
Amir begins Asian 
tour from today

US House passes 
$95bn Ukraine, 
Israel aid package

Iraq’s PMF force 
says base was 
attacked

50 killed as boat 
capsizes in Bangui

His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani will begin a tour 

in several friendly Asian coun-
tries today upon the invitation of 
their leaders. His Highness the 
Amir will commence his tour with 
a visit to Philippines, followed by 
Bangladesh, and conclude with a 
visit to Nepal. During the tour, the 
Amir will hold talks with the lead-
ers and senior offi  cials of these 
countries, focusing on ways to en-
hance co-operation and discuss-
ing a number of issues of mutual 
interest. Additionally, agreements 
and memoranda of understand-
ing will be signed in various fi elds. 
The Amir will be accompanied by 
an offi  cial delegation. 

Qatar’s relationship with its 
Asian depth has been cemented 
over the past years where Qatar 
has been playing an eff ective role 
in lockstep with regional and glo-
bal organisations in Asia. This has 
helped bolster its standing and in-
fl uence in the region, as well as the 
global arena by virtue of an eff ective 
bilateral co-operation with some 
of the most prominent and major 
Asian blocs and bodies. (QNA)

The US House of 
Representatives yesterday with 
broad bipartisan support passed 
a $95bn legislative package 
providing security assistance 
to Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan, 
over bitter objections from 
Republican hardliners. The 
legislation now proceeds to the 
Democratic-majority Senate, 
which passed a similar measure 
more than two months ago. The 
Senate is expected to pass the 
measure next week, sending 
it to Biden to sign into law. 
The bills provide $60.84bn to 
address the conflict in Ukraine, 
including $23bn to replenish US 
weapons, stocks and facilities; 
$26bn for Israel, including $9.1bn 
for humanitarian needs, and 
$8.12bn for the Indo-Pacific, 
including Taiwan. Page 8

A huge blast at a military base 
in Iraq early yesterday killed 
a member of an Iraqi security 
force. The force commander 
said it was an attack while the 
army said it was investigating 
and there were no warplanes in 
the sky at the time. Two security 
sources had said earlier that 
an air strike caused the blast, 
which killed a member of Iraq’s 
Popular Mobilisation Forces 
(PMF) and wounded eight 
others at Kalso military base 
about 50km south of Baghdad. 
In a statement, the PMF said 
its chief of staff  Abdul Aziz 
al-Mohammedawi had visited 
the location and reviewed 
information from investigators. 

Around 50 people on their way 
to a village funeral died after 
their riverboat capsized in the 
Central African Republic’s capital 
Bangui on Friday, an off icial said 
yesterday. “We were alerted 40 
minutes after the incident and 
rescuers were able to extract 
around 50 lifeless bodies,” civil 
protection department head 
Thomas Djimasse said. He added 
that the search was continuing 
with more people possibly 
drowned in the Mpoko River. 
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HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani met yesterday with Deputy Ruler 
of Abu Dhabi and National Security Adviser of the sisterly United Arab 
Emirates Sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed al-Nahyan, currently visiting Qatar. 
They discussed relations between the two countries, and a host of 
regional and international issues of common concern. (QNA)

PM meets Abu Dhabi 
deputy ruler

Will hold talks with leaders of 
Philippines, Bangladesh, Nepal

Speaker hails new milestone in Asia ties

HE Speaker of the Shura 
Council Hassan bin Abdul-
lah al-Ghanem affi  rmed 

that the visit of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani to Bangladesh, Nepal 
and the Philippines constitutes a 
new milestone in developing rela-
tions with Asia, praising the Amir’s 
keenness on consolidating co-op-
eration between Qatar and various 
countries of the world.

In an exclusive statement to Qa-
tar News Agency, he said the visit 
would strengthen the bonds of 
friendship, co-ordination, co-op-
eration, and common interests with 
these countries in various fi elds. 
It would also push parliamentary 
relations to broader horizons and 
consolidate parliamentary eff orts 
aimed at bringing the Qatari people 
and the peoples of those friendly 
countries closer together, consider-
ing the growing relations between 
Qatar and Asian countries.

The Speaker noted the great im-
portance of parliamentary relations 
between the Shura Council and 
Asian parliaments in view of the 
distinguished regional, geographi-
cal, and economic status of Qatar, 
which enabled it to become a stra-
tegic partner for Asian countries, 
in addition to Qatar’s important 
regional political role at the inter-
national level that allowed it to build 
strong and established bilateral re-
lations with Asian countries.

He pointed out that Qatar sup-
ported the key goals upon which 
the Asian Co-operation Dialogue 
Initiative was based, most notably 
strengthening intra-relations be-
tween member states, coordinat-
ing political positions, consoli-
dating aspects of co-operation in 
various fi elds, and achieving com-
mon interests.

He said the Shura Council has 
built solid parliamentary relations 
with the parliaments of Asian coun-

tries, especially since the Council 
has a prominent presence in the 
Asian Parliamentary Assembly. 

He explained the parliamentary 
friendship group with Asian coun-
tries had an important role in con-
solidating and strengthening rela-
tions through bilateral meetings 
and mutual visits, pointing out 
that the Shura Council will work 
to reinforce and develop these re-
lations, in a way that contributes 
to supporting and strengthening 
the country’s orientation towards 
developing relations with Asian 
countries. 

The Speaker added that rela-
tions between the peoples of the 
Gulf region - of which the Qatari 
people are a part - and the Asian 
peoples in their various cultural, 
civilisational, political, and eco-
nomic dimensions are well-estab-
lished and rooted, pointing to the 
historical relationship that links 
Qatar with these countries in both 
commercial and cultural aspects 
since the pre-oil era.

He added that Arab and Gulf 
literature is full of rich cultural 
heritage that dealt with Asian cul-
tures through study and analysis, 
and this had a great impact on our 
culture and heritage, and a posi-
tive impact on the social relation-
ship between the two sides.
See also Pages 2,4, 5
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Qatar to care for 20 Russian 
and Ukrainian families

Qatar announced that 20 
Russian and Ukrain-
ian families, including 37 

children, have arrived in Doha 
under an integrated programme 
that aims to provide healthcare 
and comprehensive support for 
the families and their children 
within Qatar’s ongoing media-
tion eff orts dedicated to reunit-
ing families separated due to the 
Russian-Ukrainian confl ict.

Qatar hosts these families 
during April 18-27 to help them 
receive medical, psychological, 
and social support. The pro-
gramme represents a critical step 
towards assisting the families to 
undergo the healing process and 
is designed to provide an overall 
support that meets immediate 
needs and lays the foundation 
for long-term recovery and in-
clusion, the Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs confi rmed in a statement 
yesterday.

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs pointed out that the pro-
gramme helps promote health 
well-being and stability through 
focusing on psychological, 
physical, and social health for 
all family members, paving the 
way for families to build their 
life confi dently and safely, high-
lighting that the programme is 
conducted in partnership with 
representatives of both the Rus-

sian Federation and Ukraine.
Qatar in its capacity as me-

diator will remain committed to 
protecting the well-being of all 
confl ict-aff ected civilians, along 
with its unfl inching commit-
ment to continuing the media-
tion eff orts with a special focus 
on children reunifi cation and 
ensuring their safety and care, 
the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 
underlined. (QNA) Page 2

Integration effort 
aimed at providing  
healthcare, support

AFP
Tehran

Iran and Israel appeared to step 
back from the brink of broader 
conflict as lawmakers in the United 
States approved new Israeli military 
aid yesterday despite growing 
criticism of its ally’s war in Gaza.
Iran downplayed Israel’s reported 
retaliation for its unprecedented 
drone and missile attack, tamping 
down fears that escalating tit-
for-tat attacks between the arch 
enemies could tip over into a 
broader war in the Middle East.
However a deadly blast at an 
Iraqi military base underlined 
the tensions which persist in the 
region, as did more deadly Israeli 
strikes in Gaza and intensifying 
clashes in the West Bank.

After Iran launched more than 300 
missiles and drones a week ago in 
Tehran’s first-ever direct attack on 
Israeli territory, Israel had warned it 
would hit back.
The Iran attack was itself in 
retaliation for an air strike — widely 
blamed on Israel — that levelled the 
Iranian consulate in Damascus and 
killed seven Revolutionary Guards 
on April 1.
The Israeli retaliation appeared 
to come on Friday, when Iranian 
media reported blasts in the central 
province of Isfahan.
Fars news agency reported “three 
explosions” close to Qahjavarestan, 
near Isfahan airport and the 8th 
Shekari army air base.
“What happened last night was no 
attack,” Iranian Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian told NBC 
News.

Iran, Israel appear to 
pull back from brinkIsrael kills 14 more Palestinians

Reuters
Nur Shams

Israeli forces killed 14 Pales-
tinians during a raid in the 
occupied West Bank yester-

day, while an ambulance driver 
was killed as he went to pick up 
wounded from a separate attack 
by violent Jewish settlers, Pales-
tinian authorities said.

Israeli forces began an extend-
ed raid in the early hours of Fri-
day in the Nur Shams area, near 
the fl ashpoint Palestinian city of 
Tulkarm and were still exchang-
ing fi re with armed fi ghters well 
into yesterday.

Israeli military vehicles massed 
and bursts of gunfi re were heard, 
while at least three drones were 
seen hovering above Nur Shams.

Yesterday, Palestinian health 
authorities said at least 14 Pal-
estinians, two of whom were 
identifi ed by Palestinian sources 
and offi  cials as a gunman and a 
16 year-old boy, were killed dur-

ing the raid, one of the heaviest 
casualty totals in the West Bank 
in months. Another man was 
killed on Friday.

The Israeli military said a 
number of Palestinian fi ghters 
were killed or arrested during 
the raid, and at least four soldiers 
were wounded in exchanges of 
fi re.

In a separate incident, the Pal-
estinian health ministry said a 
50-year-old ambulance driver 
was killed by Israeli gunfi re near 
the village of Al-Sawiya, south 
of the city of Nablus, as he was 
making his way to transport peo-
ple injured during the attack on 
the village.

It was not immediately clear 
whether he was shot by settlers. 
There was no immediate com-
ment from the military.

A Palestinian woman and 
children check the rubble of a 
building hit by overnight Israeli 
bombing in Rafah in the southern 
Gaza Strip yesterday. (AFP)
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Twenty Russian and Ukrainian 
families (including 37 children) have 
arrived in Doha under an integrated 
programme that aims to provide 
healthcare and comprehensive 
support for the families and their 
children within Qatar’s ongoing 
mediation eff orts dedicated to 
reuniting families separated due 
to the Russian-Ukrainian conflict. 
Qatar is hosting these families 
between April 18-27 to help them 
receive medical, psychological, and 
social support. The programme 
represents a critical step towards 
assisting the families to undergo 
the healing process and is designed 
to provide an overall support 
that meets immediate needs and 
lays the foundation for long-term 
recovery and inclusion, the Ministry 
of Foreign Aff airs said. (QNA)

Qatar welcomes Russian, Ukrainian families in Doha to receive care, support

Awqaf opens new mosque in Al Sadd

The Ministry of Endowments 
(Awqaf) and Islamic Aff airs, 
represented by the Depart-

ment of Mosques, has opened the 
rebuilt Jassim bin Fahd bin Jas-
sim al-Thani Mosque in Al Sadd 
in Doha. Spread over a total area 
of 1,557sq m, the mosque, accord-
ing to an Awqaf statement, was 
opened in March and can accom-
modate 856 male and female wor-
shippers and has houses for the 
imam and muezzin. 

Numbered M.S. 176, the mosque 
has a main prayer hall that can ac-
commodate 504 worshippers and a 
prayer hall on the mezzanine fl oor 
that can accommodate 252. There 
is a women’s hall for 100 wor-
shippers.  With a tall minaret, the 
mosque includes a spacious ab-

lution place in addition to a large 
number of public parking lots, in-
cluding those for persons with dis-
abilities. The entrances and exits 
are disabled-friendly.

The Department of Engineer-
ing Aff airs at the ministry is con-
cerned with fulfi lling the needs 
of the regions in the country for 
mosques and prayer grounds while 
providing temporary mosques and 
supervising their preservation as 
well as preparing the annual plan 
for the maintenance of mosques 
and imams’ residences. These are 
in co-ordination with the compe-
tent authorities.

In mosque designs, the depart-
ment takes into account the re-
quirements of diff erent areas along 
with the guidelines for green and 

sustainable buildings. Also, the 
department focuses on the condi-
tions for sustainability in the use of 
electricity and water, and preserv-
ing the aesthetics of heritage in 
design that refl ect the authenticity 
of Qatari and Islamic heritage of 
the highest standards.

The Ministry of Endowments’ 
plans to build mosques also take 
into account the population den-

sity map along with engineer-
ing, architectural specifi cations 
and the heritage aspect within 
the framework of caring for the 
mosques to enable worship and to 
serve the worshippers. Mosque lo-
cations can be searched on Awqaf’s 
website through accurate and spe-
cifi c maps that facilitate access 
to mosque locations in all cities 
across the country.

The mosque has a main prayer hall that can accommodate 504 
worshippers and a prayer hall on the mezzanine floor that can 
accommodate 252. There is a women’s hall for 100 worshippers.

The Jassim bin Fahd bin Jassim al-Thani Mosque in Al Sadd in Doha.

Qatar Family Day celebrated
The Ministry of Social Development and Family, in co-operation 

with the Museum of Islamic Art, yesterday celebrated Qatar Fam-
ily Day, observed on April 15 of each year, as part of its keenness to 

revive the value and role of families in achieving the pillars of community 
development. On the occasion, Director of Family Development at the 
Ministry of Social Development and Family Dhabia al-Maqbali under-
lined the importance of marking the day as an important occasion and 
social initiative.

 This day refl ects the priority and importance that the Family Devel-
opment Department in the Ministry of Social Development and Family 
attaches to the family, she said, noting that Qatar Family Day highlights 
the eff orts of social institutions in supporting and developing community 
construction and growth, in accordance with Qatar National Vision 2030 
and the state’s national development strategy.

According to al-Maqbali, the Ministry of Social Development and 
Family organised several events on this occasion, including a series of 
recreational activities and events that champion cohesion between fam-
ily members, and educating society about the importance of the family’s 
role in raising young people and promoting social cohesion. (QNA)

Amir’s Asian tour key to robust 
economic  co-operation: QCAA
QNA
Doha

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani’s visit 
to the Philippines, Bangladesh, and Nepal is key to economic 
co-operation and trade exchange, said In Charge of Managing 

Qatar Civil Aviation Authority (QCAA) Mohamed Faleh al-Hajri.
Speaking to Qatar News Agency (QNA), al-Hajri said that Qa-

tar Airways operates direct fl ights to the three countries under air 
services agreements. He added that a robust economic co-operation 
directly refl ects on the tourism and air transport industries. Qatar 
closely co-operates and develops outstanding air transport relations 
with the three countries, he said. Highlighting an air transport re-
covery after grappling with the Covid-19 pandemic repercussions, 
al-Hajri cited the International Air Transport Association (IATA)’s 
global air transport outlook which forecasts the industry will return 
to normal in 2025.

He added that the fl ag carrier of Qatar operates fl ights to about 
90% of Asian countries, which refl ects positively on its growth. His 
Highness the Amir’s tour, which seeks to increase the volume of trade 
exchange in general, will bolster the trade and economic sectors, in-
cluding air transport, he added.

On July 8, 2002, Qatar sealed an air service agreement with Nepal, 
which took eff ect on July 21, 2002.

Qatar inked an air services agreement with Philippines on Jan 10, 
1993, which entered into force on May 19, 1994. Moreover, Qatar and 
Bangladesh initialled an air service agreement on Dec 31, 1979. (QNA)

QRCS implemented QR666mn 
worth of projects, aid: al-Khater

QNA
Doha

HE the President of Qa-
tar Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS) Yousef bin Ali al-

Khater revealed that over the past 
fi ve years, QRCS has implemented 
projects and provided aid in Asia 
with over QR666mn, from which 
around 26mn people in 23 Asian 
countries have benefi ted.

In his remarks to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), HE al-Khater in-
dicated that QRCS is focusing its 
eff orts on Asia, given the frequent 
natural disasters that various 
Asian countries suff er from, such 
as hurricanes, fl oods, earthquakes, 
landslides, monsoon rains, and se-
vere cold waves. HE al-Khater said 
that among the Asian regions that 
QRCS focuses on in its work are 
the countries of South and South-
east Asia, such as Nepal, the Phil-
ippines, and Bangladesh, where 
QRCS has provided aid to more 
than 5mn people since 2017 with 
more than QR76mn.

In this context, he said that the 
QRCS’s interventions include var-
ious forms of assistance needed by 
those aff ected by confl icts and dis-
asters, such as health aid, shelter, 
distribution of food and non-food 
items, securing drinking water and 
sanitation, supporting livelihoods, 
and rebuilding family ties.

Regarding the impact that such 
projects have had on the targeted 
communities in Asia, HE al-Khat-
er stressed that QRCS is always one 

of the fi rst initiators in responding 
to disasters and crises by activat-
ing the Emergency Information 
Management Center and sending 
trained relief teams to aff ected ar-
eas. He indicated that based on the 
assessment of urgent needs and 
coordination with fellow national 
societies in the targeted coun-
tries, aid is being provided in the 
most important life-saving areas, 
regions, and communities most 
in need. He pointed out that this 
work methodology helped make a 
real diff erence in the lives of dis-
placed people and refugees, allevi-
ate their suff ering, and move them 
from the stage of early recovery to 
development and reconstruction.

Regarding the contribution of 
these development and charita-
ble projects to enhancing com-
munication and interdependence 
between the Qatari people and 
the benefi ciary communities, he 
stressed that the QRCS has gained 
great trust over the years among 
partner agencies and benefi ciary 
communities alike, thanks to its 
strategy based on neutrality and 
humanity, as well as the compe-
tence, professionalism, and ethics 
of its staff .

Concluding his remarks to 
QNA, HE Yousef bin Ali al-Khater 
stressed that as the fi rst voluntary 
humanitarian organization in Qa-
tar, QRCS works to serve people 
wherever they are without bias or 
discrimination by implementing 
hundreds of annual humanitarian 
projects and interventions in vari-
ous areas worldwide. EAA implements 33 educational 

projects in 21 Asian countries: CEO
QNA
Doha

The CEO of Education Above 
All (EAA) Foundation Fahd 
bin Hamad al-Sulaiti has 

said that EAA is currently carry-
ing out a number of educational 
projects in Asia supported by Qa-
tar Fund For Development (QFFD), 
alongside a group of global part-
ners.

