
Amir appoints 
president of General 
Tax Authority

Israeli case: ICJ to
hold public hearings

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani issued 
yesterday the Amiri Decision No 
26 of 2024 appointing HE Khalifa 
bin Jassim al-Kuwari as President 
of the General Tax Authority. 
The decision is eff ective starting 
from its date of issue and is to be 
published in the off icial gazette. 
(QNA)

The International Court 
of Justice (ICJ) will hold 
public hearings on Thursday 
and Friday with regards to 
South Africa’s request for 
the indication of additional 
provisional measures to be 
implemented by the Israeli 
entity, including withdrawing 
its military from Rafah. In a 
statement, the court indicated 
that South Africa will make the 
case tomorrow, in the Gaza 
genocide case, whereas Israel 
will deliver its response to the 
matter on Friday. (QNA)
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HMC launches sterile compounding pharmacy at NCCCR

A state-of-the-art sterile 
compounding pharmacy 
has been opened at Hamad 

Medical Corporation’s (HMC) Na-
tional Centre for Cancer Care and 
Research (NCCCR).

The new facility was offi  cially 
opened at the NCCCR by Ali al-
Janahi, acting assistant, managing 
director of HMC along with other 
dignitaries. 

Sterile compounding involves 
preparing medications in an envi-
ronment free from bacteria, viruses, 
or any other potentially infectious 
microorganisms. Sterile compound-
ing is used for preparations that will 

be administered through injections, 
including chemotherapy, antibiotics 
and others.

Dr Mohamed Salem al-Hassan, 
CEO and medical director of NC-
CCR and chairman, Corporate 
Cancer Services at HMC said the 
new sterile compounding phar-
macy will have a direct positive 
impact on patient care.

“This cutting-edge facility is 
another key part of NCCCR’s ad-
vanced treatment options, further 
establishing its position as a lead-
ing cancer care centre in the re-
gion,” Dr al-Hassan said. 

“The facility is also equipped 

with cutting-edge technologies 
and staff ed by highly trained pro-
fessionals to ensure the highest 
standards of safety and effi  cacy.”

Dr Anas Hamad, director of 
Pharmacy Department at NCCCR 
said the new pharmacy is a unique 
set-up where only very few clean 
rooms in the entire Mena region 
have the same high standards.

“The pharmacy is designed with 
utmost precision and adherence to 
international standards, particu-
larly the guidelines set by top reg-
ulatory bodies for chemotherapy 
compounding,” Dr Hamad said. “It 
increases the department’s capac-

ity of chemotherapy production 
by 67% and IV medications pro-
duction by 100% which is of great 
benefi t to our patients, meaning 
they can get their medications 
faster and more conveniently.”

The new unit adheres to the 
stringent standards set by the 
United States Pharmacopeia 
(USP), an independent, scientifi c 
nonprofi t organisation focused 
on building trust in the supply of 
safe, quality medicines. The USP 
standards guarantees the quality 
and purity of the medications, sig-
nifi cantly contributing to positive 
patient outcomes.

Off icials touring the new state-of-the-art sterile compounding pharmacy 
at HMC’s National Centre for Cancer Care and Research.

Resilient economy
put Qatar on global
stage, says PM
QNA
Doha 

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Sheikh Mohamed bin 

Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani 
has affi  rmed that under the lead-
ership and wisdom of His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani, embodied in 
the Qatar National Vision 2030, 
Qatar has successfully navigated 
signifi cant challenges, leading to 
the fl exibility that characterises 
its economy and positioning it 
competitively on the global stage, 
with effi  cient investment in natu-
ral resources and human energies.

Addressing the 4th Qatar Eco-
nomic Forum, under the theme 
“A World Remade: Navigating the 
Year of Uncertainty,” HE Sheikh 
Mohamed said that the Qatari 
economy continues to achieve 
indicators refl ecting its stability 
and prosperity, adding that the 
gross domestic product at con-
stant prices until the third quarter 
of 2023 recorded growth of about 
1.6% and this growth coincided 
with improvements in fi nan-
cial stability indicators, with the 

government adopting a fl exible 
fi nancial plan in response to fl uc-
tuations in energy prices.

He added that Qatar is on its 
way towards the fi nal stages of 
Qatar National Vision 2030, with 
the government continuing to 
work on completing and enhanc-
ing Qatar’s diverse economic in-
frastructure, driven by initiatives 
from both the local and foreign 

private sectors, supported by a 
series of regulatory reforms and 
investment incentives, qualifying 
it to occupy an advanced position 
among the top 10 countries in 
terms of business environment.

HE Sheikh Mohamed further 
highlighted Qatar’s transition 
towards comprehensive digital 
transformation through increased 
investment in technology, in-
novation, and artifi cial intelli-
gence. To achieve this, Qatar has 
allocated a package of incentives 
worth QR9bn, and the country 
is hosting several sessions of the 
“Web Summit” conference for 
the fi rst time in the Middle East 
and Africa to enhance partner-
ships with major investors and 
exchange expertise with technol-
ogy leaders worldwide. Alongside 
this summit, the “Startup Qatar” 
project was launched, with more 
than 250 startups registered.

He also announced the launch of 
the “Al Fanar” Arabic Artifi cial In-
telligence project, which will prima-
rily focus on collecting quality data 
in the Arabic language, contributing 
to enriching large linguistic models 
and preserving the Arab identity. 
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HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin 
Jassim al-Thani addressing the 
4th Qatar Economic Forum in 
Doha yesterday.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani patronised the opening of the 4th edition of Qatar 
Economic Forum, Powered by Bloomberg, which is held under the theme “A World Remade: Navigating the 
Year of Uncertainty” at Katara Towers — Fairmont Doha and Raff les Doha — yesterday morning.
HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani 
made the opening address. His Highness the Amir attended the inaugural panel discussion with HE Sheikh 
Mohamed, a panel with Polish President Andrzej Duda, and another panel with Malaysian Prime Minister 
Dr Anwar Ibrahim. The opening was attended by President Duda, President of Palau Surangel Whipps Jr., 
President-elect and Minister of Defence of Indonesia Gen. Prabowo Subianto, and Malaysian Prime Minister Dr 
Anwar Ibrahim. Also present were HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani, HE the Shura Council Speaker Hassan bin Abdullah al-Ghanem, a number 
of ministers representing sisterly and friendly countries, and heads of the diplomatic missions accredited 
to Qatar, alongside high-ranking off icials, parliamentarians, thinkers, economists, businessmen, media, and 
representatives of regional and international organisations. (QNA) Page 2

Amir patronises opening of 
4th Qatar Economic Forum

Amir welcomes guests of Qatar Economic Forum
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani welcomed the guests of the 4th Qatar Economic Forum, 
stressing that the forum has become a global platform for presenting constructive ideas.
In a post on His Highness’ off icial account on X, the Amir welcomed the guests of the 4th Qatar Economic Forum, 
Powered by Bloomberg, wishing them success in crystallising the results of this significant forum, which has 
become a global platform for presenting constructive ideas on global economic and geopolitical issues as well as 
presenting innovative proposals to overcome the challenges presented. (QNA)

Amir meets Polish president

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani met with Polish President Andrzej Duda on the 
sidelines of the 4th Qatar Economic Forum, Powered by Bloomberg, at Katara Towers — Fairmont Doha 
and Raff les Doha — yesterday morning. The meeting discussed bilateral relations and ways to develop and 
enhance them across various fields of co-operation, as well as regional and international issues of common 
interest, especially the latest developments in the Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian territories.
The meeting was attended by HE the Chief of the Amiri Diwan Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman al-Thani, and 
several senior off icials. On the Polish side, the meeting was attended by Head of the International Policy 
Bureau in the Cabinet of the President of Poland, Mieszko Pawlak; Head of the Cabinet of the President 
of Poland Marcin Mastalerek, and a number of senior off icials and members of the off icial delegation 
accompanying the president. (QNA) 

‘Qatar will continue its
eff orts for Gaza ceasefi re’

Qatar will continue its ef-
forts to reach an agree-
ment leading to the ces-

sation of the Israeli war on the 
Gaza Strip, as long as there is an 
opportunity to achieve this goal, 
offi  cial spokesperson for the 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Dr 
Majid bin Mohamed al-Ansari, 
said yesterday. 

During the weekly media brief-
ing, he highlighted that this Qatari 
stance has been repeatedly af-
fi rmed, and it was reiterated by HE 
the Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-
Thani, during his speech at the 
opening session of the fourth edi-
tion of ‘Qatar Economic Forum, 
Powered by Bloomberg.’

Dr al-Ansari pointed out that 
from day one, Qatari negotiators 
have not ceased their eff orts to ex-
plore and open all doors to reach 
an agreement, emphasising the 

need to assess the seriousness of 
the parties involved in reaching an 
agreement to end the war, which 
has been the driving force for Qa-
tar to evaluate its mediation eff orts 
and clarify the points.

He explained that the mediation 
is ongoing, but Qatar will never 
accept its mediation being mis-
represented or exploited for any 
political, electoral, or other inter-
nal purposes, stating that Qatar 
has chosen this path sincerely, 
demonstrated its commitment, 
and will continue its role as a me-
diator and work to bridge the gap 
between the negotiating parties 
until reaching peace.

Dr Majid bin Mohamed al-Ansari



HE the Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Moham-
ed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 

al-Thani stressed that the best way to stop 
the ongoing fi ghting in the Gaza Strip, 
which Qatar is demanding, is reaching an 
agreement, putting an end to the atroci-
ties committed against civilians, and 
negotiating an agreement to release the 
hostages, considering that achieving this 
would enable an agreement to be reached 
within days.

During the opening session of the Qatar 
Economic Forum, HE the Prime Minister 
indicated that there is uncertainty about 
how to stop the war on the Israeli side, 
which is not inclined to this option, add-
ing that when the talk is about an agree-
ment to reach a ceasefi re, a lot of politics 
say that they would go on with the war. He 
stressed that Qatar would continue to work 
and pressure, along with partners to reach 
an agreement, provided that the warring 
parties help facilitate this as the issue is ul-
timately in their hands.

He pointed out that the negotiation 
process is long and stressful, as some mo-
mentum has been observed over the past 
weeks, but unfortunately things have not 
moved in the appropriate direction. The 
situation is currently going through a state 
of stagnation, especially after what hap-
pened in Rafah. 

He added that Qatar has not stopped 
its role as mediator despite facing many 
challenges in the past few weeks, which 
prompted Qatar to conduct a re-evalua-
tion. Qatar did not want to be exploited 
as a mediator and wanted to make clear to 
everyone that its role is limited to media-
tion. Qatar is doing this and will continue 
to do so, saying that he believes Qatar has 
achieved great progress.

HE Sheikh Mohamed also noted that 
what makes the negotiation process diffi  -
cult is the presence of fundamental diff er-
ences. There is one side that wants to end 
the war and then talk about the hostages, 
and the other side wants to release the 
hostages and continue the war. As long as 
there is no point of understanding between 
the two sides, it’s hard to reach a result, 
warning that what is happening in the Gaza 
Strip requires saying, “enough”. 

HE Sheikh Mohamed added that looking 
at the disaster in Gaza, most reports con-
fi rmed that reconstruction requires $40-
50bn and will continue until 2040. This is 
only what the pictures show, representing 
10-20% of the actual destruction, in addi-

tion to the risks of war or violence spread-
ing in the region and this is what happened 
in the Red Sea and Lebanon, and it will in-
crease as the war continues.

Regarding the Hamas movement’s offi  ce 
in Doha, HE the Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Aff airs indicated that the 
presence of a political offi  ce for the Hamas 
movement in Doha began in 2012 with the 
aim of creating a channel of communication 
between them, the Israelis, and Americans. 

He pointed out that this channel has 
proved to be eff ective in light of the vari-
ous confl icts from 2014 until today, ex-
plaining that this offi  ce has played a major 
role, including the release of hostages (109 
hostages) thanks to Qatari mediation in the 
negotiations, which is the only hostages’ 
release operation during the ongoing war 
and did not come as a result of pressure or 
military action.

Qatar’s vision and point of view see the 
necessity of having access for all parties to 
resolve the confl ict. He stressed that Qatar 
is not a party to the confl ict, adding that 

Qatar’s principles and policies that sup-
port the Palestinians in implementing the 
two-state solution have not changed, and 
as long as Qatar has the ability, it will help, 
as it has done so between Afghanistan, the 
Taliban and the US, and between the vari-
ous parties in Lebanon, Sudan, and others. 
This is at the core of Qatar’s foreign policy 
(to build on mediation to help resolve and 
settle disputes between the parties and 
work to fi nd a regional consensus).

Regarding the situation in the Gaza 
Strip after the war, HE Sheikh Mohamed 
stressed that it is still too early to talk about 
this matter. He said that Qatar believes in a 
single Palestinian government responsible 
for the West Bank and Gaza. This Palestin-
ian government must be formed by con-
sensus among the Palestinians to lead the 
transitional process in the country, but the 
Israeli government’s statements reject the 
existence of the Palestinian Authority. 

He indicated that with the total destruc-
tion of the Strip without a vision for the 
role of the Palestinian Authority, the situ-

ation will be diffi  cult not only for Qatar but 
for the entire world. 

In this regard, HE the Prime Minister 
said that Qatar is working with its Arab 
partners, the Six-Party Committee, and 
the US to think about the best way until the 
day after the war so that it does not aff ect 
the Palestinians and the Palestinian cause, 
and does not undermine the Palestinian 
Authority. 

