
PM receives phone
call from UN 
secretary-general
HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani received a phone call 
yesterday from UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres. They 
discussed developments in the 
Gaza Strip and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, especially 
the joint mediation eff orts 
to end the war on the Gaza 
Strip, releasing prisoners and 
hostages, getting humanitarian 
aid sustainably into all areas 
throughout the Strip, in addition 
to the latest developments in 
the region. (QNA)
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HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani met, at the Ritz-Carlton Doha hotel yesterday, a delegation from the US members of the 
Congress. The delegation comprised member of House Foreign Aff airs Subcommittee on the Indo-Pacific, 
Representative Ami Bera, member of the Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation, 
Representative Salud Carbajal, Democratic Representative Derek Kilmer, member of the Financial 
Services Committee Juan Vargas, Republican Representative and Chairman of the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Homeland Security Dave Joyce, and the Republican Representative member of the 
House Committee on Financial Services Lance Gooden during their visit to the country. The meeting 
discussed Qatar-US close strategic ties and ways to strengthen them, in addition to the developments in 
the Gaza Strip and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, particularly the joint mediation eff orts aimed at 
ending the war on the Gaza Strip, and latest developments in the region. (QNA)

PM meets US Congress delegation

HMC, PHCC open new ambulatory dialysis unit

Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC) 
and Primary Health Care Corpora-
tion (PHCC)) opened a new eight-

bed ambulatory dialysis unit at Muaither 
Health Center, as part of a joint initiative 
between the two institutions to bring life-
changing services closer to patients.

Head of Nephrology at HMC Dr Hassan 
al-Malki said the new ambulatory dialy-
sis unit is a unique collaboration between 
HMC and PHCC to off er patients more 
convenient access to dialysis services at 
Primary Healthcare Centres. He added 
the dialysis unit can accommodate eight 
outpatients at a time with morning and 
evening shifts, three days a week.

The Muaither unit is one of four dialy-

sis units established for kidney patients. 
The PHCC Al Wakra collaboration began in 
2001 with 10 stations; with gradual exten-
sions the facility off ers 23 stations.

A second location at PHCC Al Shehaniya 
was initiated in 2009 and today houses 12 
stations. Meanwhile, a dialysis unit at the 
Al Shamal PHCC has 10 stations for pa-
tients.

Executive Director of Operations at 
PHCC, Dr Samya Ahmad al-Abdulla, said 
the unit will play a crucial role in improv-
ing access to dialysis services, enabling 
patients to receive this regular treatment 
closer to their homes, ultimately enhanc-
ing the overall quality of care for our pa-
tients.(QNA)

Signing of 20 MoUs 
at QEF 2024 ‘to boost
Qatar’s FDI infl ow’
By Peter Alagos
Business Reporter

The signing of 20 memo-
randums of understand-
ing (MoUs), including 18 

international MoUs, during the 
upcoming Qatar Economic Fo-
rum (QEF) 2024 is expected to 
enhance foreign direct investment 
(FDI) and attract additional FDI to 
the country, an offi  cial told Gulf 
Times.

“The nature of the MoUs and 
the partnerships [to be signed at 
the forum] indicate the direction 
in which entities are moving to-
wards enhancing foreign direct 
investment and attracting addi-
tional investment to Qatar,” stated 
Sheikh Ali bin Abdullah bin Khali-
fa al-Thani, the chairperson of the 
Permanent Supreme Committee 
organising QEF 2024.

“There are other factors that 
could also enhance this, but gen-
erally, it is through the participa-
tion of high-level delegations and 

by the MoUs that are going to be 
signed during the forum.”

During a press conference yes-
terday, Sheikh Ali noted that the 
fourth edition of the forum, which 
will run from May 14-16 in Doha, 
is expected to gather 2,300 partici-
pants, including 1,300 active lead-
ers in international fi rms and or-
ganisations, in addition to 200 local 
and international media outlets.

Sheikh Ali said 10 MoUs were 
signed in the previous edition. 
However, he noted that the fo-
rum has been seeing “a qualitative 
shift from one session to another,” 
as translated by the number of in-
ternational agreements unveiled 
during the event, in addition to 
the great interest from interna-
tional political and economic ac-
tors. To Page 3

Sheikh Ali bin Abdullah bin Khalifa al-Thani (centre) explaining about 
QEF 2024 yesterday, flanked by Mubarak bin Ajlan al-Kuwari and 
Jassim Mohamed al-Khori. PICTURE: Thajudheen

Israel strikes Gaza as UN 
warns of ‘epic’ disaster
AFP
Rafah

Israeli strikes yesterday hit parts of Gaza including 
Rafah where Israel expanded an evacuation order 
and the UN warned of an “epic” disaster if an out-

right invasion of the crowded city goes ahead.
AFP journalists, medics and witnesses reported 

strikes across the coastal territory, where the UN says 
humanitarian relief is blocked after Israeli troops de-
fi ed international opposition and entered eastern Ra-
fah this week, eff ectively shutting a key aid crossing 
and suspending traffi  c through another.

At least 21 people were killed during strikes in cen-
tral Gaza and taken to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in 
Deir al-Balah city, a hospital statement said.

Bodies covered in white lay on the ground in a 
courtyard of the facility. A man in a baseball cap 
leaned over one body bag, clasping a dust-covered 
hand that protruded.

The feet of another corpse poked from under a 
blanket bearing the picture of a large teddy bear. In 
Rafah, witnesses reported intense air strikes near the 
crossing with Egypt, and AFP images showed smoke 
rising over the city. Other strikes occurred in north 
Gaza, witnesses said.

Hamas yesterday accused Israel of “expanding the in-
cursion into Rafah to include new areas in the centre and 
the west of the city”.

Israeli troops on Tuesday seized and closed the Pal-
estinian side of the Rafah crossing — through which 
all fuel passes into Gaza — after ordering residents of 
eastern Rafah to evacuate.

While mediation eff orts towards a truce and hos-
tage release appeared to stall, Hamas’s armed wing 
released a video of a captive seen alive in Gaza — the 
third such footage released in less than a month.

The new evacuation order for eastern Rafah, posted 
on X by military spokesman Avichay Adraee, said the 
designated areas had “witnessed Hamas activities in 
recent days and weeks”.

A Palestinian girl carries a toddler as people flee 
Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip to a safer location 
yesterday. (AFP)

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar Foundation (QF), attended yesterday QF’s 
Annual Alumni Forum, as a new award celebrating graduates was announced. HE Sheikha Hind bint 
Hamad al-Thani, Vice Chairperson and CEO of QF, ministers, other dignitaries, and leaders of industry 
and business, were present. PICTURE: Aisha al-Musallam. Page 12

Sheikha Moza attends Qatar 
Foundation’s Annual Alumni Forum

Israel’s evacuation orders to 
Palestinian civilians trapped in 
the southern Gazan city of Rafah 
are “unacceptable”, EU chief 
Charles Michel wrote yesterday 
on X.
Earlier yesterday, Israel’s military 
ordered Palestinians to leave more 
areas of eastern Rafah and the 
northern Gaza Strip as it pressed 

ahead with its fight against Hamas 
militants.
“Evacuation orders for civilians 
trapped in Rafah to unsafe zones 
are unacceptable,” wrote Michel, 
the head of the European Council 
representing the EU’s 27 member 
countries.
“We call on the Israeli 
government to respect 

international humanitarian law 
and urge not to undertake a 
ground operation in #Rafah,” he 
added.
“Crossing points must be fully 
functioning and allow essential 
humanitarian assistance to get 
through amidst raging famine.”
Michel also called for eff orts to get 
a lasting ceasefire to continue.

EU chief condemns Israel’s evacuation orders



Qatar, represented by the 
Ministry of Culture, and the 
Sultanate of Oman, represented 
by the Ministry of Culture, 
Sports, and Youth, signed the 
executive programme for the 
memorandum of understanding 
in the culture field. 
The agreement was signed by 
Assistant Undersecretary for 
Cultural Aff airs at the Ministry 
of Culture Dr Ghanem Mubarak 
al-Ali and Undersecretary 
of Culture at the Ministry of 
Culture, Sports, and Youth in 
the Sultanate of Oman Saeed 
bin Sultan al-Busaidi on the 
sidelines of the 33rd edition of 
the Doha International Book 
Fair. 
The memorandum of 
understanding provides for the 
exchange of support in the fields 
of books, publishing, authorship, 
translation, digitisation, book 
fairs, music, theatre, libraries, 
archiving, protection and 
promotion of intangible cultural 

heritage, strengthening co-
operation between cultural 
institutions, exchanging the 
organization of cultural events 
and activities, exchanging 

expertise, and conducting 
joint courses, in addition to 
co-operation in the field of 
intangible cultural heritage. The 
agreement will be in eff ect for 

the years 2024 and 2025, and 
the two parties will support the 
existing cooperation between 
them in the cultural and artistic 
fields. (QNA)
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Qatar, Oman sign cultural co-operation agreementOffi  cial

Amir condoles with Bahrain king

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, His Highness 
the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani and HE the 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani sent cables of condolences to King 
Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifah of the Kingdom of Bahrain on the death of 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Salman bin Khalid al-Khalifah. (QNA)

Qatar expresses full solidarity with 
Afghanistan in facing floods calamity

Qatar has expressed its full solidarity with Afghanistan in face of the 
destruction caused by massive floods hitting the Baghlan province, 
in the north of the country, which resulted in deaths and injuries. In a 
statement yesterday, the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs stressed Qatar’s firm 
support to Afghanistan and its brotherly people, and voiced its complete 
readiness to cooperate with the relevant authorities in Afghanistan 
to provide all means to help overcome crises. The ministry expressed 
Qatar’s condolences to the families of the victims, wishing the wounded 
a speedy recovery. (QNA)

Cavusoglu to speak at QPC
Qatar Press Center (QPC) is hosting 
Mevlut Cavusoglu, former minister 
of foreign aff airs of Turkiye, for a 
seminar titled ‘The future of the 
Middle East after Gaza war,’ on 
Monday at 6.45pm. The discussion 
will focus on how Turkiye is playing 
an eff ective role across the region 
in shaping its future after Gaza war. 
The event at QPC headquarters will 
be moderated by presenter Iman 
Ayyad, QPC announced on X.

In brief

Minister highlights Qatar’s experience in reviving 
ecosystems at UN Forum on Forests in New York
QNA
New York

HE the Minister of Environ-
ment and Climate Change 
Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz 

bin Turki al-Subaie showcased 
Qatar’s eff orts and national expe-
rience in reviving ecosystems and 
the qualitative initiatives launched 
to preserve nature, during a high-
level roundtable discussion on 
“Forest-based solutions to the 
triple planetary crises: A focus on 
people, science, technology, and 
fi nance”.

During the meeting held as part 
of the 19th session of the United 
Nations Forum on Forests at the 
UN headquarters in New York, HE 
al-Subaie affi  rmed that Qatar has 
launched numerous scientifi c ini-
tiatives based on nature-based so-
lutions (NbS) to enhance biodiver-
sity, recycle water, protect coasts, 
and preserve the environment in 
collaboration with specialized re-
search centres. 

He pointed out that one of these 
initiatives has contributed to the 
preparation of maps for all ar-
eas suitable for agriculture. These 
maps have also identifi ed the types 
of trees and crops suitable for each 
region, especially coastal areas. HE 

al-Subaie explained that this NbS 
initiative has contributed to en-
riching and sustaining the coun-
try’s coastal areas through the ex-
pansion of tree forests in natural 
reserves, adding that these forests 
have shown great potential in en-
hancing biodiversity, improving 
food security, and their ability to 
sequester carbon and produce oxy-

gen. He stressed the state’s success 
in overcoming all the challenges 
it faced in developing coastal ar-
eas, including rising temperatures, 
high salinity, and limited arable 
land.

HE the Minister of Environ-
ment and Climate Change drew 
attention to Qatar’s green eff orts 
within the framework of relying 

on NbS, which included expanding 
the establishment of green belts 
throughout the country. In 2022, 
Qatar announced a project to plant 
10mn trees by 2030. In the same 
year, the One Million Trees ini-
tiative was launched. He affi  rmed 
that the state’s offi  cial eff orts have 
resulted in the preparation of a na-
tional programme for the rehabili-

tation and conservation of marine 
ecosystems on all the country’s 
coasts and beaches, explaining 
that this programme has contrib-
uted to enriching and supporting 
marine biodiversity by protecting 
and conserving seagrass beds and 
coral reefs.

Concluding his speech before 
the delegations of countries par-
ticipating in the roundtable, HE Dr 
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki 

al-Subaie said that based on Qa-
tar’s belief in the need for inter-
national co-operation to combat 
climate change, Qatar is ready to 
share its successful experience in 
establishing green belts and plant-
ing coastal trees with all friendly 
and sisterly countries that have 
similar conditions, which will 
contribute to international co-op-
eration to preserve and protect the 
green planet.

HE the Minister of Environment and Climate Change Dr Abdullah bin 
Abdulaziz bin Turki al-Subaie speaking at the event.

Qatar attends Global Roundtable  

on ICT Security Capacity-Building

Qatar participated in the fi rst High-
Level Global Roundtable on ICT 
Security Capacity-Building, held 

at United Nations (UN) Headquarters 
in New York. The Qatari delegation was 
headed by Engineer Abdulrahman bin Ali 
al-Farahid al-Malki, president of the Na-
tional Cyber Security Agency (NCSA). 

In his speech during the main panel 
discussion titled ‘Building Cyber Resil-
ience for Sustainable Development by 
Bridging the Global Capacity Gap’, he 
emphasised Qatar’s readiness to share its 
expertise in building capabilities at the 
national level. Al-Malki also participated 
in the fi rst sub-session titled ‘Enhancing 
Governance Policies and Processes’ as 
an offi  cial speaker during which he high-
lighted Qatar’s experience in developing 
national strategies.  

The high-level meeting was attended 
by senior offi  cials from the UN Member 
States concerned with the fi eld of ICT 
security, and a number of representatives 
from countries. The meeting focused on 
unifying eff orts and visions to enhance 
international capabilities in information 
security and cybersecurity. On the side-
lines of the meeting, the NCSA president 
met with HE Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin Saif 
al-Thani, Permanent Representative of 
Qatar to the UN. He also conducted bilat-
eral meetings with heads of cybersecurity 
entities in both Jordan and Singapore with 
the aim of enhancing bilateral coopera-
tion in relevant fi elds.

NCSA president Engineer Abdulrahman bin Ali al-Farahid al-Malki 
at the event.

Engineer Abdulrahman bin Ali al-Farahid al-Malki meeting with 
HE Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin Saif al-Thani.

Palestinian women and children icon of 
steadfastness, strength in world: AlKhater
QNA
Doha

HE the Minister of State 
for International Co-
operation at the Min-

istry of Foreign Affairs Lolwah 
bint Rashid AlKhater participat-
ed in the “Women for Palestine” 
conference, which was held in 
Doha, under the theme ‘Safety 
is my right’.

In a speech before the confer-
ence, HE AlKhater affi  rmed that 
safety is a legitimate right for 
every human being, a right that 
religions have established and 
guaranteed by laws and regula-
tions, adding that the message 
of the conference to the women 
and children of Palestine is that, 
with their patience, they have be-
come an icon of steadfastness and 
strength in the entire world. 

Their patience and steadfast-
ness led to a global awakening 
that extended from east to west, 
an awakening that goes beyond 
the boundaries of the Palestine 
question to a real accountabil-
ity and a radical review of the 
prevailing Western civilization-
al model with all its concepts 
about freedom, equality, wom-
en’s liberation and progress, she 
said. “Therefore, women, men 
and children of Palestine, we say 
that all of us and humanity owe 
you a lot.”

HE AlKhater said that there is 

much talk about the Palestinian 
woman, the Arab woman and the 
Muslim woman, but most of it is 
a talk in the name of women... 
a talk about women... and a talk 
commenting on the topic of wom-
en. So everyone tries to be wom-
en’s messenger and voice, but no 
one has appointed them as guard-
ians of their issues and saviours of 
them from the darkness.

Addressing the participants of 
the conference, HE the Minister of 
State for International Co-oper-
ation highlighted the importance 
of such eff orts, meetings and ac-
tivities in which Arab and Mus-
lim women speak for themselves, 
starting from a solid civilizational 
foundation that establishes an 
authentic intellectual approach. 
Finding such authentic, active and 
advocating voice that defends the 
nation’s issues in every fi eld re-
quires encouragement, knowledge 
acquisition, and daring to seek the 

right, she said.
HE the minister noted that Pal-

estinian women inherited their 
courage, faith, strength and pa-
tience from the ancient history of 
their nation. They are female lead-
ers and role models who were fa-
mous for their loyalty, strength of 
character, and solidity of stance, 
and who contributed, along with 
their brothers, to spreading the 
message and building the Arab and 
Islamic civilization.

