
Amir, UK PM discuss
Gaza developments

Amir, Sudan leader in
talks on bilateral ties

Qatar team to 
help fight Afghan 
floods aftermath

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
discussed with UK Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak a range of regional 
and international developments 
of common concern, especially 
those related to the situation in 
the Gaza Strip and the occupied 
Palestinian territories. This came 
during a phone call received by 
the Amir yesterday from the UK 
prime minister. During the call, 
they discussed bilateral relations. 
(QNA)

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
discussed with Chairman of the 
Transitional Sovereignty Council 
of Sudan Lt Gen Abdel Fattah 
al-Burhan bilateral relations and 
ways to enhance and promote 
them. This came during a phone 
call the Amir held with Lt Gen 
al-Burhan yesterday. The phone 
call also touched on issues of 
common concern. (QNA)

Under the directives of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani, a team 
from Internal Security Force – 
Lekhwiya’s Qatari International 
Search and Rescue Group 
headed to Afghanistan to assess 
the situation there and provide 
urgent assistance to battle the 
repercussions of the floods 
caused by last Friday’s heavy 
rains. (QNA) Page 8
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Amir, Malaysian PM hold 
talks on boosting trade ties

His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani held a session of 

offi  cial talks with Malaysian Prime 
Minister Dr Anwar Ibrahim at the 
Amiri Diwan yesterday.

At the beginning of the session, 
His Highness the Amir welcomed 
the Malaysian prime minister and 
his accompanying delegation, 
wishing them a pleasant stay. His 
Highness also expressed his hopes 
that the talks would contribute to 
bolstering economic and trade re-
lations between the two countries 
in a way that achieves the interests 
of the two friendly countries.

For his part, the Malaysia prime 
minister expressed his thanks and 
appreciation to the Amir for the 
warm welcome and hospitality 
he and his accompanying delega-
tion were accorded, stressing the 
importance of the talks with the 
Amir in opening promising ho-
rizons for bilateral partnership 

between the two countries across 
various fi elds and levels. He also 
commended the historical bilater-
al relations spanning over 50 years 
of friendship and constructive and 
fruitful co-operation.

The talks session covered bilat-
eral relations and ways to boost and 
develop them across various areas 
of co-operation, regional and in-
ternational issues of common con-
cern, especially the latest devel-
opments in the Gaza Strip and the 
occupied Palestinian territories.

In attendance were HE the Chief 
of the Amiri Diwan Sheikh Saoud 
bin Abdulrahman al-Thani, HE 
the Minister of Commerce and In-
dustry Sheikh Mohamed bin Ha-
mad bin Qassim al-Thani, HE the 
Minister of Education and Higher 
Education Buthaina bint Ali al-Jabr 
al-Nuaimi, and HE the Minister of 
State for Foreign Aff airs, Sultan bin 
Saad al-Muraikhi, along with sev-
eral senior offi  cials. To Page 12

Amir to patronise Qatar 
Economic Forum 2024
By Pratap John
Business Editor 

Under the patronage of 
His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-

mad al-Thani, the fourth edition 
of ‘Qatar Economic Forum, Pow-
ered by Bloomberg’ (QEF) will 
kick off  today.

Convened under the theme ‘A 
World Remade: Navigating the 
Year of Uncertainty’, the event 
brings together more than 1,000 
business leaders and many more 
participants from around the 
globe.

The QEF will be held at Katara 
Towers: Fairmont Doha and Raf-
fl es Doha hotels. Its discussions 
will revolve around a myriad of 
key fi elds, primarily the politi-
cal geography, globalisation and 
trade, energy transition, techno-
logical innovation, business and 
investment projections, sports, 
and entertainment.

The three-day forum will fea-
ture the participation of many 
CEOs and decision makers in 
the areas of fi nance, economics, 
investment, technology, energy, 
education, sports, and climate 
to discuss foremost regional and 
global issues dominating the 
talks of the global boards of di-
rectors and fi nancial markets.

QEF will feature panel discus-

sions with the engagement of 
more than 70 speakers in 12 two-
phase sub-sessions, along with 
a variety of events at the main 
halls. 

The signing of 20 memo-
randums of understanding, in-
cluding 18 international MoUs, 
during the upcoming Qatar Eco-
nomic Forum (QEF) 2024 is ex-
pected to enhance foreign direct 
investment (FDI) and attract ad-
ditional FDI to the country.

“The nature of the MoUs and 
the partnerships [to be signed at 
the forum] indicate the direction 
in which entities are moving to-
wards enhancing foreign direct 
investment and attracting addi-
tional investment to Qatar,” stat-
ed Sheikh Ali bin Abdullah bin 
Khalifa al-Thani, chairperson, 
Permanent Supreme Committee 
organising QEF 2024.

Sheikh Ali noted that the 

fourth edition of the forum, 
which will run from May 14 to 
16 in Doha, is expected to gather 
2,300 participants, including 
1,300 active leaders in interna-
tional fi rms and organisations, in 
addition to 200 local and inter-
national media outlets.

Sheikh Ali said some 10 MoUs 
were signed in the previous edi-
tion. However, he noted that the 
forum has been seeing “a quali-
tative shift from one session to 
another,” as translated by the 
number of international agree-
ments unveiled during the event, 
in addition to the great interest 
from international political and 
economic actors.

He described the forum as 
“the fastest growing in terms 
of participation at the regional 
and international levels,” not-
ing that the discussions over the 
three-day conference will fo-
cus on topics related to geopoli-
tics, globalisation, trade, energy 
transformation, technological 
innovation, business foresight, 
investment, sports, and enter-
tainment, “considering the con-
tinuing eff ects of major changes 
in the fi elds of technology, energy, 
trade, and politics that the world 
is witnessing, especially since the 
developments witnessed in 2024 
will have far-reaching repercus-
sions on the global economy.” 
Page 3, Business Page 1
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HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani met yesterday 
with Lebanese Army 
Commander General 
Joseph Aoun on the 
occasion of his visit to the 
country. The two sides 
discussed co-operation 
relations between the two 
countries and ways to 
support and develop them. 
HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
stressed Qatar’s support 
for the army and state 
institutions in Lebanon, as 
well as Qatar’s continuous 
support for the brotherly 
Lebanese people. 

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani met Malaysian PM, 
Anwar Ibrahim, on the occasion 
of his visit to the country 
yesterday. They discussed 
co-operation relations between 
the two countries and ways 
to strengthen them across all 
fields, in addition to the latest 
developments in the Gaza Strip 
and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, stressing the 
importance of an immediate 
ceasefire and the unobstructed 
entry of humanitarian aid into 
all areas of the enclave. HE 
the Prime Minister hosted a 
luncheon banquet in the honour 
of the visiting Malaysian PM and 
his accompanying delegation. 
Several of the ministers 
attended the banquet. (QNA)

PM in Doha meetings

HE the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of State for Defence 
Aff airs Dr Khalid bin Mohamed 
al-Attiyah met with the visiting 
Lebanese Commander of Army 
General Joseph Aoun. The meeting 
discussed issues of common 
concern, as well as aspects of 
co-operation between the two 
sides and ways of enhancing and 
developing them. The meeting was 
attended by HE the Chief of Staff  
of the Qatar Armed Forces Staff  
Lieutenant-General (Pilot) Salem 
bin Hamad bin Aqeel al-Nabit, and 
senior off icials and off icers from 
both sides. (QNA)

Deputy PM meets Lebanese commander

Shura Council  
decries Israeli 
assault on Rafah
QNA
Doha

The Shura Council held its 
weekly session at Tamim 
bin Hamad Hall yesterday, 

under the chairmanship of HE the 
Speaker of the Shura Council Has-
san bin Abdullah al-Ghanem. 

At the outset of the session, 
the Council expressed its strong 
condemnation and denunciation 
of the Israeli occupation forces’ 
bombing of Rafah Governorate 
and invasion of the land crossing, 
warning of Israel’s commission 
of another war crime to be fur-
ther added to its criminal records 
through displacing the Palestin-
ians and forcing them to fl ee Rafah.

The dangerous escalation prac-
tised by the occupation forces 
unequivocally disrupts the ef-
forts aimed at forging a ceasefi re, 
thus presaging an exacerbation 
of the humanitarian crisis fac-
ing the Gaza Strip, posing a grave 
violation of international laws, the 
Council pointed out. The Council 
urged the parliaments of the world 
and all parliamentary unions to act 
to prevent a new crime of genocide 
against the civilians in Gaza, call-
ing on them to pressure their gov-
ernments to provide protection for 
civilians under the international 
humanitarian law and take a reso-
lute position that compels Israel 

to comply with the international 
resolutions.

Thereafter, Secretary-General 
of the Shura Council Nayef bin 
Mohamed al-Mahmoud read out 
the session’s agenda and the min-
utes of the previous session were 
endorsed. 

The Council reviewed a draft law 
on dealing in strategic goods of ei-
ther military, or dual-use, submit-
ted by the esteemed government. 
Subsequently, the Council decided 
to refer the draft law to the Internal 
and External Aff airs Committee 
for further perusal and submission 
of its report to the Council accord-
ingly.

In a related context, the Council 
approved a draft law on dealing in 

regulated products and reviewed 
the report of the Financial and 
Economic Aff airs Committee ac-
cordingly. Also, members of the 
Council discussed items of the 
draft law.

On the other hand, the session 
reviewed a report on the partici-
pation of the Council delegation 
in the meeting of the Executive 
Council of the Asian Parliamenta-
ry Assembly (APA) held in Antalya, 
Turkiye, in November 2023.

Additionally, the Council re-
viewed a report on the participa-
tion of its delegation in the 50th 
meeting of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Parliamentary Union 
of the OIC Member States (PUIC), 
hosted by Algeria last February.

The Shura Council in session.

Shura partakes in Asia Women’s Forum in Uzbekistan
QNA
Samarkand

The Shura Council is partici-
pating in the Asia Women’s 
Forum, which kicked off  yes-

terday in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, 
organised jointly by the Uzbek Par-
liament and the UN Women. HE the 
Deputy Speaker of the Shura Coun-
cil Dr Hamda bint Hassan al-Sulaiti 
is representing the Council in the 
two-day forum.

In her opening speech, HE Dr 
Hamda al-Sulaiti expressed her ap-
preciation for the eff orts of Asian 
women in enhancing the status of 
women in various fi elds, empha-
sising the importance of empow-
ering Asian women economically, 
socially, and politically. She also 
addressed the challenges facing 
women in times of wars and con-

fl icts, emphasising women’s role 
in achieving security and peace in 
Asia.

HE the deputy Speaker called for 
enhancing co-operation and stabil-
ity in Asia to ensure progress and 
empowerment of women, high-

lighting the important role women 
play in developing societies and 
economies on the continent. At the 
beginning of her speech, she praised 
Uzbekistan’s hosting of this forum 
and its good preparation, aiming to 
shed light on women’s issues.

The forum, held under the theme 
‘Regional Approach in Issues of 
Women’s Economic, Social, and 
Political Empowerment’, discusses 
issues related to women’s eco-
nomic, social, and political rights 
and empowerment eff orts. Partici-
pants engage in discussion sessions 
covering various topics such as 

combating violence against women 
and children, fair access to fi nancial 
opportunities, as well as the role of 
non-governmental organisations in 
promoting the green economy and 
addressing the impacts of climate 
change. The forum aims to high-
light the role of women in achiev-
ing Sustainable Development Goals 

and enhancing their participation 
in science, education, and innova-
tion, utilising digital technology, 
alleviating poverty through eco-
nomic empowerment, and sup-
porting their role in entrepreneur-
ship and innovation. The forum 
includes participants from various 
parts of Asia, including parliamen-
tarians, government offi  cials, rep-
resentatives of governmental bod-
ies and civil society organisations, 
businesswomen, social activists, 
and representatives from various 
economic sectors.

On the sidelines of the forum, HE 
Dr al-Sulaiti met with Chairperson 
of the Senate of Uzbekistan Tanzila 
Narbaeva. The two sides discussed 
several issues related to enhanc-
ing eff orts to protect and empower 
women, as well as parliamentary 
co-operation relations and ways to 
strengthen them.

HE Dr Hamda bint Hassan al-Sulaiti with Chairperson of the Senate of 
Uzbekistan Tanzila Narbaeva.

HE the Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Dr Mohamed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh 
al-Khulaifi met with Minister of Foreign Aff airs of the Netherlands Hanke Bruins on the sidelines 
of the activities of the Amsterdam Dialogue Forum 2024. The meeting discussed co-operation 
relations between the two countries and the latest developments in the Gaza Strip and the occupied 
Palestinian territories, especially strengthening regional and international eff orts for an immediate 
ceasefire and facilitating the entry of humanitarian aid into all areas of the Strip without obstacles. 
The Netherlands FM expressed her country’s appreciation for the eff orts of Qatar in mediation and 
the release of detainees, stressing the importance of the flow of humanitarian aid and the unhindered 
operations of media institutions in Gaza. (QNA)

Al-Khulaifi meets Dutch FM

Qatar’s strategy in global mediation  
highlighted at Amsterdam Dialogue
QNA
Amsterdam

HE the Minister of State at 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs Dr Mohamed bin 

Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi  
participated yesterday in the 
opening session of the Amster-
dam Dialogue 2024, held in the 
Netherlands. 

In his speech during the ses-
sion entitled ‘the State of Qatar’s 
strategy in international media-
tion,’ HE Dr al-Khulaifi  noted the 
signifi cant role that Qatar plays 
in mediation and confl ict resolu-
tion. He pointed out that in light 
of the complexities of the global 
scene, it has become increas-
ingly clear that small countries 
can have a signifi cant infl uence in 
promoting peace and stability.

In this regard, he emphasised 
that Qatar represents a model 
for such a country, as it tirelessly 
calls for dialogue and reconcilia-
tion in some of the deep-rooted 
confl icts in the world. He indi-
cated that the basic principle 
that guides Qatar’s mediation is 
its fi rm commitment to dialogue 
as the most eff ective means of 
resolving disputes, recalling that 
international law obligates states 
to resolve their disputes and dif-
ferences by peaceful means. 
However, it does not stipulate 
a specifi c mechanism, allowing 
states to choose diplomatic or ju-
dicial means.

He said that statistics indicate 
that mediation comes second as 
the most widely used peaceful 
method for resolving disputes, 
after direct negotiations. He ex-
plained that Qatar has developed 
the practice of mediation, allow-
ing it to navigate diverse geopo-
litical environments with skill and 
impartiality, whether in the Gulf 
region, the greater Middle East, or 
beyond. He added that Qatar con-
stantly demonstrates a remarkable 
ability to bridge divisions and fa-
cilitate constructive dialogue be-
tween confl icting parties.

HE Dr al-Khulaifi   pointed out 
that the war in the Gaza Strip 
currently dominates the glo-
bal agenda, noting that Qatar is 
committed to providing and fa-
cilitating humanitarian aid, me-
diation eff orts, and diplomatic 
initiatives. He added that Qatar’s 

strength lies in its ability to adapt 
and engage diplomatically in a 
bilateral/multilateral approach 
with its partners and the interna-
tional community.

