
Amir holds phone 
call with Senegal
president-elect

Google to delete 
incognito search 
data to end suit

Austria fears ‘Russian
infi ltration’

Qatar condemns 
Damascus attack

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
held yesterday a telephone 
conversation with Bassirou 
Diomaye Faye during which His 
Highness the Amir congratulated 
him on winning the presidential 
elections in the Republic of 
Senegal, wishing him success 
and the Senegalese people 
prosperity and welfare. (QNA)

Google has agreed to delete 
a vast trove of search data 
to settle a suit that it tracked 
millions of US users who 
thought they were browsing 
the Internet privately. If a 
proposed settlement filed in 
San Francisco federal court is 
approved by a judge, Google 
must “delete and/or remediate 
billions of data records” linked 
to people using the Chrome 
browser’s incognito mode. “This 
settlement is an historic step in 
requiring dominant technology 
companies to be honest in their 
representations to users about 
how the companies collect and 
employ user data, and to delete 
and remediate data collected,” 
lawyer David Boies said in the 
filing.

Austria’s Chancellor said there 
was a need for heightened 
security in the Alpine country, 
after a former Austrian 
intelligence off icer was 
arrested on suspicion of spying 
for Russia. Chancellor Karl 
Nehammer called a National 
Security Council meeting for 
April 9 to “assess and clarify 
the security situation” following 
these “serious accusations”. 
“We must prevent Russian spy 
networks from threatening 
our country by infiltrating or 
exploiting political parties or 
networks,” Nehammer said.

Qatar voiced strong 
condemnation of the attack 
that targeted the Iranian 
consulate in  Damascus and 
considered it a blatant violation 
of international agreements 
and charters, and diplomatic 
norms that criminalise attacks 
on diplomatic missions 
headquarters. The Ministry of 
Foreign Aff airs aff irmed Qatar’s 
total rejection of targeting 
of diplomatic and consular 
missions, and the necessity 
of providing protection for 
their employees under the 
rules of international law; and 
renewed the state’s firm position 
rejecting violence and terrorism, 
regardless of the motives and 
reasons. The ministry expressed 
Qatar’s condolences to families 
of the victims, and to the 
government and people of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, wishing 
the injured a speedy recovery. 
(QNA)
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Prayer times

Fasting times

O mankind! Eat of that which 
is lawful and good on the 
earth, and follow not the 
footsteps of Shaitan (Satan). 
Verily, he is to you an open 
enemy. (Qur’an 2: 168)

Iftar today ............................ 5.54pm
Imsak tomorrow................3.55am

Fajr....4.07;   Zuhr....11.38;  Asr....3.06; 
Maghrib.....5.54;   Isha.....7.24

    RAMADAN THOUGHT

Steps to boost
real estate
sector soon

Offi  cials of Qatar Chamber 
and Real Estate Regula-
tory Authority have held 

a meeting to address some of the 
most prominent challenges fac-
ing the real estate sector and dis-
cussed ways to solve them through 
fostering co-operation between 
both parties.

The meeting was held in the 
presence of Real Estate Regula-
tory Authority chairman Khalid 
Ahmed Saleh Ahmed al-Obaidli, 
Qatar Chamber chairman Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Jassim al-Thani, and 
fi rst vice-chairman Mohamed bin 
Towar al-Kuwari.

Also present at the meet-
ing were several Qatar Chamber 
board members, including the 
chamber’s Real Estate Commit-
tee chairman, Abdulrahman bin 
Abduljaleel al-Abdulghani, act-
ing general manager Ali Saeed bu 
Sherbak al-Mansouri, and several 
Qatari businessmen.

Al-Obaidli revealed that the 
authority will soon launch several 
initiatives in collaboration with 
relevant entities to boost the real 
estate sector in addition to plans 
to enhance the legislative frame-
work, emphasising the authority’s 
commitment to being a catalyst 
and partner for the private sector 
in this regard.

Sheikh Khalifa said the Qatari 
real estate sector has witnessed 
signifi cant development in recent 

years, citing leading legislation 
and the state’s substantial invest-
ments in infrastructure projects. 
He emphasised that this has led 
to an increased contribution of 
this vital sector to the national 
economy.

Sheikh Khalifa also noted that 
projects being implemented under 
the Qatar National Vision 2030 
provide additional opportunities 
for the development of the coun-
try’s real estate market with genu-
ine participation from the private 
sector, adding that the real estate 
sector is currently facing many 
challenges that require combined 
eff orts to resolve.

For his part, al-Obaidli empha-
sised the authority’s keenness to 
learn about the challenges facing 
businessmen and investors in the 
sector. He noted Qatar has im-
plemented mega projects within 
a short timeframe to host inter-
national events like the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup, affi  rming that this 
has helped accelerate the sector’s 
growth.

He underscored the authority’s 
commitment to intensify discus-
sions with all relevant bodies be-
fore enacting legislation and laws. 
Elaborating on its roles, he said 
the authority aims to organise 
and stimulate the real estate sec-
tor, foster private sector growth, 
remove obstacles, and streamline 
procedures. To Page 11

The meeting was held in the presence of Real Estate Regulatory 
Authority chairman Khalid Ahmed Saleh Ahmed al-Obaidli, Qatar 
Chamber chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim al-Thani, and first 
vice-chairman Mohamed bin Towar al-Kuwari.

Qatar Chamber, Real Estate Regulatory Qatar Chamber, Real Estate Regulatory 
Authority review challengesAuthority review challenges

AFP
Damascus

Israeli air strikes destroyed the 
Iranian embassy’s consular 
annex in Damascus yesterday, 
Syrian and Iranian off icials 
said, with a top Revolutionary 
Guards commander among 
eight reported to have been 
killed amid worsening regional 
tensions.
Israel said it would not comment 
on the reported attack, but 
Iranian off icials vowed a stiff  
response with fears of even 
further violence between Israel 
and Iran’s allies triggered by the 
Gaza war.
Britain-based war monitor the 
Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights said eight people, 
including several Guards 
members, were killed when 
“Israeli missiles...destroyed the 
building of an annex to the 
Iranian embassy”.
Iran’s ambassador to Syria, 
Hossein Akbari, said the attack 
was carried out by F35 fighter 
jets” which fired six missiles at 
the building.
Syria’s defence ministry said 
“the attack destroyed the entire 
building, killing and injuring 
everyone inside, and work is 

underway to recover the bodies 
and rescue the wounded from 
under the rubble”.
Iranian state TV said among 
those killed was a senior 
commander of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps’ 
foreign operations arm, the 
Quds Force, Brigadier General 
Mohamed Reza Zahedi.
The Observatory said it had 
“confirmed the killing of a high-
ranking leader who served as 
the leader of the Quds Force for 
Syria and Lebanon, two Iranian 

advisors, and five members 
of the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards”.
The targeted building is next to 
the Iranian embassy.
Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian called for 
a “serious response by the 
international community”.
The Damascus strike came three 
days after the Observatory 
reported Israeli strikes that 
had killed 53 people in Syria, 
including 38 soldiers and seven 
members of Hezbollah.

Israeli strike destroys Iran consulate
in Syria, kills Guards commander

Smoke rises after the Israeli strike on a building close to the Iranian 
embassy in Damascus, yesterday.

Israel move to shut down
Al Jazeera ‘concerning’: US
Reuters
Washington/Jerusalem

White House spokesper-
son Karine Jean-Pierre 
said yesterday if re-

ports are true that Israel is trying 
to shut down the news network 
Al Jazeera, it would be “concern-
ing”.

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu revived moves yes-
terday to shutter Qatari satellite 
television station Al Jazeera in 
Israel, pledging to take “immedi-
ate action” to close the station’s 
local offi  ce while the war in Gaza 
continues.

The Knesset has approved the 

bill allowing the temporary clo-
sure in Israel of foreign broad-
casters considered to be a threat 
to national security.

The law approved would al-
low Netanyahu and the security 
cabinet to shut the station for a 
period of 45 days, which would 
be renewable, and would stay in 
force until the end of July or until 
the end of major military opera-
tions in Gaza.

Al Jazeera, which has been 
fi ercely critical of Israel’s mili-
tary operation in Gaza, from 
where it has reported around the 
clock, has previously accused 
Israel of systematically targeting 
its offi  ces and personnel.

Communications Minister 

Shlomo Karai accused Al Jazeera 
of encouraging hostilities 
against Israel. “It is impossible 
to tolerate a media outlet, with 
press credentials from the gov-
ernment press offi  ce and with 
offi  ces in Israel, acting from 
within against us, certainly in 
wartime,” he said.

However, the move to allow 
the government to close down 
the local offi  ces of foreign me-
dia groups drew concern from 
the United States, Israel’s main 
ally, which said it was critical to 
maintain freedom of the press.

Doha has mediated ceasefi re 
negotiations under which Israel 
recovered some of those taken 
hostage.

Arab genetics research 
in autism goes global

Sidra Medicine, a mem-
ber of Qatar Foundation, is 
celebrating the impact of 

its long-standing initiative, the 
Baraka-Qatar study (Building a 
Resource for the Advancement of 
Knowledge of Autism in Qatar) 
on World Autism Awareness Day, 
marked on April 2 annually. 

The study, which has been at the 
forefront of Autism Spectrum Dis-
order (ASD) research in the region 
for several years and published its 
pilot phase in the prestigious Ge-
nome Medicine journal, has not 
only enhanced the understanding 
of ASD within the Arab world but 
has also pushed Middle Eastern 
genetics onto the global stage.