Regarding Qatar’s investment plans and 
areas in the coming period, HE Sheikh Mo-
hamed stated that the sovereign wealth 
fund follows a diversifi cation strategy, 
adding that the US has been a signifi cant 
market in recent years, and Asia is also 
attracting major Qatari investments. He 
added that Qatar is looking to expand in 
emerging markets like Central Asia and Af-
rica, while ensuring that investments are 
not high-risk and secure and off er guaran-
teed returns, especially considering these 
investments are for the benefi t of future 
generations.

He added that domestically, Qatar has 
launched its Third National Develop-
ment Strategy, which is considered the 
third phase of implementing Vision 2030. 
He emphasised that while Qatar focused 
on infrastructure in the past 25 years, the 
current phase is about building on past 
achievements, pointing out that the core 
of the third strategy is focusing on hu-
man capital, unleashing its potential, and 
opening opportunities for the private sec-
tor, allowing the government to step back 
or withdraw, transitioning to a regulatory 
role. He also noted that the government 
is working on creating an incentive pro-
gramme to encourage the private sector 
and foreign investors, focusing on logisti-
cal aff airs, tourism, information and com-
munication technology, fi nancial services, 
and other sectors. 

He pointed out that essential sectors like 
healthcare and education witnessed sig-
nifi cant progress in infrastructure invest-
ment, with room for improvement in the 
economic aspect of healthcare, research, 
and development.

Regarding investment in AI and semi-
conductors, the PM reaffi  rmed that AI re-
quires massive investments in infrastruc-
ture and application, pointing out that 
Qatar is focusing on complementing the 
eff orts of other countries, given ambitious 
projects in Saudi Arabia and the UAE. He 
explained that the focus is on improving 
core programs for AI utilisation or infra-
structure-related aspects. (QNA)
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani attended the reception ceremony of the 4th Qatar Economic Forum, Powered by Bloomberg, yesterday evening in Fairmont and Raff les Hotels, Katara Towers. The 
ceremony was attended by Polish President Andrzej Duda and President of Palau Surangel Whipps, Jr. Also present was HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani, along with a number of ministers from friendly countries, and senior businessmen, politicians, thinkers, academics and media figures. During the ceremony, His Highness the Amir discussed with the visiting 
dignitaries topics of mutual interest. The Amir also attended a dinner banquet in the honour of heads of states and government and senior off icials from various countries participating in the forum. (QNA)

Amir attends reception ceremony of 4th Qatar Economic Forum

Malaysian Prime 
Minister Dr 
Anwar Ibrahim 
left Doha 
yesterday after 
a state visit to 
the country. 
He and the 
accompanying 
delegation were 
seen off  at Doha 
International 
Airport by Qatar’s 
ambassador to 
Malaysia Salah 
bin Mohamed 
al-Sorour and 
Malaysian 
ambassador to 
Qatar Zamshari 
bin Shaharan. 
(QNA)

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani met yesterday with the visiting Slovenian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign and 
European Aff airs Tanja Fajon. During the meeting, the two sides discussed co-operation relations between 
the two countries and ways to support and develop them, in addition to several regional and international 
issues of mutual interest. After the meeting, an agreement was signed between the two countries, in 
regard to exempting holders of diplomatic and special passports from entry visas. The agreement was 
signed by HE the Prime Minister and the Slovenian deputy PM. (QNA)

Malaysian PM ends Doha visit PM meets Slovenian deputy PM

Qatar doing its best in Gaza mediation 
but fundamental diff erences persist: PM

From Page 1

He pointed out that the government 

will continue its investment in the energy 

sector, with Qatar expected to complete 

its expansion in natural gas production 

by 2030 through the North Field Expan-

sion project, increasing total production 

to 142mn tonnes annually.

HE Sheikh Mohamed expressed his 

pride that Qatar has become a beacon 

of economic opportunities for many, at-

tracting investors from around the world, 

due to the foundations it provides for 

economic success that helps uplift the 

region, allowing everyone to enjoy this 

prosperity.

Regarding the current global chal-

lenges and crises, HE the Prime Minister 

and Minister of Foreign Aff airs said that 

the world has barely recovered from the 

Covid-19 pandemic before finding itself 

facing wars casting heavy shadows on 

everyone’s lives, unfolding in various 

parts of the world, particularly the 

Russian-Ukrainian war in Europe, the 

Sudanese crisis in Africa, and the latest 

challenges in the Gaza Strip, where the 

humanitarian crisis has worsened, claim-

ing the lives of thousands of innocent 

children, women, and elderly individuals.

He emphasised that Qatar was among 

the first to warn against the danger of 

the Gaza war spreading to other regions 

in the region, yet the world as a whole 

failed to prevent this, leading to the ex-

pansion of confrontations to the Red Sea, 

threatening international navigation and 

exacerbating the diff iculties of global 

trade already suff ering.

He aff irmed that the multiple challeng-

es resulting from these successive crises 

compel countries to work on improving 

economic conditions, as this contributes 

to creating oases of stability.

HE the Prime Minister and Minister 

of Foreign Aff airs expressed his hope in 

the ability of nations to overcome chal-

lenges, stating that in Qatar everyone 

is determined to bring about change to 

establish a better future, looking forward 

to seeing new investment opportunities 

through the platform of this forum.

Resilient economy 
put Qatar on global 
stage, says PM
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Malaysian PM lauds Qatar, partners’  
mediation eff orts for Gaza ceasefi re
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

Malaysian Prime Minister 
Dr Anwar Ibrahim lauded 
Qatar and other me-

diators for their concerted eff orts 
towards securing a ceasefi re and 
ending the confl ict in Gaza, high-
lighting the need for lasting peace 
in the region. 

Speaking at a session during 
the Qatar Economic Forum 2024, 
Powered by Bloomberg, Dr Ibra-
him expressed his support for the 
mediation initiatives led by Qatar, 
the Arab League, the Organisation 
of Islamic Co-operation (OIC), 
and the international community. 

He stressed the importance of 
readiness to achieve peace and 
urged respect for the decisions 
and recommendations put forth 

by neighbouring countries. “What 
is their strong request? To stop the 
continued aggression, atrocities 
against children, (and) women due 
to the bombardment of Gaza and 
that includes the settlements... 
illegal occupation. We are talking 
about colonisation. 

“What was discussed in Ukraine 
was about colonisation, it is rob-
bing, it’s possession of other 
lands, that’s all, and for that, I am 
sympathetic with them,” said Ib-
rahim at the discussion, moder-
ated by Bloomberg Television an-
chor Francine Lacqua.

Regarding Malaysia’s diplomat-
ic relations, the Malaysian Prime 
Minister reiterated his country’s 
strong ties with China and the 
United States, noting the infl ux 
of investments from technology 
giants such as Microsoft, Google, 
and Nvidia. He cited Malaysia’s 

growing status as a semiconduc-
tor hub in the region in part due to 
American support.

He also outlined Malaysia’s 
focus on digital transforma-
tion, energy transition, and ar-
tifi cial intelligence as key driv-
ers of progress for the nation. He 
commended Malaysia’s eff orts in 
combating corruption, highlight-
ing the impartial and independent 
work of the Malaysian Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission in upholding 
the rule of law.

About Malaysia’s role in the 
post-war scenario in Gaza, Dr Ib-
rahim acknowledged the coun-
try’s limitations as an emerging 
economy but asserted its commit-
ment to assisting in any capacity 
possible. “We are a small country 
relatively struggling to survive as 
an emerging economy. That is why 
I maintain excellent relations with 

Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and 
Turkiye and get their sense on what 
to be done because it is our duty to 
do whatever is necessary given the 
limited of whatever capacity that 
we have,” he said, underscoring the 
importance of consulting regional 
partners and aligning with the po-
sitions advocated by organisations 
like the OIC.

Addressing the challenges faced 
by Malaysia, Dr Ibrahim stressed 
the need to prioritise humanitar-
ian values, compassion, and hu-
man dignity alongside economic 
and developmental agendas. The 
prime minister’s remarks under-
scored Malaysia’s commitment 
to regional stability, diplomatic 
engagement, and principled gov-
ernance in navigating complex 
geopolitical challenges and pro-
moting peace in confl ict-affl  icted 
regions like Gaza.

Malaysian Prime Minister Dr Anwar Ibrahim at the Qatar Economic 
Forum 2024, Powered by Bloomberg (supplied picture)

Qatar-US relations are fl ourishing at great levels: US ambassador
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

The economic relationship between 
the United States and Qatar is ‘ab-
solutely fabulous’ providing great 

opportunities for both the nations, noted 
US ambassador Timmy Davis yesterday. 
Ambassador Davis was speaking to the 
media on the sidelines of the Qatar Eco-
nomic Forum 2024 being held at Raffl  es 
and Fairmont Doha.

“It is not just because of what has al-
ready been done, but because of the op-
portunity in it what is going to come. I 
will lead a delegation of Qataris to Se-
lect USA, a forum where Qatari business 
leaders, Qatari government leaders would 
have opportunities to talk about how to 
invest in the United States. This rela-
tionship, I think can be a right model for 
the region. While Qatar is geographically 
smaller than some of the countries in the 
region, their ability to invest in the right 

places and create the right partners, is 
second to none in the region,” said Davis.

Answering a question from Gulf Times, 
Davis said that what Qatar wants to do, 
mirrors what they are best at. He ex-
plained: “Qatar has a burgeoning agricul-
ture industry here. I know that is going to 
be part of how they want to invest in the 

United States. In fact, I think agriculture 
is going to be a major topic for Qatar. They 
are obviously interested in technology. 
I have a trip planned to Silicon Valley in 
June that will include talking about op-
portunities in cybersecurity. AI is going to 
be a big deal and so I can see Qatar invest-
ing in those areas in the United States.” 

Ambassador Davis noted that the US 
off ers immense opportunities for Qatar. 
He remarked: “We have always said that 
50 states in the United States off er 50 or 
more diff erent opportunities. Diff erent 
tax structures, diff erent visions for their 
future, the idea of sub national diploma-
cy, investment in the heartland in areas 
that don’t get a lot of attention present a 
great deal of opportunity for Qatar and its 
businessmen.”

The envoy continued that he is quite 
excited and satisfi ed with the current 
economic relationship with Qatar and 
the United States and more excited about 
what is to come. As for the co-operation 
in the education sector, ambassador Dav-

is said that the US universities are doing 
an excellent service here in Qatar provid-
ing such a valuable service, not just for 
Qatar but for the region and beyond. 

“The universities have done such a 
great service for people who could not 
have left Qatar to get an education in the 
United States. Having these six universi-
ties here, people come here from various 
parts of the world to these world-class 
universities. I fi nd that absolutely heart-
ening and remarkable. It says something 
about the ways we can absolutely work 
together.”

He also recalled his recent conversa-
tion with Her Highness Sheikha Moza 
bint Nasser, chairperson of Qatar Foun-
dation and how the vision of Her High-
ness is reshaping the education scenario 
in the country and the region. He also 
said that several US educational institu-
tions have keen interest in collaborating 
with Qatar and several joint researches 
and collaborations are already underway 
between Qatar and the US institutes.

Ambassador Timmy Davis interacting with the 
media yesterday. PICTURE: Thajudheen
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Polish president 
stresses support 
for expanding EU 
membership
Polish President An-

drzej Duda has af-
fi rmed his country’s 

support for expanding the 
European Union, making 
Europe multinational and 
with equal rights, voicing 
his rejection of the idea 
of Europe turning into a 
federal system in terms of 
political union, however 
supporting the idea of eco-
nomic union in Europe.

In a panel discussion 
within the Qatar Economic 
Forum, he said that the pri-
orities of the Polish presi-
dency for the European 
Union in the coming year 
will focus on strengthen-
ing ties between the bloc 
and the US, given the stra-
tegic nature of this bilater-
al co-operation, express-
ing Warsaw’s support for 
other European countries 
to join the Union.

He highlighted the 
importance of Ukraine, 
Moldova and the Western 
Balkan countries joining 
the European Union, not-
ing that immediately after 
the outbreak of war against 
Ukraine, Warsaw sent 
a letter to the European 
Commission demanding 
that Ukraine be accepted 
into the European Union, 
as there were great doubts 
about this matter at the 
time. In June of the same 
year, Ukraine was accepted 

as a candidate to join the 
European Union, stressing 
the importance of this ap-
proach for the safety and 
security of Europe.

President Duda also 
stressed the need for the 
“free world” to work to sup-
port Ukraine to regain its 
lands, in a way that upholds 
the rule of international law 
and confronts any fl agrant 
violation of international 
charters and agreements.

He pointed out that this is 
what the peace summit that 
will be held in Switzerland 
soon will focus on, in which 
the importance of the rule 
of law will be discussed, not 
only at the level of Eastern 
or Central Europe but also 
regionally and internation-
ally.

In another aspect of his 
speech at the session, he 
appreciated the American 
support for his country, 
pointing to the role of the 
US in enhancing the secu-
rity of Eastern European 
and Baltic countries, and it 
is also considered the fi rst 
donor country to Ukraine in 
its war with Russia.

Regarding the Russian-
Ukrainian war, he warned 
that Russia is preparing for 
a new attack on Ukraine 
during the summer season, 
noting that he raised this 
issue during his last visit 
to Washington in March, 
where the current American 
administration confi rmed 
its support for Europe, and 
this is what the next admin-
istration will do whether it 
was a Republican or a Dem-
ocrat. Regarding whether 
Poland would be vulnerable 
to any Russian attack in the 
future, President Duda said 
that he did not say whether 
Poland would be the next 
country, rather, he is doing 
his best to ensure that this 
does not happen.