Concluding his speech, HE the 
Minister of State at the Ministry 
of Foreign Aff airs stressed that 
the role played by Qatar in me-
diation and confl ict resolution 
serves as a strong reminder of 
the potential of small countries 
to make a diff erence on the global 
stage. He added that by priori-
tizing dialogue, inclusivity, and 
commitment to international law 
and sustainable development, 
Qatar has emerged as a neutral 
mediator and a trusted global 
partner in promoting peace and 
stability worldwide. As a young 
country, it is crucial for Qatar to 
ensure building a lasting legacy 
that future generations can enjoy.

HE Dr Mohamed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi speaking at the forum.



QNA
Doha

Qatar Economic Forum 
(QEF) 2024 represents an 
opportunity to promote the 

Qatari economy globally through 
highlighting the inducements and 
facilitations it generates in attract-
ing more investments and busi-
nesses to the country, as well as 
increasing confi dence in the Qatari 
economy to ultimately spur the 
economic growth and accelerate 
its pace.

In remarks to Qatar News Agen-
cy (QNA), economic and fi nancial 
experts affi  rmed that the forum 
has become a platform to confer 
on global issues and variables the 
forum witnesses in multiple fi elds, 
given the rapid pace of challenges 
facing the world economy.

The forums theme: “A World 
Remade: Navigating the Year of 
Uncertainty” underscores the 
awareness on challenges and criti-
cal steps that should be taken by 
decision makers globally, particu-
larly those related to energy sector, 
and ensuring secure and sustain-
able transition that observes inter-
ests of all parties, in addition to the 
technological innovation, since the 
forum is set to explore the latest AI 

developments in this area, along 
with the Blockchain technology.

Speaking to QNA, the Chairman 
of Qatar Chamber (QC) Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Jassim al-Thani af-
fi rmed that the Qatar Economic 
Forum 2024 — which begins today 
— confi rms Qatar’s standing as a 
pioneering global hub for busi-
ness and investment and capable 
of hosting major events, pointing 
out that the forums has become a 
unique platform to discuss global 
issues and explore new horizons 
for economic cooperation among 
countries of the world.

The theme of this year’s forum 
indicates that the global economy 
today is in a state of fl ux and is be-
set by numerous fl uctuations that 
require reinforced co-operation 
and solidarity among all states and 
relevant bodies to surmount future 
challenges that must be proactively 
navigated through enhancing inno-
vation, technological advancement 
and promoting sustainability prin-
ciples, he highlighted.

The forum draws over 1,000 
world fi gures and leaders to dis-
cuss issues facing today’s eco-
nomic scene and shed the light on 
the long-term vision adopted by 
Media City Qatar and Bloomberg 
to spur the global economic dis-
course. The Chairman of QC un-

derlined that the forum promotes 
reproachment and shares exper-
tise and perspectives on a wide di-
versity of critical issues set forth in 
the map of global economy, forges 
co-operation and partnership that 
will refl ect positively on the world 
economy growth. He indicated 
that the forum witnesses a mas-
sive momentum, because it brings 
together a host of leaders and 
dignitaries from countries of the 
world, a contingent of interlocu-
tors, economists, experts, innova-
tors, alongside decision and policy 
makers from all over the world to 
shine a spotlight on the foremost 
global economic issues.

This year’s forum will draw huge 
turnout compared to the previ-

ous editions and feature meetings, 
panel discussions, roundtables, 
signing of multiple memorandums 
of understanding, in addition to 
forging new economic alliances 
and partnerships among private 
sectors in more than 50 participat-
ing countries, he predicted.

The Qatar Economic Forum’s 
standing is demonstrated in being 
a platform to lay out real and prac-
tical solutions, as well as action-
able process that primarily aims 
to shape a sustainable economic 
future, at a time there is a desper-
ate need for conducting construc-
tive conversations, highlighting 
the pressing and emerging issues 
facing the economic arena, such as 
political geography, globalisation, 

and trade. The event is set to dis-
cuss impacts of the political scene 
on the fl ow of investment, supply 
chains and global economy. 

Chief Executive Offi  cer of Qatar 
international Islamic Bank (QIIB) 
Dr Abdulbasit Ahmed al-Shaibei 
asserted to QNA that the forum - 
which is due to convene during the 
period May 14-16 - has become a 
global foremost platform to lay out 
visions and ideas and forge dia-
logue and interaction among sen-
ior economists, businessmen and 
decision makers. 

He affi  rmed that the forum 
demonstrates Qatar’s privileged 
standing in the world, alongside its 
leading role as an active interme-
diary and dependable participant 

with pivotal economic, political, 
and humanitarian roles in the in-
ternational community.

Opting for this year’s theme by 
the organising committee clearly 
translates the reality of the current 
world and the ambition that pro-
motes the forums conversations 
into achieving breakthroughs, un-
earthing myriad problems facing 
the world and exploring solutions 
accordingly, Dr al-Shaibei high-
lighted. 

He added that the forum’s theme 
signifi es the fact that the world is 
in a state of fl ux, whether in the 
geopolitical situation, or the rise 
of emerging powers in the pyramid 
of global wealth distribution, along 
with the steadfast global competi-
tiveness for resources and energy 
and occasional propensity for in-
tense polarisation that engenders 
multiple crises.

The Qatar Economic Forum 
gives foremost attention to an 
overwhelming challenge, prima-
rily navigating the year of uncer-
tainty as the theme implies, Dr al-
Shaibei outlined, emphasising that 
navigating the uncertainty entirely 
requires collaboration, dialogue, 
positive spirit, and the intention 
to off er openness, fl exibility and 
accepting the compromise that 
serves various parties.

QNA
Doha

Qatar Economic Forum, Powered by 
Bloomberg, is an important annual 
event to discuss the state of the 

global economy, its growth prospects and 
challenges, and how to address them. Un-
der the generous patronage of His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani, the fi rst edition of the forum was 
held virtually in Doha in June 2021 under 
the theme ‘Reimagining the World’. 

It saw the participation of many heads 
of state and government and an elite group 
of CEOs of major international companies, 
inspiring fi gures, and decision-makers in 
the fi elds of fi nance, economics, invest-
ment, technology, energy, education, 
sports, and climate, in addition to more 
than 100 speakers from all over the world.

Opening the fi rst edition of the fo-
rum, His Highness the Amir pointed to 
the challenge presented by Covid-19, and 
said: “Our meeting today comes while we 
are in the midst of a confrontation with 
the Covid-19 pandemic, which has posed 
a serious and unprecedented challenge to 

all humanity in all spheres, including the 
economic fi eld, where endless discussions 
took place about the fallacious trade-off  
between people’s health and economic 
health; and where a blurriness overshad-
owed the expectations of international 
institutions regarding the future prospects 
of the global economy, especially that the 
world has not yet moved to a post-pan-
demic phase in the shadow of the waves of 
renewed variants and mutations of the vi-
rus that underlined a state of uncertainty.” 

Over the course of three days, the fo-
rums participants discussed the agenda 
which included six main sessions: “Tech-
nology Advanced” which highlighted per-
manent changes to the human-technology 
nexus; “A Sustainable World” which ex-
plored the intersection of capitalism and 
climate; and “Markets and Investing” 
which discussed the ability of investors in 
their hunt for growth to help shape a more 
resilient global economy.

As for the second edition of the forum, it 
was held on June 21, 2022, while the world 
was going through a critical juncture as a 
result of the repercussions of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the war in Ukraine, and fears 
of recession and food shortages. This edi-

tion was held under the slogan: “Achieving 
Equality in Global Economic Recovery”, 
with the participation of many heads of 
state and government, senior policymak-
ers, parliamentarians, thinkers, econo-
mists, businessmen, media, and repre-
sentatives of regional and international 
organisations.

Throughout the days and sessions of 

the forum, participants exchanged views 
and highlighted the future of the global 
economy and the responsibility towards 
achieving a comprehensive and sustain-
able recovery. 

Qatar’s preparations to host the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 were also at the 
core of the forums work, within the 
framework of highlighting Qatar as a 
leading investment destination in the 
region and the world as well as the in-
centives and investment opportunities 
provided by the state to investors, entre-
preneurs, and major international com-
panies in the non-oil and value-added 
sectors, especially the areas that serve 
the Qatar National Vision 2030 and the 
Second National Development Strategy 
2018-2022 that aims to establish a diver-
sified and competitive economy based 
on knowledge. 

In May 2023, Doha hosted the third edi-
tion of the Qatar Economic Forum, Pow-
ered by Bloomberg, under the slogan “A 
New Global Growth Story”. The wider, 
prestigious international participation 
in the third edition of the forum, which 
reached 130 countries, refl ected the im-
portance of this global platform for dia-

logue on the challenges facing the global 
economy, especially as the forum tries to 
cover all aspects of the economy, whether 
in terms of trade and linking it to energy, 
investment, modern technology, or gener-
al mood of consumers, as well as geopoliti-
cal turmoil and its complex impacts.

The three-day forum was full of in-
depth and serious discussions and aimed 
to put the global economy back on the 
track to growth and anticipate its future in 
a rapidly changing world. Through 7 main 
sessions that included more than 50 sub-
sessions, the forum discussed strengthen-
ing international economic partnerships, 
consolidating bridges of communication 
and dialogue between diff erent peoples, 
and how to maximize the global competi-
tiveness of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
countries in a changing and dynamic eco-
nomic system.

Through its fourth edition, the forum is 
expected to continue its role in diagnosing 
the reality of the global economy, antici-
pating its future, and attempting to chart 
the course of the future stages of global 
economic growth by focusing on global 
challenges that aff ect societies and econo-
mies around the world.
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QEF: One of most prominent  
business forums in the region
QNA
Doha

Qatar Economic Forum (QEF) 
has established itself over 
recent years as one of the 

most prominent and infl uential 
business forums in the region, and 
the most serious in enriching dia-
logue on strategic issues that top 
the priorities of the global econo-
my, as a way to diagnose its current 
situation and anticipate its future 
trends.

Through its focus on global 
challenges that aff ect societies 
and economies around the world, 
and covering the pillars of the in-
ternational economy, whether in 
terms of trade and its connection 
to energy, investment, modern 
technology, or the general mood of 
consumers, as well as geopolitical 
turmoil and its complicated eff ects, 
the forum has emerged as one of the 
most important events in terms of 
strengthening international part-
nerships. 

Last year, the forum witnessed 
the signing of eight memorandums 
of understanding (MoUs) to build 
new alliances, which confi rms the 
position of Qatar as a central hub 
for talks and investment, and its 
great role in the international busi-
ness sector. Qatar Economic Forum 
2024, which brings together more 
than 1,000 world leaders, intellec-
tual fi gures and decision-makers 
from about 50 countries, will be 
held during a situation in which 
the Middle East region is facing the 
economic consequences of the war 
in the Gaza Strip and the disruption 
of navigation in the Red Sea, along 
with other fears in the world re-
garding the expansion of a confl ict 
that has entered its third year be-
tween Russia and Ukraine and the 
subsequent cut off  of Russian gas 
from Europe.

These geopolitical develop-
ments do not seem to be the only 

thing preoccupying the world, as 
the post-pandemic challenges also 
strike it to the core. Indeed, infl a-
tion has reached high levels, climate 
change threatens catastrophes, 
rapid transformations in economic 
relations, in addition to changes 
in the fi elds of technology, en-
ergy, and trade; these together are 
transformations that would have 
far-reaching repercussions on the 
global economy, which makes the 
theme of the current edition of the 
forum, “A World Remade: Navigat-
ing the Year of Uncertainty”, ac-
curately refl ect the current global 
conditions.

In this international circum-
stance full of challenges, and where 
there is a growing need for con-
structive dialogues that shed light 
on the pressing issues sweeping 
the economic fi eld in particular, 
and where decision-makers from 
all over the world aspire to shape 
a more sustainable and dynamic 
economic future, the importance 
of the 4th edition of QEF which is 
organised by Media City Qatar and 
powered by Bloomberg, is not only 
for Qatar and the countries of the 
region, but for the entire world.

Based on this, the topics of this 
session of the QEF were carefully 
designed to examine and investi-
gate pressing issues such as “geo-
politics, globalization, and trade”, 
where the extent of the impact of 
the development of politics on in-
vestment fl ows, supply chains, 
and the international economy will 
be examined. It will also address 
“business and investment out-
look”, which will provide insights 
into market growth and economic 
trends. During these discussions, 
and under the topic of “energy 
transitions”, energy sector experts 
will examine the future of liquefi ed 
natural gas and ways to stimulate 
the transition towards sustainable 
energy in in-depth analyses.

As for “sports and entertain-
ment”, those in charge of this sec-

tor will unveil a package of changes 
that will sweep an industry whose 
investments are estimated at bil-
lions of dollars. In the fi eld of 
“technology innovation”, the latest 
developments in artifi cial intel-
ligence (AI), blockchain technol-
ogy and others will be explored. 
In other side sessions, the forum 
discusses topics including new op-
portunities for economic diversifi -
cation, stimulating growth in the 
Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) 
countries, opportunities for re-
sponsible investment, activating 
environmental, social and corpo-
rate governance practices, ways to 
transition to a green environment 
through creating environmentally 
friendly businesses that combine 
sustainability and profi tability, as 
well as reshaping global trade in a 
fragmented world and how to di-
versify the supply chain.

Commenting on the importance 
of the agenda discussed at the cur-
rent edition of the forum regarding 
the environmental aspect, Chair-
man of Gulf Organisation for Re-
search and Development (Gord) 
and Chairman of Global Carbon 
Council, Dr Yousef Mohamed 
al-Horr, told Qatar News Agency 
(QNA) that the economic growth 
of any country should not come at 
the expense of a liveable environ-
ment for future generations, calling 
for this requirement to be part of a 
comprehensive approach that takes 
into account the long-term conse-
quences of climate change.

Environmental development, as 
an integral part of the Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030, and one of its 
four basic pillars, was given prior-
ity by the state of Qatar to ensure 
the promotion of economic growth 
in harmony with nature. Through 
the implementation of the Qatar 
National Strategy for Environment 
and Climate Change, the coun-
try has set a defi nitive roadmap to 
achieve a 25% emissions reduction 
by 2030. (QNA)

Qatar Economic Forum: An important annual event to discuss the state of global economyQatar Economic Forum: An important annual event to discuss the state of global economy

QEF opens up new horizons for national  
economy and international co-operation

Dr Abdulbasit Ahmed al-Shaibei Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim al-Thani

MoEHE inaugurates vocational tracks  
exhibition for students with disabilities

QNA
Doha

The Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Educa-
tion (MoEHE) opened the 

second technical and vocational 
tracks exhibition for students 
with disabilities for the academic 
year 2023-2024. Inaugurated by 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education 
Dr Ibrahim bin Saleh al-Nuaimi, 
the two-day event aims to high-
light the achievements of this 
category of students in vocational 
and technical tracks to the public.

A total of 24 schools and cen-
tres for people with disabilities 
are participating. The exhibition 
also contributes to qualifying, 
training and empowering stu-
dents with disabilities and pro-
viding them with the necessary 
skills to join the labour market in 
the future in a way that suits their 
capacities.

Director of the MoEHE’s De-
partment of Special Education 
and Inclusive Education, Fatima 

Saeed Salem al-Saadi, said in a 
statement that the event comes 
out of the MoEHE’s interest in 
students with disabilities, and its 
keenness to provide vocational 
and educational tracks that suit 
the abilities and needs of each 
of them, and to highlight their 
achievements and the outcomes 
of their creative and distinguished 
abilities, and enhancing their 
training, vocational and technical 
skills.

