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By Sports Reporter
Doha 

Q
atar skipper Hassan 
al-Haydos has retired 
from international 
football, the country’s 

Football Association (QFA) an-
nounced yesterday, bringing 
down the curtain on a 16-year 
career highlighted by back-to-
back Asian Cup victories.

Al-Haydos, who made his in-
ternational debut in 2008, is the 
most capped player for Qatar 
with 182 appearances, scoring 41 
times. 

The 33-year-old netted twice 
in the Asian Cup earlier this year 
as hosts Qatar won their second 
title, beating Jordan in the fi nal. 
He was also captain when Qatar 
won their fi rst title in 2019 and 
was named in the team of the 
tournament in both editions.

“The Qatari Football Asso-
ciation extends its sincere thanks 
and appreciation to the captain 
of our national team, Hassan al-
Haydos, following his decision to 
retire from international football 
after a long career,” the QFA said 
in a statement. “Words cannot 
thank you enough over the past 
years, the leader on and off  the 
fi eld, Hassan al-Haydos. Always 
in our hearts.”

Al-Haydos will continue to 
play for his club Al Sadd, who are 
top of the standings in the Qatar 

Stars League. He made his debut 
for Qatar in 2008, and duly won 
the Best Young Player by the Qa-
tar Football Association. He was 
also named the Best Player of the 
Year in 2015. He went on to par-
ticipate in the AFC Asian Cup 
four times: in the Qatar 2011 edi-

tion, Australia 2015, UAE 2019, 
and Qatar 2023. Apart from two 
Asian Cup triumphs, al-Haydos 
was also part of Qatar’s Gulf Cup 
victory in 2014. 

Al-Haydos expressed his grat-
itude towards His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 

al-Thani by sharing a photo of 
himself alongside His Highness 
on social media, captioned: 
“Words of thanks fall short in 
the face of your continuous 
support and your stand with 
me throughout my journey 
with the national team.”

In a video posted late 
Friday night, al-Haydos, 
sitting alongside coach 
Marquez Lopez, is seen 
addressing a group and 
telling them: “You’re all 
heroes and you have an 
important task ahead of 
you, to qualify for the 2026 
World Cup for the fi rst time 
in Qatar’s history and we all 
have confi dence in you.”

Al-Haydos, who could 
also drop into central mid-
fi eld and on the right wing, 
was one of Qatar’s star per-
formers during their histor-
ic 2019 Asian Cup triumph. 

His personality on the 
pitch has shone consist-
ently throughout his ca-
reer. Whether it be his late 
winning goal against Ja-
pan in the 2008 Olympic 
qualifi ers, or his famous 
penalty shootout heroics 
for his club Al Sadd against 
Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors in 
2011, he has shown charac-
ter in abundance. It can be 
argued that he is among the 
most infl uential players in 
the team.

The 33-year-old, who played 182 

times for Qatar and led them to 

two Asian Cup titles, will continue 

to play for his club Al Sadd

Full Name: Hassan Khalid Hassan al-Haydos
Club: Al Sadd
Shirt Number: 10
Age: 33 
Born: 11-12-1990
Height: 1.74 m (5 ft 9 in) 
Positions: Midfielder

Youth career
1998–2007 Al-Sadd

Senior career
Years Team Apps (Gls)
2007– Al-Sadd 323 (98)

International career
2007–2009 Qatar U-20 (4 matches, 4 goals)
2007–2013  Qatar U-23 (14 matches, 6 goals)
2008–2024  Qatar (182 matches, 41 goals)

•  Hassan al-Haydos, born in Doha on December 
11, 1990, started his career as a tennis player, 
but also used to play football with his friends. 

•  He played for the Qatar senior team at age 17. 
•  He appeared in the Qatar U-23 team for the first time in 2007, 

coming off  the bench to score a late goal against Japan in the 
2008 Olympic qualifiers and contribute to the 2-1 victory. 

•  He also played a major role in the 2012 London Olympic qualifiers 

when he became captain of Al Annabi. He 
scored a goal against India and played in 
all the group stage matches. 

Honours
Qatar
AFC Asian Cup: 2019, 2023
Gulf Cup of Nations: 2014

Al Sadd
Qatar Stars League: 2006–07, 2012–13, 
2018–19, 2020–21, 2021–22
Amir Cup: 2007, 2014, 2015, 2017, 2020, 
2021
Qatar Cup: 2007, 2008, 2017, 2020, 2021
Sheikh Jassem Cup: 2007, 2014, 2017, 
2019
Qatari Stars Cup: 2010, 2019-20
AFC Champions League: 2011
FIFA Club World Cup third place: 
2011

Individual
Qatar Football Association 

Most Promising Player: 2008 
Estad Doha Qatar Player of the Year: 2014 
Qatar Football Association Player of the Year: 2015
AFC Asian Cup Team of the Tournament: 2019, 2023

FACTFILE 
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USA’s Catlin shoots 
Asian Tour’s fi rst 
59 to lead in Macau
AFP
Macau

J
ohn Catlin carded the fi rst 
sub-60 round in Asian 
Tour history yesterday, his 
11-under-par 59 catapult-

ing him into the lead at the Inter-
national Series Macau.

The American rolled home a 
curling, left-to-right 15-foot putt 
on the fi nal green for an eagle 
three as he moved to 18 under par 
after three rounds.

“I never, never, never thought 
I’d shoot 59,” said a delighted, but 
slightly stunned, Catlin.

