
US: Rafah operation 
would be mistake

Cuba protests show
dire situation: US

Al Jazeera’s Gaza 
journalist arrested

US President Joe Biden told 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu yesterday he was 
deeply concerned by Israeli 
plans for a ground operation 
in Gaza’s Rafah, adding that an 
off ensive would be a “mistake,” 
the White House said. Netanyahu 
had also agreed to Biden’s 
request to send a delegation 
of senior Israeli off icials to 
Washington to discuss the plans 
and a possible “alternative 
approach,” National Security 
Advisor Jake Sullivan said.

The United States said that rare 
protests in Cuba were a response 
over the “dire situation” on 
electricity and food shortages and 
rejected Havana’s accusations 
of interference. “The US is not 
behind these protests in Cuba and 
the accusation of that is absurd,” 
State Department spokesman 
Vedant Patel told reporters.

Qatar-based broadcaster Al 
Jazeera said Israeli forces 
had beaten and arrested its 
correspondent Ismail Alghoul 
during a raid yesterday on 
Gaza’s largest hospital, urging 
his release. The Israeli army said 
it was battling Hamas militants 
at the Al-Shifa hospital, which 
was crowded with patients and 
displaced people. “Al Jazeera 
Media Network demands 
the immediate release of its 
correspondent and the other 
journalists who were detained 
alongside him, and holds 
the occupation forces fully 
responsible for their safety,” the 
channel said in a statement.
“Ismail Alghoul was arrested 
this morning inside Al-Shifa 
Hospital along with a number 
of journalists while covering 
the Israeli occupation forces’ 
attack on the hospital. According 
to eyewitnesses, Ismail was 
severely beaten and taken to an 
unknown location,” it added.
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Prayer times

Fasting times

Whoever prays the (optional) 
night prayers during Ramadan 
(Taraweeh) out of sincere faith 
and hoping for a reward from 
Allah, then all his previous sins 
will be forgiven.  [Al-Bukhari]

Iftar today .............................5.47pm
Imsak tomorrow..................4.11am

Fajr....4.22;   Zuhr....11.42;  Asr....3.08; 
Maghrib.....5.47;   Isha.....7.17

    RAMADAN THOUGHT

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani hosted, at Lusail Palace yesterday, an Iftar banquet in honour of scholars, judges, clerics, members of the Public Prosecution, and members of education sector on the 
occasion of the Holy Month of Ramadan. The banquet was attended by His Highness the Personal Representative of the Amir Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad al-Thani, along with a number of Their Excellencies Sheikhs, Ministers and 
senior off icials. (QNA) Page 2

Amir holds Iftar banquet for scholars, members of Public Prosecution, education sector

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
received yesterday in his off ice 
at Lusail Palace the credentials 
of five new ambassadors to 
Qatar.
His Highness received the 
credentials of ambassador of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan 
Ashraf Khujaev, ambassador of 
the Republic of Kenya Mohamed 
Noor Adan, ambassador of 
the Republic of South Sudan 
Ajang Moyick Ajang Tongbal, 
ambassador of the Republic of 
Sierra Leone Ahmed Tejan Fadlu-
Deen, and ambassador of the 

Islamic Republic of Mauritania 
Mohamed al-Amin Salman.
His Highness the Amir welcomed 
the new ambassadors, wishing 
them success in their missions, 
and the relations between Qatar 
and their countries further 
development and growth.
For their part, the ambassadors 
conveyed to His Highness the 
greetings of the leaders of their 
countries and their wishes 
of continued progress and 
prosperity to the Qatari people.
The ambassadors were accorded 
off icial reception ceremonies 
earlier. (QNA) Page 2

Amir receives credentials of five new ambassadors

Ramadan: MoPH intensifi es food safety measures

The Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH) has inten-
sifi ed inspections of local 

food outlets to ensure the safety 
of products that are handled, mar-
keted, and consumed during the 
holy month of Ramadan, in ad-
dition to tightening control over 
food consignments imported from 
abroad at air, sea, and land ports.

Health surveillance has been 
intensified on the establish-
ments most visited by consum-
ers, such as hypermarkets and 
popular kitchens, in addition to 
food establishments, especially 
butcheries, a statement said. 
Also, the population density has 
been taken into account while 

choosing the locations of estab-
lishments included in the food 
inspection campaigns to ensure 
the highest possible level of food 
safety during the holy month. 

With regard to the control of 
imported food, the MoPH sta-
tistics recorded the checking of 
up to 534,534,971kg of food dur-
ing the fi rst quarter of 2024, with 
404,621,442kg released after 
proving their compliance with the 
requirements, while 7,322,183kg 
were rejected and 10,311kg de-
stroyed after being found unfi t for 
consumption.

Due to the increase in the 
number of food consignments 
to Qatar during this period, the 

number of food inspectors at 
land, sea and air ports has been 
increased. The health units at the 
ports also work round the clock 

on a shift system to ensure the 
smooth and fast control process 
and the fl ow of goods in a manner 
that covers the needs of the mar-
ket.

Local inspections and port in-
spections are carried out using the 
electronic (Watheq) system and 
in accordance with standard op-
erating procedures that have ob-
tained international accreditation 
from the American Accreditation 
Council (ANAB) in accordance 
with the international standard 
ISO 17020 (ISO:17020).

In order to ensure the safety 
of food and its compliance with 
the requirements and standards, 
inspectors at outlets and in local 

food establishments take samples 
that are examined at the MoPH 
Food Safety Laboratory which 
also work under the shift system 
throughout Ramadan to increase 
its capacity in line with the inten-
sifi cation of control procedures.

In order to consolidate the prin-
ciple of “food safety is a shared 
responsibility”, the MoPH Food 
Safety Department is constantly 
promoting a culture of food safety 
among the various stakeholders in 
the food process, including con-
sumers and food establishments, 
and virtual workshops are organ-
ised for representatives of food 
establishments and food handlers, 
the statement added.

Al-Attiyah Foundation, 
US-based CFTNI sign 
MoU to bolster research

The Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-
Attiyah International Founda-
tion for Energy and Sustain-

able Development and the US-based 
Center for the National Interest 
(CFTNI) have embarked on a signifi -
cant partnership by signing a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU). 

This collaboration aims to bol-
ster research, education, and dia-
logue in the fi elds of energy and 

sustainability while fostering con-
structive relations between Qatar 
and the United States.

HE Abdullah bin Hamad al-At-
tiyah, Chairman of the Al-Attiyah 
Foundation, and Paul Saunders, 
President of CFTNI, ceremoni-
ally ratifi ed the agreement during 
a virtual meeting, symbolising 
their organisations’ commitment 
to this cause. To Page 4

HE Abdullah bin Hamad al-Attiyah and Paul Saunders ratified the MoU.

Israel attacks Gaza’s 
Al-Shifa hospital again

AFP
Gaza Strip

Fighting raged yesterday in 
and around the besieged 
Gaza Strip’s largest hos-

pital complex where Israel said 
its forces killed and arrested 
Hamas militants, as Palestin-
ians fled by foot under heavy 
bombardment.

While the army launched the 
overnight raid at Gaza City’s Al-
Shifa hospital, the Israeli govern-
ment sent the head of its Mossad 
spy agency to Qatar for renewed 
talks toward a ceasefi re and hos-
tage release deal.

The devastating war since Oc-
tober 7 has left roughly half of 
Gazans — around 1.1mn people 

— experiencing “catastrophic” 
hunger, a UN-backed food secu-
rity assessment warned.

The expert report is “exhibit 
A for the need for an immedi-
ate humanitarian ceasefi re”, said 
UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres, decrying an “entirely 
man-made disaster”.

Gaza’s soaring civilian death 

toll and large-scale destruction 
have hardened global opposition 
to Israel’s military operation and 
siege, including accusations of 
deliberate starvation of Palestin-
ian civilians.

Israel has carried out a re-
lentless bombing campaign and 
ground off ensive that Gaza’s 
health ministry says has killed at 
least 31,726 people, most of them 
women and children.

In the latest heavy battle, Is-
raeli forces raided Al-Shifa in an 
operation the army said targeted 
senior Hamas militants.

Witnesses reported air strikes 
and tanks near the complex 
crowded with thousands of Pal-
estinian patients and displaced 
people.

The health ministry in the Ha-
mas-run Gaza Strip said nearby 
residents had reported dozens 
of casualties who could not be 
helped “due to the intensity of 
gunfi re and artillery shelling”.

Palestinians fleeing from the 
vicinity of Al-Shifa hospital arrive 
at the Nuseirat refugee camp in 
the central Gaza Strip yesterday.

Massacre toll 
rises to 31,726
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani hosted, at Lusail Palace yesterday, an Iftar banquet in honour of scholars, judges, clerics, members of the Public Prosecution, and members of education sector on 
the occasion of the holy month of Ramadan. The banquet was attended by His Highness the Personal Representative of the Amir Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad al-Thani, along with a number of Sheikhs, ministers and senior 
off icials. (QNA)

Amir hosts Iftar banquet in honour of clerics, judges, officials

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani received yesterday in his off ice at Lusail 
Palace the credentials of new ambassadors to 
Qatar. His Highness received the credentials 
of ambassador of Kenya Mohamed Noor 
Adan, ambassador of South Sudan Ajang 
Moyick Ajang Tongbal, ambassador of Sierra 
Leone Ahmed Tejan Fadlu-Deen. His Highness 
the Amir welcomed the new ambassadors, 
wishing them success in their missions, and the 
relations between Qatar and their countries 
further development and growth. For their part, 
the ambassadors conveyed to His Highness 
the greetings of the leaders of their countries 
and their wishes of continued progress 
and prosperity to the Qatari people. The 
ambassadors were accorded off icial reception 
ceremonies earlier. (QNA)

Amir receives credentials of new ambassadorsShura reviews draft law amending 
some provisions of Penal Code

The Shura Council held its weekly meeting yesterday under the 
chairpersonship of its Speaker HE the Hassan bin Abdullah al-
Ghanem. The Council reviewed a draft law amending some pro-

visions of the Penal Code promulgated by Law No 11 of 2004, referred 
to it by the esteemed government. 

The Council decided to refer the draft law to the Legal and Legisla-
tive Aff airs Committee to study it and submit its report thereon to the 
Council. During the session, the Council also approved a draft law to 
repeal Law No 2 of 1991 regarding imposing a fee on extracting certifi -
cates issued by the Ministry of Interior and its affi  liated agencies, and 
Law No 7 of 1991 regarding imposing a fee on extracting certifi cates 
issued by the Ministry of Defence, after reviewing the report of the In-
ternal and External Aff airs Committee.

