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Pole vault world champions to take part in Doha leg
T

hree reigning world 
champions will go head 
to head in the women’s 
pole vault at the third leg 

of the Wanda Diamond League 
next month, with the USA’s Katie 
Moon, Australia’s Nina Kennedy 
and Great Britain’s Molly Caudery 
all on the entry list for the Sea-
shore Group Meeting in Doha on 
May 10.

Moon - ranked fi fth all-time 
with a best height of 4.95m - fa-
mously shared global gold with 
Commonwealth champion and 
Australian record holder Kennedy 
(4.91m) at the 2023 World Athlet-
ics Championships in Budapest 
after an enthralling contest failed 
to separate them. 

They were subsequently short-
listed for the 2023 International 
Fair Play Award as a result of their 
actions.

“The women’s pole vault has 
really progressed over the last few 
years and it’s exciting to be able 
to compete alongside such a tal-
ented group of athletes,” said 2023 
Wanda Diamond League champi-
on Moon who fi nished third at the 

World Athletics Indoor Champi-
onships in Glasgow.

“I had a frustrating build-up 
to the World Indoors due to an 
Achilles injury, but I was so happy 
to walk away with some hardware 
for the US. Now I’m looking for-
ward to building back up for the 
outdoors and to returning to Doha 
where I opened my season with a 
victory last year.”

Caudery, who fi nished fi fth in 
Budapest, has been exceptional 
in 2024 and is the current world 
leader with a best of 4.86m. A 
Commonwealth Games silver 
medallist in Birmingham (2022), 
she won her fi rst global title – and 
Britain’s fi rst world indoor gold in 
a fi eld event since 2012 – in Glas-
gow with a 4.80m clearance.

“Last year was literally a dream 
come true, so to kick off  this Ol-
ympic year as a world indoor 
champion makes me so grateful 
and excited for what’s to come,” 
said the 23-year-old who has im-
proved her lifetime best by 26cm 
in the past year and has her sights 
set on the British record (4.90m). 
“This will be my fi rst time com-

peting in Doha and I can’t wait to 
get my outdoor season started. I’m 
loving absolutely every single mo-
ment of this journey.”

Moon, Kennedy and Caudery 
will be joined at the Qatar Sports 
Club by Finland’s national record 
holder Wilma Murto (4.85m), 
world bronze medallist in Buda-
pest and fi fth in the Tokyo Olym-
pic Games; USA’s 2016 Olympic 
silver medallist Sandi Morris (PB 
5.00m), a three-time world silver 
medallist and double world indoor 
champion; Slovenia’s national 
record holder Tina Šutej (4.82m), 
fourth in the 2023 World Champi-
onships and fi fth in the Olympics; 
and USA’s Bridget Williams (PB 
4.83m), the 2023 Pan American 
Games champion.

The Wanda Diamond League 
is the premier one-day meeting 
series in athletics. It comprises 
15 of the most prestigious events 
in global track and fi eld. Athletes 
compete for points at the 14 series 
meetings in a bid to qualify for the 
two-day Wanda Diamond League 
Final in Brussels on 13th-14th Sep-
tember.           diamondleague.com

DIAMOND LEAGUE

Gharafa beat Muaither 2-0, 
Shamal down Markhiya
By Sports Reporter
Doha

A
l  Gharafa registered a  2-0 
victory over Muaither in 
the Expo Stars League 
match at the Hamad Bin 

Khalifa Stadium yesterday.
The win moved Al Gharafa’s 

points tally to 34, while Muaith-
er, who drew 1-1 with Al Ahli last 
week, remained on 11 points.

Serbia’s Lyanco Vojnovic (64th 
minute) and Yacine Brahimi (75th 
minute) scored for Al Gharafa in 
the thrilling encounter.

Title contenders Al Gharafa 
were expectedly much in control 
of the game right from the start of 
the match, but they were quite un-
lucky with converting their sev-
eral opportunities into goals early 
enough, with their Algerian star 
Brahimi and Ferjani Sassi guilty of 
wasting a couple of chances.

Despite sustained pressure for 
most parts of the fi rst half, The 
Cheetahs were unable to penetrate 
the defensive backline of Muaith-
er, who were resolute in staving 
off  the waves of attacks from their 
opponents. 

Just as the match was ap-
proaching the half-time break, 
the tide started to turn in favour of 
Muaither, who began to launch a 
series of attacks of their own, and 
they could have gone one up in two 
minutes of added time had Tiago 
De Leonco been more clinical.

A highly entertaining fi rst half 
ended with a clean sheet on both 
sides. Nothing much changed in 
the scheme of things in the second 
half as Al Gharafa began where 
they ended with most of the at-
tacks coming from their half of the 
fi eld while Muaither were forced 
to defend for very much of the 
time.

Brahimi missed arguably Al 
Gharafa’s best chance so far in 
the 55th minute when he blasted 
wide a sitter when perfectly set 
up with a sublime cross by Amro 
Abdelfatah Surag, much to the 
disappointment of the bench and 
stands.

What would have been an oth-

erwise frustrated night for Al 
Gharafa eventually turned into 
something to rejoice about as Vo-
jnovic gave them the lead in the 
64th minute through a powerful 
header from a corner kick perfect-
ly taken by Brahimi.

Not relenting on their oars and 
in a bid to further strengthen their 
attack, Al Gharafa brought in 
Dame Traore to replace Farid Bou-
laya in the 74th minute. 

The substitution had an in-
stant impact on the match as they 
doubled their lead a minute later 
with Brahimi fending off  two of 
Muaither’s defenders before lob-
bing the ball over the onrushing 
goalkeeper Ivanildo Rodriguesdos 
into an empty net after an across-
the-half pass by Khalifa Ababacar.