Despite its global prevalence, 
the comprehension of ASD’s ge-
netic origins in the Arab world is 
historically limited. The Baraka 
study, conceived and conducted 
by Sidra Medicine in Qatar, shat-
tered these boundaries, focusing 
on Middle Eastern genetics and 
their implications for ASD.

Dr Khalid Fakhro, chief research 
offi  cer at Sidra Medicine said: 
“The Baraka study signifi cantly 

elevates ASD research from the 
GCC countries to the global stage. 
Its fi ndings have not only im-
proved our understanding of ASD 
genetics within Middle Eastern 
populations, but have also con-
tributed invaluable insights to the 
wider ASD scientifi c community 
around the world.”

Conducted in academic collabo-
ration with the Hospital for Sick 
Children (SickKids) in Toronto, 
Canada, the study renders Mid-
dle Eastern genetics accessible and 
comprehensible on an international 
scale. To Page 2

Dr Madeeha Kamal and Dr Khalid 
Fakhro.

Israeli troops exit Gaza’s Shifa 
Hospital, leaving rubble, bodies

Israeli forces left Al-Shifa 
Hospital in Gaza City yes-
terday after a two-week op-

eration by special forces, leaving 
behind a wasteland of destroyed 
buildings.

With access to Gaza’s biggest 
hospital severely restricted, the 
Israeli and Palestinian versions 
diff ered sharply.

Palestinian offi  cials called the 
raid on a hospital treating se-
verely wounded patients a war 
crime, while Israeli offi  cials said 
special forces units conducted a 
targeted strike against a Hamas 
stronghold deliberately located 
among vulnerable civilians.

Thousands of Palestinians - 
6,200 according to the Israeli 
military - had been sheltering in 
the complex.

Ismail al-Thawabta, direc-
tor of the Hamas-run Gaza me-
dia offi  ce, said Israeli forces had 
killed 400 Palestinians in and 

around the hospital including a 
woman doctor and her son, also 
a doctor, and put the facility out 
of action.

Unverifi ed footage on social 
media showed corpses, some 
covered in dirty blankets, scat-
tered around the charred hulk of 
the hospital, many of whose out-
er walls were missing. It showed 
ground heavily ploughed up, 
and numerous buildings outside 

the facility fl attened or burned 
down.

Meanwhile, in Egypt, media-
tors held talks with Israeli offi  -
cials in a bid to bridge gaps be-
tween the positions of Hamas 
and Israel over reaching a cease-
fi re.

But a Palestinian offi  cial close 
to the mediation eff ort told Reu-
ters: “There has been no sign of a 
breakthrough.” (Reuters)

Palestinians inspect the damage at Gaza’s Al-Shifa hospital after the 
Israeli military withdrew from the complex yesterday.

No headway 
in Cairo talks
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Off icial Spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, Dr Majed bin Mohamed al-Ansari, met with the 
visiting Special Representative of Japan’s government and Special Envoy for the Middle East Peace, 
Uemura Tsukasa. The meeting discussed bilateral relations, the latest developments in the situation in 
Gaza and the occupied Palestinian territories, and the seriousness of the humanitarian situation there.
The two parties also discussed the importance of accelerating and ensuring the continuity of aid entry 
into the Gaza Strip and co-ordinating international eff orts to support mediation eff orts. Additionally, they 
discussed regional security developments in the Middle East. Japanese ambassador to Qatar, Satoshi 
Maeda, attended the meeting. (QNA)

Al-Ansari meets Japan’s special envoy

Chairperson of the African Union Commission Moussa Faki received the credentials of Saad bin Mubarak 
al-Nuaimi as Qatar’s ambassador and representative to the African Union. Faki wished the ambassador 
success in performing his duties, and bilateral relations further progress and development. (QNA)

Chairperson of African Union Commission 
receives credentials of Qatar’s ambassador

Shura Council extends support for 
advancement of tourism economy
QNA
Doha

The Shura Council held its 
weekly meeting yesterday, 
under the chairpersonship of 

its Speaker HE Hassan bin Abdul-
lah al-Ghanem. At the outset of the 
meeting, HE the Secretary-General 
of Shura Council Nayef bin Mo-
hamed al-Mahmoud read out the 
session’s agenda, and the minutes of 
the previous session were approved.

During the session, the council 
reviewed the report of its Financial 
and Economic Aff airs Committee 
on the request for general discussion 
submitted by members of the coun-
cil, in regard to developing the tour-
ism economy and studying possible 
solutions that lead to its develop-
ment and advancement.

In the context of discussing the 
report, HE al-Ghanem pointed out 
that tourism has become a self-
contained industry, as it constitutes 
a complex economy in which the 
public and private sectors interact to 
create an integrated tourism experi-
ence.

He highlighted the country’s 
keenness to advance the tourism 
sector and support it with the aim 
of diversifying sources of national 
income, pointing out — in the same 
context, the role of the Shura Coun-
cil in supporting the country’s ef-
forts to advance this important sec-
tor. 

As he reviewed the report, the 
Head of the Financial and Economic 
Aff airs Committee Mohamed bin 
Youssef al-Mana noted that, the 
meetings held by the committee to 

discuss the issue, by inviting sev-
eral offi  cials from the concerned 
authorities, in addition to the mem-
bers of the committee discussing the 
responses received from those au-
thorities regarding the committee’s 
proposal.

He stressed the tourism industry 
must be a sustainable industry that 
does not end with the end of the 
activities during specifi c periods, 
in line with Qatar National Vision 
2030 and its third pillar of economic 
development. He also emphasised 
the great competitiveness that Qa-
tar enjoys in tourism attractions, 
stressing the need to invest in this 
advantage in order to achieve its sus-
tainability.

After extensive discussions of the 
report’s outcome, and the exchange 
of views and opinions in its regard, 
the council decided to submit a pro-

posal to the esteemed Cabinet on the 
aforementioned topic.

The proposal included several vi-
sions that would contribute to the 
development of the tourism sector 
as well as the involvement of the 
public and private sectors in sup-
porting and promoting it. 

The visions included emphasising 
that the targeted tourism be com-
patible with the values, customs and 
traditions of the Qatari society, de-
rived from the Islamic law. 

The proposal also called for sup-
porting private sector initiatives in 
establishing tourism projects, to 
encourage domestic tourism, and 
to provide the necessary support 
to Qatar Tourism, with the aim of 
building sustainable tourism, as 
well as to create a mechanism for the 
visa system according to easy and 
quick procedures, and develop en-

try procedures through land, air and 
sea ports, to be more fl exible. The 
proposal stressed the need for Qa-
tar Tourism to improve the invest-
ment environment for the tourism 
sector, pointing out the importance 
pre-preparing and promoting pro-
grammes for annual tourism events, 
in accordance with the religious val-
ues as well as the customs and tradi-
tions of the Qatari society. 

As the session continued, the 
council was informed of the es-
teemed Cabinet’s response to the 
proposal submitted by the council 
regarding the violations of some 
individuals and companies and 
their impact on the wild environ-
ment, after which the council took 
the appropriate decision in their 
regard.

On the other hand, the council 
reviewed the report on the partici-

pation of its delegation of Arab Par-
liament members in the Arab Par-
liament session on the Palestinian 
cause, which was held in December 
2023, under the slogan ‘Supporting 
Palestine and Gaza.’ As he presented 
the report, member of Shura Council 
and member of Arab Parliament Sa-
lem bin Rashid al-Meraikhi pointed 
out that the Arab Parliament issued 
a statement at the conclusion of the 
session, in which it affi  rmed its fi rm 
position towards the Palestinian 
cause. He praised the resistance and 
national struggle of the Palestinian 
people to end the occupation.

The report’s statement called for 
working by all means to achieve a 
ceasefi re and stop the genocide and 
ethnic cleansing against Palestin-
ians. The council also reviewed the 
report of the participation of mem-
bers of Shura Council Abdulla bin 

Jaber al-Lebdah and Mubarak bin 
Mohamed al-Kuwari in the 5th ex-
traordinary Meeting of Permanent 
Committee on Palestine at the Par-
liamentary Union of the Organisa-
tion of Islamic Co-operation (OIC), 
and the fi rst meeting of the Palestine 
Committee of the Asian Parliamen-
tary Assembly (APA), which were 
held in Tehran in January 2024. 

During the presentation of the 
report, al-Kuwari indicated that 
the two meetings addressed the 
situation in the Gaza Strip, the 
suffering that the brotherly Pal-
estinian people have been sub-
jected to as a result of the con-
tinuing aggression committed 
by the Israeli occupation forces 
against the Strip, and ways to 
mobilise parliamentary efforts to 
support the brotherly Palestinian 
people.

The Shura Council in session.

Bosnian community in Qatar provides 
Iftar meals to over 1,100 workers

The Bosnian community in 
Qatar has provided Iftar 
meals to over 1,100 workers 

in the Abu Nakhlah area in collabo-
ration with Wa’hab, a local compa-
ny committed to minimising food 
wastage, a statement said.  

The community also distributed 
40 Ramadan packages at a labour 
camp in the industrial area. Vahid 
Suljic, project manager of the Bos-
nian community, emphasised the 
signifi cance of volunteering and 

communal good. “There are a mil-
lion reasons why we should help 
one another. It’s beyond amaz-
ing when people from all diff erent 
walks of life come together for a 
noble cause,” he said. Community 
member Seid Halilcevic stressed 
the importance of involving chil-
dren in such activities to teach 
them the value of communal good 
and the belief in things larger than 
themselves, essential traits in to-
day’s world.

