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Australia in ominous form, 
West Indies look dangerous
Reuters
Barbados

I
n what now has become al-
most a ritual in any cricket 
showpiece, Australia have 
swaggered into the Super 

Eight stage of the T20 World Cup, 
while West Indies have revelled in 
home conditions as the race for 
the semi-finals begins today.

Having won the World Test 
Championship and the 50-overs 
World Cup in 2023, Australia are 
hoping to be the first team to hold 
the global titles in all three for-
mats simultaneously.

Four comprehensive victories 
in the group matches suggest the 
Mitchell Marsh-led squad have 
the form and personnel to achieve 
that.

In what has been a low-scoring 
tournament, Australia are the only 
team to have posted two 175-plus 
totals and one of the three teams to 
hit the 200-mark.

They have looked largely un-
perturbed by the conditions which 
other teams have found difficult to 
master.

Familiarity with the slow pitch-
es has served West Indies particu-
larly well as the Rovman Powell-
led side also won all four group 
matches to breeze into the Super 
Eight.

The Caribbean team did not 
qualify for last year’s 50-overs 
World Cup in India but look deter-
mined to do well in a format that is 
their strong suit.

Daren Sammy captained West 
Indies to T20 World Cup titles 
in 2012 and 2016 and the former 
all-rounder has transformed the 
side since taking over the coach-
ing reins.

The Caribbean team have found 
the right mix of youth and experi-
ence.

“We have been playing our en-
tire career on these pitches. We’re 
not surprised that it’s slow, it’s 
low, it’s low-scoring,” batter Ni-
cholas Pooran said.

“The reason why most of 
our averages are 20-25 is be-

cause we bat on pitches like this.
“But we know for a fact as a 

group, whenever we get good 
pitches, we are very dangerous 
team and that is an advantage to 
us.”

South Africa and India have ad-
vanced as the two other teams un-
beaten in the group stage though 
both had their struggles in the 
United States leg of the tourna-
ment.

India have not won a global title 
since the 2013 Champions Trophy 
and are naturally keen to end the 
drought.

“There is real keenness in the 
group to go and do something spe-
cial,” India captain Rohit Sharma 
said yesterday.

“That’s a good way to start the 
second stage of the tournament.”

India will play three Group 1 
matches in five days but Rohit, 
playing what is probably his and 
team mate Virat Kohli’s last T20 
World Cup, was not worried.

“It is going to be a little hectic but 
we are used to all of this,” he said.

Defending champions England 
limped into the Super Eight and 
Jos Buttler’s team will need vast-

ly-improved performances to grab 
a semi-final spot ahead of teams 
like Afghanistan.

The United States have been the 
story of the tournament after the 
tier-two nation stunned former 
champions Pakistan.

It may be a tall order for Monank 
Patel and his team mates in the 
Super Eight but the exposure 
against the top teams should prove 
invaluable in their growth.

They play South Africa in a 
Group 2 match in Antigua to kick 
off the Super Eight stage of the 
tournament.  

Australia’s Mitch Marsh (left) and Travis Head during their T20 World Cup match against Scotland on Sunday. Right: West Indies’ Akeal Hosein (right) 
celebrates after dismissing Afghanistan’s Azmatullah Omarzai (out of frame) with teammates Brandon King (left) and captain Rovman Powell (centre) 
during the ICC Twenty20 World Cup match at Daren Sammy Cricket Ground in Gros Islet, St Lucia, yesterday. (@CricketAus/AFP)

Australia are only team to have posted two 175-plus totals and one of the three teams to hit the 200-mark

End of era for NZ after white-ball 
title again proves elusive

Trinidad and Tobago:  A dead 
rubber win over minnows 
Papua New Guinea offered little 
consolation for eliminated New 
Zealand whose poor Twenty20 
World Cup campaign may ulti-
mately mark the end of an era.
Having made at least the semi-
finals of the last three editions, 
New Zealand crashed out in the 
opening round this time around 
following a shock defeat to Af-
ghanistan and a loss to co-hosts 
West Indies.
Long-serving seamer Trent Boult 
has played his last World Cup and 
further personnel changes may 
be expected if the team are to 
rejuvenate ahead of the next T20 
World Cup in Sri Lanka and India 
in 2026.
“It’s natural at the end of the 
World Cup cycle, and especially if 
you haven’t done quite as well as 
what you wanted, that there’s a 
lot of reflections going on,” head 
coach Gary Stead said before the 
squad flew out of Port of Spain.
“Usually these things mean 
there’s a line in the sand that’s 
made and from there you make 
decisions around the way 
forward.
“I guess for us, looking at the 
next T20 World Cup in two years’ 
time, it will be very quickly into 
(deciding) what does that look 
like (and) which of these players 
remain in the group?”
Some seven months after Kane 
Williamson’s side reached their 
fifth successive semi-finals of the 
one-day World Cup, New Zea-
land’s calamity in the Caribbean 
ends a strong run in the game’s 
showpiece tournaments.
Under the steady partnership of 
captain Williamson and coach 

