
Qatar football 
captain Hassan
al-Haydos retires

Ship recaptured from
Somali pirates

Qatari national football team 
captain Hassan al- Haydos has 
announced retirement from 
international play, following a 
remarkable career filled with 
numerous achievements. The 
Qatar Football Association 
(QFA) expressed its gratitude 
to al-Haydos for his invaluable 
contributions to the national 
team throughout his illustrious 
16-year career. Sport Page 1

India’s navy recaptured a ship 
from Somali pirates off  the Indian 
coast yesterday, rescuing the 
crew and ending a three-month 
takeover of the Maltese-flagged 
bulk carrier MV Ruen. The Indian 
warship Kolkata “in the last 
40 hours, through concerted 
actions successfully cornered 
and coerced all 35 Pirates 
to surrender & ensured safe 
evacuation of 17 crew members,” 
the navy posted. The pirated ship 
was recaptured nearly 2,600km, 
from the Indian coast.
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Prayer times

Fasting times

Woe to him who witnessed 
the blessed month of 
Ramadan and let it pass by 
without gaining forgiveness. 
[Al-Bukhari]

Iftar today .............................5.47pm
Imsak tomorrow.................4.13am

Fajr....4.24;   Zuhr....11.42;  Asr....3.08; 
Maghrib.....5.47;   Isha.....7.17

    RAMADAN THOUGHT

Amir, Belgian PM 
discuss relations, 
Gaza developments
QNA
Doha

 

His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani met, in his offi  ce 

at Lusail Palace yesterday, with 
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of 
Belgium Alexander De Croo.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed bilateral relations be-
tween the two friendly coun-
tries and ways to strengthen and 
develop them in diff erent areas 
of co-operation, in addition to 
discussing regional and interna-
tional issues of common interest, 
especially developments in the 
Gaza Strip and the occupied Pal-
estinian territories.

The meeting was attended by 
HE the Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin 

Jassim al-Thani, HE the Chief of 
the Amiri Diwan Sheikh Saoud 
bin Abdulrahman al-Thani, and a 
number of senior offi  cials.

On the Belgian side, it was 
attended by Chief of the Prime 

Minister’s Offi  ce Peter Moors, 
Adviser to the Prime Minister 
Skander Nasra, and a number of 
senior offi  cials members of the 
accompanying offi  cial delega-
tion.

Qatar hails appointment
of UN special envoy to 
combat Islamophobia

Qatar welcomed the resolu-
tion adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly 

on the measures of condemning 
anti-Muslim violence, calling for 
action against religious intoler-
ance and creating a senior United 
Nations position dedicated to 
combating Islamophobia.

 Qatar affi  rmed that it is hope-
ful about the contribution this 
step will generate to preventing 
the rising hate speech and Is-
lamophobia across the globe. In a 
statement, the Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs reiterated Qatar’s advo-
cacy for adopting an overarching 
approach that addresses the root 
causes of Islamophobia, stressing 
the importance of synergistic ef-
forts at all levels to condemn anti-
Muslim violence and eliminate 
bigotry with its all forms. 

The ministry underscored Qa-
tar’s full support for tolerance val-
ues and keenness to lay the foun-
dations of international security 

and peace through dialogue, un-
derstanding and peaceful co-ex-
istence between nations. 

 The United Nations General 
Assembly adopted the resolution 
yesterday condemning any call for 
religious hatred and incitement to 
discrimination, hostility, or vio-
lence against Muslims, and calling 
for the appointment of a special 
UN envoy to combat Islamopho-
bia.

This came during a meeting 
held on Friday, on the occasion of 
the International Day for Com-
bating Islamophobia.

The resolution, presented by 
Pakistan on behalf of the Organi-
sation of Islamic Co-operation 
(OIC), was approved by 115 coun-
tries, while 44 countries abstained 
from voting and no country voted 
against it.

The General Assembly, in its 
resolution, urged member states 
to take necessary measures to 
combat religious bigotry, negative 

stereotypes, hatred, and incite-
ment to violence against Muslims, 
and to legally prohibit incitement 
to violence and its practice based 
on religion or belief.

 The Gulf Co-operation Coun-
cil (GCC), welcomed the adoption 
by the United Nations (UN) Gen-
eral Assembly of a resolution on 
“Measures to Combat Islamopho-
bia”, including condemning in-
citement to discrimination, hos-
tility, or violence against Muslims 
and their sanctities, as well as the 
appointment of a special envoy by 
the UN to combat Islamophobia, 
coinciding with the International 
Day for Combating Islamophobia.

In a statement, GCC Secre-
tary-General Jasem Mohamed 
Albudaiwi affi  rmed that the 
GCC countries support all in-
ternational and national eff orts 
and resolutions that condemn 
violence, hatred, incitement, and 
extremism against all religions. 
(QNA) Page 4

Gaza truce talks resume today

Reuters/AFP
Doha/Jerusalem/Gaza

The main UN aid agency 
operating in Gaza said 
yesterday that acute mal-

nutrition was accelerating in the 
north of the Palestinian enclave 
as Israel prepared to send a del-
egation to Qatar for new ceasefi re 
talks on a hostage deal with Ha-
mas.

The United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees (UNRWA) said one in 
three children under the age of 2 
in northern Gaza is now acutely 
malnourished, putting more 
pressure on Israel over the loom-
ing famine.

On Friday, Israel said it would 
send a delegation to Qatar on 
Sunday for more talks with me-
diators after Palestinian resist-
ance movement Hamas present-
ed a new proposal for a ceasefi re 
with an exchange of hostages and 
prisoners.

Eff orts failed repeatedly to se-
cure a ceasefi re before Islam’s 
holy month of Ramadan started 
a week ago, with Israel saying it 
plans to launch a new off ensive in 
Rafah, the last relatively safe city 
in tiny, crowded Gaza after fi ve 
months of war.

On Friday, Netanyahu’s offi  ce 
said he had approved an attack 
plan on Rafah, where than half 
of Gaza’s 2.3mn  residents are 
sheltering, and that the civilian 
population would be evacuated. 
It gave no time frame and there 
was no immediate evidence 
of extra preparations on the 
ground.

An Israeli strike on Friday 
night killed 36 members of a 
family in central Gaza, survivors 
told AFP yesterday. The Tabatibi 
family had gathered in central 

Gaza to eat together during the 
fi rst Friday night of Ramadan, 
a scene that soon turned into a 
bloodbath.

An air strike hit the building 
where they were staying as wom-
en prepared the pre-fasting meal, 
killing 36 members of the family, 
survivors said.

“They bombed the house while 
we were in it. My mother and my 
aunt were preparing the Suhoor 
food. They were all martyred,” a 
member of the family who sur-
vived said.

HBKU project focuses on 
integration of autistic 
children through ‘play’

The College of Science and 
Engineering (CSE) at Ha-
mad Bin Khalifa Univer-

sity (HBKU), a member of Qatar 
Foundation (QF), has chalked out 
a project to integrate autistic chil-
dren with educational environ-
ments. 

Dr Dena al-Thani, associate pro-
fessor at the college told local Ara-
bic daily Arrayah that the project 
will ensure the integration of kids 
with autism through social play in-
side and outside the classroom.

“The project focuses on devel-
oping tools to enhance the par-
ticipation of children with autism 
in play activities during the learn-
ing process. It’s a joint initiative 
of a research team at CSE in co-
operation with teachers from the 
Shafallah Centre for Persons with 
Disabilities and Hamilton Inter-
national School in Qatar,” Dr Dena 
al-Thani said.

The project was funded by the 
Qatar National Research Fund 
(QNRF) as part of the National 
Priorities Programme for Scien-
tifi c Research. “Play is an essential 
element in developing children’s 
skills and abilities. Its social, edu-
cational, emotional and devel-
opmental eff ectiveness has been 

proven through many relevant 
research. Through play, an envi-
ronment that enables children to 
explore and understand the world 
around them is created. Integrat-
ing play into the learning process 
supports cognitive development. 
it encourages children to think 
critically, solve problems, link 
ideas and learn from mistakes in a 
safe and supportive environment,” 
she explained.

After conducting an explora-
tory phase, the team fully under-
stood the dynamics of play within 
the current educational environ-
ment. To Page 12

Ramadan campaign for organ donation launched 

Hamad Medical Corpora-
tion (HMC), in co-opera-
tion with Al Faisal With-

out Borders Foundation (ALF), has 
launched the Ramadan campaign 
for voluntary blood donation and 
organ donation for the 11th con-
secutive year.

Continuing until April 9, the 
campaign is within the frame-
work of community partnership 
and the national initiative of ALF 
with HMC. It is also part of the ef-
forts of ALF to increase awareness 
about the importance of blood and 
organ donation and to enhance 
awareness of the importance of 
these services for the medical sec-
tor and patients. 

HE Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim al-

Thani emphasised that this cam-
paign represents a national duty 
stemming from the objectives of 
ALF and its well-established lead-
ership role in sponsoring humani-
tarian and social events. This in-
cludes supporting fi eld campaigns 
to provide blood and organs, as 
well as participating in raising 
community awareness about this 
human aspect and promoting the 
importance of donation.

Abdul Latif al-Yafei, general 
manager of Al Faisal Without Bor-
ders Foundation, stated that the 
continuity of launching the blood 
and organ donation campaign 
since 2013 until now is a clear evi-
dence of the success of the cam-
paign. To Page 5

HE Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim al-Thani opening the campaign as other 
off icials look on.

Dena Al-Thani, associate professor 
at he College of Science and 
Engineering (CSE) at Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University (HBKU)

36 members of a family killed in Israeli strike

Members of the crew and port personnel inspect the cargo ship loaded 
with humanitarian aid for Gaza in the port of Larnaca yesterday.

Rise in number of
donors, transplants
Dr Fadhil noted that in 2023, 
there was a significant increase 
in the number of organ donors 
and transplants in the country.  
“We had performed  82 kidney 
transplants, 11 liver transplants, 
and three lung transplants in 
2023,” said Dr Fadhil. The organ 
donor registry in the country 
has about 530,000 registered 
donors. “This represents nearly 
25% of the adult population 
in Qatar. The organ donor 
registry has more than 100 
nationalities,” he added. Page 5
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Qatar seeks to
empower women 
in nuclear fi elds
QNA
New York

Qatar’s permanent delega-
tion virtually organised 
an event on the sidelines 

of the 68th annual Commis-
sion on the Status of Women 
(CSW68) under the theme of 
empowering women: women in 
nuclear and related fi elds.

The event was held in part-
nership with the permanent 
delegations of The Gambia and 
Malta to the UN and the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) with the participation of 
Representative of Director Gen-
eral of IAEA to UN Vivian Okeke, 
alongside a host of permanent 
delegates to the UN and nuclear 
fi elds experts.

Addressing the event, Qatar’s 
Permanent Representative to 
the UN, HE Sheikha Alya Ahmed 
bin Saif al-Thani underlined the 
State’s steadfast belief in the 
importance of women’s engage-
ment in the fi elds related to nu-
clear energy, sciences, and tech-
nology, as well as engineering 
and mathematics as the key for 
preparing a more balanced work-
force that supports the sustain-
able development goals.

The Qatari women currently 
excel in generating scientifi c 
grades in sciences and mathe-
matics compared to many coun-
terparts in the advanced coun-
tries, HE Sheikha Alya pointed 
out, adding that the Qatari wom-
en have succeeded in overcoming 
the obstacles and entered new 
career pathways that are tradi-
tionally dominated by men.

She stressed that women 
in Qatar account for 51.6% of 
all undergraduate engineering 
students, affi  rming that Qatar 
has made this success by vir-

tue of multiple benefi cial ef-
forts such as the initiatives of 
Qatar National Research Fund 
(QNRF) that support women-led 
projects, research and develop-
ment in science, technology, en-
gineering, and mathematics.

HE Sheikha Alya indicated 
that Hamad Bin Khalifa Uni-
versity off ers scholarships for 
graduate studies in the fi elds of 
science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics for both 
genders with the aim of drawing 
talented students globally, along 
with ambitious women who dili-
gently aspire to work in science, 
technology, engineering, and 
mathematics areas.

Strengthening the women’s 
engagement in those critical 
fi elds will signifi cantly contrib-
ute to achieving the Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030, along with 
the sustainable development 
goals at the local and regional 
levels, she said.

The event was intended to en-
courage the women’s presence 
in nuclear and nuclear-related 
fi elds to address the challenges 
facing the world, such as climate 
change, the growing number of 
populations, food insecurity and 
the increasing demand for en-
ergy.

HE Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin Saif 
al-Thani

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani met yesterday with the visiting Belgian Prime Minister Alexander De Croo. The meeting 
discussed the co-operation relations between the two countries and ways to support and develop them, 
especially in economy, energy and mutual investment. They also discussed the latest developments in 
the Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian territories, emphasising the need to accelerate the delivery of 
humanitarian aid to the Strip without obstacles. (QNA)

PM, Belgian PM stress aid delivery to Gaza

Belgian Prime Minister 
Alexander De Croo 
arrived in Doha 
yesterday on a visit to 
the country. He and 
the accompanying 
delegation were 
welcomed upon 
arrival at the Doha 
International Airport 
by HE the Minister 
of Commerce and 
Industry Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Hamad 
bin Qassim al-Thani, 
Qatar’s ambassador 
to Belgium Khalid bin 
Fahad al-Hajri, and 
Belgian ambassador 
to Qatar William 
Asselborn. (QNA)

Belgian premier arrives in Doha

De Croo hails Qatar’s efforts for Gaza truce
Belgian Prime Minister Alexander De Croo 
stressed that, during the meeting yesterday with 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani, he appreciated the efforts made by 
Qatar in the negotiations related to a ceasefire 
and hostage release in the Gaza Strip.
In a post on his X account, Prime Minister De 
Croo said: “I expressed Belgium’s appreciation 
for Qatar’s role in negotiating a ceasefire and 

hostage release to Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani.” Last Tuesday, Spokesperson for the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr Majed bin Mohamed 
al-Ansari said that the Qatari, regional and 
international efforts continue for a ceasefire 
in Gaza, saying there are still hopes for an 
agreement to unleash calm before Eid al-Fitr but 
the situation on the ground is highly complicated. 
(QNA)
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Qatar University honours 
QIIB at ‘employer 
recognition’ ceremony
Qatar University recognised 

QIIB for its commendable 
collaboration with colleges 

under the university, facilitating 
training opportunities and aca-
demic sponsorships. 

“This acknowledgment under-
scores QIIB’s unwavering com-
mitment to social responsibility 
and community service,”  

The prestigious recognition took 
place during a ceremony organised 
by Qatar University, attended by 
local institutions and employers 
engaged in diverse fi elds of co-op-
eration with the university.

At a ceremony, Dr Omar al-
Ansari, president, Qatar Univer-
sity, presented the “distinguished 
shield of honour” to Samah Nasser 
al-Dhafi ri, QIIB’s director (Re-
cruitment and Employee Aff airs).

Expressing gratitude, Ali Ha-
mad al-Mesaifri, QIIB’s head 
(Human Resources and Adminis-
trative Aff airs Sector) remarked, 
“We extend our sincere thanks to 
Qatar University for this initiative, 
warmly welcomed by QIIB. As a 
pioneering academic institution 
in the country, Qatar University 
signifi cantly contributes by pro-
ducing qualifi ed graduates in vari-
ous fi elds. 

