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His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
discussed with Spanish Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez, the 
regional and international 
developments, especially those 
related to developments in 
the situation in the Gaza Strip 
and the occupied Palestinian 
territories. This came during a 
phone call received by HH the 
Amir yesterday from the prime 
minister. During the call, friendly 
relations and co-operation 
between the two countries were 
also reviewed. (QNA)

The Shura Council held its 
regular weekly meeting 
yesterday at Tamim bin Hamad 
Hall under the chairmanship of 
HE the Speaker of the Council 
Hassan bin Abdullah al-Ghanem. 
During the session, HE the 
Secretary-General of Shura 
Council Nayef bin Mohamed al-
Mahmoud read out the session’s 
agenda and approved the 
minutes of the previous session. 
(QNA) Page 9

The New York judge presiding 
over Donald Trump’s historic 
criminal trial again found the 
former US president in contempt 
of a gag order yesterday and 
threatened to jail him for further 
violations. Trump, 77, is charged 
with falsifying business records 
to reimburse his lawyer, Michael 
Cohen, for a $130,000 payment 
made to an actress just days 
ahead of the 2016 election 
against Hillary Clinton. Page 11

Russia announced yesterday 
that its troops stationed near 
Ukraine would run nuclear 
weapons drills and threatened 
to strike UK military targets 
outside the embattled country, 
citing what it said was an 
escalation in Western sabre-
rattling. The defence ministry 
announced the drills and 
also said Russian forces had 
captured two villages in eastern 
Ukraine, where outgunned and 
outmanned Ukrainian troops 
have been struggling to hold 
their positions. Page 11

An American soldier was 
detained in Russia last week 
on charges of “criminal 
misconduct,” the US Army said 
yesterday. The soldier – who was 
not identified by name – adds to 
the number of Americans held in 
the country amid deep tensions 
with Washington over Moscow’s 
invasion of Ukraine. “On May 
2, 2024, Russian authorities in 
Vladivostok, Russia, detained an 
American soldier on charges of 
criminal misconduct,” US Army 
spokeswoman Cynthia Smith 
said.

Throughout the annals of 
American space exploration, a 
select few spacecraft have had 
the distinction of carrying human 
beings beyond Earth. Boeing is 
poised to join this elite group 
with the long-awaited launch of 
its Starliner capsule, just the sixth 
class of vessel built in the United 
States for Nasa astronauts.
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His Highness the Deputy Amir 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-
Thani, the Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of Qatar University 
(QU), inaugurated a number of 
new university buildings on the 
QU campus, during a ceremony 
held yesterday morning.
A number of Their Excellencies 
ministers and senior off icials 

were in attendance, along with 
QU administration, college 
deans, former QU presidents and 
guests of the ceremony.
During the ceremony, HH the 
Deputy Amir was given an 
introductory presentation on 
the new university buildings, 
which include the building of 
the Student Aff airs and buildings 

of the College of Education, the 
College of Law, and the College 
of Engineering.
His Highness was also briefed on 
the specifications of these build-
ings and the international stand-
ards followed in their construction 
in line with the latest standards 
of sustainability and operational 
eff iciency. (QNA) Page 2

Deputy Amir opens new QU buildings

HMC unveils pioneering precision rehab programme

Hamad Medical Corpo-
ration (HMC) has an-
nounced the launch of its 

Precision Rehabilitation Initia-
tive, a groundbreaking programme 
ascribing to Qatar’s Third Nation-
al Development Strategy to trans-
form the delivery of rehabilitation 
care in Qatar and beyond.

As one of the fi rst such pro-
grammes in the Mena region and 
spearheaded by HMC’s Rehabili-
tation Therapy Services Depart-
ment, precision rehabilitation 
aims to tailor treatments for pa-
tients recovering from injuries 
or surgeries or those managing 
chronic conditions. 

By considering factors like 
medical history, physical condi-
tion, ability, lifestyle and goals 
as well as leveraging AI-powered 
systems, physicians can address 

the unique needs of each indi-
vidual and empower patients to 
achieve their rehabilitation goals.

HMC’s Precision Rehabilita-
tion Initiative supports integrates 
state-of-the-art technology in-
cluding robotics, exoskeletons, 
wearable devices, voice-activated 
technology, virtual and augment-
ed reality applications and smart 
homes to provide tailored inter-
ventions.

Dr Hanadi al-Hamad, deputy 
chief, Long-Term Care, Reha-
bilitation, and Geriatrics at HMC, 
explained: “With Precision Reha-
bilitation, we are not just adminis-
tering treatment, we are tailoring 
our strategies based on detailed 
real-time measurements of each 
patient’s functional abilities. This 
method allows us to signifi cantly 
enhance the eff ectiveness of our 

interventions and elevate patient 
care to new heights. The integra-
tion of innovative technology and 
scientifi cally proven methods 
empowers our patients to excel 

in daily activities and helps them 
reintegrate into their communi-
ties with confi dence and increased 
physical capabilities.”

“Precision Rehabilitation lever-
ages cutting-edge treatment and 
technology to deliver the high-
est level of care to our patients. 
Our commitment to advanced 
technology and utilisation of data 
management solutions supports 
our focus on setting a standard 
of excellence in rehabilitation,” 
said Richard Storey, acting chief, 
Health Information and Commu-
nications Technology at HMC.

Precision Rehabilitation with 
AI, Wearable Sensors, Tele-rehab 
and recovery tracking (PRAI-
WeST) is the model at the heart of 
this new initiative developed by 
Dr Ajimsha Sharafudeen, direc-
tor of rehabilitation at the Qatar 

Rehabilitation Institute, with the 
assistance of Prof Uvais Qidwai 
from the Department of Computer 
Science Engineering at Qatar Uni-
versity as well as HMC’s Rehabili-
tation Therapy Services Depart-
ment and the Health Information 
and Communications Technology 
Department. 

Dr Sharafudeen added: “The 
PRAIWeST model represents a 
signifi cant advancement in reha-
bilitation practices, off ering a pre-
dictive and intelligent approach 
that leverages cutting-edge tech-
nology to deliver personalised 
care. Developed collaboratively 
with experts from HMC and Qa-
tar University, this model ensures 
precision, consistency and eff ec-
tiveness in patient care, setting 
a new standard for rehabilitation 
programmes globally.”

Dr Hanadi al-Hamad

Defi ant Israel 
strikes Rafah
despite Hamas
ceasefi re nod
Reuters
Rafah, Gaza Strip/Cairo

Hamas yesterday agreed 
to a Gaza ceasefi re 
proposal from media-

tors, but Israel said the terms 
did not meet its demands and 
pressed ahead with strikes in 
Rafah while planning to con-
tinue negotiations on a deal.

The developments in the 
seven-month-old war came 
as Israeli forces struck Rafah 
on Gaza’s southern edge from 
the air and ground and ordered 
residents to leave parts of the 
city, which has been a refuge 
for more than a million dis-
placed Palestinians.

Hamas said in a brief state-
ment that its chief, Ismail Hani-
yeh, had informed the mediators 
that the group accepted their 
proposal for a ceasefi re.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s offi  ce said 
later that Hamas’ latest truce 
proposal falls short of Israel’s 
demands but Israel would 
send a delegation to meet with 
negotiators to try to reach an 
agreement. To Page 12

Smoke billows after Israeli bombardment in Rafah, in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. (AFP)

Aid groups said yesterday their 
medical services in Rafah have 
been aff ected by the start of Israel’s 
operation in the southern Gaza city, 
with some services suspended and 
medical teams blocked.
Israel carried out airstrikes in Rafah 
yesterday and told Palestinians 
to evacuate parts of the city 
where more than a million people 
uprooted by the seven-month 
war have been crowded together, 
often in filthy conditions that 
have contributed to the spread of 
diarrhoea and disease.

Latest operation 
disrupts medical 
services

AFP
Geneva

Israel’s order for Palestinians to 
evacuate from eastern Rafah 
in Gaza is “inhumane”, the UN 
rights chief said yesterday, with 
Israel widely expected to push 
ahead with an off ensive into the 
city.
Volker Turk said forcing 
hundreds of thousands of people 
to flee to areas with almost no 
access to aid for survival was 
“inconceivable” and warned 
that the off ensive would push 
suff ering and destruction beyond 
already “unbearable” levels.
“Gazans continue to be hit 
with bombs, disease, and even 
famine,” the United Nations’ high 
commissioner for human rights 
said in a statement.
“And today, they have been told 
that they must relocate yet again 
as Israeli military operations into 
Rafah scale up.
“This is inhumane. It runs 
contrary to the basic principles 
of international humanitarian 
and human rights laws, which 
have the eff ective protection 
of civilians as their overriding 
concern.”
The statement said that “civilian 
deaths, suff ering and destruction 
were set to increase beyond 
already unbearable levels”.
Israel’s military yesterday 
called for the evacuation of 
Palestinians from eastern Rafah, 

ahead of a long-threatened 
ground invasion of the southern 
Gaza city, the prospect of which 
has triggered widespread 
international alarm.
“Forcibly relocating hundreds 
of thousands from Rafah to 
areas which have already been 
flattened and where there is little 
shelter and virtually no access 
to humanitarian assistance 
necessary for their survival is 
inconceivable. It will only expose 
them to more danger and 
misery,” said Turk.
Meanwhile, the World Health 
Organisation said the evacuation 
order would exacerbate the 
suff ering of people living in 
already precarious conditions.
“The military incursion 
will plunge this crisis into 
unprecedented levels of 
humanitarian need,” the WHO 
said.
“It also poses a risk to the only 
crossing for fuel into Gaza, 
which could halt the delivery 
of life-saving humanitarian 
aid and services, including the 
few partially-functional health 
facilities,” the UN health agency 
said.
It said there was “no safe and 
functional place” in Gaza for 
people to move to.
Israel has conducted a military 
off ensive that has killed more 
than 34,700 people in Gaza, 
mostly women and children, 
according to the Hamas-run 
territory’s health ministry.

Israel’s Rafah evacuation 
order ‘inhumane’: UN

A Qatari delegation will head to Cairo 

today to resume indirect negotiations 

between the two parties through the 

mediators.

Dr Majed bin Mohamed al-Ansari, 

off icial spokesperson for the Ministry 

of Foreign Aff airs, said in a statement 

to the Qatar News Agency yesterday 

that a Qatari delegation will head to 

Egyptian capital to resume indirect 

negotiations between the two parties 

through the mediators. 

He expressed Qatar’s hope that the 

talks will culminate in reaching an 

agreement for an immediate and 

permanent ceasefire in the Gaza Strip 

and the exchange of prisoners and 

detainees, and the sustainable flow of 

humanitarian aid into all areas of the 

Gaza Strip.

He noted that Hamas sent to the 

mediators a response to their propos-

als that they put forward to Israel 

and the movement regarding the 

truce, and that the response can be 

described as positive. 

Qatari delegation 
heads to Cairo 
today to resume 
negotiations
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QU president says new 
buildings aim to enhance 
educational environment
Qatar University President 

Dr Omar al-Ansari said 
the inauguration of sev-

eral new university buildings is 
the result of strategic planning 
and collaborative eff orts aimed at 
providing an educational environ-
ment that caters to the university’s 
continuous expansion and devel-
opment.

Speaking at the ceremony mark-
ing the inauguration of the new 
university buildings, he said that the 
expansion facilitates the accommo-
dation of the continuous growth in 
student numbers, enriching stu-
dent life by off ering diverse activi-
ties and services, enhances com-
munication and interaction, and 
enriches the university experience. 
He added that it also provides op-
portunities for exchanging exper-
tise and knowledge, fostering inte-
gration between various academic 
disciplines and programmes.

“The sustainability and success 
of any institution is closely linked 
to its ability to keep pace with rapid 
developments. Qatar University has 
been actively engaged and remains 

committed to advancing on multi-
ple fronts. Academically, the uni-
versity continually seeks accredi-
tation of its programmes from the 
most prestigious international ac-
creditation bodies and builds stra-
tegic partnerships to meet the needs 
of partners in the job market. This 
includes initiating programmes 
and specialisations that meet their 
needs or by improving the student 
experience and preparing graduates 
with unique competencies, knowl-
edge, and skills to eff ectively fulfi l 
the aspirations and expectations of 
job market partners. On research, 
he said the university provides the 

latest resources, technologies and 
attracts active research minds to 
produce scientifi cally impactful re-
search that responds to the state’s 
research priorities. He also said that 
the university also emphasises co-
operation with stakeholders and 
is keen on establishing sustainable 
strategic partnerships with state 
institutions, local and international 
communities.

“Enhancing facilities and infra-
structure is a paramount aspect that 
the university prioritises for invest-
ment, aiming to enrich the educa-
tional process and student experi-
ence. The new buildings have been 
constructed with high international 
standards and equipped with the 
latest technologies,” he added.