Stead, New Zealand won the 
inaugural World Test Champion-
ship (WTC) in 2021 and reached 
the T20 World Cup final in the 
United Arab Emirates a few 
months later.
However, a long-coveted white-
ball trophy has proved beyond 
the Black Caps, and fans have 
questioned whether the current 
leadership can ever deliver one.
Stead is contracted as an all-for-
mats coach through to the end 
of the current WTC cycle in 2025 
but may end up relinquishing the 
white-ball component of his role, 
having previously advocated 
for a specialist to oversee the 
shorter formats.
Williamson, who handed off 
the Test captaincy in 2022 to 
paceman Tim Southee, may also 
decide it is time for someone else 
to lead the Black Caps in white-
ball cricket, or time for him to 
drop a format in order to prolong 
his career.
“Oh, I don’t know,” said the 
33-year-old, when asked if he 
would be part of New Zealand’s 
T20 setup in 2026.
“There’s a bit of time between 
now and then, so it’s about 
regrouping as a side.
“We’ve got red-ball cricket over 
the next year basically, so it’s 
back into some other internation-
al formats, and we’ll see where 
things land.”
New Zealand may struggle to 
rebuild a T20 squad that can 
challenge the world’s best in time 
for the 2026 World Cup.
A lighter load or a lucrative 
career in franchise cricket may 
beckon for some senior players, 
including 35-year-old Southee, 
long Boult’s pace partner.  

New Zealand’s captain Kane Williamson (left) celebrates with Mitchell 
Santner during the ICC Twenty20 World Cup match against Papua 
New Guinea at Brian Lara Cricket Academy Stadium in Tarouba, 
Trinidad and Tobago, yesterday. (AFP)

WI thrash Afghanistan in  
final World Cup group tie
AFP
Gros-Islet, Saint Lucia

N
icholas Pooran was run out agonis-
ingly short of a maiden T20 World 
Cup hundred as a rampant West In-
dies humbled Afghanistan by 104 

runs in a clash of unbeaten teams yesterday.
With both sides already into the Super 

Eights, Pooran smashed 98 off 53 balls in the 
final group match at the Daren Sammy Sta-
dium in St Lucia to propel the hosts to 218-5 
after being put in to bat.

A rattled Afghanistan never recovered from 
the loss of Rahmanullah Gurbaz in the first 
over of the reply and were bundled out for 114 
off 16.2 overs, seamer Obed McCoy marking 
his first match of the tournament with best 
figures of 3-14.

The next phase of the competition, the Su-
per Eights, starts today.

“When you get the good wickets you have 
to capitalise as batters. When it’s your day you 
have to take it and make the most of it,” said 
Pooran, who thumped six fours and eight sixes 
in a spectacular innings took him past 2,000 
T20I runs.

Coming to the middle in the second over 
after the demise of Brandon King, Pooran and 
hometown hero Johnson Charles (43 off 27 
balls) accelerated at supersonic speed in lifting 
the total to 92-1 by the sixth over.

It was the highest total ever in the Power-
play overs of a T20 World Cup since the first 

of the eight editions was played in South Af-
rica in 2007. That period of relentless carnage 
included 36 off an over from seamer Azmatul-
lah Omarzai, whose wayward bowling in that 
fourth over of the innings reflected the con-
fused state of the Afghan attack.

But it was Omarzai who ended Pooran’s 
pursuit of the century in the final over of the 
innings, his direct hit to the striker’s end from 
deep cover leaving the left-hander just short 
of his ground as he dived to the crease.

With all the frontline Afghan bowlers taking 
a hammering it was left to Gulbadin Naib to 
help pull things back with 2-14 off two overs. 

“To concede more than 90 runs in the Power-
play, it’s pretty hard to come back from that,” 
Afghanistan captain Rashid Khan said.

“I thought we fought hard in the middle 
overs though to restrict them below 220.

“It’s good that this happened at this stage of 
the tournament because you understand now 
what has to be the mindset and strategy in a 
similar situation.”

West Indies skipper Rovman Powell said 
their run of four consecutive wins in the group 
- extending their overall winning streak to an 
unprecedented eight matches - was no fluke.

“It goes to show all the hard work that the 
boys have put in over the past 12 months is 
paying off and it’s important for us to keep on 
playing good cricket and keep on improving,” 
he said. “We always knew here (St Lucia) was 
going to be one of the best batting wickets in 
the competition so after experiencing Guyana 
and Trinidad, the guys, especially the batters, 
were really excited about coming here and get-
ting some runs.”