“The university’s eff orts in 
qualifi cation, training, and col-
laboration with diverse institu-
tions are instrumental in connect-
ing academia with the dynamic 
labour market.”

Highlighting the signifi cance of 
the recognition, al-Mesaifri em-
phasised its alignment with QIIB’s 
strategic focus on human capital, 
emphasising community service 
in areas that deliver added value, 
such as education, qualifi cation, 
and training.

He stressed, “QIIB is dedicated 
to upholding the standards of the 
Qatar National Vision 2030, par-
ticularly in human capital devel-
opment. The bank prioritises the 
recruitment and training of Qatari 
men and women while fostering 
collaboration with local educa-
tional institutions to enrich practi-
cal knowledge and facilitate mutual 
learning experiences for students.”

Al-Mesaifri noted that QIIB has 

received multiple accolades for its 
contributions to human resources. 
The Ministry of Labour honoured 
the Bank for providing signifi cant 
employment, qualifi cation, and 
training opportunities for the na-
tional workforce, achieving nota-
ble success in job placement and 
localisation.

Al-Mesaifri added, “QIIB re-
mains steadfast in its commit-
ment to serving society across 
various levels, with a particular 
focus on supporting education for 
diverse noble purposes, including 
training, qualifi cation, research 
and development, and sharing ex-
periences with local institutions 
to contribute to the realisation of 
development objectives.”

At a ceremony, Dr Omar al-Ansari, president, Qatar University, presented 
the “distinguished shield of honour” to Samah Nasser al-Dhafiri, QIIB’s 
director (Recruitment and Employee Aff airs).

Qatar calls for journalists’ protection in confl icts and peace

Qatar has underscored the responsibility of 
states in protecting journalists and ensuring 
a safe environment for them to perform their 

work independently, stressing the need to protect 
them during confl icts as well as in times of peace.

This came in a statement delivered by Third Secretary 
in the Human Rights Department at the Ministry of For-
eign Aff airs Abdullah Nasser al-Naama, during the gen-

eral debate (under item 3) on protection of journalists 
before the 55th Human Rights Council in Geneva.

The matter of protecting and promoting the 
rights of journalists and the increasing violations 
against them, with the spread of impunity and lack 
of accountability, are among the important issues 
for which appropriate solutions must be found as 
soon as possible, al-Naama said, pointing out that 

the number of journalists martyred in Gaza, since the 
seventh of last October, has exceeded 130, in addition 
to the injury of 16 others, the disappearance of four, 
and the arrest of 25.

He noted that these numbers are likely to increase, 
making them the largest losses for journalists in the 
history of modern wars, calling for rapid, independent 
and impartial investigations in accordance with in-

ternational standards, and for ensuring that those re-
sponsible do not escape these violations and crimes.

Al-Naama voiced Qatar’s strong condemnation of 
the targeting and destruction of press and media in-
stitutions, and the increasing targeting of Palestinian 
journalists and their families, especially in the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank, despite wearing jackets and 
helmets bearing the “press” sign. (QNA)

Vodafone Qatar has announced 
the launch of a new TV 
commercial commemorating 
the advent of Ramadan as part 
of dedicated eff orts to deliver 
innovative experiences to its 
customers.
In collaboration with Kuwaiti 
singer Humood Alkhudher, 
Vodafone Qatar presents a 
visually captivating production 
that underscores the profound 
significance of Ramadan across 
diff erent generations.
The commercial artfully 
portrays the beauty and 
essence of this sacred month, 
highlighting the virtues of 
humility and simplicity while 
fostering connections with 
loved ones.
Vodafone invites its customers 
and followers to watch the new 
commercial on national TV 
channels and across Vodafone’s 
social media platforms.

Moreover, in the spirit of 
generosity, Vodafone Qatar 
extends a range of special 
off ers until the end of 
Ramadan, including a daily 
complimentary gift for prepaid 
and postpaid customers using 
the My Vodafone app. The gifts 
include data, minutes, and 
free My Book subscriptions. 
Additionally, customers have 
the exciting opportunity to 
win one of five Samsung S24 
handsets.
Valid until April 13, customers 
can also enjoy double the 
data on passport packs valid 
in GCC countries, including 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Saudi 
Arabia, and the UAE. For weekly 
passport packs, customers can 
enjoy 2GB of roaming data and 
100 roaming minutes, whilst 
monthly passport packs off er 
8GB of data and 300 minutes.
Compatible with prepaid and 

postpaid lines, customers can 
easily activate or renew the 
passport pack through the My 
Vodafone application, its call 
centre, or by dialling 110150#.
Mahday Saad al-Hebabi, 
Enterprise Business Unit 
director at Vodafone Qatar, 
said: “We are honoured to 
collaborate with Humood, one 
of the Middle East’s esteemed 
artists, to commemorate the 
holy month of Ramadan with 
the launch of our compelling 
new television commercial. 
“As families and loved ones 
come together during this 
special time, we are committed 
to facilitating connections 
through a range of exciting new 
off ers available to customers 
both locally and across the 
GCC.”
To find out more about 
Vodafone Qatar, visit www.
vodafone.qa

Vodafone Qatar embraces spirit of Ramadan



4 Gulf Times
Sunday, March 17, 2024

QATAR

Qatar seeks all-out eff orts 
to address Islamophobia
Qatar has called for adopting a 

comprehensive approach that 
addresses the root causes of Is-

lamophobia, stressing that disrespect 
for religions and incitement to religious 
hatred under the pretext of democratic 
rights and freedom of expression only 
leads to social disharmony and more hu-
man rights violations, which requires 
combating Islamophobia and eliminat-
ing intolerance in all its forms.

This came in a statement delivered by 
Second Secretary at the Permanent Del-
egation of Qatar to the UN Offi  ce in Ge-
neva Sheikh Sultan bin Khalid al-Thani, 
during a side event to celebrate the In-
ternational Day to Combat Islamopho-
bia, within the framework of the 55th 
session of the Human Rights Council.

Sheikh Sultan said that Islamophobia 

is not a new phenomenon, but rather 
has been renewed recently through the 
spread of misinformation, especially by 
political parties and leaders, pointing 
out that negative stereotypes and hatred 
against Muslims helped build popular 
support for their parties.

He explained that Islamophobia is 
spread in most cases through organised 
ideological campaigns using online and 
offl  ine media platforms and research 
centres, and with the support of extrem-
ist government policies and practices.

He expressed Qatar’s belief that meas-
ures to combat this phenomenon should 
follow a comprehensive approach that 
addresses the root causes of this prac-
tice.

On the occasion of the International 
Day to Combat Islamophobia, Sheikh 

Sultan called on countries to pledge soli-
darity and co-operation towards a world 
in which all peoples can live in peace and 
harmony, without fear of discrimina-
tion. (QNA)

Qatar underlines need to address 
root causes of global drug problem
QNA
Vienna

Qatar has underlined the need 
to address the root causes of 
the global drug problem and 

not just address its manifestations, 
in light of the expansion and diversity 
of drug types and markets, especially 
synthetic drugs, and the 23% increase 
in drug abuse over the past decade.

This came in a statement delivered 
by Qatar’s ambassador to Austria and 
its Permanent Representative to the 
UN and international organisations in 
Vienna HE Jassim Yacoub al-Hamma-
di, before the high-level segment of 
the 67th session of the UN Commis-
sion on Narcotic Drugs (CND), cur-
rently being held in Vienna.

Al-Hammadi called on the interna-
tional community to set implementa-
ble goals, within specific time frames, 
to achieve progress in reducing the 
supply and demand for drugs and en-
hance international co-operation.

He said that the global drug prob-
lem is not an isolated phenomenon 
from other criminal activities, espe-
cially corruption crimes and other 
forms of organised crime, on top of 
which is cybercrime, which has wit-
nessed a significant expansion in the 
use of the Internet for drug trade, 

and the crime of money laundering, 
especially drug trade money, which 
requires more efforts to uncover the 
links between these crimes and break 
the supply chains.

Al-Hammadi pointed out that com-
bating drugs and achieving the goals 
of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development go hand in hand 
and reinforce each other. He explained 
that the global drug problem under-
mines sustainable development ef-
forts, disturbs the balance of socie-
ties, and the security and economy of 
countries, and threatens international 
stability and security. 

Unfortunately, the joint efforts are 
still falling short of containing this 
epidemic, as indicated by the World 
Drug Report for 2023 issued by the UN 
Office on Drugs and Crime, al-Ham-
madi added.

He also considered that the legali-
sation of some types of drugs is one of 
the main challenges facing the process 
of tackling the global drug problem, 
calling for a reconsideration of legal-
ising the use of cannabis for purposes 
other than scientific and medical, 
since this legalisation was based on 
false perceptions about the harms of 
cannabis use. 

Reports by the International Nar-
cotics Control Board and numerous 
reliable medical and scientific insti-

tutions revealed that legalising can-
nabis use has serious immediate and 
long-term health implication on users 
and on society in general, he added.

Al-Hammadi touched on Qatar’s 
honouring of its pledges in the three 
drug control conventions, in the min-
isterial declarations, and in the action 
plans for the years 2009, 2014 and 
2019, as well as in the final declaration 
of the special session of the General 
Assembly for 2016.

In addition to law enforcement 
efforts and tightening control over 
ports of entry, Qatar gives high pri-
ority to preventive policies and pro-
grammes to fortify society, especially 
the youth, through education, aware-
ness and warning against falling into 
the clutches of this scourge, he said 
stressing that Qatar is proud of its 
national record in protecting its peo-
ple from drug scourge.

The ambassador also stressed Qa-
tar’s commitment to bilateral, as 
well as multilateral co-operation to 
combat illicit drug trafficking and its 
participation in the international coa-
lition to combat the dangers of syn-
thetic drugs, noting that it is currently 
finalising an agreement to finance a 
drug control programme in the Kyrgyz 
Republic for the years 2024-2025, im-
plemented by the UN Office on Drugs 
and Crime.

GCC countries stress need to 
combat religious intolerance

The Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) 
countries condemned discrimination 
and violence resulting from Islamo-

phobia, stressing the need for exerting collec-
tive eff orts and solidarity in combating reli-
gious intolerance and promoting a culture of 
peace and mutual understanding.

This came in a statement delivered by Dep-
uty Permanent Representative of the Perma-
nent Delegation of Qatar in Geneva Jawhara 
bint Abdulaziz al-Suwaidi, on behalf of the 
GCC countries, during the event held on the 
International Day to Combat Islamophobia, 
on the sidelines of the 55th session of the Hu-
man Rights Council.

The GCC countries welcomed the step 
taken by the international community in 
adopting the resolution that set the date for 
celebrating the International Day to Combat 
Islamophobia, calling for continued eff orts to 
confront the escalating challenges. 

The GCC countries also called on the in-
ternational community to strengthen ef-
forts aimed at providing a comprehensive 
understanding of Islamophobia and its con-
sequences, and to ensure that eff orts aimed 
at combating it are integrated into broader 
strategies to protect and promote human 
rights, in line with General Assembly resolu-
tion 76/254. (QNA)

GCC welcomes move
The Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) has welcomed the adoption by the UN General Assembly 
of a resolution on “Measures to Combat Islamophobia”, including condemning incitement 
to discrimination, hostility, or violence against Muslims and their sanctities, as well as the 
appointment of a special envoy by the UN to combat Islamophobia, coinciding with the 
International Day for Combating Islamophobia. In a statement yesterday, GCC Secretary-General 
Jasem Mohamed Albudaiwi aff irmed that the GCC countries support all international and national 
eff orts and resolutions that condemn violence, hatred, incitement, and extremism against all 
religions. He also urged all countries to adopt national laws, policies, and measures to prevent and 
combat religious hatred and hold perpetrators accountable. (QNA)

Qatar chairs Unesco Executive Board’s CR Committee Meeting
QNA
Paris

The meetings of the Committee on 
Conventions and Recommenda-
tions (CR Committee) of the Ex-

ecutive Board of the UN Educational, 
Scientifi c and Cultural Organisation 
(Unesco) are being held under the chair-

manship of HE the Permanent Repre-
sentative of Qatar to Unesco Dr Nasser 
bin Hamad al-Hanzab.

The committee is set to discuss issues 
related to the application of Unesco nor-
mative instruments, such as conventions 
and recommendations, entrusted to the 
Executive Board. It will also examine 
reports received from member states re-
garding the implementation of Unesco’s 

conventions and recommendations, and 
will study and discuss complaints re-
ceived by Unesco regarding issues and 
violations related to human rights in the 
areas of its jurisdiction, such as the right 
to education, the protection of educa-
tional institutions, the right to cultural 
life, and the protection of journalists.

The meetings of the Executive Board 
will continue through March 27.

Qatar observes 
Arab Human 
Rights Day
Qatar marked the Arab Human 
Rights Day, which falls on March 
16 of each year, the date when the 
Arab Charter on Human Rights 
entered into force. Held under 
the theme “Protecting the Family 
and Strengthening its Bonds”, the 
Arab Charter on Human Rights 
primarily aims to put human rights 
in the Arab states among their 
top and core national interests, 
imbue the Arab people with the 
traits of patriotism and pride in 
identity, in addition to preparing 
generations in the Arab states 
for a free and responsible life in a 
robust civil society that underpins 
correlation between awareness of 
rights and commitment to duties, 
prevailed by equality, tolerance and 
moderation values. To mark this 
occasion, the Director of Human 
Rights Department at the Ministry of 
Foreign Aff airs Dr Turki bin Abdullah 
Zaid al-Mahmoud emphasised the 
importance of values and principles 
advocated by the Arab Charter 
on Human Rights, particularly the 
promotion of human rights values 
and principles, peace, development, 
strengthening the principles of 
human dignity which is deep-rooted 
in all family members, espousing the 
values of equality and preventing 
discrimination among people within 
the framework of shared respect 
and tolerance. Qatar’s belief in the 
significance of human rights, as well 
as protecting and advancing them 
is not a new thing, but essentially 
stems from the tenets of the true 
Islamic religion, culture, Islamic and 
Arabic identity, and the constitution 
of Qatar which devoted its Part 3: 
Public Rights and Duties as one of 
the core human rights protected and 
promoted by the state, he said.
(QNA)
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Umrah trips in 
Ramadan expected 
to see major growth

Offi  cials in Qatar’s Haj and Umrah 
companies, travel agencies and 
tourism agencies expect a signifi -

cant growth in Umrah trips during Ram-
adan, with the number of pilgrims from 
Qatar rising up 20%, thanks to the provi-
sion of multiple-entry Saudi tourist visas 
for a full year.

They pointed out that their rates reach-
ing record highs for Umrah trips during the 
holy month, and confi rmed that the major-
ity of these trips are booked early, well be-
fore the start of Ramadan.

They added that they receive many in-
quiries daily about Umrah, which are ex-
pected to increase in the last ten days, and 
that there is a high demand for airline seats 
(60%) as well as for land travel (40%).

