pakistan.

During the recent fl oods that affl  icted Pakistan, the QC 
was present on the ground, providing urgent relief.

It is also working to implement water and sanitation 
projects in Afghan refugee areas. – QNA

Qatar Charity, Islamic Relief ink pact 
to launch joint initiatives in Pakistan

To gauge the quality of 
services, the Qatar Gen-
eral Electricity and Wa-

ter Corporation (Kahramaa) 
has announced the launch of a 
comprehensive customer sat-
isfaction survey for 2024.

The fi ndings of the annual, 
broad-based survey, to be 
held until October, would al-
low Kahramaa to stay abreast 
with prevalent customer sen-
timents and seek feedback 
in its pursuit to enhance and 
improve the customer experi-
ence.

Kahramaa has collaborated 
with Nielsen Consultancy, 
which will conduct the survey 
on behalf of the corporation.

The survey shall cover all 
customer segments: residen-
tial, commercial, corporate, 
and bulk/industrial custom-
ers.

The assessment also seeks 
to garner insight from the li-
censed electrical consultants 
and contractors, who repre-
sent customers in the build-
ing permit and service con-
nection processes, to obtain 
a measure of Kahramaa’s ef-
fi ciency in these critical areas.

Engineer Yousef al-Jaidah, 
manager of Kahramaa’s Plan-
ning and Quality Department, 
underscored the signifi cance 
of the customer satisfac-
tion survey as a cornerstone 
in guiding the corporation’s 
strategies and projects.

He reaffi  rmed Kahramaa’s 
commitment to continuously 
improve its services, provid-
ing a seamless, top-quality 
experience for all customers 
in line with Qatar’s dynamic 
development and regional/
global leadership in public 
services.

“Throughout the creation 
of this survey, we strived to 
establish a robust assessment 
system capable of measur-
ing satisfaction levels in rela-
tion to all key services off ered 
by Kahramaa, including our 
customer service centres, call 
centre, online platforms, mo-
bile app, and other avenues 
of service delivery,” al-Jaidah 
said. 

“Our aim is to acquire a 
holistic understanding of our 
success in meeting customer 
expectations and delivering 
services of the highest stand-
ard,” he added.

Kahramaa 
launches 
survey 
to gauge 
customer 
sentiment, 
obtain 
feedback

The Preventive Health Department 
under the Wellness Section of the 
Primary Health Care Corpora-

tion (PHCC) held the closing and award 
ceremony to recognise schools that par-
ticipated in the wellness programme for 
the academic year 2023-2024.

Implemented for the second year in 
collaboration with the School Health 
Section under the supervision of the 
Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education (MoEHE), the wellness pro-
gramme was aimed at enhancing stu-
dents’ quality of life physically, men-
tally and socially.

This covered raising awareness about 
healthy eating habits, general exercise 
recommendations, improved sleeping 
patterns and eff ective stress manage-
ment for achieving wellness or well-
being as well as creating a healthy aca-
demic environment for students.

Honoured on the occasion were well-
ness centres located at health centres in 
Al Khor, Al Ruwais, Umm Slal, Leabaib, 
Rawdat Al Khail, Muaither, and Al Wa-
jba for their eff orts in promoting well-
ness programmes in schools, physicians 
and fi tness coaches, school nurses and 
co-ordinators, and student winners of 
drawing and essay competitions that 
have been conducted.

The closing ceremony at Al Sadd 
Health Centre featured keynote ad-
dresses by programme manager and 
Wellness for Community Interventions 
head Dr Abdulhameed al-Khenji, Well-
ness for Clinical Interventions head Dr 
Hissa al-Muraikhi, and Wellness Com-
munity Intervention co-ordinator Dr 
Eiman Abu Elshwarib.

The initiative covered 15 government 
schools from the primary, secondary 
and higher secondary categories.

Participants of School 
Wellness Programme 
honoured at event

Off icials at the ceremony honouring the School Wellness Programme participants.

With schools closed and children at home for the long sum-
mer break, the Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC) has 
urged parents and caregivers to ensure that children are not 

exposed to excessive heat and humidity, to protect them from heat-
related illnesses that are more common during the summer months.

An expert has urged parents to exercise caution and refrain from 
exposing children to high temperature or humidity if they do out-
door activities with them.

The director of Hamad Trauma Centre’s Hamad Injury Protection 
Programme (HIPP), Dr Rafael Consunji, said: “Children are at an 
increased risk of developing heat-related illness if exposed to high 
temperatures, because they don’t adjust to changes in environmen-
tal conditions as quickly as most healthy adults do.”

“Therefore, it is very important for parents or caregivers to ensure 
children’s outdoor play time is when temperature and humidity are 
low, or they can let children play in air-conditioned or shaded area,” 
he said.

Dr Consunji said parents need to be vigilant and monitor their 
children while taking them outdoors, explaining that while the hot 
weather can be a danger for everyone, for children the dangers are 
magnifi ed.

He added that a child’s temperature can rise fi ve times faster than 
that of an adult’s, especially on hot days.

Common signs and symptoms of heat stress and heat-related ill-
nesses include:
 An elevated body temperature
 Cool/clammy skin
 Irritability
 Increased thirst/sweating
 Headache, and
 Feeling faint, dizzy or weak.
If unrecognised or neglected, these signs and symptoms can lead 

to more severe heat exhaustion and stroke.
The Hamad Medical Corporation has issued advisories urging to 

parents and caregivers to follow heat prevention precautions such as 
ensuring the children wear lightweight, light-coloured and loose-
fi tting clothing, using a timer to limit their time under direct heat 
to 30 minutes or less, and drink cold fl uids every 15 minutes while 
outside. – QNA

Parents urged to 
protect kids from 
summer heat, 
heat-related issues
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Youth centres to hold diverse summer activities
A number of youth centres un-

der the Ministry of Sports 
and Youth have launched 

their summer programmes featur-
ing a variety of sports and creative 
activities throughout holidays.

Speaking to local Arabic daily 
Arrayah, managers of a number of 
youth centres explained that these 

activities suit various age categories 
of young people, with a focus on en-
hancing their creative capabilities.  

Hamad al-Muhannadi, manager 
of Al Thakhira Youth Centre, said 
its summer programme, from July 1 
to September 1 will include various 
activities and events including es-
ports tournaments. In co-operation 

with Qatar Sports For All Federa-
tion, training will be organised for 
the centre’s members in diff erent 
sport events.

The external activities include a 
visit to Qatar Olympic and Sports 
Museum, and a kayaking trip. The 
centre will also organise two train-
ing courses on the etiquette of Ma-

jlis (lounge gatherings), and the Qa-
tari Arda (folk dance).

Al-Muhannadi pointed out that 
the centre gives special focus to en-
gage people with special needs in 
its programmes and to co-operate 
with the entities concerned in this 
regard. The centre will also organ-
ise a number of lectures on cyber 

security and the safe use of the In-
ternet. Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Ab-
dulrahman al-Thani, manager of 
Barzan Youth Centre, said a variety 
of programmes for boys and girls 
will be held from July 1-August 10, 
including workshops, camps, trips 
and training courses. These include 
around 70% entertainment, 15% 

values and ethics and 15% focus 
on acquiring skills. There will be a 
special focus on football, swim-
ming, taekwondo, and some reli-
gious lectures as well. The centre 
will also have some programmes to 
engage those with special needs to 
enhance their skills and capabili-
ties in various fi elds.

Doha College installs 
eco-friendly seating
Doha College has installed 

innovative seating in-
spired by the popular 

British TV series The Wombles 
and donated by Environmental 
Street Furniture (ESF) in collab-
oration with the British Embassy 
Doha. 

This partnership brings inno-
vative, eco-friendly furniture to 
the British International School’s 
Al Wajba campus, emphasising 
the importance of sustainability 
and environmental stewardship 
in education, a statement said 
yesterday.

Since 2014, Doha College has 
been a pioneer in environmental 
education in Qatar, being the fi rst 
school in the country to adopt 
the Eco-School Programme. 
The school’s commitment to 
sustainability was recognised in 
2016 with the prestigious Green 
Flag status by the Foundation for 
Environmental Education (FEE), 
the world’s largest organisation 
of its kind. 

The Green Flag status was 
renewed in 2017 and 2018 un-
der the new national operator, 
Qatar Green Building Council 
(QGBC). That same year, the 
Primary School secured its own 
Green Flag status. Both of Doha 
College’s Primary and Second-
ary schools have upheld this 
recognition through a series of 

eco-friendly initiatives. Alan 
Lowry, CEO of Environmental 
Street Furniture, said: “Among 
this collection included our Wel-
lington Solar Bench and our Al-
derney Planter Bench, two inno-
vative seating options promoting 
the importance of sustainability 
through solar technology and re-
cycling post-consumer waste 
into useful products to be reused 
and enjoyed.”