He has a two-shot cushion over 
LIV Golf’s Jason Kokrak, who 
carded an eight-under-par 62, at 
the top of the leaderboard at the 
$2mn event with one round to 
play.

Catlin, who was the Asian Tour 
player of the year in 2018, got off  to 
a blistering start in his third round, 
draining six birdies for a front nine 
of 28 on the par-70 coastal layout 
at Macau Golf and Country Club.

He sank three more on the 11th, 
13th and 17th before his beautiful-
ly judged eagle on the 564-yard, 
par-fi ve 18th capped a historic 
round of golf.

“I didn’t realise I shot 28 on the 
front nine so the magic number 
wasn’t really in my head until the 
17th,” said Catlin.

“It’s a 239-yard par three, 
downhill 41 yards, so you’re not 
really trying to make a birdie.

“It actually got a little closer 
than I was trying,” he smiled.

“I was able to bury that one and 
I fi gured, well, three down the last. 
And just hit two beautiful shots in 
there. The putt was a big, left-to-
right swinger and I just happened 
to get the pace and the line right.”

Sub-60 rounds are extremely 
rare in golf.

There have only been 12 on the 
US PGA Tour, one on the LPGA 
Tour, one on the European Tour, 

two in LIV Golf and until Saturday, 
none on the Asian Tour.

It was a remarkable return to 
form for Catlin, who has been in 
a slump since the end of 2022 and 
lost his DP World Tour card in 
2023.

“After all I’ve been through in 
the last two years, it hasn’t totally 
sunk in yet,” said Catlin.

“You sacrifi ce a lot and you put 
in a lot. I defi nitely want to thank 
my coach, Noah Montgomery, he’s 

been with me now for 10 years and 
he really helped me through it,” 
said Catlin.

“I don’t know where I’d be if 
I didn’t have him in my corner,” 
added Catlin, who was awarded 
a special invitation by the Asian 
Tour to play in Macau.

“We just kept pushing. And 
yeah, it’s pretty, pretty special.”

Kokrak’s bogey-free 62 con-
tained six birdies and an eagle.

“I didn’t drive it quite as good as 

I did yesterday, but the putter co-
operated,” said Kokrak.

Overnight co-leader Jbe Kruger 
had a four-under 66 to lie three 
behind Catlin on 15 under, the 
same mark as Australia’s Lucas 
Herbert who also had a 62.

But Spain’s David Puig, who 
started the day joint top of the lea-
derboard, fell back with a scrappy 
68 containing four bogeys, and 
now lies in a share of eighth place 
on 13 under par.
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‘After all I’ve been through in the last two years, it hasn’t totally sunk in yet’

AFP
Indian Wells, United States

W
orld number one Iga 
Swiatek will take on 
resurgent Maria 
Sakkari in the In-

dian Wells women’s fi nal today 
aiming to repeat her 2022 title 
triumph over the Greek.

Swiatek has been a domi-
nant force since then, running 
her tally of Grand Slam titles to 
four and rarely surrendering the 
number one world ranking she 
fi rst claimed in April of 2022.

Meanwhile, Sakkari has 
struggled to fi nd consistency, 
but with new coach David Witt 
in her corner she believes she is 
turning things around.

“We always say in tennis one 
day can change everything, but 
a month ago I was in Abu Dhabi, 
I couldn’t hit a ball over the net, 
and now I’m just here in one of 
the biggest tournaments playing 
another fi nal,” Sakkari said after 
clawing out a three-set semi-
fi nal victory over reigning US 
Open champion Coco Gauff .

“It’s just that, you know, 
those are lessons and those are 
things that you have to just ac-
cept the more you’re on the tour 
that you’re going to have some 
bad times, and then things can 
really change in a week.”

Sakkari, now ranked ninth 
in the world, arrives in the fi nal 
battle-tested.

Although she squandered 
three match points in the second 
set of her rain-disrupted match 
against Gauff , she was able to 
pull away late and give herself a 
shot at a third WTA title and her 

fi rst since the Guadalajara 1000 
in September. “I’m very proud 
of myself that I kept my nerves,” 
Sakkari said. “And then I just 
fought hard in that third set.”

Swiatek, in contrast, has not 
dropped a set in a run to the fi nal 
that included a 6-4, 6-0 third-
round victory over Czech Linda 
Noskova – who unceremoni-
ously dumped Swiatek out of 
the third round of the Australian 
Open earlier this year.

Swiatek has rebounded nicely 
from that disappointment, win-
ning the title in Doha before 
reaching the semi-fi nals in Du-
bai in February.

“I have all positive vibes,” 
Swiatek said after racing past 
Ukraine’s Marta Kostyuk 6-2, 
6-1 in the semi-fi nals.

Sakkari acknowledged that 
the fact she has won three of her 
fi ve meetings with Swiatek is of 
little note, with all three of her 
wins coming before Swiatek had 
established herself as the game’s 
top player. Swiatek won both of 
their meetings in 2022, beat-
ing Sakkari in the semi-fi nals at 
Doha before a convincing 6-4 
6-1 victory in the Indian Wells 
fi nal.

“It’s actually pretty crazy 
that last time we played was 
two years ago,” Sakkari said. “I 
would say we are very diff erent 
two years ago both of us.

“Having that (head-to-head) 
lead doesn’t really mean any-
thing, because she’s the best 
player right now in the world,” 
Sakkari added.

“I’m just going to, you know, 
try and keep that lead and stay 
two wins ahead of her, but it’s 
just going to be very, very tricky.”