He added that EAA is laser-fo-
cused on optimising access to edu-
cation opportunities for the mar-
ginalized groups and out-of-school 
children and operates in 33 projects 
in 21 Asian countries.

Speaking to Qatar News Agency 
(QNA), al-Sulaiti highlighted that 
QFFD joint projects off er the pos-
sibility of access to good education 
for 7, 441, 256 benefi ciaries in all 
Asian countries. In Nepal, QFFD 
succeeded in achieving tangible 
results through 13 projects, such as 
establishing and optimising the ed-
ucational infrastructure by building 
105 new schools and upgrading 145 
others which had a profound and 

positive impact on local communi-
ties with the abundance of oppor-
tunities for 188,554 benefi ciaries 
from the primary education.

QFFD launched the ‘Reach 
Mindanao’ project in Philippines 
which helped young people com-
plete their secondary education 
and achieve self-suffi  ciency, either 
through decent works, or initiating 
their private businesses which pro-
foundly advanced the community 
and supported local peace eff orts 
from which 5,296 people had ben-
efi ted, al-Sulaiti added.

Al-Sulaiti stated that in Bangla-
desh QFFD provided a large-scale 
support through 12 projects that 
included supporting out-of-school 
children, refugees, and displaced 
people with a total target of en-
rolling 974,700 out-of-school 
children. Also, QFFD succeeded in 
achieving a concrete impact with 
the total number of benefi ciaries 
reaching roughly 989,946 indi-
viduals. CEO of EAA described the 
footprint left by EAA on the tar-
geted communities in Asia as pro-
found and inclusive which achieved 
a paradigm shift in education and 

supporting the sustainable devel-
opment goals in Nepal, Philippines 
and Bangladesh. He pointed out 
that the projects have demonstrat-
ed the institutions’ capability of 
making concrete changes that tran-
scended the provision of education 
to encompass the promotion of 
stability, as well as community and 
economic development.

Education in Nepal witnessed 
a major transformation following 
the construction of new schools 
and improving educational infra-
structure, off ering opportunities 
for good education for thousands 
of children, with educational ini-
tiatives empowering young people 
and upgrading their capabilities, he 
pointed out. Al-Sulaiti emphasised 
that these initiatives have support-
ed peace and local development, 
and these programs have enhanced 
the provision of primary educa-
tion for children, refugees, and dis-
placed people in Bangladesh with 
a remarkable impact on improving 
life quality and opening new hori-
zons for the future.

He stated that the same initia-
tives have eff ectively empowered 

young people through strengthen-
ing their leadership and develop-
ment skills, in addition to encour-
aging their active engagement in 
the sustainable development ini-
tiatives, addressing climate issues, 
and building local and global advo-
cacy networks.

Additionally, QFFD intends to 
provide educational opportunities 
for children, in the conviction that 
education is the best way out of the 
scourge of poverty and the basis of 
establishing communities that en-
joy justice and peace, in addition 
to unlocking the full potential of 
all young people and children, al-
Sulaiti outlined.

He pointed out that Asia is 
plagued with varying social and 
economic challenges, hence, QFFD 
role is accentuated as a pivotal ac-
tor in achieving development 
through empowering young people 
utilising a fl exible qualitative edu-
cation, building skills, strengthen-
ing educational environment, and 
helping out-of-school children, 
displaced communities, marginal-
ised and vulnerable groups fl ourish 
their hope.

Two Qataris win aerial 
photography award

Two Qatari photographers 
are among the winners of 
the DJI Kuwait Company 

Aerial Photography Competition, 
in its third edition. While Ali Sai-
faldeen won the fi rst place in the 
city landmarks category, Azzam 
al-Mannai won the Excellence 
Award in the nature and the wild-

life category. This edition was 
under the  patronage of Kuwait’s 
Minister of Information Abdul-
rahman al-Mutairi. This year, 
the competition included entries 
from all the GCC countries and 
more than 1,000 photos were 
received in three categories, the 
Kuwait News Agency reported.

Ali Saifaldeen Azzam al-Mannai
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As part of their endeavour to drive positive impact in the fields of architecture, art, craft, agriculture, and education, Caravane Earth Foundation, Heenat Salma Farm and INTBAU Qatar (the International Network 
for Traditional Building, Architecture and Urbanism) launched a series of events starting with a sequence of documentary screenings followed by interactive sessions with experts in the related fields. The debut 
event on Friday at Heenat Salma Farm was on the topic of ‘Architecture and Identity’. Screened on the occasion was a documentary dedicated to the renowned master architect Abdel-Waheed El-Wakil, exploring 
his influential work and philosophy on architecture over the decades. Subsequently, a lively conversation with the master architect was moderated by Fahad al-Attiyah. The dialogue centred on the critical role of 
traditional architecture in preserving cultural identity amidst modern changes. “There has been constant and inevitable change and development of forms, but there has always been continuity, and the warrant of 
continuity has been adherence to tradition and its disciplines,” pointed out El-Wakil. The event was attended by architecture enthusiasts and audience from various professional backgrounds.

‘Architecture and Identity’ session held

Patrol Super Safari ‘Al Ostoura’ edition unveiled

Nissan has launched a GCC 
special edition 2024 Pa-
trol Super Safari, titled 

‘Al Ostoura’ to commemorate 
the iconic SUV, a statement said 
yesterday. ‘Al Ostoura’, liter-
ally translates to ‘The Legend’ in 
Arabic. The Patrol Super Safari, 
aff ectionately referred to as the 
“VTC”, is based on the fi fth-gen-
eration Nissan Patrol, originally 
produced from 1997-2010. 

Its formidable all-terrain capa-
bilities and class-leading power 
made it a popular SUV for off -
road enthusiasts and thrill-seek-
ers in the Gulf region. The en-
during customer demand for this 
model in the GCC led to its revival 
in 2016 as the Patrol Super Safari 
– and it has been in production 
ever since. 

The 2024 Al Ostoura edition 
marks the culmination of the leg-
acy of the fi fth-generation Patrol 
and features various exterior and 
interior design enhancements 
inspired by the region’s desert 
landscape. 

Marking its distinction are 
special badges on the SUV’s rear 
pillar and engine, featuring ‘Al 
Ostoura since 1951’ engraved in 
Arabic calligraphy, alongside the 
SUV’s iconic silhouette. 

The distinctive Arabian desert 
dunes also inspire a recurring 
design motif in the Al Ostoura 
edition – displayed on the spare 
tyre cover and fender garnish, 
as well as interior elements such 
as the centre console badge and 
fl oor mats. The rich colour pal-
ette, featuring two exterior col-
our schemes, is complemented by 

17-inch alloy wheels, distinctive 
body stickers and contrasting ex-
terior inserts on the roof, bump-
ers and wheel arches.

Thierry Sabbagh, president, 
Nissan Saudi Arabia, Infi niti 
Middle East and managing di-
rector, Nissan Middle East, said: 
“The Patrol is a legendary name-
plate for Nissan in the Middle 
East, and the journey of the Pa-
trol Super Safari over decades is a 
testament to the deep emotional 
bond we have built with our loyal 
customers. 

“By combining exceptional 
performance and nostalgic mem-
ories for GCC nationals and ex-
patriates alike, it has successfully 
integrated itself into the cultural 
fabric of our region. The ‘Al Os-
toura’ special edition encapsu-
lates the spirit of the Patrol Super 
Safari and is our way to express 
our gratitude to the people of the 
region who have made it more 
than just a vehicle, but a cher-
ished part of our shared heritage.”

Nassim Mourani, general man-
ager of the Automotive Group at 
Saleh Al Hamad Al Mana Com-
pany, said: “Bearing the name ‘Al 
Ostoura,’ this edition honours the 
enduring heritage and profound 
connection the Patrol Super Sa-
fari shares with our local com-
munities. Inspired by our desert 
landscapes, this edition boasts 
bespoke exterior and interior 
enhancements, paying homage 
to its timeless legacy. As a rug-
ged and reliable off -road vehicle, 
the 2024 Patrol Super Safari Al 
Ostoura promises exceptional 
performance and an exhilarating 

driving experience.”
A rugged and reliable off -road 

vehicle, the 2024 Patrol Super 
Safari Al Ostoura is powered by 
a 4.8-litre in-line six-cylinder 
engine, delivering 280hp and 451 
Nm of torque. Featuring Valve 
Timing Control (VTC) and Nis-
san Induction Control System 
(NICS), it off ers exceptional off -
road performance and impres-
sive top speed on the highway. 
The power is seamlessly directed 
through a 5-speed automatic or 
manual transmission.

Beyond its powerful perform-
ance, ‘Al Ostoura’ is equipped 
with an electronically controlled 
power steering for eff ortless con-
trol at low speeds and fi rm han-
dling at high speeds. This is com-
plemented by cruise control, a 
tyre pressure monitoring system, 
ABS, dual-front SRS airbags, and 
Vehicle Dynamic Control (VDC) 
to ensure a safer and more con-
nected driving experience, both 
on and off  the road.

The 2024 Nissan Patrol Super 
Safari Al Ostoura is available at 
Saleh Al Hamad Al Mana Co, the 
exclusive dealer of Nissan in Qa-
tar, at its showrooms on Salwa 
Road, The Pearl, Al Sadd, Bin 
Omran, Barwa and Al Khor. This 
exclusive model joins the wider 
model line-up, which includes 
the Patrol and the  motor sport 
inspired Patrol NISMO. More 
information is available from  
8000505.

QM opens major exhibition in Venice

Qatar Museums (QM) has 
opened a major exhibi-
tion to coincide with 

the 60th International Art Ex-
hibition at the Venice Biennale, 
bringing the visions of dozens 
of fi lmmakers and video artists 
from the Middle East, Africa and 
Southeast Asia to the art world’s 
most prestigious stage. 

The exhibition, titled Your 
Ghosts Are Mine, Expanded Cin-
emas, Amplifi ed Voices, on view 
at ACP–Palazzo Franchetti until 
November 24, presents a journey 
in moving images through con-
temporary experiences of com-
munity life and memory, tran-
snational crossings and exile.

Your Ghosts Are Mine, Ex-
panded Cinemas, Amplifi ed 
Voices is produced by Qatar Mu-
seums and co-organised by Doha 
Film Institute (DFI), Mathaf: 
Arab Museum of Modern Art 
and the future Art Mill Museum 
in collaboration with ACP Art 
Capital Partners and with sup-
port from Media City Qatar. 

The exhibition is curated by 
Matthieu Orléan with the col-
laboration of Majid al-Remaihi 
and Virgile Alexandre, with ex-
hibition design by architects and 
spatial designers Cookies (Feder-
ico Martelli and Clément Périssé). 
The advisory committee includes 
Fatma Hassan Alremaihi, Zeina 
Arida and Catherine Grenier. 
Project management is by Minas 
Stratigos and Khalifa al-Thani is 
the exhibition manager. 

The exhibition off ers an all-
encompassing journey through 
10 galleries, each dedicated to 
themes such as deserts (cradles 
of civilisation and places of re-
birth), ruins (relics of culture), 
women’s voices, borders (de-
marcations between allowed 
and forbidden places) and exile, 
as experienced through selected 
fi lms supported, co-fi nanced or 
initiated by DFI and video works 
from the collections of Mathaf: 
Arab Museum of Modern Art 
and the future Art Mill Museum. 
The fi lms and video works span 
genres including fi ction, docu-
mentary, animation and memoir, 
often blending invented narra-
tive with fact, modernity with 
tradition and spirituality with 
postcolonial sensibilities. 

Included are excerpts from 
works by more than 40 artists 
including Faouzi Bensaidi (Mo-
rocco), Jessica Beshir (Ethiopia), 
Ali Cherri (Lebanon), Tala Hadid 
(Morroco), Joana Hadjithomas 

(Lebanon), Khalil Joreige (Leba-
non), Soudade Kaadan (Syria), 
Lemohang Jeremiah Mosese (Le-
sotho), Asmae El Moudir (Moroc-
co), Amal al-Muftah (Qatar), Shi-
rin Neshat (Iran), Larissa Sansour 
(Palestine), Abderrhamane Sis-
sako (Mauritania), Elia Suleiman 
(Palestine), Ramata-Toulaye Sy 
(Senegal), Tariq Teguia (Algeria), 
Shaima al-Tamini (Yemen) and 
makers from more than a dozen 
other countries, as well as video 
works by artists Wael Shawky, 
Lida Abdul, Hassan Khan and 
Sophia al-Maria. 

HE Sheikha Al Mayassa bint 
Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, 
Chairperson of QM and DFI, 
said: “Opening at the same 
time as the Venice Art Biennale 
and continuing throughout the 
presentation of the Venice Film 
Festival, Your Ghosts Are Mine 
will open the eyes of multitudes 
of international viewers to the 
ideas, the feelings, and above 
all the artistic visions of today’s 
fi lmmakers from the Arab world 
and neighbouring regions. By 
presenting this exhibition, Qa-
tar Museums advances its key 
mission of encouraging under-
standing across borders through 
cultural exchange, while Doha 
Film Institute fulfi ls its mandate 
to nurture and promote the ris-
ing talents of our region.” 

Fatma Hassan Alremaihi, CEO, 
DFI, said: “For nearly 15 years, 
the Institute has worked to cor-
rect the misrepresentation of 
Arab culture, stories and aesthet-
ics by nurturing important new 
voices in cinema. We are proud 
to have supported over 800 di-
verse projects from 74 countries, 
underlining Qatar’s commitment 
to empower a new generation of 
storytellers and bring balance to 
the global fi lm landscape.”

The exhibition is one of several 
QM initiatives coinciding with 
the Venice Biennale. Mathaf is 
lending several works by major 
Arab modern artists to be exhib-
ited in Foreigners Everywhere, 
the main exhibition of the 60th 
International Art Exhibition cu-
rated by Adriano Pedrosa. QM is 
also a supporter of the Nigeria 
Pavilion at the Biennale and the 
founding sponsor of the Art for 
Tomorrow conference, which 
takes place in Venice from June 
5-7. Your Ghosts Are Mine, Ex-
panded Cinemas, Amplifi ed 
Voices remains on view during 
the Venice International Film 
Festival, opening August 28.

Visit Qatar will host one of 
Italy’s best and most famous 
tenors, Andrea Bocelli in 
Qatar as part of his 30th 
anniversary in the music 
industry. The concert is set to 
take place on May 13, 2024, 
at the Lusail Multipurpose 
Arena, a statement said 
yesterday. Bocelli, who has 
sold over 90mn records 
worldwide, has broken 
several records in the music 
industry, including having a 
Hollywood Walk of Fame star 
(2010), six Grammy Award 
nominations, and six Latin 
Grammy Award nominations. 
He has performed for four 
presidents of the US, three 
Popes, the British Royal Family, 
and several prime ministers, 
in addition to at ceremonies 
of the Olympics, the Universal 
Expo in Shanghai (2010), the 
Universal Expo in Milan (2015), 
and Expo Dubai (2021).

Music icon Andrea Bocelli in Qatar concert

HBKU’s 
TII opens 
registration 
for language 
courses

The Translation and Inter-
preting Institute (TII)’s 
Language Center at Hamad 

Bin Khalifa University (HBKU)’s 
College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences (CHSS), is inviting as-
piring language learners to regis-
ter for its Summer 2024 language 
courses.

Interested students can en-
rol in their choice of 12 language 
courses which cover Arabic, Chi-
nese (Mandarin), English, French, 
German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, 
Portuguese, Russian, Spanish and 
Turkish. Participants can choose 
between a classroom or virtual for-
mat for their course, where they 
can develop their speaking, listen-
ing, reading, and writing abilities in 
their chosen language according to 
their level of profi ciency and needs, 
a statement said yesterday. Partici-
pants must complete the registra-
tion process by May 8, 2024.

Dr Ameena Hussain, director, 
Language Center at HBKU’s CHSS, 
said, learners looking to make the 
most of their early summers in Doha 
can engage with a new language or 
sharpening their skills in others. 
“Residents of all ages are encour-
aged to explore and connect with 
new cultures.” In-person classes will 
be held in Education City. Students 
with prior knowledge of a language 
are encouraged to take a placement 
test to determine the type of course 
that suits their needs. For more in-
formation and to enrol, please visit 
https://www.tii.qa/LC

Lawyers laud online services of courts
The various online services of 

the courts sector under the Su-
preme Judiciary Council (SJC) 
have been highly appreciated 
by Qatari lawyers, who told lo-
cal Arabic daily Arrayah that the 
facility expedites the litigation 
process.

The online services concerned 
have considerably enhanced the 
confidence of the parties besides 
achieving high level of transpar-
ency. Further, the process of fil-
ing a case, notification and ob-
taining copies of the rulings and 
other documents has became 
easily accessible through the SJC 
e-portal, compared to the past. 

Lawyer Sheikh Ahmed bin 
Mohamed al-Thani stressed that 
the new systems even though 
working well, involve various 
procedural challenges and there 
is a need to maintain more di-
rect links with different entities 
concerned, especially regarding 
labour dispute cases.

Lawyer Abdulrahman al-
Mahmoud said that due to the 
major development of the judi-
cial and courts systems, lawyers 
can now reduce the number of 
their administrative staff, as 
most tasks can be managed eas-
ily online. 

Lawyer Ibrahim Bu Matar al-

Mohannadi said the online serv-
ices of the courts serve both the 
general public and lawyers in 
addition to easing the litigation 
processes, where the case can be 
filed, documents uploaded and 
downloaded and fees paid in ad-
dition to constantly following up 
the status of the case.

Dr Khalid Abdulla al-Mo-
hannadi, a researcher in fight-
ing corruption and sustainable 
development, said that notify-
ing the parties of the litigation 
electronically through e-mails 
and SMS has helped greatly in 
the process and achieved justice 
more quickly.
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‘Amir’s tours are opportunities to 
evaluate, enhance bilateral ties’
QNA
Doha

HE the Minister of Justice and 
Minister of State for Cabi-
net Aff airs Ibrahim bin Ali 

bin Issa al-Hassan al-Mohannadi 
emphasised the signifi cance of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani’s visits and 
meetings with leaders of fraternal 
and friendly countries, consider-
ing them renewed opportunities to 
evaluate the level of strategic rela-
tions and enhance them with more 
qualitative bilateral partnerships in 
various fi elds, which in turn, con-
tributes to increasing co-operation 
and integration in pursuit of com-
mon interests.