The Wombles, a British tel-
evision series created in 1973, 
is known for its characters’ en-
vironmental activism. These 
characters, created by Elisabeth 
Beresford, are renowned for 

their eff orts in collecting and 
repurposing rubbish to help the 
planet. Originally introduced in 
children’s novels, they gained 
widespread popularity through 
a BBC television series and music 
by Mike Batt. Their motto, ‘Make 
Good Use of Bad Rubbish’, is a 
testament to their commitment 
to sustainability.

The Wellington Solar Bench, 
features advanced solar tech-
nology and amenities, including 
Wi-Fi capability and multiple 
smartphone charging options. 
It is a versatile addition to Doha 
College’s Al Attiyah Adventure 
Playpark, the statement added.

GCC underlines commitment 
to uphold right to health

The Gulf Co-operation 
Council (GCC) countries 
have reaffi  rmed their stead-

fast commitment to ensuring the 
right to health for all individuals 
within their territories, based on 
principles of non-discrimination 
and the provision of health serv-
ices that meet the diverse needs of 
their communities.

This statement was delivered by 
Qatar’s Permanent Representa-
tive to the UN Offi  ce in Geneva 
HE Hend bint Abdalrahman al-
Muftah, on behalf of the GCC, in 
her capacity as chairperson of the 
Gulf Group, during the “Interac-
tive Dialogue on the Report of the 
Special Rapporteur on the Right 
to Health,” held as part of the 
56th session of the Human Rights 
Council. The GCC countries em-
phasised that their approach to 
dealing with drug abuse and harm 
reduction stems from their duty to 
protect public health, social sta-
bility, and the well-being of their 

citizens. They highlighted that the 
development and implementation 
of laws are based on the cultural, 
social and legal contexts of each 
country, exercising their sovereign 
rights. The statement stressed 
that any discussions in this regard 
must align primarily with national 

priorities and legislative frame-
works.

The GCC also expressed their 
eagerness to continue dialogue 
and co-operation to enhance ef-
forts aimed at achieving the high-
est possible standard of health. 
(QNA)

Singapore’s Foreign Minister Dr Vivian 
Balakrishnan met with Qatar’s ambassador 
Saoud bin Jassim al-Jufairi. The meeting 
discussed bilateral relations. (QNA)

Singapore FM meets 
Qatar’s envoy

Medics aim to screen thousands 
of Gaza children for malnutrition
Reuters 
Deir al-Balah 

Medics in Gaza said yes-
terday they were work-
ing to step up screening 

of young children for severe mal-
nutrition amid fears that hunger 
is spreading as people fl ee to new 
areas.

Aid group International Medi-
cal Corps (IMC) and partners 
are planning to reach more than 
200,000 children under fi ve-
years-old as part of a “Find and 
Treat” campaign over com-
ing months, one of its doctors, 
Munawwar Said, told Reuters by 
phone.

“With the displacement, 
communities are settling in new 
locations that do not have access 
to clean water, or there is not ad-
equate access to food,” he said. 

“We fear there are more cases 
being missed.” Over the week-
end, families were already com-
ing into an IMC clinic in the 
central city of Deir al-Balah, 
opened after the agency said it 
had to shut down two centres in 
the southern city of Rafah due 
to insecurity.

Five-year-old Jana Ayad had 
weighed just 9 kilograms when 
she arrived, suffering from di-
arrhoea and vomiting, Nutri-
tion Officer Raghda Ibrahim 
Qeshta told Reuters as she care-
fully held the child.

“My daughter was dying in 
front of me,” said Nasma Ayad 
as she sat next to the bed. “I 
didn’t know what to do.” Jana 
had started putting on some 
weight after treatment, medics 
said, but she was still painfully 
thin with her ribs showing as 

she lay listlessly in her bunny 
pyjamas.

Staff can gauge nutrition 
levels by measuring the cir-
cumference of children’s arms. 
During a Reuters cameraman’s 
short visit at least two of the 
measurements were in the yel-
low band, indicating a risk of 
malnutrition. IMC data so far 
shows the most vulnerable are 
babies and infants up to two-
years-old.

A group of UN-led aid agen-
cies estimates that around 
7% of Gazan children may be 
acutely malnourished, com-
pared with 0.8% before the 
Israel-Hamas conflict began in 
the first week of October.

Until now the worst of se-
vere hunger has been in the 

north, with a UN-backed re-
port warning of imminent fam-
ine in March. But aid workers 
worry it could spread to cen-
tral and southern areas due to 
the upheaval around Rafah that 
has displaced more than 1mn 
people and constrained supply 
flows through southern cor-
ridors. More than 37,600 Pal-
estinians have been killed dur-
ing Israel’s military offensive 
in Gaza, according to Gaza’s 
health ministry.

Israel began the operation af-
ter Hamas-led fighters stormed 
Israel in the first week of Octo-
ber. It says it has expanded ef-
forts to facilitate aid flows into 
Gaza and blames international 
aid agencies for distribution 
problems inside the enclave.

Jana Ayad, a malnourished Palestinian girl, lies on a bed as her 
mother sits next to her at the International Medical Corps field 
hospital, amid the Israel-Hamas conflict, in Deir al-Balah in the 
southern Gaza Strip.

UNRWA chief urges 
pushback against 
efforts to disband 
Palestinian agency
Reuters
Geneva

 

The head of the United Na-
tions Palestinian refugee 
agency (UNRWA) yester-

day called on partners to fi ght 
back against eff orts by Israel to 
have the organisation disbanded 
as it provides humanitarian as-
sistance to Gaza and across the 
region.

“Israel has long been critical 
of the agency’s mandate. But it 
now seeks to end UNRWA’s op-
erations, dismissing the agen-
cy’s status as a United Nations 
entity supported by an over-
whelming majority of member 
states,” UNRWA chief Philippe 
Lazzarini said at a meeting of 
the agency’s advisory commis-
sion in Geneva.

“If we do not push back, other 
UN entities and international 
organisations will be next, fur-
ther undermining our multilat-
eral system.”

Lazzarini said the agency was 
being subjected to a “concerted 
eff ort” to dismantle it, including 
through legislative initiatives 
threatening to evict the agency 
from its compound and label-
ling UNRWA as a ‘terrorist’ or-

ganisation. Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu has for 
years called for UNRWA to be 
dismantled, accusing it of anti-
Israeli incitement. Last month, 
Israel’s parliament, the Knesset, 
passed the preliminary reading 
of a bill aimed at designating 
UNRWA as a ‘terrorist’ organi-
sation.

The Israeli diplomatic mis-
sion in Geneva dismissed Laz-
zarini’s statement yesterday.

Lazzarini also said the agency, 
which has provided essential aid 
to Gazans throughout Israel’s 
eight-month off ensive, was 
“staggering under the weight of 
relentless attacks”.

“In Gaza, the agency has paid 
a terrible price: 193 UNRWA 
personnel have been killed,” he 
said. “More than 180 instal-
lations have been damaged or 
destroyed, killing at least 500 
people seeking United Nations 
protection...Our premises have 
been used for military purposes 
by Israel.”

Several countries halted their 
funding to UNRWA following 
accusations by Israel that some 
of the agency’s staff  were in-
volved in the October fi rst week 
Hamas storming of Israel that 
triggered the Gaza war. 

Ship off 
Yemen coast 
reports 
‘explosion 
nearby’
Reuters
Dubai

A merchant vessel in the Ara-
bian Sea reported an explo-
sion in close proximity to 

it yesterday, the United Kingdom 
Maritime Trade Operations (UK-
MTO) said.

UKMTO said the crew was re-
ported safe and the vessel was 
proceeding to its next port of call.

The Red Sea and Gulf of Aden 
Joint Maritime Information 
Center (JMIC) later identifi ed the 
vessel as Liberian-fl agged con-
tainer MSC Sarah V, saying it was 
attacked by a missile while navi-
gating the Arabian Sea but was not 
hit. The ship was sailing 246 nau-
tical miles southeast of Yemen’s 
Nishtun. The ship reported a mis-
sile landing in the water approxi-
mately 50 metres off  the starboard 
side of the ship, JMIC said.

“The vessel was likely attacked 
due to perceived Israeli associa-
tion,” JMIC’s note added.

Yemen’s Houthi group has 
been launching drone and missile 
strikes in shipping lanes since No-
vember, saying that it acts in soli-
darity with Palestinians in Israel’s 
war in Gaza. In dozens of attacks, 
the Houthis have sunk two vessels, 
seized another and killed at least 
three seafarers.
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Risk of all-out Middle East war grows daily: German minister
Reuters
Dubai

Germany is extremely con-
cerned about rising vio-
lence on Israel’s border 

with Lebanon and the growing 
risk of a full-blown regional con-
fl ict, Foreign Minister Annalena 
Baerbock said on a visit to the re-
gion yesterday.

Speaking at a security confer-
ence, Baerbock also warned Is-
rael, that it could “lose itself” in 
the war against Hamas and that 

rising anger at the plight of civil-
ians in Gaza undermined Israel’s 
security.