Swiatek, Sakkari to 
duel in desert again

TENNIS

John Catlin of the USA celebrates his eagle putt on the 18th green and a score of 59 during round three at the 
International Series Macau at the Macau Golf and Country Club yesterday. (AFP)

BANGLADESH AXE LITON FOR THIRD SRI LANKA ODI
Bangladesh dropped Liton Das for tomorrow’s 
third and final one-day international against Sri 
Lanka after the veteran opener was humiliat-
ingly dismissed for consecutive ducks in the 
first two matches.
One-day debutant Jaker Ali will take Liton’s 
place after a solid performance from the 
wicketkeeper-batsman in the T20 leg of Sri 
Lanka’s tour, won by the visitors 2-1.
Liton by contrast also struggled in the 20-over 
series, scoring just 44 runs in three matches.
“Considering Liton’s recent performance in 
white-ball cricket, we opted for this change, 

mindful of the availability of two other capable 
openers within the squad,” chief selector Gazi 
Ashraf Hossain said in a statement.
“With the series now hanging in the balance, 
we believe Jaker Ali’s addition will provide the 
team with more options and flexibility in the 
middle order,” he added.
Jaker, 26, has averaged 55 in his six T20 appear-
ances for Bangladesh.
The ODI series is tied 1-1 after Bangladesh won 
the opener by six wickets, with Sri Lanka taking 
the second by three wickets on Friday.
Chittagong hosts the final match tomorrow.

The Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) also 
announced that it had agreed with Zimbabwe 
Cricket to postpone an upcoming Test series 
between the two countries to next year.
Bangladesh will still host Zimbabwe for a five-
match T20 series beginning on May 3.
Bangladesh squad: Najmul Hossain Shanto 
(capt), Anamul Haque, Soumya Sarkar, Tanzid 
Hasan Tamim, Mushfiqur Rahim, Tawhid Hridoy, 
Mahmudullah Riyad, Mehidy Hasan Miraz, Taijul 
Islam, Rishad Hossain, Taskin Ahmed, Shoriful 
Islam, Tanzim Hasan Sakib, Mustafizur Rahman, 
Jaker Ali.

AFP
San Remo, Italy

J
asper Philipsen won the 
Milan-San Remo with a 
bike throw yesterday after 
a photo-fi nish triumph in 

the fi rst one-day Monument race 
of the season.

Belgian Philipsen used the bike 
throw manoeuvre right on the 
line to pip Australia’s Michael 
Matthews into second with Tadej 
Pogacar third at the Riviera fi nish 
line.

The Alpecin-Deceuninck rider 
charged to the biggest one-day 
win of his career in an unusu-
al sprint fi nish as Pogacar and 
Mathiue Van der Poel tried and 
failed to pull away in the fi nal kilo-
metres.

“It’s incredible, it’s one of the 
dreams of any cyclist. To be a 
sprinter and win it, it’s incredible” 
said Philipsen.

Philipsen has won six stages of 
the Tour de France and claimed 
the points jersey in last year’s edi-
tion of cycling’s most important 
Grand Tour.

He is the fi rst sprinter to win 
Milan San-Remo since Arnaud 
Demare’s victory in 2016.

Pogacar was again disappointed 

after starting the season so well 
at Strade Bianche earlier this 
month.

His UAE moved to the front of 
peloton with 51km left on Capo 
Mele, the fi rst of the climbs which 
brings the race to its climax, to put 
Pogacar in position.

And they pushed forward again 
on the famous Cipressa climbs 
with 27km remaining as an early 
break was gobbled up by the pelo-
ton on the descent.

Filippo Ganna and Van der Poel 
were among the big hitters at the 
front of the peloton, with world 
champion Van der Poel in his fi rst 
race of the road season.

On the fl at Davide Bais, who had 
been in the break, made another 
burst ahead as the main bunch 
prepared for the decisive Poggio 
Di San Remo climb.

Bais was caught for the second 
time of the day just before the 
start of the Poggio and Pogacar 
took to the front behind teammate 
Tim Wellens with Van der Poel on 
his wheel.

Pogcar pushed and with 6km to 
go broke away, with Van der Poel 
hot in pursuit as they crested the 
Poggio but the Slovene couldn’t 
build a big enough gap and 
Philipsen made his move to take a 
famous win.

Philipsen wins razor’s edge Milan-San Remo
CYCLING

Australia’s Wade retires 
from red-ball cricket
AFP
Sydney

F
ormer Australian Test 
wicketkeeper Matthew 
Wade has called time on 
the red-ball game, but 

will continue playing cricket’s 
shorter formats.

The 36-year-old made the 
announcement late Friday ahead 
of the Sheffi  eld Shield fi nal next 
week where his native Tasmania 
meet Western Australia in what 
will be his 166th and last fi rst-
class match. 

“There certainly isn’t (an el-
ement of) ‘I’m not playing well 

enough or I don’t feel I can con-
tribute enough’,” he said. “It’s 
more the younger players have 
managed to shove me out the 
door.”

Wade, who played 36 Tests as 
both a wicketkeeper and spe-
cialist batter between 2012 and 
2021, will continue to be avail-
able for one-day and Twenty20 
cricket. “Not playing the longer 
format of the game will give me 
an opportunity to get stronger, 
get in the gym a bit more and 
have some longevity in that 
(shorter) format,” he said.

Wade has delayed his arrival 
at the Indian Premier League to 
play in the Shield fi nal.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Alpecin-Deceuninck’s Belgian rider Jasper Philipsen celebrates with the 
trophy on the podium after winning the 115th Milan-San Remo one-day 
classic cycling race, between Pavia and San Remo, yesterday. (AFP)

Iga Swiatek and Maria Sakkari celebrate after winning Indian Wells 
Masters semis against Linda Noskova and Coco Gauff  respectively. 