With two-goals up, the pressure 
seemed lifted from Al Gharafa’s 
shoulders as the team began to 

cool down the tempo of the game 
while drawing Muaither into their 
own half with a view of hitting 
back with a counter.

The situation remained the 
same till the end of the match, 
as Al Gharafa ran away with the 
much-needed maximum points 
and a clean sheet.

AL SHAMAL BEAT 
AL MARKHIYA 2-0

Al Shamal kept up their win-
ning touch as they beat a gritty Al 
Markhiya 2-0 at the Al Bayt Sta-
dium yesterday.

Al Markhiya, who were quite 
forceful in their attacks in the 
opening half, were pushed back in 
defence after they were reduced to 
ten-man following the expulsion 
of Tameen al-Muhaza in 45+4th 
minute of the match. 

Al Muhaza had landed his foot 

on the mouth of Al Shamal’s Faisal 
Azadi while going for the ball in-
side the box.

Al Shamal then struck through 
Faisal in the 68th minute and later 
in the 84th minute through Ricar-
do Gomes.

The second win in a row for Al 
Shamal moved them to eight place 
in the rankings with 18 points 
while Al Markhiya remained 
twelfth with 8 points.

The clash was exciting and Al 
Markhiya, who earlier held Al Du-
hail and had beaten Al Wakrah, 
showed sparks in their attack early 
but lacked bite in fi nishing.

In the 33rd minute, Yusupha 
Nije rushed inside the box to make 
a header but couldn’t get to the 
ball and also the off side fl ag was 
up. There were a few move raids 
from Al Markhiya before Al Mun-
haza received the marching orders.

In the second session, Al Shamal 
came out with all guns blazing and 
attacked from both fl anks.

Al Markhiya goalkeeper Oumar 
Barry had a lot of work to do as 
made some fi ne diving saves in the 
63rd and 65th minutes.

A few minutes later a quick Al 
Shamal coordinated eff ort had 
the goalkeeper foxed to his right. 
Substitute Fahad al-Bayati lobbed 
in a ball from the left as Younes 
Belhanda moved it to his right and 
Ricardo Gomes let it go for an in-
coming Faisal to make the strike 
into the left corner of the goal.

With advantage gained, Al 
Shamal continued with a fl urry of 
attacks. In the 73rd minute, their 
under-21 player Mahdi Salem’s 
kick touched the fi ngertips of a 
stretched goalkeeper for the ball 
to go just wide to the right of the 
goal. 

Next minute, goalkeeper Barry 
had to make another quick save. 

In the 77th minute, Belhanda 
made an attempt from the top of 
the box but he shot wide to the 
right.

Al Shamal eventually struck 
again as Gomes struck from the 
top of the box following a fi ne 
move to rattle the back of the net.

Al Rayyan will take on Umm 
Salal and Qatar SC will meet Al 
Ahli today. 

“The next match will be dif-
fi cult, given that Umm Salal are 
considered as one of the strong 
teams, so we must provide our 
best in this match in order to ob-
tain victory. We are coming from a 
series of consecutive victories and 
this is due to the outstanding per-
formance and level of the players 
during the past matches,” Rayyan 
coach Leonardo Jardim said.

EXPO STARS LEAGUE

LYANCO VOJNOVIC AND YACINE BRAHIMI SCORED FOR TITLE CONTENDERS AL GHARAFA

Australia’s Nina Kennedy and Katie Moon of the US celebrate after sharing the gold in the women’s pole vault 
at the World Athletics Championships on August 24, 2023, in Budapest. (Reuters)

Al Gharafa captain Yacine Brahimi vying for the ball with Muaither players in their Expo Stars League match at 
the Hamad Bin Khalifa Stadium yesterday.

Al Shamal’s Ricardo Gomes celebrates after scoring a goal against Al 
Markhiya at Al Bayt Stadium yesterday.
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‘Exposed’ England will improve aft er 
drubbing in India series, says McCullum
Reuters
London

E
ngland head coach Brendon 
McCullum said they will have 
to do some deep thinking about 
their approach after being “ex-

posed” in the fi nal four matches in India 
but is convinced their fi rst series defeat 
under his watch will make them a bet-
ter side.

The fi ve-Test series was billed as the 
biggest test of England’s swashbuckling 
approach to Test cricket, which is built 
around an aggressive, fearless brand of 
batting.

Their bid to hand Rohit Sharma’s side 
their fi rst Test series defeat on home 
soil since 2012 got off  to the perfect 
start with a thrilling win in Hyderabad, 
where Ollie Pope played arguably the 
best knock by a touring batter in India.

But that was as good as it got for the 
tourists as India won the next four to 
prevail 4-1 and defl ate the ‘Bazball’ 
hype.

“Sometimes you can get away with 
things, but when you’re exposed in the 

way we have been in the back end of this 
series in particular, it does require some 
pretty deep thinking and some adjust-
ment to make sure we’re staying true to 
what we believe in,” McCullum told BBC 
Sport.

“If anything we got more timid as the 
series went on and that was because of 
the pressure that was applied to us by 
the Indian line-up.”

England’s batting was a major disap-
pointment and they sorely missed Harry 
Brook, who withdrew from the series 
due to personal reasons.

McCullum said England would be a 
better side when they host West Indies 
for a three-Test series in July, followed 
by another home series against Sri Lan-
ka.

“A lot of good will come out of this 
tour. I’m 100% positive about that,” he 
added. “We will be a better cricket team 
for the experience, although it hurts a 
lot at the moment.”