“Ramadan is a month of bless-
ings. We want to share the blessings 
we have received with our brothers 
who are in need,” said Adin Omer-
agic. Senad highlighted the impor-
tance of serving not only during 
Ramadan but throughout the year. 
“If we all pitch in, we’d be able to 
help more deserving people. Hope-
fully, we will remember those peo-
ple in our prayers and do our best to 
assist them not only during Ram-
adan but all year.”

Qatar hosts Gulf Housing Week in May

QNA
Doha

Qatar will host the 2nd edi-
tion of the Gulf Housing 
Week, scheduled to be held 

from May 13-16 at the Qatar Na-
tional Convention Centre (QNCC). 
In a statement, the Ministry of 
Social Development and Family 
said that this event is an important 
platform for government entities 
and agencies across the GCC region 
to meet and exchange visions and 
ideas, and chart an advanced path 
to achieve sustainable social devel-
opment and family well-being.

The ministry indicated that the 
Gulf Housing Week is a signifi cant 

pivotal forum for dialogue and co-
operation between the main par-
ties, decision and policymakers, 
housing sector experts, and in-
novators from the GCC countries, 
in addition to addressing relevant 
issues and researching and explor-
ing innovative solutions aimed at 
promoting comprehensive growth 
and prosperity in the region, with 
full attention and focus on housing 
and community well-being.

In turn, Assistant Undersecre-
tary for Social Development Af-
fairs Fahd Mohamed al-Khayarin 
stressed the Ministry of Social De-
velopment and Family’s commit-
ment to promoting social develop-
ment and family well-being, noting 
that the Gulf Housing Week will see 

a review of joint eff orts to address 
the challenges facing the housing 
sector, as well as promoting the 
process of sustainable urbanisation 
and development. Al-Khayarin said 
that they aspire, through meaning-
ful and constructive dialogue, to 
chart a clear path towards a brighter 
future for the societies, character-
ised by fl exibility, prosperity, and 
well-being. He added that the Gulf 
Housing Week will host a variety of 
sessions, panels, and workshops, 
and will provide attendees with an 
exceptional opportunity to par-
ticipate in a meaningful dialogue to 
enhance co-operation and partici-
pation, which contributes directly 
to the process of sustainable devel-
opment.

Arab genetics research in autism goes global
From Page 1

This was made possible 
through SickKids’s partnership 
with the Autism Speaks’ MSSNG 
Whole Genome Sequencing 
Project (MSSNG), an innovative 
open-science based collabora-
tion platform between Autism 
Speaks, Google, and the research 
community. 

Dr Fakhro also noted that 
around 350 families, totalling ap-
proximately 1,500 participants, 
have been enrolled from Qatar. He 
added: “Our collaboration with 
SickKids and MSSNG have as-
sisted us in designing the Baraka 
study to international standards, 

using shared models and analysis 
pipelines across our respective 
groups. Over the years, we have 
ensured that a number of trainees 
and sub-projects benefi ted from 
this joint mentorship. We contin-
ue to increase the size of our co-
hort to capture more individuals 
living with ASD in Qatar, which 
will aid in understanding under-
lying causes and development of 
personalised interventions in the 
future.”

Dr Madeeha Kamal, senior at-
tending paediatrician at Sidra 
Medicine, stated: “Understand-
ing that there are specifi c muta-
tions associated with autism al-
lows us to gain a deeper view of 

the variations among children 
with this condition. Some chil-
dren are high-functioning, while 
others are low-functioning. We 
found more mutations in our 
study than any other research 
conducted globally which will aid 
us in learning more about each 
individual patient.” 

Dr Stephen Scherer, chief of 
research at SickKids said: “Inter-
national research collaborations 
are essential to building a more 
fulsome picture of ASD. Only by 
collecting more data, from people 
all over the world, can we more 
completely understand the ge-
nomic architecture underpinning 
autism.”



As part of its Ramadan 
campaign “Endless 
Giving”, Qatar Charity 

(QC) will launch tomorrow, 
Wednesday, a three-day ‘27th Night 
Challenge’, which is considered 
to be the largest fundraising event 
on YouTube. It aims to raise QR 50 
million to build Al Hayah City, the 
world’s largest multi-service city 
for orphans.

The ‘27th Night Challenge’ 
event will take place in the Wisdom 
Square at the Katara Cultural 
Village, with the participation 
of social media influencers, 
who are Abdulla AlGhafri, Dr. 
Abdulrahman Al-Harami, and 
Mohamad Adnan. It will start 
on Wednesday (the 25th night of 
Ramadan) and will end on Friday 
(the 27th night of Ramadan) at 
midnight.

The challenge comes during 
the last ten days of Ramadan, 
which are the most auspicious 
nights, reflecting Qatar Charity’s 
commitment to raising awareness 
about humanitarian issues and 
mobilizing support for qualitative 
charitable projects, including those 
dedicated to orphans, through a 
group of influencers and digital 
platforms. 

Mr. Ahmad Yousef Fakhroo, 
CEO’s assistant for the Resources 
Development and Media sector, 
urged benefactors in Qatar, 
including companies, individuals, 
and organizations, to compete 
in goodness and acts of charity 
in order to reap the abundant 
rewards of Ramadan’s auspicious 
nights. 

He encouraged them to 
contribute to constructing the 
world’s largest multi-service city 
for orphans through the ‘27th 

Night Challenge’, aiming to build a 
bright future for them and enhance 
their abilities to become agents of 
progress and development in their 

communities and countries.

He also prayed to Allah to 
accept the donors’ efforts during 
these blessed nights, increase their 

rewards, and bless them with 
the Prophet’s companionship in 
paradise.

The event will feature a photo 
exhibition showcasing orphans, 
alongside participation from 
several cafes in the challenge. The 
proceeds from their sales will go 
towards the challenge.

It is worth mentioning that 
the city will be a residential 
educational city for orphans. It is to 
be established by Qatar Charity in 
Istanbul, Turkiye, providing basic 
education for 2000 orphaned 
students, including 1200 resident 
orphans from various countries 
around the world, as well as 800 
non-resident orphans who will 
benefit from its diverse educational 
and health services.

The city aims to provide a 
social educational environment 
dedicated to caring for orphans 
by offering the necessary support 
to ensure essential services, 

especially education. It seeks to 
facilitate learning under favorable 
conditions, and to provide services 
that help in developing the 
capabilities, talents, skills of young 
people and adolescents. 

The city will span over 88,000 
square meters. It will have a 
school, student dormitories, a 
dining hall, workshop and training 
buildings, indoor and outdoor 
sports facilities, a swimming pool, 
a mosque, a garden, and green 
spaces, as well as administrative, 
guest, and reception buildings and 
a big meeting hall.

How to Donate  

People can donate through Qatar 
Charity’s website to build the 
world’s largest orphan city and 
provide a dignified life for them. 

To make donations, a “Home 
Collector” can be requested 
through the app (qch.qa/appen), 
in addition to dialing 44920000 
for this purpose. Furthermore, 
benefactors can donate at Qatar 
Charity’s branches, as well as at its 
collection points in the commercial 
complexes.
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Qatar Charity to launch ‘27th Night Challenge’ 
to build largest city for orphans

Qatar Charity 
aims to raise 

QR 50 million to 
build Al Hayah 

City, the world’s 
largest multi-

service city for 
orphans.
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MoPH, partners participate in World Autism Awareness Day

The Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH), Hamad Medical Corpo-
ration (HMC) and Primary Health 

Care Corporation (PHCC) are participat-
ing in observing the World Autism Spec-
trum Disorder Awareness Day, which falls 
on April 2.

Qatar has played an important role in 
raising awareness of autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD) at the international level. 
In 2007, Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint 
Nasser supported the campaign calling for 
World Autism Awareness Day during the 
62nd session of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, which was unanimously 
approved by all United Nations Member 
States. 

MoPH and its partners are organis-
ing many awareness events aimed at en-
hancing understanding, acceptance, and 
communication among all participants 
through activities, focusing on supporting 
people with autism, creating a positive and 
supportive atmosphere for families with 
children with autism. MoPH’s headquar-
ters and several health facilities will be lit in 
blue during the event. 

Sheikh Dr Mohamed bin Hamad al-
Thani, director of the Non-Communicable 
Diseases Prevention Programmes Depart-
ment, MoPH, said that strengthening 
co-operation between the health sector 

and the authorities concerned in Qatar 
contributes to improving the quality of 
services provided to people with autism, 
and increasing accessibility, inclusion, and 
support for services dedicated to them.

He added that MoPH pays special atten-
tion to people with ASD, as the ministry is 
keen to co-operate with its partners to work 
on improving the lives of such people and 
their families in Qatar. Dr Nouf al-Siddiqi, 
health leader of the National Autism Plan 
at MoPH, said: “The activities and events 
organised by the health sector in Qatar 
on this occasion contribute to promoting 
awareness building and providing valuable 
insights and information about autism, to 
promote greater understanding and deeper 
empathy for people with autism, stressing 
that comprehensive awareness and educa-
tion based on scientifi c evidence is an es-
sential step to integrate people with autism 
into society.”

She added that MoPH, in co-operation 
with the Qatar Foundation, through the 
Rafad training programme, will organise 
a virtual workshop on April 27 to educate 
parents of people with autism and the 
public. 

Dr Sadriya al-Kooheji, assistant medi-
cal director, Child and Adolescent Health 
Services at PHCC, said that the Healthy 
Child clinics in PHCC’s health centres 

provide ASD screening services for young 
children at the age of 18 and 30 months, 
stressing that correct rehabilitation starts 
with early detection of ASD.   

