
US troops depart 
to build Gaza port

‘Europe the fastest 
warming continent’

$300mn US weapons
package for Ukraine

Somali pirates seize 
Bangladeshi ship

Sudan army in control
of national TV building

Gaza war kills more children than in four years worldwide

Four US Army vessels departed 
a base in Virginia yesterday 
carrying about 100 soldiers 
and equipment they will need 
to build a temporary port on 
Gaza’s coast for urgently needed 
aid deliveries. The vessels will 
make the roughly 30-day trip to 
the eastern Mediterranean. The 
new facility — which will consist 
of an off shore platform for 
transshipment of aid from larger 
to smaller vessels and a pier to 
bring it ashore — is expected to 
be up and running “at the 60-
day mark”.

EU countries need to step 
up preparedness for global 
warming after 2023 burned 
its way into history books as 
the hottest year on record, 
European Commission off icials 
said. “Europe is the fastest 
warming continent since the 
1980s – the warming here was 
about twice the global rate,” 
commission vice-president 
Maros Sefcovic said. He cited a 
report that said EU GDP could 
be reduced by around 7% by the 
end of the century because of 
climate consequences.

The United States will send a new 
military aid package for Ukraine 
worth $300mn, President Joe 
Biden’s administration said 
yesterday, the first such move 
in months as additional funds 
for Kyiv remain blocked by 
Republican leaders in Congress. 
US National Security Advisor 
Jake Sullivan said the funding 
was coming from unanticipated 
cost savings from Pentagon 
contracts and would be used for 
artillery rounds and munitions 
for HIMARS. Page 11

Pirates have seized a 
Bangladesh-flagged bulk carrier 
off  the coast of Somalia and 
taken its 23-member crew 
hostage, the boat owners said 
yesterday. The MV Abdullah was 
sailing from Maputo to the UAE 
with a cargo of 55,000 tonnes 
of coal when it was attacked. “A 
group of 15-20 Somali pirates 
hijacked the ship,” an off icial 
said. The crew are unharmed. 
The attack took place around 
1,000km off  the coast of Somalia.

Sudan’s army said it had taken 
control of the state broadcast 
headquarters from the Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF) yesterday 
in what would be its most 
significant advance against its 
paramilitary rival in nearly 11 
months of war. The broadcast 
building lies in Omdurman, a 
city across the River Nile from 
Khartoum that forms part of 
Sudan’s wider capital and has 
seen heavy fighting around 
military bases, bridges and 
supply routes. 

More children have been 
reported killed in the war raging 
in Gaza than in four years of 
conflict around the world, 
the head of the UN agency 
for Palestinian refugees said 
yesterday. “Staggering. The 
number of children reported 
killed in just over 4 months 
in #Gaza is higher than the 

number of children killed in 4 
years of wars around the world 
combined,” Philippe Lazzarini 
said on X. His post referenced 
United Nations numbers showing 
that 12,193 children had been 
killed in conflicts worldwide 
between 2019 and 2022. It 
compared that to reports from 
the health ministry in Hamas-

run Gaza indicating that more 
than 12,300 children died in the 
Palestinian territory between 
last October and the end of 
February. Israel’s bombardment 
and ground off ensive have 
killed 31,184 Palestinians in Gaza, 
mostly women and children, 
according to the territory’s health 
ministry.
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Prayer times

Fasting times

When My servants ask you 
about Me, I am always near. 
I answer their prayers when 
they pray to Me. The people 
shall respond to Me and 
believe in Me, in order to be 
guided [Qur’an 2:186]

Iftar today ............................ 5.45pm
Imsak tomorrow................ 4.18am

Fajr....4.29;   Zuhr....11.43;  Asr....3.08; 
Maghrib.....5.45;   Isha.....7.15

    RAMADAN THOUGHT

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani met at his office 
yesterday with United States Assistant Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs Barbara Leaf, who is visiting the country. During 
the meeting, they discussed the close strategic relations between 
Qatar and the United States of America. They also discussed the 
latest developments in the Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian 
territories, the two countries’ efforts to reach an immediate ceasefire 
in the Strip, and the continued entry of humanitarian aid to the 
besieged in Gaza without hindrance. (QNA)

PM, US official review ties,
Gaza developmentsQatar working hard

for early Gaza truce

QNA 
Doha

Offi  cial Spokesperson for 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs Dr Majed bin Mo-

hamed al-Ansari said there are 
unwavering Qatari, regional and 
international eff orts for a cease-
fi re in Gaza ahead of Eid al-Fitr, 
as the situation on the ground 
remains extremely complex and 
humanitarian situation is dete-
riorating.

Delivering the Ministry of For-
eign Aff airs’ weekly media brief-
ing, Dr al-Ansari expressed his 
regret for not reaching a truce 
that would lead to an end to the 
fi ghting before the holy month of 
Ramadan, in a way that ensures 
de-escalation and for the people 
of Gaza to mark the holy month 
in peace.

Qatar’s eff orts and contacts 
with all parties concerned will 
persist as there are still hopes for 
an agreement to unleash calm 
before Eid al-Fitr, Dr al-Ansari 
said. Yet, he elaborated that the 
situation ‘on-the-ground’ is 
highly complicated.

He added that Qatar commu-
nicates its views without exer-
cising pressures over any side 
and seeks to push the two parties 
for an agreement as an honest 
mediator that is positively, ef-
fectively and fruitfully engaging 
in cease-fi re eff orts and working 
within the framework of a truce 
that can provide the appropriate 
conditions for de-escalation.

Highlighting an initiative to 
establish a port in Gaza as part of 
a series of initiatives to increase 
the aid delivery into the Strip, 
Dr al-Ansari stressed that Qatar 
has supported all eff orts that en-
able aid to enter Gaza since day 
one, with the need for assistance 

across the Gaza Strip is rising.
Qatar will be among the coun-

tries to fund relief delivery into 
Gaza through this route, but the 
form and logistical and techni-
cal aspects of the aid delivery are 
still being worked out, he added.

While Qatar backs the sea 
route proposal and will be among 
the supporters of the aid delivery 
through it, Dr al-Ansari said it 
should not replace land corridors 
that Qatar always demands to re-
main open and functioning.

Regarding the ongoing me-
diation eff orts concerning Gaza, 
he confi rmed Qatar’s eff orts, 
in collaboration with its part-
ners, to halt the fi ghting before 
the blessed Eid al-Fitr. He noted 
that numerous high-level meet-
ings and communications have 
been held, including a meeting 
between HE the Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrah-
man bin Jassim al-Thani, and 
several UK offi  cials. 

Additionally, there have been 
intensive communications with 
various international offi  cials, 
all focusing on the necessity of 
ceasing hostilities, securing the 
entry of aid to the aff ected, and 

halting the bloodshed. 
He pointed out that the 85th 

fl ight, part of Qatar’s airlift, 
carrying relief aid for Gaza, has 
reached the Egyptian city of El 
Arish, taking the total of shelter 
assistance to 2,506 tonnes.

Dr al-Ansari added that he 
met with US Assistant Secretary 
of State for Near Eastern Aff airs 
Barbara Leaf, and will meet next 
Saturday with Prime Minister 
of Belgium Alexander De Croo 
in Doha. These meetings come 
within the framework of eff orts 
to achieve a ceasefi re in Gaza and 
facilitate reaching a truce.

Regarding the ministerial 
committee on Gaza, Dr al-Ansari 
clarifi ed that it was tasked with 
conveying the Arab and Islamic 
viewpoint to various interna-
tional parties. It has undertaken 
several visits, and it is not neces-
sary for these visits to yield any 
specifi c developments because 
the goal is to send the message 
of Arab and Islamic countries to 
the active parties in parallel with 
the negotiation track being con-
ducted through mediators in Qa-
tar and Cairo.

The offi  cial spokesperson re-
viewed the eff orts of the minis-
try, its offi  cials, their meetings, 
and their participation in regional 
and international events. This in-
cludes meetings by HE the Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Ab-
dulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani, 
with several American offi  cials, 
including US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, and US National 
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan. 

He emphasised Qatar’s sup-
port for Sudan and its constant 
standing alongside the people 
in this crisis, and its keenness to 
preserve the security, stability, 
unity, and territorial integrity of 
Sudan.

First aid ship leaves Cyprus as Gazans on brink of famine
Reuters
Larnaca

A ship carrying 200 tonnes 
of aid for Gaza left Cyprus 
yesterday in a pilot project 

to open a sea route to deliver sup-
plies to a population aid agencies 
say is on the brink of famine.

The charity ship Open Arms 
was seen sailing out of Larnaca 
port, towing a barge containing 
fl our, rice and protein. The mis-
sion was funded mostly by the 
United Arab Emirates and organ-
ised by US-based charity World 
Central Kitchen (WCK).

The journey to Gaza takes about 
15 hours but a heavy tow barge 
could make the trip take consid-
erably longer, possibly up to two 
days. Cyprus is just over 320km 
north-west of Gaza.

Israel’s military campaign 
against Gaza has killed at least 
31,184 Palestinians, according 
to Gaza authorities, and injured 
72,889.

Washington had said for weeks 
that it hoped for a truce deal in 
time for the Muslim holy month 
Ramadan that began this week, 
but it has so far failed to materi-
alise.

 WCK said it was building a 
landing jetty with material from 
destroyed buildings and rubble, 
a separate initiative to a plan an-
nounced by US. President Joe Bi-
den last week to build a temporary 
pier.

Construction of the jetty was 
“well underway”, WCK founder 
Jose Andres said in a post on X, 
posting a picture of bulldozers ap-
parently levelling out ground close 
to the sea.

WCK Activation Manager Juan 
Camilo Jimenez told Reuters a 
second vessel would depart within 
the next few days.

The UN humanitarian offi  ce 
welcomed eff orts to provide aid 
by sea and air, but said it would 

not be enough. Aid agencies say 
such eff orts can provide only lim-
ited relief as long as most land 
crossings are completely sealed 
off  by Israel.

“It’s not a substitute for the 
overland transport of food and 
other emergency aid into Gaza,” 
said spokesperson Jens Laerke. “It 
cannot make up for that.”

The World Food Programme 
said yesterday it had managed to 
get an aid convoy to Gaza City in 

the fi rst successful convoy to the 
north since Feb. 20.

“We were fi nally able to deliver 
enough food for 25,000 people 
to Gaza City in the early hours of 
this morning. This... proves that 
moving food by road is possible,” 
spokesperson Shaza Moghraby 
said.

The UN estimates a quarter of 
the population in Gaza is now at 
risk of starvation.

Ceasefi re talks have so far failed 
to reach a breakthrough, with Is-
rael saying it is interested only in 
a temporary truce to free hostages, 
and Hamas saying it will let them 
go only as part of a deal to perma-
nently end the war.

Qatar, mediator alongside 
Egypt and the United States, said 
it was working to establish a per-
manent ceasefi re, rather than a 
short-term truce.

“We are not near to a Gaza 
ceasefi re deal but remain hopeful,” 
Qatar Foreign ministry spokesman 
Majed al-Ansari told a press con-
ference in Doha.

The Open Arms vessel with the humanitarian food aid leaves the Cypriot port of Larnaca yesterday.

Dr Majed bin Mohamed 
al-Ansari

Hopeful of ceasefire before Eid al-Fitr: MoFA spokesman 
Qatar among countries funding sea route aid delivery

‘NHRC plays key role
in improving workers’ 
conditions in Qatar’
QNA
Geneva

HE the Chairperson of Qatar 
National Human Rights 
Committee (NHRC) Mar-

yam bint Abdullah al-Attiyah 
emphasised that NHRC has been 
contributing to promoting hu-
man rights situation for all work-
ers, noting the incredible break-
through in the legislation and laws 
in this regard.

This came during her meeting 
with Assistant Director-General 
for Governance, Rights and Dia-
logue in the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO), Manuela To-
mei, on the margins of the 55th 
session of the Human Rights 
Council in Geneva. HE al-Attiyah 
added that, since its inception, 
NHRC has been striving to al-
ter the situation of workers and 
reviewing numerous laws that 
advocate for workers, affi  rming 
that she is upbeat about the ac-
complishments made in this re-
spect, especially that the number 
of workers’ complaints has been 
dramatically lowered.

She noted the special Ministry 
of Labour that was established in 
2021 and the cancellation of the 

sponsorship system “Kafala”, al-
lowing workers to change their 
employers through the electronic 
notifi cation service, in addition to 
creating an electronic platform by 
the Ministry of Labour dedicated 
to receiving the complaints.

NHRC constantly works to 
monitor the workers’ situation in 
Qatar, as well as surveilling and 
documenting the payment of 
wages to workers to ensure that 
wages are paid in accordance with 
the rules and conditions stipu-
lated by the labour law, HE al-
Attiyah underlined, affi  rming that 
in case of any breaches of the pro-
cedures, the process of granting 
new work licenses is suspended, 
and all employers transactions at 
the Ministry of Labour are put on 
hold. To Page 3

HE Maryam bint Abdullah al-Attiyah
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HMC pathology department 
earns CAP re-accreditation

Hamad Medical Corpora-
tion’s (HMC) Department 
of Laboratory Medicine 

and Pathology (DLMP) has been 
reaccredited by the College of 
American Pathologists (CAP) for 
the sixth consecutive cycle with 
high commendation by a highly 
experienced international team of 
inspectors from North America. 

Additionally, Aisha Bint Ha-
mad Al Attiyah Hospital, opened 
in 2022, underwent inspection for 
the fi rst time and received CAP ac-
creditation with zero defi ciencies. 
The CAP inspections took place 
from February 18 to 25 this year 
and are held every two years.

The DLMP not only serves the 
patients of HMC but also provides 
referral services to more than 140 
customers across Qatar including 
government, semi-government 
and private sectors. 

The department performs more 
than 21mn tests per year, includ-
ing tests for the Blood Bank Serv-
ice, and provides a comprehensive 
range of specialised laboratory 
services for the people of Qatar. 