HE the minister renewed Qa-
tar’s fi rm commitment to sup-
porting the Palestinian people 
until they achieve all their legiti-
mate rights, especially the right 
to self-determination and the 
establishment of their independ-
ent state with Al-Quds Al-Sharif 
as its capital, noting that Qatar 
is continuing its diplomatic and 
mediation eff orts in order to stop 
the aggression and its disastrous 
eff ects. (QNA)

Education ministry concludes activities of scientific training camp
The Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education concluded the 
activities of the Scientific Training 
Camp (STEMFD), which was 
organised, in co-operation with the 
management of Qatar Technical 
Secondary School for Girls, and 
continued for 12 days.
The Science Training Camp 
aimed at providing a distinctive 
educational experience in the fields 
of science, technology, engineering, 

and mathematics through the 
implementation of a set of academic 
projects that enhance the skills 
of the 21st century, achieve Qatar 
National Vision 2030, and contribute 
to providing comprehensive 
experiences to enable students 
to search for solutions to real-
life problems, thus contributing 
to achieving the sustainable 
development goals.
Executive Director of the project 

Lamia al-Hayki pointed out that 44 
students from 12 preparatory and 
secondary schools, of which 5 for 
boys and 7 for girls, participated 
in the camp. They were selected 
according to the geographical 
scope of the camp’s headquarters. 
Assistant Undersecretary for 
Educational Aff airs Maha Zayed 
al-Ruwaili and Director of the 
Curriculum and Learning Resources 
Department (National Project 

Leader) at the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education Sarah al-
Shraim paid a visit to the camp, 
during which they praised students’ 
projects to find appropriate 
solutions to the challenges facing 
farmers in Qatar using various 
tools and means that encompass 
the six areas of the camp, namely 
science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics and financial and 
digital knowledge (STEMFD). (QNA)



3Gulf Times
Sunday, May 12, 2024

QATAR

Qatar University yesterday celebrated the graduation of the 47 batch of female students from the College 
of Arts and Sciences in the presence of HE the Minister of State and President of the Qatar National 
Library Dr Hamad bin Abdulaziz al-Kuwari. The university said in a statement that the graduating batch 
comprised 1,072 graduates from various college specialisations. Addressing the graduation ceremony, 
HE Dr Hamad bin Abdulaziz al-Kuwari said that the graduation is the beginning of a new journey in life, 
since the university is not only a place for education, but rather it is a very important stage in a person’s 
development. He added that Qatar University was able to achieve a prominent position in the field 
of education, and continues to advance in the universities ranking. HE Dr al-Kuwari urged the female 
graduates to commit to being loyal to the university’s faculty members, and to the memories they 
gathered at the university during their studies. (QNA)

Qatar University celebrates female graduation from College of Arts and Sciences

Doha Bank has announced the 
release of its state-of-the-art 
mobile banking app, redefining 
how customers handle their 
finances on the go, a statement 
said. Through the seamless 
integration of eff ective security 
measures with intuitive 
interfaces, customers now have 
secure banking experience at 
their fingertips with the all-new 
mobile banking app. 
Customers have control over their 
funds via its numerous wide ranges 
of functions personalised to satisfy 
various banking needs, including 
monitoring account activity, 
moving money, paying bills, and 

accessing a suite of financial 
services anytime, anywhere.
“We are excited to present our 
customers with our cutting-edge 
mobile banking application. This 
state-of-the-art platform reflects 
our continuous commitment 
to leveraging technology 
to enhance our customers’ 
banking experiences. Given the 
application’s robust security 
features, user-friendly design, and 
wealth of functionality, we are 
confident that users will be able 
to manage their money like never 
before,” stated Doha Bank Group 
CEO Sheikh Abdulrahman bin 
Fahd al-Thani.

MoPH, partners 
celebrate vital role 
played by nurses, 
and midwives
QNA
Doha

In honour of International Day 
of the Midwife (May 5) and In-
ternational Nurses Day (May 

12), the Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) has joined together with 
Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC) and Primary Health Care 
Corporation (PHCC) to recognise 
the invaluable contributions of 
Qatar’s skilled and diverse nursing 
and midwifery workforce.

Assistant Minister for Health 
Aff airs of the Ministry of Public 
Health Dr Salih al-Marri high-
lighted the signifi cance of these 
days, stating: “These international 
days provide a special opportu-
nity to acknowledge and celebrate 
the noble professions of nursing 
and midwifery, and appreciate the 
incredible dedication of the thou-
sands of nurses and midwives in 
Qatar who play such an important 
role in providing high-quality care 
to patients across our healthcare 
sector.”

Acting Chief Nursing Offi  cer at 
HMC Mariam al-Mutawa expressed 
her pride, noting: “For the fi rst time, 
we are celebrating together the In-
ternational Day of the Midwife and 
International Nurses Day to pro-
vide an opportunity to honour the 
remarkable contributions made by 
nurses here in Qatar and globally. 
Nursing off ers one of the most ful-
fi lling and dynamic career paths for 
both men and women. 

“Beyond providing essential di-
rect patient care, nurses are lead-
ers, innovators, educators, and 
catalysts for change who can fa-
cilitate improved access to health-
care and achieve performance 
improvements. I am honoured to 

be a nurse leader and proud of the 
exceptional nurses and midwives I 
work with in Qatar.”

Director of Nursing at PHCC 
Ebtesam Abdulla highlighted the 
critical role nurses play in primary 
health care, adding: “International 
Nurses and Midwives Day is a great 
occasion to acknowledge the vital 
role nurses play in primary health 
care. “Here at PHCC, our nurses 
are the cornerstone of our system, 
providing compassionate, holistic 
care to our community. They are 
not just caregivers; they are advo-
cates, educators, and health part-
ners, ensuring the well-being of 
every individual they serve. They 
are with our community at every 
step of their healthcare journey. 
Today, we honour and celebrate 
their unwavering dedication, pro-
fessionalism, and the extraordi-
nary impact they make in the lives 
of our patients and their families.”

Through the Qatar Nurses As-
sociation, Qatar actively partici-
pates in the International Council 
of Nurses (ICN), a global federa-
tion representing approximately 
28mn nurses worldwide across 
more than 130 national nursing 
associations. 

The Qatar Nurses Association 
encourages all nurses and mid-
wives living and working in Qatar 
to participate and help promote 
the profi le of nursing in Qatar.

“Our nurses are the 
cornerstone of our system, 
providing compassionate, 
holistic care to our 
community. They are not 
just caregivers; they are 
advocates, educators, and 
health partners, ensuring 
the well-being of every 
individual they serve”

‘Doha, Budapest expanding 
co-operation in diverse areas’
QNA
Doha

President of the Hungarian 
Institute of International 
Aff airs (HIIA), Gladden 

Pappin, affi  rmed that the co-
operation between his country 
and Qatar has recently witnessed 
great development and various 
forms, thanks to the common 
desire to strengthen bilateral re-
lations. Talking to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), Pappin said that 
the relationship between Hun-
gary and Qatar is strong and get-
ting stronger. Last year saw visits 
of Prime Minister Viktor Orban 
to Doha, as well as a visit of the 
Amir of Qatar to Budapest; the 
Hungarian president and foreign 
minister also visited Doha.

This co-operation has taken 
several forms, principally with 
the signing of agreements on en-
ergy as well as in agriculture, wa-
ter management and diplomatic 
training, he said, adding that at a 
more strategic level, both Hun-
gary and Qatar are trying to navi-
gate complicated international 
environments, and both play a 
positive role in advocating for the 
peaceful resolution of confl icts.

In this respect, Pappin lauded 
Qatar’s role as a mediator to re-
solve regional and international 
disputes. “Hungary has been 
consistently grateful for this 
mediating role played by Qatar, 
which Hungary recognises as im-
portant to avoiding the growth of 
additional confl icts in the region. 
Hungary has been a consistent 
voice in favour of de-escalation 

and promoting dialogue among 
all parties, and this has been sub-
stantiated in several elements of 
Hungary’s relationship with Qa-
tar over the last months,” he said.

He went on saying: “The strong 
bilateral relationship between 
Hungary and Qatar has contin-
ued, particularly with regard to 
the release of three hostages with 
Hungarian citizenship. While 
the developments in Gaza have 
complicated the international 
environment considerably, Hun-
gary has been able to increase its 
humanitarian assistance to the 
region, particularly through our 
‘Hungary Helps’ program. To be 
sure, some European and Middle 
Eastern countries have diff erent 
views on the situation in Gaza as 
well as the eventual direction of 
the peace process, in this respect 
Hungary and Qatar have contin-
ued their cooperation, emphasis-
ing the ongoing development of 
bilateral relations as well as their 
interest in peace and stability.”

Pappin affi  rmed that both 
Hungary and Qatar are advocat-
ing for peace in their respective 
regions while exhibiting a foreign 

policy increasingly followed by 
smaller yet signifi cant countries 
making productive agreements 
with many foreign partners, even 
when those partners may disa-
gree or diverge on other matters. 
The “connectivity” strategy that 
Hungary has been pursuing has 
strengthened our economic posi-
tion within Europe, making Hun-
gary an attractive destination for 
foreign investment.

“The numerous political agree-
ments between Hungary and Qa-
tar will be substantiated further 
in the coming years, as LNG will 
be available for delivery to Hun-
gary beginning in 2027; and, dur-
ing Hungary’s presidency of the 
Council of the EU in the second 
half of this year, it will also be an 
opportunity for strengthening 
relations between the EU and Qa-
tar,” he stressed.

About his visit to Qatar, Pappin 
said that the Hungarian Institute 
of International Aff airs, which he 
leads, seeks to be a bridge for ex-
change of Hungarian and Qatari 
perspectives on geopolitics and 
international relations.

“As a research institute at-

tached to the Prime Minister’s Of-
fi ce and now in its 51st year, HIIA 
seeks to advise the prime minister 
of Hungary on matters of strate-
gic importance from questions 
of how stability and peace in the 
Middle East impact Hungarian 
interests, to larger questions of 
the global political order is shift-
ing. We seek to make partnerships 
and exchanges with like-minded 
institutes in order to foster better 
mutual understanding and con-
tribute to shared goals of connec-
tivity and peace,” he said.

Pappin said that during his stay 
in Doha, he would be visiting the 
Diplomatic Institute, which re-
cently concluded an agreement 
with the Hungarian Diplomatic 
Academy. “As a strategic research 
institute with some training ini-
tiatives as well, the Hungarian 
Institute of International Aff airs 
is developing networks for the 
exchange of research materials 
principally on questions of ge-
ostrategy, as well as bilateral and 
regional issues,” he said.

President of the Hungarian In-
stitute of International Aff airs, 
said that the HIIA has built a 
number of international forums 
that provide a platform for ex-
change on regional and global 
events. 

These are principally our an-
nual Budapest Balkans Forum 
(held every March), which draws 
high-level participants from 
throughout the Western Balkans; 
and our soon-to-be-announced 
East-West Summit, whose goal 
is to emphasize the importance of 
connectivity as opposed to bloc 
formation.

Revamped Barwa Plaza Mall unveils off ers

Barwa Plaza Mall has been 
relaunched after a complete 
revamp, ‘to off er a seamless 

shopping experience with a grand 
anniversary celebration off ers 
with more brands’. 

The relaunch ceremony was at-
tended by Landmark Group Qatar 
territory head Shumalan Naicker, 
deputy general manager (fi nance) 
Nitin Grover, public relations 
head Farhan al-Suwaidi, Wa-
seef’s leasing director Mohamed 
Ali al-Hamadi and support serv-
ices director Khalifa Salman al-

Mohannadi. Naicker, said: “It’s 
an absolute delight seeing this 
mall transform from its previous 
structure to its beautiful contem-
porary look.”

“The off erings in Barwa Plaza 
Mall are wider than before with 
the new Home Box Store and a 
few other new brands including 
F & B units coming up,” he ex-
plained. “The existing stores like 
Centrepoint, Max, Emax, Fun 
Ville, Shoexpress also have a new 
contemporary look. Digital tech-
nology has been used across the 

mall to modernise the feel. The 
exterior screen on the mall facade 
gained a lot of prominence and 
attention,” said Naicker.

Located at Barwa Village 
Wakra, Barwa Plaza Mall is well 
connected through major high-
ways and Metro station. The ceil-
ing pattern with organic lit curves 
and the fl oor with subtle mosaic 
pattern tiles, is complemented by 
the perforated panel design, de-
rived from the local Mashrabiya 
pattern, seen on the columns. 

The selection of earthy colour 

palettes makes the exterior and 
the interior of the mall look in-
tegrated. On the occasion of the 
relaunch and anniversary cele-
brations, Barwa Plaza Mall is run-
ning a campaign, ‘Shop and Win 
Electronics’ with prizes worth 
QR75,000. 

Customers shopping for 
QR200 and above at Centrepoint, 
Home Box, Max, Shoexpress or 
Emax until June 30, can win prizes 
such as 20 units of 55 inch TVs, 10 
boom box speakers, 12 soundbars 
and 20 Bluetooth speakers.

Signing of 20 MoUs at QEF 2024 ‘to boost Qatar’s FDI inflow’
From Page 1

He described the forum as “the 
fastest growing in terms of 
participation at the regional and 
international levels,” noting that 
the discussions over the three-day 
conference will focus on topics 
related to geopolitics, globalisation, 
trade, energy transformation, 
technological innovation, business 
foresight, investment, sports, and 
entertainment, “considering the 
continuing eff ects of major changes 
in the fields of technology, energy, 
trade, and politics that the world 
is witnessing, especially since the 

developments witnessed in 2024 
will have far-reaching repercussions 
on the global economy.”
Sheikh Ali explained that 
attendance at QEF-related 
activities will be through 
personal invitations, “given the 
large attendance requests that 
exceeded all expectations.” 
He added that the organising 
committee has taken a number 
of measures to ensure the 
attendance of the largest number 
of those who wish to join through 
digital platforms.
For his part, the CEO of Media 
City Qatar and head of the media 

team in the Permanent Supreme 
Committee organising the QEF 
Jassim Mohamed al-Khori lauded 
the strategic partnership with 
Bloomberg Media Group, which 
extends for several years. 
On the sidelines of the press 
conference, al-Khori also told 
Gulf Times that the organising 
committee has diversified the 
portfolio of topics that would 
be discussed during QEF 2024 
to include innovation and 
technology, sustainability, and 
how to support startups, aside 
from energy, the economy, and 
politics. 

The executive director of the 
Permanent Committee for 
Organising Conferences at the 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs and 
head of the Logistics Team in the 
Supreme Permanent Committee 
Organising the QEF, Mubarak 
bin Ajlan al-Kuwari, said the 
registration process has been 
facilitated through a unified 
system and issuing entry cards to 
all participants to ensure smooth 
and quick entry to the forum, in 
addition to providing tourism 
programmes, in co-operation 
with Qatar Tourism and Qatar 
Museums.

Doha Bank unveils new
mobile banking app
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Dukhan Bank has announced that Ahmad 
Mansi is the winner of the QR1mn Thara’a 
grand prize. The draw was conducted under 
the supervision of a representative of the 
Qualitative License and Market Control 
Department at the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry.
Thara’a, Dukhan Bank’s Shariah-compliant 
savings account and the first in Qatar’s 
Islamic banking sector, off ers account 
holders the chance to benefit from cash 
rewards up to QR1mn. 
Based on several criteria, Thara’a account 
holders are eligible for a number of periodic 
draws for cash prizes. Dukhan Bank 
continues its customer-centric approach 
with the unveiling of a new campaign for 
its Thara’a savings account, reinforcing its 
commitment to rewarding clients. 
Departing from the previous annual 
grand prize structure of QR1mn for a 
solitary winner, the enhanced campaign 
now boasts a collective grand prize of 
QR3mn, distributed among three fortunate 
individuals.  
Additionally, the initiative introduces 30 
monthly winners, each contending for a 
QR5,000 prize, resulting in a noteworthy 

increase in the total prizes awarded to 
customers—a grand total of 273 with a 
cumulative value of QR4.35mn. Customers 
may learn about the many benefits of 
Thara’a savings account by visiting www.
dukhanbank.com or by calling 800 8555 
or ask the virtual assistant ‘Rashid’ on the 
website, mobile app, or via WhatsApp on 
44100888.

Thara’a, Shariah-compliant 
savings account, off ers 
account holders the chance 
to benefit  from cash 
rewards up to QR1mn

QC concludes evaluation of ‘Kashta Watan’ entries

Qatar Charity (QC) has concluded the 
evaluation of the entries submitted 
by the female student teams from 

preparatory and secondary schools partici-
pating in the ‘Kashta Watan’ programme, 
implemented in collaboration with Qatar 
Museums. 

The selection of the winners has been 
fi nalised, and their announcement and 
honouring will take place soon, a statement 
said yesterday. 