Djokovic withdraws from Miami Open
World number one Novak Djokovic withdrew from next week’s ATP-
WTA Miami Open yesterday in the wake of his shock exit at Indian 
Wells. The 36-year-old Serbian star said in a statement on social 
media he had opted to skip Miami for scheduling reasons.
“Unfortunately I won’t be playing the @MiamiOpen this year,” Djoko-
vic announced on X, formerly Twitter. “At this stage of my career, 
I’m balancing my private and professional schedule. I’m sorry that I 
won’t experience some of the best and most passionate fans in the 
world. “I’m looking fw competing in MI in future!”
The 24-time Grand Slam champion returned to play the early season 
US hardcourt swing at Indian Wells in California, only to suff er a 
shock third-round exit on Monday to lowly ranked Italian Luca Nardi. 
Djokovic said after that defeat he still planned to play in Miami 
despite the loss. Djokovic’s statement yesterday gave no indication 
of where he next expects to play.
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McKeown goes close to 100m backstroke world record in Sydney
Kaylee McKeown went close to her own 100m 
backstroke world record yesterday, hitting the 
wall at the NSW State Championships in the 
sixth-fastest time ever.
The Australian 22-year-old touched in 57.57 
seconds, just shy of her world best 57.33 as 
she ramps up preparations for the defence of 
her Olympic title in Paris. She blitzed home at 
Sydney Olympic Park Aquatic Centre ahead 
of 200m freestyle world record holder Mollie 
O’Callaghan (58.71) and now owns all six quick-
est times in history.

McKeown is the first woman to hold world 
records in the three backstroke disciplines and 
will head to the Olympics as a raging favourite.
Fellow Olympic champion Ariarne Titmus 
took out the 400m freestyle title in 4:02.39, 
narrowly ahead of Lani Pallister (4:02.65) and 
more than eight seconds clear of third-placed 
Jamie Perkins.
Like McKeown, Titmus will be the woman to 
beat in Paris as the defending champion and 
world record holder who owns four of the six 
fastest times ever.

But American great Katie Ledecky and Cana-
dian teenager Summer McIntosh will be key 
threats.
Olympic bronze medallist Emma McKeon 
clinched the 100m butterfly title in 57.37 
but was relegated to joint second alongside 
O’Callaghan in the 50m freestyle by Bronte 
Campbell (24.64).
The NSW State Championships, which con-
clude today, are an important stepping stone 
towards Australia’s Olympic trials in June.
 (AFP)

AFP
Barcelona

B
arcelona coach Xavi 
Hernandez said yes-
terday Paris Saint-
Germain were the 

favourites in their upcoming 
Champions League quarter-
fi nal tussle.

The Catalans, fi ve-time win-
ners of the competition, face 
former coach Luis Enrique’s 
French champions, but al-
though PSG are still looking 
to win the trophy for the fi rst 
time, Xavi believes they are the 
stronger side.

“I’d give them the favourites 
tag – we have won more Cham-
pions Leagues, but the econom-
ic situation they are in, sign-
ing players (compared to) what 
we can spend, it’s not the same 
situation,” Xavi told a news con-
ference.

“They won’t beat us on hope, 
desire, and dreaming though, 
we watched the draw together 
and the players are positive and 
looking forward to competing.

“We have to show it on the 
pitch – it’s easy to talk and then 
do nothing – we must speak on 
the pitch, and show our talent 
and worth there.”

Led by a rampant Kylian 
Mbappe, PSG cruised to a 5-2 
aggregate victory over Barce-
lona in the 2020-21 season at 
the last 16 stage. However, Luis 
Enrique’s Barcelona recorded 

an historic comeback victory to 
beat PSG 6-1 at Camp Nou in 
the 2016-17 season, after a 4-0 
away defeat, to reach the quar-
ter-fi nals.

Xavi hailed now PSG coach 
Luis Enrique, who led the Cata-
lans to the trophy in 2015, the 
last time the Spanish champi-
ons conquered Europe.

“It’s so hard, they are one of 
the toughest teams we could 
have drawn,” said Xavi.

“I know Luis Enrique and 
his staff  very well, he is a bril-
liant coach, and they work very 
well... but I have confi dence and 
hope.

“We’ve drawn one of the 
hardest opponents but having 
the second leg at home is posi-
tive for us.”

The Spanish champions 
travel to Paris for the fi rst leg on 
April 10, with the second leg at 
the Olympic Stadium in Barce-
lona on April 16.

This weekend Barcelona, 
third, visit fourth-place Atleti-
co Madrid in La Liga, looking to 
extend the six-point gap.

Diego Simeone’s side beat 
Champions League runners-
up Inter Milan on penalties on 
Wednesday also to reach the 
quarter-fi nals, where they face 
Borussia Dortmund. “We’re ar-
riving well, but they are in high 
confi dence too,” said Xavi.

“They are a Champions 
League level team; they showed 
it the other day and it’s even 
more true in front of their fans.”

PSG ‘favourites’ in 
Champions League 
clash: Barca coach

FOCUS

Kane breaks 60-year record in Bayern romp
AFP
Berlin

H
arry Kane broke a 60-
year record for most 
goals in a debut season 
while Jamal Musiala 

scored twice as Bayern Munich 
won 5-2 at Darmstadt yesterday.

