
His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani met yesterday 

evening at his offi  ce at Lusail Pal-
ace with Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of the sisterly United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Zayed al-Nahyan and his ac-
companying delegation, on the 
occasion of his visit to the country.

At the outset of the meeting, 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al-
Nahyan conveyed the greetings 
of President of the sisterly United 

Arab Emirates Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed al-Nahyan and Vice-
President and Prime Minister of 
the United Arab Emirates, the Rul-
er of Dubai Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Rashid al-Maktoum to His High-
ness the Amir, wishing him good 
health and happiness, and the Qa-
tari people continued progress and 
prosperity.

His Highness the Amir entrust-
ed him to convey his greetings to 
the President of the UAE and the 
Vice-President, wishing them 

good health and the people of the 
sisterly UAE continued progress 
and prosperity.

During the meeting, the frater-
nal bilateral relations were dis-
cussed as well as ways to enhance 
them, in addition to discussing a 
number of regional and interna-
tional issues of mutual concern.

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin 
Jassim al-Thani attended the 
meeting. (QNA)

Amir restructures QFZA board

Over 13,000 children 
killed in Gaza

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani issued Amiri 
Decision No. (9) of 2024, restructuring the Board of Directors of Qatar 
Free Zones Authority (QFZA). The decision stipulates that the Board 
of Directors of QFZA shall be restructured under the chairmanship of 
HE Sheikh Mohamed bin Hamad bin Qassim al-Thani, and Mansoor 
bin Ebrahim al-Mahmoud as Vice-Chairman; with the membership of 
HE Abdulaziz bin Nasser bin Mubarak al-Khalifa, HE Akbar al-Baker, 
HE Ahmed bin Abdullah al-Jamal, HE Mohamed Hassan al-Maliki, 
Sheikh Ali bin Alwaleed al-Thani, and Yousuf Mohamed al-Jaida, 
alongside a representative from the Ministry of Communications and 
Information Technology, and an expert to be selected by the Prime 
Minister. The decision is eff ective starting from its date of issue, and is 
to be published in the off icial gazette. (QNA)

The UN children’s agency said 
yesterday over 13,000 children 
have been killed in Gaza in 
Israel’s off ensive, adding many 
kids were suff ering from severe 
malnutrition and did not “even 
have the energy to cry.”
“Thousands more have been 
injured or we can’t even 
determine where they are. They 
may be stuck under rubble ... We 
haven’t seen that rate of death 
among children in almost any 
other conflict in the world,” Unicef 
Executive Director Catherine 
Russell told CBS News.
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Prayer times

Fasting times

Whoever does not give up 
forged speech and evil actions, 
Allah is not in need of his 
leaving his food and drink 
(i.e. fasting is not accepted). 
[Al-Bukhari] 

Iftar today .............................5.47pm
Imsak tomorrow.................4.12am

Fajr....4.23;   Zuhr....11.42;  Asr....3.08; 
Maghrib.....5.47;   Isha.....7.17

    RAMADAN THOUGHT

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani hosted an 
Iftar banquet for Their Excellencies members of the ruling family 
and dignitaries on the occasion of the Holy Month of Ramadan at 
Lusail Palace yesterday. The banquet was attended by His Highness 
the Personal Representative of the Amir Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad 
al-Thani, His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Khalifa al-Thani, His Highness 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Khalifa al-Thani, HE Sheikh Jassim bin Khalifa 
al-Thani, HE the Speaker of the Shura Council Hassan bin Abdullah 
al-Ghanem, and a number of Their Excellencies Sheikhs. (QNA) Page 2

Amir hosts Iftar banquet for ruling family members, dignitaries

Amir, UAE FM review ties
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QRCS Ramadan drive 
to implement 145 
projects in 18 countries

Sports competitions, events 
galore during Ramadan

Plans for 15 food security 
projects worldwide

QU to celebrate graduation 
of its 47th batch in May

Amir condoles with Saudi King Salman

Amir congratulates Irish president

The Qatar Red Crescent So-
ciety (QRCS) announced 
that it is working on im-

plementing a plan that includes 
145 diverse projects in the sectors 
of food, shelter, water and sanita-
tion, livelihood, education, psy-
chological support, health, and 
medical convoys in 18 countries as 
part of its campaign for the month 
of Ramadan 1445 AH and beyond, 
which will run until the end of the 
year.

In a report it issued yesterday, 
QRCS said that the funds raised 
from the benevolent people of Qa-
tar are being used to implement 
numerous humanitarian and de-
velopment projects for the benefi t 

of 1.6mn people around the world 
during and after the holy month of 
Ramadan, through its foreign rep-
resentation offi  ces/missions and 
in coordination with fellow Na-
tional Societies in host countries.

The report added that various 
Ramadan charitable initiatives are 
being conducted in poor coun-
tries, key among them is the Ram-
adan Iftar project, which involves 
distributing diverse food parcels 
containing local staples to more 
than 234,000 poor benefi ciaries in 
18 countries, to help them secure 
Iftar and Suhoor meals through-
out Ramadan.

Moreover, QRCS added that the 
initiatives include Zakat al-Fitr, 

Eid clothing, and food security 
projects, stressing that it was keen 
on delivering the aid to the benefi -
ciaries prior to the holy month of 
Ramadan.

As for QRCS’s initiatives within 
Qatar, its Volunteering and Local 
Development Division is co-ordi-
nating with other departments to 
undertake a diverse array of devel-
opment, social, and volunteering 
programmes/projects for the ben-
efi t of society’s most vulnerable 
groups.

QRCS dedicated several dona-
tion methods to receive the Zakat 
and charity of the benevolent peo-
ple of Qatar during this merciful 
month. (QNA)

The various sports and rec-
reational activities, sched-
uled at various venues 

throughout Ramadan, off er both 
Qatar residents and visitors the 
opportunity to embrace active and 
healthy lifestyles.

First is the Katara Ramadan 
Chess Open 2024, a tournament 
that began on March 13 is or-
ganised by Katara – the Cultural 
Village in collaboration with the 
Qatar Chess Association. This 
competition will continue until 
March 23 at Building 15, attract-
ing enthusiasts of diff erent age 
groups.

Katara also hosts the Katara 
Volley 2024 tournament, at Beach 
4 until April 8. Alongside, the 
Electronic Games Championship 
and Al Kutam and Al Dama Cham-
pionship are underway to engage 
gaming afi cionados throughout 
Ramadan.

The Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change spearheads 
the ‘Ekbes’ Ramadan beach vol-

leyball tournament at Aspire Park, 
which kicked off  on March 13 and 
runs until March 22. With 14 teams 
vying for the QR50,000 prize.

For the more adventurous, the 
Ramadan duathlon Lusail 2024 
off ers a unique test of endurance 
and athleticism. Organised by the 
Qatari triathlon team, sponsored 
by Qatar Tourism, and in co-oper-
ation with the Lusail International 
Circuit and the Qatar Triathlon 
Federation, the event is set to hold 
two races on March 22 and 29, at-
tracting athletes eager to push 
their limits.

The Aspire Zone Foundation 
(AZF) is hosting a 15-day sports 
festival, providing enthusiasts 
with a diverse array of activities 
throughout Ramadan. From the 
Embassies football tournament 
to 3X3 basketball and hockey 5s, 
it is learnt that AZF aims to foster 
a culture of sports participation 
and healthy competition among 
participants of all ages and gen-
ders.

AZF offers hockey 5s and bas-
ketball tournaments for female 
players at the Ladies Sports 
Hall, and provides a platform for 
women to showcase their tal-
ents. In addition, AZF also holds 
special events cater to junior 
competitions in hockey 5s, as 
well as activities for people with 
special needs, highlighting its 
commitment to inclusivity and 
accessibility in sports and rec-
reation.

The QRS Ramadan Challenge 
2024 is poised to kick off  from 
March 21 to April 3 at Al Shaqab 
in Education City. With catego-
ries ranging from 800m to 10k, the 
event aims to promote physical 
fi tness and healthy living among 
participants of all ages and abili-
ties.

A number of establishments in 
Doha also join in the festivities by 
off ering discounts for players, fur-
ther enhancing the vibrancy of the 
sporting landscape throughout 
Ramadan.

Qatar Red Crescent So-
ciety (QRCS) plans to 
launch 15 food secu-

rity projects, for the benefi t 
of 625,120 poor and displaced 
people, at an estimated cost of 
QR31,129,400.

Pursuing its mandate, QRCS 
provides food for those in need, 
helping maintain the necessary 
nutrition for poor people, to-
wards one of the key sustaina-
ble development goals (SDGs), 
the QRCS said in a statement.

The list of target countries 
include Palestine (Gaza and 
the West Bank), Syria, Yemen, 
Niger, Sudan, Somalia, Af-
ghanistan, Lebanon, Jordan, 
and Iraq. The projects involve 
the distribution of diverse food 
parcels containing local food 
staples, provision of fl our for 
bakeries to produce and dis-
tribute bread free of charge, 
and provision of food for or-
phanages and nursing homes 
for certain periods of time.

During 2023, food security 
projects accounted for 4.5% 
of QRCS’s total foreign aid, at 
a cost of QR9,348,828, with 
473,048 benefi ciaries in 20 
countries. (QNA)

Under the patronage of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, Qatar University (QU) is 
set to celebrate the graduation of the 47th batch of 
its alumni (Class of 2024 male students) on May 8.
The ceremony for distinguished female students will 
be held under the patronage of Her Highness the 
Consort of the Amir Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad 
bin Suhaim al-Thani on May 9. The total number of 
graduates this year is expected to be around 4,053 
graduates, which includes 3,240 female graduates 
and 813 male graduates.
As the university graduates its 47th cohort, it 
continues to chronicle a decades-long history in 
which it has contributed to Qatar’s development and 
prosperity, through supplying the labour market with 
qualified graduates. (QNA)

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, 
His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
al-Thani and HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani sent cables of condolences to the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz al-Saud 
of Saudi Arabia on the death of Princess Al Fahda bint 
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz al-Saud. (QNA)

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
and His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Hamad al-Thani sent cables of congratulations 
to President of Ireland Michael Daniel Higgins on 
his country’s National Day. HE the Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani also sent a similar cable 
of congratulations to Prime Minister Leo Varadkar. (QNA)

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani met yesterday with the visiting UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahyan. The 
meeting discussed co-operation relations between the two countries and ways to support and develop 
them, besides the latest developments in the Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian territories and the 
need to accelerate the pace of entry of humanitarian aid into the Strip without obstacles. The meeting 
also discussed the expansion of the cycle of violence in the region and its impact on regional and 
global stability. HE Sheikh Mohamed stressed during the meeting the importance of co-ordination and 
concerted regional eff orts in facing challenges to achieve security and peace in the region. (QNA)

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani hosted an Iftar banquet for Their Excellencies members of the ruling family and dignitaries on the occasion of the holy month of Ramadan at Lusail Palace 
yesterday. The banquet was attended by His Highness the Personal Representative of the Amir Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad al-Thani, His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Khalifa al-Thani, His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Khalifa al-Thani, HE Sheikh Jassim bin Khalifa al-Thani, HE the Speaker of the Shura Council Hassan bin Abdullah al-Ghanem, and a number of Their Excellencies Sheikhs. (QNA)

PM meets UAE foreign minister

Amir hosts Iftar banquet for ruling family members and dignitaries
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PHCC provides tips 
on Ramadan fasting 
for heart patients
Dr Ihab Hamed, fam-

ily medicine con-
sultant at Qatar 

University Health Centre 
of the Primary Health Care 
Corporation, has empha-
sised that to maintain the 
heart health of patients 
during Ramadan, focus 
should be placed on several 
important factors, includ-
ing nutrition, exercise and 
quitting smoking. 

Dr Hamed said that a 
healthy diet plays a vital 
role in supporting heart 
health during Ramadan. He 
noted: “It is recommend-
ed to consume nutritious 
foods that support the heart 
such as omega-3 rich fi sh, 
whole grains, fresh vegeta-
bles, and to avoid heavy and 
fatty foods that can poten-
tially burden the heart. It 
is also necessary to ensure 
that adequate amount of 
water is consumed during 
non-fasting hours to pre-
vent dehydration. These 
are supported by scientifi c 
evidence showing the sig-
nifi cance of a healthy diet 
in maintaining the heart 
health and lowering the 
risks of heart disease.”

In addition to maintain-
ing a healthy diet and care-
ful management of medica-
tions, engaging in moderate 
physical activity is an inte-
gral part of the healthy life-

style of heart patients, es-
pecially during Ramadan. 
Light to moderate exercises, 
such as brisk walking, swim-
ming or stretching can con-
tribute to improving blood 
circulation and promoting 
heart health without caus-
ing physical exhaustion. It 
is important to highlight 
that these exercises should 
be performed after Iftar to 
ensure the body has enough 
energy and to prevent dehy-
dration. 

Dr Hamed emphasised 
that quitting smoking is a 
crucial step for fasting heart 
patients during Ramadan. 
“Quitting smoking not only 
improves cardiovascular 
function, but also reduces 
the risk of heart attacks and 
strokes. During Ramadan, 
fasting presents the perfect 
opportunity to quit smok-
ing, as the time available 
for smoking is reduced, de-
creasing exposure to toxins 

found in cigarettes. Heart 
patients are recommended 
to book an appointment at 
the Primary Health Care 
Corporation’s clinics to set 
an eff ective smoking ces-
sation plan, which may 
include the use of nicotine 
substitutes or mental sup-
port programmes,” he ex-
plained.