The teams’ works were judged accord-
ing to criteria that included stamping their 
‘Kashta’ passports from at least four mu-
seums, submitting a report detailing the 
team’s eff orts in promoting the concept of 
domestic tourism and introducing muse-
ums, and designing a distinctive pin that 
refl ects the spirit of the museums and could 
be printed and sold in the museums’ gift 
shops.

The programme aims to enhance the val-
ues of patriotism and loyalty to the nation, 
highlighting QC’s role in promoting such 
values and fostering community partner-
ships with local entities.  As part of the pro-
gramme, the students visit both public and 
private museums where their experiences 
are documented, and their programme 
passports are stamped. Subsequently, they 
submit creative reports along with their 
stamped passports, which are then evalu-
ated to select the winners.

QC launched the ‘Kashta Watan’ pro-
gramme in January. The museums, which 
stamped the ‘Kashta’ passports and ex-
erted exceptional eff orts in implementing 
the programme and receiving the students, 
are the National Museum of Qatar, Mathaf: 
Arab Museum of Modern Art, the Museum 
of Islamic Art, and the 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic 
and Sports Museum.

GCC ministers vow to enhance joint Gulf youth work
QNA
Doha

The 37th meeting of Ministers of 
Youth and Sports in the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) coun-

tries concluded yesterday.
HE the Minister of Sports and Youth 

Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa bin Ahmed al-
Thani presided over the meeting which 
brought together Ministers of Youth and 
Sport in the GCC countries and Assist-
ant Secretary-General for Economic and 
Development Aff airs at the GCC General 
Secretariat Khaled bin Ali bin Salem al-
Senaidi, attending on behalf of the sec-
retary-general.

The ministers affi  rmed the keenness 
of leaders of the GCC countries, to ad-
vance and develop the process of joint 
Gulf youth work, to achieve the lofty 
goals of the council, which are to deepen 
co-operation, interconnection, and in-
tegration among the GCC countries.

They discussed the General Secre-
tariat’s proposal on the creation of uni-
fi ed Gulf projects in the fi eld of youth, 
out of their keenness to continue devel-
oping the system of joint work in that 
sphere. The meeting approved the rec-
ommendations developed by the joint 

work teams in the youth fi eld between 
the GCC, Jordan, and Morocco, in the 
meetings held last year. The recommen-
dations and outcomes of the technical 
committees in the youth fi eld, as well 
as the joint programmes, activities and 
events that will be organized by the min-
istries of youth were also approved.

The ministers welcomed the Qatari 
Ministry of Sports and Youth’s readi-
ness to organize a joint Gulf programme 
in the fi eld of humanitarian volunteer 
work, as well as Bahrain’s readiness to 
organize the third Gulf Youth Forum this 
year. The Planning, Coordination and 
Follow-up Committee of the strategic 
plan of the Committee of Ministers of 
Youth and Sports in the GCC countries 
was also assigned to prepare the ‘Gulf 
Youth Development Index’ and develop 
appropriate implementation plans for it 
in line with the developments of the cur-
rent and future stage, in line with the vi-
sions of the GCC countries in the youth 
fi eld.

The ministers of Youth and Sports in 
the GCC countries discussed a host of 
topics of common interest in the fi eld of 
youth, most notably the structuring of 
the technical committees affi  liated with 
the Committee of Ministers of Youth 
and Sports in the GCC countries to com-

ply with decisions of the 150th session 
of the Ministerial Council. The meeting 
also reviewed the future work plan of 
the GCC Ministers of Youth and Sports 
Committee for the years (2024-2030).

Furthermore, the meeting approved 
the general framework of the Gulf Youth 
Day for the year 2024, which is scheduled 
to be organised on June 6 each year. The 
meeting also stressed the importance 
of strengthening international strategic 
partnerships and dialogues with coun-
tries and regional and international or-
ganisations in the youth fi eld.

In addition, emphasis was placed on 
benefi ting from the remarkable experi-
ences and capabilities available to these 
countries in the fi eld of youth, in a way 
that serves the youth of the GCC coun-
tries, to provide them with the necessary 
experience and skills to achieve their 
hopes and aspirations.

The participants in the meeting un-
derlined the necessity of strengthening 
the GCC gains and paying attention to 
further empowering youth in economic 
development, benefi ting from their 
creativity, creating appropriate oppor-
tunities for them, qualifying them and 
developing their capabilities and skills, 
to carry their pivotal role in achieving 
sustainable development.

MoJ, SJC finalise 
electronic 
connection 
measures
The Ministry of Justice (MoJ) 
and the Supreme Judiciary 
Council (SJC), represented 
by the Investment and 
Trade Court, commenced 
the electronic connection 
procedures to streamline the 
process of sharing services 
and information between MoJ 
and the court, in addition to 
providing shared benefits of 
this electronic connection, in 
pursuit of ensuring smooth 
progress of transactions, time 
eff iciency and reducing hard 
slog in serving the public.
While chairing the 2nd meeting 
to discuss the connection 
procedures with the team of the 
Investment and Trade Court, 
Assistant Under-Secretary for 
Common Services Aff airs at 
the MoJ, Khamis Mohamed 
al-Kuwari, aff irmed that the 
procedures serve the general 
orientation of Qatar towards 
the e-justice system and 
help facilitate the litigation 
procedures, prompt justice, and 
reduce the strenuous activities 
of litigants. He added that, as 
per directives of HE the Minister 
of Justice and Minister of State 
for Cabinet Aff airs Ibrahim bin 
Ali al-Mohannadi, a technical 
work team has been formed 
to accomplish the electronic 
connection requirements and set 
the legal frameworks evidence to 
comprehensively share services, 
in which the functions of each 
entity are determined, in addition 
to establishing focal points in the 
MoJ and the court, culminating 
in fully optimising the service 
quality level aff orded to all 
visitors. (QNA)

Dukhan Bank names Thara’a  
account QR1mn prize winner
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Justice ministry displays 
legal awareness 
publications at DIBF
The Ministry of Justice is taking part in the 33rd 

session of the Doha International Book Fair 
(DIBF), which is being held from May 9-18 at 

the Doha Exhibition and Convention Center, under 
the theme “Knowledge Builds Civilizations”. 

Through its pavilion at the DIBF, a range of legal 
publications and means of legal awareness for various 
categories of the public, including children, are dis-
played along with legal awareness booklets for young 
people, the ministry stated in a statement today.

It explained that its DIBF’s pavilion presents issues 
of the offi  cial gazette, the legal and judicial journal, a 
series of publications on legal guidelines and the lat-
est legal legislation.

The General Secretariat of the Council of Ministers 
is participating within the ministry’s pavilion with 
its latest publications related to the book of internal 
achievements of the state, the Ministry of Justice 
added in the statement.

The Ministry of Justice pavilion showcases, for the 
fi rst time, a visual presentation on the development 
of the ministry, which includes a tribute to the former 
ministers and highlights their services and the eff orts 
provided to the country, by developing the perform-
ance of the Ministry of Justice and organising its ad-
ministrative structure in a way that achieves the aspi-
rations of the wise leadership towards developing and 
modernising the legal sector and consolidating timely 
justice.

HE the Minister of Justice and Minister of State 
for Cabinet Aff airs Ibrahim bin Ali al-Mohannadi 
thanked those organising the DIBF and praised the 
development and organisation of the exhibition that 
refl ects the cultural leadership role of Qatar.

His Excellency appreciated the large participation 
of libraries and publishing houses in the DIBF and 
the cultural incubator that the fair provides for Qatari 
writers and intellectuals to display their latest pub-
lications, as well as to introduce the public in Qatar 
and beyond to the Qatari cultural production, and to 
exchange experiences with the qualitative attendance 
of the DIBF from various participating countries. He 
noting that the Ministry of Justice pavilion welcomes 
visitors to the DIBF to learn about the Qatari legal 
experience through the publications displayed in the 
pavilion as well as to support legal awareness eff orts 
through the presentations and explanations that will 
be provided by those in charge of the ministry’s pa-
vilion. (QNA)

Minister of State for Interior Aff airs 
visits Police Academy’s pavilion

HE the Minister of State for 
Interior Aff airs Sheikh 
Abdulaziz bin Faisal bin 

Mohamed al-Thani visited the 
Police Academy’s pavilion at the 
33rd Doha International Book 
Fair at the Doha Exhibition and 
Convention Center.

His Excellency reviewed 
the pavilion’s content which 
showcases scientific and re-
search publications and peri-
odical journals of the Security 
Research and Studies Center, 
along with the most important 
awards received by the academy 
in the Arab region.

The Ministry of Interior re-
ported yesterday that the aca-
demic participation in the fair, 
represented by the the Security 
Research and Studies Center, 
comes as part of its strategy to 

spread security awareness and 
to serve the community, af-
firming that the Police Acad-
emy participates in scientific 

symposiums within the cultural 
programme on the margins of 
the event during the evening. 
(QNA)

Police Academy showcases 
latest publications at DIBF

The Police Academy is par-
ticipating in the 33rd edi-
tion of the Doha Interna-

tional Book Fair (DIBF) through 
a booth showcasing its latest 
scientifi c publications, refl ect-
ing its unwavering commitment 
to promoting knowledge and ex-
changing expertise in the fi elds 
of security sciences and law.

In remarks to the Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), Captain Mo-
hamed Rashid al-Dosari, Head 
of the Scientifi c Publications 
Department at the Security Re-
search and Studies Center at the 
Police Academy, said that the 
academy’s latest scientifi c pub-
lications serve as an important 
platform for transferring knowl-
edge and practical experiences 
in the fi elds of security, law, and 
professional development. He 
added that participation in the 
book fair aims to raise awareness 
of the latest research and publi-
cations that contribute to the de-

velopment of the security sector 
and to improve the performance 
of police offi  cers.

Capt al-Dosari explained that 
this participation enhances the 
opportunities for communica-
tion and interaction between the 
academy’s faculty, trainers, and 
researchers and the public inter-
ested in topics related to police, 
security, and law. He pointed 
out that this helps to exchange 
expertise and knowledge and de-
velop the capabilities and skills 
of security personnel.

He emphasised that the Police 
Academy’s participation in this 
cultural event refl ects its contin-
uous commitment to developing 
and strengthening security work 
and achieving leadership in re-
lated scientifi c research fi elds.

He pointed out that the 
academy’s booth includes new 
publications, books, and sci-
entifi c materials studied by 
academy students, as well as 

peer-reviewed scientifi c books 
that are studied during the train-
ing period for academy cadets, 
in addition to publications from 
other Police Academy institutes, 
for offi  cers or affi  liates.

He stated that the academy 
will translate some publications 
of the Public Safety newspa-
per during its participation in 
the book fair. He added that the 
academy will also hold special-
ised interactive seminars on legal 
topics within its booth.

Capt al-Dosari highlighted 
that among the most important 
publications in the Police Acad-
emy’s booth is the “Journal of 
Legal and Security Studies”, a bi-
annual peer-reviewed scientifi c 
journal. He invited all visitors to 
the fair to visit the booth, explore 
its diverse collection of scientifi c 
publications, and benefi t from 
the knowledge and seminars of-
fered by the Police Academy. 
(QNA)

QU Press unveils new titles
Qatar University (QU) Press is participating 
in the 33rd edition of the Doha International 
Book Fair, being held until May 18 at the Doha 
Exhibition and Convention Centre, under the 
theme, ‘Knowledge Builds Civilizations’.
QU Press has showcased its diverse 
publications spanning various academic, 
cultural, and scientific domains, and has 
arranged a series of seminars in collaboration 
with the Qatar Forum, and has held a number 
of launch and signing sessions for its latest 
publications.
QU Press unveiled over 20 new titles, further 
enriching its extensive library that now boasts 
over 75 publications. Prof Fatma Mohamed 
al-Sowaidi, director of QU Press, thanked the 
Ministry of Culture and the Qatar Publishers 
and Distributors Forum for the facilities 
provided to the participants. Noteworthy 
among the QU Press publications at DIBF 
is Hydrogeological Atlas of Qatar: Geology, 
Water Resources, and Paleoclimate by Dr 
Husam Musa Baalousha. Museum Treasures 

for All: The Role of Museum Curators in 
Public Communication by Ahmed Sheikh 
El-Arab, reviews the eff orts of museum 
curators in developing diff erent approaches to 
interpreting the cultural heritage.
Introduction to Law and the Social Sciences 
by Moroccan academic Dr Hassane Hjij 
highlights the important approaches derived 
from social theory and their applications in the 
interpretation of law and the social sciences. 
“Museums between Classification Criteria and 
Application Methodology” by Dr Mohamed 
Jamal Rashed, a professor of museology, 
provides a reading of the types of museums 
and the criteria for categorising them 
according to a standard methodology.
History Taking in Medicine and Understanding 
Organs Talk, by Dr Adel Ali Attia, is a 
guidebook that addresses one of the issues 
that medical professionals and students 
face when they begin their clinical training, 
focusing on the diff iculty of talking to the 
patient to find out their medical history.

Culture ministry celebrates Dr Rabia al-Kuwari’s legacy

The Ministry of Culture on Friday 
organised a symposium on the 
journey and career of the late Dr 

Rabia Sabah al-Kuwari at the main thea-
tre of the 33rd session of the Doha Inter-
national Book Fair (DIBF).

The symposium was attended by HE 
the Minister of Culture, Sheikh Abdul-
rahman bin Hamad al-Thani and a lineup 
of offi  cials, academics and researchers 
spoke.

It was moderated by writer Abdullah 
Hayy al-Sulaiti, who began by mention-
ing the biography of the deceased and his 

great contributions in the fi elds of jour-
nalism, media and culture, indicating 
that this symposium represents appre-
ciation and gratitude for his prominent 
and infl uential personality.

HE the Minister of State and President 
of the Qatar National Library, Dr Hamad 
bin Abdulaziz al-Kuwari, said that Dr 
Rabia was a prominent fi gure in educa-
tion, culture and media, pointing out 
that his works represent references and 
sources of knowledge across generations.

The Chairperson of the Qatar Press 
Center Saad bin Mohamed al-Rumaihi, 

pointed out that Dr Rabia al-Kuwari 
instilled his love in the souls of people 
through distinguished giving, and left an 
infl uential mark on the journalistic and 
cultural scene.

Al-Rumaihi, who previously founded 
and was editor-in-chief of the Qatari 
newspaper Al-Sharq, and who worked 
as director of Qatar TV and editor-in-
chief of the Qatari newspaper Arrayah, 
reviewed the role of the deceased in sup-
porting and assisting him in these im-
portant stations, and his distinguished 
contribution to the institutions. (QNA)

New curricula aim to promote
fitness among students in Qatar

A set of programmes, aca-
demic and extracurricu-
lar activities, in addi-

tion to smart applications have 
been launched in various public 
schools across Qatar to reduce 
obesity rates  while promoting 
students’ health and fi tness, a 
number of specialists and physi-
cal education co-ordinators have 
indicated.

Speaking to local Arabic daily 
Arrayah, they stressed that the 
newly developed educational 
curricula focus on equipping stu-
dents with the necessary skills 
to improve their physical fi tness 
and enhance their health, be-
sides encouraging them to adopt 
a healthy and active lifestyle.  

The new approaches will help 
students acquire healthy habits 
and practices to maintain the de-
sired body weight, as such pro-
grammes go beyond the physical 
education classes and give them 
full support through the optimal 
use of the sports halls at schools. 
In addition, there is an applica-
tion specialised in fi ghting obes-
ity and helping students with the 
healthy food options to suite their 
body requirements.

Hassa al-Mohannadi, a physi-
cal education co-ordinator, 
noted a smart application, ‘The 

Biggest Winner’, aimed at reduc-
ing obesity rates among school 
students and enhancing physical 
fi tness has been launched. She 
said the app has seen great suc-
cess for its signifi cant benefi ts, 
whether for students suff ering 
from obesity or for those who 
want to adopt a healthy lifestyle 
adhering to a healthy diet.  She 
stressed that the app determines 
the best sports, physical prac-
tices, and dietary system based 
on vital measurements, includ-
ing age, weight, and height of the 
student, besides providing advice 
on the best  sports, nutrition by  
nutrition specialists. 

“It was named ‘The Biggest 
Winner’ to motivate students 
to participate rather than using 
e-gaming for long periods. The 
student can use the app to change 
their unhealthy lifestyle and be 
aware of practising sports, in-
cluding athletic exercises at three 
levels from moderate to intense,” 
she added.

Ali Nadi, also a physical edu-
cation co-ordinator, said physi-
cal education teachers work on 
spreading sports awareness in 
schools and provide students 
with proper sports programmes 
to help them develop their skills 
and to maintain physical fi t-

ness. He pointed out that there is plenty of space at the 
school playgrounds and public parks besides at other 
sports facilities across the country.
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GU-Q celebrates graduating Class of 2024
Georgetown University in 

Qatar (GU-Q), a Qatar 
Foundation partner, hon-

oured the academic success of 119 
undergraduate and 21 graduate 
students at a commencement cer-
emony for the Class of 2024. 