With 31 goals in 26 league games 
since arriving from Spurs in the 
summer, Kane overtook German 
legend Uwe Seeler, who scored 30 
goals for Hamburg in 1963-64.

Musiala also had an assist in the 
win, which keeps Bayern’s slim 
hopes of defending the Bundes-
liga title alive, moving them seven 
points behind Bayer Leverkusen, 
who play at Freiburg today.

“We are staying in it. We worked 
hard to get ourselves some oppor-
tunities and we took them,” said 
Bayern captain Manuel Neuer, 
praising “diff erence makers like 
Jamal on the pitch.”

The goalkeeper was however 
disappointed his side had conced-
ed two goals against last-placed 
Darmstadt, saying: “We all need 
to work on it.”

Darmstadt stunned Bayern after 
28 minutes, Tim Skarke taking ad-

vantage of some sleepy defending 
by Eric Dier to score and give the 
home side hope of an incredible 
upset against the German cham-
pions.

Kane would however drag Bay-
ern into the lead before half-time, 
assisting Musiala’s 36th-minute 
goal before scoring one of his own, 
rising high to head in a Joshua 
Kimmich chip in fi rst-half stop-
page time.

Musiala added another mid-
way through the second half when 
he collected a Thomas Mueller 
throw-in and danced through the 
box before shooting between the 
goalkeeper’s legs.

As he did last week, Serge Gna-
bry scored moments after coming 
off  the bench to seal the win.

Bayern’s Mathys Tel and Darm-
stadt’s Oscar Vilhelmsson both 
scored in stoppage time.

In yesterday’s late game, Stutt-
gart continued their remarkable 
turnaround this season, Serhou 
Guirassy scoring again in a 3-0 
win over neighbours Hoff enheim.

Third from bottom last season 
and needing to win a play-off  to 
stay in the fi rst division, third-
placed Stuttgart have rocketed up 
the table this year and now have 

one hand on a top four spot and a 
return to the Champions League.

Enzo Millot’s 16th-minute goal 
broke Hoff enheim’s resistance and 
Guirassy scored just before half-
time, his 22nd league goal of the 
season after just 20 games.

Jamie Leweling scored to seal 
the win with 20 minutes remain-
ing to seal Stuttgart’s fi rst win in 
Hoff enheim for over a decade.

In the German capital, Union 
Berlin beat Werder Bremen 2-1 
thanks to a commanding perform-
ance from US midfi elder Brenden 
Aaronson, on loan from Leeds.

Aaronson, who was surprisingly 
left out of the US squad this week, 
had a hand in two goals in three 
second-half minutes to give Union 
the upper hand.

The 23-year-old laid on Yorbe 
Vertessen’s 50th-minute goal, be-
fore creating and scoring one of 
his own with some superb drib-
bling shortly after. Mitchell Weis-
er pulled one back for the visitors 
but Union held on, recording their 
fi fth win in seven home matches 
under coach Nenad Bjelica.

“It’s been the toughest year of 
my life,” Aaronson told reporters 
after scoring his second goal in 
Union colours.

“Going from Leeds and then not 
playing much here, it’s mentally a 
battle all the time, staying confi -
dent.”

Augsburg came from a goal 
down to beat a 10-man Wolfsburg 
3-1 away from home, their fourth-
straight league win taking them to 
seventh on the table.

Wolfsburg’s Patrick Wimmer 
scored after just nine minutes but 
was sent from the fi eld in tears just 
before half-time for a last-man 
foul, with Augsburg’s Arne Maier 
scoring from the ensuing free-
kick.

Kristijan Jakic scored a second-
half double to seal the win, piling 
more pressure on Niko Kovac’s 
Wolfsburg who have won just one 
game in 15.

Mainz won 2-0 at home against 
Bochum to keep their hopes of 
avoiding relegation alive. Mainz 
moved past Cologne, who were 
thumped 5-1 by Leipzig on Friday, 
into 16th, the relegation playoff  
spot. 

Promoted Heidenheim drew 
1-1 at home with Borussia 
Moenchengladbach to collect an-
other valuable point and go 10 clear 
of the relegation spots in their fi rst 
season in the top division.

FOOTBALL

Vinicius strikes 
twice as Madrid 
thrash Osasuna
AFP
Pamplona, Spain

V
inicius Junior struck 
twice to earn Real Madrid 
a commanding 10 point 
lead at the top of La Liga 

in a 4-2 rout of Osasuna yesterday.
The Brazilian forward mesmer-

ised for Los Blancos and reached 
18 goals across all competitions 
this season, while Dani Carvajal 
and Brahim Diaz also found the 
net in an entertaining romp for 
Carlo Ancelotti’s side.

Girona, second, visit Getafe 
later Saturday, while third-place 
Barcelona, 11 points behind Ma-
drid, travel to face Atletico Ma-
drid today. Madrid were without 
top goalscorer Jude Bellingham, 
completing a two-match suspen-
sion but, with Vinicius in full fl ow, 
barely missed the England inter-
national at El Sadar in Pamplona.

“I congratulated him, he had an 
extraordinary game, he made good 
decisions, he moved very well 
without the ball, that’s where’s 
he’s improved the most,” Ancelotti 
told reporters.

“With the ball he’s always effi  -
cient and without it he’s spectac-
ular at the moment, he’s so fast.”

Vinicius’ name made headlines 
this week after Real Madrid fi led 
a legal complaint over alleged rac-
ist insults aimed at the Brazilian 
by Atletico Madrid and Barcelona 
fans, but on the pitch the forward’s 
quality continues to speak for 
itself.  The 23-year-old dispos-
sessed Alejandro Catena, who was 
dawdling on it, ran through and 
calmly rolled the ball past Sergio 
Herrera to break the deadlock after 
four minutes.

