
Amir discusses 
Gaza with top 
EU offi  cials

‘Healing and Mercy’ 
drive from Sunday

Divest TikTok or face
ban, ByteDance told

5bn euros EU boost 
for Ukraine military

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
discussed, in a phone call 
yesterday with President of 
the European Commission 
Ursula von der Leyen ways to 
enhance and develop co-
operation between Qatar and 
the European Union. The call 
also dealt with exchanging 
views on the most prominent 
regional and international 
developments, particularly 
developments in Gaza and the 
occupied Palestinian territories. 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
received a phone call yesterday 
from President of the European 
Council Charles Michel. During 
the call, they discussed co-
operation relations between 
Qatar and the European Union 
and ways to strengthen them, 
in addition to the key regional 
and global developments, 
particularly the situation in the 
Gaza Strip and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. (QNA)

The Ministry of Endowments 
(Awqaf) and Islamic Aff airs, 
represented by the Department 
of Religious Call and Guidance, 
is set to launch the ‘Healing and 
Mercy’ campaign on Sunday. 
Organised in collaboration with 
Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC), the campaign will 
continue until Ramadan 18, and 
is carried out by Al Mutawa 
off ice in three hospitals across 
Qatar, namely Hamad Hospital, 
Al Wakra Hospital and Al Khor 
Hospital. Page 5

The US House of Representatives 
overwhelmingly passed a 
bill yesterday that would 
give TikTok’s Chinese owner 
ByteDance about six months 
to divest the US assets of the 
short-video app, or face a ban, 
in the greatest threat to the app 
since the Trump administration. 
The bill passed 352-65, but it 
faces a more uncertain path in 
the Senate where some favour a 
diff erent approach to regulating 
foreign-owned apps posing 
security concerns. Page 11

European Union countries 
agreed yesterday to provide 5bn 
euros for military aid for Ukraine 
as part of a revamp of an EU-run 
assistance fund, handing Kyiv a 
timely boost as its forces struggle 
against Russia’s invasion. Envoys 
from the EU’s 27 member 
countries agreed to the overhaul 
of the European Peace Facility 
fund at a meeting in Brussels 
after months of wrangling, with 
EU heavyweights France and 
Germany at the centre of much 
of the debate. The fund operates 
as a giant cashback scheme, 
giving EU members refunds 
for sending munitions to other 
countries. Page 11
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Indeed, Allah does not do 
injustice, [even] as much as an 
atom’s weight; while if there is 
a good deed, He multiplies it 
and gives from Himself a great 
reward [Qur’an 4:40]

Iftar today ........................... 5.45 pm
Imsak tomorrow............... 4.16 am

Fajr....4.28;   Zuhr....11.43;  Asr....3.08; 
Maghrib.....5.45;   Isha.....7.16

    RAMADAN THOUGHT

‘Qatar Adventure’ in metaverse draws record 7.1mn visits

‘Qatar Adventure’, a virtual 
world in the metaverse featur-
ing Qatari cultural activities 

and some of the country’s iconic 
landmarks on Roblox, garnered 
7.1mn visits during the eight-week 
campaign, making it one of the 
most successful nation-branded 
activations on the platform.

The innovative and immersive 
metaverse experience, a first for 
Qatar, broke all expectations 
reaching more than 32 coun-
tries across four continents from 
December 15, 2023 to February 
8, 2024, a statement from IMO 
said.

The initiative, a partnership be-
tween Q Life, a cultural platform 
under the State of Qatar’s Interna-

tional Media Offi  ce (IMO), and de-
veloper Century Games, brought 
the world back to Qatar, this time 

virtually, one year on from the Qa-
tar World Cup 2022.

“Qatar Adventure” witnessed 

high engagement overall, in-
cluding 3.7mn explorations 
of the iconic Lusail Stadium, 
5.6mn swims at the pearl div-
ing game with whale sharks, and 
10.1mn visits to the Katara Tow-
ers Hotel.

Visitors also had the oppor-
tunity to wear local traditional 
attire such as the ‘thobe’, ‘bisht’ 
and ‘abaya’ at a virtual clothing 
store, which saw over 720,000 
visits and 1.29mn try-ons of the 
digital traditional clothes. At 
the virtual museum filled with 
Qatari cultural treasures, there 
were over 441,000 clicks on 
descriptions to discover more 
about Qatar.

Through a smiley face survey 

available to visitors, 82.5% of re-
spondents reported they enjoyed 
“Qatar Adventure” and 78.5% said 
they learned something new about 
Qatar. 86.8% of respondents said 
that they would be interested in 
visiting Qatar and the featured at-
tractions in real life.

Through the various cultural 
activities, traditional items, and 
landmarks, Q Life has used inter-
active technology to reimagine 
cultural exchange and contribute 
to building bridges of understand-
ing between Qatar and the world. 
“Qatar Adventure” highlights 
the country’s status as a family-
friendly destination, showcasing 
the countless tourist activities 
available to all.

E-QSL to be played from March 21-23 at Doha Festival City
By Sports Reporter
Doha

The Qatar Stars League 
(QSL), in co-operation with 
Qatar ESports Federation 

(QESF), launched the inaugural 
Electronic Qatar Stars League (E-
QSL) at the Al Bidda Tower yes-
terday.

Hassan Rabiah al-Kuwari, Ex-
ecutive Director of Sales, Market-
ing and Communication at QSL, 
and Ahmad al-Meghessib, Tour-
nament Manager, addressed the 
media providing details. Later the 
draw for the tournament was also 
held.

The fi rst E-QSL tournament 
will be held at the Virtuocity Hall 
of Doha Festival City mall from 
March 21 to 23, 2024 and features 
twelve 2023-2024 season Expo 
Stars League teams – Al Ahli, Al 
Arabi, Al Wakrah, Qatar SC, Al 
Rayyan, Al Sadd, Al Gharafa, Umm 
Salal, Al Shamal, Al Markhiya, 
Muaither and Al Duhail.

The initiative aims to open new 
horizons for QSL and club compa-
nies to enter the fi eld of e-sports 

and keep pace with the tremen-
dous development of this game 
in addition to support the Qatar 
e-sports team, expand the base of 
participation in society and refi ne 
and develop talent in this sport, 
which is of interest to a large seg-
ment of fans, especially the youth.

The competitions of this tour-
nament will be electronic through 
the famous game (FC 24), devel-
oped by EA Sports, where the 12 
teams and players will compete 
to win the title to qualify and play 
in the qualifi ers for the Esports 
World Cup, to be held in London 
in August, 2024.

Commenting on the initiative, 
al-Kuwari said, “We’re pleased 
to announce today the launch of 
Electronic Qatar Stars League, 
which allows QSL and club com-
panies to enter the world of e-
sports with the aim of spreading 
and expanding the base of par-
ticipation among sections of fans 
and discovering new players. Club 
companies can support the Qa-
tar e-sports team in qualifi cation 
for offi  cial participation, and we 
look forward towards achieving all 
our goals and aspirations for this 
project. We also thank the part-
ners and all our stakeholders and 

wish everyone success in the tour-
nament’s inaugural edition.”

Al-Meghessib, a former e-
sports player himself, said, “The 
importance of launching Elec-
tronic Qatar Stars League comes 
in view of the great development 
in the fi eld of electronic sports in 
the region. It is also considered 
as one of the most important as-
pects of agreement with QESF as 
the league aims to raise the level 
of competition between players 
and raise awareness among clubs 
about e-sports. The big goals in-
clude developing players to the 
level of representing the Qatar 

e-sports team in various interna-
tional competitions.”

Elaborating on the launch of the 
tournament, he said, “I had this 
proposal since 2018-19 but at that 
time e-sports wasn’t that a big 
thing in the region. I again pre-
sented the proposal and this time, 
I was approached by the QSL and 
Qatar ESports Federation and it is 
a pleasure to kick-off  the biggest 
e-sports event in the country. I 
hope this would be the fi rst step to 
many big things in the future.

“In my time when I played 
we reached the World Cup three 
times but now we want to tackle 
diff erent games for the youth and 
for a bigger community. And to 
build such a thing we need to start 
with an entity like the QSL and 
Qatar ESports Federation. If you 
look at the format with 12 teams 
and the prize, if I was a young 
player I would be shouting from 
the rooftop.

“Now I am a part of giving this 
opportunity to the community in 
Qatar and I hope we have a great 
and successful event with bigger 
version of the events in the future 
Inshallah.” To Page 4

The draw in progress. 
Hassan Rabiah al-Kuwari and Ahmad al-Meghessib 
addressing the media yesterday.

QT presents an array of 
festivities for Ramadan

Qatar Tourism (QT) is in-
troducing several events, 
festivals, off ers, and pack-

ages during the holy month of Ra-
madan this year, from diverse cui-
sines at the ‘Throwback Festival’ 
at the Old Mina Port to the ‘Souq 
Al Wakrah Bazaar’ at the Al Wak-
rah Old Souq. 

Other Ramadan activities in-
clude lectures and fi lm screenings, 
providing plenty of opportunities 
for families and individuals to par-
take in celebrating throughout the 
holy month.

Engineer Abdulaziz Ali al-Maw-
lawi, Chief Marketing and Op-
erations Offi  cer at QT said: “The 
amalgamation of multicultural 
festivals, activities, and hospitality 
packages this year attests to the ec-
lectic events residents and visitors 
can attend this month. 

“The collaborations between 
the government and private sec-
tors in the country depict the di-
verse and growing touristic sphere 
of the country, with an empha-
sis on Qatari culture and herit-
age through traditional and novel 
events.”

QT collaborated with several 
government and private entities to 
organise and facilitate the best of-
fers and packages for residents and 
visitors during Ramadan, from 
the top touristic and hospitality 
venues. These venues are spread 
throughout Qatar, off ering a vari-
ety of cultural experiences fi t for 
the whole family.

This year, QT will host the 
Throwback Food Festival at the 
Old Mina Port, with daily activa-
tions for the whole family from 
March 10 till April 10. 

In Ramadan 2024, visitors can 
explore more than 15 restaurants 
at the Throwback Food Festival 
with international cuisines to 
bring back the good old memories 
people grew up with, primarily 
from the Middle East and South 
Asia. This festival will run daily 
from Iftar to Suhoor. 

The Ramadan Fair will be held 
at Souq Al Wakra Hotel, an event 
organised by QT and Heenat 
Salma Farm. It brings to visitors 
several activations, including free 
craft workshops, lectures, movie 
screenings, and engaging work-
shops for children. 

With a range of artisanal foods, 
the Ramadan Fair has culinary de-
lights catering to a wide range of 
palettes. Visitors can enjoy diff er-
ent cuisines from a variety of wa-
terfront restaurants at Al Wakrah 
Souq.

There are more than 40 stalls 
at this event with textiles, home-
ware, handmade toys, arts and 
crafts, perfumes, and fashion for 
visitors to browse and shop. In ad-
dition, shoppers have the chance 
to meet craftspeople and artisans 
at the stalls. There are several 
family-friendly workshops on Qa-
tari arts and crafts, in addition to 
free movie screenings based on Is-
lamic and Arab cultures.

More aid to be sent
from Cyprus to Gaza
Reuters
Nicosia/Gaza

 

A second shipment of aid 
will be sent from Cyprus 
to Gaza in coming days, its 

foreign minister said yesterday, 
citing growing acceptance the 
island could play a pivotal role in 
delivering supplies by sea to the 
shattered Palestinian enclave.

A ship carrying almost 200 
tonnes of food aid for Gaza left 
Cyprus on Tuesday, launching a 
new but untested maritime route 
to get emergency supplies to a 
population humanitarian agen-
cies say is at risk of starvation 
after fi ve months of war.

A new shipment is in the pipe-
line, Cypriot Foreign Minister 
Constantinos Kombos said. Cy-
prus is the closest European Union 
member state to the Middle East.

Further steps on co-ordinating 
seaborne aid will be addressed in 
a conference call with US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken, 
British counterpart David Cam-
eron, United Arab Emirates For-
eign Minister Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Zayed, and a representative 
of the European Commission, 
according to Kombos.

Mostly funded by the UAE, 

food collected by charity World 
Central Kitchen (WCK) was 
slowly making its way across the 
Mediterranean yesterday on a 
barge towed by the Open Arms, a 
salvage vessel belonging to Span-
ish charity Proactiva Open Arms.

The timing of its arrival in 
Gaza remains unclear.

Meanwhile, the United Na-
tions Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East (UNRWA) said at least 
one staff  member was killed and 

another 22 were wounded as an 
Israeli strike hit an affi  liated food 
distribution centre in Rafah, 
southern Gaza Strip.

An UNRWA statement said the 
Israeli raid came despite its shar-
ing the co-ordinates of its facili-
ties across the war-torn enclave 
with all confl icting parties.

 Protecting and aiding civilians 
must be “job number one” for 
Israel in the war-battered Gaza 
Strip, US Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken said yesterday.

Palestinians wait to receive food during the Muslim holy fasting 
month of Ramadan, in Rafah, yesterday.

UN staffer killed in Israeli strike on food centre
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HE the Special Envoy of the Minister of Foreign Affairs Faisal bin Abdullah al-Hanzab met with French 
Special Envoy for the Horn of Africa Frederic Clave, and his accompanying delegation, during their 
current visit to the country. The meeting dealt with discussing bilateral co-operation between Qatar 
and France, as well as the latest developments in the Horn of Africa region. (QNA)

Al-Hanzab meets French special envoy

Amir sends cables of congratulations to Pope of Vatican
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Hamad al-Thani and HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim al-Thani sent yesterday cables of congratulations to His Holiness Pope Francis of the Vatican, on the 
National Day of the Vatican City State. (QNA)

Cabinet approves 
decision to form 
digital govt body
QNA
Doha

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Sheikh Mohamed 

bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani chaired the Cabi-
net’s weekly meeting held on 
Wednesday. 

Following the meeting, HE the 
Minister of Justice and Minis-
ter of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Ibrahim bin Ali al-Mohannadi 
issued the following statement: 
At the outset of the meeting, the 
extended greetings to His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani on the advent 
of the holy month of Ramadan, 
wishing His Highness good 
health and happiness, Qatar and 
its honourable people and resi-

dents further goodness, pros-
perity and development under 
the wise leadership of His High-
ness, and the Arab and Islamic 
nations security, peace and sta-
bility.

Afterwards, the Cabinet con-
sidered the topics on its agenda 
as follows: First, the Cabinet ap-
proved HE the Prime Minister’s 
draft decision to establish the 
Digital Government Steering 
Committee.

Second, the Cabinet approved 
a draft decision of the President 
of the Civil Service and Govern-
ment Development Bureau on 
the conditions and controls re-
garding the length of work expe-
rience in the private sector.

Third, taking the necessary 
measures to ratify a memoran-
dum of understanding for co-
operation in the field of urban 

planning between the govern-
ments of Qatar and Turkiye.

Fourth, the Cabinet approved 
the following: 1. A draft memo-
randum of understanding for 
co-operation in the field of 
health between the governments 
of Qatar and Morocco.

2. A draft grant agreement 
between the Qatar Fund for De-
velopment in the State of Qatar 
and the Municipality of Tirana 
in Albania regarding the con-
struction of Qatar Square in the 
Republic of Albania 2024.

3. A draft memorandum of 
understanding for co-operation 
and joint news exchange be-
tween the Qatar News Agency 
and the Djibouti News Agency.

4. A draft joint co-operation 
and news exchange agreement 
between the Qatar News Agency 
and the Cyprus News Agency.

The Cabinet in session.

EAA, Sidra join forces to enhance 
health services for Assalam pupils
QNA
Doha

The Education Above All 
Foundation (EAA), in agree-
ment with Sidra Medicine, 

announced an initiative to provide 
critical mental health support to 
students of Assalam schools in 
Qatar. This collaboration marks 
a signifi cant milestone in EAA’s 
commitment to ensuring the 
well-being of vulnerable and low-
income students, enabling them 
to access quality mental health 
services.