Fears are growing that a war 
that has already killed tens of 
thousands in Gaza could spill into 
neighbouring countries.

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu signalled on Sun-
day that Israel could move more 
troops to the north, where fi ght-
ing against the Hezbollah militia 
has escalated on the border with 
Lebanon. Hezbollah began trad-
ing fi re with Israel on October 
8, a day after its Palestinian ally 

Hamas, which administers Gaza, 
stormed southern Israel. Tens of 

thousands have fl ed both sides of 
the border.

“We are extremely concerned 
about the increase in violence at 
the northern border. I will pay 
a visit to Beirut tomorrow again 
exactly for this reason,” Baerbock 
said, according to prepared re-
marks.

“Together with our partners, 
we are working hard on finding 
solutions that can prevent more 
suffering. The risk of an unin-
tended escalation and of all-out 
war is growing by the day.” As in 
other Western countries, the war 

in Gaza has stirred popular op-
position as the Palestinian death 
toll - now over 37,600 - has 
mounted, and Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz’s government has sharp-
ened its rhetoric about Israel’s 
conduct.

Baerbock highlighted the hu-
manitarian situation in Gaza, 
saying at least 17,000 children 
there were orphaned or separated 
from their parents. She fl agged 
reports of human rights viola-
tions including the torture of 
detainees, and extremist settlers 
driving Palestinians from their 

homes in the West Bank. Images 
from Gaza have sparked disbelief, 
sadness and anger, she warned.

Israel’s campaign in Gaza was 
triggered when Hamas-led fi ght-
ers stormed southern Israel in the 
fi rst week of October.

The Israeli military has said it is 
investigating allegations of mis-
treatment of detainees. A number 
of countries, including the United 
States, have imposed sanctions 
on violent Jewish settlers in the 
occupied West Bank and urged 
Israel to do more to stop the vio-
lence.

German Foreign Minister 
Annalena Baerbock.

Tensions mount 
ahead of SA coalition 
govt formation
AFP 
Johannesburg 

South Africa’s weakened 
African National Congress 
(ANC) denounced yester-

day “outrageous demands” for 
cabinet positions by its coalition 
partners in documents leaked to 
the press amid negotiations to 
form a government.

President Cyril Ramaphosa, 
71, who has been re-elected for 
a second full term, will lead what 
his ANC calls a government of 
national unity after losing its 
outright majority in the May 29 
general election.

The historied ANC of the late 
Nelson Mandela has governed 
South Africa since the advent 
of democracy in 1994 but only 
scored 40% of the vote last 
month. The ANC “notes with 
concern that some parties have 
been making outlandish and 
outrageous demands for specifi c 
cabinet positions in the media,” 
the party said in a statement.

In recent days, local media 
have reported tensions in nego-
tiations between the ANC and 
the largest opposition party, the 
Democratic Alliance (DA), which 
won 87 parliamentary seats 
compared to the ANC’s 159.

Ramaphosa faces having to 
balance demands for key minis-
terial posts from his party and its 
new allies, as well as mediating 
diverging views to agree a com-
mon policy agenda on the econ-
omy and other pressing matters.

But almost a month after the 
vote, no offi  cial communication 
has been made on the number of 
portfolios that will go to the new 
parties in government.

The head of state is expected to 
announce an “inclusive” cabinet 
in the coming days.

The national unity govern-
ment has 10 parties in total, in-

cluding the DA, the Zulu nation-
alist Inkatha Freedom Party and 
other smaller groups.

A document, apparently from 
the DA and showing its letter-
head outlining a list of preferred 
cabinet positions, has circulated 
on social media, stirring debate 
among South Africans.

“It is... reasonable and fair 
that the DA should have repre-
sentation across all cabinet clus-
ters. To speed matters along, we 
set out here our preferred port-
folios,” the document reads.

The list includes the energy, 
transport, justice, home aff airs 
and foreign ministries, among 
others.

“Negotiating through leaking 
demands to the media is an act 
of bad faith and this practice will 
not help the cause of any party,” 
the ANC said.

Ramaphosa faces having to balance demands 
for key ministerial posts from his party and its 
new allies, as well as mediating diverging views 
to agree a common policy agenda

Supporters 
attend an 
election 
campaign 
rally by Iranian 
presidential 
candidate and 
conservative 
former nuclear 
negotiator 
Saeed Jalili 
in the capital 
Tehran, 
yesterday, 
ahead of the 
upcoming 
Iranian 
presidential 
election.

Iran election campaign rally

Floods and landslides killed at least 24 people in 10 days in Abidjan, 
Ivory Coast’s largest city, authorities said yesterday after an unusually 
intense start to the rainy season, AFP reported from Abidjan.
Rain around four times heavier than normal fell on the West African 
nation’s economic capital over several days in that period, causing 
spectacular rises in water levels and landslides. The National Off ice 
for Civil Protection (ONPC) reported 24 deaths after “torrential rains 
from Thursday 13 to Saturday 22 June”, warning of the risk of collapsed 
buildings. Two more people were missing after being “swept away by 
the waters”, the ONPC statement added. It updated a toll given by the 
fire service on June 15, which said that eight people had died after the 
exceptionally heavy downpours. About a quarter of the precipitation 
expected over the entire three-month rainy season from May to July 
fell in 24 hours, the national meteorological service Sodexam said.
In the commune of Yopougon, Sodexam recorded 214 millimetres of 
rain in a day. The normal level is 50 millimetres (two inches).
Torrential rains followed by devastating floods are a regular 
occurrence in Abidjan, home to nearly 6mn people.

Floods, landslides kill 24 in Ivory Coast
DISTRESS

A revenge attack triggered by a 
cattle raid earlier this month has 
killed at least 17 people in northern 
South Sudan and forced oil workers 
to evacuate from the Toma South oil 
field, a local off icial said yesterday, 
Reuters reported from Nairobi. Cattle 
raiding linked to competition for 
scarce resources is one of the main 
triggers of conflict between ethnic 
groups in South Sudan, which is 
awash with weapons after decades 
of war. The fighting began on 
Saturday in a Khat Elnar village in the 
Ruweng Administrative Area.

South Sudan attack 
sparked by cattle 
raid kills 17

UNREST
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Taiwan’s President Lai Ching-te yesterday signed into 
law a controversial reform expanding parliament’s 
powers, but vowed to seek a ruling from the island’s 
top court to try to overturn it. Proponents of the 
expansion say it is needed to curb corruption, but 
critics fear the laws could weaken Taiwan’s democracy 
against the influence of China - which claims the 
island as part of its territory. Taiwan’s president is part 
of the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), which 
advocates for the island’s sovereignty. But it lost the 
parliamentary majority in January elections, spelling 
trouble for his administration. 

China’s coastguard yesterday said it took “necessary 
control measures” against and “drove away” four 
Japanese fishing vessels and several patrol boats 
which entered the “territorial waters” of Diaoyu Islands 
between June 20-24. The waters around the islands 
are disputed and claimed by both China and Japan, 
which calls them the Senkaku Islands. The two sides 
have faced off  in the waters, deploying patrol boats and 
urging the other to leave the area. “We urge Japan to 
immediately cease all illegal activities in the area and 
ensure similar incidents do not recur,” a spokesperson 
from China’s coastguard said in a statement.

A man holding what appeared to be a knife attacked 
a bus used by a Japanese school in Suzhou, China, 
yesterday, seriously wounding a Chinese woman and 
injuring a Japanese woman and her child, an off icial 
at the Japanese consulate in Shanghai said. The 
Chinese woman, who was aboard the bus, is in critical 
condition, while the injuries sustained by the Japanese 
woman and her preschooler child, who were waiting 
for the bus at a stop, are not life-threatening, the off icial 
said. Asked whether strained ties between Japan and 
China could be behind his action, the off icial declined 
to comment.

An Australian bank robber known as the “bicycle 
bandit” got a 35-year jail sentence yesterday - though 
he reportedly has advanced cancer and is seeking an 
imminent voluntary assisted death. Kym Allen Parsons, 
73, admitted to a string of aggravated robbery charges, 
documents from the South Australian Supreme Court 
in Adelaide showed. Parsons earned his moniker for 
fleeing some of his hold-ups on a bicycle. Justice 
Sandi McDonald yesterday ordered him to serve 35 
years, with a minimum period of 28 years before being 
eligible for parole, court papers showed. He carried out 
the robberies over a decade until 2014.

Taiwan president seeks to
overturn controversial reform

China coastguard ‘drives away’ 
Japanese boats from islands

Three injured as man 
attacks school bus in China

Australia’s ‘bicycle bandit’
gets 35-year jail sentence

PROPOSALCLAIMCRIME VERDICT

AFP
Manila

Philippine human rights cam-
paigner Leila de Lima was 
cleared of all criminal charg-

es yesterday, ending years of legal 
battles for one of the most vocal 
critics of former president Rodrigo 
Duterte and his deadly drug war.