BRIEF SCORES
West Indies 218-5 off 20 overs (Nicholas 
Pooran 98, Johnson Charles 43, Rovman 
Powell 26; Gulbadin Naib 2-14, Azmatullah 
Omarzai 1-41, Naveen ul Haq 1-41) vs 
Afghanistan 114 all out off 16.2 overs 
(Ibrahim Zadran 38, Azmatullah Omarzai 
23; Obed McCoy 3-14, Akeal Hosein 2-21, 
Gudakesh Motie 2-28)
Toss: Afghanistan
Result: West Indies win by 104 runs

West Indies’ Nicholas Pooran plays a shot 
during the ICC Twenty20 World Cup match 
against Afghanistan at Daren Sammy Cricket 
Ground in Gros Islet, St. Lucia. (AFP)

Markram warns USA ‘not small team anymore’
AFP
North Sound, Antigua and Barbuda

S
outh Africa captain Aiden 
Markram warned his side 
against under-estimating 
the United States ahead of 

their T20 World Cup showdown, 
claiming the Americans are “not a 
small team anymore”.

Co-hosts USA stunned the 
sport by beating former cham-
pions and Asian powerhouse Pa-
kistan in the first-round group 
stage, a result which helped propel 
the Americans into the elite Super 
Eights second stage.

“They have been really good. A 
lot of people will say ‘smaller na-
tion’, but they’re not and they’ve 
proved that they’re not anymore,” 
said Markram. “So, we’re going to 
100 per cent have to be on our best 
game for things to go well, but I’m 

excited for that challenge.” With 
12 of the original 20 nations elimi-
nated, the United States are rid-
ing a wave of confidence into the 
Super Eights. Two-time winners 
West Indies and defending cham-
pions England complete their sec-
ond round group. India, Australia, 
Afghanistan and Bangladesh com-
prise the other pool. South Africa 
finished their opening group cam-
paign with a perfect four wins in 
four games but they rode their luck 
to maintain a 100 per cent record.

After bowling out Sri Lanka for 
just 77 and claiming a six-wicket 
victory, the Proteas edged the 
Netherlands by four wickets in 
pursuit of just 104. At one stage, 
they were teetering at 12-4.

They then squeezed past Bang-
ladesh by only four runs before 
avoiding a seismic shock by break-
ing Nepal hearts in a knife-edge 
one-run win. In common with 

many sides, the South Africans 
struggled for runs in the three 
games they played in New York. 
However, even in the more bats-
man-friendly environment of the 
Caribbean they could only muster 
115 against Nepal, their best total 
so far.

Only David Miller, with 101 runs 
over four innings, has managed 
to break into three figures for the 
tournament. He is the lone South 
African in the top 20 run-getters. 
Opener Quinton de Kock, his 
country’s all-time leading scorer 
in the format with 2,389 runs, has 
only 48 at this World Cup with a 
best score of 20, in his four visits 
to the crease.

Markram has contributed only 
31 runs at an average of less than 
eight. “Still striving for that per-
fect game,” admitted Markram of 
his team’s shortcomings with the 
bat. Of the bowlers, Anrich Nortje 

has shone with a tournament sec-
ond-best nine wickets with a top 
return of 4-7. “Our bowlers have 
been really good for us and poten-
tially bailed us out of jail once or 
twice. But it’s understandably so,” 
added Markram.

“Conditions have been quite 
tough for us with the bat. Now it’s 
a fresh start for us. Specifically, if 
you speak as a batting group, we 
get the chance to get new condi-
tions, hopefully slightly more bat-
ting friendly for us.”

The USA team have a South Af-
rican in their line-up in left-arm 
fast-bowling all-rounder Shadley 
van Schalkwyk. The Cape Town 
native studied at the same school 
as former Proteas star Jacques 
Kallis. Van Schalkwyk, 35, has 
become hard to miss at the World 
Cup as he superstitiously wears 
the same red, white and blue socks 
for every match.

BOTTOMLINE

PREVIEW

MATCH REPORT

June 19
At Antigua: South Africa v USA 
(14:30)
At Saint Lucia: West Indies v 
England (00:30 Thursday)

June 20
At Barbados: Afghanistan v 
India (14:30)
At Antigua: Australia v 
Bangladesh (0030 Friday)

June 21
At Saint Lucia: England v South 
Africa (14:30)
At Barbados: West Indies v USA 
(00:30 Saturday)

June 22
At Antigua: India v Bangladesh 
(14:30)
Afghanistan v Australia (00:30 
Sunday)

June 23
At Barbados: England v USA 
(14:30)
At Antigua: West Indies v South 
Africa (00:30 Monday)

June 24
At Saint Lucia: Australia v India 
(14:30)
At Saint Vincent: Afghanistan v 
Bangladesh (00:30 Tuesday)

Semi-finals
June 26

At Trinidad (00:30 Thursday)
June 27

At Guyana (14:30)
Final

June 29
At Barbados (14:30) 
� (All times are in GMT)

Super Eight fixtures
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