Osasuna were quickly back level 
through Ante Budimir, who fi n-
ished from close range after Jorge 
Herrando nodded a corner back 
into his path. 

Vinicius should have restored 
Madrid’s lead moments later af-
ter being sent in on goal again by 
Antonio Rudiger, but this time 

Herrera denied him, keeping his 
balance well as the forward tried 
to throw him off  with step-overs.

Madrid captain Carvajal put 
his side in front again in the 18th 
minute, fi nishing sublimely with 
the outside of his boot after Fede 
Valverde cleverly hooked the ball 
into his path in the box.

Madrid goalkeeper Andriy Lun-
in made a good save at full stretch 
to push away a fi erce Jose Arnaiz 
eff ort from the edge of the box.

Vinicius was booked just be-
fore half-time for dissent, his fi fth 
yellow card of the season in La 
Liga – meaning he is now banned 
for Athletic Bilbao’s visit to the 
Santiago Bernabeu at the end of 
March. Diaz stretched Madrid’s 
lead after an hour with a clinical 
fi nish after running on to a long 

ball was fl icked on by Valverde.
Vinicius grabbed his second a 

few minutes later with a subtle 
poked fi nish after Valverde sent 
him hurtling in on goal – his 12th 
league goal of the season.

He started the campaign slowly 
by his high standards but has six 
goals in his last four league match-
es.  The Brazilian could have com-
pleted his hat-trick just a couple 
of minutes later but fi red wide af-
ter another dart into the box past 
Osasuna’s crumbling back line.

Herrera denied Madrid forward 
Rodrygo in the fi nal stages as the 
visitors sliced mid-table Osasuna 
open at will.

Home fans whistled Vinicius 
as he was substituted in the fi -
nal stages but Ancelotti gave the 
forward a hug as thanks for tak-

ing Madrid one step closer to the 
Spanish title.

“The pressure that he has in 
terms of the atmosphere, he has 
to control that a bit more,” added 
Ancelotti, after Vinicius’ book-
ing, his third yellow in three 
league games. Iker Munoz pulled 
one back for Osasuna in stoppage 
time, but it was too little, too late 
for Jagoba Arrasate’s side.

Madrid almost wrapped up the 
win in spectacular fashion but 
youngster Arda Guler hit the bar 
with an eff ort from just inside Os-
asuna’s half in stoppage time, with 
Herrera out of position.

“For us it’s a very tough day ... 
we were very fragile, against a 
team like Real Madrid you pay for 
that,” Osasuna coach Arrasate told 
DAZN.

LA LIGA

‘HE HAD AN EXTRAORDINARY GAME, HE MADE GOOD DECISIONS’

Real Madrid’s Vinicius Junior (right) celebrates with teammates after the victory against Osasuna at El Sadar 
stadium in Pamplona, Spain, yesterday. (AFP)

AFP
Dublin

I
reland retained their Six 
Nations title with a gritty 
17-13 win over Scotland at 
Lansdowne Road yesterday.

Tries by Dan Sheehan and 
Andrew Porter got the Irish 
over the line as the hosts were 
thwarted time and again by a 
magnifi cent Scottish defence.

The title – in winning two in a 
row they emulate Joe Schmidt’s 
Ireland side of 2014/15 – is some 
consolation for missing out 
on historic Six Nations Grand 
Slams after being beaten by 
England last weekend.

Peter O’Mahony has yet to 
discuss whether he remains cap-
tain and the 34-year-old veteran 
was in tears at the national an-
thems, receiving a sympathetic 
pat on the head from Munster 
teammate Tadhg Beirne. The 
Scots opened the scoring in the 
eighth minute, Finn Russell slot-
ting over a penalty to bring up 
a half century of points in this 
campaign after James Lowe had 
been penalised.

However, the Scots gave away a 
soft try as hooker George Turner 
overthrew and it was picked off  
by Dan Sheehan who had the 
simplest of tasks to touch down 

– his fi fth try of the tournament. 
Jack Crowley converted from 
wide out on the right for 7-3.

Ireland’s ill discipline has been 
a glaring weakness in the cham-
pionship and Russell landed a 
second penalty due to another 
Irish infringement in the 18th 
minute. Neither side could im-
pose themselves on the game as 
defences held fi rm with the Irish 
resorting to a long-range pen-
alty attempt, instead of kick-
ing to the corner, to try and get 
some breathing space. However, 
Crowley dragged his eff ort wide 
and the clock wound down to 
leave the match very much in the 
balance at the end of a scrappy 
fi rst-half.

The Irish, though, started the 
second period in lively fashion 
and Crowley landed a penalty af-
ter some excellent attacking play. 
Russell’s ability to make school-
boy errors then handed the Irish 
the initiative as he put the ball 
out direct from the kick-off . The 
Irish turned on the pressure as 
the Scots defence wilted but Tad-
hg Furlong was denied a try as he 
was judged to have knocked on as 
he went to touch the ball down.

The Irish pressed but Calvin 
Nash was guilty of failing to pass 
as he closed on the line and the 
outstanding Scottish fl anker 
Andy Christie forced a turnover.