He ruled out the occur-
rence of such a scenario for 
many reasons, but he did 
not hide the possibility of 
any change occurring in 
the Baltic countries, Fin-
land, or even Poland and 
other countries that were 
in the eastern camp during 
the communist era, due to 
the current events between 
Moscow and Kyiv. (QNA)

The visiting Polish President Andrzej 
Duda yesterday met HE the Minister of 
Transport Jassim Saif Ahmed al-Sulaiti, 
on the sidelines of the fourth edition 
of Qatar Economic Forum, a statement 
from the Ministry of Transport (MoT) 
said. They discussed bilateral relations 
in the areas of transport and ways to 
enhance them, particularly in eco-
friendly transport, and several topics of 
mutual interest.

HE the Minister of Transport Jassim Saif 
Ahmed al-Sulaiti met with Uzbekistan’s 
Minister of Transport Ilhom Makhkamov. 
During the meeting held via video-
conferencing, the ministers discussed 
aspects of bilateral co-operation in the areas 
of transport, transport services and civil 
aviation, and ways to enhance them. (QNA)

Transport minister meets Polish president

Transport minister meets Uzbek counterpart

President Duda has also emphasised 
the need for the “free world” to work to 
support Ukraine to regain its 
lands, in a way that upholds the 
rule of international law

HE the Minister of Interior and Commander of the Internal Security 
Force (Lekhwiya) Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani 
met yesterday with the visiting Under-Secretary-General for Peace 
Operations of the United Nations Jean-Pierre Lacroix. During the 
meeting, they discussed various topics of mutual interest. (QNA)

Interior minister 
meets UN official

Qatar participated in the foreign ministers’ preparatory meeting for the Council of the Arab League at the summit level in its 
33rd regular session, which is being hosted by Bahrain. Qatar’s delegation to the meeting was headed by HE the Minister of 
State for Foreign Aff airs Sultan bin Saad al-Muraikhi. (QNA)

Qatar attends Arab League preparatory meeting

Qatar renews appeal to 
UNSC to recommend UN 
membership for Palestine
Qatar has renewed its call for the 

UN Security Council to make a 
fair and appropriate decision by 

recommending full membership for the 
State of Palestine in the UN.

This came in Qatar’s statement de-
livered by HE the Permanent Repre-
sentative of Qatar to the United Nations 
Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin Saif al-Thani 
during the resumed 10th emergency 
special session of the General Assem-
bly under Agenda item 5 “Illegal Israeli 
actions in Occupied East Jerusalem and 
the rest of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory” regarding the draft resolu-
tion admission of new members to the 
United Nations submitted by the Arab 
group at the UN headquarters in New 
York.

Her Excellency expressed Qatar’s 
pride in the adoption of the historic 
draft resolution by an overwhelm-
ing majority of the General Assembly, 
which supports Palestine’s right to full 
membership in the United Nations.

She expressed Qatar’s gratitude to 
the countries that voted in favour of 
the draft resolution, affirming that Qa-
tar’s participation in adopting the draft 
resolution reflects its principled and 
longstanding position in support of the 
Palestinian people and their just cause.

Sheikha Alya stated that Qatar con-
firms that the State of Palestine meets 
the required criteria and conditions 
under Article 4 of the United Nations 
Charter; therefore, this decision repre-
sents a significant victory for the Pal-
estinian brothers and provides a new 
opportunity for the Security Council to 
take a unified stance to recommend the 
membership of the State of Palestine.

This decision embodies the purposes 

of the United Nations and international 
legitimacy resolutions, especially the 
principle of the right to self-determi-
nation, the principle of equal rights 
among people, and the principle of 
equality in sovereignty. Accepting the 
State of Palestine as a full member state 
is a crucial step toward achieving the 
two-state solution, which is a key en-
try point to a just and comprehensive 
political settlement of the Palestinian 
issue in accordance with international 
legitimacy, she added.

She explained that despite the im-
portance of this achievement, the Is-
raeli aggression continues in Gaza in 
clear defiance of international law, in-
ternational humanitarian law, relevant 
Security Council and General Assem-

bly resolutions, and the International 
Court of Justice. Qatar condemns, in 
the strongest terms, the Israeli occupa-
tion forces’ bombing of Rafah, the inva-
sion of the land crossing, and the threat 
to displace citizens from shelters and 
residences.

 She called for urgent international 
action to prevent the invasion of the 
city and the commission of genocide 
as well as to provide full protection for 
civilians under international law and 
international humanitarian law.

She stressed that Qatar warns that 
forcing civilians to flee from the city, 
which has become the last refuge for 
hundreds of thousands of displaced 
people within Gaza, constitutes a seri-
ous violation of international laws and 
would exacerbate the worsening hu-
manitarian crisis in the Strip.

Qatar affirms its commitment to 
continue mediation efforts in partner-
ship with Egypt and the United States, 
hoping that sincere efforts will again 
result in an immediate and lasting 
ceasefire in Gaza, the release of pris-
oners and detainees, the continuous 
delivery of humanitarian aid, and the 
protection of civilians, paving the way 
for a serious political process leading to 
a just and comprehensive settlement of 
the Palestinian issue, she said.

She reiterated Qatar’s steadfast and 
historical stance in support of the re-
silience of the Palestinian people and 
their just cause, in accordance with in-
ternational legitimacy resolutions and 
within the framework of the Arab Peace 
Initiative, which guarantees the estab-
lishment of an independent Palestinian 
state on the 1967 borders with East Je-
rusalem as its capital. (QNA)

HE Permanent Representative of Qatar 
to the United Nations Sheikha Alya 
Ahmed bin Saif al-Thani.

President-elect and Minister of Defence of Indonesia Gen 
Prabowo Subianto arrived in Doha yesterday to participate 
in the Qatar Economic Forum. The president-elect and the 
accompanying delegation, was welcomed upon arrival at Doha 
International Airport by HE Secretary-General of the Ministry of 
Foreign Aff airs Dr Ahmed bin Hassan al-Hammadi. (QNA)

Indonesia president-elect 
arrives in Doha
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Transport ministry conducts survey for 
Qatar Bicycle Master Plan update

The Ministry of Transport 
has conducted a large-
scale fi eld survey as part of 

Stage 2 of the project of updat-
ing the Qatar Bicycle Master Plan 
(QBMP).

The MoT, according to a state-
ment, takes into consideration 
that the Third Qatar National 
Development Strategy (NDS3) 
prioritises a high quality of life by 
benefi ting from Qatar’s advanced 
transportation infrastructure by 
increasing utilisation and effi  cien-
cy and accelerating the transition 
to more sustainable mobility op-
tions. 

This eff ort is also aligned with 
the pillars of the Qatar National 
Vision (QNV 2030) and the initia-
tives outlined in the Transporta-
tion Master Plan for Qatar (TMPQ 
2050).

To ensure inclusivity, a diverse 
range of male and female partici-
pants, both Qataris and residents 
from all age groups from all areas 
across Qatar, were surveyed with 
a particular focus on the most 
densely populated areas. Inter-
views were held at 147 diverse lo-
cations across the country.

The purpose was to gather in-
formation and feedback on peo-
ple’s current and future needs as 
well as challenges and preferences 
related to micromobility options 
like bicycles and e-scooters, how 
often people use them to get to 
work or to access public transit fa-
cilities, or just for sport and leisure 

in addition to the average travel 
time and distance cut. One more 
purpose was to diagnose the key 
barriers and motivators. 

The survey showed that the 
bicycle is the preferred mode of 
transportation for 89% of all re-
spondents and trip purposes were 
primarily functional (33.4%) to get 
to work or for delivery purposes, 
versus 66.6% for non-functional 
aspects such as exercise and lei-
sure.

Average travel time varied ac-
cording to the purpose, with work/
school trips averaging 13 minutes, 
exercise/leisure trips averaging 
30 minutes, service/delivery trips 
averaging eight minutes, and ac-
cessing metro/bus trips averaging 
10 minutes.

Barriers cited the most by mi-
cromobility vehicle users surveyed 
included lack of tracks/separation 
from traffi  c on intersections and 

insuffi  cient services needed near 
such tracks such as charging sta-
tions, parking spaces, drinking 
water and restrooms.

Some other respondents said 
making such devices available 
for sharing for free or at low-cost 
rental can help encourage the use 
of bikes and micromobility de-
vices. The findings of this survey 
are crucial to the ongoing updat-
ing of the QBMP, particularly 
with finalising the remaining 
phases of the plan to move for-
ward with putting the initiatives, 
developing future infrastructure 
projects, and setting policies and 
systems to promote and improve 
the use of micromobility devices, 
bringing us closer to a future 
where sustainable transporta-
tion options are accessible and 
convenient for all with seamless 
integration into Qatar’s trans-
portation network.

HE the Chief of Staff  of Qatar Armed Forces Staff  Lieutenant-General (Pilot) Salem bin Hamad bin Aqeel 
al-Nabit met with Commander of Lebanon Army General Joseph Aoun. The meeting discussed topics of 
common concern, as well as aspects of bilateral co-operation and ways to strengthen and develop them. 
The meeting was attended by a number of senior armed forces off icers. (QNA)

Chief of Staff meets Lebanese army commander Shura deputy Speaker 
underscores Qatar’s eff orts 
to empower women

HE the Shura Council Dep-
uty Speaker Dr Hamda 
bint Hassan al-Sulaiti 

has affi  rmed Qatar’s signifi cant 
interest and eff orts to empower-
ing women, considering them a 
model to be followed globally.

Speaking at the Asia Women’s 
Forum 2024 in Samarkand, Uz-
bekistan, HE Dr Hamda bint 
Hassan al-Sulaiti said Qatar 
manifests its interest in women’s 
rights through granting them 
equal opportunities in education 
and employment, in addition 
to empowering them to take up 
leadership positions, with Qatari 
women having a strong presence 
in the decision-making arena in 
the Shura Council, and the fi elds 
of education, health, communi-
cations, information technology, 
tourism, corporate boards and 
banks, the diplomatic corps, and 
in international organisations.

During a session on eliminat-
ing all forms of violence against 
women and children in Asia, 
she emphasised Qatar’s com-
mitment to protecting women’s 
rights and countering violence 
against them, highlighting Qa-
tar’s pioneering measures in this 
respect, adding that Qatar has 
been proactive in adopting poli-
cies to protect women, despite 
the fact that this phenomenon 
is not widespread in the country.

HE the Shura Council deputy 
Speaker pointed to the eff orts of 
adopting legislations to protect 
women from all forms of vio-
lence, establishing institutions 
dedicated to women and family 
aff airs, and promoting respect 

and appreciation for women 
and their role in society in edu-
cational curricula, while making 
reference to the prophetic guid-
ance and Islamic teachings that 
emphasise caring for and re-
specting women.

In the same context, Her Ex-
cellency noted Article 34 of Qa-
tar’s Permanent Constitution on 
equality before the law, protect-
ing women from discrimination, 
and providing them with equal 
opportunities and enhancing 
their role in community devel-
opment.

She also shed light on the Qa-
tar Foundation for Social Work 
and the work of its various cen-
tres each of which are dedicated 
to a target group or issue, in-
cluding family aff airs, orphans, 
the elderly, and people with 
disabilities. She noted the issu-
ance of the Family Law, which 
regulates litigation procedures 
in family courts, stressing that 
Qatar continues to review legis-
lation to improve the protection 
of women. Her Excellency un-
derscored that Qatar’s approach 

with regards to women’s issues 
tackles them within the context 
of family and societal issues, and 
not in isolation, which leads the 
state to adopt a comprehensive 
approach, complimenting eff orts 
towards real progress for women.

HE the Shura Council deputy 
Speaker pointed out that despite 
international eff orts to combat 
violence against women, confl ict 
zones such as Palestine continue 
to pose signifi cant challenges for 
women, as their rights undergo 
systematic violation under oc-
cupation, with little to no action 
on the part of the international 
community. 

The Shura Council deputy 
Speaker referred to the violations 
of the rights of women and chil-
dren that are taking place in the 
Gaza Strip and the occupied Pal-
estinian territories for more than 
220 days, and of being deprived 
of their most basic rights and 
experiencing violence and killing 
by the hundreds on a daily-basis 
at the hands of the Israeli oc-
cupation’s soldiers and settlers.
(QNA)

The General Tax Authority (GTA) announced yesterday 
the launch of the newly developed version of its 
website, providing its browsers, including taxpayers 
and others, with an innovative digital experience that 
responds to the latest technological developments in 
the field.
The latest version boasts a diverse range of content 
and off ers eff ortless browsing, utilising cutting-edge 
electronic display technologies, in line with the best 
standards adopted. These enhancements are geared 

towards boosting taxpayer satisfaction across the 
user base while further optimising the eff iciency of the 
tax system, GTA said in a statement. The revamped 
GTA website (gta.gov.qa) off ers an immersive digital 
engagement platform, customising services to 
cater to the unique requirements of every user. This 
approach not only meets the demands for awareness 
and education but also ensures real-time interaction 
between the GTA and diverse business sectors 
concerning tax-related aff airs and services. (QNA)

GTA’s revamped website aims to boost efficiency

Qatar chaired the 38th meeting of the Directors-General of Passports of the Gulf Co-operation 
Council (GCC) countries, held in Doha yesterday. In a speech, Director-General of Passports Major 
General Mohamed Ahmed al-Atiq, who chaired the meeting, underlined the importance of the topics 
for discussion before the GCC directors-general of passports, praising the GCC General Secretariat’s 
eff orts to prepare and co-ordinate the meeting. The meeting discussed mechanisms to facilitate 
movement between GCC countries and the joint GCC tourist visa, in addition to several other topics 
on the agenda. (QNA)

Qatar chairs meeting of GCC directors-general of passports
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Sidra Medicine to open Qatar’s 
fi rst-ever paediatric HSCT programme

Sidra Medicine, has an-
nounced the late 2024 
opening of the fi rst-ever 

paediatric haematopoietic stem 
cell transplant (HSCT) pro-
gramme in Qatar, in partnership 
with Children’s Hospital of Phila-
delphia (CHOP).