The former senator and justice 
minister had spent a decade in-
vestigating “death squad” killings 
allegedly orchestrated by Duterte 
until she was arrested in 2017 and 
spent more than six years in prison.

“I am now completely free and 
vindicated. It’s very liberating,” an 
emotional de Lima told reporters 
as she emerged from the southern 
Manila courtroom.

The 64-year-old vowed that 
Duterte will not go scot-free for 
the drug war killings as well as her 
imprisonment.

“This is my message to the 
former president, Mr Duterte: 
Now it’s your turn to answer for 
your sins against the people.”

De Lima had been freed on bail 
in November last year, having ear-
lier been cleared of the two other 
drugs charges.

The last case concerned allega-
tions she took money from inmates 
inside the country’s largest prison 
to allow them to sell drugs while 
she was justice minister from 
2010-2015. “The prosecution was 
not able to prove the guilt of all the 
accused beyond reasonable doubt,” 
regional trial court judge Gener 
Gito wrote in his verdict acquitting 
de Lima and four other defendants 
of illegal drug trading.

De Lima was a sitting senator 
when she was arrested in 2017 and 
spent more than six years in jail 
while on trial for three drug traf-
fi cking charges.

She described the cases as pay-
back for her eff orts to investigate 
Duterte’s drug war, fi rst as head 
of the government’s independent 
human rights body, then as justice 
minister and during her term as a 
senator.

She had maintained that the 
charges, which carried a maximum 
penalty of life in prison, were fab-
ricated to silence her from criticis-
ing Duterte’s narcotics crackdown 
that left thousands dead.

Multiple witnesses, including 
prison gang bosses, died or recant-
ed their testimonies during the 
lengthy trials.

Also dismissed yesterday was 
a second charge alleging de Lima 
had persuaded a former employee 
to ignore a 2016 summons issued 
by the House of Representatives 
for a hearing on the trade of illegal 
drugs in Philippine prisons.

The ruling said de Lima had 
been denied her “right to a speedy 
trial” as guaranteed in the Philip-
pine constitution, having spent 
2,321 days in jail while on trial in a 
case where the maximum penalty 
if convicted is 180 days in prison.

That case was the only other 
remaining criminal proceeding 
against her, her lawyers said.

Before her arrest, de Lima spent 
a decade investigating Duterte’s 
drug war during his time as mayor 
of the southern city of Davao and 
early in his 2016-2022 presidency.

Thousands of drug suspects 
were killed by police and unknown 
gunmen in a campaign that became 
the centrepiece of Duterte’s 2016-
2022 rule, a crackdown that crit-
ics described as state-sponsored 
extrajudicial killings and is now a 
subject of an investigation by the 
International Criminal Court.

De Lima said yesterday she will 
continue to help the tribunal in 
its probe.

Philippine rights activist cleared of last drugs charge

South Korea 
battery plant
blaze kills
22 workers
Reuters
Hwaseong, South Korea

A lithium battery factory in 
South Korea was set on fi re 
after multiple batteries ex-

ploded yesterday, killing 22 work-
ers, most of them Chinese nation-
als, fi re offi  cials said.

The fire and a series of explo-
sions ripped through the factory 
run by primary battery manu-
facturer Aricell in Hwaseong, an 
industrial cluster southwest of 
the capital Seoul. The victims 
likely succumbed to extremely 
toxic gas within seconds of the 
blaze getting out of control, the 
officials said. It was unclear what 
caused the explosions and the 
fire was largely extinguished in 
about six hours.

Eighteen Chinese workers, two 
South Koreans and one Laotian 
were among the dead. The na-
tionality of the other deceased 
worker was yet to be confi rmed, 
Kim Jin-young, an offi  cial at the 
Hwaseong fi re service, told re-
porters, citing information from 
company offi  cials.

The blaze was fi rst reported 
at 10.31am (0131 GMT) yester-
day after a series of battery cells 
exploded inside a warehouse of 
35,000 batteries, Kim said.

A journalist saw firefighters 
moving up to six bodies out of the 
factory. Due to the intensity of 
the blaze, rescuers were finding 

it difficult to identify the dead, 
Kim said.

Two people were being treated 
for major burns, offi  cials at the 
scene said.

Live TV footage showed fi re-
fi ghters spraying the damaged 
steel and concrete building. Parts 
of the upper level had collapsed, 
and large chunks of the building 
looked like they had been blown 
out into the street by explosions.

Aerial footage showed massive 
white smoke clouds billowing 
from the structure and explosions 
rolling through the building.

Gyeonggi province fi re offi  cial 
Cho Sun-ho said most of the for-
eign workers killed were tempo-
rary hires, likely unfamiliar with 
the structure of the building. 
Smoke and the fi re blaze spread 
within 15 seconds and the victims 
likely succumbed after taking one 
or two breaths, he said. Kim Jae-
ho, fi re and disaster prevention 
professor at Daejeon University, 
said the fi re had probably spread 
too quickly for workers to escape. 
“Battery materials such as nickel 
are easily fl ammable,” he said. “So 
often, there is not enough time 
to respond, compared to a fi re 
caused by other materials.”

South Korea’s President Yoon 
Suk-yeol visited the scene of the 
accident. Interior Minister Lee 
Sang-min called on local authori-
ties to take steps to prevent any 
hazardous chemicals from con-
taminating the surrounding area.

A car is stranded on a flooded street following heavy rains in Changsha, in central China’s Hunan province, yesterday. Mountain floods in 
central China have killed four people and left one other missing, state media reported yesterday, with torrential downpours expected to 
continue across much of the country in the coming days.

Four dead as heavy rains pummel China

Beijing using ‘illegal force’ to 
disrupt resupply mission: Manila
Reuters
Manila

The Philippines’ defence chief yesterday 
said China used “aggressive and illegal 
force” to disrupt a resupply mission 

in the South China Sea. He added last week’s 
maritime incident, which injured a sailor, was 
neither a misunderstanding nor an accident.

“We are not downplaying the incident,” De-
fence Secretary Gilberto Teodoro told a media 
briefi ng after the chairman of the Philip-
pine maritime council said on Friday that last 
week’s maritime clash was probably a misun-
derstanding or an accident.

A Philippine sailor suff ered serious injury 

after what its military described as “inten-
tional-high speed ramming” by the Chinese 
Coast Guard, aiming to disrupt a resupply 
mission for troops stationed on the Second 
Thomas Shoal on June 17.

Chinese Coast Guard personnel carrying 
knives and spears looted fi rearms and “delib-
erately punctured” Philippine boats involved 
in the mission, the Philippine military said.

China’s foreign ministry has disputed the 
Philippines’ account, with a spokesperson say-
ing last Thursday that the necessary measures 
taken by the coast guard were lawful and profes-
sional. “We see the latest incident in Ayungin 
not as a misunderstanding or an accident. It 
is a deliberate act of the Chinese offi  cialdom 
to prevent us from completing our mission,” 

Teodoro said, using the local name for the 
Second Thomas Shoal.

“It was an aggressive and illegal use of 
force. We, however, continue to fi nd peaceful 
solutions to this issue,” Teodoro said.

Teodoro said the Philippines will continue 
to resupply its troops stationed on a rusting 
warship grounded on Second Thomas Shoal, 
but it will not publicise schedules of missions, 
which he said do not require permission or 
consent from anyone.

In response to Teodoro’s remarks, the Chi-
nese foreign ministry said yesterday the Phil-
ippines “should stop its infringement and 
provocation” and “work with China to safe-
guard peace and stability in the South China 
Sea”.

Cyberattacker hits
Indonesia data centre, 
demands $8mn ransom

A cyberattack on Indonesia’s 
national data centre compromised 
hundreds of government 
off ices and caused long delays 
at the capital’s main airport, 
with the hacker demanding 
an $8mn ransom, off icials said 
yesterday. Long queues formed 
at immigration gates at Jakarta’s 
Soekarno-Hatta International 
Airport last week after systems 
went down in the attack, carried 
out using software developed 
by Russian ransomware outfit 
LockBit, an off icial from the 
communications ministry said.
The attack “aff ected 210 
institutions at the national and 
local levels,” senior off icial Semuel 
Abrijani Pangerapan said, adding 
a dark web hacker had demanded 
a $8mn ransom. He added that 
immigration services were 
returning to normal yesterday 
morning and work was being 
done to restore other aff ected 
services. Authorities are still 
investigating the ransomware, 
known as Brain Cipher, which 
made government data 
inaccessible due to encryption, 
he said. Pedestrians walk down a street during heatwave conditions in Tokyo, Japan, yesterday.

Japan feels the heat
N Korea sending more 
trash balloons: Seoul

AFP
Seoul

North Korea is sending 
more balloons likely to 
be carrying trash into 

the South, Seoul’s military 
said, continuing a tit-for-tat 
balloon war between the two 
Koreas.