In an interview with Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), HE  al-Mohannadi 
said that the visit of His Highness 
the Amir will positively impact the 
bilateral relations between Qatar 
and these Asian countries. It will 
open broad and promising pros-
pects for co-operation and part-
nership in various fi elds, strength-
en opportunities for co-operation 
and enable the exchange of suc-
cessful experiences in diff erence 
areas, as well as views on matters 
of mutual interest.

He praised the agreements 

signed during the visits of His 
Highness the Amir which result 
in positive outcomes in terms of 
bilateral co-operation and ele-
vating these relations to the level 
of strategic partnership in vari-
ous fields. 

He further added that based on 
Qatar’s fi rm belief in the impor-
tance of upholding the rule of law 
to achieve international justice in 
order to contribute to enhancing 
international security and peace, 
the Ministry of Justice pays spe-
cial attention to legal co-operation 
agreements with various coun-
tries, benefi ting from the active 
diplomacy of the state on both 
regional and international levels, 
as well as its participation in inter-
national treaties and agreements 
related to global security, peace, 
and stability.

He pointed out that the vision of 
the Ministry of Justice in preparing 
and reviewing co-operation agree-
ments in the legal fi eld with other 
countries is based on the wise ap-
proach laid down by His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-
mad al-Thani, which aims to ex-
tend the bridges of co-operation 
and build stronger ties and rela-
tionships with various countries.

He explained that the visits of 
the Amir represent an opportunity 

to conclude more agreements and 
MoU in all legal, economic, cultur-
al, and athletic fi elds, in addition 
to exchanging experiences, solidi-
fying relations, transitioning from 
the current stage of co-operation 
to broader horizons, and open-
ing new avenues for co-operation 
in promising sectors, especially in 
economic and commercial fi elds, 
ambitious investment partner-
ships, enhancing legal coopera-
tion, and exchanging experiences 
in the judicial services sector.

HE al-Mohannadi pointed out 
the diversity of areas of co-oper-
ation outlined in these agreements 
based on the proposed partnership 
themes and the existing levels of 

co-operation. He mentioned that 
there are previous agreements be-
ing updated and developed, along-
side new agreements covering 
various areas of co-operation that 
are of interest to Qatar and these 
countries. 

These agreements include as-
pects of co-operation in the legal 
fi eld, particularly exchanging ex-
periences in various legal areas, 
such as sharing successful practic-
es and experiences in legal training 
and elevating the level of services 
provided by legal institutions in 
both countries.

He emphasised the development 
of bilateral relations in the legal 
fi eld with these countries, in ad-

dition to the enhancement of legal 
co-operation and consolidating 
areas of co-operation at all levels 
with other countries. He stated 
that this will undoubtedly open 
the door to further constructive 
cooperation and exchange of ben-
efi cial experiences for all parties 
involved.

HE the Minister of Justice and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Af-
fairs mentioned that Qatar takes 
pride in its advanced legislative 
and legal system, which has been 
achieved by the guidance of the 
Amir, who made achieving eff ec-
tive justice a priority in govern-
ment work. 

Following the directives of the 
Amir, the legal sector in Qatar has 
been able to develop and update its 
legal and judicial framework, mak-
ing Qatar’s experience exemplary 
in this fi eld.

He added that the agreements 
and MoU concluded during the 
visits of the Amir contribute to 
enhancing co-operation and ex-
changing successful experiences, 
maximising common interests 
and benefi ts, and fostering co-
operation during times of crises, 
as well as times of prosperity and 
peace, while working to establish 
the foundations of justice.

He pointed out that through 

these agreements, Qatar, guided 
by its moral and humanitarian role, 
provides support and assistance 
within the framework of its re-
gional and international partner-
ships. This includes economic as-
sistance to those aff ected by wars, 
confl icts, and disasters, in accord-
ance with the principles of inter-
national humanitarian law. 

Given the serious challenges 
facing the world today, particularly 
arising from new international 
confl icts, everyone needs more co-
ordination and legal co-operation 
to uphold and enforce the rule of 
law in service of justice, peace, 
and international security, HE the 
minister added.

He emphasised that Qatar, un-
der the wise leadership of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani, has succeed-
ed through its steadfast positions 
and successful mediation eff orts in 
various regional and international 
confl icts, as well as its contribu-
tions to achieving international 
security, preserving freedoms, 
combating terrorism, and pro-
tecting human rights, in earning a 
prestigious global status and repu-
tation, making it the trusted and 
reliable fi rst destination to resolv-
ing various regional and interna-
tional confl icts.

HE Ibrahim bin Ali bin Issa al-Hassan al-Mohannadi speaking to QNA.

Daam partners 
with QSC to fund 
school robotics 
contest
The Social and Sport 
Contribution Fund (Daam) has 
off icially partnered with Qatar 
Scientific Club (QSC), an aff iliate 
of the Ministry of Sports and 
Youth, to fund its 16th School 
Robotics Competition. The 
tournament, a fast-growing 
event organised annually, aims 
to cultivate and nurture local 
talent in the field of robotics 
and is held in co-operation with 
the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education.
This agreement highlights the 
commitment of Daam, and the 
joint-stock companies listed on 
the Qatar Stock Exchange, to 
support events and activities 
that align with its development 
and sustainability objectives 
in line with the Qatar National 
Vision 2030.
Set to take place at the Lusail 
Multi-Purpose Sports Hall 
from 21-23 April, 2024, the 
School Robotics Competition 
anticipates the participation of 
over 2,000 students across 650 
dynamic teams. 
This surge, a notable 35% 
increase from previous 
editions, vividly highlights the 
growing interest in robotics 
and software technology. It 
also demonstrates the growing 
abilities of students to discern 
and analyse challenges facing 
companies and organisations 
and to find futuristic and 
innovative solutions to address 
them.
The competition aims to foster 
creativity among students and 
establish a competitive platform 
for them to showcase and 
improve their skills. — QNA

Qatari-Asian ties earn rising signifi cance by virtue of shared interests: analysts

QNA
Doha

The evolving relations be-
tween Qatar and various 
countries of Asia considera-

bly earn an increasing signifi cance 
in view of points of commonality 
and shared interests, along with 
the international changes that 
necessitate forging co-operation 
and partnership for the service of 
interests of a variety of countries, 
according to analysts.

Speaking to Qatar News Agency 
(QNA), those analysts pointed out 
that the Asian countries conceive 
Qatar as a reliable strategic partner 
to strengthen its plans and strate-
gies in the economic development, 
thanks to Qatar’s pivotal role in se-
curing energy sources, in addition 
to the fact that Doha is actively and 
eff ectively present on the interna-
tional arena and exerting eff orts 
under its wise leadership to pro-
mote peace, stability and develop-
ment in multiple territories of the 
world.

Qatar is increasingly interested 
in its Asian depth and strategy 
to build international relation-
ships based on an overarching and 
balanced view that absorbs the 

changes and responds to the re-
quirements of the new phase of 
development in accordance with 
the Qatar National Vision 2030 
that underscores the signifi cance 
of promoting Qatar’s regional 
role economically, politically, and 
culturally. Also, to advance the 
cultural exchange and support 
dialogue among civilizations and 
contribute to achieving interna-
tional security and peace, the ana-
lysts highlighted.

International relations expert 
and consultant Dr Ahmed Ghaith 
al-Kuwari emphasised that the 
remarkable momentum in the 
Qatari-Asian ties refl ects the stra-
tegic vision of the country’s wise 
leadership in broadening the cycle 
of Qatar’s foreign relations based 
on an overarching and balanced 
view that achieves its development 
goals, serves the development 
pathways in Asia, and helps pro-
mote peace and stability world-
wide.

The signifi cance of this relation-
ship stems from Qatar’s strategic 
orientations in serving national in-
terests of the two sides. Qatar eyes 
economic diversifi cation and taps 
into promising trade and invest-
ment markets within the frame-
work of its plan to reduce depend-

ence on oil and gas, Dr al-Kuwari 
told QNA, adding that Qatar sig-
nifi cantly sees that Asia abounds 
with promising opportunities to 
achieve those objectives.

He highlighted that Asian coun-
tries aspire to safe energy sources, 
with numerous countries in the 
continent striving to draw further 
Qatari investment to strengthen 
their economies, off er more job 
opportunities for their citizens 
and establish economic struc-
tures that are invariably capable 
of countering the global economic 
challenges.

Qatar has succeeded in invest-
ing in those relations and the en-
tangled interests, along with the 
elements of strength both in Qatar 
and the Asian countries based on a 
myriad of strategic pillars that en-
sure the interests of Qatar and the 
other party within a comprehen-
sive vision that supports develop-
ment, stability and peace in the 
entire globe, Dr al-Kuwari under-
lined.

Dr al-Kuwari noted the trips 
made by His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-
Thani to several Asian countries 
during the few past years which 
culminated in agreements and 
memorandums of understanding 

that included a variety of critical 
sectors. He affi  rmed that this new 
trip to Philippines, Bangladesh and 
Nepal comes to enhance this eff ec-
tive Qatari presence and lay anoth-
er foundation for this growing ties.

In conclusion, Dr al-Kuwari 
affi  rmed that Qatar earns a glo-
bal reputation and acceptance 
in various countries of the world 
since Qatar has made major con-
tributions to global development, 
peace, and stability, along with 
its humanitarian initiatives and 
positions that support countries 
in times of crises, stressing that 
all these factors undergird Qatar’s 
international relations and stand-
ing.

For his part, Professor in Se-
curity and International Rela-
tions at Qatar University Dr Bakil 
al-Zindani affi  rmed that Asian 
countries with active and rapidly 
growing economies give foremost 
priorities to relations with Qatar as 
a pivotal country in securing ener-
gy sources, in addition to the eco-
nomic and political signifi cance 
set by the Asian countries in forg-
ing relationships with Doha.

Speaking to QNA, Dr al-Zindani 
added that during the past few 
years, Qatar has largely focused on 
strengthening ties with Asia, indi-

cating that these ties have varied 
and included multiple fi elds such 
as energy, investment and indus-
try which signifi cantly buttressed 
the capability of Doha in fostering 
strategic, economic, cultural, and 
political alliances with this criti-
cal system since Qatar is part and 
parcel of it.

Qatar has focused on its rela-
tions with countries that have 
robust and emerging economies. 
This diversity and shared visits 
during the recent years deepened 
the thought of decision makers on 
the fact that drawing on bilateral 
and diversifi ed relations is fore-
most importance for Qatar’s for-
eign policy, Dr al-Zindani pointed 
out.

He deemed that diversity in 
Doha’s foreign relations promotes 
the international standing of Qatar 
and grants it a space for comfort-
able movement at the economic 
and political levels, pointing out 
that the Asian system has an eco-
nomic weight at the global level, 
alongside a superb standing in the 
global economy. 

He highlighted that according 
to this reality Qatar employs its 
soft power more diligently to build 
partnerships for the service of the 
two sides’ interests.

Dr al-Zindani pointed out that 
Qatar is committed to forging bal-
anced relationships with a variety 
of geographical territories, in ad-
dition to friendships, partnerships 
and alliances with all regional and 
global powers, affi  rming that this 
orientation underscores Qatar’s 
keenness and grit to forge produc-
tive and balanced relations and 
constructive alliances in a tumul-
tuous and changing world plagued 
by competitiveness and polariza-
tion.

In conclusion, Dr al-Zindani 
talked about the points of com-
monality that exist among Asian 
countries in terms of history, cul-
ture, geography, and civilization, 
emphasizing that these points 
give other dimensions to the Qa-
tari-Asian relations, culminating 
in promoting cross-cultural and 
inter-civilizational dialogue which 
is a crucial area for the Qatari di-
plomacy.

For his part, Director-General 
of Qatar Press Center, Sadiq Mo-
hamed al-Ammari stated that Asia 
indubitably represents an impor-
tant depth for Qatar, because Qatar 
is part of this continent. Therefore, 
strengthening the relations be-
tween the two sides almost entirely 
serves their shared interests.
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Qatar-Asia relations set to witness a promising future

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani’s 
three-nation Asia tour is part 

of Qatar’s unwavering approach to 
beef up strategic relations and part-
nerships with Asia.

His Highness’ talks with the leaders 
of the Philippines, Nepal and Bang-
ladesh will focus on ways to boost 
relations across various fi elds, and 
regional and international issues of 
common concern.

The well-established Qatar-Asia re-
lations have seen steady development 
thanks to both sides’ mutual keenness 
to develop and enhance them across 
various areas.

Recently, these relations have expe-
rienced a drastic growth with both sides 
exchanging high-profi le visits, ramping 
up the implementation of joint eco-
nomic and investment projects and co-
ordinating positions on many regional 
and international issues.

Aware of Asia’s vital role in consoli-
dating the regional and global econo-
mies and achieving global food secu-
rity, Qatar has dived into Asia with the 
aim of fostering global and regional 
economic security. In turn, Asia’s fast-
growing economies attach overriding 
attention to further deepening rela-
tions with Qatar.

These mutually benefi cial Qatar-
Asia relations serve the two par-
ties’ national interests. Bearing in 
mind economic diversifi cation as a 
top priority of the Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030, Doha considers the ample 
economic opportunities for diverse 
investments in Asia across several 
sectors: agriculture, infrastructure, 
transportation, fi nancial institutions 
and energy sectors.

Meanwhile, multiple Asian coun-
tries appeal to potential multi-sector 
Qatari investments in a bid to push 
their economies, provide further job 
opportunities, and to rocket their for-
eign exports.

Furthermore, Doha hosts thousands 
of migrant workers from many Asian 
countries. Recognising their contri-
butions to the Qatari economy and 
the development of their home na-
tions, Qatar has adopted leading la-
bour rights reforms that can serve as 

a role model for other countries in the 
region.

Among these reforms comes the 
non-discriminatory minimum wage, 
a legislation highly commended by 
the International Labour Organisation 
and other international agencies con-
cerned with workers.

With a keen eye for a robust co-
operation with Asia, Qatar signed in 
August 2022 the instrument of ac-
cession to the Treaty of Amity and 
Co-operation in Southeast Asia (TAC) 
of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (Asean).

The accession, on the sidelines of 
the 55th Asean Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 
was driven by the common will and 
desire to create a safe and stable region 
for sustainable economic development 
and shared prosperity and embracing 
unity in diversity.

Qatar’s relations with the 10-state 
political and economic union in South 
Asia consolidate co-operation across 
multiple fi elds, support all eff orts to 
enhance regional and international se-
curity and peace, and develop relations 
and co-operation with Asia in general, 
and Asean countries in particular.

One of His Highness the Amir’s 
stops in this Asia tour will be Philip-
pines. The Doha-Manila relations were 
initiated in 1981, and in May 1992, the 
Philippine embassy was inaugurated in 
Doha.

Over the course of more than 43 
years, both nations have shown con-
vergent views on many international 
issues, and the bilateral relations are 
gradually progressing to the highest 
levels of co-operation in a way that 
benefi ts the friendly people of the two 
nations.

The two sides inked many bilat-
eral agreements that are ever evolving 
through a joint committee meeting 
that was recently approved to be held 
annually to elevate bilateral relations 
to broader horizons.

One of the unswerving outcomes 
of Doha’s policy to promote relations 
with the Philippine government and 
strengthen ties between the people 
of the two friendly countries was the 
inauguration of the Qatar Visa Center 

(QVC) in Manila on Sept 25, 2019.
Part of the Qatar Visa Center Pro-

gramme supervised by the Qatari gov-
ernment, the facility plays a key role 
in streamlining transparent visa and 
employment applications of overseas 
Filipino workers seeking employment 
in Qatar, according to a systematic 
manner consistent with the best inter-
national standards.

Qatar now hosts tens of thousands 
of Filipino workers across various sec-
tors, and there are over 200 Filipino 
companies operating in the Qatari 
market.

The private sectors in the two coun-
tries are co-operating to increase the 
trade exchange between both sides.

Besides, the two nations leveraged 
their available resources and exper-
tise to further step up collaboration to 
boost bilateral trade and investment, 
and to address the negative impacts of 
the current global political and eco-
nomic challenges.

One of these resources is the Qatar-
Philippines Joint Committee, which 
serves as a political platform to talk 
a wide range of topics and issues of 
common interest, enhance political 
and economic co-operation, and con-
tribute to fi nding regional and interna-
tional solutions to issues of migration 
and climate change and others.

Doha and Manila have shown huge 
growth in their co-operation in areas 
of culture and tourism as well.

Thanks to its picturesque nature, 

diversifi ed and hospitable people, the 
Philippines is an important tourist 
destination for many Qatari tourists.

Qatar Airways was the only airline 
that never stopped fl ying amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic closure to take 
stranded passengers home on sched-
uled and charter fl ights off ering all 
needed vaccines and safety measures.

His Highness the Amir will also stop 
in Nepal. The Qatar-Nepal relations 
— inaugurated on Jan 21, 1977 — have 
seen a steady development in recent 
years, with both countries working to 
strengthen and develop these relations 
in the areas of trade and investment 
exchange.

To further bolster their historical 
and deep relations, both sides ramped 
up their mutual offi  cial visits and 
sealed bilateral agreements and mem-
oranda of understanding. Qatari busi-
nessmen have been frequently invited 
to explore the promising investment 
opportunities in Nepal.

A key Asian labour exporter to Qa-
tar, Kathmandu hosted in May 2019 
a Qatari Visa Center to facilitate 
measures to bring Nepalese work-
ers to Doha. In December 2018, the 
Doha Bank opened a representative 
branch in Kathmandu, a move that 
streamlined transaction services for 
Nepalese labourers based in Qatar and 
contributed to increasing investment 
fl ows between the two countries.

Like the Philippines, Nepal off ers 
a competitive tourist destination for 
Qatari nationals. Containing most 
of the Himalayas, the world’s high-
est mountain range, Nepal allures 
those obsessed with mountain climb-
ing, trekking, paragliding, rafting and 
mountain fl ight-seeing tours.

Another important stop in His 
Highness the Amir’s tour will be Bang-
ladesh. Diplomatic relations between 
both countries began in the 1970s, and 
a Qatari embassy was opened in Dhaka 
on Jan 15, 1980.

Driven by history, culture, religion 
and common values, the Doha-Dhaka 
relations have progressed over the 
years.

