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Shura reiterates 
parliamentarians’ 
role in supporting 
disability rights
QNA
Geneva

The Shura Council empha-
sised the role of parlia-
mentarians in improving 

the living conditions of persons 
with disabilities, protecting their 
rights through legislation, moni-
toring its implementation, and 
preparing budgets to ensure a de-
cent life for them.

This came in a speech by Mem-
ber of the Council Dr Sultan bin 
Hassan al-Dosari at the meeting 
of the permanent committee on 
democracy and human rights of 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union 
held as part of the 148th General 
Assembly of the Union hosted in 
Geneva. The meeting discussed 
the topic of sustainable meas-
ures to improve the living condi-
tions of persons with disabilities, 
including their opportunities in 
education and employment.

Dr al-Dosari highlighted the 
important role of parliaments in 
monitoring the implementation of 
agreements concerning the rights 
of persons with disabilities, not-
ing that Qatar was among the fi rst 
countries to ratify the UN Conven-
tion on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities in 2008, along with 
similar international conventions.

He pointed out Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030’s emphasis 
on achieving equality and justice 
for all segments of society. He 
highlighted the rights aff orded to 
persons with disabilities in Qatar 
under legislation, ensuring their 
access to education, skills acqui-
sition, medical, psychological, 

cultural, and social care, as well as 
providing employment opportu-
nities suited to their abilities and 
qualifi cations. He also mentioned 
that Doha will host the 4th World 
Disability Summit in 2028 in col-
laboration with the International 
Disability Alliance.

Dr al-Dosari reaffi  rmed the 
Shura Council’s support for ef-
forts aimed at enhancing oppor-
tunities for education, employ-
ment, professional development, 
and entrepreneurship for persons 
with disabilities.

In a related context, the Shura 
Council participated in the meet-
ing of the Permanent Committee 
on UN Aff airs of the Inter-Par-
liamentary Union, which focused 
on the topic of the sustainability 
of UN humanitarian work. The 
meeting, represented by Member 
of the Council Ahmed bin Ibra-
him al-Maliki discussed the hu-
manitarian work of UN agencies 
and its contribution to achieving 
sustainable development goals, 
exchanging views on the subject.

Another topic dealt with re-
forming the UN Security Council, 
al-Maliki highlighting the chal-
lenges this entails and Qatar’s 
support for negotiations in this 

regard. He emphasised the need 
for the Security Council to be ef-
fi cient and transparent, which 
would enhance the legitimacy of 
its decisions and expedite their 
implementation. He also dis-
cussed Qatar’s eff orts in this re-
gard and called for restricting 
the veto right, especially as any 
reform of the Security Council 
must go hand in hand with re-
forms in its working methods and 
decision-making mechanisms.

Furthermore, the Shura Coun-
cil delegation participated in 
the 148th General Assembly of 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union, 
where speeches were delivered by 
participating delegations on the 
topic of parliamentary diplomacy. 
On the sidelines of the assembly, 
the Shura Council delegation met 
with a UK parliamentary delega-
tion led by Member of the UK Par-
liament Karen Bradley and Adibat 
Sonetivada, who is the First Dep-
uty Speaker of the Thai House of 
Representatives and head of the 
delegation participating in the as-
sembly’s proceedings.

During the meetings, they re-
viewed parliamentary co-opera-
tion relations and ways to enhance 
them, as well as several topics on 
the agenda of the 148th General 
Assembly of the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union. The Shura Council 
delegation also met with Secre-
tary-General of the Inter-Parlia-
mentary Union Martin Chungong, 
where they discussed ways to en-
hance the close co-operation be-
tween the Shura Council and the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union, along 
with several topics on the agenda 
of the General Assembly.
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Speakers at the “usefulness 
of climate summits in ad-
dressing the risks of cli-

mate change” seminar, which was 
organised by the ‘Flower Each 
Spring’ programme within its Ra-
madan Green Tent, emphasised 
the necessity of concerted eff orts 
at the national, regional, and glo-
bal levels, and implementing what 
was agreed upon in successive 
climate summits since the “Rio 
de Janeiro 1992” Earth Summit to 
“COP28” in Dubai.