The ceremony at the Qatar Na-
tional Convention Centre saw 
family, friends, university faculty 
and staff , and dignitaries from Qa-
tar and Georgetown University in 
Washington, DC, coming together 
to celebrate.

In her keynote address, Dr Nko-
sazana Dlamini-Zuma, minister in 
the presidency for women, youth, 
and people with disabilities of 
South Africa, urged the graduates: 
“As you rise, you must lift someone 
with you.” 

She emphasised paying success 
forward. “The world needs stars. 
And you are going to be stars, but 
you must create many more of 
yourselves. We hope that by the 
time you are my age, your children 
and your grandchildren will be liv-
ing in a better world, one that you 
would have contributed to create...
with other young people across the 
world.”

Dr Safwan Masri, the dean of 
GU-Q, lauded the graduates, say-
ing: “I hope you are as proud of 
yourselves as we are of you. Thank 
you for enriching our lives, for ex-
panding our minds, and for open-
ing our hearts...we are immensely 

grateful and honoured to see Geor-
getown’s legacy of providing edu-
cation that positively impacts the 
world, in each of you.” 

The ceremony featured the tra-
ditional conferral of degrees by 
Georgetown University president 

Dr John J DeGioia. School of Foreign 
Service dean Joel Hellman presented 
the candidates from the four-year 
Bachelor of Science in Foreign Serv-
ice programme, with majors in Cul-
ture and Politics, International Eco-
nomics, International History and 

International Politics. Dean Masri 
presented the executive master’s in 
diplomacy and International Aff airs 
candidates, praising their negotia-
tion and problem-solving skills as 
vital for leadership roles in Qatar and 
beyond.

Preceding the commencement, 
the Tropaia awards ceremony, a 
Georgetown tradition, recognised 
the exceptional academic and 
service achievements of seniors, 
faculty, and staff . Addressing her 
classmates, senior speaker Ayet 
Bouhajeb refl ected on lessons from 
a student journey that began dur-
ing a pandemic and ended amid 
signifi cant regional confl icts, en-
couraging peers to apply their 
Georgetown skills and knowledge 
for humanity’s benefi t. “Let us 
use our voices, our skills, and our 
knowledge to make a positive im-
pact on the world, to stand in soli-
darity with those who suff er, and 
to work towards a future where 
peace, justice, and equality reign 
supreme,” she said. 

Since its inception in 2005, 
GU-Q has been a vibrant extension 
of Georgetown’s global communi-
ty, celebrating nearly two decades 
of academic excellence in Qatar 
and the region. GU-Q off ers the 
renowned SFS curriculum, giv-
ing students from across the globe 
an opportunity for a world-class, 
holistic education in international 
aff airs.

Omani publishers praise DIBF turnout
and Qataris’ passion for reading

By Tawfik Lamari 
Staff  Reporter

The Sultanate of Oman 
is participating as the 
guest of honour in the 

33rd session of the Doha In-
ternational Book Fair (DIBF), 
which opened at the Doha 
Exhibition and Convention 
Centre (DECC) from May 9 
and will continue until May 
18, 2024, under the slogan, 
‘Knowledge Builds Civilizations’. 

A number of Omani offi  cials and publishers spoke 
to Gulf Times, Dr Sulaiman Dawood al-Sabei, assist-
ant dean of research at Sultan Qaboos University said: 
“We are participating with our scientifi c publications 
on heritage, as well as doctorate and master theses, 
and books in most fi elds of knowledge. In addition we 
publish seven refereed and specialised periodicals in 
education, literature, agriculture, culture, and public 
health. Contributing researchers are from Oman and 
abroad who are interested in the Omani cultural de-
velopment. We participate as a guest of honour, and 
this, if anything, indicates the depth of bilateral re-
lations between the Sultanate of Oman and Qatar, as 
well as the in-depth cultural exchange between the 
two countries.”

Professor Dr Ahmed bin Hamad al-Rabani, di-
rector of the Center for Omani Studies at Sultan 
Qaboos University said: “The centre specialises in 
publishing research in the fields of politics, eco-
nomics, education, social and cultural studies. It is 
a national hub for consultancies to the public and 
private sectors. For researchers interested in pub-
lishing his or her research on Omani or Gulf studies 
from anywhere in the world, the centre will cover 
all the publishing costs and all our publications are 
refereed. We are pleased to participate in the DIBF 
as the guest of honour. This exhibition is exception-
al with great turnout from local, Arab and foreign 
visitors in the activities of the 33rd session, which 
confirms its prestigious cultural and intellectual 
status on the regional and international arenas. In 
addition to the Qataris’ excellent good organisation 
and hospitality.”

Moza al-Badi and Nasra al-Mamari, the co-found-
ers of Al-Fikr Publishing Company said: “The turnout 
is great in the Doha of love and beauty. The Qatari citi-
zen is a passionate and educated reader. We embarked 
on this pioneering project for a sustainable education 
in Al Brimi Governorate as a book club, then launched 
their publications to cover most subjects. They are of-
fi cials at the Ministry of Education but they wanted 
to stand out of the ordinary and leave their footprint 
by promoting the book and reading. “We have a chil-
dren’s book club to promote reading among youth, 
as well as special programmes for women focused on 
Omani ladies’ success stories. We love the book and 
we want to build bridges with publishers and promote 
the Omani heritage, civilisation and women to the rest 
of the world.”

From right: Nasra al-Mamari and Moza al-Badi.

From left: Dr Sulaiman Dawood al-Sabei, Professor Dr 
Ahmed bin Hamad al-Rabani, and Harith 
al-Rashidi from Ministry of Culture.

QRCS partners with Jordan’s JHCO, JNRCS for Gaza food aid
The Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) launched the 
second phase of the food basket project, which delivers 
aid to the aff ected people in the Gaza Strip from Jordan 
by land.
The project is a collaboration between the QRCS and 
the Jordan Hashemite Charity Organisation (JHCO), in 
co-ordination with the Jordan National Red Crescent 
Society (JNRCS). Qatar’s ambassador to Jordan Sheikh 
Saud bin Nasser bin Jassim al-Thani participated in the 
inauguration of this phase, during which 24 trucks will 
transport about 12,000 food parcels from Jordan to the 
QRCS’ off ice in Gaza, which will then receive and distribute 

the food parcels to the aff ected families in displacement 
camps in several locations in the Strip.
Each parcel consists of food items suff icient for a family 
for one month, weighing approximately 30 kilograms 
each, including essential items such as rice, lentils, flour, 
oil, canned goods, among others.
Qatar’s ambassador Sheikh Saud bin Nasser bin Jassim 
al-Thani highlighted the significance of this project 
and the role of the entities involved, thanking Qatari 
humanitarian organisations operating in Jordan for 
their continuous relief projects to reach out to those 
aff ected. (QNA)

Six DFI-supported fi lms to 
be featured at Cannes Festival

Six fi lms supported by the Doha Film Institute 
(DFI) have been selected to the 77th Cannes 
Film Festival being held from May 14-25, it was 

announced yesterday.
DFI’s latest co-fi nanced project Rendez-vous avec 

Pol Pot (Meeting with Pol Pot) by renowned Cambodi-
an director and screenwriter Rithy Panh, is selected to 
the Cannes Premiere section in the Offi  cial Selection.

Diverse projects supported by the DFI Grants pro-
gramme will screen for global audiences, including 
three projects in the parallel section of Critics’ Week 
(Semaine de la Critique) and two in Director’s Fort-
night (Quinzaine des cineastes).

Fatma Hassan Alremaihi, CEO, DFI, said: “We are 
honoured to partner with internationally renowned 
creative visionaries and emerging talent from the 
Arab world and beyond to off er a captivating win-
dow into diff erent cultures and perspectives to fos-
ter a sense of global unity.”

“I am especially proud that celebrated auteur and 
DFI’s long-term mentor and collaborator Rithy Panh’s 
new fi lm will premiere at the prestigious festival.”

Cannes Premiere, Offi  cial Selection: Rendez-vous 
avec Pol Pot (France, Cambodia, Taiwan, Qatar, 
Turkiye) draws from Panh’s his moving personal 
experiences to revive unrecorded memories of his 
native Cambodia. Based on a true story, the fi lm 
recounts the adventurous journey of three French 
journalists invited to Cambodia by the Khmer Rouge 
in 1978 to meet with Pol Pot.

Panh directed numerous internationally acclaimed 
fi lms, including The Rice People, selected for the Of-
fi cial Competition of the Festival de Cannes in 1994 
and The Missing Picture, nominated for the Academy 
Award for Best Foreign Language Film in 2013 and 
winner of the Grand Prix in the Un Certain Regard sec-
tion at the Festival de Cannes. His most recent directo-
rial eff ort, Exile, once again considers the grave crimes 
and abuse of the Khmer Rouge regime and won wide 
critical and public acclaim at Cannes in 2016.

Critics’ Week: The Brink of Dreams (Egypt, France, 
Denmark, Saudi Arabia, Qatar), by Nada Riyadh and 

Ayman El Amir; Locust (Taiwan, France, US, Qatar) 
by KEFF; Across The Sea (Morocco, France, Belgium, 
Qatar) by Said Hamich Benlarbi. 

Director’s Fortnight: East of Noon (Egypt, Neth-
erlands, Qatar) by Hala Elkoussy; To a Land Un-
known (Palestine, UK, Greece, Netherlands, France, 
Germany, Saudi Arabia, Qatar) by Mahdi Fleifel.

Three other DFI supported projects will par-
ticipate in industry platforms during the Festival 
including The Myth of Mahmoud (Palestine, US, 
Lebanon, Kenya, Yemen, Jordan, Qatar) by Ma-
yar Hamdan & Shaima al-Tamimi and My Father’s 
House by Mahdi Fleifel in the Cannes Docs pro-
gramme; and L’Mina (Morocco, France, Qatar, Italy) 
by Randa Maroufi  in the Focus Work in Progress sec-
tion organised by the Short Film Corner.

Rendez-vous avec Pol Pot

Locust

Awqaf ministry seeks Qataris for imams, preachers

The Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Aff airs, represented 
by the mosques administration, has announced its 
continued eff orts to attract Qatari citizens to work 
as imams and preachers under the multi-category 
reward system, alongside retaining their primary 
positions in state institutions, governmental bodies, 
and private sectors.
This announcement came during a press conference 
held by the ministry to announce the categories for the 
Qatari imam and preacher positions within the qudwa 
project, which was announced several months ago.
In this context, assistant undersecretary for Daawah 
and Mosques Aff airs Mohamed Hamad al-Kuwari said 
that the Ministry of Awqaf places great importance 
on the project to attract and qualify Qatari imams and 
preachers, in compliance with the directives of the 
wise leadership and as part of the ministry’s strategy 
to provide mosques across the country with Qatari 
imams and preachers who are better equipped to 
understand societal issues, needs, and aspirations, 
and address them with knowledge, awareness, and 
wisdom.
Al-Kuwari mentioned that the ministry has facilitated 
several categories for the position, aiming to achieve 
flexibility and to facilitate the enrolment of those 
interested, while attracting the maximum number 
of Qatari imams and preachers. The reward amount 
is determined based on performance and eff iciency 
at work, encouraging them to develop and strive 
for higher categories. The ministry also ensures 
flexibility for the imams by granting them leave from 
leading prayers and mosque duties on Fridays and 
Saturdays, as well as off icial holidays and annual 
leave.
On the other hand, Director of Human Resources 
Management at the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Aff airs Mohamed Hassan al-Malki emphasised the 
ministry’s keenness to attract a larger number 
of Qatari imams and preachers and to conduct 
comprehensive studies to reach an optimal proposal 
to attract a wide range of individuals to work as 
prayer leaders and deliver sermons in mosques. 
This is done after obtaining approvals from relevant 
authorities in the state, particularly the Prime 
Minister’s Off ice, regarding the deserved reward for 
each category, ranging from five thousand to ten 
thousand Qatari riyals. The ministry also co-ordinates 
with the Mosques Administration to ensure that the 
imams fulfil their assigned tasks and responsibilities.

Director of the Mosques Administration Sulaiman 
Jumaan al-Qahtani said that the ministry has defined 
three categories for Qatari imams, with varying 
rewards based on the job tasks for each category, 
and two categories for Qatari preachers, with 
diff erent reward values based on the evaluation of 
the preacher’s level and sermon performance in the 
country’s mosques across various regions, including 
significant mosques. The age requirement for all 
temporary Qatari imam and preacher positions 
ranges from 18 to 60 years old. 
Regarding the categories of the Qatari Imam position, 
the conditions of employment, required tasks, and 
rewards, the Director of Mosque Aff airs mentioned 
that the reward for Category A Imam is QR10,000 per 
month. The appointee must be proficient in reciting 
the Qur’an with a good voice and memorise five 
parts. He added that the educational level should not 
be less than secondary school, along with passing a 
personal interview and qualification course in Sharia 
sciences, obtaining an excellent evaluation in the 
periodic assessment for Category B. 
The required tasks include leading prayers (Salah) for 
four obligatory prayers daily, in addition to delivering 
four educational and admonitory lessons in the 
mosque weekly, and supervising mosque operations. 
For Category B Imam, the reward is QR7,000 monthly. 
The appointee must be proficient in Qur’an recitation 
with a good voice and memorise four parts. The 
reward for Category C Imam is QR5,000 per month. 
He emphasised that the Imam will be evaluated 
periodically. As for the position involving giving 
sermons (Khatib), its conditions of employment, 
required tasks, and rewards, the Director of Mosque 
Aff airs stated that the reward for Category A khatib 
is QR1,000, totalling QR4,000-5,000 monthly. 
For Category B khatib, the reward is QR500 per 
sermon, totalling QR2,000-2,500 monthly. The 
appointee must be proficient in Qur’an recitation with 
memorisation of one part. (QNA)
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More than 300 dead in 
Afghanistan fl ash fl oods
AFP 
Laqayi 

More than 300 peo-
ple were killed in fl ash 
fl oods that ripped 

through multiple Afghan prov-
inces, the UN’s World Food 
Programme said yesterday, as 
authorities declared a state of 
emergency and rushed to rescue 
the injured.

Heavy rains on Friday sent 
roaring rivers of water and mud 
crashing through villages and 
across agricultural land in several 
provinces.

Survivors yesterday picked 
through muddy, debris-littered 
streets and damaged buildings, 
an AFP journalist saw, as au-
thorities and non-governmental 
groups deployed rescue workers 
and aid, warning that some areas 
had been cut off  by the fl ooding.

Northern Baghlan province 
was one of the hardest hit, with 
more than 300 people killed there 
alone, and thousands of houses 
destroyed or damaged, according 
to WFP.

“On current information: in 
Baghlan province there are 311 
fatalities, 2,011 houses destroyed 
and 2,800 houses damaged,” said 
Rana Deraz, a communications 
offi  cer for the UN agency in Af-
ghanistan.

There were disparities between 
the death tolls provided by the 
government and humanitarian 
agencies.

The UN’s International Organ-
isation for Migration said there 
were 218 deaths in Baghlan.

Abdul Mateen Qani, spokes-
man for the interior ministry, 
said that 131 people had been 
killed in Baghlan, but that the 
government toll could rise.

“Many people are still miss-
ing,” he said.

Another 20 people were re-
ported dead in northern Takhar 
province and two in neighbour-
ing Badakhshan, he added.

Taliban government spokes-
man Zabihullah Mujahid said: 
“Hundreds of our fellow citizens 
have succumbed to these calami-
tous fl oods”, in a statement post-
ed to social media site X earlier 
yesterday.

“Moreover, the deluge has 
wrought extensive devastation 

upon residential properties, re-
sulting in signifi cant fi nancial 
losses,” he added.

Rains on Friday caused heavy 
damage in Baghlan, Takhar and 
Badakhshan, as well as western 
Ghor and Herat provinces, of-
fi cials said, in a country wracked 
by poverty and heavily depend-
ent on agriculture.

“My house and my whole life 
was swept away by the fl ood,” 
said Jan Mohamed Din Moham-
ed, a resident of Baghlan provin-
cial capital Pul-e-Khumri.

His family had managed to 
fl ee to higher ground but when 
the weather cleared and they re-
turned home, “there was noth-
ing left, all my belongings and 
my house had been destroyed”, 
he said.

“I don’t know where to take 

my family...I don’t know what to 
do.” Emergency personnel were 
rushing to rescue injured and 
stranded people, according to the 
defence ministry.

The ministry ordered multiple 
branches of the military “to pro-
vide any kind of assistance to the 
victims of this incident with all 
available resources”.

The air force said it had start-
ed evacuation operations as the 
weather cleared yesterday, add-
ing that more than 100 injured 
people had been transferred to 
hospital, without specifying 
from which provinces.