The Shura Council reviewed the report of its delegation’s participa-
tion in the round table meeting on the Arab Declaration on Combat-
ing all Forms of Violence against Women and Girls, which was held via 
videoconferencing last December.

It also reviewed its delegation’s participation in the 51st Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) Bureau Meeting, held via 
videoconferencing in December. (QNA)
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Workshop held on new version of waste disposal permit services

The Ministry of Municipality, 
represented by the Waste 
Recycling and Treatment 

Department, held a workshop for 
government agencies, institutions, 
and private sector companies on 
the pilot launch of the new version 
of waste disposal permit services 
concurrently with the Global Re-
cycling Day.

The workshop was intended to 
brief the participants on the new 
services ahead of the fi nal launch 
date of the version scheduled for 
March 30 to mark the International 
Day of Zero Waste. The new ver-
sion comes within the ministry’s 
endeavour to upgrade its services 
aff orded to all entities, particu-
larly the private sector, in addition 
to bolstering its role as partner for 
the public sector in advancing the 
community, in pursuit of achieving 
the Qatar National Vision 2030.

Addressing the workshop, Di-
rector of Waste Recycling and 

Treatment Department at the 
Ministry of Municipality Engineer 
Hamad Jassim al-Bahr stated that 
the new version for the waste dis-
posal permit services is one of the 
premier services off ered by the 
Ministry of Municipality through 
its offi  cial website to help the ben-
efi ciaries apply for waste disposal 
permits in one of the ministry’s 
authorised landfi lls, pointing out 
that the service has been upgraded 
to be consistent with the ministry’s 
mission that features excellence 
in off ering services and achieving 
quintessential values, primarily for 
the benefi ciaries.

The services are manifestly di-
rected towards the government 
agencies and institutions, along 
with the private sector compa-
nies and community individuals. 
The recent update made for the 
services was essentially aimed at 
streamlining the process of ap-
plying for waste disposal permit 

through a combination of advan-
tages that aim to streamline the 
process, swiftly accomplish the 
mission, and achieve a high level 
of accuracy, transparency and reli-
ability in all work phases, al-Bahr 
highlighted.

He reviewed the most important 
merits of the these services, such 
as the issuance of permits auto-
matically and instantly without 
interference on the part of staff -
ers through vetting all documents 
linked with the Ministry of Inte-
rior, except for some cases such as 
the ownership of motor vehicle by 
person under eighteen, the regis-
tration of vehicle automatically 
with the General Directorate of 
Traffi  c and allow the vehicle with 
valid documents only to register 
so as to achieve maximum levels 
of service thoroughness and reli-
ability, in addition to unifying the 
permits for all vehicle and all plac-
es and not for each site separately, 

he noted, as it was the case in the 
previous system. The new services 
manifestly facilitate the submis-
sion process and streamline the 
procedures for the benefi ciaries, 
he underlined.

He highlighted that the new 
services help the public add per-
mits to the same application for 
a group of vehicles to streamline 
the data entry process, ensure the 
possibility of permit cancellation 
in those services with the activa-
tion of new work rules that restrict 
random cancellation processes, 
unify the permit validity duration 
to be three months and essentially 
link the permit validity duration 
directly with the vehicle registra-
tion expiry date, in addition to 
demonstrating dashboard to ben-
efi ciaries that displays an overall 
summary of permit status, vehicle 
movements, notices, all notes and 
violations recorded on the permits.

There are other numerous ad-

vantages that serve the Waste 
Recycling and Treatment Depart-
ment, such as the registration of 
the actual weight of vehicle and 
load onsite and ensure that all ve-
hicles have already disposed waste 
in the correct sites to which they 
will be directed when entering 
from the site gate and never dump 
the waste in the unauthorised 
sites, al-Bahr pointed out.

For her part, Director of Infor-
mation Systems Department at the 
Ministry of Municipality, Dr Ham-
da al-Maadeed highlighted that 
the new version of waste disposal 
permit services comes within the 
outputs of the ministry’s digital 
transportation project currently 
underway, adding that the project, 
in question, aims to achieve a com-
prehensive digital transformation 
for its services primarily founded 
in the cutting-edge technolo-
gies, such as AI and re-engineer-
ing service procedures through 

streamlining the procedures and 
requirements.

The new version is a perfect 
model for the services that have 
been launched within the project 
and will defi nitely achieve a para-
digm shift in terms of performance 
and quality, she said, adding that 
the ministry’s digital transforma-
tion project currently underway 
strives to make comprehensive de-
velopment for 400 services, with 
the total number of the available 
e-services on the website reach-
ing 148, the number of services on 
the ministry’s “Oun” application 
reaching 139, al-Maadeed noted, 
stating that the new services will 
off er numerous new technical and 
functional advantages, such as the 
electronic link with multiple data 
sources of other state institutions 
and, the easy access to informa-
tion, as well as issuance and can-
cellation of permits electronically. 
(QNA)

QC distributes Ramadan 
food baskets in 40 nations

Qatar Charity (QC) contin-
ues to implement its Ram-
adan projects in 40 coun-

tries including the Iftar project 
for the fasting person (distribut-
ing Ramadan food baskets). These 
countries include Bangladesh, 
Pakistan, and Albania and the bas-
kets benefi t poor families, widows, 
orphans, and families aff ected by 
disasters.

In Bangladesh, QC’s humanitar-
ian aid is benefi ting 17,620 people 
from poor families and orphans. 
The food baskets include basic 
food supplies suffi  cient for families 
to prepare their breakfast meals.

A government offi  cial in the 
Dhaka region, Akram Sakabi, said: 
“Poor families receive valuable aid 
from Qatar Charity that is suf-
fi cient for them for a month. We 
thank the benevolent people in 
Qatar for this kind initiative.”

In Pakistan, QC distributed food 
baskets to 71,750 people, com-
prising poor families aff ected by 
the fl oods and Afghan refugees. 
Afghan Refugee Commissioner 
in Balochistan, Arbab Talib, said: 
“We are grateful to the good people 
in Qatar for making the month of 

Ramadan easy on refugees.”
Mohamed Hussain, assistant 

commissioner of the fl ood-aff ect-
ed Khairpur District in Sindh, said 
Qatar Charity has built 12 houses. 
“From fl oods, installing water, 
sanitation, and hygiene interven-
tions, and providing livelihood op-
portunities for skilled communi-
ties, this support during the holy 
month of Ramadan is the largest 
support from Qatar Charity to 
those aff ected by the fl oods.”

Mala Faizullah, an Afghan refu-
gee who lives with her husband 

and 11 children in Quetta village, 
said: “I work for daily wages, be-
cause of Ramadan, there is no 
work, and it is diffi  cult to provide 
food and other basic needs for my 
children. 

“I received a food basket from 
Qatar Charity, which is enough 
for me for a month. I can feed my 
children during the holy month of 
Ramadan, and now I do not feel 
anxious.

In Albania, QC provided food 
baskets to 380 orphan families, the 
statement added.

HE the Special Envoy of the Minister of Foreign Aff airs ambassador Faisal bin Abdullah al-Hanzab 
met with Korean charge d’aff aires to Afghanistan Sung-hwan Moon. The meeting discussed the latest 
developments in Afghanistan.

HE the Special Envoy of the Minister of Foreign Aff airs ambassador Faisal bin Abdullah al-Hanzab met 
with UK ambassador to Qatar Neerav Patel, and chargé d’aff aires of the UK Mission to Afghanistan Robert 
Chatterton Dickson. The meeting reviewed co-operation relations between the two countries and the 
latest developments in Afghanistan. (QNA)

Qatar special envoy meets diplomatsThe Majlis: a forum where family, 
friends and relatives get together

Ramadan is a unique month 
dedicated to fasting, pray-
ing, and reciting the Holy 

Qur’an, during which generos-
ity blends with the spirit of fra-
ternity and social cohesion and 
earns appreciation and interest as 
an occasion that transcends the 
religious one to encompass ear-
nest social bonds of the Islamic 
nation. It is also an opportunity 
to promote social relationships 
and bolster love and co-operative 
ties among the entire community 
segments.

The Majlis of the people of Qa-
tar is widely demonstrated during 
Ramadan, constituting a hub for 
gathering and engagement be-
tween families and friends with 
candid values of hospitality that 
are part and parcel of the cultural 
and social identity.

There are numerous customs 
and Islamic traits the Majlis of 
the people of Qatar pursue, pri-
marily opening its door to broth-
ers, relatives, and fraternal people 
after the Taraweeh prayer, giving 
the space for communication and 
interaction between them before 
the time of Suhoor followed by a 
new dawn. 

The Majlis is a bridge to cement 
communication and social ties 
refl ecting the spirit of co-oper-
ation and solidarity that signify 
the Qatari community during this 
generous month.

Nasser Ahmed is one of the 
people who is keen to open the 
Majlis for his brothers and all 
relatives and acquaintances. He 
said that the Majlis is a signifi -
cant forum for relatives and all 
people, highlighting that it draws 
an exponential number of visitors 
during Ramadan, with an op-
portunity being given to many of 
them to visit relatives and friends 
who live in far off  regions due to 
their preoccupation with life ne-
cessities and long distances that 

manifestly hamper these visits.
The Majlis is not merely a 

venue for convergence and en-
tertainment, but rather a criti-
cal space for the convergence of 
relatives, friends and acquaint-
ances, where they discuss social 
and public issues, Ahmed pointed 
out, adding that through time it 
has been morphed into platforms 
for discussions and conversa-
tions, where ideas and perspec-
tives converge, constituting a 
fertile ground to educate the new 
generations about the etiquette of 
discussion and conversation, as 
well as hospitality which is a core 
part of the cultural and social pat-
rimony.

The process of fl ocking to the 
Majlis is virtually mounting dur-
ing Ramadan, owing to its unique 
nature, along with the religious 
and social characteristics that 
promote gathering and synergy 
among folks, Ahmed noted, un-
derlining the tremendous role the 
Majlis performs through history 
in fostering social engagement 
and off ering the opportunity for 
individuals to gather and interact, 
particularly during the meal that 
precedes Suhoor which is known 
as ‘Ghabga’.

He highlighted that the Majlis 
has been dramatically aff ected by 
the emergence of state-of-the-
art social media, but it continued 
as a platform for education and a 
source of news and discussions, 
noting the crucial religious role 
played by the Majlis during Ra-
madan, such as recitation of the 
Holy Qur’an.

The Majlis draws large crowds 
of people, is open to all age 
groups, and is not restricted to 
the elderly people, including all 
young people who take advan-
tage of the previous generations, 
Ahmed stated.