He highlighted that the College 
of Law, College of Education, Col-
lege of Pharmacy and the Sports 
and Events Complex have received 
a four-star rating from the Global 
Sustainability Assessment System 
(GSAS) in design and construction, 
with eff orts underway to achieve 
the same rating for the remaining 
buildings. (QNA)

His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani, the Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of Qatar University (QU), chaired the fourth meeting of QU Board of Trustees for the academic 
year 2023-2024, held at the Qatar University yesterday. At the beginning of the meeting, the Board of 
Trustees reviewed the accomplished decisions and recommendations taken in the third meeting for 
the academic year 2023-2024, held on February 26, 2024; and then discussed the topics listed on the 
agenda and took the appropriate decision thereon. The Board also approved a proposal for a minor in 
Islamic Studies at the College of Sharia and Islamic Studies. (QNA)

Deputy Amir chairs QU Board of Trustees meeting
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HE the Minister of Municipality Abdullah bin Hamad bin Abdullah al-Attiyah met in Muscat yesterday with 
Governor of Muscat in the Sultanate of Oman Sayyid Saud bin Hilal al-Busaidi. The meeting discussed 
bilateral relations in the fields of cities and municipal work, and ways to enhance and develop them within 
the framework of the joint work between the brotherly countries. (QNA)

HE the Minister of State for International 
Co-operation at the Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater 
met yesterday with the visiting Acting 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs of Sudan 
Hussein Awad Ali. During the meeting, 
the two sides discussed co-operation 
between the countries and ways to 
support and develop them, as well 
as developments in Sudan. During 
the meeting, HE Minister of State for 
International Co-operation reiterated 
Qatar’s firms position in support of the 
unity, independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Sudan, and the 
need to stop foreign interference in its 
internal aff airs that fuel conflict, as well 
as to fully respect the choices of the 
Sudanese people for freedom, peace, 
justice and prosperity. (QNA)

Municipality minister meets Muscat governor

AlKhater meets Sudanese minister

Media City Qatar, SNRG to host inaugural Esports Forum

Media City Qatar, in collaboration 
with SNRG, a leading e-sports 
company, is proud to announce 

the inaugural Media City Qatar Esports 
Forum. 

Scheduled to take place on May 19, 
2024 in Qatar, this landmark event aims 
to shape Qatar’s e-sports future and en-
courage further developments in the local 
e-sports ecosystem. Additionally, the in-
augural Media City Qatar Esports Forum 
presented by SNRG will provide a plat-

form for industry leaders, stakeholders, 
and enthusiasts to convene, exchange ide-
as, and explore opportunities in the rap-
idly evolving world of e-sports - through 
panel discussions, keynote speeches, 
workshops, and networking sessions.

Qatar is emerging as a signifi cant play-
er in the global e-sports scene, with the 
Mena region witnessing unprecedented 
growth and attention due to the invest-
ments made in its e-sports ecosystem. 
As countries across the region focus on 

attracting talent, hosting major tourna-
ments, and fostering industry develop-
ment, Qatar is ready to tackle e-sports 
head-on and become one of its main play-
ers.

With a tech-savvy population, particu-
larly among the youth, Qatar boasts a vi-
brant online community deeply engaged 
in gaming and e-sports. 

This presents a unique opportunity for 
Qatar to establish itself as a prominent 
hub for e-sports in the region and beyond.

“We are delighted to partner with SNRG 
for this new forum and help drive Qatar’s 
e-sports evolution. This is a key sector 
in the new media world and we are de-
termined to support Qatar and the Mena 
region in their eff orts to be at its leading 
edge,” Director of Business Development 
at Media City Qatar Thair al-Anani said.

“The Qatar Esports Federation is proud 
to be a part of this forum, and to be lead-
ing the e-sports evolution in Qatar. We 
are dedicated to fostering growth and de-

velopment in this sector, to propel Qatar 
into the global e-sports stage,” Head of 
the Sports Aff airs Sector at Qatar Esports 
Federation Ahmed al-Meghessib added. 
“SNRG is proud to collaborate with Me-
dia City Qatar to drive innovation, foster 
collaboration, and to shape the future of 
e-sports in Qatar and beyond. The forum 
will aim to unlock opportunities and en-
lighten its attendees about Qatar and its 
potential in e-sports,” co-founder and 
CEO of SNRG Ibrahim Samha said. (QNA)

Spanish PM praises Qatar’s 
mediation for Gaza ceasefi re

Prime Minister of Spain Dr Pedro Sanchez 
hailed the mediation role being undertaken 
by Qatar for a ceasefi re in the Gaza Strip, un-

derscoring Spain’s commitment to supporting the 
eff orts devoted to achieving a just and sustainable 
peace in the region.

In a post on the media platform X, the Prime 
Minister of Spain said he held a phone call with 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani during which he expressed his sincere 
gratitude to the Qatar-led mediation role in order to 
reach a ceasefi re and to release the Israeli hostages 
held by Hamas.

He added that he shared with His Highness the 
Amir his concern about the potential Israeli opera-
tion in Rafah, emphasising Spain’s commitment to 
supporting the eff orts for a just and sustainable 
peace in the region through the two-state solution 
and mutual recognition of the Palestinian state-
hood. Last month, HE the Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdul-
rahman bin Jassim al-Thani affi  rmed that Qatar has 
been committed to the negotiation process since the 
start of the war on Gaza, in pursuit of releasing hos-
tages, helping them return home safely, and in end-
ing the war on the Strip. (QNA)

Nearly 1,000 students 
to graduate from QF’s 
Education City this year
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

Qatar Foundation (QF)’s 
Education City will see 
the graduation of its larg-

est batch at the convocation to-
day, said an offi  cial.

“This is the largest graduating 
class in the history of Education 
City with about 1,000 students, 
from about 75 nationalities. 
About 40% the graduating class 
are Qataris,” said Dr Abdulnas-
sir al-Tamimi, executive director 
for student services at QF Higher 
Education Division.  

Dr al-Tamimi said that one of 
the unique aspects of Education 
City is its higher education eco-
system. 

“We call it multiversity, mul-
tiskilled experience making sure 
that we equip the students with 
the knowledge, skills and expe-
riences, whether it is through 
curricular or extracurricular ac-
tivities. The students basically 
obtain critical skills that will pre-
pare them for the workplace per-
sonally and also professionally,” 
explained Dr al-Tamimi.

He noted that with such a di-
verse community, the students 
get to interact with one another 
in a multicultural environment. 
He also highlighted another key 
benefit of studying at Educa-
tion City as the opportunity for 
cross registration at different 

universities  “We have what we 
call, cross registration or  cross 
interdisciplinary studies so that 
students who are interested in 
taking a class at any of the uni-
versities, can attend them. An-
other thing is the strict criteria 
for admission and only the very 
best get admission at these uni-
versities. The admission norms 
are common for all including 
the Qataris and non-Qataris 
and the international students,” 
he said.

Regarding the current batch 
of graduates, Dr al-Tamimi said 
that they are probably one of 
the toughest and most resilient 
groups of graduates from the 
Education City. 

“Most of these students start-
ed their academic session in the 
midst of the great pandemic that 
our era has seen. They joined the 
classes when Covid-19 was at its 
peak disrupting everyone’s life 
and these graduates have with-
stood all the challenges and have 

come out in fl ying colours,” he 
said.

Dr Abdulaziz al-Khanji, head 
of scholarships at QF said several 
opportunities and fi nancial sup-
port  are provided to the students  
while pursuing their studies at 
the Education City .

He said: “We provide scholar-
ships on academic performance, 
we also provide scholarships on 
academic and social perform-
ance and we provide scholarships 
or grants based on the fi nancial 
needs of the students. We have 
a variety of scholarships and 
grants to support the students. 
We are glad to see these scholar-
ships and grants recipients grad-
uating every year.” 

According to Dr al-Khanji, 
the students are selected for the 
scholarship on various criteria. 
“There is a platform to decide on 
the scholarship or grant for each 
student. There are various crite-
ria for each type of scholarship,” 
he added.

Dr Abdulnassir al-Tamimi Dr Abdulaziz al-Khanji

Qatar’s pavilion opens at Arabian Travel Market
Visit Qatar’s pavilion at the Arabian Travel Market 
(ATM) 2024, opened its doors to the exhibition’s 
visitors, yesterday.
Held from May 6-9 in Dubai, the UAE, the 31st ATM 
is themed “Empowering Innovation — Transforming 
Travel Through Entrepreneurship”. Visit Qatar’s 
stand focuses on Qatar’s key tourist attractions 
and unique combinations of the authentic cultural 
heritage and modernity, and aims to promote 
the country as a tourist destination. Raya al-
Moghaisib, from Visit Qatar’s Tourism Marketing 
and Promotion Sector, said Qatar’s participation 
in the event seeks to bolster Qatar Tourism’s 

presence in major tourism exhibitions, explore 
new opportunities, and exchange discussions with 
the key travel and tourism firms in the Middle East 
and the world. Qatar Tourism is keen to participate 
in regional and international tourism exhibitions 
and events, in order to promote Qatar as a 
distinguished tourist destination, and to enhance 
awareness of the off ers and experiences that Qatar 
has for its visitors and partners, she said. She added 
that these exhibitions provide opportunities to 
explore new markets, strengthen partnerships with 
key partners, in addition to introducing the latest 
tourism developments taking place in Qatar. (QNA)

MoEHE signs agreement with 
AASCB to boost business education

The Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Education 
(MoEHE) signed a co-op-

eration agreement with the As-
sociation to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business (AASCB), the 
world’s largest business educa-
tion alliance to co-ordinate and 
strengthen co-operation to de-
velop business administration 
education.

Chairman of the National Com-
mission for Academic Qualifi ca-
tions and Accreditation at the 
MoEHE Dr Mazen Hasnah and 
Chief Global Accreditation Offi  cer 
at the International Association 
to Advance Collegiate Schools of 
Business Stephanie Bryant signed 
the agreement.

To mark this occasion, Dr Ma-
zen Hasnah reiterated the com-
mitment to academic excellence 
and global best practices, stating: 
“Our partnership with the As-
sociation to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business is a testament 
to our unwavering commitment 

to academic excellence. This col-
laboration is a strategic move to 
adopt and integrate global best 
practices into our educational 
framework, ensuring that our 
future business leaders are well-
prepared to navigate the ever-
evolving global economy.”

For her part, Stephanie Bryant 
expressed her optimism about 
the partnership and said: “We are 
excited to embark on this journey 
with the Ministry of Education 

and Higher Education in Qatar. 
This collaboration will enable us 
to pool our resources and exper-
tise to enhance the quality and 
value of business education in 
the region.”

Bryant added: “The Ministry 
of Education and Higher Edu-
cation in Qatar’s deep expertise 
will greatly contribute globally 
to the association’s efforts and 
integration in business educa-
tion.” (QNA)

QU seminar puts spotlight on press freedom

Qatar University (QU) or-
ganised a seminar entitled, 
“Ethics of Media Coverage 

of Wars and Crises” in observance 
of World Press Freedom Day.

Organised by QU’s Mass Com-
munications Department, the 
seminar shed light on the topic 
of freedom of expression and the 
safety of journalists, and the dan-
gers journalists face to their pro-
fessional and physical safety dur-
ing coverage of wars and crises. It 
also aimed to discuss the ethical 
challenges journalists face during 
coverage of wars and confl icts.

Department Head of Mass 
Communication in QU’s Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences Dr Wael 
Abdelal said: “This event is par-

ticularly signifi cant considering 
the exceptional challenges faced 
by journalists and the press glo-
bally, especially this year, which 
is arguably one of the worst in 
contemporary history regarding 
violations of press freedom and 
attacks against journalists. This 
reality places a doubly signifi cant 
responsibility on us, to promote 
awareness and uphold ethical 
standards in this regard.

“It is imperative for us to fi rm-
ly confront these challenges. 
The word, our weapon, must be 
wielded with precision and integ-
rity. This reality, perhaps, presents 
challenges and lessons for the 
entire world. Our students will 
learn intellectual resilience and 

be inspired by our narratives to 
contribute to the enhancement of 
press freedom”, he added.

Advisor to the QU President 
and Professor of Digital Media and 
Politics, Dr Maryam al-Khater, 
discussed journalism in the con-
text of media coverage of events, 
refl ecting on its historical evolu-
tion and the challenges faced dur-
ing the past decades.

Dr Maryam acknowledged the 
importance of press freedom and 
highlighted the sacrifi ces made by 
journalists, especially in confl ict 
zones like Gaza, and expressed her 
gratitude for the opportunity to dis-
cuss these issues and emphasised 
the need to protect journalists and 
to uphold press freedom.(QNA)

Qatar, represented by the Ministry of Interior, chaired the eighth meeting of the Technical Team 
for Awareness in the field of Security Media in the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) countries, held 
virtually. Chaired by Assistant Director of the Public Relations Department at the Ministry of Interior 
Colonel Dr Jabr Hamoud Jabr al-Naimi, the meeting discussed several agenda items related to security 
awareness. (QNA)

Qatar chairs GCC security media awareness meeting
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On behalf of President of Poland Andrzej Duda, Head of the International Policy 
Bureau in the Cabinet of the President of Poland Mieszko Pawlak presented the Order 
of Merit of Poland to Qatar’s ambassador to Poland Abdullah bin Abdulrahman al-
Khulaifi, on the end of his tenure. This took place during a farewell ceremony at the 
Presidential Palace in honour of the Qatari ambassador. During the ceremony, the 
Head of the International Policy Bureau in the Cabinet of the Poland president said 
in a speech that the award was a recognition of the eff orts of the Qatari embassy in 
enhancing bilateral relations. In response, the ambassador expressed his gratitude 
to the Polish president for the honour and highlighted that the co-operation received 
from the Polish side during his tenure had greatly contributed to enhancing bilateral 
relations between the countries. (QNA)

Qatar’s ambassador receives 
Poland’s Order of Merit

Deputy Minister of Foreign Aff airs of Poland Andrzej Szejna held 
a farewell ceremony in honour of Qatar’s ambassador to Poland 
Abdullah bin Abdulrahman Fakhroo at the end of his tenure. 
During the ceremony, the deputy minister of foreign aff airs of 
Poland applauded the role of the ambassador in strengthening 
relations in a range of fields, and wished him success in his 

future assignment.  Qatar’s ambassador thanked the Polish 
off icials for the co-operation off ered during his tenure which 
evidently enhanced the relations between the two countries. The 
ceremony was attended by a host of ambassadors of the Arab 
countries accredited to Poland, alongside off icials in the Polish 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs. (QNA)

Poland deputy minister holds farewell ceremony for Qatar’s ambassador

QPHI signs agreements with 
national, int’l organisations
Qatar Precision Health Institute 

(QPHI), the leading national 
centre for research and imple-

mentation under Qatar Foundation (QF), 
has inked three agreements to advance 
the implementation of precision diag-
nostics and treatments.