The HSCT programme at Sidra 
Medicine will treat patients with 
various blood diseases and can-
cers including sickle cell disease, 
thalassemia, leukaemia, lympho-
ma, solid tumours. It will also be 
used for the treatment of primary 
immune defi ciencies, metabolic 
diseases, and certain genetic and 
autoimmune disorders.

Sidra Medicine is the only hos-
pital in Qatar to provide paedi-
atric haematology and oncology 
care for children and young peo-
ple with cancer and blood disor-
ders.

The hospital sees approximate-
ly 70 to 100 cases of childhood 
cancer cases every year, with leu-
kaemia, central nervous system 
tumours and lymphoma amongst 
the most common. 

HSCT (also referred to as Bone 
Marrow Transplant – BMT) is 
often used to treat critically ill 
patients with cancer, non-malig-
nant blood disorders and meta-
bolic and genetic conditions. 

The procedure entails replac-
ing a child’s diseased or damaged 
bone marrow cells with their own 
healthy stem cells, or that of a do-
nor. 

To initiate the launch of the 
HSCT programme at Sidra Medi-
cine, a memorandum of under-
standing was signed by Sidra 
Medicine and CHOP’s Cellular 
Therapy and Transplant Section 
(CTTS). 

CHOP’s CTTS will off er Sidra 
Medicine its HSCT/BMT exper-
tise, provide a robust education 
plan for the hospital’s clinical 
staff , and assess patient readiness 
for HSCT treatment protocols.

Dr Ahmed al-Hammadi, acting 
chief medical offi  cer and execu-
tive chair of paediatrics at Sidra 
Medicine, said: “As a leader in 
specialist paediatric care in Qatar 
and the region, Sidra Medicine is 
proudly working alongside the 
top international health and re-
search organisations to enhance 
our expertise in precision medi-
cine. It is truly a milestone that 

we will be launching Qatar’s fi rst 
paediatric HSCT programme, 
with a world-class institution like 
CHOP, to provide our patients 
with the most advanced and ef-
fective treatment options.”

Dr Ayman Saleh, division chief, 
Hematology and Oncology at 
Sidra Medicine, said: “Our stra-
tegic initiative to establish a com-
prehensive HSCT programme will 
better serve patients in need of 
advanced life-saving treatment.  
The programme will be a wonder-
ful expansion of Sidra Medicine’s 
excellent specialist paediatric 
care services which are supported 
by ground-breaking research.”

An MoU event to mark the col-
laboration with Sidra Medicine was 
held at CHOP in Philadelphia, USA, 
and was attended by  Mohamed bin 
Sultan Alkuwari, Consul General of 
Qatar in New York. 

The delegation from Sidra 
Medicine included Dr Ahmed al-
Hammadi; Prof Khalid Fakhro, 
chief research offi  cer; Dr Chi-
ara Cugno, director of Advanced 
Cell Therapy Core; and Dr Dina 
Schnurman executive director of 
quality, Patient Experience and 
Health Informatics.

Ruth Frey, vice-president, Glo-
bal Strategy and Business Devel-
opment at CHOP, said: “CHOP 
is dedicated to improving health 
outcomes for children across the 
world. We are thrilled about this 
collaboration and the opportu-
nity to off er CHOP’s BMT exper-
tise to support Sidra Medicine’s 
launch of the fi rst-ever pediatric 
BMT programme in Qatar.” 

The MoU with CHOP will also ex-
tend to supporting Sidra Medicine’s 
genomic research programmes for 
rare paediatric diseases.

Sidra Medicine and CHOP team in Philadelphia for the MoU signing.

MoPH celebrates graduation of fi rst 
batch of doctors accredited to QBMS

The Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH) celebrated 
the graduation of the fi rst 

cohort of physicians who have 
successfully earned the Qatar 
Medical Specialisation Certifi cate 
from the Qatar Board of Medical 
Specialties (QBMS). 

HE the Minister of Public 
Health Dr Hanan Mohamed 
al-Kuwari, former minister 
of public Health HE Dr Hajar 
Ahmed al-Binali, and several 
senior officials from the health 
and academic sectors, as well as 
the graduates and their families 
were present.

The fi rst cohort included 36 
doctors across four specialised 
programmes: family medicine, 
anaesthesia, emergency medi-
cine, and psychiatry. 

The Qatar Medical Specialisa-
tion Certifi cate adheres to the 

highest global standards in the 
fi eld. It provides doctors with an 
advanced medical education and 
equips them with the skills and 
knowledge necessary to deliver 
high-quality healthcare to Qatar’s 
residents.

HE Dr al-Kuwari remarked: 
“The Ministry of Public Health is 
committed to ensuring the pro-
fi ciency of healthcare workers. 
All healthcare workers are highly 
qualifi ed to provide safe, high-
quality care to the population, in 
line with our health strategies and 
the Qatar National Vision.”

She also extended her congrat-
ulations to the fi rst batch of grad-
uates who obtained the QBMS 
certifi cate, adding: “The Qatar 
Medical Specialisation Certifi cate 
represents a signifi cant achieve-
ment and refl ects the ministry’s 
ongoing eff orts to enhance the 

profi ciency of medical personnel 
in Qatar. 

“This certifi cation adopts the 
highest standards used in evalu-
ating physicians and serves as 
a reliable indicator that the re-
cipients possess the knowledge, 
skills, and abilities required to 
perform their noble profession 
eff ectively.”

Dr al-Binali, praised the fi rst 
cohort of graduates receiving 
the Qatar Medical Specialisation 
Certifi cate for their signifi cant 
achievement. He underscored 
the vital role the new specialists 
will play in enhancing the qual-
ity of healthcare services, wishing 
them success as they uphold the 
highest standards of excellence in 
serving the community.

Dr Saad al-Kaabi, director of 
the Department of Healthcare 
Professions at the Ministry of 

Public Health and chairman of 
the Technical Committee, Qa-
tar Medical Specialisation Cer-
tifi cate, lauded the team, adding: 
“Thanks to the fruitful co-opera-
tion with key partners, especially 
in the fi elds of medical education, 
clinical training, and other related 
areas, their eff orts have resulted 
in the establishment of the Qatar 
Board at an advanced level and in 
record time.”

QBMS was launched in 2020 
and provides physicians with 
the opportunity to achieve post-
graduate certificates in various 
medical specialities. They are 
awarded the certificate after 
completing their training within 
a specialised medical training 
programme approved by the 
QBMS and after passing several 
special examinations, including 
written and clinical.

HE the Minister of Public Health Dr Hanan Mohamed al-Kuwari with the graduates.

WCM-Q launches 
webinar series on 
medication safety

Weill Cornell Medicine 
- Qatar (WCM-Q) has 
launched a professional 

development webinar series that 
explores strategies to enhance pa-
tient medication safety. The series 
runs until November 2024.

Co-ordinated by WCM-Q’s Di-
vision of Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD), the virtual 
series is titled ‘Optimising Medi-
cation Safety in Primary Care & 
Outpatient Settings: An Interac-
tive Series’ targets physicians, al-
lied health professionals, dentists, 
nurses, pharmacists, and students.

The course is directed by Dr 
Phyllis Navti, clinical pharmacist 
and assistant director of CPD at 
WCM-Q, and Dr Anas Hamad, 
director of the pharmacy depart-
ment and head of medication 

safety/quality at Hamad Medical 
Corporation.

The course comprises six ses-
sions focusing on key aspects of 
medication safety, such as root 
causes of prescription and medi-
cation errors and how to avoid 
them, polypharmacy and de-pre-
scribing, medicine reconciliation, 
high-risk medication, and future 
medication safety strategies.

The next webinar, ‘Root Caus-
es of and Mitigation Strategies 
for Medication Safety Issues’, is 
scheduled for May 20.

The course is accredited locally 
by the Ministry of Public Health’s 
Department of Healthcare Profes-
sions – Accreditation Section and 
internationally by the Accredita-
tion Council for Continuing Medi-
cal Education.

The series runs until November 2024.

‘Wearable tech to contribute to 
preventative medicine growth’

Artificial Intelligence is going 
to change the face of health-
focused technology, said Will 
Ahmed, founder & CEO of 
Whoop, in a talk yesterday at 
Qatar Foundation. Whoop is 
described as ‘the most advanced 
wearable on the market’.
Held as part of the Education City 
Speaker Series, the moderated 
discussion, titled “Sports, Health, 
and Tech: Building a Wearable 
for the Future”, took place at 
Multaqa and explored the future 
of innovation in the area of 
health and wellness. 
Explaining how artificial 
intelligence (AI) is already a 
key component of the Whoop 
technology, Ahmed said: “Whoop 
has always used AI in a lot of 
our algorithms. I think the piece 
that’s most new for Whoop, 
and also the whole world, is 
generative AI. And a lot of the 
large language models that allow 
you to interact very seamlessly 
within AI.
“Whoop has been at the forefront 
of this – we were the first 
wearable company to partner 
with OpenAI. We now have a 
coach in the Whoop app you can 
interact with and ask questions 
about your data, such as what 
your workout of the day should 
be, or when you should go to 
bed, or why are you feeling run 
down, or if you’re getting sick. 
These are the questions you 
can now ask Whoop, and it will 
answer based on your data and 
a lot of the population data that 
Whoop has access to.”

But according to the 
entrepreneur, AI will allow 
wearable technology to 
continue to evolve eventually 
transforming into becoming 
a wearer’s 24/7 coach, trainer, 
nutritionist, and doctor. 
“I think the power of health 
monitoring is that it will be able 
to predict illnesses, heart attacks, 
strokes, diseases and all sorts of 
things,” he said. “And I do feel in 
the next three to five years we 
are going to see this massive 
golden age for health awareness.
“I really believe we’re going to 
see an unbelievable growth in 
preventative medicine.”
Ahmed grew up playing sports, 
and this is where the idea of 
whoop stemmed from. He added: 
“I played squash at Harvard, so 
I saw what it was like to train as 
a competitive athlete, and the 
experience of training as an 
athlete made me feel like there 
wasn’t a lot of information on 
what I was doing to my body.”

Will Ahmed at Education City 
Speaker Series.
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In collaboration with the vari-
ous departments of the Min-
istry of Interior (MoI), the Ras 

Laff an Community Outreach Pro-
gramme (COP) has organised vari-
ous cultural and awareness events 
as part of the “Bedar” initiative 
for community engagement with 
workers.

According to a statement from 
the MoI, more than 900 workers 
representing 11 local companies 
participated in the event at the 
Barwa Workers Recreation Com-
plex in Al Khor.

Offi  cers from the Human Rights, 

Public Relations, Civil Defence, 
Criminal Investigation, Drug En-
forcement, Community Police, 
Traffi  c, Al Fazaa and North Secu-
rity Departments presented a se-
curity awareness quiz during the 
programme.

Sheikha Al-Anoud al-Thani, 
head of the Media Studies Section 
at the MoI’s Public Relations De-
partment, emphasised the impor-
tance of such events, which align 
with the ministry’s strategic direc-
tions aimed at enhancing proper 
communication between workers 
and society, and raising awareness 

among workers about security 
concepts, public safety and oc-
cupational safety at work sites, to 
reduce the risk of life-threatening 
injuries.

Senior Ras Laff an COP offi  cer 
Sheikha Dana al-Thani said that 
the programme continues to sup-
port the cultural and community 

initiatives for all segments of so-
ciety, including workers in local 
companies.

She praised the eff orts made to 
engage the labour community in 
implementing the programme’s 
message and various initiatives, 
notably the Bedar initiative.

Mohamed al-Mashiri of the Ras 

Laff an COP said that such events 
refl ect the programme’s strong 
commitment to social responsibil-
ity.

There were recreational activi-
ties and awareness workshops to 
promote mental health awareness, 
physical fi tness, safety and secu-
rity among workers.

Various cultural competitions 
were held among companies in the 
northern regions.

The event included the honour-
ing of awareness ambassadors and 
representatives of companies who 
have made continuous eff orts to 
disseminate awareness guidelines 
in their companies.

MoI, Ras Laff an outreach 
programme organises 
events for workers

Al-Nuaimi holds meeting 
with Finnish minister

HE the Minister of Education and Higher Education (MoEHE) 
Buthaina bint Ali al-Jabr al-Nuaimi met Finnish Minister for Foreign 
Trade and Development Ville Tavio yesterday. Topics of mutual 
interest were discussed during the meeting. – QNA

Qatar planes with aid for flood 
victims arrive in Afghanistan

Two aircraft of the Qatar Armed 
Forces with 57 tonnes of aid 
onboard landed at Mazar-e-Sharif 
Airport in Afghanistan. The 
assistance includes food items, 
shelter essentials and two 
ambulance vehicles provided by 
Qatar Charity and the Qatar Red 
Crescent Society as part of 
Qatar’s support for Afghanistan 
and its people and those 
aff ected by the floods that hit 
Baghlan province in the country’s 
north. – QNA

The Police Academy organised a seminar 
at the 33rd Doha International Book Fair 
(DIBF) on the dimensions of security 

culture, in addition to the role of community 
participation as one of its components.