Tom Hartley and Shoaib Bashir were 
England’s top wicket-takers and both 
impressed in their debut series, which 
could put Jack Leach under pressure as 
the team’s preferred spinner. “Jack will 

understand that himself,” McCullum 
said of the left-arm spinner, who missed 
the last four Tests against India with a 
knee injury.

“It’s a good place to be when you’ve 
got depth and diff erent types of options. 
We’ve got to embrace that and there 
will be some challenging selections 
throughout the summer.”

But now there are concerns about 
what will happen to the pair when they 
return to England, where early season 
conditions often favour seamers over 
spinners.

That means counties can go into 
games with just the one slow bowler.

Bashir will be up against Leach, if fi t 
following knee surgery, at Somerset 
while Hartley will return to a Lancashire 
side who have just signed Australia off -
spinner Nathan Lyon.

“It will be frustrating if they weren’t 
given opportunities at county level,” said 
McCullum. “There’s a very real possibility 
of that being the case but, without want-
ing to dictate to counties because they 
have their own agendas, I think you’d be 
slightly mad if you didn’t give them more 
opportunities in county cricket.”

Carey shines as 
Australia fi nd a 
way to beat NZ

Reuters
Christchurch 

A
lex Carey scored a magnifi cent un-
beaten 98 to drive Australia to victo-
ry over New Zealand by three wickets 
in a tense conclusion to the second 

Test in Christchurch yesterday, sealing a 2-0 
series sweep for the visitors.

Wicketkeeper Carey combined with Mitch-
ell Marsh in a match-winning partnership of 
140 for the sixth wicket and then teamed up 
with captain Pat Cummins as Australia chased 
down their 279-run victory target before tea 
on day four.

“It was pretty tense,” said Cummins, who 
scored 32 not out and hit the winning runs 
with a four to the point boundary.

“I think the story of this series was in key 
moments, someone stood up and made them-
selves a match-winner so yeah, keep fi nding 
ways to win. It’s a pretty awesome squad.”

New Zealand, chasing a fi rst home win over 
their neighbours in 31 years, had put the tour-
ists on the back foot with four wickets in the 
last 90 minutes of play on day three.

After rain delayed the start of day four for 
an hour, skipper Tim Southee struck with the 
eighth delivery to dismiss Travis Head for 18 
and reduce the tourists to 80-5.

In retrospect, however, Rachin Ravindra 
fumbling a straightforward catch that would 
have sent back Marsh for 28 off  the previous 
delivery was perhaps the more signifi cant mo-
ment.

“I think whenever you’ve fi nished a close 

game you always look back on a number of 
things,” said Southee, who with fellow stal-
wart Kane Williamson was playing his 100th 
Test. “This morning was always going to be 
a crucial period with the ball still reason-
ably new, and we were able to beat the bat a 
few times but they were able to weather that 
storm. Obviously, the partnership between 
Mitch Marsh and Alex Carey just sort of broke 
the back of our attack.”

The defeat left the Black Caps with just one 
Test win in 24 attempts against their closest 
rivals this century, while Australia will now 
move above them into second place in the 
World Test Championships standings behind 
India.

After the early setback, Carey came out to 
join Marsh and the pair scored at a fair lick, 
subduing the crowd and gradually putting the 
pressure on the New Zealand bowlers.

Marsh picked up his ninth Test half century 
and Carey his eighth but both had scares along 
the way. Carey kept his wicket by virtue of re-
views when he was on 19 and 37, while Marsh 
was saved on 55 when the technology showed 
the tiniest bit of bat on a Glenn Phillips deliv-
ery that hit him on the toe.

Lunch came and went with the atmosphere 
fl at but the crowd burst into life when seamer 
Ben Sears (4-90) was brought on and trapped 
Marsh lbw before having Mitchell Starc caught 
by Will Young at square leg on successive balls.

Cummins came in to fend away the hat-
trick ball, however, and Carey survived anoth-
er scare when Phillips failed to reach a tough 
catch that would have given Sears a fi ve-wick-
et haul on his Test debut.

The New Zealand bowlers lacked nothing in 
eff ort but edges fl ashed wide of the cordon and 
anything on the stumps was blocked as Aus-
tralia’s kept the scoreboard ticking over.

Carey was ultimately denied his second Test 
century but cared little as he and his captain 
steered their side to their target 281-7 and a 
sixth win in seven Tests over the Australasian 
summer. New Zealand seamer Matt Henry was 
named Player of the Series for his 17 wickets 
over the two matches.

SCOREBOARD
New Zealand 1st innings  162 
Australia 1st innings  256 
New Zealand 2nd innings  372
Australia 2nd innings  (overnight 77-4)
S. Smith lbw b Henry  9
U. Khawaja c Southee b Henry   11
M. Labuschagne c&b Sears  6
C. Green b Sears  5
T. Head c Young b Southee  18
M. Marsh lbw b Sears  80
A. Carey not out  98
M. Starc c Young b Sears  0
P. Cummins not out  32
Extras (b9, lb12, nb1)  22
Total (7 wickets; 65 overs)  281
Fall of wickets: 1-15 (Smith), 2-22 (La-
buschagne), 3-30 (Khawaja), 4-34 (Green), 
5-80 (Head), 6-220 (Marsh), 7-220 (Starc)
Bowling: Southee 14-1-39-1, Henry 19-1-94-2, 
Sears 17-2-90-4 (1nb), Phillips 12-2-27-0, Kugge-
leijn 3-1-10-0
Toss: Australia 
Result: Australia win by 3 wickets.
Series: Australia win 2-0.