“By announcing the state of 
emergency in (aff ected) areas, the 
Ministry of National Defense has 
started distributing food, medi-
cine and fi rst aid to the impacted 
people,” it said.

An AFP journalist saw a vehi-
cle laden with food and water in 
Baghlan’s Baghlan-e-Markazi 
district, as well as others carry-
ing the dead to be buried.

Since mid-April, fl ash fl ooding 
and other fl oods had left about 
100 people dead in 10 of Afghani-
stan’s provinces, with no region 
entirely spared, according to au-
thorities.

Farmland has been swamped in 
a country where 80% of the more 
than 40mn people depend on ag-
riculture to survive.

Afghanistan — which had a 
relatively dry winter, making it 
more diffi  cult for the soil to ab-
sorb rainfall — is highly vulner-
able to climate change.

Pyongyang hackers stole 
data from South Korea 
court computers: police
AFP
Seoul

North Korean hackers stole 
sensitive data, includ-
ing individuals’ fi nan-

cial records, from a South Korean 
court computer network over two 
years, Seoul police said yesterday.

The nuclear-armed North 
is known to operate an army of 
thousands of hackers operating 
both inside the largely isolated 
country and apparently overseas, 
and has been blamed for several 
major cyberattacks in the past.

South Korean national police 
said the hackers pilfered 1,014 
gigabytes of data from a court’s 
computer system from January 
2021 to February 2023, citing a 
joint investigation with the coun-
try’s spy agency and prosecutors.

The hackers’ malware transmit-
ted stolen data, including South 
Koreans’ marriage and personal 
debt records, to “four domestic 
and four overseas servers” before 
it was fi nally “detected by antivi-
rus software”, the national police 
said in a statement sent to AFP.

The data breach was found to 
be the work of a North Korean 
hacking outfi t after authorities 
compared the detected malicious 
programmes, server payment de-
tails and IP addresses with those 
identifi ed in earlier hacking cases 

attributed to Pyongyang. Seoul 
authorities have retrieved and 
identified just 4.7 gigabytes of 
the stolen data, which stored 
5,171 documents related to per-
sonal debt rehabilitation cases, 
including marriage certificates 
and statements about debt and 
reasons for insolvency, police 
said. Analysts say the North has 
stepped up cyberattacks in re-
cent years in a bid to earn hard 
foreign currency in the face of 
United Nations sanctions im-
posed over its nuclear and mis-
sile programmes.

According to Seoul, Tokyo and 
Washington, Pyongyang stole as 
much as $1.7bn in cryptocurrency 
in 2022 alone and supported its 
weapons programmes in part by 
gathering information through 
“malicious cyber activities”. 

In February, Seoul’s spy agency 
said North Korean spies were us-
ing LinkedIn to pose as recruiters 
and entice South Koreans work-
ing at defence companies so the 
spies could access information 
on the firms’ technology. North 
Korea’s cyber-programme dates 
back to at least the mid-1990s, but 
has since grown to a 6,000-strong 
cyberwarfare unit, known as Bu-
reau 121, that operates from sev-
eral countries, including Belarus, 
China, India, Malaysia and Russia, 
according to a 2020 US military 
report.

Eight more Chinese 
cities join Hong Kong 
solo travel scheme
Reuters
Hong Kong

Eight more Chinese cities 
have joined a scheme allow-
ing their residents to travel 

to Hong Kong on their own, rather 
than as part of a tour group, as part 
of eff orts to boost Hong Kong’s 
economy.

Hong Kong is battling to revive 
its economy following a national 
security crackdown and Covid-
related controls, which led to 
many local and expats leaving the 
city and caused tourist numbers to 
dwindle to a fraction of pre-pan-
demic levels.

The “Individual Visit Scheme” 
(IVS) began in 2003 as part of a 
co-operation agreement between 
mainland China and Hong Kong 
to boost the city’s economy by al-
lowing Chinese residents to apply 
for individual travel, rather than in 
a tour group.

Fifty-one cities have already 
joined the programme and will 
be joined by Taiyuan in Shanxi 
Province, Hohhot in Inner Mon-
golia Autonomous Region, Harbin 
in Heilongjiang Province, Lhasa 
in Tibet Autonomous Region, 
Lanzhou in Gansu Province, Xin-

ing in Qinghai Province, Yinchuan 
in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Re-
gion and Urumqi in Xinjiang Uy-
gur Autonomous Region.

Hong Kong city leader John Lee 
said: “These eight cities are all 
provincial capital cities with large 
populations, signifi cant economic 
growth and high spending power”.

Although recent offi  cial fi gures 
showed the territory growing 2.7% 
in the fi rst quarter compared with 
the year before, local businesses 
have described shopping malls as 
“dead”, with low foot traffi  c and 
shops covered with “for lease” or 
“coming up soon” signs.

One lawmaker recently told the 
city’s legislature that more than 
20,000 companies had deregis-
tered in the fi rst quarter of 2024, 
up more than 70% from the same 
period last year.

China imposed a sweeping 
national security law in 2020 
after months of pro-democracy 
protests in 2019. In March, au-
thorities enacted another set of 
security laws that some foreign 
governments say further under-
mine rights and freedoms.

The Hong Kong and Chi-
nese governments have repeat-
edly said the security laws have 
brought stability.

Participants march during a lantern parade as part of a ‘Lotus Lantern Festival’ to celebrate the upcoming Buddha’s birthday, in 
Seoul, yesterday.

Lantern parade

Afghan men clear mud from a house following flash floods after 
heavy rainfall at a village in Baghlan-e-Markazi district of Baghlan 
province, yesterday.

Philippines sends 
ships to disputed atoll 
Reuters
Manila

The Philippines said yester-
day it has deployed ships to 
a disputed area in the South 

China Sea, where it accused China 
of building “an artifi cial island” in 
an escalating maritime row.

The coast guard sent a ship “to 
monitor the supposed illegal ac-
tivities of China, creating ‘an ar-
tifi cial island’,” the offi  ce of Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr said in 
a statement, adding two other 
vessels were in rotational deploy-
ment in the area. Philippine Coast 
Guard spokesperson Commodore 
Jay Tarriela told a forum there had 
been “small-scale reclamation” 
of the Sabina Shoal, which Manila 
calls Escoda, and that China was 
“the most probable actor”.

The Chinese embassy in Ma-
nila did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment on the 
Philippine assertions, which could 
deepen the bilateral rift.

The Philippine national securi-
ty adviser called on Friday for ex-
pelling Chinese diplomats over an 
alleged leak of a phone conversa-
tion with a Filipino admiral about 
the maritime dispute.

Beijing and Manila have been em-

broiled for a year in heated stand-
off s over their competing claims in 
the South China Sea, where $3tn 
worth of trade passes annually.

China claims almost all of the 
vital waterway, including parts 
claimed by the Philippines, Bru-
nei, Malaysia, Taiwan and Viet-
nam. The Permanent Court of 
Arbitration ruled in 2016 that Bei-
jing’s claims had no basis under 
international law.

China has carried out extensive 
land reclamation on some islands 
in the South China Sea, building 
air force and other military facili-
ties, causing concern in Washing-
ton and around the region.

A Philippine vessel has been 
anchored at the Sabina Shoal to 
“catch and document the dump-
ing of crushed corals over the 
sandbars”, Tarriela said, citing the 
“alarming” presence of dozens of 
Chinese ships, including research 
and navy vessels. Tarriela said the 
presence of Chinese vessels at the 
atoll 200km from the Philippine 
province of Palawan coincided 
with the coast guard’s discovery of 
piles of dead and crushed coral.

The coast guard will take marine 
scientists to the areas to deter-
mine whether the coral piles were 
a natural occurrence or caused by 
human intervention, he said.

This handout photo taken yesterday and released by the Geological Agency of Indonesia shows 
a volcanic eruption from Mount Ibu in Indonesia’s North Maluku province.

Volcanic spectacle Man dies in 
suspected 
Indonesia 
tiger attack
AFP
Pekanbaru

A man has been found dead 
in western Indonesia after 
a suspected attack by a Su-

matran tiger authorities were still 
hunting, a local offi  cial said yes-
terday, the latest case of confl ict 
between humans and the critically 
endangered species.

There are only several hundred 
tigers on the western island of Su-
matra left in the wild and they are 
often targeted by poachers for their 
body parts. A team of conservation-
ists was deployed to search for the 
big cat yesterday after the 26-year-
old male victim was found dead at a 
plantation in Riau province on Su-
matra island on Thursday afternoon 
with wounds indicating a tiger at-
tack. “Our team has left this morn-
ing (to search for the tiger). Based 
on the report, the area is within the 
tiger habitat,” local conservation 
agency head Genman Suhefti Hasi-
buan said yesterday.

Local police chief Budi Setiawan 
said late Friday they had received a 
report that two workers heard their 
friend screaming while they were 
spraying weeds in a plantation.
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The Eurovision Song Con-
test fi nal got underway in 
Sweden’s Malmo yesterday, 

as tensions mount around Israel’s 
participation during the Gaza war.

Israel is one of 25 nations com-
peting in a contest watched around 
the world by millions of lovers 
of the pop sounds – and kitschy 
shows.

However, Israel’s presence has 
sparked fi erce debate.

A large crowd of protesters gath-
ered on the central square of the 
Swedish host city before marching 
towards the contest venue, wav-
ing Palestinian fl ags and shouting 
“Eurovision united by genocide” 
– a twist on the contest’s offi  cial 
slogan United by Music.

“It’s important to show, like, we 
are going to stand on the right side 
for everyone. This could be any 
other country and we would still be 
standing here because this is about 
children, men and women who 
have been occupied for so many 
years,” said protester Maryam, who 
gave only her fi rst name.

Police estimated that between 
6,000 and 8,000 people joined the 
demonstration.

“We’re not against Eurovision, 

we’re against that Israel is taking 
part. We don’t want its represent-
ative in Malmo...because of what’s 
happening in Gaza,” Ingemar Gus-
tavsson, a Swedish pensioner, told 
AFP.

Diverse Malmo is home to the 
country’s largest community of 
Palestinian origin.

The city is also expecting up to 
100,000 fans from 90 countries, 
on the 50th anniversary of iconic 
pop group ABBA’s Eurovision win 
with Waterloo.

Although police have said no di-
rect threats have been made at the 
competition, they have bolstered 
their numbers with reinforce-
ments from Norway and Denmark.

To gain access to the Malmo 
Arena, the some 9,000 spectators 
have to pass through a reinforced 
security system designed in par-
ticular to discourage protesters 
from approaching.

Meanwhile, the contest was rat-
tled earlier yesterday by the dis-
qualifi cation of Dutch contestant 
Joost Klein.

“Swedish police have investigat-
ed a complaint made by a female 
member of the production crew 
after an incident following his per-
formance in Thursday night’s Semi 
Final,” the European Broadcasting 
Union (EBU), which oversees the 
event, said in a statement. “While 

the legal process takes its course, it 
would not be appropriate for him 
to continue in the Contest.”

Dutch broadcaster AVROTROS 
said the incident had involved 
Klein being fi lmed directly after 
coming off  stage “against clearly 
made agreements”.

According to an AVROTROS 
statement, Klein then repeatedly 
indicated that he did not want to 
be fi lmed after which he made a 
“threatening movement” toward 
the camera, but did not touch the 
camera woman.

“We stand for good manners – 
let there be no misunderstanding 
about that – but in our view, an 
exclusion order is not proportional 
to this incident,” AVROTROS said.

Klein had already courted con-
troversy at Thursday’s press con-
ference when he repeatedly cov-
ered his face with a Dutch fl ag, 
seemingly signifying he didn’t 
agree with being placed next to Is-
rael’s contestant, Eden Golan.

The EBU confi rmed in March 
that Golan would take part, de-
spite calls for her exclusion from 
thousands of musicians around the 
world.

The Gaza war started with the 
events of October 7 in Israel.

Israel’s off ensive has killed at 
least 34,971 people in Gaza, mostly 
women and children, according to 

the Hamas-run territory’s health 
ministry.

Israel ranks with Croatia and 
Switzerland as one of the book-
makers’ favourites in the singing 
extravaganza, which 162mn televi-
sion viewers watched last year.

Golan’s song is an adaptation 
of an earlier version named Octo-
ber Rain, which she modifi ed after 
organisers deemed it too political 
because of its apparent allusions to 
the Hamas attack.

Israel has been taking part in Eu-
rovision since 1973, most recently 
winning it for the fourth time in 
2018.

However, the country’s partici-
pation this year has caused bitter 
divisions.

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu wished Golan good 
luck and said she had “already 
won” by enduring the protests that 
he called a “horrible wave of anti-
Semitism”.

In Spain, the far-left Sumar 
party on Friday launched a petition 
calling for Israel to be excluded 
from the competition while “its 
army is exterminating the Pales-
tinian people and razing its land”.

Meanwhile German Culture 
Minister Claudia Roth denounced 
as “absolutely unacceptable” calls 
to boycott Israeli artists.

The EBU has insisted that it does 

not play politics.
This neutrality was challenged 

on Tuesday by Swedish singer Eric 
Saade, who took part in the open-
ing number of the competition 
wearing a keffi  yeh around his arm.

Two days later, unions at Belgian 
broadcaster VRT briefl y inter-
rupted transmission of the second 
semi-fi nal to broadcast a message 
condemning “the violations of hu-
man rights by the state of Israel”.

During rehearsals yesterday, Sli-
mane, France’s candidate, briefl y 
interrupted his performance for 
a short speech on peace, his team 
confi rmed to AFP.

“We need to be united by mu-
sic, yes, but with love for peace,” 
he said, referring to the Eurovision 

slogan United by Music.
More than 10,000 pro-Palestin-

ian campaigners, including climate 
activist Greta Thunberg, staged a 
non-violent protest ahead of the 
semi-fi nal on Thursday.

A smaller group of pro-Israeli 
supporters, including members of 
Malmo’s Jewish community, also 
staged a peaceful demonstration 
on Thursday, defending Israeli solo 
artist Golan and her right to take 
part in the contest.

Pro-Palestinian protesters have 
complained of double standards as 
the European Broadcasting Union 
(EBU) that organises the contest 
banned Russia from Eurovision 
in 2022 following its invasion of 
Ukraine.

Eurovision in Gaza’s shadow 
as Israel competes in fi nal
AFP/Reuters
Malmo

A man wearing a keff iyeh looks out of the window of a fast-food 
restaurant as pro-Palestinian protesters opposing Israel’s participation 
in the 68th edition of the Eurovision Song Contest (ESC) demonstrate in 
Malmo, Sweden.

Prince Harry spoke in Nigeria yester-
day of the tragic loss of the “brave 
souls” in the country’s military who 

had lost their lives in confl icts, and said he 
felt “goosebumps” after seeing plans for a 
new centre to rehabilitate injured troops.

Nigerian forces are fi ghting religious 
militants in the northeast of the country 
and armed kidnapping gangs in the north-
west.

Harry, the 39-year-old Duke of Sussex, 
and his wife Meghan arrived in Africa’s 
most populous nation on Friday in a trip 
linked to the Invictus Games, an interna-
tional sporting event that the Duke of Sus-
sex started a decade ago for troops injured 
in action.

Nigeria fi rst participated in the Games in 
2023.

At a reception for military families in 
Abuja, Harry said he had on Friday met 50 
wounded soldiers during a trip to northern 
Kaduna and could see that the injuries were 
defi ning their lives, but there were some 
who had smiles on their faces.

“What this proved to me, what this re-
minds me of, is the power of seeing what 
is possible post injury,” said Harry, adding 
that “seeing the plans for the new Invictus 
Centre gives me goosebumps”.

Harry, the youngest son of King Charles, 

lives in the United States with Meghan and 
their two children after he gave up working 
as a member of the royal family in 2020. He 
served as a military helicopter pilot in Af-
ghanistan.

Abike Dabiri Erewa, chairperson of the 
Nigerian Diaspora Commission, brought 
wide smiles and claps from Meghan when 
she exclaimed: “Princess Meghan is a Ni-
gerian.”

She was referring to a podcast in which 
Meghan said she had Nigerian heritage.

Harry earlier played in a volleyball match 
as an animated Meghan clapped every 

point for both teams and broadly smiled 
and cheered when Harry’s fi rst point was 
notched up.

The match at an offi  cer’s mess complex 
in Abuja saw Harry’s team dressed in yellow 
playing off  in an exhibition against a team 
led by Nigeria’s chief of defence staff , the 
country’s top commander.

With chants of “Team Harry, Team Har-
ry” when they scored, the prince’s team 
took an early lead with players seated on 
foam mats, some missing legs.

However, they lost the match to the com-
mander’s squad Team CDS.

Before Nigeria, Prince Harry was in Lon-
don on Wednesday to mark the 10th anni-
versary of the games.

As with all his trips to the UK since he 
moved to the United States in 2020, his visit 
prompted renewed speculation over a rec-
onciliation with his family. 

However, he did not meet with his father 
Charles.