Fahd Hamad emphasised that 
parents are committed to accom-

panying their sons to the Majlis to 
help them internalise knowledge 
from the elderly people, in addi-
tion to talking and taking part in 
public discussions. Also, for the 
sake of preserving the Qatari her-
itage and traditions, during these 
occasions, children learn how to 
pour coff ee based on the inveter-
ate traditions.

He highlighted that ‘Ghabga’ is 
part and parcel of the traditions 
the ancestors had bequeathed to 
generations, where friends and 
neighbours gather around a di-
verse banquet that includes a cor-
nucopia of popular food and deli-
cious meals, adding that it is held 
after Taraweeh prayer, creating 
a buoyant atmosphere of social 
engagement and synergy among 
individuals in terms of the superb 
cultural and social aspects of the 
Qatari tradition.

The Majlis is akin to schools 
that imbue sons and children 
with good traditions and customs 
of ancestors who are widely proud 
of these traits, Hamad under-
lined, affi  rming that during the 
Majlis children are taught its eti-
quette, such as receiving guests 
and listening to elderly people 
while conversations are going on.

For his part, Mohamed Ali said 
that Ramadan Majlis is devoid of 
any sort of chatter and gossip and 
predominantly draws preachers 
and Imams who narrate the sto-
ries and present religious lessons 
that signifi cantly help the attend-
ees internalise the tenets of the 
true Islamic religion, especially 
the children.

He emphasised the importance 
of accompanying children to the 
Majlis to imbue them with good 
customs and the art of hospital-
ity since listening to the elderly 
people would essentially promote 
good morals as an opportunity 
to refrain from state-of-the-art 
communication devices. (QNA)

Ambassador of the State of Qatar to Lebanon Sheikh Saud bin Abdulrahman al-Thani participated 
in the meeting of Speaker of the House of Representatives of Lebanon Nabih Berri with 
ambassadors of the Quintet Committee in Lebanon. During the meeting, they discussed the latest 
developments of the current political situation in Lebanon. (QNA)

Qatar’s envoy attends meeting 
of Quintet Committee in Lebanon

Caretaker Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs and Emigrants of 
Lebanon Dr Abdallah Bou Habib 
met with Qatar’s ambassador 
in Beirut Sheikh Saud bin 
Abdulrahman al-Thani. During 
the meeting, the two sides 
discussed relations of bilateral 
co-operation between the two 
countries. (QNA)

Lebanese caretaker minister 
meets ambassador of Qatar
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Qatar appeals for resolute eff orts for 
accountability, justice for Syrian victims
Qatar has called on the interna-

tional community and all infl u-
ential parties to exert further 

eff orts and exercise pressure, especially 
on the Syrian regime, to resume and 
proactively participate in the meetings 
of the Syrian Constitutional Commit-
tee, in a bid to reach a political solution 
in line with the Geneva Communique 
and Security Council Resolution 2,254, 
to fulfi l the Syrian people’s legitimate 
aspirations and to create the appropriate 
conditions for a dignifi ed, voluntary and 
safe return of Syrian refugees.

This came in a statement delivered by 
Second Secretary, the Permanent Mis-
sion of Qatar in Geneva, Abdullah bin Ali 
Behzad, during an interactive dialogue 

with the Independent International 
Commission of Inquiry on Syria, within 
the framework of the 55th session of the 
UN Human Rights Council in Geneva.

Qatar thanked the eff orts of the Inde-
pendent International Commission of In-
quiry on the Syria to conclude its report, as 

the Syrian confl ict enters its 14th year, with 
the Syrian regime confronting Syrian peo-
ple’s peaceful protests for freedom, justice 
and dignity with killing, displacement and 
the use of internationally banned chemical 
weapons — resulting in the destruction of 
Syria and jeopardising entire generations. 

The statement added that it is now clear to 
everyone that the longer this confl ict lasts, 
the greater the scale of violations, losses 
and the greater the humanitarian suff er-
ing of the Syrian people and that everyone 
bears the responsibility of ending impu-
nity in Syria amid the continued human 
rights violations and crimes against the 
Syrian people.

The statement also confi rmed Qatar’s 
welcoming of the International Court 
of Justice’s (ICJ) ruling on Nov 16, 2023, 
which demanded the Syrian regime to 
take all measures to prevent acts of tor-
ture and other violations, and also ex-
pressed Qatar’s calls for everyone to con-
tinue eff orts to ensure accountability and 
justice for the victims in Syria. (QNA)

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani sent a cable of congratulations to 
Russian President Vladimir Putin on the occasion 
of winning a new presidential term, wishing 
him success and the relations between the two 
countries further development and growth. 
His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Hamad al-Thani also sent a similar cable of 
congratulations to President Putin. (QNA)

Qatar Amateur Radio Society (QARS) took 
part in the 31st edition of the Russian in-
ternational amateur radio contest (RDXC-

2024), organised annually by the Russian Amateur 
Radio Union with a broad international participa-
tion.

QARS participated in the contest with a team of 
a number of Board members and members of the 
Society who have previously participated in similar 
competitions and achieved advanced results at the 
world level.

HE the Chairman of Qatar Amateur Radio Society 
(QARS) Abdullah bin Hamad al-Attiyah underlined 
that QARS participation in the RDXC-2024 affi  rms 
the keenness to continue engaging in international 
events; pointing to the important role of amateur 
radio societies worldwide as a helping hand during 
crises and disasters. Al-Attiyah noted that QARS 
had prepared a high-level model station included a 
number of modern devices and high-quality anten-
nas to participate in this international contest. He 
valued the eff orts of all Qatari amateurs who par-
ticipated in the competition, and wished them fur-
ther successes and excellence. Qatar Amateur Radio 
Society (QARS) aims to develop the amateur radio 
hobby among the citizens, and to regulate its prac-
tice in accordance with the laws in force locally and 
internationally. (QNA)

Amir congratulates Putin on 
winning new presidential term

Qatar Amateur Radio 
Society takes part 
in Russian contest

Katara – the Cultural Village launched yesterday its Ramadan Beach 
Volleyball Championship at Katara Beach, in co-operation with 
the Qatar Volleyball Federation (QVF). Eight teams are competing 
in two groups in the tournament running until March 28. Earlier, 
a technical meeting was held for the draw of the championship. 
QVF board member Mohamed Salim al-Kuwari, Beach Volleyball 
Committee member and Qatar Beach Volleyball Federation’s 
national teams’ director Mohamed Anbar al-Nasser and Youssef 
Abdulrahman from Katara Beaches Department, were present.

Katara’s Ramadan beach  volleyball event begins

PHCC physician off ers tips for 
weight loss during Ramadan

A physician from 
the Primary 
Health Care Cor-

poration (PHCC) has 
highlighted the best ways 
to lose weight during Ra-
madan.

Dr Tariq Abdul-
Mohsen, a family physi-
cian at the Al Khor Health 
Centre, has emphasised 
the importance of a light 
and balanced Iftar meal 
including three dates, as 
dates are a rich source of 
fi bre and sugar that the 
body needs after fasting 
hours.

“It is important to 
maintain your physical 
activity during the fast-
ing period as it helps in 
weight loss while avoid-
ing exposure to the sun. 
To avoid dehydration, 
drink a minimum of eight 
cups of water between 
Iftar and Suhoor as it is 
useful for weight loss, 
calorie reduction as well 
as bloating, indigestion 
and constipation alle-
viation,” said Dr Abdul-
Mohsen. 

It is advisable to re-
place sweetened juices 
with other drinks such 
as water and milk and to 
steer clear of processed 
sugar and to obtain sug-
ar from natural sources 
such as moderate con-
sumption of fruits.

Dr Abdul-Mohsen also 

recommends slowing 
down the pace of eating, 
particularly during Iftar 
as this helps to feel full, 
enhance satisfaction and 
to improve digestion, 
along with sitting down 
and avoiding distractions 
like watching TV, laptop 
or mobile phone while 
eating. Additionally, 
consuming more salads 
and vegetable soups, as 
well as having them be-
fore meals, are key fac-
tors in reducing hunger, 
fi lling the stomach and 
providing a good source 
of fi bre.

“Hydration is one of 
the most important fac-
tors for weight loss in Ra-
madan. It is essential to 
drink water and eat veg-
etables and fruits such 
as cucumber, lettuce, to-
matoes and watermelons 
during Suhoor and Iftar 
meals. It is advisable to 
limit the intake of high-

Dr Tariq Abdul-Mohsen

salt foods as possible and to re-
place salt with diff erent herbs to 
enhance the fl avour of cooked 
foods.”

“Eating meals at regular 
times helps burn calories and 
curb appetite for snacks and 
foods rich in sugar, fat and 
starches. Consume fi bre-rich 
foods such as fruits, vegetables, 
wholegrain bread, oats, brown 
rice, beans, peas and lentils to 
promote a feeling of fullness,” 
advised Dr Abdul-Mohsen. 

He noted that it is essential 
to exercise during Ramadan. 
“Brisk walking for 20 to 30 
minutes after Taraweeh prayers 
helps to lose weight, improve 
mood and reduce stress. How-
ever, it is advisable to avoid 
physical activity immediately 
after Iftar as the body’s energy is 
directed towards digesting food. 
It is also essential to maintain a 
consistent number of sleeping 
hours as disruption in sleep-
ing patterns during fasting can 
lead to hormonal and nervous 
disorders resulting in weight 
gain and negative impact on the 
mental state,” he added.

From Page 1
HE al-Attiyah expressed satisfaction at the collaboration, stating: “I am 
delighted to formalise the co-operation agreement between the Al-Attiyah 
Foundation and the Centre for the National Interest. This partnership 
will serve as a platform for the exchange of knowledge and experiences, 
particularly in the realms of energy and sustainability policies.”
On the agreement, Saunders said: “The United States and Qatar are leading 
energy exporters and contribute importantly to the global economy. As 
a result, we have a special responsibility to address challenges including 
access to energy, aff ordable energy and energy security as well as 
sustainability and climate change. 
“Deeper dialogue on these topics can advance US national interests as 
well as shared US and Qatari goals. The Centre for the National Interest’s 
co-operation with the Al-Attiyah Foundation provides a valuable forum for 
exchanging ideas and perspectives on these critical issues.”
The agreement not only formalises the alliance between the Al-Attiyah 
Foundation and CFTNI but also facilitates the mutual dissemination of 
relevant publications produced by both organisations, study of energy and 
sustainability policies and more.

Al-Attiyah Foundation, CFTNI sign MoU
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QRCS gives handicraft 
training for poor 
women in Bangladesh
Qatar Red Crescent Society’s 

(QRCS) representation mis-
sion in Bangladesh launched 

a new project aimed at providing 
handicraft training for women from 
poor families.

The latest initiative, in co-opera-
tion with the Turkish Red Crescent 
and Bangladesh Red Crescent Soci-
ety (BDRCS), also aims to help ben-
efi ciaries achieve self-suffi  ciency, a 
statement said.