Dr Einas al-Kuwari, chairper-
son, DLMP said: “CAP Accredita-

tion demonstrates HMC’s high-
standard quality assurance and 
quality control programs and is a 
major milestone for the Corpora-
tion and Qatar. 

The designation places HMC’s 
laboratories among an elite class of 
organizations globally and dem-
onstrates the importance we place 
on delivering the safest, highest 
quality and most eff ective patient 
care.

“It is the invaluable contribu-
tion of our laboratory pathologists, 
consultants, clinical scientists, su-
pervisors, technical and support 
staff  along with the quality, safety 
and administration teams that 

enable us to achieve this prestig-
ious re-accreditation.” The CAP 
Accreditation is founded on the 
most exacting standards in clinical 
diagnostic laboratories and is de-
signed to provide assurance to the 
public and patients that the labo-
ratory services are safe and that 
the public can have full confi dence 
in the results and interpretative 
advice provided. 

According to Dr al-Kuwari the 
DLMP is working on expanding 
services to off er as well as being at 
the forefront of new and innova-
tive treatments. 

“Precision medicine, regen-
erative medicine, artifi cial intel-
ligence and molecular diagnostics 
are all changing the face of health-
care and how we care for patients,” 
Dr al-Kuwari said. 

“We are ready and already 
working to be an integral part of 
the changing healthcare landscape 
and serve the changing needs of 
the patient to the highest stand-
ards.”

The DLMP has also achieved ac-
creditation from the Association 
for the Advancement of Blood and 
Biotherapy.

Dr Einas al-Kuwari

‘NHRC plays key role in improving workers’ conditions’
From Page 1

HE the Chairperson of NHRC 
gave thorough explanation about 
a series of visits the NHRC paid 
to worker-exporting countries 
to follow up on the contract 
mechanism in those countries 
and ensure that it complies with 
the conditions and labour laws in 
Qatar. She highlighted that those 
visits helped boost communica-
tion with the professionals oper-
ating in the area of employing the 
workers, in addition to ensuring 
that workers have a clear vision 
with regard to these labour condi-
tions and laws.

Regarding the awareness and 
education, she indicated that 
there is a special programme 
devoted to workers within the 
NHRC’s strategy, along with 
awareness campaigns, such as 
heat stress campaign and worker’s 

pocketbook that was translated 
into 11 languages for labour-ex-
porting countries.

She underscored the signifi -
cance of reinforcing the co-oper-
ation between NHRC and ILO in 
the area of awareness and educa-
tion through inking a co-operation 
memorandum, adding that being 
a leading national committee of 
human rights in the south region, 
NHRC primarily supports co-op-
eration among the south countries 
through sharing expertise and up-
grading the capabilities.

NHRC possesses a mechanism 
for monitoring, raising awareness 
and educating through those vis-
its, as well as the establishment 
of offi  ces of the communities in 
diaspora specialised in receiving 
complaints, as per workers na-
tionalities, HE al-Attiyah empha-
sised. Concerning the mechanism 
for receiving workers complaints, 

HE the Chairperson of NHRC 
indicated that this matter falls 
under the jurisdiction of NHRC 
through many channels, foremost 
of which are the hot line and of-
fi ces of the communities, not-
ing the role of NHRC in sorting 
these complaints through eclectic 
group of NHRC legal research-
ers who regularly scrutinise these 
complaints with all parties and 
subsequently fi le them to certifi ed 
lawyers for advocacy.

For her part, Assistant Di-
rector-General for Govern-
ance, Rights and Dialogue in ILO 
Manuela Tomei welcomed the 
NHRC delegation, adding that she 
was delighted to attend this con-
vention and the depth of friend-
ship between ILO and the State of 
Qatar, affi  rming that ILO offi  ce in 
Doha has a major role in perpetu-
ating this constructive relation-
ship.
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Amir condoles with 
Sharjah’s ruler

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, His 
Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani and 
HE the Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-
Thani sent cables of condolences 
to Member of the UAE Supreme 
Council and Ruler of Sharjah 
Sheikh Dr Sultan bin Mohamed 
al-Qassemi on the death of Sheikh 
Saqr bin Rashid bin Saqr al-Qasimi. 
(QNA)

Amir congratulates 
Mauritian president

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
and His Highness the Deputy 
Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Hamad al-Thani sent cables of 
congratulations to President of 
Mauritius Prithvirajsing Roopun 
on his country’s National Day. 
HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim al-Thani also sent a 
similar cable of congratulations 
to Prime Minister Pravind Kumar 
Jugnauth. (QNA)

Qatar stresses on eff orts to address  
root causes of terrorism, extremism
QNA
Geneva

 

Qatar affi  rmed its condem-
nation of terrorism in all 
its forms and manifesta-

tions, regardless of its motives, 
wherever and by whomever it is 
committed, and the necessity of 
distinguishing between terror-
ism and legitimate resistance to 
foreign occupation and the right 
to self-determination of peoples 
under occupation.

This came in a statement dur-
ing the interactive dialogue with 
the special rapporteur on the pro-
motion and protection of human 
rights in the context of combating 
terrorism, which was delivered by 
Third Secretary of the Interna-
tional Organisations Department 
at the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 
Abdulrahman Sultan al-Mar-
zooqi, before the Human Rights 
Council at its 55th session.

Al-Marzooqi said that the 
spread of terrorism and violent 
extremism continues to pose a se-
rious threat to international peace 
and security, the basic enjoyment 
of human rights and the achieve-
ment of sustainable development 
goals. He stressed the need for 
eff orts to combat terrorism and 

violent extremism, to address 
the root causes, and be based on 
a comprehensive approach that 
is compatible with international 
human rights standards, which 
also achieves the balance with se-
curity necessities.

The UN Global Counter-Ter-
rorism Strategy (GCTS) remains 

the most comprehensive basic 
framework and therefore must 
be implemented with its four 
pillars in an integrated and bal-
anced manner, continuously re-
viewed and taking into account 
emerging challenges and threats, 
he added.

Qatar continues to co-operate 

with the UN agencies concerned 
with combating terrorism, and 
to take the necessary measures to 
reduce terrorism and violent ex-
tremism at the national, regional 
and international levels, he con-
tinued.

He also explained that the 
comprehensive national strategy 
to combat terrorism, which was 
adopted in June 2022, included 
action items related to strength-
ening democratic practices and 
human rights, protecting the 
rights of victims, enhancing the 
rule of law as well as societal safe-
ty and peace.

Qatar has contributed to sup-
porting many initiatives and 
centres aimed at combating ter-
rorism, most notably hosting the 
International Hub on Behavioural 
Insights to Counter Terrorism, 
and the UN Offi  ce of Parliamen-
tary Participation in Preventing 
and Combating Terrorism, al-
Marzooqi added. 

CMU-Q develops region-specifi c 
business administration courses
QNA
Doha

Carnegie Mellon University in Qatar 
(CMU-Q) has introduced three new 
business administration courses that 

were developed specifi cally for the Gulf re-
gion.

Beginning in the spring 2024 semester, 
students can take courses in Islamic fi nance, 
Islamic economics, and innovation and en-
trepreneurship in emerging markets.

Dean of CMU-Q, Michael Trick believes it 
is crucial for business administration gradu-
ates from the Qatar campus to have a nu-
anced understanding of the local business 
environment.

“The Gulf region has so many opportuni-
ties for our graduates, and we want to pro-
vide our students with the knowledge to be 
successful in a wide range of sectors,” said 
Trick. “Our faculty members frequently 
adapt courses to include regionally relevant 
examples, and these three new off erings 
will enhance those off erings.” The Islamic 
fi nance course introduces students to the 
Shariah rules that defi ne Islamic fi nance, 
and the main investment structures with 

respect to traditional conventional banking 
products. The Islamic economics course is 
tailored to students aspiring for careers in 
fi nance and public policy within institutions 
that adhere to Shariah principles and guide-
lines, including investment banks, national 
wealth funds, and government agencies. The 
fi nal course explores the role that innovation 
and entrepreneurship play in parts of the 
world with emerging markets.

Area Head of Business Administration and 
Professor of Finance, Fuad Farooqi, will con-
tinue to encourage faculty members to fi nd 
regionally relevant content for their courses. 
“Most of our graduates stay in Qatar or the 
Gulf region. Courses like these will prepare 
them well for careers that bridge borders and 
cultures.” 

In addition to a central core of courses 
in business, mathematics, economics and 
computing, students in business adminis-
tration must choose at least one concentra-
tion area in accounting, business analytics 
and technologies, entrepreneurship, fi nance, 
global economics and business, market-
ing management, operations management, 
product management, or strategic manage-
ment. Some coursework may be completed 
at the CMU campus in Pittsburgh.

Proposal seeks 
to make school 
buses mandatory 
to ease traffic
By Staff  Reporter
Doha

There should be a study to make 
the use of buses mandatory for 
students while going to school 

and back home, as a practical solution to 
ease traffi  c congestion around schools 
and traffi  c jams during early morning 
and end-of-day hours, demanded a 
number of government school manag-
ers.

Speaking to local Arabic daily Ar-
rayah, they pointed out that the number 
of students using buses in government 
schools does not exceed 45% of the total 
number of students, while about 55% of 
students use private cars, which even-
tually causes many traffi  c congestions, 
especially early in the morning and the 
time of end of the school day. 

Considering that the average number 
of students in a school is 1,000, more 
than 500 cars enter and exit the school 
simultaneously during arrival and dis-
missal times, which causes big rush. 
They pointed out that mandating the 
use of buses will directly contribute 
to reducing traffi  c congestion around 
schools, in addition to relieving street 
congestion, avoiding students arriving 
late to school in the morning, and re-
lieving transportation burdens on par-
ents, whether by driving themselves, or 
having to hire more than one driver to 
transport their children to school.

Accordingly, they stressed the need of 
embracing the use of public buses, as it 
is free for Qatari students and children 
of GCC citizens. They further explained 
that 300 cars could be replaced with 

just 10 buses for student transportation 
to school, which would signifi cantly re-
duce the number of cars on the streets 
during peak hours. They noted that all 
buses are equipped with the highest 
safety standards in addition to having 
supervisors on duty at all times.

Jamal al-Jabir, manager of a pre-
paratory school, said the fees for ex-
patriate student to use school buses at 
government schools are set at QR220 
for each school term, which is a very 
small amount compared to the use of 
the involved cost of using private vehi-
cles. He also pointed out that the peak 
hours traffi  c congestion becomes even 
worse at the areas that have a number of 
schools. However, if more students opt 
for school buses, such congestions will 
be reduced to the minimum, enhancing 
traffi  c safety and smoothness around 
schools.

Fahd Aqab, school manager, said 
that using school buses will eventu-
ally reduce the number of students who 
come late to school in the morning due 
to traffi  c jams. Besides, it would relieve 

parents from such burden, in addition 
to saving time and the involved cost.

Fahd al-Dirham, secondary school 
manager, said that the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education has 
reduced the transportation fees by al-
most 78% from QR1,000 to only QR220 
per school term for expatriate students 
at government schools and it is free for 
Qataris and GCC citizens. He consid-
ered this as part of the eff orts of the 
Ministry to encourage students and 
parents to use school buses. Besides, 
making it mandatory for all students 
would improve traffi  c fl ows on the roads 
during peak hours.

Saeed al-Ahbabi, preparatory school 
manager, said that when almost 300 
students come to school using private 
vehicles in the morning and similarly 
go home the same way in the afternoon, 
this create a big challenge to maintain 
traffi  c circulation around the school. 
However, if they use school buses, a 
maximum of 10 buses will do, and the 
process will be more organised and 
smoother.

School managers pointed out that mandating the use of buses will directly 
contribute to reducing traff ic congestion around schools.

High school students explore careers in medicine at WCM-Q

QNA
Doha 

Students from 11 high schools ex-
perienced on-campus life as med-
ical students, and got a chance 

to explore the prospect of a career in 
medicine during Weill Cornell Medi-
cine-Qatar’s (WCM-Q) Qatar Medical 
Explorer Programme (QMEP).

QMEP is part of WCM-Q’s enrich-
ment programmes and is off ered by 
WCM-Q’s Offi  ce of Student Outreach 
& Educational Development. To join the 
programme, students who have dem-
onstrated academic excellence, par-
ticularly in the sciences and mathemat-
ics, are nominated by their high school 
counsellor and teachers.

During the week-long programme, 
grade 10 and 11 students are exposed 
to various sessions that accurately re-
produce the experiences of current 
WCM-Q students, with classes in biol-
ogy, chemistry, anatomy, surgery, and 
research. The students also experience 
WCM-Q’s state-of-the-art Clinical 
Skills and Simulation Lab, as well as the 
opportunity to research a medical topic 
and present their fi ndings to their peers 
and WCM-Q faculty as part of an oral 
presentation.

There are also sessions on study 
skills, time management, writing per-
sonal statements, interview techniques, 
applying to medical school, and careers 
in medicine, along with an introduc-
tion to WCM-Q’s Medical Student Ex-
ecutive Council — Qatar (MSEC-Q) and 
Student Debate Club, and the opportu-
nity to meet current WCM-Q students.

Noha Saleh, director of premedical 
administration, student outreach and 
educational development, said: “Our 
programme off ers a unique opportunity 
for high school students to experience 
life as a WCM-Q student while gain-
ing a better understanding of what a 
career in science might mean. We look 
forward to continuing to off er interest-

ed students the opportunity to explore 
WCM-Q as their education partner and 
medicine as a career.”

Dr Rachid Bendriss, professor of 
English as a second language, assistant 
professor of education in medicine, and 
associate dean for foundation, student 
outreach and educational development 
programmes, said: “QMEP is designed 
to support high school students in mak-
ing well-informed decisions about their 
future and determining whether medi-
cine is part of that academic journey. 
This year’s cohort of participants im-
pressed us with their intellectual curi-
osity and positive attitude to learning, 
and we hope that many of them will ap-
ply to join WCM-Q.”
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An array of exhibitions and 
installations will be open 
to the public at various lo-

cations during the holy month of 
Ramadan, Design Doha has an-
nounced.