The Assalam schools, initiated 
under the Together Project by the 
Education Above All Foundation, 
established through tri-party 
agreements with Qatar’s Ministry 
of Education and Higher Educa-
tion (MoEHE) and various do-
nor bodies, serve a critical role in 
providing education to students 
who are unable to access public or 
private schooling due to fi nancial, 
logistical, or other barriers. Cur-
rently, fi ve Assalam Schools cater 
to a cumulative student popula-
tion of more than 3,600 students 
aged between 7 and 18 years.

Sidra Medicine’s Child and Ado-

lescent Mental Health division will 
off er comprehensive mental health 
support to the students of Assalam 
schools through this agreement. 
These services will include psy-
chiatric and psychological assess-
ments, medication management, 
and follow-up care for mental 
health issues, complemented by 
specialised psychological test-
ing for IQ and standardised rating 
evaluations.

In this context, Director of 
EAA’s Al Fakhoora Program Talal 
al-Hathal said: “This partner-
ship embodies our commitment 
to the holistic well-being of our 
students, recognising that mental 
health is foundational to educa-
tional success; collaborating with 
Sidra Medicine enables us to ad-
dress severe mental health chal-
lenges that cannot be managed 
within the schools’ resources, en-
suring our students have the sup-
port they need to thrive.” 

Al-Hathal added that Sidra 
Medicine’s expertise in paediatric 
and adolescent psychiatry will be 
instrumental in providing timely 
and eff ective mental healthcare. 
Referrals will be managed through 
a streamlined process, ensur-
ing urgent and routine cases are 

addressed within specifi ed time 
frames.

Chair of Psychiatry at Sidra 
Medicine Prof Mohamed Waqar 
Azeem, said: “Our collaboration 
with EAA is unique and special 
as it promises easier access to our 
mental health services for those 
students in need of mental health 
support. 

By providing care in such a way, 
we are jointly creating an environ-
ment where seeking help is nor-
malised and encouraged. With this 
partnership, both our organisa-
tions are committed to providing 
the best mental health support for 
the students of Assalam schools.” 

The partnership also includes a 
robust Monitoring and Evaluation 
(M&E) process to assess the eff ec-
tiveness and impact of the mental 
health services provided, with an 
aim to continuously improve the 
quality, accessibility, and appro-
priateness of care. 

This agreement refl ects a shared 
vision between EAA and Sidra 
Medicine to invest in the future 
of children youth in Qatar, ensur-
ing that every child, regardless of 
their background, has access to the 
mental health support they need to 
succeed in school and beyond.

MoEHE showcases student projects

The Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Educa-
tion (MoEHE) showcased 

student projects of the National 
Olympiad for Creativity in Math-
ematics, Science and Engineering 
2024 competition, in co-operation 
with the College of Engineering at 
Qatar University (QU), Texas A&M 
University in Qatar, and the Qatar 
Scientifi c Club (QSC).

Assistant Undersecretary for 
Education Aff airs Maha Zayed al-
Ruwaili praised the students’ ef-
forts in making their projects and 
their leading role in achieving the 
Qatar National Vision 2030 and 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals. 

Director of the Educational 
Guidance Department Maryam 
Noman al-Emadi said that the 
showcase is the outcome of their 
eff orts and the product of their 
creativity during their journey in 
the competition.

This achievement represents a 
promising future for Qatar by fo-
cusing on supporting gifted stu-
dents and fostering their talents, 
she added. The National Olympiad 
for Creativity in Mathematics, 
Science and Engineering 2024 had 
a competitive turnout in its vari-
ous fi elds. 

After evaluation, 50 teams from 
diff erent educational levels of 
public and private schools were 
nominated to partake in the fi nal 
stage of the competition. The fi nal 
results will be announced on May 
2.

The competition aims to en-
courage students to learn science, 
technology, engineering, arts and 
mathematics (STEAM) in an inte-
grated way, introduce and merge 
artifi cial intelligence (AI) and 
technology into the educational 
system at all levels, as well as de-
velop students in specialised fi elds 
that support innovation and com-
petitiveness.

The National Olympiad for Cre-
ativity in Mathematics, Science 
and Engineering targets students 

in the primary level (sixth grade), 
middle school and high school. 
Students submit their projects 
in accordance with the required 

standards and guidelines. The 
three main areas of projects are en-
ergy, robotics, smart devices and 
software systems. (QNA)

The showcase of projects is the outcome of students’ eff orts and a 
product of their creativity during their journey in the competition.

CGB wins HXM Excellence Award
QNA
Doha

The Civil Service and Gov-
ernment Development 
Bureau (CGB) received the 

HXM Excellence Award in rec-
ognition for its impressive mod-
ernisation eff orts and innova-
tive approach, during the SAP 
HR Connect Dubai, in the United 
Arab Emirates.

On the occasion, Director of 
Human Resources Information 

System Centre at the CGB Hassan 
Ali al-Khaja commented, “Hav-
ing senior management support 
and a motivated, highly skilled 
workforce are key to delivering 
exceptional services to the public 
and supports the aims of Qatar 
Vision 2030.” 

Al-Khaja added, “Our ongoing 
digital transformation supports 
this by creating a system that is 
scalable, fl exible and paves the 
way for further innovation, taking 
into account the long-term CGB 
vision and future government 

trends.” The Civil Service and 
Government Development Bu-
reau received the award for CGB’s 
pioneering cross-government 
agency platform that covers the 
entire range of human resources 
services in an eff ort to enhance 
employee’s hire to retire experi-
ence.

The award is granted to organi-
sations and institutions that con-
tinually strive towards excellence 
and digital innovation in pursuit 
of best user experience in the fi eld 
of human resources.

A delegation from Milipol Qatar Committee at the Ministry of Interior visited the Government Security 
and Policing Exhibition, organised by the UK Off ice’s Joint Security and Resilience Centre from March 
12-14 in Farnborough, UK. The Milipol Qatar Committee delegation included Chairman of the Committee 
Major General Nasser bin Fahd al-Thani and member of the Committee Colonel Nasser bin Saad 
al-Otaibi. The visit aims to review the latest advanced products and systems and hold meetings with 
company off icials to invite them to participate in the Global Event for Homeland Security and Safety 
(Milipol Qatar) 2024, scheduled to be held from Oct 29-31. (QNA)

Milipol Qatar delegation in Britain
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TotalEnergies Qatar celebrates inclusion, gender diversity

TotalEnergies Qatar held a 
celebratory event for In-
ternational Women’s Day 

2024, “underscoring its commit-
ment to inclusion and gender di-
versity” in the workplace.

 Some 80 attendees from 
TotalEnergies were joined by 
speakers and guests from part-
ner organisations including Qa-
tarEnergy, QatarEnergy LNG, and 
North Oil Company, during the 
event themed #InspireInclusion, 
which emphasised the progress 
in empowering women and the 
journey ahead for achieving full 
inclusivity.

Yousef al-Jaber, vice-president 
(Innovation and Change Manage-
ment) at TotalEnergies EP Qatar 
and a sponsor of TWICE Qatar 
(TotalEnergies Women’s Initia-
tive for Communication and Ex-
change) delivered the opening 
speech saying, “I am proud to 
celebrate the remarkable women 
in our lives and workplaces. It’s 
through our collective eff orts and 
commitment that we can nurture 
a culture where diversity and in-
clusion, regardless of gender, is a 
fabric of the local community and 
Company ethos, and where eve-

ryone can thrive.” The event fea-
tured engaging workshops aimed 
at fostering creativity and team-
work. Life and executive coach 
Asmaa al-Kuwari led a thought-
provoking session on empowering 
feminine confi dence in the work-
place, including a brainstorm on 
the essence of confi dence. 

Another highlight was the in-
teractive ‘Art Gallery’ team ex-
ercise and ‘Marshmallow Chal-
lenge’, tasking teams to construct 
the tallest structure using limited 
resources, as a fun and innova-
tive exercise in collaboration and 
problem-solving.

Guest speaker Maryam al-Kaa-
bi, chief administration and per-
sonnel offi  cer (CAPO) at North Oil 
Company, delivered an impactful 
speech on navigating career pro-
gression in male-dominated fi elds. 
She emphasised, “It is vital to con-
tinually develop ourselves to thrive 
in dynamic sectors like ours. 

“Encouraging inclusive poli-
cies, professional networks, and 
competency building are key steps 
towards fostering equality and 
advancing women’s careers.”

The event concluded with a 
message from Amal Zermouni, 

member of the TWICE Qatar As-
sociation, who invited everyone 
to join the journey toward gender 
diversity, echoing the aspiration 
for a future where every day cel-
ebrates women’s achievements.

Organised by TWICE Qatar as 
part of the TotalEnergies Qatar 
‘TAMKEEN’ initiative for human 
development, the event under-
scored TotalEnergies’ dedication 
to supporting gender diversity in 
alignment with Qatar National 
Vision 2030, as well as the United 
Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals.

Qatar takes part 
in day of women 
judges hosted 
by UN

The Judiciary Supreme Council 
has participated in the 3rd 
anniversary of the International 
Day of Women Judges on the 
margins of the 68th session of 
the Commission on the Status 
of Women of the UN in New 
York. Judge Dr Hessa al-Sulaiti 
chaired the judicial delegation 
participating in the session.
The convention was aimed to 
promote the women’s presence 
in the judicial field, whose 
significance is demonstrated 
in being the first-of-its-kind 
global initiative in the history of 
the international co-operation 
between the Judiciary Supreme 
Council as a judicial authority 
and the UN represented by the 
UN Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC), as one of the most 
critical events that back Qatar’s 
unwavering efforts and reflect 
its global humanitarian sense 
inspired by the permanent 
constitution of the country.
The participation of the 
Judiciary Supreme Council 
in this event stemmed from 
Qatar’s initiative to dedicate an 
international day for women’s 
judges through the 2nd High-
Level Meeting of the UNODC’s 
Global Judicial Integrity 
Network hosted by Qatar in 
2020. 
The meeting endorsed the 
launch of a leading initiative 
to devote a global day 
for women’s judges to be 
internationally celebrated 
under the UN umbrella.
For his part, HE the President 
of the Supreme Judiciary 
Council and President of the 
Court of Cassation Dr Hassan 
bin Lahdan al-Mohannadi 
underlined that Qatar, along 
with its judicial authority 
steadfastly back the role of 
women professionally and 
humanely, in addition to 
bolstering their role in the 
Judiciary field stemming 
from their enduring centrality 
in all past global efforts to 
keep up with the sustainable 
development goals, primarily 
the files of empowering 
women and equality between 
both genders in all life fields, 
particularly the judiciary 
profession. (QNA) 

Katara Cultural Village has organised a classic and sports car competition everyday all through the holy 
month of Ramadan. Meanwhile, Old Doha Port is all decked to welcome Ramadan. PICTURES: Thajudheen

Many facets of Ramadan celebration
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QNL hosts webinar on using Interpol’s tools to protect cultural property
QNA
Doha

Qatar National Library’s IFLA 
Preservation and Conserva-
tion (PAC) Regional Center 

for Arab countries and the Mid-
dle East hosted a webinar on how 
technology developed by Interpol 
can be leveraged by organisations 
and individuals across the world 
to identify stolen cultural heritage 
materials and prevent their sale.

Titled “Illicit Traffi  cking in Cul-
tural Property and Interpol’s Tools,” 

the webinar, which took place on 
March 12, discussed the process of 
gathering and processing informa-
tion using Interpol’s online data-
base to identify and report stolen 
heritage items. The event attracted 
a variety of regional cultural and 
law enforcement agencies.

Tiziano Coiro, a co-ordinator 
from Interpol’s Works of Art Unit, 
explained how the organisation’s 
Stolen Works of Art database and 
its ID-Art application can be used 
to identify stolen cultural property 
and increase the chances of recov-
ering stolen items.

Executive Director of Qatar Na-
tional Library (QNL) Tan Huism 
addressed the webinar attendees 
and highlighted the QNL’s eff orts in 
working with international and re-
gional entities to support the fi ght 
against the traffi  cking of documen-
tary heritage in the region.

“As custodians of the region’s 
most historic artifacts, the items 
that we preserve and exhibit are 
much more than objects. They 
represent what we are as a society. 
They encapsulate our history, val-
ues, beliefs, and identity, and they 
connect us to our past and serve as 

a guide for our future,” she said. She 
added that QNL will pursue its ef-
forts in this regard. Noting that as 
the regional IFLA PAC Center, it 
will be hosting annual workshops 
later this year to combat illicit traf-
fi cking. 

The workshops will bring to-
gether government offi  cials, along 
with regional and international 
experts representing Unesco, UNI-
DROIT, Interpol, the World Cus-
toms Organisation (WCO), various 
ministries, Alecso, Qatar’s General 
Customs Authority, the FBI, French 
customs, and the Carabinieri Unit 

of Rome for the Protection of Cul-
tural Heritage, among others.

Publicly available for download, 
Interpol’s ID-Art application pro-
vides access to the Stolen Works of 
Art database, which contains more 
than 52,000 objects from 134 mem-
ber countries. 

The application can be used by 
police offi  cers, customs offi  cials, 
private collectors, journalists, and 
the general public to check if an 
object is registered as stolen and to 
report stolen items or highlight cul-
tural sites potentially at risk of illicit 
excavations.

The event was held within the 
framework of the Himaya Project, 
QNL’s initiative to support and 
collaborate with organisations to 
prevent the traffi  cking of cultural 
heritage. 

QNL acts as a steward of Qatar’s 
national heritage by collecting, 
preserving, and making available 
the country’s recorded history. The 
library provides equal access to all 
types of information and services 
and aims to enable the people of 
Qatar to positively infl uence society 
by creating an exceptional learning 
and discovery environment.

PHCC provides 
tips for mental 
and physical 
fi tness during 
Ramadan
The holy month of Ramadan 

is truly the month of health 
and well-being as it brings 

together the three fundamen-
tal factors of wellness: physical 
health, mental health and spiritual 
health, noted a Primary Health 
Care Corporation(PHCC) physi-
cian.

Dr Fadila Naji, family medicine 
consultant at the Umm Al Se-
neem Health Centre, PHCC em-
phasises that studies have shown 
the numerous benefi ts of fasting 
for physical health, including but 
not limited to regulating blood 
pressure, cholesterol and sugar by 
reducing insulin resistance, pro-
tecting nervous system cells and 
delaying their ageing as well as 
boosting the immune system and 
relieving stress and depression.

Psychologically, fasting is a sta-
tion to experience some of the 
conditions faced by the poor and 
deprived people. It is a time for 
acts of good deeds, kindness, com-
passion and family unity. Spiritu-
ality, it is a station for connecting 
with one’s inner self and an oppor-
tunity for meditation and worship. 
Studies indicates that spiritual and 
mental health can greatly impact 
physical health, but to reap these 
positive eff ects the patient must 
follow a healthy lifestyle.

It is recommended to eat one 
to three dates before having 
the main dish. Dates are a great 
source of fibre and promotes 
energy and a feeling of fullness 
(for diabetics, it is preferable to 
eat only one date or replace it 
with a cup of water). Addition-
ally, it is recommended to drink 
a minimum of ten cups of water 
between Iftar and Suhoor as well 
as 2 cups of water before the main 
Iftar dish to enhance satiety.

It is also recommended to con-
sume a healthy and balanced Iftar 
consisting of vegetables, legumes 
and whole grains, lean meats, and 
water-rich foods such as fruit, 
vegetables and soups. It is crucial 

to steer clear caff einated drinks 
such as coff ee, tea and sodas, as 
well as fried foods, processed des-
serts and fast foods.

Dr Naji recommends maintain-
ing a continuous movement as 
much as possible, through com-
pleting household chores like 
cooking and cleaning as well as 
various daily activities like shop-
ping, visiting others, performing 
the fi ve prayers along with addi-
tional voluntary prayers. She also 
advises to keep a daily moderate 
walk for at least 30 minutes or oth-
er light to moderate exercises and 
avoid prolonged hours of sitting in 
front of the television or electronic 
devices.