Ireland beat Scotland to 
retain Six Nations title

RUGBY

Bayern Munich’s Harry Kane celebrates after scoring against Darmstadt 
during the Bundesliga match in Darmstadt, Germany, yesterday. (AFP)
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Spurs’ top four bid 
rocked by Fulham

PREMIER LEAGUE

AFP
London

T
ottenham Hotspur wasted a chance 
to move into the Premier League’s top 
four as they slumped to a shock 3-0 
defeat at Fulham, while Luton sal-

vaged a crucial 1-1 draw with relegation rivals 
Nottingham Forest yesterday.

Ange Postecoglou’s side would have climbed 
above Aston Villa into fourth place with a win, 
but instead they handed the initiative back to 
their top-four rivals. Fifth-placed Tottenham 
were punished for a sloppy performance as the 
in-form Rodrigo Muniz netted twice either 
side of Sasa Lukic’s fi rst goal for Fulham.

A 4-0 win at Villa last weekend was ex-
pected to act as Tottenham’s springboard to 
fi nish above Unai Emery’s team in the bat-
tle to qualify for next season’s Champions 
League. Instead, the north Londoners crashed 
to a fi rst league defeat at Craven Cottage since 
2008 and failed to score for the fi rst time in 40 
games. They sit two points behind Villa, who 
can extend that lead to fi ve if they win at West 
Ham today. With Micky van de Ven sidelined 
by a hamstring injury, Radu Dragusin made his 
fi rst Tottenham start. Worryingly for Postec-
oglou, Romania centre-back Dragusin, signed 
from Genoa in January, was often exposed in a 
rocky display.

Fulham took the lead in the 42nd minute 
when Muniz cleverly drifted away from Dra-
gusin as the Brazilian forward found space 
to meet Antonee Robinson’s low cross with a 
clinical fi nish from 10 yards. Tottenham’s de-
fensive defi ciencies were exposed again four 
minutes after half-time.

Iwobi was allowed to advance unchecked 
and he slipped a pass to Timothy Castagne, 
whose cross hit Lukic and defl ected into the 
net. Tottenham were in tatters and Muniz 
struck again in the 61st minute. Joao Palhin-
ha’s header reached Calvin Bassey and when 
his shot was saved by Guglielmo Vicario, 
Muniz reacted quicker than Dragusin to stab 
home. 

As the fi ght to avoid relegation comes to a 

head, Luton and Forest met in a vital show-
down at Kenilworth Road. Forest, beaten 
in their previous three games, took the lead 
through Chris Wood’s 34th minute strike. But 
Luke Berry came off  the bench to equalise from 
close-range in the 89th minute.

Third-bottom Luton, who blew a three-goal 
lead in Wednesday’s disastrous 4-3 defeat at 
Bournemouth, are without a win in their last 
nine games in all competitions. They lie three 
points behind fourth-bottom Forest.

At Turf Moor, second-bottom Burnley kept 
alive their faint survival hopes with a 2-1 vic-
tory against Brentford. Vincent Kompany’s 
side took the lead in the 10th minute when 
Vitinho sprinted onto Josh Cullen’s pass and 

was about to shoot when he was pulled down 
by Sergio Reguilon.

The Spanish defender was shown the earli-
est red card in the Premier League this season, 
after a VAR check, and Jacob Bruun Larsen 
stepped up to convert the spot-kick.

David Datro Fofana, on loan from Chelsea, 
struck in the 62nd minute with a composed 
fi nish into the far corner. Kristoff er Ajer got 
one back in the 83rd minute with a diving 
header from Bryan Mbeumo’s cross, but the 
Clarets held on for their fi rst league win in 11 
games. They are now eight points from safety 
with nine games left. Brentford have won only 
three of their past 18 league games and sit just 
four points above the relegation zone.

Luton salvaged a crucial 1-1 draw with relegation rivals Forest

Afi f hat-trick secures 
Al Sadd comeback 
win over Muaither

EXPO STARS LEAGUE

By Sports Reporter
Doha

T
able toppers Al Sadd con-
tinued their dominance in 
the Expo Stars League as 
they rallied from being two 

goals down to beat Muaither 4-2 in 
a thrilling match at the Jassim Bin 
Hamad Stadium on Friday night.

The eventful clash saw three 
penalties and also a hat-trick 
from Al Sadd’s mercurial player 
Akram Afi f, who took his tally as 
the league’s top scorer to 21 goals. 
While Ayman El Hassouni (39th-
minute penalty) and Tiago Leanco 
(45th minute) scored for Muaither, 
Al Sadd hit back with goals from 
Tarek Salman (48th minute) and 
Afi f (73rd-minute penalty, 77th-
minute penalty and 90+8 minute).

The win took Al Sadd’s tally to 
a whopping 40 points, six ahead 
of second-placed Al Gharafa, who 
have a game in hand. Muaither are 
second bottom with 11 points.

Al Sadd goalkeeper Yousef al-
Baloushi, who rep Saad al-Dosari, 
expressed his delight at the team’s 
against Muaither. He said: “We 
played a tough game against a 

good team. Despite trailing by two 
goals, we managed to come back 
in the second half and achieve a 
great victory. At the beginning 
of the match, we had opportuni-
ties that we didn’t capitalise on, 
unlike Muaither, who scored two 
goals. However, we achieved our 
goal, which is winning and obtain-
ing the crucial three points. These 
three points are vital for us in seal-
ing the league title.”

In the other match on Friday 
night, defending champions Al 
Duhail returned to winning ways 
by defeating Al Shamal 3-1 at the 
Abdullah Bin Khalifa Stadium. 
Michael Olunga scored a brace 
(73rd minute penalty and 90th 
minute) after Suhaib Gannan had 
given Al Duhail the equaliser in the 
69th minute. 