Harry was invited to visit by Nigeria’s 
military command.

Chief of Defence Staff  General Christo-
pher Musa has praised the experience of 
Nigerian troops at the Invictus Games.

In Nigeria, Harry speaks of ‘brave souls’ losing lives in confl ict
Reuters/AFP
Abuja

Harry and Meghan at a volleyball match with wounded army veterans at the Nigerian army off icers’ mess in Abuja.

Two environmental activists in their eighties have been 
charged with criminal damage after glueing themselves to 
a glass case containing the historic Magna Carta document 

at the British Library in central London, police said yesterday.
Anglican priest Sue Parfi tt, 82, and retired teacher Judy Bruce, 

85, held up a sign saying “The government is breaking the law” 
after attaching themselves to the display case on Friday, accord-
ing to Just Stop Oil.

London’s Metropolitan police said two women had been 
charged with criminal damage and released on bail.

The library said the damage to the glass case was “minimal”.

“Magna Carta itself remains undamaged,” it said, adding that 
the gallery that houses the display would remain closed until fur-
ther notice.

Magna Carta is seen as a precursor of democracy and the basis 
of legal systems across the world as well as human rights conven-
tions.

Dating from June 1215, the Great Charter – considered one of 
the world’s most important documents – fi rst put into writing 
the principle that the king and his government were not above the 
law.

The two women will appear before magistrates in London on 
June 20.

Just Stop Oil wants the UK government to end all new oil and 
gas exploration and has promised not to let up in its protests until 
it does so.

Two UK octogenarian climate activists 
charged over Magna Carta stunt
AFP
London

This picture taken on Friday shows Parfitt and Bruce breaking parts of the reinforced 
case holding an original text of the Magna Carta in the British Library in London.

Rescuers and onlookers cheered and ap-
plauded yesterday as a survivor emerged 
after 116 hours from underneath the rub-

ble of a collapsed building in South Africa, with 
the tragedy having killed at least 13.

“It is a miracle that we have all been hop-
ing for,” Western Cape provincial premier Alan 
Winde said on X.

An apartment block under construction in the 
southern city of George crumbled Monday after-
noon while a crew of 81 were on site.

In a video shared by the municipality, Gabriel 
Guambe said: “I’m okay now, I’m okay now, eve-
rything is okay. Thank you, God bless you guys.”

“Mr Guambe is recovering well...having re-
markably sustained only minor injuries,” au-
thorities said in a statement, adding that he was 
in “good spirits”.

The 32-year-old construction worker was lo-

cated by rescuers who heard a moan from under 
the rubble. He was only pulled out hours after 
being initially found.

“When we went down to the side of the slab 
we had uncovered, we heard somebody inside 
and we stopped all the heavy operations,” Colin 
Deiner, head of rescue operations, told reporters.

Rescuers then called out to the survivor and 
he spoke back, Deiner said. “He indicated to us 
that he’s got weight on his legs, and we’re very 
concerned about that after such a long period of 
time.”

Rescue teams have been working against time 
ever since the structure came crashing down.

Twenty-nine people have been rescued alive 
while thirty-nine remained unaccounted for.

Winde said a “diffi  cult” identifi cation process 
was underway and that police were using fi nger-
prints, DNA testing and photographs.

Construction plans for a 42-unit apartment 
block had been approved by the city in July.

The reasons for the building collapse remain 
unknown.

‘Miracle’ survivor found 5 days 
after S Africa building collapse
AFP
Johannesburg

A man raises his hand as rescue workers carry him to an ambulance after being 
rescued, having survived 118 hours after a deadly building collapse in George, 
South Africa.

Gunmen 
kidnap 
more than 
100 in 
Nigeria
Reuters
Maidugiri

More than 100 people were 
kidnapped by gunmen 
during Friday night raids 

on three villages in northwest Ni-
geria, a district head and residents 
said yesterday, the latest abduc-
tion of villagers in a region blight-
ed by widespread insecurity.

Kidnapping has become en-
demic in Nigeria’s northwest as 
roving gangs of armed men abduct 
people from villages, highways 
and schools, and demand ransom 
money from their relatives.

Alhaji Bala, head of a district in 
the Birnin-Magaji local govern-
ment area of Zamfara, said gun-
men attacked the villages of Gora, 
Madomawa and Jambuzu and that 
38 men and 67 women and chil-
dren were missing.

“But the number of people ab-
ducted could be more than that,” 
he said.

Zamfara is a hotspot for kidnap-
ping gangs who carry out attacks 
and retreat into forests where they 
have set up camps.

The Nigerian military has 
bombed some of the camps but 
attacks continue.

Yezid Abubakar, Zamfara police 
spokesperson, could not immedi-
ately be reached for comment.

Aminu Aliyu Asha, the Mad-
omawa village head, said gunmen 
arrived in his village on motor-
bikes and shot sporadically before 
kidnapping several people.

“The abduction breaches the 
peace agreement between us and 
bandits. In February this year, we 
made several ransom payments in 
order to stop them from attacking 
our territory,” said Asha.

Nusa Sani said that his two 
brothers were among those ab-
ducted, while another resident, 
Garba Kira, added that among the 
abducted were 15 passengers in a 
lorry that was passing through the 
villages.
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US Supreme Court Justice Clarence 
Thomas, who has found himself 
under scrutiny over his judicial de-

cisions and accepting lavish gifts from a 
billionaire Republican, is dismissing the 
criticism as “nastiness” and “lies”, accord-
ing to US media.

“There’s certainly been a lot of negativ-
ity in our lives, my wife and I, over the last 
few years, but we choose not to focus on it,” 
the New York Times quoted Thomas as say-
ing on Friday at a judicial conference in the 
southern US state of Alabama.

Staunch conservative Thomas, the long-
est-serving justice on the court, has been 
embroiled in controversy since it emerged 
last year that he had gone on a trip paid for 
by Republican donor and real estate tycoon 
Harlan Crow.

The justice has also faced calls to recuse 
himself from cases related to the 2020 elec-
tion because of his wife’s involvement with 
eff orts to block Joe Biden’s victory.

“What you are going to fi nd, especially 
in Washington, is that people are going to 
pride themselves on being awful,” Thomas 
said, according to the Washington Post. 
“It’s a hideous place.”

The Supreme Court judge stressed that 
he and his wife are determined to ignore 

their critics and focus on the positive.
“You don’t get to prevent people from 

doing horrible things or saying horrible 
things,” the justice was quoted as saying 
by the Times. “But one, you have to under-
stand and accept the fact that they don’t, 
they can’t change you unless you permit 
that.”

According to a ProPublica investigation 
published last year, 75-year-old Thomas 
went on one trip to Indonesia paid for by 
Crow that alone was likely worth $500,000.

He also joined Crow – whose friendship 
with the justice the New York Times in 2011 
called “unusual and ethically sensitive” – 
for trips to an exclusive all-male wilder-
ness resort in California and to properties 

in Texas and New York state over the past 
two decades.

Crow told ProPublica that his gifts to 
Thomas were “no diff erent from the hospi-
tality we have extended to our many other 
dear friends” and that the two had never 
discussed pending cases.

Thomas, who was nominated for the 
court in 1991 after a confi rmation process 
in which he was accused of sexual harass-
ment by a former aide, joined the majority 
of judges who ruled to overturn the national 
right to abortion last year.

He went further than his colleagues, 
saying the conservative-dominated court 
should also examine its rulings on contra-
ception and same-sex marriage.

US Supreme Court justice dismisses lavish gifts reports as lies
AFP
Washington

Donald Trump indicated yesterday that 
he is not considering his former Re-
publican rival Nikki Haley for vice-

president.
The 77-year-old real estate tycoon, who 

hopes to return to the White House, has eve-
ryone guessing about whom he will pick as 
his running mate in the November vote.

Senators Tim Scott and JD Vance and New 
York congresswoman Elise Stefanik have 
been named as the most likely candidates.

“Nikki Haley is not under consideration 
for the V.P. slot, but I wish her well!” Trump 

wrote on his Truth Social platform.
Citing people familiar with the situation, 

Axios had reported that Trump could pick 
Haley if he were convinced she could help 
him win the presidency, avoid a potential 
prison sentence and cover tens of millions in 
legal bills if he loses.

Comment was not available from Haley.
Haley, who was Trump’s last rival in the 

Republican primaries, would have been a 
surprising pick indeed.

The 52-year-old has yet to endorse the man 
who, during the fi nal months of the primary 
campaign, referred to her as “birdbrain”.

However, the former South Carolina gov-
ernor is popular with moderate and inde-
pendent voters who President Joe Biden is 

keen to wrest from the Republicans and who 
Trump would do well to court.

AFP reached out to the Trump team earlier 
this week for a hint on the kind of person who 
might turn the candidate’s head.

A campaign aide demurred.
“Anyone claiming to know who or when 

President Trump will choose (as) his VP is 
lying, unless the person is named Donald J 
Trump,” he said.

Trump is in no hurry to pick a running 
mate, according to advisers.

He will not be formally nominated until 
the Republican convention in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, in July.

He will face Biden in the November 5 gen-
eral election.

Trump not considering former rival Haley for VP
AFP/Reuters
Washington

Trump son 
Barron 
pulls out 
of political 
debut

Donald Trump’s young-
est son Barron, 18, on Fri-
day stepped back from his 

planned political debut, with-
drawing as a delegate at the Re-
publican Party convention in July.

Barron, who has been largely 
shielded from the public eye, 
made global headlines this week 
when it appeared he would be the 
latest member of the Trump fam-
ily to enter the political arena.

But a statement from the offi  ce 
of his mother Melania Trump, the 
former president’s third wife, soon 
put a stop to the convention plan.

“While Barron is honoured to 
have been chosen as a delegate 
by the Florida Republican Party, 
he regretfully declines to partici-
pate due to prior commitments,” 
it said.

The convention in Milwaukee 
will see Trump’s offi  cial crowning 
as the Republican challenger to 
Democratic President Joe Biden, 
with delegates from each state 
designating their candidate for the 
November election.

Barron would have appeared 
alongside his siblings Donald 
Trump Jr, Eric Trump and Tiff any 
Trump as part of the Florida del-
egation.

Barron lived in the White House 
as a child when his father was 
president, but has been fi ercely 
protected from public view.

Trump’s oldest daughter, Ivan-
ka, was a senior adviser in his fi rst 
presidency alongside her husband 
Jared Kushner, while Don Jr and 
Eric are regulars at Trump rallies 
and on the campaign trail.

In March, the Republican Na-
tional Committee elected Eric’s 
wife Lara to a leadership position. 
– AFP

The biggest geomagnetic storm in 
two decades, sparked by solar fl ares, 
caused dazzling lights displays in 

parts of Latin America overnight on Friday, 
including a rare appearance in Mexico.

In Mexicali, a desert city on Mexico’s 
northern border thousands of miles from 
the Arctic regions where the northern lights 
are common, gradients of pink and purple 
illuminated the night sky.

The civil protection agency in Mexicali’s 
state of Baja California said more auroras 
could be visible this evening.

In Chile, where the lights are known as 
Aurora Australis, or Southern Lights, local 
media and social media users shared photos 
of the sky in the city of Punta Arenas paint-
ed with reds and magentas.

Local media in Argentina reported simi-
lar hues illuminating the sky in the Patago-
nian city of Ushuaia.

Geomagnetic storms are caused when 
explosions of plasma and magnetic fi elds 
from the sun’s corona are directed at Earth, 
where they can trigger such aurora displays, 
according to the US National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

The geomagnetic storm is likely to con-
tinue through the weekend, the agency said.

More powerful solar storms are expected 
over the weekend, threatening possible dis-
ruptions to satellites and power grids.

Social media lit up with people post-
ing pictures of auroras from northern Eu-
rope (where it is called Aurora Borealis, or 
Northern Lights) and Australasia.

“We’ve just woken the kids to go watch 
the Northern Lights in the back garden! 
Clearly visible with the naked eye,” Iain 
Mansfi eld in Hertford, England, told AFP.

That sense of wonder was shared in Aus-
tralia’s island state of Tasmania.

“Absolutely biblical skies in Tasmania at 
4am this morning. I’m leaving today and 
knew I could not pass up this opportu-
nity,” photographer Sean O’Riordan posted 
alongside a photo on social media platform 
X.

The excitement spread across Europe and 
North America, from Mont Saint-Michel 
on the French coast to Payette, Idaho, 
where the sky shimmered with green light 
above the western US states.

The NOAA, in an update yesterday, said 
that “storming of varying intensity” will 
persist through at least today.

“The threat of additional strong fl ares 
and CMEs will remain until the large and 
magnetically complex sunspot cluster ro-
tates out of view over the next several days,” 
it said. “There have been reports of power 
grid irregularities and degradation to high-
frequency communications and GPS (Glo-
bal Positioning System).”

Authorities notifi ed satellite operators, 
airlines and the power grid to take pre-
cautionary steps for potential disruptions 
caused by changes to Earth’s magnetic fi eld.

Elon Musk, whose Starlink satellite in-
ternet operator has some 5,000 satellites in 
low Earth orbit, described the solar storm 
as the “biggest in a long time”.

“Starlink satellites are under a lot of 
pressure, but holding up so far,” Musk post-
ed on his X platform.

China’s National Centre for Space 
Weather issued a “red alert” yesterday 
morning warning the storm is expected to 
continue throughout the weekend and will 
impact communications and navigation in 
most areas of the country, state news agen-
cy Xinhua reported.

Unlike solar fl ares, which travel at the 

speed of light and reach Earth in around 
eight minutes, CMEs travel at a more sedate 
pace, with offi  cials putting the current av-
erage at 800km (500 miles) per second.

The CMEs emanated from a massive 
sunspot cluster that is 17 times wider than 
our planet.

The Sun is approaching the peak of an 11-
year cycle that brings heightened activity.

Mathew Owens, a professor of space 
physics at the University of Reading, told 
AFP that how far the eff ects would be felt 
over the planet’s northern and southern 
latitudes would depend on the storm’s fi nal 
strength.

“Go outside tonight and look would be 
my advice because if you see the aurora, it’s 
quite a spectacular thing,” he said.

People with eclipse glasses can also look 
for the sunspot cluster during the day.

The NOAA’s Brent Gordon encouraged 
the public to try to capture the night sky 
with phone cameras even if they couldn’t 
see auroras with their naked eyes.

“Just go out your back door and take a 
picture with the newer cell phones and 
you’d be amazed at what you see in that 
picture versus what you see with your eyes.”

Fluctuating magnetic fi elds associated 
with geomagnetic storms induce currents 
in long wires, including power lines, which 
can potentially lead to blackouts.

Long pipelines can also become electri-
fi ed, leading to engineering problems.

Spacecraft are also at risk from high dos-
es of radiation, although the atmosphere 
prevents this from reaching Earth.

Nasa has a dedicated team looking into 
astronaut safety and can ask astronauts on 
the International Space Station to move to 

places within the outpost that are better 
shielded.

Following one particularly strong fl are 
peak, the US Space Weather Prediction 
Centre said users of high-frequency radio 
signals “may experience temporary degra-
dation or complete loss of signal on much of 
the sunlit side of Earth”.

Even pigeons and other species that have 
internal biological compasses could be af-
fected. 

Pigeon handlers have noted a reduction 
in birds coming home during geomagnetic 
storms, according to the National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration (Nasa)’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory.

The most powerful geomagnetic storm in 
recorded history, known as the Carrington 
Event after British astronomer Richard 
Carrington, occurred in September 1859.

First ‘extreme’ solar storm in 20 
years brings spectacular auroras
AFP/Reuters
Paris

The Aurora Borealis illuminates the sky in 
Espoo, Finland.

People gather to watch the Aurora Borealis, also known as the Northern Lights, in New 
Brighton in northwest England.

The Aurora Australis glows over waters of 
Lake Ellesmere near Christchurch.

Right: The Aurora Australis, also known as 
the Southern Lights, is seen on the horizon 
as seen from Ushuaia, Argentina.

Mali talks 
propose 
junta rule for 
3 more years

Participants in Mali’s nation-
al dialogue on Friday recom-
mended extending the mili-

tary-led transition to democracy 
by three years and allowing junta 
leader Assimi Goita to stand in the 
eventual election.

The West African country has 
been under military rule since a 
coup in 2020, and tensions have 
risen over the junta’s failure to 
stick to a promised timeline for the 
return to constitutional rule.

Months-long nationwide con-
sultations, which were boycotted 
by many of the opposition, cul-
minated on Friday with a host of 
recommendations including the 
extension of the transition to fi ve 
years from two, eff ectively pro-
longing the junta’s rule to 2027.

The substantial delay is likely 
to deepen concerns about demo-
cratic backsliding in West and 
Central Africa, where there have 
been eight coups over the past 
four years.

On the security front, partici-
pants in the consultations advised 
the authorities be open to dia-
logue with Islamist armed groups 
and engage with all Malian armed 
movements.