It is recommended to maintain 
a regular sleep routine in Ram-
adan to ensure a minimum of 4-6 
hours of uninterrupted sleep and 
try to get a few hours of sleep af-
ter Suhoor to achieve the recom-
mended 7-9 hours of sleep per day 
that the body needs for proper rest. 

Ramadan can be a motivation 
for smokers to quit smoking. It 
is advisable to make necessary 
preparations in advance under the 
supervision of the smoking ces-
sation specialist, who can develop 
a healthy cessation plan based on 
the patient’s readiness and health 
condition.

Dr Fadila Naji

Sony MEA, Fnac Qatar organise 

workshop for content creators

Consumer electronics lead-
er Sony Middle East and 
Africa, in partnership with 

Fnac Qatar, the one-stop destina-
tion for all things culture, leisure 
and technology, held an interac-
tive workshop to coach content 
creators in shooting videos with 
their Sony cameras. 

Titled, “How to Shoot Your 
First Product Video”, the work-
shop was helmed by Korean-
Egyptian fi lmmaker and pho-
tographer Abdel Rahman Gabr, 
popularly known as “Koree”, at 
Fnac, Doha Festival City. Gabr 
taught participants how to com-
pose and light a video setup, 
which camera settings to use, 
and how to shoot it on their Sony 
cameras for the best results. Set-
ups and demonstrations gave 
participants a better understand-
ing of how they could enhance 
their shoots to a pro level.

Gabr was born in Queens, New 
York. The Sony ambassador and 
founder of ‘Koree Films’ and ‘Art 
and Creativity’ captures inspiring 

and engaging stories that serve as 
time capsules connecting historic 
culture with modern-day living.

The workshop saw 40 video 
content creators in attendance. 
The workshop gave participants 
hands-on experience with Sony’s 
range of cameras that combine 
versatility and image quality with 
user-friendly features, making 
them ideal for those looking to 
transition to more advanced pho-
tography and videography.

“Sony’s advanced imaging 
technology with extensive us-
ability and custom-built features 
are optimised for creators. This 
workshop was an excellent plat-
form for photographers to learn 
more about the artistic possi-
bilities with Sony cameras,” Gabr 
said.

This initiative is the latest of a 
series of workshops that testify to 
Sony’s continuous support of the 
Middle East’s vibrant media and 
entertainment industry. Whether 
they are vloggers, streamers, or 
fi lmmakers, Sony empowers tal-

ented content creators with the 
best image quality and creative 
fl exibility they need. 

With Fnac Qatar, Sony found a 
perfect partner who plays a vital 
role in nurturing artistic endeav-
ours and empowering Qatar’s 
creative minds through strategic 
partnerships and engaging ini-
tiatives. Jobin Joejoe, Sony MEA 
deputy managing director said: 
“We are pleased to empower Qa-
tar’s thriving content creator ec-
osystem with a series of targeted 
workshops. 

“These programmes empow-
er creators with cutting-edge 
technology and foster valuable 
connections, enabling them to 
express themselves through im-
pactful content. At Sony, we’re 
committed to equipping creators 
with the best tools and fostering 
a collaborative environment for 
their success.”

Participants can register for all 
upcoming workshops and events 
through the Sony Alpha Universe 
portal.

Gabr teaches participants how to compose and light a video setup at the workshop.

HEC Paris in Qatar graduate receives French Award

An HEC Paris in Qatar grad-
uate from its Doha campus 
has been honoured with 

the prestigious HEC Foundation 
Executive Master Award, recog-
nising outstanding contributions 
to management science. Revati 
Vijay Lokhande, the recipient of 
the 2023 award, was celebrated 
for her thesis titled ‘A Study on 
Indian Physicians’ Behavioural 
Intention to Adopt Digital Con-
tinuous Medical Education in the 
Long Term’. 

The award ceremony, held in 
Paris on February 26, highlighted 
Revati’s pioneering approach, fo-
cused on leveraging digital Con-
tinuous Medical Education to 
bridge the rural-urban healthcare 
knowledge for physicians in In-
dia.

Every year, the Foundation 
awards 5 prizes to reward the best 

works of HEC Paris students. Five 
juries came together to select the 
authors of theses, dissertations, 
or works which, in each of their 
categories, made the best contri-
bution to management sciences. 
This marks the fi rst time that a 
graduate from the Doha campus 
has received this highly respected 
award.

Dr Pablo Martin de Holan, dean 
of HEC Paris in Qatar, commend-
ed Revati’s exceptional achieve-
ment, stating, “This award is tes-
timony to the excellence of both 
our participants and the thesis 
guidance provided by our faculty 
and mentors. We congratulate 
Revati on this distinction. Her 
journey exemplifi es HEC Paris’s 
commitment to nurturing leaders 
who drive positive change and in-
spire others to become better ver-
sions of themselves.”

Lokhande said: “The pro-
gramme truly impacted my career 
growth, providing me the knowl-
edge, skills, confi dence, and 
personal belief to push through 
barriers, navigate a competitive 
landscape and seek out innova-
tion to deliver better service for 
all.”

The HEC Foundation Awards 
highlight the cutting-edge excel-
lence of the school’s research at 
all levels. The prizes are awarded 
to academics and students who, 
over the last year, have written 
works that are seen as a formi-
dable vector of infl uence and im-
pact on current or future leaders 
– both in business and society at 
large. 

The competition received 240 
of nominations, highlighting the 
level of excellence and selectivity 
of this award.

Revati Vijay Lokhande presenting her thesis.

Dreama launches media ambassadors initiative

Al Jazeera Media Institute 
and the Orphan Care Centre 
“Dreama” have announced 

the launch of co-operation in 
“Dreama Media Ambassadors ini-
tiative.” 

The announcement was made at 
a press conference in the presence 
of Sheikha Najla bint Ahmed al-
Thani, executive director of Drea-
ma Centre, and Hamadal-Houl, 
director of Planning and Projects 
Department at the Al Jazeera Me-
dia Institute.  

This initiative comes as a unique 
opportunity for Dreama children 
to actively participate in the media 
content industry and develop their 
skills exceptionally.

Dreama Media Ambassadors 
initiative refl ects a unique ap-
proach in empowering the people 
of Dreama and developing their 
capabilities in the fi eld of media. 
The programme includes intensive 
trainings, interactive workshops, 

and guidance from media experts, 
with a view to building a new gen-
eration of media professionals.  

Alghanim, head of Prepara-
tion & Design Unit, Dreama, said: 
“This initiative is an important 
step towards achieving our goals 
embodied in our vision to build 
a new generation of creative and 
infl uential media professionals 
who are able to deliver media mes-
sages, as we seek the renewable 
energies of our children day after 
day, and we see in them a passion 
and a serious desire to innovate. 
This makes it our responsibility to 
provide opportunities and create 
the right environment for them to 
show their creativity.”

Al-Houl highlighted the vi-
sion and role that Al Jazeera plays 
in this initiative, saying: “This 
co-operation refl ects our com-
mitment to supporting education 
and developing media cadres and 
contributing to the development 

of youth skills that are part of the 
Qatar National Vision 2030.”

He added: “Al Jazeera Insti-
tute believes in the importance of 
these programs being a vital role 
in shaping the future of media. We 
are here to provide them with the 
tools and knowledge that enable 
them to realise their full potential 
and positively infl uence in soci-
ety.”

Dreama Ambassadors Pro-
gramme off ers a variety of inten-
sive training courses covering var-
ious aspects of media, including 
journalistic writing, photography, 
and editing.  

Participants benefi t from the 
opportunity to explore multiple 
media fi elds and develop their 
skills comprehensively. The initia-
tive forms a bridge for the children 
benefi ting from the services of 
Dreama centre to join the world of 
media with confi dence and readi-
ness.

The initiative aims to empower people of Dreama and developing their capabilities in media.

Inaugural E-QSL to be played from March 21-23 at Doha Festival City

From Page 1

The participating teams have been divided into 
two groups after a draw of lots. Group A includes Al 
Shamal, Al Duhail, Muaither, Al Gharafa, Qatar SC, Al 
Sadd while Group B has Al Wakrah, Al Rayyan, Al Ahli, 
Al Markhiya, Al Arabi and Umm Salal.

Game format (one x one): Four teams from each 
group will qualify for the quarterfinals, which will be 
followed by semi-finals and final.
The matches will be broadcast live on QSL’s social 
media platforms and will also receive media coverage 
highlighting the league’s clubs, players, matches, best 
moments and celebrations.
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Ramadan: The 
season of mercy
There is no better time 

to start making positive 
changes in our lives than 

this blessed month.
Ramadan is a Muslim’s recur-

ring opportunity for spiritual 
enhancement and soul redemp-
tion. It is also an annual exer-
cise in self-control and self-
restraint, but above all, it is a 
physical manifestation of our to-
tal submission and obedience to 
Allah Almighty. Because of this 
submission and obeying of His 
order, the Muslim fasts, abstain-
ing from food, drink, and sexual 
intercourse during the days of 
Ramadan. This is the physical 
aspect of fasting. By nightfall, 
the spiritual aspects take over, 
because while eating, drinking, 
and sexual relationship between 
spouses are permitted during 
nighttime, the Muslim then en-
gages in prayers that take him/
her deep into the night. It is a 
well-balanced programme that 
lifts the spirit, strengthens the 
resolve, and asserts Tawheed (Is-
lamic Monotheism) as no other 
act of worship can.

The conduct of our Prophet, 
sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam (may 
Allah exalt his mention), and 
his Companions, may Allah be 
pleased with them, in Ramadan 
diff ers a lot from the way Mus-
lims do today. They dedicated 
their days and nights for wor-
ship. Their lives revolved com-
pletely around the Book of Allah, 
the Qur’an. Reciting it in and out 
of prayers. The Prophet, sallal-
laahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, used to 
review the whole Qur’an with Ji-
breel (Angel Gabriel) once every 
Ramadan. Imam Al-Bukhari, 
may Allah have mercy upon him, 
narrated: “Jibreel used to repeat 
the recitation of the Qu’ran with 
the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi 
wa sallam, once a year (in Ram-
adan) but he repeated it with him 
twice in the year he died.” 

The Prophet, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, used to stay in 
‘I’tikaaf (seclusion in the Masjid) 
for ten days every year (during 
Ramadan) but in the year of his 
death, he stayed in ‘I’tikaaf for 
20 days.”

Ramadan is the month of 
mercy and charity. The mere 
revelation of the Qur’an and the 
commission of the Prophet, sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, to 
the Prophethood are among the 

greatest manifestations of Al-
lah’s mercy. Allah, The Most 
Exalted, asserts this in numer-
ous verses of the Qur’an, such as 
(what means):
 {And We have sent down to 

you the Book (i.e. the Qur’an) as 
clarifi cation for all things and as 
guidance and mercy and good 
tidings for the Muslims.} [Qur’an 
16:89]
 {So there has [now] come 

to you clear evidence from your 
Lord and a guidance and mercy.} 
[Qur’an 6:157]
 {And We had certainly 

brought them a Book which 
We detailed by knowledge — as 
guidance and mercy to a people 
who believe.} [Qur’an 7:52]
{And We send down of the 

Qur’an, that which is healing and 
mercy for the believers, but it 
does not increase the wrongdo-
ers except in loss.} [Qur’an 17:82]

And when Allah Almighty re-
ferred to the commission of our 
beloved Prophet, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, He said (what 
means): {And We have not sent 
you, [O Muhammad], except as 
a mercy to the worlds.} [Qur’an 
21:107]

Moreover, when the Prophet, 
sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, said 
describing himself and listing his 
attributes: “I am the Prophet of 
mercy.” [Al-Bukhari]

There is no question that our 
beloved Prophet, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, possessed the 
highest forms of moral and hu-
man attributes. Among human 
beings, he, sallallaahu ‘alaihi 
wa sallam, was the most gener-
ous, the most merciful, the most 
courageous, the ‘most’ and the 
‘best’ of everything good in Is-
lam, and as described by his wife 
‘Aa’ishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, his morals were the 
Qur’an.

The question is: where does 
this leave us? Some people dis-
miss their shortcomings by say-
ing: “I am not the Prophet”, but 
where does it say that you have 
to be a Prophet to be merciful, or 
to be generous, or to be anything 
for that matter? Granted, that 
no one can be compared to the 
Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam, or even hope to partially 
attain his high levels and stand-
ards, but that should not be an 
excuse for not following his ex-
ample and striving to be the best 
Muslims that we can be.

There are many Prophetic 
narrations that refer to the dep-
ravation of an individual from 
the very thing he deprives others 
from, or the rewards, in multi-
ples, of that which he provides. 
Among these narrations are:

1. “Allah will not be Merciful 
to those who are not merciful to 
mankind.” [Al-Bukhari]

2. “Allah does not bestow His 
mercy except on the merciful 
among His slaves.” [Al-Bukhari]

3. “Every good deed will be 
rewarded tenfold, up to seven 
hundred times, and Allah multi-
plies to whomever he wills.” [Al-
Bukhari and Muslim]

4. “Allah Says: Spend O son 
of Aadam and I shall spend upon 
you.” [Al-Bukhari and Muslim]

There is no better time to start 
making positive changes in our 
lives than this blessed month. In 
Ramadan, many good things oc-
cur: the rewards are multiplied, 
the devils are chained, the gates 
of Hellfi re are closed, and the 
gates of Paradise are opened. 
Every night of Ramadan, Allah 
redeems believers from the pains 
of Hellfi re. It is the month of 
mercy, repentance, and charity. 
Use it or lose it!

Article source: http://www.is-
lamwab.net/emainpage/

Awqaf to grant 
scholarships 
to 20 specially 
abled students
The General Directorate of 

Endowments of the Minis-
try of Endowments (Awqaf) 

and Islamic Aff airs will give schol-
arships to 20 specially abled stu-
dents at Al-Tamakon Compre-
hensive School. 

The initiative is implemented 
with the support from the Waqf 
Bank for Scientifi c and Cultural 
Development and the Waqf Bank 
for Health Care while upholding 
Awqaf’s slogan ‘endowment is a 
community partnership’.  

The announcement came yes-
terday from the director general 
of the General Administration of 
Endowments at Awqaf Sheikh Dr 
Khalid bin Mohamed bin Ghanem 
al-Thani during the press confer-
ence held at the headquarters of 
the administration. 

Al-Thani hailed the close re-
lationship between the two sides 
due to the distinguished services 
the school provides. 

“Societies are based on em-
powering all their segments, by 

providing them with a suitable 
environment, which creates op-
portunities for creativity and cre-
ates an atmosphere for them to 
grow. The administration is keen 
to achieve a better environment 
for specially abled people with 
Awqaf’s partners,” he said. Dr 
Hind al-Rabah, General Consult-
ant and Supervisor for Develop-

ment and Education, expressed 
his gratitude to Awqaf and the en-
dowers. 

“We witness the direct and 
practical eff ects of these endow-
ments,” he said, urging the phi-
lanthropists to establish more 
endowments through which stu-
dents with disabilities can be sup-
ported.

Awqaf to conduct patient visits at 
three hospitals during Ramadan

The Department of Da’wa 
and Guidance at the Min-
istry of Endowments 

(Awqaf) and Islamic Affairs  will 
hold patient visits to Hamad 
General Hospital, Al Wakra Hos-
pital and Al Khor Hospital as part 
of its ‘Healing and Mercy’ cam-
paign during Ramadan. 

To continue until the 18th of 
the blessed month of Ramadan. 
The campaign is implemented 
by Al Mutawa Office at the de-
partment in co-operation with 
the Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC).

Malallah Abdurahman al-Jab-
er, director of the Department of 
Da’wa and Guidance, said this co-
operation opens new horizons and 
various fi elds for advocacy and the 
provision of advocacy services. He 
added that the Da’wa Department 
is keen in its programmes and ac-
tivities to communicate with all 
segments of society and reach 
them in their places, including 
health institutions. 