The project was inaugurated at 
Camp-17 in Cox’s Bazar District, 
southern Bangladesh, in the presence 
of representatives of camp manage-
ment authorities, the Turkish Red 
Crescent, BDRCS, and benefi ciaries.

Under this project, 1,100 women from refugees and host communities will receive training in several fi elds 
such as fi shery production, poultry farming, indoor farming, and sewing.

Guided by the Global Jobs Pact, QRCS has in place a strategic plan for family training/employment and job 
creation to help create an engaged and proactive generation that serves itself, the family, and the community at 
large.

The 2024 plan involves 20 diverse livelihood projects at a total cost of more than QR17mn, for the benefi t of 
about 44,000 people in Yemen, Niger, Sudan, Somalia, Bangladesh, Lebanon, Jordan, and Iraq.

In 2023, QRCS implemented many projects to help improve the standard of living for poor, aff ected, and disa-
bled people. All QRCS livelihood projects are eligible to Zakat, in accordance with Shariah rules and laws. 

Donors can support livelihood projects through the website (www.qrcs.qa), donor service (66666364), home 
donation collection (33998898), or bank transfer as follows: QIB (IBAN: QA51QISB000000000110575190014), 
QIIB (IBAN: QA66QIIB000000001111126666003), Masraf Al Rayan (IBAN: QA18MA-
FR000000000011199980003), or QNB (IBAN: QA21QNBA000000000850020196062).

The Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in co-
operation with Skyline Auto-

motive, has announced the recall of 
Hyundai Tucson, 2021-2023 mod-
els, as some vehicles may experi-
ence a problem with twisted left or 
right CAB (Curtain Airbag Module) 
due to part condition issue.

The MoCI, in co-operation 
with Mannai Trading Co, has an-
nounced the recall of Subaru 
WRX/STI, 2018-2021 models, as 
the spare tyre may not bear the ve-
hicle’s weight as it does not meet 
manufacturer’s specifi cations.

The MoCI, in co-operation 
with Mannai Trading Co, also 
announced the recall of Cadillac 
BLS, 2006-2009 models, over a 
possible defect in the airbag con-
trol module, which may cause in-
correct airbag deployment.

The MoCI said the recall cam-
paign comes within the frame-
work of its ongoing eff orts to pro-
tect consumers and ensure that 
dealers follow up on vehicle de-
fects and repairs.

The MoCI said it will co-ordi-
nate with the dealer to follow up 
on the maintenance and repair 

works and will communicate with 
customers to ensure that the nec-
essary repairs are carried out. 

The MoCI urged all custom-
ers to report any violations to its 
Consumer Protection and Anti-
Commercial Fraud Department, 
which processes complaints, in-
quires and suggestions through 
the following channels: Call Cen-
tre: 16001, e-mail: info@moci.
gov.qa, X (formerly Twitter) – @
MOCIQATAR, Instagram MO-
CIQATAR. The MoCI mobile ap-
plication available on iPhone and 
Android devices MOCI_QATAR

Hyundai, Subaru, Cadillac models recalled

QU to launch Elite Business Camp 
for high school students in June
Qatar University’s (QU) College 
of Business and Economics (CBE) 
is set to launch the Elite Business 
Camp (EBC by CBE), a pioneering 
two-week summer programme 
designed exclusively for high school 
students passionate about business, 
innovation, and sustainability.
The Elite Business Camp aims to 
transcend traditional learning, 
off ering an immersive experience 
that enhances participants’ 
understanding of business concepts 
while fostering creativity, teamwork, and leadership 
skills.
Scheduled to take place in June 2024, the 
programme caters to the diverse interests of every 
aspiring young entrepreneur.
EBC stands as a testament to the commitment of 
the college in nurturing the next generation of 
business leaders. By providing a dynamic platform 

that combines education with hands-on 
experiences, EBC aims to empower young 
minds, preparing them for the challenges 
and opportunities that lie ahead.
Dean of the College of Business and 
Economics Professor Rana Sobh expressed 
her enthusiasm, highlighting the importance 
of empowering young minds.
In a statement, she said: “We are thrilled to 
launch the Elite Business Camp and provide 
high school students with an opportunity to 
explore the exciting world of business. Our 
goal is to empower young minds, cultivate 

their entrepreneurial spirit, and equip them with the 
skills and knowledge they need to succeed in today’s 
competitive landscape.”
The camp’s programme features sessions and 
activities led by the college CBE instructors and 
trainers covering a wide range of topics providing 
participants with a comprehensive insight into the 
multifaceted world of business. (QNA)

A team of 16 Georgetown University in Qatar 
(GU-Q) staff  and faculty recently visited the 
mountainside village of Thaprek, Nepal. 
After seven days of service, the participants in the 
flagship Community Engagement Programme 
at GU-Q enjoyed the deep sense of pride and 
satisfaction of having completed the construction 
of an energy source for the village by drawing 
on the combined skills and experiences of every 
member of their team. 
This unique experience, drawing on GU-Q’s 
mission and values, was co-crafted by the Off ices 
of Human Resources and Student Life in response 
to the vision of GU-Q dean, Safwan Masri to foster 
a stronger sense of community and belonging 
within the university. “While we all contribute 
in our separate ways towards the Georgetown 
mission, we sometimes don’t see the eff orts of 
others within our work. This experience created a 
unique bond between participants from diff erent 
departments within the university, who don’t 
regularly work together, to appreciate our sense of 
collective purpose and identity,” said, Nicole Heinz, 
director of Human Resources. 
GU-Q worked with World Volunteers to organise 
the project on the ground in Nepal, focusing on 
sustainability and women empowerment through 
the act of building a biogas facility.
This project creates a sustainable, closed-loop 
system that turns animal waste into a clean 
source of gas for cooking and heating, minimising 
the dependency on firewood, and providing 
a more sustainable source of gas for cooking 
and heating. The result eliminates the need for 
women and children to spend hours collecting 
firewood, allowing for more time spent on 

schoolwork, play, or income-generating activities. 
“Our takeaway was on how the community in 
Thaprek identified a gap and used local knowledge 
to fix it. It was inspiring to see how the local 
community believed in the power of the collective 
to fix complex problems – an analogy that we can 
take back to our campus and in our classrooms,” 
said Jibin Koshy, manager, Education Enrichment. 
In addition to working on the project, the team 
spent many hours in debriefs and conversations 
on topics related to social change, personal 
growth, motivation, and self-development. These 
conversations allowed participants an opportunity 
to express themselves and acknowledge 
diff erences in opinions while learning from each 
other.

Faculty and staff  learn and live Georgetown 
values in Nepal.

GU-Q faculty, staff  live  Georgetown values in Nepal
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Let us resolve to shape
our lifetime and eternity

The best thing about the 
month of Ramadan is that it 
is a time of purifi cation. And 

because of that we would like to 
make our point in a pure and plain 
manner.

Ramadan is a time of abstinence 
from our everyday luxuries. But it 
is not only food and drink that we 
are referring to. During this month 
many of us resolve to do away with 
certain habit and some may even 
give up the Internet except for what 
is seriously essential. Free from these 
daily distractions we have a hope of 
focusing our attention on the only 
thing that matters: becoming mind-
ful of the Almighty and drawing 
closer to Him. We will watch our 
language and carefully guard our 
speech to avoid backbiting or lying. 
We frequent the masjid and those of 
us who would otherwise miss prayer 
become more heedful.

Our Prophet Muhammad, sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, told that 
when Ramadan comes the gates of 
Paradise are opened and the devils 
are chained. We are told to fast for 
the sole purpose of gaining Taqwa 
(consciousness of Allah). Allah 
says in the Qur’an (what means): 
“O you who believe, fasting has 
been prescribed upon you as it 
has been prescribed upon those 
before you, so that you may attain 
Taqwa.” [Qur’an, 2:183] Ramadan 
is the month when our sins are for-
given, our prayers answered, our 
good deeds multiplied. One would 
be a fool not to take advantage of it.

Is our journey towards Taqwa 
exclusive to only one month of the 
year? After Eid al-Fitr passes, do we 
just no longer desire closeness to Al-

lah? Are we so inescapably addicted 
to the diversions of this worldly life 
that we cannot stray from them for 
but one month of the year? This may 
end up being the case, but why must 
it be so? Ramadan is undoubtedly 
a special month. We are motivated 
to do good deeds during this period 
more than any other time of the year.

And so here is where the chal-
lenge comes in. We must continue 
our gracious struggle towards 
Taqwa throughout the year, in-
deed, throughout our lives. As 
Muslims, we practise our religion 
in every aspect of our existence, at 
every moment we live. Islam is not 
simply a religion we adopt once a 
week, or once a year. It is a constant 
eff ort to gain greater faith through 
all of our actions, day and night, 
Ramadan or not.

Allah promises to help those 
who strive for His sake saying 
(what means): “As those who 
strive in Our cause, We will sure-
ly guide them in Our paths. And 
indeed, Allah is with the doers of 

good.” [Qur’an, 29:69]
A mission even as simple as 

“doing good” is extremely diffi  -
cult at fi rst, with Satan’s whispers 
deafening our ears and the worldly 
life’s pleasures blinding our eyes. 
But according to Allah’s promise, 
if we patiently persevere, Allah will 
guide us, thus making our paths 
easier. So as diffi  cult as it may 
sound now, giving up the things 
that take us away from Allah will 
get easier every day, until it be-
comes natural. It is in man’s innate 
nature to seek Allah, so it cannot be 
so hard after all. Allah says in a Ha-
dith Qudsi: “And if he (My Slave) 
draws near to Me a hand’s span, I 
draw near to him an arm’s length; 
and if he draws near to Me an arm’s 
length, I draw near to him a fath-
om’s length. And if he comes to Me 
walking, I go to him at speed.” [Al-
Bukhari and Muslim]

If we continue to make an ef-
fort to reach Allah, He will make 
our sacrifi ces easier and reward us 
thereafter.

This year, let us make our Ra-
madan resolutions last a lifetime. 
Let us have the intention of trans-
formation. Let us struggle for the 
sake of Allah day after day. Let 
us chain Satan and work hard to 
keep our gates to Paradise wide 
open even after Ramadan. Let us 
give the fruits of our fasting a true 
chance to last more than a month, 
a chance of infl uence our everyday 
lives, and eventually our Hereafter.

Let us resolve to shape our life-
time and our eternity.

Article source: http://www.is-
lamweb.net/emainpage/

Public Health Department at QU off ers dynamic curriculum

The Public Health Depart-
ment at Qatar University 
(QU) Health off ers a dynam-

ic curriculum at the undergraduate 
and postgraduate levels, a state-
ment said yesterday.