Seoul’s joint chiefs of staff  
said that the North “is launch-
ing (suspected) trash balloons 
aimed at the South once again,” 
adding that the balloons were 
currently fl oating across the 
border.

“Citizens are advised to be 
cautious of falling debris. If you 
fi nd any fallen balloons do not 
touch them and report them to 
the nearest military unit or po-
lice station,” it added.

Pyongyang has already sent 
more than a thousand balloons 
carrying trash southward, as 
what it calls retaliation for bal-

loons carrying anti-regime 
propaganda fl oated into the 
North by activists south of the 
border.

An activist in the South con-
fi rmed on Friday that he had 
launched more balloons, with 
Pyongyang vowing to respond.

Seoul city authorities issued 
an alert to residents saying: “a 
trash balloon from North Korea 
has been confi rmed to have en-
tered Seoul’s airspace.”

Legally, South Korea cannot 
sanction activists sending bal-
loons across the border due to a 
2023 court ruling that bans it as 
an unjustifi able infringement on 
free speech.

Activist Park Sang-hak, who 
defected from North Korea and 
has been sending anti-regime 
leafl ets north for years, said he 
fl oated 20 balloons laden with 
propaganda as well as fl ash 
drives with K-pop and televi-
sion dramas across the border 
on Thursday last week.
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Reuters
Edinburgh

British Prime Minister Ri-
shi Sunak yesterday said he 
would act on any fi ndings 

of wrongdoing from an internal 
investigation into a damaging bet-
ting scandal that could punish him 
further at a July 4 election he is ex-
pected to lose.

His Conservative Party trails the 
opposition Labour Party by around 
20 points in UK polls and Sunak’s 
campaign has failed to take off  
amid a series of mis-steps, includ-
ing his decision to leave D-Day 
commemorations early.

The campaign has been further 
damaged by revelations that sev-
eral party offi  cials and candidates 
are being investigated for allegedly 
betting on the date of the election 
before it was announced.

Sunak has said he was “incred-
ibly angry” to hear of the allegations, 
which are being investigated by the 
Gambling Commission, and told 
reporters he was not aware of any 
other candidates being investigated.

“We have been in parallel con-
ducting our own internal inquir-
ies, and will of course act on any 
relevant fi ndings or information,” 
Sunak told broadcasters after a 
campaign event in Edinburgh.

Labour leader Keir Starmer crit-

icised Sunak’s handling of events, 
saying it showed weakness.

“Sunak needs to show some 
leadership,” he told reporters. “If 
these were my candidates...they’d 
be gone”.

In Scotland, Labour hope to 
capitalise on the struggles of both 
the Conservatives and the pro-
independence Scottish National 
Party (SNP), who are on their third 
leader in little over a year.

The SNP have dominated the 
Westminster parliament’s Scottish 
seats since 2015, garnering support 
of pro-independence voters in the 
wake of a 2014 referendum where 
Scots voted to remain part of the 
United Kingdom by 55% to 45%.

But a police probe into the SNP’s 
fi nances, Nicola Sturgeon’s sud-
den resignation as leader last year 
and the implosion of her successor 
Humza Yousaf’s administration in 
the devolved Scottish government 
this year have put that dominance 
in question.

Labour has also regained mo-
mentum in its former Scottish 
heartlands and polls show it level 
with or even ahead of the SNP for 
the fi rst time in a decade.

The SNP manifesto says that if 
it wins a majority of Scottish seats, 
it will begin negotiations on inde-
pendence, though both Sunak and 
Starmer have ruled out such talks.

At the launch of the Scottish 

Conservative manifesto, Sunak 
aimed his speech almost entirely at 
the SNP and their attempts to pur-
sue a second independence vote.

The Conservatives are trying to 
hang on to their six Scottish seats, 
where the SNP are their main ri-
vals.

“The fourth of July is Scotland’s 
chance... to put independence on 
the backburner for a generation,” 
Sunak said.

“But that can only happen if the 
SNP are routed. If they do not just 
lose some seats, but the SNP lose 
big.”

He also criticised the SNP and 
Labour’s approach to the energy 
sector, saying the Conservatives 

were the only way to protect North 
Sea oil.

The Conservatives lag behind in 
third place in Scotland, and could 
be on course for a historic defeat 
across the UK as a whole. Research 
by Ipsos Scotland found Sunak has 
a net negative approval rating of 
-64 points.

“We see Westminster politi-
cians take campaign trips north 
of the border to dismiss the very 
idea that Scotland can have real, 
genuine infl uence at Westminster,” 
SNP leader John Swinney said in a 
speech yesterday.

“Scotland’s voice is still ignored 
and our democratic choices are 
still disrespected.”

UK premier assures action on poll date scandal

Modi calls for 
‘consensus’ 
as parliament
opens after polls
AFP
New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi appealed to an embold-
ened opposition for “consensus” 

yesterday, as parliament opened 
following an election setback that 
forced him into a coalition govern-
ment for the fi rst time in a decade.

Expected in the fi rst session, 
which will run until July 3, is a pre-
view of Modi’s plans for his third 
term and the likely formal appoint-
ment of Rahul Gandhi as leader of 
the opposition - a post vacant since 
2014.

Modi’s fi rst two terms in of-
fi ce followed landslide wins for his 
right-wing Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), allowing his government to 
drive laws through parliament with 
only cursory debate.

But now analysts expect the 
73-year-old Modi to moderate his 
Hindu-nationalist agenda to as-
suage his coalition partners, focus-
ing more on infrastructure, social 
welfare and economic reforms.

“To run the country, a consensus 
is of utmost importance”, Modi said 
in a speech shortly before entering 
parliament, calling on the opposi-
tion to play a constructive role.

“People expect their representa-
tives to debate and discuss issues 
which are important to the coun-
try... they don’t expect disturbances 
or hindrances in the parliamentary 
proceedings,” he said.

“People want substance, not slo-
gans.” Modi led lawmakers in taking 
the oath - as his cheering support-

ers thumped their desks in support, 
and opposition members waved the 
constitution in protest.

He said he was “proud to serve” 
India.

Minister of Parliamentary Aff airs 
Kiren Rijiju yesterday called for a 
“peaceful and productive” session, 
but Indian media said they expected 
lively debate with a far stronger op-
position.

“All set to spar,” one headline in 
the Hindustan Times read yesterday.

“Resurgent opposition set to push 
government,” said the Indian Ex-
press front page.

Rahul Gandhi, 54, defi ed analyst 
expectations to help his Congress 
Party nearly double its parliamen-
tary numbers, its best result since 
Modi was swept to power a decade 
ago.  Parliamentary regulations re-
quire the opposition leader to come 
from a party that commands at 
least 10% of the lawmakers in the 
543-seat lower house. The post has 
been vacant for 10 years because two 
dismal election results for Congress 
- once India’s dominant party - left 
it short of that threshold.

Newly-elected lawmakers will 
take their oaths over the fi rst two 
days. Many will be watching if two 
lawmakers elected from behind 
bars, bitter opponents of Modi, will 
be allowed to join. One is the Sikh 
separatist Amritpal Singh, a fi re-
brand preacher arrested last year 
after a month-long police manhunt 
in Punjab state. The other is Sheikh 
Abdul Rashid, a former state legisla-
tor in Kashmir. It is unclear if either 
will be granted bail to attend the cer-
emony in person.

People rush to climb a water tanker as it arrives to deliver drinking water during the ongoing water crisis in New Delhi, India, yesterday.

Minister goes on hunger strike
demanding more water for Delhi
Reuters
New Delhi

A Delhi city minister has started an in-
defi nite hunger strike to demand more 
drinking water for India’s capital, 

where taps in some of its poorest neighbour-
hoods are running nearly dry in the middle of 
searing heat.

“There are 2.8mn people in the city who 
are aching for just a drop of water,” Delhi Wa-
ter Minister Atishi said yesterday, the fourth 
day of her fast. Millions of Indians face water 
shortages every summer when water demand 
rises in farms, offi  ces and homes against a 
limited supply, but a prolonged heatwave this 
year has worsened the shortfall, including in 
Delhi and the southern tech hub of Bengaluru.

Delhi relies on the Yamuna River that runs 
through the capital for most of its water needs 
but the river slows down during dry summer 
months, causing shortages that lead to pro-
tests and calls for better water conservation.

Atishi blamed the neighbouring farming 
state of Haryana for guzzling up a large share of 
river water. Haryana’s government responded 
that it was Delhi’s mismanagement that was 
causing water shortages. Experts said a feder-
al-level review of decades-old water sharing 
pacts was needed to accommodate population 
growth. Delhi, a city of 20mn people, is one of 
the world’s most densely populated capitals, 
where upscale neighbourhoods and manicured 
lawns are just a few miles away from unplanned 
working-class areas and slums.