In addition, heart pa-
tients must be reminded 
to listen well to their bod-
ies and be vigilant to any 
changes that may occur 
during fasting. Symptoms 
such as severe fatigue, dif-
fi culty breathing or chest 
pain must be taken serious-
ly and treated immediately.

Dr Hamed noted that the 
decision to fast during Ra-
madan should be made af-
ter consulting the physician 
considering the patient’s 
health condition. “By fol-
lowing medical advice and 
under close medical super-
vision, heart patients can 
not only safely fast during 
Ramadan, but also im-
prove their quality of life 
and overall health. It is al-
ways important to adhere 
to the advice of physicians 
and health experts and as-
sess the health condition 
regularly to ensure eff ective 
prevention leading to live 
in a healthy and balanced 
manner,” he added.

Belgium Prime Minister Alexander De Croo left Doha yesterday after a visit to the 
country. He and the accompanying delegation were seen off  at the Doha International 
Airport by Qatar’s ambassador to Belgium Khalid bin Fahad al-Hajri and Belgium’s 
ambassador to Qatar William Asselborn. (QNA)

HE the Minister of State for Foreign Aff airs Sultan bin Saad al-Muraikhi 
received yesterday a copy of the credentials of Mauritanian ambassador 
to Qatar Mohamed al-Amin Salman. HE al-Muraikhi wished the 
ambassador success in his duties, stressing all support to advance the 
bilateral relations to a closer co-operation in various fields. (QNA)

Belgian PM ends Doha visitAl-Muraikhi receives credentials 
of Mauritania’s envoy

Dr Ihab Hamed

The Zakat Aff airs Department at the Ministry of Endowments (Awqaf) and Islamic Aff airs 
has set Zakat al-Fitr for this year’s Ramadan (1445 AH) at QR15. The department called 
on individuals to ensure the prompt payment of Zakat al-Fitr for themselves and their 
dependents, irrespective of age or gender. It stressed that it must be paid before the Eid al-Fitr 
prayer. The department noted that Zakat al-Fitr was originally intended to be paid in the form 
of an average person’s staple foodstuff , predominantly rice, at the amount of 2.5kg per person, 
which is estimated this year at the value of QR15. (QNA)

This Ramadan’s Zakat al-Fitr set at QR15

QRI enhances paediatric rehabilitation services

Qatar Rehabilitation Institute 
(QRI) has unveiled a series of no-
table enhancements to its paedi-

atric and neuromusculoskeletal patient 
care services. 

As part of this ongoing commitment 
to elevate healthcare standards, QRI 
invested in its Outpatient Paediatric 
Speech Therapy Clinic expansion, the 
renovated Paediatric Inpatient Reha-
bilitation Unit, and the introduction of 
a state-of-the-art Physiotherapy Gym 
dedicated to neuromusculoskeletal pa-
tients. Senior executives from Hamad 
Medical Corporation (HMC), includ-
ing acting assistant managing director 
and chief of Tertiary Hospitals Group at 
HMC, Ali al-Janahi, chief medical of-
fi cer, Dr Abdulla al-Ansari, and acting 
chief nursing offi  cer, Mariam al-Muta-
wa, toured these facilities recently. 

Dr Hanadi al-Hamad, deputy chief, 
Long-Term Care, Rehabilitation, and 
Geriatrics at HMC emphasised that 
while this phase of service improve-
ments primarily targeted paediatric 
services, the needs of older patients with 
musculoskeletal conditions were duly 
considered.

“As people age, maintaining muscu-
loskeletal health and mobility becomes 
more challenging and conditions like 
sarcopenia, osteoporosis, and arthritis 
become more prevalent. Approximately 
half of our physiotherapy patients in 
the outpatient clinics are older patients 
with neuromusculoskeletal conditions,” 
noted Dr al-Hamad. 

“The newly established physiotherapy 
gym is a specialised facility catering to 
older patients enabling us to provide more 
specialised care delivered by experts in 

their respective fi elds. The new facility 
will allow us to reduce waiting times from 
more than fi ve weeks previously to about 
14 days once fully operational.”

The refurbished Paediatric Inpatient 
Rehabilitation Unit, situated on the 
fourth fl oor, off ers outstanding services 
tailored to the unique needs of children 
in Qatar. With 14 individual rooms, in-
cluding two executive rooms, the unit 
provides daily intensive therapy sessions 
delivered by highly specialised thera-
pists. Unique colour patterns and de-
signs, suitable for an ambiance of play-
fulness and calmness, automatic sliding 
doors, and state-of-the-art technolo-
gies, characterise the revamped paedi-
atric inpatient rehabilitation area. Dedi-
cated rooms for speech and language 
development are equipped with innova-
tive devices and educational toys.

Dr Mahmoud Abeidah, head of the 
Paediatrics Rehabilitation Department 
at QRI, said: “Our focus is on delivering 
excellent care that includes an amazing 

infrastructure designed to facilitate cus-
tomised rehabilitation for our patients. 
The facility boasts an ultramodern gym 
with equipment such as a state-of-the-
art robotic treadmill training system 
for assisted walking or gait training, an 
overhead hoist for safer exercise prac-
tices, and various tools for physical and 
occupational therapy.”

The newly commissioned multi-pur-
pose area is used for case conferences 
and interdisciplinary services like Vis-
ual Gait Analysis for orthosis prescrip-
tion, sensory-based feeding activities in 
group session and evening group activi-
ties. For children diagnosed with feed-
ing and swallowing disorders, the dys-
phagia team conducts consultations in a 
dedicated clinic room, providing tailored 
feeding therapies.

The Outpatient Paediatric Speech 
Therapy Clinic expansion addresses 
the growing demand for improving 
paediatric patients’ ability to commu-
nicate effectively. 

CRA resolved nearly 98% of telecom complaints last year

The Communications Reg-
ulatory Authority (CRA) 
has published the resolu-

tion results of telecom consum-
ers’ complaints received in 2023 
to mark World Consumer Rights 
Day, observed annually on March 
15.

In 2023, CRA received 1,344 
complaints and inquiries from 
consumers about telecom serv-
ices in Qatar. CRA evaluated 
complaints based on a set of cri-
teria to determine their validity 
to CRA’s complaint process; 535 
were valid complaints and CRA 
resolved around 98% of the total 
valid complaints received. Also, 
CRA is working with the telecom 
service providers Ooredoo Qatar 
and Vodafone Qatar to fi nalise 
the related investigation of the 
remaining ones.

The statistics indicate that 
73% of all received complaints 
were related to mobile services 
and the highest percentage were 
related to postpaid billing, pack-
ages and service disconnection. 
As for fi xed-line services, the 
statistics indicate that they were 
27% of the total complaints, and 
the most received complaints 
were related to Internet, landline, 
and TV service interruptions and 
billing.

Amel Salem al-Hanawi, direc-
tor of Consumer Aff airs Depart-
ment at CRA, said: “We mark 
World Consumer Rights Day by 
reaffi  rming our ongoing commit-
ment to ensuring that telecom 
consumers in the State of Qatar 
have their rights protected. Also, 
in line with CRA’s keenness to 
enhance transparency, we will 
continue publishing and sharing 
the data related to consumers’ 
complaints.

“CRA ensures protecting 
consumers’ rights by develop-
ing necessary regulatory instru-
ments to eff ectively regulate 
the telecommunications sector, 
granting the telecom service pro-
viders the necessary licenses, de-
termining the necessary obliga-
tions on them, monitoring their 
compliance with these obliga-
tions, and resolving consumers’ 
complaints if not resolved by the 
service providers or if consumers 
are not satisfi ed with the provid-
ed resolution.” 

She added: “In addition this 
enhances the sustainable com-
petition between the service 
providers to ensure the provi-
sion of innovative and high-

quality services. This is in 
line with the objectives of 
the Third National Develop-
ment Strategy 2024-2030, 
the fi nal phase of realising 
the Qatar National Vision 
2030, which includes pro-

viding world-class telecom 
services and improving the 
quality of life for citizens 
and residents.”

Under CRA’s telecom 
complaint resolution proc-
ess, consumers with a com-
plaint are free to approach 
CRA if their complaint lodged 
directly to their service pro-
vider about a mobile service 
disconnection remains open 
or unresolved for 48 hours or 
72 hours in case of fi xed-line 
disconnection. 

Also, if the complaint is 
unrelated to a service discon-
nection and remains unre-
solved for 30 calendar days or 
if the complaint is closed at 
any time and were dissatisfi ed 
with the off ered resolution, 
consumers can complain to 
CRA through its 24/7 hotline 
number (103), consumer-
voice@cra.gov.qa, Facebook, 
Instagram, or X accounts (@
CRAqatar), mobile app ‘Arsel’, 
or by fi lling a complaint on 
www.cra.gov.qa

Amel Salem al-Hanawi

The Ministry of Culture announced that it will 
organise the “Garangao Market” event at Darb 
Al-Saai headquarters in Umm Salal from March 
18-24 from 7.30pm until 12am.
The market primarily intends to maintain 
the inveterate Qatari legacy, traditions and 
customs, in addition to promoting the national 
identity and enjoying the atmosphere of the 
holy month of Ramadan, the ministry said.
The ‘Garangao Market’ includes 80 shops 
that sell a wide range of Garangao essentials, 
food and cornucopia-inspired gifts and 
merchandise, alongside several children’s 
education workshops, it noted. The event 
emulates the atmosphere in the old Qatari 
Fereej district with its stellar designs that 
are consistent with this buoyant patrimonial 
occasion. (QNA)

Culture ministry to hold 
‘Garangao Market’ at 
Darb Al-Saai from today
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Al Baladi Holding Group unveils expansion triumph 
as Souq Al Baladi sprouts new branches across Qatar
Continuing its impressive trajectory in 

the Qatari market, Al Baladi Holding 
Group has unveiled new branches 

of Souq Al Baladi across various regions of 
the country. This strategic move aligns with 
the company’s conscientious management 
plans to expand and cater to the needs of 
citizens and residents throughout Qatar. The 
inauguration of the flagship Souq Al Baladi 
branch in the Al Gharrafa area of Doha was 
marked by a distinguished ceremony attended 
by prominent businessmen, dignitaries, 
media personalities, and the public. Leading 
the celebration were Mr. Mohammed bin 
Abdullah Al-Attiyah, Chairman of Al Baladi 
Holding Group, and Mr. Hani Al-Sayyadi, CEO 
of Al Baladi Holding Group. Dr. Muhammad 
Ali Othman, General Manager of Al Baladi 
Holding Group and Baladi Express, also 
graced the event with his presence.

The Largest Commercial Markets in Qatar

Souq Al Baladi is considered one of the 
largest commercial markets in Qatar and 
contributes to meeting the needs of consumers 
at the best prices and highest quality. The new 
branch is located on an area of 25 thousand 
square meters, equipped with the best 
services and parking for market customers 
and provides all products to meet shoppers’ 
requirements.

Mr. Mohammed bin Abdullah Al-Attiyah, 
Chairman of Al Baladi Holding Group, said 
during the opening ceremony: “We seek to 
provide distinguished services with thoughtful 
steps that serve members of society.” He 
added that the opening of the new branch 
in the Al Gharrafa area is an important step 
to provide distinguished marketing and 
commercial services to the region in line with 
the state’s vision to stimulate and encourage 
the business sector by providing facilities and 
an appropriate environment for investment in 

line with the Qatar National Vision 2030 that 
supports the national economy.

Supporting and Stimulating the Business 
Sector

Al-Attiyah praised the State’s keenness to 
support the business sector and stimulate its 
growth and said: “The support that the private 
sector receives contributes to the expansion 
of various projects that meet the needs of 
consumers and promotes fair competition in 
the markets in terms of prices and quality.”

Al-Attiyah stressed that Qatari 
businessmen have a great responsibility 
towards the nation and society by contributing 
to supporting Qatar’s ambitious national 
vision through various projects that support 
the economy, provide goods and stimulate 
the production sector and manufacturing 

industries. Explaining that the presence of 
projects such as Souq Al Baladi supports local 
production and industries and stimulates 
investors to expand various projects in a way 
that contributes to their availability and to 
provide the best services and products with 
the highest quality standards.

Competitive Prices

Mr. Hani Al Sayyadi, CEO of Al Baladi 
Holding Group, said that the opening of 
the new branch in Al Gharrafa area comes 
within the expansion and spread plan of 
Souq Al Baladi chain of branches to cover 
all regions of Qatar, provide all different 
products and brands and provide the best 

competitive prices while ensuring the 
selection of the finest products to serve 
shoppers.

Hani Al-Sayyadi added: “We are seeking 
to achieve an integrated plan for expansion 
and spread in all regions according to a well-
studied mechanism to achieve Qatar National 
Vision 2030, in line with and keeping pace with 

the prosperity and progress witnessed by the 
Qatari economy in all sectors.”

Al-Sayyadi explained: “Suppliers are dealt 
with according to the quality of their products 
as the products arrive at the Souq Al Baladi 
fresh daily, benefiting from the latest fully 
covered and air-conditioned display systems 
provided by Al Baladi.