Australia’s Pat Cummins (right) and Alex Carey celebrate their victory on day four of the second Test against New Zealand at Hagley Oval in 
Christchurch yesterday. (AFP)

Poor fielding cost New Zealand as Australia complete 2-0 win 

Haas impressed by 
young Bearman as 
Ferrari to wait on Sainz
Reuters
London

H
aas team boss Ayao 
Komatsu hailed Ol-
iver Bearman as “a total 
package” after the Brit-

ish teenager’s hugely-impressive 
stand-in debut with Ferrari fuelled 
speculation he would be in Formu-
la One full time next season.

The obvious destination for the 
18-year-old is Ferrari-powered 
Haas, who have a co-operation 
agreement with the Italian team 
and also share the Briton’s services 
as a reserve.

Bearman jumped into the Ferrari 
for fi nal practice and qualifying 
in Jeddah last Friday after Carlos 
Sainz had surgery for appendicitis, 
qualifying 11th and then fi nishing 
seventh on Saturday.

At the same time Haas, who 
slumped to last overall in 2023 
and replaced Guenther Steiner 
with Japanese engineer Komatsu, 
scored their fi rst point of the cam-
paign with Nico Hulkenberg fi n-
ishing 10th.

Komatsu said that was like a win 
for Haas but Bearman’s achieve-
ment was also noted.

“Last year when we ran him 
in FP1 (fi rst practice) sessions in 
Mexico and Abu Dhabi straight 
away it was obvious that he’s a to-
tal package, he’s so impressive,” he 
told Sky Sports.

“So I was very happy that we got 
him for six FP (practice) runs this 
year and very happy for him,” he 
added of the youngest ever British 
F1 driver.

Hulkenberg, 36, and teammate 
Kevin Magnussen, 31, are out of 
contract at the end of the season.

Bearman said after the race he 
was looking forward to building up 
a relationship with Haas and get-
ting more laps in.

“I hope I did a good job inter-
view today,” he said.

The Briton also has a Formula 
Two campaign to think about, 
with no points on the board so far 
due to missing the Jeddah round 
– despite taking pole position for 
the feature race – while Barbadian 
Zane Maloney leads the standings 
with 47. Ferrari boss Fred Vasseur 
said F2 had to be the main focus 
for the youngster for the rest of the 
season.

A second Formula One outing 
in Melbourne in two weeks’ time 
cannot be completely ruled out, 
however, and depends on Sainz’s 
recovery.

“We’ll take a decision probably 
only in Melbourne,” said Vasseur. 
“At least we know that with Ollie 
we have also a good reserve.”

Sainz will rest and recover this 
week and can be counted on to 
make every eff ort to be in the car 
in Australia, having dragged him-
self out of hospital a day after his 
operation to attend the race at the 
Corniche circuit.

The Spaniard has already 
shown, however, that hope is not 
always enough.

“He struggled a lot on Thurs-
day in both sessions with a fever 
and stomach issues and at the end 
he was convinced that it would be 
much better the day after,” recalled 
Vasseur.

“The day after he called me in 
the morning and said he would be 
here for the quali for sure. At 1130 
he was in the hospital and it was 
quite clear we were not going in the 
right direction.”

FROM LEFT: Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton, Ferrari’s British 
reserve driver Oliver Bearman, and Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles 
Leclerc arrive for the drivers parade ahead of the Saudi Arabian Grand 
Prix at the Jeddah Corniche Circuit on Saturday. (AFP)

March 22-24: Australia, Melbourne
April 5-7: Japan, Suzuka
April 19-21: China, Shanghai
May 3-5: Miami, Miami
May 17-19: Emilia Romagna, Imola
May 24-26: Monaco, Monaco
June 7-9: Canada, Montreal
June 21-23: Spain, Barcelona
June 28-30: Austria, Spielberg
July 5-7: UK, Silverstone
July 19-21: Hungary, Budapest
July 26-28: Belgium, Spa
August 23-25: Netherlands, 
Zandvoort

August 30 – September 1: Italy, 
Monza
September 13-15: Azerbaijan, Baku
September 20-22: Singapore, 
Singapore
October 18-20: USA, Austin
October 25-27: Mexico, Mexico City
November 1-3: Brazil, Sao Paulo
November 21-23: Las Vegas, Las 
Vegas
November 29 – December 1: Qatar, 
Lusail
December 6-8: Abu Dhabi, Yas 
Marina
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Sinner, Alcaraz and 
Swiatek advance 
at Indian Wells

AFP
Indian Wells, United States

R
eigning Grand Slam 
champions Jannik Sin-
ner and Carlos Alcaraz 
turned in dominating 

performances on Sunday to roll 
into the fourth round of the ATP-
WTA Indian Wells Masters.

The two hottest young racquets 
in the sport showed no mercy in 
quick-fi re victories, with Austral-
ian Open champion Sinner over-
whelming Jan-Lennard Struff  6-3, 
6-4.

“Almost perfect” Alcaraz, the 
reigning Wimbledon champion, 
stepped up his Indian Wells title 
defence with a 6-2, 6-3 victory 
over Canadian Felix Auger-Alias-
sime.

The world number two Span-
iard allowed his Canadian oppo-
nent no room to move, reaching 

the fourth round with his eighth 
match win in a row at the event. A 
pair of women’s veterans showed 
new life in maternity comebacks.

“It was almost the perfect 
match for me,” said Alcaraz, who 
broke Auger-Aliassime’s serve 
four times. “I moved well, played 
aggressive and had less mistakes.”