But, in contrast to growing unplanned de-
velopment over the years, the city’s water al-

location from rivers has remained unchanged 
since 1994, said Depinder Kapur, the director 
of water programme at think tank Centre for 
Science and Environment.

“What was true 10-15 years ago is not true 
anymore. So, there is a situation of crisis and 
it’s a distribution issue,” he said.

The Delhi government is working on plans 
to improve the groundwater table by reviving 
lakes and storing water overfl ow from the Ya-
muna during the seasonal monsoon rains, but 
offi  cials say the summer shortfall is diffi  cult to 
tackle by these measures alone.

“Water crisis in Delhi is a year-long crisis 
because extreme temperatures are not going 
anywhere,” said environmentalist Vimlendu 
Jha. “Delhi needs a comprehensive water 
management plan in which Yamuna can’t be 
the only major source of water.”

Maoists kill two
security forces 
in Chhattisgarh
Indian Maoist insurgents killed 
two members of the security 
forces by blowing up a ration 
truck with a roadside bomb, 
police said yesterday, the latest 
clash in a decades-long conflict.
The attack took place in the 
central state of Chhattisgarh 
on Sunday. “The Maoists 
triggered a heavy land mine 
blast targeting a truck loaded 
with rations”, Sukma district 
police chief Kiran G Chavan 
said. “Two security personnel 
lost their lives.” The guerrillas 
say they are fighting for the 
rural poor. India has deployed 
tens of thousands of security 
personnel to battle the Maoist 
rebels. Rebel operations have 
shrunk considerably over the 
past decade. The country has 
also pumped millions of dollars 
into infrastructure development 
in remote areas and claims to 
have confined the insurgency to 
45 districts in 2023, down from 
96 in 2010.

A man watches as his dog swims in the River Thames in Richmond, west London, yesterday. Three-
quarters of UK rivers were found to be in poor ecological health by citizen scientists who took 
samples from waterways across the UK. Thousands of people measured their local water quality 
between June 7 and 10, collecting 1,300 datasets as part of the Great UK WaterBlitz campaign - with 
the picture around London and the Thames river basin described as particularly dire.

UK rivers in poor ecological health
Convicted UK nurse 
denies harming babies

Reuters
London

Former nurse Lucy Letby, 
convicted last year of mur-
dering seven babies and try-

ing to kill six others, told a court 
yesterday she had never harmed 
or intended to harm a child in her 
care.

Letby, 34, was found guilty last 
August of the multiple murders 
while she was working as a nurse 
in the neonatal unit of the Coun-
tess of Chester Hospital in Ches-
ter, northern England, between 
June 2015 and June 2016.

The former nurse is on trial 
at Manchester Crown Court 
charged with one count of at-
tempted murder of a further baby 
girl, known as Child K, in Febru-
ary 2016. The original jury had 
been unable to reach a verdict on 
the allegation.

Giving evidence yesterday, 
Letby was asked by her defence 
lawyer Ben Myers if she had at-
tempted to kill Child K.

“No,” she replied, further de-
nying she had intended to do the 
baby any harm.

Asked if she accepted she had 
ever intended harming any baby 
in her care given her convictions, 
Letby fi rmly replied: “No, I don’t.”

Child K was born prematurely 
at 25 weeks and was connected to 
a ventilator and other machines 
monitoring her heart rate and 
oxygen levels.

Shortly after the birth, while 
other staff  were absent, the pros-
ecution say senior doctor Ravi 
Jayaram entered the room where 
she was being looked after to fi nd 
the baby’s breathing tube dis-
lodged, alarms which should have 
sounded had become disabled, 
and Letby standing there “doing 
nothing”.

Reuters
London

Princess Anne, King Charles’ 
younger sister, is in hospital 
after suff ering a head injury 

on Sunday, Buckingham Palace 
said, adding the royal was expected 
to make a full recovery from the in-

cident which was believed to have 
involved a horse.

The palace said yesterday the 
73-year-old, the only daughter of 
the late Queen Elizabeth, had suf-
fered minor injuries and a concus-
sion following the incident, and was 
now recovering at Southmead Hos-
pital in Bristol, west England.

“She is recovering well, is in a 

comfortable condition and is being 
kept in hospital as a precautionary 
measure for further observation,” a 
Buckingham Palace spokesperson 
said.

The princess had been walking 
in the grounds of Gatcombe Park 
estate where her home is located 
when she suff ered minor injuries to 
her head, a royal source said.

The source said there were horses 
in the vicinity and her medical team 
said the head injuries were consist-
ent with impact from a horse’s head 
or legs. The princess is expected 
to return home this week, but her 
upcoming engagements have been 
postponed and Anne will not fl y to 
Canada as planned at the end of the 
week, the source said.

However, the offi  cial state visit of 
Japanese Emperor Naruhito and his 
wife, hosted by King Charles, will go 
ahead as planned

Anne’s hospitalisation is the lat-
est health setback suff ered by the 
British royals this year.

The king returned to public en-
gagements in April as he undergoes 
treatment for cancer, while Kate, 

the Princess of Wales and wife of 
heir Prince William, is having pre-
ventative chemotherapy. She was 
only well enough to make her fi rst 
public appearance of the year earlier 
this month.

Polls repeatedly show Anne is 
one of the most popular members of 
the royal family, and is also credited 
with being the hardest working.

Princess Anne in hospital with head injury
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RN talks tough on Russia but draws red lines
Reuters
Paris

France’s far-right leader 
Jordan Bardella yesterday 
sought to reassure Euro-

pean allies over his commitment 
to Ukraine and readiness to stand 
up to Russia if he became prime 
minister, but made clear where 
his government’s support for Kyiv 
would stop.

Bardella’s National Rally (RN) 
party, which opponents accuse of 
being too soft on Russia, looks set 
to win the most votes in snap par-
liamentary elections coming up on 
June 30 and July 7 and could form 
France’s next government.

That has raised concerns in 
Kyiv and other European capitals 
that France’s support for Ukraine 
— steadfast under President Em-
manuel Macron — could weaken 
given confl icting signals National 
Rally has been sending since Rus-
sia invaded Ukraine in 2022.

In recent months, Macron’s 

government has sent long-range 
missiles that can reach Russian 
territory, promised warplanes and 
called for European countries to 
send military personnel to Ukraine 
to train its troops.

“I do not intend to call into 
question the commitments made 
by France on the international 
scene and harm our credibility at 
a time of war at Europe’s door,” 
Bardella said.

But unlike Macron, who has 
been ambiguous on how far Paris 
could go in its commitment to 
Ukraine, Bardella said there was 
a line his government would not 
cross.

“While I’m in favour of con-
tinuing to support Ukraine with 
logistics and defence equipment, 
my red line remains long-range 
missiles or any military equip-
ment that could lead to escalation, 
by which I mean anything that 
could directly hit Russian cities,” 
he said. Sending French troops to 
Ukraine would also be off  limits, 
he said. While Macron would re-

main in charge of defence and for-
eign policy even with RN in power, 
he would need parliament’s back-
ing to fi nance any aid to Ukraine 
in the next budget due in autumn. 
RN could also block or delay any 
future weapons transfers because 

they need approval from the prime 
minister and the relevant minis-
ters.

As part of its 10-year secu-
rity guarantee pact with Ukraine 
agreed in March, Paris said it 
would provide up to 3bn ($3.2bn) 

in military aid to Ukraine in 2024, 
but that pact was not ratifi ed by 
parliament.

Separately, speaking alongside 
his German and Polish counter-
parts in Paris, Defence Minister 
Sebastien Lecornu said the RN had 
repeatedly changed its stance on 
Ukraine to the point of contradict-
ing itself and what Bardella said 
about defensive assistance could 
be open to interpretation.

“It needs clarity. If the RN is 
changing its opinion on Ukraine, 
then do it now,” said Lecornu.

He said delivering long-range 
missiles or howitzers was the least 
France could do for Ukraine to 
protect its own security in the face 
of the danger Russia presented.

Bardella last week backtracked 
on a promise to leave Nato’s inte-
grated military command saying it 
was unthinkable while Europe was 
at war.

His party’s stance towards Rus-
sia is under scrutiny because its 
likely candidate at the next presi-
dential election and former far-

right leader, Marine Le Pen, has in 
the past expressed her admiration 
of President Vladimir Putin.

Moscow has long courted lead-
ers on Europe’s political far-right 
and is keen to exploit any signs 
of division in Europe that could 
weaken support for Ukraine.

Macron, whose centrist party 
was trounced by the RN in Eu-
ropean elections two weeks ago, 
accuses the party of reliance on 
Moscow, which makes it incapable 
of defending France’s interests.

Bardella, however, yesterday 
acknowledged Russia was a threat.

“I see Russia as a multi-di-
mensional threat both for France 
and Europe,” Bardella said. “Rus-
sia is challenging French interests 
today. It has been doing so for 
months, for years in our histori-
cal sphere of infl uence in Africa, in 
the Black Sea and in our overseas 
territories,” he said.