The collaborations with Hamad Medi-
cal Corporation (HMC), the Health In-
stitutes of Turkiye (TUSEB), and the 
Global Alliance for Genomics and Health 
(GA4GH) will empower QPHI to deliver 
on its objectives of advancing preventive 
health, developing diagnosis and life-
saving treatment interventions, and ac-
celerating its National Health Mapping 
Programmes.

The MoUs were signed at QF’s recent 
formal launch of QPHI, which was es-
tablished to draw upon more than 10 
years of valuable data collection, re-
search, and ecosystem development by 
Qatar Biobank and Qatar Genome Pro-
gramme. 

Dr Said Ismail, acting president of 
QPHI, said: “Our collaboration with 
some of the world’s leading health or-
ganisations in the fi eld of precision med-
icine will enable Qatar and its partners 
to contribute to shaping the future of 
healthcare both domestically and over-
seas with tangible benefi ts in terms of 
saving lives and improving the wellbeing 
of people with diseases.” 

Under its MoU with HMC, QPHI 
will exchange knowledge and capacity-
building initiatives to enhance clinical 
skills and expertise in precision health 
practices.

Dr Abdullah al-Ansari, acting chief 
medical offi  cer HMC, said: ”We envi-
sion a future where precision medicine 
becomes the cornerstone of healthcare, 
not just in Qatar but across the globe. 
Through this partnership, we aim to 
combine our expertise with QPHI’s 
cutting-edge research to redefi ne the 
standards of patient care and treatment, 
ultimately saving lives and enhancing 
well-being.” 

QPHI will also refer patients carrying 
pathogenic genetic mutations to HMC’s 
Centre for Clinical Precision Medicine 
and Genomics for further diagnosis and 
medical care using risk reduction strate-

gies based on international and national 
guidelines.

The collaboration of TUSEB with 
QPHI will create a strong network to 
facilitate the exchange of knowledge, 
experience, and infrastructure. This 
partnership will utilise the strengths of 
both parties to promote progress in un-
derstanding and initiatives within the 
healthcare ecosystem. This collabora-
tion will involve forming a joint steer-
ing group, managed by both parties, to 
conduct strategic research and develop-
ment in genomic technologies. The pri-
mary objective is to enhance and shape 
the scientifi c landscapes of Turkiye and 
Qatar.

QPHI is also joining hands with 
GA4GH, to accelerate the potential of 
research and medicine to advance hu-
man health. 

QPHI will usher in a new era of healthcare services across Qatar and the region 
through collaboration.

Teff a conference showcases tech and art innovations
Msheireb Properties opened the ‘Teff a 
AI R evolution’ conference yesterday, 
where technology, education, finance, 
fashion and art innovators came together 
to discuss the ongoing paradigm shift in 
innovation driven by advancements in 
artificial intelligence. 
Presented by Msheireb Properties in 
partnership with Teff a, the three-day 
event is taking place at M7 at Msheireb 
Downtown Doha (MDD) until tomorrow 
(May 8). MDD epitomises sustainable 
urban regeneration, blending heritage 
with cutting-edge technology to create 
a haven for cultural enrichment and 
sustainable living. Teff a AI R evolution 
is already making a name for itself as a 
gathering where transformative ideas are 
born, bringing together a community of 
artists and entrepreneurs dedicated to 
their realisation.
“At Msheireb Properties, we share 
something very important with Teff a 

that defines our community – a spirit 
that celebrates collaboration and 
creativity,” said Shaikha al-Sulaiti, Doha 
Design District senior concept manager, 
Msheireb Properties. “It’s a testament 
to the safe and supportive environment 
we’ve cultivated for creatives from 
around the world to experiment and 
innovate.” This year, the spotlight is on 

the revolutionary potential of artificial 
intelligence and blockchain technology, 
particularly within the realms of 
fashion and design. Through immersive 
workshops, insights from industry 
trailblazers, and hands-on experiences, 
attendees will experience the impact of 
emerging technologies on education, 
finance, fashion, and art.

Shaikha al-Sulaiti addressing the event yesterday. Right: A panel in session at the 
conference.

NCSA 
honours 
cyber event 
participants

The National Cyber Se-
curity Agency (NCSA) 
honoured yesterday the 

participating entities in the na-
tional cyber manoeuvre 2023, in 
the presence of several esteemed 
ministers and dignitaries.

During the ceremony, Presi-
dent of the National Cyber 
Security Agency engineer Ab-
dulrahman bin Ali al-Farhadi 
al-Maliki honoured some 30 
governmental institutions and 
authorities in the country that 
achieved the highest ratings 
among the participating sectors 
in the 10th edition of the event 
that was held last November. 
All other participating entities 
were also recognised.

This recognition comes 
within the framework of the 
agency’s encouragement for all 
governmental institutions and 
authorities to enhance their 
readiness and to develop mech-
anisms to deal with breaches, 
as well as supporting the en-
hancement of cyber capabili-
ties from three aspects: human, 
technological and operational.

In his opening speech, direc-
tor of empowerment and cyber 
excellence affairs at the agency 
Khalid al-Hashimi said that the 
national cyber manoeuvre be-
gan as a pioneering initiative in 
2013, highlighting the partici-
pation of many governmental 
and non-governmental enti-
ties from all vital sectors in the 
country during the 10th edition 
held in November 2023.

He stressed that the Nation-
al Cyber Security Agency will 
spare no effort in developing 
cyber capabilities within enti-
ties and continuously works to 
support and enhance the ca-
pabilities of all governmental 
institutions and vital sectors 
in the country to ensure their 
readiness. (QNA)
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QC Gaza aid reaches 2.5mn benefi ciaries

Qatar Charity (QC) 
continues to dis-
tribute humani-

tarian aid in the Gaza 
Strip through the Qatari 
air bridge and its urgent 
relief projects, with the 
number of benefi ciar-
ies as of May 5 reaching 
about 2.5mn.

The volume of aid 
provided via the Qatari 
air bridge (which has 
been or will be shipped) 
in co-operation with 
the Qatar Fund for De-
velopment and other 
parties has reached 
1,011 tonnes through 
95 aircraft, and the 
number of benefici-
aries is estimated at 
729,766 so far, while 

the number of benefi-
ciaries of urgent relief 
projects is estimated to 
be 1,650,670.

QC’s aid to the Gaza 
Strip is distributed in 
several areas: food sup-
ply (hot meals, food bas-
kets, and fl our), shelter 
and non-food items 
(tents, blankets, win-
ter clothing, and shelter 
supplies), health (fuel 
for hospitals, medicines, 
and medical supplies), 
water, sanitation, and 
others.

In this context, Mana 
al-Ansari, director of the 
Emergency and Relief 
Department at QC, said: 
“The diffi  cult conditions 
that our brothers in Gaza 

are experiencing require us 
to redouble our eff orts to 
meet the great shortage of 
essential living needs and 
the services they need, and 
to urge charitable people to 
continue providing support 
to them and alleviating their 
worsening humanitarian 
suff ering.

“Praying to God to accept 
them and reward them with 
the best reward.”

QC continues to receive 
donations for Gaza through 
the following link:  https://
qch.qa/Gaza

A total of 39 students from 24 high schools 
successfully completed the Qatar Aspiring 
Doctors Programme (QADP) at Weill Cornell 
Medicine - Qatar (WCM-Q), a statement said.
Organised by the Off ice of Student Outreach & 
Educational Development at WCM-Q, the year-
long QADP prepares high school students for 
the pre-medical curriculum through advanced 
tuition in the physical sciences, biology, research 
skills, introduction to college writing, and college 
reading skills. 
The course instruction follows a hybrid model, 
with monthly face-to-face sessions and hands-on 
activities blended with online self-paced modules. 
To participate in QADP, students must be in Grade 
10, 11, or 12 and interested in pursuing a career in 
medicine. They must demonstrate excellence in 
the sciences and mathematics and be nominated 
by their high school counsellor, with priority given 
to national students. 
Dr James Roach, associate dean for pre-medical 
education and professor of chemistry, who delivers 
the physical sciences modules of the QADP, said: 
“The QADP is an enriching and extremely rewarding 
programme that off ers students the unique 
opportunity to strengthen their knowledge and 
skills.”
The students who successfully completed the 
QADP celebrated their achievements during 
a ceremony held at WCM-Q and received 
certificates of completion, as well as personal 
congratulations from the WCM-Q faculty in 
attendance.
Speaking during the closing ceremony, one of the 
participating students who completed the QADP 
with honours, Essa Mubarak al-Buainain, from 
Qatar Academy Al Wakra, said: “This programme 
has been a profound journey over two academic 
semesters, one that has not only demanded 
academic dedication but also instilled in us the 

capacity for self-directed learning.”
Commenting on her experience, Fatma Wael al-
Emadi, from Al Maha Academy for Girls, who also 
completed the QADP with honours, said: “All in all, I 
have become the best version of myself during this 
programme, and I will take the talent and skills that I 
have absorbed at WCM-Q and apply them to the rest 
of my educational and working life.”
Dr Rachid Bendriss, professor of English as a 
second language, assistant professor of education 
in medicine, and associate dean for foundation, 
student outreach and educational development 
programmes, said: “The QADP supports talented 
high school students who excel in mathematics 
and the sciences with acquiring a solid foundation 
of knowledge and skills that will eff ectively 
prepare them to study medicine and become the 
physician-scientists of the future.”
Year on year, the QADP continues to welcome 
many academically gifted students who aspire 
to become scientists. Since its inception in 2015, 
the QADP has attracted a record number of high 
school students who have successfully gone on 
to join WCM-Q’s Foundation and Pre-medical 
programmes.

WCM-Q prepares 39 students WCM-Q prepares 39 students 
for medical educationfor medical education15th Doha Conference 

on Interfaith Dialogue 
begins today
The Chairman of the Doha 

International Center for In-
terfaith Dialogue (DICID) 

Dr Ibrahim bin Saleh al-Naimi said 
the agenda of the 15th Doha Con-
ference on Interfaith Dialogue, 
which will kick off  today, will fo-
cus on religions’ perspective on the 
family and its importance as the 
basic building block of the society.

Speaking to Qatar News Agency 
(QNA), al-Naimi said the confer-
ence, which is held under the slo-
gan “Family Structure in Light of 
Changing World: Religious Per-
spective”, will highlight the shared 
commonalities among religions 
regarding family in light of con-
temporary world changes, and 
the distortions and challenges the 
family has become exposed to.

He noted that all religions pay 
great attention to the family, and 
has laid spiritual, intellectual and 
moral foundations for its estab-
lishment, survival, development, 
cohesion and success, and provid-
ed solutions to its social, educa-
tional and psychological problems.

Al-Naimi said the DICID will 
announce during the conference 
winners of the Doha International 
Award for Interfaith Dialogue 2024 
from among individuals and reli-
gious institutions active in sup-
porting aff ected families.

He applauded the great atten-
tion Qatar, under the directives 
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, at-
taches to family as the foundation 
of society and the nations renais-
sance. He said the establishment 
of the Ministry of Social Develop-
ment and Family is a true embodi-
ment of the importance the State 
attaches to family, the society and 
the authentic Qatari family values.

He pointed to several activities 
and events that support the fam-
ily in Qatar, noting that Qatar will 
later this year host an international 
conference commemorating the 
30th anniversary of the Interna-
tional Year of the Family. The con-
fi rms the great importance that 
Qatar attaches to family within the 
framework of its National Vision 
2030, he stressed.

The conference will bring to-
gether about 500 scholars, religious 
leaders, researchers, academics and 
specialists in family and social de-
velopment, including 200 from Qa-
tar, he said, noting that 90 papers 
were selected for discussion dur-

ing the two-day conference from 
among 300 papers.

Since its launch in 2003, the 
Doha Conference on Interfaith 
Dialogue has served as a platform 
for dialogue and debate between 
followers of the three monotheistic 
religions (Islam, Christianity, and 
Judaism) on many daily issues of 
concern to societies and humanity 
in general, leading to greater com-
munication, co-operation, and 
building trust, al-Naimi said.

He noted that previous editions 
of the conference focused on several 
vital topics of interest to these re-
ligions and their followers, such as 
human rights, hate speech, the role 
of youth in promoting dialogue, hu-
man solidarity in the event of disas-
ters and crises, and others.

Summaries of the research and 
working papers discussed are pre-
pared after the conclusion of each 
conference, and between three to 
four books are published about 
them, so that they become an im-
portant reference for researchers in 
the fi elds of dialogue.