Speakers at the seminar, which 
was held via direct attendance 
and video conferencing, consid-
ered that international participa-
tion and commitment to what was 
agreed upon is an international 
goal to confront climate change, 
and a major challenge aff ecting 
various development sectors, en-
vironmental systems, and habitats, 
calling for the necessity of ration-
alising all natural resources and 
changing the unsustainable unfair 
production patterns, depleted and 
unsustainable consumption, and 
adaptation to the consequences of 
climate change due to the impos-
sibility of preventing disasters and 

the possibility of reducing their ef-
fects.

Speakers stressed the need for 
environmental solidarity, build-
ing human capabilities, develop-
ing and transferring technology, 
increasing spending on relevant 
research and establishing part-
nerships, and reducing material 
and technical support measures 
between countries to confront 
climate change. They provided a 
historical overview of the interna-
tional response to the challenges of 
climate change, the causes of disa-
greement, the lack of international 
commitment to climate agree-

ments, the role of green technolo-
gies and industries in reducing the 
eff ects of climate change, and tar-
geted Arab initiatives in this fi eld.

They attributed the reasons for 
disagreement and lack of inter-
national commitment to climate 
agreements to diff ering interests, 
insuffi  cient commitments, as well 
as lax implementation, and the 
complexity of international nego-
tiations as it is fraught with dif-
fering viewpoints, in addition to 
technical and fi nancial challenges.

Participants pointed out that 
green technologies and industries 
play a vital role in reducing the 

eff ects of climate change, which 
contributes to reducing green-
house gas emissions and improv-
ing the quality of life, by using 
clean energy and sustainable ag-
ricultural practices, and ensuring 
recycling, leading to achieving the 
concept of a circular economy.

The attendees reviewed Arab 
governmental and private initia-
tives aimed at addressing climate 
change in various aspects of sus-
tainable development in the re-
gion, including the Saudi Green 
Initiative, which began in 2021 and 
aims to protect the environment 
and transitional energy, sustaina-

bility programmes, compensation, 
and reduction of carbon emissions, 
aff orestation, protection of terres-
trial and marine areas, and state 
eff orts. 

The also reviewed Qatar’s com-
mitment to plant 10mn trees; 
Morocco’s strategy to address the 
eff ects of climate change by in-
tegrating the environmental di-
mension and the issue of climate 
change into many key sectors such 
as energy, agriculture, industry, 
tourism, and fi shing; the Arab 
Group for the Protection of Nature, 
which is concerned with planting 
millions of fruit trees in the occu-
pied territories of Palestine, and 
the Arab Youth Climate Network 
to involve them in sustainability 
activities and programmes to ad-
dress climate change; and the Arab 
regional centre for climate knowl-
edge, which works to enhance co-
operation between countries to ad-
dress climate change and enhance 
adaptation capabilities throughout 
the Arab region and also highlights 

the need for urgent, co-ordinated, 
and eff ective action, as well as ade-
quate funding to make a diff erence 
in tackling rising temperatures and 
climate challenges.

Speakers pointed out that what 
we are seeing in terms of fi res, 
fl oods, hurricanes, and heat waves 
in places that are not accustomed 
to these climates is not the result 
of a coincidence, or something 
that happened overnight, but 
rather is the result of decisions 
that were not taken for decades, 
the absence of a global environ-
mental vision, and the marginali-
sation of some communities and 
nationalities that are in the fi rst 
frontline. They noted that the cli-
mate change dilemma is not only 
related to reducing emissions, 
but rather is part of the issue of 
achieving sustainable develop-
ment that includes the right to 
equality and non-marginalisation 
and investing resources optimally, 
without compromising the rights 
of future generations.
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Green Tent reviews global initiatives 
taken to address climate change risks

The forum emphasises the need 
to rationalise resources, change 
patterns of “unjust production”, 
“depleted consumption”

FEC forum discusses challenges facing environmentalists

The Ministry of Sports and 
Youth’s Friends of the Envi-
ronment Centre (FEC) held 

the fi rst symposium of the ‘Third 
Environmental Forum 2024’, an 
event seeking to identify and over-
come the challenges facing envi-
ronmentalists.