“I will be extremely vigilant 
to any attempted interference by 
Russia but also by any other states 
or powers in the world.”

Jordan Bardella, President of the French far-right Rassemblement 
National (RN) party, during a press conference to present policy 
priorities as part of the campaign for the upcoming French 
parliamentary elections, in Paris, yesterday. (Reuters)

Russia vows to hit back 
at US for Crimea strike

Reuters
Moscow

The Kremlin yesterday 
squarely blamed the United 
States for an attack on Cri-

mea with US-supplied ATACMS 
missiles that killed at least four 
people and injured 151, and Mos-
cow formally warned the US am-
bassador that retaliation would 
follow.

The war in Ukraine has deep-
ened a crisis in relations between 
Russia and the West, and Russian 
offi  cials have said the confl ict is 
entering the most dangerous es-
calation to date.

But directly blaming the United 
States for an attack on Crimea — 
which Russia unilaterally annexed 
in 2014 although most of the 
world considers it part of Ukraine 
— is a step further.

“You should ask my colleagues 
in Europe, and above all in Wash-
ington, the press secretaries, why 
their governments are killing Rus-
sian children,” Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov told reporters.

At least two children were killed 
in the attack on Sevastopol on 
Sunday, according to Russian offi  -
cials. People were shown running 
from a beach near Sevastopol and 
some of the injured being carried 
off  on sun loungers. Kyiv did not 
comment on the attack.

Russia said the United States 
had supplied the weapons, while 
the US military had aimed them 
and provided data.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry sum-
moned US ambassador Lynne 
Tracy and told her Washington 
was “waging a hybrid war against 
Russia and has actually become a 
party to the confl ict”. “Retaliatory 

measures will defi nitely follow,” it 
said.

Tracy said Washington regret-
ted any loss to civilian life, State 
Department spokesperson Mat-
thew Miller told reporters, adding 
that Washington provides weap-
ons to Ukraine so it can defend 
its sovereign territory, including 
Crimea.

Pentagon spokesperson Major 
Charlie Dietz said that “Ukraine 
makes its own targeting decisions 
and conducts its own military op-
erations.”

President Vladimir Putin has 
repeatedly warned of the risk of a 
much broader war involving the 
world’s biggest nuclear powers, 
though he has said Russia does 
not want a confl ict with the US-
led Nato alliance.

US President Joe Biden has 
ruled out sending US troops to 
fi ght in Ukraine and said shortly 
after the 2022 full-scale Russian 
invasion that a direct confron-
tation between Nato and Russia 
would mean World War Three.

Putin presents the Ukraine war 
as part of a wider struggle with 
the US, which he says ignored 
Moscow’s interests after the So-
viet Union’s 1991 break-up, then 
plotted to split Russia apart and 
seize its natural resources.

Leaders of the West and Ukraine 
have cast the war as an imperial-
style land-grab. The West denies 
wanting to destroy Russia, which 
in turn denies intending to invade 
any Nato member state.

After the United States allowed 
Ukraine to direct some US weap-
ons into Russia, the Kremlin sent 
signals that it viewed this as a se-
rious escalation.

Putin has ordered drills to prac-
tise deployment of tactical nu-
clear weapons, suggested Russia 
could station conventional mis-
siles within striking distance of 
the United States and its allies, 
and sealed a mutual defence pact 
with North Korea.

Washington still prohibits Kyiv 
from striking recognised Russian 
territory with ATACMS, which 
have a range of up to 186 miles, 
and other long-range US weap-
ons.

Putin said on Thursday that 
Russia might supply weapons to 
North Korea in what he suggested 
would be a like-for-like response 
to the Western arming of Ukraine.

Asked what the Russian answer 
would be to the attack in Crimea, 
Peskov recalled Putin’s words on 
June 6 about wider placement of 
conventional weapons.

“Of course, the involvement of 
the United States in the fi ghting, 
as a result of which peaceful Rus-
sians are dying, cannot but have 
consequences,” Peskov said.

“Which ones exactly — time 
will tell.”

 Ambassador summoned in Moscow and 
told US had ‘become party to the conflict’

US ambassador Lynne Tracy

Dagestan region governor Sergei Melikov yesterday 
consoles a mourner during a visit to the Orthodox 
church, which was attacked by gunmen a day before, 
in Derbent. (AFP)

Dagestan attack 
toll hits 20 as 
Russia launches 
terror probe
AFP
Moscow

The Kremlin yesterday dismissed fears Russia’s 
historically restive North Caucasus region 
faces a wave of violence after a series of co-

ordinated weekend attacks on churches, synagogues 
and police killed at least 20 in the southern Dagestan 
region.

The attacks on Sunday came just three months af-
ter Islamic State (IS) group fi ghters killed more than 
140 in a Moscow concert hall, the deadliest attack on 
Russia for almost 20 years, raising fresh questions 
about Russia’s security apparatus.

Moscow said yesterday it had concluded an “anti-
terrorist operation” and killed fi ve of the assailants 
behind the attacks in the cities of Makhachkala and 
Derbent.

The incidents had echoes of the kind of insurgent 
violence that struck the North Caucasus during the 
1990s and 2000s, but the Kremlin yesterday dis-
missed fears of a renewed wave of attacks.

Russia has been a target in recent years for IS, 
which opposes Moscow’s military support for Syrian 
leader Bashar al-Assad and claims to have set-up a 
“franchise” in Russia’s North Caucasus.

At least 20 people were killed and another 26 in-
jured in the attacks, Dagestan’s regional health min-
istry said yesterday.

Fifteen of those killed were law enforcement offi  c-
ers, according to Russia’s federal Investigative Com-
mittee.

“Of those 26, some are more serious so the fi rst 
fi gure of 20 (killed) could still change,” a spokesper-
son for Dagestan’s regional health ministry told AFP.

“In the course of suppressing the criminal actions, 
fi ve people involved in committing the crime were 
liquidated,” the Investigative Committee said.

It was unclear how many had taken part in the at-
tacks, and investigators said they were still working 
to “identify other persons involved.”

The attackers had targeted two Orthodox church-
es, two synagogues and a police checkpoint in the 
regional capital Makhachkala and Derbent, a historic 
city on the coast of the Caspian Sea.

The Russian Orthodox Church said its archpriest 
Nikolai Kotelnikov was “brutally killed” in his 
church in Derbent.

In the 1990s and 2000s, separatist and militant 
groups waged guerrilla-style campaigns against 

Russian authorities in the mountainous North Cau-
casus following the break-up of the Soviet Union.

Asked whether Moscow feared a possible return 
of such violence, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said: “No. Now there is a diff erent Russia. Society is 
consolidated and such terrorist manifestations are 
not supported by society in Russia or in Dagestan.”

Moscow fought two wars for control of the neigh-
bouring Chechnya region, with President Vladimir 
Putin touted his success in quashing the insurgency at 
the start of his presidency.

Russia’s Investigative Committee said it had 
launched criminal probes over “acts of terror”, while 
Dagestan Governor Sergei Melikov called the attacks 
an attempt to “destabilise” his region.

“We know who is behind these terrorist attacks and 
what objective they are pursuing,” he added, without 
providing specifi c details but making references to the 
confl ict in Ukraine.

“We must understand that war comes to our homes 
too. We felt it but today we face it,” he said, adding 
that authorities were hunting for “sleeper cells” that 
had trained the attackers with assistance from abroad.

He said later yesterday the perpetrators were from 
Dagestan, Russian state news agencies reported.

After the deadly attack on Moscow’s Crocus City 
Hall in March, Putin initially said Kyiv had a hand in 
planning that assault.

This was despite no evidence and an IS affi  liate 
claiming responsibility on multiple occasions.

Patriarch Kirill, head of the Russian Orthodox 
Church and a fervent supporter of the Kremlin, said 
the “enemy” was seeking to destroy “inter-religious 
peace” in Russia, without naming who he believed 
was responsible.

Melikov visited a church and synagogue in Derbent 
yesterday.

He posted videos showing a pool of blood in the 
church and the charred interior of the synagogue, 
completely burned out after assailants threw Molotov 
cocktails at the building.

A Hawaiian surfer who 
also acted on TV and 
in movies including 
Johnny Depp’s Pirates 
of the Caribbean has 
died in a shark attack, 
authorities said.
Tamayo Perry, 49, 
died on Sunday at 
Malaekahana Beach on 
Oahu, moments after 
the encounter.
Perry played a 
buccaneer in the fourth 
instalment of the 
popular swashbuckling 
franchise, Pirates of the 
Caribbean: On Stranger 
Tides.
He also appeared in 
the re-boot of Hawaii 
Five-O and in cult TV series 
Lost, which was largely filmed 
on the US archipelago, as well 
as in the 2002 surf movie Blue 
Crush.
In addition to his big and small 
screen appearances, Perry was 
a lifeguard and professional 
surfer who was well known in 
the local community.
Honolulu acting Ocean Safety 
chief Kurt Lager said as a 
lifeguard, Perry was “loved by 
all” on Oahu’s north shore.