To support education in the south 
Asian country, the Qatar Charity 
opened about 10 new schools in 2023, 

along with boarding facilities for orphaned and under-
privileged students. The facilities are expected to ben-
efi t 2,000 male and female students.

Constructed across several areas in the country, 
each school includes classrooms and accommoda-
tion for students and teachers. Over the past fi ve years, 
Qatar Charity has also built approximately 55 schools 
equipped with boarding sections for students, ben-
efi ting over 12,000 students. It also sponsors 4,000 
orphans in Bangladesh, providing them with all educa-
tional expenses to ensure a good future for the students.

Backing Bangladesh’s unwavering eff orts to fi nd sus-
tainable solutions to the Rohingya refugee crisis, Qatar 
participated in many high-level meetings on Rohingya 
refugees and affi  rmed in international forums that the 
repercussions of the crisis would go beyond the Asean 
countries. To this end, Doha collaborated with many 
Asean countries and supported many development and 
relief projects being implemented in the Rohingya refu-
gee camp in Bangladesh. It is also working with Bang-
ladesh and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
to facilitate Rohingya refugees’ access to basic services 
and to support local authorities and communities host-
ing Rohingya refugees. (QNA)

His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani’s talks 
with the leaders of 
the Philippines, Nepal 
and Bangladesh will 
focus on ways to boost 
relations across various 
fields, and regional and 
international issues of 
common concern

Qatar’s development, 
humanitarian initiatives 
expand across Asia
Moving from its humani-

tarian and moral role, and 
in commitment to its re-

sponsibility as an active partner in 
the international community, Qa-
tar is always keen to play a leader-
ship role in providing humanitar-
ian and development assistance to 
those in need across the world.

Qatar has become one of the 
most prominent global leaders in 
these fi elds, and has enjoyed ef-
fective strategic, development and 
humanitarian partnerships, es-
pecially in war and confl ict zones, 
in addition to its initiatives sup-
porting eff orts aimed at reducing 
humanitarian needs worldwide, 
including Asian countries and so-
cieties. This is thanks to the sound 
directives of the wise leadership, 
and in line with the country’s Na-
tional Vision 2030.

The development and humani-
tarian aid and initiatives provided 
by Qatar cover various fi elds, espe-
cially education, health, and eco-
nomic empowerment, in targeted 
countries and communities around 
the world including the Asian con-
tinent and countries included in 
the tour of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani.

In this regard, the contributions 
of the Qatar Fund for Development 
(QFFD) and its positive impact are 
highlighted, as it was able to make 
change in fragile and marginalised 
communities around the world, by 
supporting basic resources, devel-
opment programmes and projects. 
This has had a signifi cant and di-
rect impact on people’s lives in 
dozens of countries around the 
world, including the countries of 
the Asian continent.

The QFFD’s contributions to 
Bangladesh, Nepal and the Philip-
pines, which are the countries in-
cluded in the tour of His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani, amounted to 26mn and 
852 thousand and 948 USD, during 
the period from 2019 until Febru-
ary 2024.

NOTABLE CONTRIBUTION 
IN EDUCATION SECTOR

In Bangladesh, the QFFD made 
notable contributions, including 
in the education sector, where the 
fourth programme for developing 

primary education there was sup-
ported for the benefi t of 650,000 
children who are not enrolled in 
school, during the period between 
2021-2023.

In the health sector, the fi rst 
phase of the “Qatar Creating Vi-
sion” initiative was launched in 
2016 in partnership with the Orbis 
Charitable Trust in Bangladesh, 
which continued until 2019, as the 
programme aims to prevent child-
hood blindness and refractive error 
and provide high-quality eye care 
for children.

Through the Orbis programme, 
this project was launched and im-
plemented in southeastern Bang-
ladesh to improve eye care for 
Rohingya refugees in the region 
and for residents in Cox’s Bazar. 
Also, among the QFFD’s projects 
in Bangladesh is a Inclusive and 
Integrated sanitation & Hygiene 
Project in 10 priority towns in 
Bangladesh through the “Live and 
Livelihood Fund” initiative, which 
was launched by the Islamic De-
velopment Bank and development 
co-operation partners in 2016. 
The project was supported by the 
QFFD in 2018.

The project aims to ensure good 
lives and livelihoods for 1.4mn 
citizens in 10 cities, by providing a 
good and healthy life and signifi -
cantly reducing the incidence of 
water-borne diseases and protect-
ing the environment, by providing 
sustainable sanitation and hygiene 
facilities and services, as well as  
to provide protection for soil and 
groundwater from microbiological 
contamination, through the con-
struction of a standard contain-
ment designed on site targeting 
77,000 families. 

The project, which began imple-
mentation in 2022, will also provide 
job opportunities and create busi-
nesses for more than 1,000 people.

The QFFD and the Global Alli-
ance for Vaccines and Immunisa-
tion (GAVI) also signed a fi ve-year 
agreement for the period 2021-
2025 by providing a contribution 
of USD10mn to support the al-
liance’s eff orts for equitable and 
sustainable access of vaccines to 
low-income countries, ensur-
ing the provision of vaccines and 
means of delivery to eligible coun-

tries and ensuring that unvac-
cinated children receive the fi rst 
dose of the vaccine and immuni-
sation services.

Accordingly, and within the 
agreement, the Education Above 
All (EAA) foundation signed 
a framework agreement with 
the GAVI in December 2023, an 
amount of USD2,500,000 has been 
allocated to support the immuni-
sation of out-of-school children in 
Bangladesh.

Regarding the contributions of 
the QFFD in Nepal, the Fund is im-
plementing educational projects 
to support 159,211 out-of-school 
children through the initiative to 
register the children and break the 
cycle of poverty. This is there in 
several countries, including Nepal. 
The project is being implemented 
during the period 2021-2027 with a 
contribution from the Fund.

SUPPORT DURING
 HURRICANE

In Philippines, the QFFD, within 
the framework of the permanent 
support provided by Qatar to Phil-
ippines, responded to the Hurri-
cane Barbing disaster that struck 
Philippines in 2023, causing cata-
strophic fl oods to entire towns and 
villages in the southern region of 
the country, aff ecting more than 
5.9mn people.

In this regard, the QFFD sup-
ported a relief project in co-oper-
ation with the Qatar Red Crescent 
Society (QRCS) and the Philippine 
Red Cross, to help thousands of 
people aff ected by the fl oods, and 
to aid them, by providing shelter, 
drinking water and food, as well 
as providing fi nancial assistance 
to farmers and livestock owners 
whose farms were damaged.

In turn, the QRCS works to im-
prove the lives of the poor and 
needy around the world, including 
the Asian continent, by mobilising 
humanitarian forces for their ben-
efi t, under the umbrella of the basic 
principles of international human-
itarian work, which are humanity, 
impartiality, neutrality, independ-
ence, voluntary service, unity and 
universality.

During the past fi ve years from 
2019-2023, 23 Asian countries 
have benefi ted from the projects, 

initiatives, and programmes of the 
QRCS, including the countries in-
cluded in the tour of His Highness 
the Amir.

The volume of aid provided by 
the QRCS to those countries com-
bined during the period amounted 
to QR666mn 200 thousand and 
868 from which 25mn 739 thou-
sand and 896 people benefi ted.

QRCS RESPONDS 
TO DISASTERS

During the past fi ve years, QRCS 
has activated its Emergency Infor-
mation Management Center 40 
times to respond to disasters and 
humanitarian crises on the Asian 
continent.

The QRCS pointed out that it 
is targeting eight Asian countries 
during the current year: Palestine, 
Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, Leba-
non, Jordan, Iraq, and Bangladesh, 
to implement 100 projects in the 
sectors of health, food, shelter, wa-
ter, sanitation, livelihood and edu-
cation at a total cost of QR114mn, 
benefi ting 855,000 people.

QATAR CHARITY OFFERS 
EXTENSIVE SUPPORT

Qatar Charity too has had ex-
tensive and signifi cant eff orts in 
the fi eld of humanitarian inter-
ventions, development projects 
and social care in the countries of 
Southeast Asia.

Qatar Charity has been work-
ing in this region since the 1990s, 
in the fi elds of development, relief 
and social care through its fi eld of-
fi ces or partner agencies, whether 
international or local organiza-
tions, as millions of people there 
from Nepal, Bangladesh, the Phil-
ippines and others have benefi ted 
from its interventions.

In the fi eld of development 
projects, Qatar Charity imple-
mented 33,759 projects in the fi elds 
of health, economic empower-
ment, food security, water and 
sanitation, social housing, educa-
tion and culture, in the period from 
2020-2024, with more than 87mn 
people benefi ting from it in Bang-
ladesh, Afghanistan, India, Nepal, 
the Philippines, Kyrgyzstan, Hong 
Kong, Pakistan, in addition to Af-
ghanistan and Indonesia.

In the relief fi eld, the number 

of benefi ciaries during the period 
(2019-2024) reached more than 
6.3mn people aff ected by crises and 
disasters in eight countries: Af-
ghanistan, the Philippines, India, 
Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

Areas of relief intervention in-
cluded food supply, comprehensive 
relief, social cohesion and liveli-
hoods, education, shelter, health, 
and non-food items.

In the fi eld of social care, the 
number of sponsored persons in 
Bangladesh, Nepal and the Phil-
ippines has now reached 18,704 
sponsored persons, including 
orphans, families, students, and 
people with disabilities, as they 
are provided with comprehensive 
care within the “Rufaqa” initiative 
in the educational, cultural and 
health fi elds.

In addition, Qatar Charity im-
plemented seasonal projects for the 
benefi t of the sponsored, including 
projects for Iftar, Zakat al-Fitr, Eid 
clothing, sacrifi cial animals, bags, 
and school uniforms, over the past 
fi ve years, with more than 79,000 
people in Nepal, 604,841 people in 
Bangladesh, and more than 79,000 
people in the Philippines benefi ting 
from these seasonal projects.

Since the exodus of Rohingya 
refugees to Bangladesh until now, 
Qatar Charity continues to aid 
them in the areas of food, health, 
and shelter, as the total benefi ciar-
ies of these projects and assistance 
for 5 years (2019 — 2023) reached 
about 1.5mn refugees on the islands 
of Cox’s Bazar and Bhasan Char Is-
land in Bangladesh. These projects 
and assistance implemented by 
Qatar Charity were praised by the 

competent authorities in Bangla-
desh and international organisa-
tions working in the country.

Qatar Charity’s aid in Bangladesh 
is not limited to Rohingya refugees 
only. It has also provided relief aid 
to needy families in Bangladesh, 
benefi ting more than 23,000 peo-
ple, while it has implemented more 
than 10,000 development projects, 
benefi ting more than 4mn people.

As part of its concern for its 
sponsored orphans, Qatar Charity 
has been able to build more than 49 
orphanages and centres until the 
year 2022.

MEETING NEEDS OF 
LOCAL COMMUNITIES

In Nepal, Qatar Charity’s pres-
ence dates to 2016, to meet the ur-
gent needs of local communities. It 
has dedicated its eff orts to humani-
tarian and development initiatives 
that raise the standard of life and 
promote positive change. Qatar 
Charity’s offi  ce in Nepal is the cor-
nerstone of humanitarian and de-
velopment eff orts in the region, and 
was ranked among the top fi ve in-
ternational NGOs in Nepal in 2021. 

In the Philippines, Qatar Char-
ity implemented 947 development 
projects that benefi ted 56,520 
people. It sponsors 1,423 orphans, 
needy families and students.

Since its establishment in 2012, 
the Education Above All Founda-
tion, as one of the leading global 
institutions in the fi eld of educa-
tion and development, has also 
played a remarkable and very vital 
role in providing quality education, 
ensuring access to it in needy and 
poor communities and countries, 
including Asian countries. (QNA)
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Fighting fl ares at 
Myanmar-Thai 
border as rebels 
target junta troops
Reuters 
Bangkok 

Fighting raged at Myanmar’s 
eastern frontier with Thai-
land yesterday, both govern-

ments said, forcing 3,000 civilians 
to fl ee as rebels fought to fl ush out 
Myanmar junta troops holed up 
for days at a bridge border cross-
ing.

Resistance fi ghters and eth-
nic minority rebels seized the key 
trading town of Myawaddy on the 
Myanmar side of the frontier on 
April 11, a blow to a well-equipped 
military struggling to govern and 
facing a test of battlefi eld cred-
ibility.

Witnesses on the Thai and My-
anmar sides of the border said 
they heard explosions and heavy 
machine gun fi re near a strategic 
bridge from late on Friday into 
yesterday.

Thai broadcaster NBT, in a 
post on X, said resistance forces 
used 40-mm machine guns and 
dropped 20 bombs from drones 
to target an estimated 200 junta 
soldiers who had retreated from 
a co-ordinated rebel assault on 
Myawaddy and army posts since 
April 5.

Myanmar’s state-run MRTV in 
its nightly newscast said the mili-
tias and ethnic minority rebels had 
used excessive shelling and bomb-
ing to attack junta troops, and 
government forces had responded 
with air strikes to try to maintain 
stability. It said rebels retreated 
having sustained many losses.

Reuters could not immediately 

verify the accounts of the fi ghting.
Thai Prime Minister Srettha 

Thavisin said he was closely mon-
itoring the unrest and his country 
was ready to provide humanitarian 
assistance if necessary.

According to fi gures compiled 
by Thailand’s military and the 
provincial authority, 3,027 people 
had yesterday crossed the border 
to seek temporary refuge in the 
town of Mae Sot.

Myanmar’s military is facing 
its biggest challenge since taking 
control of the former British colo-
ny in 1962, caught up in multiple, 
low-intensity confl icts and grap-
pling to stabilise an economy that 
has crumbled since a 2021 coup 
against Nobel laureate Aung San 
Suu Kyi’s government.

The country is locked in a civil 
war between the military on one 
side and, on the other, a loose al-
liance of established ethnic mi-
nority armies and a resistance 

movement born out of the junta’s 
bloody crackdown on anti-coup 
protests.

Thai premier Srettha said he 
had instructed all Thai agencies 
to prepare for all situations and 
would visit the border area on 
Tuesday. “I do not desire to see 
any such clashes have any impact 
on the territorial integrity of Thai-
land and we are ready to protect 
our borders and the safety of our 
people,” he said on X.

The capture of Myawaddy and 
surrounding army outposts is a 
signifi cant setback for a junta that 
has been squeezed by Western 
sanctions, with the town a key tax 
revenue source and conduit for 
more than $1bn of annual border 
trade.

Thailand’s foreign ministry said 
it hoped the situation would nor-
malise soon and had urged Myan-
mar’s government to ensure fi ght-
ing did not spill over the border.

People celebrate under coloured powder after finishing the 5km Color Run in Beijing, yesterday.

Colourful celebration ‘Crisis not over’ as 
eruptions at Indonesia 
volcano go on
AFP
Jakarta

The threat from an Indo-
nesian volcano that has 
erupted more than half a 

dozen times this week is not over, 
the archipelago’s top volcanology 
offi  cial said, as the crater belched 
another ash tower yesterday.

Mount Ruang, located in Indo-
nesia’s outermost region of North 
Sulawesi province, started erupt-
ing late Tuesday, prompting au-
thorities to evacuate thousands 
on islands near the stratovolcano 
and closure of the nearest interna-
tional airport.

The volcano erupted again be-
fore midnight Friday and again 
yesterday afternoon, spewing an 
ash column 250 metres above its 
peak, the latest of a wave of vol-
canic activity, the volcanology 
agency said.

That forced the country’s vol-
canology agency to warn that ma-
jor eruptions could still take place, 
despite the crater calming since it 
stirred a spectacular mix of lava, 

ash and lightning earlier in the 
week, raining down molten rocks 
on nearby villages.

“With volcanic earthquakes re-
corded, this crisis is not over yet,” 
agency head Hendra Gunawan 
said.

“It indicates magmatic fl uid 
supply is still moving from the 
depth to the surface. So it’s not 
surprising if eruptions still occur.”

The volcano, with a peak 725 
metres above sea level, is currently 
the only one of Indonesia’s more 
than 100 volcanos at the highest 
alert level of a four-tiered system.

Authorities have kept a six-kil-
ometre exclusion zone around the 
volcano.

More than 6,000 residents of 
neighbouring Tagulandang island, 
home to around 20,000 people, 
were evacuated outside the exclu-
sion zone, a local offi  cial said Fri-
day.

Authorities previously estimat-
ed more than 11,000 people would 
need to be evacuated because of 
the volcanology agency’s warning 
of volcanic rocks, hot clouds and 
lava fl ows.

South Korean doctors reject 
govt proposal to end strike
AFP 
Seoul 

South Korea’s leading doc-
tors’ body yesterday reject-
ed a revised medical reform 

plan from the government, the 
initial version of which sparked a 
strike two months ago.

The ongoing walkout by thou-
sands of trainee doctors has 
caused chaos in South Korean 
hospitals, and is in response to a 
plan to boost annual admissions 
to medical schools by 2,000 from 
next year.

The government on Friday of-
fered its fi rst concession, allow-
ing 32 universities to admit as 
few as 1,000 medical students 
instead of the initially proposed 
2,000 — but the Korean Medi-
cal Association (KMA) said the 
plan must be abandoned entirely 
within a week.

“Since this is not a funda-
mental solution, the emergency 
committee of the Korean Medi-
cal Association clearly states that 
it cannot accept it,” Kim Sung-
geun, a KMA spokesperson, told 
reporters.

“For the sake of our country’s 
future and to protect the health 
of patients currently suff ering, 

we ask the president...to discuss 
this again from square one.” Kim 
said “one week is left” to fi nd a 
solution. The government claims 
its plan will alleviate doctor 
shortages for an ageing society, 
but medical professionals and 
trainees say it will diminish the 
quality of education and health-
care. The strike, which began on 
February 20, has forced hospitals 
to cancel essential treatments 
and surgeries.

On top of the trainee doctors, 
who play a key role in emergency 
procedures and surgeries at gen-
eral hospitals, more than 50% of 
the country’s medical students 
have also fi led for a leave of ab-
sence, according to the educa-
tion ministry. The KMA warned 
that if the government does not 
relent, medical students will 
likely be forced to repeat a year, 
senior doctors at general hospi-
tals will start to resign on April 
25, and the healthcare system 
could “collapse”.

The government’s Friday off er 
came after President Yoon Suk-
yeol’s conservative ruling party 
suff ered a crushing defeat in par-
liamentary elections this month.

Initially, there was public 
sympathy for the government, 
but polls leading up to the April 

10 election indicated that the 
mood had shifted.