Al-Naimi expressed his regret at 
emerging negative phenomena af-
fecting family, such as homosexu-
ality and the rights of children to 
change their gender and name and 
choose their religion; expressing 
concern that such negative chang-
es may gradually extend to other 
countries whether Islamic, Chris-
tian, or Jewish.

From this standpoint, the 15th 
Doha Conference on Interfaith Di-
alogue will focus on religions and 
raising children in light of contem-
porary family changes, he said. 

The Chairman of the Doha In-
ternational Center for Interfaith 
Dialogue (DICID) Dr Ibrahim bin 
Saleh al-Naimi underlined that all 
religions call for family unity, and 
emphasise the importance of fam-
ily cohesion and the values of com-
passion and co-operation, and the 
issue of marriage and the forma-
tion of the natural family. 

He noted that many verses in the 
Holy Qur’an and Hadith in Islam, 

as well as evidence in other reli-
gions, call for the same approach, 
and stress the necessity of protect-
ing the family as the basic building 
block and cornerstone in build-
ing any society, which means that 
religion is an important factor in 
building the family, and it is neces-
sary for any society to maintain the 
family healthy, interconnected and 
integrated.

He emphasised the important role 
the educational, academic, religious, 
cultural, civil, offi  cial research in-
stitutions have in supporting family 
solidarity and cohesion; and under-
lined that the desired balance in the 
family system, since its inception, 
is based on the integration of roles 
between men and women, not by 
changing them or erasing them.

Al-Naimi noted that many 
problems and crises that the world 
is going through today, including 
economic ones, aff ect family cohe-
sion. Therefore, the participants 
will consider how to deal with 
these challenges.

He added that the identity and 
structure of the family system and its 
status, the responsibility and rights 
of every individual in it, its central 
role in upbringing and education, 
and achieving family integration are 
fundamental issues for all religions.

Al-Naimi pointed to the negative 
impact of disputes and confl icts 
on the family and its cohesion, 
citing the situation of Palestin-
ian families, which he described 
as a “tragic,” especially in the Gaza 
Strip, because of Israel’s devastat-
ing war and its barbaric attacks, as 
well as the situation of families in 
other countries exposed to con-
fl icts, noting that the conference 
will discuss all these negative and 
harmful impacts on the family in 
plenary and specialised sessions.

Through the rich and power-
ful discussion and interventions, 
the participants will come up with 
important results and recommen-
dations regarding various issues of 
the family, its cohesion, safety and 
stability, he stressed.

Regarding the winners of the 
5th Doha International Award for 
Interfaith Dialogue, al-Naimi ex-
plained that the winners were cho-
sen based on their achievements, as 
individuals or institutions, in sup-
porting aff ected families whether 
as a result of poverty, disasters and 
wars, or due to dispersion and asy-
lum. (QNA)

Dr Ibrahim bin Saleh al-Naimi

QNA
Bern

Represented by the Communications Regulatory 
Authority (CRA) and Qatar Postal Services Company 
(Qatar Post), Qatar participated in the first regular 
session of the Universal Postal Union (UPU)’s Board 
of Directors in 2024. 
The Qatari delegation was headed by CRA President 
engineer Ahmed Abdullah al-Muslimani.
Qatar participated in the four-day meeting as a 
member of the UPU’s Board of Directors, whose 
membership includes 41 countries that meet 
annually in Bern, Switzerland, to discuss issues 
related to the postal sector and union’s work.
The meeting’s agenda included a discussion 
regarding the board’s work programme for 2022-
2025, and the 28th UPU conference scheduled to 
be held in 2025, in addition to topics related to the 
administrative committee of the Board of Directors 
and the advisory committee, in addition to other 
committees aff iliated with the union’s Board of 
Directors.
On the sidelines of the meeting, al-Muslimani 
met with the UPU Director-General Masahiko 
Metoki and UPU Deputy Director-General Marjan 
Osvald, with the aim of strengthening bilateral 
co-operation between Qatar and the UPU and 
contributing to the development of the global 

postal sector in a sustainable manner.
Qatar, in partnership with Belarus, also chaired 
the meeting of the co-operation committee for 
development and technical assistance, which was 
held on May 2 and addressed multiple issues related 
to the implementation of decisions issued by the 
Universal Postal Conference related to technical co-
operation between the union’s member states.
Participants reviewed reports, presentations and 
notes on various topics, including the Union’s Global 
Development Co-operation Strategy 2022-2025.
Through these meetings, Qatar contributes to 
shaping the future of the global postal sector and 
developing it for the better with the rest of the 
member states, which has a direct impact on the 
development of the postal sector in Qatar and other 
local sectors related to postal services.

Qatar participates in meeting of UPU’s board of directors
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Qatar Airways made a 
holographic display of 
Sama, the airline’s second-
generation AI-powered 
digital human cabin crew 
on the opening day of the 
Arabian Travel Market (ATM) 
2024 yesterday. 
Powered by advanced 
conversational AI, Sama 
engaged with ATM’s 
attendees, effortlessly 
demonstrating her 
knowledge on Qatar 
Airways’ diverse operations. 

The digital human cabin 
crew, designed to enable 
personalised travel 
experiences, will continue 
to evolve over time to 
improve responses through 
passenger interactions in the 
airline’s immersive platform, 
QVerse.
The airline also unveiled 

its innovative experience 
stand at ATM 2024. From 
virtual reality (VR) tours to 
the revolutionary multi-
sensory pod, Qatar Airways’ 
latest technological 
advancements continue to 
enthral visitors.
Qatar Airways Group CEO, 
Badr Mohamed al-Meer, 
said: “Qatar Airways is 
thrilled to return this 
year to ATM Dubai with 
Sama 2.0, who not only 
represents the cutting-
edge of digital innovation 
in human interaction but 
also enhances the travel 
experience for all our 
passengers. As a multiple 
award-winning airline, this 
aligns perfectly with our 
commitment to exceeding 
expectations, offering 
both experts and travellers 
unparalleled, innovative 
interactions that resonate 
with them.”
Earlier this year, Qatar 
Airways announced 
several route launches and 
resumptions, as well as a 
significant increase in flight 
frequencies to meet the 
growing travel demand and 
enhance the airline’s global 
network comprising of more 
than 170 destinations.

Qatar Airways Group CEO Badr Mohamed al-Meer with Sheikh 
Ahmed bin Saeed al-Maktoum, President of  Dubai Civil Aviation 
Authority, CEO and Founder of the Emirates Group, and Ghaith 
al-Ghaith, CEO, flydubai, during the opening tour of the 31st 
edition of the Arabian Travel Market 2024 yesterday.

“Qatar Airways is 
thrilled to return this 
year to ATM Dubai 
with Sama 2.0, who 
not only represents 
the cutting-edge of 
digital innovation in 
human interaction 
but also enhances the 
travel experience for 
all our passengers

QCS receives Qatar CSR 
Summit 2024 award
Qatar Cancer Society (QCS) 

received the Qatar Social 
Responsibility Award for 

its exceptional achievements in 
2023. The award was conferred 
at the recent Qatar CSR Summit 
2024. 

QCS contributed to the event 
as a bronze sponsor, showcasing 
its dedication to the community 
through an introductory lec-
ture highlighting its mission and 
services, which cater to individu-
als affected by cancer, including 
patients, survivors, and caregiv-
ers. 

QCS also organised an aware-
ness pavilion, furthering its com-
mitment to raising awareness 
about cancer-related issues among 
attendees, a statement said.

HE Sheikh Dr Khalid bin Jabr al-
Thani, QCS chairman, emphasised 
the award’s signifi cance in propel-

ling the association towards fur-
ther progress and prosperity in the 
fi eld of community service, align-
ing seamlessly with Qatar National 
Vision 2030 in investing in the hu-
man element. 

He thanked all stakeholders, 
partners, supporters, and honor-
ary ambassadors whose unwaver-
ing support has been instrumental 
in advancing the society’s mission.

The award refl ects the fruit-

ful co-operation between various 
stakeholders and institutions in 
support of charitable endeavours, 
particularly in the fi eld of health-
care and cancer awareness, the 
statement added.

Ooredoo gets top honours at Qatar CSR Awards

Ooredoo has been hon-
oured with the ‘Best CSR 
Initiative in the ICT Sector’ 

award for 2024 during the recently 
held Qatar CSR Awards attended 
by prominent business leaders and 
stakeholders from across Qatar.

This recognition is a celebra-
tion of Ooredoo Qatar’s outstand-
ing contribution to Corporate So-
cial Responsibility (CSR) through 
its organisation of the 2024 Doha 
Marathon, an event that not only 
achieved a record-breaking par-
ticipation of over 13,000 runners 
from 124 countries but also sig-
nifi cantly promoted community 
engagement and health awareness. 

The marathon, which is now a 
prominent fi xture in Qatar’s sport-
ing calendar and holds the distinc-
tion of being a World Athletics 
Gold Label-Accredited race, has 
seen its participation nearly dou-
ble since last year, making it the 
largest national marathon in his-
tory.

Sabah Rabiah al-Kuwari, di-
rector of Public Relations, Spon-
sorships, and CSR at Ooredoo 
Qatar, said: “We are truly hon-
oured to receive this award, 
which reflects our deep com-

mitment to integrating corporate 
social responsibility into our core 
operations. 

“The Doha Marathon by Oore-
doo is not just an event; it is a 
platform that unites communi-

ties, encourages healthy lifestyles, 
and fosters a genuine spirit of 
sportsmanship and inclusivity 
throughout Qatar. This recogni-
tion motivates us to continue our 
mission to upgrade people’s lives 
and contribute to our nation’s de-
velopment.”

The Qatar CSR Awards are dedi-
cated to recognising organisations 
and individuals who embody the 
principles of corporate responsi-
bility in their business operations 
and philosophies. The awards 
highlight innovative and sustain-
able solutions to social challenges, 
celebrating those who make a sig-
nifi cant impact on their communi-
ties.

As Ooredoo looks forward 
to the next edition of the Doha 
Marathon, the company remains 
committed to its vision of en-
hancing the community’s well-
being and supporting sustainable 
initiatives that benefit society at 
large.

Sabah Rabiah al-Kuwari, director of Public Relations, Sponsorships, and 
CSR at Ooredoo Qatar, receiving the award.
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QMC and QU leaders 
discuss joint action plan
Qatar Media Corporation 

(QMC) CEO HE Sheikh 
Abdulaziz bin Thani al-

Thani, received Qatar University 
(QU) president Dr Omar bin Mo-
hamed al-Ansari and an accom-
panying delegation of deans of 
colleges and department heads.

During a meeting at QMC 
premises, discussions were held 
on the various ways of co-oper-
ation between QMC and QU, be-
sides the exchange of experiences 
to contribute to the development 
of the university’s academic me-
dia curriculum to cope with the 
rapidly changing fi eld require-
ments in light of the develop-
ments in technology and modern 
digital media.

Both the CEO of QMC and QU 
president stressed the impor-
tance of developing a joint action 
plan to achieve the desired goals 
of this co-operation. 

A few months ago, QMC signed 
a memorandum of understanding 
with the University of Doha for 
Science and Technology. 

QMC works to strengthen re-
lationships with various univer-
sities, academic, and research 

institutions in the country aim-
ing to enable these institutions to 
understand the needs of the job 
market in the fi eld of media, and 
to prepare students and research-
ers to meet such requirements, a 
statement added.

PHCC boosts hand hygiene awareness
Primary Health Care Corporation 
(PHCC) has partnered with the 
Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) 
for the 13th Hand Hygiene 
Campaign, coinciding with the 
World Hand Hygiene Day, marked 
every year on May 5. 
The campaign targets all primary 
healthcare employees and the 
community through awareness and 
mentoring lectures, highlighting 
the importance of hand hygiene 
and its proper practices. 
This year’s participation comes 
under the theme “Why Is Sharing 
Knowledge About Hand Hygiene Is 
Still So Important? Because It Helps 
Stop the Spread of Harmful Germs 
in Health Care”.
PHCC, through the Communicable 
Disease and Infection Control 
Section under Health Protection 
Department, clarified that 
observing the World Hand 
Hygiene Day aims to improve and 
strengthen hand hygiene practices 
and motivate the community and 
healthcare workers to reduce 
healthcare-associated infections, 
as this is the responsibility of 
everyone. 
The campaign also focuses on 

raising awareness among health 
centre employees and patients to 
prevent the spread of microbes, as 
one of the campaign’s objectives 
is to raise awareness about the 
importance of timely knowledge 
and learning regarding hand 
hygiene to prevent infectious 
diseases and to promote 
learning methods to enable the 
implementation of innovative and 
eff ective training to healthcare 
workers for improved hand 
hygiene.
Dr Ahmed Hashim, infection control 
specialist, pointed out that PHCC 
is exerting eff orts to avoid various 
risks that may occur in health 
centres, including preventing 

the transmission of microbes, 
as hands are the primary means 
of transmitting many infectious 
diseases through direct contact 
with individuals, surfaces, off ices, 
family and others. He stressed 
that poor hand hygiene is a cause 
of spreading many microbes and 
diseases such as coronavirus, 
seasonal flu, diarrhoea and others. 
The activities planned for this year 
include the delivery of awareness 
and mentoring lectures for health 
centre employees and patients, 
distribution of pamphlets, and 
conducting employee-patient 
satisfaction surveys regarding 
hand hygiene practices and their 
satisfaction with the campaign. 
Patients will also be encouraged 
to participate in the campaign, 
and designated areas will contain 
educational materials and 
pamphlets to be distributed to 
participating patients. 
Additionally, awareness messages 
will be sent to employees and 
patients through SMS and social 
media platforms in both Arabic and 
English, and there will be a hand 
hygiene video competition among 
all PHCC health centres.