Public health encompasses a 
wide range of disciplines, includ-
ing epidemiology, biostatistics, 
environmental health, health 
policy, and health promotion. Its 
primary goal is to improve health 
and well-being, reduce the risk of 
disease and injury, and address 
health inequities within and be-
tween communities or popula-
tions. 

Public health professionals work 
to identify and assess health as-
sets, strengths, and risks, develop 
and implement ethical, evidence-
based initiatives, and advocate for 
policies that improve health and 
well-being outcomes and enhance 

the quality of life for everyone.
The Covid-19 pandemic high-

lighted the critical importance of 
the public health fi eld in protect-
ing the well-being of populations 
worldwide. Public health profes-
sionals have played a central role 
in the response to the pandemic, 
working tirelessly to track and 

contain the spread of the virus, 
provide essential healthcare serv-
ices, and educate the public about 
preventive measures. 

The pandemic has highlighted 
the interconnectedness of global 
health and the need for coordi-
nated eff orts to address emerging 
infectious diseases eff ectively.

Public health interventions such 
as widespread testing, contact 
tracing, vaccination campaigns, 
and public health messaging have 
been essential in controlling the 
spread of the virus and alleviating 
its impact on healthcare systems 
and economies. 

The lessons learned from the 

pandemic emphasise the need for 
public health professionals to pro-
tect and promote the health and 
well-being of individuals, com-
munities, and societies as a whole. 

To respond to this need in Qatar, 
the Department of Public Health in 
the College of Health Sciences at 
QU Health off ers a 4-year Bach-

elor’s degree in Public Health and 
a 2-year Master of Public Health 
(MPH) degree. Both programmes 
are in the process of being accred-
ited by the Council on Education 
for Public Health (CEPH).

The Bachelor programme in 
Public Health has two concentra-
tions: Health Education and Health 
Management. The MPH degree 
also has two concentrations: epi-
demiology and health promotion. 
Both programmes off er a dynamic 
curriculum with students engag-
ing in hands-on projects, case 
studies, and real-world scenarios 
to develop practical skills. 

Faculty members have extensive 
experience in public health, and 
students have the opportunity to 
learn from experts who are actively 
involved in research, policy devel-
opment, and community engage-
ment.

Awqaf symposium for 
imams, preachers
The Department of Da’wa 

and Guidance at the Min-
istry of Endowments and 

Islamic Aff airs (Awqaf) organised a 
symposium for imams and preach-
ers. 

Titled ‘the role of imam and 
preacher in reviving the mosque 
and its impact in Ramadan’, the 
programme was led by Sheikh 
Dr Ahmed al-Mohammadi and 
Sheikh Dr Hossamaddin al-Sham-
mari.

The symposium, according to a 

statement from Awqaf, comes to 
assert the importance of the role 
of the imam and the preacher in 
reviving the mosque in general 
and in particular during Ram-
adan.  

The lecturers noted that imams 
and preachers play an important 
role in motivating the worshippers 
and directing them towards good-
ness, interpreting the Holy Qur’an 
and explaining its meanings during 
the Friday sermon and other reli-
gious lectures.

They discussed a number of 
topics while explaining the po-
sition of the mosque in Islam, 
the importance of activating its 
message to benefit people, the 
importance of preparing for the 
seasons and feeling responsible 
and the importance of setting a 
plan and goals according to re-
ality. The symposium concluded 
with a statement of proposals for 
some programmes that the imam 
can put into practice during Ra-
madan.

QOC Ramadan tournament kicks off 
Competitions of the 2024 Qatar Olympic Committee 
(QOC) Ramadan Tournament, which runs until 
March 26, kicked off  at the Lusail Shooting Range 
recently with the participation of QOC employees 
and families.
The tournament’s opening day saw strong 
competition in air gun shooting, with 14 family teams 
taking part.
QOC’s Ramadan Tournament 2024 deputy director 
Amna al-Ansari said the objective is to strengthen 
social relations between the QOC employees and to 
promote the Sport For Life idea among employees 
during the holy month. 
“We are happy to include family category into 

shooting and Padel events for the first time in the 
history of the QOC Ramadan Tournaments” she 
added.
The head of the shooting technical committee, 
Hind al-Ibraheem said the impressive turnout 
from QOC employees and families to the 
tournament’s opening day was heart warming.
She also confirmed that the QOC will spare no eff ort 
to empower women participation in the community 
events and strengthening their role in the sport.
This year, the QOC Ramadan Tournament is seeing 
three key sport disciplines, Beach Volleyball, Shooting 
(shotgun + air gun) for men, women and families and 
Padel-doubles (men).

Ramadan Festival at 
Indonesian embassy
Indonesia’s special branch of 

Nahdlatul Ulama (PCINU) Qa-
tar, in collaboration with the 

Indonesian embassy in Doha, held 
the 2nd Indonesian Ramadan Fes-
tival recently and brought together 
some 300 participants. 

The activity aims to strengthen 
ties of brotherhood among the 
Indonesian diaspora and promote 
the richness of culture and tradi-
tions of typical Indonesian Ram-

adan, according to the embassy.
The festival featured various ac-

tivities such as a calligraphy col-
ouring competition for children, 
storytelling for teens, an Indonesian 
culinary bazaar, and a book review. 

“This Ramadan Festival is a ve-
hicle to share joy with everyone, 
especially children,” said PCINU 
Qatar chairman Ali Musthofa.

Indonesian ambassador Ridwan 
Hassan welcomed this activity, 

saying: “Aside from being a place 
for friendship, this activity is also 
a tool to transfer the values to our 
children.”

The activities were supported 
by various parties such as the As-
sociation of Indonesia’s University 
of Padjdjaran Alumni in Qatar, the 
Indonesian Community Asso-
ciation in Qatar, Indonesia’s Bank 
Central Asia and Indonesian res-
taurants in Qatar.

The 2nd Indonesian Ramadan Festival brings together some 300 Indonesian expatriates in Doha.

Ramadan Nights, Garangao at Al Shaqab
Al Shaqab, a world-class facility built on Qatar’s 
Arabian horse heritage and a leading global centre 
for equine professionals, announced its Ramadan 
Nights programme.
“We are excited to invite you and your family to 
experience the warmth of Qatari hospitality at the 
most beautiful Ramadan Nights at Al Shaqab,” a 
statement said. 
“This colourful and youthful festival celebrates 
the halfway point of Ramadan and is a traditional 
celebration across Qatar and the entire Gulf region.
“Join us on March 21, 22 and 23, from 8pm to 
midnight, for an evening filled with fun heritage 
activities, including Arabian Horse shows, lantern 
workshops, traditional games, Medoud, and many 
more interesting and exciting activities including 
traditional food and beverages. 
“On the final day Ramadan nights, we will be 
hosting a momentous Garangao celebration where 
children will have an opportunity to decorate and 
customise their Garangao bags before they collect 
their goodies. 
“At Al Shaqab, you and your family will enjoy the 
traditional festive atmosphere that reflects the 
ancient traditions and revives popular heritage 
amid songs that bring back memories of the 
beautiful past. It is a chance for today’s children 
to experience the beautiful days of yesterday’s 
children and their society. 
“Al Shaqab’s impressive facilities, distinctively 
designed in the shape of a horseshoe, cover 
980,000sq m. With a state-of-the-art Main Arena 

comprising both an indoor and outdoor venue 
capable of holding over 5,000 spectators, Al 
Shaqab is part of Qatar’s growing reputation on the 
world stage that showcases its ability to host major 
international sports event at the highest level,” the 
statement added.



Among her fi nal acts as 
chair of the Republican 
National Committee, 
Ronna McDaniel 

requested that her colleagues 
endorse the two people 
handpicked by Donald Trump 
to replace her. Following loud 
cheering, she announced that 
she would not even bother to ask 
if there were any “nays.” It was 
a telling moment: procedures 
meant to ensure a democratic 
process within the party were 
entirely replaced by acclamation.

Trump is hardly the only 
far-right populist leader to have 
subjugated a political party 
to his will. The hijacking of a 
party’s machinery is a common 
pattern among populists and 
would-be autocrats, and history 
shows that it can have truly dire 
consequences for a democratic 
political system. After all, turning 
your party into an autocracy is a 
logical fi rst step toward turning 
your country into one.

True, appeals for democracy 
and pluralism within political 
parties can sound like idealism. 
Endless, exhausting, pedantic 
debates usually result in a 
“victory” for the most eloquent 
party hack – or perhaps for 
the person with no childcare 
responsibilities the next 
morning. Moreover, internal 
democracy – like primary 
elections in the United States – 
may be structurally favourable 
to ideological purists who prefer 
extreme candidates, or it may 
elevate people who treat politics 
like a hobby and prioritise the 
process over the results.

But internal debates do often 
yield better policy ideas. At a 
minimum, the winners will have 

a stronger sense of the opposing 
arguments and the evidence for 
them. They also will be more 
likely to respect the legitimacy of 
the losers in any given intraparty 
debate. Since fellow partisans 
are supposed to share the same 
basic political principles, their 
diff erences usually come down 
to how those principles are 
interpreted and how policies 
based on them should be 
implemented. When the losers 
feel that they have gotten a fair 
hearing, they will be less likely to 
quit the party.

By respecting legitimate 
opposition within their own 
party, politicians demonstrate 
their commitment to the basic 
rules of the democratic game. 
When internal contests are 
close, the winners will continue 
to face off  against other party 
heavyweights, who in turn may 
provide a check against them if 
they stray too far from the party’s 
core commitments – not least 
the commitment to democracy 
itself. Such heavyweights have 
credibility with party members 
and must be taken seriously.

But Trump has transformed 
the Republican Party into 
something like a personality 
cult. Those criticising him have 
been cast out and vilifi ed (and 
often personally threatened 
with violence). Rather than 
treating Nikki Haley as a worthy 
adversary in what political 
theorist Nancy Rosenblum calls 
a democratic “regulated rivalry,” 
Trump denied her any standing 
in the party. 

“She’s essentially a Democrat,” 
he said. “I think she should 
probably switch parties.” Never 
mind that Trump himself 
appointed Haley as the US 
ambassador to the United 
Nations during his term as 
president.

Equally telling, the Republican 
Party no longer even bothers 
to off er anything like a proper 
campaign programme. 

Before the 2020 election, 
it simply reissued its 2016 
programme and pledged total 
fealty to Trump. A party with 
a real programme can bear an 
election loss and simply redouble 
its eff orts to bring voters over to 
its side the next time. It would 
have a much longer time horizon, 
rather than adopting the short-
term perspective of an individual 
– a change that makes every loss 
seem existential.