She added: The comprehensive and spe-
cialised rehabilitation of autism includes 
diagnosis, speech therapy, occupational 
and movement therapy, behavioural, spe-
cial education, and many others, stressing 
that the integrated support plan for peo-
ple with autism with from early detection, 
then diagnosis and rehabilitation, school, 
and community integration and later oc-
cupational.

Dr Nouf al-Siddiqi

Sheikh Dr Mohamed bin Hamad al-
Thani

Dr Sadriya al-Kooheji

UDST college receives EQual Accreditations

The College of Health Sciences at 
University of Doha for Science 
and Technology (UDST) received 

the Canadian EQual Accreditation for 
three of its distinguished bachelor pro-
grammes, Bachelor of Science in Medi-
cal Radiography, Bachelor of Science in 
Paramedicine and Bachelor of Science in 
Respiratory Therapy.

The accreditation award certifi cates 
were presented to President of UDST Dr 
Salem Al-Naemi by Accreditation Canada 
CEO Lauralee Thompson. The accredita-
tion is a true testament to the quality of 
applied and academic education provided 
at UDST. The recognition ensures that 
graduates of these programmes are well-
prepared with the latest knowledge and 
best practices, equipping them to deliver 
eff ective care upon entering their respec-
tive fi elds. The success of UDST’s pro-
grammes in meeting assessment require-
ments was highlighted during on-site 
surveys conducted by EQual specialists. 
The engagement of faculty instructors, 

clinical practicum supervisors, and stu-
dents was particularly noted, refl ecting 
an undeniable commitment to excel-
lence.

In addition to honing healthcare skills, 
the four-year degrees provide students 
with the opportunity to delve into their 
roles within a holistic learning experi-
ence. Emphasis is placed on develop-
ing clinical competency, fostering the 
right attitudes, and practicing sound 
judgment, strengthening the quality of 
healthcare these graduates can provide in 
their communities.

Vice-President, Academic Aff airs at 
UDST Dr Rachid Benlamri commented 
on the programmes’ remarkable achieve-
ment, stating that UDST takes pride in 
educating the next generation of health-
care providers in Qatar and across the 
globe. He added that the recognition re-
ceived by EQual Accreditation is a testa-
ment to UDST’s ongoing eff orts to off er 
exceptional programs that meet interna-
tionally recognised standards and con-

tribute to the nations labour needs and 
Qatar National Vision 2030. For his part, 
Director of Health Education Accredita-
tion, Accreditation Canada Roman Savka 
commented on the notable achievement 
by the University, stating that the Ac-
creditation Canada congratulates UDST 
for receiving its fi rst EQual accreditations. 
These accreditations for Paramedicine, 
Medical Radiography, and Respiratory 
Therapy are a sign of excellence in health 
education and show UDSTs commitment 
to ensuring its graduates provide safe, 
high-quality care at their entry to practice 
in Qatar’s health system.

The College of Health Sciences off ers 13 
cutting-edge programmes including two 
masters, nine bachelor’s and two diplomas. 
Students learning experience takes place in 
state-of-the-art facilities and is guided by a 
high calibre of faculty with comprehensive 
international experience. This exemplary 
array of programmes and off erings support 
the university’s mission to build a strong 
and thriving healthcare workforce.

Ethiopian President Sahle-Work Zewde 
received the credentials of Saad bin 
Mubarak al-Nuaimi as Qatar’s ambassador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary in 
Addis Ababa. The ambassador conveyed 
the greetings of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani to the 
president, wishing her the best of health 
and happiness, and the government and 
people of Ethiopia further progress and 
prosperity. For her part, the Ethiopian 
president entrusted the ambassador 
to convey her greetings to the Amir, 
wishing His Highness the best of health 
and happiness, and Qatar further 
development and progress. (QNA)

Qatar’s ambassador presents credentials
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Qatar Charity’s Eid clothing 
project begins its outreach

As part of its Ramadan campaign, ‘Endless Giv-
ing,’ Qatar Charity (QC) began implementing 
the Eid clothing project in many countries and 

for orphans and children from low-income families in 
Qatar.

Within Qatar, the campaign by the Programmes 
and Community Development sector at QC will ben-
efi t 3,200 children. In Somalia, 435 children spon-
sored by QC, received Eid clothing. Salman S Hussein, 

a 12-year-old benefi ciary, said: “I am very happy to 
receive this wonderful gift. I will be able to wear new 
clothes on Eid al-Fitr.”

Iqra Yousef Mahmoud Abu Bakr, a 11-year-old ben-
efi ciary, said: “We thank the people in Qatar and Qa-
tar Charity for this wonderful initiative that brought 
happiness to our hearts.”

QC in Bangladesh is expected to begin distribut-
ing Eid clothing soon to its 700 sponsored orphans.

Culture ministry marks 
World Theatre Day

The Ministry of Culture 
celebrated on Sunday 
evening the World Thea-

tre Day.
To mark the occasion, a Ra-

madan gathering was organised 
by the Theatre Aff airs Centre, 
bringing together Qatari play-
wrights from diff erent genera-
tions. Additionally, a seminar 
was held at the Social and Cul-
tural Centre for Blind to discuss 
the issue of theatre for people 
with disabilities.

During the Ramadan gather-
ing held at the Diplomatic Club, 
young artist Mohamed al-Mulla 
delivered a speech on World 
Theatre Day, written by Norwe-
gian playwright Jon Fosse, titled 
“Art is Peace”.

Several playwrights, on the 
sidelines of the World Theatre 
Day celebration, emphasised the 
need to uplift Qatari theatre, re-
gain its shine and revive its illus-
trious history.

In this context, Abdelrahim 
al-Sadiqi, director of the Theatre 
Aff airs Centre, told journalists 
on the sidelines of the celebra-
tion, that the centre is keen on 
annually celebrating this oc-
casion, a longstanding tradi-
tion that brings together Qatari 
playwrights who were the fi rst 
to celebrate this event in the Gulf 
region in 1980.

He noted the cohesion over 
the past years between the World 
Theatre Day celebration and the 
Doha Theatre Festival. However, 
this year, the festival will be held 
in May after the conclusion of 
the Doha Book Fair.

He added that the gathering 
of playwrights on this occasion, 
although lacking a theatrical 
performance this year due to Ra-
madan, is an opportunity to ex-
change ideas and bring together 
diff erent generations to study 
what contributes to the advance-
ment of Qatari theatre, a priority 
for the Ministry of Culture.

Speaking to Qatar News Agen-
cy (QNA), theatre critic Dr Has-
san Rashid emphasised the early 
interest of Qatari theatre in cel-
ebrating World Theatre Day. He 
stressed the need to revive the 
spirit of theatrical movement 
and exert more eff orts that con-
tribute to the progress and re-
vival of theatre in Qatar through 
the annual festival, theatrical 
season, workshops and courses 

that polish the artistic talents of 
playwrights.

Similarly, renowned art-
ist Ghazi Hussein said that this 
celebration refl ects the Qatari 
artists’ passion for theatre and 
realisation of its importance. 
He emphasised that theatre is 
the “father of arts” and plays an 
educational and enlightening 
role in society, stating his hope 
that these gatherings will later 
showcase substantial works on 
the Qatari theatre stage.

Director Saad Burshid, an 
associate professor in the De-
partment of Theatre Arts at the 
Community College, said the 
celebration of World Theatre 
Day refl ects the successive gen-
erations’ interest in Qatari thea-
tre on this day. He also noted the 
Ministry of Culture’s interest 
in engaging with playwrights in 
line with its vision for a theatri-
cal movement embodied in the 
Doha Theatre Festival and con-
tinuous theatrical activity in the 
country. (QNA)
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Hyatt Plaza celebrated ‘the 
resounding success of its much-
anticipated Ramadan Super Sale 
Campaign’, which ran from March 
28 to March 31, a statement said 
yesterday.
The Ramadan Super Sale 
Campaign featured substantial 
discounts on a wide array of 
products, including fashion, toys, 
jewellery, furniture, cosmetics, 
electronics, home décor, and 
more. 
Visitors also had the opportunity 
to take advantage of exclusive 
off ers such as buy-one-get-one-

free deals, flat sales, special 
promotions, and off ers.
Mohamed al-Hawamdeh, 
head of marketing at Hyatt 
Plaza, said: “We extend our 
deepest appreciation to all 
the tenants and visitors who 
wholeheartedly embraced our 
Ramadan Super Sale Campaign. 
Their unwavering support 
and remarkable enthusiasm 
have been instrumental in our 
success. We eagerly anticipate 
welcoming our visitors to 
experience a plethora of fun 
family activities throughout 

the Ramadan Nights campaign, 
which will last until the end of 
Eid al-Fitr.”
“Hyatt Plaza continues 
to redefine the shopping 
experience by off ering 
an exceptional blend of 
world-class retail brands, 
remarkable customer service, 
and captivating events and 
campaigns that leave shoppers 
wanting more. Stay tuned for 
upcoming promotions and 
prepare to indulge in the ultimate 
retail extravaganza at Hyatt 
Plaza,” the statement added.

‘Hyatt Plaza Ramadan ‘Hyatt Plaza Ramadan 
Super Sale a big success’Super Sale a big success’

QIB holds annual staff  
Ramadan Ghabga

Qatar Islamic Bank (QIB) 
recently hosted its annual 
staff  Ramadan Ghabga, a 

traditional Qatari celebration that 
resonates with the customs of the 
holy month, while also serving as a 
platform to fortify employee rela-
tions and foster the spirit of unity.

Among the attendees were Bas-
sel Gamal, Group CEO of QIB, the 
bank’s executive management 
team, and employees from all de-
partments of the bank.