Sinner was equally ruthless as 
he attacked Struff , with the Italian 
winning his 17th match in succes-
sion dating to his country’s Davis 
Cup victory in November.

Sinner fi red 27 winners past 
Struff , whose style gave the third 
seed a target on court.

“We prepared very well, I tried 
to learn his moves,” Sinner said. 
“I played well and served well un-
der pressure. Overall I can be re-
ally happy about today, I felt really 
good on the court.”

Alcaraz won the last fi ve games 
of the opening set and broke to 
start the second on his way to re-

peating his win over Auger-Alias-
sime from the 2023 quarter-fi nals.

The second seed fi nished off  
victory on his fi rst match point as 
Auger-Aliassime hit the net with 
his 23rd unforced error.

It was a welcome show of 
strength from Alcaraz, who hasn’t 
won a title since winning his sec-
ond Grand Slam with a stunning 
triumph over Novak Djokovic at 
the All England Club last year.

He exited the Australian Open 
in the quarter-fi nals then lost in 
the semi-fi nals at Buenos Aires 
last month before spraining his 
ankle and retiring from his open-
ing match in Rio de Janeiro.

“I played at a really high level of 
tennis, so much higher than the 
fi rst round,” the Spaniard said.

Alcaraz may still be feeling the 
eff ects of the ankle, which has left 
him short of 2024 match play.

“My confi dence has gone down 
a little bit, I’ve been struggling 
during the practice every day,” he 
admitted. “I’m trying to keep my 
confi dence as high as I can.”

In other matches, fi fth seed An-
drey Rublev was knocked out 6-4, 
6-4 by rising Czech Jiri Lehecka

Alex de Minaur, seeded 10th, 
dominated Dubai fi nalist Alexan-
der Bublik 7-5, 6-0.

The Australian now plays sixth 
seed Alexander Zverev, a 7-6 (9/7), 
6-3 winner over Tallon Griek-
spoor. Greek 11th-seed Stefanos 
Tsitsipas eliminated a home crowd 
favourite with his 6-3, 6-3 defeat 
of Frances Tiafoe, who reached the 

Californian quarters a year ago.

SWIATEK REVENGE
In WTA play, Iga Swiatek claimed 
quick revenge for a January loss as 
she hammered Czech Linda Nosk-
ova 6-4, 6-0 to reach the fourth 
round.

The Polish top seed was defeat-
ed by the 29th-ranked challenger 
in an Australian Open third-round 
upset. On Sunday, world number 
one Swiatek quickly recovered af-
ter going down an early break to 
the 19-year-old, levelling at 4-all 
and sweeping through the remain-
der of the third-round match.

Swiatek will next face Kazakh 
Yulia Putintseva, who beat Madi-
son Keys 6-4, 6-1.

The Pole said she learned from 
her loss to Noskova in Melbourne.

“It was much smarter to think 
about how to just play against 
Linda rather than focusing on my 
mistakes,” she said.

“I was motivated to just play 
better and not make the same 
mistakes but to improve my game 
in some aspects.”

Germany’s three-time Grand 
Slam winner Angelique Kerber 
earned a win as her comeback 
from last year’s maternity contin-
ued to gather steam.

The 36-year-old defeated Ve-
ronika Kudermetova 6-4, 7-5.

She next faces former world 
number one Caroline Wozniacki, 
another comeback candidate after 
becoming a mother who advanced 
past Katie Volynets 6-2, 4-6, 6-0.

TENNIS

‘Overall I can be really happy about today, I felt really good on the court’

Jannik Sinner of Italy serves against Jan-Lennard Struff  of Germany in 
their third round match during the Indian Wells Masters. (AFP)

Reuters
New York

N
oah Lyles may or may 
not be the next Usain 
Bolt but the American 
sprinter understands 

better than most that anyone 
who wants the job as the face of 
world athletics requires a com-
bination of charisma and talent.

Ever since Bolt retired nearly 
seven years ago athletics, with-
out much success, has been 
searching for the Jamaican’s 
successor. The sport is littered 
with interesting characters but 
record setting shot putters and 
steeplechasers do not hold glo-
bal fascination.

The mythical title of world’s 
fastest man is what grabs atten-
tion and if accomplished with 
panache and fl air even better.

Bolt brought a magnetic 
personality and other worldly 
speed to the track that produced 
a treasure trove of gold med-
als, including eight mined from 
three Olympics and records that 
still stand, while becoming an 
international celebrity.

It is that bar Lyles confronts at 
the Paris Olympics where he is 
already being positioned as ath-
letics’ front man. From a mar-
keting standpoint Lyles ticks all 
the boxes. The American speed-
ster is a natural showman who 
embraces the spotlight, speaks 
his mind, knows how to make an 
entrance and is as comfortable 
on a Paris fashion runway as the 
starting blocks.

But compared to Bolt his work 
on the track is thin. He sped 
to three gold (100m, 200m, 
4x100m) at last year’s world 
championships in Budapest 
but took a single bronze at his 
only Olympics so far, hardly the 
resume that fi res up fan interest.

On the 100 metre all-time 
rankings Lyles sits well down 
the list tied for 15th with a ca-
reer best of 9.83, seconds not 
anywhere near the class of Bolt’s 
world record of 9.58.

Six Americans have run faster, 
including current rivals Chris-
tian Coleman (2019 100m world 
champion) and Fred Kerley 
(2022 100m world champion). If 
you have not yet produced eye-

catching times then set outra-
geous goals. For Lyles that is ex-
panding his sprinting repertoire 
to include the 400m which will 
allow the 26-year-old a chance 
to grab a relay spot and a shot at 
four golds on the track in Paris 
(100m, 200m, 4x100m and 
4x400m), something not even 
the great Bolt managed.