Dr Ahmed Hashem
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The Shura Council held its regular 
weekly meeting yesterday at the 
Tamim bin Hamad Hall under the 

chairmanship of HE the Speaker of the 
Council Hassan bin Abdullah al-Ghanem.

During the session, HE the Secretary-
General of Shura Council Nayef bin Mo-
hamed al-Mahmoud read out the ses-
sion’s agenda and approved the minutes 
of the previous session.

The session was attended by HE the 
Minister of Communications and Infor-
mation Technology Mohamed bin Ali al-
Mannai at the invitation of HE al-Ghanem 
to elaborate on the ministry’s plans for 
digital transformation in the services of-
fered by ministries and government bod-
ies, along with the accomplishments of 
the e-government and its enhanced in-
frastructure, and the ministry’s eff orts to 
encourage investment in the information 
and communications technology sector.

HE the Speaker of the Council and oth-
er members of the council welcomed HE 
al-Mannai and applauded the eff orts be-
ing undertaken by the Ministry Commu-
nications and Information Technology 
(MCIT) to advance the communication 
and IT sector and encourage investment, 
and the eff orts to accomplish digital 
transformation in all services aff orded to 
citizens, in pursuit of achieving the de-
velopment goals and the Qatar National 
Vision 2030.

HE al-Mannai presented overviews 
of the ministry’s digital transformation 
strategy.

He said that the strategy focuses on key 
themes that include upgrading the digital 
infrastructure and spurring innovation in 
the e-government services.

The minister noted that the 2030 Dig-
ital Agenda strives to upgrade govern-
ment effi  ciency and focus on the services 
off ered to the public.

On the MCIT’s strategic objectives, 
HE al-Mannai said that they entail pro-
moting the level of government services 
to individuals and companies, as well as 
government administrative processes and 
increasing the level of transparency and 
community engagement through govern-
ment openness.

He noted the implementation of three 
major projects in the fi rst phase to en-
hance community participation, which 
include the electronic participation 
project and the open data portal project.

In terms of policy and legislation, HE 
al-Mannai spoke of the ministry’s eff orts 
to enhance information and communica-
tions technology by crafting appropriate 
laws, policies and standards in support of 
these eff orts.

He added that the MCIT has achieved 
most prominent milestones and perform-
ance indicators to evaluate those achieve-
ments, and affi  rmed that the ministry has 
succeeded in increasing the percentage of 
government services available online, and 
improving the user experience.

The minister underlined that perform-
ance indicators include providing a pe-
riodic evaluation of the extent to which 
the Qatar Digital Government achieves 
its vision and goals, including monitor-
ing digital services and evaluating digital 
transformation in government agencies.

HE al-Mannai stressed that the launch 

of the Digital Agenda 2030 is a critical 
event that refl ects the comprehensive 
digital transformation within the coun-
try, enhancing Qatar’s position as a pio-
neering global hub for technology and 
innovation.

HE the Minister of Communications 
and Information Technology indicated 
that the digital agenda includes a number 
of programmes that fall under six stra-
tegic pillars that support foreign invest-
ment, the government sector, entrepre-
neurship, the private sector, and attract 
the world’s leading information technol-
ogy companies and digital talents.

He cited the digital factory as one of 
the important initiatives launched by the 
MCIT to provide a unifi ed digital plat-
form aimed at relaunching government 
services and provide them interactively to 
citizens and residents.

Regarding digital transformation, 
HE al-Mannai indicated that the digital 
transformation of government services 
includes modernising and improving 
government services to become more ef-
fective and easy to access online, includ-
ing the reduction of paper procedures.

On the matter of encouraging invest-
ment and educating society about the 
uses of technology, he said that the MCIT 
is working to encourage investment in 
the information and communications 
technology sector, and is carrying out 
campaigns to educate society about the 
importance of using technology and fa-
miliarising it with the pros and cons of 
its use, through training and awareness 
programmes, and holding workshops for 
both individuals and companies.

On supporting innovation and emerg-
ing projects, the minister stressed that 
supporting innovation and encouraging 
emerging projects is one of the main goals 
of the MCIT’s strategy.

HE al-Mannai pointed out that the 
ministry has launched investment funds 
aimed at supporting promising projects 
in their early stages, in addition to work-
ing to remove regulatory obstacles that 
prevent the growth of these projects and 
enhancing the business environment to 
make them more attractive for invest-
ment.

The Shura Council members voiced 
their appreciation of the MCIT’s eff orts.

At the conclusion of the presenta-
tion, HE the Speaker of the Shura Coun-
cil al-Ghanem, on behalf of the Coun-
cil members, expressed his thanks and 
appreciation to His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani for 
the interest given by His Highness to the 
information and communications tech-
nology sector, which refl ected in the es-
tablishment of a ministry for this vital 
and important sector, as well as the estab-
lishment of a special national agency for 
cybersecurity to strengthen the country’s 
eff orts in seeking digital transformation.

HE al-Ghanem stressed the Shura 
Council’s keenness to support the MCIT’s 
eff orts and provide everything that would 
contribute to developing the information 
technology infrastructure, enhance dig-
ital transformation eff orts and facilitate 
and digitise government procedures to 
achieve the Qatar National Vision 2030. 
– QNA

Shura Council 
discusses Digital 
Agenda 2030

Carnegie Mellon University in Qa-
tar (CMU-Q), a Qatar Foundation 
(QF) partner university, celebrated 

the Class of 2024 at a ceremony in Educa-
tion City yesterday.

The class is the largest in the CMU-Q’s 
history, with 120 graduates, a statement 
said.

HE Sheikha Hind bint Hamad al-Thani, 
Vice-Chairperson and chief executive of 
the QF, attended the ceremony to con-
gratulate the new graduates who hail from 
31 countries.

US ambassador Timmy Davis was also 
in attendance. 

CMU-Q dean Michael Trick and CMU 
president Farnam Jahanian addressed the 
gathering.

Two graduates represented the Class of 
2024 during the ceremony.

Diram Tabaa read the Arabic poem, 
Students of Knowledge and Virtue by Kha-
lil Gibran.

Abdulrahman Darwish Fakhroo was the 
student speaker.  The CMU-Q announced 
a number of awards during the ceremony.

Christos Kapoutsis, associate teaching 
professor of computer science, received 
the Meritorious Teaching Award.

Five students received Outstanding 
Academic Achievement Awards for plac-

ing fi rst in their respective programmes: 
Adel Fergatova (biological sciences), 
Sweety Devnani (business administra-
tion), Ulan Seitkaliyev and Diram Tabaa 
(computer science), and Huda Baig (in-
formation systems).

The dean also recognised the four Qa-
tar Campus Scholars – Ahmad Alhal-

laq, Yahya Elkhatib, Amiko Gogitidze, 
and Ulan Seitkaliyev – with Alhallaq and 
Seikaliyev also named Andrew Carnegie 
Society Scholars.

The CMU-Q now has an alumni net-
work of more than 1,300 graduates who 
live and work in Qatar and around the 
world, the statement added.

CMU-Q celebrates largest graduating class

The Sheikh Abdullah Bin 
Zaid Al Mahmoud Is-
lamic Cultural Centre 

(Fanar) at the Ministry of En-
dowments (Awqaf) and Islamic 
Aff airs has opened its new 
branch in Asian Town to serve 
thousands of workers, a state-
ment said.

The opening ceremony took 
place in the presence of Fa-
nar director Dr Saleh bin Ali 
al-Marri, department heads, 
Muslim community co-ordi-
nators co-operating with the 
centre, and a representative 
of the Nass Holding Group, 
which is responsible for oper-
ating the facilities and services 
of the Asian Town centre.

Dr al-Marri said that the 
new centre will serve Asian 
Town’s residents and the sur-
rounding areas.

“It allows them a better op-
portunity to learn about Is-
lamic culture,” Dr al-Marri 
said.

A video fi lm explaining the 
sections of the new branch and 

its importance was screened 
during the ceremony.

This was followed by the of-
fi cial opening of the branch in 
the presence of co-ordinators 
of Ethiopian and Indian com-

munities along with repre-
sentatives from Urdu, Filipino 
and Tamil communities.

The new branch of Fanar 
contains nine classrooms, each 
with a capacity of 20-30 stu-
dents. There is also a lecture 
hall that can accommodate 
500 people.

The new branch holds pro-
grammes that off ers Islamic 
teachings for reverts.

It also off ers Sharia, behav-
ioural and Arabic courses.

Fanar director Dr Saleh bin Ali 
al-Marri.

Cote d’Ivoire premier 
meets Qatar’s envoy

Cote d’Ivoire Prime Minister Robert Beugre Mambe 
has met Qatar’s ambassador Mubarak bin Hussein 
al-Marri. Their meeting discussed relations between 
the two countries. – QNA

The Ministry of Social Development and Family (MSDF), in 
collaboration with the Social & Sport Contribution Fund (DAAM), the 
Family Consulting Centre (Wifaq) and Tarbeya Centre, inaugurated 
the National Programme to Qualify Certified Trainers within First Year 
Marriage Programme, which aims to strengthen the early 
self-awareness, familial values, prepare those who are about to marry 
from both genders and create a tight-knit marital relationship.
The First Year Marriage Programme primarily targets higher 
secondary school and college students, young people from both 
genders who are about to marry, emerging families, newlyweds, 
married couples wishing to promote their marital lives, as well as 
parents who seek to impart knowledge to their children, the MSDF 
stated. – QNA

MSDF launches initiative to 
qualify trainers within First 
Year Marriage Programme

CGB honours Ashghal

The Civil Service and Government Development Bureau (CGB) has 
honoured the Public Works Authority (Ashghal), represented by 
its Human Resources Department, for achieving the Qatarisation 
target for the second year in a row. The honouring took place 
during a ceremony held on the sidelines of the 7th human 
resources managers workshop organised by the CGB.

Police Academy wins approval 
to launch Masters Programme 
in Security Leadership
The Police Academy has obtained approval from the 
Ministry of Education and Higher Education (MoEHE) to 
establish a Master’s Programme in Security Leadership, 
following the completion of licensing standards and 
requirements for the programme.
The programme is scheduled to commence in the 
2024/2025 academic year in collaboration with academic 
and security institutions inside and outside the country.
The programme targets a specialised category of off icers 
who meet the required criteria.
Graduates of the programme, upon successful 
completion of the requirements, will be awarded a 
Master’s Degree in Security Leadership accredited by the 
MoEHE. – QNA

Islamic Summit Conference 
commends Qatar’s efforts for 
development, global peace
The final communique of the 15th Islamic Summit 
Conference of the Member States of the Organisation of 
Islamic Co-operation (OIC) noted Qatar’s eff orts in the 
humanitarian, legal, and economic fields to maintain 
international peace and security and supporting the 
development process, as well as its permanent co-
operation with the United Nations.
The communique also welcomed the inauguration of the 
United Nations House in Qatar, which serves as a centre 
for international work in the region.
The Islamic Summit Conference took place in Banjul on 
May 4-5. – QNA

The Qatar National Library (QNL) will hold a lineup of events and activities in its 
pavilion at the 33rd Doha International Book Fair (DIBF).

The DIBF will be held at the Doha Exhibition and Convention Centre (DECC) 
on May 9-18.

The activities will include an interactive social media picture-taking and heritage 
fi lter selecting activity, an escape room involving working out proverbs and puzzles, a 
virtual reality tour of the library, a journey with dinosaurs, and a space exploration trip.

Participants will embark on a journey to learn about the Arab and Moroccan travel-
ler Mohamed bin Abdullah al-Tanji, more commonly known as Ibn Battuta, in addi-
tion to an activity through which participants will explore the treasures of the Herit-
age Library’s collection, including its rare pictures, books, manuscripts, documents 
and maps that tell the stories of ancient cities visited by Ibn Battuta. – QNA

The Ministry of Culture has 
launched a mobile children’s li-
brary as the fi rst activity of the 

33rd Doha International Book Fair 
(DIBF), to be held from May 9-15 at the 
Doha Exhibition and Convention Centre 
(DECC) with the slogan With knowledge, 
civilisations are built.

The mobile library is a miniature 
model so that children can have an ex-
perience similar to the exhibition.

The bus, which will display children’s 
books and visual materials to provide 
them with a diverse cognitive experi-
ence, will travels throughout the coun-
try, visiting schools and academies.

There is also an area designated for dis-
playing the exhibition’s visual materials 
with a group of authors and publishers.

The DIBF pays special attention to 
children’s activities, through the “Chil-
dren’s Oasis”, which opens the horizon 
for them to learn, think and create in an 
attractive entertaining way through sev-
eral interactive activities.

The DIBF will be open to visitors from 
9am-10pm, except on Fridays (3pm-
10pm).

QNL plans events, activities at DIBF

DIBF launches 
mobile children’s
library

By Tawfik Lamari
Staff  Reporter

Fanar opens new branch at Asian Town



Recent speeches by 
French President 
Emmanuel Macron and 
Polish Foreign Minister 

Radek Sikorski show just how 
much European thinking has 
changed since Russia invaded 
Ukraine in February 2022. 
With German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz endorsing Macron’s 
basic message, a more dynamic, 
coherent foreign policy for the 
European Union may be at hand.