Design Doha, Qatar Museums 
(QM)’s new biennial showcase for 
excellence and innovation in the 
design community of Qatar and 
the Mena (Middle East and North 
Africa) region, is presenting an ex-
hibition titled “Arab Design Now”, 
a comprehensive survey of 74 Arab 
designers that features 38 com-
missioned works.

In a press statement, the QM 
noted that this exhibition is a trib-
ute to the diverse cultural heritage 
of the region, exploring themes 
that resonate with the unique ge-
ographies and values of the Levant, 
the Gulf, and North Africa.

Visitors can also explore fi ve 
other exhibitions curated by the 
QM.

These are “Colours of the 
City: A Century of Architec-
ture in Doha”, “Weaving Poems”, 
“100/100 Hundred Best Arabic 
Posters Round 04”, “Crafting Uz-
bekistan: Tradition in Threads”, 
and “Cultural Kinship”, as well as 
three commissioned works titled 
Desert by Amine El Gotaibi, Doha 
Dragon by Joris Laarman, and Af-
terimage of the Beginning by Choi 
Byung Hoon.

In addition, Qatar Museums 
noted that Pipilotti Rist’s “Elec-
tric Idyll” exhibition is also open to 
visitors.

As the artist’s fi rst survey exhi-
bition in the Middle East, this ex-
hibition was designed specifi cally 
for Fire Station’s gallery spaces and 
features historical works alongside 
new productions by the renowned 
Swiss-born artist. It will be on 
view until June 1.

A special exhibition, “Golden 
Spider Silk”, will be presented by 
the Museum of Islamic Art from 
March 19, off ering insight into the 
extraordinary history and proper-
ties of this unique material.

This exhibition complements 
the ongoing showcase “Fashioning 
an Empire: Textiles from Safavid 
Iran”, which is open until July 6.

Apart from these new show-
cases, the QM said that visitors 
are encouraged not to miss out on 
several ongoing exhibitions across 
various museums in Qatar.

These include “De/Constructed 
Meanings”, “The Bicycle and the 
Future of Mobility”, “The Voyager 
is the Narrator”, “Pipilotti Rist: 
Your Brain to Me, My Brain to 
You”, “Distilled Lessons: Abstrac-
tion in Arab Modernism”, “Mehdi 
Moutashar: Introspection as Re-
sistance”, “Cities Under Quaran-
tine: The Mailbox Project”, “Shat-
tered, 2023”, “Berber Jewellery 
Collection from the Royal Palace”, 
“Zidane, a 21st Century Portrait”, 
and “A Sneak Peek At Qatar Auto 
Museum Project”.

During Ramadan, the QM noted 
that revised hours are in place for 
visitors to enjoy the permanent 
collections at the National Mu-
seum of Qatar, 3-2-1 Olympic and 
Sports Museum, Museum of Is-
lamic Art, and Mathaf: Arab Mu-
seum of Modern Art.

Design Doha plans 
array of exhibitions 
throughout Ramadan
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

The Fire Station. Image Courtesy of Qatar Museums

The Ministry of Education and Higher Edu-
cation (MoEHE), in co-operation with Hope 
Qatar Centre, organised a sports initiative for 

students with disabilities between the ages of four 
and 20 under the slogan We are all winners.

The event, which included 27 sports competi-
tions, was aimed at providing an inclusive and 
stimulating environment for persons with disabili-
ties, enabling them to participate actively in various 
community activities and events, and allowing them 
to enjoy sports activities regardless of their ability 
levels.

Director of the MoEHE’s Educational Services 
Centres Department Eman Ali al-Nuaimi said: “The 
ministry is keen to hold such sporting events, pro-
vide equal opportunities for all groups, and encour-
age all members of society to enjoy sports activities 
and the benefi ts they bring.”

She stressed that the programme was carefully 
designed to focus on enhancing individual abilities 
rather than on disability challenges.

A total of 86 students from 26 nationalities rep-
resenting 11 educational centres for people with dis-
abilities across Qatar participated. – QNA

Ministry 
promotes 
community 
inclusion for 
students with 
disabilities

The Ministry of Municipality unveiled the 
book Corporate Environmental Sustain-
ability – Reports and Achievements dur-

ing an event at Al Bidda Park on the sidelines of 
the International Horticultural Exhibition Expo 
Doha.

Present at the event were HE the Minister of 
Municipality Abdullah bin Hamad bin Abdullah 
al-Attiyah as well as respected businessmen, 
chief executives, dignitaries, and media per-
sonalities.

The occasion included award presentations 

honouring companies for their initiatives in 
implementing top sustainability standards in 
Qatar.

Al Abdulghani Motors was one such entity, 
and was awarded the Excellence in Sustainabil-
ity Award by HE al-Attiyah for the Best Green 
Initiative.

“The signifi cance of global environmen-
tal signs such as global warming and climate 
change cannot be denied,” Al Abdulghani Mo-
tors chief executive Nasser al-Abdulghani said 
when receiving the award. “These signs have 

brought attention to the importance of raising 
environmental awareness, safeguarding bio-
diversity, and fostering collaboration across all 
levels of society.”

“At Al Abdulghani Motors, our commitment 
extends beyond our business objectives as we 
actively strive to protect the environment,” he 
said. “As a leading automotive company, we 
recognise our responsibility towards society 
and strive to make a positive impact on both the 
community and the environment in which we 
operate.”

Al Abdulghani Motors earns award 
for excellence in sustainability

HE the Minister of Municipality Abdullah bin Hamad bin Abdullah 
al-Attiyah presenting the award to Nasser al- Abdulghani.
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Points to ponder 
in Ramadan
A person might contem-

plate during Ramadan 
upon numerous subjects. 

He should refl ect upon his af-
fairs, his fi nal abode, and what is 
awaiting him, as regards his de-
parture to Allah The Almighty. 
He can also contemplate over his 
morals and evil aspects, in the 
hope of getting rid of the latter; 
his acts of worship in which he 
was negligent and which were 
fi lled with doubts and passing 
thoughts, which kept him far 
from Allah The Almighty, and 
from having good private talk 
with Him. He can contemplate 
about standing in front of Him; 
what mends his own self and fi -
nal abode, and what causes him 
to know and have love for his 
Lord The Almighty.

A believer should refl ect upon 
the Names and Attributes of Al-
lah; and his standing to his Lord 
on the Day the people would 
stand to the Lord of the Worlds. 
If one refl ects upon the Names 
and Attributes of Allah, his liv-
ing and fi nal abode, his depar-
ture, death and grave, his resur-
rection and standing in front of 
Allah The Almighty, the evil of 
his own soul, and the defi cien-
cies of his actions and provi-
sion, undoubtedly his refl ection 
would cause him to increase in 
faith and refrain from disobe-
dience. It would enable him to 
endure the diffi  culty of striving 
against the evil he is suff ering 
from, remember the grave, death 
and accounting, and remember 
the terrors and standing in front 
of Allah The Almighty. All of 
this would be a motive for him 
to hasten to Allah The Almighty, 
to keep away from sins, fear Al-
lah The Almighty, do his best 
and strive to excel in worship and 
obedience, and persist in think-
ing of what returns upon him 
with good in his worldly life and 
his fi nal abode.

As for the remembrance of Al-
lah The Almighty, if one devotes 
himself to it, he will be in the 
same state mentioned by Allah 

The Almighty Who Says (what 
means): {So remember Me; I will 
remember you. And be grate-
ful to Me and do not deny Me.} 
[Qur’an 2:152] Among the ben-
efi ts of one’s leaving his food and 
drink (in fasting) is to realise this 
state. Is it appropriate that one 
realises this during his day, and 
when he breaks his fast, he gives 
up meditation and remembrance 
of Allah The Almighty? We mean 
those high ranks that represent 
the origin of the knowledge of 
and love for Allah The Almighty. 
Once he refl ects upon the names 
and attributes of Allah The Al-
mighty, he affi  rms the Oneness 
of his Lord, loves Him, fears 
Him, has hope in Him, suppli-
cates Him, draws near Him, and 
makes his share from Allah The 
Almighty the most important 
priority for him in the world and 
the Hereafter.

You need this meaning today 
and after Ramadan, otherwise, 
what would you do if your days 
pass and you return to your old 
state, and the month of Ramadan 
gets over without getting any of 
that?

The next meaning is to make 
substantial contributions to in-
creasing the sustenance for the 
poor and needy. It is one of the 

traces of Taqwa (consciousness 
of Allah The Almighty). It is your 
share (of good) which you should 
be keen to obtain, to give out of 
your property to the poor and 
needy, for the sake of Allah The 
Almighty. 

Make hunger and thirst a re-
minder for you of those who have 
long been suff ering from hunger 
and thirst, support your brethren 
and the righteous slaves of Al-
lah The Almighty, and honor and 
bring about pleasure upon them. 
All of this is among the best 
deeds mentioned by the Messen-
ger of Allah, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam (may Allah exalt his men-
tion). That was his state in Ram-
adan. He was the most generous 
of all people, and he used to be 
at the pinnacle of his generos-
ity in the month of Ramadan, 
when Jibreel (Gabriel), may Allah 
exalt his mention, would teach 
him the Qur’an. [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim]

To conclude those benefi ts, let 
us say that fasting, standing (at 
night in prayer), remembrance 
of Allah The Almighty and re-
duction of food, drink and de-
sire in Ramadan break the soul’s 
voracity, greediness, wrongness 
and transgression. This is one of 
the most important reasons that 
make one submit to his Lord and 
increase in piety.

The human soul inclines to 
transgression, errors, arrogance, 
laziness, idleness and sleep -- 
it holds all things dear. This is 
why fasting is one of the greatest 
means to break the destructive 
desires of the soul for the sake 
of Allah The Almighty, whereby 
it becomes submissive, humble, 
reassured and devout. It hastens 
to obedience and seeks forgive-
ness, humbles and submits itself 
to Allah The Almighty, and the 
heart and the physical organs re-
spond to His love and obedience, 
and refrain from disobedience to 
Him.

Article source: http://www.
islamweb.net/emainpgae/

Awqaf receives Omani delegation

The General Administra-
tion of Endowments at the 
Ministry of Endowments 

(Awqaf) and Islamic Aff airs has 
received a delegation from the 
Ministry of Endowments and Re-
ligious Aff airs in Oman. 

The delegation visited the 
headquarters of the General Ad-
ministration of Endowments to 
learn about the Qatari endowment 
initiatives and electronic systems 
while exchanging experiences, 
knowledge and discussing ways of 
co-operation.

Director General of the Gen-
eral Administration of Endow-
ments Sheikh Dr Khalid bin 
Mohamed bin Ghanem al-Thani 
gave a detailed explanation of the 
functions of the administration, 
its electronic systems, services, 
banks and endowment projects. 

The director general also re-
viewed the most prominent fea-
tures of the Qatari Endowment 
Law, the articles of other laws 
related to endowment, the gov-

ernance system and the related 
regulations. 

Undersecretary of the Minis-
try of Endowments and Religious 
Affairs of Oman Eng Ahmed bin 
Saleh al-Rashidi praised the ap-
plication of the General Admin-
istration of Endowments. He 
noted the application fulfils all 
endowment services.

Al-Thani handed over a me-
mento to al-Rashidi and the del-
egation. 

The Omani delegation includ-
ed Sheikh Saleh bin Hamdoun 
al-Rahbi, Dr Ahmed bin Ali al-
Kaabi and Hamad bin Salloum 
bin Mubarak al-Adhoubi, Talal 
bin Issa al-Harrasi and Rashid 
bin Saleh al-Rashidi.

Ramadan in Qatar: From past 
simplicity to present modernity

When life was simpler, devoid of all the 
trappings of modern life, social media 
and technology developments, the holy 

month of Ramadan was the most interconnected 
and harmonious period in Qatari society.

The month reminds the elderly each year of the 
early times of fasting as they recall the customs and 
traditions of the past and the changes that occurred.

In statements to Qatar News Agency (QNA), Qa-
tari heritage researcher Khalifa al-Sayed al-Malki 
underlined the most notable transformations, ex-
plaining that Ramadan in Qatari society in the past 
was a special occasion. Qataris along with their 
Muslim brothers eagerly and passionately antici-
pated its arrival every year and they had special cus-
toms at the start and end of the holy month.

Al-Malki said that the thing that distinguishes 
Qatari society the most during Ramadan is the in-
crease in social cohesion and solidarity. All homes 
prepare for the month sometimes even a month pri-
or. Preparations are mostly carried out by the wom-
en, notably in the making of Thareed and Harees 
which are two dishes that can be seen on all din-
ing tables during Ramadan. Women would gather, 
whether from the same family or neighbourhood, in 
one of the houses to prepare the ingredients for the 
making of the traditional foods. Preparation also in-
cluded preparing spices that had several steps; col-
lecting, washing, drying, grinding and mixing.

During the simpler old times of Ramadan, people 
would gather after the Taraweeh prayer for Qur’an 

readings, hold discussions on life and conduct fam-
ily visits, al-Malki said. He explained that Ramadan 
currently diff ers from the past in many ways such as 
the convenient accessibility to food and ingredients 
in markets, and no longer using the fi rewood when 
cooking. Although the Qatari society still adheres to 
its customs and traditions in preparing for the holy 
month, the ways of preparation have changed and be-
come easier, he said. One of the most important Qatari 
customs is exchanging food between neighbours. This 
custom would be done more during Ramadan in which 
many traditional foods are made. This custom is initi-
ated less often today and the type of food shared mixes 
tradition, modernity, and it also includes desserts.

Al-Malki said that one of the notable changes is 
having Iftar outside of the home and instead in ho-
tels, restaurants or Ramadan tents which have become 
more popular recently. Development in technology 
and social media has also contributed to reducing vis-
its between members of society, making face-to-face 
communications less than before.

Al-Malki also highlighted the Ramadan Ghabqa 
(gathering of men) in which houses would take turns 
preparing. The concept of Ghabqa has now developed 
among some and is held in hotels or major restaurants 
and includes various foods.