Some politicians deal with this 
challenge by installing relatives 
as successors, thus turning a 
party into a quasi-dynasty or a 
political family business. That 
is what the Gandhi family did to 
the Indian National Congress, 
to the detriment of the party 
and Indian democracy alike. In 
France, Marine Le Pen leads the 
far-right party founded by her 
father; and Trump, of course, 
has just enthroned his daughter-
in-law, Lara Trump, as co-chair 
of the RNC, making the party 
also something like a family 
business.

Cult leaders can command 
their followers in ways that 
even the most charismatic 
politician cannot. A proper 
party would have found a way 
to stop Trump and his fanatical 
fans before the insurrection 
of January 6, 2021. And even 
after that, Republicans could 
have shown courage and 
some commitment to their 
own professed principles by 
impeaching Trump in February 
2021. Instead, they have 
spoken out only behind closed 
doors or after leaving politics. 
As a result, the party is now 
dominated by a leader with 
deeply authoritarian instincts, 

who is patently unfit for office. 
In America’s two-party system, 
one of the parties is turning 
against democracy itself.

It is not just Trump, though. At 
one point while he was in offi  ce, 
former Brazilian president Jair 
Bolsonaro had no political party 
at all, and thus no check on his 
power from somewhat like-
minded politicians. Other far-
right populists do have parties, 
but they run them in a highly 
autocratic fashion. Examples 
range from Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán and Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
to Jarosław Kaczynski, who had 
such a grip on Poland’s Law and 
Justice (PiS) party when it was in 
power that he scarcely bothered 
to take a government post to rule 
the country.

Strengthening party 
regulations might help. In The 
Netherlands, the party of far-
right populist Geert Wilders 
has only two members: Wilders 
and a foundation with one 
member, who just so happens 
to be Wilders. Such one-man 
rule (literally) would not be 
legal in neighbouring Germany, 
where the country’s Basic Law 
affi  rms that parties’ “internal 
organisation must conform to 
democratic principles.”

Yes, there is a limit to internal 
party democracy: it can tip into 
factionalism, which can turn 
off  voters; and it can provoke 
unproductive or esoteric debates 
that make parties seem overly 
sectarian. But the Republican 
Party’s transformation into an 
authoritarian tool shows why 
such risks are worth taking. — 
Project Syndicate

• Jan-Werner Mueller, Professor 
of Politics at Princeton University, 
is the author, most recently, of 
Democracy Rules.

Health is much more than a personal matter; it is essential to a society’s 
well-being and productivity. But achieving equitable health outcomes for 
all remains a challenge. This is especially true in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (LAC), a region beset by extreme and persistent inequalities.

To be sure, when it comes to its biggest health concerns, LAC is far from 
an outlier. Whereas three decades ago the region dealt primarily with 
maternal, neonatal, and communicable diseases, it is now confronting 
– like much of the rest of the world – a rising tide of noncommunicable 
diseases (NCDs), including cardiovascular conditions, cancers, diabetes, 
and mental-health disorders. But this shift presents unique challenges in 
a region where the disease burden is disproportionately borne by the most 
disadvantaged.

The region’s large health disparities are particularly pronounced in 
childhood. Infant mortality, for example, is nearly four times higher in 
LAC than in OECD countries. Our study found that, in Bolivia, Guatemala, 
Haiti, and Peru, mortality is roughly three times higher for infants whose 
parents completed at most a primary education compared to those 
whose parents completed secondary school. Moreover, in Colombia and 
Paraguay, infant mortality is more than fi ve times higher for households in 
the lowest wealth quintile compared to those in the highest.

Stunting rates are also high in LAC, aff ecting around 13% of children, 
mainly from the least educated and poorest households. The incidence of 
stunting is around double in children of less educated parents throughout 
almost the entire region, with very few exceptions. And that gap tends 
to widen signifi cantly when comparing those in the highest and lowest 
wealth quintiles. Malnourishment is consistently higher in, but not 
exclusive to, the rural areas of most LAC countries.

Underprivileged young people in LAC experience an alarming array 
of health disadvantages, because nearly half of the region’s children and 

adolescents live in poverty. 
Moreover, the scarring eff ects 
of an unhealthy start in life and 
the intergenerational impact of 
poor health suggest that these 
disadvantages will threaten the 
well-being of future generations.

Even more worryingly, levels 
of infant mortality and stunting 
remain high among the poorest 
and least educated in LAC 
despite continual improvements 
in child-health indicators. Many 
countries in the region have 
improved access to, and the 
quality of, critical public services 
such as sanitation; expanded 
health coverage (thereby making 
it easier to access maternal- and 

child-health services); and begun providing social assistance through 
conditional cash transfers.

Moreover, a new dimension to health inequality among children in LAC 
is emerging: 8% of this population is overweight. Being overweight is still 
not as prevalent as undernourishment, however, and is more common 
in children from wealthier and more educated households and those 
living in urban areas. Although the disparities are not as pronounced as 
in other health indicators, policymakers must continue monitoring this 
phenomenon closely.

LAC is also wrestling with inequalities related to reproductive health. 
The most glaring example is the region’s high rate of teenage pregnancy, 
which persists even though most adolescents are knowledgeable about 
modern contraceptives. In almost all LAC countries, at least half of 
women between 25 and 49 years old in the lowest wealth quintile had their 
fi rst child as teenagers – more than double the proportion of those in the 
highest quintile. Teenage pregnancy likely exacerbates the region’s large 
gender gaps in education, labour-force participation, and earnings. More 
importantly, it plays a crucial role in the intergenerational transmission of 
inequalities, as the daughters of teen mothers are more likely to become 
teen mothers themselves.

Unfortunately, limited data on adult health indicators in the LAC 
population makes it diffi  cult to assess the evolution of inequalities at 
this life stage. But there are identifi able socioeconomic gradients in the 
incidence of NCDs. Obesity, hypertension, and diabetes tend to be more 
prevalent among the least educated and the poorest, with urban areas 
experiencing a higher burden of these conditions. But the urban-rural 
divide does not uniformly apply across all NCDs, revealing a nuanced 
picture of health disparities within the region. Psychopathology, an 
increasingly signifi cant component of LAC’s disease burden, also exhibits 
clear gender and socioeconomic disparities, with depression rates notably 
higher among women and the less educated. This points to the need for 
targeted mental-health interventions.

Despite the epidemiological transition underway, socioeconomic health 
disparities are more pronounced during early childhood and adolescence 
than in adulthood. 

This complex pattern of health inequalities across LAC suggests that a 
multifaceted approach is needed to address them. — Project Syndicate
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Eight civilians were killed yesterday in air 
strikes by Pakistan’s military in the border 
regions of Afghanistan, prompting Afghan 
forces to retaliate against Pakistani military 
outposts, Taliban off icials said.
Border tensions between the two countries 
have steadily escalated since the Taliban 
government seized power in 2021, with 
Islamabad claiming militant groups 
are carrying out regular attacks from 
Afghanistan.
Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said 
Pakistani aircraft “bombed civilian homes” 
in Khost and Paktika provinces near the 
border with Pakistan at around 3am, 
adding that all of the dead were women 
and children.
Afghanistan’s defence ministry said its 
border forces retaliated in response to 
the airstrikes, targeting Pakistan’s military 
posts along the disputed border with 
“heavy weapons”.
Cross-border skirmishes in the region were 
reported by both sides yesterday, the latest 

in a string of incidents on the disputed 
frontier.
The Taliban government “strongly 
condemns these attacks and calls this 
reckless action a violation of Afghanistan’s 
sovereignty”, Mujahid said in his statement.
“Such incidents can have very bad 
consequences which will be out (of) 
Pakistan’s control.”
The Pakistani foreign ministry confirmed 
yesterday evening it had carried out “anti-
terrorist operations in the border regions 
inside Afghanistan”.
It said in a statement it was targeting the 
Hafiz Gul Bahadur group, one of several 
factions of the homegrown Pakistani 
Taliban, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), 
that are responsible for a surge in border 
violence against police and security 
off icials.
Malak Noor Khan, a tribal elder in the 
Sperah district of Khost, said he saw at 
least four explosives dropped from drones 
and jets and that multiple homes were 

destroyed, one with a woman and her 
children inside.
“When the drone came first, we all, 
including women and children, left our 
homes and went into the trees on the 
mountainside, it was very cold as there was 
snow on the ground,” he told AFP.
A local government off icial in Pakistan’s 
border regions, who asked not to be 
identified, told AFP residents had been 
instructed to evacuate the area during the 
skirmishes.
Islamabad has accused Kabul’s Taliban 
government of harbouring militant 
fighters, allowing them to strike on 
Pakistani soil with impunity.
Kabul has denied the allegations.
In the first half of 2023, attacks rose by 
80%, with 112 people killed in August, 
according to the Pakistan Institute for 
Conflict and Security Studies.
A senior government off icial based in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, who asked not to be 
identified, told AFP that, despite repeated 

complaints, “Afghanistan does not seem to 
be taking the matter seriously”.
Regional analyst Saira Aqil said that, 
while increased attacks in Pakistan are 
“prompting inevitable retaliation”, the 
country “cannot aff ord to lose Afghanistan 
as an ally”.
“Pakistan must bear this in mind, as 
maintaining a friendly relationship with 
Afghanistan presents greater opportunities 
than having them as an adversary,” said 
Aqil, a professor at the defence and 
strategic studies department of Quaid I 
Azam University in Islamabad.
The Afghan foreign ministry said in a 
statement posted on X it had summoned 
the head of the Pakistani embassy in Kabul 
to protest against yesterday’s strikes.
It called on Pakistan’s new government to 
“not allow some circles to complicate the 
relationship between two neighbouring 
Muslim countries” – an apparent reference 
to certain Pakistani military leaders.
The Pakistan foreign ministry in turn 

said that “certain elements among those 
in power in Afghanistan are actively 
patronising TTP and using them as a proxy 
against Pakistan”, urging them “to make 
a clear choice to stand with the people of 
Pakistan”.
Yesterday’s strikes came after seven 
Pakistani troops were killed in an attack by 
an armed group inside Pakistan’s territory 
on Saturday, for which President Asif Ali 
Zardari vowed retaliation.
“Pakistan has decided that whoever will 
enter our borders, homes or country and 
commit terror, we will respond to them 
strongly, regardless of who it is or from 
which country,” he said while attending 
the funeral prayers of the soldiers, who 
included a lieutenant colonel.
A Pakistani military statement said security 
forces also carried out an operation 
overnight Sunday in North Waziristan 
district, which borders Khost and Paktika, 
killing eight militants accused of being 
involved in Saturday’s attack.