Head of the Scientifi c Publications Depart-
ment at the Police Academy’s Security Re-

search and Studies Centre, Captain Mohamed 
Rashid al-Dosari, provided the theoretical 
framework for security culture, starting from 
the concept used by security and governmen-
tal institutions to raise awareness among all 
segments of society and cultivate a generation 
that actively participates with security agen-

cies in crime prevention and deterrence, add-
ing that security is everyone’s responsibility.

Al-Dosari discussed the objectives of secu-
rity culture, notably the necessity to reduce 
crime and deviant behaviour, protect society, 
and instil in individuals a culture of proper 
conduct that ensures their safety. – QNA

Police Academy seminar at DIBF on security culture

Books on various subjects 
translated from other lan-
guages into Arabic and 

vice-versa attracted readers and 
visitors to the 33rd Doha Inter-
national Book Fair (DIBF), which 
refl ected the keenness of transla-
tors to meet the needs of readers, 
a number of publishers have said.

In statements to the Qatar 
News Agency (QNA), the pub-
lishers pointed out that literature 
in general, and novels in particu-
lar, are at the forefront of readers 
demands, in addition books on 
psychology, history, and general 
medical knowledge.

They said that crises with glo-

bal implications, such as the 
coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic 
and wars, have increased reader 
interest in learning about areas 
of knowledge that were previ-
ously largely limited to special-
ists, prompting many publishers 
to take action to meet the growing 
demand.

Munira Saad al-Rumaihi, a 
writer at Hamad Bin Khalifa Uni-
versity Press (HBKU Press), said 
that readers and translators are 
mostly interested in translations 
of literature.

She noted that HBKU Press has 
a strict approach in its transla-
tion choices, since it is a bridge 

to convey literature and knowl-
edge to the world, and to facilitate 
the transfer of knowledge to Arab 
readers.

Translator Hussain Nahaba, 
head of the Ebjed Foundation 
for Translation, Publishing and 
Distribution in Iraq, said that his 
works in translating literature to 
and from Spanish amounted to 
41 books, the most prominent of 
which are novels.

He added that reader interest is 
often linked to age groups.

Nahaba pointed out that most 
of the visitors to the Ebjed pavil-
ion look for translations of publi-
cations in the fi eld of history and 

psychology, while younger read-
ers enquire about translations of 
works in the fi eld of human devel-
opment.

Egyptian publishing house 
Aseer Al-Kotob supervisor Alaa 
Mohamed said that his company 
focuses on modern literature, es-
pecially drama and fantasy, and 
the works of contemporary writ-
ers in the fi eld of psychology.

Head of Kuwait’s Basma Pub-
lishing and Distribution House, 
Hamdan al-Jubairi, said that visi-
tors to the Basma pavilion look 
for translations of novels with a 
social, philosophical and educa-
tional dimension. – QNA

Readers seek translations of 
fi ction, sciences: publishers
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The 33rd Doha International Book Fair (DIBF) is 
adorned with over 65 creative works in the Is-
lamic Calligraphy and Arabic Art Gallery, fea-

turing artists and decorators from Qatar and the Arab 
world, representing the diverse trends and aesthetics 
of these arts.

The works highlight the diversity in the application of 
these arts in the Islamic world and their connection to 
the aesthetic foundations of Islamic architecture in the 
past and present, as well as the openness of creators to 
new and contemporary trends in the cultural landscape.

Visual artist Ali Dasmal al-Kuwari, a member of the 

organising committee for the Islamic Calligraphy and 
Arabic Art Gallery, said that the Ministry of Culture cel-
ebrates creative calligraphers and decorators, given the 
link between these arts and creativity to the book as a 
genuine source of knowledge and to the heritage of Arab 
and Islamic architecture and its aesthetics.

He said that the works refl ect the diversity of styles 
and treatments in the Arab and Islamic world by high-
lighting the aesthetics of Arabic calligraphy and its arts 
in some, the aesthetics of ornamentation in others, and 
the blending of Arabic calligraphy and Islamic orna-
mentation in some. – QNA

Hamad Bin Khalifa University Press (HBKU Press) has launched 
a new app, Ejaz, at the ongoing Doha International Book Fair 
(DIBF).

Ejaz is described as a breakthrough for literary development that con-
nects readers with literature and academic contributions by authors and 
scholars from around the world, in both Arabic and English, facilitating 
greater learning and access to quality literature while introducing the 
world to critical Arab scholars and novel writers.

Ejaz enables users access to an ever-growing list of books to read, both 
fi ction and non-fi ction.

Titles available on the app include books originally published in Arabic 
or English, and similarly provides respective key insights in either or both 
languages.

The app empowers readers with diff erent learning preferences by of-
fering digestible information in text and audio.

Users who favour learning by text will be able to quickly grasp core 
concepts through high-quality prose, while auditory learners will be able 
to listen to takeaways in both Arabic and English.

The Ejaz playlist feature makes it easier to save and organise audio di-
gests for on-the-go use.

The app introduces a unique global book club through its Chat Club 
feature, where users can cre-
ate personal profi les, engage 
with fellow readers, and leave 
comments and reviews.

New titles will be added 
regularly to Ejaz, ensuring 
a consistently growing and 
evolving platform as more us-
ers register and interact with 
the app.

Users will also be able to 
make suggestions for titles 
they would like to see on the 
app for future access.

Ejaz can be downloaded for 
free via getejaz.com, Android 
and iOS.

After a comprehensive trial 
period, new users can up-
grade to full membership, a 
statement added.

HBKU Press launches 
Ejaz app at book fair

The Ministry of Municipality is taking part in the ongoing 33rd Doha 
International Book Fair (DIBF), held in the Doha Exhibition and 
Convention Centre (DECC) until May 18, under the theme Knowl-

edge Builds Civilisations.
Director of the ministry’s Public Relations Department Dr Fayqa Ab-

dullah Ashkanani said that the ministry’s pavilion consists of two sec-
tions: the fi rst is dedicated to highlighting the ministry’s work, achieve-
ments, services, and publications covering its fi ve competency areas, in 
addition to annual reports and building permit manuals, available in both 
hard-copy and soft-copy formats.

The second section is dedicated to informing visitors on the Panda 
House Park and holds educational and entertainment activities and com-
petitions for children, such as the Suhail and Thuraya competition, which 
is held daily. – QNA

Ministry of Municipality 
pavilion hosts daily events

The Ministry of Endowments 
(Awqaf) and Islamic Aff airs, repre-
sented by the Mosques Department, 

has opened a new mosque at Al Ebb.
Spread over 4,271sq m, the mosque can 

accommodate 1,135 worshippers, accord-
ing to a statement from Awqaf. 

The mosque includes housing for the 
imam and muezzin.

The mosque was endowed by Tariq Mo-
hamed Majli and built within the frame-
work of the ministry’s plan to expand the 
number of mosques and developing them 
in all regions of the country to keep pace 
with urban growth and population in-
crease, in line with Qatar National Vision 
2030.

With the number M.S. 1389, the mosque 
has separate prayer halls for male and fe-
male worshippers.

It has a spacious ablution place and a 
large number of public parking lots, which 

include a number reserved for people with 
special needs.

The entrances and exits are disabled-
friendly.

The ministry’s Department of Engi-
neering Aff airs is concerned with fulfi lling 
the needs of the regions in the country for 
mosques and prayer grounds, providing 
temporary mosques and supervising their 
preservation as well as preparing the an-
nual plan for the maintenance of mosques 
and imams’ residences.

These are in co-ordination with the 
competent authorities.

With regard to mosque design, the de-
partment takes into account the require-
ments of diff erent areas along with the 
guidelines for green and sustainable build-
ings.

The department focuses on the con-
ditions for sustainability in the use of 
electricity and water, and preserving 

the aesthetics of heritage in designs that 
reflect the authenticity of Qatari and Is-
lamic heritage.

The ministry’s plans to build mosques 
take into account population density.

Awqaf’s website provides the facil-

ity to search for mosque locations geo-
graphically, according to the global navi-
gation system.

Awqaf opens new 
mosque at Al Ebb

Islamic calligraphy, ornamentation showcased

Snapshots from the Ministry of Municipality’s 
pavilion at the 33rd Doha International Book 
Fair.

Cairo-based Dar Kitab Pub-
lishing and Distribution 
Pavilion organised a signing 

ceremony for three books yester-
day at the 33rd Doha International 
Book Fair (DIBF), being held at the 
Doha Exhibition and Convention 
Centre (DECC) until May 18, under 
the slogan Knowledge Builds Civi-
lisations.

“Our publications range from 
literature, law, business and hu-
man development skills, to chil-
dren’s books,” said Dar Kitab man-
ager Tarek Ramadan.

The authors – Hassan Ali al-An-
wari, Qatari playwright Talib al-
Dous and journalist writer Nancy 
Osama – spoke to Gulf Times.

“Naria is an Arab political and 
symbolic novel,” said Arrayah 
marketing and advertisement di-
rector al-Anwari.

“It is based on eastern mythol-
ogy, and addresses the issue of the 
exploitation of religious beliefs to 
control people, manipulate their 
destiny, incite bloody wars in the 
name of supporting God,” he said, 
adding: “How superstitious beliefs 
control regimes in those religious 
countries, ruled by clergymen.”

“The name ‘Naria’ is symbolic 
... it does not represent any city or 
civilisation,” al-Anwari continued. 
“Rather, it is a symbolic projection 
of the present time, in which we 
criticise many parties.”

“I was keen to have the novel 
translated into English to increase 
its popularity,” he said. “It will also 
be translated into French, Spanish, 
and Persian in future.”

“There are more than 10 criti-
cal studies and literary readings 
on the Arabic version of the novel, 
which received much praise from a 
number of Arab critics and review-

ers,” the writer added.
About his future projects, al-

Anwari said: “I wrote a second 
novel, which is currently in its 
second edition, titled I Loved the 
Weeping Woman, and I am prepar-
ing a historical novel for publica-
tion in the future.”

Playwright al-Dous, who signed 
his collection of plays titled Tears 

in the joy of a brush, said: “I wrote 
my fi rst play Souls and money in 
1985 and continued with my con-
tributions in drama, for the thea-
tre and TV, radio and cinema, and 
through my work with MBC chan-
nel with a 240-episode drama.”

Some of his works won best 
theatrical script accolades at local 
festivals.

“This is a collection of plays that 
I have presented throughout the 
years, most of them having repre-
sented Qatar in numerous offi  cial 
festivals,” al-Dous said.

Tears in the joy of a brush is one 
of the plays that was presented at 
the Qatar Theatre Festival and the 
Bejaia Festival in Algeria.

The play Between two hearts is 

due to be presented in the forth-
coming Qatar Theatre Festival.

“All of these are one-act plays, 
which are usually only presented 
at festivals,” al-Dous said. “I put 
them in one collection so that the 
Arab reader gets introduced to this 
genre, which is rare in our region.”

“Our target audience is not only 
those who attend plays ... we want 
the one-act play to get to a wider 
audience too,” he added.

Writer and journalist Osama, 
who signed her fi rst novel Norissa 
Noon Stories, said: “It is a collec-
tion of eight short stories.”

“Noon” is the Arabic name for 
the letter “N”.

“Norissa is the title of a story set 
in Greece, about a girl enamoured 
with Greek literature,” she said. 
“She has a personal crisis, which is 
the borderline personality.”

“Another story is about a mi-
grant from Syria to Germany – 
which I did report on as a journal-
ist – and it is based on a true story,” 
Osama explained.

“Another story is about a young 
Egyptian man who migrated to the 
US, and his experience is com-
pletely diff erent from that of the 
Syrian man’s,” she said. “Then 
there is a story about migration 
between Zanzibar and the Gulf 
countries.”

“Most of the protagonists’ 
names begin with the letter ‘N’, and 
all the stories are based on duo-
drama between a man and a wom-
an,” Osama said. “I hope that it will 
be appreciated by the readers.”

Dar Kitab Publishing holds book signing event at DIBF
By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

The cover of the novel Naria by 
Hassan Ali al-Anwari. The author 
has explained  that the name 
‘Naria’ is symbolic and does not 
represent any city or civilisation. 
Rather, it is a symbolic projection 
of the present time.

Talib al-Dous (left), Hassan Ali al-Anwari, Nancy Osama and Tarek Ramadan (right) at the signing event 
yesterday at the DIBF. PICTURE: Shaji Kayamkulam
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Safari launches mango festival, anniversary promotion
Safari Hypermarket has launched a 

mango festival and 19th anniver-
sary promotions across all catego-

ries, it was announced yesterday. 
The Safari Mango Festival features 

more than 80 varieties of mangoes im-
ported from countries such as India, Sri 
Lanka, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Colombia, 
Peru, Thailand, Philippines, and Brazil.

The highlights include Indian 
mangoes such as Alphonsa, Mal-
goa, Kokumalli, Rumani, Thottapuri, 
Moovandan, Badami, Kalapadi, Chaka-
rakutty, Kesari, Cinduram, Neelam, 
Panchavarnam, and from Saudi Arabia 
Mango Hindi, Mango Sibda, Mango Su-
dani, and Mango Tumi, Mango Kenat, 
Mango Jilant.

The Safari Bakery and Hot Food sec-
tion have also prepared various mango 
dishes for the mango fest, including 
mango cake, mango rasmalai, mango 
stew, fresh mango pickle, mango fish 
curry, mango shrimp curry, and mango 

chicken kebab. 
In the grocery section, mango bis-

cuits, mango pulp, other products in 
mango flavour, mango pickles, mango 
dry fruit, mango fresh juice and mango 
ice cream have been prepared.