Despite the changes and developments that have 
occurred and are still happening, the holy month of 
Ramadan will remain a symbol of compassion and 
interconnectedness in Qatari society, researcher al-
Malki said. (QNA)

1,315 to attend seventh Katara award for Qur’an recitation

A total of 1,315 participants 
will take part in Katara’s 
seventh award for Qur’an 

recitation. 
Organised by the General Ad-

ministration of Endowments at the 
Ministry of Endowments and Is-
lamic Aff airs (Awqaf) and the Cul-
tural Village Foundation – Katara, 
the award aims to encourage Mus-
lims to pivot towards reading the 
Holy Qur’an profi ciently, in terms 
of recitation and understanding.

The launching of the seventh 
edition, according to a statement 
from Awqaf, was announced in the 
presence of Katara general manag-
er Prof Khalid bin Ibrahim al-Su-
laiti and director of General Direc-
torate of Endowments Sheikh Dr 
Khalid bin Mohamed bin Ghanem 
al-Thani. 

Sheikh Khalid praised the 
award organisers saying it’s dis-
tinguished by its good organisa-

tion and showcasing of talents. 
“It has gained wide fame and 
resonance at the global level,” 
he said, adding that the award is 
sponsored by the General Admin-
istration of Endowments for the 
award through the Endowment 
Bank for the service of the Qur’an 
and Sunnah.

Al-Sulaiti thanked the contin-

ued endowment support and generous 
sponsorship of the competition. 

He explained that the participation in 
the award’s competitions has increased 
each year. “1,273 contestants took part in 
the last edition and in the current version 

it is attended by 1,315 participants. This re-
fl ects the global status it has achieved. The 
increasing number indicates the breadth 
of participation,” he said, adding that the 
competition will be telecast by Qatar TV, 
the media partner of the programme.

Qatar Museums reveals Ramadan 
operating hours, public events

Qatar Museums (QM) has 
announced that it will 
operate at revised open-

ing hours during the holy month 
of Ramadan, implementing the 
following operational hours for 
all its museums, galleries, and 
institutions.

 The operational hours are 
from Saturday to Thursday: 9am 
to 2pm, and 8pm to 12am; Fri-
day: 8pm to 12am; First day of 
Eid al-Fitr: Closed.           

The revised opening hours 
for Al Zubarah Archaeological 
Site are: Saturday to Thursday: 
10am to 2pm; Friday: 12pm to 
3pm. QM has invited members 
of the community to participate 
in a series of creative activities 
for children and families in cel-
ebration of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 

Activities include: 
Dadu x Baladna 
- Ramadan Gifts

Dadu Gardens, March 15, 21 
and 22, from 8:30pm to 10:30pm 

With the theme “Ramadan 
Gifts” and in collaboration with 
Baladna, Dadu Gardens will host 
three Ghabga dinners over the 
month of Ramadan. Children 
and parents are invited to attend 
this ticketed event and enjoy and 
experience various activities, 
including interactive culinary 
sessions, cultural crafts and ac-
tivities, and children’s culinary 
stations. Tickets can be pur-
chased on the Qatar Museums 
website.  

Fire Station Garagao
13th Day of Ramadan (March 

23 or 24), from 8pm to 11pm
Garangao is considered one 

of Qatar’s special celebrations, 
especially loved by children. 
Fire Station invites the public to 
enjoy their very own Garangao 

celebration, including a magic 
show, Garangao giveaways and 
face painting. There will also be 
food and beverage kiosks selling 
refreshments. This event is free 
to attend.

Create Your Own Garangao 
Bag Workshop

Museum of Islamic Art (MIA), 
March 18, from 8pm to 9pm

MIA’s Garangao invites chil-
dren to take part in this creative 
workshop where they will cre-
ate and embellish their very own 
bags to be fi lled with traditional 
candy and treats. Register for 
the session.

Liwan for Good
Liwan Design Studios and 

Labs, March 20, from 8.30pm to 
11:30pm

Liwan for Good is a spe-
cial charity event celebrating 
the holy month of Ramadan. A 
community-orientated event, 
it aims to bring together local 
charities and businesses for an 
evening of giving. As a creative 
space in the heart of the city, Li-
wan invites Qatar’s burgeoning 
design community and the pub-
lic to join hands and positively 

impact the world.
Planet Kids Club

Museum of Islamic Art – Li-
brary, March 26, 2024 | 7.30pm-
8.30pm

Join MIA for their monthly 
Planet Kids Club Session, to 
take part in diff erent activities 
all created under an overarching 
theme of protecting our planet. 
This month will be a reading of 
Ramadan Around the World by 
Ndaa Hassan.

“1,273 contestants 
took part in the last 
edition and in the 
current version 
it is attended by 
1,315 participants. 
This reflects the 
global status it has 
achieved”

MIA’s Garangao invites children to take part in creative workshop 
this Ramadan.

Liwan for Good is a special 
charity event celebrating the 
holy month of Ramadan.
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In conjunction with campaign to sponsor 5,000 orphans, 

Qatar Charity fulfills children’s wishes 
through “My Wish” program
The radio program “My Wish”, 

produced by Qatar Charity (QC), 
airs live on Qatar Radio, as part 

of Qatar Charity’s committed endeavors 
to assist orphans through its “Rofaqa” 
initiative, in conjunction with the 
ongoing campaign aimed at sponsoring 
5,000 orphans. 

The program seeks to realize the 
wishes of orphans by conveying their 
heartfelt voice messages from diverse 
regions around the world. It actively 
contributes to making these dreams 
come true, bringing happiness and joy 
to the hearts of these young individuals.

The program airs daily from Sunday 
to Thursday at 12:15 PM, hosted by the 
broadcaster Abeer Mubarak. In each 
episode, it highlights the wishes of 
children sponsored by Qatar Charity 
worldwide. It addresses the specific 
needs of orphans, such as simple gifts, 
medical treatment, school fees, and food, 
based on the requests of the orphans.  

The program also introduces the 
“Rofaqa” initiative, highlighting Qatar 
Charity’s initiatives and programs 
during the blessed month of Ramadan.

Qatar Charity offers a range of 
wishes, allowing donors to choose the 
wish they want to fulfill by sending 
an SMS with the donation amount to 
92124.

Broadcaster Abeer Mubarak stated 
that the program is distinguished 
by its unique concept, serving 
as a meaningful bridge between 
those in need and Qatar Charity. 
She highlighted Qatar Charity’s 
consistent commitment to facilitating 
communication between donors and 
those in need.

She clarified that the program’s 
objective is to bring smiles and joy 
to the hearts of children and their 
families worldwide, noting the noble 
tradition of the generous people of 
Qatar, who extend a helping hand to 

anyone in need, whether within Qatar 
or abroad.

It is worth mentioning that as part 
of its “Endless Giving” campaign for 
the 1445 AH Ramadan, Qatar Charity 
has launched a drive to sponsor a new 
batch of orphans in several countries 
around the world. The goal is to reach 
the sponsorship of 5,000 new orphans 
by the first Friday of Ramadan, with the 
support of benevolent individuals, both 
citizens and residents of Qatar.

This campaign comes under the 
slogan “Expand Your Family” and aims 
to encourage families in Qatar to sponsor 
one or more orphans, considering them 
as sons or daughters within their family 
in terms of care and attention.

Donations to the campaign can be 
made through the following link: 

https://www.qcharity.org/en/qa/
campaign?campaignId=622&_sShare=il
kQNt5P6du9oAXM1hO1cA==&UTMM
Id=0

The program seeks to realize the 
wishes of orphans by conveying 

their heartfelt voice messages from 
diverse regions around the world. 
It actively contributes to making 
these dreams come true, bringing 
happiness and joy to the hearts of 

these young individuals.

T
he orphan care initiative “Rofaqa” has 
contributed to the realization of the 
aspirations and dreams of numerous 
children, with support from benevolent 

sponsors. It has been a reason for success stories 
made by these sponsored orphans, as they excelled in 
their academic and professional journeys within their 
communities. Among these stories is that of Mizanur 
Rahman, an orphan, whose dream of excellence 
motivated him to overcome challenges and reach his 
goal.

Mizanur Rahman, who is from the `Achuavata’ 
village located in `Rajshahi’, a northern city of 
Bangladesh, became an orphan at the age of 4. Her 
mother, a homemaker, had no source of income to feed 
and raise her five children.

Since childhood, Mizan exhibited a strong interest 
in academics compared to his siblings. Seeing this 
interest in her child, the mother’s mind was filled with 
joy. She got him enrolled in the Sheikh Hamad Orphan 
Center also known as the Godagari Orphanage, run 
by Qatar Charity since 1995, where 8-years-old Mizan 
was admitted in the third grade. 

Brilliant student Mizan passed the SSC (Secondary 
Scholl Certificate) examination in 2008, and the HSC 
examination in 2010, both with the highest-grade 
point GPA-5, which opened the door for him to higher 
education. 

To make his dream come true, Mizan moved 
to Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh to study at the 
Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology 
(BUET), the country’s best engineering university. 

Mizan said, “Qatar Charity had borne all the 
expenses of university admission and provided him 
with a scholarship, which helped him meet all other 
expenses easily.” 

He earned an Honors Degree in ‘Materials and 
Metallurgical Engineering (MME)’ and got a job at 
Walton, one of the renowned electronics companies in 
the country. He works as a successful senior assistant 
director of that company, drawing a smile on the face 
of his mother through his achievements and becoming 
a source of pride for the villagers.

“We want to convey thanks to Qatar Charity 
to fulfill the dreams of my offspring,” the mother 
of Mizanur Rahman says. He says, “I am indebted 
to Qatar Charity and I want to repay this debt by 
dedicating myself to humanitarian activities.”

It is worth mentioning that the “Rofaqa” initiative 
has sponsored approximately 204,800 orphans to 
date.  A new campaign has been launched to sponsor 
more 5,000 orphans. This campaign comes under the 
slogan “Expand Your Family” and aims to encourage 
Qatari families to sponsor one or more orphans, 
considering them as sons or daughters within their 
family in terms of care and attention.

Mizanur Rahman’s story as a model 
Rofaqa initiative creates inspiring 
success stories globally
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MATAR concludes annual safety campaign at HIA

Qatar Company for Airports 
Operation and Manage-
ment (MATAR) success-

fully conducted its annual MATAR 
Safety Campaign at Hamad Inter-
national Airport recently.

Operating under the theme 
‘Safety commitment, a legacy 
we build every day’, the MATAR 
Safety Campaign was designed to 
stimulate continuous enhance-
ment in operational health and 
safety (OHS) management. 

The campaign aimed to further 
promote a safety-fi rst culture 
across the airport, encouraging 
employee participation in all safe-
ty initiatives, strengthening the 

reporting of safety concerns, and 
cultivating strong relationships 
between the airport its stakehold-
ers, and workforce.

The campaign off ered compre-
hensive workshops and lectures 
on various safety topics, including 
electrical safety, voluntary hazard 
report (VHR), fi re prevention and 
fi ghting, working at height, safe 
& sustainable landscape main-
tenance, machinery safety, work 
platform safety, chemical safety, 
and minor injuries at workplace, 
among other safety-related dis-
cussions. 

More than a thousand em-
ployees from MATAR, includ-

ing contract partners and airport 
operators attended the event, 
demonstrating the collective 
commitment to advancing safety 
standards.

The success of the MATAR safe-
ty campaign marks a signifi cant 
milestone in Hamad International 
Airport’s ongoing journey towards 
exceptional operational safety and 
health management. 

As an annual event involving 
all MATAR contract partners and 
suppliers, it sets the stage for fu-
ture safety initiatives – ensuring 
that the airport remains a safe, 
effi  cient, and responsible gateway 
for all travellers worldwide.

Since commencing its opera-
tions in 2014, Hamad Internation-
al Airport has established innova-
tive health and safety initiatives 
that mitigate risks and improve 
operational performances. 

With a zero accident and zero 
harm culture and obtaining the 
ISO 45001:2018 Occupational 
Health & Safety Management 
System Certifi cation from BSI, 
the airport has adopted a “robust” 
system to ensure a work culture 
that supports employees and 
partners, showcases leadership 
commitment and enhances pas-
senger journeys throughout the 
airport.

Qatar Company for Airports Operation and Management (MATAR) 
successfully conducted its annual MATAR Safety Campaign at Hamad 
International Airport recently.

Sidra 
Medicine 
announces 
new chief 
operating 
offi  cer

Sidra Medicine has appointed 
Wouter Van den Brande as its new 
Chief Operating Officer (COO).
As COO of Sidra Medicine, 
Wouter’s responsibilities 
will include overseeing and 
expanding the healthcare 
organisation’s business and 
clinical operations, corporate 
services, procurement, supply 
chain, facilities, and information 
technology. 
Dr Iyabo Tinubu-Karch, CEO of 
Sidra Medicine said: “We are 
delighted to have Wouter join 
us in this important function as 
our COO. With over 15 years of 
experience in operations, quality 
and business growth, he brings a 
wealth of expertise and strategic 
vision to his role. His extensive 
technical knowledge, will pave 
the way for operational delivery 
excellence for our hospital so that 
we can continue to provide top 
quality care for our patients.”
Prior to joining Sidra Medicine, 
he was the Chief Strategy and 
Development Officer for Nuffield 
Health, the United Kingdom’s 
largest health charity network. 
Wouter has an MBA in Strategic 
Innovation in Healthcare from 
CASS Business School and 
completed his Bachelor of 
Science in Medical Science from 
Imperial College, UK.

Wouter Van den Brande.

QU College of Law receives international academic re-accreditation

Qatar University (QU) College of 
Law was granted an institutional 
re-accreditation from the British 

Accreditation Council (BAC) as an Inde-
pendent Higher Education Institution. 
This accreditation is valid until October31, 
2026.

In addition, in 2023, the College of Law 
received a fi ve-year programme re-accred-
itation from the High Council for Evalua-
tion of Research and Higher Education in 
France. 