For his part, Dr. Muhammad Ali Othman, 
General Manager of Al Baladi Holding Group 
and Baladi Express, said that the opening 
of Souq Al Baladi in Al Gharafa area was 
wonderful and special and was attended 
by a large elite of figures in Qatari society, a 
large media presence from various print and 
visual media outlets, including newspapers, 
TV channels, and social media celebrities. 
The opening received the approval of many 
shoppers from the honorable audience who 
praised the distinctive display methods, 
the quality of the products offered, their 
competitive prices in the various sections of 
Souq Al Baladi, as its prices are the cheapest in 
the private sector in addition to the distinctive 
offers of goods for sale at affordable prices.

He added: “Souq Al Baladi includes 
multiple and diverse sections of fish, meat, fresh 
poultry of all kinds, fruits, fresh vegetables, 
dairy products, baked goods, hot foods, Arabic 
and popular sweets, dates, nuts, coffee, spices, 
delicious foods and others, stressing that the 
new branch of Souq Al Baladi in Al Gharafa 
area welcomes shoppers 24 hours a day.

Multiple Applications, Sources and 
Technologies

Dr. Othman, Manager of Baladi Express, 
said: “The new platform represents a multi-
source application that is compatible with 
Mobile Phones and devices that operate on 
Android and iOS systems.”

He stressed that the platform was built 
in accordance with the latest technologies 
and international practices and a large team 
of experts worked for two years to build 
from zero all parts of the system and its 
components. 

The platform’s data and information 
centers were set up as the company’s private 
cloud computing environment, which has 
the capacity of Private cloud. The platform 
is capable of processing and executing 
millions of operations simultaneously 
without affecting its performance with the 
use of appropriate security and protection 
technologies and procedures and the 
application of a strong policy in the security 
and privacy of information. 

Dr. Othman, leveraging extensive 
expertise in Business Administration and 
Information Technology Systems, affirms 
that the platform and application of Baladi 
Express were developed in accordance with 

best international practices in E-commerce 
sector while the platform carries unique 
advantages. He noted that the platform 
of Baladi Express currently represents a 
qualitative shift in the concept of delivering 
orders whether in terms of service quality, cost 
or delivery time.

The wise leadership 
has fostered 
an attractive 
investment 

environment that 
bolsters national 

economy and 
supports food 

security.

Al Baladi offers 
services and 

products adhering to 
the highest quality 

standards and 
competitive prices
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Qatar Airways, Jusour sign MoU to boost recruitment activities

Qatar Airways Group an-
nounced a new joint initi-
ative with the pioneering 

government entity, Jusour (Qatar 
Manpower Solutions Company), 
to boost recruitment activities 
and support Qatar’s standing as 
a destination for the world’s top 
talent.

As one of the nation’s leading 
employers, the agreement will see 
the national airline collaborate 
with Jusour on a range of targeted 
recruitment initiatives, as well as 
support Jusour’s goal under the 
Qatar National Vision 2030 to 

provide a key stimulus for Qatar’s 
fl ourishing labour market.

Qatar Airways Group chief ex-
ecutive offi  cer Badr Mohamed 
al-Meer, said: “Our partnership 
with Jusour will not only play a 
vital role in Qatar Airways’ on-
going recruitment strategy, but 
will also support the extensive ef-
forts being made to promote the 
Qatar labour market as one fi lled 
with innovation, adaptability and 
abundant economic growth. 

“We wholeheartedly share this 
vision and look forward to working 
with Jusour in supporting the fu-

ture of both Qatar Airways and the 
State of Qatar as an accessible and 
rewarding place to live and work.”

A private joint-stock com-
pany wholly owned by the State 
of Qatar, Jusour delivers a suite 
of services under multiple pro-
grammes, from part-time train-
ing and work opportunities to 
facilitating state-sponsored visa 
schemes, with the aim of target-
ing and connecting job seekers 
and employers.

Jusour chief executive offi  cer 
Abdulhadi Bakhit Barqan said: 
“This collaboration not only en-

hances our concerted eff orts to 
usher global talent into Qatar’s 
workforce but also aligns with the 
aspirations of the Qatar National 
Vision 2030. 

“Together, we are charting new 
territories in recruitment innova-
tion and talent development, set-
ting a global standard for excellence 
and positioning Qatar as a premier 
destination for talent attraction 
and retention. As a key player in 
both Qatar’s global ventures and 
local economy, Qatar Airways’ in-
volvement brings invaluable in-
sight and depth to this initiative.”

Qatar Airways Group announced a new joint initiative with Jusour (Qatar 
Manpower Solutions Company), to boost recruitment activities and support 
Qatar’s standing as a destination for the world’s top talent.

QC delegation brings joy to 
sponsored orphans in Pakistan
As part of the ongoing 

campaign aimed at spon-
soring 5,000 orphans, a 

delegation from Qatar Charity 
(QC) visited Pakistan to inspect 
their conditions and assess their 
needs, a statement said.

The delegation included sev-
eral donors and sponsors, such 
as Ohoud S H S Aldowailah, 
Hend Khalifa A al-Kubaisi, Mar-
riam Ahmad al-Zaman, Anasser 
Ibrahim al-Fakhroo, Badria al-
Yaqout, Sheikha al-Muftah, and 
Latifa al-Kuwari, in addition to 
Khalid Abdulla Alyafei, director 
of the customer service depart-
ment at QC. 

A group of 80 orphans spon-
sored by QC welcomed the vis-
iting delegation of sponsors, 
who actively engaged with them 
in various activities, including 
drawing and sports. Gifts were 
distributed to the children.

The delegation participated in 
preparing Iftar meals, alongside 
the sponsored children. 

They also spent time together 
during a collective Iftar event.

Amina Khan, a nine-year-old 
girl, said: “I have never experi-
enced joy like this before. I had 
the opportunity to meet my do-
nor who extends education and 
health support to me. I feel very 
proud today that I cooked food 
with them.”

Noor Ali, a seven-year-old 
boy, said: “Today I met with the 
people of goodness, who cooked 
my favourite food, Biryani. I 
thank them from the bottom of 
my heart.”

Zara Bibi seven-year-old girl, 
said: “Today is an Eid day for me, 
I played games with my donors, 
ate meals with them, and won a 
prize in the painting competi-
tion. I cannot explain my happi-
ness in words.”

The members of the delega-
tion expressed their joy at vis-
iting Pakistan and meeting the 
orphaned children. Anasser Ib-
rahim Y al-Fakhroo said, “I feel 
deeply thankful to have met these 
children, and it was a privilege for 
us to prepare food for them. Wit-
nessing the smiles of these chil-
dren fi lls me with immense hap-
piness to be in their presence.”

As part of its “Endless Giving” 
campaign for the 1445 AH Ram-
adan, QC has launched a drive to 
sponsor a new batch of orphans 
in several countries around the 
world. The goal is to reach the 

sponsorship of 5,000 new or-
phans, with the support of be-
nevolent individuals, both citi-
zens and residents of Qatar.

This campaign comes under 
the slogan “Expand Your Family” 

and aims to encourage families in 
Qatar to sponsor one or more or-
phans, considering them as sons 
or daughters within their fam-
ily in terms of care and attention, 
the statement added.

Ramadan fi tness 
sessions at QU

The Sports Aff airs Manage-
ment at Qatar University 
(QU) has organised fi tness 

sessions, throughout the holy 
month of Ramadan for students, 
faculty, and male administrative 
staff . 

The sessions in the Sports and 
Events Building, are witnessing a 
remarkable turnout.

Captain Mohamed Damak, the 
trainer spearheading the Ramadan 
Fitness Challenge, said the annual 
fi tness programme held before 
Iftar time, has the primary objec-
tive of improving physical fi tness 
among participants, with weight 
loss serving as a secondary goal.

“The timing of the sessions, 
scheduled before Iftar (before 
Maghreb prayer), is scientifi cally 
calculated to leverage the physio-
logical benefi ts of exercising on an 
empty stomach, thus maximising 
the effi  cacy of workouts.”

Captain Damak also noted that 
another suitable time is two or 
three hours after eating, at least.

Karam Qazaal, one of the train-
ees, observed that Ramadan 
presents a unique opportunity to 
focus on sports and weight loss, 
not the opposite. “These sessions 
have been instrumental in mo-
tivating me to pursue my fi tness 

objectives, and I look forward to 
continuing this journey with un-
wavering determination.”

The fi tness sessions include 
warm-up and stretching exercis-
es, walking, jogging, and cycling, 
as well as aerobic exercises, also 
known as cardio or endurance ex-
ercises.

The quality and freshness of local agriculture 
products coupled with their comparatively low 
prices have won the preference of consumers, 
Qataris and expatriates alike, in particular at the 
yards selling local agriculture products.
Speaking to local Arabic daily Arrayah, a number 
of consumers stressed that the decision of the 
Agriculture Aff airs Department at the Ministry 
of Municipality to operate the yards at Al Wakra, 
Al Sheehaniya, Al Khor and Al Thakhira and Al 
Shamal on Fridays, Thursdays and Saturdays 
during the holy month of Ramadan from 7pm to 
11pm, has made shopping very convenient. Umm 
Salal yard, however, is operational from 7am until 
3pm daily.
Shoppers noted that the retail prices of most 
vegetables were almost 30% less than other places 
besides being fresh as these are sourced directly 
from the farms. Some of the available products at 
the yards include broccoli, capsicum, tomatoes, 
cucumber, zucchini, cauliflower, and diff erent leafy 
vegetables. Most such varieties sell at about QR10 
per box.
Al Wakra resident Mohamed Hassan said he 
regularly visits the Al Wakra yard to buy various 

types of local vegetables due to its proximity to his 
house.
Qatari products have established an excellent 
reputation, eliminating the need to look for 
imported alternatives, especially since local 
vegetable prices are often lower, particularly during 
peak local production seasons, he stressed. The 
abundance in the markets leads to lower prices 
while maintaining a higher quality, he added.
Mohamed Ashraf, another shopper, praised the 
high-quality of local vegetables sourced directly 

from farms. This is an advantage over imported 
products, as local vegetables last longer and 
remain fresh for extended periods, he said.
Ali al-Nuaimi, also a shopper, pointed out that all 
types of vegetables are consistently available in 
the market at reasonable prices, which is good 
for families who prefer to buy big quantities at 
reasonable prices. 
He believes local agricultural products stand out 
for their quality and aff ordability, especially during 
peak local production.

The Community Police 
Department at the Ministry 
of Interior (MoI) held various 
Ramadan activities to strengthen 
eff ective community partnerships 
between the police and society, 
build bridges of communication 
with various state institutions, and 
spread awareness and positive 
values. The department activities, 
according to a statement shared 
by MoI on its X account, began 
with a visit to the Heart Hospital 
on Tuesday with another visit 
to the Fahd bin Jassim Kidney 
Centre on Thursday. Also, the 
department distributed Iftar 
meals for people fasting.

Community Police holds 
Ramadan activities

Local farm products win over consumers

Awqaf’s initiative to support 
379 autistic persons
A total of 379 autistic 

persons from the Qa-
tar Autism Society will 

benefit from the support of 
the General Administration of 
Endowments at the Ministry 
of Endowments (Awqaf) and 
Islamic Affairs.

This was announced yesterday 
at a press conference attended 
by the director general of the ad-
ministration Sheikh Dr  Khaled 
bin Mohamed al-Thani, vice-
president of Qatar Autism Soci-
ety Saad Mohamed al-Ghanim 
and several offi  cials from the two 
entities. 

Al-Thani said the adminis-
tration is keen to partner with 
various stakeholders to fulfi l the 
conditions of the endowments 

through community partner-
ships. 

“The administration is consid-
ered the strategic partner of the 

Qatar Autism Society. A perma-
nent headquarters of the society 
has been provided for the asso-
ciation, from which about 405 
people benefi t,” he said.

The latest initiative is aimed 
at developing the abilities of au-
tistic persons and enhancing and 
developing their motor skills. It’s 
implemented with the support 
from the Endowment Bank for 
Family and Childhood, the En-
dowment Bank for Health Care 
and the Endowment Bank for 
Scientifi c and Cultural Develop-
ment.

Al-Ghanim said around 1,000 
persons with autism benefit 
from the society’s activities, in-
cluding through workshops and 
courses.
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The General Directorate of Traff ic at the Ministry of Interior 
(MoI) has announced the opportunity to settle traff ic violations 
for 2022, which have been transferred to the Case Follow-up 
Section before they are referred to the Public Prosecution. “This 
can be done within 60 days from the date of receiving the SMS 
notification,” MoI said in a statement shared on its X account. 
The statement said the fine can be paid through Metrash 2.

Motorists offered opportunity to 
settle traffic violations of 2022

QNB – Visa Winter Campaign concludes

QNB, the largest fi nancial 
institution in the Middle 
East and Africa, in part-

nership with Visa, concluded its 
exclusive Winter Campaign that 
ran from December to February, 
by awarding three Land Rover 
Defender 75th Limited Edition 
and up to QR500,000 as total 
cashback.

QNB Visa credit cardholders, 
who used their cards for local and 
international transactions, in-
cluding online transactions, were 
eligible to enter into the draw. 