She explained that all inclu-
sive secondary and specialised 
schools, such as the Al Hidaya 
Special Needs Schools, par-

ticipate in the exhibition, whose 
technical track includes compu-
ter-related aspects, electronic 
activities, printing and packag-
ing, while the vocational track in-
cludes activities concerned with 
glass painting, artwork, handi-
crafts, sculpture works, among 
others.

Al-Saadi pointed out that the 
students’ tracks are determined 
in terms of his abilities, needs and 
professional inclinations, stress-
ing the importance of the exhibi-
tion in introducing and educating 
society about the capabilities of 
this group of students.

MoEHE announces co-operation initiative with Cisco academy
The Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education (MoEHE), 
represented by the Information 
Technology Section of the 
Educational Guidance Department 
announced a co-operation initiative 
with Cisco Global Academy, with 
the implementation of its pilot 
phase in 10 secondary schools for 
boys and girls until July 2024.
According to a statement 
by the MoEHE, the initiative 
aims to provide the necessary 
technical training for students 
of the technological track in 
grades 11 and 12, in addition 
to training computer teachers 
and information technology 
coordinators in cybersecurity, 
computer networks, programming 
and data science, operating 

systems, and information 
technology.
The MoEHE said that the 
content of these fields has been 
harmonised with the curricula and 
study units of the technological 
track. The initiative also aims to 
prepare the technological and 
scientific track students and 
prepare them to enrol in colleges 
that off er various technical and 
technological tracks. It also aims 
to provide them with a set of 
modern training programmes 
and accompaniments approved 
by international institutions by 
employing the content of the Cisco 
Academy platform to enhance 
their digital competencies, 
enabling them to access this 
content to follow up on their 

achievement and to pass the 
electronic tests prepared for this 
by the procedures followed. The 
platform includes various training 
courses in cybersecurity, computer 
networks, programming, data 
science, and artificial intelligence.
In this context, Senior IT Guidance 
Expert at the Educational Guidance 
Department Aisha al-Mansoori 
said: “The implementation of the 
co-operation initiative with Cisco 
Academy comes as part of the 
ministry’s eff orts to provide the 
educational field with a package of 
innovative initiatives that support 
teaching and learning processes in 
the technological field, especially 
in programming, artificial 
intelligence, and cybersecurity.” 
(QNA)
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Minister praises students’
environmental awareness
HE the Minister of Environment 

and Climate Change Dr Abdullah 
bin Abdulaziz bin Turki al-Sub-

aie, praised the environmental aware-
ness among students of public schools, 
which contributed to their winning dis-
tinguished awards.

During yesterday’s honouring cer-
emony of the students who achieved 
top places in the 2024 environmental 
drawing and essay competition organ-
ised by the Regional Organisation for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment 
(ROPME) in Kuwait, the minister high-
lighted that the Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change spares no eff ort in 
promoting environmental culture and 
sustainable awareness among students. 

He emphasised the importance of all 
sectors of society coming together to 
support the country’s eff orts in envi-
ronmental protection and biodiversity 
enrichment in Qatar.

His Excellency affi  rmed the ministry’s 
continued educational campaign, organ-
ised in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education, to en-
hance environmental awareness among 
all state school students, aiming to instil 
a culture of protecting and conserving 
the local environment as a national her-
itage. He noted that this initiative is part 
of achieving Qatar’s Vision 2030 and 

fulfi lling the objectives of the Third Na-
tional Development Strategy. A total of 
seven students from Qatar secured fi rst 
places in the 2024 environmental draw-
ing and essay competition for schools 
from ROPME member countries.

The competition held in Kuwait cel-
ebrated regional environment student 
Aisha Zaid Abdullah al-Saadi from Al 
Wakra Secondary Girls’ School. On the 
national level, winners in the environ-
mental drawing category included stu-
dent Nouf Ali al-Jamouria from Al Wakra 
Secondary Girls’ School, student Hamad 
Saad al-Misnad from Al Khor Academy, 
and student Aisha Mohamed Ahmed 
Jasim from Al Wakra Secondary Girls’ 
School. In the environmental essay cat-

egory at the national level, the top three 
places were secured by students Joudy 
Wael Abdulrahim Saad from Zubeidah 
Secondary Girls’ School, Abdulrahman 
Sayed Abu Shahia from Tariq Bin Ziyad 
Secondary Boys’ School and Duaa Saleh 
Muthanna al-Awlaqi from Al Iman Sec-
ondary Girls’ School.

The Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Aff airs co-ordinated with state 
schools keen to participate in the com-
petition, selecting 25 students in the cat-
egories of the prize, which focused on the 
theme of the impact of coral reef degrada-
tion on marine life and beaches. 

The contest saw a large number of stu-
dents from schools across the region par-
ticipating. (QNA)

HE the Minister of Environment and Climate Change Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin 
Turki al-Subaie met yesterday with representatives of several think tanks in the US who 
assumed critical positions in the consecutive US governments, on the sidelines of their 
participation in Qatar Economic Forum (QEF) set to kick off  today. During the meeting, 
the US delegation was briefed on Qatar-backed eff orts and vision pertaining to 
climate change issues at the regional and global levels, as part of Qatar’s international 
obligations. Additionally, the meeting discussed a range of national milestones to 
achieve sustainable development, which included adoption of clean energy, optimal 
utilisation of war, air quality improvement, as well as increasing green spaces and 
hosting the 2022 Qatar World Cup as a first carbon neutral tournament in the history 
of the football World Cup championships. 
HE Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki al-Subaie met with the mayors of several US 
cities who are in Doha to participate in the three-day Qatar Economic Forum 2024 which 
gets under way today. They discussed a number of topics of mutual interest, most notably 
supporting collective action regarding climate change and adapting to its eff ects, as well as 
working to achieve environmental sustainability and preserve biodiversity. (QNA)

Environment minister meets 
US think tank leaders, mayors

HE the Minister of State for International Co-operation at the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Lolwah 
bint Rashid AlKhater held yesterday a phone call with UN Undersecretary-General, Executive 
Director of the UN Off ice for Project Services (UNOPS) Jorge Moreira da Silva. The conversation 
discussed co-operation between Qatar and the UN and ways to enhance and develop them, as 
well as the latest developments in the Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian territories, as well 
as ways to bring humanitarian aid into all areas of the Strip without obstacles. Moreover, the call 
discussed the developments in Sudan, Afghanistan, and Ukraine.  (QNA)

AlKhater holds phone call with UN official

Qatar, US co-operation for digital technology investments discussed
The Ministry of Communications and 
Information Technology (MCIT) discussed 
investment co-operation prospects and 
explored new partnership opportunities 
in the digital technology sector in a 
roundtable meeting with a high-level US 
Chamber of Commerce delegation.
The meeting, chaired by Assistant 
Undersecretary for Digital Industry Aff airs 
at MCIT, Reem al-Mansoori, and Director 
of Digital Innovation Department at 
MCIT, Eman Ahmad al-Kuwari, included 
representatives from leading American 
technology and communications 
companies and off icials from the US 
Chamber of Commerce.
Also present were American business 
leaders from multinational companies, 
SMEs and startups across various sectors, 
including finance, oil and gas, renewables, 
agriculture, food, water, infrastructure 
and construction, technology, healthcare, 

and transportation and logistics.
The discussions focused on 
strengthening economic relations 
between the countries, exploring 
investment collaboration opportunities 
for businesses already operating in Qatar, 
and discussing strategies for attracting 
investors interested in entering the Qatari 
market.
Al-Mansoori emphasised the importance 
of this meeting and its role in enhancing 
communications and information 
technology co-operation between the 

countries, encouraging investment in 
these areas, and presenting available 
opportunities.
“We are committed to enhancing co-
operation in the field of communications 
and information technology with local 
and international partners to achieve 
sustainable development and to 
stimulate the digital economy in line with 
the Digital Agenda 2030,” she said. (QNA)

NHRC chief appeals for pressuring 
Israel to end brutal war on Gaza

Chairperson of the Nation-
al Human Rights Com-
mittee (NHRC) Maryam 

bint Abdullah al-Attiyah called 
for pressure on the Israeli occu-
pation to halt its brutal war and 
aggression on the Gaza Strip, 
stopping the genocide against 
the Palestinian people, address-
ing its consequences, and restor-
ing confi dence in international 
law, human rights, and their 
instruments, thereby contribut-
ing to international security and 
peace.

She made these remarks dur-
ing her speech at the seminar or-
ganised by the National Human 
Rights Committee in collabora-
tion with the Independent Com-
mission for Human Rights in 
Palestine and the Arab Network 
of National Human Rights In-
stitutions, held at the UN head-
quarters in Geneva, Switzerland, 
on the implementation of the 
International Court of Justice’s 
orders on the responsibility of 
third states to prevent genocide 
in Gaza.

She emphasised that the sem-
inar provided an opportunity to 
explore ways to stop the geno-
cide being carried out by the Is-
raeli occupation forces against 
the Palestinian people in Gaza 
for more than two hundred days, 
noting that the war has caused 
destruction, tragedies and viola-
tions exceeding those committed 
during World War II.

She stressed that the world’s 
ongoing witness to these events 
requires an international com-
munity stance in fulfi lling its 
responsibilities to protect civil-
ians. She affi  rmed that the Is-
raeli occupation’s crimes have 
reached unbearable levels, ren-
dering life in Gaza impossible 
amid the ongoing genocide of the 
Palestinian people in the region.

She called for necessity in 
urging governments to respect 
the International Court of Jus-
tice’s decisions and UN Security 
Council resolutions, which call 
for ending killings and destruc-
tion, ensuring the entry of hu-
manitarian aid into Gaza, and 
discussing and clarifying the 
roles of stakeholders, including 
national human rights institu-
tions, in compelling states to ful-
fi l their obligations as third par-
ties under international law.

She urged more eff orts to push 

governments to fulfi l their 
responsibilities as third par-
ties under international law 
to pressure the Israeli oc-

cupation to stop its brutal 
war and aggression on Gaza, 
halt the genocide against our 
Palestinian people, and ad-
dress its consequences.

Director General of the 
Palestinian Independent 
Commission for Human 
Rights Dr Ammar Dwaik, 
said that the International 
Court of Justice’s decision 
obligates states to act on 
the basis that Israel is vio-

lating its obligations under 
the Genocide Convention, 
including preventing and 
committing crime. 

Chairperson of the Na-
tional Council for Human 
Rights in Egypt ambassador 
Moshira Khattab empha-
sised that what is happening 
in Palestine contradicts the 
obligations and requirements 
stipulated by the Genocide 
Convention. (QNA)
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Davinci Motor 
to set up research 
centre at QSTP
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

Davinci Motor, an innova-
tive technology company 
from China, has signed a 

letter of intent (LoI) to set up a 
Research and Development cen-
tre at Qatar Science & Technol-
ogy Park (QSTP). 

Speaking to Gulf Times, Kevin 
Li, chief technology offi  cer, Dav-
inci Motor, said: “We plan to start 
our co-operation with QSTP on 
diff erent levels.”

“We need to have a compre-
hensive test of our vehicle in line 
with the weather conditions. We 
have a talent co-operation with 
QSTP and the colleges here. We 
have already launched one of our 
products in Qatar,” explained Li. 

The offi  cial said that several 
models will be launched in the 
coming years. “Two to three pro-
totypes will be tested in QSTP. 
Our collaboration with QSTP is 
aligned with the vision of Qa-
tar and QSTP in AI robotics and 
green energy. AI is already inte-
grated with our products,” said 
Li. According to Li, Davinci Mo-
tor products are two wheeled 
robots. “It will help people en-
joy better driving experience on 

a motorcycle. It will be a brand 
new  experience for the riders 
as they can try fast acceleration 
with great smoothness and far 
more control,” he added. Li also a 
gave a presentation about Davinci 
Motor products at an interactive 
session at QSTP.

The LoI, signed by Jingwei 
Wang, CEO of Davinci Motor re-
fl ects the dedication of Davinci 
Motor to expand its research and 
development focus on robotic 
vehicles. 

Founded in 2013, with a team 
of expert engineers from China’s 
prestigious Tsinghua University 
in Beijing, Davinci Motor aims to 
create revolutionary experiences 
in the fi eld of electric mobility. Its 
DC100, a high-performance and 
self-balancing electric motor-
cycle, is a representation of the 
manufacturer’s advanced engi-
neering and R&D capabilities.

By signing the LoI, Davinci 
Motor has showcased interest in 
collaborating with QSTP to fur-
ther its mission in developing 
futuristic technologies in smart 
mobility. At the same time, the 
manufacturer is keen to help 
support Qatar in its sustainability 
eff orts, leveraging QSTP’s robust 
ecosystem to achieve optimal 
outcomes for its research and de-

velopment eff orts. Dr Jack Lau, 
president of QSTP, said: “We are 
grateful for the interest that Dav-
inci Motor has shown in collabo-
rating with QSTP. As a pioneer-
ing and high-tech innovation 
company, Davinci Motor’s re-
solve to use advanced technology 
to create exceptional and energy-
effi  cient mobility experiences 
is highly impressive and will be 
particularly benefi cial to Qatar’s 
national goals around sustainable 
transport and energy.”

According to the LoI, Davinci 
Motor, aims to promote sustain-
able solutions as Davinci Motor 
will seek and utilise opportuni-
ties to achieve Qatar’s ambitious 
sustainability targets.

It will expand research and 
development as one of the main 
priorities for Davinci Motor is to 
set up its R&D facility in Qatar 
and use it to develop solutions 
benefi cial for Qatar and the re-
gion.

The collaboration  also aims 
to nurture top tech talent. Dav-
inci Motor intends to bring high 
technology talent to Qatar as 
part of its potential operations. It 
also aims to off er internship and 
employment opportunities to lo-
cal graduates in Qatar, under the 
guidance of QSTP.

‘Mango Mania’ unveiled ‘Mango Mania’ unveiled 
at LuLu Hypermarketat LuLu Hypermarket
LuLu Hypermarket has un-

veiled its highly anticipat-
ed ‘Mango Mania’ festival, 

featuring an array of over 75 va-
rieties sourced from 11 countries 
across the globe.

The festival, concluding to-
morrow (Wednesday) has popu-
lar mangoes from India, Yemen, 
Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam, 
Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Indonesia, 
Colombia, Brazil and Mexico, a 
statement said yesterday.

The favourites such as Al-
phonso, Badami, Mango Yemen, 
Tottapuri, Mango Colombia, 
Rajapuri, Dilpasanth, Philip-
pines Mango, Neelam, and many 
more are available.

A LuLu spokesperson, said: 
“We have spared no eff ort in 
procuring the fi nest-quality 
mangoes from 11 countries ex-
clusively for our valued patrons. 
At LuLu Hypermarkets, our 
commitment has always been to 
our shoppers, and we endeavour 
to provide them with nothing 
but the best.”

LuLu’s culinary experts have 
meticulously crafted a menu 
for this promotion, featuring a 
wide spectrum of dishes across 
the hot food, salad, bakery and 
beverage sections. From Mango 
Fish Curry and Mango Chicken 
Salad to Mango Chia Pudding 
and Mango Lassi, there’s some-
thing to delight every mango 
afi cionado.