Only two men have claimed 
four athletics golds at a single 
Olympics, Jesse Owens and Carl 
Lewis but their hauls included 
wins in the long jump not on 
the track. The sprinter coming 
closest to that feat was Ameri-
can Florence Griffi  th Joyner at 
the 1988 Seoul Olympics where 
she won the 100m, 200m and 
4x100m relay and silver in the 
4x400m.

“I’m serious,” Lyles told Reu-
ters. “I just ran the 4x400m in 
Glasgow (Indoor world champi-
onships), and I felt that was def-
initely one of my ways of saying 
that this isn’t a joke.

“A lot of people thought I was 
just doing it for headlines. But, 
no. I’m full force going in.

“I learned very early on how to 
play the game, as you might call 
it, moving the needle forward 
and being marketable helps a lot.

“If you believe that only get-
ting medals is going to make 
everybody like you or make eve-
rybody want to do business with 
you. Unfortunately, that’s not all 
it takes.”

Adidas recently updated their 
contract with Lyles signing him 
to a reported $10mn deal that 
the athletic apparel giant says is 
“the richest in the sport of track 
and fi eld since the retirement of 
Usain Bolt.”

Energy drink Celsius is the lat-
est to jump on board the Lyles 
bandwagon, the company an-
nouncing yesterday a partnership 
with the sprinter. “The athletes 
need the sport, and the sport 
needs the athletes,” summed up 
Lyles. “I can only do my job and 
what I believe is good for the 
sport. I think that’s personality. 
I can’t tell you how many com-
ments and people have come up 
to me in saying, ‘I didn’t even 
care about the 4x4 until you went 
to it.’ And I’m like, ‘Oh, wow!’ 
That proves that a personality is 
needed to help push it along.”

USA sprinter Lyles 
on four-gold mission 
to light up Paris

ATHLETICS

Iga Swiatek of Poland serves against Linda Noskova of the Czech Republic 
in their third round match during the Indian Wells Open. (AFP)

Al-Dermaki sets world mark as Qatar Sand Drag Competition season concludes
By Sports Reporter
Doha

A 
new world record set 
by Ibrahim al-Dermaki 
was the highlight of the 
fourth and fi nal round as 

the highly competitive Qatar Rac-
ing Club’s (QRC) Desert Bike Race 
Competition season concluded on 
a high note. 

Amidst strong competition and 
with the participation of cham-
pions of desert bike racing in the 
Gulf countries, the fi nal round was 
held under the auspices of QRC 
Chairman HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Hamad al-Thani. 

The round saw the participa-
tion of over 140 competitors com-
peting across 16 championship 
categories, including cars, bikes, 
quads, buggies, and Polaris vehi-
cles in their various classes.

Marking a key moment in the 
championship, al-Dermaki regis-
tered a record time of 3.356 sec-
onds to secure second place in a 
vehicle competing in the A Pro 
category at the global level, in the 
UTV Unlimited category, which 
was won by Jacob al-Alawi on the 
fi nal day. The second day, which 
included competitions in the re-
maining six categories, saw 12 rac-
ers, including al-Dernaki and al-
Alawi, breaking the four-second 
barrier compared to ten in the pre-
vious round. 

The modifi ed category was won 
by Mahana al-Nuaimi while Ham-
za Safar clinched the stock cat-
egory title. In the buggy competi-
tions, Mahana al-Nuaimi secured 
fi rst place in the modifi ed catego-
ry, while Abdullah al-Sulaiti won 
the stock category.

In one of the most intense com-
petitions, the Hilux, Hashem al-
Meseed clinched fi rst place.

Earlier, the fi rst day witnessed 
fi erce competition across 10 cat-
egories. Mohamed al-Mazmi, the 
runner-up in the previous round in 

the Open ATV category, clinched 
the title of this round, while Mishal 
Alfahad topped the modifi ed cat-
egory podium. In the Stock cat-
egory, the title went to Abdulaziz 
al-Haddad. In the competition of 
cars equipped with 6-cylinder en-
gines, Mohamed Saleh al-Obaidli 
managed to achieve the best time 
in the Turbo category. 

Meanwhile, the champion of 
the previous round, Mohamed 
al-Shershani, settled for second 
place in the Nitrous category, 
won by Ibrahim al-Nuaimi while 

Mohamed Hakami won the stock 
category. 

In the highly competitive bike 
category, Abdulrahman al-Nasr 
claimed fi rst place while the Pola-
ris category was won by Hamoud 
al-Sulaiti. In cars equipped with 
8-cylinder engines, the modifi ed 
category was won by Alshinai Ib-
rahim, while the Stock category 
title went to racer Mahmoud Diab.

At the end of each day’s compe-
titions, QRC Director Sheikh Jabor 
bin Khalid al-Thani crowned the 
podium winners.

FOCUS

Winners of the fourth and final round of the Desert Bike Race Competition pose with QRC Director Sheikh 
Jabor bin Khalid al-Thani.

Action from the final round of Desert Bike Race Competition.