Safari’s 19th anniversary promotions 
are available across all categories, in-
cluding Bakery & Hot Food, Grocery, 
Frozen, Cosmetics, Household, Gar-
ments, Toys, and Electronics. Many 
products are available at Safari out-

lets at significant discounts, including 
prices that are lower than usual.

Safari has also introduced a “buy 
one, get one” promotion in the gar-
ments and ready-made category. Cus-
tomers can buy one Wanter Brand 
men’s shirt and get another absolutely 
free. This promotion, available at all 
Safari outlets until May 18, is launched 
in conjunction with the Safari anniver-
sary promotion.

Through Safari’s newest mega pro-
motion, the Safari Shop and Drive pro-
motion, on offer are 25 MG cars, in-
cluding Morris Garages’ six RX8-2024 
model SUVs and 19 MG5-2024 model 
cars. Every purchase of QR50 entitles 
customers to one raffle coupon.

Qatar Charity 
launches huge 
food aid convoy 
in Sudan locality
As part of the ongoing hu-

manitarian eff orts of Qatar, 
the governor of Sudan’s 

Khartoum State, Ahmed Osman 
Hamza, launched a massive convoy 
of food aid in the Karari locality, 
provided by Qatar Charity (QC).

This is part of a project aimed 
at providing 50,000 food pack-
ages to aff ected families in Sudan, 
a statement said. The project is 
implemented by QC fi eld teams 
and funded by the Qatar Fund for 
Development (QFFD).

The governor of Khartoum ex-
pressed his gratitude to Qatar and 
its people for standing with the 
Sudanese people in all the hard-
ships and disasters. 

He also highlighted the signifi -
cant contributions of the Qatari 
people through QFFD and QC. 
He was speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the QC aid convoy, com-
prised of 10,000 food packages for 
60,000 benefi ciaries.

Sadeq Farini, Minister of So-

cial Development in Khartoum 
State, said QC’s timely arrival 
with substantial food aid is a 
significant support for the local 
people. He also highlighted the 
strong partnership between his 
ministry and QC to serve vulner-
able groups like women, chil-
dren, and the elderly in Khar-
toum State.

Khalid Abdul Rahim, Humani-
tarian Aid Commissioner in Khar-
toum State, stated that the signifi -
cant food assistance provided by 
QC will have a substantial impact 
on the benefi ciaries. 

QC has been actively involved in 
mitigating disasters and crises since 
it started working in Sudan three 
decades ago, the statement added.

Joyalukkas expanding US operations
Leading jeweller Joyalukkas is expanding its opera-

tions in the US, with new stores in Dallas and Atlanta 

and reopening of renovated stores in Houston, 

Chicago, and New Jersey, a statement said.

Led by Joy Alukkas, chairman of Joyalukkas Group, 

these events mark a significant step in the brand’s 

expansion strategy in the US market. 

The festivities will kick off  with the reopening of the 

renovated store in Houston on May 18, followed by 

the inauguration of the new store in Dallas on May 

26. The new store Joyalukkas store in Atlanta will be 

unveiled on June 2, followed by the renovated outlets 

in Chicago on June 9 and New Jersey on June 15, it 

was explained.

To commemorate these special occasions, Joyaluk-

kas is offering exclusive limited time promotions 

across all its US outlets. Customers purchasing 

gold jewellery worth $1,000 or more will receive 

a complimentary 0.200gm gold coin, while those 

purchasing diamond and polki jewellery worth 

$2,000 or more will be gifted a 1gm gold coin. 

John Paul, managing director of Joyalukkas Group, 

who oversaw the expansion plan, said: “We are 

thrilled to roll-out our new and revamped outlets in 

the US. With our exquisite jewellery collections and 

unparalleled customer service, we aim to cater to the 

discerning tastes of our American clientele.”

Balmasan Championship from today

The activities of the fi rst 
edition of the Balmasan 
Championship, organised 

by Katara – Cultural Village will 
be launched today and will con-
tinue till Saturday, with the par-
ticipation of the 15 fi rst winning 
teams at the 10th edition Senyar 
Festival, in addition to the team 
which caught the largest fi sh.

Jihad al-Jaidah, member of the 
championship’s organising com-
mittee and head of the judging 
committee, explained that the 
participating traditional dhows 
will set sail at 7am today from the 
Old Doha Port towards Haloul Is-
land, 90km away from Doha. 

The dhows will be accompa-
nied by dhows of the organising 

committee’s operation room, 
and the ambulance boats, as well 
as the boats from the General Di-
rectorate of Coasts and Borders 
Security to enhance the safety 
and security measures in case of 
emergency.

The offi  cial expected the par-
ticipating dhows to reach their 
destination at Heer Balmasan, 
2km away from Haloul Island, at 
around 4pm today. Various cat-
egories of the fi shing champion-
ship will then start.

He said the return of the par-
ticipating dhows is scheduled 
for Saturday morning, when the 
concluding ceremony will be 
held at Katara Beach with the 
participation of the public to 
crown the winners of the com-
petition.

The team winning the fi rst 
place will receive a prize of 
QR300,000, the second win-
ner QR200,000, and the third 
QR100,000. 

The team catching the largest 
fi sh will receive QR50,000. 

Balmasan Championship is 
part of the Senyar 2024 Festi-
val activities and celebrates the 
original Qatari heritage of fi sh-
ing and pearl diving.

The team winning the fi rst 
place will receive a prize 
of QR300,000, the second 
winner QR200,000, and the 
third QR100,000

Women and children at least 
56% of Gaza war dead: UN
AFP
Jerusalem

Women and children make 
up at least 56% of the 
thousands killed in the 

Gaza war, the UN said yesterday, 
amid controversy over the toll based 
on numbers from the health minis-
try in Gaza.

The United Nations was clarify-
ing a fresh breakdown of the death 
toll in Gaza, after Israel slammed 
the world body for “parroting... Ha-
mas’s propaganda messages”.

Due to a lack of access, UN agen-
cies have since the beginning of the 
Gaza war on October 7 relied on 
death tolls provided by the health 
ministry in the Hamas-run territory.

This has drawn criticism from Is-
rael, but the United Nations says the 
ministry’s tolls before the war were 
deemed reliable, and that it will 
strive to verify the fi gures “when 
conditions permit”.

The ministry said yesterday that 

at least 35,173 people have been 
killed in the territory due to Israeli 
military operations since the war 
erupted.

Gaza authorities have consist-
ently said women and children make 
up a large majority of those killed in 
the Palestinian territory.

A fresh breakdown was provided 
by the health ministry and published 
by the UN last week.

The ministry said that as of April 
30 it had fully identifi ed nearly 
25,000 of those killed, with identi-
fi cation elements missing for the re-
mainder of the nearly 10,000 others 
who had died.

Of those fully identifi ed, it said 
40% were men, 20% women and 
32% children, while another eight 
percent were elderly – a category 
not broken down by gender.

WHO spokesman Christian 
Lindmeier yesterday said the new 
breakdown as “the most compre-
hensive” provided to date.

He told reporters in Geneva that 
by applying the same ratio to the 

unidentifi ed and assuming wom-
en represent half of the elderly, it 
could be expected that at least “56% 
women and children” were among 
the more than 35,000 dead.

And that did not take into con-
sideration the likelihood that more 
women and children were likely to 
be among the thousands believed 
to still be under the rubble “because 
they are the ones typically staying at 
home”, he said.

So from a “minimum statistical 
calculation”, he said, “you come to 
60% women and children”.

Jens Laerke, a spokesman for the 
UN humanitarian agency OCHA, 
said the new breakdown did not 
contradict previous estimates that 
women and children made up more 
than two thirds of those killed.

What had been provided by the 
health ministry now was simply 
“more detail about a sub-section of 
the overall tally of 35,000 deaths”, he 
said.

“These are not mutually exclu-
sive.”

A smoke plume rises during Israeli bombardment in Jabalia in the northern Gaza Strip yesterday.

UN says informed Israel of 
vehicle fatally hit in Gaza
AFP
Geneva

The United Nations yester-
day said it had informed 
the Israeli authorities of 

the movements of a vehicle car-
rying UN staff  which was hit in 
southern Gaza, killing an Indian.

One UN security services 
member was killed and an-
other wounded in the attack on 
Monday, the United Nations 
said, marking the fi rst death of 
a UN international employee in 
the Palestinian territory since 
the war began more than seven 
months ago.

The employee killed was an 
Indian national, UN spokesman 
Rolando Gomez told a media 
briefi ng.

“We are deeply saddened by 
the loss of Col Waibhav Kale, 
working for the UN Department 
of Safety and Security (DSS) in 
Gaza,” India’s mission to the UN 
in New York confi rmed on X.

“Our deepest condolences are 
with the family during this dif-
fi cult time.”

A second UN DSS staff  mem-
ber who was in the vehicle at the 
time was wounded in the attack, 
Gomez said, adding that the two 
had been travelling to the Eu-
ropean Hospital in Rafah when 
their vehicle was hit.

“The UN informs Israeli au-
thorities of the movement of all 
of our convoys. That has been 
the case in any theatre of opera-
tion. This is a standard operating 
procedure,” said Gomez.

“This was the case on Monday 
morning, so we have informed 
them. And it was a clearly 
marked UN vehicle.”

He added: “This is a sheer il-
lustration that there’s really 
nowhere safe in Gaza at the mo-
ment.”

When asked about the at-
tack, the Israeli military sent a 

statement apparently drafted on 
Monday saying that the DSS had 
informed it of the hit.

“An initial inquiry conducted 
indicates that the vehicle was 
hit in an area declared an active 
combat zone,” the military said, 
maintaining that it had “not 
been made aware of the route of 
the vehicle”.

“The incident is under re-
view,” it said, without attribut-
ing responsibility for the strike.

Gomez said UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres had 
called for a full investigation.

“Of course we want account-
ability. This is the ultimate aim 
of this investigation. Interna-
tional humanitarian workers are 
not targets, so such attacks must 
end,” he said.

The US, Israel’s main ally, 
backed calls for a probe, with 

state department spokesman 
Vedant Patel calling the strike 
“incredibly disturbing.”

“UN and humanitarian work-
ers must be protected, and they 
need to be able to continue their 
life-saving work,” Patel told re-
porters in Washington.

“We join calls for a full investi-
gation into this incident,” he said.

While Monday’s attack 
marked the fi rst time a UN in-
ternational employee has been 
killed in the Gaza war, a large 
number of local staff  have been 
killed.

The UN agency for Palestinian 
refugees, UNRWA, alone has lost 
188 of its 13,000 Gaza staff , ac-
cording to UN fi gures.

“No one is safe in Gaza, in-
cluding aid workers,” UNRWA 
chief Philippe Lazzarini said on 
X, formerly Twitter.

A girl walks in a school yard of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), housing 
Palestinians displaced by the ongoing conflict in Jabalia in the north 
of the Palestinian territory yesterday.



Lakshmi Narayan was 
one of the fi rst to see 
the light: in 2020 the 
engineer put solar panels 

on his roof in India’s Bhopal city, 
becoming a clean energy pioneer 
because of his desire to help his 
country move away from planet-
heating fossil fuels.

“I understand the importance 
of renewable energy and thought 
that everyone should adopt it,” 
said Narayan, 60, whose action 
inspired many others to do the 
same in the capital of Madhya 
Pradesh state in central India.

Now, a new government 
scheme — unveiled before voting 
began in nationwide elections in 
April — aims to encourage more 
people to install solar panels 
on their roofs as part of India’s 
commitment to triple renewable 
capacity by 2030.

The new programme, launched 
in February, provides Rs75bn 
($9bn) in subsidies to install 
grid-connected rooftop solar 
systems on around 10mn homes, 
allowing consumers to reduce 
their electricity bills when the 
sun shines and sell extra units to 
the grid to earn some money.

It is expected to create 
30 gigawatts (GW) of solar 
capacity in homes, leading to a 
reduction of 720mn tonnes of 
CO2 equivalent planet-heating 
emissions over the 25-year 
lifespan of the rooftop systems.

“I want three things. Every 
household’s power bill should 
be zero; we should sell surplus 
electricity and earn money; and I 
want to make India self-reliant in 
the energy sector as we transition 
to the era of electric vehicles,” 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said in a televised interview in 
late April.

The process, which was 
previously complicated and 
fragmented, has been simplifi ed 
with the creation of a one-

stop online portal to smooth 
applications and facilitate 
installations. Subsidies are 
deposited directly into people’s 
bank accounts.

India overtook Japan to 
become the third-largest 
solar power generator in 2023, 
providing 5.9% of global growth 
in solar, a report by think tank 
Ember said on May 8.

But Ember noted that wind, 
solar and other low-carbon 
sources are not yet growing fast 
enough to meet India’s rising 
electricity demand.

The new rooftop solar 
programme is meant to boost 
that growth but Narayan’s 
experience off ers a cautionary 
tale.

He says the new online portal 
will provide answers to a lot 
of the bureaucratic headaches 
that used to bedevil the process 
but, in his experience, the 
bigger challenge is getting 
the electricity distribution 
companies, or DISCOMs, on 
board.

A December 2023 study by 
the Centre for Science and 
Environment (CSE), a Delhi-
based think-tank, said DISCOMs 
were supposed to provide 
seamless access and connectivity 
for rooftop solar systems to the 
national grid but that this was 
sometimes “in direct confl ict 
with business interests of the 
companies”.