The promotion also off ers 
special mango delicacies, pick-
led mangoes, as well as mango 
preserves, smoothies, pulps, 
juices, jellies and jams. LuLu 
Hypermarkets also has the fol-
lowing ongoing off ers: Shop to 
win 1 million Cash Prize/Gift 
Voucher & 1 million Happiness 
Loyalty Points, valid until Au-
gust 3 (spend QR50 or more at 
any LuLu Hypermarket store 
and receive an e-raffl  e coupon); 
Spend and Save, valid until 

May 22 (spend QR100 or more 
on supermarket products and 

instantly receive a QR25 LuLu 
voucher), the statement added.

Kevin Li addressing an interactive session at QSTP. PICTURE: Shaji Kayamkulam

Chapati & Karak set to
expand to Malaysia

Prof Khalid bin Ibrahim al-
Sulaiti, chairman of Aspire 
Katara Investment Company 

and general manager of Katara - the 
Cultural Village, signed a partner-
ship agreement with Mahran Mo-
hamed Saleh, CEO of the Malay-
sian company “Lemana Ventures 
Sdn Bhd”, and Hazima Zainuddin, 
chairperson of Bernas Company.

 The agreement aims to es-
tablish a new branch of Chapati 
& Karak restaurant in Malaysia, 
marking the fi rst Qatari brand spe-
cialising in food and beverages to 

open in Malaysia and the East Asia 
region, a statement from Katara 
said yesterday. At a press confer-
ence, Dr al-Sulaiti pointed out that 
the establishment of a new branch 
of Chapati & Karak restaurant in 
Malaysia crowns the partnership 
and co-operation between Aspire 
Katara Investment and Lemana 
Ventures Sdn Bhd, aiming to pro-
vide distinguished Qatari hospital-
ity services. Chapati & Karak has 
become one of the most popular 
Qatari brands in the food and bever-
age sector, off ering meals and drinks 

enjoyed by Qataris, GCC citizens, 
and tourists worldwide, he said 

Prof al-Sulaiti expressed hope 
that this partnership would see 
further development to provide 
investment opportunities in Asia, 
serving mutual co-operation in 
culture, tourism, and hospitality, 
enhancing bilateral relations and 
achieving added economic value 
for the benefi t of people. 

“This project signifi es the close 
relationship between Qatari and 
Malaysian cultures on various lev-
els,” Prof al-Sulaiti added.

Korea Tourism Organisation reveals
plan to woo Middle East visitors

By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

The Korea Tourism Organi-
sation (KTO) outlined its 
strategic initiatives aimed 

at attracting visitors from the 
Middle East, tapping into the 
lucrative tourism market in the 
region.

In a statement shared with 
Gulf Times, KTO executive vice-
president Hakju Lee shed light on 
the organisation’s plans to engage 
with Middle Eastern tourists, 
particularly targeting their high-
spending demographics.

“Although tourists from the 
Middle East constitute less than 
1% of all international visitors to 
Korea, they spend signifi cantly 
more, with an average expendi-
ture of $1,700 — 27% above the 
overall tourist average of $1,240. 
Moreover, they tend to stay long-
er, with an average visit lasting 
10.5 days, compared to the gen-
eral average of 6.7 days,” he said.

Lee was speaking at the re-
cently held ‘2024 Korea Tourism, 
Medical, and Culture Festival’, 
which served as a platform to 

commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of diplomatic relations be-
tween Qatar and South Korea.

The KTO offi  cial noted that 
medical tourists from the Middle 
East spend an average of KRW15 
million each, six times higher 
than the general average.

He underlined the importance 
of recognising the Middle East’s 
growing market potential, espe-
cially among the MZ generation 
(individuals under 54 years old), 
who are active travellers and en-
thusiasts of the Korean Wave 
(Hallyu). 

Lee noted that with Qatar 
boasting a youthful population, 
ripe for exploration of Korean 
culture, the market holds prom-
ise for future tourism endeav-
ours. To capitalise on this op-

portunity, he said KTO devised a 
three-pronged approach: First, 
the organisation plans to tar-
get Middle Eastern women with 
luxury Korean tourism off erings, 
tailored to their high spending 
habits and preference for extend-
ed stays. This involves developing 
luxury-themed tourism products 
and ramping up local promotion-
al eff orts.

Second, KTO aims to expand 
its marketing initiatives to attract 
Middle Eastern medical tourists, 
whose spending habits far exceed 
the general medical tourist aver-
age. By shifting focus towards 
cosmetic and dental treatments, 
the organisation seeks to appeal 
to this lucrative segment of the 
market. 

“Lastly, our goal is to grow the 
Free Independent Traveler market 
by targeting the MZ generation 
with enhanced online engage-
ment and marketing strategies. 

“We plan to deliver trendy and 
appealing content specifi cally 
designed for young women of the 
Middle Eastern MZ generation, 
utilising their preferred social me-
dia channels as the primary means 
of communication,” Lee said.

Hakju Lee

UDST honours Ashghal staff for training completion

Continuing and Profes-
sional Education at UDST 
held a certifi cate distri-

bution ceremony for the Public 
Works Authority (Ashghal)’s staff  
following the completion of a 14-
week training programme on ad-
ministrative development. 

Present at the ceremony were 
Dr Rachid Benlamri, vice-pres-
ident, academics at UDST, Ha-
mad Abdulla AlKuwari, director 
of CPE (Continuing and Profes-
sional Education), Dr Abdulla Ali 
S A Albehaih, assistant HR man-
ager at Ashghal, as well as, mem-
bers of the university’s faculty 
and staff .

The Continuing and Profes-
sional Education Directorate has 
tailored the training programme 
and courses based on the ad-
ministrative needs of Ashghal. 
The programme consisted of four 
modules: workplace profession-
alism, computer applications, 
Microsoft Excel and General Eng-

lish. The training provided the 
staff  with theoretical knowledge 
and applied skills related to com-
munication, business etiquette, 
time management, customer 
service, business meetings, offi  ce 
management, relationship build-
ing and more.

Dr Salem Al-Naemi, president 
of UDST, said: “As an applied 
university, our commitment does 
not end at graduation; we en-
deavour to provide organisations 
and individuals with continu-

ing educational and professional 
growth opportunities. Our tai-
lored training solutions cater to 
the diverse developmental needs 
of professionals in both the pub-
lic and private sectors, ensuring 
fl exibility and tangible benefi ts.”

AlKuwari, said: “Today marks 
a celebration of our fruitful part-
nership with Ashghal. CPE has 
equipped Ashghal’s administra-
tive staff  with essential skills, 
knowledge within their work-
place.”

Ashghal staff  completed a 14-week training programme at UDST.
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LuLu Hypermarket supports QC efforts to save infant with rare illness
LuLu Hypermarket Qatar has donated 
QR100,000 to support Qatar Charity (QC) 
in the treatment of Malkha Rouhi, an infant 
with Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) Type-1.
The contribution reflects LuLu 
Hypermarket’s unwavering commitment 
to corporate social responsibility (CSR) and 
its steadfast dedication to fostering positive 
change within the community, a statement 
said. Ali al-Ghareeb, director of the Resource 
Development Department at QC, accepted 
the donation from Shaijan M O, regional 
director of LuLu Hypermarket Qatar. 
Al-Ghareeb extended his appreciation 
to LuLu Group for supporting Rouhi’s 

treatment. He noted that collective eff orts 
are needed to combat the infant’s rare 
disease. 

According to al-Ghareeb, the estimated cost 
of Rouhi’s treatment is QR12mn. He urged 
individuals and companies to continue 

supporting QC’s drive to swiftly secure the 
required funds for the treatment. 
Shaijan expressed his honour in supporting 
Rouhi’s treatment through QC. He said: “We 
firmly believe in the strength of collective 
action and take pride in standing alongside 
Qatar Charity in this noble cause. Our 
heartfelt thoughts and prayers are with 
baby Malkha Rouhi and her family as they 
navigate through these challenging times, 
and we fervently hope for her speedy 
recovery. “It is our firm belief that every child 
deserves a chance for a healthy life, and we 
consider it a privilege to make that a reality. 
At LuLu Group International, extending a 

helping hand to those in need, especially 
concerning the health and well-being of 
children in our communities, is not just a 
responsibility but a core value. 
“Together with Qatar Charity, we are 
dedicated to making a meaningful diff erence 
in the lives of those who need it most.” Rouhi, 
a four-month-old infant residing in Qatar, 
was diagnosed with SMA Type-1 and requires 
expensive medicines and gene therapy. 
Patients diagnosed with SMA Type-1 face 
progressive muscle weakness, respiratory 
failure, and swallowing diff iculties. Without 
treatment, many of these patients do not 
survive beyond their first year of life.

QC’s Ali al-Ghareeb receiving the cheque from LuLu’s Shaijan M O.

Organisations join hands 
for Indian baby’s treatment
By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

In a gesture of goodwill 
and kindness, community 
organisations, expatriate 

groups and business institu-
tions have come together to 
support the treatment for the 
ailing Indian baby Malkha 
Rouhi. 

Under the aegis of Qatar 
Charity (QC), the entities are 
working to amass the lofty 
amount of QR11,654,028.75 by 
reaching out to the public. 

Daughter of Risal Abdul 
Rasheed and Nihala Nizam, 
Malkha is undergoing treat-
ment at Sidra Medicine with 
Type 1 Spinal Muscular At-
rophy (SMA). She has been 
suggested gene replacement 
therapy and certain expensive 
drugs which are beyond Mal-
kha’s family’s reach. 

The Qatar Indian Pravasi 
Association (Qipa) and Qatar 
Malayalees recently organised 
‘Biriyani Challenge’ campaigns 
where biriyanis were distribut-
ed on pre-order to the benefac-
tors who made donations. 

“We could reach 6,000 do-
nors even though the initial 
plan was to distribute 5,000 
biriyani kits,” Qipa general 
secretary Nishad Hassankut-

ty told Gulf Times. Qipa had 
around 100 volunteers, in-
cluding 60 from Hasaath 
Limousine Drivers Associa-
tion in Qatar.

“With a high morale, our 
volunteers reached out to even 
remote places to distribute the 
food packets on time,” said Qipa 
secretary Anna Sajin. One of 
the key practices by Muslims 
during the holy month of Ram-
adan is organising Iftar parties 
and distributing food among 
those who fast. The organisa-
tion handed over QR107,000 to 
QC offi  cials and a special drive 
is going on through social me-
dia platforms. 

Qatar Malayalees’ raised a sum 
of QR75,306 while distributing 
5,000 biriyani kits. The target, 
according to key functionary 
BIlal K T, was achieved after 150 
volunteers along with 30 co-
ordinators worked tirelessly. 

The second ‘Biriyani Challenge’ 
campaign by the collective will be 
held on May 24.

QC has urged all to donate 
for the treatment of Malkha. 
“Our campaign has started to 
evoke a response from ben-
efactors. Active support from 
organisations and individuals 
can help us achieve the goal. 
We are calling for all to partic-
ipate in the campaign to help 
the ailing kid,” Khalid Abdulla 
al-Yafi e, director of the Cus-
tomer Service Department at 
QC earlier told Gulf Times. 

The drive for Malkha, ac-
cording to the QC web-
site, has so far collected QR 
2,416,000 with case number 
206863 under licence: 
LC2023QTCH07-000032. 
Contributions can be made 
through the offi  cial website 
www.qch.qa/Malkha.

Among the business groups 

and organisations that an-
nounced support for the drive 
are: Naseem Health Care, Ali 
International Trading Estab-
lishment, Well Care Group, 
Kerala Muslim Cultural Cen-
tre, Indian Community Char-
ity Fund, Qatar Sparsham, 
Engineers Forum Qatar, Na-
dumuttam Qatar and Indian 
Doctors Club-Qatar.

Various Indian community 
organisations have decided to 
strengthen the campaign and 
urged individuals, institutions 
and business groups to support 
the drive. “Far to go to achieve 
the goal. Eff orts are on to ensure 
the participation of individu-
als and corporate groups. We 
urge all to come and support the 
initiative,” said Indian Indian 
Community Benevolent Forum 
president Shanavas Bava.

Qatar Charity campaign gathers 
business, community support

Qatar Charity (QC) 
has received dona-
tions from both the 

Care n Cure group and the 
Qatar Indian Pravasi As-
sociation (Qipa) towards 
covering the treatment 
cost of Milkha Rouhi, a 
four-month baby battling 
Spinal Muscular Atrophy 
(SMA) Type-1. The esti-
mated cost of her treatment 
is QR12mn.

Both contributions, ac-
cording to a statement 
from QC, come within the 
framework of their social 
responsibility.

Ahmad Yousef Fakhroo, 
CEO’s assistant for the Re-
sources Development and 
Media Sector at QC, re-
ceived the donation cheque 
for QR50,000 from Shana 
Abdurahiman, director of 
Care n Cure Group. 

Ali al-Greeb, director of 
the Resource Development 
Department, QC, received 
the donation cheque worth 
QR107,000 from Nishad 
Hassankutty, general sec-
retary of Qipa.

Al-Greeb expressed his 
gratitude and appreciation 
to both the Care n Cure 
group and Qipa for their 
generous contribution to 
the treatment of the baby 
Malkha Rouhi. He also 
urged people, both citizens 
and residents to support 

QC’s campaign to complete 
the fundraising for the baby 
treatment.

“The collection was 
completed through a sal-
ary challenge where our 
employees came forward 
to gladly donate an amount 
from their monthly earn-
ings,” said Shana Abdurahi-
man.

“Recognising that there 
is still a long road ahead, 
we are determined to con-
tinue our efforts. We will 
be turning to our beloved 
customers and our val-
ued external stakeholders, 
for their support in this 
cause. They can donate 
through our pharmacies 
in cash and via their bank 
card as well as through our 
POS integration to provide 
hope and assistance to 

Baby Malkha and her fam-
ily during this challenging 
time,” she added.

Nishad Hassankutty 
stated that Qipa’s dona-
tion represents collective 
voluntary eff orts by many 
individuals through a ‘Bir-
yani Challenge’, which sold 
6000 biryani meals in vari-
ous areas of Qatar in col-
laboration with Hasaath 
Sports (Limousine Drivers 
Association).

QC has launched a fun-
draising campaign for the 
treatment of this rare case, 
urging individuals and 
companies to contribute 
to providing the necessary 
treatment to save her life. 
Donations can be made to 
the campaign through the 
following link: qch.qa/mal-
kha

Qipa off icials hand over the amount raised to QC. ‘Qatar Malayalees’ volunteers 
prepare food kits during the 
‘Biriyani Challenge’ campaign.
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Qatar plane with aid for flood 
survivors reaches Afghanistan

A Qatar Armed Forces aircraft touched down yesterday in 
Afghanistan’s Mazar-e-Sharif Airport with 22 tonnes of aid 
onboard. The aid, including shelter supplies from the Qatar Fund  
for Development, is part of Qatar’s support for Afghanistan and 
its people, and for those aff ected by the floods that struck the 
northern Afghan province of Baghlan. – QNA

A delegation from Qatar 
Charity (QC), headed by 
chief executive Yousuf bin 

Ahmed al-Kuwari, participated in 
the 9th Conference on Eff ective 
Partnership for Better Humanitar-
ian Aid, held in Kuwait under the 
patronage of the Kuwaiti prime 
minister and organised by the In-
ternational Islamic Charitable Or-
ganisation.