The campaign will remind the 
virtues of the month of Ramadan 
and fasting while highlighting 
the virtue of the Qur’an and its 

great role. It aims to revive and 
encourage the humanitarian 
meanings and sublime Islamic 
morals that call for visiting the 
sick person, checking on him and 
standing by his side.

Al-Mutawa offices affiliated 
with the department are present 
in several hospitals to meet pa-
tients’ desires to support pa-
tients and visitors. Preachers 
also make continuous visits to 
patients in their rooms to pro-
vide advice and remind them of 
the reward of patience in the face 
of affliction.

QF’s Siraj TV series launches new 
Ramadan edition for children

Qatar Foundation’s educational and enter-
taining TV series Siraj has launched a new 
Ramadan edition specifi cally designed for 

children in Qatar and the wider Arab region.
The fi rst episode, titled ‘Why do we fast? was 

aired on the fi rst day of the Holy Month, teaching 
children about the virtues of Ramadan, fasting, 
meal preparation and sharing, and highlighting the 
cultural and religious importance of this special 
month. 

Further, Ramadan episodes will be broadcast 
every Friday and re-aired on Saturdays and can be 
viewed on Qatar TV.  Each episode will also be post-
ed on the Siraj YouTube channel, making it even 
easier way for families to come together and enjoy 
the show. Each of the special Ramadan episodes of 
the Siraj series highlights basic Islamic values such 
as gratitude, charity, the importance of generosity, 
the signifi cance of supplication, and maintaining 
good relations with relatives. Through captivating 
stories, children learn about the essential aspects 
of their faith alongside Siraj’s characters, Noura and 
Rashid.

Mu’nis Mheidat, head of national programmes 
in the Education Development Institute of Qa-
tar Foundation’s Pre-University Education, spoke 
about how Ramadan is the perfect opportunity to 
cultivate a fondness for prayer and fasting among 
children. 

“Integrating these virtues into Siraj’s programme 
and embedding them in children from an early age is 
crucial,” he said. “This practice establishes the basis 
for a society intimately connected to its faith, up-
holding its moral principles, traditions, and Islamic 
values.

“Choosing a single focus for each episode allows 
us to concentrate on conveying it in an easily com-
prehensible manner. The key point is that teaching 

our children a virtue involves not just informing 
them about it, but also empowering them to imple-
ment and embrace this virtue in their daily lives.”

Mheidat said that alongside the Siraj episodes, 
the ‘Siraj is my inspiration in Ramadan’ initiative 
will be launched in Qatar Foundation schools, tar-
geting children from pre-school to the fourth grade. 
This initiative emphasises how Ramadan is a time 
for spiritual and physical engagement, and aims to 
transform media content into collaborative student 
projects.

“By allocating each week of Ramadan to a specifi c 
value, teachers will incorporate these values into 
their classroom lessons through practical activities 
that have a positive impact on both the school and 
family communities,” added Mheidat.

Qatar Charity delivers Iftar meals to 
orphans and refugee families in Turkiye

As part of its Ramadan cam-
paign “Endless Giving”, 
Qatar Charity has started 

implementing the “Feed the Fast-
ing” project for the benefi t of or-
phans and sponsored individuals 
of Syrian refugee families and the 
needy families in the Gaziantep 
province in southern Turkiye.

As many as 56,000 meals 
are expected to be distributed 
throughout the holy month of Ra-
madan across several provinces 
in collaboration with munici-
palities, including Sahinbey, Kilis, 
Uskudar, and Greater Shanliurfa.

The “Feed the Fasting” project 
coincides with a campaign 
launched by Qatar Charity aimed 
at sponsoring 5,000 new orphans 
under the slogan “Expand Your 
Family”. Yousuf bin Ahmed al-
Hammadi, general supervisor of 
Qatar Charity’s office in Turkiye, 
expressed his gratitude to the 
donors for their continuous con-
tributions to the Ramadan cam-
paign. He acknowledged that 
their generous support alleviates 
the suffering of crisis-affected 
people, the needy, orphans, and 
sponsored individuals world-
wide. 

Al-Hammadi added: “Every 
contribution made by the benev-
olent people in the State of Qatar 
makes positive impact world-
wide, and we are confident that 

the generous people of Qatar will 
make more efforts to contribute 
to providing a dignified life for 
those in need.”

Adam Ilik, director of Social 
Assistance Affairs at Shahin-
bey Municipality, stated that 
the municipality, in collabora-
tion with Qatar Charity, pro-

vides Iftar meals to needy fami-
lies every Ramadan. He thanked 
Qatar Charity for supporting the 
initiative. 

Qatar Charity has a plan to 
distribute 31,500 ready-to-eat 
meals to internally displaced 
persons in the camps of northern 
Syria during Ramadan.

Qatar Charity aims to distribute about 56,000 meals throughout 
Ramadan in Turkiye.

Mu’nis Mheidat

DFI reveals access to Qumra master classes until March 17

The Doha Film Institute (DFI) has 
announced that accredited Qum-
ra 2024 members will have the 

opportunity to access master classes 
online until March 17, featuring insights 
from acclaimed filmmakers worldwide.

According to DFI, these sessions, con-
ducted by six distinguished Qumra 2024 
Masters, promise to be a treasure trove 

of creative inspiration and practical ad-
vice for budding filmmakers. The ses-
sions aim to provide invaluable insights 
into the art and craft of filmmaking.

The Qumra 2024 Masters roster in-
cludes personalities such as Leos Carax, 
Claire Denis, Atom Egoyan, Martín Her-
nandez, Jim Sheridan and the celebrated 
actor-producer Toni Collette. 

Through these online master classes, 
they share their directorial expertise with 
Qumra delegates and registered partici-
pants. The recent 10th edition of Qumra, 
which ran from March 1 to 6, was held at 
the Museum of Islamic Art. 

This edition of the event brought to-
gether fi lm auteurs and international 
industry experts. It featured exclusive 

mentorship sessions, workshops, and 
screenings of impactful fi lms, all geared 
toward nurturing emerging voices in cin-
ema.

DFI highlighted that more than 200 in-
dustry experts participated in the event, 
along with talents associated with more 
than 40 Qumra projects hailing from over 
20 countries. Among these projects were 

13 feature narratives, 11 documentaries, 11 
shorts, and seven web/TV series in vari-
ous stages of production.

This year’s Qumra projects featured 
a strong representation from Qatari or 
Qatar-based directors, with 11 projects di-
rected by nationals. This underscores the 
growing infl uence and creativity within 
Qatar’s growing fi lm industry, DFI said.
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Report begging during Ramadan, urges MoI
The Ministry of Interior (MoI) has 

urged to report begging during Ra-
madan.  

“If you see beggars please report Anti-
Begging Section on 2347444 or 33618627. 
Authorised charitable organisations are 
the best providers of assistance to eligi-
ble poor and needy people,” MoI said in its 
Ramadan safety guidelines. 

MoI urged the public to adhere to the 
guidelines to ensure domestic safety and 
security. The guidelines include general, 
traffi  c and fi re safety tips. 

“The home is one of the most impor-
tant places In which family members feel 
stable and safe. However, many risks may 
lead to accidents for various reasons in-
cluding lack of knowledge, negligence 
or failure to know the information about 
methods of prevention and safety from 
various household accidents in general 
and in the month of Ramadan In particu-
lar,” MoI said in a statement. 

The guidelines urge the public to con-
tact 999 in case of any emergency or the 
deaf emergency service number 992.

MoI urged to avoid speeding and reck-
lessness while driving before Iftar time. 
“Adhere to the specifi ed speeds on the 
road, and refrain from nervousness and 
emotional reactions that may accompa-
ny fasting Individuals, especially during 
driving. Ensure that the road is complete-
ly free from both sides before crossing, 
especially during peak hours and cross it 
only through designated areas for cross-
ing. If it’s time for Iftar or nearing the time 
of Suhoor, there’s no need to be preoc-
cupied with anything other than driving, 
whether eating or drinking. It’s recom-
mended to stop at designated waiting ar-
eas to consume food and drink and then 
proceed to your destination safely,” the 
guidelines noted. 

“Don’t let the children play in the in-

ternal roads of the residential areas espe-
cially at night to ensure their safety from 
traffi  c accidents and allow them to play 
only in designated areas for playing. Avoid 
driving when fatigued or experiencing 
dizziness, as these symptoms can lead to a 
lack of focus and attention during driving, 
if you suff er from conditions requiring 
rest, medication or stimulants aff ecting 
concentration or causing relaxation,” the 
guidelines said.

Regarding fi re safety, MoI said: “Make 
sure that there is a proper fi re extinguish-
er in your house. Don’t leave the match 
until it is completely extinguished. Don’t 
leave the children in the kitchen or near-
by hot and burning materials or electrical 
power sources. 

“Don’t wear fl owing dresses or ny-
lon mixed wear in the kitchen to avoid 
catching fi re. When a fi re breaks out in 
the oil pan, avoid pouring water into the 

pan as it ignites the fi re. Cover the burn-
ing pan by placing the nearest thick lid on 
the pan or covering it with a fi re blanket,” 
MoI said.

“When a fi re breaks out in the trash 
bin, cover the burning trash bin immedi-
ately with a damp cloth to prevent oxygen 
from igniting the fi re. When you smell 
a gas odour, immediately open all doors 
and windows to reduce the concentra-
tion of leaked gas. Do not use a burning 

matchstick near a gas cylinder to locate 
the place of leakage and avoid switching 
on the lights and exhaust fan for ventila-
tion as they may serve as points of ignition 
to the highly infl ammable gas. An electric 
spark from the switches of a light or a fan 
is suffi  cient to ignite the leaked gas. Make 
sure to put the gas cylinders in a cool and 
open place to get them under control easi-
ly when necessary and do not expose them 
to the sun,” the guidelines added.

QU’s Genesis Technologies in strategic partnership with Korean CPLabs

Genesis Technologies, a 
pioneering startup affi  li-
ated with Qatar University 

(QU) specialising in blockchain 
technologies, has offi  cially an-
nounced a strategic partnership 
with CPLabs, South Korea’s lead-
ing blockchain company.

This collaboration marks a sig-
nifi cant step towards harnessing 
the synergies between the two 
entities to develop cutting-edge 
blockchain solutions that cater 
to the unique challenges and op-
portunities within Qatar’s rapidly 
evolving digital sphere, according 
to QU statement.

The statement pointed out that 
Genesis Technologies and CPLabs 

are set to play a pivotal role in re-
alising Qatar’s Vision 2030 for a 
digital economy. The collabora-
tion aims to deliver unparalleled 
security and resilience against cy-
ber threats, underscoring the im-
portance of robust blockchain so-
lutions in the ever-evolving digital 
landscape.

In this context, CEO of Genesis 
Technologies Prof Mazen al-Masri 
underscored the signifi cance of 
this co-operation and said: “We 
are thrilled to collaborate with 
a well-established and innova-
tive company like CPLabs that is 
a pioneer in the world of block-
chain. Both companies share a 
similar vision to enable the dig-

ital transformation of business, 
government, and society, leading 
to a more secure, intelligent, and 
high-performing world. We will 
join eff orts to produce best-of-
breed solutions that respect local 
regulations and serve the local 
context eff ectively”.

Head of the business division at 
CPLabs Richard Yun highlighted 
the company’s extensive experi-
ence and leadership in the block-
chain domain. Yun stated, “As 
Korea’s fi rst blockchain technol-
ogy company, CPLabs has been at 
the forefront of commercialising 
blockchain based on the experi-
ence and expertise accumulated 
since the early days of blockchain 

technology in 2013.
“We aim to drive future 

changes in digital assets, which 
are essential elements of dig-
ital transformation, through 
blockchain technology. With 327 
blockchain-related patents held 
worldwide, we have established 
ourselves as a complete IT so-
lutions provider and are grow-
ing into a successful provider of 
solutions for government and 
institutional blockchain adop-
tion,” Yun added.

Yun further emphasised 
CPLabs’ commitment to navi-
gating the challenges of the 
GCC market, expressing en-
thusiasm about the partnership 

with Genesis Technologies. The 
GCC market presents another 
challenge for CPLabs. Being the 
only local blockchain company 
in Qatar, our partnership agree-
ment with Genesis Technology, a 
startup at QU, holds great prom-
ise for both parties to enter the 
local government agencies and 
markets jointly. “We got attract-
ed to collaborate with Genesis 
Technologies because they share 
an innovative mindset as we do. 
Furthermore, we are committed 
to providing unlimited support 
and playing a leading role in con-
tributing to the development of 
blockchain technology in Qatar,” 
he highlighted. Founded in 2022, 

Genesis Technologies has quick-
ly made its mark in the block-
chain industry with the creation 
of MaxYa, a carbon-negative 
blockchain. MaxYa garnered in-
ternational recognition by rank-
ing second in the world’s most 
reputable Web3 and Blockchain 
digital transformation competi-
tion in 2022 under the IT Infra-
structure subcategory.

The company is committed to 
establishing a national block-
chain infrastructure in Qatar, 
streamlining processes across 
the public and private sectors, 
and digitising operations to en-
hance efficiency and security. 
(QNA)

UDC organises second 
‘The Pearl Ramadan 
football tournament’
United Development Com-

pany (UDC), the master 
developer of The Pearl Is-

land and Gewan Island, success-
fully launched the second edition 
of ‘The Pearl Ramadan Football 
Tournament’. 

The tournament will continue 
until March 24 at Temba Arena 
Football Court in Costa Malaz at 
The Pearl Island. This year’s tour-
nament boasts the participation 
of 16 teams, an increase from the 
12 teams in last year’s edition. 

This sporting event will be 
sponsored by several service pro-
viders/contractors incorporating 
with The Pearl Island, as well as 
with Paris Saint-Germain Acad-
emy comprising residents from 
diverse backgrounds across the 
island. By expanding community 
participation in sports activities, 
UDC aims to cultivate a culture of 
fi tness and wellbeing throughout 

the community. At UDC, fostering 
a sense of community and pro-
moting healthy living are essential 
pillars of sustainable develop-
ment. 

The Pearl Island Ramadan Foot-
ball Tournament exemplifi es the 
company’s commitment to these 
ideals. 

By providing residents with 
opportunities for active partici-
pation and friendly competition, 
UDC not only encourages physical 
fi tness but also facilitates mean-
ingful interaction and solidarity 
among residents. 

This tournament is just one of 
many initiatives aimed at creating 
a vibrant and inclusive commu-
nity on The Pearl Island. Through 
initiatives like these, UDC aims to 
not only enhance the quality of life 
for its residents but also strength-
en its commitment to corporate 
social responsibility, making The 

Pearl Island a truly unique and 
thriving community.

Renowned for its exemplary 
community management, The 
Pearl Island continues to evolve as 
a preferred destination for sports 
and fi tness enthusiasts. Through-
out Ramadan, UDC endeavours 
to promote healthy activity and 
community engagement through 
the spirit of football.

In tandem with the football 
tournament, UDC is hosting The 
Pearl Ramadan Bazaar on Porto 
Arabia’s waterfront, off ering resi-
dents and visitors alike a tradi-
tional cultural experience of shop-
ping and leisure amidst Ramadan 
nights. 

This vibrant event adds to the 
spirit of community and celebra-
tion on The Pearl Island, creating a 
truly enriching and rewarding at-
mosphere during the holy month 
of Ramadan.

The tournament will continue until March 24 at Temba Arena Football Court in Costa Malaz at The Pearl Island.

Qatar Living signs 
pact with USQBC 
for mutual growth
Qatar Living and the US-

Qatar Business Council 
(USQBC) in Doha recent-

ly signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) to foster mu-
tual growth and bolster USQBC’s 
online presence. 

This partnership refl ects the 
shared vision of USQBC and Qa-
tar Living to enhance digital visi-
bility and foster business growth 
between the two organisations. 
Following this partnership, Qa-
tar Living will provide digital 
media coverage for USQBC this 
year. The mutually benefi cial 
collaboration will implement a 
cross-promotional strategy that 
will increase visibility for both 
organisations.