On the Sahara Desert’s southern 
fringe, Mali has been plagued by 
violence since 2012, when Islamist 
militants hijacked an uprising by 
the Tuareg groups. – Reuters

Former Peru 
president 
Fujimori 
has tongue 
cancer
AFP
Lima

Former Peruvian president 
Alberto Fujimori, released 
from prison in December 

after serving 16 years for crimes 
against humanity, said on Friday 
that he had been diagnosed with a 
malignant tongue tumour.

President from 1990-2000, Fu-
jimori has been in poor health and 
was freed for humanitarian rea-
sons after only serving part of his 
25-year sentence.

Fujimori, now 85, was sent to 
prison in 2009 over massacres 
committed by army death squads 
in 1991 and 1992 in which 25 peo-
ple, including a child, were killed 
in supposed anti-terrorist opera-
tions.

“Now that I’ve regained my 
freedom, I face a new battle,” Fu-
jimori said in a video posted on 
social media platform X.

Fujimori has undergone surgery 
several times for a cancerous le-
sion on his tongue and also suf-
fered from a lung tumour reported 
in 2018, as well as heart problems.

“The results confi rm a new tu-
mour diagnosed as malignant. 
So I’m going to start treatment 
alongside my family,” he said.

Fujimori, who is of Japanese 
heritage, divided Peruvians like 
few other leaders of the Andean 
country of 32mn people.

To some, he is remembered 
for bolstering economic growth 
through his neo-liberal economic 
policies, while crushing left-wing 
insurgencies, including the Shin-
ing Path rebels.

Others recall his ruthless, au-
thoritarian governing style.

He asked for “forgiveness” in 
2017 for the actions of his admin-
istration.



If the past three years have 
taught us anything, it is that 
low infl ation cannot be taken 
for granted. Even though 

US infl ation remains above the 
Federal Reserve’s 2% target for 
price stability, former president 
Donald Trump’s advisers are 
discussing a new and dangerous 
approach to monetary policy. If 
implemented during a second 
Trump presidency, it would 
undo the decades of hard work 
that allowed the Fed to reduce 
annualised infl ation by nearly four 
percentage points since 2022, to 
roughly 3%, at little or no cost to 
the real economy.

Trump’s advisers are reportedly 
considering two complementary 
policy changes. One proposal 
reportedly involves increasing 
direct presidential control over 
the Fed’s interest-rate decisions 
and rulemaking. Simultaneously, 
Trump’s trade team, led by former 
US Trade Representative Robert 
Lighthizer, apparently wants to 
weaken the dollar’s exchange rate.

While some Trump advisers 
have denied any plans to devalue 
the dollar, Trump’s preference for 
lower interest rates and a weaker 
currency was evident during his 
fi rst term. The proposed policies 
would make it easier for him to 
override the Fed’s independence 
and achieve both objectives. 
The result would be a potent 
infl ationary cocktail.

Trump’s desire for a weaker 
dollar is driven by his belief, 
shared by Lighthizer, that the 
dollar is “too strong.” This, in 
turn, makes US exports expensive 
in foreign markets and imports 
cheaper for American consumers, 
resulting in a large trade defi cit. 

Both Trump and Lighthizer see 
this as problematic because, in 
the absence of balanced trade 
where imports equal exports in 
value, the United States is funding 
its trade defi cit by borrowing from 
or eff ectively ceding domestic 
assets to foreign entities.

But this interpretation 
refl ects a myopic,  17th century 
understanding of trade and the 
economy. In reality, the infl ows of 
money that sustain trade defi cits 
can be used to build new factories, 
promote better use of existing US 
assets, or fi nance new domestic 
investments and enterprises, with 
positive spillovers to American 
workers and fi rms.

To be sure, one could argue 
that a lower trade defi cit boosts 
demand for US products, thereby 
creating jobs. But with the US 
already at full employment, the 
Fed is maintaining higher interest 
rates precisely to curb demand and 
bring infl ation down. While the Fed 
was aided in that task by a stronger 
dollar, a weaker currency would 
have the opposite eff ect. Moreover, 
like the import tariff s favoured by 
Trump and Lighthizer, a weaker 
dollar would hurt consumers 
by driving up prices for goods 
containing imported components.

Even if a weaker dollar and 
balanced trade were worthwhile 
goals, the policy options for 
achieving them range from 
infeasible to harmful. For 
example, the US Treasury and 
the Fed could purchase foreign-
currency securities and sell 
dollar-denominated bonds. But 
given that the foreign-exchange 
market’s daily turnover is close to 
$8tn, these purchases would need 
to be implemented on a massive 
scale, which would expose the US 
government’s balance sheet to 
huge losses if the dollar were to 
strengthen.

Currency-market intervention 
could be more eff ective if America’s 
allies supported it, as they 
supported the 1985 Plaza Accord. 
But while countries like Japan and 
Korea are becoming increasingly 
nervous about the weakness of 
their currencies, most others are 
not and would require convincing. 
And good luck organising a 
cooperative international eff ort 
while Trump is threatening to 
withdraw from Nato.

US threats to impose tariff s 
on countries perceived to have 
weak currencies would introduce 
further uncertainty into global 
trade, potentially damaging 
investment and growth. 
Moreover, it is doubtful that 
any of this would signifi cantly 
improve the US trade balance.

Adjusting interest rates is a 
more reliable way to infl uence 
the dollar’s value. But given that 
foreign central banks are unlikely 
to raise interest rates and risk 
pushing their economies into 
recession just to accommodate 
Trump, the Fed would be 
under pressure to lower rates 
prematurely. This strategy would 
be infl ationary and self-defeating, 
as higher domestic prices would 
off set any potential cost savings 
for foreign buyers that a weaker 
dollar might otherwise provide. 
Nevertheless, this might be the 
path of least resistance if Trump 
manages to establish greater 
presidential control over Fed 
policy, although it could just 
as easily worsen the US trade 
balance as improve it.

A surefi re way to weaken the 
dollar and reduce the US trade 
defi cit is to shrink the federal 
government’s yawning fi scal 
defi cit, enabling the Fed to 
lower interest rates sooner while 
controlling infl ation. Although 
this policy would yield long-

term benefi ts for the US and the 
global economy, it has virtually 
no political support from either 
Democrats or Republicans, 
including Trump.

As global infl ation spiked 
following the Covid-19 pandemic, 
some observers feared a return 
to the 1970s, when high and 
persistent infl ation made 
economic life more unpredictable 
and stressful for households and 
businesses. Back then, it took 
a deep international recession 
to restore price stability. This 
time, however, infl ation fell 
rapidly without the need for 
deep recessions, as supply-chain 
pressures eased and the Fed, along 
with other central banks, acted 
decisively to restrain demand by 
hiking interest rates. 

Central to this success was the 
fact that markets’ longer-term 
infl ation expectations remained 
anchored. The actions of central 
banks, together with their 
consistent track records over 
several decades and institutional 
independence, fostered 
confi dence that their eff orts to 
tame infl ation would be eff ective.

These positive developments 
would have been impossible in a 
world where monetary policy was 
politicised, under presidential 
control, and focused on the 
dollar’s external value rather than 
its far more crucial internal value. 
Trump’s plans for the Fed and the 
dollar are a one-way ticket back 
to the infl ationary chaos of the 
1970s. — Project Syndicate

• Maurice Obstfeld, a former chief 
economist of the International 
Monetary Fund, is Senior Fellow 
at the Peterson Institute for 
International Economics and 
Professor of Economics Emeritus 
at the University of California, 
Berkeley.

Artifi cial intelligence (AI) has the potential to revolutionise global 
education systems and improve the experiences of educators and 
students alike.

AI, experts say, could transform education by enhancing 
personalisation, boosting digital skills and empowering teachers with 
advanced capacity-improving tools.

They maintain that AI can tailor educational content to individual 
students’ needs, interests, and learning styles. By analysing students’ 
performance data, AI systems have the ability to provide personalised 
recommendations, adaptive learning paths, and targeted interventions 
to help each student reach their full potential.

A new World Economic Forum report explores how artifi cial 
intelligence could revolutionise education systems and improve the 
experiences of educators and students alike. 

The new research outlines AI’s wide-ranging potential – from 
personalising learning experiences, to streamlining administrative 
tasks, integrating AI into educational curricula and more – and fi nds 
that a responsible application of emerging technologies could herald a 
new era in education worldwide.

The new report, ‘Shaping 
the Future of Learning: The 
Role of AI in Education 4.0’, 
indicates how emerging 
technology can help 
educational systems meet the 
increased demands for digital 
literacy and personalised 
learning environments. 

Through a series of 
case studies, it shows how 
innovative AI applications 
are already transforming 
education by improving 
learning outcomes, 
empowering educators and 
equipping students with the 
skills of the future.

“AI is rapidly reshaping the 
global education landscape,” 
said Saadia Zahidi, managing 
director, World Economic 
Forum. 

“If deployed safely 
and strategically, AI can 
help adapt learning to the 
needs of each student, 
enabling an innovative, 

scalable personalised learning experience that is vital for both student 
engagement and the eff ectiveness of educators.”

The report analyses the varied opportunities AI introduces to 
the education sector, emphasising the refi nement of assessment 
processes for more timely and holistic evaluations and insights into 
student progress. It also details how AI can optimise educator roles 
by automating and augmenting up to 20% of educator clerical tasks, 
reducing administrative burdens and enabling more time for teachers to 
focus on personalisation, improving pedagogy and supporting students’ 
social-emotional needs. 

AI’s integration into educational curricula also equips students with 
essential future skills and knowledge, while personalised learning 
content and experiences provide tailored educational pathways to 
meet diverse student needs. AI’s potential to dramatically improve 
educational outcomes necessitates a proactive approach to harness 
these technologies while carefully addressing the challenges they pose. 

These include ensuring equitable access to technology, addressing 
concerns of data privacy and bias, and navigating the potential 
displacement of traditional teaching roles.

The report calls on policy-makers and educational leaders to 
integrate AI responsibly into their education systems by ensuring the 
protection of sensitive information through the implementation of 
robust data privacy and security protocols. 

The paper also provides a call to action for stronger collaboration 
between AI developers and educators to ensure that new AI tools 
promote better student outcomes.

There is every reason to believe that AI has the potential to 
democratise education, making high-quality learning experiences more 
accessible, aff ordable, and eff ective for learners around the world. 

However, it is essential to address ethical, privacy, and equity 
considerations to ensure that AI technologies benefi t all students and 
contribute to the advancement of education globally.
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It is essential 
to address 
ethical, privacy, 
and equity 
considerations 
to ensure that 
AI technologies 
benefi t all 
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contribute to the 
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of education 
globally

Trump’s plans for Fed would 
revive 1970s-style infl ation
By Maurice Obstfeld
Berkeley

Republican presidential candidate and former US president Donald Trump gestures during a campaign rally in Green Bay, Wisconsin, last 
month. (Reuters)
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Harnessing AI 
tech for global 
advancement 
of education

US First Lady Jill Biden delivers the commencement address for Mesa Community College at Desert Financial Arena in Tempe, Arizona, 
yesterday. (Reuters)

First Lady’s day out



11Gulf Times
Sunday, May 12, 2024

WORLD

Russia said yesterday that it had cap-
tured fi ve villages in Ukraine’s north-
eastern Kharkiv region during a sur-

prise ground off ensive that prompted mass 
evacuations, as President Volodymyr Zel-
ensky made an urgent call for military aid.

Moscow’s defence ministry said its 
troops had “liberated” fi ve villages in 
Ukraine’s Kharkiv region near the Russian 
border – Borysivka, Ogirtseve, Pletenivka, 
Pylna and Strilecha – as well as taking one 
village in the Donetsk region.

Ukraine’s defence ministry said on Friday 
that Russia had launched a surprise attack 
on the Kharkiv region, making small ad-
vances into a border zone from where it had 
been pushed back nearly two years ago.

“Fighting for villages...continues in the 
border area,” Ukrainian military spokesman 
Nazar Voloshyn said on national television 
yesterday.

There was “heavy fi ghting” in the border 
area and 1,775 people have been evacuated, 
Kharkiv regional governor Oleg Synegubov 
wrote on social media.

Two men aged 50 and 48 were killed and 
two wounded by guided aerial bomb attacks 
on the town of Vovchansk close to the bor-
der, Synegubov said later.

He posted video from Vovchansk show-
ing windows blown out of a multi-storey 
block of fl ats and shattered houses on fi re.

The governor insisted there was “no 
threat of a ground operation” for the city of 
Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second largest.

Groups of people fl eeing the border area 
were arriving in vans and cars loaded with 
bags at a reception centre for evacuees near 
Kharkiv, AFP journalists saw.

Evacuees – many of them elderly – re-
ceived food and medical assistance and 
could sleep in bunk beds.

One 61-year-old woman, Lyubov 
Nikolaieva, told AFP that she had fl ed the 
border village of Lyptsi along with her 
81-year-old mother.

“It’s impossible to live there,” said 
Nikolaieva, adding that her family “stayed 
there until the last moment”.

“There is constant incoming fi re: those 
guided aerial bombs and mortar shells 
whistling overhead. It became very scary,” 
she said.

An aid worker helping evacuate resi-
dents, Dmytro Tkachenko, 37, told AFP: 

“There is a really hard, diffi  cult situation 
in the directions of Vovchansk and Lyptsi. 
“There is some (troop) movement and at 
the moment, it really complicates the evac-
uation from these areas, because it’s really 
dangerous.”

The Kharkiv region has been mostly un-
der Ukrainian control since September 
2022.

Zelensky said yesterday that troops must 
“return the initiative to Ukraine” and urged 
Kyiv’s allies to speed up arms deliveries.

“Every air-defence system, every anti-
missile system is literally what saves lives,” 
he said. “It is important that our partners 
support our soldiers and Ukrainian resil-

ience with timely deliveries – really timely 
ones.”

“The package that really helps is the 
weapons brought to Ukraine, not just the 
announced ones,” Zelensky added.

Ukrainian forces have multiplied attacks 
inside Russia and Russia-held areas of 
Ukraine, particularly on energy infrastruc-
ture.

Also yesterday, a missile strike killed 
three people when it hit a restaurant called 
Paradise in the Russian-held city of Donet-
sk, eastern Ukraine.

The attack using US HIMARS precision 
rocket launchers killed two diners and a 
restaurant worker and wounded nine, offi  -
cials from the Russian-backed administra-
tion said.

Offi  cials in Kyiv had warned for weeks 
that Moscow might try to attack its north-
eastern border regions, pressing its advan-
tage as Ukraine struggles with delays in 
Western aid and manpower shortages.

Ukraine’s military said it had deployed 
reserve units “to strengthen the defence in 
these areas of the front”.

Military expert Olivier Kempf told AFP 
yesterday that Russia’s ground operation 
was most likely aimed at creating a buff er 
zone near its Belgorod region, recently 
raided by pro-Ukrainian units, or divert-
ing Ukraine’s resources from the Donetsk 
region.

“Twenty-four hours after the launch 
of the operations, it doesn’t look like a big 
off ensive,” said the associate fellow at the 
Foundation for Strategic Research, a French 
think tank.

Washington announced a new $400mn 
military aid package for Kyiv hours after 
the offensive began, and said it was con-
fident Ukraine could repel any fresh Rus-
sian campaign.

Fierce fi ghting rages in Ukraine 
region as Russia touts gains
AFP
Kyiv

Firefighters work at a site of a Russian missile strike in Ukraine’s Kharkiv.

Thousands of protesters 
marched through central 
Tbilisi yesterday at a rally 

against a controversial “foreign 
infl uence” bill backed by the 
Georgian government and lik-
ened to Russian laws silencing 
dissent.

Massive rallies have gripped 
the Black Sea Caucasus coun-
try for almost a month after the 
ruling Georgian Dream party re-
vived the bill dropped last year 
because of a huge backlash.

Demonstrators converged on 
Tbilisi’s central Europe Square 
yesterday evening in the latest 
protest, an AFP journalist saw.

Under pouring rain, protesters 
chanted “No to the Russian law!” 
and “No to the Russian dictator-
ship!”, waving red-and-white 
Georgian fl ags and blue EU fl ags 
in a sea of umbrellas on the large 
square.

“We are protecting our Euro-
pean future and our freedom,” 
said one of the protesters, Mari-
am Meunrgia, 39, who works for 
a German company, adding she 
fears the country is going in the 
direction of Russia.

“We don’t need to return to 
the Soviet Union,” said 38-year-
old Georgian-language teacher 
Lela Tsiklauri.

The European Union, the 
United States and the United 
Nations have spoken out against 
the legislation, with the UN hu-
man rights chief Volker Turk also 
voicing concern about police vi-
olence against protesters.

Georgian police broke up a 
demonstration on April 30, fi ring 
tear gas, water cannon and rub-
ber bullets, and beating and ar-
resting scores of people.