In recommending the international 
academic institutional accreditation, BAC 
acknowledged the change in the college’s 

leadership in 2022, the new purpose-built 
building, the high-quality facilities and re-
sources, including a well-maintained resi-
dential accommodation which “provide an 
outstanding learning environment for stu-
dents and staff .” 

BAC acknowledged that QU Law had 
expanded the number of law clinics it 
provides. They noted that working in 
partnership with local law firm’s clin-
ics provides students with experiential 
learning opportunities, providing mem-
bers of the public with pro-bono advice 

in areas such as employment law and hu-
man rights. 

BAC also mentioned that students are 
encouraged to participate in debates, prob-
lem-based learning, legal research, labs, 
and moot court sessions. BAC described 
the academic faculty as experienced sub-
ject experts who are highly qualifi ed and 
stated that special courses, such as sports 
law, GCC law and procurement law help 
students to develop more specialised 
knowledge and skills including wider em-
ployability skills.

QU College of Law.

The radio 
programme “My 
Wish”, produced 
by Qatar Charity 
(QC), airs live 
on Qatar Radio, 
as part of Qatar 
Charity’s committed 
endeavours to assist 
orphans through its 
“Rofaqa” initiative, in 
conjunction with the 
ongoing campaign 
aimed at sponsoring 
5,000 orphans. 
The programme 
seeks to realise the 
wishes of orphans 
by conveying their 
heartfelt voice 
messages from diverse regions around the world. It actively 
contributes to making these dreams come true, bringing happiness 
and joy to the hearts of these young individuals.
The programme airs daily from Sunday to Thursday at 12.15pm, 
hosted by the broadcaster Abeer Mubarak. In each episode, it 
highlights the wishes of children sponsored by Qatar Charity 
worldwide. It addresses the specific needs of orphans, such as 
simple gifts, medical treatment, school fees, and food, based on the 
requests of the orphans.  
The programme also introduces the “Rofaqa” initiative, highlighting 
Qatar Charity’s initiatives and programmes during the blessed 
month of Ramadan.
Qatar Charity off ers a range of wishes, allowing donors to choose 
the wish they want to fulfil by sending an SMS with the donation 
amount to 92124.
Mubarak stated that the programme is distinguished by its unique 
concept, serving as a meaningful bridge between those in need 
and Qatar Charity. She highlighted Qatar Charity’s consistent 
commitment to facilitating communication between donors and 
those in need.
She clarified that the programme’s objective is to bring smiles and 
joy to the hearts of children and their families worldwide, noting 
the noble tradition of the generous people of Qatar, who extend a 
helping hand to anyone in need, whether within Qatar or abroad.

QC fulfils children’s wishes QC fulfils children’s wishes 
through ‘My Wish’ programmethrough ‘My Wish’ programme

‘My Wish”, produced by Qatar Charity (QC), 
airs live on Qatar Radio.

Thousands avail of HMC 
Community Rehabilitation 
Department services in ’23
The Community Rehabilitation Department 

at the Qatar Rehabilitation Institute (QRI) of 
Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC) handled 

5,343 cases in 2023.
Community-based rehabilitation means assess-

ment, advice and tailored rehabilitation support that 
takes place in settings outside of a traditional hospital 
– it helps people with long-term conditions, injuries, 
or illness to live well for longer.

“Receiving this number of patients in one year 
refl ects the quality of healthcare services provided 
to the elderly and the provision of therapeutic pro-
grammes to meet the individual rehabilitation needs 
of each patient. The QRI is committed to developing 
rehabilitation services provided to patients,” said Dr 
Hanadi al-Hamad, deputy chief of Long-Term Care, 
Rehabilitation, and Geriatric Care at HMC.

“The care provided at the QRI relies on comprehen-
sive therapeutic programmes overseen by a multidis-
ciplinary team of physicians, nurses, and allied health 
professionals, with the involvement of the patient’s 
family in their treatment plan.” 

Dr Wafa al-Yazidi, director of the Community Re-
habilitation Department at the QRI said there was an 
increase in patients accessing community rehabilita-
tion services between 2020 and 2023.

“This is evidence of the importance of the services 
provided by the Community Rehabilitation Depart-
ment and its positive eff ects on patients and society,” 
Dr al-Yazidi said. “The Community Rehabilitation 
Department received 1,345 patient in 2020 and 4,304 
patients in 2021 and 4,457 patients in 2022.”

According to Dr al-Yazidi, the Community Re-
habilitation Department provides services to about 
2,600 patients annually, most of whom are elderly 
or have special needs. Rather than accessing care in a 
hospital setting, patients receive treatment in a suit-

able environment, adapted and prepared, surrounded 
by their family members, and in a comfortable place, 
by a competent team capable of providing services ef-
fi ciently and making appropriate decisions.

Dr al-Yazidi said HMC uses the latest technology to 
help improve the quality of life for rehabilitation pa-
tients and are based on diff erent senses such as hear-
ing, vision, and touch. 

“We provide devices for the blind that receive com-
mands through speech, making it easier for them to 
work normally without obstacles or providing devices 
for those with visual impairments where we ensure 
they use large screens,” Dr al-Yazidi added. 

The Community Rehabilitation Department at QRI 
is working to establish hubs geographically closer to 
where patients live. Each hub will have a dedicated 
and trained team to strengthen the relationship be-
tween the team and the patients in a specifi c area. 
Typically, fi ve or six patients are grouped in these 
centres and receive rehabilitation collectively, which 
creates an incentive for them to recover faster. If a pa-
tient is unable to come to the centre, a team member 
will visit their home.

Dr Hanadi al-Hamad. Dr Wafa al-Yazidi.
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AFP
London

British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak’s government yes-
terday pledged to build new 

gas-fi red power stations to boost 
energy security, drawing criticism 
over his climate policies before 
this year’s general election.

The Conservative government, 
which aims to achieve net zero 
carbon emissions by 2050, an-
nounced in a statement that it 
would seek to construct the gas 
power plants to avert a threat of 
energy blackouts.

The UK has spearheaded low-

carbon energies such as nuclear, 
solar and wind power in a strat-
egy to combat sky-high domestic 
electricity and gas bills, which 
rocketed after key producer Rus-
sia invaded Ukraine in early 2022, 
cutting off  gas supplies and spark-
ing a cost-of-living crisis.

“The government has commit-
ted to support the building of new 
gas power stations to maintain a 
safe and reliable energy source for 
days when the weather forecast 
doesn’t power up renewables,” it 
said in  a statement yesterday.

Sunak, whose Conservatives 
trail the main opposition Labour 
party in opinion polls, added that 
Britain needed to reach its net 

zero goal “in a sustainable way 
that doesn’t leave people without 
energy on a cloudy, windless day”.

Outlining the pledge in central 
London, Energy Minister Claire 
Coutinho also warned that “with-
out gas backing up renewables, 
we face the genuine prospect of 
blackouts”.

The independent Climate 
Change Committee (CCC), a UK 
body which advises the state, 
conceded last year that a “small 
amount” of gas-fi red power in 
2035 was “compatible with a de-
carbonised power system” in or-
der to provide balance and ensure 
security of energy supplies.

Sunak had last year softened 

his net zero goals, specifi cally by 
delaying a ban on the sale of pet-
rol and diesel cars by fi ve years to 
2035.

The UK has also issued a swathe 
of new oil and gas exploration li-
cences to lift energy supplies amid 
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin’s war in Ukraine.

“This is the latest step in eff orts 
to reach net zero in a sustainable, 
pragmatic way that rids the UK of 
the need to rely on foreign dicta-
tors like Putin,” the government 
added.

Yesterday’s news however 
drew the ire of Labour energy 
spokesman Ed Miliband, who 
urged Sunak to lift a de-facto UK 

ban on new onshore wind tur-
bines.

“We need to replace retiring 
gas-fi red stations as part of a de-
carbonised power system, which 
will include carbon capture and 
hydrogen playing a limited back-
up role in the system,” he said.

“But the reason the Tories can-
not deliver the lower bills and en-
ergy security we need is that they 
are specialists in failure when it 
comes to our clean energy future: 
persisting with the ludicrous ban 
on onshore wind, bungling the 
off shore wind auctions, and fail-
ing on energy effi  ciency.”

The gas announcement also 
sparked anger from environmen-

talists who argue they are counter 
to the nation’s overall aim to help 
tackle climate change.

“The government’s cunning 
plan to boost energy security and 
meet our climate goals is to make 
Britain more dependent on the 
very fossil fuel that sent our bills 
rocketing and the planet’s tem-
perature soaring,” said Green-
peace UK policy director Doug 
Parr.

“The only route to a low-cost, 
secure and clean energy system 
is through attracting massive 
private investment to develop 
renewables and upgrade our age-
ing grid, but this government has 
failed on both fronts.”

Britain vows to build new gas power stations

‘Philippines did
not reject China’s
proposals on South
China Sea issues’
Reuters
Manila

Philippine President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr yesterday 
said his country did not re-

ject China’s proposals on manag-
ing disputes in the South China 
Sea, but said that, since they stood 
on a questionable premise, it was 
“diffi  cult to see a way forward”.

“We have not rejected any pro-
posals that China has made to us 
but the premise is something that 
we questioned...that premise that 
China has made is that their terri-
tory follows what is now described 
as a 10 dash line,” Marcos said at a 
joint briefi ng with German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz.

Marcos, who was on a working 
visit in Germany, said China’s ex-
pansive claims in the South China 
Sea were “not recognised by any 
country, any international body, 
certainly not by the Philippines”.

A 2016 ruling by the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration found that 
China’s sweeping claims had no 
legal basis, but China rejects that, 
and its foreign ministry said yes-
terday it “has indisputable sover-
eignty over the South China Sea 
Islands.”

“China and the Philippines 
have no territorial disputes in the 
South China Sea,” foreign ministry 
spokesperson Wang Wenbin said.

Wang said China had put for-
ward initiatives to the Philippines 
“to control the maritime situation 
and work together.”

“Unfortunately, the Philippines 
didn’t reply, but made provoca-

tions and infringements in the 
South China Sea, undermining 
the atmosphere of co-operation,” 
Wang said.

Tensions between Manila and 
Beijing over disputed waters in the 
South China Sea have heightened 
in recent months.

Last week, the Philippines ac-
cused the China Coast Guard of 
fi ring water cannons at one of its 
vessels involved in a resupply mis-
sion in the area, injuring four navy 
personnel.

In a separate statement yester-
day, the Philippines’ Department 
of Foreign Aff airs (DFA) said it had 
received several maritime-related 
proposals from China, but that 
they could not be considered be-
cause they were against the South-
east Asian country’s national in-
terests.

Among the latest proposals from 
China was one where it “insisted 
on actions that would be deemed 
as acquiescence or recognition of 
China’s control and administra-
tion over the Ayungin Shoal.” The 
Philippines could not consider 
such a proposal “without violating 
the constitution or international 
law,” the DFA said in a statement.

Ayungin is the Philippines’ 
name for the Second Thomas 
Shoal, which China calls the Renai 
reef.

The DFA was responding to a 
Manila Times report quoting an 
unidentifi ed “ranking Chinese of-
fi cial” as saying that Beijing’s pro-
posals to normalise the situation 
in the South China Sea were “met 
with inaction” by the Philippine 
government.

Activists and members of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) hold empty water pots as they shout slogans during a protest against the state 
government over the ongoing severe water crisis, in Bengaluru, Karnataka, India, yesterday.

Protest over water crisis

Indian troops begin
pullout from Maldives
AFP
Male, Maldives

India has begun withdrawing 
military personnel operat-
ing surveillance aircraft in the 

Maldives after the new pro-China 
president ordered them to leave, 
defence authorities said yesterday.

An offi  cial of the Maldives 
National Defence Force (MNDF) 
said 25 Indian troops deployed in 
the southernmost atoll of Addu 
had left the archipelago ahead of 
March 10, the offi  cial start of the 

withdrawal agreed by both sides.
“We can confi rm that the Indi-

an troop withdrawal is underway,” 
the MNDF said in a statement. 
President Mohamed Muizzu came 
to power in September on a pledge 
to kick out Indian security per-
sonnel deployed in the Maldives 
to patrol its vast maritime border.

The two sides had agreed to 
complete a withdrawal of 89 In-
dian troops and their support 
staff  in the Maldives by May 10.

Local offi  cials said the three 
Indian aircraft – two helicopters 
and one fi xed-wing plane – will 

be operated by Indian civilian 
staff , who have already arrived.

Last week, the Maldives signed 
a “military assistance” deal with 
China as the Indians prepared to 
leave.

The Maldivian defence min-
istry said the deal was to foster 
“stronger bilateral ties” and that 
China would train its staff  under 
the pact.

“We support the Maldives in 
safeguarding its territorial sover-
eignty,” China’s foreign ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin told 
reporters in Beijing yesterday.

“We also support the Maldives 
in developing friendly exchanges 
and co-operation with all parties 
on the basis of its independence 
and autonomy.” India is suspi-
cious of China’s growing pres-
ence in the Indian Ocean and its 
infl uence in the Maldives as well 
as in neighbouring Sri Lanka. The 
archipelago, better known for its 
white sand beaches and where 
tourism accounts for nearly a 
third of its economy, is also stra-
tegically placed halfway along 
key east-west international ship-
ping routes.

Chemical cat sparks 
alert in Japan
Locals in a city in western Japan 
have been told not to approach 
or touch a missing cat that fell 
into a vat of dangerous chemicals 
and then scampered off  into the 
night.
An employee at a metal plating 
plant in Fukuyama arrived for 
work on Monday morning to find 
feline paw prints leading away 
from the container, the firm said.
Grainy security camera footage 
released by the company shows 
the furry fugitive fleeing from the 
factory, apparently unharmed.
The vat, 10 feet deep, contained 
hexavalent chromium, which is 
carcinogenic and can cause skin 
inflammation.
“We immediately alerted 
police, the Fukuyama city and 
neighbours near our factory,” a 
representative from the company 
said. 
“The incident woke us up to the 
need to take measures to prevent 
small animals like cats from 
sneaking in, which is something 
we had never anticipated before,” 
he said.