Writer and economic expert Ahmed Aql 
emphasised the importance of the Umrah 
season in stimulating the national econ-
omy, considering it one of the supporting 
activities and programmes for the tourism 
sector and one of its main incentives, as 
Umrah is part of mobility tourism and an 
important source of tourist income in most 
Arab and Islamic countries, especially af-
ter the recent facilitation in obtaining visas 
provided by Saudi Arabia to all residents of 
the Gulf Co-operation Council countries. 
The season contributes to activating bilat-
eral movement, which in turn helps to grow 
the market, as was evident during the past 
year, which witnessed a signifi cant increase 
in the number of visitors and pilgrims.

Aql expects the local market to grow by a 
rate ranging between 15-20%, thanks to the 
diverse activities hosted by Qatar, which 
have resulted in many receiving tourist vi-
sas, such as the Hayya card, granted to visi-
tors of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, the 
AFC Asian Cup Qatar 2023, and the Doha 
Expo, among other major events.

He added that the return of the imple-
mentation of these visas contributes sig-
nifi cantly to stimulating the local market, 
as everyone can now perform Umrah.

Aql believes that the aforementioned 
matters have played an active role in boost-
ing demand for Umrah, thus stimulating 
the local economy, as bringing relatives and 
others has doubled the demand for Haj and 
Umrah campaign services during the past 
period and the current season.

This has also boosted bookings in the lo-
cal goods market, due to the increased de-
mand for Ihram garments and other neces-
sities and clothes, purchased to perform the 
rituals, which undoubtedly supports and 
stimulates the national economy.

He pointed out that Umrah has common 
benefi ts that positively refl ect on the ex-
porting country of pilgrims and on the holy 
lands, especially during the holy month, 
specifi cally in the last ten days of Ram-
adan, where the booking ratio and demand 
increase signifi cantly annually, seeking re-
ward and compensation, leading to price 
hikes due to high demand.

He noted that bookings for fl ight seats 
from Doha to Jeddah range between 
QR2,300-2,600, while they may reach 
their peak in the last ten days to QR4,000, 
yet they sell out at a record time, while the 
prices of a shared room reach QR4,200, and 
QR6,000 for a single room, depending on 
its proximity to the holy mosque. 

Executive Director of Manasik for Haj 
and Umrah Sherif Karim Youssef confi rmed 
that Umrah contributes to stimulating and 
revitalising the local economy through the 
increasing demand for fl ight bookings. He 
added that many residents are inclined to 

arrange family visits during this time to 
gift them Umrah trips, thereby increasing 
the number of visitors to Qatar and conse-
quently revitalising the local economy.

He pointed out that the interest in Um-
rah during Ramadan has been increas-
ing annually due to the desire of many to 
spend the blessed month in Makkah and 
Madinah. Today, the demand is much 
greater, allowing various segments easier 
access to the holy lands, given the diversi-
ty of programmes offered by both air and 
land campaigns, meeting all preferences 
in terms of price, duration and product 
quality.

It is expected that the demand this sea-
son will surpass previous ones, especially 
since Makkah is considered the preferred 
destination for the majority of youth and 
families.

As for land trips, Youssef mentioned 
that there are fast trips over the weekends 
starting from QR750, 10-day trips starting 
from QR1,200, as well as trips via budget 
airlines starting from QR3,000, and final-
ly VIP trips starting from QR6,000.

Regarding land trips, he said there are 
bookings for two buses weekly until the 
end of Ramadan, and contracts have been 
made with the necessary hotels for these 
trips. As for air trips, he said that flights 
are distributed throughout the month 
with three flights for the first 20 days of 
Ramadan and two flights during the last 
ten days, with 40 tickets booked for each 
flight.

Executive Director of Tayyibah for Haj 
and Umrah Magdy Rizk Abdelhamid af-
firmed that Umrah in Ramadan represents 
a good source of income, with the pros-
perity of both air and land trips, visa issu-
ance, and shopping. He gave an example 
with 25 campaigns in Qatar that directly 
benefit from the season, during which 
diverse programmes for pilgrims are im-
plemented, reflecting on the performance 
of both air and land transportation compa-
nies. He added that Umrah activity is one of 
the main pillars of economic development, 
and there are other sectors benefi ting indi-
rectly, such as exchange offi  ces due to the 
demand for currency exchange, in addi-
tion to shops providing Umrah necessities 
like ihram and abayas. Also, travel agencies 
benefi t from the increased demand for air-
line tickets, especially during peak seasons, 
directly benefi ting Qatar Airways, the only 
national airline operating more than one 
fl ight per day to Jeddah and Madinah.

He noted that Umrah also stimulates 
land border traffi  c, besides providing job 
opportunities in campaigns, each of which 
requires at least four employees to manage, 
arrange and execute its programme.

Regarding land trip prices, he noted that 
at the beginning of the season, they ranged 
between QR600-850, with prices varying 
from one campaign to another depending 
on accommodation level and distance from 
the Haram. 

However, they significantly rise during 
the peak season, reaching QR950-1,000 
in Shaaban and QR1,200-1,300 in Ra-
madan, with prices for the last ten days 
reaching QR1,700. These prices are for 
10-day trips including Makkah and Madi-
nah. He noted meanwhile that air trips 
range from QR2,800-3,500 for five days 
including hotel, flight and internal trans-
portation. He did say however that he ex-
pects the rate to increase during Ramadan 
to QR4,500-5,500 depending on the hotel 
level. (QNA)

QIB launches ‘Transfer Salary & Finance’ 
campaign with QR100,000 cash bonus

Qatar Islamic Bank (QIB) has announced the launch of 
its cash bonus campaign to encourage customers to 
transfer their salaries and fi nances to QIB to receive 

a cash bonus of up to QR100,000.
From the beginning of the holy month of Ramadan and 

extending over two months until May 11, this campaign un-
folds as a unique and compelling opportunity for customers 
who have commitments with other banks to transfer them 
to QIB and receive a guaranteed cash bonus that can reach 
up to QR100,000.

This new off er presents a good opportunity to streamline 
customers’ commitments by combining multiple outstand-
ing fi nances into a single fi nance and reducing the value of 
monthly payments. 

Beyond the fi nancial incentives, customers can enjoy a 
suite of additional benefi ts designed to enhance their bank-
ing experience, including the added advantage of receiving a 
complimentary credit card, free for the fi rst year. 

Furthermore, they will be entitled to a complimentary 
subscription to MyBook, which off ers an array of exclusive 
deals and discounts across various establishments. Cus-
tomers can enjoy a grace period from instalments, with the 
minimum fi nance period being at least four years.

During the last few years, QIB has worked relentlessly to 
become a 24/7 service institution, off ering customers the 
possibility to perform their daily banking needs through its 
award-winning mobile app and Internet banking platforms 
in any location and at any time of the day. 

QIB’s digital off ering enables customers who wish to 
transfer their salaries and fi nances to the bank to open a 
new account through the QIB mobile app. The app also 
provides innovative features to simplify the banking expe-
rience by allowing customers to get instant fi nance, top up 
their fi nances, receive instant credit cards, and request fi -
nance postponements among 250 meaningful features and 
services.

Beyond digital banking, QIB off ers its products and serv-
ices through a modern branch network spread throughout 
Qatar, with key branches featuring distinctive centres with 
specialised relationship managers, focused on servicing 
specifi c customer segments: Private Banking Centres, Af-
fl uent Banking Centres, and Ladies Only Banking Centres.

QIB’s strategy is built on its position as a leading Islamic 

bank with deeply rooted customer relationships and strong 
engagement with the local community. The strategy is 
closely tied with Qatar National Vision 2030 and the bank’s 
commitment to support the diversifi cation of the economy, 
the development of a diverse and sustainable private sector, 
and the improvement of the fi nancial well-being of all its 
customers.

D Anand, QIB general manager – Personal Banking 
Group, stated: “We are pleased to unveil our cash bonus 
campaign, representing a signifi cant stride in our mission 
to elevate the fi nancial journey of our customers. 

“This initiative off ers the potential to attain substantial 
cash bonuses and exclusive benefi ts, while also refl ecting 
our dedication to transforming our customers’ fi nancial li-
abilities into rewarding opportunities.” 

He added: “We are inviting our existing customers to 
strengthen our relationship and get even more benefi ts as 
well as new customers to open their fi rst account and expe-
rience QIB’s outstanding services and commitment to each 
one of them.”

Available on the App Store, Google Play, and Huawei 
AppGallery, customers can download the QIB mobile app 
and easily self-register using their active ATM/debit card 
number and PIN. The app off ers customers the ability to 
have full control of their accounts, cards, and transactions, 
and to fulfi l all their banking requirements remotely.

Terms and Conditions apply. For more information, visit 
www.qib.com.qa/en-FinanceOff er

HMC reveals surge in organ 
donors, transplants in 2023
Dr Riadh Fadhil, director of the 

Qatar Organ Donation Centre 
(Hiba) noted that in 2023, there 

was a signifi cant increase in the number 
of organ donors and transplants in the 
country. 

“We had performed  82 kidney trans-
plants, 11 liver transplants, and three 
lung transplants in 2023,” said Dr Fadhil 
as Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC), 
in co-operation with Al Faisal Without 
Borders Foundation, launched the Ram-
adan campaign for voluntary organ and 
blood donation.

According to Dr Fadhil, the organ do-
nor registry in the country has about 
530,000 registered donors. “This rep-
resents nearly 25% of the adult popula-
tion in Qatar. There are now more kidney 
transplants performed each year due to 
the yearly doubling of the number of liv-
ing kidney donors to their family,” said 
Dr Fadhil.

Additionally, he noted that the organ 
donor registry has more than 100 na-
tionalities which is a remarkable accom-
plishment given that the registry was 
only established 12 years ago and posi-
tively correlates with the organ donation 
rate among all nationalities. 

As for the current campaign Dr Fadhil 
said, “During the campaign medical, 
nursing and administrative staff  of the 
Hiba centre’s awareness booth interact 

with members of the public to explain 
the centre’s vision, mission and objec-
tives. Inquiries from the public regarding 
organ donation and how crucial it is to 
saving lives are answered by the medical 
team. Registration for organ donation is 
also facilitated for those who wish to join 
and donors can receive their donor card 
on the spot,” Dr Riadh said.

According to Siddiqa al-Mahmoudi, 
medical director and head of the Blood 
Donor Recruitment Section, HMC, the 
campaigns for voluntary blood donation 
represent an extension of the interac-
tive and community fi eld campaign and 
help ensure a suffi  cient stock of diff erent 
blood groups. She added: “This is due to 
the signifi cant eff orts coupled with the 
promotion of voluntary donation culture 

made by HMC, and refl ects the outcome 
of the vital role played by Qatar Blood 
Donation Centre on a general level, 
along with interactive engagement and 
national initiatives in which individuals 
and institutions participate.”

“For the fi eld campaign, the blood do-
nation team is available in the Ramadan 
campaign on the fi rst fl oor of the City 
Center Mall from 8pm until midnight, 
and the mobile blood donation units 
are also available in diff erent locations 
in malls, shopping centres, markets, 
and cultural events to encourage blood 
donors. Qatar National Blood Donation 
Centre is open from Sunday to Thursday 
from 8am until 1 pm and from 6pm un-
til midnight, and on Saturday from 6pm 
until midnight,” al-Mahmoudi added.

Off icials at the launch of the Ramadan campaign for organ and blood donation.

Ramadan campaign for organ donation launched
From Page 1

Nayef al-Shamari, executive director of Media Department 
at HMC, said: “The continuous success of the annual blood 
and organ donation campaign confi rms the signifi cant aware-
ness among the public to support and enrich the blood bank 
inventory, as well as their willingness to register in the organ 
donor registries. We thank all our supporters in this campaign 
and hope that it contributes to spreading the culture of donat-
ing the gift of life through blood or organs.”

The campaign has achieved notable success in the past years, 
attracting a large number of blood donors and organ donors. 
The Blood Donation Centre and the Qatar Organ Donation 
Centre (Hiba) activate their respective plans to organise fi eld 
campaigns and leverage Ramadan events held throughout the 
holy month, in major commercial centres, cultural, social, and 
youth centres with high public attendance. Launching the or-

gan donation campaign during the blessed month of Ramadan 
is part of the national campaign executed by Hiba, continuing 
throughout the year. This campaign targets various locations in 
Doha and other cities to attract organ donors among citizens 
and residents, under the National Organ Transplant Program 
supervised by HMC. 

Dr Riadh Fadhil, director of Hiba confi rmed that booths are be-
ing provided by the national organ donation campaign at seven 
shopping centres. These booths are currently being set up and 
are scheduled to open during the month of Ramadan. “During the 
campaign medical, nursing and administrative staff  of the Hiba 
centre’s awareness booth interact with members of the public to 
explain the centre’s vision, mission, and objectives. Inquiries from 
the public regarding organ donation and how crucial it is to saving 
lives are answered by the medical team. Registration for organ do-
nation is also facilitated for those who wish to join, and donors can 
receive their donor card on the spot,” Dr Fadhil added.

Green Tent discusses Shariah view on PWCDs fasting
The second symposium of the Green Tent 
programme discussed fasting Ramadan 
by patients with chronic diseases 
(PWCDs) from the Shariah perspectives, 
along with the medical tips that must be 
pursued by PWCDs during daylight.
The physicians, academics and religious 
scholars participating at the symposium 
determined specific cases in which people 
should fast or not by focusing on the 
Shariah licenses and evidence derived 
from the Holy Qur’an and the Prophetic 
Sunnah, the consequences of ignoring 
medical warnings for those who are fasting, 
the diseases brought by contemporary 
civilisation, and their impact on the fasting 
person, in addition to the psychological 
eff ects resulting from the patient’s inability 
to fast. The participants underscored 
the importance of PWCDs pursuing the 
instructions of modern medicine with 
respect to fasting and breaking the fast 

to protect health, pointing out that in 
some cases fasting could pose a threat to 
patients’ health, prompting them to solicit 
counselling from supervisor physician 
before fasting.
People with diabetes, blood pressure, older 
people, as well as liver, stomach ulcers 
and heart patients require special care, as 
those patients need to drink extra water 
and stay fully hydrated during the day, they 
highlighted, indicating that the Shariah 
perspectives on PWCDs fasting during 
Ramadan hinge upon the physicians’ 

instructions, since Shariah intends to save 
human lives. The symposium concluded 
that physicians’ instructions must be 
heeded in the case of PWCDs, and those 
who do not fast must make charitable 
compensation as Muslims for intentionally 
breaking any fasts which is called 
“Kaff arah”. They emphasised that in case 
of any impending danger that could pose 
a direct threat to humans, Muslims must 
break their fast without making default 
or neglecting prescribed Islamic pillar. 
(QNA)
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Reward for providing 
a fasting person with 
food to break fast
Zaid ibn Khalid Al-Juha-

ni, may Allah be pleased 
with him, reported that 

the Messenger of Allah  sallal-
laahu ‘alaihi wa sallam (may Al-
lah exalt his mention), said: “He 
who provides a fasting person 
with something to break his fast, 
will earn the same reward as the 
one who was observing the fast, 
without diminishing in any way 
the reward of the latter.” [Re-
ported by At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Ma-
jah, and Ibn Hibban, and classi-
fi ed as authentic by At-Tirmidhi 
and Ibn Hibban]

The wording reported by Ibn 
Khuzaimah and An-Nasa’i: “He 
who equips a Ghazi (fi ghter in the 
way of Allah or a pilgrim, looks 
after the dependants of a Ghazi 
or a pilgrim in their absence, or 
provides a fasting person with 
something to break his fast, will 
earn the same reward, without 
diminishing in any way their re-
ward.”