Sheikha Mayes bint Hamad 
al-Thani, managing director of 
USQBC Doha Offi  ce, said: “I am 
very pleased about the strategic 
partnership between the US-
Qatar Business Council and Qa-
tar Living, which will facilitate 
mutual growth and enhance dig-
ital visibility.

“Our steadfast commitment 
to continuously supporting our 
esteemed member companies 
continues to be a cornerstone of 
our mission at USQBC. This in-
novative partnership is poised to 
provide substantial value to our 
esteemed member companies.”

Haitham al-Haidari, CEO 
of Qatar Living, said: “We are 
thrilled to announce our part-

nership with USQBC, where we 
will harness the expertise of Qa-
tar Living and its extensive com-
munity reach. 

“Our goal is to showcase the 
impactful initiatives undertaken 
by USQBC for the community 
and the economy. We anticipate 
that this collaboration will yield 
fruitful and mutually benefi cial 
results.”

Qatar Living will serve as an 
invaluable resource and will 
sponsor or co-host strategic 
events and initiatives of USQBC 
and showcase them on their 
website and social media chan-
nels, thereby improving digital 
visibility and exposure for both 
organisations.

Sheikha Mayes bint Hamad al-Thani, managing director of USQBC Doha Off ice, and Haitham al-Haidari, 
CEO of Qatar Living, signing the memorandum of understanding in a ceremony held recently at the 
USQBC headquarters in Doha.
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UN agency says staff er 
killed in Israeli 
strike on aid centre
AFP 
Gaza Strip 

The UN agency for Pales-
tinian refugees said one 
of its staff  members was 

killed yesterday in an Israeli 
strike on a food distribution cen-
tre in war-hit Gaza.

“At least one UNRWA staff  
member was killed and another 
22 were injured when Israeli forc-
es hit a food distribution centre 
in the eastern part of Rafah” in 
southern Gaza, the agency said in 
a statement. The Israeli military 
did not immediately respond to 
AFP’s request for comment.

The health ministry in the Ha-
mas-run Gaza Strip had earlier 
said four people were killed in 
the “bombing of the warehouse”.

Yesterday’s incident comes 
amid mounting concern about 
worsening humanitarian condi-
tions in Gaza, where Israel has 
carried out military operations 
since October intended to elimi-
nate the Hamas group.

“Today’s attack on one of the 
very few remaining UNRWA 
distribution centres in the Gaza 
Strip comes as food supplies are 
running out, hunger is wide-
spread and, in some areas, turn-
ing into famine,” said UNRWA 
chief Philippe Lazzarini.

He also said the UN had shared 
co-ordinates of the facility with 
the Israeli army on Tuesday.

An UNRWA spokeswoman 
said the facility was used “to 
distribute much-needed food 

and other lifesaving items to dis-
placed people in southern Gaza”.

At least 165 UNRWA employ-
ees have been killed since the 
beginning of the Israel-Hamas 
war in October, Wednesday’s 
UNRWA statement said.

“More than 150 UNRWA fa-
cilities were hit, some totally 
destroyed, among them many 
schools,” it said.

An AFP photographer saw 
victims of the strike yesterday 
arriving at Al-Najjar hospital in 
Rafah, at least one of whom was 
identifi ed by other people at the 
hospital as a UN employee.

Witnesses said the strike com-
pounded security fears in Rafah, 
which is overcrowded with 1.5mn 
mostly displaced people, further 

marring the normally festive 
fasting month of Ramadan which 
began on Monday.

“It’s an UNRWA centre, ex-
pected to be secure,” said Rafah 
resident Sami Abu Salim.

“Some came to work to dis-
tribute aid to the people in need 
of food during the holy month of 
Ramadan. Suddenly, they were 
struck by two missiles.” Hasan Abu 
Auda, displaced from Beit Hanoun 
in northern Gaza, said people had 
come to the warehouse “to sustain 
themselves for their daily meals”. 
“It’s Ramadan today,” he said. 
“How can they bombard us during 
the month of Ramadan?” The war 
in Gaza was triggered by Hamas’ 
unprecedented October fi rst week 
storming of southern Israel.

Palestinians walk outside a UNRWA warehouse/distribution centre in Rafah, in the southern Gaza Strip, 
which was partially hit by a strike, yesterday.

Sheets showing greeting messages for the holy month of 
Ramadan hang outside buildings at a camp sheltering displaced 
Palestinians erected in a school run by the UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) in Rafah in the southern 
Gaza Strip, yesterday.

Hamas fi ghter killed in 
Israel strike in Lebanon
AFP
Beirut

Palestinian group Hamas 
said one of its members was 
killed in an Israeli strike 

in south Lebanon yesterday that 
state media said killed two people.

Hamas said the man killed in the 
strike was Hadi Mustafa, a mem-
ber of its armed wing in Lebanon 
from the Palestinian refugee camp 
of Rashidiyeh, close to the coastal 
city of Tyre.

The Israeli army said in a state-
ment that it carried out a strike in 
the Tyre area. It described Mus-
tafa as a “signifi cant operative” 
behind attacks.

An AFP photographer saw the 
mangled wreck of a car engulfed 
by fl ames near the camp.

Lebanon’s offi  cial National 
News Agency said a Syrian pas-
serby was also killed.

Since war erupted between 
Hamas and Israel in October, 
its Lebanese ally Hezbollah has 
exchanged near-daily fire with 
Israel, while Palestinian groups 
in Lebanon have also claimed 
cross-border attacks.

A strike in January, which a 
US defence official said was car-
ried out by Israel, killed Hamas 
deputy leader Saleh al-Aruri and 
six fighters in Hezbollah’s south 
Beirut stronghold — the most 
high-profile Hamas figure to be 

killed during the war. In Febru-
ary, security sources told AFP a 
senior Hamas officer had sur-
vived an assassination attempt 
south of Beirut.

Israel has struck targets in-
creasingly deep into Lebanese 
territory in response to cross-
border fire. Israeli strikes against 
in eastern Lebanon killed two 
Hezbollah members on Tuesday.

Since hostilities began, at 
least 321 people have been killed 
in Lebanon, mainly Hezbollah 
fighters but also including 55 ci-
vilians, according to an AFP tally.

In Israel, at least 10 soldiers 
and seven civilians have been 
killed in the cross-border ex-
changes, the military says.

Rwanda court upholds 
election ban on 
opposition politician
AFP
Kigali

A Rwandan court yesterday 
found opposition leader 
and dissident Victoire 

Ingabire ineligible to run in the 
July presidential polls because 
of previous convictions for ter-
rorism and genocide denial.

A fi erce critic of Rwanda’s 
long-ruling President Paul Kag-
ame, Ingabire spent eight years 
in prison before receiving a 
presidential pardon in 2018 that 
cut short her 15-year sentence.

She had asked the Kigali high 
court to allow her to contest the 
July 15 polls despite a legal ban 
on convicted candidates who 
have been jailed for six months 
or longer. 

“The court fi nds that Ingabi-
re’s request to have her convic-
tion removed is not accepted,” a 
judge said, reading out the deci-
sion.

“I disagree with this ruling. 
It is clearly politicised. We still 
have a country where the courts 
are still not independent,” Inga-
bire said after the court deci-
sion.

According to Rwandan law, 
she will be allowed to appeal the 
ruling only after two years.

The polls are widely expected 
to return Kagame to offi  ce for a 
fourth seven-year term, after he 
presided over controversial con-
stitution amendments allow-
ing him to potentially rule until 
2034.

The 66-year-old has been at 
the helm of the landlocked Afri-
can nation for decades, winning 
presidential elections in 2003, 
2010 and 2017 — with more than 
90% of the vote.

Kagame’s only known chal-
lenger in the July polls is Green 
Party leader Frank Habineza, 
who secured 0.45 percent of 
the vote in 2017. All other le-
gally registered opposition 
parties back the ruling Rwan-
dan Patriotic Front.

Ingabire’s Dalfa Umurunzi 
(Development And Liberty For 
All) movement is not officially 
registered in Rwanda.

An ethnic Hutu, Ingabire, 
55, was accused of “division-
ism” after publicly question-
ing the government narrative 
of the 1994 genocide targeting 
the Tutsi minority that killed 
around 800,000 people. Kag-
ame has been praised for 
bringing stability to the Af-
rican nation but his govern-
ment’s dismal human rights 
record has drawn censure.

A Greek frigate deployed to the 
Red Sea last month to ward off  
attacks on shipping by Yemen’s 
Houthis saw action for the first 
time yesterday, the military said, 
AFP reported from Athens.
The Greek general staff  in a 
statement said that the frigate 
Hydra had fired its gun at two 
drones, which then flew away.
The engagement in the Gulf of 
Aden was part of the Hydra’s 
mission to provide protection for a 
cargo ship, which the military did 
not identify by name. The Hydra 
sailed out last month to join the 
operation Aspides, named after 
the Greek word for shield, which 
was launched by the European 
Union in February with the goal of 
protecting international shipping.

Nigeria’s president has ordered 
security forces not to pay a 
ransom for the release of more 
than 250 school pupils seized by 
gunmen last week, the country’s 
information minister said yesterday, 
AFP reported. Relatives say the 
kidnappers have demanded a 
large payment for the return of the 
students abducted from their school 
in Kuriga village in northwestern 
Kaduna State on Thursday. Criminal 
gangs often carry out mass 
kidnappings in northwest Nigeria, 
targeting schools, villages, highways. 

Greek frigate sees 
first anti-drone 
action in Red Sea

Nigeria vows not 
to pay ransom
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Reuters
Sydney

Australia is confident the 
US will follow through 
with the sale of nuclear-

powered submarines as part of 
the AUKUS deal, a minister said 
yesterday, after mooted cuts to 
the US programme sparked con-
cerns the deliveries could be de-
layed or scrapped.

Under the AUKUS partnership 
signed in 2021, the US will sell 

Australia between three and five 
Virginia-class attack submarines 
from the early 2030s as a stopgap 
while Australia and Britain build 
a new SSN-AUKUS class due 
roughly a decade later.

Fears that long-standing 
backlogs at US shipyards and a 
shrinking submarine fleet could 
undercut willingness for the 
sales boiled over this week when 
the Biden administration cut its 
funding request for the Virginia 
class.

Defence Industry Minister Pat 

Conroy said Australia had total 
confidence in the AUKUS deal 
and that the US was making good 
progress upgrading its shipyards 
so they could produce the Vir-
ginia class for both navies.

“I see a lot of hyperbolic head-
lines about the death of AUKUS, I 
think it’s the fourth time AUKUS 
has died in the last year,” he told 
Reuters by phone.

“We remain very confident 
that we’ll be in a position for the 
Virginia class to be sold to Aus-
tralia on the timeframes articu-

lated.” The US navy is building an 
average of slightly more than one 
Virginia-class submarine a year, 
well short of the estimated 2.33 
needed to grow its fleet and sell 
Australia boats.

At a budget briefing on Mon-
day, US undersecretary of the 
navy Erik Raven said the subma-
rine industrial base was stressed, 
but an $11.1bn, five-year invest-
ment in the budget request plus a 
promised $3bn from Australia as 
part of AUKUS would lift produc-
tion to target.

But by the time the sales near 
in 2030, the number of attack 
submarines in the US navy is set 
to fall to a historic low of 46 ver-
sus a target of 66, according to 
Michael Shoebridge, founder of 
Strategic Analysis Australia and a 
former defence official.

“It’s going to get harder for a 
commander of the US submarine 
force to say, no, I can get by with 
less submarines, I’m happy to sell 
three to my Australian friends,” 
he said.

“A US president will come un-

der more pressure to say, I need 
to look after my own security 
first.”

Former prime minister Mal-
colm Turnbull, whose plan to buy 
French submarines was scrapped 
by his successor in favour of 
AUKUS, said yesterday the US 
was unlikely to make its own def-
icit worse by sending submarines 
to Australia.

“This is really a case of us be-
ing mugged by reality,” he told 
the Australian Broadcasting Cor-
poration.

Australia confi dent of receiving N-subs in AUKUS deal

Huge blast
kills two,
injures 26 
in China
AFP
Sanhe, China

A huge suspected gas explosion 
at a restaurant in northern 
China killed two people and 

injured 26 more yesterday, state me-
dia reported, causing severe damage 
to buildings.

The blast occurred just before 
8am (0000GMT), state broadcaster 
CCTV said, in a residential area in 
the city of Sanhe, Hebei province, 
less than 50kms east of the centre of 
Beijing.

Footage online circulated by state 
media showed a huge explosion that 
sent plumes of smoke and fi re across 
a busy road.

CCTV reported yesterday after-
noon that two people had since died, 
26 were injured and the fi re had been 
extinguished.

The explosion was suspected to 
have been caused by a gas leak at a 
fried chicken shop, state media re-
ported.

Two large buildings were com-
pletely destroyed in the blast, 
footage shared by the broadcaster 
showed, with rescue teams seen 
hauling away a car hit by the explo-
sion.

Rescue workers can also be seen 
carrying away a large gas canister.

Journalists were prevented from 

reaching the blast site by local offi  -
cials, who at times physically man-
handled reporters attempting to ap-
proach the area.

Footage circulating on social 
media showed a team from CCTV 
being prevented from fi lming a 
live broadcast near the location of 
the explosion, with offi  cials heard 
saying the scene remained dan-
gerous.

In response to the incident, the 
All-China Journalists Associa-
tion issued a statement yesterday 
evening entitled “proper interviews 
are a journalist’s right” – a rare pub-
lic showing of support for media 
rights in the country.

Residents told journalists they 
had heard a loud explosion before 
rushing outside to see a plume of 
smoke rising into the morning air.

“I heard a great big bang... which 
scared me stiff ,” a seller at a local 
market said.

“Outside, I saw clouds of black 
smoke,” they added.

Another seller said they also heard 
a “huge bang” from the blast site, in 
a bustling area of squat apartment 
blocks about six or seven fl oors high.

“The noise was too loud,” a ven-
dor said adding she had heard a 
“second explosion”.

A local man said he did not see the 
explosion, but when he reached the 
scene, there was still thick smoke.

Smoke rises from Space One’s launching pad on the tip of Kii peninsula, after Japan’s Space One’s small, solid-fuelled Kairos rocket exploded 
shortly after its inaugural launch, as people look on in Kushimoto town, Wakayama prefecture, Japan, yesterday.

Japanese firm’s space rocket
explodes seconds after launch
AFP
Tokyo

A rocket made by a Japanese company 
exploded seconds after launch yes-
terday, in a spectacular failure for the 

start-up’s bid to put a satellite into orbit.
Tokyo-based Space One’s 60-foot Kairos 

rocket blasted off  in the coastal Wakayama 
region of western Japan, carrying a small gov-
ernment test satellite.

But around fi ve seconds later, the solid-fuel 
rocket erupted in fi re, sending white smoke 
billowing around the remote mountainous 

area as orange fl ames raged on the ground, live 
footage showed.

Space One said it had taken the decision to 
“abort the fl ight” and details were being in-
vestigated. “We want to accept this outcome 
in a forward-looking manner and embark on 
our next challenge,” company president Ma-
sakazu Toyoda told reporters, asserting that 
Space One does not use the term “failure”.

The fi rm wishes to “contribute to the ex-
pansion of space-related services” through 
successful satellite launches by its rockets in 
the future, he added.

Burning debris fell onto the surrounding 
slopes as sprinklers began spraying water, 

in dramatic scenes watched by hundreds of 
spectators gathered at public viewing areas 
including a nearby waterfront.

Private companies like Space One are play-
ing an increasingly important role in space 
exploration worldwide.

Last month a Houston-based company 
landed America’s fi rst spaceship on the Moon 
in more than 50 years, and rockets made by 
Elon Musk’s SpaceX have come to be heavily 
relied upon by Nasa.