Nearly 60% of people sur-
veyed in a Dong-A Ilbo poll said 
the government should adjust 
the scale and timing of its reform 
plan. The main opposition Dem-
ocratic Party has also criticised 
Yoon and urged him to revise the 
reform plan.

The government had previ-
ously warned of legal conse-
quences if doctors did not re-
turn to work, and suspended the 
medical licences of two KMA of-
fi cials purportedly for instigating 
the walkout.

Proponents of the plan say op-
posing doctors are simply trying 
to safeguard their salaries and 
social status.

Patients with severe illnesses 
said they are in a “state of dis-
may” following the KMA’s an-
nouncement yesterday.

“Patients who were hopeful 
for a quick resolution now fi nd 
themselves watching the situ-
ation unfold with despair,” said 
Kim Sung-ju, the head of the 
Korean Cancer Patients Rights 
Council.

“We are overwhelmed by wor-
ry and fear as we question how 
much longer we can withstand 
this draining ordeal.”

North Korea tests ‘super-large warhead’: state media
AFP 
Seoul 

North Korea has tested a 
“super-large warhead” 
designed for a strategic 

cruise missile, state media said 
yesterday, the most recent test 
since UN sanctions monitoring 
against the nuclear-armed na-
tion was upended last month by 
Russia.

The announcement comes after 
Russia in March used its UN Secu-
rity Council veto to eff ectively end 
UN monitoring of violations of the 
raft of sanctions on Kim Jong-un’s 
government for its nuclear and 
weapons programme.

Analysts have warned that 
North Korea could be testing 
cruise missiles ahead of sending 
them to Russia for use in Ukraine, 

with Washington and Seoul claim-
ing Kim has shipped weapons to 
Moscow, despite UN sanctions 
banning any such moves.

“The DPRK Missile Admin-
istration has conducted a power 
test of a super-large warhead de-
signed for ‘Hwasal-1 Ra-3’ stra-
tegic cruise missile”, KCNA news 
agency said yesterday, referring 
to North Korea by an abbreviation 
for its offi  cial name.

North Korea also carried out a 
test launch of a “’Pyoljji-1-2’ new-
type anti-aircraft missile in the 
West Sea of Korea”, KCNA said, 
adding that both tests were car-
ried out on Friday afternoon.

Seoul’s military said yesterday 
it detected “several cruise mis-
siles and surface-to-air missiles” 
fi red toward the same body of wa-
ter, also known as the Yellow Sea, 
at around 3:30pm (0630GMT) on 

Friday. It added that it was “close-
ly watching” the North’s mili-
tary activities, and if Pyongyang 

“commits a provocation, we will 
punish it overwhelmingly and 
resolutely”.

This year, Pyongyang has de-
clared South Korea its “principal 
enemy”, jettisoned agencies dedi-
cated to reunifi cation and out-
reach, and threatened war over 
“even 0.001 mm” of territorial in-
fringement.

Unlike their ballistic counter-
parts, the testing of cruise missiles 
is not banned under current UN 
sanctions on North Korea.

Cruise missiles tend to be jet-
propelled and fl y at a lower al-
titude than more sophisticated 
ballistic missiles, making them 
harder to detect and intercept.

Ahn Chan-il, a defector-
turned-researcher who runs the 
World Institute for North Korea 
Studies, told AFP that the test 
announced yesterday appears to 
involve “a new type of solid fuel, 
and it seems to be part of the pro-
duction of exports in response 

to Russian demand”. Pyongyang 
said yesterday the tests were “part 
of the regular activities” of the 
country’s missile administration 
and had “nothing to do with the 
surrounding situation”.

A “certain goal was attained” 
through the tests, it added, with-
out giving further details.

Yang Moo-jin, president of the 
University of North Korean Stud-
ies in Seoul, said it appeared that 
the tests were intended “to deter-
mine the type and potency — in 
terms of weight and destructive-
ness — of a warhead that can be 
equipped on a highly manoeuvra-
ble cruise missile”.

North Korea will continue to 
“make improvements in the per-
formance of its conventional 
weapons, as well as its cruise mis-
siles”, on top of its nuclear pro-
gramme, he said.

This picture released from North Korea’s off icial Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) yesterday shows the DPRK Missile Administration 
conducting a test launch of “Pyoljji-1-2” new-type anti-aircraft missiles in 
the West Sea of Korea.

China says AUKUS risks nuclear proliferation in Pacific
China’s foreign minister yesterday accused Western 
powers in the AUKUS security pact of provoking 
division and risking nuclear proliferation in the 
South Pacific, AFP reported from Sydney.
On a weekend visit to strengthen Beijing’s ties 
with Papua New Guinea, Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
lashed out at AUKUS, which provides for the United 
States and Britain to equip Australia with nuclear-
powered but conventionally armed submarines.
The three-way AUKUS agreement “runs counter” 
to a South Pacific treaty banning nuclear weapons 
in the region, he told a news conference in Port 
Moresby. AUKUS also “raises serious nuclear 
proliferation risks”, the Chinese foreign minister 
told reporters after meeting with his Papua New 
Guinea counterpart Justin Tkatchenko.

In recent years, Beijing has tried to chip away 
at US and Australian influence across the South 
Pacific, including in Papua New Guinea. The Pacific 
Islands, while small in population, are replete with 
natural resources and sit at a geostrategic crossroads 
that could prove strategically vital in any military 
dispute over Taiwan. Australia is by far Papua New 
Guinea’s largest donor, but Chinese firms have made 
solid inroads into markets in the impoverished but 
resource-rich nation. The Chinese foreign minister 
seized on a recent announcement by the AUKUS 
nations that they are considering co-operating with 
Japan on military technology. Under the AUKUS 
agreement, the partners plan to develop advanced 
warfighting capabilities such as artificial intelligence, 
undersea drones and hypersonic missiles.

Thai soldiers take cover near the second Thailand-Myanmar Friendship 
Bridge during fighting on the Myanmar side between the Karen National 
Liberation Army and Myanmar’s troops, which continues near the 
border, in Mae Sot, Tak Province, Thailand, yesterday.
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Scottish independence 
supporters seek to inject 
life into faltering campaign
AFP 
London 

Scottish independence cam-
paigners marched in Glas-
gow yesterday as they try to 

reignite fl agging support for self-
rule before a UK general election 
due this year that is expected to 
deal a blow to their cause.

A series of setbacks, including 
a fraud scandal involving Scot-
land’s former fi rst minister Nico-
la Sturgeon, have left the inde-
pendence movement at arguably 
its lowest ebb in recent memory.

The march comes after Stur-
geon’s husband, Peter Murrell, 
was charged on Thursday for the 
embezzlement of £600,000 in 
donations meant for independ-
ence campaigning. Murrell, the 
59-year-old former chief execu-
tive of the ruling pro-independ-
ence Scottish National Party 
(SNP), was charged more than a 
year after he was fi rst arrested.

Sturgeon, who resigned as the 
devolved UK administration’s 
fi rst minister and SNP leader in 
February 2023, was arrested in 
June last year, but released with-
out charge.

On Friday, she described her 
husband’s situation as “incred-
ibly diffi  cult,” with current First 
Minister Humza Yousaf calling it 
a “really serious matter indeed”.

Sturgeon had established her-
self as one of the fi gureheads of 
the independence movement 
alongside then Scottish fi rst 
minister Alex Salmond ahead of 
an independence referendum in 
2014. Scotland voted against in-

dependence, with 55% of electors 
choosing “No”, but Sturgeon, 53, 
put the matter back on the ta-
ble in 2016 after the UK voted to 
leave the European Union.

She argued Scotland was being 
forced out of bloc against its will 
as Scots had voted overwhelm-
ingly to remain in Europe.

Sturgeon’s self-assured lead-
ership and excellent communi-
cation skills during the Covid-19 
pandemic — in contrast to the 
perceived chaos under former 
prime minister Boris Johnson’s 
Westminster government — saw 
support for Scottish independ-
ence climb above 50% in 2021.

After being refused another 
referendum by successive prime 
ministers, Sturgeon took the is-
sue to the UK’s top court.

But in November 2022, judges 

ruled against the Scottish gov-
ernment, saying that the power 
to grant a referendum was a “re-
served” matter for the UK gov-
ernment. For Westminster, the 
Supreme Court’s ruling was the 
fi nal word on another Scottish 
independence referendum.

Sturgeon, who was accused of 
overplaying her hand, resigned 
soon after.

Support for independence has 
since fallen to between 41 and 
43%, according to three opinion 
polls taken in April.

Current SNP leader Yousaf has 
vowed to continue the push for 
independence at the UK general 
election, which is expected to be 
held in October or November.

He says the SNP will claim “a 
mandate for independence nego-
tiations” with the British govern-

ment if it wins at least 29 of the 57 
seats up for grabs in Scotland.

The party currently has 43 MPs 
in Scotland but is expected to 
lose several to a resurgent Labour 
Party, which is tipped to form the 
next government.

The SNP has a seven-point 
lead over Labour in voting inten-
tions, according to the polling 
agency Ipsos, but that is down 
from 12 points a year ago.

“At the next election, page one, 
line one of our manifesto will say 
‘vote SNP for Scotland to become 
an independent country,’” Yousaf 
told cheering delegates at an SNP 
conference in Aberdeen in Oc-
tober last year. Yousaf has also 
vowed to rejoin the EU as fast as 
possible, but that won’t happen 
anytime soon with independence 
not currently on the horizon.

Tesla’s Elon Musk 
postpones India trip, 
aims to visit this year
Reuters 
New Delhi 

Elon Musk postponed a 
planned trip to India where 
he was to meet Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi, citing obli-
gations at his Tesla automaker and 
saying he aimed to reschedule the 
visit for later this year.

“Unfortunately, very heavy 
Tesla obligations require that the 
visit to India be delayed, but I do 
very much look forward to visiting 
later this year,” Musk posted on his 
X social media platform.

Reuters reported the postpone-
ment yesterday, citing four peo-
ple familiar with the matter. The 
trip was to have included the an-
nouncement of plans for the elec-
tric vehicle (EV) maker to enter the 
South Asian market, Reuters has 
reported.

The CEO and the prime minis-
ter are both at critical junctures.

Tesla could have used the India 
announcement to try to reassure 
investors after months of share-
price declines and the news on 
April 15 that it would lay off  more 
than 10% of its global workforce.

Musk is expected to face tough 
questions from analysts when 
Tesla announces quarterly results 
on Tuesday about falling sales, 
rising competition from Chinese 
EV makers and the fate of key fu-
ture Tesla products.

Reuters reported on April 5 that 

Tesla had halted development of 
its long-awaited aff ordable EV, of-
ten called the Model 2. Musk post-
ed that “Reuters is lying” after the 
report, without citing any inaccu-
racies. He has not spoken further 
about the model, leaving investors 
clamouring for clarity.

Rohan Patel, a Tesla public pol-
icy executive who, according to 
sources, was one of those leading 
the company’s India entry plans, 
also resigned this week.

Musk would have arrived today, 
two days after the start of India’s 
nation election, in which Modi is 
forecast to win a rare third term. 
Modi wants to highlight progress 
toward promises of making India a 
global manufacturing hub.

After Reuters reported Musk’s 
India trip plans on April 10, he 
posted on X that he was “Look-
ing forward to meeting with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in India!” 
In New Delhi, Musk was expected 
to announce an investment of $2-
3bn, mainly to build a factory in 
India, after the government an-
nounced a policy lowering high 
tariff s on imported cars if com-
panies invest locally, Reuters has 
reported.

He was also expected to meet 
executives from several space 
startups in New Delhi. Musk is 
awaiting Indian government regu-
latory approvals to begin off ering 
his Starlink satellite broadband 
services in the world’s most popu-
lous country.

UK rules out youth 
mobility deal with EU
AFP
London

The UK government has ruled 
out any post-Brexit deal with 
the EU that would make it 

easier for young Britons to live, 
study and work in the bloc, a gov-
ernment spokesman said yesterday.

The European Commission this 
week called for the 27 EU nations 
to open negotiations on a “youth 
mobility scheme” for UK citizens 
aged 18-30. But the UK, which has 
individual youth mobility schemes 
with 13 countries, including Aus-
tralia, Canada, San Marino, Iceland 
and Monaco, said it preferred bilat-

eral arrangements with individual 
countries over an EU-wide deal.

“We are not introducing an EU-
wide youth mobility scheme - free 
movement within the EU was ended 
and there are no plans to introduce 
it,” a government spokesman said.

The UK was open to agreeing 
youth mobility schemes with its 
“international partners”, including 
individual EU member states.

The opposition Labour Party has 
also ruled out the possibility of an 
EU-wide scheme, saying it would 
seek to improve the UK’s working 
relationship with the bloc within 
its red lines — “no return to the sin-
gle market, customs union or free 
movement”.

PM Sunak ‘sets Britain back on climate change’
Reuters
London

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has set Brit-
ain back on tackling climate change and 
must do more on heating and industrial 

emissions to stop slipping behind other na-
tions, the head of the government’s advisory 
body has said.

Chris Stark, who will step down as chief 
executive of the independent Climate Change 

Committee next week, told the BBC broad-
caster that UK climate policy had become less 
ambitious. “That is extremely hard to recov-
er,” Stark said, according to excerpts from the 
interview due to air today. “I think it’s set us 
back.”

Under pressure to address cost-of-living 
concerns and trailing the opposition Labour 
Party before an election later this year, Sunak 
has outraged environmental campaigners by 
watering down some measures to reach net 
zero emissions. He says delaying targets for 

changing cars and domestic heating are prag-
matic moves needed to maintain the consent 
of the British people, with the country’s com-
mitment to reach net zero by 2050 still intact.

Stark, who has run the committee since 
April 2018 but will now join consultancy the 
Carbon Trust as chief executive later this year, 
said Britain needed to do more work on how 
homes were heated and industrial emissions 
managed, as well as in the farming and trans-
port systems. “I defi nitely feel we’re at risk,” 
he said. 

Scotland’s First Minister Humza Yousaf (centre-right) and Scottish actor Martin Compston (centre-left) join a 
march in support of Scottish independence in Glasgow, yesterday.
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The US House of Representatives has 
approved a long-awaited $61bn aid 
package to help Ukraine’s war eff ort 

against the Russian invasion.
The bill is the product of months of ac-

rimonious negotiations, pressure from US 
allies and repeated pleas for assistance from 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.

It is part of a massive $95bn legislative 
package that also provided security assist-
ance to Israel and Taiwan.

The legislation now proceeds to the 
Democratic-majority Senate, which passed 
a similar measure more than two months 
ago.

US leaders from Democratic President 
Joe Biden to top Senate Republican Mitch 
McConnell have been urging embattled Re-

publican House Speaker Mike Johnson to 
bring it up for a vote.

Zelensky welcomed the vote, writing on 
social media: “The vital US aid bill passed 
today by the House will keep the war from 
expanding, save thousands and thousands 
of lives, and help both of our nations to be-
come stronger.”

“We hope that (the) bills will be sup-
ported in the Senate and sent to Presi-
dent Biden’s desk,” he added. “Thank you, 
America!”

The Senate is expected to pass the meas-
ure next week, sending it to Biden to sign 
into law.

A dozen or so Democratic lawmakers 
waved small Ukrainian fl ags as it became 
clear that element of the package was head-
ed to passage.

Johnson told lawmakers that was a “vio-
lation of decorum”.

Johnson this week chose to ignore ouster 

threats by hardline members of his frac-
tious 218-213 majority and push forward 
the measure that includes some $60.84bn 
for Ukraine as it struggles to fi ght off  a two-
year Russian invasion.

The unusual four-bill package includes 
funds for Israel, security assistance for 
Taiwan and allies in the Indo-Pacifi c, and 
a measure that includes sanctions, a threat 
to ban the Chinese-owned social media app 
TikTok and the potential transfer of seized 
Russian assets to Ukraine.

“The world is watching what the Con-
gress does,” the White House said in a state-
ment on Friday. “Passing this legislation 
would send a powerful message about the 
strength of American leadership at a pivotal 
moment.”

“The administration urges both cham-
bers of the Congress to quickly send this 
supplemental funding package to the presi-
dent’s desk,” it added.

Some hardline Republicans have voiced 
strong opposition to further Ukraine aid, 
with some arguing the US can ill aff ord it 
given its rising $34tn national debt.

They have repeatedly raised the threat of 
ousting Johnson, who became speaker in 
October after his predecessor, Kevin Mc-
Carthy, was ousted by party hardliners.

“It’s not the perfect legislation, it’s not 
the legislation that we would write if Re-
publicans were in charge of both the House, 
the Senate, and the White House,” Johnson 
told reporters on Friday. “This is the best 
possible product that we can get under 
these circumstances to take care of these 
really important obligations.”

The bills provide $60.84bn to address 
the confl ict in Ukraine, including $23bn to 
replenish US weapons, stocks and facili-
ties; $26bn for Israel, including $9.1bn for 
humanitarian needs, and $8.12bn for the 
Indo-Pacifi c.

Massive aid package for Ukraine 
clears key hurdle in US Congress
AFP/Reuters
Washington

US lawmakers renew controversial spying toolUS lawmakers renew controversial spying tool

The US Senate voted late on Friday 
night to approve the reauthorisation 
of a controversial surveillance pro-

gramme, narrowly missing the midnight 
expiration of the programme, and the White 
House said President Joe Biden would 
swiftly sign it.

The reauthorisation secures what sup-
porters call a key element of US foreign in-
telligence gathering.

“Democrats and Republicans came to-
gether and did the right thing for our coun-
try safety,” Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer said. 

“We all know one thing: letting FISA ex-
pire would be dangerous,” he said. “It’s an 
important part of our national security, to 
stop acts of terror, drug traffi  cking and vio-
lent extreme extremism.”

White House national security adviser 
Jake Sullivan said the legislation is one of 
the United States’ most vital intelligence 
collection tools, and Biden would sign it 
quickly.

Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act, or FISA, is one of a suite of 
authorisations passed after the September 
11, 2001, attacks that allow American spy 
agencies to surveil foreigners abroad using 
data drawn from US digital infrastructure 
such as Internet service providers.

The information is used to track enemy 
spies, rogue hackers and extremist mili-
tants.

FISA has attracted criticism from both 
Republican and Democratic lawmakers, 
who argue it violates Americans’ constitu-
tional right to privacy.

The bill was blocked three times in the 
past fi ve months by House Republicans 
bucking their party, before passing last 
week by a 273-147 vote when its duration 
was shortened from fi ve years to two years.