Overview of the Hadith:
One of the blessings which Al-

lah, the Almighty, has bestowed 
on His believing servants is that 
He has prescribed co-operation 
in righteousness and piety. Al-
lah, the Almighty, says: {And 
co-operate in righteousness and 
piety.} [Qur’an 5: 2] Allah grants 
rewards for inviting people to 
good and righteousness. Among 
the acts for which Allah grants 
rewards is providing the fast-
ing person with something to 
break his fast, because the fast-
ing person is enjoined to hasten 
to break his fast. Therefore, if 
a Muslim provides the fasting 
person with something to break 
his fast (whether voluntary or 
obligatory fasting), he will earn 
the same reward of the fasting 
person, without diminishing in 
any way the reward of the later. 

Imam Al-Manawi mentioned in 
his book “Fayd Al-Qadir” that 
the Hadith: “He who provides a 
fasting person with something to 
break his fast, will earn the same 
reward as the one who was ob-
serving the fast” means that the 
one who provides something to 
a fasting person to break his fast 
will receive the same reward as 
the fasting person, not that the 
fasting person will gain the re-
ward earned by the person who 
provides him with something to 
break his fast. 

The reward here means the 
reward of fasting, which is a gen-
eral reward that will be gained by 
the person who is able to provide 
the fasting person with some-
thing to break his fast. It was said 

that providing the fasting per-
son with something to break his 
fast means providing the least 
amount of food with which the 
fasting person breaks his fast, 
such as one date. It was also said 
that it means providing the fast-
ing person with food that makes 
him sated, because this will ben-
efi t the fasting person through-
out the night and may make him 
in no need of the predawn meal. 
However, the apparent meaning 
of the Hadith is that if one pro-
vides a fasting person with even 
one date to break his fast, he will 
receive the same reward of the 
fasting person. This is not diffi  -
cult for Allah.

While explaining the word-
ing of Ibn Khuzaimah and An-
Nasa’i, Imam At-Taibi said: “The 
fasting person was mentioned 
along with the fi ghter in the 
cause of Allah because both of 
them are engaged in Jihad against 
Allah’s enemies, and the greater 
Jihad was given precedence.” The 
fasting person strives against his 
own self when he abstains from 
food, drink, and sexual desire, 
out of obedience to Allah’s com-
mand.

Ibn Battal reported that Imam 
At-Tabari said: “This Hadith in-
dicates that whoever helps a be-
liever with any good act, will gain 
the same reward of the person he 
helps.” 

Therefore, how happy the 
people who help others do pi-
ous and good acts will be! Ac-
cordingly, we should be keen to 
provide the fasting people with 
something to break their fast, es-
pecially if they are poor or do not 
have anyone to prepare food for 
them to break their fast.

Article source: http://www.
islamweb.net/emainpage/

Qatar Charity provides 
Ramadan food baskets to 
displaced people in Sudan
Qatar Charity launched its 

Ramadan campaign “End-
less Giving” in Sudan by 

providing food baskets on the fi rst 
and second days of the holy month 
of Ramadan to the displaced in 
shelters in Port Sudan.

Qatar Charity’s teams began 
distributing food baskets in 11 
shelter centres and continued 
their work on the second day of 
Ramadan, by distributing Ram-
adan baskets to support the cen-
tral kitchens in two shelter centres 
in Port Sudan.

Nader Abdul Karim, supervi-
sor of the shelters in the Red Sea 
State, said that they were con-
fused because there were needs for 
many important food items in the 

shelter centres for the displaced, 
but Qatar Charity intervened by 
providing Ramadan baskets at the 
appropriate time.

These projects come within Qa-
tar Charity’s ““Endless Giving” 
campaign to help families aff ected 
by war, the families of orphans, 
the sponsored, and the neediest 
families in Sudan by contributing 
to provide them with the neces-
sary materials during Ramadan, 
for those fasting in Ramadan. 

Qatar Charity will continue 
to provide baskets of food in the 
coming days and bringing joy to 
the families of orphans, the spon-
sored and the neediest groups, as 
3,900 baskets are scheduled to be 
distributed in the fi rst phase to 

more than 23,000 benefi ciaries.
Al-Moez Abdel Moneim, gen-

eral supervisor of the two shelter 
centres, said, “We thank Qatar 
Charity for supporting the unifi ed 
kitchen in which food is prepared 
at the shelter centre.”

Umm Mohamed, one of the 
displaced women, explained that 
providing the Ramadan basket 
had a positive and signifi cant im-
pact on the displaced people in the 
shelter centres. 

She praised the speedy delivery 
of baskets from charitable people 
in Qatar to the displaced in the 
camps, as the food supplies in the 
Ramadan baskets will be used to 
make Iftar for those fasting at the 
shelter centres.

QRCS prepares aid for vulnerable 
people during Ramadan

QRCS geared up to help 
vulnerable people during 
Ramadan.

Long before the start of the 
holy month of Ramadan 1445 
AH, the Qatar Red Crescent So-
ciety (QRCS) personnel  inside 
and outside Qatar began the 
preparation and execution of Ra-
madan Campaign 1445 AH #Du-
tyToHelp.

The funds raised from the be-
nevolent people of Qatar will be 
used to implement numerous 
humanitarian and development 
projects for the benefi t of 1.6mn 
people around the world during 
and after the holy month of Ra-
madan. In Qatar, QRCS’ Volun-
teering and Local Development 
Division is undertaking diverse 
development, social and volun-
teering programmes/projects for 
the benefi t of the most vulner-
able groups.

The Volunteering Section is 
co-ordinating with other QRCS 
departments to engage volun-
teers in the Ramadan Iftar project 
in Qatar, by distributing fresh 
Iftar meals and Ramadan provi-
sions parcels to poor families and 
expatriate workers. Community 
Development Section under its 
multiple initiatives, is co-ordi-

nating with the competent au-
thorities to make charitable vis-
its to certain groups during the 
holy month of Ramadan.

The Community Care Section 
is implementing the Ramadan 
Iftar project in Qatar by distrib-
uting food coupons to approxi-
mately 47,000 benefi ciaries from 
families registered with social 
assistance services, to help them 
purchase the food and other 
items they need during the fast-
ing month. Special focus is given 
to low-income families, divorced 
women, widows, older people, 
persons with special needs and 
families of penitentiary inmates. 
The section also continues to im-
plement its regular programmes 
of distributing cash and monthly 
assistance to poor families, to 
help them pay for the costs of 
living. On Ramadan 15, QRCS 
will hold the Garangao celebra-
tion, with food coupons and gifts 

to bring joy and happiness to the 
hearts of poor families and their 
children. QRCS will be imple-
menting international activities 
during Ramadan, through its 
foreign representation offi  ces/
missions, and in co-ordination 
with fellow National Societies 
in the host countries. The key 
project is Ramadan Iftar, which 
involves distributing food par-
cels to more than 234,000 poor 
benefi ciaries in 18 countries.

The target countries are: Pal-
estine (Gaza and the West Bank), 
Syria, Yemen, Somalia, Afghani-
stan, Sudan, Bangladesh, Niger, 
Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan, Albania, 
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kosovo, 
Mongolia, Mauritania, and Dji-
bouti. There will be other Ra-
madan charitable initiatives in 
poor countries, such as Zakat-
ul-Fitr, Eid Clothing, and food 
security projects such as sup-
porting bakeries with fl our to 
produce and distribute bread on 
a daily basis to fasting people and 
poor families. 

In addition to the Ramadan-
specifi c projects, QRCS’ fun-
draising campaign will help 
implement a whole plan of 
humanitarian projects/pro-
grammes until the year-end. 

Qatar Charity’s teams began distributing food baskets in 11 shelter centres.

Good supply stabilises sheep 
prices at the local market

The retail prices of sheep at Al Wakra Central Mar-
ket have fallen considerably over the past few days, 
dropping by almost 15% compared to the prices be-

fore the advent of the holy month of Ramadan.
Speaking to local Arabic daily Arrayah, a number of sell-

ers and workers at the sheep market at Al Wakra stressed 
that the abundance of the numbers of sheep on display at 
the market alongside the introduction of the national ini-
tiative to encourage local livestock production and subsi-

dising the prices of sheep for 2024 have helped 
in reducing prices, even though the demand has 
been considerably high, especially during the 
fi rst week of Ramadan.

They also pointed out that around 75% of the 
sheep on display at the market are of Iranian 
origin with the other varieties being mostly lo-
cal and Jordanian, with prices ranging from 
QR1,200 to QR1,300 a head. There are also lo-
cally produced sheep that could sell at QR950 to 
QR1,000 a head. Barn owners and workers at the 
market stressed that the traders were very keen 
to stock enough amounts at their barns ahead 
of Ramadan to cater for the expected rising de-
mand as it is considered one of the best season.

Karam Hammam, barn worker, stressed 
that the numbers of sheep available current-
ly at Al Wakra Central Market has gradually 
risen ahead of Ramadan, reaching a consider-
ably high figure almost 10 days ahead of Ram-
adan. He said that the retail prices for a sheep 
amounted to QR1,600 a few days before the 
start of Ramadan. However, within the first 
week of Ramadan, prices started to drop and 
stabilise in spite of the steady demand.

Abdualla Adam, sheep seller, noted that 
most customers prefer to buy their sheep a 
few days before the start of Ramadan, so they 
can stock enough meat in their refrigerators. 
Accordingly, the number of the sold heads 
per day has started to drop within the second 
week of Ramadan. Hamadan Abdulrhman, a 
seller, pointed out that the demand amount 
has started to drop at the market, and there 
are abundant numbers of sheep of different 
varieties at the barns of the market. 

Salah Ahmed, another seller, said that the 
rate of sales at the market is stable at the 
market now and it is expected that it would 
increase over the coming weeks. The pric-
es would remain the same due to the good 
amounts available at the barns.
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UN agency in Gaza says one in three children under 2 is acutely malnourished

Reuters
Gaza

One in three children under 
age 2 in northern Gaza is 
now acutely malnourished 

and famine is looming, the main 
UN agency operating in the Pales-
tinian enclave said yesterday.

“Children’s malnutrition is 
spreading fast and reaching un-
precedented levels in Gaza,” the 
UN Relief and Works Agency for 

Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) said 
in a social media post.

More than fi ve months into Is-
rael’s air and ground campaign in 
Gaza, triggered by Hamas fi ghters’ 
storming of Israel in the fi rst week 
of October, much of the enclave 
is in ruins with most of its 2.3mn 
population displaced and facing a 
major humanitarian crisis.

Hospitals in Gaza have reported 
some children dying of malnutri-
tion and dehydration.

The international food insecu-

rity watchdog, the IPC, is expect-
ed to report soon on the extent of 
the hunger crisis in Gaza after say-
ing in December there was a risk 
of famine in the projection period 
through May.

For the IPC to declare famine, at 
least 20% of the population must 
be suff ering extreme food short-
ages, with one in three children 
acutely malnourished and two 
people out of every 10,000 dying 
daily from starvation or malnutri-
tion and disease.

Western countries have called 
on Israel to do more to allow in aid, 
with the UN saying it faced “over-
whelming obstacles” including 
crossing closures, onerous vet-
ting, restrictions on movement 
and unrest inside Gaza.

Israel says it puts no limit on 
humanitarian aid for civilians in 
Gaza and blames slow aid deliv-
ery on incapacity or ineffi  ciency 
among UN agencies.

Air and sea relief deliveries into 
Gaza have started, but aid agen-

cies say these are no substitute for 
bringing in supplies by land.

A fi rst delivery into Gaza by the 
World Central Kitchen, pioneer-
ing a new sea route via Cyprus, 
arrived on Thursday and was off -
loaded, the charity said.

Israel has accused UNRWA of 
complicity with Hamas, saying 
some staff  members took part in 
the October fi rst week storming 
and calling for the agency to be 
dismantled. Several major donors 
have paused funding over the alle-

gations. UNRWA denies complic-
ity with Hamas and said in Febru-
ary that it had dismissed 12 of its 
13,000 staff  in Gaza shortly after 
Israel accused them of involve-
ment. The UN oversight body 
and UNRWA itself have launched 
investigations that have yet to 
report.

European Union humanitar-
ian chief Janez Lenarcic said on 
Thursday he had seen no evi-
dence from Israel yet to back up 
its accusations.

Gaza air strike 
kills 36 relatives
AFP 
Gaza Strip 

Displaced by Israeli bom-
bardment, the Tabatibi 
family gathered in central 

Gaza to eat together during the 
fi rst Friday night of Ramadan, 
a scene that soon turned into a 
bloodbath.

An air strike hit the building 
where they were staying as women 
prepared the pre-fasting meal, 
killing 36 members of the family, 
survivors said yesterday.

The health ministry in Hamas-
run Gaza, which provided the 
same death toll, blamed Israel for 
the strike in Nuseirat, while the 
Israeli military said it was looking 
into the incident.

“This is my mother, this is my 
father, this is my aunt, and these 
are my brothers,” 19-year-old 
Mohamed al-Tabatibi, whose left 
hand was injured in the strike, 
said through tears at the Al-Aqsa 
Martyrs Hospital in nearby Deir 
al-Balah.

“They bombed the house while 
we were in it. My mother and my 
aunt were preparing the Suhoor 
food. They were all martyred.” He 
spoke as bodies were spread out 
in the hospital courtyard, then 
stacked on a truck to be driven to 
a cemetery.

Because there were not enough 
body bags, some of the dead — 
including at least two children 
— were wrapped in white cloth 
stained with blood, AFPTV foot-
age showed.

The fi rst Friday of Ramadan, 
the fasting month which began 
on Monday, passed peacefully in 
Israeli-annexed east Jerusalem, 
despite concerns about tensions at 
the sacred Al-Aqsa Mosque com-
pound.

But it was a diff erent story in 
Gaza. The strike in Nuseirat was 
one of 60 “deadly air strikes” 
reported overnight by the press 
offi  ce of the Hamas-run govern-
ment, from Gaza City in the north 
to Rafah in the south.

“This is a bloody night, a very 
bloody night,” said Salama Maar-
ouf of the Hamas-run government 
media offi  ce.

The war in Gaza erupted with 
Hamas’ unprecedented October 
fi rst week storming of southern 
Israel. 

Israel’s retaliatory military 
campaign to destroy Hamas has 
killed at least 31,553 people, most-
ly women and children, accord-
ing to the Hamas-run territory’s 
health ministry.

In Rafah, where the majority of 
Gaza’s 2.4mn people have sought 
refuge, more bloodshed is feared 
after Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s offi  ce said on 
Friday he had approved plans for a 
military operation there.

Yet even before any such opera-
tion begins, air strikes continue, 
including one early yesterday that 
witnesses said killed Issa Duhair, 
the muezzin of a mosque, along 
with his two sons.

Mahmoud Duhair, a 41-year-
old relative who lives nearby, de-
scribed the muezzin as “a good 
man” who, as usual, dutifully per-
formed the call to prayer before 
dawn yesterday, then went to eat 
with his family “when his house 
was struck”.