Throughout that period, some 
91 customers have been reward-
ed with daily cashbacks of up 
to QR5,000 each based on their 
spending while three winners 
were each awarded with the mega 
prize, a Land Rover Defender 
75th Limited Edition.

At a special event organised re-
cently at the Land Rover showroom 
in Lusail, the three mega winners, 
Abdulrahman al-Thani, Ahmed al-
Sada and Khalid el-Bardeny, were 
welcomed to receive their prestig-
ious prizes in the presence of offi  -
cials from QNB and Visa. 

Commenting on the success of 
the campaign, Adel Ali al-Malki, 

senior executive vice-president 
(Retail Banking) at QNB Group 
said: ‘We are thrilled about the 
high participation rate and the 
amazing feedback we received 
from our customers. We con-
sider these campaigns as a sign 
of success, a chance to express 
our gratitude and to reward our 
loyal customers. We look forward 

to creating even more rewarding 
customer experiences, through 
collaborative eff orts with our 
partners.”    

“Campaigns like QNB’s Winter 
Campaign that reward custom-
ers for using their Visa cards are 
an excellent way to advance dig-
ital commerce. They align with 
the government’s cashless agenda, 

encouraging a shift towards more 
secure and convenient payments. 
Congratulations to the lucky Visa 
cardholders and we look forward 
to continuing our eff orts part-
ners like QNB in promoting a 
digital-fi rst economy in Qatar,” 
said Shashank Singh, Visa’s vice-
president and general manager for 
Qatar and Kuwait.

QNB in partnership with Visa, concluded its exclusive winter campaign that ran from December to 
February, by awarding three Land Rover Defender 75th Limited Edition and up to QR500,000 as total 
cashback.

Centrepoint launches Ramadan collections

Centrepoint has introduced 
its special Ramadan col-
lections, with a campaign, 

‘Ramadan: Between Two Moons’, 
to inspire a sense of empowerment 
between customers and the iconic 
symbol of the holy month, a state-
ment said.

The collection combines ele-
gance, style, and tradition from its 
iconic brands – Babyshop, Splash, 
Lifestyle, and Shoemart. 

For the little ones, Babyshop, 
the premier destination for stylish 
kids and savvy parents, presents 
self-embroidered jackets to trendy 
dresses and accessories that com-
plete the look.

Splash introduces a modest 
collection blending traditional 
style with contemporary detail-
ing. Crafted from sustainable 
materials, the collection features 

bold jewel tones, soft pastels, op-
ulent whites, and earthy textures. 
Women can choose from breezy 
dresses, luxe maxis, kaftans, and 
co-ords, while the men’s collec-

tion combines modern tailoring 
with traditional elements. Key 
pieces from the ‘Occasions’ col-
lection add a touch of grandeur.

Lifestyle off ers exclusive beauty 

collections, and new launches 
in cosmetics, skincare, bath and 
body.

There is a diverse range of fash-
ion collections, including jewellery 
and festive bags, home and fra-
grance collections perfect for Iftar, 
along with a wide range of gifts for 
this special season.

Discover chic and contemporary 
footwear perfect for Iftar, Suhoor, 
and Eid festivities at Shoemart. For 
women, glittery footwear and hand-
bag options add sparkle to every 
occasion. The men’s collection em-
bodies comfort, style, and tradition, 
featuring Arabic-inspired designs, 
casual footwear, and slip-ons.

The children’s collection cel-
ebrates metallics, pastels, and 
neutrals, off ering stylish options 
for every little one, the statement 
added.

Body language gives away
drug traff ickers: GAC off icial

By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

Customs offi  cials are ca-
pable of identifying drug 
traffi  ckers from their body 

language, a senior offi  cial at the 
General Authority of Customs 
(GAC) said. 

Head of the Main Passenger 
Terminal Department at Hamad 
International Airport (HIA) Has-
san al-Hajri, told Qatar TV in an 
interview that offi  cials are trained 
to detect passengers carrying 
drugs in a professional and so-
phisticated manner.

“HIA Customs plays an impor-
tant role in combating the ongoing 
smuggling while keeping pace with 
new developments in detecting 
drug traffi  cking,” he said while ex-
plaining that GAC is equipped with 
the most important customs train-
ing centre regionally and globally. 

“The centre provides the GAC of-
fi cials with special training courses 
to identify and detect drugs and 
monitor the methods of smug-
gling. The offi  cials with their exper-
tise and by using advanced devices 
monitor passengers and luggage to 

detect violations 
and smuggling 
of forbidden ob-
jects. They seize 
prohibited goods 
and materials. 
This is achieved 
through con-

tinuous eff orts by 
HIA, which im-

prove and develop new methods to 
thwart drug traffi  cking,” al-Hajri 
said.  

The process of raising the effi  -
ciency of employees, according to 
al-Hajri, requires hard and contin-
uous work. This is attained by pro-
viding them with the latest training 
courses to detect smuggling. GAC, 
al-Hajri added, is making greater 
eff orts and working more to combat 
and detect smuggling operations by 
working to use new technologies 
and new methods to thwart smug-
gling by checking travellers and 
goods quickly and smoothly. 

Regarding the country’s multi-
ple ports, al-Hajri said that GAC 
spares no eff ort to provide train-
ing, expertise and tools to customs 
offi  cers at all land, air and sea 
ports to prevent the entry of any 
harmful material to the country.

Hassan al-Hajri
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The etiquette of fasting
Suhoor (The pre-dawn 

meal)
It is recommended to eat 

a pre-dawn meal and there is no 
sin upon one who does not do so. 
Anas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, reported that the Messen-
ger of Allah, sallallaahu ‘alaihi 
wa sallam (may Allah exalt his 
mention), said: “Eat a pre-dawn 
meal, for there are blessings in 
it.” [Imam Al-Bukhari and Imam 
Muslim]

The reason is that it strength-
ens the fasting person, makes 
him more energetic, and makes 
fasting easier for him.

The minimum amount to 
eat in the pre-dawn meal

Eating a small or large quantity 
of food, or even by drinking just a 
sip of water suffi  ces the person 
and he is considered to have ad-
hered to the Prophetic Sunnah 
(ritual). Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri, 
may Allah be pleased with him, 
reported that the Prophet sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, said: 
“The pre-dawn meal is blessed, 
so do not neglect it even if you 
only take a sip of water. Ver-
ily, Allah and the angels pray for 
those who have the pre-dawn 
meals.” [Imam Ahmad]

The time for the pre-dawn 
meal

The time for the pre-dawn 
meal is between the middle of 
the night and dawn. It is con-
sidered best to delay it (that is, 
as close to dawn as possible). 
Zayd Ibn Thabit, may Allah be 
pleased with him, reported: “We 
ate the pre-dawn meal with the 
Messenger of Allah, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, and then we 
got up for the prayer. He was 
asked: ‘What was the amount of 
time between the two?’ He re-
sponded: ‘The time it would take 
to recite fi fty verses.’” [Imam Al-
Bukhari and Imam Muslim]

Doubt concerning the time 
of Fajr (dawn)

If one is in doubt whether or 
not the time of Fajr has begun, 
he may continue to eat and drink 
until he is certain that it is Fajr. 
He should not base his action 
on doubt or suspicion. Allah has 
made the signs for beginning the 
fast very clear and unambiguous. 
Allah Says (what means): {...Eat 
and drink until the white thread 
of the dawn becomes distinct 
from the black thread [of the 
night]...} [Qur’an 2:187]

A man said to Ibn ‘Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him: “I eat 
until I suspect that its (Suhoor) 
time has ended so I stop.” Ibn ‘Ab-
bas observed: “Continue to eat 
until you are certain about the 
time.” Abu Dawood, may Allah 
have mercy upon him, reported 
that Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, may Al-
lah have mercy upon him, said: “If 
you are not sure whether or not it 
is time for Fajr, then eat until you 
are sure dawn has come.”

Hastening in breaking the 
fast

It is preferred for the fasting 
person to hasten in breaking the 
fast when the sun has set. Sahl 
Ibn Sa’d, may Allah be pleased 
with him, reported that the 
Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam, said: “People will con-
tinue to be upon virtue so long as 
they hasten in breaking the fast.” 
[Imam Al-Bukhari and Imam 
Muslim]

It is recommended to break 

the fast by eating an odd number 
of dates or, if that is not avail-
able, then by drinking some water. 
Anas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, reported: “The Messenger of 
Allah, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sal-
lam, would break his fast with 
ripe dates before he would pray. If 
those were not available, he, sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, would 
eat dried dates. If those were not 
available, he would drink some 
water.” [Imam Abu Dawood, Imam 
Al-Hakim and Imam At-Tirmithi]

Sulayman Ibn ‘Amr, may Al-
lah be pleased with him, reported 
that the Prophet, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, said: “If one of 
you is fasting, let him break his 
fast with dates. If dates are not 
available, then with water, for 
water is purifying.” [Imam Ah-
mad and Imam At-Tirmithi]

The preceding narration 
also shows that it is preferred 
to break the fast in the above 
manner before praying. After 
the prayer, the person may con-
tinue to eat, but if the evening 
meal is ready, one may begin 
with that. Anas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, reported that 
the Messenger of Allah, sallal-
laahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, said: 
“If the food is already pre-
sented, eat before praying the 
sunset prayer and do not eat 
your meals in haste.” [Imam Al-
Bukhari and Imam Muslim]

Supplications while break-
ing the fast and while fasting

It is confi rmed that the Proph-
et, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, 
would say upon breaking his fast: 
“The thirst has gone, the glands 
are wet and, Allah willing, the 
reward is confi rmed.” [Imam Abu 
Dawood]

The Prophet, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, also said: 
“Three people will not have their 
supplications rejected: a fasting 
person until he breaks his fast, a 
just ruler, and an oppressed per-
son.” [Imam At-Tirmithi]

Refraining from perform-
ing any actions that do not 
befi t fasting

Fasting is an act of worship 
that draws one closer to Allah. 
Allah has prescribed it to purify 
the soul and to train it in good 
deeds. The fasting person must 
be on guard against any act that 
may cause him to lose the ben-
efi ts of his fast. Thus, his fast will 
increase his Taqwa (conscious-
ness about Allah, the Almighty), 
as Allah Says (what means): {O 
you who believe! Fasting is pre-
scribed for you as it was pre-
scribed for those before you that 

you may attain God-conscious-
ness} [Qur’an 2:183]

This entails that fasting is not 
just refraining from eating and 
drinking, but it is also refraining 
from everything else that Allah 
has forbidden. Abu Hurairah, 
may Allah be pleased with him, 
reported that the Prophet, sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, said: 
“Fasting is not abstaining from 
eating and drinking only, but 
also from vain speech and foul 
language. If one of you is being 
cursed or annoyed, he should 
say: “I am fasting, I am fasting.” 
[Ibn Khuzaymah, Ibn Hibban 
and Al-Hakim]

To stress the importance of 
having one’s fast refl ecting on his 
actions, the Prophet, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, said: “Allah 
does not need the fast of one who 
does not abandon false speech 
or acting according to his false 
speech.” [Imam Al-Bukhari]

Abu Hurairah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, narrated that 
the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi 
wa sallam, said: “Perhaps a fast-
ing person will get nothing from 
his fast save hunger, and perhaps 
the one who stands to pray at 
night will get nothing from his 
standing except sleeplessness.” 
[Imam An-Nasa‘ee Imam Ibn 
Majah, and Imam Al-Hakim]

Using miswak (a tooth 
stick) or a brush

It is preferred for the fasting 
person to use a tooth stick or a 
brush. There is no diff erence if he 
uses it at the beginning or the end-
ing of the day. It is confi rmed that 
the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam, used miswak while fasting.

Being generous and study-
ing the Qur’an

Being generous and study-
ing the Qur’an is recommended 
during any time, but it is espe-
cially stressed during the month 
of Ramadan. Imam Al-Bukhari, 
may Allah have mercy upon him, 
recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said: 
“The Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi 
wa sallam, was the most gener-
ous of people, but he, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, would be most 
generous during Ramadan when 
he would meet with Jibreel (the 
Angel Gabriel), may Allah ex-
alt his mention. He, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, would meet 
with Jibreel every night during 
Ramadan and recite the Qur’an. 
When Jibreel met him, he, sallal-
laahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, would be 
faster in spending charity than a 
fast wind.”

Striving to perform as 
many acts of worship as pos-
sible during the last ten days 
of Ramadan

Imam Al-Bukhari and Imam 
Muslim recorded from ‘Aa’ishah, 
may Allah be pleased with her, 
that during the last ten days of 
Ramadan, the Messenger of Al-
lah, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, 
would awaken his wives during 
the night and then remain apart 
from them (refrain from physical 
relations with wives and con-
centrate on worship). A version 
in Saheeh Muslim reads: “H, sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, would 
strive [to do acts of worship] 
during the last ten days of Ram-
adan more than he would at any 
other time.”

Article source: http://www.is-
lamweb.net/emainpage/

Germany’s Scholz calls 
for Gaza deal with 
ceasefi re lasting longer
AFP/Reuters
Jerusalem

German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz yesterday called for 
a deal to free hostages held 

in war-ravaged Gaza accompanied 
by a “longer-lasting ceasefi re”, as 
warring parties geared up for more 
talks.