Themed ‘The Environmen-
tal Activist: Challenges and So-
lutions,’ the symposium hosted 
President and Founder of the Qa-
tari Environment Lens Initiative, 
Hamad al-Khulaifi , and President 
and Founder of the Ali Al Henzab 
Initiative for Aff orestation and 

Combating Desertifi cation, Ali al-
Henzab. The two conservationists 
called for setting up channels of 
communication between them and 
the concerned agencies in a bid to 
develop a common vision for pro-
tecting the local environment and 
enriching its biodiversity.

They stressed the importance 
of developing the Environmental 
Pioneers Initiative launched by 
the Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change, by developing a 
specifi c mechanism to activate it 
on the ground to preserve and pro-
tect the Qatari environment. Call-

ing for intensifi ed environmen-
tal awareness campaigns among 
the local community members to 
battle environmental challenges, 
they highlighted the importance 
of spreading sustainable practices 
especially among school and uni-
versity students.

In a press statement on the side-
lines of the forum, CEO of the FEC, 
Farhoud al-Hajri, stressed the im-
portance of the forum in moni-
toring many local environmental 
challenges and proposing sustain-
able solutions to them, through 
discussions that take place be-

tween experts and environmental 
enthusiasts and state offi  cials. The 
two previous successful editions 
of the forum prompted the FEC to 
organise the third edition, he said.

He stated that the current sym-
posium focused on the challenges 
facing activists and those interest-
ed in environmental aff airs, not-
ing that the topics of discussion 
included the role of the environ-
mental activist in preserving the 
environment, and his activity in 
spreading environmental aware-
ness among segments of society. 
(QNA)
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Qatar Charity hosts Iftar events for 
numerous expatriate communities

As part of its ongoing 
Ramadan campaign 
‘Endless Giving’, Qatar 

Charity (QC) continues to organize 
Iftar events for fasting individuals 
from various communities residing 
in Qatar, including the Pakistani 
community. It is expected that 
21,000 people will benefit from 
these Iftar events during the holy 
month of Ramadan.

The Iftar gatherings, arranged 
for members of Arab, Asian, and 
African communities, seek to 
foster values of solidarity and 
collaboration among individuals 
from diverse communities, 

while enhancing interaction 
between them. These gatherings 
incorporate religious programs 
and sermons.

Iftar Event for 
Pakistani Community 

In this context, Qatar Charity 
(QC) organized an Iftar event 
for members of the Pakistani 
community residing in Qatar. 
Around 700 fasting individuals 
from the community participated 
in the event, which was held under 
the supervision of Qatar Charity’s 
Social Development Centre - 
Communities.

The Iftar event included a 
sermon delivered by Mr. Mubashir 
Nadeem the Secretary-General 
of the Pakistan Welfare Forum 
(PWF). He spoke about the virtues 
of Ramadan, emphasizing the 
importance of fasting, night 
prayers, good deeds, charity, and 
social service. He encouraged the 
participants to contribute to the 
forum’s campaign through Qatar 
Charity for the benefit of the 
Pakistani community. Additionally, 
he provided an overview of Qatar 
Charity, highlighting the forum’s 
services in education, medical 
assistance, and family social care, 
in collaboration with Qatar Charity.

Participants expressed their 
happiness at being part of this 
event that brings joy to their 
community members. Mr. Abdul 
Moqtader, a member of the 
Pakistani community, extended 
his sincere gratitude to the 
generous people of Qatar and 
Qatar Charity for organizing 
a group Iftar event for their 
community. He emphasized 
that this initiative symbolizes 
a unique moment and an 
excellent opportunity for them 
to gather during the sacred 
month of Ramadan, thereby 
strengthening social cohesion 
among community members. 

He also expressed his eagerness 
to participate in Qatar Charity’s 
activities and events in the future.

It is worth mentioning that 
the number of beneficiaries 
from Qatar Charity’s Ramadan 
campaign ‘Endless Giving’ within 
the state of Qatar reaches up to 
900,000 people. The campaign’s 
projects include Feed the 
Fasting, Zakat al-Fitr, Eid Gifts 
for Orphans and Children of 
Low-Income Families, in addition 
to the assistance through the 
‘Alaqraboon’ platform and 
cultural, social, and volunteer 
programs and events.
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What the Qur’an means to Muslims

The Qur’an is Allah’s speech, not a created thing 
that may perish nor is it an attribute of any 
created thing. It is an absolute fact that Allah 

Himself is not created but rather He is the Creator. 
One of His attributes which He has informed us about 
through His Book is that He speaks and speech is of 
course with words. It is precisely because the speech 
and words in the Qur’an are from Allah that the Qur’an 
itself is not created.