In his inaugural address, Gamal 
lauded the incomparable eff orts 
of the employees during the past 
period. The evening featured a va-
riety of activities, such as interac-
tive Q&A sessions with attendees, 
engaging competitions, and con-
cluded with the distribution of as-
sorted gifts.

“At QIB, fostering a sense of 
unity among our diverse work-
force is essential, especially dur-
ing Ramadan. Our long-standing 
tradition of hosting such events 
exemplifi es our genuine dedica-
tion to enhancing interconnection 
and fostering a familial atmos-
phere within our organisation,” 
said Gamal.

In its commitment to enhanc-
ing customer experience during 
Ramadan, QIB has unveiled two 
new campaigns, delivering added 
value to its customers alongside 
social media competitions, cash 
prizes, and a motivational TVC 
promoting healthy habits during 
Ramadan. 

The fi rst campaign, the annual 
Ramadan Auto Finance off er, ca-
ters to new and existing custom-
ers looking to purchase regular, 
electric, or hybrid cars. This ex-
clusive off er features attractive 
profi t rates and additional ben-
efi ts. 

Furthermore, QIB presents a 
distinctive Ramadan spending 
campaign titled ‘Double Loyalty 
Points’ Ramadan campaign. 

Running until April 10, 2024, 
this month-long campaign en-
hances the rewards experience for 
credit cardholders, off ering them 
the opportunity to double their 
points with every supermarket 
purchase of daily essentials during 
this festive season. 

In addition, QIB has launched 
a Cash Bonus campaign extend-
ing over two months until May 11, 

2024, and off ering a unique op-
portunity for customers who have 
commitments with other banks to 
transfer them to QIB and receive 
a guaranteed cash bonus that can 
reach up to QR100,000. This new 
off er presents a good opportunity 
to streamline customers’ com-
mitments by combining multiple 
outstanding fi nances into a single 
fi nance and reducing the value of 
monthly payments. 

The bank also introduced the 
Eidiya ATMs once again this year 
in 10 diff erent locations across 
Qatar, which off ers the opportuni-
ty to customers to easily get fresh 
banknotes for Eidiya.

Collaborating with Qatar Char-
ity, QIB sponsored the ‘Endless 
Giving’ Ramadan campaign, dis-
tributing meals to low-income 
workers and providing informa-
tive materials about the QIB Lite 
app to empower them to fulfi l 
their fi nancial needs.

QIB is renowned for its strong 
focus on social responsibility, 
supporting numerous initiatives 
aimed at promoting fi nancial in-
clusion, education, health, and the 
environment in Qatar.

Among the attendees of the Ramadan Ghabga were Bassel Gamal, Group CEO of QIB, the bank’s executive 
management team, and employees from all departments of the bank.

Highlighting its commitment 
to serving diverse sectors of 
the Qatari community, with a 
particular focus on bolstering 
education, QIIB sponsored the 
inauguration of the alumni 
chapter of Qatar University’s 
(QU) College of Business and 
Economics (CBE), entitled 
‘Competent Graduate.’ 
QIIB said in a statement that 
its collaboration with QU has 
been rooted in the institution’s 
esteemed position as one of 
Qatar’s premier educational 
establishments. Known for 
providing knowledge and 
education to both male and 
female Qataris, QU plays a key 

role in empowering individuals 
to contribute meaningfully to 
their country and advance in 
their careers.
Within the realm of community 
service, QIIB strategically 
forges partnerships with 
leading institutions to provide 
significant value addition to 
the Qatari society. QU stands 
out as one such institution 
with which the bank actively 
cooperates. 
This collaboration extends 
to various activities aimed 
at creating a lasting impact 
on different segments of 
society, including students and 
graduates.

At the launch ceremony of 
the QU alumni chapter, QIIB 
received recognition for its 
initiative in supporting the 
establishment of the alumni 
chapter and its broader role 
in aiding QU and associated 
educational initiatives for 
graduates.
QIIB has been actively involved 
in numerous initiatives 
supporting education across 
all stages and activities, 
including training programmes 
and collaborative efforts with 
universities, institutes, schools, 
and research centres across 
the country, the statement 
added.

At the launch ceremony of the QU CBE alumni chapter, QIIB was recognised.

QIIB sponsors QU CBE alumni 
chapter inauguration

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
(MoCI), in co-operation with Porsche 
Centre Doha Al Boraq Automobiles, has 
announced the recall of Porsche Carrera, 
2020-2025 models, as it is possible that 
the front and rear windows do not meet 
manufacturer specifications, and therefore 
are not bonded suff iciently to the body.
The MoCI, in co-operation with Almana 
Motors Company, has announced the recall 
of Ford F 150 and Bronco, 2023 model, as in 
aff ected vehicles, the gateway module may 
lose Internet connection, which may cause 
inoperative remote start and/or inoperative 
remote lock and unlock.
The MoCI, in co-operation with Almana 
Motors Company, also announced the 
recall of Lincoln Nautilus, 2024 model, as 
in aff ected vehicles, a defect in Accessory 
Protocol Interface Module might cause 
software reboot, freeze, and cause 
performance concerns while using the 
infotainment system.
The MoCI said the recall campaign comes 
within the framework of its ongoing 
eff orts to protect consumers and ensure 
that dealers follow up on vehicle defects 
and repairs.
The MoCI said it will co-ordinate with the 
dealer to follow up on the maintenance and 
repair works and will communicate with 
customers to ensure that the necessary 
repairs are carried out. 
The MoCI urged all customers to report 
any violations to its Consumer Protection 
and Anti-Commercial Fraud Department, 
which processes complaints, inquires 
and suggestions through the following 
channels: call centre: 16001, e-mail: info@
moci.gov.qa, X (formerly Twitter) – @
MOCIQATAR, Instagram – MOCIQATAR.
The MoCI mobile application, MOCI_
QATAR, is available on iPhone and 
Android devices.

Porsche, Ford, Lincoln 
models recalled

Qatar Insurance Group (QIC Group) presented long-
service awards to 125 employees in Qatar and across the 
group’s regional and international operations in recog-

nition of their dedication and invaluable contribution. 
The ceremony, which coincided with the group’s 60th 

anniversary, was held during QIC Group’s yearly Ramadan 
Suhoor. 

The group’s chief administrative offi  cer, Rashid al-Buainain, 
presented awards to 65 employees for fi ve years of service, 19 
employees (10 years of service), 30 (15 years), six (20 years), and 
fi ve (25 years). 

Al-Buainain said, “Today, we celebrate your individual and 
collective achievements that have contributed to QIC’s journey 
which began as a national insurance company to now becom-
ing the largest insurance group in the Mena region with a strong 
presence across the globe.”

He added: “We continue to be driven by a commitment to 
delivering innovative products and an unparalleled standard of 
customer experience while contributing to the growth of Qa-
tar’s economy, none of which is possible without each and every 
staff  member’s commitment, whom we recognise as the back-
bone of the group.”

QIC Group honours 
long-serving employees



Last year, following 
the Great Infl ation of 
2021-22, central banks, 
leading academics, and 

international institutions issued 
a smattering of post-mortems. 
Yet even before the ink was dry on 
their analyses, infl ation forecasts 
were being revised down almost 
as fast as they had been revised up 
during the two preceding years.

For example, in June 2023, 
the US Federal Reserve’s median 
projection for core year-on-
year personal-consumption-
expenditures infl ation (excluding 
food and energy prices) in the 
fourth quarter was 3.9%, with the 
Federal Open Market Committee’s 
projections ranging from 3.6% to 
4.5%. In the event, it was 3.2%.

Before addressing what 
forecasters are missing, two 
clarifi cations are in order. First, 
central banks’ infl ation forecasts 
are no worse, and may be 
somewhat better, than private-
sector forecasts, on average – 
which is what one would expect, 
given that they tend to have better 
access to data and more expertise. 
Second, infl ation forecasts have 
not obviously gotten worse. 

Yes, the International Monetary 
Fund, among others, has noted 
that infl ation forecast errors were 
2.5 and fi ve times larger for 2021 
and 2022, respectively, than the 
average for 2010-19. But the levels 
of annual infl ation in 2021 and 
2022 were 1.3 and 2.5 times larger 
than the 2010-19 average, and the 
changes in annual infl ation rates 
were 2.6 and 7.1 times larger.

The benign interpretation is 
that the shocks got bigger, not 
that infl ation forecasting became 
less competent. But an obvious 
rejoinder is that forecasts don’t 
particularly matter when the 
variable being forecast doesn’t 
change much. We still need to 

know why forecasts continue to 
miss the mark.

Two factors are now well-
documented. First, forecasts 
underestimated the demand 
impact of massive monetary 
and fi scal easing, alongside high 
spending multipliers associated 
with signifi cant pandemic-related 
transfers to households. Second, 
major demand stimulus hit just as 
supply chains were under major, 
unexpected strain, owing fi rst to 
the pandemic and then to Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. Shocks are 
by defi nition diffi  cult to predict, 
and they were particularly large in 
2020-22.

But the forecasts also had a 
more fundamental fl aw: they 
lacked realistic representations 
of price and wage setting. Large 
shocks diff er from small shocks 
in that they change key features 
of the transmission mechanism. 
For example, fi rms tend to 
change prices more frequently 
when faced with large shocks. 
According to the Fed, during the 
second half of 2021 and again 
during the second half of 2022, 
fi rms updated prices twice as 
often as they did before the 
pandemic.

Large shocks may well have 
been the reason. But fi rms also 
fi nd it more straightforward 
to raise prices when others 
are already doing so, and the 
combined pandemic and energy 
shocks probably were an eff ective 
co-ordination device for price 
increases.