Back in Nuseirat, in central 
Gaza, Yussef Tabatibi said the 
true toll of the strike that killed 36 
members of his family could rise.

“Some of the martyrs we are 
unable to retrieve. We lack equip-
ment, bulldozers, machinery, or 
anything else, “ he said, his hands 
and sweatshirt covered with dust 
from trying to clear rubble. “We 
retrieve them only with our hands. 
We brought shovels and hammers, 
but to no avail. Look at the extent 
of the destruction.”

In Gaza, there are no 
more ‘normal-sized 
babies’: UN offi  cial
AFP 
UN 

The humanitarian situation 
in Gaza is a “nightmare” 
for mothers and babies, 

with doctors reporting small and 
sickly newborns, stillbirths and 
women forced to undergo C-
sections without adequate an-
aesthesia, a UN offi  cial said.

“I’m personally leaving Gaza 
this week terrifi ed for the 1mn 
women and girls of Gaza... and 
most especially for the 180 wom-
en who are giving birth every 
single day,” Dominic Allen, UN 
Population Fund (UNFPA) rep-
resentative for the state of Pales-
tine, said in a video news confer-
ence from Jerusalem.

“Doctors are reporting that 
they no longer see normal-
sized babies,” Allen said after 
visiting hospitals still provid-
ing maternity services in the 
north of Gaza, where need is 
especially great.

“What they do see though, 
tragically, is more stillborn 

births... and more neonatal 
deaths, caused in part by mal-
nutrition, dehydration and 
complications.” 

The numbers of complicated 
deliveries are roughly twice 
what they were before the war 
with Israel began — with moth-
ers stressed, fearful, underfed 
and exhausted — and caregivers 
often lacking necessary sup-
plies.

“We have had reports of in-
sufficient anaesthetic being 
available” for Caesarean sec-
tions, “which again is unthink-
able.” “Those mothers should 
be wrapping their arms around 
their children,” he said. 

“Those children should not 
be wrapped in a body bag.” 

Israel has defended its poli-
cies as it pursues its stated goal 
of destroying Hamas, saying the 
UN should send more aid to the 
war-ravaged territory, pushing 
back on reports by the UN and 
NGOs that cumbersome Israeli 
inspections are blocking food 
and other essentials.

Allen said Israeli authorities 

had refused to allow in some 
UNFPA supply shipments, such 
as kits for midwives, or had re-
moved supplies like flashlights 
and solar panels.

“It’s a nightmare which is 
much more than a humanitar-
ian crisis,” he said. “It is a crisis 
of humanity... beyond cata-
strophic.” What he saw while 
driving through Gaza, he said, 
“really broke my heart.” Every-
one he passed or spoke to, Allen 
said, “was gaunt, emaciated, 
hungry” and exhausted from 
the daily struggle to survive.

At one military checkpoint, 
he said, he saw a boy who ap-
peared to be about five years 
old walking with his hands held 
high, clearly frightened, as his 
slightly older sister followed 
behind, holding a white flag.

The war began in the fi rst 
week of October after a surprise 
storming by Hamas fi ghters.

Israel’s retaliatory campaign 
has killed at least 31,490 people 
in Gaza, most of them women 
and children, according to the 
health ministry.

US, Jordan conduct joint 
aid airdrop to Gaza
Reuters 
Washington 

US and Jordanian aircraft 
yesterday dropped food 
supplies to Palestin-

ian civilians trapped in the Gaza 
Strip in a joint humanitarian aid 
operation, US Central Command 
said.

The airdrops by a US Air Force 
C-130 aircraft and a Royal Jor-
danian Air Force C-130 aircraft 
came as the main UN agency 
working in the enclave said that 
one in three children under age 
two is acutely malnourished. It 
warned of looming famine.

In a statement, US Central 
Command called the airdrops 
“part of a sustained eff ort and 
we continue to plan follow-on 
aerial deliveries.” Much of Gaza 
lies in ruins and its 2.3mn Pales-
tinian residents face serious food 
shortages more than fi ve months 
after Israel launched an air and 
ground off ensive following the 
October fi rst week storming into 

Israel by Hamas fi ghters.
Queen Rania of Jordan, in a 

CNN interview, called the airdrops 
“literally just drops in the ocean 
of unmet needs” and she accused 
Israel of “cutting off  everything 
that is required to sustain a human 
life: food, fuel, medicine, water.” 
Countries should not be using the 
airdrops “as an excuse” for not 

pressing Israel into agreeing to an 
“immediate and sustained cease-
fi re, opening all access points into 
Gaza” and streamlining the proc-
ess of inspecting aid shipments, 
she said.

The US, Israel’s main ally, and 
other countries have been urging 
Israel to allow more humanitarian 
aid into Gaza. 

Palestinians search the rubble of the Tabatibi family home following overnight Israeli bombardment west of 
the Nuseirat refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip, yesterday.

This handout picture released by the Jordanian army yesterday, 
shows members of the Jordanian army aboard a German military 
aircraft preparing humanitarian aid parcels before an airdrop mission 
over the northern Gaza Strip, amid the ongoing conflict between 
Israel and the Hamas group.

Palestinians react at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah where 
relatives pulled from the rubble of the Tabatibi family home were 
transported yesterday.

Youths kill 16 Nigerian 
troops on communal 
peace mission
AFP
Lagos

Sixteen Nigerian soldiers have 
been killed on a mission to 
halt clashes between two 

communities in the southern state 
of Delta, an army spokesman said 
yesterday.

The troops deployed in the Bo-
madi region “were surrounded 
by some community youths and 
killed on Thursday, March 14,” 
Brigadier General Tukur Gusau 
said in a statement.

“The reinforcement team... was 
also attacked leading to the death 
of the Commanding offi  cer, two 
majors, one captain and 12 sol-

diers,” said Gusau, acting director 
of defence information.

The soldiers had “responded to 
a distress call” following trouble 
between the Okuama and Okoloba 
communities. “The Chief of De-
fence Staff , General Christopher 
Gwabin Musa, has directed the 
immediate investigation and ar-
rest of those involved in the hei-
nous crime,” the statement said.

“So far, a few arrests have been 
made while steps (are) in place to 
unravel the motive behind the at-
tack.”

According to local media re-
ports, the two communities have 
clashed repeatedly over land own-
ership in recent weeks leaving sev-
eral people dead.

Inferno destroys prestigious 
Arab fi lm studio in Cairo
AFP
Cairo

A major fi re in Cairo destroyed one of the 
Arab world’s most prestigious and oldest 
fi lm production houses, founded 80 years 

ago, an AFP journalist said.
Flames overtook the Al-Ahram Studio in Cai-

ro’s Giza district, burning everything inside and 
spreading to three surrounding buildings which 
were evacuated before the blaze reached them.

Residents of the neighbouring buildings were 
still sleeping on the ground in nearby streets at 
dawn yesterday, the AFP journalist reported.

Deadly fi res are a common hazard in Egypt, 
where fi re codes are rarely enforced and emer-
gency services are often slow to arrive.

In this case, security sources said there were no 
deaths, though some people suff ering smoke in-
halation were treated at the scene.

Local media reported that the fi re broke out 

24 hours after fi lming fi nished for a Ramadan 
television series. The holy fasting month of Ra-
madan, which began last Monday, accounts for 
peak viewership in Egypt and the rest of the Arab 
world.

The cause of the fi re is still unknown, and fi re-
fi ghters needed more than six hours to extinguish 
it, according to the security sources.

Guinea electricity 
chief sacked after 
power cut protests

Guinea announced yesterday that 

the head of its national electricity 

company had been sacked after 

repeated power cuts sparked 

deadly protests in the military-

ruled country, AFP reported from 

Conakry.

Laye Sekou Camara of Electricity 

in Guinea (EDG) was dismissed 

along with his two deputies, Fode 

Soumah and Abdoulaye Kone, 

in a decree signed by junta chief 

General Mamady Doumbouya.

The managing director and deputy 

of Guinea’s national oil company 

were also dismissed in a separate 

decree. “Those responsible for 

this situation (linked to the power 

cuts) owe us an explanation and 

everyone must take their share 

of responsibility,” Prime Minister 

Amadou Oury Bah told the press 

on Friday. The decision comes 

after two children, aged eight and 

14, were shot dead amid violent 

protests on Tuesday in Kindia.

A firefighters cools the area still smouldering after 
a fire at the Al-Ahram Studio and surrounding 
buildings in Cairo’s Giza district, yesterday.
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N Korea refers to Kim’s daughter by term reserved for ‘top leaders’: analysts
AFP
Seoul

North Korean state media 
yesterday referred to lead-
er Kim Jong-un’s teen-

age daughter as a “great person of 
guidance”, employing a term usu-
ally reserved for senior leaders and 
hinting at her status as a potential 
successor, analysts said.

Both the English- and Korean-
language versions of an offi  cial Ko-
rean Central News Agency report 
on Kim and his daughter’s visit to 
a greenhouse farm used the plural 
form of the honorifi c, suggesting it 
applied to both of them. “The great 
persons of guidance, together with 
cadres of the Party, the govern-

ment and the military, went round 
the farm,” read the English-lan-
guage report, which ran with im-
ages of the pair.

Analysts said it was the fi rst time 
Kim’s daughter -- never named 
by Pyongyang’s state media, but 
identifi ed as Ju Ae by South Korean 
intelligence -- had been described 
as such by the North. “This is the 
fi rst expression of elevating Kim Ju 
Ae to the ranks of” a leader, Yang 
Moo-jin, president of the Univer-
sity of North Korean Studies in 
Seoul, told AFP.

The North Korean term “hy-
angdo” -- meaning guidance -- is 
typically only reserved for “top 
leaders or successors” of the iso-
lated regime, said Cheong Seong-
chang, director of Center for Kore-

an Peninsula Strategy at the Sejong 
Institute. “This level of personal 
worship for Kim Ju Ae strongly 
suggests that she will succeed 
Kim Jong-un as the next leader of 
North Korea,” Cheong added.

Kim Jong-un -- the grandson of 
North Korea’s founding leader Kim 
Il Sung and the third generation of 
the Kim family to lead the country 
-- married his wife Ri Sol Ju in 2009, 
according to Seoul’s spy agency.

Ju Ae was fi rst introduced to the 
world by Pyongyang’s state media 
in 2022, when she accompanied 
her father to the launch of an in-
tercontinental ballistic missile. 
She has since been seen at many of 
her father’s offi  cial engagements, 
including military drills, a visit to 
a weapons factory, a stop at a new 

chicken farm and a military parade.
In an image released by 

Pyongyang on Saturday, Ju Ae was 
seen using binoculars to observe 
recent paratroop drills, stand-
ing beside her father and senior 
military offi  cials. Prior to 2022, the 
only confi rmation of her existence 
had come from former NBA star 
Dennis Rodman, who made a visit 
to the North in 2013 and claimed 
he’d met a baby daughter of Kim’s 
called Ju Ae.

Seoul had initially indicated that 
Kim and his wife Ri had their fi rst 
child, a boy, in 2010, and that Ju 
Ae was their second child. But last 
year, Seoul’s unifi cation minister 
said that the government was “un-
able to confi rm for sure” the exist-
ence of Kim’s son.

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and his daughter Ju Ae visiting the 
Gangdong Comprehensive Greenhouse in Pyongyang.

North Korean leader Kim 
oversees paratroop drills
AFP
Seoul

North Korea’s Kim Jong-un oversaw paratroop drills aimed at 
showing his soldiers’ ability to occupy an “enemy region at a 
stroke”, state media said Saturday, days after the most recent an-

nual US-South Korean military exercise.
Pyongyang has shown particular sensitivity towards the joint air 

force exercises conducted by Washington and Seoul, with experts not-
ing that the North’s air force is considered to be the weakest link in its 
military. Pyongyang’s latest training overseen by Kim was “aimed at in-
specting the paratroopers’ readiness to be mobilised for any operational 
plan in surprise wartime circumstances” and judging their capabilities, 
Pyongyang’s offi  cial Korean Central News Agency reported.

The troops demonstrated “their perfect combat capability to occupy 
the enemy region at a stroke once an order is issued”, it added.

Kim stressed the importance of “applying realistic and scientifi c train-
ing methods” for “achieving maximum fi ghting effi  ciency on actual bat-
tlefi elds as required by modern warfare”, it added.

The North Korean leader also showed “great satisfaction” as his air-
borne soldiers “occupied the simulated main enemy military targets at 
once”, KCNA said.

Images released by Pyongyang’s offi  cial Rodong Sinmun newspaper 
showed Kim’s young daughter, Ju Ae, using binoculars to observe the 
drills, standing beside her father and senior military offi  cials.

In another image, troops on the ground get into position as scores of 
paratroopers can be seen drifting to the ground from above in the back-
ground.

The latest report from Pyongyang comes just days after it announced 
that Kim drove a “new-type main battle tank” that the North claimed 
was the “most powerful in the world”. Seoul and Washington this week 
wrapped up their annual large-scale Freedom Shield exercises – involv-
ing missile interception and air assault drills, among others – with double 
the number of troops participating compared to 2023.

Pyongyang last week warned that the South and the United States 
would pay a “dear price” over the Freedom Shield drills, and later an-
nounced that Kim had guided a large-scale artillery drill involving a unit 
that it said was capable of striking the South Korean capital. Earlier this 
week, South Korean Defence Minister Shin Won-sik visited the head-
quarters of the army’s Special Warfare Command during the Washing-
ton-Seoul drills, which involved “mastering advanced combat skills”.

This included “clearing operations” inside North Korea’s “key facili-
ties” in case of an attack by Pyongyang.

“If Kim Jong-un wages war, you should become the world’s strongest 
special warfare unit that quickly removes the enemy’s leadership,” Shin 
said during the visit. So far this year, Pyongyang has declared South Ko-
rea its “principal enemy”, jettisoned agencies dedicated to reunifi cation 
and outreach, and threatened war over “even 0.001 mm” of territorial 
infringement.

Crisis-hit 
Sri Lankan 
economy 
rebounds 
as tourists 
return
AFP
Colombo

Sri Lanka’s economy re-
bounded strongly in the 
fourth quarter of 2023 from 

the island nation’s unprecedented 
fi nancial crisis as tourism arrivals 
rose, the government said Satur-
day. Agriculture, industries and 
services boosted the expansion 
to 4.5% in the December quarter 
compared to a 12.4% contraction a 
year earlier, the census and statis-
tics department said.

It added however that the econ-
omy shrank by 2.4% overall during 
2023 compared to a contraction 
of 7.8% in 2022, when the coun-
try defaulted on its $46bn foreign 
debt. “Sri Lanka’s economy ex-
perienced some kind of duality 
in 2023,” the department said in 
a statement, noting that the fi rst 
half of the year recorded nega-
tive growth while the economy 
bounced back in the second. “The 
long-awaited boom in tourism 
came towards the end of the year,” 
the department said, adding that 
worker remittances too had im-
proved.

The number of tourists visiting 
the South Asian nation jumped to 
210,000 in December, more than 
double the 91,900 a year earlier. 
Sri Lanka is currently drawing 
down a four-year $2.9bn bailout 
loan from the International Mon-
etary Fund and is in talks with for-
eign creditors over a debt restruc-
ture.