A person walks through floodwater towards partially submerged cars as the River Thames bursts its 
banks at high tide, in Richmond in London, Britain, yesterday.

River Thames bursts its banks
India rejects China objections
to Modi’s Arunachal visit

Reuters
Mumbai

India yesterday rejected Chi-
nese objections to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s week-

end visit to Arunachal Pradesh, 
saying the northeastern border 
state has always been “an integral 
and inalienable part of India”.

The Indian foreign minis-
try’s comments came a day af-
ter Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Wang Wenbin 
said Beijing was fi rmly opposed 
to Modi’s activities in the region 
and has lodged a diplomatic 
protest with India.

Modi visited Arunachal 
Pradesh on Saturday to inau-
gurate infrastructure projects, 
including a tunnel that will pro-
vide all-weather connectivity to 
the strategically located border 
area of Tawang.

The tunnel is expected to en-

sure faster and smoother move-
ment of troops in the frontier 
region. China claims Arunachal 
Pradesh to be a part of south-
ern Tibet. New Delhi rejects the 
claim, saying Arunachal Pradesh 
has always been a part of India.

“Indian leaders visit Aru-
nachal Pradesh from time to 
time, as they visit other states of 
India. Objecting to such visits or 
India’s developmental projects 
does not stand to reason,” said 
Randhir Jaiswal, India’s foreign 
ministry spokesperson.

“Further, it will not change 
the reality that the state of 
Arunachal Pradesh was, is, and 
will always be an integral and 
inalienable part of India.” The 
neighbours share a 3,000km 
frontier, much of it poorly de-
marcated. At least 20 Indian 
soldiers and four Chinese troops 
were killed in 2020 in clashes 
elsewhere along their border in 
the western Himalayas.

Reuters
Beijing/Hong Kong

Chinese Premier Li Qiang does 
not intend to hold a meeting 
with visiting foreign CEOs at 

the upcoming China Development 
Forum (CDF) in late March, three 
sources briefed on the matter said, 
raising concerns about Beijing’s 

commitment to attract investment 
from abroad at a time of souring 
sentiment. Organised annually by 
Beijing since 2000 at the Diaoyutai 
State Guesthouse, the high-level 
forum traditionally serves as an 
opportunity for global CEOs and 
Chinese policymakers to meet and 
discuss foreign investment. Regu-
lar attendees include Apple CEO 
Tim Cook and Ray Dalio, founder of 

Bridgewater Associates.
The decision follows a surprise 

move last week to scrap the pre-
mier’s news conference at the end 
of the annual session of parliament, 
one of the most-watched events 
on China’s economic and policy 
calendar. This was viewed by some 
observers as a sign of the country’s 
increasingly inward focus and cen-
tralised control. A key element of 

the CDF each year has been a meet-
ing between the Chinese premier 
and the visiting CEOs for them 
to exchange questions and views. 
While Li still plans to attend the 
March 24-25 forum this year, he will 
not be holding that meeting, the 
three sources said.

The sources declined to be named 
as they were not permitted to speak 
to the press. Plans for the forum are 

still being fi nalised and could be in 
fl ux, they also added.

The CDF’s organisers and the 
State Council Information Offi  ce, 
which handles media queries for 
the council, China’s cabinet, did not 
immediately respond to requests 
for comment. “From a global CEO 
perspective, this development may 
be somewhat disappointing. Dur-
ing a time of signifi cant uncertainty, 

company leaders would defi nitely 
prefer a direct channel to China’s top 
leaders to voice concerns and receive 
clear messages,” said Yue Su, princi-
pal economist for China at the Econ-
omist Intelligence Unit. Toshihiro 
Ueda, Vice-Chair of the Japanese 
Chamber of Commerce in China, 
said the move was “obviously not a 
favourable sign” but the business as-
sociation will “wait and see”.

China premier to skip meeting with global CEOs at key summit



All of a sudden, Egypt has gone from the brink of an economic 
collapse to unlocking more than $40bn of investments.

On March 6, as part of that, the country delivered its biggest-
ever interest rate hike and allowed its currency to weaken more 
than 38% in a long-awaited flotation.

Egypt agreed an expanded $8bn support programme with the 
International Monetary Fund last Wednesday.

Ahead of the move, the country secured a $35bn investment 
deal with UAE sovereign fund ADQ for the development of a 
peninsula on its Mediterranean coast and other projects, easing a 
long-running foreign currency crunch.

The next step for the country, home to 105mn people, may be a 
multi-billion dollar land investment from Saudi Arabia.

The moves are the culmination of global efforts — led by Gulf 
states and the IMF, and backed by the US — to support a country 
whose stability is seen as crucial for the Middle East and which 
has been hammered by soaring inflation and a war on its border.

Foreign investors are already hailing the turnaround and saying 
they expect Egypt to attract billions of dollars from bond traders 
in the coming months.

Egypt’s credit outlook has been raised to positive by Moody’s 
Ratings as the nation unlocked fresh funding from the IMF and 
bilateral lenders. 

Causes for Egypt’s 
economic woes date 
back decades, such 
as subpar industrial 
development due to 
poor planning and 
heavy bureaucracy, and 
export policies that 
created a persistent 
trade deficit.

An over-valued 
currency, weak property 
rights and institutions, 
and an overbearing 

state and military have deterred investment and competition, 
according to economic experts.

Remittances in 2022-23 fell 30% to $22bn as workers abroad 
backed away from transfers at the overvalued official exchange 
rate.

The conflict in the Gaza Strip, on Egypt’s northeastern border, 
has brought risks to tourism and to Suez Canal revenues; receipts 
from the waterway dropped by about 50% earlier this year.

Authorities have also pointed to external shocks, including the 
Covid-19 pandemic and war in Ukraine.

The pound has fallen by more than two-thirds against the 
dollar since March 2022 in a series of devaluations.

Official data classified about 30% of the population as poor 
before Covid-19 struck, and analysts say numbers have risen 
since then. As many as 60% of Egypt’s 106mn citizens are 
estimated to be below or close to the poverty line.

Egypt’s latest bout of economic tumult began in 2022, when 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine sent commodity prices surging and 
pushed up the cost of imported wheat and fuel. Bond investors 
fled en masse, pulling about $20bn from the country, according to 
a Bloomberg report.

Under the latest IMF agreement, authorities are committing 
to exchange rate flexibility, as well as fiscal discipline in order to 
bring down inflation and the trade deficit.

The policy plan that led to the deal also includes structural 
reforms to encourage private-sector growth, partly by removing 
exemptions and privileges for the country’s powerful state-
owned enterprises.

Egypt’s hardships are likely to worsen in the near term. 
Consumers are likely to feel the sting of the latest devaluation in 
higher consumer prices, with inflation already running near 30%.

But authorities are banking on the reforms attracting foreign 
investors back to the country and ending its worst economic 
crisis in decades.

The World Bank will provide Egypt with $3bn in support, 
Finance Minister Mohamed Maait said on Sunday. Egypt also 
expects the European Union to announce its support package 
soon.

Longer term for Egypt, the Arab world’s most populous 
nation, the priority now should be to build on the momentum 
with meaningful structural reforms that will help attract direct 
investment, create jobs and improve living standards.

On March 7, Sweden 
officially joined 
the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation, 

ending its 200-year-old policy 
of neutrality. The decision 
was largely influenced by the 
changing security environment 
following Russia’s 2022 invasion 
of Ukraine, and geographic 
considerations.

Sweden embraced neutrality 
as a result of repeated conflicts 
with Russia – particularly 
the early nineteenth-century 
Finnish War, when it lost 
Finland to Russia. Now, Russian 
aggression has forced it into 
a dramatic reversal that will 
have major implications for the 
regional balance of power.

Following the Great Northern 
War (1700-1721), Sweden 
concluded that neutrality would 
best serve its sovereignty and 
national security. It avoided 
armed conflict, abstained from 
involvement in great-power 
spheres of influence, eschewed 
military alliances, and focused 
on international peacekeeping 
and humanitarian initiatives. 
During the Cold War, its official 
policy was characterised as 
“alliansfrihet i fred, syftande 
till neutralitet i krig” (“non-
alignment in peace, so as to 
maintain neutrality in war”), 
despite being economically, 
culturally, and militarily aligned 
with the United States. 

Still, Sweden’s policy did 
evolve over time. After joining 
Nato’s Partnership for Peace 
in 1994, it started actively 
participating in Nato operations, 
EU-led rapid-response 

forces, and multinational 
defence initiatives. It also 
provided specialised training 
for peacekeeping through 
its participation in various 
interoperability and readiness 
programmes.

Sweden’s Nato accession can 
be understood as part of the 
broader trend toward (defensive) 
militarisation across Europe and 
within the European Union. Now 
that Russia’s war on Ukraine 
has elevated security concerns 
and disrupted energy supplies, 
European leaders are focused 
squarely on achieving strategic 
autonomy and mobilising 
collective responses to Russian 
aggression.

To name just one potential 
threat, the transformation of the 
Baltic Sea region into a “Nato 
lake” may lead the Kremlin to 
seize the Suwałki Gap, a sliver 
of Polish territory between the 
Russian exclave of Kaliningrad 
and Belarus. Given this fraught 
geopolitical context, the EU 
is drawing up plans for a “war 
economy” oriented around higher 
defence spending and energy and 
supply-chain security.

The EU’s transition to a war 
economy will bring a significant 
boost to the defence sector. One 
recent proposal, the European 
Defence Industrial Strategy, 
aims to create new incentives for 
European arms manufacturers to 
increase investment and output, 
and to encourage more collective 
procurement of European-
made arms. The goal, reflecting 
European anxieties about the 
upcoming US presidential 
election, is to accelerate efforts 
to strengthen supply chains 
and meet heightened demand 
for military hardware in the face 
of crises.

The shift in public opinion 
within Sweden has been 
remarkable. Around 68% of 
Swedes polled are now positive 
toward Nato membership, 
compared to 30% in 2019, 
and there is a broad political 
consensus for Nato membership 
(with only the Greens and the 
Communists openly opposing 
it).

Sweden’s geographical 
proximity to Russia cannot be 
ignored. Swedes know that they 
are well within range of Russian 
air and naval power. Russia has 
increased its maritime presence, 
exercises, and manoeuvres in the 
Baltic Sea, posing a signifi cant 
threat to Sweden’s economy 
and sea lanes. Russian undersea 
operations in the vicinity 
have raised national-security 
concerns, invoking memories of 
the 1981 “Whiskey on the Rocks” 
incident, when two Swedish 
fi sherman came across a beached 
Soviet submarine within Swedish 
territorial waters.

Moreover, Russia’s anti-
access/area-denial capabilities 
– including cruise missiles, 
surface-to-air missiles, and 
nuclear weapons based in 
Kaliningrad, along with its 
strategy of engaging in hybrid 
warfare below the threshold of 
armed conflict – continue to 
pose a serious threat across the 
Baltic region.

These threats demand a 
robust defence posture and 
heightened surveillance to deter 
aggression. Sweden has already 
increased its military presence 
on the island of Gotland in the 
Baltic Sea, following Russia’s 
deployment of landing ships 
through the Great Belt Strait. 
Now, integration into Nato’s 
collective-defence framework 

will further enhance its ability to 
counter such threats.

Although Sweden has 
already been cooperating 
intensively with Nato, full 
membership will deepen the 
relationship significantly. As 
a formal member, Sweden will 
be directly protected under 
Article 5 of the Nato Treaty. 
Greater access to cutting-
edge military technology and 
deeper intelligence insights will 
strengthen its defence capability 
against air, naval, submarine, 
and cyber threats. And it will 
play a greater role in shaping the 
alliance’s strategies, particularly 
in Northern Europe.

Nato also benefi ts from 
Sweden’s accession, of course. 
Sweden’s strategic assets 
include Gotland (a key hub 
for deploying reinforcements 
during any confl ict); a strong 
defence industry that produces 
world-class military equipment 
(notably advanced Gripen fi ghter 
jets); and a modern, highly 
experienced submarines fl eet.

Swedish accession also means 
that all Nordic countries – 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway, and Sweden – are 
now aligned under the same 
security umbrella, mutually 
reinforcing Nato’s capabilities 
and obligations on its northern 
flank and on its eastern flank 
across the Baltic Sea. Moreover, 
Sweden’s change in policy 
may convince other neutral 
EU countries like Austria and 
Ireland to join, too, potentially 
leading to a significant 
reconfiguration of security 
alliances across Europe. 

Of course, while Nato 
enlargement enhances 
collective defence, it also 
intensifies Europe’s security 
dilemma. Russia frames any 
new additions as a sign of 
strategic encroachment, 
thus increasing tensions. 
Having promised to respond 
to Sweden’s accession, the 
Kremlin may scale up military 
activities nearby or pursue 
more aggressive posturing, 
with frequent military exercises 
and deployments of advanced 
weaponry closer to Nato 
territories. 

To show that it respects 
Russia’s own security and 
commercial interests, Sweden 
should continue to emphasise 
that its membership is a 
defensive precautionary 
measure, and that access to the 
Baltic Sea remains open. With 
Nato’s presence expanding 
substantially in the Arctic – an 
area of growing importance 
for Russia (and China) – the 
situation calls for careful 
strategic balancing. Russia 
inevitably will claim that Nato 
is trying to encircle it. Precisely 
how it responds has become 
the most important strategic 
question for the region – and for 
Nato. — Project Syndicate

• Carla Norrlöf, Professor of 
Political Science at the University 
of Toronto, is a non-resident 
senior fellow at the Atlantic 
Council.
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The turnaround: 
Egypt looks to 
build on IMF deal, 
investment plans

Foreign investors 
expect Egypt to 
attract billions of 
dollars from bond 
traders in the 
coming months
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Haiti PM quits; cloud over UN-backed mission
AFP
Port-au-Prince

Haiti yesterday readied for a 
new government after its 
prime minister agreed to 

step down over spiralling gang vi-
olence, but a planned UN-backed 
stability mission fl oundered when 
lead-nation Kenya put its role on 
hold.