Wage setting is diff erent from 
price setting. According to a 2009 
European Central Bank study, 
fi rms tend to change wages about 
one-third less frequently than 
prices. Wage growth did pick up 
throughout 2021-22 as workers 
quit at record rates (a trend that 
closely tracked wage pressure). 
But the models underestimated 
how long it would take for tight 
labour markets and large price 
increases to feed into wage 
setting. Those delays prolonged 

the underlying infl ationary 
impulse without necessarily 
magnifying it in a cumulative 
sense.

Importantly, many of the 
factors that pushed up prices 
were “one-off ” adjustments in 
response to supply and demand 
shocks. They called for more 
signifi cant relative price changes 
than would have been the case if 
there had been a shock to trend 
infl ation driven by persistently 
excessive aggregate demand. This 
was most evident in the major 
energy-price shock in 2022. It 
was exactly that: a relative price 
shock that partly reversed in 
2023. Similar dynamics played 
out in the prices of goods that 
were closely tied to energy prices 
or were immediately aff ected 
by major supply-chain strains. 
These, too, reversed – as we saw 
with car prices and container 
freight rates.

There is a vibrant debate about 
whether fi rms abnormally raised 
their profi t margins in recent 
years. 

A recent Fed study fi nds that 
nonfi nancial corporate profi ts 
rose to 19% over gross value-
added in the second quarter of 
2021, up from 13% in the fourth 
quarter of 2019. But once prices 
have risen and profi t margins are 
high, they are less – not more – 
likely to rise further than before 
the large price adjustments. 
Normalising energy prices, supply 
chains, and profi t margins all 
contributed to the faster-than-
expected decline in infl ation in 
the second half of 2023.

The Great Infl ation will be 
as transformational for central 
banks’ models as the 2008 
fi nancial crisis was. Back then, the 
models were adapted to include 
a more realistic mapping of 
fi nancial impacts. Now, we need a 
more realistic treatment of price 
and wage setting. Specifi cally, 
three changes are in order.

Most importantly, 
understanding infl ation requires 

analysis at the sectoral or sub-
sectoral level, ideally in a way 
that also refl ects supply-chain 
linkages. This will make forecasts 
even more complex, but there is 
no way around it. 

Considering disaggregated 
data is essential to identifying, 
and disentangling, the relevant 
changes in supply and demand 
and their persistence. Individual 
sectors sometimes signifi cantly 
aff ect aggregate infl ation, with 
house prices in the US being a 
prominent example.

Second, forecasts should 
account for the level (or size) of 
shocks to capture non-linearities, 
especially for profi t mark-ups. 
And lastly, forecasts should 
regularly re-examine changes in 
circumstances and assumptions. 

During the Great Infl ation, 
important changes in the 
US included the major boost 
to aggregate demand (from 
monetised fi scal transfers to 
households); the higher frequency 
of price adjustments, given the 
size of the combined supply and 
demand shock; and the high 
number of recently refi nanced 
mortgages that locked in low 
rates. 

Fed Chair Jerome Powell, 
paraphrasing Winston Churchill, 
recently called forecasters “a 
humble lot – with much to be 
humble about.” Though they will 
have learned many useful lessons 
from the Great Infl ation of 2021-
22, remaining humble may be the 
best way to avoid being humbled 
again. — Project Syndicate

• Willem H Buiter, a former chief 
economist at Citibank and former 
member of the Monetary Policy 
Committee of the Bank of England, 
is an independent economic adviser. 
• Ebrahim Rahbari, an 
independent strategist and 
economist, is a former chief 
currency strategist, global head 
of foreign-exchange analysis, and 
head of global macroeconomics at 
Citigroup.

The world is on the precipice of a technological cold war. As 
authoritarian regimes develop new digital tools that endanger open 
societies and threaten democratic values, the West must decide 
whether to compete or concede. 

Winning the race for future technologies demands a united front. 
Just as the West came together to deter Soviet expansionism and stop 
the spread of communism in the postwar period, the United States and 
the European Union must revitalise the transatlantic alliance to win 
the competition for global tech leadership. That means developing a 
new joint strategy, pooling resources and capabilities, streamlining 
regulations, and leveraging their strengths – such as advanced tools for 
semiconductors and lasers, artifi cial intelligence, quantum computing, 
and genomics in Europe, and fusion energy, commercial space 
operations, and synthetic biology in the US.

It will also be necessary to build resilient supply chains. With China 
dominating the supply of metals and rare-earth elements necessary for 
batteries, semiconductors, and other technologies, the US and the EU 
are sleepwalking into a critical-minerals crisis. For example, China’s 
market share of high-powered permanent magnets for off shore wind 
turbines is nearly 90%.

Lastly, both the US and the EU must focus their eff orts on achieving 
new breakthroughs in vital sectors, including AI, biotech, advanced 
networks, clean energy, and the manufacturing technologies of 
tomorrow. To that end, the US CHIPS Act and the European Chips Act 
off er a blueprint – or at least the beginnings of one – for bolstering 
competitiveness in the next big technologies.

Co-operation on technology is 
not new. From the Council of Europe 
in Strasbourg to the International 
Telecommunication Union in 
Geneva, from the OECD to the 
European AI Act, the race to artifi cial 
intelligence seems sometimes to be 
a policymaking race, to control and 
co-ordinate it – and rightly so, in 
some cases. For example, the main 
risks identifi ed by the interim report 
of the UN’s AI Advisory Body include 
risks to the stability of fi nancial 
systems and to critical infrastructure, 
as well as strains on the environment, 
climate, and natural resources.

These issues are too important to 
be overlooked. In a recent report, the 
French AI Commission called for the 
creation of a World AI Organization 
to “evaluate and oversee AI systems.” 

This could be a good idea, but it is not the only way to move forward. 
After all, the existence of the WHO is fundamental, but while it has 
played a vital role in the eradication of some diseases, it did not prevent 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Moreover, regulation should be a means to an end, not an end in 
itself. Despite the so-called Brussels eff ect, the EU’s alleged ability 
to set global standards, the bloc’s landmark regulations on electric 
vehicles or the General Data Protection Regulation have hardly made 
the EU a superpower in electric mobility or in data privacy. That is why 
transatlantic co-operation should be broadened to include research 
and development programmes and large “moonshot” projects.

Just as sanctions alone have not curbed Russia’s aggression against 
Ukraine, regulation will not be enough to prevent bad actors from 
misusing AI. Similarly, the West will have to go on the off ensive 
against China’s techno-authoritarian model. Sharing intelligence can 
identify supply-chain vulnerabilities and facilitate “friend-shoring.” 
In addition to developing technological ecosystems with like-minded 
partners, it will be crucial for US and EU policymakers to expose short-
sighted private ventures that play into the hands of those who see 
technology as a tool of oppression, not liberation.

Moreover, the US and the EU cannot expect to win the technology 
race – which is also a war of ideas – when their citizens have been 
herded into social-media echo chambers, and when 44% of children 
globally use TikTok. On this cognitive battlefi eld, the West must lead 
the charge to develop technologies that encourage critical thinking 
and protect privacy, and to stop the destabilising fragmentation of the 
digital sphere and the spread of online hate and disinformation.

A revitalised transatlantic alliance must ensure that emerging 
technologies refl ect democratic principles and boost strategic 
autonomy. Forging partnerships with like-minded countries, 
including Australia, India, Japan, and South Korea, and enhancing 
co-operation among the G7 and the OECD could support these eff orts. 
Together, they could develop an alternative model of technological 
empowerment – free of digital repression and authoritarianism – for 
developed and developing countries alike.

Western leaders should take inspiration from the Covid-19 vaccines, 
which, building on collaboration, massive experimentation, and 
decades of fundamental science, were developed in a record eight 
months. We must keep this spirit alive. — Project Syndicate
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Why infl ation forecasts 
have been off  the charts
By Willem H Buiter and Ebrahim 
Rahbari
New York

Fed Chair Jerome Powell, paraphrasing Winston Churchill, recently called forecasters “a humble lot – with much to be humble about.”
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The Qur’an and the last ten days of Ramadan
The Glorious Qur’an is the 

everlasting miracle of our 
Prophet – Muhammad, sal-

lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam – that 
addresses all human generations 
and shall continue to do so till the 
end of time. It convinces the hu-
man intellect with various proofs 
in order to subject it to the truth 
and make it surrender to Allah 
willingly or turn away from the 
truth after it has recognised it out 
of arrogance. 

The Messenger, sallallaa-
hu ‘alaihi wa sallam, said: “No 
Prophet was sent by Allah except 
that he was given what would 
make people believe in him, and 
what I was given is Revelation and 
I hope to be the greatest of all the 
Prophets in (terms of) followers.” 
[Al-Bukhari].

The Qur’an is the everlast-
ing miracle given by Allah to His 
Messenger, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam, which no human being or 

Jinn is able to produce a book like 
it. Even if all mankind and jinn 
were to collaborate to produce 
something like it, they would not 
be able to do so. Allah says (what 
means): “Say (O Muhammad): ‘If 
mankind and the jinn gathered in 
order to produce the like of this 
Qur’an, they could not produce 
the like of it, even if they were to 
each other assistants.’”[Qur’an 17: 
88]

Allah even challenges those 
who have doubt about the Divin-
ity of the Qur’an when He Says 
(what means): “And if you are in 
doubt about what We have sent 
down upon Our Servant [Muham-
mad], then produce a chapter the 
like thereof and call upon your 
witnesses other than Allah, if you 
should be truthful. But if you do 
not - and you will never be able to 
- then fear the Fire, whose fuel is 
men and stones, prepared for the 
disbelievers.” [Qur’an 2:23-24].