“Tamayo’s personality was 
infectious, and as much as 
people loved him, he loved 
everyone else more,” he said.
Honolulu Mayor Rick Blangiardi 
told a press conference on 
Sunday that Perry’s death was 
“tragic.”
“Tamayo was a legendary 
waterman and highly 
respected. (He) grew up right 
over here, and just a great 
member of our ocean safety 
team.”

Pirates of the Caribbean actor 
killed in Hawaii shark attack

TRAGEDY: Tamayo Perry

Texas woman accused of bid to drown 
3-year-old Palestinian-American girl

A Texas woman has been accused of the at-
tempted drowning of a 3-year-old Palestinian-
American Muslim girl, and police yesterday 
said the incident was motivated by bias and 
the suspect made racially motivated state-
ments.

The incident occurred in May but gained 
media attention yesterday after the Council 
on American Islamic Relations off ered sup-
port to the victims and issued a press state-
ment identifying them by religion and ances-
try.

“The Euless Police Department believes 
the crime was committed because of bias or 
prejudice and that is part of the case as it has 
been filed with the Tarrant County District 
Attorney’s off ice,” police said in a statement 

yesterday. The district attorney’s off ice said it 
was reviewing the case.

According to a police report, the incident 
occurred at an apartment complex swim-
ming pool in the Dallas-Fort Worth suburb 
of Euless, when the suspect argued with the 
mother of the 3-year-old girl, who was also at 
the pool with her 6-year-old son, and asked 
where they were from. The suspect, identified 
by police as 42-year-old Elizabeth Wolf, tried 
to drown the 3-year-old and attempted to 
grab the 6-year-old boy, the police report said.

The mother was able to pull her daughter 
from the water, police said, and local medics 
responded to the scene and the children were 
medically cleared.

The suspect was arrested and charged with 

attempted capital murder.
Human rights advocates have reported a 

rise in Islamophobia, anti-Palestinian bias and 
antisemitism in the US since the latest erup-
tion of conflict in the Middle East.

President Joe Biden said yesterday he was 
“deeply disturbed” by reports of the incident.

Other US incidents amid the Gaza war in-
clude the fatal October stabbing of a 6-year-
old boy in Illinois whom police said was tar-
geted because he was Palestinian-American 
and the February stabbing of a Palestinian-
American man in Texas that police said met 
the definition of a hate crime. The November 
shooting of three students of Palestinian de-
scent in Vermont was also treated as a sus-
pected hate-motivated crime.

Apple risks billions of euros 
in fines after the European 
Union yesterday accused the 
iPhone maker of violating the 
bloc’s landmark digital rules by 
hindering competition on its App 
Store.
The European Commission 
informed Apple in a “preliminary 
view” that the “App Store rules... 
prevent app developers from 

freely steering consumers to 
alternative channels for off ers 
and content”.
The finding opens a new front 
in the increasingly bitter fight 
between the US tech giant and 
Brussels over the EU’s new Digital 
Markets Act (DMA), and may 
force changes to the way the App 
Store operates in the bloc.
On Friday, Apple said it would 

delay rolling out recently 
announced AI features in 
Europe because of “regulatory 
uncertainties” linked to the DMA.
The sweeping law seeks to rein 
in the world’s biggest tech firms, 
including Apple, by forcing them 
to open up to competition in the 
27-country EU.
But for Apple, the new rules are 
a significant challenge to its 

walled garden and it has openly 
accused the DMA of creating 
greater privacy and security risks 
for users.
This is the first time the 
commission has levelled a 
formal accusation against a tech 
firm under the new rules, after 
opening the first DMA probes 
into Apple, Google and Meta in 
March.

EU accuses Apple of breaking the bloc’s digital rules
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The ceremony included the playing of the Qatari and Dutch national 
anthems, followed by His Highness the Amir inspecting the royal guard 
of honour.

The luncheon and reception were attended by HE the Chief of the Amiri 
Diwan Sheikh Saud bin Abdulrahman al-Thani, HE the Minister of State 
for Energy Aff airs Saad bin Sherida al-Kaabi, HE the Minister of Com-
merce and Industry Sheikh Mohamed bin Hamad bin Qassim al-Thani, 
and HE the Minister of State for International Co-operation at the Min-
istry of Foreign Aff airs Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater, along with members 
of the accompanying offi  cial delegation.

From the Dutch side, the attendees included Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Climate and Energy Rob 
Jetten, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Social Aff airs and Employ-
ment Karien van Gennip, and Minister for Foreign Trade and Develop-
ment Co-operation Liesje Schreinemacher, along with several senior of-
fi cials.

Amir, Sheikha 
Jawaher attend 
official banquet

Mayor of The Hague, Jan van Zanen 
(pictured), has underlined that 
both Qatari cities and The Hague 

benefi t from closer co-operation to global 
challenges in the fi eld of sustainable devel-
opment.

In a statement to the Qatar News Agency 
(QNA), he said that local governments need 
co-operation to fi nd innovative solutions to-
wards achieving the UN Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals, for example, via international 
networks such as the world’s biggest organi-
sation of local governments – the United 

Cities and Local Governments (UCLG).
“In my capacity as the executive president 

of the UCLG, I invite Qatari cities to join the 
UCLG and its World Council that takes place 
in The Hague this October,” Van Zanen said.

He added that being the mayor of The 
Hague – the International City of Peace and 
Justice – is a big responsibility, as it is a host 
city to many international courts, tribunals 
and other organisations.

Van Zanen noted the emphasis on provid-
ing a healthy, safe, welcoming and favour-
able working environment for some 500 

organisations and 20,000 people working on 
peace and justice daily.

This ecosystem of peace and justice, he 
said, is a strong economic driver in the city.

Moreover, it has signifi cant value and im-
pact as we connect global challenges to local 
solutions and vice versa, the mayor added.

He noted that The Hague is largest city in 
the Netherlands facing the North Sea, and 
the greenest city in Europe.

It stands for space, green and a high-qual-
ity selection of art and culture, most notably 
the Mauritshuis which hosts Vermeer’s Girl 

with the Pearl Earring, the Kunstmuseum 
Den Haag, Museum Voorlinden, Escher in 
the Palace, and the Prison Gate Museum.

Known worldwide as the city of Peace and 
Justice, Van Zanen said, The Hague is the 
city where talented people are working on 
innovations towards building a better, safer 
and more just world.

He noted that the city has the best value 
for companies in the fi elds of new energy, 
fi nance, legal and policy, technology, im-
pact economy and cybersecurity industries. 
– QNA

The Hague mayor highlights co-operation with Qatari cities in sustainable development

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani left 
Amsterdam yesterday following an off icial visit to the Netherlands. 
The Amir and the accompanying delegation were seen off  at the 
International Amsterdam Airport Schiphol by Adjutant General 
and Head of the Military House of the King, Rear Admiral Ludger 
Brummelaar, Qatar’s ambassador to the Netherlands Dr Mutlaq 
bin Majid al-Qahtani, and Dutch ambassador to Qatar Ferdinand 
Lahnstein, alongside a host of high-ranking off icials in the Dutch 
government and members of the Qatar’s embassy.

The Director of the Middle East and North Africa 
Department at the Dutch Foreign Ministry, Marc 
Gerritsen, said that the visit of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani to the 
Netherlands is significant and timely, adding 
that both countries enjoy a real partnership in 
several sectors, including trade, energy, and 
tourism.
Speaking to Qatar News Agency (QNA), 
Gerritsen said that the visit underscores the 
special ties between the two countries and 
comes at a critical period when both Europe 
and the Middle East are undergoing geopolitical 
turbulence, highlighting the importance of 

enhancing bilateral relations and working 
closely.
Gerritsen said that Qatar plays a crucial role, 
particularly on dossiers such as those related to 
the Gaza Strip, along with Qatar’s significant role 
in the past few years with regards to Afghanistan 
and counter-terrorism eff orts, which are topics 
of concern for the Netherlands, adding that as 
such, there are various topics to be discussed by 
His Highness the Amir and Dutch Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte.
On bilateral political co-operation, he said 
that Qatar and the Netherlands both seek to 
establish bridges of communication and are 

both doing everything possible to enhance 
international co-operation and promote peace, 
which they do through strengthening their 
bilateral relations and political co-operation.
Gerritsen noted the Dutch prime minister’s 
visit to Doha in 2023, during which he and the 
Amir held an excellent exchange of views on 
all levels, adding that both sides are in constant 
communication. On the development of 
Qatari-Dutch ties, he said that both countries 
work closely on the political and commercial 
levels, adding that there is room for more joint 
work on investment, student exchange, and 
humanitarian aid, among others. (QNA)

Amir’s visit to Netherlands significant and timely, says Dutch official
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