The event was held in co-or-
dination and partnership with 
the United Nations Offi  ce for the 
Co-ordination of Humanitarian 
Aff airs (OCHA) and several other 
humanitarian organisations, with 
support and co-operation of many 
strategic partners, including the 
QC, a statement said.

The conference focused on as-
sessing the reality of humanitarian 
needs in the Gaza Strip, mobilising 
eff orts of humanitarian organisa-
tions to manage sustainable hu-
manitarian intervention, off ering 
initiatives and solutions to meet 
these needs, and sharing common 
expertise in the early recovery.

Al-Kuwari said that the QC is a 
strategic partner for the confer-
ence, given its humanitarian work 
amidst the ongoing crisis in the 
Gaza Strip.

He emphasised the importance 
of mobilising support from hu-
manitarian organisations world-

wide to meet the needs of the peo-
ple in Gaza.

He affi  rmed that the QC places 
the humanitarian and develop-
mental needs of the Palestinian 
people at the top of its priorities 
for assistance.

During his opening speech at the 
conference, he elaborated that the 
QC, with the support of philan-
thropists in Qatar, has extended a 
helping hand to the people of the 
Gaza Strip for more than 200 days 
amidst the escalating humanitar-
ian crisis gripping the region.

Al-Kuwari highlighted that the 
QC, in collaboration with the Qa-
tar Fund for Development and var-
ious Qatar-based organisations, 
participated in sending 95 aircraft 
transporting over 2,800 tonnes of 
aid, comprising 845 tonnes of food 
supplies, 1,600 tents, and 44,000 
packages of medical supplies, 
shelter kits, and clothing.

At the end of his speech, he em-
phasised that the QC will continue 
to support the people of Palestine 
as a humanitarian duty and stand 
by them in the face of their diffi  cult 

circumstances.
The one-day conference, which 

is made up of fi ve sessions, dis-
cussed the humanitarian crisis in 
Gaza, means of delivering aid, ci-
vilians’ protection, and the need of 
expanding response as well as the 
repercussions of forced displace-
ment and ways of getting basic 
needs.

The closing session witnessed 
the launch of a humanitarian 
initiative, Sanad, to enhance hu-
manitarian intervention and early 
recovery in Gaza.

QC a key partner at meeting 
on Gaza humanitarian crisis

The National Mental Health Helpline has seen a 32% surge in to-
tal calls between 2022 and 2023.

Since opening in April 2020, the helpline staff ed by a dedi-
cated team of professionals, comprising psychiatrists, psychologists, 
and mental health nurses from Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC), 
continues to respond to an increasing demand for confi dential, men-
tal health support from communities across Qatar.

Callers to the helpline are from various backgrounds and from both 
genders, with slightly higher use (56%) by females.

Most of the callers (60%) are known to the mental health service, 
and the helpline provides easy access to appointments, medication 
and advice.

New callers (40%) seek help in managing diffi  culties sleeping, anx-
iety and depression, and other psychological stresses.

Many callers also seek help and advice on behalf of a family mem-
ber, friend or colleague.

Iain Tulley, national health strategy lead for mental health and chief 
executive of the HMC’s Mental Health Service, highlighted the signif-
icance of Qatar’s National Health Strategy, which has mental health 
and wellbeing as a key priority.

“The continued dedication and expertise of those who operate the 
helpline has made a huge contribution to the health and wellbeing of 
people in Qatar,” he said.

“The team is able to respond to increasing complexity in cases and 
off er support at times of need,” Tulley continued. “The helpline is be-
coming the primary access point for men and women of all nationali-
ties ... this is refl ected in the growing demand for the service.”

The helpline has a team of professionals who off er a range of sup-
port, from assessment, brief intervention and sign posting, to help or 
facilitating referral to more specialist help and treatment.

Katja Warwick-Smith, assistant executive director of Clinical Serv-
ice Development and head of the Helpline, highlighted the diverse 
composition of the team, comprising international, multilingual, and 
inter-professional staff  to cater to the varied needs of callers.

Emphasising linguistic diversity, she noted that experts are profi -
cient in Arabic, English, Tagalog, Hindi, Urdu, and Malayalam, align-
ing with the multicultural fabric of Qatar.

Approximately 70% of callers are Arabic speakers and 22% are Eng-
lish speakers; of the remaining 8% of callers, most are Malayalam or 
Hindi speakers.

More people availing of 
Qatar’s National Mental 
Health Helpline services

Registration for ‘Police Officers of Tomorrow’ opens on Sunday
The Police Academy, represented by the Police 
College, has announced that the registration 
for the fifth edition of the “Police Off icers of 
Tomorrow” programme (Summer 2024), will 
open on Sunday via Metrash application.
The programme will start on June 22 and run 
until early August.
Addressing a press conference, “Police Off icers 
of Tomorrow” programme committee chairman 

Captain Hamad Khaled al-Mannai said that the 
programme’s key objective is to deepen the 
national identity and patriotism and ingrain them 
in the hearts of young people. The programme 
specifically targets students born in 2012-2015.
Registration kicks off  on Sunday via the Metrash2 
application, starting from 7am until 12pm.
Inquiries can be sent via WhatsApp number 
60004952.

Al-Mannai said that students who had 
participated in the previous sessions may also 
subscribe in this edition.
At the same press conference, assistant 
committee chairman Captain Mohamed Nasser 
al-Sayed spoke about the mechanisms of 
registration via Metrash2, along with the steps 
that should be followed during the registration 
process. – QNA

Qatar University (QU) has signed an 
agreement bringing together the QU’s 
College of Business and Economics and 

a number of prominent business schools across 
the African continent, including the Business 
School at Tanzania’s University of Dar es Sa-
laam, the University of the Gambia, the Uni-
versity of Ghana’s Business School, the Uni-
versity of Nairobi in Kenya, and Addis Ababa 
University’s College of Business and Economics 
in Ethiopia.

This agreement is aimed at catalysing a 
qualitative leap in business education in Africa 
through enhancing curriculum development, 
scientifi c research, and strategic management.

QU president Dr Omar al-Ansari stated that 
this agreement, supported by the Qatar Fund 
for Development (QFFD), marks the beginning 
of a journey in cross-border and cross-cultural 
academic solidarity, serving as a platform to 
strengthen ties of communication and mutual 
benefi t among our educational institutions.

This initiative embodies the spirit of solidar-
ity and underscores the importance of academic 
co-operation in building a dynamic framework 
for education, improving curricula, and en-
hancing research capacity.

“With this support, we empower faculty 
members and students to become active con-
tributors to their communities, opening new 
avenues for continuous collaboration and in-
novation to address global challenges,” he said. 
“The partnership with the Association to Ad-
vance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) 
for this initiative reinforces alignment towards 
academic excellence and the development of 
high-quality education that aligns with global 
standards.”

“The Qatar Fund for Development has aimed 
to enhance the quality of business education 

in our partner countries through intellectual 
exchanges, capacity-building initiatives, and 
strategic collaboration,” said HE the Director-
General of the QFFD Khalifa al-Kuwari.

“Our goal is to stimulate economic growth, 
foster innovation, and empower individuals 
to realise their full potential by strengthening 
partnerships with organisations such as the 
Association of Africa Business Schools (AABS) 
and international accreditation bodies,” he said. 

“This ensures that our eff orts are based on 
excellence and aligned with the best global edu-

cational practices,” HE al-Kuwari added.
“By bringing together top business schools 

from across Africa, we are building a foundation 
for continuous improvement and shared suc-
cess,” said Dean of the QU College of Business 
and Economics, Prof Rana Sobh. “This cer-
emony is not just a formality but a celebration 
of shared vision and future accomplishments.”

“Today’s signing is a testament to the power 
of international co-operation in advancing the 
quality of business education worldwide,” said 
Ihsan Zakri from the AACSB. – QNA

QU,  African universities sign collaboration agreement

A symposium on Dialogue of Civilisations 
and Religions in Promoting Family Cohe-
sion was held as part of activities of the 

33rd Doha International Book Fair (DIBF)’s Cul-
tural Salon.

Moderated by Dr Nawzad Abdulrahman al-Hi-
ti, the symposium saw the participation of Doha 
International Centre for Interfaith Dialogue board 
vice-chairperson Dr Aisha Yousef al-Mannai and 
Community College lecturer Dr Hind Mohamed 
al-Hammadi.

Dr al-Mannai said that the Doha International 
Centre for Interfaith Dialogue had addressed, 
during its annual and quarterly conferences, 
round tables and various activities, numerous 
topics that concern religion and what is consid-
ered a common denominator between them.

She added that the Centre, during the ses-
sions of the recent interfaith dialogue conference 
in Doha, discussed the importance of the family 
in religions and the importance of religious and 
educational values that societies must adhere to 
in order to achieve family integration and solidar-
ity among family members, as well as discussing 

the role of religious institutions and civil society 
organisations in supporting the family.

Dr al-Hammadi discussed the role of religious 
and cultural dialogue in enhancing family cohe-
sion from the social aspect.

She explained that humans are social beings by 
nature, living among groups and interacting with 
others, and cannot live in isolation from them.

Therefore, she said, laws have been enacted 
that determine how humans should deal with 
each other, and interact with others to live in 
peace and achieve peaceful coexistence, which 
ultimately benefi ts society.

Dr al-Hammadi said that religious and civili-
sational dialogue are important for communica-
tion, understanding, bringing viewpoints closer, 
avoiding clashes and violence, confronting the 
problems and challenges facing societies, and de-
veloping sound and healthy relationships.

Meanwhile, at the DIBF’s Knowledge Hall a 
workshop on Reading Is Another Life was held, 
presented by Munira Ali Hamad, a certifi ed train-
er in life and management skills, on the impor-
tance of reading in building human beings. – QNA

Symposium on ‘Dialogue Among Civilisations’ held

As part of the cultural activities 
accompanying the 33rd Doha 
International Book Fair (DIBF), 

a symposium on Identity and Memory 
of Place was held on the main stage of 
the fair.

The symposium was attended by 
HE the Minister of Culture Sheikh 
Abdulrahman bin Hamad al-Thani 
and a group of intellectuals and the 
book fair audiences.

Engineer and architectural de-
signer Ibrahim al-Jaidah and the art-
ist and writer Mohamed Ali Abdullah 
participated in the symposium, mod-
erated by urban planning expert Dr 
Ali Abdulraouf.

Al-Jaidah shed light on the urban 
development in Qatar since the dis-
covery of oil, as he reviewed a rare col-
lection of photographs, drawings and 
architectural plans, and discussed the 
architectural changes that occurred in 
Doha in the past three decades.

Each decade witnessed events that 
contributed to the development of 
the city, he said, pointing to the urban 
movement during the 1960s, which 
he called “Arab Deco”, a special ar-
chitectural style that appears in many 
buildings in Qatar.

Artist Abdullah gave a presentation 
containing a group of pictures that 

show the diff erent styles of archi-
tecture, including the architecture of 
castles, forts, and residential archi-
tecture, as well as the architecture of 
mosques and other buildings, includ-
ing palaces and houses, and the most 
important historical memories that 
are associated with these places.

A symposium on Aesthetics of Cit-
ies, moderated by writer Jamal Fayez, 
saw the participation of Al Wakrah 
Municipality director Eng Mohamed 
Hassan al-Nuaimi, Public Works Au-
thority (Ashghal) project manager of 
the City Beautifi cation Team Eng Jas-
sim al-Fakhro, and visual artist Sal-
man al-Malik.

Al-Nuaimi said that the city of Al 
Wakrah possesses all the elements 
that qualifi ed it to obtain the title of 
a healthy city, having earned it after 
proper planning and implementation of 
the requirements within the Qatar 2030 
strategy to provide healthcare for all.

He said that the concept of Al Wak-
rah as a healthy city is not limited to 
the health sector.

It encompasses, al-Nuaimi said, an 
integrated system of standards, serv-
ices and initiatives that improve the 
quality of life for all in society.

He said that these include increasing 
green areas, providing walking paths, 

preserving heritage buildings, and re-
viving markets, adding that the perma-
nent development of services that pre-
serve the health of a city is necessary.

Al-Fakhro spoke about the meas-
ures that enhance the beauty of cities.

He noted that Ashghal, through the 
beautifi cation team, seeks to enhance 
the cultural scene in Qatar and add 
artistic touches in diff erent regions 
of the country by integrating artistic 
works in the streets and public places, 
in addition to creating environmen-
tally friendly cities with sustainabil-
ity and urban development.

He reviewed the most important 
projects undertaken by the author-
ity, the most prominent of which were 
downtown Doha and the parks, es-
pecially the air-conditioned gardens 
that have been implemented, as well 
as the works of art that decorated the 
city of Doha.

Artist al-Malik addressed the beau-
tifi cation of the city of Doha with ar-
tistic works that enhance the aesthetic 
vision. The 33rd DIBF, which concludes 
on May 18, boasts of the participation 
of 515 publishers from 42 countries.

Oman is the guest of honour at 
this edition of the DIBF, which is tak-
ing place at the Doha Exhibition and 
Convention Centre (DECC). – QNA

Place identity, city aesthetics discussed at DIBF

Polish President Andrzej Duda arrived in Doha yesterday 
on a working visit to the country. He and the accompanying 
delegation were welcomed by HE the Secretary-General of the 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Dr Ahmed bin Hassan al-Hammadi on 
arrival at Hamad International Airport. (QNA)

Polish president arrives
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Ooredoo, Seashore Group in e-waste recycling pact
Ooredoo has announced an 

expansion of its partner-
ship with Seashore Group, 

an e-waste disposal and recycling 
service provider, a statement said.

The enhanced partnership was 
formalised through the signing of 
an agreement for the recycling and 
CSR activities of common inter-
ests. 

A successful pilot of this newly 
expanded e-waste initiative was 
fi rst launched in 2023 and enabled 
customers to bring their unwanted 
devices to select Ooredoo shops, 
where they were collected by part-
ner Seashore, with the customer 
receiving Nojoom points as a re-
ward.

The programme was recognised 
for ‘Outstanding Commitment to 
CSR’ at the Qatar CSR Award Cer-

emony last year.
As part of the new agreement, 

Ooredoo Qatar will enhance its e-
waste collection, disposal, and re-

cycling processes, while Seashore 
Group will continue to lend its 
expertise in responsibly manag-
ing Waste Electrical and Electronic 

Equipment (WEEE), ensuring that 
the e-waste generated from Oore-
doo’s operations is processed in an 
environmentally sound manner.

The collaboration will also in-
clude a series of e-waste collection 
drives, employee engagement pro-
grammes, and public awareness 

campaigns aimed at promoting the 
importance of responsible e-waste 
recycling.

Ooredoo Qatar CEO Sheikh Ali 
bin Jaber al-Thani, said: “Our 
partnership with Seashore Group 
is a pivotal element of our sus-
tainability strategy. Together, we 
are setting a benchmark for sus-
tainable business practices in the 
region and helping to cultivate 
a culture of sustainability that 
benefits both our community and 
the planet.”

Salem Saeed al-Mohannadi, 
CEO of Seashore Group, said: “At 
Seashore Group, we share Ooredoo 
Qatar’s unwavering commitment 
to environmental stewardship and 
recognise the collective impact we 
can achieve through collabora-
tion.”

NU-Q honours 
students with Media 
and Research Awards

Northwestern University 
in Qatar (NU-Q) recog-
nised more than 150 stu-

dent works, nine of which won 
research, journalism, and media 
accolades at the 11th Media and 
Research Awards. 