One should not be confused between this and the 
fact that the Words of Allah can be expressed in writ-
ing and bound within the pages of a book that human 
beings can read and recite. Allah states: And if anyone 
of the mushrikeen (polytheists) seeks your protec-
tion, then grant him protection, so that he may hear 
the Word of Allah (the Qur’an). [Qur’an 9:6] 

The Qur’an was brought down by Jibreel (Gabriel) 
to Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, 
and over a period of 23 years it was revealed in por-
tions and piecemeal as circumstances warranted. Al-
lah states: And truly this (the Qur’an) is a revelation 
from the Lord of the ‘aalamin (mankind, jinns and all 
that exists) which the trustworthy Ruh (Jibreel) has 
brought down [Qur’an 26: 192-193.] And He said: And 
those who disbelieved say: ‘Why is not the Qur’an 
revealed to him all at once?’. Thus (it is sent down in 
parts) that We may strengthen your heart thereby. 
And We have revealed it to you gradually, in stages. 
[Qur’an 25:32]

The Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, would 
memorise the verses he received and recite them to 
the companions and ordered them to write them down 
immediately. Whatever those expert scribes and ap-
pointed recorders wrote was checked by the Prophet 
himself. The Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu ‘alaihi 
wa sallam, had no formal schooling and he is referred 
to by Allah as being ummee or illiterate. This adds to 
the miraculous nature of the Qur’an and the Prophet’s 
own statements which could not have been uttered by 
one such as he without divine intervention. 

The Qur’an is the last of Allah’s scriptures divided 
into 114 Surahs (chapters) of unequal length. It starts 
with Surah Al-Faatiha (The Opening) and ends with 
Surah An-Nas (Mankind). It is one of the fundamen-
tal sources of Islamic teachings. It guards the previous 
revelations and reinforces the eternal truth of mono-
theism. The Qur’an stands today as it fi rst came down 
and it always will be. To it there has never been any 
addition, from it there is no omission, and in it there 

has occurred no corruption. Allah said: Do they not 
then consider the Qur’an carefully? Had it been from 
other than Allah they would surely have found therein 
much contradictions. [Qur’an 4:82]

Article source: http://www.islamweb.net/emain-
page/

Awqaf opens 
new mosque 
at Umm Bishr
The Ministry of Endow-

ments (Awqaf) and Is-
lamic Aff airs, represented 

by the Department of Mosques, 
has opened the Sheikha Sheikha 
bint Abdullah Saleh al-Hassan 
al-Sulaiti Mosque in Umm Bishr 
area. 

The mosque, according to a 
statement from Awqaf, accom-
modates more than 500 male 
and female worshippers. Spread 
over a total area of   4,043sq m, 
the mosque has an Imam house.

The opening of the new 
mosque, announced by Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Mohamed bin Jabr 
al-Thani, comes within Awqaf’s 
plan to expand the number of 
mosques in all regions of the 
country, keeping pace with ur-
ban and population growth, in 
line with Qatar National Vision 
2030. 

With number 1393, the 
mosque has a main prayer hall 
with space for 455 male worship-
pers in addition to a women’s hall 
for 60. 

The mosque also includes a 
spacious ablution place in addi-
tion to a large number of public 
parking lots, several of which are 
allocated to persons with dis-
abilities. 

The entrances and exits of the 
mosque are disability-friendly. 
The mosque also has a tall mina-
ret.

The Department of Engineer-
ing Aff airs at the ministry is con-
cerned with fulfi lling the needs 
of the regions in the country for 
mosques and prayer grounds 
while providing temporary 
mosques and supervising their 
preservation as well as preparing 
the annual plan for the mainte-
nance of mosques and imams’ 
residences. These are in co-
ordination with the competent 
authorities.

For mosque designs, the de-
partment takes into account the 
requirements of diff erent ar-
eas along with the guidelines for 
green and sustainable buildings. 