Macron himself has come 
a long way. Back in 2019, he 
famously warned that Nato was 
becoming “brain dead” and called 
for greater strategic autonomy for 
Europe, even openly contesting 
US policies (and not just those 
of the Trump administration). 
While many thought he had 
blundered, his misdiagnosis had 
positive consequences. After all, 
even if Nato wasn’t brain dead, 
it was at least comatose, with 
most European members having 
disarmed since the Soviet Union’s 
collapse. Europe did need to learn 
to stand on its own two feet.

Since then, Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine (following its seizure 
of Ukrainian territory in 2014) 
has revived Nato and even led to 
the alliance’s enlargement, with 
the recent addition of Finland 
and Sweden. Moreover, Europe 
has begun to devise its own joint 
defence policy, buying weapons 
collectively, coordinating more 
effi  ciently, and matching the 
United States in its military and 
economic support for Ukraine.

The main message of 
Macron’s latest speech was 
straightforward: “Our Europe is 
mortal. It can die.” This resonates 
with Polish Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk’s own warnings that 
Europe is now in a “pre-war era”. 

Moreover, by describing Europe 
as a common liberal-democratic 
project spanning from Lisbon 
to Odesa, Macron gave a strong 
nod to Ukraine’s eventual EU 
membership.

Europe faces threats not only 
to its security (from Russia), 
but also to its prosperity, owing 
to disruptions in global energy 
markets, US and Chinese 
protectionist and industrial 
policies, and other factors. In 
keeping with his tendency to 
launch revolutionary projects, 
Macron has now called for a 
doubling of the EU budget, 
with signifi cant increases in 
public spending on artifi cial 
intelligence, quantum 
computing, space technologies, 
biotechnology, and energy.

That proposal is sure to upset 
the Germans, as are Macron’s 
ideas about creating European 
corporate “champions,” 
establishing a “European 
preference” in defence 
procurement, and assigning 
the European Central Bank an 
additional mandate to support 
growth, in addition to fi ghting 
infl ation. And yet, something 
has changed in the recently 
deteriorating Franco-German 
relationship. Immediately after 
Macron’s speech, Scholz tweeted: 
“France and Germany both want 
Europe to remain strong. Your 
speech contains good ideas on 
how to achieve this,...Together 
we are moving the EU forward: 
politically and economically. For 
a sovereign and innovative EU. 
Long live Europe!”

In his own speech before the 
Polish Sejm (parliament) on 
April 25, Sikorski went even 
further. Like Macron, he believes 
that, “The Union must become 
a geopolitical actor equal to 
other international powers,” 
and he has called for reforms 
to move the European Council 

away from strictly unanimous 
decision-making. “Poland and 
the Polish people deserve to be 
one of the leaders in the process 
of further European integration,” 
he declared. “A leader is, by 
defi nition, someone who can 
achieve their goals in a way 
that will win them supporters. 
...Poland has this potential.”

If Macron and Sikorski’s 
speeches rhymed, that is partly 
because Polish foreign policy 
is fi nally coming back into 
alignment with that of its closest 
allies. The broad transatlantic 
consensus is that defence policy 
must stand on two legs: American 
and European. This realisation 
has dawned even on Germany, 
which is now Ukraine’s most 
important European supporter. 

For Poland (and the Baltic 
states), Europe’s strategic sea 
change is obviously a welcome 
development, given their 
proximity to Russia. It was 
therefore gratifying to hear 
Sikorski repeatedly and explicitly 
mention Polish-German 
rapprochement in his speech.

Sikorski also outlined Poland’s 
priorities for its presidency 
of the EU, which starts at the 
beginning of 2025. It will focus 
on security and the supranational 
fi ght against populism. Poland 
has much credibility and soft 
power on the latter issue, given 
its recent experience enduring 
the illiberal Law and Justice 
(PiS) government, before voters 
rejected it decisively in last 
October’s election.

The restoration of normality 
since then has felt like a slowly 
grinding revolution, because 
the Polish electorate remains 
eff ectively divided into two 
parts with opposite foreign 
policies. Even Poland’s “Second 
Republic” (1918-39), which 
was quickly pieced together at 
World War I’s end to right the 

eighteenth-century partitions 
by Prussia and the Habsburg 
and Russian empires, did not 
have such opposing policies. 
While warring Polish factions 
clipped each other’s wings, their 
strategic outlooks were broadly 
complementary. Later, everyone 
agreed that Józef Piłsudski, the 
leader of the Socialists, gave 
Poland its eastern border, and 
Roman Dmowski, the leader of 
the Nationalists, who participated 
in the Versailles conference, gave 
the country its western border. 

Whatever one thinks of 
Dmowski, he had a strategic 
concept, and did not merely 
pursue a foreign policy of sheer 
resentment, as PiS’s leader 
Jarosław Kaczy ski has done 
vis-à-vis Germany. Historically, 
when the Germans were clearly 
the biggest threat to Poland, 
seeking dialogue with Russia 
made a kind of sense (odd as it is 
now to think that the Polish right 
was traditionally pro-Russian).

Today, the roles are reversed: 
Russia is the main threat, and 
Germany is an obvious potential 
friend and partner for Poland. To 
continue leaning on 1930s-era 
clichés about the Germans is 
not only anachronistic; it is 
dangerous idiocy. The map on 
which Kaczy ski operates exists 
only in his head.

The new messages emanating 
from Europe augur a reactivation 
of the post-1991 Weimar Triangle 
(France, Germany, and Poland). 
But it will no longer be just a 
regional or symbolic alliance; 
rather, should it hold, it will 
become the new engine of the EU, 
as well as a new pillar of support 
for Polish sovereignty. — Project 
Syndicate

• Sławomir Sierakowski, founder 
of the Krytyka Polityczna 
movement, is a Mercator senior 
fellow.

For most of the past year and a half, Apple Chief Executive 
Tim Cook has fielded questions from Wall Street analysts about 
his plans for artificial intelligence (AI) amid grumbling that the 
iPhone maker has no AI story to tell.

After the company reported quarterly earnings on Thursday, 
Cook insisted that Apple will have concrete details about its plans 
for AI to talk about very soon.

“We continue to feel very bullish about our opportunity in 
generative AI and we’re making significant investments,” Cook 
told Reuters in an interview, noting the company has spent 
$100bn over the past five years on research and development.

Apple’s Big Tech rivals have spent comparable or even greater 
amounts on R&D over the same period, but they have also been 
spending heavily to build data centres to host AI services.

Microsoft shelled out $14bn in the most recent quarter on 
capex, with Alphabet’s Google not far behind, at $12bn. Meta 
Platforms told investors last week to expect as much as $40bn in 
capital expenditures this year.

Apple thinks different. Its capital expenditure for all of 2023 
was just over $10bn.

Apple, which makes 
most of its money selling 
consumer devices, has paid 
a price for that stance most 
of this year, with its shares 
falling 10% as investors 
worried the company was 
falling behind in the AI race.

On Friday, Apple share 
rose 6.4%, recovering some 
of their recent losses.

Shares of Meta, Google 
and Microsoft — all of which 
make money selling software 
or advertising services — 
have all soared to record 
highs as the companies 
grapple to dominate the 
emerging AI landscape, 
though investors have 

also flinched at skyrocketing price tags for data centres and 
specialised processors required to train AI models.

Apple hinted on Thursday it won’t take the same tack. While 
Apple is expected to unveil new AI features at its annual software 
conference next month and overhaul its product lines with 
AI-ready chips, Chief Financial Officer Luca Maestri said Apple 
investors should not expect a huge change in how the company 
handles capital expenditures.

Responding to an analyst’s question, Maestri noted the 
company’s longstanding practice of splitting the cost of 
manufacturing tools with its suppliers, which has kept Apple’s 
costs down and its cash generation up for more than a decade.

“We do something similar on the data centre side,” Maestri 
said. “We have our own data centre capacity, and then we use 
capacity from third parties. It’s a model that has worked well for 
us historically, and we plan to continue along the same lines going 
forward.”

That could be just as well for Apple, because it remains unclear 
whether AI features such as chatbots that run directly on a device 
will spur users to buy new phones, tablets or laptops, which 
remain Apple’s biggest source of revenue and profits.

Ben Bajarin of Creative Strategies said that while better 
processors could serve as a “line in the sand” for some users who 
need AI tools for professional use, those features may not ignite a 
sales boom.

“It’ll be something that helps lift sales, but I don’t expect it to 
be super cycle,” Bajarin said. “You have to be careful to temper 
expectations.”
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The European Union’s 
new triumvirate
By Sławomir Sierakowski
Warsaw

French President Emmanuel Macron (left), Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk (centre) and German Chanellor Olaf Scholz: the Weimar Triangle states 
are among Ukraine’s greatest political, military and financial supporters.
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Russia has announced that its troops sta-
tioned near Ukraine would run nuclear 
weapons drills and threatened to strike 

UK military targets outside the embattled 
country, citing what it said was an escalation in 
Western sabre-rattling.

The defence ministry announced the drills 
and also said Russian forces had captured two 
villages in eastern Ukraine, where outgunned 
and outmanned Ukrainian troops have been 
struggling to hold their positions.

Offi  cials in the border region of Belgorod 
meanwhile said that Ukrainian aerial attacks 
had left at least seven people dead and wounded 
more than 30, including several children.

Russian President Vladimir Putin, who or-
dered the nuclear drills, has upped his nuclear 
rhetoric since ordering his army into Ukraine 
in 2022, warning in February there was a “real” 
risk of nuclear war.

The defence ministry gave no date for the 
exercises, but said they would involve the air 
force, navy and troops stationed near Ukraine.

It said they were aimed at ensuring Rus-
sian territorial integrity in the face of Western 
“threats”.

The Kremlin specifi ed that the exercises were 
a response to statements by French President 

Emmanuel Macron and British offi  cials.
Russia has in recent days hit out at Macron 

for telling The Economist magazine that he 
was “not ruling anything out” in the West’s 
response to the confl ict in Ukraine, including 
sending troops to the country.

It has also blasted UK Foreign Secretary Dav-
id Cameron for saying Kyiv that has the right to 
strike targets inside Russia.

“They are talking about the readiness and 
even the intention of sending armed contin-
gents to Ukraine – that is, in fact, to put Nato 
soldiers in front of the Russian military,” Krem-
lin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said. “This is a 
completely new round of escalating tensions. 
It is unprecedented and requires special meas-
ures.”

The Russian foreign ministry meanwhile said 
that it had summoned the UK’s ambassador in 
Moscow and warned him that if Ukraine used 
British weapons to attack Russia, that Moscow 
could hit UK military targets in Ukraine “and 
beyond”.

It also summoned France’s envoy after “in-
creasingly belligerent statements” by Paris, fol-
lowing Macron’s comments.

“The Russian side presented its assessment 
that Paris’s destructive and provocative line is 
leading to an escalation of the confl ict”.

Ukrainian forces have been dependent on 
Western military aid to battle Russia but the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (Nato) has 

said it will not send troops into Ukraine.
Russia’s defence ministry said troops from 

the Southern Military District, which borders 
Ukraine and includes the occupied Ukrainian 
territories, will take part in the drills.

“During the exercise, a set of measures will 
be taken to practise the preparation and use 
of non-strategic nuclear weapons,” it said in a 
statement.

Non-strategic nuclear weapons, also known 
as tactical nuclear weapons, are designed for 
use on the battlefi eld and can be delivered via 
missiles.

Russia and the United States are by far the 
world’s biggest nuclear powers, holding more 
than 10,600 of the world’s 12,100 nuclear war-
heads.

China has the third-largest nuclear arsenal, 
followed by France and Britain.

Russia has about 1,558 non-strategic nuclear 
warheads, according to the Federation of Amer-
ican Scientists, though there is uncertainty 
about exact fi gures for such weapons due to a 
lack of transparency.

No power has used nuclear weapons in war 
since the United States unleashed the fi rst 
atomic bomb attacks on the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945.

Major nuclear powers routinely check their 
nuclear weapons but very rarely publicly link 
such exercises to specifi c perceived threats in 
the way that Russia has.

Russia announces nuke drills, 
threatens UK military targets
AFP/Reuters
Moscow

The New York judge presid-
ing over Donald Trump’s 
historic criminal trial has 

again found the former US presi-
dent in contempt of a gag order 
and threatened to jail him for 
further violations.

Trump, 77, is charged with fal-
sifying business records to reim-
burse his lawyer, Michael Cohen, 
for a $130,000 payment made to 
am adult entertainment actress 
just days ahead of the 2016 elec-
tion against Hillary Clinton.

Judge Juan Merchan held 
Trump in contempt of court 
and fi ned him $1,000 yesterday 
for a violation of the gag order 
prohibiting him from publicly 
attacking witnesses, jurors or 
court staff  and their relatives.

Trump was also fi ned a total of 
$9,000 last week. 

However, Merchan said these 
penalties were not serving as a 
“deterrent” and he would have 
to consider jail time for further 
violations.

“As much as I do not want to 
impose a jail sanction ... I want 
you to understand I will,” Mer-
chan told Trump, who sat silent-
ly at the defence table dressed in 
a dark blue suit and red tie.

“At the end of the day I have a 
job to do and part of that job is to 
maintain the dignity of the jus-
tice system,” the judge said, call-
ing Trump’s defi ance a “direct 
attack on the rule of law”.

Merchan’s ruling came at the 
start of the third week of tes-
timony in the high-stakes trial 
of the Republican White House 
candidate, the fi rst former presi-
dent to face criminal charges.