“We need a hostage deal with a 
longer-lasting ceasefi re,” Scholz 
said during a joint press appear-
ance in Jerusalem with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu. “We understand the hostage 
families who say after more than 
fi ve months, ‘The time has come 
for a comprehensive hostage deal 
for saving those who are still cap-
tive.’”

Scholz’s visit came the same 
day Israeli offi  cials were set to 
meet to discuss the “mandate” of 
a negotiations team expected to 
participate in a new round of talks 
in Qatar aimed at securing a new 
truce between Israel and Hamas.

Netanyahu is under intense do-
mestic political pressure to free 
hostages seized during Hamas’s 
unprecedented October fi rst week 
storming of southern Israel, which 
started the Gaza war now in its 
sixth month.

Israeli’s retaliatory military 
campaign to eliminate Hamas 
has killed at least 31,645 people, 
mostly women and children, ac-
cording to the health ministry in 
Hamas-run Gaza.

In Jerusalem yesterday, Scholz 
called for a “negotiated two-state 
solution” to the Israeli-Palestin-
ian confl ict, saying “terror can-
not be defeated with military 
means alone”. Earlier, Netanyahu 

said Israeli troops would pursue 
a planned ground off ensive in 
southern Gaza’s Rafah that has 
spurred fears of mass civilian cas-
ualties, given that the majority of 
Gazans have sought refuge there.

Scholz voiced concern about 
what the off ensive would mean 
for civilians. “The military logic 
is one consideration, but there is 
a humanitarian logic as well. How 
should more than 1.5mn people 
be protected? Where should they 
go?”

ASSAULT WILL MAKE 
PEACE ‘VERY DIFFICULT’
The large number of civilian 

casualties that would result from 
an Israeli assault on the Gaza city 
of Rafah would make regional 
peace “very diffi  cult”, German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz said yes-
terday after talks with Jordanian 
King Abdullah, Reuters reported 
from Aqaba.

“Right now, it is about ensuring 
we come to a long-lasting cease-
fire,” Scholz said after talks with 
Abdullah at his private residence 
in the Jordanian Red Sea port of 
Aqaba.

“That would enable us to pre-
vent such a ground offensive 
from taking place.” 

Asked if he was prepared to 
exert pressure on Netanyahu to 
stop such an assault, Scholz said 
it was “very clear we must do 
everything so the situation does 
not get worse than it already is.” 
“Israel has every right to protect 
itself.. At the same time, it can-
not be that those in Gaza who 
fled to Rafah are directly threat-
ened by whatever military ac-
tions and operations are under-
taken there.” 

Israel says Rafah is one of 

the last strongholds of Hamas, 
which it has pledged to elimi-
nate, and that residents will be 
evacuated.

Scholz did not directly an-
swer a question about whether 
Germany would react to a large-
scale Rafah offensive, for exam-
ple by restricting German weap-
ons exports to Israel.

Germany has been one of Is-
rael’s staunchest allies alongside 
the US, consistently supporting 
its right to defend itself, under-
scoring its duty to stand by the 
country’s side in atonement for 
its perpetration of the Nazi Hol-
ocaust.

But the government has faced 
accusations — including from 
prominent Jewish residents in 
Germany — of allowing guilt to 
blinker its response to Israel’s 
retaliation.

Malaysian Prime Minister 
Anwar Ibrahim accused Europe 
during a visit to Berlin last week 
of being “hypocritical” and se-
lective in its concern for differ-
ent peoples, overlooking decades 
of widespread Palestinian suf-
fering. Still, German government 
offi  cials have stressed in recent 
months the need for Israel to ad-
here to international law in its re-
sponse to the Hamas attacks and 
called upon Israel to allow more 
humanitarian aid into Gaza. They 
have also denounced the violence 
of Jewish settlers in the West 
Bank.

Scholz said the talks with King 
Abdullah had made clear once 
again how important it was for 
all negotiations to touch on the 
long-term prospects for a possible 
peaceful  co-existence between 
Israel and a Palestinian state.

A handout picture released by the Jordanian Royal Palace yesterday, shows Jordan’s King Abdullah II meeting 
with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz (left) in Amman, during his visit to the region.

EU’s von der Leyen says Gaza facing 
famine, ceasefi re needed rapidly
Reuters
Cairo

European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen 
said yesterday that Gaza was 

facing famine and there had to be 
a rapid ceasefi re agreement in the 
war between Israel and Hamas.

“Gaza is facing famine and 
we cannot accept this,” von der 
Leyen told reporters, speaking 
in Cairo after signing a strate-
gic partnership agreement with 
Egyptian President Abdel Fat-
tah al-Sisi.

“It is critical to achieve an 
agreement on a ceasefire rapidly 
now that frees the hostages and 
allows more humanitarian aid to 
reach Gaza.” Sisi said that Egypt 
and European leaders have 
agreed to reject an Israeli mili-
tary operation in Rafah.

“(An operation) would double 
the humanitarian catastrophe 
that civilians in the Gaza Strip 
are suffering from, in addition 

to the effects of that operation 
on liquidating the Palestin-
ian cause, which Egypt outright 
rejects,” Sisi said. Their com-

ments follow the announce-
ment of a 7.4bn euro ($8.1bn) 
funding package from the EU 
for Egypt, as well as an upgrade 

in relations with the North Af-
rican nation, part of a push – 
criticised by some groups – to 
stem migrant flows to Europe.

Blast near merchant ship off Yemen: security agency
A vessel sailing off  southern Yemen reported an 
explosion nearby yesterday, a British maritime 
security agency said, the latest incident as Houthi 
rebels have attacked shipping on the vital Red Sea 
route, AFP reported from Dubai.
United Kingdom Marine Trade Operations said a 
commercial ship “has reported an explosion in close 
proximity to the vessel”, causing no casualties or 
damage. The blast hit as the ship was sailing “85 
nautical miles east of Aden” in Yemen, and the 

vessel was “proceeding to its next port of call”, said 
UKMTO, which is run by the Royal Navy. It did not 
identify the vessel. There was no immediate claim of 
responsibility for the reported attack, which comes 
after Yemen’s Houthis have threatened to expand the 
harassment campaign which has disrupted global 
trade. The fighters have launched dozens of missile 
and drone strikes on shipping in the Red Sea and the 
Gulf of Aden over the past four months, actions they 
say are in solidarity with Palestinians.

Palestinians line up to fill containers with water in Rafah on the southern Gaza Strip yesterday.

Niger’s government announced on Saturday that it was breaking off  “with 
immediate eff ect” its military co-operation agreement with the United 
States, AFP reported from Niamey. The declaration came just a day after 
a senior US delegation left Niger, following a three-day visit to renew 
contact with the military junta that ousted the president and moved closer 
to Russia. The statement said the government had decided to “denounce 
with immediate eff ect” the agreement relating to US military and civilian 
employees of the US Department of Defence inside Niger. It was read out 
Saturday evening on national television. US State Department spokesman 
Matthew Miller said Washington was aware of the statement, and that 
it came after “frank discussions ... about our concerns” with the junta’s 
“trajectory.” Miller said on X that the US was still in touch with the junta and 
would provide updates “as warranted.” The Pentagon provided AFP with 
an identical statement. The United States still stations some 1,000 troops 
in Niger at a desert drone base built at a cost of $100mn. Movements there 
have been limited since the July 2023 coup and Washington has curbed 
assistance to the government.

Clashes have broken out between government forces and M23 rebels 
leaving eight UN peacekeepers injured after a brief lull in fighting in eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo, the UN said, AFP reported from Goma. One of 
the peacekeepers was “gravely wounded” in the attack on Saturday at Sake, 
said UN mission head Bintou Keita. The strategic town lies 20 kilometres 
west of Goma, capital of North Kivu province, and fighting resumed in the 
area on Saturday, witnesses said, after several days of quiet. By midday 
yesterday, a precarious calm had settled over the region, the witnesses added. 
A Congolese security source said the UN soldiers were wounded when 
two M23 shells landed on their camp in Sake’s Mubambiro district. M23 
was shelling the town after “patriotic” militia known as “Wazalendo” that 
support the army had attacked the rebels, the source said. The Tutsi-led 
M23 (March 23 Movement) launched a new off ensive two weeks ago 
against several towns, 70 kilometres from Goma, extending its control 
northwards in the Rutshuru and Masisi territory.

Niger breaks off  military co-operation with US

UN troops injured amid fighting in DR Congo
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Wakefield, United Kingdom

Memories of the UK’s once-
mighty mining industry 
are fading but 40 years af-

ter an epoch-defi ning strike, Carl-
ton Main Frickley Colliery Band still 
embodies the close ties that once 
bound the community.

“It’s like the band, when times 
are hard, we stick together,” said Ray 
Sykes, chairman of the year-long 
1984-85 strike, from the practice 
hall that has been his second home 
for 70 years.

Miners at Frickley Colliery, in the 
Yorkshire town of South Elmsall in 

northern England, prided them-
selves on being “second to none” 
during the action against planned 
pit closures.

Very few broke the strike, which 
was once described as “the decisive 
social and economic confrontation 
of Britain’s post-war era” that has-
tened the demise of heavy industry.

The mine, which employed 3,000 
workers at its height, eventually 
succumbed and shut in 1993.

Pete Wordsworth, a miner from 
the age of 16 who was only in the 
job nine months when the strike be-
gan, said most miners had fared well 
since the closures.

“People who’ve worked in a coal 
mine can go into that big wide world 

and they can put their hand to any-
thing,” he added. “They want to 
work, they want to work hard.”

However, the mines were the 
foundation of the regional economy, 
and without them, communities are 
still suff ering economically.

South Elmsall is still among the 
top 10% of England’s most deprived 
neighbourhoods.

But the brass band marches on 
– consistently still ranking in the 
world’s top 10 – and keeps Frickley 
on the international map.

Sykes, 77, said the heaviest toll 
had been the gradual fracturing of 
the community bond, forged in the 
unforgiving and often dangerous 
subterranean world of heat and dust.

Camaraderie spread through the 
community above, he said. “Sadly 
we’re losing it, and you can see it 
happening in the village,” he said.

He likened the pit closure’s eff ect 
on the community to “a son losing 
his father”. The community’s social 
life largely revolved around the mine 
– including not only the band but 
local football club Frickley Athletic, 
which is still plying its trade four 
leagues below professional level.

On Saturday the club marked the 
anniversary by wearing the same 
shirt as the team wore in 1984. On 
the back was written “The Miners 
United will never be defeated”.

Hundreds packed the club’s 
100-year-old main stand, which 

was decorated with a fl ag depicting 
fi rebrand union boss Arthur Scargill 
being arrested during the strike.

But wounds opened during the 
miners’ strike are not yet fully 
healed. “The violence in the village 
was quite nasty, really nasty, and I 
wouldn’t like to see that ever, ever 
again,” said Sykes, whose father and 
grandfather both worked at the pit.

Wordsworth, who stopped work-
ing as a miner in 2015, said the most 
ardent strikers “are still saying that 
they would not speak to a miner who 
went back to work. They are really, 
really bitter.”

He is now deputy mine manager 
at the National Coal Mining Muse-
um in Wakefi eld, which has special 

exhibitions marking the strike’s an-
niversary.

“All the small villages had really 
good communities and everybody 
pulled together,” he said, in the 
shadow of the old mine’s winding 
gear.

But pit closures “fragmented” 
those communities, he said. Miners 
moved to fi nd work and more edu-
cated people left.

Even the celebrated band came 
close to shutting during the strike, as 
fi nancial hardship whittled its num-
bers down to just eight.

Its reputation for excellence was 
its saving grace, helping it to attract 
talented players from hours away 
with no links to the pit.

UK brass band keeps miners’ legacy burning

Indian navy
recaptures
ship from 
Somali pirates
AFP
New Delhi

India’s navy recaptured a ship 
from Somali pirates off  the 
Indian coast, the military 

said, rescuing the crew and end-
ing a three-month takeover of the 
Maltese-fl agged bulk carrier MV 
Ruen.

The December hijacking of the 
ship was the fi rst time since 2017 
that any cargo vessel had been 
successfully boarded by Somali 
pirates.

“#IndianNavy thwarts designs 
of Somali pirates to hijack ships 
plying through the region by in-
tercepting ex-MV Ruen,” the navy 
posted on X, the platform formerly 
known as Twitter.

The Indian warship Kolkata “in 
the last 40 hours, through con-
certed actions successfully cor-
nered and coerced all 35 Pirates to 
surrender & ensured safe evacua-
tion of 17 crew members,” the navy 
posted.

Indian forces fi rst intercepted 
the MV Ruen on Friday, the navy 
said.

“The vessel opened fi re on the 
warship, which is taking actions 
(in accordance with) international 
law, in self-defence & to counter 
piracy, with minimal force nec-
essary to neutralise the pirates’ 
threat to shipping and seafarers,” 
they said.

None of the rescued crew mem-
bers were injured in the multi-day 

operation, which was carried out 
in conjunction with several naval 
vessels along with helicopters and 
other aircraft, the navy said.

Bulgarian owner Navibulgar 
hailed the Ruen’s release as “a ma-
jor success not only for us, but for 
the entire global maritime com-
munity.”

“The resolution of this case 
proves that the security of com-
mercial shipping will not be com-
promised,” Navibulgar said in a 
statement.