Every year, students submit 
academic and creative projects 
produced both in and outside the 
classroom across nine categories. 
Submissions are presented to the 
wider community and reviewed 
by a panel of industry profession-
als.

“For the past 11 years, the Me-
dia and Research Awards have 
recognised immense distinction, 
and this year is no exception,” 
said Marwan M Kraidy, dean and 
CEO, NU-Q. 

“The student submissions ex-
emplify NU-Q’s collective pur-
suit of academic and creative 
excellence in the media arts, sci-
ences, and crafts.”

The 2024 edition received a 
record 150 submissions with two 
brand new categories: sound and 
interactive media and animation. 
These included creative writing, 
documentary, moving images, 
journalistic writing, narrative 
fi ction, research, and more, ad-
dressing emerging social, cultur-
al, and political issues.

Shortlisted projects were 
judged by industry experts from 
the Doha Film Institute, Eu-
ronews, Qatar Science and Tech-
nology Park, Qatar Music Acad-
emy, Georgetown University in 
Qatar, VCUarts Qatar, and several 
local and international media and 
communication organisations. 

The judges joined the stu-
dents and the wider community 
for an open networking session 
to discuss their projects and 
ways to support their work both 
academically and profession-
ally. 

Faras Ghani, Al Jazeera news 
editor and member of the jury, 
remarked: “What stood out 
for me was their thorough re-
search and innovative storytell-
ing. Each captured nuance and 
depth, applying sound jour-
nalistic principles and creative 
flair. It’s inspiring to see the 
next generation of storytellers 
push the boundaries of tradi-
tional journalism and embrace 
new media platforms to engage 
audiences.”

“The awards brings faculty, 
staff , and students together to 
celebrate the pinnacle of student 
achievement. This has become 
our hallmark to foster a culture 
of excellence and innovation in 

media and scholarship,” said João 
P Queiroga, 2024 Media and Re-
search Awards Committee chair.

The 2024 Media and Research 
Awards is one of numerous plat-
forms showcasing NU-Q stu-
dents’ creativity and scholarship. 

The 2024 Media and Research 
Awards winners are: Creative 
Writing – Memory in Tibet by 
Randolph Liu;  Documentary 
– House of Memories by al-Jazi 
al-Mazroei and Khalid al-Thani; 
Interactive Media & Anima-
tion – Jumbo: Jewels of Realm by 
Khalifa al-Kuwari; Journalistic 
Writing – Acid Attacks: A Story of 
Survival by Mohamed Wasay Mir 
and Laiba Mubashar; Journalistic 
Visual Storytelling – Mel Aquino: 
A McDonald’s Toy Collector by 
Anudit Basnet, Khalid Aldisi, 
and Tasnim Bouziane; Narra-
tive Fiction – Umm Al Duwais 
by Maryam al-Mohamed, Noora 
Marafi h, Deema al-Ali, and Ai-
sha al-Khanji; Research & Analy-
sis – Brokers in Migration from 
Ghana to Qatar by Ishmael Bonsu 
Nyame; Sound – Pour Connection 
Art by Samip Khulal and Strate-
gic Communication – Remember, 
Refi ll, Reap-It! by Sudesh Bani-
ya, Samip Khulal, Anna Kurian, 
Sadick Mumin, Abenezer Bekele, 
and Tasnim Bouziane.

Some of the winners of the awards.

Finnish healthcare companies 
supported by the embassy of 
Finland in Doha, and in strategic 
collaboration with Biotech 
Medical Qatar, will organise a 
Finland Healthcare Seminar 
today at Sheraton Grand Doha, 
from 4pm to 9pm, a statement 
said.
“This seminal event heralds 
a transformative chapter in 
fortifying healthcare alliances 
between Finland and Qatar,” 
stated Biotech Medical Qatar’s 
chairman Mohamed Nasser A 
al-Misnad.
Aligned with Qatar National 
Vision 2030 and with a focus 
on recent advancements and 
pioneering solutions, the seminar 

aims to convene leading experts 
from diverse healthcare sectors 
for a comprehensive dialogue, he 
explained.
The seminar will be opened by the 
Finnish Minister of Foreign Trade 
and Development Ville Tavio.
Finnish ambassador to Qatar 
Pekka Voutilainen is to welcome 
the gathering.
In his keynote address, Prof 
Hanan Khalil, a renowned figure 
in the field, will delve into the 
evolution of rehabilitation 
in Qatar. His elucidation on 
groundbreaking neurological 
rehabilitation research from 
Qatar University promises 
to unveil novel insights and 
transformative paradigms.

Complementing the discourse, 
Prof Arto Hautala from the 
University of Jyvaskyla will share 
expertise in physiotherapy and 
rehabilitation, shedding light 
on best practices and emergent 
trends that are poised to redefine 
the healthcare landscape.
At the heart of the seminar’s 
agenda is a showcase of an array 
of ‘Made in Finland’ medical 
devices. “This curated showcase 
serves as a testament to Finland’s 
ingenuity and innovation 
in pioneering healthcare 
technology, off ering attendees 
a firsthand glimpse into 
cutting-edge solutions poised 
to revolutionise healthcare 
delivery,” the statement added.

WCM-Q researchers publish landmark study into proteins

Researchers at Weill Cornell Med-
icine-Qatar (WCM-Q) have pub-
lished a study that marks the 

introduction to Qatar of some of the 
world’s most advanced analytical tools 
for discovering the links between genetic 
variations, proteins and a wide range of 
diseases. 

Using a new tool to measure proteins, 
WCM-Q researchers Dr Karsten Suhre 
and Dr Frank Schmidt analysed the blood 
samples of more than 320 individuals 
from a multi-ethnic cohort in Qatar. 

The Proteograph Product Suite, al-
lowed the researchers to quantify more 
than 18,000 different peptides from 
more than 3,000 proteins. 

Bringing this new tool, provided by the 
US-based biotechnology company Seer, 
to WCM-Q further enhances Qatar’s 
emerging status as a leader in the field 
of proteomics, which is the large-scale 
study of proteins, their structures, inter-
actions, functions, and their impact on 
health, a statement said. 

Lead author Dr Suhre, professor of 
physiology and biophysics at WCM-Q, 
explained: “To understand how genetic 
diseases function, it is not enough to 
simply identify the genetic variation 
that causes the disease. We need to know 

more, how genes direct which proteins 
are synthesised by the body, in what 
quantities, and how they function. 

“So, by analysing the relationships 
between the natural genetic variations 
in the human population and their ef-
fects on specific proteins we can obtain a 
deeper understanding of how organisms 
function as a whole, and also eventually 
a greater understanding of how genetic 
diseases come about and how to treat 
them.” 

Diseases which are linked to genetic 
variants in proteins that have been ad-
dressed by the study include coronary 
artery disease, type 2 diabetes, amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis, and atrial fibril-
lation. 

Discovering the complex associations 
between genetic variants and proteins 
by merging proteomics and genomics 
research approaches is considered to be 
an extremely promising avenue for un-
earthing new therapies for a wide range 
of diseases, including cardio and meta-
bolic disorders. 

The study, published in Nature 
Communications, a leading scien-
tific journal, provides evidence that 
the new analytical tool from Seer has 
enhanced capabilities to perform a 

process called ‘protein quantitative 
trait loci mapping’ . This is the iden-
tification of links between particular 
positions on a gene and the presence 
of a certain amount of a particular 
protein, which is important because 

many serious genetic diseases are 
caused by protein dysregulation. 

Using the tool, the researchers were 
able to report in the study that they 
identified 184 protein-altering variants 
in 137 genes, which they were also able 

to associate with corresponding variant 
peptides, providing extra confirmation 
of the accuracy of their observations. 

Dr Schmidt, associate professor of bi-
ochemistry and director of the proteom-
ics core at WCM-Q, said: “To investigate 
proteins, you need a way to identify and 
quantify them in samples of human tis-
sue, such as blood. Our study shows that 
the Seer Proteograph platform enables 
us to do this with an enhanced level of 
accuracy and in high quantities—we can 
identify and quantify more proteins and 
match them more accurately with the 
genes that code each protein, so we can 
build up far more comprehensive and ac-
curate pictures of how genetic variations 
code for particular formations of pro-
teins, including formations that subse-
quently cause disease.”

Dr Khaled Machaca, professor of re-
search in physiology and senior associate 
dean for research, innovations, and com-
mercialisation at WCM-Q, said: “Pro-
teomics is an extraordinarily exciting and 
important area for research, holding huge 
potential for discoveries with applications 
in precision medicine, such as the possible 
development of new therapies for treating 
inherited genetic diseases, among many 
other promising avenues.”

WCM-Q researchers Dr Karsten Suhre and Dr Frank Schmidt.

Katara receives 171 entries for 
novel, paintings competition

Katara – Cultural Village has 
received 171 entries for the 
Katara Novel and Paintings 

Competition across the three prize 
categories.

There are 65 entries in the pub-
lished novel category, 51 in the un-
published novel category, and 55 in 
the boys’ novel category.

The highest number of entries, 
92, came from Egypt and Sudan 
combined, followed by 38 from the 
Arab Maghreb, 31 from the Levant 
and Iraq, and 10 from the GCC 
countries.

The new edition of the Katara 
Novel and Paintings Competi-
tion will select the best nine cover 

paintings for the novels that won 
the Katara Arabic Novel Award in 
its ninth edition for 2023, which 
are scheduled to be printed in Ara-
bic and other foreign languages, 
and distributed during the 10th 
edition of the Katara Arabic Novel 
Festival in October 2024, coincid-
ing with the Arab Novel Week, held 

during October 13-20 each year.
The Katara Novel and Paintings 

Competition was launched for the 
fi rst time during the Katara Arabic 
Novel Festival in its third edition in 
2017.

Though, participation in the 
initial editions of the competi-
tion was limited to Qatari artists, 
in 2020 it was opened to all Arab 
artists. 

The winner of the best cover 
painting for each novel wins a cash 
prize of $500. Besides, the winning 
painting will be printed on the cov-
er of the novel alongside the name 
of the artists, while the copyrights 
will be owned by Katara.

MoCI announces recall of BMW model

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
(MoCI), in co-operation with Alfardan 
Automobiles, has announced the recall of 

BMW R 1300 GS, 2024 model, as the top-case 
may not be securely locked and may fall off while 
driving.

The MoCI said the recall campaign comes within 
the framework of its ongoing eff orts to protect con-
sumers and ensure that dealers follow up on vehicle 
defects and repairs.

The MoCI said it will co-ordinate with the dealer 
to follow up on the maintenance and repair works and 

will communicate with customers to ensure that the 
necessary repairs are carried out. 

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry  urged 
all customers to report any violations to its Con-
sumer Protection and Anti-Commercial Fraud De-
partment, which processes complaints, inquires 
and suggestions through the following channels: 
Call Centre: 16001, e-mail: info@moci.gov.qa, X 
(formerly Twitter) – @MOCIQATAR, Instagram 
– MOCIQATAR. The MoCI mobile application, 
MOCI_QATAR, is available on iPhone and Android 
devices

The highest number of 
entries, 92, came from 
Egypt and Sudan combined, 
followed by 38 from the 
Arab Maghreb, 31 from the 
Levant and Iraq, and 10 
from the GCC countries

Finnish healthcare seminar today



Russia’s ability to mete out like-
for-like retaliation if Western 
leaders seize its frozen assets has 
been eroded by dwindling foreign 

investment, but officials and economists say 
there are still ways it can strike back.

The United States wants to seize 
immobilised Russian reserves — around 
$300bn globally — and hand them to 
Ukraine, while EU leaders favour ring-
fencing profits from the assets, estimating 
they will total €15-20bn by 2027.

Much of that money is centrally held, 
meaning it is accessible if the West decides 
to go after it.

Russia says any attempt to take its capital 
or interest would be “banditry” and has 
warned of catastrophic consequences, 
although it has been vague about exactly 
how it might respond.

Former president Dmitry Medvedev 
recently acknowledged that Russia did not 
have enough US state property to retaliate 
symmetrically and would have to go after 
private investors’ cash instead — a step he 
said would be no less painful.

Reuters spoke to six economists, lawyers 
and experts who have been tracking the 
status of assets frozen by both sides since 
Russia launched its full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine in February 2022.

The consensus among them was that one 
of the most likely countermeasures would 
be to confiscate foreign investors’ financial 
assets and securities currently held in special 
“type-C” accounts, access to which has been 
blocked since the war started unless Moscow 
grants a waiver.

Russia does not disclose how much is in 
the accounts, held by the country’s National 
Settlement Depository, a sanctioned entity. 
Russian officials have said the amount 
is comparable to the $300bn of Russian 
reserves frozen.

“Payouts on blocked assets in type-C 
accounts could start to be seized in favour of 
the state,” said Vladimir Yazev, investment 

portfolio manager at investment firm 
Aigenis.

“Additionally, the government may 
consider measures on blocking non-
exchange assets still held by unfriendly 
countries.” These assets include taxes, grants 
and private donations.

A Russian lawyer familiar with C accounts, 
who asked not to be named, said that if 
non-residents decline to take part in an 
asset swap scheme run by a state-appointed 
Russian broker, the only remaining option 
would be confiscation or foreclosure.

Under the scheme, Westerners would 
get Russians’ blocked holdings of foreign 
securities and Russians get Westerners’ 
blocked holdings of Russian ones. Retail 
investors wishing to participate have until 
May 8 to submit offers.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said 
at the weekend that there was still a lot 
of Western money in Russia that could be 
targeted by Moscow’s counter-measures. He 
said the government would also pursue legal 
challenges against the confiscation of assets.

“Russia...will tirelessly defend its 
interests,” he said.

Medvedev proposed the confiscation of 
private individuals’ Russian assets as one 
response to any US seizure of its reserves, 
adding such a move was justified by the 
“hybrid war” being waged against Moscow.

The former president, who espouses 
hardline views towards the West, is a 
close ally of President Vladimir Putin and 
maintains influence as deputy chairman of 
the Security Council of Russia.

However, since Western nations imposed 
sweeping sanctions in response to the 
invasion of Ukraine, foreign holdings in 
Russia have dropped by around 40% to 
$696bn, central bank data shows, reducing 
some of the potency of such a threat.

In addition to stakes in companies and 
physical assets, Russia could target foreign 
investment held in securities, according to one 
of the economists, who asked not to be named 
because of the sensitivity of the subject.

But experts said the latest published fi gures 
from Russia’s central bank on foreign direct 
investment showed that a sizeable proportion 

of foreign money was likely coming from 
Russian companies registered abroad.

Russia stopped releasing a country-by-
country breakdown after the invasion, but 
the last such data published for January 
1, 2022 showed that Cyprus, where many 
Russian firms are incorporated, accounted 
for almost 30% of all Russia’s FDI.

Many Russian companies are also 
incorporated in The Netherlands.

“A chunk of total FDI in Russia is really 
Russian money already,” said Gian Maria 
Milesi-Ferretti, senior fellow in economic 
studies at The Hutchins Center on Fiscal 
and Monetary Policy at the Brookings 
Institution, a US think-tank.

Russia’s state-run RIA news agency 
reported in January that Western firms’ 
assets worth $288bn were ripe for seizure in 
Russia, citing January 2022 data.

Reuters could not determine where RIA 
took its figures from, but central bank 
figures showed $289bn in derivative and 
other foreign investments at that time.