Reciting the Qur’an in appro-
priate times assists in letting it 
have an impact on human soul. 
Ramadan is the best time to recite 
the Qur’an, for it is a food for the 
soul and because of the fact that 

the authority of the mind that tells 
man to do evil weakens during this 
month. The soul will then prevail 
and get strength by the Qur’an 
and, as a result, will derive the 
highest possible benefi t from it. 
The Qur’an is like a benefi cial rain, 
the soul is like the earth and Ra-
madan is like the good season for 
rainfall that enables the hearts to 
produce the blooming crops.

The Messenger of Allah, sallal-
laahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, said: “The 
similitude of the guidance and 
knowledge with which I was sent, 
is like a rain that falls on a land of 
which there was a good part that 
accepted the water and produced 
therefrom many plants and grass. 
There is also a barren part that 
holds water and Allah made it 
benefi cial to people as they drank 
thereof, fed their animals and ir-
rigate their farms. It also aff ected 
some parts that are just lowland 
that could neither hold the water 

nor produce grass. The fi rst two 
are the example of him that ac-
quired the knowledge of the reli-
gion of Allah, benefi ted from that 
which I am sent with and taught it 
to others. The third is the example 
of him who never paid attention to 
the Qur’an and did not accept the 
guidance of Allah with which I am 
sent.” [Al-Bukhari & Muslim]

We must seize the opportunity 
of the remaining days of Ramadan 
to read the Glorious Qur’an with 
refl ection and understanding of its 
meanings and try our best to put 
its injunctions into practice. Our 
righteous predecessors, may Allah 
be pleased with them, used to pre-
occupy themselves in Ramadan, 
with the recitation of the Glorious 
Qur’an and they always used to 
mention Allah.

We have to know that any one 
who puts the injunctions of the 
Qur’an in practice is among the 
people of the Qur’an (who are 

dear to Allah) even if he has not 
memorised it. Also, he who does 
not work by the injunctions of the 
Qur’an is not among its people 
even if he memorises it.

We have to do good deeds in 
this excellent month, be kind to 
the poor and needy as a sign of 
emulating the Messenger of Allah, 
sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam. It is 
narrated that Jibreel (Angel Gabri-
el) used to review the Qur’an with 
the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam, once in a year and that was 
during Ramadan. In the year that 
the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam, died, Jibreel reviewed it 
with him twice. Whenever Jibreel 
came to came to meet him, the 
Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sal-
lam, used to be more generous and 
faster in spending charity than a 
dispatched wind.”

Article source: http://www.
islambweb.net/emainpage/

Ashghal’s Ramadan Championship concludes after high participation

After witnessing the participation of 
more than 600 players from vari-
ous departments, companies and 

consultants, the curtain fell on the 11th 
edition of the Ramadan Championship 

by the Public Works Authority (Ashghal). 
Competitions were held in football, bas-
ketball, table tennis, PlayStation and Baby 
Foot, a statement said.  

Engineer Yousef al-Emadi, director 

of Project Aff airs and Abdullah Saad al-
Saad, director of the Public Relations and 
Communications Department crowned 
the winners. The ceremony also marked 
honouring the tournament offi  cials and 

supervisors and the federations and com-
panies that supported the tournament. 

Mohamed Majid al-Muhannadi, di-
rector of the Ashghal Ramadan Cham-
pionship, said the continuation of the 

tournament for 11 consecutive years is 
evidence of its success.” Mohamed Saad 
al-Mughaisib, president of the Basketball 
Federation, praised the co-operation with 
Ashghal.

Fanar continues its 
Ramadan programmes
The Sheikh Abdullah bin Zaid 

Al Mahmoud Islamic Cul-
tural Centre (Fanar) at the 

Ministry of Endowments (Awqaf) 
and Islamic Aff airs continues its 
Ramadan programmes. The activi-
ties, according to a statement from 
Awqaf, were launched at the begin-
ning of Ramadan and they include 
religious discourses and Ramadan 
forum for Muslim communities.

Under the Ramadan Forum to 
introduce Islam, an introductory 
event about the holy month was 
held at the Cuban Hospital in co-
operation with Hamad Medical 
Corporation (HMC). This was in 
the presence of 25 hospital staff . 
The participants expressed their 
desire to hold a monthly meeting 
for extensive dialogue on aspects of 
Islamic and Qatari culture.

Fanar continues its Iftar activi-
ties for reverts at its branches in the 
Industrial Area and Al Khor. The 
activities are attended by hundreds 
every day from diff erent commu-
nities. They include preaching ses-
sions and interaction sessions to 
answer fasting questions.

As part of the activities of the 
Ramadan Forum for non-Arabic 

speaking Muslim communities, 
Fanar organised lectures for Ben-
gali, Urdu and Malabar communi-
ties with an attendance of about 
3,000 participants.

The Filipino Muslim commu-
nity also organised a ceremony 
for the Holy Qur’an competition 
for children for the fi rst time. 

There were participants. A to-
tal of 25 diplomats from 16 Latin 
American and Caribbean coun-
tries visited the Grand Mosque. 
The delegation was accompanied 
by preachers from Fanar. They 
were briefed about Islamic and 
Qatari culture and Islamic prayers 
and rituals.

The Ramadan Football 
Championship, hosted by the 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) at Al 
Sadd Sports Club, saw notable 
participation from the Ministry 
of Interior (MoI).  The Police 
Institute and Police College, both 
aff iliated with the Police Academy, 
represented the ministry in the 
championship, according to a 
statement from MoI. The Police 
Institute team claimed the second 
spot, earning the silver medal. The 
Air Force team secured victory in 
a penalty shootout, with a score 
of 4-1, clinching the championship. 
The Police College team secured 
third place by defeating the 
Internal Security Force team 
(Lekhwiya) with a score of 7-1 in 
the third-place playoff . In individual 
honours, First Lt Fahad Mohamed 
al-Qasaimi of the Police Institute 
team, was recognised as the best 
goalkeeper of the championship. 
First Lt Hamid Saeed al-Qahtani, 
also from the Police Institute team, 
received the top scorer award.

MoI teams take part in MoD’s Ramadan Football Championship Steps to boost real estate sector soon
From Page 1

Further, it aims to activate legislation and laws 
that contribute to the advancement of the real 
estate sector. It also works to collect business 
owners’ viewpoints, study them, and address 
the relevant authorities to find appropriate solu-
tions, he said.

Al-Obaidli also outlined the authority’s aim to 
stimulate and regulate the real estate sector, ensur-
ing compatibility of laws and legislation with the 
market, attracting foreign investments, and issuing 
licenses for real estate developers.

“One of the most important initiatives to be 
launched soon is the adoption of international 
real estate specifi cations that are commonly used 
in the leading countries in the real estate sector,” 
he noted.

It would also enact soon the Real Estate Devel-
opment Regulation Law, addressing various chal-
lenges. Further, he said the authority would estab-
lish a digital platform containing all authenticated 
information about Qatar’s real estate market and 
that it would activate the real estate dispute resolu-
tion committees.

In his remarks, al-Kuwari emphasised the sig-
nificance of the real estate sector as one of the 
most important economic sectors. He lauded the 
authority’s prompt response to the chamber’s in-

vitation for this meeting, which aims to address 
all challenges and obstacles facing the sector and 
to learn from the private sector’s viewpoints and 
proposals.

Al-Abdulghani stressed the chamber’s Real Es-
tate Committee’s interest in fostering collabora-
tion with the authority and all bodies concerned to 
address all challenges and streamline investments 
and businesses in the sector.

During the meeting, several business owners 
expressed the need for a review of service fees on 
properties in new cities. They emphasised that 
these fees were not in the interest of investors and 
did not contribute to the sector’s development.

In response, al-Obaidli said discussions were 
underway with real estate developers to recon-
sider service fees. Additionally, he emphasised 
that the authority prioritises attracting foreign 
investments, as well as domestic investments 
from both citizens and residents by offering 
them special benefits.

“The authority is preparing to organise the sec-
ond edition of the real estate conference in Octo-
ber, which will be held annually to promote the 
sector. Further, several fi eld tours will be organised 
to showcase investment opportunities in new cit-
ies,” he said, citing the signifi cance of promoting 
investment opportunities available in Qatar’s real 
estate sector to international markets.
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Zumra Group organises Ramadan event
Zumra Group under the lead-

ership of its founder Nasser 
al-Naama, organised ‘After 

Hardship Comes Ease’ Ramadan 
event on March 28 at the Mondri-
an Doha, a statement said.

The evening was dedicated to 
inspiring stories of resilience and 
breakthrough in the face of chal-
lenges, focused on living verses 
from the Qur’an and heard tes-
timonies from fi ve distinguished 
speakers. Noor al-Kuwari, Ahmed 
al-Sumaiti, Hameed al-Qahtani, 
Khalifa al-Obaidaly and Vicky 
Yaghi, shared their inspiring jour-
neys of overcoming challenges. 

Al-Naama announced the 
highlight of the event, the Charity 
Art Exhibition “Art for Palestine”, 
with 100% of proceeds from the 
artwork sales directly benefi ting 
Qatar Red Crescent Society’s hu-
manitarian eff orts in Palestine. 
“In light of the current challenges 
faced by our brothers and sisters 
in Palestine, especially during the 
holy month of Ramadan,” he said.