The White House, intelligence chiefs and 
top lawmakers on the House Intelligence 
Committee have said not reauthorising the 
programme could have potentially cata-
strophic eff ects.

Although the right to privacy is enshrined 
in the US Constitution, foreign nationals’ 
data gathered by the programme often in-
cludes communications with Americans, 
and can be mined by domestic law enforce-
ment bodies such as the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) without a warrant.

That has alarmed both hardline Republi-
cans and far-left Democrats.

Recent revelations that the FBI used 
this power to hunt for information about 
Black Lives Matter protesters, congres-
sional campaign donors and US lawmakers 
have raised further doubts about the pro-
gramme’s integrity.

Former president Donald Trump, who 
wants to unseat Biden in the election this 
fall, got involved in the negotiations by urg-
ing lawmakers last week to “Kill FISA”.

“It was illegally used against me, and 
many others. They spied on my cam-
paign!!!” Trump wrote, without proof, 
on his Truth Social platform earlier this 
month. – Reuters/AFP

With a 19-gun cannon salute and a 
religious ceremony, Kenya paid a 
military tribute yesterday to its 

army chief who died in a helicopter acci-
dent this week.

Kenyan President William Ruto, along 
with Deputy President Rigathi Gachagua 
and opposition leader Raila Odinga, at-
tended the ceremony at the Ulinzi Sports 
Complex in the capital Nairobi.

Francis Omondi Ogolla’s coffi  n, topped 
with the Kenyan fl ag, entered the enclosure 
at 1pm (1000 GMT), accompanied by great 
fanfare before a minute of silence for the 
former chief of the Kenya Defence Forces 
(KDF).

Ogolla and nine other military offi  cials 
died on Thursday when their helicopter 
went down in a remote region in the west 
of the country, just short of a year since his 
appointment as armed forces head by Ruto.

“It was a sad and very tragic moment for 
Kenya,” Ruto said in a speech.

The general died aged 62. The defence 
ministry had previously mistakenly stated 
that Ogolla was 61.

“General Ogolla represents the best of 
what Kenya has to off er,” Ruto added, say-
ing that he was “very proud” to have ap-
pointed him. “We are here to say bye-bye to 
a consummate military offi  cer, an accom-
plished military commander and a patriotic 
citizen of Kenya, with great humility.”

Ogolla, a trained fi ghter pilot, was killed 
when his helicopter went down shortly 
after takeoff  in the remote Sindar forested 

area in Elgeyo Marakwet county in north-
western Kenya, some 400km (250 miles) 
from Nairobi.

He had been visiting troops deployed in 
a security operation in the North Rift re-
gion, which is plagued by violence caused 
by armed bandits and cattle rustlers.

Two military personnel aboard survived 
the crash.

According to Ruto, the crew were on a Bell 
UH-1B copter, nicknamed “Huey”, a model 
developed in the 1950s and used notably by 
US forces serving in the war in Vietnam.

For his part, Odinga saluted his “personal 
friend...rest in peace”.

Kenyan media have reported that Thurs-
day’s crash was the fi fth involving a Ken-

yan military copter in the past year with a 
considerable number old and poorly main-
tained.

The Kenya Air Force has dispatched a 
team of investigators to determine what 
caused the accident which sparked three 
days of mourning from Friday across the 
country.

Ogolla’s family said in a statement on Fri-
day that his funeral would be held today at 
his home in Siaya in the west of the country, 
followed by a memorial service in a Nairobi 
suburb on April 26.

Ogolla, a married father of two with one 
grandchild, had headed his country’s air 
force between 2018 and 2021.

He had joined the KDF in April 1984, ris-

ing through the ranks to command the air 
force before going on to become vice-chief 
of the defence forces in 2021 and then chief 
12 months ago.

In June 2021, at least 10 soldiers died 
when their helicopter crashed during a 
training exercise to the south of Nairobi.

In 2012, then-internal security minister 
George Saitoti, seen as a possible presiden-
tial candidate, was another high-profi le 
victim as one of six people killed in a police 
helicopter crash.

Messages of condolence for Thursday’s 
crash came in from across Kenya and the 
African continent on Friday as well as the 
United Nations, the United States and al-
lies.

Kenya pays military homage to army chief killed in copter crash
AFP
Nairobi

President Ruto delivers his remarks during the tribute 
ceremony.

A member of the Kenyan army with a picture depicting General Francis 
Omondi Ogolla.

Senators 
raise their 
own pay as 
Argentines 
cope with 
hardship

Argentines have expressed 
anger after senators voted 
by a show of hands to raise 

their own salaries by 170% even as 
six in 10 of their compatriots live 
in poverty amid a biting economic 
crisis.

Following the vote, which last-
ed less than two minutes late on 
Thursday, the 72 members of the 
senate will earn some 4mn pesos 
(about $4,500) each – almost 20 
times the minimum wage of about 
$230 per month.

Senators loyal to budget-slash-
ing President Javier Milei did not 
raise their hands though their 
presence provided the quorum for 
the decision to pass.

They did not ask for a nominal 
vote – with senators called one by 
one – as is customary when there 
is no consensus.

“It’s crazy. It does not corre-
spond to the salaries we get,” Bue-
nos Aires clothing vendor Gabriela 
Quiroga, 31, told AFP, adding that 
“shops are not making any sales” 
and “more and more people are 
sleeping on the street”.

Milei, vowing to halt Argen-
tina’s economic decline, has taken 
a number of steps to slash public 
spending, halting subsidies for 
fuel and transport and cutting 
tens of thousands of public service 
jobs.

His eff orts have hit Argentines 
hard, with the price of bus tick-
ets almost tripling and aid cut to 
thousands of soup kitchens.

Since the senators’ vote became 
public knowledge, Milei took to 
Twitter to describe the lawmakers 
as “cynical” and “hypocritical”.

Economy Minister Luis Caputo 
called it an “embarrassment”.

The ruling bloc in the Sen-
ate said in a statement it would 
present a bill to reverse the in-
crease, which came as parliament 
is debating a slew of measures 
proposed by Milei to slash state 
spending.

Earlier this week, the govern-
ment announced a reversal of 
Milei’s initial refusal to use his 
presidential air fl eet, a decision 
the president himself had held up 
as a cost-saving measure. – AFP

A man has died after setting himself on fi re 
on Friday outside the New York courthouse 
where Donald Trump’s historic hush-money 

trial was taking place as jury selection wrapped up, 
but offi  cials said he did not appear to have been tar-
geting Trump.

The man burned for several minutes in full view 
of television cameras that were set up outside the 
courthouse, where the fi rst-ever criminal trial of a 
former US president is being held.

A New York Police Department (NYPD) spokes-
person said the man was declared dead overnight at 
a hospital.

Offi  cials had previously said he was in critical 
condition.

Witnesses said the man, who was in his 30s, 
pulled pamphlets from a backpack and threw them 
in the air before he doused himself with a liquid and 
set himself on fi re.

One of those pamphlets included references to 
“evil billionaires” but portions that were visible to a 

Reuters witness did not mention Trump.
The NYPD said the man, who they identifi ed as 

Max Azzarello of St. Augustine, Florida, did not ap-
pear to be targeting Trump or others involved in the 
trial.

“Right now we are labelling him as sort of a con-
spiracy theorist, and we are going from there,” Tarik 
Sheppard, a deputy police commissioner, said at a 
news conference.

In an online manifesto, a man using that name 
said he set himself on fi re and apologised to friends, 
witnesses and fi rst responders.

The post warns of “an apocalyptic fascist coup” 
and criticises cryptocurrency and US politicians, 
but does not single out Trump in particular.

The shocking development came shortly after 
jury selection for the trial was completed, clearing 
the way for prosecutors and defence attorneys to 
make opening statements tomorrow in a case stem-
ming from hush money paid to an adult entertain-
ment actress.

The 12 jurors, along with six alternates, will con-
sider evidence in a fi rst-ever trial to determine 
whether a former US president is guilty of breaking 
the law.

Man who set himself ablaze outside 
Trump courthouse has died: NYPD
Reuters
New York

Two mayoral candidates were 
reported killed in Mexico 
on Friday, one in the coun-

try’s northeast and another in the 
south, authorities said – part of a 
wave of political violence ahead of 
June elections.

In Tamaulipas, a state plagued 
by organised crime situated on 
the US border, a manhunt was 
launched for the person who 
stabbed candidate Noe Ramos, ac-
cording to state attorney-general 
Irving Barrios.

Local media reported the cen-
tre-right candidate, who was 
seeking re-election as head of the 
municipality of Mante, was walk-
ing through the streets to meet 
with residents when he was at-
tacked by a man with a knife on 
Friday.

Ramos later died of his wounds, 
state security spokesman Jorge 
Cuellar told Milenio television.

Meanwhile, in the state of Oax-
aca, another mayoral candidate, 
Alberto Antonio Garcia, was 
found killed on Friday after going 
missing this week, according to 
the state prosecutor’s offi  ce.

Authorities had been searching 
for Garcia, a candidate with the 
ruling Morena party, and his wife, 
Agar Cancino, the current mayor 
of San Jose Independencia, after 
they were reported missing on 
Wednesday.

Cancino was found alive on 
Friday, but Garcia was dead, the 
prosecutor’s offi  ce said.

For years, the spiral of violence 
linked to organized crime has 
claimed the lives of Mexican poli-
ticians from various parties, espe-
cially those who hold or are seek-
ing regional positions.

Since September 23, when 
the process for the June general 
elections began, 15 candidates 
for regional positions have been 
murdered, the consulting fi rm 
Integralia had reported before the 
deaths of Ramos and Garcia. – 
AFP

Two Mexican 
mayoral 
candidates 
killed in a 
single day

More than 2,500 people 
were killed or injured in 
gang violence in Haiti 

from January through March, up 
53% from the last three months 
of 2023, the United Nations Inte-
grated Offi  ce in Haiti (BINUH) said 
on Friday.

At least 590 were killed during 
police operations, the BINUH said 
in a report.

Several were apparently not in-
volved in gang violence, some had 
impaired mobility, and at least 
141 were killed by vigilante justice 
groups.

Most of the violence took place 
in the capital of Port-au-Prince, 
while at least 438 people were 
kidnapped across the wider West 
Department and agricultural Arti-
bonite region.

The capital’s port-side La Saline 
and Cite Soleil areas had the long-

est large-scale attacks.
Gang members continued to 

perpetrate rapes against women 
and girls in rival neighbourhoods, 
as well as in prisons and displace-
ment camps, the report found.

Hundreds of thousands have 
been internally displaced by gangs, 
the UN estimates.

Despite criticism by the world 
body, countries such as the United 
States and neighbouring Domini-
can Republic are still deporting 
migrants back into Haiti.

The US Department of Home-
land Security told Reuters on 
Thursday that irregular migration 
of Haitians through the Carib-
bean “remains low”, though many 
neighbours have evacuated citi-
zens and bolstered their borders.

Gang violence, which has wors-
ened for years, escalated on Febru-
ary 29 when unelected Prime Min-
ister Ariel Henry travelled to Kenya 
to fast-track a planned interna-
tional security support mission, 
but days later he resigned under 

pressure from the US.
With a new government yet 

to be installed, the BINUH said, 
gangs have “changed their tactics” 
targeting attacks against public in-
stitutions and strategic infrastruc-
ture, such as the main port and 
largest airport.

At least 22 police buildings have 
been looted or set on fi re and 19 
police offi  cers killed or injured, it 
said, while blocked supply routes 
are exacerbating a healthcare and 
hunger crisis.

The report repeated calls for 
faster deployment of the planned 
security mission, which Henry re-
quested in 2022 and was approved 
over six months ago, but which has 
received limited pledges for both 
troops and funds and been put on 
hold pending a new government.

It also called for updated sanc-
tions, stronger eff orts to block 
arms traffi  cking, secure routes to 
deliver key goods and rehabilita-
tion programmes for children re-
cruited into gangs.

UN report says Haiti’s death toll rises 
53% as international support lags
By Sarah Morland
Reuters



Tens of thousands of demonstrators hit 
the streets of Spain’s Canary Islands yes-
terday to demand changes to the model 

of mass tourism they say is overwhelming the 
Atlantic archipelago.

Rallying under the slogan The Canary Islands 
have a limit, demonstrators began protesting at 
midday (1100 GMT), with fl ag-waving crowds 
packing the streets of the main towns across all 
of the archipelago’s seven islands.

An estimated 57,000 people joined the pro-
tests, Spanish media reports said, citing the 
central government’s representative in the is-
lands.

Chanting and whistling, they waved a sea of 
placards and banners emblazoned with slogans 
like “The Canary Islands are not up for sale!” or 
“A moratorium on tourism” while others simply 
said: “Respect my home.”

The protests were called by some 20 so-
cial and environmental groups who say tourist 
overcrowding perpetuates an economic model 
that harms local residents and damages the en-
vironment.

They want the authorities to limit the number 
of visitors and have proposed introducing an 
eco tax to protect the environment, a morato-
rium on tourism and to clamp down on the sale 
of properties to non-residents.

“We are not against tourism,” one wom-
an demonstrator named Rosario Correo told 
Spain’s TVE public television. “We’re asking 
that they change this model that allows for un-
limited growth of tourism.”

Last year, 16mn people visited the Canary Is-
lands, more than seven times its population of 
some 2.2mn, which the collective says is unsus-
tainable for the archipelago’s limited resources.

“We’re tired of the overcrowding, of low sala-
ries, of not having houses to live in and seeing 
our land bought by foreigners because they have 
the money to buy our grandparents’ land that 
we can’t aff ord,” 59-year-old teacher Nieves 
Rodrigues Rivera told AFPTV.

The constant infl ux of visitors was exacer-
bating the housing crisis by pushing up rents, 
said 22-year-old student Antonio Samuel Diaz 
Garcia.

“We’re seeing holiday homes invading our 

villages which pushes rents up and makes it in-
creasingly diffi  cult for young people like us to 
leave home,” he told AFPTV. “We’re also seeing 
tourism destroy the biodiversity here.”

Large crowd of protesters also held paral-
lel rallies of support in Madrid and Barcelona, 
public television said.

Anti-tourism protests have multiplied in re-
cent months across Spain, the world’s second-
most visited country, prompting authorities to 
try to reconcile the interests of locals and a lu-
crative sector that accounts for 12.8% of Spain’s 
economy.

The islands, which lie off  the northwestern 
coast of Africa, are known for their volcanic 
landscapes and year-round sunshine attracting 
millions of visitors every year, with four in 10 

residents working in tourism – a sector which 
accounts for 36% of the islands’ GDP.

Before the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic 
brought the global travel industry to its knees in 
2020, overtourism protest movements were al-
ready active in Spain, notably in Barcelona.

After travel restrictions were lifted, tourism 
surged with Spain welcoming a record 85.1mn 
visitors last year.

Canary Islands president Fernando Clavijo 
said on Friday he felt “proud” that the region 
was a leading Spanish tourist destination, but 
acknowledged that more controls were needed 
as the sector continues to grow.

“We can’t keep looking away. Otherwise, ho-
tels will continue to open without any control,” 
he told a press conference.
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Moscow has slammed the ap-
proval by the US House of Rep-
resentatives for an aid package to 

Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan.
“The allocation of US military aid to 

Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan will exacerbate 
global crises,” foreign ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova said on Telegram.

She called aid for Kyiv “direct support 
for terrorist activities” and that the aid “to 
Taiwan, it is interference in China’s inter-
nal aff airs. To Israel, it is a road straight to 
escalation and an unprecedented rise in 
tension in the region”.

Earlier yesterday Russia’s presidential 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said the deci-
sion to provide aid to Ukraine “will further 
enrich the United States of America and 
ruin Ukraine even more, by killing even 
more Ukrainians because of the Kyiv re-
gime”, state news agency Tass reported.

Lawmakers in the US House of Repre-
sentatives passed legislation in a rare ses-
sion yesterday that provides aid to Ukraine 
and Israel, bolsters Taiwan while also 
threatening a ban on TikTok if it fails to di-
vest from Beijing (see report on Page 8).

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenksy 
welcomed news that US lawmakers had 
passed the massive aid package as Kyiv and 
Moscow denounced each other over the 
latest exchange of deadly air strikes.

“Today, we received the decision we ex-
pected: the US support package we fought 
so hard for,” said Zelensky in his evening 

address. “And it is a very signifi cant pack-
age that will be felt by our soldiers on the 
frontline, as well as by our towns and vil-
lages suff ering from Russian terror.”

Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba 
thanked US lawmakers and called it “a bad 
day for Putin”.

Zelenksy and Kuleba both expressed 
hopes the package would quickly pass the 
US Senate for approval by US President Joe 
Biden.

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(Nato) chief Jens Stoltenberg also wel-
comed the news.

“This signifi cant boost in aid will sup-
plement the tens of billions of aid being 
provided to Ukraine by European Allies,” 
he said.

EU chiefs Ursula von der Leyen and 
Charles Michel also welcomed the vote in a 
joint statement: “Ukraine deserves all the 
support it can get against Russia.”

“The US and Europe stand together on 
the side of freedom – against Putin’s war 
of terror,” Germany’s Foreign Minister 
Annalena Baerbock wrote on X, formerly 
Twitter, calling it a “day of optimism”.

Earlier in the day Kyiv and Moscow ac-
cused each other of deadly strikes on civil-
ians overnight.

Russian strikes killed three people in 
central and northeast Ukraine, according 
to local offi  cials.

In Russia’s western Belgorod region, 
cross-border Ukrainian attacks killed 
three people, said the local governor.

Ukrainian drones killed two people in 
Russia’s Belgorod border region, its gov-
ernor said early yesterday, while shelling 

later in the day fatally wounded a pregnant 
woman.

A residential building and a barn in the 
village of Poroz, near the frontier, has been 
“completely burned down”, Governor Vy-
acheslav Gladkov said. Another building 
was severely damaged.

“Tragically, two civilians died – a wom-
an who was recovering from a fractured 
femur, and a man who was caring for her,” 
Gladkov wrote on Telegram.

He later said Ukraine shelling of the vil-
lage of Novaya Tavolzhanka, had killed a 
pregnant woman and her unborn child.

“Doctors did everything possible to save 
both mother and child. But to great grief, 
the woman and the unborn baby died from 
their wounds,” he said.