Narayan said that although he 
saved up to Rs250,000 ($2,996) 
in electricity bills over three 
years thanks to his 6 kilowatt 
(KW) solar system, selling excess 
electricity to the grid proved to 
be problematic with debt-ridden 
DISCOMs proving ineff ective 
partners.

“The electricity distribution 
company charges me 8 rupees for 
each unit that I consume from 
the grid, but for the surplus solar 
electricity that I sell back to the 
grid, they pay me Rs1.5 per unit. 
How is that fair?”

And he said that the distribution 

company added a fi xed charge of 
Rs500 to his monthly bill after he 
installed the panels.

“They said that this is the 
minimum amount we will charge 
you even if your bill is zero,” 
he said, adding that he got no 
answer when he enquired about 
the reason for the new tariff .

The pledge to cut electricity 
bills by boosting the solar power 
sector was a key election promise 
from Modi’s ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party and refl ects India’s 
long-term commitment to boost 
renewables.

In 2015, India promised to 
install 40GW of rooftop solar 
capacity by 2022 but progress 
has been slow. By the end of 
2023, it had only installed 11GW, 
including 3GW in homes with the 
rest in commercial or industrial 
properties.

That original commitment has 
now been revised to 100GW of 
rooftop solar installations by 2026, 
40GW of which would come from 
the residential sector alone.

Energy experts say India’s 
solar drive is hampered by fears 
of DISCOMs losing income, a 
shortage of skilled workers to 
make, install and service solar 
panels, and the proliferation of 
substandard products.

Danish Ali, who has installed a 
4KW solar system on his roof in 
Lucknow in northern India, said 
another problem arose from the 
fact that the grid-connected solar 
systems cannot deliver power 
during outages unless they have a 
separate battery to operate them.

“In areas where there are long 
power cuts, grid-connected 
systems will not work because 
they do not provide any power 
back-up,” the 50-year-old said.

Ali has to endure up to 
two hours of power outages 
a few times a week during 
peak summer months when 
temperatures regularly rise above 
40C (104F).

He said that adding a battery 
to the grid-connected system 
could solve the problem, but the 

government subsidy does not 
cover the installation of such 
hybrid systems.

Shreya Mishra, CEO of 
Mumbai-based SolarSquare 
Energy, which installs solar 
panels and is one of India’s 
largest rooftop solar companies, 
said the industry could be on the 
brink of a boom; in 2023, 150,000 
rooftop systems were installed 
and there are plans to target 
2.5mn houses this year, she said.

“The programme has turned 
rooftop solar into a dinner 
table conversation that has 
turbocharged the consumer 
interest,” she said.

But more training is needed for 
workers in these new green jobs 
and domestic manufacture of 
solar panels must also be ramped 
up, she added.

The government says the new 
solar programme will create 
around 1.7mn direct jobs across 
various sectors, including 
manufacturing, logistics, 
sales, installation, operation, 
maintenance, and other services.

An expert with a solar 
consultancy, who did not wish to 
be named, said that the relatively 
limited growth of home solar 
systems had already caused 
friction with DISCOMs.

“Imagine millions of homes 
being hooked up to the grid and 
injecting their excess electricity 
in a system that is already facing 
so many technical losses,” 
the expert said, referring to 
losses caused by, for example, 
damage to transmission lines or 
electricity theft.

For Narayan, solving 
distribution issues will be central 
to encouraging more people to 
switch to solar and install panels 
on their rooftops.

“If the government can 
enable people to truly earn 
some money, not for show but 
justified money, with these 
rooftop systems, it will be a 
hit among customers. Who 
would not want it?” he said. — 
Thomson Reuters Foundation

The focus on environmental, social and governance (ESG) is part of 
a wider strategy known as sustainable investing. Broadly, the goals are 
to achieve societal impact, align with personal values or manage risks.

But a boom in the use of ESG factors in the fi nancial world has 
fed scepticism that the approach is nothing more than a marketing 
gimmick, fuelling a backlash and regulatory crackdown.

US fund managers have suff ered their worst-ever quarter for ESG-
focused products as the pace of client redemptions intensifi ed.

Client withdrawals from US funds targeting ESG goals reached 
$8.8bn in the fi rst three months of 2024, according to Morningstar 
Inc. That stood in stark contrast to the roughly $11bn of infl ows into 
ESG funds in Europe, where sustainable investing regulations are far 
more entrenched.

It’s also the latest sign that US investors are turning their backs 
on the investment strategy, which has been targeted by high-profi le 
Republicans.

At the same time, many core ESG industries such as wind and solar 
have suff ered setbacks, leading to poor returns and further alienating 
many investors.

The development comes as investors wait to see how elections 
across the globe aff ect green policies that are likely to impact ESG 
investment strategies. 

In the US, Donald Trump and President Joe Biden are polling neck-
and-neck. On the other side of the Atlantic, European Parliament 
elections are likely to give parties that have voiced scepticism toward 

green policies a bigger 
foothold in the bloc’s 
legislature.

ESG was developed about 
two decades ago by United 
Nations offi  cials working 
with the fi nance industry. 
They argued that weighing 
key ESG risks, such as climate 
change, worker disputes and 
litigation stemming from 
poor corporate governance, 
helps protect investments. 

As time passed, the ESG 
label has been slapped on 
investments that run the 
gamut from owning green-
energy stocks to things like 
funds that track benchmark 
bond indexes containing oil 

companies or assets in nations such as Russia. 
According to Morningstar, ESG and sustainability labelled funds 

had almost $3tn of assets at the end of 2023.
ESG risks have become all the more prominent as extreme weather 

events and worker strikes have hurt automakers, insurers and travel 
companies.

At the same time, in the US, some state offi  cials have derided ESG 
eff orts as “woke”, claiming they prioritise liberal values at the expense 
of fi nancial returns. 

It didn’t also help ESG’s cause that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
drove up oil stocks in 2022. While ESG funds recovered in 2023, they 
mostly underperformed market benchmarks. 

For example in Europe, which has the biggest market, ESG-related 
funds rose about 16% on average, compared with the 24% gain of the 
MSCI World Index and the 16% return of the STOXX Europe 600 
Price Index. 

European and US regulators have now started to clamp down on 
fi rms they said were exaggerating their ESG bona fi des.

In September, the US Securities and Exchange Commission adopted 
a rule that requires that 80% of a fund’s investments be in line with its 
stated focus. Revisions to European Union rules led fund managers to 
strip the top ESG tag from about €200bn ($215bn) of client funds from 
July 2022 to March 2023.

Some investors and academics complain that sustainable 
investing’s impact has amounted to far less than its supporters 
suggested. 

Detractors also say the idea that sustainable investing alone is 
enough to address complex problems is being shown to be wrong 
and that more government intervention is needed to address societal 
issues such as minimum wages and rising greenhouse gas emissions.

Broadly, global sustainable investments are estimated to range 
between $35tn and $40tn. 

Amid mounting concern that only a fraction of such assets are bona 
fi de ESG investing, there are calls for tougher regulations to stamp out 
the false claims by fund managers.
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Investors are 
waiting to see 
how elections 
across the globe 
aff ect green 
policies that are 
likely to impact 
ESG investment 
strategies

India’s solar power subsidies 
for homes face scepticism
By Bhasker Tripathi
New Delhi

The government says the new solar programme will create around 1.7mn direct jobs across various sectors.
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ESG under fi re 
amid backlash 
and regulatory 
crackdown

Bystanders follow rescue operations in front of a collapsed building that was under demolition in the Mathare informal settlement of Nairobi, 
yesterday. Several people were rescued after being trapped under the rubble of a collapsed building that was under demolition as efforts to 
reach others suspected to be trapped continued according to Kenya Red Cross. Kenyan security agencies continue to demolish homes near 
riverbanks as Kenyan President William Ruto ordered security agencies in the country to evacuate everyone living in flood-prone areas after 
more than ٢٩٠ people have been killed since March as torrential rains pound the country. (AFP)

Demolition gone wrong
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Preschoolers interact with educational and interactive robot Nao at “La Nanosphere” creche in the university campus of the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology in Lausanne, western Switzerland. (AFP)

Sat in a circle on the nursery floor, a group of 
Swiss three-year-olds ask a robot called Nao 
questions about giraff es and broccoli.
By the time these children become adults, 
interacting with robots may well be as 
commonplace as using a smartphone, experts 
believe.
So one Lausanne creche has decided to give 
them a head start.
Nao has been a regular visitor at the 
Nanosphere nursery on the campus of 
the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology 
university since the New Year. He is what is 
called an “interactive learning companion” 
rather than a substitute teacher.
As the children were dropped off , Nao — who 
is only 58cm (less than two feet) tall — stood 
on a bench to greet them at eye level.
“Hello, my name is Nao. I’m happy to be at 
the Nanosphere today,” he said, in a child-like 
high-pitched voice.
“I left my planet some time ago to come and 
meet you. I look forward to getting to know 
you and being able to talk with you in the 
weeks ahead.”
Some children walked straight past, some 
waved, pointed, touched his hand or simply 
gazed at him transfixed.
“What will the children’s future be like? Will 

they have to work with robots? Very probably 
yes,” Olivier Delamadeleine, director-general 
of the Educalis group of nurseries and primary 
schools in Lausanne, told AFP.
“So as we are in a place of learning it is 
important to get them familiarised early so 
that they’re used to working with robots,” he 
added.
Back in the class, teacher Eve L’Eplattenier and 
the 14 children sat in a circle on the floor with 
Nao in the middle.
“He’s going to come and explain things to 
you,” she said.
“Do you like broccoli? It’s very good for your 
health,” the robot said.
L’Eplattenier picked him up and put him on a 
table. She said Nao would not grow any taller 
as children do.
The children gathered excitedly around, some 
jockeying for space.
“No squabbling!” Nao told them.
Prompted by their teacher, the children tried 
to catch him out with questions such as, “I am 
an animal with a trunk. What am I?” When he 
got it right, they giggled.
Gabriel Paff i, a Master’s student in robotics, sat 
in the corner feeding Nao his answers.
He programmed the robot and is working on 
how to adapt it for a nursery’s needs.

“The goal is to make it automated so that 
he no longer needs me to move around and 
respond to the children,” Paff i said.
The first Nao robots hit the market in 2008. 
Now on generation six, the brand is owned by 
the Germany-based United Robotics Group 
and more than 15,000 units have been sold.
The plan is for this Nao to spend several years 
in the Educalis nurseries as his capacities 
expand.
L’Eplattenier said the children are thrilled 
when Nao turns up, and have bonded with 
their diminutive friend.
“They are curious to see what he will say, what 
he will do,” she said.
“He’s a companion with little tips and bits of 
advice. “I think he will quickly position himself 
as the little know-it-all of the group.”
As for the parents, they too are keen to see 
how Nao will settle in.
“I think it’s a good way to help the children 
progress with new technologies,” said 
Guillaume Quentin.
When it was time for Nao to “fly back into 
space”, each child in turn shuff led towards 
him to say goodbye and give him a wave. He 
replied to each by name.
“I love you. I will come back soon,” he told 
them.

Swiss nursery lets robot do the talking

Around 280 Sri Lankans have 
been recruited to fight on both 
sides of Russia’s war in Ukraine, 
off icials tasked with investigating 
its citizens’ involvement in the 
conflict said yesterday.
Complaints began pouring in 
from relatives after the defence 
ministry set up a special unit last 
week to collect information on 
those who had travelled to both 
countries to join the war eff ort.
“We have received complaints 
from approximately 280 family 
members,” public security 
minister Tiran Alles told AFP.
Most had been recruited for the 
Russian army and duped with 
promises of high salaries and 
falsely told they would be given 
non-combat roles, lawmaker 
Gamini Waleboda told parliament 
on Monday.
There was no off icial count of how 
many Sri Lankans may have died 
in the conflict.
Sri Lanka has repeatedly warned 
its citizens against travelling 
to Russia or Ukraine to join the 
fighting.
But there are no restrictions on 
Sri Lankans travelling abroad 
and large numbers have left the 
island nation in the wake of an 
unprecedented economic crisis in 
mid-2022. A notice on the defence 
ministry website published since 
the taskforce was established 
asked relatives to “provide 
information about retired Sri 
Lankan military personnel who 
have joined the Russia-Ukraine 
war”. Police have arrested two 
retired army off icers, including a 
major general, for illegally acting 
as recruiting agents for Russian 
mercenary firms.
Sri Lanka’s South Asian 
neighbours India and Nepal have 
also confirmed that numerous 
citizens of those countries had 
been recruited to fight alongside 
the Russian army over the past 
year. More than two years since 
Russia’s invasion began, tens 
of thousands of its soldiers 
have been killed in Ukraine, and 
Moscow has been on a global 
quest for more troops.
Russia’s army held off  a much-
hyped Ukrainian counter-
off ensive last year, and it has since 
made gains on the front lines as 
Kyiv struggles with ammunition 
and manpower shortages.

280 citizens 
recruited for 
Russia-Ukraine 
war: Sri Lanka

Pakistan 
unveils 
plan to sell 
state fi rms
Reuters
Islamabad

Pakistan will privatise all 
state-owned enterprises, 
with the exception of strate-

gic entities, Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif said yesterday, broad-
ening its initial plans to sell only 
loss-making state fi rms to shore 
up its shaky fi nances.

The announcement came after 
Sharif headed a review meeting of 
the privatisation process of loss-
making state enterprises (SOEs), 
according to a statement from his 
offi  ce, which discussed a road-
map for privatisation from 2024 
to 2029.

“All of the state-owned enter-
prises will be privatised whether 
they are in profi t or in losses,” 
Sharif said, adding that offl  oading 
the companies would save taxpay-
ers’ money.