But failures are rife, and last year another 
Japanese start-up, ispace, tried in vain to be-
come the fi rst private company to land on the 
Moon.

Former New Zealand
lawmaker pleads 
guilty to shoplift ing

Former New Zealand lawmaker 
Golriz Ghahraman yesterday 
pleaded guilty to shoplifting, a 
scandal that has derailed the 
centre-left politician’s once-
promising career.
Ghahraman, the first refugee 
elected to New Zealand’s 
parliament, stepped down from 
her political duties on January 
16, citing the need to address her 
mental health.
Soon after, police charged the 
rising star of the Green Party 
with shoplifting from boutique 
clothing stores.
The 43-year-old, who 
previously served as her 
party’s justice spokeswoman, 
pleaded guilty yesterday at 
Auckland District Court to 
four counts of shoplifting, an 
official said.
A former human rights lawyer, 
Ghahraman said at the time of 
her resignation that work-related 
stress had led her to “act in 
ways that are completely out of 
character.
“I am not trying to excuse my 
actions, but I do want to explain 
them. I have let down a lot of 
people,” she said at the time.

Medical workers walk across a pedestrian crossing outside a hospital in Seoul yesterday. Thousands 
of trainee medics walked off  the job on February 20 to protest government plans to sharply increase 
the number of doctors, which it says is essential to combat shortages and serve South Korea’s rapidly 
ageing population.

Trainee medics on strike
China military delegation
visits Maldives, Lanka, Nepal

Reuters
Beijing

A Chinese military delega-
tion yesterday wrapped up 
a visit to three of India’s 

closest neighbours – the Mal-
dives, Sri Lanka and Nepal – to 
boost bilateral defence ties, deep-
ening relations in a region that 
New Delhi considers its sphere of 
infl uence.

The People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) delegation held “in-depth 
discussions” on bilateral defence 
co-operation and reached vari-
ous points of “consensus” during 
a visit from March 4 to 13, China’s 
defence ministry said in a state-
ment, without elaborating.

The talks also focused on re-
gional and security issues, the 
statement said, adding it “en-
riched the content of defence co-
operation” between China and 
the three countries.

Ties between Beijing and 
New Delhi have grown more 
tense in recent months, 
strained by disputes over how 

their borders should be drawn 
to the passage of Chinese sur-
vey vessels in the Indian Ocean. 
In 2020, relations nosedived 
after 20 Indian and four Chi-
nese soldiers were killed during 
a border skirmish.

On Tuesday, India rejected 
Chinese objections to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s weekend 
visit to Arunachal Pradesh in the 
eastern Himalayas, which China 
claims to be a part of southern 
Tibet. 

Adding to India’s unease, China 
has been trying to boost ties with 
nations in the Indian Ocean since 
the world’s second-biggest econ-
omy reopened its borders after 
three years of self-imposed pan-
demic curbs.

China this year elevated ties 
with the Maldives when its new-
ly elected President Mohamed 
Muizzu pivoted from India and 
paid his fi rst state visit to Beijing 
after winning on on “India Out” 
campaign platform, vowing to 
remove a small Indian military 
presence of about 75 personnel 
from the island nation.

AFP
Geneva

The UN yesterday called for 
increased support for the 
many Rohingya refugees 

languishing in camps in Bangla-
desh, where funding shortfalls 
have left many without enough 

food or other aid. In its annual re-
sponse plan to the crisis, the United 
Nations appealed for $852.4mn to 
provide desperately-needed as-
sistance this year to the mostly 
Muslim Rohingya refugees in 
Bangladesh and their host com-
munities.

Bangladesh is home to around 
a million members of the mostly 

stateless minority, many of whom 
fl ed a 2017 military crackdown in 
Myanmar, where the confl ict on 
the ground has continued to es-
calate.

Some 95% of Rohingya house-
holds in Bangladesh are con-
sidered vulnerable and remain 
dependent on humanitarian as-
sistance, the United Nations refu-

gee agency (UNHCR) pointed out 
in a statement. “International 
solidarity with Bangladesh and 
refugee protection is needed more 
than ever as the confl ict in Myan-
mar escalates,” it said.

Last year, the UN and its part-
ners asked countries to provide 
$876mn to help those caught up in 
the Rohingya refugee crisis.

But in the end, only $440mn – 
barely half the requested amount 
– was provided.

With the humanitarian crisis 
largely out of the international 
spotlight, UNHCR warned that 
signifi cant funding shortfalls in 
recent years had had “serious im-
plications”.

Many of the refugees were 

struggling to meet their basic 
needs, it warned, insisting that 
“sustained assistance is critically 
and urgently needed”.

More than 75% of the refugee 
population receiving aid are wom-
en and children, it said, cautioning 
that they are facing “heightened 
risks of abuse, exploitation and 
gender-based violence”.

UN seeking more than $850mn for Rohingya refugees
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Britain’s government yester-
day unveiled legislation to 
exonerate hundreds of UK 

Post Offi  ce workers wrongly pros-
ecuted over faulty computer soft-
ware, in one of the country’s worst 
miscarriages of justice.

Parliament is expected to pass 
into law the blanket exonerations 
for off ences including theft and 
false accounting by the summer, 
with the wrongful convictions 
quashed shortly afterwards.

“We are overturning hundreds 
of convictions en bloc,” Post Of-

fice Minister Kevin Hollinrake 
told Sky News, describing the 
move as “completely unprec-
edented”.

More than 700 people running 
small local post offi  ces received 
criminal convictions between 
1999 and 2015 after the faulty Ho-
rizon accounting software made it 
appear that money had gone miss-
ing from their branches.

Many ended up bankrupt and 
shunned by their communities. 
Some were jailed. At least four 
people took their own lives.

Conservative Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak said he understood 
nothing could “make up for what 
they’ve been through” but he 

hoped the legislation marked an 
“important step forward in fi nally 
clearing their names”.

“We owe it to the victims of 
this scandal, who have had their 
lives and livelihoods callously torn 
apart, to deliver the justice they’ve 
fought so long and hard for,” he 
said in a statement.

The government said it would 
also act to improve the compensa-
tion available to diff erent groups of 
sub-postmasters.

Convicted sub-postmasters 
will receive up to £600,000 
(£767,000), while those not actu-
ally convicted but still badly af-
fected by the false accusations 
made by the Post Offi  ce will be 

entitled to a redress payment of 
£75,000.

Kevan Jones, a main opposi-
tion Labour Party MP who cam-
paigned for the sub-postmasters, 
welcomed the new Post Offi  ce Of-
fences bill as “great news”.

The government said it would 
push the bill through parliament 
quickly, with the aim of it becom-
ing law “as soon as possible ahead 
of the summer recess in late July.

The legislation will cover Eng-
land and Wales. The devolved 
governments in Scotland and 
Northern Ireland are expected to 
introduce their own plans.

A four-part television drama 
Mr Bates vs the Post Offi  ce, shown 

in early January, created a public 
outcry and galvanised government 
over the long-running scandal.

The series told the story of a 
group of sub-postmasters wrongly 
accused and their fi ghtback led by 
one of them, Alan Bates.

When Sunak announced in Jan-
uary the highly unusual decision to 
pass legislation providing blanket 
exonerations, he said he wanted to 
help right “one of the greatest mis-
carriages of justice in our nation’s 
history”.

The European boss of IT service 
giant Fujitsu, which supplied the 
fl awed Horizon system, apologised 
for his fi rm’s role in the scandal 
and said the company had a moral 

obligation to compensate victims.
“Fujitsu would like to apolo-

gise for our part in this appalling 
miscarriage of justice,” European 
director Paul Patterson said, ap-
pearing before a committee of MPs 
two weeks after programme was 
broadcast.

“We were involved from the very 
start. We did have bugs and errors 
in the system, and we did help the 
Post Offi  ce in their prosecutions of 
the sub-postmasters. For that we 
are truly sorry,” he said.

Around £179mn has already 
been spent compensating more 
than 2,800 claimants through 
schemes and litigation, according 
to the government.

Wronged UK postmasters to have convictions quashed

US, UN express 
concerns 
over India’s 
citizenship law
Reuters
Washington

The US government and the 
United Nations have ex-
pressed concerns about a 

contentious religion-based citi-
zenship law in India, with the UN 
calling the legislation “fundamen-
tally discriminatory in nature.”

Rights advocates have criticised 
the 2019 Citizenship Amendment 
Act, which the Indian government 
moved to implement on Monday. 
Human Rights Watch and Amnes-
ty International say it discrimi-
nates against Muslims.

Just weeks before Indian elec-
tions, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party government has been 
pushing to implement the law, 
which makes it easier to get Indian 
citizenship for non-Muslim refu-
gees from three Muslim-majority 
South Asian nations: Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh.

“As we said in 2019, we are con-
cerned that India’s Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act 2019 (CAA) is 
fundamentally discriminatory in 
nature and in breach of India’s in-
ternational human rights obliga-
tions,” a spokesperson of the Offi  ce 
of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights said.

He added the offi  ce was study-
ing whether the law’s implemen-
tation rules comply with interna-
tional human rights law.

The US has also signalled reser-
vations. “We are concerned about 

the notifi cation of the Citizenship 
Amendment Act on March 11. We 
are closely monitoring how this 
act will be implemented,” a US 
state department spokesperson 
said separately.

“Respect for religious freedom 
and equal treatment under the law 
for all communities are funda-
mental democratic principles,” the 
State Department spokesperson 
added in an e-mail.

The Indian embassy in Wash-
ington said yesterday the normal 
process of application for Indian 
citizenship remains available to 
everyone, regardless of national-
ity, community or faith, and that 
the CAA was meant specifi cally 
for “stateless persons from these 
persecuted communities who are 
already in India.”

Activists and rights advocates 
say the law, combined with a pro-
posed national register of citizens, 
could discriminate against India’s 
200mn Muslims – the world’s 
third-largest Muslim population. 
Some fear the government might 
remove the citizenship of Muslims 
without documents in some bor-
der states.

Modi’s government did not im-
plement the law following its 2019 
passage as protests and sectarian 
violence broke out in New Delhi 
and elsewhere. Scores were killed 
and hundreds injured during days 
of clashes.

The Indian government denies 
the law is anti-Muslim. It has 
called the earlier protests politi-
cally motivated.

Britain’s Queen Camilla, president of Women of the World (WOW) meets primary school children who have taken part in the WOW Girls 
Festival during a reception to celebrate International Women’s Day and mark the end of the WOW Girls Festival Bus tour at Buckingham 
Palace in London, Britain.

Queen Camilla meets schoolchildren

UK to offer asylum seekers
£3,000 to move to Rwanda
Reuters
London

The British government is planning to pay 
asylum seekers up to £3,000 ($3,836) 
each to move to Rwanda under a volun-

tary plan to help clear the backlog of refugees 
who have had their applications to remain in the 
country rejected.

The new agreement with Rwanda is separate 
from the government’s stalled plan to forcibly 
deport most asylum seekers to the East African 
country, which was last year ruled unlawful by 
the UK’s Supreme Court.

Instead, it mirrors an existing government 

policy, where asylum seekers are off ered fi nan-
cial assistance to leave the Britain for their home 
country, but under the new plan people will get 
the money if they agree to live in Rwanda.

Kevin Hollinrake, a junior business minister, 
said yesterday the new policy was a good use of 
public money because it was cheaper than the 
cost of looking after people in Britain who had 
been denied asylum, but not yet removed.

There are tens of thousands of asylum seek-
ers in Britain who have been refused asylum, but 
they cannot be removed because the govern-
ment is not allowed to return people to a war-
torn country or one with a poor human rights 
record. “So, £3,000, of course that’s a lot of 
money, but nevertheless, it costs a lot of money 

to keep people in the UK who are failed asylum 
seekers,” Hollinrake told LBC Radio.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has invested huge 
amounts of political capital in a promise to stop 
the arrival of asylum seekers who arrive with-
out permission on England’s southern coast 
in small, infl atable boats. Under that plan, the 
government wants to send thousands of people 
to Rwanda, but the Supreme Court ruled last 
year the policy was unlawful as it would violate 
British and international human rights laws.

In an eff ort to overcome resistance from the 
courts, Sunak’s government is passing legisla-
tion through parliament that would block fur-
ther legal challenges by declaring Rwanda a so-
called safe country for asylum seekers.

Giant Sequoias,
world’s largest trees,
thriving in UK: report

Giant sequoias, the largest 
trees on Earth, are thriving in 
Britain, growing at a rate nearly 
equivalent to those found in 
their native range in the US state 
of California, researchers said 
yesterday. Introduced to British 
country estates as a 19th century 
status symbol, there are now an 
estimated half a million sequoias, 
also known as the giant redwoods, 
in the country, compared with 
80,000 in California’s Sierra 
Nevada mountains. California’s 
specimens are under threat 
from more frequent and intense 
wildfires and climate-change 
fuelled droughts. 
But a report by Britain’s academy 
of sciences, the Royal Society, 
showed that giant sequoias in 
Britain were generally doing well.
“In the UK our climate is more 
temperate, wetter, and so it is 
actually likely better suited to 
these trees in the long run,” said 
Dr Mathias Disney from University 
College London, one of the 
authors of the study.

Employees of Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers  celebrate the launch of the Anti-Submarine 
Warfare Shallow Water Craft (ASW-SWC) corvette, at the GRSE dockyard in Kolkata, India.

Anti-submarine warfare corvette launched
Record sale depletes
India’s wheat stocks

Reuters
New Delhi/Mumbai

Indian wheat inventories held 
in government warehouses 
dropped to 9.7mn metric 

tonnes, the lowest since 2017, af-
ter two straight years of low crops 
prompted the state to sell record 
volumes to boost domestic sup-
plies and lower local prices.

Wheat reserves in state stores 
totalled 9.7mn tonnes at the start 
of this month, down from 11.7mn 
tonnes in March 2022, the state-
run Food Corporation of India 
said. Despite the tight supply, 
the government has resisted 
calls to encourage imports by 
cutting or removing the current 
40% tax, or by directly buying 
from top suppliers such as Rus-
sia. Instead, it has dipped into 
state reserves to sell wheat to 
bulk consumers, such as fl our 

millers and biscuit-makers, to 
try to curb domestic prices that 
have been above the state-fi xed 
minimum buying price since the 
last crop was harvested.

In June 2023, the government 
began selling wheat to private 
players, and by the end of last 
month, had sold more than 9mn 
tonnes, setting a record high, 
said a senior government offi  -
cial, who declined to be named.

In 2020, India started off ering 
free wheat to millions of Indians 
to stave off  food shortages dur-
ing pandemic lockdowns.

But lower wheat output in 
2022 and 2023 meant invento-
ries at state warehouses recov-
ered more slowly than expected.

In 2022, India banned wheat 
exports after a surge in tem-
peratures lowered output, even 
as export demand rose as the 
Russia-Ukraine confl ict led to a 
global shortfall.

AFP
London

UK Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak yesterday resisted 
growing calls for his Con-

servative party to return millions 
of pounds to a major donor ac-
cused of making racist comments 

about a high-profi le black law-
maker.

Businessman Frank Hester, 57, 
is alleged to have said that Diane 
Abbott – Britain’s longest-serv-
ing black MP – made him “want to 
hate all black women” and that she 
“should be shot”.

The 2019 comments emerged as 
Sunak pledged to crack down on 

extremism, and with increasing 
concern about the safety of MPs, 
after two were murdered in recent 
years and others facing threats and 
intimidation.

Sunak – an Indian-origin Hindu 
who became the UK’s fi rst prime 
minister of colour when he en-
tered Downing Street in October 
2022 – took more than 24 hours to 

condemn the remarks.
He told parliament yesterday 

that the comments were “racist” 
and “wrong” but added that Hes-
ter had “rightly apologised and 
that remorse should be accepted”.

“There’s no place for racism in 
Britain and the government that I 
lead is living proof of that,” Sunak 
added.