Also, the department focuses 

on the conditions for sustaina-
bility in the use of electricity and 
water, and preserving the aes-
thetics of heritage in designs that 
refl ect the authenticity of Qatari 
and Islamic heritage by the high-
est standards.

The ministry’s plans to build 
mosques also take into ac-
count the population density 
map along with engineering, 
architectural specifi cations 

and the heritage aspect within 
the framework of caring for the 
mosques to perform worship and 
to serve the worshippers.

Awqaf’s website provides the 
facility to search for mosque 
locations geographically, ac-
cording to the global navigation 
system, through accurate and 
specifi c maps that facilitate ac-
cess to mosque locations in all 
cities across the country.

Specialised education advances Qatari theatre: academics
QNA
Doha

Academic education plays a 
crucial role in developing 
and promoting the art of 

theatre, and is an important ap-
proach to developing playwrights, 
actors, directors, technicians, and 
others.

A number of academics con-
cerned with the theatre arts pro-
gramme at the Community Col-
lege of Qatar (CCQ) stressed the 
importance of this specialised 
course in advancing Qatari thea-
tre. 

They were speaking on the oc-
casion of the World Theatre Day 
which is marked on March 27 eve-
ry year.

Academic education in the fi eld 
of theatre contributes to achieving 
a deep understanding of the histo-
ry of theatre and its development 
across diff erent eras and cultures, 
they said. Students learn about 
classical and contemporary the-
atrical works, important authors, 

and infl uential theatrical move-
ments, which helps them expand 
their artistic horizons and develop 
a comprehensive vision for theatre 
and refl ects positively on the the-
atrical movement in Qatar, they 
added.

Dean of the Liberal Arts Divi-
sion at CCQ, Dr al-Jazi Faraj al-
Athba al-Marri, said the theatre 
arts programme at CCQ, estab-
lished in 2015, is the only one in 
the country specialised in theatri-
cal preparation, which represents 
an added value that contributes to 
discovering and developing stu-
dents’ creative talents.

She considered the programme 
a fertile resource that provides 
Qatari society with new genera-
tions of young artists and crea-
tors, who interact and participate 
strongly in theatrical and dramatic 
works. She noted the programme 
opens new horizons in the fi eld of 
digital content creation whether 
in the fi elds of advertising or mar-
keting through artistic and crea-
tive methods.

One of the most important 

features of the Qatar National 
Vision 2030 is building a mod-
ern state with the necessity of 
preserving its heritage and con-
solidating its values and tradi-
tions, she said pointing out that 
theatre and the arts in general 
are considered essential tools for 
preserving these values, customs 
and traditions, ensuring their 
continuity and transfer between 
generations, as well as instill-
ing the spirit of belonging and 
citizenship, and urging young 
people to create, innovate, and 
develop capabilities.

The human, social, and eco-
nomic development on which the 
vision is based is complimented by 
encouraging and supporting these 
arts such as encouraging muse-
ums, dramatic and performing 
arts, creative arts, and digital arts, 
which have become present in 
theories of economics and mod-
ern media.

Dr al-Jazi stressed that the 
theatre arts programme seeks to 
advance the artistic and cultural 
movement by qualifying Qatari 

cadres specialised in drama and 
theatre sciences both in theoreti-
cal and applied aspects, pointing 
out that the Qatari labour mar-
ket, in its various sectors, is in dire 
need of artists and creators not 
only in the fi eld of acting but also 
in the fi elds of drama, criticism, 
design, décor, theatre manage-
ment, and directing.

Theatre arts programme co-
ordinator at the Community 
College of Qatar (CCQ), Dr Said 
Ennaji, said the programme of-
fers specialised tracks; drama 
and criticism, design and decor, 
theatre management, and acting 
and directing, which led to many 
graduates leaving an impact on 
the artistic and cultural scene in 
Qatar.

Dr Ennaji explained that the 
modules in the programme rely 
on the latest methods of teaching, 
learning and evaluation by linking 
the practical and theoretical as-
pects and encouraging critical and 
creative thinking among students.

There was a focus to ensure that 
the theatre arts programme be 

at the same level as similar pro-
grammes from diff erent univer-
sities to have graduates be on the 
same wavelength as their peers 
elsewhere and be able to have an 
effi  cient and competent pres-
ence in Qatar’s labour market, he 
added.