Afghanistan retaliates after Pakistan air strikes kill 8

West decries Putin victory; 
China, India vow closer ties
Reuters
London

Western governments 
lined up yesterday to 
condemn Vladimir 

Putin’s landslide election vic-
tory as unfair and undemocratic, 
but China, India and North Korea 
congratulated the veteran Russian 
leader on extending his rule by a 
further six years.

The contrasting reactions un-
derscored the geopolitical fault 
lines that have gaped wider since 
Russia launched a full-scale in-
vasion of Ukraine two years ago, 
triggering the deepest crisis in 
relations with the West since the 
end of the Cold War.

Arriving in Brussels yester-
day, EU foreign ministers roundly 
dismissed the election result as a 
sham ahead of agreeing sanctions 
on individuals linked to the mis-
treatment and death of Kremlin 
critic Alexei Navalny.

“Russia’s election was an elec-
tion without choice,” German For-
eign Minister Annalena Baerbock 
said at the start of the meeting.

Playing on Moscow’s reference 
to its war in Ukraine as a “special 
military operation”, French For-
eign Minister Stephane Sejourne 
said Paris had taken note of the 
“special election operation”.

“The conditions for a free, plu-
ralistic and democratic election 
were not met,” his ministry said.

British Foreign Secretary David 
Cameron said the election out-
come highlighted the “depth of 
repression” in Russia.

“Putin removes his political op-
ponents, controls the media, and 
then crowns himself the winner. 
This is not democracy,” Cameron 
said.

France, Britain and others con-
demned the fact that Russia had 
also held its election in occupied 
regions of Ukraine that it claims to 

have annexed during the war.
The Kremlin dismissed such 

criticism, saying the 87% of the 
vote won by Putin during the 
three-day election showed that 
the Russian people were consoli-
dating around him.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky said Russia’s election 
had no legitimacy.

“It is clear to everyone in the 
world that this fi gure (Putin)... is 
simply sick for power and is doing 
everything to rule forever,” Zelen-
sky said.

A White House spokesperson 

on Sunday said Russia’s election 
was “obviously not free nor fair”. 
President Joe Biden has not yet 
commented.

In sharp contrast, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping congratu-
lated Putin, and said Beijing would 
maintain close communication 
with Moscow to promote the “no 
limits” partnership they agreed in 
2022, just before Russia invaded 
Ukraine.

“I believe that under your lead-
ership, Russia will certainly be 
able to achieve greater achieve-
ments in national development 
and construction,” Xi told Putin in 
his message, according to Xinhua 
News.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi echoed that message, saying 
he looked forward to strengthen-
ing New Delhi’s “time-tested spe-
cial and privileged strategic part-
nership” with Moscow.

India and China, along with 
Russia, are members of the Brics 
group of emerging economies that 
aims to challenge US domination 
of the global economy.

North Korean leader Kim Jong-
un and Iran’s President Ebrahim 
Raisi, accused by the West of sup-
plying weapons to Russia, also ex-
tended congratulations to Putin, 
stressing their desire for further 
expansion of bilateral relations 
with Moscow.

Russian President Vladimir Putin meets with the media at his campaign 
headquarters in Moscow yesterday. (AFP)

It’s a television thriller series about a tense 
campaign for a French presidential election 
in 2025, where hopes can be dashed by a 
last-minute change of fortune.
And the person behind Dans l’ombre (In the 
Shadows) as co-author of the original book 
and co-script writer of the drama should 
know what he is talking about.
It’s Edouard Philippe, President Emmanuel 
Macron’s first prime minister from 2017 to 
2020 and hotly tipped to stand for president 
in the next election, which in real life is 
scheduled for 2027.
Philippe is far from the only top French 
politician to have a sideline in writing.
But there will be particular attention paid to 
the starry-casted Dans l’ombre given his own 
political ambitions.
The first two episodes of the six-episode 
series, directed by Pierre Schoeller, were 
shown at the annual Series Mania television 
drama festival in the northern city of Lille at 
the weekend.
The series should be broadcast in the 
coming months.
Paul Francoeur, played by Melvil Poupaud, 
wins the nomination of his party against 
Marie-France Tremeau, played by Karin 

Viard, despite her being the favourite.
But the momentum comes to a halt when 
Francoeur’s closest advisor, Cesar — played 
by Swann Arlaud who starred in the Oscar-
winning Anatomy of a Fall — receives an 
anonymous phone call informing him the 
primary was rigged.
The original novel with the same title, 
written by Edouard Philippe and his long-
standing political and literary collaborator 
Gilles Boyer, was published 15 years ago but 
has been updated for the series.
Philippe, who now serves as mayor of the 
northern port of Le Havre, is credited along 

with Boyer as a co-scriptwriter of the series 
and the pair were occasionally present on 
set.
The former premier and his advisor took 
“great pleasure” in their involvement and 
this was the “sole motivation”, Boyer said as 
the episodes were shown at Series Mania.
While not yet formally declaring he intends 
to run for president, Philippe has made little 
secret of his desire to stand in 2027.
Many observers see him as the best placed 
centrist candidate in that race to keep the 
far-right Marine Le Pen out of the Elysee 
Palace.
Asked if more such series were in the 
pipeline, Boyer said: “The calendar will 
dictate what we will have the time and 
leisure to do in the coming months.”
Another prominent French political scribe, 
Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire, is also 
hitting bookshops with his latest work.
But unlike his previous book, a novel with a 
particularly erotic passage that went viral, Le 
Maire is sticking to politics this time.
La voie francaise (The French Way) is a 
presentation of his political vision that is 
likely to increase talk Le Maire also plans a 
presidential bid.

French ex-PM behind tense new TV political thriller

SPOTLIGHT: Edouard Philippe.

Nine people have been arrested over a firework attack on a police 
station near major venues for this summer’s Paris Olympics, the French 
capital’s top police off icial said yesterday.
The Sunday evening attack in the northern suburb of La Courneuve 
came days after a teenager riding a moped was killed in a car chase with 
police, echoing a June killing that triggered days-long riots.
“Around 50 people attacked the police station in La Courneuve, mostly 
with firework mortar shots” late Sunday, Paris police chief Laurent 
Nunez told broadcaster TF1.
Videos posted on social media showed groups of people firing a barrage 
of fireworks at the building’s facade.
La Courneuve lies in Paris’ northern suburbs, in the Seine-Saint-Denis 
department that hosts Olympic venues including the flagship Stade de 
France stadium.
“We can tie this attack to the death” of the 18-year-old killed on 
Wednesday, named only as Wanys R, Nunez said.
“The young people clearly came from the neighbourhood” where Wanys 
lived, he added.
Nunz said the arrested suspects included seven adults aged 18-21 and 
two minors.
Two police off icers were “slightly hurt”, he added.
Nunez said police reinforcements would be deployed in the area around 
midday yesterday.
Wanys R. was being chased by police Wednesday after refusing to stop 
for a check.
A video widely shared online showed how his scooter was struck by a 
police car, killing him and injuring his passenger.

9 arrested for attack on 
French police station

Ukraine fears Putin’s buff er zone 
comment is a sign of escalation
Reuters
Kyiv/Kharkiv

A senior Ukrainian offi  cial 
said yesterday Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s 

idea of creating a buff er zone in-
side Ukrainian territory was a clear 
indication that Moscow planned 
to escalate its war in neighbouring 
Ukraine.

But residents of Ukraine’s 
northeastern city of Kharkiv, less 
than 20 miles from the Russian 
border, were defi ant despite the 
threat.

Putin raised the possibility of 
setting up a buff er zone during a 
speech after winning re-election 
on Sunday, a move the Kremlin said 
would be the only way to protect 
Russia from Ukrainian attacks.

“This is ... a direct mani-
fest statement that the war will 
only escalate,” presidential aide 
Mykhailo Podolyak told Reuters in 
a written statement.

“All this is direct evidence that 
the Russian Federation is not ready 
to live in modern social and politi-
cal relations, taking into account 
the absolute sovereign rights of 
other countries,” he said.

Putin made the comment after 
winning a fi fth term in the Kremlin 
at a three-day election decried as a 
sham by the West.

The Kremlin leader did not pro-
vide details, but said the buff er 
zone may have to be big enough 
to stop what he said were foreign-
made weapons striking Russian 
territory. He made the remark 
after being asked whether he 
thought it necessary for Russia 

to take Ukraine’s Kharkiv region, 
which borders Belgorod, a Rus-
sian province that has come under 
regular attack from Kyiv’s forces 
since 2022. Residents of Kharkiv, 
the region’s eponymous capi-
tal city, expressed defi ance when 
asked about the Russian leader’s 
words yesterday.

“I think he (Putin) will choke on 
his words. Kharkiv is never going to 
be a grey zone. Kharkiv is and will 
be Ukraine. Let him choke,” said 
resident Antonina Khrypushkina.

Russia has been bombarding 
Kharkiv and the surrounding re-
gion with missiles and drones al-
most every day in recent months.

Roman Artiukh, a soldier serv-
ing in Ukraine’s armed forces, 
quipped that it was Kyiv that 
needed to create a security zone 
inside Russia.

Trump eff orts to secure bond in 
New York civil fraud case fail
Reuters
New York

Donald Trump’s eff orts to 
secure a bond to cover a 
$454mn judgment in a 

New York civil fraud case has been 
rejected by 30 surety companies, 
his lawyers said yesterday, inch-
ing him closer to the possibility of 
having his properties seized.

The former president must ei-
ther pay the sum out of his own 
pocket or post a bond to stave off  
the state’s seizure while he appeals 
Justice Arthur Engoron’s February 
16 judgment against him for mis-
stating property values to dupe 
lenders and insurers.

Trump, two of his adult children 

and other Trump Organisation ex-
ecutives had so far approached 
the 30 companies through four 
separate brokers without success, 
his lawyers said. The other de-
fendants face judgments totalling 
$10mn.

A bonding company would 
be on the hook for any payout if 
Trump loses his appeal and proves 
unable to pay.

The case, brought by New York 
state Attorney General Letitia 
James in September 2022, is one of 
several legal travails the business-
man-turned-Republican candi-
date faces as he seeks a November 
5 election rematch with Demo-
cratic President Joe Biden.

Trump, 77, has denied wrong-
doing and vowed to appeal the 

judgment, which threatens his 
family’s real estate empire.

He must post cash or a bond 
within 30 days of Engoron’s for-
mal entry of the order on February 
23 or risk the state seizing some of 
the Trump Organization’s assets 
to ensure James can collect. Thirty 
days end on March 25.

In a court fi ling yesterday, 
Trump’s lawyers urged a mid-
level state appeals court to delay 
enforcement of the judgment, ar-
guing the amount was excessive. 
It was unclear when the court, 
known as the Appellate Division, 
would rule.