Hester, CEO of software com-
pany The Phoenix Partnership, 
has donated more than £10mn 
($12.8mn) to the Tories and paid 
£15,000 for Sunak to take a heli-
copter trip late last year.

“I’m pleased that the gentleman 
is supporting a party that repre-
sents one of the most diverse gov-
ernments in this country’s history 

led by this country’s fi rst British-
Asian prime minister,” said Sunak.

Keir Starmer, the leader of the 
main opposition Labour party, 
said Sunak should fi nd “the cour-
age” to hand back the £10mn.

The prime minister is also com-
ing under pressure from members 
of his own party over the contro-
versy.

UK Tories urged to return money to race row donor



Ansar Burney, a name synonymous 
with human rights advocacy in 
Pakistan and beyond, is a pioneering 
fi gure whose life’s work has left 

an indelible mark on the global struggle for 
human dignity and freedom. 

Born on August 14, 1956, in Karachi, 
Pakistan, Burney embarked on a journey of 
activism at a young age, propelled by a deep-
seated belief in justice and equality. His legal 
education provided a solid foundation for 
what would become a lifelong commitment 
to combating injustices and championing the 
rights of the oppressed. 

As the founder of the Ansar Burney Trust 
in 1980, he has tirelessly worked to eradicate 
human traffi  cking, slavery, child labour, and 
to provide support for prisoners of war, and 
the wrongly incarcerated. Recognised as 
Pakistan’s fi rst and foremost human rights 
lawyer, Burney’s eff orts have transcended 
borders, making him a venerated fi gure on the 
international human rights stage. 

Gulf Times spoke to Doha-based award-
winning Pakistani author Shehar Bano 
Rizvi and her co-author Tasneem Premjee 
Chamdia, who both combined with Burney 
to launch his autobiography entitled Awaaz: 
Echoes of Freedom and Justice in Karachi 
recently. 

Excerpts from the interview:

What inspired you to co-write Ansar 
Burney’s autobiography? 

Shehar Bano: In December 2018, I met 

Burney Sahib during his visit to Qatar for the 
Doha Forum. As he shared his stories, I was 
deeply impressed by the magnitude of his 
work in the fi eld of human rights, leaving me 
in awe of his faith, courage, and resilience. 
However, I felt embarrassed that, as a 
Pakistani, I wasn’t aware of this real-life hero 
who had been recognised as an Anti-Human 
Traffi  cking Hero by the US State Department. 

When I asked him if he had ever considered 
writing a memoir, he graciously invited me to 
undertake the task. After a series of exclusive 
interviews, I realised the complexity of this 
project and approached my friend Tasneem. 
Inspired by Burney Sahib’s story, Tasneem 
agreed to join me, and together we started 
working on the manuscript. Our primary 
aim in documenting the legacy of Ansar 
Burney was not only to ensure that future 
generations would know about him but also 
fi nd inspiration and valuable lessons from 
his life. The world needs individuals like 
Ansar Burney to remind us of what a driven 
individual is capable of and that we belong to 
the tribe of humanity before any other.

Can you share a surprising or lesser-
known fact about him that you discovered 
during your research? 

Tasneem: Writing this book has been a 
journey filled with surprises and revelations. 
One particularly intriguing discovery was 
that the character portrayed by Salman 
Khan in the Bollywood blockbuster Bajrangi 
Bhaijan was inspired by Ansar Burney, based 
on one of his cases. Despite the movie’s 
widespread popularity among millions 
of Indians and Pakistanis, his connection 
to it remains largely unknown. It’s both 

surprising and dismaying that despite 
Burney Sahib’s extensive work on cases 
spanning from Japan to Africa, he remains 
relatively unknown globally, continuing to be 
an unsung hero.

What impact do you believe he has had on 
philanthropy and beyond? 

Shehar Bano: Burney Sahib has touched 
countless lives globally by championing 
human rights causes, irrespective of borders, 
beliefs, or political views. While many 
dedicate themselves to humanitarian causes, 
his unparalleled fearlessness sets him apart. 
His tireless eff orts in combating human 
traffi  cking, aiding oppressed individuals, and 
advocating for prisoners’ rights have not only 
led to the release of over 900,000 innocent 
people from illegal captivity but have also 
raised awareness. However, I believe the story 
of a man like Ansar Burney needs to reach a 
much wider audience worldwide to have an 
even bigger impact.

Were there any aspects of Burney’s life or 
work that particularly moved or inspired 
you? 

Tasneem: For me, the entirety of Ansar 
Burney’s life and work has been deeply 
moving and inspiring. Woven into his memoir 
is a central theme: faith. Despite starting with 
very little in terms of resources, he always 
possessed a vast wealth of faith — a deep-
seated belief that if he set out to do the right 
thing, God would provide whatever he needed 
to complete the job. This meant taking risks 
that some might view as utterly insane, but he 
was willing to take those chances because, to 
him, ensuring justice for the oppressed was 
worth it. We see this faith shining through 
the book as he navigates through some very 
challenging situations.

Did your perspective on Burney change 
during the course of this work? If so, how? 

Shehar Bano: Before meeting Burney 
Sahib, I knew very little of him, mainly 
associating him with the Ansar Burney 
Trust’s work to reunite missing individuals 
with their families. However, when I 
undertook this project, I was warned by 
some of my well-wishers about him having a 
“controversial” persona. Despite warnings, I 
followed my heart and spent fi ve years closely 
collaborating with him.

Working with Burney Sahib, I realised that 
people are quick to judge others without 
verifying information sources or knowing 
the whole story. I also learned that working 
for human rights is completely diff erent from 
social welfare. Being a human rights activist 
means standing up for the weak, against 
oppressors, which can upset infl uential 
people and create enemies. Unfortunately, 
we’ve seen many great names tarnished in the 
past due to this.

Many rumours about Burney Sahib were 
debunked while writing this book. For 
instance, some people perceive him negatively 
because of his past involvement in student 
politics and time spent in jail. However, few 
know that his jail experience was pivotal, and 
a turning point in his life. He left politics, 
studied law, and founded Prisoners Aid 
Society to advocate for prisoners’ rights.

Through this memoir, he provides a candid, 
vulnerable and honest insight into his life, 
which I believe have the power to alter many 
people’s perceptions of him and his work.

What do you hope readers will take away 
from your work?

Tasneem: It is my hope that our readers 
will go beyond merely enjoying Awaaz as an 
interesting story. I want them to consider 
Ansar Burney as a role model and feel inspired 
to raise their voices for humanity whenever 
the situation calls for it. To be honest, I 
cannot think of a more relevant time than 
today, with a genocide unfolding before our 
eyes in Gaza. Can we too make sacrifi ces and 
risk speaking up for those enduring injustice, 
regardless of their ethnicity or religion? I 
certainly hope so.

An infl ux of artifi cial intelligence (AI) startups is heating up the battle 
for technical talent in Europe, leaving companies like Google DeepMind 
to choose between paying big or losing out on the region’s best minds.

The runaway success of OpenAI’s ChatGPT has energised investors, 
who have been pouring money into promising AI startups, eager to 
uncover the next overnight success.

Riding the investment wave, a crop of foreign AI fi rms — including 
Canada’s Cohere and US-based Anthropic and OpenAI — opened offi  ces 
in Europe last year, adding to pressure on tech companies already trying 
to attract and retain talent in the region.

Founded in 2010 and acquired by Google in 2014, London-based 
DeepMind made its name applying AI to everything from board games to 
structural biology.

Now the fi rm faces a host of well-funded rivals fl ooding its territory, 
while a growing number of its employees have quit to launch their own 
ventures.

Recent high-profi le exits include co-founder Mustafa Suleyman, 
who left to set up California-based Infl ection AI alongside LinkedIn 
billionaire Reid Hoff man, and research scientist Arthur Mensch, now 
CEO of Mistral AI. Both companies have received multi-billion dollar 
valuations in the short time they have been active.

In an apparent eff ort to discourage staff  from joining other companies 
or starting their own, DeepMind gave a handful of senior researchers 
access to restricted stock, worth millions of dollars, earlier this year, 
according to a source familiar with the matter.

“It’s a competitive space for sure,” a DeepMind spokesperson told 
Reuters, adding that the company “continues to do well in attracting and 
nurturing talent”.

According to executive search fi rm Avery Fairbank, there has been an 
“exponential increase” in pay for C-suite staff  at AI companies in Britain 
over the last year.

“The entrance of foreign 
AI giants such as Anthropic 
and Cohere into London’s 
market will further escalate 
the competition for AI talent,” 
said Charlie Fairbank, the 
fi rm’s managing director.

Executives on base salaries 
of around £350,000 have seen 
pay packets jump between 
£50,000 and 100,000, he said.

Cohere, which designs in-
house chatbots and other tools 
for its customers, hired Phil 
Blunsom, a lead researcher at 
DeepMind for seven years, as 
its chief scientist in 2022.

Sebastian Ruder also joined 
Cohere from DeepMind in January.

“It’s rare to fi nd a company building a massive business from scratch, 
with many of the leading minds in the industry,” he told Reuters. “When 
that kind of chance comes along, you take it.”

Ruder declined to comment when asked about his salary. Ekaterina 
Almasque, a general partner at venture capital fi rm OpenOcean, said 
DeepMind was no longer the “distant leader in the fi eld”.

“All these companies are competing for the same pool of talent, and 
with the AI skills shortage, that’s increasingly more of a pond than an 
ocean.”

Suleyman recently began recruiting London-based technical staff  
for Infl ection AI, while Mensch’s Mistral has fast become one of the 
buzziest startups on the continent, raising $415mn in venture funding in 
December. Mistral declined to comment and Infl ection did not respond 
to a request for comment. OpenAI opened its fi rst international offi  ce in 
London last year followed swiftly by a second in Dublin — “just the fi rst 
steps”, said the company’s Vice-President of People Diane Yoon, as it 
plans to continue expanding into other countries.

Cohere opened its UK offi  ce last year and CEO Aidan Gomez told 
Reuters he is now splitting his time between his native Toronto and 
London, where the fi rm plans to double its headcount to 50.

“We go where the talent is, and there’s a lot in London and across 
Europe,” Gomez said.

The talent war means workers are increasingly well-placed to make 
demands of their prospective employers. London-based AI audio fi rm 
ElevenLabs is off ering new hires stock options, generous salaries and 
fully-remote working, although most advertised roles stipulate that 
employees should be based in Europe. Having recently raised $80mn in 
funding from venture capital fi rms like a16z and Sequoia, the company 
told Reuters it would soon double its total headcount to 100.

Paris-based startup Bioptimus, also founded by former DeepMind 
staff , raised $35 million in February. Thomas Clozel, an early investor in 
the company said startups were looking to recruit talent from Big Tech 
like Google by off ering them more infl uence over a company’s direction.

“Google is one of the best at what it does and produces some of the 
best talent,” he said. “At a smaller startup, you have a unique opportunity 
to remain true to the work you are passionate about and have a stake in 
the success of the company.” — Reuters
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AI talent war heats 
up in Europe

A journey of rights, resilience
Doha-based Pakistani authors Shehar Bano Rizvi and Tasneem Premjee Chamdia reflect 
on their labour of love — Awaaz: Echoes of Freedom and Justice to honour Ansar Burney

By Kamran Rehmat
Doha

EPIC JOURNEY: Ansar Burney, left, with co-authors Shehar Bano Rizvi, centre, and Tasneem 
Premjee Chamdia at the launch of Awaaz: Echoes of Freedom and Justice in Karachi recently.
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The European Parliament gave 
final approval yesterday to 
wide-ranging EU rules to govern 
artificial intelligence, including 
powerful systems like OpenAI’s 
ChatGPT.
Senior European Union off icials 
say the rules, first proposed in 
2021, will protect citizens from 
the possible risks of a technology 
developing at breakneck speed, 
while also fostering innovation on 
the continent.
Brussels has sprinted to pass the 
new law since OpenAI’s Microsoft-
backed ChatGPT arrived on the 
scene in late 2022, unleashing a 
global AI race.
There was a burst of excitement 
for generative AI as ChatGPT 
wowed the world with its human-
like capabilities — from digesting 
complex text to producing 
poems within seconds, or 

passing medical exams.
Further examples of generative 
AI models include DALL-E and 
Midjourney, which produce 
images, while other models 
produce sounds from a simple 
input in everyday language.
The far-reaching regulation 
passed with the support of 523 
lawmakers in the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg, France, 
with 46 voting against.
The EU’s 27 states are expected 
to endorse the text in April before 
the law is published in the EU’s 
Off icial Journal in May or June.
“Today is again an historic day on 
our long path towards regulation 
of AI,” said Brando Benifei, an 
Italian lawmaker who pushed 
the text through parliament 
with Romanian MEP Dragos 
Tudorache.
“(This is) the first regulation in the 

world that is putting a clear path 
towards a safe and human-centric 
development of AI,” Benifei 
added, speaking just before the 
vote.
“We managed to find that very 
delicate balance between the 
interest to innovate and the 
interest to protect,” Tudorache 
told journalists before the vote.
The EU’s internal market 
commissioner, Thierry Breton, 
hailed the vote.
“I welcome the overwhelming 
support from the European 
Parliament for the EU AI Act,” 
he said. “Europe is now a global 
standard-setter in trustworthy AI.”
Rules covering AI models like 
ChatGPT will enter into force 12 
months after the law becomes 
off icial, while companies 
must comply with most other 
provisions in two years.

The EU’s rules known as the “AI 
Act” take a risk-based approach: 
the riskier the system, the tougher 
the requirements — with outright 
bans on the AI tools deemed to 
carry the most threat.
For example, high-risk AI 
providers must conduct risk 
assessments and ensure their 
products comply with the law 
before they are made available to 
the public.
“We are regulating as little as 
possible and as much as needed, 
with proportionate measures for 
AI models,” Breton told AFP.
Violations can see companies hit 
with fines ranging from €7.5mn 
to 35mn ($8.2mn to $38.2mn), 
depending on the type of 
infringement and the firm’s size.
There are strict bans on using 
AI for predictive policing and 
systems that use biometric 

information to infer an individual’s 
race, religion or sexual 
orientation.
The rules also ban real-time facial 
recognition in public spaces but 
with some exceptions for law 
enforcement, although police 
must seek approval from a 
judicial authority before any AI 
deployment.
Since AI will likely transform 
every aspect of Europeans’ lives 
and big tech firms are vying 
for dominance in what will be a 
lucrative market, the EU has been 
subject to intense lobbying over 
the legislation.
Watchdogs on Tuesday pointed to 
campaigning by French AI startup 
Mistral AI and Germany’s Aleph 
Alpha as well as US-based tech 
giants like Google and Microsoft.
They warned the implementation 
of the new rules “could be further 

weakened by corporate lobbying”, 
adding that research showed “just 
how strong corporate influence” 
was during negotiations.
“Many details of the AI Act are 
still open and need to be clarified 
in numerous implementing 
acts, for example, with regard 
to standards, thresholds or 
transparency obligations,” three 
watchdogs based in Belgium, 
France and Germany said.
Commissioner Breton stressed 
that the EU “withstood the special 
interests and lobbyists calling to 
exclude large AI models from the 
regulation”, adding: “The result is 
a balanced, risk-based and future-
proof regulation.”
Lawmaker Tudorache said the law 
was “one of the... heaviest lobbied 
pieces of legislation, certainly in 
this mandate”, but insisted: “We 
resisted the pressure.”