The bill passed its sec-
ond reading in parliament this 

month, ahead of parliamentary 
elections in October, seen as a 
key test of democracy in the EU-
aspiring former Soviet republic.

If adopted, the law would 
require that any independent 
non-governmental organisation 

(NGO) and media organisation 
receiving more than 20% of its 
funding from abroad register as 
an “organisation pursuing the 
interests of a foreign power”.

Georgian Dream has defended 
the bill, saying it will increase 

transparency over NGOs’ foreign 
funding. It says it aims to sign the 
measure into law by mid-May.

Last year, mass street protests 
forced Georgian Dream to drop 
plans for similar measures, but it 
then reintroduced the bill.

“This year, the wave of people 
and the anger is stronger,” said 
21-year-old student Anri Pap-
idze, wearing a leather jacket and 
black cap. “We are not the vic-
tims of propaganda. We are not 
going to stop. We won’t be the 
slaves of the Russian empire.”

Another protester, Viktoria 
Sarjveladze, 46, was wrapped 
in a Ukrainian fl ag and said her 
husband is fi ghting against Rus-
sia there.

She said they “felt angry and 
betrayed” that the government 
reintroduced the bill, linking this 
to a “power struggle before the 
elections”.

“The only serious critical 
voices left are in the NGO sec-
tor and independent media,” she 
said.

Georgia has sought for years to 
deepen relations with the West, 
but Georgian Dream has been ac-
cused of attempting to steer the 
country closer to Russia.

The party’s honorary chair-
man, former prime minister 
Bidzina Ivanishvili, is widely 
seen as pulling the strings of 
power from the back seat.

He has nurtured relations with 
Moscow while also promising a 
future inside the EU.

Last month in a rare speech, 
Ivanishvili lashed out at NGOs, 
calling them a “pseudo-elite 
nurtured by a foreign country” 
and blamed Western states – not 
Russia – for Moscow’s 2008 in-
vasion of Georgia and 2022 at-
tack on Ukraine.

Thousands march in Tbilisi against ‘foreign influence’ bill

Demonstrators hold a rally to protest a bill on ‘foreign agents’ in Tbilisi.

The climate catastrophe 
that has struck southern 
Brazil, killing more than 

a hundred people and displac-
ing nearly two million, has also 
spawned a spate of bizarre con-
spiracy theories, some involving 
jets’ vapour trails and weather 
antennas in faraway Alaska.

As often happens at times of dis-
aster and great uncertainty, several 
of these theories have gone viral on 
social media.

“What’s happening in Rio 
Grande do Sul is defi nitely not 
natural,” one woman said on the 
platform known as X. “Let’s open 
our eyes!”

She blamed something called 
HAARP – the High-frequency Ac-
tive Auroral Research Programme 
– a US project that studies the 
ionosphere using huge antennas in 
Alaska.

Other people have posted im-
ages of airplanes crisscrossing the 
skies over Brazil’s hard-hit state of 

Rio Grande do Sul, saying that the 
trails of condensation left by jets 
contain toxic chemicals as part of a 
secret and nefarious governmental 
programme.

Taken together, the theories 
paint an ominous picture that 
somehow denies climate change 
while blaming governments and 
scientifi c institutions that suppos-
edly are orchestrating “planned 
tragedies” for murky motives.

These theories ignore the over-
whelming scientifi c consensus 
that climate change is almost cer-

tainly behind a global increase in 
extreme weather events.

Carlos Nobre, who heads Brazil’s 
National Institute of Science and 
Technology for Climate Change 
(INCT), listed what scientists be-
lieve is behind the disastrous rain-
falls of late: a low-pressure system 
has been blocked by a high-pres-
sure system in the centre-west and 
southeast of the country, causing 
cold fronts to linger over the region 
even as water vapour coming fl ow-
ing in from the Amazon contrib-
uted to historic levels of rainfall.

Global warming aggravated 
this situation, Nobre said, add-
ing: “The warmer atmosphere can 
store much more water vapour, 
fuelling more frequent and intense 
episodes of rainfall that lead to dis-
asters like this.”

Brazil’s government agrees: 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
has declared the tragedy an “alert” 
for the planet.

In contrast, his predecessor – 
far-right president Jair Bolsonaro 
– weakened environmental en-
forcement and played down the 
impact of climate change.

A recent survey by the Quaest 
polling institute, however, found 
that virtually all Brazilians believe 
climate change is at least partly 
responsible for the disaster in Rio 
Grande do Sul.

Still, conspiracy theories that 
might once have been brushed 
aside have gained new life amid the 
enormous environmental disaster 
hitting the region.

Social media users are sharing 
theories discredited years ago in 
the United States that link extreme 
weather to “chemtrails” from jets 

and an alleged covert program at 
the HAARP project.

One claim is that the govern-
ment uses jets to spread toxic 
chemicals which are then activated 
by the powerful antennas in Alas-
ka, altering the climate and pro-
voking weather disasters.

Yet the process behind jets’ 
“chemtrails” has long been un-
derstood: jet engines leave visible 
trails of condensed water vapour 
– plus small amounts of soot and 
pollutants.

And the HAARP project, origi-
nally funded in part by the US 
military, is now operated by the 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks, 
where scientists use the antennas 
for high-power radio transmis-
sions to study the ionosphere, with 
no ability to manipulate weather.

Nobre, like many other sci-
entists, says the theories about 
HAARP “make no physical sense”.

“There’s no way an instrument 
in the ionosphere could make 
weather events more extreme,” 
he said.

Raquel Recuero, who specialises 
in social communications at the 

Federal University of Pelotas in Rio 
Grande do Sul, said the conspiracy 
theories were likely being spread 
by organised groups “in search of 
an audience, monetization and in-
fl uence”.

Such theories fi nd fertile ground 
when people are desperate for ex-
planations – however unlikely 
– for some deeply worrying phe-
nomenon.

The ideas take root, she added, 
when they are melded with issues 
of importance to people, like “po-
litical and religious discourse”.

However, she said that while 
they tend to reinforce conservative 
and extremist beliefs, they can’t be 
linked to a single political move-
ment.

Recuero said people’s trust in 
fundamental pillars of democracy 
is being undercut by these attacks 
on governmental authorities, sci-
entists and the press, all of them 
accused of manipulating the truth.

The challenge, she said, is to 
raise public awareness about 
what is happening, and help peo-
ple understand “what is true and 
what is false”.

Brazil’s catastrophic weather spawns spate of conspiracy theories
By Maria-Eduarda Joia
AFP

A drone view shows people walking on a flooded street in Eldorado do 
Sul, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil.

Kejriwal 
urges Indians 
to battle 
‘dictatorship’

A top opponent of Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has urged his compa-

triots to resist “dictatorship”, after 
the country’s top court provision-
ally released him from jail to cam-
paign in national elections.

Arvind Kejriwal, chief minis-
ter of the capital Delhi and a key 
leader in an opposition alliance 
formed to compete against Modi 
in the polls, was granted bail on 
Friday after weeks in custody.

He is among several leaders of 
the bloc under criminal investi-
gation, with his party describing 
his arrest as a “political conspir-
acy” orchestrated by the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to 
sideline its opponents ahead of 
the vote.

In a defi ant press conference 
the day after his release, Kejriwal 
said the outcome of the election 
would determine whether India 
remained a democracy.

“I have come to beg 1.4 billion 
people to save my country,” he 
said. “Save my country from this 
dictatorship.”

Kejriwal also personally accused 
the prime minister of targeting his 
opponents with criminal probes.

“Modi has started a very dan-
gerous mission,” he said. “Modi 
will send all opposition leaders to 
jail.”

Kejriwal’s government was ac-
cused of corruption when it liber-
alised the sale of liquor in 2021 and 
gave up a lucrative government 
stake in the sector.

The policy was withdrawn the 
following year, but the resulting 
probe into the alleged corrupt al-
location of licences has since led 
to the jailing of two top Kejriwal 
allies.

Rallies in support of Kejriwal, 
who refused to relinquish his post 
after his arrest, were held in nu-
merous cities around India after 
he was taken into custody.

Kejriwal, 55, has been chief 
minister for nearly a decade and 
fi rst came to offi  ce as a staunch 
anti-corruption crusader.

Kejriwal has consistently de-
nied any wrongdoing.

“They sent me to jail and the PM 
says he is fi ghting against corrup-
tion,” he said. “If you want to fi ght 
corruption, learn from Arvind Ke-
jriwal.”

The Supreme Court said on 
Friday that he could temporar-
ily leave jail to campaign in India’s 
six-week election, on the condi-
tion that he returns to custody af-
ter the last day of voting on June 1.

Modi’s political opponents and 
international rights groups have 
long sounded the alarm on India’s 
shrinking democratic space.

US think tank Freedom House 
said this year that the BJP had 
“increasingly used government 
institutions to target political op-
ponents”.

Rahul Gandhi, the most promi-
nent member of the opposition 
Congress party and scion of a dy-
nasty that dominated Indian poli-
tics for decades, was convicted 
of criminal libel last year after a 
complaint by a member of Modi’s 
party.

Kejriwal and Gandhi are both 
leading members of an opposition 
alliance composed of more than 
two dozen parties that is jointly 
contesting India’s election.

Voting is conducted in seven 
phases over six weeks to ease the 
immense logistical burden of 
staging the democratic exercise in 
the world’s most populous coun-
try.

Four more rounds will be staged 
over the coming weeks, with re-
sults expected on June 4. – AFP

Haiti to rotate 
leadership of 
transitional council
Haiti’s transitional ruling council 
which is leading the violence-
wracked Caribbean nation will 
rotate its leadership every five 
months according to a decree seen 
by AFP on Friday, following internal 
political strife among its members.
The new council came to power 
last month as Haiti’s unpopular 
and unelected prime minister 
Ariel Henry submitted his formal 
resignation after armed gangs rose 
up and demanded his ouster.
Several days after the council’s 
nine members were sworn in, they 
chose politician Edgard Leblanc 
Fils from among themselves to 
head the long-awaited governing 
body.
However, his appointment to 
the role, whose main purpose is 
co-ordination, was not without 
internal controversy.
Leblanc Fils and three other 
members of the council announced 
a political alliance with the 
intention to vote as a bloc, a move 
that was particularly significant 
given only seven of the council’s 
nine members have voting rights.
Among the bloc’s intended 
decisions was the appointment 
of former sports minister Fritz 
Belizaire as prime minister, an 
unexpected move which outraged 
the other three voting members 
oof the council.
In order to “avoid any dysfunction 
in the council”, the decree seen by 
AFP said, the body had “proceeded 
by consensus to a rotating 
presidency”.
Leblanc Fils will be leader of the 
council until October 7, to be 
followed sequentially by members 
Smith Augustin, Leslie Voltaire and 
Louis Gerald Gilles. – AFP
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Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint 
Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar 
Foundation, attended yesterday 
(Saturday) Qatar Foundation’s 
Annual Alumni Forum, as a new 
award celebrating graduates 
of the organisation’s unique 
education ecosystem who 
drive positive change in their 
communities was announced.
Hundreds of alumni of Qatar 
Foundation (QF)’s schools, 
international partner universities, 
and Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
came together at the Forum to 
reconnect, build networks of 
knowledge and support, share 
their stories and journeys, and 
air their views on topics related 
to their careers with key national 
stakeholders.
Attended by HE Sheikha Hind bint 
Hamad al-Thani, Vice Chairperson 
and CEO of Qatar Foundation, 
ministers, other dignitaries, and 
leaders of industry and business, 
the 2024 edition of the Forum – 
which is part of the QF Alumni 
Programme – was held around 
the theme of social responsibility 
and moral commitment, reflecting 
how civic duty and Islamic values 
are intertwined. 
The criteria for the QF Alumni 
Award, will be linked to each year’s 
Annual Alumni Forum theme, and in 
2024-25 it will honour and celebrate 
alumni who have contributed to 
society through their dedication 
to social responsibility and civic 
engagement across four categories.
Her Highness Sheikha Moza said: 

“I am pleased to have attended 
the 2024 Qatar Foundation Annual 
Alumni Forum and was delighted 
to meet our graduates. Through 
their values, dedication, and social 
responsibility, they lead the way in 
changing the world for the better, 
making positive contributions to 
their communities.
“I am proud of them, their 
achievements, and all that they do 
to strengthen their ties with the 
Foundation. Our future is brighter 
with them.”
Speaking at the forum, HE the 
Minister of Education and Higher 
Education Buthaina bint Ali al-
Jabr al-Nuaimi said: “This is an 
opportunity to learn about the 
potential of young people and the 
impact they leave on society.
“The Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education is keen to instil 
the values of responsibility in 
society, and believes in the value 
of voluntary work, the impact of 
partnerships, and the importance 
of sharing inspiring experiences in 

schools to contribute to a positive 
impact being made on future 
generations of students.”
HE the Minister of Public Health Dr 
Hanan Mohamed al-Kuwari told 
the audience: “The world is facing 
many global challenges, such 
as conflicts, epidemics, climate 
change, and non-communicable 
diseases, and confronting these 
challenges can only be achieved 
by instilling the spirit of social 
responsibility and community 
cohesion.
“Qatar has proven it is capable of 
facing these challenges, and has 
already made great progress in 
doing so through eff ective plans 
and programmes within a health 
system that is among the best in 
the world.”
The Forum also heard from Dr 
Saif Ali al-Hajari, CEO of Qatar 
CSR National Programme and 
president of Mubadara for Social 
Impact. In a panel discussion 
featuring three QF alumni: 
Fatema al-Malki, an alumna of 

QF school Qatar Academy Doha 
(QAD) and QF partner university 
Georgetown University in Qatar, 
and programme manager for 
nationwide reading programme 
Qatar Reads, said: “The key 
to academic and professional 
excellence lies in investing in 
areas that you are skilled in and 
that bring tangible social impact.”
She was joined by Haitham al-
Haidari – a serial entrepreneur and 
alumnus of QF partner university 
Texas A&M University at Qatar 
– and QAD alumnus Fahad al-
Kaabi, an entrepreneur fostering 
inclusivity and empowerment 
through sports initiatives, who 
said: “Entering entrepreneurship 
should come with a strong desire 
to serve society – the goal should 
not be profit at the expense of 
social responsibility.”
Three workshops took place 
during the Forum, with one seeing 
QF alumni guide their peers on 
how to advocate for social change 
through making persuasive 

arguments. A session led by QF 
partner university Weill Cornell 
Medicine - Qatar explored the role 
of emotional intelligence in social 
advocacy, while the Education 
Above All (EAA) Foundation 
hosted a workshop focusing on 
leadership and civic engagement 
during – and beyond – times of 
crisis. Through its participation 
in the Forum, EAA also managed 
the collection of donations for 
recipients of its scholarships in 
areas of conflict in the Middle East 
and North Africa region.
QF alumni whose innovative 
projects, social initiative, and 
leadership qualities have 
contributed to positive social 
change showcased their work, 
and inspired others, in the Forum’s 
Impact Zone.
“In these very unique times, think 
about the fact that we can make 
a big diff erence – making sure 
that we keep alive the vision of 
Qatar Foundation not only being 
a place that unlocks human 

potential, but being a place that 
really makes a transformation 
in our communities,” Francisco 
Marmolejo, president of Higher 
Education and Education Adviser, 
QF, told the forum.
“One of the best legacies we can 
create is to nurture not only the 
best professionals in their fields, 
but also the most committed 
citizens of our community.”
Over 18,000 students have 
graduated from QF’s schools and 
universities, with their educational 
experience nurturing their sense 
of moral commitment and social 
responsibility and equipping them 
to be drivers of positive change, 
and the QF Alumni Programme is 
open to all of them to join. 
With the aim of cultivating 
a global network of alumni 
connected by their shared journey 
at QF, it is intended to provide 
them with the opportunity to help 
fellow alumni achieve their goals 
and retain their links to each other 
and Qatar, including encouraging 
new alumni to remain in Qatar and 
support the nation’s development 
after they graduate.
The QF Alumni Off ice also 
advocates for policies that help 
graduates of QF’s education 
ecosystem contribute to Qatar’s 
journey, and builds relationships 
with public and private sector 
organisations. In 2023, the QF 
Alumni Off ice facilitated 168 job 
opportunities for alumni, and 
engaged with 150 employers, a 
50% increase on 2022.

Sheikha Moza attends QF’s Annual Alumni ForumSheikha Moza attends QF’s Annual Alumni Forum
Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser attending QF’s Annual Alumni Forum yesterday. HE Sheikha Hind bint Hamad al-Thani at the event. PICTURES: AR al-Baker

HE the Minister of Education and Higher Education Buthaina bint Ali 
al-Jabr al-Nuaimi addressing the event.

HE the Minister of Public Health Dr Hanan Mohamed al-Kuwari 
addressing QF’s Annual Alumni Forum yesterday. 
PICTURE: Aisha al-Musallam
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