The lawyers asked that Trump 
instead be allowed to post a 
$100mn bond while he appeals the 
judgment.

Croatian court rejects 
president’s bid for PM
AFP
Zagreb

Croatia’s top court rejected 
yesterday a bid by Presi-
dent Zoran Milanovic (pic-

tured) to stand in the country’s 
coming elections to become prime 
minister, ruling that he would 
have to resign beforehand.

Milanovic announced Friday 
that he wanted to run as an “in-
dependent” candidate for the 
left-wing Social Democratic Party 
(SDP), the main opposition group, 
in the April 17 parliamentary elec-
tions.

His aim is to oust Prime Min-
ister Andrej Plenkovic, head of 
the conservative HDZ party and 
Milanovic’s longtime rival, who 
secured the post in 2016 elections 
and was re-elected in 2020.

But Milanovic, who already 
served as premier from 2011 to 
2016, said he would not quit as 
president of the Nato and the Eu-
ropean Union country for the time 
being, a move denounced by the 
governing conservative party and 
many legal experts.

The 57-year-old said he would 
resign as president only after what 
he called a “certain electoral vic-
tory” that would see him become 
prime minister, who is proposed 
by the parties that win a parlia-
mentary majority.

The country’s constitutional 
court yesterday said Milanovic’s 

actions were unconstitutional.
The candidacy of a president 

“while holding the offi  ce... and 
his own highlighting of himself 
as a candidate for Croatia’s prime 
minister... is incompatible with 
his constitutional position”, the 
court said in a statement.

If he wants to run he “must re-
sign immediately”, it said, order-
ing Milanovic and the SDP to “im-
mediately cease activities that are 
contrary to the constitution”.

The court also reiterated its 
power to annul any part of the 
election process that is deemed 
unconstitutional.

Milanovic’s presidential term 
expires next February.

Milanovic, known for making 
infl ammatory and populist state-
ments, has said he is promising 
“a determined and clean govern-
ment”, accusing Plenkovic’s ad-
ministration of corruption.
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Awqaf opens new mosque at Lusail
The Ministry of Endow-

ments (Awqaf) and Islamic 
Aff airs, represented by 

the Department of Mosques, has 
opened a new mosque at Lusail. 

The Ahmed Abdul Rahman 
Musa Al Ishaq Mosque in the 
Ghar The’ileb area can accom-
modate about 300 male and fe-
male worshippers. Spread over a 
total area of 1,864sq m, the new 
mosque is attached to the house 
of the imam and a residence for 
the muezzin.

The opening of the new 
mosque, according to an offi  cial 
statement from Awqaf, comes 
within the framework of the min-
istry’s plan aimed at expanding 
the number of mosques and de-
veloping them in all regions of the 
country. Also, it aims to keep pace 
with urban growth and popula-
tion increase in line with Qatar 
National Vision 2030.

The mosque has a main prayer 

hall that can accommodate 264 
worshippers in addition to a 
women’s hall for 28 worshippers. 
The mosque includes a spacious 
area for ablution in addition to a 
large number of public parking 
lots, including some for persons 
with disabilities. The entrances 
and exits are disabled-friendly. 
The mosque also has a tall mina-
ret.

The Department of Engi-
neering Aff airs at the minis-
try is concerned with fulfi lling 
the needs of the regions in the 
country for mosques and prayer 
grounds while providing tem-
porary mosques and supervis-
ing their preservation as well as 
preparing the annual plan for the 
maintenance of mosques and im-
ams’ residences. These are in co-
ordination with the competent 
authorities.

In mosque designs, the de-
partment takes into account the 

requirements of diff erent ar-
eas along with the guidelines for 
green and sustainable buildings. 
Also, the department focuses on 

the conditions for sustainability 
in the use of electricity and wa-
ter, and preserving the aesthetics 
of heritage in designs that refl ect 

the authenticity of Qatari and 
Islamic heritage by the highest 
standards.

The ministry’s plans to build 
mosques also take into account 
the population density map 
along with engineering, archi-
tectural specifi cations and the 
heritage aspect within the frame-
work of caring for the mosques to 

perform worship and to serve the 
worshippers.

Awqaf’s website provides the 
facility to search for mosque lo-
cations geographically, according 
to the global navigation system, 
through accurate and specifi c 
maps that facilitate access to 
mosque locations in all cities 
across the country.

EAA, Awqaf honour outstanding 
students with Qatar scholarships
The Education Above All 

Foundation (EAA) and 
the General Directorate of 

Endowments (Awqaf) hosted a 
celebratory Iftar for the benefi ci-
aries of the Qatar Scholarship pro-
gramme. 

The event was marked by the in-
troduction of over 100 new schol-
arship recipients, the commenda-
tion of 36 remarkable graduates, 
and the celebration of 57 students 
for their academic excellence dur-
ing the 2023-24 academic year.

The dignitaries included the 
General Directorate of Endow-
ments director-general Sheikh 
Dr Khalid bin Mohamed al-Tha-
ni, EAA CEO Fahad al-Sulaiti, 
Palestine’s deputy minister of 
education Basri Saleh and Qatar 
Foundation’s (QF) higher educa-
tion president Dr Francisco Mar-
molejo.

The event drew over 300 at-
tendees, including students 
and their families, faculty from 
partner universities such as Qa-
tar University, QF Universities, 
Oryx Universal College in col-
laboration with Liverpool, John 
Moores University, Qatar Fi-
nance and Business Academy in 
partnership with Northumbria 
University, Lusail University, Al 
Rayyan International University 
in partnership with the Univer-
sity of Derby and the Global 
Studies Institute in partnership 
with Arkansas State University. 
Additionally, dignitaries from 
the embassies of Yemen, Pales-
tine, Pakistan, India and Leba-
non graced the occasion.

The Qatar Scholarship Pro-
gramme in Qatar aims to provide 
youth aged 17 to 25, who have 
spent most of their formative 

years in Qatar, with access to 
higher education. It is a needs-
based scholarship offered by 
EAA Foundation, through its Al 
Fakhoora programme, to deserv-
ing expatriate youth in Qatar. 
Recipients are supported to at-
tend distinguished universities 
in the country. EAA also collabo-
rates with Silatech to link gradu-
ates to employment, ensuring a 
smooth transition into their pro-
fessional lives. 

Sheikh Dr Khalid welcomed 
the new recruits and congratu-
lated the graduates and top 
achievers. He highlighted the 
significant role that the endow-
ment plays in various aspects of 
life, including religious, educa-
tional, health, family, and social 
spheres. He urged the students to 

be ambassadors of knowledge and 
endowment and to remember the 
honourable benefactors in their 

prayers during this holy month. 
Talal al-Hothal, director of the 

programme, remarked: “Through 

our collective eff orts, EAA em-
powers countless youths across 
the globe, championing their right 

to a robust and secure education. 
This event not only celebrates 
our dedication but also cements 
our commitment to fostering a 
bright future for Qatar’s emerg-
ing visionaries and innovators. 
Our gratitude extends to Awqaf 
for their invaluable partnership, 
and to our esteemed university 
partners which enables us to of-
fer transformative educational 
paths to worthy young individu-
als, thereby enriching their lives 
and fortifying the pillars of our 
society.”

Since its inception in 2018, the 
Qatar Scholarship programme in 
Qatar has provided more than 210 
scholarships for youth in Qatar, 
and aims to provide a total of 500 
scholarships by the academic year 
2025-2026.

Diverse collections showcased to mark 
Qatar-Morocco 2024 Year of Culture
Numerous museums and 

institutions in Doha are 
showcasing prized pos-

sessions from their collections 
that honour Moroccan culture and 
artistic heritage, marking the Qa-
tar-Morocco 2024 Year of Culture, 
Qatar Museums (QM) has said.

The Museum of Islamic Art 
(MIA) kicked off  the festivities 
with a grand showcase featuring 
the Berber Jewellery Collection 
from the Royal Palace. Opened 
on February 20 and running un-
til May, this exhibition highlights 
more than 200 historically sig-
nifi cant pieces, sourced from 
renowned institutions like Mo-
rocco’s Oudayas and the National 
Museum of Adornment in Rabat.

QM noted that this exhibition 
marks the fi rst time the Royal Col-
lection has ventured outside Mo-
rocco, off ering a rare glimpse into 
the country’s diverse regions.

The Katara Cultural Village 
launched the Katara Prize for 
Manuscripts and Archaeological 
Sites, with Morocco receiving the 
inaugural honour. The $90,000 
prize includes categories for un-
published manuscripts and ar-
chaeological research, welcoming 
submissions from all nationalities.

QM said Amine El Gotaibi, a 
distinguished Moroccan designer 
and artist renowned for his work 

with natural materials, is also 
making waves in Doha. His com-
missioned piece, showcased at 
The Ned Hotel and Design Doha 
Biennale titled “Desert of the 
North,” explores the interplay be-
tween wool and copper, refl ect-
ing on tensions within contrast-
ing elements and environmental 
conditions.

In addition to these contem-
porary exhibitions, QM added 

that MIA offers an array of ar-
tefacts celebrating Moroccan 
culture, including a unique as-
trolabe crafted by Abu Bakr ibn 
Yusuf, renowned for his intricate 
engravings. 

Visitors also have the chance 
to see a 17th-century Qur’an 
penned by Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi 
Ibrahim and a collection of Ha-
dith, offering profound insights 
into Morocco’s cultural and re-

ligious heritage. The 3-2-1 Qa-
tar Olympic and Sports Museum 
shines a spotlight on Morocco’s 
sporting prowess, featuring pro-
files of legendary athletes such 
as Hicham El Guerrouj, known as 
the “King of the Mile,” and Na-
wal El Moutawakel, who broke 
barriers for women in athletics 
and leadership roles.

Mathaf: Arab Museum of 
Modern Art showcases a rich 

collection of works by modern 
Moroccan artists, with galler-
ies dedicated to themes ranging 
from women’s identity to ab-
stract expressionism. Renowned 
artists like Chaibia Talal and 
Mohamed Melehi are highlighted 
for their groundbreaking contri-
butions to Moroccan artistry.

The “Distilled Lessons: Ab-
straction in Arab Modernism” 
exhibition, on view at Mathaf, 

further underscores the unique 
experimentation and evolution of 
Arab modernism, off ering a cap-
tivating exploration of abstraction 
in the region’s artistic landscape.

Winners of the Qatar Scholarship programme with guests and off icials. PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam

Dignitaries at the event.

Moroccan culture and artistic heritage at various museums in Doha.

QM noted that 
this exhibition 
marks the first 
time the Royal 
Collection has 
ventured outside 
Morocco, 
off ering a rare 
glimpse into 
the country’s 
diverse regions
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