EU parliament adopts ‘historic’ rules on AI

Dutch politician Geert Wilders 
(pictured) said yesterday he was 
ready to forego the job of prime 
minister in an eff ort to facilitate 
the formation of a new right-wing 
government, nearly four months 
after an election in which his 
party won most votes.
Wilders has been in talks 
with potential allies since the 
November 22 election — more 
than 100 days — but they have 
borne no fruit. A negotiator 
appointed to assist in the process 
is due to report to parliament on 
his findings today.
“I can only become the prime 
minister if ALL the parties in 
the coalition supported it. That 
was not the case,” Wilders said 
in a statement on social media 
platform X.
“I really want a right ( wing 
) cabinet. Less asylum and 
immigration... Love for my 
country and the voters is big and 
more important than my own 
position.”
Dutch national broadcaster NOS 
had earlier reported that Wilders 
was prepared to give up his hopes 
of becoming prime minister as 
he struggles to form a viable 
government.
Citing political sources in The 
Hague, NOS said Wilders’ 
Freedom Party and three other 
conservative parties attempting 
to form a right-wing coalition 
were weighing a scenario in 
which the party leaders would 
remain in parliament and not join 
the new government.
In that scenario, known as an 
“extra-parliamentary” cabinet, 
politicians and experts not 
considered closely allied to any of 
the parties would be appointed to 
top government posts and work 
closely with parliament.
Wilders said on February 14 
he was willing to consider “all 
options” to form a government, 
a minority government or 
an “extraparliamentary” 
government, rather than call new 
elections.

Wilders ready 
to forego job of 
prime minister

Lithuanian intelligence services 
yesterday said that the attack 
on Russian opposition figure 
Leonid Volkov, a close ally of late 
opposition leader Alexei Navalny, 
was likely “organised by Russia”.
The Baltic state’s president said 
Moscow’s potential involvement 
should not come as a surprise, 
before striking a note of defiance 
against Russian President 
Vladimir Putin: “No-one is afraid 
of you here”.
Volkov, 43, was briefly admitted to 
hospital after he was repeatedly 
struck with a hammer outside his 
home in Lithuania’s capital Vilnius 
late on Tuesday.
The attack came almost a month 
after Navalny’s death in an Arctic 
prison, which Volkov blamed on 
Putin, and days before elections 
that look set to extend the 
Kremlin chief’s stay in power.
Police refused to comment on 
what security arrangements 
had been made for Volkov 
either before or after the attack 
in Lithuania, which hosts 
many Russian and Belarusian 
opposition activists.
The Nato and EU member 
has been a staunch Ukraine 
supporter since Russia invaded its 
neighbour more than two years 
ago.

Lithuania slams 
Russia for attack 
on Navalny ally

A polio survivor known as the “man in the iron lung” 
has died aged 78, according to his family and a 
fundraising website.
Paul Alexander (pictured) of Dallas, Texas contracted 
polio at the age of six, leaving him paralysed from the 
neck down and reliant on a mechanical respirator to 
breathe for much of the time.
Though often confined to his submarine-like cylinder, 
he excelled in his studies, earned a law degree, worked 
in the legal field and wrote a book.
“With a heavy heart I need to say my brother passed 
last night,” Philip Alexander posted on Facebook early 
yesterday. “It was an honour to be part of someone’s 
life who was as admired as he was.”
Christopher Ulmer, a disability advocate running a 
fundraiser for Alexander, also confirmed his death in a 
GoFundMe update posted on Tuesday.
“His story travelled wide and far, positively influencing 
people around the world. Paul was an incredible role 
model that will continue to be remembered,” said 
Ulmer.
A prior update on Alexander’s off icial TikTok account 
said he had been rushed to the emergency room after 
contracting Covid-19.
Iron lungs are sealed chambers fitted with pumps. 
Raising and lowering the pressure inside the chamber 
expands and contracts the patient’s lungs.
Invented in the 1920s, their use fell away after the 
invention of the polio vaccine by Jonas Salk, which 
became widely available in 1955 and helped consign 
the devastating paralytic illness to history.
Alexander held the off icial Guinness World Record for 
time spent in a lung.
According to his Guinness page, he was able to leave 
the device for periods of time after he learned to “frog 
breathe” with the help of a physical therapist.
This involved “using his throat muscles to force air into 
his lungs, gulping down air one mouthful at a time.” 
Eventually, he only returned to his iron lung at night to 
sleep.
As a practicing lawyer, he was able to represent clients 
in court in a special wheelchair that held his paralysed 
body upright.
Seventy-five-year-old Martha Lillard of Shawnee, 
Oklahoma is reportedly the last surviving person in an 
iron lung.

‘Man in iron lung’ dead at 78

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) will hold a 
second and last review of Pakistan’s $3bn stand-by 
arrangement (SBA) this week, the Finance Ministry and 
the IMF said yesterday, during which the South Asian 
nation will ask for a new longer-term bailout.
The four-day review begins today, the ministry said in a 
statement, and if successful, will release a final tranche 
of around $1.1bn secured by Islamabad under a last-
gasp rescue package last summer, averting a sovereign 
debt default.
“Pakistan has met all structural benchmarks, 
qualitative performance criteria and indicative targets 
for successful completion of the IMF review,” the 
ministry added, hoping for a successful IMF staff  level 
agreement after the appraisal.
“The mission will be focused on (the) completion of 
Pakistan’s current SBA-supported program, which ends 
in April 2024,” the fund said through a spokesperson.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has already directed 
his finance team, headed by newly installed Finance 
Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb, to initiate work on 
seeking an Extended Fund Facility (EFF) after the 
standby arrangement expires on April 11.
Aurangzeb told reporters on Tuesday that Pakistan 
would use the opportunity during the IMF review to 
make the case for a larger, long-term programme, 
according to the Dawn daily.

Pakistan seeks longer bailout

The US House of Representatives 
overwhelmingly passed a bill yesterday 
that would give TikTok’s Chinese owner 
ByteDance about six months to divest the US 
assets of the short-video app, or face a ban, 
in the greatest threat to the app since the 
Trump administration.
The bill passed 352-65, with bipartisan 
support, but it faces a more uncertain path 
in the Senate where some favour a diff erent 
approach to regulating foreign-owned apps 
posing security concerns. Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer said the Senate will 
review the legislation.
The fate of TikTok, used by about 170mn 
Americans, has become a major issue in 
Washington. Lawmakers said their off ices 
had received large volumes of calls from 

teen-age TikTok users who oppose the 
legislation, with the volume of complaints at 
times exceeding the number of calls seeking 
a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas in 
Gaza. “This process was secret and the bill 
was jammed through for one reason: it’s a 
ban,” a TikTok spokesperson said after the 
vote, adding that they hoped the Senate 
will “consider the facts, listen to their 
constituents,” when considering the bill.
The measure is the latest in a series of 
moves in Washington to respond to US 
national security concerns about China, from 
connected vehicles to advanced artificial 
intelligence chips to cranes at US ports.
“This is a critical national security issue. The 
Senate must take this up and pass it,” No 
2 House Republican Steve Scalise said on 

social media platform X.
Senate Commerce Committee chair Maria 
Cantwell, who will play an important role 
in the Senate’s next move, said she wants 
legislation “that could hold up in court,” and 
is considering a separate bill, but is not sure 
what her next step is.
The vote comes just over a week since 
the bill was proposed following one public 
hearing with little debate, and after action in 
Congress had stalled for more than a year. 
Last month, President Joe Biden’s re-election 
campaign joined TikTok, raising hopes 
among TikTok off icials that legislation was 
unlikely this year.
The House Energy and Commerce 
Committee last week voted 50-0 in favour 
of the bill, setting it up for a vote before the 

full House. TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew will 
visit Capitol Hill yesterday on a previously 
scheduled trip to talk to senators, a source 
briefed on the matter said, amid popular 
support for the app.
Several dozen TikTok users rallied outside 
the Capitol before the vote. The company 
paid for their travel to Washington and 
accommodations, a TikTok spokesperson 
said.
The group included Mona Swain, 23, who 
said she had joined TikTok in 2019, during 
her freshman year at college pursuing 
musical theatre. Now a full-time content 
creator, she said she was paying her 
mother’s mortgage and for her brother and 
sister’s college educations with her earnings 
from the app.

US House of Representatives passes bill to ban TikTok

Putin warns West: Russia 
is ready for nuclear war
Reuters
Moscow

President Vladimir Putin told the 
West yesterday that Russia was 
technically ready for nuclear 

war and that if the US sent troops to 
Ukraine, it would be considered a sig-
nifi cant escalation of the confl ict.

Putin, speaking ahead of a March 
15-17 election which is certain to give 
him another six years in power, added 
that the nuclear war scenario was not 
“rushing” up and he saw no need for 
the use of nuclear weapons in Ukraine.

“From a military-technical point of 
view, we are, of course, ready,” Putin, 
71, told Rossiya-1 television and news 
agency RIA when asked whether Rus-
sia was really ready for a nuclear war.

Putin said the US understood that if 
it deployed American troops on Rus-
sian territory — or to Ukraine — Russia 
would treat the move as an interven-
tion. Moscow claims to have annexed 
four regions of Ukraine and says they 
are now fully part of Russia.

“(In the US) there are enough spe-
cialists in the fi eld of Russian-Ameri-
can relations and in the fi eld of strate-
gic restraint,” said Putin.

“Therefore, I don’t think that here 
everything is rushing to it (nuclear 
confrontation), but we are ready for 
this.”

The Biden administration has said it 
has no plans to send troops to Ukraine 
but has stressed the need to approve a 
stalled security aid bill that would en-

sure Ukrainian troops got the weapons 
they need to continue the war, now in 
its third year.

It did not immediately respond yes-
terday to a request for comment on 
Putin’s remarks, but the White House 
has said in the past it has seen no sign 
that Russia is preparing to use nuclear 
weapons despite what it calls Putin’s 
“nuclear sabre-rattling”.

Mykhailo Podolyak, a senior Ukrain-
ian presidential offi  cial, told Reuters in 
a statement he viewed Putin’s nuclear 
warning as propaganda designed to in-
timidate the West.

“Realising that things are going the 
wrong way, Putin continues to use 
classic nuclear rhetoric. With the old 
Soviet hope — ‘be scared and retreat!’,” 
said Podolyak, who said he believed 
such talk showed Putin was afraid of 
losing the war.

The Ukraine war has triggered the 
deepest crisis in Moscow’s relations 
with the West since the 1962 Cuban 
Missile Crisis. Putin has often warned 
of the risks of nuclear war but says he 
has never felt the need to use nuclear 
weapons in Ukraine.

Putin says he sent tens of thousands 
of troops into Ukraine in February 2022 
to bolster Russia’s own security against 
a hostile West.

Putin reiterated the use of nuclear 
weapons was spelled out in the Krem-
lin’s nuclear doctrine, which sets out 
the conditions under which it would 
use such a weapon: broadly a response 
to an attack using nuclear or other 
weapons of mass destruction, or the 
use of conventional weapons against 
Russia “when the very existence of the 
state is put under threat”.

“Weapons exist in order to use 
them,” Putin said.

Putin’s nuclear warning came along-
side another off er for talks on Ukraine 
as part of a new post-Cold War demar-
cation of European security. The US 
says Putin is not ready for serious talks 
over Ukraine.

Reuters reported last month that 
Putin’s suggestion of a ceasefi re in 
Ukraine to freeze the war was rejected 
by the US after contacts between in-
termediaries. Putin said Russia would 
need written security guarantees in the 
event of any settlement.

“I don’t trust anyone, but we need 
guarantees, and guarantees must be 
spelled out, they must be such that we 
would be satisfi ed,” Putin said.

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
during the interview. (Reuters)

EU agrees €5bn package 
to fund arms for Ukraine
AFP
Brussels

EU member states yesterday 
agreed to add €5bn ($5.5bn) to a 
central fund to pay for weapons 

sent to Ukraine.
The move provides a welcome boost 

for Kyiv as support from its other ma-
jor backer, the United States, wavers 
and its outgunned forces struggle to 
hold back Russia.

Belgium, which holds the EU’s ro-
tating presidency, said ambassadors 
from the bloc’s 27 nations had agreed 
“in principle” on the plan to support 
arms supplies to Kyiv in 2024 with fi ve 
billion euros.

In the wake of Moscow’s 2022 inva-
sion, the European Union for the fi rst 
time agreed to fund weapons deliveries 
to a country at war.

Since then it has committed €6.1bn 
from its central European Peace Fa-
cility mainly to reimburse part of the 
cost of arms sent by member states to 
Ukraine.

The push to bolster the EU fund by 
an extra €5bn was delayed for months 

amid wrangling from Germany and 
France.

Berlin insisted its bilateral support 
for Ukraine should be off set against its 
contribution and Paris demanded only 
weapons produced in Europe should be 
reimbursed. Diplomats said Germany 
— the largest contributor to the fund — 
had struck a compromise with Brussels 
to off set a percentage of its own bilat-
eral support against the fund.

They said France was also satisfi ed 
by a commitment that countries would 
prioritise purchases from European 
defence fi rms, but could look outside 
the EU if certain ammunition or sys-
tems were not readily available.

Overall since the Kremlin unleashed 
its full-scale war, Brussels says around 
€28bn have been spent from mem-
ber states and EU coff ers to support 
Ukraine’s military.

The announcement of the lat-
est funds for Ukraine comes as Kyiv’s 
forces are under pressure along the 
front line in the face of ammunition 
shortages. The United States on Tues-
day announced a fresh $300mn weap-
ons package for Ukraine, but a further 
$60bn in funding remains stalled by 

Republicans in Congress.
Warnings have grown in Europe that 

a failure to keep up support for Kyiv 
could see it ultimately defeated and 
that an emboldened Kremlin might 
then attack other countries.

The EU is pushing to bolster weap-
ons and ammunition production by its 
defence industry, but two years into 
the war it is still struggling to ramp up 
output.

The bloc is set to fall well short on 
a promise it made a year ago to supply 
Ukraine with a million artillery shells 
by this month.

Czech Republic has in the meantime 
spearheaded an 18-nation coalition to 
buy artillery shells from outside Eu-
rope and this month Prague promised 
to start sending the fi rst of 300,000 
shells to Kyiv within weeks.

Meanwhile, Russia has stepped up 
its arms production by putting its 
economy on a war footing and has re-
ceived major deliveries of weapons 
from Iran and North Korea.

EU leaders are set to discuss eff orts 
to boost Europe’s industry and support 
Ukraine at a summit in Brussels next 
week.
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QATAR

Katara Ramadan fare a major attraction

Ramadan activities at the Culture Vil-
lage Foundation – Katara have started 
to attract more visitors to spend a 

good time there, as  the various parts of Ka-
tara have been decorated in their best form 
for the holy month, with decorative lights 
illuminating the entrances and corridors of 
Katara.

Katara has also ensured a variety of activ-
ities, including art exhibitions, sports activ-

ities, and several competitions with mone-
tary prizes for the winners. Today, on March 
14, a number of exhibitions will open. These 
include “The Spirit of Arabic Calligra-
phy,” “Mentioned in the Holy Qur’an,” and 
“Mosques of the World in Postcards”. 

Further, Katara Ramadan Chess Champi-
onship 2024 will go on from March 14-23 at 
Building 15 in collaboration with the Qatar 
Chess Association. Among the competi-

tions organised by Katara is the Best Image 
Competition for Katara Ramadan Activi-
ties, open to Qataris and residents, running 
through March 11-24. The following prizes 
have been allocated for the top three win-
ners: QR12,000 for the fi rst place; QR8,000 
for the second place; and QR6,000 for the 
third place.

Besides, there’s the Katara baskets ini-
tiative, running throughout the entire 

month of Ramadan in collaboration with 
Qatar Charity and the Qatari Farmers Fo-
rum. This initiative is part of Katara’s “We 
Help and Support” campaign, aiming to 
distribute food baskets to meet the needs 
of underprivileged families during the holy 
month. 

Meanwhile there are daily religious les-
sons and activities held after the Taraweeh 
prayers at Katara Mosque, which will also 

host the 13th edition of the Qur’an Memo-
risation Competition from March 11-25 for 
children born in 2010, 2011, and 2012.

The Katara Cannon Event, Suhoor, and 
the quizzes have greatly engaged and en-
tertained the visitors, serving Katara’s goal 
of reviving the Qatari folklore. In addition, 
a variety of products are showcased through 
the Handicrafts Market in the Creativity 
Square.
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