The ongoing exhibition is fea-
turing a diverse selection of 30 
artworks including paintings, 
sculptures and photographs of 
well known artists like Ismail Az-
zam, Azzam al-Mannai, Ahmed 
Nouh, Bachir Mohamad, Lulwa 
al-Misfer, Banan Soliman, Maria 

Ovsyannikova, Saeed al-Habshi, 
Aryam Elizabeth Ladera Ramos, 
Hassan Bahou and Hameed al-
Qahtani.  

More information about the 
exhibition and ways to support, 
can be had from Zumra Group 
[IG zumragrp]. The art exhibition 
in the Mondrian’s EllaMia venue 
was extended to allow more art 
enthusiasts and the general public 
to view and purchase artworks. 

The beauty of Zumra Commu-
nity lies in discovering and em-
bracing the diverse identities and 
experiences of others, the state-
ment added.

Zumra Group founder Nasser al-Naama, speakers and other dignitaries at the event. PICTURES: Qatar Living

Some of the participants in the event.

Some of the artworks on display.

Qatar gears up for 
Eid festivities, array 
of events in April
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

As the Eid al-Fitr holidays 
approach, Qatar is gearing 
up for a bustling calendar 

fi lled with a diverse array of inter-
active, educational and fun-fi lled 
events catering to residents and 
visitors of all ages and interests. 

The highly anticipated Lego 
Shows Qatar 2024 is kicking off  
the holiday season, and set to en-
thral families at the Qatar National 
Convention Centre (QNCC) from 
April 10-25. 

Organised by Visit Qatar, this 
event promises an immersive ex-
perience into the world of Lego 
with 26 creatively themed areas 
covering more than 10,000sq m. 
The event is crafted to appeal to 
guests of every age, boasting vari-
ous interactive zones, life-size 
Lego Minifi gure characters and a 
wide selection of dining and hos-
pitality choices. 

Exciting features include cap-
tivating Lego themes, interactive 

zones, life-size Lego fi gures, an 
infl atable bricks bounce park and 
delectable culinary off erings. 

Msheireb joins in the festive 
spirit with the Al Sikka Eid Festival 
at Sikkat Wadi Msheireb, running 
from April 10-28. The festival will 
feature theatrical performances, 
interactive games and diverse 
competitions, promising enter-
tainment for the whole family.

The Old Doha Port will host the 
Coff ee Tea & Chocolate Festival 
2024 from April 11-20, giving bev-
erage and chocolate connoisseurs 
a variety of off erings and indulg-
ing them in the fi ner delights of 
these culinary treasures.

On April 12, The Lion King Live 
in Concert is expected to captivate 
audiences at QNCC’s Al Mayassa 
Theatre. With a live musical per-
formance of the timeless classic 
fi lm, accompanied by a live or-
chestra, organisers promise an en-
chanting celebration of Disney’s 
beloved tale.

Sports enthusiasts can witness 
extraordinary athleticism at the Al 
Maha Island Aquathlon on April 

13. Hosted by the Qatari Triathlon 
Club, participants can engage in 
excitement on one of Qatar’s new-
est tourist islands.

From April 15-22, the National 
Museum of Qatar (NMoQ) will of-
fer themed tours, providing par-
ticipants with insights into the 
social practices, customs and fes-
tivities associated with Eid al-Fitr.

The second edition of Tech-
nology Education Finance Fash-
ion Art (Teffa) 2024, set from 
April 16-18, will explore the 
transformative impact of artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) across vari-
ous domains of life. Themed “Ai 
R Evolution”, this must-attend 
event for those interested in the 
future of technology will feature 
panel discussions, workshops 
and live performances.

Marking 15 years of exceptional 
music-making, the Qatar Phil-
harmonic Orchestra will deliver 
an extraordinary performance 
from April 18-20 at QNCC’s Au-
ditorium 3. Led by conductor Elias 
Grandy, the festival will feature 
solo repertoire from renowned 

QF volunteers experience true 
joy of giving back to community

Japan Airlines launches
Tokyo-Doha daily service

Volunteers from a wide 
spectrum of backgrounds 
are coming together at QF’s 

Al-Mujadilah Centre and Mosque 
for Women to serve the commu-
nity during Ramadan. 

Established in January 2024, Al-
Mujadilah Centre and Mosque for 
Women is dedicated to supporting 
Muslim women and fostering so-
ciety. It off ers a blend of religious, 
developmental and social pro-
grammes for Muslim women.

Ranaa Smith, head of events 
and outreach at Al-Mujadilah, 
emphasised the importance of 
volunteering and how it is a refl ec-
tion of the centre’s values, say-
ing: “Al Mujadilah’s core values 
are dignity, service, integrity and 
knowledge, and our volunteers 
are a living embodiment of these 
values.”

With Al-Mujadilah off ering 
volunteering opportunities dur-

ing Taraweeh and Qiyaam prayers, 
Smith explained that, when seek-
ing volunteers, specifi c qualities 
or skills are sought to enhance the 
impact of the centre’s Ramadan 
initiatives. 

“Al-Mujadilah takes great care 
to ensure that all volunteers are 
adequately prepared to fulfi l their 
roles with profi ciency and com-
passion,” she said. “Our volun-
teers are engaged members of 
our growing community who are 
committed to ensuring that Al-
Mujadilah is a place that welcomes 
women from all backgrounds.” 

“During Ramadan and through-
out the year, we want everyone at 
Al-Mujadilah to feel welcome and 
have a meaningful and fulfi lling 
experience.”

Faizah Abdullah was among 
those who joined the volunteer 
team during Ramadan whose role 
included welcoming worshippers, 

guiding them to the centre’s des-
ignated prayer area and answering 
their queries.

And her most cherished mo-
ment came on the 10th night of 
Ramadan, when a woman from 
Spain embraced Islam at Al-Mu-
jadilah. “Simply being present 
there as a volunteer reaffi  rmed 
the profound reasons behind my 
commitment to volunteering,” she 
said. “It’s a memory that I hold 
dear in my heart.” 

Noura Faraj Abuzuwair, another 
volunteer, cited her love for initi-
ating goodness during Ramadan 
as the driving force behind her 
volunteerism. 

“I’m constantly eager to dis-
cover volunteering opportunities 
through social media, so when 
I discovered this particular one 
through Al-Mujadilah’s social 
media account, I knew I couldn’t 
miss it,” she said.

Japan Airlines (JAL) has com-
menced daily operations to 
and from Qatar, linking Tokyo 

Haneda Airport with Doha’s Ha-
mad International Airport (HIA), 
in the fi rst-ever direct fl ight to the 
Middle East by a Japanese airline.

The inaugural fl ight was oper-
ated on March 31 by a Boeing 787-
9 aircraft with a capacity of 203 
seats. On the historic partnership, 
Sujata Suri, senior vice-president 
(Finance and Procurement) at 
HIA, said: “We are thrilled to wel-
come Japan Airlines to the Mid-
dle East through its renowned 
hub in Doha. The launch of Japan 
Airlines’ daily fl ights from Tokyo 
Haneda to Hamad International 
Airport is a landmark achievement 
and a testament to the fl ourishing 
partnership between both Qatar 
and Japan. 

“Combining Japan Airlines’ 
latest launch with Qatar Airways’ 
recent resumption to Osaka, is 
projected to result in a 50% in-
crease in weekly fl ight frequency 
between Qatar and Japan, which 
underscores Hamad International 
Airport’s commitment to advanc-
ing global travel and enhancing 
passenger experiences”.

“Our new Doha service per-
fectly complements JAL’s global 
network and enables customers 
to seamlessly connect to Europe, 
the Middle East, Africa and South 
America through our partnership 
with Qatar Airways, a member 
of the same oneworld alliance as 
JAL,” said Ross Leggett, JAL man-

aging executive offi  cer and Route 
Marketing senior vice president. 

“The demand for business and 
leisure travel from Doha to Asia 
continues to grow, and we are ex-
cited to off er JAL’s renowned fi ve-
star service and unique approach 
to hospitality to even more travel-
lers,” Leggett added. 

Qatar Airways chief commercial 
offi  cer, Thierry Antinori said: “We 
are very pleased to welcome our 

oneworld partner Japan Airlines to 
Doha and look forward to further 
building our successful relation-
ship for the worldwide customers 
fl ying from and to Japan and North 
Asia.” The inclusion of JAL as the 
10th oneworld airline at HIA fur-
ther solidifi es the airport’s status 
as a crucial oneworld hub – prom-
ising world-class services and 
connectivity to over 190 passenger 
destinations.

The inaugural flight, operated on March 31 by a Boeing 787-9 aircraft 
with a capacity of 203 seats, marks the first-ever flight to the Middle 
East by a Japanese airline – signifying a historic moment in the 
aviation industry, according to Hamad International Airport.

Japan Airlines has commenced daily operations to and from Qatar, 
linking Tokyo Haneda Airport with Doha’s Hamad International Airport.

Volunteers at QF’s Al-Mujadilah Centre and Mosque for Women .

NMoQ will off er themed tours, providing participants with insights into the social practices, customs and 
festivities associated with Eid al-Fitr from April 15-22.

composers and highlight the or-
chestra’s international journey.

Meanwhile, artistic gymnastics 
enthusiasts can witness world-
class performances at the 16th FIG 

Artistic Gymnastics World Cup 
Taishan from April 19-20 at the 
Aspire Ladies Sports Hall.

From April 30-May 2, the Au-
tonomous e-Mobility Forum at 

QNCC will provide a platform for 
experts to discuss the future of 
driverless e-mobility, addressing 
technological and policy chal-
lenges.

Lego Shows Qatar 2024 The Lion King
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