That figure had fallen to $215bn by 
end-2023. RIA also said Cyprus and The 
Netherlands, respectively, accounted 
for $98.3bn and $50.1bn of those assets, 
implying a high degree of Russian company 
ownership.

The central bank and finance ministry did 
not respond to a request for comment on the 
figures.

Moscow has already forced foreign 
companies selling assets in Russia to do so 
at discounts of at least 50%. It has placed 
other Western assets under temporary 
management and installed Kremlin-friendly 
executives.

Western companies have acknowledged 
losses totalling $107bn, a significant sum 
that goes beyond the value of physical assets.

“Russia has already snatched up affiliates 
of Western firms, often for a song,” said 
Milesi-Ferretti. But the value of seized 
assets is not just in buildings and machinery, 
it is also in the technology, know-how and 
connections attached, he added.

Energy group Shell, fast food giant 
McDonald’s and carmakers Volkswagen and 
Renault have sold their Russian businesses. 
Others including Austrian bank Raiffeisen, 
food group Nestle and US food and beverage 
giant PepsiCo continue to do business.

Another area of leverage Moscow has 
is in Europe, where the Brussels-based 
depository Euroclear holds the majority of 
Russia’s reserves.

Some politicians in the bloc are nervous 
that the euro could be adversely affected if 
other countries such as China — a Russian 
ally — start repatriating reserves as a 
precaution against them being swooped on 
down the line.

There is also the risk that Russia could, 
through court action, try to seize Euroclear 
cash in securities depositories in Hong Kong, 
Dubai and elsewhere. The worry is that this 
could drain Euroclear capital and require a 
huge bailout.

A Euroclear spokesperson declined to 
comment on what Russia might do.

“Euroclear of course takes into account all 
possible risk scenarios and strengthens its 
capital by retaining Russian sanction-related 
profits as a buffer against current and future 
risks,” the spokesperson added.

While its ties with the West have frayed, 
Russia has used a current account surplus 
of almost $300bn in 2022-23 to build up 
overseas assets - likely in so-called friendly 
jurisdictions that do not openly oppose the 
war in Ukraine, according to Milesi-Ferretti.

Russia’s efforts to reduce its integration 
into Western financial systems since its 
illegal annexation of Crimea in 2014 have 
cut dependence on foreign money, but also 
limited possible retaliation in any frozen 
asset fight, he added.

“If the aim is to retaliate, having a smaller 
amount of assets to seize makes your threat 
less salient.” — Reuters

The black-clad attackers beat up Matthias Ecke so badly as he put up 
posters in Dresden that he needed surgery. In Nordhorn, a man threw 
eggs at a lawmaker then punched him in the face. In Berlin, a pensioner 
hit a senator on the head with a bag.

Just three of the assaults that German politicians have suff ered over 
the past week as campaigns get underway for European Parliament and 
district council elections.

Tensions have always risen ahead of votes. But something has shifted, 
say parties and analysts. Assaults causing physical injury have surged 
- 22 on politicians so far in 2024, compared with 27 for all of 2023, the 
Federal Criminal Police Offi  ce said this week.

The atmosphere has also changed, coarsened by the all-out shouting 
matches stoked by social media and the divisions and rhetoric of 
populist politics.

“We are observing an aff ective polarisation. When dissenters become 
‘enemies’,” said Stefan Marschall, a political scientist at the University 
of Duesseldorf. Reuters spoke to a dozen politicians who described 

physical and verbal attacks. 
One of the main risks, most 
said, was that the hostile 
climate would scare off  
candidates or campaigners 
and ultimately skew the 
outcome of elections.

“It makes you feel you are 
not wanted here and should 
disappear,” said Michael 
Mueller, a candidate for the 
centre-left Social Democrats 
(SPD) in district elections in 
the eastern state of Thuringia.

Attackers set his house 
on fi re after he organised a 
protest against extremism in 
February.

“Giving up is now an 
option, although I would have 

never have thought it before.”
Overall, verbal and physical attacks on politicians in Germany have 

more than doubled since 2019, according to government data.
The party that has come off  the worst is the Greens, the junior 

partner in Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s coalition. Its members reported 
1,219 incidents last year, up sevenfold from 2019.

Second on that count is the resurgent far-right Alternative for 
Germany (AfD) party with 478 incidents, then Scholz’s SPD on 420.

Members of the SPD, the Greens and other parties closer to the centre 
of the political spectrum blamed the overall souring of the mood and 
rise in confrontations on AfD rhetoric.

“If you have politicians that offi  cially (say) ‘let’s hunt them down’ ... 
words shape actions,” said Niklas Nienass, a member of the European 
Parliament for the Greens. In a 2017 speech, former AfD leader 
Alexander Gauland said the party would hunt down then Chancellor 
Angela Merkel.

“Nowadays, three men shouting at me that I’m a paedophile or a 
criminal or ‘we will see where the future leads us’ or we all belong in 
front of a wall, is almost I would say business as usual,” Nienass added.

The AfD has rejected such accusations outright. Co-leader Alice 
Weidel said last week that attempts to use the news of attacks for 
political gains were “vile and irresponsible”, and that AfD politicians 
and members were themselves frequently attacked.

Politicians for the Greens said many of the insults directed at them 
increasingly had Nazi infl ections.

“People will say: go to Buchenwald, for example, or when we get into 
power we will deal with you,” said Max Reschke, head of the Greens in 
Thuringia. One of four people investigated after the assault on the SPD’s 
European Parliament member Matthias Ecke in Dresden last Friday had 
right-wing material in his home, police said. The gang that assaulted 
him, damaging his cheekbone and eye socket, had earlier attacked 
another Greens campaigner who was also putting up posters.

“It reminded me of the stormtroopers of the 1930s,” said Anne-
Katrin Haubold, a second Greens campaigner who witnessed the attack, 
referring to the original paramilitary wing of the Nazis.

Some said they were avoiding publicising campaign events ahead of 
time and had stopped branding their vehicles to avoid being targeted.

“It’s not good because our party members feel insecure if we tell them 
we now need a police protection in order to do political rallies,” said 
German Green MEP Michael Bloss.

Interior Minister Nancy Faeser said this week she wanted to increase 
legal penalties for attacks on politicians and activists and have more 
police protection for campaigners.

But the police are already struggling with their current workload, said 
the head of Germany’s largest police union Jochen Kopelke.

Politicians on the campaign trail in eastern Germany said they were 
taking their own precautions and holding more security workshops. — 
Reuters
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Russia can’t match Western 
asset seizure, can infl ict pain
By Alexander Marrow
London

While its ties with the West have frayed, Russia has used a current account surplus of almost 
$300bn in 2022-23 to build up overseas assets - likely in so-called friendly jurisdictions that do 
not openly oppose the war in Ukraine, according to Milesi-Ferretti.
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German politicians 
are facing 
growing violence

The French connection

French President Emmanuel Macron (centre) shakes hands with CEO of Arcelor Mittal, Lakshmi Mittal (third right) as he attends 
a meeting with French and Indian investors during the seventh “Choose France Summit”, aiming to attract foreign investors to 
the country, at the Chateau de Versailles, outside Paris, yesterday. (Reuters)
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Voting resumes as Kashmir poised to oppose Modi
AFP
Srinagar

India’s six-week election resumed yes-
terday including in Kashmir, where 
voters appeared eager to express dis-

content with Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s cancellation of their disputed ter-
ritory’s semi-autonomy and the security 
crackdown that followed.

Modi remains popular across much of 
India and his Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) is widely expected to 
win the poll when it concludes early next 
month.

But his government’s decision in 2019 
to bring Kashmir under its direct rule — 
and the subsequent clampdown — have 
been deeply resented among the region’s 
residents, who voted yesterday for the fi rst 
time since the move.

“I voted for changing the current gov-
ernment. It must happen for our children 
to have a good future,” civil servant Ha-
bibullah Parray told AFP.

“Everywhere you go in Kashmir today 
you fi nd people from outside in charge. 
Everyone wants that to change.”

Boycotts called by rebel groups left few 
Kashmiris willing to participate in past 
elections, with just over 14 percent of eligi-
ble voters in Srinagar casting a ballot dur-
ing the last national poll in 2019.

By the time polls closed yesterday, nearly 

36% of eligible voters in the constituency 
had cast a ballot, well below India’s average 
turnout but the highest fi gure in the con-
stituency in nearly three decades.

Kashmir has been divided between India 
and Pakistan since their independence in 
1947. Both claim it in full and have fought 
two wars over control of the Himalayan re-
gion.

Rebel groups opposed to Indian rule have 
waged an insurgency since 1989 on the side 
of the frontier controlled by New Delhi, de-
manding either independence or a merger 
with Pakistan.

India accuses Pakistan of backing the 
insurgents, a charge that Islamabad denies.

The confl ict has killed tens of thousands 
of soldiers, rebels and civilians in the dec-
ades since, including a spate of fi refi ghts 
between suspected rebels and security 
forces in the past month.

Violence has dwindled since the Indian 
portion of the territory was brought under 
direct rule fi ve years ago, a move that saw 
the mass arrest of local political leaders 
and a months-long telecommunications 
blackout to forestall expected protests.

Modi’s government says its cancelling 
of Kashmir’s special status has brought 
“peace and development”, and it has con-
sistently claimed the move was supported 
by Kashmiris.

But his party has not fi elded any can-
didates in the Kashmir valley for the fi rst 
time since 1996, and experts say the BJP 

would have been roundly defeated if it had.
“They would lose, simple as that,” polit-

ical analyst and historian Sidiq Wahid told 
AFP last week.

For voters, the election was “a referen-
dum in order to voice their disagreement” 
with the Modi government’s actions in 
Kashmir, he added.

The BJP has appealed to voters to instead 
support smaller and newly created par-

ties that have publicly aligned with Modi’s 
policies.

But voters looked set to back one of two 
established Kashmiri political parties call-
ing for the Modi government’s changes to 
be reversed.

Former chief minister Omar Abdullah, 
whose National Conference party is cam-
paigning for the restoration of Kashmir’s 
special status, said his allies had urged vot-

ers to make their feelings known.
“The point of view that we want people 

to send out is that what happened... is not 
acceptable to them,” he told AFP.

Before the changes in 2019, permanent 
residents in the Muslim-majority territory 
had enjoyed land and jobs protections.

In rural districts outside Srinagar, the re-
gion’s biggest city, army soldiers patrolled 
roads in convoys of bulletproof vehicles.

Several polling booths around the con-
stituency had more than two dozen para-
military troops guarding voter queues.

India’s election is conducted in seven 
phases over six weeks to ease the immense 
logistical burden of staging the democrat-
ic exercise in the world’s most populous 
country.

More than 968mn people are eligible to 
vote in India’s election, with the fi nal round 
of polling on June 1 and results expected 
three days later.

Voter turnout elsewhere in India has 
so far declined signifi cantly from 2019 to 
around 66%, according to election com-
mission fi gures.

Analysts have blamed widespread ex-
pectations that Modi will easily win a third 
term and hotter-than-average tempera-
tures heading into the summer.

India’s weather bureau has forecast more 
hot spells in May and the election commis-
sion formed a taskforce last month to re-
view the impact of heat and humidity be-
fore each round of voting.

Voters queue up to cast their ballots at a polling station during the fourth phase of 
voting in India’s general election in Srinagar yesterday. (AFP)

The spectacular auroras that danced across the 
sky in many parts of the world over the weekend 
are fading, scientists said yesterday, as the massive 
sunspot that caused them turns its ferocious gaze 
away from Earth.
Since Friday, the most powerful solar storm to strike 
our planet in more than two decades has lit up night 
skies with dazzling auroras in the United States, 
Tasmania, the Bahamas and other places far from the 
extreme latitudes where they are normally seen.
But Eric Lagadec, an astrophysicist at France’s 
Observatoire de la Cote d’Azur, told AFP that the 
“most spectacular” period of this rare event has 
come to an end.
The first of several coronal mass ejections (CMEs) — 
expulsions of plasma and magnetic fields from the 
Sun — came just after 1600 GMT Friday, according 
to the US-based National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA).
The event was later upgraded to an “extreme” 
geomagnetic storm — the first since the “Halloween 
Storms” of October 2003 that caused blackouts in 
Sweden and damaged power infrastructure in South 
Africa.
Excitement over the phenomenon — and 
otherworldly photos of pink, green and purple night 
skies — broke out across the world, from southern 
Europe to Australia’s island state of Tasmania.

The storm had been forecast to intensify again until 
0600 GMT yesterday, the NOAA said, adding that 
auroras could be viewable as far south as New York.
But thousands of people who came out on Sunday 
night in the hope of seeing the aurora borealis over 
the Joshua Tree National Park in California instead 

only saw the glittering stars of the Milky Way.
Lagadec said that while there were further solar 
outbursts on Sunday, it is unlikely that more auroras 
will be visible to the naked eye in lower latitudes such 
as in France.
“Only the most experienced photographers will be 
able to capture them” in such areas, he said.
The geomagnetic storm was caused when multiple 
CMEs emanated from a massive sunspot cluster 
17 times wider than Earth arrived at our planet at 
around the same time.
However the sunspot has now moved to “the edge of 
the Sun, (so) we do not expect the next coronal mass 
ejections to head in Earth’s direction,” Lagadec said.
This means the solar storm is expected to 
“progressively decrease in the coming days,” said 
Quentin Verspieren, the European Space Agency’s 
space safety programme co-ordinator.
Pointing out that hopeful aurora spotters were 
“mostly disappointed” on Sunday night, Verspieren 
told AFP it was unlikely that the celestial spectacle 
would be repeated.
“There was one fabulous night, but it has passed,” 
he said. “However, the behaviour of the Sun is really 
hard to predict.”
And we are only just entering a period of increased 
solar activity that occurs every 11 years when the 
Sun’s magnetic pole flips, which means there could 

be further extreme events in the next year or two, he 
added. When charged particles from solar winds are 
captured by Earth’s magnetic field, they accelerate 
towards the planet’s magnetic poles, which is why 
auroras are normally seen there.
But during periods of heightened solar activity, the 
eff ects extend farther toward the equator.
Unlike during 2003’s solar storms, no major 
disruptions to power or communications networks 
appear to have been reported this time around.
Elon Musk’s satellite Internet operator Starlink said 
on X that its thousands of satellites in low Earth orbit 
had “weathered the geomagnetic storm and remain 
healthy”.
Unlike solar flares, which travel at the speed of light 
and reach Earth in around eight minutes, CMEs travel 
at a more sedate pace, with off icials putting the 
current average at 500 miles per second.
Fluctuating magnetic fields associated with 
geomagnetic storms induce currents in long wires, 
including power lines, which can lead to blackouts. 
Long pipelines can also become electrified.
Spacecraft are at risk from high doses of radiation, 
although the atmosphere prevents this from 
reaching Earth.
Nasa can ask astronauts on the International Space 
Station to move to better-shielded places within the 
outpost.

Dazzling auroras fade from skies as sunspot turns away

The Milky Way shines over a Joshua Tree as 
thousands of people turned up in the hope to see 
the northern lights or aurora borealis illuminate 
the night sky over the Joshua Tree National Park, 
California, on Sunday. (AFP)

India, Iran sign 
10-year pact to 
develop port
AFP
Tehran

India and Iran yesterday signed 
a 10-year contract to develop 
and equip the strategic Chaba-

har port in Iran as India seeks to 
grow trade in west and central 
Asia.