Omid Ebrahimi had opened the 
scoring for Al Shamal in the 61st 
minute. Al Duhail are sixth with 22 
points, while Al Shamal are ninth 
with 18 points. Duhail, who had 
been experiencing a spate of nega-
tive results in recent times, were 
expectedly the more aggressive of 
the duo as they tried all the tricks 
in their bag to open their scoring 
account, but all to no avail.

Fulham’s Rodrigo Muniz (centre) scores against Tottenham Hotspur during the Premier League 
match at the Craven Cottage in London yesterday. (Reuters)

Al Sadd’s Akram Afif (second left) celebrates with teammates after 
scoring against Muaither in the Expo Stars League.

AL-AJAMI AND AL-KAABI SHINE AT NINTH ROUND OF HATHAB

Faleh Suwead al-Ajami clinched Medium Tour class during the ninth round of the Longines Hathab Qatar Equestrian Tour on Friday night at the outdoor arena of the Qatar Equestrian Federation. Saeed Nasser al-Qadi 
finished second, while Sheikh Khalifa al-Thani came third. In the Small tour, Hussain Ali al-Kaabi emerged triumphant ahead of Mohamed Jabor al-Naimi and Mohamed Saeed Haidan. In the Medium Tour team competition, 
ExxonMobil came first, while NK Cafe and Al Salam Group finished second and third respectively. Fatima Bader al-Darwish won the Future Riders Level 2 class. Abdulaziz Abdulla al-Abri was second, ahead of Mohamed 
Abdulla al-Marri. The Future Rider Level 1 class bagged by Mohamed Abdulla al-Marri. Amna Jassim al-Sumaiti took second spot, with Fahad Nasser al-Thani setting for third place.

Silva fi res Man City into FA Cup semi-fi nals 
SPOTLIGHT

AFP
Manchester, United Kingdom

B
ernardo Silva scored twice as Man-
chester City beat Newcastle 2-0 to 
reach the FA Cup semi-fi nals yes-
terday, while Coventry struck twice 

in stoppage time to stun Wolves 3-2. Hold-
ers City remain on course to repeat their tre-
ble triumph of Premier League, Champions 
League and FA Cup last season as Pep Guar-
diola’s men stretched their unbeaten run in all 
competitions to 22 games.

Fortune favoured the English champions, 
though, as twice Silva’s shots took defl ections 
to wrong-foot Newcastle goalkeeper Mar-
tin Dubravka. The Portuguese international 
opened the scoring on 13 minutes when his ef-
fort looped in off  Dan Burn. Silva’s second de-
fl ected off  Sven Botman, but Dubravka should 
still have done better as the ball trickled un-
derneath him.

At the other end, City’s number one goal-
keeper Ederson was not missed as Stefan Or-
tega produced a brilliant save to deny Alex-
ander Isak pulling a goal back for Newcastle. 
Dubravka made amends for his earlier error 
with fi ne saves from Jeremy Doku either side 
of half-time to keep the score down.

But it was too little, too late for Newcastle’s 
hopes of silverware this season as the Magpies 
remain without a major trophy since 1969. 
City are into the last four for the seventh time 
in eight seasons under Guardiola.

By contrast, Coventry reached their fi rst 
semi-fi nal since they won the competition for 
the only time in 1987 in a fi ve-goal thriller at 

Molineux. The Sky Blues led early in the sec-
ond half through Ellis Simms’ controversial 
opener after a VAR check for potential hand-
ball by the Coventry striker. But the Champi-
onship side looked to have blown their chance 
to reach Wembley when Wolves themselves 
scored twice in the fi nal seven minutes of the 
90.

Rayan Ait-Nouri pounced on an error from 
Joel Latibeaudiere to smash home the equal-
iser and then set up his fellow left-back Hugo 
Bueno to fi re into the bottom corner for his 
fi rst senior goal. However, Simms’ second goal 
of the match levelled in the 97th minute before 
he teed up American international Haji Wright 
to fi re into the corner three minutes later.

The drama did not end there as Wolves boss 
Gary O’Neil labelled Coventry manager Mark 

Robins’ celebrations in the face of a teenage 
ball boy “disgusting”. Robins apologised after 
being riled by the ball boy’s attempts to waste 
time late in the game. 

A founder member of the Premier League, 
Coventry sank from the top down to the 
fourth tier of English football as recently as 
the 2017/18 season. But they have achieved 
two promotions under Robins and narrowly 
missed out on a return to the Premier League 
last season, losing the Championship playoff  
fi nal to Luton on penalties.

Wembley awaits once more in the last four, 
but Robins is realistic of his side’s chances of 
glory with the likes of City or Liverpool poten-
tially waiting in the semis. Liverpool travel to 
Manchester United in the pick of today’s quar-
ter-fi nal ties, while Chelsea host Leicester.

Bernardo Silva (second right) celebrates with teammates. (Reuters)

Alkabbani, Aldereyaane and al-Rifai 
win in F4 Saudi Arabia Championship

Faisal Alkabbani, Omar Aldereyaane and Federico al-Rifai all won a 
race each at the F4 Saudi Arabia Championship yesterday. Under the 
lights at the Lusail International Circuit, Italian-born Emirati driver 
Rifai emerged on top in the Race 1 with Oscar Wurz and Andrej 
Petrovic finishing second and third respectively. In the Race 2, Saudi’s 
Alkabbani won ahead of Amna Alqubaisi and Wurz, while Race 3 was 
clinched by Aldereyaane with Alkabbani coming second and Petrovic 
third. The championship took place for the first time in Qatar.
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