Gang violence has plunged the 
Caribbean country into renewed 
chaos since last week, leaving 
public services shattered, many 
people displaced and bodies 
strewn in the streets.

The capital Port-au-Prince 
was calm yesterday after Prime 
Minister Ariel Henry — who has 
been stuck abroad since the lat-
est unrest erupted — announced 
overnight he would resign, saying 
“no sacrifi ce is too great for our 
homeland.”

Gangs who rule much of the city 
had demanded Henry’s departure 
after they launched a series of at-
tacks on police stations, prisons 

and other infrastructure.
But Haiti has been in a cycle of 

violence for years, and Henry’s 
resignation is not certain to help 
ordinary people who face worsen-
ing shortages of food and medi-
cine.

“What we can hope for right 
now is a lull, but we know that the 
lay of the land will remain quite 
challenging in the future,” World 
Food Programme (WFP) country 
director Jean-Martin Bauer said 
from Haiti.

“Taking your kids to school, 
going to the supermarket, going 
to work, all these things are ex-
tremely risky.”

WFP said it can not get food into 
Port-au-Prince, and that 1.4mn 
people nationwide face emergency 
levels of food scarcity.

The gangs went on a co-ordi-
nated off ensive while Henry was 
in Nairobi to try to secure deploy-
ment of the Kenya-led, multina-
tional police mission.

In a blow for Haitian hopes, 
Kenya yesterday paused its plans.

Korir Sing’oei, principal secre-

tary for foreign aff airs, told AFP 
that “without a political adminis-
tration in Haiti, there is no anchor 
on which a police deployment can 
rest.”

The United States — which has 
vowed to not send troops — quick-
ly responded, saying the mission 
was still on track.

Henry has remained in power 

in Haiti since president Jovenel 
Moise’s 2021 assassination, but 
it is unclear who would lead the 
country next.

The Caribbean regional body 
CARICOM had secured his res-
ignation at a crisis meeting in Ja-
maica on Monday.

“The government I lead cannot 
remain insensitive to this situa-

tion,” Henry said in his address, 
adding his government agreed 
to the creation of a “presiden-
tial transition council” and that 
he would resign when it was in-
stalled.

US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken spent seven hours in the 
talks in a Kingston hotel, and US 
offi  cial travelling with Blinken 
said that Henry had agreed to quit 
on Friday.

Escalating violence “creates an 
untenable situation for the Hai-
tian people, and we all know that 
urgent action is needed on both 
the political and security tracks,” 
Blinken said.

“All of us know that only the 
Haitian people can, and only the 
Haitian people should, determine 
their own future.”

Also raised in discussions were 
how to prevent reprisals against 
Henry and his allies, with the 
United States agreeing that the 
outgoing prime minister could 
stay on US soil if needed.

Authority has badly eroded in 
Haiti, which has not held national 

elections since 2016. A nighttime 
curfew was extended through to-
morrow — although it is unlikely 
overstretched police can enforce 
it.

Jamaican Prime Minister An-
drew Holness, the host of the cri-
sis talks, warned of all-out civil 
war.

“It is clear that Haiti is now at 
a tipping point,” he said, urging 
action to “stem the sea of lawless-
ness and hopelessness before it is 
too late.”

CARICOM, in a statement with 
its partners and the United Na-
tions, said that Haiti’s new Tran-
sitional Presidential Council 
would have seven voting mem-
bers, including political parties, 
the private sector and a civil soci-
ety coalition.

“This is a way forward,” the UN 
secretary-general’s spokesman 
Stephane Dujarric said.

“It is important that the inter-
national community, CARICOM 
and others support this path, and 
we hope that will lead to better 
days for the Haitian people.”

France talks pave way for Corsica’s autonomy
AFP
Paris

France’s government and elected of-
fi cials from Corsica have agreed on 
wording for granting autonomy to 

the Mediterranean island, a region that 
often chafes at rule from Paris.

President Emmanuel Macron in Sep-
tember set a six-month deadline to fi nd a 
way to give the island “a form of autono-
my”.

Corsicans have long wanted more say 
on their own aff airs, as well as offi  cial sta-
tus for their language and protection from 
outsiders buying up land — two thorny 
requests that Paris has been reluctant to 
grant.

Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin and 
Corsican offi  cials in the early hours of yes-
terday said they had agreed on wording to 
be added in the constitution.

“This constitutional text foresees the 

recognition of a status of autonomy for 
Corsica within the (French) republic that 
takes into account its own interests linked 
to it being a Mediterranean island, its his-
toric, linguistic and cultural community 
having developed singular ties to its land,” 
a fi rst line read.

Darmanin said both sides had also 
agreed that “laws and regulations can be 
adapted” on the island.

“We have taken a step towards autono-
my” but “there is no separation between 
Corsica and the republic,” Darmanin said.

They had made no mention of the Cor-
sican language becoming offi  cial, he said.

Darmanin said that registered voters in 
Corsica would be consulted on the plan, as 
would the island’s parliament in Ajaccio, 
which is currently controlled by national-
ists.

Corsica’s executive council president 
Gilles Simeoni, an advocate for autonomy, 
hailed it as a “decisive step”.

“The principle of a legislative power 

submitted to oversight from the Consti-
tutional Council” in Paris had clearly been 
defi ned, he said.

But he said they still needed to hammer 
out the fi ner details of how this regional 
legislature would operate.

“We’re in the semi-fi nals. We still need 
to win the semi-fi nals and the fi nals,” he 
said, using a football metaphor.

Once the text in its fi nal form has been 
approved by the Corsican parliament, 
it will then be submitted to a vote in the 
lower-house National Assembly and the 
right-leaning upper-house Senate in 
Paris.

Only if they both give it a green light 
will it then move on to a combined vote of 
both houses, in which it will need three-
fi fths of votes to be enacted.

Bruno Retailleau, who leads right-wing 
Republican senators, on Tuesday warned 
against what he called a “dangerous step 
to take”.

“The bill on Corsica amounts to en-

shrining communitarianism in the consti-
tution. Recognising a ‘historic, linguistic 
and cultural community’ amounts to rec-
ognising the Corsican people,” he wrote 
on X.

In Corsica, local newspaper Corse Ma-
tin celebrated what is called white smoke 
signalling future “real” autonomy for the 
island of some 350,000 residents.

But not all on the island were fervent 
supporters of the plan.

“I still think that granting legislative 
power is a problem, but I won’t take on the 
role of the executioner of this process,” 
said Jean-Martin Mondoloni, a member of 
the right-wing opposition in the Corsican 
assembly.

Corsica shot to the top of the French 
political agenda in 2022 when widespread 
protests broke out on the island over the 
killing in a mainland prison of prominent 
separatist fi gure Yvan Colonna.

Colonna — jailed for life over the 1998 
murder of the region’s prefect Claude 

Erignac — was stabbed to death by an-
other inmate.

In October a series of explosions rocked 
the island that mainly targeted second 
homes and building sites but caused no 
major damage or casualties.

The National Liberation Front of Corsi-
ca (FLNC), a separatist group demanding 
independence from France rather than a 
form of autonomy, claimed responsibility.

The FLNC fi rst emerged in 1976 but has 
since been plagued by internal struggles 
and split several times into diff erent fac-
tions.

It announced in 2014 that it would lay 
down its weapons.

But this has not prevented sporadic 
violence on the island, which is a hugely 
popular tourist destination for the French.

Corsican, which is close to stand-
ard Italian and has about 150,000 native 
speakers, is considered by the UN’s cul-
tural organisation Unesco to be in danger 
of becoming extinct.

Haiti’s Prime Minister Ariel Henry speaks while addressing the nation 
at an unidentified location on a date given as March 11, 2024 in this 
screengrab obtained from a handout video.  (Reuters)

US to send $300mn in 
new arms for Ukraine
Reuters
Washington

The United States will send 
a new military aid package 
for Ukraine worth $300mn, 

President Joe Biden’s administra-
tion said yesterday, the fi rst such 
move in months as additional 
funds for Kyiv remain blocked by 
Republican leaders in Congress.

The White House has been 
scrambling to fi nd ways to send 
more military assistance given the 
situation on the battlefi eld and the 
resistance to the funding from Re-
publican hardliners.

US National Security Advisor 
Jake Sullivan said the funding was 
coming from unanticipated cost 
savings from Pentagon contracts 
and would be used for artillery 
rounds and munitions for High 
Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems 
(HIMARS).

“This ammunition will keep 
Ukraine’s guns fi ring for a period, 
but only a short period,” Sullivan 
told reporters.

“It is nowhere near enough to 
meet Ukraine’s battlefi eld needs 
and it will not prevent Ukraine 
from running out of ammunition,” 
Sullivan said.

The new weapons package was 
fi rst reported by Reuters earlier 
yesterday.

The last drawdown was in De-
cember 2023 when funds to re-
plenish stocks fell to zero.

US offi  cials have also looked at 
options for seizing some $285bn 
in Russian assets immobilised in 
2022 and using the money to pay 
for Ukraine weaponry.

The announcement came as Po-
land’s president and prime minis-
ter met President Joe Biden at the 
White House later yesterday to 
talk about ways to bolster support 
for Ukraine.

Using the funds that have been 
returned to replenish stocks opens 
a narrow window to urgently allow 
more aid to be sent from existing 
stocks as the Biden administration 
waits for supplemental funding to 
be passed by lawmakers.

Biden, a Democrat, has backed 
military aid to Ukraine since Rus-
sia’s full-scale invasion in 2022, 
while his likely Republican oppo-
nent in the November 5 US elec-

tion, former president Donald 
Trump, has a more isolationist 
stance.

Republican House of Repre-
sentatives Speaker Mike Johnson, 
an ally of Trump, has so far refused 
to call a vote on a bill that would 
provide $60bn more for Ukraine.

The measure has passed the 
Democratic-run Senate, and both 
Republicans and Democrats in 
the House say it would pass if the 
chamber’s Republican leaders al-
lowed a vote.

Leaders of US intelligence agen-
cies urgently pressed members 
of the House of Representatives 
on Tuesday to approve additional 
military assistance for Ukraine, 
saying it would not only boost 
Kyiv as it fi ghts Russia but dis-
courage Chinese aggression.

Ukraine President Volodymyr 
Zelensky said on Monday that the 

situation along the front of the 
country’s war with Russia was the 
best in three months, with Mos-
cow’s troops no longer advancing 
after their capture last month of 
the eastern city of Avdiivka.

Zelensky, in an interview with 
France’s BFM television, said 
Ukraine had improved its strate-
gic position despite shortages of 
weaponry, but suggested the situ-
ation could change again if new 
supplies were not forthcoming.

He said earlier that Russia is 
preparing a new off ensive against 
Ukraine starting in late May or 
summer. Zelensky has said 31,000 
Ukrainian soldiers have been killed 
since February 2022.

Russia’s capture of Avdi-
ivka gave the Kremlin’s forces 
breathing room in defending the 
Russian-held regional centre of 
Donetsk, 20km to the east.

EU clears path for €5bn 
military aid boost
European Union countries are close to a deal on a military aid 
fund for Ukraine that would pave the way for an injection of €5bn 
($5.46bn), diplomats said yesterday.
The EU’s member countries have been engaged in months of 
wrangling over a fund called the European Peace Facility, with 
France and Germany at the centre of much of the debate.
The fund operates as a giant cashback scheme, giving EU members 
refunds for sending munitions to other countries.
France had insisted on a strong “buy European” policy for arms 
eligible for refunds while Germany demanded bilateral aid be taken 
into account in determining the size of countries’ contributions to 
the fund, diplomats said.
Diplomats said a compromise has now been found that allowed 
some flexibility on “buy European” rules. It takes account of bilateral 
aid while not allowing countries to completely off set such aid 
against their contributions to the fund, they said.
Barring any last-minute glitches, the deal looked set to be approved 
by ambassadors from the EU’s 27 member countries at a meeting in 
Brussels on Wednesday, the diplomats said.
Berlin’s ambassador to the EU, Michael Clauss, said Germany 
supported the compromise.
“It’s a good solution for Ukraine because it allows for the delivery 
of bilateral military aid, avoiding bureaucratic delay, as part of the 
European eff ort,” he said.
Details of the compromise were first reported by Politico.
The EPF has already been used to bankroll aid for Ukraine worth 
some 6.1 billion euros, according to the EU.
The EU’s foreign policy chief, Josep Borrell, proposed last year 
creating a new cash pot specifically for aid to Kyiv — the Ukraine 
Assistance Fund — inside the EPF, with a budget of up to €5bn per 
year for the next four years.
That prompted a prolonged debate over the rules for future aid.

A US prosecutor said yesterday his investigation of President Joe 
Biden over his handling of classified documents didn’t exonerate the 
president despite declining to charge him, after setting off  a political 
firestorm by saying Biden had a “poor memory.”
Former US Special Counsel Robert Hur faced a grilling from the 
Republican-led House of Representatives Judiciary Committee, 
which has been one of the panels conducting an impeachment 
inquiry into the 81-year-old Democratic president.
Hur — who was appointed as the former top federal prosecutor in 
Maryland by Biden’s predecessor and election rival, Republican 
Donald Trump — said he “did not exonerate” the president. He noted 
that the investigation uncovered evidence that Biden knowingly 
kept secret documents after leaving the vice presidency in 2017.
Trump is facing four upcoming criminal trials, including on federal 
charges that he also retained classified documents after leaving the 
White House. However, unlike Biden, he is charged with obstruction 
for trying to stop the government from collecting them.
Hur defended his discussion of Biden’s memory, saying the 
president’s state of mind was relevant to whether he committed a 
crime.
“My assessment in the report about the relevance of the president’s 
memory was necessary and accurate and fair,” Hur said. “I did not 
sanitise my explanation. Nor did I disparage the president unfairly. I 
explained to the attorney general my decision and the reasons for it. 
That’s what I was required to do.”
Some Democrats argued that Hur’s discussion of Biden’s memory 
was unnecessary and inappropriate. Representative Adam Schiff  
suggested Hur was aware his analysis would have a “maximal 
political impact.”
Reuters/Ipsos polling shows that almost four in five Americans, 
including a large majority of Democrats, believe Biden is too old to 
work in government. A little more than half of respondents said that 
of Trump, 77.
“You must have understood the impact of your words,” Schiff  said, 
accusing Hur of making a “political choice.”
Hur said politics played no part in his report, which drew anger from 
the White House after he released it last month.
A transcript of Hur’s interview with Biden reviewed by Reuters, 
conducted last October, showed the president brought up the issue 
of his memory first.
“I’m a young man, so it’s not a problem,” Biden said jokingly to Hur 
when the prosecutor said he’d be asking questions about events 
that happened years earlier, the transcript showed.
The transcript showed Biden gave freewheeling answers to many 
of Hur’s questions, but struggled to recall certain details, including 
when he left the vice presidency.
Hur appeared before Congress the week after Biden made a fiery 
State of the Union speech that signalled an aggressive start to the 
Democratic president’s reelection campaign against Trump.