The peak of the economic cri-
sis in 2022 saw months of food, 
fuel and pharmaceutical shortages 
after the island ran out of foreign 
exchange to pay for imports. The 
resulting civil unrest forced the 
ouster of then-president Gota-
baya Rajapaksa when protesters 
stormed his residence in July of 
that year.

His successor Ranil Wick-
remesinghe has doubled taxes, 
withdrawn generous energy sub-
sidies and raised prices of essen-
tials to shore up state revenue.

Philippines says 
sovereignty  key 
in South China 
Sea talks
Philippines President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr said the country’s 
sovereignty and territorial 
jurisdiction are essential principles 
should there be a resumption of 
joint exploration talks with China in 
the South China Sea. “We cannot, 
at any point somehow compromise 
the territorial integrity of the 
Philippines,” Marcos told reporters 
late Friday in Prague.
Talks over joint energy exploration 
in the Philippines’ exclusive 
economic zone were terminated 
in 2022, four years after the two 
countries committed to work 
together, with the Philippines’ 
foreign ministry citing 
constitutional constraints and 
issues of sovereignty. Tensions 
have escalated in the South China 
Sea since 2022 when Marcos 
pursued warmer relations with 
treaty ally the United States, a 
reversal of his predecessor’s pro-
Beijing stance.
Marcos said the Philippines did not 
verbally, militarily, or diplomatically 
instigate any tension in the South 
China Sea. —Reuters

People wade across a flooded street after heavy rains in Demak, Central Java, yesterday. A house is engulfed in flood waters after heavy rains in Tanggulangin, Central Java.

Flood in Central Java

Aircraft conducting a paratroop drop during a training exercise of the Korean People’s Army at an 
undisclosed location in North Korea.

A training exercise of the Korean People’s Army at an undisclosed location in North Korea.

12 sentenced to jail over storming of HK legislature in 2019
AFP
Hong Kong

Twelve Hong Kongers were 
jailed Saturday for up to 
seven years over the storm-

ing of the city’s legislature in 2019 
at the height of pro-democracy 
protests that challenged the Bei-
jing-backed government.

It was the most violent epi-
sode in the initial stage of the 
huge protests that upended the 
fi nancial hub that year, with 
Beijing later imposing a sweep-
ing national security law to snuff  
out dissent. Hundreds of protest-
ers broke into the legislature on 
the night of July 1, 2019, smash-

ing windows and spraying graffi  ti 
on the 22nd anniversary of Hong 
Kong’s handover from Britain to 
China.

A total of 14 people were later 
charged with rioting — which car-
ries a punishment of up to 10 years 
in jail — and other off ences such 
as criminal damage and entering 
the legislative chamber. Twelve of 
them were sentenced to between 
six-and-a-half and seven years 
in prison after being earlier con-
victed of rioting.

The actual jail terms will be 
slightly shorter — ranging from 
54 to 82 months— following re-
ductions for various reasons, in-
cluding guilty pleas. Two former 
reporters charged alongside the 12 

were not convicted of rioting, but 
were fi ned up to HK$1,500 ($190) 
for “entering or staying in the 
Legislative Council chamber”.

Deputy judge Li Chi-ho of 
the District Court on Saturday 
stressed the symbolic signifi cance 
of the legislature storming and its 
“long-lasting eff ects” on society. 
“Aside from the actual damage 
to the building, it had a symbolic 
meaning... (which was) challeng-
ing the Hong Kong government 
and even weakening its govern-
ance,” Li said.

Protesters committed “insult-
ing and provocative” acts such as 
tearing up copies of Hong Kong’s 
constitutional text, the Basic 
Law, and displaying colonial-era 

fl ags, Li added. The defendants 
waved vigorously to the court-
room public gallery as they were 
led away after sentencing, with 
many friends and supporters left 
in tears.

Days earlier, some defendants 
who had pleaded guilty made de-
fi ant courtroom speeches. “The 
actual crime committed by the 
protesters... is the pursuit of de-
mocracy, freedom of thought and 
free will,” said Althea Suen, a chil-
dren’s rights activist and a former 
student leader.

Activist Owen Chow said a 
“riot is the language of the un-
heard”, citing civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

“How a political regime handles 

dissent and whether it can rectify 
its mistakes will decide whether 
a society can maintain sustain-
able growth,” said Chow, who is 
charged with conspiracy to com-
mit subversion in a separate ongo-
ing national security trial.

The 2019 protests were trig-
gered by a later-abandoned gov-
ernment bill that would have 
allowed extraditing criminal 
suspects to mainland China, but 
they snowballed into a city-wide 
movement with more fundamen-
tal demands including universal 
suff rage in voting for city leader 
and lawmakers.

More than 10,000 people were 
arrested as authorities sought to 
extinguish the protests.
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A group of people enjoy the weather at St James’ Park in London.Protesters take part in a demonstration against racism, in London.

London embraces weatherProtest against racism

In a historic move, Wales set to swear in fi rst black leader
AFP
London

Wales is set to appoint its 
fi rst black leader after 
Vaughan Gething was 

announced as the winner of the 
Welsh Labour leadership elec-
tion yesterday. Gething will suc-
ceed Mark Drakeford, 69, who an-
nounced in December that he was 
stepping down.

The 50-year-old said he would 
have “the honour of becoming the 
fi rst black leader in any European 
country” when he becomes Welsh 
fi rst minister next week. “Today, 
we turn a page in the book of our 
nation’s history. A history we write 
together,” he told Labour party 
members in Cardiff .

Labour heads the devolved ad-
ministration in Cardiff  and Geth-
ing is expected to be sworn in on 
Wednesday. “His appointment as 

fi rst minister of Wales, the fi rst 
black leader in the UK, will be an 
historic moment that speaks to the 
progress and values of modern-
day Wales,” UK Labour leader Keir 
Starmer said in a statement.

Gething was born in Zambia to 
a white father from Wales and a 
black Zambian mother. Once he 
takes offi  ce, the leaders of three 
of the UK’s four governments will 
be non-white. UK Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak is of Indian descent, 

while the parents of Scotland’s pro-
independence fi rst minister Humza 
Yousaf migrated from Pakistan. 
Drakeford’s departure will herald 
the latest political transition in the 
UK. Yousaf took offi  ce last year 
while Michelle O’Neill made histo-
ry last month by becoming North-
ern Ireland’s fi rst Irish nationalist 
leader. Opinion polls tip Starmer 
to succeed Sunak, a Conservative, 
as UK prime minister following an 
election due this year. Drakeford has 

been fi rst minister since December 
2018, and seen four UK prime min-
isters come and go. His tenure was 
dominated by the eff ects of auster-
ity policies of the Conservative gov-
ernment in London, then Brexit and 
the Covid pandemic.

Drakeford’s regular televised 
appearances throughout the Cov-
id-19 pandemic and his cautious 
approach to lifting restrictions, 
boosted his prominence among 
the Welsh public. But his popular-

ity slumped after he refused to back 
down on a decision to impose lower 
speed limits in built-up areas.

In 1998, Tony Blair’s Labour 
government devolved a number 
of powers, including healthcare, 
transport and social policies, from 
London to new legislatures in Ed-
inburgh, Cardiff  and Belfast. The 
UK government sets policies for 
England, and retains control over 
countrywide issues such as foreign 
policy and defence.

India to hold marathon  
national poll from April
AFP
New Delhi

India announced yesterday that 
national polls would begin on 
April 19, with Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi strongly favoured 
to win a third term in the world’s 
biggest democracy. Nearly a billion 
people are eligible to cast ballots in 
what will be the largest exercise of 
the democratic franchise in human 
history, conducted over six weeks.

Many consider Modi’s re-elec-
tion a foregone conclusion, ow-
ing to both the premier’s robust 
popularity a decade after taking 
offi  ce and a glaringly uneven play-
ing fi eld. His opponents have been 
hamstrung by infi ghting and what 
critics say are politically motivated 
legal investigations aimed at hob-
bling any challengers to the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

“We will take democracy to 
every corner of the country,” chief 
election commissioner Rajiv Ku-
mar said at a press conference in 
New Delhi announcing the voting 
dates. “It is our promise to deliver a 
national election in a manner that 
we ... remain a beacon for democ-
racy around the world.”

Voting will be staggered over 
seven stages between April 19 
and June 1. Ballots from around 
the country will be counted all at 
once on June 4 and are usually an-
nounced on the same day.

Modi, 73, has already begun un-
offi  cial campaigning as he seeks 
a repeat of his landslide wins of 
2014 and 2019, forged in part by 
his muscular appeals to India’s 
majority faith. In January, Modi 
presided over the inauguration of 
a grand temple to the deity Ram in 
the once-sleepy town of Ayodhya, 
built on the grounds of a centu-
ries-old mosque razed by Hindu 
zealots.

Construction of the temple ful-
fi lled a long-standing demand of 
Hindu activists and was wide-
ly celebrated across India with 
back-to-back television coverage 
and street parties. The opposi-
tion Congress, which led India’s 
independence struggle and ruled 
the country almost uninterrupted 
for decades after its conclusion, is 
meanwhile a shadow of its former 
self and out of offi  ce in all but three 
of the country’s 28 states.

Its leaders have sought to stitch 
together an alliance of more than 
two-dozen regionalist parties to 
present a united front against the 
BJP’s well-oiled and well-funded 
electoral juggernaut. But the bloc 
has been plagued by disputes over 
seat-sharing deals, suff ered the 
defection of one of its members to 
the government and has so far been 
unable to publicly agree which of 
its leaders will be its prime minis-
terial candidate.

Several party leaders in the al-
liance are the subject of active 
investigations or criminal pro-
ceedings, and critics have accused 
Modi’s government of using law 
enforcement agencies to selec-
tively target its political foes. Ra-
hul Gandhi – the most prominent 
Congress politician whose father, 
grandmother and great-grandfa-
ther all served as prime ministers 
– was briefl y disqualifi ed from 
parliament last year after being 
convicted of criminal libel.

He faces at least 10 other defa-
mation proceedings in courts 
around the country, many fi led 
years ago by BJP offi  cials and slowly 
snaking their way through India’s 
glacial criminal justice system. 
Gandhi, 53, has criticised the gov-
ernment for democratic backslid-

ing and its chest-thumping Hindu 
nationalism, which have left many 
of the country’s 210-mn-strong 
Muslim minority fearful for their 
futures.

He has also called into question 
Modi’s probity by highlighting his 
close ties to tycoon industrialist 
Gautam Adani, whose business 
empire saw a market meltdown 
last year after a US short-seller in-
vestment fi rm accused it of corpo-
rate fraud. 

But Gandhi has already led Con-
gress to two successive humiliating 
defeats against Modi and there is 
no sign his eff orts to dent the pre-
mier’s popularity have registered 
with the public.

Published opinion polls are rare 
in India but a Pew survey last year 
found Modi was viewed favourably 

by nearly 80% of Indians. A Febru-
ary poll of urban voters conducted 
by YouGov showed the BJP com-
fortably leading India’s manifold 
opposition parties among 47% 
of those surveyed, while Con-
gress was a dismal second at 11%. 
“Wherever I go, I can clearly see 
that Modi will become PM for the 
third time,” Amit Shah, India’s 
home minister and Modi’s closest 
political ally, said in a speech this 
week.

A total of 970mn people are eli-
gible to vote in the election – more 
than the entire population of the 
United States, European Union 
and Russia combined. There will 
be more than a million polling sta-
tions in operation staff ed by 15mn 
poll workers, according to the 
election commission.

Traff ic moves past a hoarding of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
installed along the roadside in Varanasi yesterday.

India’s Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar speaks as Election Commissioners Gyanesh Kumar and SS 
Sandhu look on during a press conference in New Delhi.

India’s Congress party leaders Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra gesture during Bharat Jodo Nyay 
Yatra roadshow, in Mumbai yesterday.

How do people vote? All Indian citizens aged 18 and above are eligible 
to vote and 970mn people are enrolled, according to the election 
commission. Turnout during the last national elections was more than 
67%, with nearly 615mn people casting a ballot. India uses electronic 
voting machines which allow for faster counting of ballots. The election 
commission says there is no way to connect to the machines remotely and 
no way to compromise the results. Election off icials travel by foot, road, 
trains, helicopters, boats and occasionally camels and elephants to set up 
polling stations in remote locations. They are sometimes accompanied by 
security forces in areas with a history of insurgent violence.

Why will it take so long? The sheer number of voters means that every 
time India holds a national election, it marks the largest exercise of the 
democratic franchise in human history. A total of 15mn people will work 
the polls, including people temporarily assigned from elsewhere in the civil 
service.
Complicating the challenge are electoral laws requiring that each voter is 
no more than 2km away from a polling booth. During the last election in 
2019, for example, a polling booth was set up for a single voter living deep 
inside a forest in the western state of Gujarat. Organisers say it is impossible 
to operate the 1.05mn polling stations needed around the country on a 
single day.
To ease the immense logistical burden, voting is staggered over six weeks 
starting from April 19.
Local weather, religious festivals, farm harvests and school terms are also 
taken into account to make sure voters in each corner of India can go to the 
polls at the most convenient date.
How much does it cost? Election spending has grown rapidly in tandem 
with India’s booming economy, now the fifth-largest in the world after 
overtaking former colonial master Britain in 2022.
An estimated $8.7bn was spent by organisers, political parties and 
candidates in 2019, according to a report by the Centre for Media Studies 
(CMS). Around a quarter of that figure was cash payments made directly to 
voters by candidates in an attempt to sway their decision, the report said.

What will happen? Prime Minister Narendra Modi is seeking a third 
consecutive term, and nearly all observers agree his chest-thumping 
appeals to Hindu nationalist sentiment will again prove an election winner. 
Modi, 73, remains robustly popular after a decade in power, with a Pew 
survey last year finding he was viewed favourably by nearly 80% of 
Indians.
His opponents have been hamstrung by infighting and what they say are 
politically motivated legal investigations aimed at hobbling challengers of 
Modi’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
Speculation has focused not on whether the BJP will win but on the 
magnitude of its victory, with party figures publicly confident they will 
secure a two-thirds majority in the lower house.
Such a result would give it a freer hand to make changes to India’s 
nominally secular constitution and pursue other long-held ideological 
passion projects.
That could include a new civil code to standardise the patchwork of 
marriage and divorce laws that apply to Muslims, Sikhs and other 
minorities, a deeply contentious move opposed by those communities.
When will we know who has won? Publication of exit poll data while an 
election is in progress is illegal under Indian law, so any indication of which 
way the vote is trending will only come after the last phase of voting 
concludes on June 1.
Formal ballot counting begins three days later on June 4 and the use of 
electronic voting machines means that tallying will be quick. Results should 
be announced the same day. The party with a simple majority of 273 or 
more seats in the lower house is invited to form a government with its 
choice of prime minister.
If no single party reaches that mark, the president will ask the biggest party 
to try to put together a coalition. In past decades that has led to days, and 
sometimes weeks, of intense horse-trading and negotiations between 
parties to cobble together a working majority.

All you need to know



Project Syndicate: As the 
Ukraine war hit the two-
year mark, and following 
Russian opposition 

leader Alexei Navalny’s death in 
prison, the US and EU have piled 
new sanctions onto Russia. But 
with Vladimir Putin preparing 
Russians for “permanent war,” 
can sanctions deter him? Will the 
West’s reaction to Navalny’s death 
aff ect the presidential election in 
any meaningful way?