The agreement will give India 
10-year access to use the port, lo-
cated close to Iran’s southeastern 
border with Pakistan, according to 
Iran’s Ministry of Roads and Ur-
ban Development.

The contract will in turn see 
India Ports Global Limited (IPGL) 
invest $370mn into “providing 
strategic equipment” and “devel-
oping the transport infrastructure 
of the port”.

Iran’s urban development min-
ister Mehrdad Bazrpash and In-
dia’s ports and shipping minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal signed con-
tract in the town of Chabahar, in 
a ceremony broadcast live on state 
media.

India in 2016 agreed to fi nance 
the development of the Iranian 
port as a trading hub for central 
Asia as Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi sought to revive economic 
ties with Tehran after the lifting of 
sanctions.

Modi and former Iranian presi-

dent Hassan Rouhani oversaw the 
signing of a memorandum of un-
derstanding for the provision of 
a line of credit from India’s EXIM 
Bank to develop the port.

The development of the port 
however stalled, despite waivers 
to sanctions that the US began re-
imposing in 2018 after withdraw-
ing from a landmark 2015 nuclear 
deal with Iran.

“Chabahar... can act as a focal 
point in the transit development 
of the region,” Bazrpash said at the 
signing ceremony.

“We are pleased with this 
agreement, and we have full trust 
in India,” he added.

“Iran and India are seeking to 
develop Chabahar port as much as 
possible, taking into account the 
interests of the two countries for 
joint access to regional markets,” 
the Indian minister said.

This “long-term contract sym-
bolises the enduring trust and ef-
fective partnership between India 
and Iran,” he added.

In 2019, before the outbreak of 
the Covid pandemic, both coun-
tries agreed to speed up the project 
after a visit by India’s external af-
fairs minster Subrahmanyam Jais-
hankar to Tehran.

Chabahar port is on the Indian 
Ocean about 62 miles west of the 
Pakistan border.

Four people were killed and at least 60 injured after a billboard 
collapsed during a fierce storm in India’s financial capital Mumbai, 
off icials said yesterday. The signage collapsed at a petrol station in the 
city’s east, trapping dozens of people underneath.
“So far, 60 people have been rescued from the accident site and 
admitted to hospital. Four people have died,” a statement issued by 
municipal authorities said. The collapsed billboard measured 70 by 50 
metres, according to a post on social media platform X by Mumbai’s 
police force. Mumbai was hit by strong winds accompanied by rain and 
dust storms on Thursday that uprooted trees and caused brief power 
outages in parts of the city, along with disruptions to the city’s train 
network. A “high-level inquiry has been ordered into the incident,” 
Fadnavis said in a post on X.

4 killed in Mumbai billboard collapse

An economist and technocrat with no 
military background, Russia’s new defence 
minister Andrei Belousov has been tasked 
with deploying his number-crunching skills 
and bureaucratic oversight to secure Russian 
victory against Ukraine.
Belousov has been one of President Vladimir 
Putin’s most trusted and influential advisers 
and is widely seen as his point man on all 
things related to the domestic economy.
His move to the defence ministry signals a 
shift in the Kremlin’s understanding of the 
current state of the conflict and of how it 
can beat Ukraine: by outspending Kyiv and 
outlasting the West.
“For the West, Belousov’s appointment 
as defence minister is bad news. It is the 
development of the theme of a war of 
attrition,” independent Russian political 
analyst Konstantin Kalachev said.
“The main aim is to exhaust and bleed out the 
enemy, and cause fatigue and discord among 
its allies,” he added.
Belousov, 65, is unlikely to have a big sway 
over military decisions. Instead, he will 
oversee the billions of dollars Moscow spends 
on everything from missiles, tanks and bullets 
to soldiers’ salaries and welfare payments.
Yesterday, Belousov said he would tackle 
“excessive bureaucracy” at the ministry.
The Rybar Telegram channel, which is close 
to the Russian military, said Belousov would 
oversee a “major audit and restructuring” 
of the army’s finances and approach to 
procurement.
The defence ministry was rocked by a 
corruption scandal in April when Deputy 
Defence Minister Timur Ivanov — a key ally of 
Belousov’s predecessor Sergei Shoigu — was 
arrested on suspicion of taking bribes.
As First Deputy Prime Minister Belusov has 

pushed for aggressive state spending to boost 
arms production and overcome Western 
sanctions.
Russia’s military spending has swelled to 
around seven percent of GDP this year.
“He’s somebody Putin trusts, especially when 
it comes to economic issues,” Rybar noted.
The Kremlin said Belousov’s background 
made him the right fit to take over the defence 
ministry at this juncture.
“Today the winner on the battlefield is the one 
who is more open to innovation,” state news 
agencies quoted Putin’s spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov as saying. “It is very important to fit 
the economy of the security sector into the 
economy of the country,” he added.
Valery Gerasimov, the Chief of the General 
Staff  who oversees military operations and 
reports directly to Putin is set to stay in place 
— a sign that Belousov will have little influence 
over decisions on the ground.
But his appointment signifies a growing 
belief in Moscow that victory could be 
determined by developments far away from 

the front lines. “There is an iron logic to this. 
Today, the strongest person is the one who 
can combine the war and the economy in the 
most comfortable way for the country,” said 
Alexander Sladkov, a pro-Kremlin military 
blogger.
The son of a renowned Soviet economist, 
Belousov has steadily risen through the 
government’s ranks under Putin’s quarter-
century rule.
Born in 1959 in Moscow, he graduated 
from Moscow State University and started 
his career at the Institute of Economic 
Forecasting at the Russian Academy of 
Sciences.
During Putin’s first two terms as president 
he was an outside adviser to various prime 
ministers and became deputy economy 
minister in 2006. 
When Putin stepped aside to become prime 
minister in 2008, Belousov headed his 
economic and financial aff airs team.
With Putin’s 2012 return to the Kremlin, he 
became economic development minister and 
a year later an adviser to the president.
Belousov gained a reputation as one of 
Putin’s most trusted domestic advisers. 
He was appointed deputy prime minister 
in 2020, overseeing support for Russian 
businesses during the coronavirus 
pandemic.
After Moscow sent troops into Ukraine 
in February 2022, he was tasked with 
protecting the Russian economy from 
the fallout of Western sanctions and 
reorientating it to support the off ensive.
During the conflict Belosov has been a key 
player in developing Russia’s domestic 
drone-manufacturing sector, and one of his 
last off icial big projects was boosting Russia’s 
“technological sovereignty.”

Belousov: The economist in charge of Russia’s army

SPOTLIGHT: Andrey Belousov.

Russia yesterday pummelled towns and 
villages in Ukraine’s northeastern Kharkiv 
region days after launching a surprise ground 
off ensive over the border, forcing thousands to 
evacuate. The Ukrainian army acknowledged 
Russia was “achieving tactical success” after 
launching a ground assault on Friday that 
has sparked the evacuation of almost 6,000 
people. Russia’s defence ministry said its 
troops had “improved the tactical position and 
dealt a blow to (Ukrainian) manpower” around 
border villages, including Lyptsi, and the town 
of Vovchansk. Kateryna Stepanova, 74, who 
fled Lyptsi with her son, said several bombs 
had hit her street. “We weren’t going to leave... 
but now this. Thankfully, we’re alive,” she said, 
sitting in a minibus at a gathering point for 
evacuees.

Russia pummels Kharkiv 
region in tactical success A German high court yesterday ruled that 

domestic security services could continue 
to treat the far-right Alternative for Germany 
(AfD) as a potentially extremist party, 
meaning they retain the right to keep it 
under surveillance.
The Federal Off ice for the Protection of the 
Constitution (BfV), charged with protecting 
Germany’s democratic order from extremist 
threats, has classified the AfD as potentially 
extreme since 2021.
Judges at the higher administrative 
court in Muenster upheld a lower court’s 
2022 finding that the designation was 
proportionate and did not violate the 
constitution, or European or domestic civil 
law.
“The court finds there is suff icient evidence 
that the AfD pursues goals that run against 
the human dignity of certain groups and 

against democracy,” the judges wrote.
“There are grounds to suspect at least part 
of the party wants to accord second-rank 
status to German citizens with a migration 
background.”
The party, which tops polls in several eastern 
states that hold elections later this year, has 
recently faced harsher scrutiny over racist 
remarks by members and allegations that 
it harbours spies and agents for Russia and 
China.
“The establishment of this state — and 
that includes the BfV and the media — is 
being used to exclude us from democratic 
competition,” said the AfD’s co-leader, Alice 
Weidel, adding that the AfD would appeal.
Yesterday’s ruling settles the facts of 
the case: an appeal could only involve 
questioning the way lower courts applied 
the law.

AfD pursues goals ‘against democracy’: Court
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Minister opens ‘Build Your 
House’ 2024 exhibition
The fifth edition of Build Your House  (BYH) 2024 exhibition was inaugurated by HE the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry Sheikh Mohamed bin Hamad bin Qassim 
al-Abdullah al-Thani yesterday.
The four-day event is being held at the Qatar National Convention Centre (QNCC). 
The exhibition, the minister said, reflects the crucial role of the construction sector in 
supporting the enormous construction leap the country witnesses within its ongoing 
pursuit to accomplish development projects as one of the goals of Qatar National 
Vision 2030, a statement from the Minister of Commerce and Industry (MoCI) said.
HE Sheikh Mohamed stressed that the exhibition is an opportunity to look at the latest 
technologies and the best global practices in engineering, construction, and design, 
in addition to being a distinct platform to make successful partnerships with various 
experienced companies and advisers in a way that supports national economy.

Former Turkish minister of 
foreign aff airs Mevlut Cavu-
soglu gave a talk yesterday 

evening at the Qatar Press Center 
(QPC) on The future of the Middle 
East after the Gaza War.

The event, which was attended 
by centre’s offi  cials and journal-
ists from Qatar and Turkiye, saw 
Al Jazeera journalist Iman Ayad 
and Cavusoglu address the events 
of October 7 in Israel, the ardu-
ous negotiation paths, and eight 

months of questions and narra-
tives and the role of the Qatar’s ef-
forts at mediation.

They also addressed the charac-
teristics of the geopolitical trans-
formation and its repercussions on 
the region and the world.

Tapping into his years of expe-
rience at the helm of Turkish di-
plomacy, Cavusoglu spoke about 
the dimensions of the regional and 
international scene and the role 
of mediation in order to achieve 
peace in the region, and shared 
his experiences talking to youth at 
universities in some countries.

“As war evolved in Gaza and 

in Ukraine, there has been an in-
crease in the number of irregular 
migrants,” he said. “(Then there 
are issues like) climate change, cy-
bersecurity attacks...other uncer-
tainties...the international system 
has been in decline.”

“So how can we resolve the 
crises through diplomacy?” the 
former minister posed. “Turkiye 
has exerted many eff orts with our 
best partner Qatar to reach a solu-
tion.”

“The war on Gaza is unprece-
dented with the 35,000-plus death 
toll, most of them women and chil-
dren,” Cavusoglu continued. “In 
addition, 2.5mn civilians have been 
displaced and deprived of their ba-
sic needs.”

“The aggression perpetrated by 
Israel against Gaza is a war crime,” 
he stated. “It took the UN Security 
Council 171 days to call for a cease-
fi re during the month of Ramadan, 
but Israel did not implement it.”

“Turkiye and Qatar are exert-
ing tremendous eff orts to support 
Hamas, which has accepted the re-
cent Egyptian, Qatari and Ameri-
can solution (for a ceasefi re), but 
(that) has been stalled by Israel,” 
Cavusoglu said.

“We believe that the Organisa-
tion of Islamic Co-operation (OIC) 
and the Arab League are a good 
start to resolve this question, but 
it is very diffi  cult to decide,” he 
noted. “My only hope at this mo-
ment is the reaction of the youth 
in the US, Western countries and 
elsewhere.”

“Unfortunately, you can see 
how students, professors and 
academics are (being) treated in 
the US and in Western countries, 
who have been lecturing us about 
the freedom of expression and the 
freedom of the press,” Cavusoglu 
remarked.

“Everyone with a conscience 
should stand up for the Palestinian 
cause,” the former top diplomat 
said. “We should act all together to 
stop this war. Israel has been try-
ing to shift the tension to Lebanon, 
Syria and Iran by violating inter-
national law with its aggression on 
Iran’s diplomatic mission, to shift 
focus and gain the support it has 
lost.”

“Turkiye has made tremen-
dous eff orts to prevent this shift,” 
he stated. “(Turkiye is doing this) 
through diplomatic eff orts and 
strong messages to Israel and by 

supporting Qatar and Egypt to fa-
cilitate humanitarian aid.”

“We have been talking to and 
reaching out to foreign minis-
ters, but no outcome has been 
achieved,” Cavusoglu lamented.

“However, we should continue 
our eff orts and impose strong 
economic measures on Israel,” he 
stressed. “The Muslim communi-
ties must also be united in order to 
take eff ective measures.”

“As the GCC countries are 
united, they can, together with 
Turkiye, work to encourage East-
West corridors and North-South 
relations,” Cavusoglu added. “We 
should try diff erent mechanisms 
through bi-lateral, tri-lateral and 
regional ties.”

He said that the Turkish vi-
sion strongly supports Qatar and 
Egypt’s efforts for an uncondi-
tional ceasefire in Gaza and the 
exchange of hostages and prison-
ers.

“The protection of civilians has 
to be guaranteed,” Cavusoglu em-
phasised. 

“Turkiye proposes to make any 
peace agreement permanent and 
not to go back to confl ict,” he said, 
adding: “As the saying goes ‘it 

takes two to tango’...the two-state 
solution is the answer, with East 
Jerusalem as the capital of Pales-
tine.”

“If there is no fair peace, there is 
no peaceful solution,” Cavusoglu 
pointed out. “Both sides have to 
agree. We need to increase our ef-
forts and get the support of the US, 
we have to be realistic.”

“(Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu) is trying to sus-
tain his extremist government, 
Israel should be stopped and held 
accountable for war crimes,” he 
said.

Concerning a question on the 
future of Hamas, the former Turk-
ish foreign minister said: “Hamas 
was elected in 2006, it is not a ter-
rorist organisation.”

“Hamas has a presence in Qatar 
as they are taking part in the dia-
logue,” he pointed out. “Also, the 
Western leadership want Hamas to 
stay in Qatar.”

“Palestinian political parties 
should reconcile,” Cavusoglu said. 
“In any political settlement, Ha-
mas will be an important actor...
even Israel accepts that.”

“Hamas is defending the rights 
of Palestinians,” he concluded.

QPC seminar 
on future of 
Middle East 
after Gaza war
By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

Cavusoglu with journalist  Iman 
Ayad at the event. 
PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam

Right: A section of audience.
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Also present from the Malay-
sian side were Foreign Minister 
Mohamed Haji Hasan, Minister 
of Investment, Trade and Indus-
try Tengku Zafrul Tengku Abdul 
Aziz, Minister of Higher Education 
Zambry Abdul Kadir, along with a 
number of senior offi  cials members 
of the accompanying delegation.

His Highness the Amir and the 
Malaysian prime minister held a 
bilateral meeting during which 
they discussed a number of topics 
of common interest. – QNA

Amir, 
Malaysian 
PM hold talks 
on boosting 
trade ties
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