Bulgaria’s foreign ministry said 
it was seeking the “speedy return” 
of seven rescued Bulgarian crew 
members. The other crew were 
nine Myanmar and one Angolan 
national.

The pirated ship was recaptured 
nearly 2,600kms, from the Indian 
coast, according to the military.

The Indian navy has kept tabs on 
the MV Ruen since it was seized by 
Somali pirates 380 nautical miles 
east of the Yemeni island of So-
cotra in December.

The pirates, who at the time re-
leased one injured Bulgarian sailor 
into the care of the Indian navy, 
had taken the MV Ruen and its re-
maining 17 crew members to So-
malia’s semi-autonomous state of 
Puntland, where the Indian navy 
said it was moored off  the city of 
Bosaso.

India’s military has stepped 
up anti-piracy eff orts in recent 
months following an uptick in 
maritime assaults, including in the 
Arabian Sea and the Red Sea.

Participants walk down a road during the Vote-A-Thon, an awareness campaign organised by Karnataka’s chief electoral off ice to 
encourage 100% voting turnout for the upcoming 2024 general elections, in Bengaluru yesterday. India’s election commission announced 
on March 16 that national polls would begin on April 19, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi strongly favoured to win a third term in the 
world’s largest democracy.

Awareness campaign for voters

Indian student killed in
US, body found in forest
Agencies
Vijayawada

An Indian student from Andhra 
Pradesh’s Guntur district was killed by 
unidentifi ed assailants in the US.

The body of 20-year-old Paruchuri Abhijit 
who was studying engineering at the Boston 
University was found in a car inside a forest.

This is the ninth murder of an Indian in the 
US in recent times.

Abhijit was the only son of Paruchuri 
Chakradhar and Srilakshmi. Abhijit joined the 

Boston University last year and was staying with 
his classmates in a rented house. On March 11, 
friends informed the police and lodged a miss-
ing complaint after discovering Abhijit had not 
reached home after fi nishing his classwork  

The police traced his mobile signals and 
discovered his body in a car in a nearby forest.

It is believed Abhijit was killed on March 11 
by unidentifi ed individuals on the university 
campus. His body was dumped inside a car 
and abandoned in the forest. The investiga-
tion into the matter is underway.

After completing all the formalities in the 
US, the body was transported to Burripalem 

in Guntur district. There have been a series of 
deaths of Indians in the US. On February 27, 
West Bengal based Bharatnatyam and Kuch-
ipudi dancer Amarnath Ghosh died in the US. 
He was reportedly taken to a hospital after sus-
taining multiple gunshot wounds while he was 
on an evening walk. He died at the hospital.

On January 23, 18-year-old Indian student 
Akul Dhawan froze to death after he was de-
nied entry to a nightclub. Champaign County 
Coroner Stephen Thuney issued a statement 
detailing the offi  cial cause of Dhawan’s death. 
The release stated that the death was unin-
tentional.

UK singer
Steve Harley
dies aged 73
Steve Harley – the frontman of 
British glam rock band Cockney 
Rebel – has died at the age 
of 73, his family announced 
yesterday.
He was best known for the song 
Make Me Smile (Come Up and 
See Me), which topped the UK 
charts in 1975.
Harley wrote the hit, which went 
on to sell more than 1.5mn copies 
worldwide and has been covered 
over 120 times.
His daughter said in a statement 
that Harley had “passed away 
peacefully at home”.
“We know he will be desperately 
missed by people all over the 
world,” she added.
The BBC reported that Harley 
had still been touring until 
recently, but cancelled dates to 
undergo treatment for cancer.
He was born in London in 1951.
Cockney Rebel registered four 
UK top ten singles and two top 
ten albums.

Japan’s Prime Minister and LDP president Fumio Kishida attends the 91st party convention of Japan’s 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) in Tokyo yesterday.

Japan’s LDP conference
UK sees trade talks on 
hold until after India polls

Reuters
London

The latest round of trade 
talks between Britain 
and India has concluded 

without a deal, with a British 
official saying an agreement 
could not be finalised ahead 
of the upcoming Indian elec-
tions.

The two countries have held 
stop-start talks over a Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) for two 
years and both are set to hold 
national elections in 2024.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will bid for a rare third 
term. India will elect a new 
parliament in seven phases be-
tween April 19 and early June, 
the country’s election author-
ity said on Saturday,

“Neither side is walking 
away from talks,” said one Brit-

ish official. “We simply do not 
yet have what we need to final-
ise a deal that meets our joint 
ambitions.”

Earlier last week Modi and 
British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak reaffirmed their com-
mitment to securing a new 
trade deal, which British min-
isters have said will take time 
to get right.

“The UK has been crystal 
clear that we won’t agree a deal 
until we reach ambitious out-
comes on goods, services, and 
investment,” the British offi-
cial said.

Last week the Indian gov-
ernment signed a free trade 
pact with a group of European 
nations – Switzerland, Nor-
way, Iceland and Liechtenstein 
– committing to reduce tar-
iffs, while New Delhi receives 
$100bn in investments over the 
next 15 years.

AFP
Seoul

US Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken yesterday 
arrived in South Korea on 

the fi rst stop of a brief Asia tour 
also including the Philippines, as 
Washington moves to reinforce 

ties with two key regional allies.
Blinken landed yesterday af-

ternoon ahead of the third Sum-
mit for Democracy today, an 
initiative of US President Joe 
Biden, which Seoul is hosting 
this week.

Before arriving in Seoul, Blink-
en made a brief stop in Bahrain, 
where he spoke to King Hamad 

bin Isa al-Khalifah about eff orts to 
achieve a ceasefi re in Gaza.

The summit, which runs from 
March 18-20 will bring together 
government offi  cials, NGOs and 
civil society members.

Seoul is one of Washington’s 
key regional allies, and the US has 
stationed about 27,000 American 
soldiers in the South, to help pro-

tect it against the nuclear-armed 
North.

Seoul’s conservative President 
Yoon Suk-yeol has boosted ties 
with Washington and sought to 
bury the historical hatchet with 
former colonial power Japan to 
better guard against Pyongyang’s 
threats.

Blinken will meet South Korean 

Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul, the 
ministry said, for discussions that 
will cover how to boost the alli-
ance, as Washington and Seoul 
explore how to improve their 
so-called “extended deterrence” 
against North Korea.

The democracy summit has at-
tracted some criticism due to its 
selective invitation list, which 

excludes countries that consider 
themselves democratic, such as 
Thailand and 

Turkiye.
After Seoul, Blinken heads to 

Manila, a trip that will reaffi  rm 
“our unwavering commitment to 
the Philippine ally”, according to 
state department spokesperson 
Matthew Miller.

Blinken in S Korea to attend democracy summit



While we are all 
paying a steep 
price for climate 
change already, 

today’s children and young people 
will have to endure far worse 
conditions, and for far longer. 
In fact, climate change will only 
continue to intensify for the rest 
of their lives if we remain on our 
current path. That is why a group 
of young Americans fi led a lawsuit 
against the United States in 2015, 
demanding that climate change 
be responsibly considered in 
government decisions.

I will be gone well before the 
full eff ects of climate change 
are felt, but each of the 21 young 
people who fi led the suit, Juliana 
v US, will see their lives altered 
in fundamental ways. When it 
is their future at stake, asking 
American children to wait until 
they are old enough to vote for 
change is not a viable option.

The judicial system (when it 
works) is an important mechanism 
through which the public can 
hold elected leaders accountable. 
And for children, at this late hour, 
it is their only remedy. Climate 
change, now a major cause of 
youth anxiety and depression, is 
already aff ecting their physical 
and mental health.

The “Juliana 21” are making the 
case for all Americans. We all have 
a right to a liveable climate, with 
clean air and water. But rather 
than proceeding with the lawsuit, 
the federal government seems 
adamantly opposed to the young 
plaintiff s having their day in court. 
In the nine years since Juliana was 

fi led, the Juliana 21 and their legal 
team have fought 14 attempts by 
the US government to stop it in 
its tracks. (Full disclosure: I have 
been a pro bono expert witness in 
this case.)

Just last month, for the seventh 
time in the Juliana lawsuit, the 
federal government fi led for a 
writ of mandamus, an extreme 
legal tactic in which a higher 
court orders a lower court not to 
hear a case (rather than following 
the usual process, where the 
higher court rules on a case only 
after it has been heard by lower 
courts). The new move subverts 
the judicial process and keeps 
the Juliana 21 from having their 
evidence heard and considered in 
open court.

The government’s actions 
are puzzling, considering that 
courts around the world and in 
the US have been allowing young 
plaintiff s to bring similar suits. For 
example, in another case brought 
by the non-profi t Our Children’s 
Trust (which also fi led the Juliana 
case), a Montana court recently 
determined that every additional 
ton of greenhouse-gas emissions 
would exacerbate the already 
grave constitutional injuries to 
the young plaintiff s. The judge 
therefore ruled that government 
offi  cials must consider these 
harms carefully when reviewing 
applications for fossil-fuel 
permits. With Montana’s Supreme 
Court having rejected an eff ort by 
the state to pause implementation 
of this landmark ruling, state 
agencies are now already working 
to apply the new standard.

Juliana, in its own way, has also 
made legal history: No other case 
in the US has had seven petitions 
for writ of mandamus against 
it. As the plaintiff s note, “of the 

more than 40,000 civil cases 
in which the US is a defendant 
represented by the Department of 
Justice,” only in Juliana “has the 
Solicitor General sought to stop 
the development of an evidentiary 
record at trial...purely on the basis 
that it costs the government too 
much money to proceed.”

As the Montana court 
recognised, the climate crisis 
grows graver by the day. Every 
day, more carbon dioxide is 
emitted into the atmosphere; and 
every day, the US government 
spends tens of millions of dollars 
subsidising the fossil-fuel 
industry. This costs us doubly, 
because we are paying both 
for the subsidy itself and for 
the environmental and health 
damages caused by drilling and 
powering our energy sectors with 
highly polluting fuels instead of 
clean and available renewable 
energy.

If the price of litigating the case 
is too high for the government, 
that is partly because the 
government has waged a nine-
year battle to stifl e the Juliana 
21’s voices. Indeed, another 
delay would merely add to the 
overall expected litigation costs. 
Moreover, my own assessment 
of the environmental costs 
incurred over these past nine 
years of delays shows that they 
are overwhelmingly higher than 
the fi nancial costs cited by the 
government.

This is not a matter of the 
administration saying, “We don’t 
interfere with the Department 
of Justice.” In this case, the 
administration is the defendant, 
and it has full responsibility for 
the actions of its solicitor general.

The best outcome – 
morally, economically, and 

environmentally – would be to 
settle with the children. All they 
want is for the government to 
consider the eff ects of climate 
change on them and later 
generations when making policy 
decisions. That seems like a no-
brainer.

If, for some peculiar reason, the 
administration does not want to 
settle, then it should at least allow 
the matter to go to trial. The US 
Constitution and judicial system 
are powerful vehicles for shaping 
what our democracy delivers for 
young people who have no vote 
on a life-threatening, long-term 
issue such as the climate crisis.

The Juliana 21 understand that 
if the Solicitor General succeeds 
again in delaying their trial, they 
will remain powerless to curtail 
their government from making 
the problem worse. Just as there is 
urgency in addressing the climate 
crisis, there is urgency – right 
now – in stopping the Solicitor 
General from resorting to the 
extraordinary tactic of asking the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
or the Supreme Court to dismiss 
the case, eff ectively denying the 
young plaintiff s their right to a 
trial.

We must stand behind the 
Juliana 21. In this case, justice 
delayed truly is justice denied. 
                               — Project Syndicate

Joseph E Stiglitz, a former 
chief economist of the World 
Bank and former chair of the US 
President’s Council of Economic 
Advisers, is University Professor 
at Columbia University, a Nobel 
laureate in economics, and lead 
author of the 1995 Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, which shared the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2007.

The ongoing ‘cold war’ between humans and generative artifi cial 
intelligence reached a milestone last Wednesday with the European 
Union passing the world’s fi rst law restricting AIs in a majority vote. 
Endorsed by an overwhelming majority of 523 in favour, 46 against, 
and 49 abstentions in the European Parliament, the new act aims to 
protect human rights by assigning obligations to AI systems based 
on their potential risks and levels of impact, without hindering the 
fi eld of artifi cial intelligence innovations itself. Although it will take 
some time before the law comes into eff ect, once implemented, it 
will impose limitations on both high-risk AI systems and general-
purpose AIs, such as the GPT-4 language model and image 
generators.

“Europe is NOW a global standard-setter in AI,” Thierry Breton, 
the European commissioner for internal market, wrote on X. The 
president of the European Parliament, Roberta Metsola, described 
the act as trailblazing, saying it would enable innovation, while 
safeguarding fundamental rights. “Artifi cial intelligence is already 
very much part of our daily lives. Now, it will be part of our 
legislation too,” she wrote in a social media post. Dragos Tudorache, 
a lawmaker who oversaw EU negotiations on the agreement, hailed 
the deal, but noted the biggest hurdle remains implementation.