The judge acknowledged that 
putting him behind bars for con-
tempt would be a weighty deci-
sion and a logistical challenge.

Trump receives around-the-
clock US Secret Service protec-
tion as a former president and 
Merchan said “the last thing I 
want to do is put you in jail”.

“I also worry about the people 
who would have to execute that,” 
he said.

The trial has gripped the le-
gal and political establishment 
as Trump seeks to re-take the 
White House from President Joe 
Biden in November’s election.

Trump complains frequently 
that the gag order limits his abil-
ity to make his case to voters in 
his comeback White House bid.

“He’s taken away my consti-
tutional right to speak,” Trump 
told reporters outside the court-
room before the start of the 12th 
day of trial.

In addition to the New York 
case, Trump has been indicted 
in Washington and Georgia on 
charges of conspiring to over-
turn the results of the 2020 elec-
tion won by Biden.

He also faces charges of il-
legally storing huge quantities 
of top-secret documents taken 
from the White House after his 
presidency to his home in Flor-
ida.

Judge threatens Trump 
with jail over continued 
gag order violations
AFP/Reuters
New York

India’s election authorities have warned political parties against 
using artifi cial intelligence (AI) to create deepfake videos and 
spread misinformation during the country’s ongoing general 

election.
Millions of voters will head to polling stations today in the third of 

seven voting phases in the world’s most populous country.
A rash of deepfake and doctored videos and misinformation have 

circulated on social media in recent weeks.
The Election Commission of India (ECI) warned against “misuse of 

AI-based tools to create deepfakes that distort information or propa-
gate misinformation”. – AFP

India election chiefs warn 
parties against AI deepfakes A multi-storey building under construction 

in South Africa’s coastal city of George col-
lapsed yesterday, killing at least two people 

and trapping some 50 workers in the rubble, police 
said.

Two of the 22 people rescued from the building 
and sent by ambulance to hospitals in the region 
succumbed to their injuries, city authorities an-
nounced in the evening.

A construction crew of 75 people were on the site 
at the time of the collapse, city spokeswoman Chan-
tel Edwards said.

In addition to the people hospitalised and the two 
dead, no information was yet available for the 50 or 

so others still trapped under the rubble.
Mario Ferreira, spokesperson for the charity Gift 

of the Givers, assisting at the site of the incident, 
told AFP that rescue workers had “communication 
with some of the people under the rubble”.

The fi ve-storey building, including an under-
ground parking lot, collapsed in the early afternoon, 
for reasons still undetermined.

Photographs shared by the municipality showed 
a fl attened construction site with multiple rescue 
services present.

The building’s broken roof was still clearly visible 
atop the pile of rubble as high-powered lights lit up 
the site.

“There have been people taken out, seriously in-
jured,” said Ferreira.

Rescue operations continued into the evening at 
the site which had been cordoned off .

Building collapse in South Africa 
leaves two dead, dozens trapped
AFP
Cape Town

Britain’s King Charles III 
marked yesterday the fi rst 
anniversary of his coro-

nation following a diffi  cult year 
that has seen a cancer diagnosis 
and continuing tensions with his 
estranged son Prince Harry.

To celebrate the occasion a 41-
gun salute rang out from Green 
Park next to Buckingham Palace 
at noon (1100 GMT), followed an 
hour later with 62 volleys fi red 
from another central London lo-
cation.

No offi  cial events, however, 
were planned with the milestone 
coming less than a week after 
King Charles resumed public 
duties since his diagnosis.

He visited fellow cancer pa-
tients at a London hospital on 
Tuesday after doctors said they 
were “very encouraged” by his 
progress.

The 75-year-old monarch, 
who has not disclosed the type of 
cancer he has, was also report-
edly keen to mark the day with 
minimal “fuss” given the link 
between his accession and the 
death of his mother Queen Eliza-
beth II.

The Archbishop of Canterbury 

Justin Welby, who crowned King 
Charles a year ago at Westmin-
ster Abbey, praised his “sense of 
duty”.

“The past year has presented 
the king with some great per-
sonal challenges. But I have been 
struck by his continued sense of 
duty, having recently returned 
to royal engagements following 
treatment,” he said. “His open-
ness in sharing his condition 
has been characteristic of his 

willingness to help and support 
others.”

The anniversary comes as an 
Ipsos poll for the Daily Mail saw 
King Charles’s personal popu-
larity rating rise slightly to 56%.

His son and heir Prince Wil-
liam and his wife Catherine, the 
Princess of Wales, were the most 
popular members of the royal 
family on 69% each, up 8-10% 
since last April.

Catherine, 42, also known as 

Kate, announced her own shock 
cancer diagnosis in late March 
following abdominal surgery 
which had already forced her to 
withdraw from public life.

The double blow of both 
Charles’s and Catherine’s ill 
health has left the royal fam-
ily facing a shortage of frontline 
royals, with William also step-
ping back for a while to help care 
for his wife and family.

Queen Camilla, 76, stepped 
in to take over many of her hus-
band’s engagements while King 
Charles’s sister Princess Anne 
and his youngest brother Prince 
Edward have also taken on more 
prominent roles.

However, King Charles and 
Catherine’s absence was felt 
even more keenly as the king’s 
younger son Harry is no longer a 
working royal.

Harry dramatically relocated 
to North America in 2020 with 
his wife, former actress Meghan 
Markle.

Harry will return to the UK 
this week to attend a ceremony 
marking the 10th anniversary of 
his Invictus Games for disabled 
military veterans.

The domestic PA agency re-
ported that he was “likely to be 
reunited with (King) Charles” at 
some point during his visit.

Charles marks fi rst anniversary of coronation
AFP
London

Members of the Honourable Artillery Company fire a 62 Gun Royal 
Salute, to mark the first anniversary of the coronation of King 
Charles III and Queen Camilla, from Tower Wharf, by Tower Bridge in 
central London.

Reuters won two Pulitzer 
Prizes yesterday, taking 
home the breaking news 

photography award for searing 
images of the Israel-Gaza confl ict 
as well as the national reporting 
award for a series of investigations 
into Elon Musk’s manufacturing 
empire.

ProPublica won the coveted 
public service award for stories de-
tailing undisclosed gifts and trips 
that US Supreme Court justices, 
particularly Clarence Thomas, ac-
cepted from wealthy donors. 

The New York Times and the 
Washington Post each captured 
three prizes.

The annual Pulitzers, fi rst pre-
sented in 1917, are the most pres-
tigious honours in US journalism.

Reuters photographers – of-
ten working at great risk to their 
personal safety – have produced 
thousands of images documenting 
the war between Israel and Ha-
mas, which began with the events 
of October 7 attack that killed 
1,200 people.

Since then, Israel’s retaliatory 
off ensive in the Gaza Strip has 
killed more than 34,000 people, 
including many children, and dis-
placed the majority of its 2.3mn 
residents.

The winning photos include an 
image taken in October by Reuters 
photographer Mohamed Salem, 
depicting a Palestinian woman 
cradling the body of her fi ve-year-
old niece in Gaza.

That photograph previously 
won the prestigious 2024 World 
Press Photo of the Year.

Reuters’s Musk series, The Musk 
Industrial Complex, revealed a 
spate of worker injuries and one 
death at Musk’s rocket company 
SpaceX and the mistreatment of 
animals at his brain-implant com-
pany, Neuralink.

In addition, Reuters found that 
electric car pioneer Tesla covered 
up dangerous defects, rigged its 
cars’ dashboard driving-range es-
timates and shared sensitive im-
ages recorded by its vehicles with-
out drivers’ knowledge.

The series prompted investiga-
tions in the US and Europe and 
calls for action from US lawmak-
ers.

Reuters shared the national re-
porting prize with the Washington 
Post, which won for its examina-
tion of the AR-15 rifl e and its role 
in US gun violence.

The New York Times won the 
international reporting prize for 
its coverage of the Israel-Gaza 
confl ict, while the newspaper’s 
Hannah Dreier was awarded the 
investigative reporting prize for 
exposing the use of migrant child 
labour in the US.

Lookout Santa Cruz, a digital-
only local news outlet, won the 
breaking news reporting prize for 
its coverage of catastrophic fl ood-
ing that struck California in Janu-
ary 2023.

The Associated Press won for 
feature photography for its cov-
erage of migrants trekking from 
Latin America to the US.

The prizes are administered 
by Columbia University. They 
are named for newspaper pub-
lisher Joseph Pulitzer, who died in 
1911 and left money to create the 
awards and establish a journalism 
school at the university.

Reuters wins 
two Pulitzers
Reuters
Washington

Mali junta 
launches 
national 
talks to 
seek an 
end to crisis
AFP
Dakar

Junta leader Colonel Assimi 
Goita has launched the na-
tional phase of inter-Malian 

dialogue in a bid to fi nd a domestic 
response to the country’s years-
long crisis.

The “inter-Malian dialogue for 
peace and national reconciliation” 
follows local consultations and is 
due to wrap up on Friday.

A major part of the opposition 
has boycotted the process, accus-
ing the colonels of exploiting the 
dialogue to bolster their increas-
ingly contested legitimacy and 
stay in power.

The West African nation has 
been ruled by juntas since back-
to-back coups in 2020 and 2021, 
with the military promising to 
hand over power through the bal-
lot box in February.

However, they have postponed 
elections until an unspecifi ed 
date, citing a precarious security 
situation aggravated by religious 
militant attacks.

In April, the military authorities 
suspended all party political activi-
ties after muzzling opponents, jour-
nalists and human rights activists.

Goita insisted that the dialogue 
framework had been “entirely in-
clusive” in line with his wish for all 
Malians to “take part and express 
themselves freely”.

“We have decided that Malians 
will get together without interme-
diaries to draw up a new structure 
for peace,” the colonel said during 
a ceremony broadcast on national 
television.

The authorities are counting 
on the dialogue to strengthen its 
peace eff orts after ending a major 
2015 agreement with armed sepa-
ratist groups in the north.

The deal was considered in-
ternationally as a strong stabilis-
ing factor, but a section of public 
opinion saw it as a foreign-led at-
tempt at partition.

The separatists took up arms 
against Bamako again last year and 
the junta withdrew from the deal.

A Chinese fi ghter jet endangered an 
Australian military helicopter during 
an “unsafe” and “unacceptable” con-

frontation over the Yellow Sea, Australia said 
yesterday.

The Chinese air force J-10 jet dropped 
fl ares above and several hundred metres 
ahead of an Australian MH60R Seahawk 
helicopter, which was on a routine fl ight on 
Saturday in the Yellow Sea as part of an op-

eration to enforce sanctions against North 
Korea, Defence Minister Richard Marles said 
in a statement.

The helicopter, fl ying from destroyer 
HMAS Hobart, dodged the fl ares, but the 
possible impact would have been “signifi -
cant”.

“This is a very serious incident, it was 
unsafe and it is completely unacceptable,” 
he said. “We have formally expressed our 

concerns about this incident, and formally 
expressed that this was both unsafe and un-
professional.”

The confrontation put the aircraft and 
those on board at risk, although no one was 
hurt, the Department of Defence said in a 
separate statement.

China’s ministry of defence did not im-
mediately respond to a request for comment. 
– Reuters

President Ferdinand Marcos said yes-
terday that the Philippines would not 
respond in kind to China’s deployment 

of water cannon against its vessels, ruling out 
the use of “off ensive” equipment as Manila 
asserts its sovereignty in the disputed South 
China Sea.

Beijing has dispatched hundreds of coast-
guard and other vessels to press its claims 
over most of the waterway despite an inter-
national tribunal ruling that its assertion has 
no legal basis.

In the latest confrontation on April 30, 
Manila said the China coastguard damaged 

a Philippine coastguard ship and another 
government vessel with high-pressure water 
cannon as the boats were bringing supplies to 
Filipino fi shermen at Scarborough Shoal.

“We will not follow the Chinese coast-
guard and the Chinese vessels down that 
road,” Marcos said yesterday when asked if 
Manila would start using the water cannons 
on its own coast guard vessels to retaliate. 
“It’s not the mission of our navy, our coast 
guard to start or to increase tensions ... we 
have no intention of attacking anyone with 
water cannons or any other such off ensive 
(equipment).”

Marcos added that “the last thing” the 
Philippines wanted was “to raise the ten-
sions” in the disputed waters.

Asked about Marcos’s comments at a 
regular briefi ng yesterday, a spokesperson 
for Beijing’s foreign ministry urged Manila 
to “stop spreading false information that 
misleads the international community” and 
“stop forming cliques and showing off  mili-
tary force”.

Marcos said yesterday that the Philippines 
would continue responding to South China 
Sea incidents through diplomatic means. – 
AFP

Australia denounces China over ‘unsafe’ aerial confrontation

Philippines won’t use water cannon on Chinese ships



She lauded the artist’s abil-
ity to provoke meaningful dialogue 
through his immersive installa-
tions, which challenge viewers to 
confront uncomfortable truths.

“It is with great pride that we 
unveil Khalid Albaih’s exhibition 
at Mathaf: Arab Museum of Mod-
ern Art, refl ecting Mathaf’s role as 
a platform for regional artists to 

showcase their visions,” Arida said.
“Since its inception, Mathaf 

has always been committed to il-
luminating the diverse tapestry of 
Arab artistry, covering unique, im-

portant causes and shedding light 
on the way societies are structured 
as it interrogates the role art plays 
in our local and regional contexts,” 
she said in a statement.