Document report ‘does not 
exonerate forgetful Biden’

Former special counsel Robert K Hur testifies before the House 
Judiciary Committee yesterday in Washington, DC. (AFP)

Russia said yesterday it had 
repelled a series of brazen cross-
border raids by pro-Ukrainian 
militias, who burst into its 
territory and claimed to seize 
control of a village.
The incursions came as Kyiv 
launched one of its largest drone 
attacks since the start of the war, 
striking an oil refinery hundreds 
of kilometres from the border.
Groups of pro-Kyiv volunteer 
fighters, made up of Russians 
who oppose the Kremlin, said 
earlier that they had broken into 
the Kursk and Belgorod regions. 
Moscow said it had fired rockets 
and artillery to foil the attempted 
incursion.
“The village of Tyotkino, Kursk 
region is completely under the 
control of Russian liberation 
forces,” the Freedom of Russia 
legion, a militia that claims to 
be made up of Russian citizens 
fighting on behalf of Ukraine, said 
in a post on Telegram.
It published a video purporting to 
show a handful of Russian troops 
fleeing across a snowy field.
Moscow denied that the fighters 
had made ground, and later 
posted a statement alleging it had 
repelled all incursions from its 
territory.
“Through the self-sacrificing 
actions of Russian servicemen, 
all attacks by Ukrainian terrorist 
formations have been repelled,” 
its defence ministry said.
“The enemy was struck by 
operational tactical and army 
aviation, missile forces, artillery 
and heavy flame-throwing 
systems,” it added.
Moscow also reported a wave 
of Ukrainian drone attacks on 
Russian border regions overnight 
and throughout yesterday. In 
one statement it said it had shot 
down four Ukrainian drones over 
the Kursk region in the space of 
an hour. Kursk Governor Roman 
Starovoyt said there had been a 
shoot-out in his region.
The neighbouring Belgorod 
region was also hit in a series 
of drone attacks yesterday — 
including a strike on Belgorod city 
hall, the regional governor said.
Off icials in Kursk city said they 
were closing schools until the 
end of the week amid the spike 
in attacks. Russia’s FSB security 
service said that since Sunday 
it had repelled a number of 
attempted cross-border attacks in 
the Belgorod and Kursk regions.

Russia ‘repels 
Ukraine 
border raids’
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Msheireb Downtown Doha 
(MDD) will transform into 
a hub for families during 

the month of Ramadan.
With a rich history of serving as 

a gathering place for families and 
community members, the MDD is 
organising a full month of immer-
sive Ramadan experiences focusing 
on creating cherished memories.

The MDD will host workshops, 
exhibitions, entertainment, and 
other community activities from 
March to April, including engaging 
installations, a Bazaar, a Garangao 
mini-fashion show, live perform-
ances, and a Ramadan competition.

All activities will be open from 
8.30pm to 1.30am daily.

The district itself will embrace 
the spirit of Ramadan, providing 
an enchanting atmosphere to help 
guests engage and capture cher-
ished memories.

As part of its celebrations for Ra-
madan, the MDD will off er a number 
of traditional, cultural and religious 
events.

It will continue the heritage tra-
dition of fi ring the Ramadan cannon 
to announce the times for iftar for 
residents and visitors in the area.

Msheireb’s mosques (Al Wadi 
Mosque, Msheireb Mosque, Al Ba-
raha Mosque) will host a number of 
prominent scholars and imams to 

lead the Isha and Taraweeh prayers 
during the month, in co-ordination 
with the Ministry of Endowments 
and Islamic Aff airs, with the aim of 
providing a distinguished spiritual 
environment for worshippers and 
visitors.

Additionally, the district will or-
ganise a series of diverse religious 
lectures at Al Wadi Mosque to cele-
brate the blessed atmosphere of this 
holy month.

The MDD has been a gathering 
place for people in Qatar for genera-
tions, long before its transformation 
into today’s smart and sustainable 
community hub.

The district wants to ensure that 
spirit is never lost and continues to 
serve the community with opportu-
nities to come together during im-
portant times like Ramadan.

Managed by Mandarin Orien-
tal Hotel, the Ramadan Iftar and 
Suhoor experiences at Barahat 
Msheireb will off er an open buff et 
concept and live stations for paying 
guests.

Entertainment will include mu-
sic as well as children’s activities 
throughout the evening. 

The public area will be welcom-
ing everyone to indulge in culinary 
delights while enjoying ambient live 
music as well as children’s enter-
tainment. 

Community Activities
 Paddle Court: Daily paddle 

tournaments at Company House 
court yard throughout Ramadan 
will be available for guests to the 
MDD. A nominal fee may apply for 
participation.
 Ramadan Arts and Crafts: Arts 

and crafts activities for children and 
families will include lantern-mak-
ing workshops, henna art sessions, 
and calligraphy classes at a nominal 
fee.
 Ramadan Workshops: The 

MDD will host workshops and sem-
inars for young adults on diff erent 
aspects of Ramadan, including Is-
lamic traditions, calligraphy, cook-
ing demonstrations, and spiritual 
refl ections.
 Ramadan Photography Exhibi-

tion: A curated photography exhibi-
tion will showcase images capturing 
the spirit and essence of Ramadan, 
featuring works by local photogra-
phers and community members, at 
Barahat Musheireb.
 Ramadan Corner: A dedicated 

Ramadan corner off ering henna art, 
dates, teas, and coff ees, will be open 
in Sikka Wadi between Park Hyatt 
and the Doha Design District.

Goody bags will be distributed 
during a tram tour, while families 
are invited to share photos of their 
best-dressed Garangao costumes.

sheireb Downtown Doha lead the Isha and Taraweeh prayers Community Activities

MDD announces community engagement activities for RamadanMDD announces community engagement activities for Ramadan

The MDD has been a gathering place for generations, long before its transformation into 
today’s smart and sustainable community hub.

The Ramadan cannon at the MDD.

A curated photography exhibition will showcase images capturing the 
spirit and essence of Ramadan at Barahat Musheireb.

Msheireb’s mosques will host prominent scholars 
and imams to lead the Isha and Taraweeh prayers

The Centre for Islamic Economics 
and Finance (CIEF) at Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University (HBKU)’s Col-

lege of Islamic Studies (CIS) has organ-
ised the 8th CEOs and Islamic Finance 
Leaders Roundtable, an annual event 
aimed at facilitating communication 
between the fi nance industry and aca-
demics, review and discuss strategies, 
as well as advancing the fi eld of Islamic 
fi nance.

This year’s roundtable topic dis-
cussed the future of Qatar’s Islamic 
wealth management landscape and 
how to create a tangible roadmap to-
ward positioning the state as a leader in 
this growing fi eld, with attendees col-
laborating to outline potential initia-
tives, mitigate risks, and steps they can 
take to ensure the implementation of 
strategies discussed.

Throughout the course of the round-
table, participants exchanged opinions 
on how the regulatory framework sur-
rounding the sector would look like, the 
infrastructure necessary to support the 
hub, and how to attract and develop the 
talent required to develop and grow Is-
lamic wealth management in Qatar for 
the foreseeable future.

CIS dean Dr Recep Senturk wel-
comed participants to the event, held 
under the theme Beyond Borders: Shap-
ing Qatar’s Islamic Wealth Management 
Ecosystem for Global Impact.

He highlighted the signifi cant trans-
formation that the global Islamic fi -
nance landscape is undergoing and the 
role that Islamic wealth management is 

poised to play in this evolution.
Qatar, Dr Senturk said, with its ro-

bust Islamic fi nance ecosystem, strate-
gic location, and commitment to ethi-
cal and sustainable investing, possesses 
immense potential to emerge as a global 
leader in this space.

Qatar Financial Centre (QFC) chief 
executive Yousuf Mohamed al-Jaida 
emphasised the importance of gather-
ing leadership fi gures from across the 
state’s Islamic fi nance sector for this 
annual knowledge exchange.

He stressed the signifi cance of the 
roundtable and the state’s strong po-
tential to become an Islamic fi nance 
hub, stating: “The annual meeting 
serves as a crucial platform for chief 
executives and Islamic fi nance leaders 
to advocate for the adaptation, respon-
sible management, and development of 
Islamic fi nancial instruments.”

“We recognise the promising poten-
tial of these products and will harness 
them to foster a socially responsible 
fi nancial ecosystem and sustainable fu-
ture,” al-Jaida said. 

“Qatar already has a considerable 
competitive advantage as an Islamic fi -
nance hub due to its strategic location, 

growing demand for Islamic fi nancial 
products and services, and supportive 
legal and regulatory infrastructure,” he 
continued. “By 2030, we envision Qatar 
as a global Islamic fi nance hub, and we 
are committed to realising this vision 
through the implementation of the QFC 
strategy aligned with the Third Qatar 
National Development Strategy and the 
Qatar Central Bank’s Third Financial 
Sector Strategy.”

Director of the CIEF director Dr Syed 
Nazim Ali said this annual roundtable, 
initiated in 2015, is aimed at under-
standing the challenges that the indus-
try faces in serving the community and 
exploring the role academia can play 
towards the vision at both the industry-
level as well as at the institution-level.

This dialogue, he said, aims to foster 
enhanced synergies and co-operation 
between these two vital stakeholders.

In his comments, Dr Ali emphasised 
the potential of Islamic wealth man-
agement as an emerging sector, and Qa-
tar’s pioneering role in Islamic fi nance 
and the CIS’s commitment to cultivat-
ing the next generation of experts for 
building a sustainable Islamic wealth 
management hub in the state. – QNA

HBKU holds 8th CEOs 
and Islamic Finance 
Leaders Roundtable

Katara – the Cultural Vil-
lage Foundation has 
invited photography 

enthusiasts to take part in its 
“Best Image” competition.

Organised as part of Katara’s 
Ramadan activities, the com-
petition off ers exciting prizes 
to winners of the competition, 
which is free and open to citi-
zens and residents.

The fi rst winner will receive 
QR12,000 while the second 
and third positions will receive 
QR8,000 and 6,000, respec-
tively.

Katara has published the 
competition’s conditions on 
its X account and said that only 
photos taken by professional 
cameras are accepted.

“Any photos taken with a 
mobile phone or any type of 
smart device will be rejected,” 
Katara said. “The participant is entitled to submit a maximum of six images in JPEG format, 
with a high quality of at least (3,000x3,000) pixels and a print quality of 30 dpi. Photos must 
be taken from inside Katara’s activities during Ramadan 2024 from March 11-24”

No additions or digital merging are allowed in the submitted image, only basic adjustments 
such as cropping the image, adjusting the tilt, colours, lighting, and sharpness of the image, 
in addition to the possibility of removing distractions.

Participating images must not contain any signature, logo, or frame and none of the EXIF 
image data must be changed.

Any images that are inappropriate or incompatible with the general morals, customs and 
traditions of Qatar will be disqualifi ed.

The submitted images must not infringe the copyright, trademarks or any moral rights, pri-
vacy rights or intellectual property rights of any person or entity, with the participant bearing 
any consequence or claim that may result from his or her failure to comply with this condition.

The decision of the jury on all matters relating to the competition shall be fi nal and binding 
on all participants.

The organiser of the compe-
tition has the right to use the 
partaking photos while retain-
ing the moral right of the owner 
of the image.

The property rights of the 
winning photographs in the 
competition are transferred to 
the organiser.

The deadline for receiving 
the photos participating in the 
competition is March 24.

Photos should be exclusively 
uploaded through WeTransfer 
on education@katara.net e-
mail.

A copy of the ID card and 
mobile number must be at-
tached when participating in 
the competition.

The participant must regis-
ter for the competition to ob-
tain a photography permit at 
the event.

Educational programmes and activities presented 
by the Horticulture Expo 2023 Doha contributed 
to providing school students with the knowledge 

of the diff erent kinds of agriculture, enhancing their 
awareness of the importance of protecting the envi-
ronment, its elements and components from damage 
and irrational use of natural resources, and introducing 
them to the concept of the environment and sustain-
able green growth.

The programmes are aimed at providing a positive 

impact on the students in a way that will remain with 
them throughout their life, both private and profes-
sional.

The benefi ts and cognitive outcomes of the educa-
tional programmes and activities were not only limited 
to students; visitors to the expo also learnt about what 
needs to be done regarding the environment.

Head of “A Flower Each Spring” programme, Dr 
Saif al-Hajri, told the Qatar News Agency (QNA) that 
the educational and environmental programmes were 

very benefi cial for the students who have been engaged 
since the launch of the expo in October 2 last year.

He added that the countries participating in the expo 
provided practical experiences for students through 
their activities, allowing them to communicate directly 
with experts and stakeholders and learn about exam-
ples of modern methods of agriculture and food secu-
rity solutions.

Dr al-Hajri added university students also benefi ted 
from such activities. – QNA

Expo educational programmes raise students’ awareness about environment

Katara invites photography enthusiasts 
to participate in Ramadan competition
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