The world’s fi rst binding law on artifi cial intelligence is expected 
to reduce risks, create opportunities, combat discrimination, and 
bring transparency, according to the Internal Market Committee Co-
Rapporteur Brando Benifei. “Thanks to Parliament, unacceptable 
AI practices will be banned in Europe and the rights of workers and 
citizens will be protected. The AI Offi  ce will now be set up to support 

companies to start 
complying with the 
rules before they enter 
into force. We ensured 
that human beings 
and European values 
are at the very centre 
of AI’s development.”

As per the new law, 
some AI applications 
are set to be outright 
banned in the EU, 
such as biometric 
categorisation systems 
based on sensitive 
characteristics and 
the scraping of facial 
images from the 
Internet or CCTV 
footage to build 

facial recognition databases. Furthermore, the law prohibits emotion 
recognition in workplaces and schools, social scoring systems, 
predictive policing, and AI designed to manipulate human behaviour.

The legislation is also set to impose limitations on so-called 
“high-risk AI systems” utilised across critical sectors such as 
infrastructure, education, public services, law enforcement, and 
justice. Developers of such systems will be obligated to minimise 
risks, maintain usage logs, ensure transparency, and implement 
human oversight. Furthermore, EU citizens will have the right 
to fi le complaints regarding AI systems and receive explanations 
concerning decisions made by high-risk AI systems.

Commonly used general-purpose AIs and the models they are 
based on will also be subject to restrictions, requiring adherence to 
transparency measures. These include compliance with EU copyright 
law and the provision of detailed summaries of the training data used. 
Additionally, any artifi cial or manipulated visual, auditory, or video 
content, such as deepfakes, will be required to be labelled as such.

Before gaining formal endorsement from the Council, the law will 
undergo a fi nal check by lawyer-linguists. It is expected to be published 
in the offi  cial Journal in May 2024. Following publication, it will come 
into eff ect twenty days later and become fully applicable 24 months 
after that. However, there are exceptions: bans on prohibited practices 
take eff ect six months after the law’s enactment, codes of practice after 
nine months, general-purpose AI regulations including governance 
after 12 months, and obligations for high-risk systems after 36 months. 
Meantime, Emma Wright, partner at law fi rm Harbottle & Lewis, 
raised concerns that the act could quickly become outdated as the 
fast-moving technology continues to evolve. “Considering the pace 
of change in the technology — as shown with the launch of generative 
AI last year — a further complication could be that the EU AI Act 
quickly becomes outdated especially considering the time-frames for 
implementation,” she said.

To Advertise
 gtadv@gulf-times.com

Display
 44466621   44418811

Classified
 44466609  44418811
 gtcad@gulf-times.com

Subscription
 circulation@gulf-times.com

© 2024 Gulf Times. All rights reserved

GULF     TIMES

CHAIRMAN
Abdullah bin Khalifa al-Attiyah

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Faisal Abdulhameed al-Mudahka

Deputy Managing Editor
K T Chacko

The world’s fi rst 
binding law on 
AI is expected to 
reduce risks, create 
opportunities, 
combat 
discrimination, 
and bring 
transparency

The Biden administration 
versus the climate youth
By Joseph E Stiglitz
New York

The Juliana 21 and their legal team have fought 14 attempts by US govt to stop it

10 Gulf Times
Monday, March 18, 2024

COMMENT

 P.O.Box 2888, Doha, Qatar

 editor@gulf-times.com

 44350478  (News),

 44466404  (Sport), 

 44466636  (Home delivery) 

 44350474

 facebook.com/gulftimes

 twitter.com/gulftimes_Qatar

 instagram.com/gulftimes

 youtube.com/GulftimesVideos

EU passes 
historic AI 
regulation law

Every day, more 
carbon dioxide 
is emitted into 
the atmosphere; 
and every 
day, the US 
government 
spends tens 
of millions 
of dollars 
subsidising 
the fossil-fuel 
industry



11Gulf Times
Monday, March 18, 2024

WORLD

Putin secures a landslide
Exit polls and first 
results show record 
88% of the vote

Reuters
Moscow

President Vladimir Putin won 
a record 88% in Russia’s 
presidential election yes-

terday, exit polls and fi rst results 
showed, cementing his grip on 
power, though thousands of op-
ponents staged a symbolic noon 
protest at polling stations.

The early result means Putin, 
who came to power in 1999, looks 
to have easily won a new six-year 
term that would enable him to 
overtake Josef Stalin and become 
Russia’s longest-serving leader 
for more than 200 years.

Putin won 87.8% of the vote, 
the highest ever result in Russia’s 
post-Soviet history, an exit poll by 
pollster FOM showed. The Russian 
Public Opinion Research Centre 
(VCIOM) put Putin on 87%. First 
offi  cial results indicated the polls 
were accurate.

The election comes just over 
two years since Putin triggered the 
deadliest European confl ict since 
World War Two by ordering the 
invasion of Ukraine. He casts it as 
a “special military operation”.

While Putin’s re-election is not 
in doubt given his control over 
Russia and the absence of any real 
challengers, the former KGB spy 
wanted to show that he has the 
overwhelming support of Rus-
sians. Several hours before polls 
closed at 1800 GMT, the nation-
wide turnout surpassed 2018 lev-
els of 67.5%.

Supporters of Putin’s most 
prominent opponent Alexei Nav-
alny, who died in an Arctic prison 
last month, had called on Russians 

to come out at a “Noon against 
Putin” protest to show their dis-
sent against a leader they cast as a 
corrupt autocrat.

There was no independent tally 
of how many of Russia’s 114mn 
voters took part in the opposition 
demonstrations, amid extremely 
tight security involving tens of 
thousands of police and security 
offi  cials.

Reuters journalists saw an in-
crease in the fl ow of voters, espe-
cially younger people, at noon at 
polling stations in Moscow, St Pe-
tersburg and Yekaterinburg, with 
queues of several hundred people 
and even thousands.

Some said they were protesting, 
though there were few outward 
signs to distinguish them from or-
dinary voters.

As noon arrived across Asia and 
Europe, crowds hundreds strong 

gathered at polling stations at 
Russian diplomatic missions. Na-
valny’s widow, Yulia, appeared at 
the Russian embassy in Berlin to 
cheers and chants of “Yulia, Yulia”.

Exiled Navalny supporters 
broadcast footage on YouTube of 
protests inside Russia and abroad.

“We showed ourselves, all of 
Russia and the whole world that 
Putin is not Russia that Putin has 
seized power in Russia,” said Rus-
lan Shaveddinov of Navalny’s An-
ti-Corruption Foundation. “Our 
victory is that we, the people, de-
feated fear, we defeated solitude 
— many people saw they were not 
alone.”

Leonid Volkov, an exiled Nav-
alny aide who was attacked with 
a hammer last week in Vilnius, 
estimated hundreds of thousands 
of people had come out to polling 
stations in Moscow, St Petersburg, 

Yekaterinburg and other cities.
At least 74 people were arrested 

yesterday across Russia, according 
to OVD-Info, a group that moni-
tors crackdowns on dissent.

Over the previous two days, 
there were scattered incidents of 
protest as some Russians set fi re 
to voting booths or poured green 
dye into ballot boxes. Russian of-
fi cials called them scumbags and 
traitors. Opponents posted some 
pictures of ballots spoiled with 
slogans insulting Putin.

But Navalny’s death has left the 
opposition deprived of its most 
formidable leader, and other ma-
jor opposition fi gures are abroad, 
in jail or dead.

Voting also took place in Cri-
mea, which Moscow took from 
Ukraine in 2014, and four other 
Ukrainian regions it partly con-
trols and has claimed since 2022.

A woman takes a photograph with her mobile telephone of a screen with preliminary voting results in the 
Russian presidential election at the Central Election Commission in Moscow yesterday. (AFP)

American suspect 
in custody after fatal 
shootings of three 
family members
AFP
Trenton

An “extremely dangerous” suspect was taken into custody in 
New Jersey after allegedly shooting dead three family members, 
authorities said, following an hours-long eff ort to detain him.

Andre Gordon, 26, “surrendered peacefully,” Trenton Police De-
partment spokesperson Lisette Rios told AFP, after a trail of violence 
that triggered shelter-in-place orders in two states.

Authorities said Gordon, who is believed to be homeless, began the 
day by carjacking a vehicle in Trenton before driving some 40 miles to 
the northern Philadelphia suburb of Levittown.

There, police said, the suspect killed two people — identifi ed as his 
52-year-old stepmother and his 13-year-old sister.

Three others, including a minor, managed to hide “as he went 
through the house searching for them,” Bucks County, Pennsylvania 
district attorney Jennifer Schorn said in a briefi ng.

The suspect then drove to a nearby residence where he broke in be-
fore shooting and killing a 25-year-old woman — who Schorn said was 
the mother of his two children — before bludgeoning her mother with 
the butt of his rifl e. She was expected to recover.

Driving to a nearby discount store, the suspect carjacked a 44-year-
old man before fl eeing. The man was not injured, according to Falls 
Township, Pennsylvania Sheriff  Nelson Whitney.

The suspect then drove across the state line back to Trenton, where 
police believed he had barricaded himself in a three-story house.

Whitney had said the suspect was believed to be armed with an AR-
15 style assault rifl e and police described him as “extremely danger-
ous.”

For several hours they appealed to him to surrender, after SWAT of-
fi cers evacuated people in the home through a second-story window.

“Andre, get away from the windows. We know you’re inside, if you’d 
like to surrender, dial 911 now,” police said over loudspeaker. “You’re a 
young man, you have too much to live for.”

Later on Saturday Gordon was “located at another location in Tren-
ton,” Rios said. Trenton Police Director Steve Wilson said Gordon was 
uninjured and walking along a street when a patrol offi  cer approached 
him.

Gordon had apparently slipped out of the house before police had 
completed setting up a perimeter, Wilson said. Because the suspect 
crossed state lines, federal authorities — including the FBI and the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives — were working the 
case, along with local, county and state police.

Bloodbath if I’m not elected, warns Trump
AFP
Vandalia

Donald Trump told a rally in Ohio 
that November’s presidential 
election will be the “most im-

portant date” in US history, painting his 
campaign for the White House as a turn-
ing point for the country.

Days after securing his position as 
the presumptive Republican nomi-
nee, the former president also warned 
of a “bloodbath” if he is not elected — 
though it was not clear what he was re-
ferring to, with the remark coming in the 
middle of comments about threats to the 
US auto industry.

“The date — remember this, Novem-
ber 5 — I believe it’s going to be the most 
important date in the history of our 
country,” the 77-year-old told rally-
goers in Vandalia, Ohio, repeating well-
worn criticisms that his rival, President 
Joe Biden, is the “worst” president.

Criticising what he said were Chinese 
plans to build cars in Mexico and sell 
them to Americans, he stated: “We’re 
going to put a 100 percent tariff on every 
single car that comes across the line, and 
you’re not going to be able to sell those 
cars if I get elected.”

“Now if I don’t get elected it’s going 
to be a bloodbath for the whole — that’s 
going to be the least of it, it’s going to be 
a bloodbath for the country. That’ll be 
the least of it. But they’re not going to 
sell those cars.”

As Trump’s comment gained trac-
tion on social media, Biden’s campaign 
released a statement calling the Repub-
lican a “loser” at the ballot box in 2020 
who then “doubles down on his threats 
of political violence.”

“He wants another January 6 but the 
American people are going to give him 
another electoral defeat this November 
because they continue to reject his ex-
tremism, his affection for violence, and 
his thirst for revenge,” the campaign 
said, referring to the deadly attack on 

the US Capitol by Trump supporters in 
2021. Later, Biden spoke at a dinner in 
Washington, where he also warned of 
“an unprecedented moment in history.”

“Freedom is under assault... The lies 
about the 2020 election, the plot to 
overturn it, to embrace the January 6 
insurrection pose the greatest threat to 
our democracy since the American Civil 
War,” he said.

“In 2020, they failed, but ... the threat 
remains.”

The 81-year-old, who has waved off 
concerns that he is too old for a sec-
ond term, leavened his rhetoric with 
humour. “One candidate’s too old and 
mentally unfit to be president,” he said 
of the presidential race. “The other 
guy’s me.”

Earlier this month Trump and Biden 
each won enough delegates to clinch 
their party nominations in the 2024 
presidential race, all but assuring a re-
match and setting up one of the longest 
election campaigns in US history.

Among the issues Trump is cam-
paigning on is sweeping reform of what 
he calls Biden’s “horror show” immigra-
tion policies, despite the ex-president 
successfully pressuring Republicans to 
block a bill in Congress that included 
the toughest border security measures 
in decades.

On Saturday he invoked the border 
again as he reached out to minorities 
who have traditionally voted Democrat.

He said Biden had “repeatedly stabbed 
African-American voters in the back” 
by granting work permits to “millions” 
of immigrants, warning that they and 
Hispanic Americans “are going to be the 
ones that suffer the most.”

For decades Ohio had been seen as a 
bellwether battleground state, though 
it has trended more strongly Republican 
since Trump’s White House win in 2016.

The rally came a day after Trump’s 
former vice-president, Mike Pence, said 
he would not endorse his old boss for a 
second White House term.