Khrushcheva: As troubled as 
many Russians are by Navalny’s 
death, it has so far not galvanised 
any notable popular response. 
While it could yet trigger some 
unrest – such events can be 
difficult to predict, especially in 
Russia – there is little reason to 
believe that the “elections” (if 
you can even call them that at 
this point) will be disrupted. If 
the threat of harsh punishment 
in Putin’s Stalinesque state is not 
enough to deter any agitation, 
the security forces – which will 
be deployed in huge numbers 
around voting time – will swiftly 
quell it. Whatever the details of 
the journey, the destination is the 
same: more President Putin.

As for sanctions, the West’s 
focus on them has always been 
misguided. They were not going 
to deter him when he launched 
the full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
two years ago, and they will not 
deter him now. Sanctions might 
even strengthen Putin’s position 
at home: because sanctions do far 
more harm to ordinary Russians 
than to those in the Kremlin, they 
can be used to reinforce Putin’s 
narrative that the West is at war 
against Russia and will go to 
extreme lengths to destroy it.

PS: With Western aid to 
Ukraine drying up, calls to 
seize the $300bn in Russian 
central-bank assets that Western 
governments froze after the 
invasion are growing louder. At 
a time when “realistic talks with 
the Kremlin” might be the best 
hope of ending the war, would 
seizing Russia’s assets give the 
West more leverage or less?

Khrushcheva: Leverage is not 
the point. International rules and 
norms are.

Two years into the war, Russia’s 
central-bank assets have not 
been seized, because the West 
recognises that doing so would 
not be fully legal and would 
contradict the norms to which 
it claims to adhere. The West’s 
international reputation could 
thus suffer considerably.

This is something the West 
can ill aff ord. Russia’s success 
in weathering harsh sanctions, 
including the freezing of its 
central-bank assets, has already 
amounted to something of a 
humiliation for the US and 
its partners. But it is Western 
hypocrisy that may have done the 
most harm to these countries’ 
reputation, particularly in the 
Global South.

Western companies have 
complained about being mistreated 
in Russia, even as their governments 

freeze Russian assets and heap 
sanctions onto the country. And 
Western leaders have criticised 
Russia for acting exactly as they 
have: for example, European 
Commission President Ursula von 
der Leyen last year condemned 
Putin’s use of energy “as a weapon,” 
though the EU had already done 
just that. “She uses Russia’s entire 
economy as a weapon,” noted one 
Indian journalist in response to her 
comments. That same journalist 
then asked me: “How can the West 
possibly expect Russia to follow 
rules when the West has freely 
broken them in its quest to punish 
Russia?” 

If the West seizes Russian 
assets, it is eff ectively declaring 
that it does not consider Russia to 
be a place that warrants adherence 
to international law and business 
norms. In the long run, that will 
undermine the West more than it 
will undermine Putin.

PS: After the late Wagner 
Group leader Yevgeny Prigozhin’s 
aborted rebellion last summer, 
you wrote that “Putin’s weakness 
– and the cracks in the system 
he so meticulously built – are 
unmistakable.” More recently, you 
compared Russian propaganda 
to Potemkin villages – “a façade 
behind which lie sham elections, 
a weakening economy, and 
proliferating violence.” How 
serious is the threat that these 
vulnerabilities pose to the Putin 
regime’s survival, and where might 
the façade begin to collapse?

Khrushcheva: The cracks are 
everywhere. We saw them when 

anti-Ukraine war politician Boris 
Nadezhdin gathered more than 
200,000 signatures in support of 
his presidential candidacy (he has 
since been barred from running). 
We saw them when thousands of 
people laid flowers at memorials 
for victims of political repression 
after Navalny’s death, even 
though hundreds were detained. 
We saw them at Navalny’s funeral 
– at both the church service 
and the cemetery – which was 
attended by tens of thousands 
of people chanting not only 
his name, but also “Putin is a 
murderer” and “no to war.” This 
resulted in some detentions, 
though the authorities refrained 
from a harsh crackdown. 

Despite the risks, it seems that 
Russians can still occasionally 
get away with speaking out, 
at least for now. After Diana 
Arbenina and her rock band, the 
Night Snipers, had their concerts 
cancelled in some cities over their 
criticism of the war, Arbenina 
spoke out, telling an audience in 
Chelyabinsk that, though she had 
been warned to stay silent about 
the “lawless” bans, she would not 
obey – and her fans should not 
obey, either. The crowd cheered, 
and the show continued; the 
police did not dare intervene.

None of this is to say that a 
revolution is imminent (though it 
might be). But the longer the war 
drags on, the more diffi  cult it will 
become to keep an increasingly 
restive people in check. Even if the 
economy holds, the sheer scale of 
repression has turned Russia into 
a kind of pressure cooker. The risk 
of an explosion is growing.

PS: Yulia Nalvanaya, Alexei 
Navalny’s widow, largely avoided 
the limelight while her husband 
was alive, but now says she will 
step into public life to uphold his 
legacy of anti-Putin activism. 
How effective can she be in the 
crucible of repression that Russia 
has become?

Khrushcheva: Navalnaya 
seems to be an admirable person. 
Perhaps, she will succeed. But 
she is not in Russia. This is 
understandable: Moscow is not 
safe for Navalnaya. It was not 
safe for her late husband, either, 
but he returned there anyway 
in 2021, after recovering from 
an attempted assassination 
by poisoning with the nerve 
agent Novichok. He knew that 
opposition from outside Russia 
can have very limited results; a 
politician must be in the country 
of his politics.

While Navalnaya speaks about 
Navalny’s death at events abroad, 
his mother Lyudmila in Siberia 
tried to get his body released for 
burial. Though many Russians 
understand Navalnaya’s choice to 
stay away, the contrast between 
Navalny’s formidable mother 
– “she must be where her son 
got his grit,” they say – and his 
limelight-seeking widow has not 
gone unnoticed.

Spending time talking to 
foreign leaders about Russia’s 
problems has little impact inside 
the country, as Gary Kasparov 
and Mikhail Khodorkovsky 
have shown. Unless Navalnaya 
returns to Russia, I don’t see how 
politically effective she could be.

PS: Are fears that Putin plans 
to invade Nato countries next 
– possibly starting with the 
Baltics – justified, overblown, or 
something else?

Khrushcheva: I find 
this rhetoric utterly 
irresponsible. Nato countries 
are understandably upset 
that Ukraine’s summer 2023 
counteroffensive failed to 
meet their (unrealistically 
high) expectations. They now 
worry that they cannot sustain 
the massive flows of funding 
and aid that they have been 
delivering for the last two years. 
Domestic political resistance 
is intensifying. So, leaders are 
attempting to scare people into 
action by warning that, if Putin 
achieves a victory in Ukraine, 
Nato will be next.

This rhetorical escalation 
could make military escalation 
more likely. Putin has not shown 
any desire to wage war on Nato. 
But, by stoking fear that he 
would, Nato leaders risk creating 
a kind of self-fulfilling prophecy. 
Even I – a consistent critic of 
Putin – find this thoroughly 
provocative and foolish. 

                        — Project Syndicate

• Nina L. Khrushcheva, Professor 
of International Affairs at The 
New School, is the co-author 
(with Jeffrey Tayler) of In Putin’s 
Footsteps: Searching for the Soul 
of an Empire Across Russia’s 
Eleven Time Zones.

The rapid decline in Arctic sea ice poses numerous 
problems, aff ecting not only the Arctic region but also global 
climate and ecosystems.  

Sea ice serves as a refl ective surface, bouncing sunlight back 
into space. As sea-ice vanishes, the dark ocean surface can 
absorb more of the Sun’s energy, which accelerates warming. 

So the researchers want to thicken it to stop it melting away.
A team from the University of Cambridge’s Centre for 

Climate Repair is currently engaged in a project to thicken 
enough sea-ice to slow or even reverse the melting already 
seen.

While sea ice itself doesn’t contribute to sea-level rise 
because it’s already fl oating, its decline contributes indirectly. 
Loss of sea ice can accelerate the melting of land-based ice 
sheets in Greenland and Antarctica, which do contribute to 
sea-level rise.

Many species in the Arctic rely on sea ice for habitat, 
breeding, and foraging grounds, including polar bears, seals, 
and various bird species. Declining sea ice threatens their 
survival by reducing their habitat and altering their food 
sources.

Sea ice provides a 
platform for algae and 
plankton to thrive, 
forming the base of 
the Arctic marine 
food web. As sea ice 
declines, this habitat 
is disrupted, aff ecting 
the entire ecosystem, 
from small organisms 
to larger predators.

“The ultimate goal of 
the Arctic experiment 
is to thicken enough 
sea-ice to slow or even 
reverse the melting 

already seen,” says Dr Shaun Fitzgerald, whose team at the 
University of Cambridge’s Centre for Climate Repair is behind 
the project.

“We don’t actually know enough to determine whether this 
is a good idea or bad idea,” Dr Fitzgerald told the BBC.

The researchers have been braving bitter conditions in 
Cambridge Bay, a tiny Canadian village in the Arctic Circle.

Scientists say it is about -30C with a strong wind, which 
brings the temperature to -45C with wind chill factor.

They are drilling a hole in the sea-ice that naturally forms 
in winter, and pumping around 1,000 litres of seawater per 
minute across the surface.

Exposed to the cold winter air, this seawater quickly freezes, 
helping to thicken the ice on top. The water also compacts the 
snow. As fresh snow acts as a good insulating layer, now ice 
can also form more easily on the underside in contact with the 
ocean.

Scientists engaged in the project have already seen the ice 
thicken by a few tens of centimetres across their small study 
area. The ice will be monitored by locals in the months ahead.

But it’s still far too early to say whether their approach can 
actually make a diff erence to the rapid decline in Arctic sea-
ice.

Scientists caution that the Arctic Ocean is likely to be 
eff ectively free of sea-ice by the end of summer at least once 
by 2050, and possibly even sooner. One way to probably delay 
it occurring is by reducing global emissions.

Undoubtedly, the rapid decline in Arctic sea ice has far-
reaching consequences for the climate, ecosystems, and 
human societies, highlighting the urgent need for concerted 
global action to mitigate climate change and protect the 
Arctic region.
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SpaceX is building a network of hundreds 
of spy satellites under a classified 
contract with a US intelligence agency, 
five sources familiar with the programme 
said, demonstrating deepening ties 
between billionaire entrepreneur Elon 
Musk’s space company and national 
security agencies.
The network is being built by SpaceX’s 
Starshield business unit under a $1.8bn 
contract signed in 2021 with the National 
Reconnaissance Off ice (NRO), an 
intelligence agency that manages spy 
satellites, the sources said.
The plans show the extent of SpaceX’s 
involvement in US intelligence and 
military projects and illustrate a deeper 
Pentagon investment into vast, low-
Earth orbiting satellite systems aimed at 
supporting ground forces.
If successful, the sources said the 
programme would significantly advance 
the ability of the US government and 
military to quickly spot potential targets 
almost anywhere on the globe.
The contract signals growing trust by 
the intelligence establishment of a 
company whose owner has clashed with 
the Biden administration and sparked 
controversy over the use of Starlink 
satellite connectivity in the Ukraine war, 
the sources said.
The Wall Street Journal reported in 
February the existence of a $1.8bn 
classified Starshield contract with 
an unknown intelligence agency 
without detailing the purposes of the 
programme.
Reuters reporting discloses for the first 

time that the SpaceX contract is for a 
powerful new spy system with hundreds 
of satellites bearing Earth-imaging 
capabilities that can operate as a swarm 
in low orbits, and that the spy agency 
that Musk’s company is working with is 
the NRO.
Reuters was unable to determine when 
the new network of satellites would 
come online and could not establish 
what other companies are part of the 
programme with their own contracts.
SpaceX, the world’s largest satellite 
operator, did not respond to several 
requests for comment about the 
contract, its role in it and details on 
satellite launches. The Pentagon referred 
a request for comment to the NRO and 
SpaceX.
In a statement the NRO acknowledged 
its mission to develop a sophisticated 
satellite system and its partnerships with 
other government agencies, companies, 
research institutions and nations, but 
declined to comment on Reuters’ 
findings about the extent of SpaceX’s 
involvement in the eff ort.
“The National Reconnaissance Off ice is 
developing the most capable, diverse, 
and resilient space-based intelligence, 
surveillance, and reconnaissance system 
the world has ever seen,” a spokesperson 
said.
The satellites can track targets on the 
ground and share that data with US 
intelligence and military off icials, the 
sources said. In principle, that would 
enable the US government to quickly 
capture continuous imagery of activities 

on the ground nearly anywhere on the 
globe, aiding intelligence and military 
operations, they added.
Roughly a dozen prototypes have been 
launched since 2020, among other 
satellites on SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rockets, 
three of the sources said.
A US government database of objects 
in orbit shows several SpaceX missions 
having deployed satellites that neither 
the company nor the government 
have ever acknowledged. Two sources 
confirmed those to be prototypes for the 
Starshield network.

All the sources asked to remain 
anonymous because they were not 
authorised to discuss the US government 
programme.
The Pentagon is already a big SpaceX 
customer, using its Falcon 9 rockets to 
launch military payloads into space. 
Starshield’s first prototype satellite, 
launched in 2020, was part of a separate, 
roughly $200mn contract that helped 
position SpaceX for the subsequent 
$1.8bn award, one of the sources said.
The planned Starshield network is 
separate from Starlink, SpaceX’s growing 
commercial broadband constellation 
that has about 5,500 satellites in space 
to provide near-global Internet to 
consumers, companies and government 
agencies.
The classified constellation of spy 
satellites represents one of the US 
government’s most sought-after 
capabilities in space because it is 
designed to off er the most persistent, 
pervasive and rapid coverage of 
activities on Earth.
“No-one can hide,” one of the sources 
said of the system’s potential capability, 
when describing the network’s reach.
Musk, also the founder and CEO of Tesla 
and owner of social media company X, 
has driven innovation in space but has 
caused frustration among some off icials 
in the Biden administration because of 
his past control of Starlink in Ukraine, 
where Kyiv’s military uses it for secure 
communications in the conflict with 
Russia. That authority over Starlink in 
a war zone by Musk, and not the US 

military, created tension between him 
and the US government.
A series of Reuters’ stories has detailed 
how Musk’s manufacturing operations, 
including at SpaceX, have harmed 
consumers and workers.
The Starshield network is part of 
intensifying competition between the US 
and its rivals to become the dominant 
military power in space, in part by 
expanding spy satellite systems away 
from bulky, expensive spacecraft at 
higher orbits. Instead a vast, low-orbiting 
network can provide quicker and near-
constant imaging of the Earth.
China also plans to start building its own 
satellite constellations, and the Pentagon 
has warned of space weapon threats 
from Russia, which could be capable of 
disabling entire satellite networks.
Starshield aims to be more resilient to 
attacks from sophisticated space powers.
The network is also intended to greatly 
expand the US government’s remote-
sensing capabilities and will consist of 
large satellites with imaging sensors, 
as well as a greater number of relay 
satellites that pass the imaging data 
and other communications across the 
network using inter-satellite lasers, two 
of the sources said.
The NRO includes personnel from the 
US Space Force and CIA and provides 
classified satellite imagery for the 
Pentagon and other intelligence 
agencies.
The spy satellites will house sensors 
provided by another company, three of 
the sources said. — Reuters

Musk’s SpaceX ‘building spy satellite 
network for US intelligence agency’

PARTNERSHIP: The network is 
being built by Elon Musk’s SpaceX’s 
Starshield business unit under a 
$1.8bn contract signed in 2021 with an 
intelligence agency that manages spy 
satellites.