A Russian attack killed a man in 
Ukraine’s central Dnipropetrovsk region, 
while artillery strikes on residential build-
ings in the northeastern city of Vovchansk 
left two others dead, offi  cials said.

Russia fi red at least seven missiles at 
Ukraine overnight, two of which were shot 
down by air defences.

Ukraine has in recent months pleaded 
for more air defences from its Western 
allies as it struggles to fend off  a surge in 
deadly attacks on civilian infrastructure.

A source in Ukraine’s defence sector told 
AFP that Kyiv had targeted eight Russian 
regions overnight in a “large-scale” drone 
strike.

It was aimed at “energy infrastructure 
that feeds Russia’s military-industrial 
complex”.

“At least three electrical substations 
and a fuel storage base were hit and caught 
fi re,” the source added, in a “joint opera-
tion” of Ukraine’s SBU security service, 
army, and military intelligence.

Russia’s defence ministry said it had in-
tercepted 50 Ukrainian drones overnight, 
some of them hundreds of kilometres from 
the border, including near the capital Mos-
cow.

Video posted on social media purport-
edly showed a large blaze at a fuel depot 
in Russia’s western Smolensk region, an 
attack the governor confi rmed was caused 
by the drones.

“Air-defence forces shot the aerial vehi-
cles down,” Governor Vasily Anokhin said. 
“However, as a result of falling debris, a 
tank with fuel and lubricants caught fi re.”

Kyiv has ramped up strikes on Russian 
oil and gas facilities in recent months, part 
of what it calls “fair” retaliation on infra-
structure used to fuel Russia’s war.

Moscow says US 
aid to Ukraine, 
Israel, Taiwan 
will ‘exacerbate 
global crises’
AFP/Reuters
Moscow

Firefighters work at the site in Odesa 
where residential buildings were 
damaged by a Russian missile strike, amid 
Russia’s attack on Ukraine.

A handout picture released by the Russian defence ministry shows a demonstration 
flight of military drones at a training range in the Moscow military district.

Thousands protest in Canaries over mass tourism
AFP/Reuters
Madrid

People gather during a demonstration for a change in the tourism model in the Canary Islands, in 
Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Spain.

Some of Togo’s opposition 
parties and civil society 
groups have renewed their 

calls for widespread popular 
protests a day after lawmakers 
approved constitutional changes 
likely to extend the 19-year rule 
of President Faure Gnassingbe.

In a statement, the Dy-
namique Pour la Majorite du Pe-
uple (DMP) opposition coalition 
and other signatories said the 
changes, relating to presidential 
term limits and how presidents 
are elected, were a political ma-
noeuvre to allow Gnassingbe to 
extend his tenure for life.

“What happened at the Na-
tional Assembly yesterday is 
a coup d’etat,” they said in the 
statement that reiterated calls 
for the population to mobilise 
against the changes. “Large-
scale action will be organised 
over the next few days to say ‘no’ 
to this constitution.”

In Friday’s vote, lawmak-
ers unanimously approved an 
amended charter under which 
the president will no longer be 
elected by universal suff rage, but 
by members of parliament.

Togo’s parliament had already 
adopted the new constitution on 
March 25, but Gnassingbe asked 
lawmakers to vote again after the 
reform sparked opposition criti-
cism of a “constitutional coup”.

The second reading was 
passed with 87 lawmakers 
present all agreeing to the new 
system.

“Togo has just turned a new 

page on its way towards a more 
inclusive and participatory de-
mocracy. This is a satisfaction 
and a source of pride for us,” 
Koumealo Anate, a lawmaker 
from Gnassingbe’s ruling UNIR 
party, told reporters after the 
vote.

The amendments also intro-
duce a parliamentary system 
of government and shortened 
presidential terms to four years 
from fi ve, with a two-term limit.

The changes do not take into 
account time already spent in of-
fi ce, so could enable Gnassingbe 
to stay in power until 2033 if he is 
re-elected in 2025, a highly likely 
scenario as his party controls 
the parliament in Togo, where 
Gnassingbe’s father and pred-
ecessor Gnassingbe Eyadema 
seized power via a coup in 1967.

Several other African coun-
tries, including the Central Af-
rican Republic, Rwanda, the 
Congo Republic, Ivory Coast and 
Guinea, have pushed through 
constitutional and other legal 
changes in recent years allowing 
presidents to extend their terms 
in offi  ce.

West and Central Africa have 
witnessed eight military coups 
in the past three years.

In Togo, violent police crack-
downs on political demonstra-
tions have been routine under 
Gnassingbe – re-elected in a 
2020 landslide disputed by the 
opposition – as they were during 
his father’s long rule.

The new constitution also 
creates a new role, president of 
the council of ministers, with 
extensive authority to manage 
government aff airs.

Togo constitutional 
changes spark calls 
for popular protests
Reuters/AFP
Lome

Bomb threat at Denmark airport
A man was arrested in connection with a bomb threat late yesterday morn-
ing that forced the evacuation of Denmark’s second largest airport, police 
said.
“The evacuation has proceeded calmly and as expected, with travellers fol-
lowing our instructions,” police inspector Michael Weiss said in a statement.
Flights to and from Billund airport in central Denmark were suspended dur-
ing the operation.
Police are also investigating whether there is a link between this bomb 
threat and the bombing of an ATM in Billund around 4am yesterday.
Billund airport is near the headquarters of the manufacturer of Lego toy 
bricks and the Legoland theme park.
“Following an alert about a bomb at Billund airport, police in southeast 
Jutland have arrested a man,” Danish police said in a statement.
The airport reopened at 7pm (0500 GMT), but several flights were can-
celled or delayed during its closure. – AFP/Reuters

Ongoing downpours have killed an-
other 29 people in Afghanistan over 
the past four days, the government 

disaster management department said yes-
terday.

Afghanistan was parched by an unusually 
dry winter that desiccated the earth, fol-
lowed by a two-week streak of downpours 
in most provinces that has caused sporadic 
fl ash fl ooding.

Disaster management department 
spokesman Janan Sayeq said that “29 peo-
ple lost their lives because of rains” between 
Wednesday and yesterday, with fatalities 
spread across ten provinces.

Seven others have been injured over the 
same period, the offi  cial said, while 72 hous-
es have been damaged or destroyed, and 
more than 2,500 acres of agricultural land 
swept away.

More than 100 people have been killed in 
fl ooding this month, according to offi  cial 
fi gures, whilst more than 25,000 families 
have required aid as a result of the deluge.

The United Nations last year warned that 
“Afghanistan is experiencing major swings 
in extreme weather conditions”.

After four decades of war, the country 
ranks among the nations least prepared to 
face extreme weather events, which scien-
tists say are becoming more frequent and 
severe due to climate change.

At least 25 people were killed in a landslide 
after massive snowfall in eastern Afghani-
stan in February.

Meanwhile, around 60 were killed in a 
three-week spate of precipitation ending in 
March.

Another 29 killed in ongoing Afghanistan rains
AFP
Kabul



European governments 
due to move to support 
their solar power 
manufacturers this 

week will be too late to stop 
solar panel maker Meyer Burger 
packing up a German factory to 
send production to the United 
States.

The plant in Freiberg in 
eastern Germany closed in 
mid-March with the loss of 500 
jobs, as the Swiss-listed firm 
joined a growing list of European 
renewable energy manufacturing 
factories shutting down or 
moving. In the past year, at least 
10 have said they are in financial 
difficulties.

On a recent visit to the site, 
giant white robotic arms hung 
dormant over empty wooden 
pallets as workers prepared 
the last production line for 
shutdown. Talks with the 
German federal government 
to try to secure a future for the 
factory ended without success 
in late March, a company 
spokesperson told Reuters.

Germany’s economy ministry 
said it was aware of the “very 
serious situation” of German 
companies and has been 
examining funding options with 
the industry for over a year. It 
agreed to give Meyer Burger 
an export credit guarantee 
for equipment produced in 
Germany to be used at the US 
factories, which will help a 
site nearby but won’t save the 
Freiberg one.

The closure, which in one 
sweep reduced European solar 
panel production by 10%, 
comes despite a boom in wind 
and solar energy in Europe. 
Additions to renewable energy 
capacity, including solar panels, 
are running at record pace, 
according to data from the 
International Energy Agency.

But Europe-based 

manufacturers that supply 
those panels are being crushed 
by competition from China and 
the US, whose governments give 
more support to their producers.

The situation poses a dilemma 
for European governments 
keen to fight climate change: 
Either offer more support to 
ensure local production can 
stay competitive, or allow the 
unfettered flow of imports to 
keep up the pace of installations. 
A meeting in Brussels between 
European energy ministers will 
make a gesture of support for 
the struggling industry.

China is expanding solar 
output and now accounts 
for 80% of the world’s solar 
manufacturing capacity. The 
cost of producing panels there 
is around 12 cents per watt of 
energy generated, compared with 
22 cents in Europe, according to 
research fi rm Wood Mackenzie.

US subsidies announced 
as part of the 2022 Inflation 
Reduction Act allow some 
renewable energy manufacturers 
and project developers to claim 
tax credits, which are attracting 
businesses from within the 
European Union and beyond.

Meyer Burger says its plans 
include a solar panel factory in 
Arizona and a solar cell factory 
in Colorado.

“We made a bold move in the 
absence of any industry policy 
support in Europe and shifted a 
solar cell expansion project from 
Germany to the US,” its chief 
executive Gunter Erfurt told 
Reuters in an interview.

Similarly, battery company 
Freyr which operates mostly in 
Norway, has stopped work at 
a half-finished plant near the 
Arctic Circle and is focusing on 
plans for a plant in the US state 
of Georgia after Washington 
announced the policy.

Freyr said in February it had 
changed its registration to the 
US from Luxembourg.

“We did spend quite a bit of 
time trying to really make sure 
that we weren’t committing a 

mistake,” said Birger Steen, chief 
executive of Freyr: The company 
first hunted for support 
from Norwegian or European 
governments.

“We got to the point where 
we concluded that that form of 
policy level response was not 
forthcoming.”

Asked to comment, Norway’s 
ministry of trade and industry 
said that it had launched an 
industrial policy framework 
targeting energy transition 
technologies including solar 
and batteries, but did not 
directly address questions 
about additional funding for the 
companies in this story.

The European Commission 
is embarking on a voluntary 
charter for governments and 
companies to sign in support 
of solar manufacturing plants. 
Industry association Solar 
Power Europe will coordinate 
company signatories. But the 
charter, which says that buyers 
of solar panels should include 
some domestic production in 
what they buy, is not enforceable, 
Solar Power Europe said.

Michael Bloss, EU parliament 
member for Greens, launched 
a petition earlier this month 
calling for action at a 
European level to rescue panel 
manufacturers.

Bloss says he is pushing for the 
European Commission to set up 
a €200mn euro ($213mn) fund to 
buy up unused European-made 
solar panels, but Europe has been 
unwilling to pursue that. The 
European Commission declined 
to comment.

“We are — in headlines and 
Sunday speeches — very much 
in favour of creating our own 
solar industry, but then in 
action, nothing happens,” Bloss 
told Reuters.

“The charter will be more like 
a political declaration signed by 
member states, solar companies 
and the Commission, it’s more long 
term, it has no immediate eff ect.”

In February, European 
policymakers adopted the 

Net-Zero Industry Act, a set of 
measures including a target to 
produce 40% of the region’s clean 
tech needs by 2030.

The previous month, the EU 
also approved almost $1bn of 
German state aid for a Swedish 
battery producer, Northvolt, to 
help it set up a production plant 
in Germany after Northvolt 
threatened to take its business 
to the United States. It was the 
fi rst time the bloc made use of 
an exceptional measure allowing 
member countries to step in 
with aid when there’s a risk of 
investment leaving Europe.

But aid for ongoing operations 
has not been forthcoming, amid 
political disagreement over how 
much public funds should go to 
struggling businesses.

Decisions about supporting 
industries or firms like Meyer 
Burger are down to member 
states, a spokesperson for the 
European Commission told 
Reuters. Germany’s economy 
and climate ministry believes aid 
to maintain an existing company 
like Meyer Burger would not be 
legal “if there is a lack of market 
prospects from the company’s 
perspective,” a spokesperson 
told Reuters.

Potential customers — 
renewable energy installers 
that depend heavily on cheap 
Chinese imports — have also 
pushed back against any new 
subsidies for local panels, 
arguing such moves could hurt 
them by causing consumers to 
postpone orders as they wait for 
the subsidies to kick in.

More than a year’s worth 
of low-price imported panels 
sit in European warehouses 
awaiting installation, according 
to consultancy Rystad Energy 
and solar panel makers. Reuters 
could not independently verify 
that estimate.

That backlog could grow as 
Chinese capacity continues 
to expand, Rystad says: If all 
the plans Chinese fi rms have 
announced go ahead, China’s 
industry will be able to make twice 
as many panels as are expected to 
be installed worldwide in 2024, 
said Marius Mordal Bakke, senior 
analyst at Rystad.

Dresden-based Solarwatt is 
carrying six to nine months of 
stocks, up from around six weeks, 
its chief executive Detlef Neuhaus 
told Reuters in March.

The company laid off  around 
10% of its employees last 
year and says its local panel 
production is running at roughly 
one-third of capacity.

“This industry is so important 
for the future, we cannot 
allow that we are losing all our 
competence,” said Neuhaus.

Analysts say it’s not clear what 
support could actually help, 
because fi rms like Meyer Burger 
produce a fraction of the volumes 
made by those in China, or 
planned in the US.

“They are tiny, so they will 
always struggle with volume, 
not just to compete with Chinese 
producers but also with US 
producers,” said Eugen Perger, 
senior analyst at Research 
Partners AG. — Reuters

Greater geopolitical instability and a more extreme climate 
threaten to lead to more supply shocks in future, increasing the 
chances of global infl ation spiking up. 

Global supply chains often get disrupted because of geopolitical 
instability such as confl icts or trade disputes. Similarly, extreme 
weather events like hurricanes, droughts, or fl oods disrupt 
agricultural production and logistics. 

These disruptions generally lead to shortages of goods, driving up 
prices due to increased demand relative to supply.

Instability in key regions result in increased costs of production 
due to factors such as higher transportation costs, tariff s, or 
sanctions. Similarly, extreme weather events damage infrastructure 
or agricultural lands, leading to increased production costs. 

These increased costs are often passed on to consumers in the 
form of higher prices for goods and services.

“Over the longer-term, we expect infl ation to average around 2%, 
though this will include longer periods above target than was the 
norm post-fi nancial crisis,” according to Oxford Economics. 

After a period of exceptionally low and stable infl ation in the 2000s 
and 2010s, several factors –especially greater geopolitical instability 
and a more extreme climate – could lead to more supply shocks in the 
future. This increases the chances of infl ation spiking up.

“Whether infl ation will 
be generally higher or just 
more volatile will depend on 
the economic backdrop and 
how central banks respond. 
We expect higher policy 
rates on average, partly 
because domestic demand is 
unlikely to be as persistently 
weak as in the 2010s, so a 
repeat of the last decade’s 
private sector deleveraging 
and fi scal austerity seems 
unlikely,” Oxford Economics 
noted.

At the same time, 
the chances that strong 
demand will pose a risk of 
persistently high infl ation 

seem overblown. More spending on defence, the greening of the 
economy, and ageing doesn’t automatically mean bigger budget 
defi cits. 

But if they do rise, then policy rates would likely be higher to off set 
the eff ect.

Although deglobalisation could add to infl ationary pressures, 
analysts see this as a risk rather than an inevitability. Meanwhile, 
despite the recent strength of infl ation, real wage rises have generally 
lagged productivity growth since 2019.

Another factor that could add to infl ation overshoots is how fi rms 
respond to demand and supply shocks. It is possible they are now 
more inclined to raise prices. 

But the post-Covid lockdown resilience of demand to price hikes 
may have refl ected exceptional factors that won’t be repeated. 
Meanwhile, an AI-driven productivity boom, if it happens, would 
likely dampen infl ation, Oxford Economics says. 

Despite the severe post-pandemic infl ation overshoot, advanced 
economy central banks belatedly showed a resolute commitment to 
keeping longer-term infl ation expectations anchored. Aggressive 
hikes proved that central banks were prepared to risk recession to 
bring infl ation back to target. 

As a result of this and subsiding headline infl ation, long-term 
infl ation expectations have quickly fallen back. 

Although greater geopolitical instability and extreme climate 
events invariably contribute to infl ationary pressures, the actual 
impact will depend on a range of interconnected factors, including 
the severity and duration of disruptions, policy responses, and 
broader economic conditions.

That said, longer periods of above-target global infl ation may lead 
to more policy tightening in future.
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According 
to Oxford 
Economics, 
an AI-driven 
productivity 
boom, if it 
happens, would 
likely dampen 
infl ation

Losing hope of rescue, some 
Europe solar firms head to US
By Sarah McFarlane and 
Riham Alkousaa
Frieberg (Germany)

An employee works on a photovoltaic thermal energy module at the solar energy company Sunmaxx in 
Ottendorf-Okrilla near Dresden, Germany, last month. (Reuters)
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By the time Donald Trump took to 
the stage for his rally in Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, some of his most ardent 
supporters had spent the night in 

their cars amid frigid temperatures to see 
the man they hope to once again elect as 
president.

As Lee Greenwood’s God Bless the USA 
pumped from the speakers inside the 
convention center, the Republican former 
president-turned-candidate waved, 
swayed, clapped and blew kisses.

“Trump, Trump, Trump,” some in the 
crowd of 3,200 people chanted. A young 
couple held their baby aloft. A few people 
got teary.

Trump’s rallies are a defi ning feature 
of his presidential campaigns: all-day 
spectacles blending evangelical revivalist 
meeting and carnival, designed to deliver an 
emotional experience to his base and bring 
new backers into the fold, his campaign said.

In Trump’s third presidential campaign, a 
general election rematch against Democratic 
President Joe Biden on November 5, the 
meticulously planned marathons have re-
emerged as a central part of Trump’s bid to 
re-enter the White House.

The former reality TV star is intimately 
involved in the “look, feel and tone” of the 
rallies, including the music, selected from 
the personal playlist that Trump listens 
to during down time at his Mar-a-Lago 
Florida estate, said Justin Caporale, deputy 
campaign manager for operations.

“We are essentially producing rock 
concerts inside of a week, and we’re doing it 
multiple times a month,” Caporale said.

Trump has held 21 campaign rallies 
so far in 2024, including 11 in Iowa and 
New Hampshire during the Republican 
nominating presidential race, according to 
Election Central, a non-partisan group that 
tracks public appearances by presidential 
candidates.