Republican presidential candidate and former president Donald Trump speaks to 
supporters during a rally at the Dayton International Airport in Vandalia, Ohio. (AFP)

Biden roasts Trump at press dinner
US President Joe Biden joked about 
Donald Trump and his own age at 
an annual media dinner on Saturday 
— before unloading deadly serious 
criticisms of his rival in November’s 
election.
“One candidate’s too old and mentally 
unfit to be president,” the 81-year-old 
Democrat quipped at the Gridiron Club 
in Washington. “The other guy’s me.”
Democrat Biden was making his first 
speech as president at the annual 
white tie gala for the US media and 
political elite, an event that Republican 
former president Trump addressed in 
2018.
Biden is trailing in a number of polls 
and faces voter concerns about his 
age, which he has tried to address 
by highlighting 77-year-old Trump’s 
recent verbal slip-ups.
In his remarks, Biden took a swipe 
at Republicans in Congress who 
have launched an impeachment 
inquiry into his son’s business 
dealings, saying they would “rather 
fail at impeachment than succeed at 
anything else.”
Biden said the Democrats’ election 
campaign would show how they 
rebuilt the US economy after 
the Covid-19 pandemic “without 
encouraging the American people to 
inject bleach.”
He was referring to an incident when 
Trump, as president, asked a top 
medical adviser whether virus victims 
could be injected with disinfectant to 
cure them.
“Look, I wish these were jokes, but 
they’re not,” added Biden.
“Democracy and freedom are literally 
under attack. Putin’s on the march in 
Europe. My predecessor bows down 
to him and says, ‘Do whatever the hell 
you want.’”
Noting that Estonia’s Prime Minister 

Kaja Kallas, a strong critic of Russia, 
was also at his table, he added “We will 
not bow down, they will not bow down 
and I will not bow down.”
Biden added that Trump’s false claims 
to have won the 2020 election, and 
the January 6 2021 Capitol assault by 
pro-Trump rioters, showed there was 
“poison coursing through the veins of 
our democracy.”
He also backed journalists whom 
Trump has repeatedly attacked, 
adding: “You are not the enemy of 
the people. You are a pillar of any free 
society.”
In his own appearance at the Gridiron 
Club six years ago, Trump did trade 
unusually playful digs with the 
Washington press corps and also 
joked about North Korea and his own 
leadership style.
The Gridiron dinner — held behind 
closed doors with no photos allowed 
— sees Washington’s elite unwind for 
a night of self-deprecatory humour 
which includes costumed members 
performing a song.

US President Joe Biden speaks during 
a St. Patrick’s Day Brunch event inside 
the East Room at the White House in 
Washington yesterday. (Reuters)

The UN children’s agency chief 
off ered a dire assessment yesterday 
of the chaotic situation in Haiti, saying 
it was “almost like a scene out of Mad 
Max,” which depicted a violent and 
lawless post-apocalyptic future.
“Haiti is a horrific situation,” Unicef 
executive director Catherine Russell 
told CBS talk show Face the Nation.
“Many, many people there are 
suff ering from serious hunger and 
malnutrition and we’re not able to 
get enough aid to them,” with gangs 
controlling large parts of capital Port-
au-Prince as well as key roads leading 
elsewhere.
The situation is “the worst that 
anyone has seen in decades,” she 
said.
“It’s almost like a scene out of Mad 
Max. That’s what it seems like,” Russell 
said of the 1979 film.

Haiti, already hit by drought, natural 
disaster and weak government, has 
seen “the near-collapse of basic 
services,” a recent United Nations 
report warned.
That has left millions vulnerable 
as they await the formation of a 
transitional governing council to take 
power after unpopular Prime Minister 
Ariel Henry resigned under pressure.
The challenges facing foreign aid 
workers — some of whom have been 
attacked or kidnapped for ransom 
— were underlined Saturday when 
gangs looted a Unicef shipment 
intended to provide relief for suff ering 
mothers and children.
“Today, Unicef’s container, containing 
crucial supplies for maternal, neonatal 
and child health, was looted at Port-
au-Prince’s main port,” the agency’s 
Haitian account posted Saturday on X.

“This incident occurred at a critical 
moment when children needed them 
the most.”
As life grows more diff icult for 
Haitians and foreigners, the US 
embassy said Saturday it was 
organising a charter flight to evacuate 
its citizens from Haiti. Non-essential 
embassy staff  were evacuated six 
days earlier.
The emergency flight will depart from 
Cap-Haitien, Haiti’s second-largest 
city, as the main airport in capital 
Port-au-Prince remains shut amid the 
unrest.
“We are arranging a charter flight for 
US citizens from Cap-Haitien to the 
United States, assuming the security 
situation in Cap-Haitien remains 
stable,” the US embassy in Haiti said in 
a security alert posted on its website.
The embassy said the airport in 

Cap-Haitien is open “periodically” for 
departing flights.
No date for the evacuation has been 
announced and it is unclear how 
many Americans will be able to take 
the flight.
The embassy warned that the 120-
mile overland journey from Port-au-
Prince to Cap-Haitien is “dangerous,” 
telling its citizens to consider the 
flight “only if you believe you can 
reach Cap-Haitien airport safely.”
Haiti has been convulsed for two 
weeks by a gang uprising, as brutal 
and well-armed groups — their 
numbers swollen after an attack 
on two prisons freed thousands of 
inmates — seek to topple Henry.
Meantime, eff orts are continuing 
to organise a Kenyan-led security 
mission to back up the Caribbean 
island’s overwhelmed police force.

Haiti nears chaos of Mad Max: Unicef head
At least 21 people were killed and 38 injured yesterday 
when a bus collided with a fuel tanker truck and burst 
into flames in southern Afghanistan.
“Twenty-one people were killed... in a traff ic accident 
between a passenger bus, a tanker and a motorbike” 
on a main highway through Grishk district in southern 
Helmand province, Mohamed Qasim Riyaz, a 
spokesman for the provincial governor, told AFP.
Of the 38 people injured, 11 were seriously hurt, 
according to the provincial information department.
The accident occurred in the early hours of the 
morning on a key highway that sees traff ic between 
the western city of Herat through southern provinces 
to the capital Kabul, provincial off icials said.
The passenger bus was travelling from Herat 
to Kabul when it first collided with a motorbike 
carrying two people, killing both riders, Helmand 
traff ic management off icials said, according to the 
information department. The bus driver lost control 
and crashed with a tanker truck travelling in the 
opposite direction, sparking a fire.

21 dead in Afghanistan 
bus-tanker collision
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Captivating light decorations at Katara – Cultural Village augment the Ramadan ambience. PICTURES: Thajudheen

Ramadan lights at Katara

QF school to establish 
separate building for girls
To enhance educational opportuni-

ties and promote gender equality, 
Qatar Academy Al Wakra (QAW), 

part of Qatar Foundation’s (QF) Pre-Uni-
versity Education will establish a dedi-
cated building for girls from Grade 6-12 
for the 2024-25 academic year.

Education leaders at QF said this initi-
ative refl ects QAW’s commitment to cre-
ating an inclusive and supportive learn-
ing environment tailored to meet the 
individual needs of its students; and that, 
by providing dedicated facilities for girls, 
the school aims to cultivate an environ-
ment where every student feels valued, 
respected, and motivated to excel both 
academically and personally.

In preparation for the upcoming aca-
demic year, QAW has allocated 127 seats 
for students, with 91 seats specifi cally 
reserved for girls in the newly designated 
building.

Abeer al-Khalifa, president of of Pre-
University Education, said: “This initia-
tive refl ects our commitment to creating 
an educational environment that nur-
tures and empowers every student.

“By embracing this change, we aim to 
foster an educational atmosphere where 
every individual feels valued, respected, 
and empowered to thrive academically 
and personally. This positive transforma-
tion underscores the importance of pro-
viding an educational experience that ca-
ters to the diverse needs and aspirations 
our community.”

Al-Khalifa explained that the QAW 
initiative represents a creative approach 
to establishing an ideal educational set-
ting for girls, by providing separate areas 
for them to express themselves freely and 
nurture creativity.

“This is not only a logistical measure, 
but also as an investment in fostering in-
dividual talents, empowering students to 
excel academically and creatively accord-
ing to their preferences,” she said. 

“It represents a step forward in achiev-
ing excellence, promoting skill develop-
ment, and cultivating a generation pre-
pared for success in various aspects of 
life.”

Bedriyah Itani, director of QAW, said: 
“As part of our goal to foster graduates 
who are deeply rooted in the local con-
text, it’s essential to understand cultural 
and community needs. The segregation 
initiative seamlessly integrates with these 
aspects, both of which are fundamental to 
our mission.”

Itani explained that parents had asked 
for boys and girls in QAW’s middle and 

high school to be segregated, necessitat-
ing the provision of separate space for 
girls, and said: “This initiative will allow 
us to maintain our strong relationship 
with the parent community and address 
their needs eff ectively.”

“We organised focus group discussions 
with parents at the school and distributed 
a survey to gather feedback. The survey 
revealed that over 90% of both boys’ and 
girls’ parents expressed a desire for com-
plete separation between the genders, 
consistent with their preferences.”

Itani said the building project is 

planned to be completed by August 2024, 
adding: “We are committed to ensuring 
that both girls and boys have equal access 
to a wide range of courses and activities.”

The girls’ section will be fully equipped 
with science labs, music rooms, art stu-
dios, engineering facilities, and  IT rooms, 
along with access to all sports facilities, 
indoor gyms, and outdoor spaces. Addi-
tionally, QAW’s existing facilities will be 
redesigned, with separate entrances for 
boys and girls to ensures complete segre-
gation between boys and girls throughout 
the day across all classes.

The new building of Qatar Academy Al Wakra.

The new initiative aims to create an inclusive and supportive learning environment.

Supporting the people of Palestine while 
also uniting the school community, 
a student-driven initiative at a Qatar 
Foundation (QF) school has emphasised 
the importance of charitable work and 
dedication to making a diff erence.
‘Falcon Fest’ was entirely organised by 
students at Qatar Academy Doha (QAD), 
part of QF’s Pre-University Education, as 
a day of enjoyment and engagement for 
students, teachers, and families that also 
carried an important social message, 
with proceeds being contributed to 
Qatar Charity, specifically to aid the 
Palestinian cause.
“The primary purpose of our event 
is to collect funds for Palestine, 
demonstrating our unity with those 
impacted,” said Alia al-Thani, a 16-year-
old student at QAD. “Through this event, 
we have expressed our firm support 
for them, and we are concentrating 
our eff orts primarily on providing food, 
shelter, and medical aid. 
“Beyond gathering donations, our 
ambition was to unite the school’s 
community — students, teachers, and 
staff  — for a day of enjoyment outside 
the classroom, fostering a sense of unity. 
This endeavour wasn’t confined to our 
school alone; it encompassed all schools 
within QF, reaching out to the broader 
community.”
Hamad Abdullah al-Nuaimi, a 16-year-
old student at QAD, highlighted how 
the purpose of the event was to 
enhance community bonds, enrich 
student development, and encourage 
active participation and responsibility 
throughout their educational 
experiences beyond the classroom 
setting. “Our goal is to foster a school 
atmosphere where everyone – students, 
teachers, and parents alike – plays 
a crucial role, makes a significant 
contribution, and is vital to our shared 
achievements,” al-Nuaimi added.
Al-Nuaimi explained that engaging in 
these activities has provided essential 

opportunities for learning and allowing 
for a positive contribution to the 
community, saying: “I gain insights and 
skills that not only foster my personal 
growth, but also allow me to give back 
and play a constructive role in the 
community.”
Noura al-Thani, a 16-year-old student at 
QAD, believes events such as Falcon Fest 
significantly enhance students’ sense of 
belonging within the school community, 
and says: “These events are not only 
popular, but also fortify the bonds within 
the school community.”
“Through these events, we aim to extend 
our support to those aff ected by crises 
worldwide. Last year, our eff orts were 
directed towards aiding the earthquake 
victims in Turkiye and Syria, and this 
year we have focused on assisting our 
brothers and sisters in Palestine.”
Mohamed Khaled al-Zaini, a 15-year-old 
student at QAD, said: “Seeing the real 
results of what we’ve done is super 
rewarding for us as students. It feels 
like all the hard work and time we’ve 
put in means something and makes a 
diff erence in the real world.
“We’re aiming to get every student 
involved in school, making it more fun 
and valuable for all of us. It’s not just 
about getting good grades; it’s about 
taking part in activities that make us 
feel connected and give us a say in what 
happens around us.”

QF students lead fundraising QF students lead fundraising 
event to support Palestineevent to support Palestine

‘Falcon Fest’ was entirely organised by students at Qatar Academy Doha.

The primary purpose of the event was 
to collect funds for Palestine.

Ashghal Ramadan Championship starts

The 11th edition of Ramadan Champi-
onship by the Public Works Authority 
(Ashghal) has started with the partici-

pation of offi  cials and employees in addition to 
employees of contractors. A total of 16 teams 
are competing in football while 18 teams are 
taking part in basketball. Table tennis competi-

tions are witnessing the participation of more 
than 60 players, while the PlayStation – FIFA 
competitions are witnessing 38 players. 

Abdullah Saad al-Saad, director of the Public 
Relations and Communications Department at 
Ashghal, said the championship is being held 
a cordial atmosphere while witnessing strong 

competition. “Our goal is creating a fraternal 
gathering and refl ecting the spirit of one fam-
ily among all the teams working on Ashghal 
projects, as well as getting out of the work en-
vironment through sports. This helps restore 
activity and contributes to the development of 
the tournament,” he added.
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