In Mexico City, peaceful demo for right to sleep
AFP
Mexico City

In one of Mexico City’s busiest neigh-
bourhoods on Friday, about 200 people 
took a collective nap in the middle of the 

street to celebrate World Sleep Day.
Lying in the heat on synthetic mats, their 

necks resting on pillows and their eyes cov-
ered by masks, participants tuned out the 
chaos of Mexico’s capital as part of what 
organisers described as “a peaceful demon-
stration for the right to sleep.”

“The idea is that sleeping well, or having 
this event attract attention, can help launch 
new public policies” to promote rest, said 
Guadalupe Teran, a doctor with the Center 
for Sleep and Neuroscience, which organ-
ised the event with the Mexican govern-
ment.

“We have long working days, but there 
are no spaces at workplaces to guarantee the 
time for a siesta,” she said.

Thanks to a guided meditation session, 
some nap participants sank into a deep sleep 
while others at least managed to relax for a 
moment.

“Sleeping and resting well is very good 
for mindfulness. I need to do it more, but I 
think this dynamic is very cool, it encour-
ages rest,” said Alexia Gonzalez, a 24-year-

old psychotherapist from the central state of 
Morelos, who was visiting the capital.

Another napper, retiree Victor Sanchez 
from southern Mexico City, said he was in-

terested in professional advice on how to get 
a good night’s sleep.

“It’s a bit far, but I had to come because 
it’s important to me,” the 64-year-old said.

People participate in a massive nap to mark World Sleep Day, at the Monument to the 
Revolution in Mexico City. (Reuters)

Ukrainian strikes rock Russia 
as vote cements Putin’s grip
AFP
Moscow

Ukrainian bombardments killed two 
people and set an oil facility ablaze 
in Russia yesterday, the second day 

of showpiece elections guaranteed to ce-
ment President Vladimir Putin’s hardline 
rule.

Presidential polls opened this week but 
voting has been marred by an uptick in fa-
tal Ukrainian aerial attacks and a series of 
incursions into Russian territory by pro-
Ukrainian sabotage groups.

Fresh bombardments prompted au-
thorities to close schools and shopping 
centres in the Belgorod region bordering 
Ukraine, undermining the Kremlin’s ef-
forts to isolate Russians from its two-year 
confl ict with Kyiv.

Putin, who cast his vote online, has 
vowed a harsh response to the assaults and 
accused Ukraine of trying to “disrupt” his 
bid for another six-year mandate.

The Belgorod governor said two resi-
dents were killed and others injured yes-
terday.

“A man was driving a lorry when a shell 
hit him, after which the vehicle crashed 
into a passenger bus. The people on it were 
not injured,” Vyacheslav Gladkov wrote on 
social media.

“Another woman was killed in a park-
ing lot where she and her son came to feed 
the dogs. Medics are fi ghting for her son’s 
life,” he added.

Throughout yesterday, Russia’s defence 
ministry said it had downed rockets, mis-
siles and drones over Belgorod and Kursk, 
another border region that has seen an 
uptick in attacks.

It also said Russian forces had fought off  
more attempted infi ltrations by “Ukrain-
ian militant sabotage and reconnaissance 
groups”.

Kremlin proxy offi  cials in the occu-
pied Kherson region of southern Ukraine 
meanwhile said one person was killed and 
four wounded in a drone attack.

The border attacks were a concern for 
voters hundreds of kilometres away in the 
town of Sergiev Posad outside Moscow, 
famous for its ornate Orthodox monastery 
with golden onion domes.

Casting her ballot from home with the 
help of election offi  cials going door-to-
door, 87-year-old Inessa Rozhkova said 
she hoped the polls would bring an end to 
the confl ict with Ukraine.

“Can you imagine how many people 
died? And now our border villages are suf-
fering. We worry for them,” she said.

In a nearby polling station at a voca-

tional school, Elena Kirsanova, 68, came 
with her husband to vote for Putin.

“They try to scare us, but this is not a 
nation that can be intimidated,” Kirsanova 
told AFP.

Putin, 71, has been in power since the 
last day of 1999 and is set to extend his 
grip over the country until 2030.

If he completes another Kremlin term, 
he will hold power longer than any Rus-
sian leader since Catherine the Great in 
the 18th century.

He faces no genuine competition in the 
vote, having barred two candidates who 
opposed the confl ict in Ukraine.

And his main domestic opponent, Alex-
ei Navalny, died last month in an Arctic 
prison in unexplained circumstances.

The Kremlin has pitched the election as 
an opportunity for Russians to show they 
are behind Moscow’s full-scale military 
campaign in Ukraine and Putin’s anti-

Western agenda.
“The actions of the West ... unites the 

people of Russia more,” 70-year-old voter 
Lyubov Pyankova told AFP on Saturday in 
Saint Petersburg, Putin’s home city.

Voting was also taking place in parts of 
Ukraine occupied by Russian forces — a 
move decried as “illegal” and a “sham” by 
Kyiv and Western governments.

Yesterday, state media showed sol-
diers and election offi  cials collecting bal-
lots from elderly residents in Avdiivka, 
the frontline city destroyed by months of 
fi ghting before being captured by Russian 
forces last month.

Authorities accused at least two more 
Russians — one in the central city of Yeka-
terinburg and in the western exclave of 
Kaliningrad — of pouring green ink into 
ballot boxes, following a spate of arrests 
for similar acts and arson attacks a day 
earlier.

The aftermath of fresh aerial attacks on Belgorod yesterday. Right: Presidential candidate, the Liberal-Democratic Party of Russia  
leader Leonid Slutsky embraces his mother Natalia as they vote in Russia’s presidential election in Moscow. (AFP)

7 soldiers 
killed in 
Pak security 
post attack
AFP
Islamabad

Seven Pakistani soldiers and six as-
sailants were killed yesterday in an 
attack on a security post close to the 
border with Afghanistan, according 
to the military.

Members of an armed group at-
tacked the security post near Mir 
Ali in the early hours of yesterday, 
the army’s communication service 
(ISPR) said in a statement.

“The terrorists rammed an explo-
sive-laden vehicle into the post, fol-
lowed by multiple suicide bombing 
attacks, which led to (the) collapse of 
(a) portion of a building,” the state-
ment said, adding that five soldiers 
were killed.

Clashes followed, and during an 
exchange of fire a 39-year-old lieu-
tenant colonel and a 23-year-old 
captain died, the ISPR added.

All six assailants died in the at-
tack.

Pakistan was once plagued by 
near-daily bombings, prompting a 
major military clearance operation 
in the former tribal areas starting in 
2014.

North Waziristan, where yester-
day’s attack took place, has histori-
cally been a hive of militancy and 
was the target of a long-running 
Pakistani military offensive and US 
drone strikes during the post-9/11 
occupation of Afghanistan.

Environmental activists are increasingly facing hostility across Europe, 
a UN expert said, warning that the very right to protest was “at risk” in 
countries usually considered beacons of democracy.
Michel Forst, the UN special rapporteur on environmental defenders, 
told AFP in an interview this week that he was deeply troubled by the 
hardening tone against climate activists in countries including France, 
Austria, Germany and Britain.
Government ministers have been throwing about terms like 
“ecoterrorists” and “Green Talibans” to describe non-violent activists, 
he claimed, also blaming some media reporting for contributing to an 
increasingly hostile public attitude.
“It creates a sort of chilling eff ect,” warned Forst, an independent expert 
appointed under the UN’s Aarhus Convention — a legally-binding text 
that provides for justice in environmental matters.
“Currently, the right to protest is at risk in Europe.”
Forst said he had recently visited several European countries after 
receiving complaints that activists faced treatment that allegedly 
violated the convention and international human rights law.
Following a visit to Britain, he publicly voiced alarm at the “toxic 
discourse” and “increasingly severe crackdown” on environmental 
defenders. Forst charged that “regressive laws” in Britain were being 
used to slap climate activists with harsh penalties, with one activist sent 
to prison for six months for a 30-minute slow march disrupting traff ic.
Another activist had been sentenced to 27 months behind bars in 
the UK, he said. He also decried harsh sentences in other countries, 
including Germany. Forst travelled to France last month following 
complaints about a crackdown on a drawn-out anti-motorway protest 
near the southwestern city of Toulouse.
Activists, called “squirrels”, who have been squatting in trees destined 
to be chopped down to make way for the A69 motorway, have accused 
law enforcement of denying them access to food and water and using 
floodlights to deprive them of sleep.

Climate protesters under 
fire in Europe: UN expert



12 Gulf Times
Sunday, March 17, 2024

QATAR

Grand Mosque hosts activities of Sheikh Jassim 
Bin Mohamed Bin Thani Holy Qur’an Competition

As part of the 29th Sheikh 
Jassim Bin Mohamed Bin 
Thani Holy Qur’an Com-

petition, a Qur’an learning session 
was held yesterday at the Grand 
Mosque. According to a statement 
from the Ministry of Endowments 
and Islamic Aff airs (Awqaf), the 
session was attended by Qur’an 
reciters and scholars, including 

Abdul Hamid al-Khedar al-Hat-
mi, Saleh al-Ansari and Abdul Ba-
sit Abdullah Abu al-Azm. 

The session witnessed the 
recitation of verses from Surat 
Al-Kahf. Sheikh Moaz al-Qasimi 
led the Qur’anic session and ex-
plained the rewards for reciting 
Qur’an.

The Qur’anic learning sessions 

are among the activities accom-
panying the Sheikh Jassim Bin 
Mohamed Bin Thani Holy Qur’an 
Competition. The activities en-
courage memorisation and con-
templation of Qur’an.

The Baraem category of the 
competition has started at the 
Grand Mosque with the partici-
pation of Qataris and residents 

in memorising one of the last 
fi ve parts of Qur’an. The mosque 
hosts the male contestants from 
3.30pm. The competition for ex-
patriate students will continue 
until March 17 while the competi-
tion for citizens will be on March 
18 and 19.

Tests for female contestants are 
held at the headquarters of the 

Women’s Memorisation Division 
in the Al Waab area from 7. 30pm. 
The tests began on March 12. Vari-
ous panels are supervising tests of 
contestants. 

The organising committee of 
the contest said that the evalu-
ation process would utilise an 
electronic system initiated by the 
Ministry’s Information Systems 

Department several years ago. 
Prize money will be awarded to 
the winners. 

According to a statement from 
Awqaf, the parents and contest-
ants praised the organising com-
mittee for hosting the event with 
all facilities noting that the com-
petition can encourage the habit of 
memorising and learning Qur’an.

Musical on marine 
life sustainability
The team of the musical: “Sea World” 

began presenting its first perform-
ance on Friday (15 March) at the Cul-

tural District Theater in Al Bidda as part of 
the Expo Qatar 2023 activities. The show 
is scheduled to continue for ten days, Ara-
bic daily Arrayah reported. Director Tamer 
al-Qazzaz explained that the work is about 
life in the deep sea, the diversity of crea-
tures, and also the role of each creature. It 
also explains the importance of sustain-
ability of marine life as well as many educa-
tional topics for children that are presented 
in the musical comedy show. He stressed 
that the show presents a purposeful aware-
ness message to contribute to the protection 

of the marine environment. Stressing that 
although it targets children, it is directed 
to the entire family. He pointed out that in 
presenting his vision, he relied on creativ-
ity, professionalism, and resorting to visual 
reproduction, in terms of audio-visual ef-
fects, in conjunction with presenting Cor-
rect information in his keenness to adhere to 
the dramatic format. He expressed his great 
happiness with the public attendance at the 
first presentation of the work, which reflects 
its excellence, and he hoped that the largest 
number of audiences would visit it in the 
coming days, to reach various family mem-
bers, by addressing an environmental issue 
that concerns all of humanity.

QUYSC researchers develop 
innovative theoretical model
A team of researchers from Qatar Univer-

sity Young Scientist Centre (QUYSC) 
has developed and tested a novel model 

based on a new theoretical framework for en-
hancing research competencies and learning 
outcomes among undergraduate students in 
STEM fi elds. This innovative model, based on 
the new research learning theory named “Re-
search Cognitive Theory” is established by 
QUYSC under the leadership of Prof Noora al-
Thani, the director of QUYSC.

This educational model, called the Out-
comes-Directed Research Internship Model 
(ODRIM), is a fi rst-of-its-kind model that is 
believed to off er an impactful learning frame-
work for universities worldwide to tailor teach-
ing and learning experiences to bridge the gap 
between classroom theory and practical expe-
rience. ODRIM draws upon the principles of 
Research Cognitive Theory and integrates the 
concepts of Course-based Undergraduate Re-
search Experience and Outcomes-based Edu-
cation to off er students a comprehensive and 
immersive research experience.

The researchers tested the eff ectiveness of 
ODRIM and it signifi cantly improved students’ 
abilities in conducting research, demonstrat-
ing technical skills, collaborating within teams, 
and disseminating research outcomes. This 
pedagogical model yielded tangible outcomes 

in the form of scholarly publications in high-
impact journals and conferences, demonstrat-
ing the potential of this approach to foster in-
novation and creativity among undergraduate 
students. The researchers at the QUYSC be-
lieve that their innovative model will inspire 
other higher education institutions to adopt a 
similar approach, enriching the research learn-
ing environment for undergraduate students in 

STEM fi elds. Prof al-Thani, commented, “The 
theoretical framework of this model is very 
revolutionary, and this recognition underscores 
the QUYSC’s commitment to advancing scien-
tifi c knowledge and innovation. We invite uni-
versities and educators to join us in harnessing 
the transformative potential of this model and, 
together, redefi ning the STEM education land-
scape.”

HBKU project 
focuses on 
integration of autistic 
kids through ‘play’

From Page 1

Based on the results, the team moved to the stage of joint design 
for a tool that enhances co-operative play where they involved the 
children themselves in the design process to ensure that the tool 
meets their needs and choices. “This tool greatly enhanced children’s 
co-operation and participation and contributed to improving their 
learning experience,” she added adding that involving educators, 
teachers and children in designing eff ective, comprehensive educa-
tional tools is extremely important. “Educators and teachers possess 
valuable insights into classroom dynamics and have a broad under-
standing of the challenges they face during teaching processes. This 
enables them to identify strategies for developing appropriate tools 
for students,” she added.

Involving children in the design process, according to Dr Dena al-
Thani, also makes them able to express their needs, choices and ob-
servations which makes the tools easier to use and more appropriate 
to the individual learning journey of each one of them.

“By using interactive devices, students with visual disabilities can 
access visual content in touchable formats, while students with motor 
diffi  culties can interact with educational materials through gesture-
based or adaptive devices.  By off ering a multi-sensory approach to 
learning, tangible technologies provide equal opportunities for par-
ticipation, understanding and expression. These enhance participa-
tion and cooperation among all students, within an inclusive and ac-
cessible educational environment,” Dr Dena al-Thani explained.
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