Mathaf: Arab Museum 
of Modern Art opened 
its doors to the “Khalid 

Albaih: Shahid” exhibition yes-
terday, showcasing the poignant 
work of Sudanese artist and politi-
cal cartoonist Khalid Albaih.

Running until August 10, the 
exhibition off ers visitors an im-
mersive and thought-provoking 
experience, inviting them to re-
fl ect on their role as witnesses to 
ongoing tragedies, particularly 
what the artist described as “an 
ethnic cleansing in Gaza”.

Albaih’s installation, titled Sha-
hid, which translates to “witness” 
in Arabic, confronts viewers with 
the stark realities of the confl ict in 
Gaza.

Through interactive audiovisual 
elements, the exhibition compels 
visitors to contemplate their re-
sponse to the crisis and recognise 
the humanity behind the stagger-
ing statistics of lives lost.

During a media tour, Albaih 
highlighted the aim of his installa-
tion, saying: “In this one (installa-
tion), I ask the viewer to stand and 
to say these people’s names and be 
involved in those images that we 
all see.”

“There are a few images that we 
know who these people are, but 
there are 6,647 names that we’d 
never seen their pictures, we don’t 
know who they are,” he continued.

“But here, we say their names 
and we stand witness to their 
lives ... if the world can’t see Gaza 
with all the evidence coming out 
of there, how can they see Sudan; 
which means if they can see Gaza, 
they can defi nitely see us and all of 
us,” he added.

The artist stressed the impor-

tance of acknowledging the indi-
vidual lives lost, urging viewers to 
engage with the names and stories 
behind the images that often cir-
culate on social media.

Curated by Fatma Mostafawi 
and Hadeel al-Kohaji, the exhibi-
tion features four powerful digital 
illustrations displayed on a mir-
rored wall.

These illustrations capture piv-
otal moments from the confl ict, 
drawing attention to the human 
cost of violence and displacement.

Visitors’ refl ections in the mir-
ror merge with the depictions of 
victims, reinforcing their role as 
witnesses to the tragedy in Gaza.

The exhibition incorporates a 
recorded recitation of the names 
and ages of martyrs, sourced from 
the Palestinian ministry of health.

Albaih reiterated the urgency 
of bearing witness to these lives, 
highlighting the global commu-
nity’s responsibility to confront 
injustice and amplify marginalised 
voices.

Speaking to Gulf Times, Mathaf 
director Zeina Arida underlined 
the timeliness of the exhibition 
amid ongoing crises, noting that 
the artist informed her about the 
urgency and the pressing nature of 
his task – a factor that motivated 
Mathaf’s decision to organise the 
exhibition.

Welcoming Albaih’s initiative, 
she cited the artist’s clear vision 
and trusted his direction, saying: 
“Khalid is a politically engaged 
artist who brings his two-dimen-
sional work to three-dimensional 
installations, addressing urgent 
issues with clarity and vision.”

Arida expressed her pride in 
debuting Albaih’s exhibition at 
Mathaf, citing the museum’s dedi-
cation to highlighting a diverse 
range of Arab artistry and tackling 
urgent social and political issues.
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QATAR

Virginia Commonwealth University School of 
the Arts in Qatar (VCUarts Qatar), has opened 
is BFA + MFA Exhibition 2024 to the public.

Visitors can view the exhibition between 9am and 
5pm, Saturday to Thursday, until May 12.

The exhibition is on the ground fl oor of VCUarts 
Qatar’s campus within Education City and online at 
https://qatar.vcu.edu/bfamfa-thesis-2024/ 

The exhibition’s formal launch on Sunday was 
attended by key stakeholders from Qatar’s creative 
sector, and family and friends of the graduating stu-
dents. 

The show is a collective presentation of the unique 
and often convention-breaking works of VCUarts 
Qatar’s senior students from the undergraduate pro-
grammes of graphic design, interior design, painting 
and printmaking, and fashion design, as well as the 

university’s postgraduate programme in design.
Culture, language, identity, mental health, physi-

cal well-being, and the environment were just some 
of the themes researched by the Class of 2024.

Some students explored the notion of cultural 
identity shaped through memories, highlighting his-
tory and heritage, while others examined the impli-
cations of displacement and colonisation. 

The psychological eff ects of being a third-culture 
kid continued to be a popular topic for investigation. 

This year, several projects explored health-related 
issues.

Projects tackling obesity, maternal health, autism, 
Attention Defi cit Hyperactivity Disorder, and digital 
over-use underscored the role of design in promot-
ing well-being and addressing health concerns, life-
style-induced and otherwise.

Further projects drew inspiration from Qatar: the 
country’s unique marine biosphere and landscapes, 
ship-building heritage, and the history and signifi -
cance of its banknotes and stamps.

Students used a variety of media, resources and 
tools that allowed them to incorporate techniques 
such as light, sound, video, animation, textile de-
sign, silk printing, fabrication technology, visual 
language, product, print and website design, typog-
raphy, coding, interior graphics, printmaking, dig-
ital painting, screen-printing, lithography, computer 
programming, and photographic stencil techniques, 
in their fi nal projects.

“This class began their studies with VCUarts Qa-
tar through the early days of the pandemic and their 
artwork tells their story, inviting each of us along on 
their journey,” said VCUarts Qatar dean Amir Ber-

bic. “The themes of displacement, colonisation and 
duality are found in some pieces, while others en-
courage exploration of the expat experience, and the 
questions surrounding the balance between utility, 
creativity, and personal artistic expression.”

The day of the launch also saw prospective stu-
dents visit the campus for “Hayakom”, the tradi-
tional welcome accorded to students off ered places 
at VCUarts Qatar, for the 2024 Fall semester.

Some members of the Class of 2024 have been rec-
ognised through international awards – such as the 
Telly Awards, the Venice TV Award, the International 
Property Awards, and the Red Dot Award – while 
others have had their work displayed at prestigious 
exhibitions and events in places such as Doha, Dubai, 
Milan, Venice, London, Berlin, Moscow, Paris, and 
Hong Kong.

VCUarts Qatar’s BFA + MFA Exhibition 2024 open to public

The BFA + MFA Exhibition 2024 is a collective presentation of the unique and often convention-breaking 
works of VCUarts Qatar’s senior students. Several projects drew inspiration from Qatar.

Mathaf presents 
‘Khalid Albaih: 
Shahid’ exhibition
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

Left: Mathaf director Zeina Arida.

Sudanese artist and political cartoonist Khalid 
Albaih interacting with the media at Mathaf 
yesterday. PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam

Albaih stressed the importance of acknowledging the 
individual lives lost.

From Page 1

In a statement, Netanyahu’s offi  ce add-
ed that his war cabinet approved continu-
ing an operation in Rafah. UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres urged Israel 
and Hamas “to go the extra mile needed to 
make an agreement,” his spokesman said.

An Israeli offi  cial, speaking on condition 
of anonymity said the proposal that Ha-
mas accepted was a watered-down version 
of an Egyptian off er and included elements 
that Israel could not accept.

“This would appear to be a ruse intend-
ed to make Israel look like the side refusing 
a deal,” said the Israeli offi  cial, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity.

But an offi  cial briefed on the peace talks, 
also speaking on condition of anonymity, 
said the off er Hamas accepted was eff ec-
tively the same as one agreed at the end of 
April by Israel.

A US offi  cial familiar with truce nego-
tiations told Reuters that Netanyahu and 
the war cabinet “have not appeared to ap-
proach the latest phase of negotiations in 
good faith.”

US State Department spokesman Mat-

thew Miller said Washington would dis-
cuss the Hamas response with its allies in 
the coming hours, and a deal was “abso-
lutely achievable”.

“We want to get these hostages out, 
we want to get a ceasefi re in place for six 
weeks, we want to increase humanitarian 
assistance,” White House national secu-
rity spokesperson John Kirby said, adding 
that reaching an agreement would be the 
“absolute best outcome”.

More than 34,600 Palestinians have 
been killed in the confl ict, according to 
Gaza health offi  cials.

The UN has said that famine is immi-
nent in the enclave.

Any truce would be the fi rst pause in 
fi ghting since a week-long ceasefi re in No-
vember, during which Hamas freed around 
half of the hostages.

Since then, all eff orts to reach a new 
truce have foundered over Israel’s insist-
ence that it would discuss only a tempo-
rary pause.

Taher al-Nono, a Hamas offi  cial and 
adviser to Haniyeh, told Reuters that the 
proposal met the group’s demands for 
reconstruction eff orts in Gaza, return of 

displaced Palestinians and a swap of Is-
raeli hostages for Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli jails.

The Hamas deputy chief in Gaza, Kha-
lil al-Hayya, told Al Jazeera television that 
the proposal comprised three phases, each 
of six weeks, with Israel to pull its troops 
out of Gaza in the second phase (see box 
on the right).

Earlier yesterday, Israel ordered the 
evacuation of parts of Rafah, the city on 
the Egyptian bordered that has served as 
the last sanctuary for around half of Gaza’s 
2.3mn residents.

Israel’s closest ally, the United States, 
has called on it not to assault Rafah, saying 
that it must not do so without a full plan in 
place to protect civilians there, which has 
yet to be presented.

Washington is committed to stopping 
Israel’s Rafah attack, the US offi  cial said.

Israel said yesterday that it was con-
ducting limited operations on the eastern 
part of Rafah.

That was being accompanied by mas-
sive air strikes, according to Palestinian 
residents.

“They have been fi ring since last night 

and today after the evacuation orders, the 
bombardment became more intense be-
cause they want to frighten us to leave,” 
Jaber Abu Nazly, a 40-year-old father of 
two, told Reuters via a chat app. “Others 
are wondering whether there is any place 
safe in the whole of Gaza.”

Instructed by Arabic text messages, 

phone calls, and fl yers to move to what the 
Israeli military called an “expanded hu-
manitarian zone” around 12 miles away, 
some Palestinian families began trundling 
away in chilly spring rain.

Some piled children and possessions 
onto donkey carts, while others left by 
pick-up or on foot through muddy streets.

Defiant Israel strikes Rafah despite Hamas ceasefire nod What’s in the 3-phase ceasefire deal

Palestinian group Hamas said 

yesterday it had agreed to a 

three-phased deal for a cease-

fire and hostages-for-prison-

ers swap, although an Israeli 

off icial said the deal was not 

acceptable to Israel because 

terms had been “softened”.

Based on details announced 

so far by Hamas off icials and 

an off icial briefed on the talks, 

the deal that the Palestinian 

group said it had agreed to 

included the following:

PHASE-1
 42-day ceasefire period

 Hamas releases 33 Israeli 

hostages in return for Israel 

releasing Palestinians from 

Israeli jails.

 Israel partially withdraws 

troops from Gaza and 

allows free movement of 

Palestinians from south to 

north Gaza.

PHASE-2 
 Another 42-day 

period that features an 

agreement to restore a 

“sustainable calm” to Gaza, 

language that an official 

briefed on the talks said 

Hamas and Israel had 

agreed in order to take dis-

cussion of a “permanent 

ceasefire” off the table.

 The complete withdrawal 

of most Israeli troops from 

Gaza.

 Hamas releases Israeli re-

servists and some soldiers 

in return for Israel releasing 

Palestinians from jail.

PHASE-3 
 The completion of 

exchanging bodies and 

starting the implementation 

of reconstruction according 

to the plan overseen by 

Qatar, Egypt and the United 

Nations.

 Ending the complete 

blockade on the Gaza Strip.

The exhibition features four digital illustrations displayed on a mirrored wall.

Sudanese artist and political cartoon-
ist Khalid Albaih’s “Shahid” exhibition 
shines a spotlight on the interconnected 

nature of the ongoing crises in Gaza and Sudan, 
and the urgent need for collective witnessing.

The artist’s powerful installation, which 
opened yesterday at Mathaf: Arab Museum of 
Modern Art, confronts viewers with the stark 
realities of confl ict and displacement in Gaza 
while drawing attention to the neglect faced by 
Sudan in Western media narratives.

“We are all aware of Sudan’s neglect by 
Western media, particularly during the simul-

taneous devastations in Gaza and Sudan over 
the past year,” Albaih said in a statement. “This 
disregard of Sudan can largely be attributed to 
Western media’s struggle to simplify the coun-
try’s multifaceted issues into black-and-white 
narratives, overlooking its interconnectedness 
with the same regional powers.” 

“In my interactive installation Shahid, which 
means ‘witness’ in Arabic, I aim to highlight a 
few of the early viral images from Gaza, which 
were often quickly forgotten as the world wit-
nessed wave after wave of horrifi c imagery 
from the ongoing massacres,” he said.

“Additionally, practical challenges, like lim-
ited Internet access on the ground in Sudan, 
contribute to the scarcity of footage available 
for use by the media,” Albaih added. “Amidst 

my constant search for news on Sudan on-
line, like many around the world, I became a 
fi rsthand witness to Gazans documenting their 
own genocide.”

The exhibition invites visitors to immerse in 
the experiences of those aff ected by confl ict.

“Through this act of solidarity with Gaza, I 
also stand in solidarity with Sudan and other 
overlooked countries in confl ict in the Glo-
bal South. I fi rmly believe that only when the 
world sees the well-documented genocide in 
Gaza, will it see us all,” he said.

Albaih’s work challenges mainstream narra-
tives and calls for a reevaluation of how global 
crises are perceived and addressed.

Through art, the artist advocates for solidar-
ity, empathy, and action in the face of adversity.

Global witnessing amidst launch of ‘Shahid’ exhibition
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter
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