Dr Ennaji said the programme 
needs to keep pace with the 
transformations that the fi eld 
is witnessing worldwide. Per-
formance, writing, and criticism 
should all be combined to present 
artistic products with multiple 
characteristics. Development 
should also be seen in the fi elds of 
design and commercial and eco-
nomic marketing. Digital con-
tent can also be created through 
videos which could benefi t many 
institutions by showcasing their 
work. In light of technological 
developments and artifi cial intel-
ligence (AI) techniques, the thea-
tre arts programme must also be 
developed in this regard.

Performing arts have become a 
key aspect of modern societies for 
diff erent purposes such as enter-

tainment, marketing, or educa-
tion.

Dr Ennaji believes that adapting 
creative arts is needed in countries 
like Qatar which invests heavily 
in media, museums, smart parks, 
smart city design, and more.

The theatre arts programme 
co-ordinator at CCQ said that 
there are a number of graduates 
who have integrated into theatre 
groups in Qatar, while other grad-
uates preferred to establish their 
own artistic production compa-
nies. Most of the theatre projects 
launched by the Ministry of Cul-
ture feature graduates of the pro-
gramme.

This has made the programme 
have a signifi cant impact even at 
the College which has now em-
braced theatrical events such as 
student graduation plays, the cel-
ebration of World Theatre Day, as 
well as holding related workshops.

The continuation of this im-
pact on Qatar’s art scene can only 
be achieved with the support of 
all concerned parties and institu-
tions, Dr Ennaji said.

Lexus, Toyota, Suzuki 
models recalled
The Ministry of Commerce 

and Industry (MoCI), in 
co-operation with Al Ab-

dulghani Motors, has announced 
the recall of Lexus LX, and Toy-
ota Land Cruiser, 2022-2024 
models, as it is possible that the 
vehicle parked in gear position 
‘N (Neutral)’ without applying 
the service brake or the park-
ing brake will move forward at a 
low speed (up to approximately 
5-6kph).

The MoCI, in co-operation 
with Teyseer Motors, has an-
nounced the recall of Suzuki 

Jimny, 2018-2019 models, over a 
possible defect in the fuel pump, 
which may cause the engine to 
stall.

The MoCI said the recall 
campaign comes within the 
framework of its ongoing ef-
forts to protect consumers 
and ensure that dealers follow 
up on vehicle defects and re-
pairs.

The MoCI said it will co-ordi-
nate with the dealer to follow up 
on the maintenance and repair 
works and will communicate 
with customers to ensure that 

the necessary repairs are carried 
out. 

The MoCI has urged all cus-
tomers to report any violations 
to its Consumer Protection and 
Anti-Commercial Fraud Depart-
ment, which processes com-
plaints, inquires and suggestions 
through the following chan-
nels: Call Centre: 16001, e-mail: 
info@moci.gov.qa, X (formerly 
Twitter) - @MOCIQATAR, In-
stagram MOCIQATAR. 

The MOCI_QATAR mobile ap-
plication is available on iPhone 
and Android devices.

The Qatar Diabetes Association 
(QDA) organised an eventful 
evening for diabetic children 
and their families to celebrate 
Garangao.
Garangao is one of the most 
important and popular Ramadan 
events in Qatar and the Gulf. 
It comes on the 14th night 
of Ramadan to celebrate the 
halfway point of the holy month.
About 50 children and their 
families participated in the event 
in their traditional costumes 
singing popular Garangao 
songs, bringing back memories 
and reviving Qatar’s heritage 
and traditions.
The QDA’s celebration also 
included a variety of popular 
games, crafts and artistic 
activities, as well as gifting 
traditional Garangao items 
which brought joy to the 
children.
The event additionally marked 
an enjoyable educational 
experience for the children 
as they learned about the 
beautiful past and heritage of 
their families and grandparents 
and the value of celebrating 
Garangao to Qataris.
Garangao is one of the most 
prominent customs and 
traditions in Qatar. It strengthens 
the fabric of society, its entity 
and social interaction. It also 
develops in children behavioural 
patterns that contributes to 
shaping their personalities and 
instils religious values. (QNA)

Qatar Diabetes Association Qatar Diabetes Association 
celebrates Garangaocelebrates Garangao
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