Four countries to face more stringent 
testing ahead of Olympics says AIU

Athletes from Brazil, Ecuador, Peru and Portugal will face more 
stringent out-of-competition (OOC) testing to be eligible for the Paris 
Olympics as their national testing programmes are not suff icient, the 
Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) said yesterday. The decision comes af-
ter the World Athletics Council approved the recommendations from 
the AIU board to impose “tougher testing requirements on those 
federations” before the Olympics begin on July 26. “The four federa-
tions received clear warnings from the AIU about the insuff iciency of 
their national testing programmes after the World Athletics Champi-
onships 2022 in Eugene,” the AIU said in a statement. “All four failed 
to ensure that there was proportionate OOC testing for their teams 
at the following World Athletics Championships in Budapest 2023.”
“The Council has subsequently accepted the AIU’s call for all four 
federations to have testing eligibility conditions imposed on their 
athletes in order to participate in Paris 2024.”   (Reuters)
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Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola (right) passes a stray ball to 
City’s defender Nathan Ake for a throw in during the English Premier 
League match against Liverpool at Anfield in Liverpool on Sunday. (AFP)

Barca ‘face biggest game of 
the season’ against Napoli 
Reuters
Barcelona

B
arcelona’s Champions League 
last-16 second leg tie at home to 
Napoli will be their most impor-
tant game of the season, manager 

Xavi Hernandez said yesterday.
The fi rst leg was 1-1 and Barca today 

have a chance to reach the quarter-fi nals 
for the fi rst time since 2020 after failing 
to get past the group stage in the past two 
seasons.

The last time they won a Champions 
League knockout game was in a 3-1 home 
win over Napoli in 2020. 

With the club third in La Liga, eight 
points behind leaders Real Madrid, Europe 
is now the priority.

“The most important game of the sea-
son? Yes, it is, and we’re ready, we’re ex-
cited,” Xavi told a press conference.

“It’s been four years since we’ve been in 
the quarter-fi nals and that’s how we see it, 
we want to compete against an opponent 
who, although they are not going through 
the best moment, have the base of the 
(2023) Scudetto champion.”

Barca’s title defence looks likely to end 
in failure, while Napoli’s is already over, 
with the Serie A champions seventh in the 
standings and 31 points adrift of leaders 
Inter Milan.

Francesco Calzona took over in Febru-
ary, Napoli’s third manager this season, 
and they are undefeated in their fi ve games 
since then.

“Napoli have improved with the new 
coach, who is more dynamic and comfort-
able,” Xavi said.

“I expect a brave Napoli that plays from 
the back and presses high, that doesn’t 
speculate, has a lot of individual talent, it’s 
a big game and it’s a great team, current 
champions of Italy.”

Barcelona have struggled with injuries 
of late, Frenkie de Jong and Pedri among 
those unavailable, and Xavi confi rmed that 
forward Ferran Torres, who has missed the 
last seven games with a hamstring prob-
lem, is still not ready to return.

The manager hopes to have Torres back 
for their next league game at Atletico Ma-

drid on Sunday but for now is not looking 
for any excuses despite the absentees.

“Our absences are important but we 
have to compete. We were better there 
(away to Napoli) and we have to be better 
here,” he said.

“It’s a chance to be in the quarter-fi nals, 
it’s a chance to turn the tables, the ab-
sences are not an excuse, we’re not afraid 
of failing, it’s a chance to compete in front 
of our fans.” 

Arteta ‘amazed’ Arsenal ahead of 
Liverpool, Man City in title race

Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta said a thrill-
ing contest between Liverpool and Man-

chester City lends even more credit to the 
fact his side sit top of the Premier League 
with 10 games to go.

The Gunners, who are aiming to win a 
fi rst league title in 20 years, lead Liverpool 

on goal diff erence with third-placed City 
just one point behind in a thrilling title 
race.

Arsenal were the big winners of last 
weekend as they struck late to beat Brent-
ford 2-1 for an eighth consecutive league 
win, while City held Liverpool to a 1-1 draw 
at Anfi eld. 

“It’s great to be top, that’s for sure – it 
was an amazing game of football with two 
magnifi cent teams, with so many alterna-
tives,” Arteta said at his pre-match press 
conference ahead of today’s Champions 
League clash against Porto.

“I think it’s an amazing situation that we 
are even involved, looking at the level that 
those two teams have and we are still there 
and we’re still at the top.

“So, the ambition raises, we want to 
continue to be there, and we have to go 
game-by-game.” Arsenal are also looking 
to end a long drought in Europe by reach-
ing the Champions League quarter-fi nals 
for the fi rst time since 2010.

However, they will have to overturn a 

1-0 fi rst-leg defi cit at the Emirates today if 
they are to reach the last eight.

“That’s the opportunity that we have 
tomorrow, in front of our people and in our 
stadium,” added Arteta. “For 96 minutes 
bring your energy, bring your noise and 
let’s do it together.”

The stunning form of Arteta’s men do-
mestically contrasts sharply to their dis-
play in Portugal three weeks ago.

Arsenal failed to even manage a shot on 
target before going down to Galeno’s 93rd-
minute winner.

But Arteta remains confi dent his side 
can turn things around in London.

“Every opponent has their strengths 
and weaknesses and the way that they ap-
proach the game and now we know them a 
bit better,” said Arteta.

“We’ll just focus on being ourselves and 
do more of the things that we can control 
better than we did a few weeks ago.”

Gabriel Martinelli missed the win over 
Brentford with a cut foot and is not ex-
pected to recover in time to face Porto.

‘IT’S BEEN FOUR YEARS SINCE WE’VE BEEN IN THE QUARTER-FINALS AND THAT’S HOW WE SEE IT’

Barcelona’s players train on the eve of their UEFA Champions League last 16 second leg 
match against SSC Napoli at the training centre in Barcelona yesterday. (AFP)

Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta (in red) is seen mingling with his players during a team 
training session at Arsenal Training Centre in London yesterday. (Reuters)

FIXTURES 
Today: (CET/GMT) Arsenal v Porto (2000) 
Barcelona v Napoli (2000) 
Tomorrow: (CET/GMT) Borussia 
Dortmund v PSV (2000) Atlético Madrid 
v Internazionale (2000)

Barcelona’s Spanish coach Xavi gives a 
press conference at the training centre in 
Barcelona yesterday. (AFP)

History-chasing City 
relishing Premier 
League battle

AFP
Manchester

R
odri says Manchester 
City will embrace the 
challenge of having to be 
almost perfect in their 

remaining 10 matches to win a 
record-breaking fourth straight 
Premier League title.