That compares to 13 by mid-April in 
2020, when he was president, according to a 
Reuters analysis.

Biden’s re-election campaign has largely 
bypassed big rallies for smaller meetings 
with voters at venues such as churches and 
union halls.

Trump’s rally schedule this cycle has had 
to compete with his court appearances on 
criminal and civil charges. He spent this 
past week in a New York courtroom for the 
start of his hush money criminal trial, before 
heading to swing state North Carolina for a 
rally yesterday.

Reuters attended Trump’s Green Bay 
rally on April 2 and interviewed four dozen 
attendees who collectively liked going to 
the rallies, they said, because it felt like a 
community and they didn’t have to worry 
about being politically correct. They said 
they came because they love Trump and his 
rallies are fun.

The news agency also spoke to two 
campaign offi  cials, including Caporale, who 
described the strategy and stagecraft that 
go into creating an experience designed 
to excite the base and imbue a sense of 
belonging that bonds supporters to Trump 
and his populist message, with the aim of 
propelling him to a second term.

“These are people that are activists in our 

movement. They want the same thing we 
want — to get President Trump elected for 
the next four years,” said Brian Hughes, a 
senior campaign adviser.

Spectators
Sharon Anderson, 68, drove fi ve hours 

from her home in Tennessee to Indiana to 
meet up with fellow Trump supporter Mike 
Boatman, 56, before the two drove another 
eight hours to Wisconsin.

They slept in their rental car outside the 
convention centre to ensure they would be 
at the front of the line.

Anderson and Boatman are part of a 
group that calls itself the “Front Row Joes,” 
about 50 Trump supporters by their count, 
who they said take turns to be fi rst in line for 
every Trump rally.

This was Boatman’s 85th rally and 
Anderson’s 51st. In North Carolina in March 
2020, Trump’s son Eric pulled Anderson on 
stage so she could tell the crowd of 20,000 
why she loved the then-president.

“This is like family,” Anderson, a retired 
high school attendance clerk, said before 
the Green Bay rally. “You make new friends 
from all over the country. At every Trump 
rally you leave with hope for our future.”

As supporters waited for the doors 
to open, Duane Schwingel, 65, a Trump 
superfan wearing Uncle Sam regalia and 

carrying a microphone and boom box, 
sang songs extolling Trump and decrying 
socialists.

Wisconsin resident Vicki Lou Hanegraaf, 
62, who was attending her fi rst rally, said 
she expected the emotions she felt watching 
Trump walk across the White House lawn 
as president to swell up again. “Trump is a 
truth slayer,” she said. “He’s anointed with 
absolute truth, like gravity.”

Strategy
The Trump campaign uses the rallies to 

collect and analyse attendee data, in the 
hope of turning it into votes. People register 
with the campaign, providing email, cell 
phone number, zip code and state, in return 
for a text message which serves as a ticket.

After the rally, attendees are fl ooded 
with text messages, including fundraising 
appeals from Trump.

The rallies are also aimed at attracting 
free local and national media coverage, 
recruiting volunteers and getting local 
politicians and leaders to amplify Trump’s 
message, Hughes said.

As the campaign heats up, an increasing 
number of Trump’s rallies will be held in 
election battleground states like Wisconsin, 
Hughes said. Trump narrowly won 
Wisconsin in 2016, then narrowly lost it to 
Biden in 2020.

Stagecraft
The Green Bay event had been weeks in 

the making.
Trump’s advance team coordinated 

with the Secret Service and local law 
enforcement agencies to secure the 
convention centre.

They spent days working out parking 
for supporters, food trucks, access to 
restrooms, water, merchandise and 
entertainment.

Local contractors and volunteers helped 
decorate the stage with giant screens, red 
carpet and American fl ags.

As supporters streamed inside, campaign 
volunteers handed out “Make America 
Great Again” and “Fire Biden” signs.

Trump’s musical choices played 
over the loudspeakers: Elvis Presley’s 
Suspicious Minds, Jerry Lee Lewis’s Great 
Balls of Fire, The Who’s Pinball Wizard, 
along with the Village People’s YMCA, 
and The Music of the Night from The 
Phantom of the Opera.

Caporale said the Trump campaign has 
worked hard to refi ne and improve “an 
incredible and unique guest experience.”

After each rally, Trump’s team holds a 
post-mortem to discuss what worked and 
what should be improved for the next event.

Some of the stunts this year have been 
audacious.

As Trump’s Boeing 757 private jet came in 
to land for a rally at the Dayton International 
Airport in Ohio on March 16, a voice 
announced: “Trump Force One, you are 
cleared for landing.”

The theme music from the Top Gun 
movies struck up. The crowd went wild.

While the stagecraft is designed to 
entertain the crowd, it also reinforces 
Trump’s message that the country has 
gone to “hell” and that he along with his 
supporters must fi x it.

About two hours before Trump appeared 
on stage in Green Bay, speakers began 
whipping up the audience.

Mike Lindell, the MyPillow CEO, 
repeated the baseless conspiracy that the 
2020 election was stolen from Trump.

Tom Tiff any, a Wisconsin congressman, 
said Biden had given the country a “VIP 
program for illegal aliens, and you are the 
second-class citizens in America now, 
aren’t you?”

The event also struck a religious tone. 
During the invocation, Casey Carey, the 
pastor at CrossPoint Church in DePere, 
Wisconsin, said: “I ask you Lord to bless 
President Donald Trump.”

The crowd yelled “Amen!”

Speech
Trump began the speech suggesting he, 

not Biden, won Wisconsin in 2020 and 
repeated in his address the false claim that 
the 2020 presidential election was stolen 
from him. As the speech gathered in fury 
about the sorry state of America and the 
dark forces arrayed against Trump, it began 
to mimic a religious call-and-response 
session between a pastor and congregation.

He directed his harshest rhetoric towards 
immigrants in the country illegally from 
nations including Venezuela, the Congo, 
Somalia and Syria.

The crowd chanted: “Build the wall!”
He promised to carry out the “largest 

deportation in American history”.
The crowd roared.
Jennifer Mercieca, a Texas A&M 

University professor who has written a book 
on Trump’s rhetoric, said the exchanges 
represented mutual pledges of loyalty and 
protection: the crowd willing to suff er for 
Trump because they believe he suff ers for 
them, and staying loyal to Trump because 
he is loyal to them.

“It’s a potent combination,” she said, in 
terms of reaffi  rming the connection.

The Green Bay speech ran just about an 
hour, shorter than usual because Trump 
needed to fl y out before being snowed in.

Trump stayed away from some of the 
more incendiary language he’s used at 
previous rallies.

He was at times funny. But the bulk of his 
speech featured dystopian language, with 
Trump painting a picture of an America 
locked in a battle of good versus evil.

“2024 is our fi nal battle,” Trump said as 
the speech was winding up. “With you at 
my side, we will demolish the deep state, 
we will expel the warmongers, we will 
drive out the globalists, we will cast out the 
communists, Marxists and fascists, we will 
throw off  the sick political class that hates 
our country.”

Then he exited the stage to a Sam & Dave 
song - an R&B classic that is a new entrant 
to the Trump rally playlist.

The title: Hold On, I’m Comin — Reuters

COMMENT

Reuters examined 10 statements made by 

Republican presidential candidate Donald 

Trump at his rally in Green Bay, Wisconsin, 

on April 2. While Reuters monitored the 

58-minute speech in its entirety, the news 

agency did not examine opinions, rhetorical 

or direct questions, anonymous sourcing and 

information that could not be independently 

verified. The statements are listed in chrono-

logical order with the timestamps in Central 

Daylight Time (CDT).

Claim
17:09 CDT - Trump says he won Wisconsin 

by “a lot,” referring to the 2020 presidential 

election

What we know
This is false. Joe Biden won the state of 

Wisconsin in 2020 with 49.4% of the vote 

over Trump’s 48.8%. The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court declined to take up a case by Trump 

challenging the election results.

Claim
17:12 CDT - While talking about crime during 

the Biden administration, Trump says crime 

in Venezuela is down by 67%

What we know
The source of the 67% figure is unclear. A 

Trump spokesperson did not respond to a 

Reuters request for the data supporting the 

figure. According to the Venezuelan Violence 

Observatory, a Caracas-based research 

organisation, violent deaths declined 25% last 

year from 2022.

Claim
17:18 CDT - Trump repeats his false claim that 

the 2020 election was stolen or illegitimate 

(again at 17:37-17:39 and 17:45)

What we know
This is false. State governments, courts and 

members of Trump’s administration have 

repeatedly rejected the former president’s 

claims that the 2020 election was stolen.

Federal and state judges have dismissed 

more than 50 lawsuits alleging election fraud 

or other irregularities related to the 2020 

presidential election brought by Trump or his 

allies. Read more.

Claim
17:19 CDT - Trump quotes Hungarian Prime 

Minister Viktor Orban as saying, “The only 

way you’re going to clean up this world is if 

Trump becomes president again”

What we know
This is in line with past statements Hungary’s 

nationalist prime minister has made about 

Trump. Orban said in a meeting with the 

former president in Florida last month that 

only Trump could bring peace to Ukraine’s 

conflict with Russia.

“We need leaders in the world who are re-

spected and can bring peace. He is one of them! 

Come back and bring us peace, Mr President!” 

Orban said in a post on X after the meeting.

Claim
17:26 CDT - Trump says he built 571 miles of 

border wall. He did not specify which land 

border but since 2016 he has campaigned for 

a wall on the US-Mexico border

What we know
This is not accurate. The Trump administra-

tion completed around 458 miles of barrier 

along the US-Mexico border according to US 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) data.

The majority were barriers that were built 

during previous administrations and replaced 

during Trump’s tenure. In areas where no 

structures existed prior to Trump taking 

off ice in January 2017, his administration con-

structed a total of 52 miles of primary wall.

A January 2021 CBP report obtained by Fact-

check.org shows 33 miles of new secondary 

wall were built during Trump’s tenure.

Claim
17:27 CDT - Trump says illegal immigration 

into the US fell to its lowest point “in history” 

during his presidency

What we know
This is mostly true, based on available gov-

ernment data.

During Trump’s administration, the number of 

apprehensions by the US Border Patrol at the 

southwest border (an indicator of attempts of 

illegal border crossings) for a single month fell 

to their lowest point on record in April 2017, 

according to monthly CBP data that goes back 

to fiscal year 2000. CBP has yearly data for na-

tionwide apprehensions by all land, air and sea 

routes since fiscal year 1925. Going by these 

figures, Trump’s aren’t the lowest on record 

but they are the lowest in over four decades. 

In fiscal year 1971, during Richard Nixon’s 

administration, total apprehensions dipped to 

302,517, which is below Trump’s lowest tally of 

310,531 in fiscal year 2017.

Claim
17:30 CDT - Trump says wages rose during 

his presidency without any inflation

What we know
Nationwide wages rose 3.1% during Trump’s 

presidency, based on the US Bureau of Labor 

Statistics’ Employment Cost Index inflation-

adjusted constant dollar estimates. Inflation 

was not at zero, but it was lower than during 

the Biden administration.

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) during the 

Trump administration varied from a high 

of 2.9% in July 2018 to a low of 0.2% in May 

2020, during the Covid-19 pandemic’s first 

wave. It is true that inflation significantly in-

creased during Biden’s tenure; it stood at 1.4% 

when he took off ice and rose to 9% in June 

2022, following the outbreak of the war in 

Ukraine. Inflation rates have remained below 

3.6% since October 2023.

Claim
17:34 CDT - The US has more oil and gas than 

any country in the world

What we know
Venezuela has the largest proven crude oil 

reserves as of 2023, according to the US Energy 

Information Administration (EIA) while Russia 

has the largest natural gas reserves, per the 

International Energy Agency. As for recoverable 

oil resources, the expected amounts in existing 

fields, Saudi Arabia leads the way followed by 

the US and Russia, according to a 2023 report 

by oil analysts Rystad Energy. In terms of 

production, the US became the world’s largest 

crude oil producer in 2018 during Trump’s 

presidency and has remained the top producer 

since. The US is also the top producer of natural 

gas. Since 2017, US natural gas exports have 

exceeded imports. The latest rankings available 

(2022) from the EIA show the US produces 

more energy from petroleum and other 

liquids than any other country. The US oil and 

gas industry has also boomed under Biden’s 

presidency by almost all metrics, even if he has 

pushed to transition the economy toward a 

greener future, hitting record levels of crude oil 

production in 2023. Read more.

Claim
17:36-17:37 CDT - While talking about im-

migration, Trump says that under the Biden 

administration, the US has taken in “at least 

15mn people”

What we know
It’s not clear what Trump meant by the US 

having “taken in” 15mn people. While it is true 

that the number of encounters reported by 

the CBP at the US-Mexico border reached 

record levels during the Biden administration, 

it isn’t 15mn. CBP data compiled between 

January 2021 and February 2024 show 

7,522,711 encounters at the southwest land 

border. In terms of nationwide encounters, 

CBP registered 9,139,037 encounters between 

January 2021 and February 2024. Encounter 

figures include data for Title 8 apprehensions 

and inadmissibles. This policy grants some 

migrants the chance to seek asylum in the 

US or be processed for deportation. Between 

March 2020 and May 2023, encounters also 

included expulsions under the now-expired 

Title 42, a Covid-era restriction that allowed 

border agents to quickly expel migrants 

without allowing them to seek asylum.

Claim
17:50-17:51 CDT - Trump says he was the first 

president in decades who started no new wars

What we know
Defining wars can be diff icult. If we consider 

the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Gulf 

War, the war in Afghanistan and the Iraq 

War, Trump joins former presidents Barack 

Obama, Bill Clinton, Ronald Reagan, Jimmy 

Carter, Gerald Ford, Richard Nixon, John F 

Kennedy and Dwight D Eisenhower in not 

having off icially brought the US into a new 

war since 1945. Trump’s tenure, however, did 

involve military hostilities overseas and the 

threat of new ones. The Pentagon said Trump 

ordered a 2020 drone strike in Iraq that killed 

Iranian General Qassem Soleimani, triggering 

Iranian retaliation that threatened to spiral into 

open conflict, but did not. The United States 

in 2017 launched a missile attack on a Syrian 

army airbase, marking an escalation of the US 

military’s role in Syria. Trump threatened to 

“totally destroy” North Korea in 2017 but even-

tually de-escalated tension with Pyongyang.

A Trump spokesperson did not respond to 

several requests for comment about the 

statements examined.

• This article was produced by the Reuters 

Fact Check team.

Fact Check: Trump’s Wisconsin rally speech examined
By Christina Anagnostopoulos, Sofia 
Paredes and Seana Davis
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Deconstructing the spectacle and 
stagecraft of a Donald Trump rally
By Tim Reid and Nathan Layne
Green Bay (Wisconsin)

Republican presidential candidate and former US President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally in Green Bay, Wisconsin. (Reuters)

A supporter of the Republican presidential candidate waits in 
a parking lot ahead of a campaign rally in Wilmington, North 
Carolina, yesterday.  (Reuters)

A supporter of Donald Trump holds up a child during a campaign 
rally in Green Bay, Wisconsin.  (Reuters)
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QATAR

Several prominent Qatari innovators 
and entrepreneurs will be featured 
as speakers and panellists at the In-

novation by Design Summit at Msheireb 
Downtown Doha (MDD)’s Doha Design 
District on April 24.

The summit will explore various aspects 
of design and its impact on society, with 
sessions covering topics such as biophilic 
design, sustainable materials, artifi cial 
intelligence (AI) in content creation and 
business, circular design, immersive mu-
seum experiences, and the potential for a 

global Middle Eastern design language.
The event, being hosted by Msheireb 

Properties and Fast Company Middle East, 
will also delve into the role of urban plan-
ning in creating people-centric cities, the 
interplay between technology and creativ-
ity, and the importance of designing for 
the experience economy and Gen Z.

Notable Qatari speakers will include de-
signer Abdulrahman al-Muftah, composer 
and songwriter Dana Alfardan, Msheireb 
Museums exhibitions and programmes 
manager Fahad al-Turky, entrepreneur 
and comedian Hamad al-Amari, Snoonu 
founder and chief executive Hamad Mu-
barak al-Hajri, Qatar Scientifi c Club head 
of robotics and AI Mohamed al-Qassabi, 
Ibtechar founding partner and chief ex-
ecutive Nayef al-Ibrahim, and Museum of 
Islamic Art director Shaika al-Nassr.

Their participation will highlight the 
growing infl uence and contributions of 
Qatari innovators in the global design 
landscape.

Msheireb Properties senior director of 
corporate communications, Dr Hafi z Ali 
Abdullah, said: “Design has the power to 
change the world. By bringing together 
brilliant minds from Qatar and around the 
world, we want to inspire and empower 
the next generation of designers and in-
novators to create solutions that positively 
impact our communities and the planet.”

Ibtechar founding partner and chief ex-
ecutive al-Ibrahim shared his thoughts on 
the role of technology in creativity: “As we 
navigate the rapidly evolving landscape of 
design and innovation, it is crucial to rec-
ognise the potential of technology as a tool 
for empowerment.”

“By harnessing the power of AI and oth-
er emerging technologies, we can push the 
boundaries of creativity and develop so-
lutions that address the challenges of our 
time,” the engineer said.

The Innovation by Design Summit will 
culminate with the launch of the Msheireb 
Award for Innovation in Design, a global 
initiative celebrating exemplary design-
driven solutions across four categories: 
human-centred design, sustainable de-
sign, technology-powered design, and 
lifestyle and luxury design.

The award was created to champion 
design thinking as a catalyst for positive 
change, off ering a platform for ideas that 
address individual, community, and global 
challenges.

Qatari talent to 
be showcased at 
Innovation by 
Design Summit

Abdulrahman al-Muftah

Dana Alfardan

Fahad al-Turky

Hamad al-Amari

Hamad Mubarak al-Hajri

Mohamed al-Qassabi

Nayef al-Ibrahim

Shaika al-Nassr

7th edition of Coffee, 
Tea and Chocolate 
Festival concludes
The 7th edition of ‘Coff ee, Tea and Chocolate 
Festival’ concluded at the Old Doha Port yesterday. 
The 10-day event hosted more than 50 companies 
off ering an array of popular and signature 
beverages and sweets and transformed the popular 
venue into a hub of gastronomic delight and 
entertainment. PICTURES: Thajudheen
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