The statement didn’t clarify 
which sectors would be deemed 
strategic and non-strategic.

The announcement came a day 
after an International Monetary 
Fund mission opened talks in Is-
lamabad for a new long-term Ex-
tended Fund Facility, following 
Pakistan’s completion of a $3bn 
standby arrangement last month, 
which averted a sovereign debt 
default last summer.

Privatisation of loss-making 
SOEs has long been on the IMF’s 
list of recommendations for Pa-
kistan, which is struggling with a 
high fi scal shortfall and a huge ex-
ternal fi nancing gap. Foreign ex-
change reserves are hardly enough 
to meet a couple of months of 
controlled imports.

The IMF says SOEs in Pakistan 
hold sizeable assets in comparison 
with most Middle East countries, 
at 44 percent of GDP in 2019, yet 
their share of employment in the 
economy is relatively low. It esti-
mates almost half of the SOEs op-
erated at a loss in 2019.

Past privatisation drives have 
been patchy, mainly due to a lack 
of political will, market watchers 
say.

US to back Ukraine until 
security ‘guaranteed’
AFP
Kyiv

The United States will back Ukraine until its se-
curity is “guaranteed”, US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken said on a trip to Kyiv yesterday, 

hours after Russian forces claimed further advances 
in the northeastern Kharkiv region.

Blinken’s visit comes just weeks after the US Con-
gress fi nally approved a $61bn fi nancial aid package 
for Ukraine following months of political wrangling, 
unlocking much-needed arms for the country’s out-
gunned troops.

“We’re with you today. And we will stay by your 
side, until Ukraine’s security, sovereignty, and ability 
to choose its own path is guaranteed,” Blinken said in 
a speech.

“The assistance is now on its way. Some of it has 
already arrived. More will be arriving,” he had told 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky during a 
meeting earlier.

“That’s going to make a real diff erence against the 
ongoing Russian aggression on the battlefi eld,” he 
said. Zelensky thanked Washington for the aid, which 
he said was “crucial” — but stressed it was “impor-
tant to get it as quickly as possible”.

“We need a noticeable acceleration of supplies. 
Now too much time passes between the announce-
ment of packages and the actual appearance of weap-
ons on the frontline,” he said in an evening address.

Zelensky said air defence was the “biggest prob-
lem” for Ukraine and requested two Patriot batter-
ies for the Kharkiv region, where Russian forces have 
been advancing and pounding villages along the bor-
der since Friday.

Blinken was on his fourth visit to Kyiv since Russia 
invaded Ukraine in February 2022.

After meeting Zelensky, he met Ukrainian Foreign 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba in Veterano, a pizzeria set up 
by a military veteran in the city centre.

Russia’s surprise ground off ensive in the Kharkiv 

region has forced thousands to evacuate and pushed 
Kyiv to mobilise troop reinforcements.

Ukraine said several civilians have been killed by 
Russian fi re in the region, including yesterday two 
aged 80 and 83.

The governor of the Kharkiv region said 15 people 
were wounded by Russian strikes in the border terri-
tory’s largest city, also called Kharkiv.

One civilian, a 47-year-old man, was also reported 
killed in the city of Nikopol in southern Ukraine.

In a call to Zelensky, French President Emmanuel 
Macron condemned the “intensifi cation of Russian 
strikes” and the Kharkiv off ensive.

Russia’s defence ministry, meanwhile, said its forc-
es had captured another village in the Kharkiv region.

“Units of the North group of troops liberated the 
village of Bugruvatka in the Kharkiv region and ad-
vanced deep into the enemy defence,” the ministry 
said in a statement.

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky (left) greets 
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken prior to their 
meeting in Kyiv yesterday. (AFP)

Indian Prime minister Narendra Modi waves after off ering prayers 
on the banks of the Ganges River in Varanasi yesterday during the 
country’s ongoing general election. (AFP)

Modi fi les 
candidacy 
for election 
in Hindu 
holy city
AFP
Varanasi

Cheering crowds greeted 
Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi yesterday 

as he submitted his candidacy for 
a Hindu holy city’s parliamentary 
seat in a general election his party 
is strongly favoured to win.

Modi remains roundly popular 
in India, in large part due to his 
cultivated image as an aggressive 
champion of the country’s major-
ity faith.

Varanasi is the spiritual capital 
of Hinduism, where devotees from 
around India come to cremate de-
ceased loved ones by the Ganges 
river, and the premier has repre-
sented the city since sweeping to 
power a decade ago.

“I swear on God... I will have 
faith and allegiance to India’s con-
stitution,” Modi said before hand-

ing over the paperwork to an elec-
tion registrar, fl anked by a Hindu 
mystic dressed in a loincloth.

Hundreds of supporters had 
gathered to applaud Modi outside 
the local government offi  ce where 
he lodged his nomination, at the 
end of a two-day campaign stop 
packed with numerous public 
displays of worship.

Modi waved to the gathered 
crowd after emerging from the 
offi  ce before leaving with his en-
tourage, made up of senior fi gures 
from his ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP).

“The amazing love and bless-
ings I have received from all of 
you in the last 10 years have in-
spired me to work with a constant 
spirit of service and full determi-
nation,” Modi wrote afterwards in 

a post on social media platform X.
The 73-year-old premier, who 

has made acts of religious devo-
tion a fi xture of his premiership, 
had spent the morning visiting 
temples and off ering prayers at 
the banks of the Ganges.

The ascent of Modi’s Hindu-
nationalist politics despite India’s 
offi  cially secular constitution has 
made Muslims in the country in-
creasingly anxious.

“We are made to feel as if we 
are not wanted in this country,” 
Shauqat Mohamed, who runs a 
tea shop in the city, told AFP.

“If the country’s premier 
speaks of us in disparaging terms, 
what else can we expect?” the 
41-year-old added.

“We have to accept our fate and 
move on.”

Record 76mn displaced 
worldwide, says monitor
Conflict in Gaza and Sudan 
pushed the number of internally 
displaced people (IDPs) 
worldwide to a record 75.9mn 
at the end of 2023, an NGO 
monitor said yesterday.
The Internal Displacement 
Monitoring Centre (IDMC) said 
the figure was a new end-of-
year numerical high, with the 
number of people displaced 
within their own borders having 
increased by more than 50% in 
the last five years.
The figure was up from 71.1mn 
at the end of 2022.
While refugees are those who 
have fled abroad, internal 
displacement refers to the 

forced movement of people 
within the country in which they 
live.
In its annual Global Report 
on Internal Displacement, the 
IDMC said that 68.3mn people 
worldwide were displaced by 
conflict and violence, and 7.7mn 
by disasters.
Over the past five years, the 
number of IDPs resulting 
from conflict has increased by 
22.6mn, with the two biggest 
increases in 2022 and 2023.
At 9.1mn, Sudan has the highest 
number of IDPs recorded for 
a single country since records 
began in 2008, the monitor 
said.

A French court yesterday 
acquitted French-Polish 
filmmaker Roman Polanski 
of defaming British actor 
Charlotte Lewis after she 
accused him of raping her 
when she was a teenager.
Polanski, 90, was not in 
court for the verdict at the 
Paris criminal court. Lewis 
told the court in March that 
she became the victim of a 
“smear campaign” that “nearly 
destroyed” her life after she 
spoke up about abuse that took 
place in the 1980s. “He raped 
me,” the 56-year-old actor told 
the court, explaining it had 
taken her time to put a name 
on the incident that occurred in 
Paris when she was 16.

Court acquits 
Polanski in 
defamation trial

North Korea laundered $147.5mn 
through virtual currency 
platform Tornado Cash in March 
after stealing it last year from 
a cryptocurrency exchange, 
according to confidential work 
by United Nations sanctions 
monitors seen by Reuters 
yesterday. The monitors told a 
UN Security Council sanctions 
committee in a document 
submitted on Friday that 
they had been investigating 
97 suspected North Korean 

cyberattacks on cryptocurrency 
companies between 2017 and 
2024, valued at some $3.6bn. 
That included an attack late 
last year where $147.5mn was 
stolen from HTX cryptocurrency 
exchange before being 
laundered in March this year, the 
monitors told the committee, 
citing information from crypto 
analytics firm PeckShield and 
blockchain research firm Elliptic. 
In 2024 alone, the monitors said 
they had been looking at “11 

cryptocurrency thefts ... valued 
at $54.7mn,” adding that many of 
those “may have been conducted 
by DPRK IT workers inadvertently 
hired by small crypto-related 
companies.” 
The monitors said that according 
to U.N. member states and 
private companies, North Korean 
IT workers operating abroad 
generate “substantial income for 
the country.” North Korea has 
been under UN sanctions since 
2006.

North Korea ‘laundered $147.5mn in stolen crypto’
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Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim inaugurated yesterday 
the campus of Universiti Kebang-

saan Malaysia (UKM) at Lusail City.
The UKM campus, according to an offi  -

cial statement, will commence registration 
of its fi rst batch of students in October for 
the 2024-2025 academic year.

Ibrahim stated that the establishment 
of UKM Qatar not only fosters academic 
collaboration and cultural exchange on a 
global scale; it promotes bilateral relations 
and strengthens diplomatic ties between 
the two countries.

“UKM Qatar has become an inspiring 
landmark for other academic institutions 
in Malaysia,” he said.

“It is hoped that other academic institu-
tions in Malaysia will take UKM as an ex-
emplary model and explore opportunities 
to expand their international presence,” 
the prime minister added.

UKM vice-chancellor Prof Dr Mohd 
Ekhwan Toriman said that the establish-
ment of UKM Qatar is a historic achieve-
ment for the university, making it the 
fi rst Malaysian public university to open a 
branch in Qatar.

UKM Qatar was established in Qatar last 
year under the patronage of Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz al-Tha-
ni.

Its establishment is in line with the as-
pirations of contemporary society in Qatar 
and the GCC countries, for the prosperity 
of society at all levels, where quality edu-
cation is the cornerstone.

The event was attended by HE the Min-
ister of Education and Higher Education 
Buthaina bint Ali al-Jabr al-Nuaimi, Ma-
laysian ministers, and other dignitaries 
from both countries.

Malaysian PM inaugurates 
UKM campus at Lusail

Left: Malaysian Prime Minister 
Anwar Ibrahim addressing the 
gathering.

Right: Dignitaries at the opening 
of UKM Qatar yesterday. 
PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam

An exterior view of the UKM Qatar building in Lusail.

Sheikh Abdul Rahman bin Khalifa 
bin Abdulaziz al-Thani speaking at 
the event.

Former deputy prime minister HE Abdul-
lah bin Hamad al-Attiyah, who was also 
a former minister of energy and industry, 

has affi  rmed that Qatar has become a formi-
dable fi gure in the gas sector that is diffi  cult to 
surpass, thanks to its robust infrastructure and 
extensive history in the energy sector.

This came during an open discussion at the 
33rd Doha International Book Fair (DIBF), with 
him on the main stage, in the presence of HE the 
Minister of Culture Sheikh Abdulrahman bin 
Hamad al-Thani and prominent fi gures, think-
ers, and intellectuals.

Al-Attiyah spoke about the beginning of his 
tenure as minister of energy and industry in 
1992 and the challenges he faced at that time.

He explained that despite signifi cant chal-
lenges, Qatar embarked on its path in the gas 
sector, with the fi rst gas shipment exported 
from Ras Laff an Port in late 1997.

Al-Attiyah said Qatar now possesses the 

world’s largest gas fi eld, spanning 110sq km.
He added that Qatar has become the largest 

exporter of helium and compressed natural gas 
in the world, and has built the world’s largest 
condensate refi nery.

The country also owns the world’s largest gas 
carrier company, Nakilat, underscoring that 
Qatar has become a formidable player in this 
industry that is diffi  cult to surpass.

Al-Attiyah highlighted that Qatar’s 45-year 
journey was the result of continuous eff ort, 
diligence, and dedication of a complete team of 
nationals who contributed to this success.

During his discussion, he touched on his up-
bringing and childhood memories in the Bidda 
area, moving from there to the Al Sadd area, his 
education, and graduation, leading to his join-
ing the Ministry of Finance and Petroleum as 
head of the Public Relations Department in the 
early seventies.

He then became director of the International 

Relations Department before becoming direc-
tor of the Minister’s Offi  ce in 1989, and subse-
quently moving to work as director of the Min-
ister of Interior’s Offi  ce. – QNA

Hamad Award aff irms role of translation 
in building cultural co-operation

The Sheikh Hamad Award for Translation and International 
Understanding, in partnership with the Permanent Mission of Qatar to 
Unesco and the Social and Human Sciences Sector of Unesco, organised 
a seminar on the contribution of the award.
This seminar at Unesco headquarters was aimed at strengthening the 
partnership agreement between Unesco and the Sheikh Hamad Award 
for Translation and International Understanding in December 2023.
The agreement focuses on three areas: translation and publishing, 
enhancing the Arabic language for social cohesion, and highlighting the 
role of artificial intelligence (AI) in translation and related issues.
The first phase of this partnership involves translating Unesco 
publications related to the Silk Road into Arabic.
The seminar began with a speech by Dr Nasser al-Hanzab, Qatar’s 
Permanent Delegate to Unesco, emphasising Qatar’s pioneering role in 
promoting tolerance and dialogue among nations.
He also spoke about the importance of translation in achieving 
sustainable development in countries and encouraged all attendees to 
support the Arabic language through its use and related programmes 
and initiatives. – QNA

Former deputy PM discusses Qatar’s energy history at DIBF
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