Sunday’s thrilling 1-1 draw at 
Anfi eld left Pep Guardiola’s side in 
third place but only a point behind 
Arsenal, who top the table on goal 
diff erence from Liverpool.

City’s next league game is 
against Arsenal at the end of the 
month, with challenging fi xtures 
against Aston Villa and Tottenham 
looming. 

Sunday’s draw was only the 
second time Pep Guardiola’s team 
have dropped points in the league 
since mid-December and Spain 
midfi elder Rodri is confi dent they 
can put together another winning 
run.

“We need a break. We have the 
FA Cup game (against Newcastle) 
and then go to the international 
teams so it will be good for us to re-
fresh and give the last push at the 
end of the season,” he said.

“We know how good we are in 
the last part of the season, we just 

need to charge the batteries again 
and focus on the last 10 games.

“It seems you have to win nine 
or 10 games to win this Premier 
League. This is the challenge and 
we are going to go for it.”

Rodri said last season’s tre-
ble winners were not at their best 
against Liverpool despite taking 
the lead through John Stones and 
having the better of the fi rst half.

Liverpool hit back strongly after 
the break and following Alex Mac 
Allister’s equalising penalty, it was 
the hosts who looked more likely 
to win.

“An incredible game. We started 
really well in terms of chances and 
dominance and I think it was quite 
good. The second half was their 
half,” said the City midfi elder.

He added: “They are fi ghting for 
the Premier League like us and we 
got a point. It means a lot.

“We are there in the fi ght and 
this club is about the mentality 
of the team. Sometimes when we 
don’t play well, (it’s important) we 
don’t lose.

“Sometimes it is the opposite 
and we are the team who has to 
defend a little bit more. We didn’t 
create many chances and it is what 
it is, we have to adapt sometimes.

“We wanted three points, but in 
the fi nal analysis it is fair.”

Impressive Leverkusen defeat Wolfsburg 
2-0 to edge closer to fi rst Bundesliga title
AFP
Berlin

N
athan Tella and Florian 
Wirtz scored as Bayer 
Leverkusen beat 10-
man Wolfsburg 2-0 on 

Sunday to edge their team closer 
to a maiden Bundesliga title.

Bayern Munich’s 8-1 win over 
Mainz on Saturday, including 
Harry Kane’s fourth hat-trick 
of the season, had cut the gap to 
seven points.

Now, with nine games remain-
ing, Leverkusen, who are still 
unbeaten in all competitions this 
season, sit 10 points ahead.

“It wasn’t easy, but it was high-
ly deserved,” said Leverkusen’s 
Granit Xhaka. 

“I’m sure the fans would have 
wished for more goals, but three 
points are three points.”

Leverkusen were handed an ad-
vantage when Wolfsburg’s Moritz 
Jenz picked up a second yellow 
card after 28 minutes.

It was the third league match 
in a row where Leverkusen’s op-
ponents fi nished with 10 men, 
showing the impact of the relent-
less pressure of coach Xabi Alon-
so’s high-energy football.

“We could have maybe taken 
more risks, but we didn’t want 
that. We wanted to be patient and 
we wanted to wait,” Alonso told 
DAZN.

Leverkusen took to the fi eld 

just two days after returning from 
Azerbaijan, where they fought 
back from 2-0 down to draw 2-2 
at Qarabag in the Europa League 
last 16.

Alonso made eight changes to 
keep his side fresh while impres-
sive wing-back Jeremie Frimpong 
was forced to watch from the 
stands due to suspension.

The hosts opened the scoring 
11 minutes after Jenz’s red card 
when Tella leapt high to head in 
a delightful Alex Grimaldo chip, 
the Spaniard’s 11th assist of the 
campaign.

Wirtz, who kick-started the 
resurgence in Thursday’s match 

in Baku with a beautiful chipped 
goal, added the second on Sunday 
with four minutes remaining.

Goals from Michael Gre-
goritsch and Maximilian Egg-
estein took Freiburg to a 2-1 win 
at Bochum ahead of next week’s 
Europa League second leg at West 
Ham.

Fresh from scoring the only 
goal to give Freiburg a 1-0 advan-
tage in their last-16 tie on Thurs-
day, Gregoritsch’s strike again 
proved crucial.

Eggestein gave the visitors the 
lead with a 36th-minute goal, 
blasting in a looping Gregoritsch 
header.

Gregoritsch headed an inch-
perfect Ritsu Doan pass to double 
the visitors’ lead early in the sec-
ond half.

Ivan Ordets’ header halved 
the defi cit with just under half 
an hour remaining but it was not 
enough for the home side.

“We were hanging on at the 
end. I’m glad we got over the line,” 
Gregoritsch told DAZN.

Bochum have now lost two in a 
row at home since beating Bayern 
Munich 3-2 in mid-February.

Freiburg, who sit eighth after 
the win, can qualify for the quar-
ter-fi nals of the Europa League 
for the fi rst time by avoiding de-
feat at West Ham.

Eintracht Frankfurt beat nine-
man Hoff enheim 3-1 at home, ex-
tending the gap between the two 
clubs to seven points and tighten-
ing the hosts’ grip on sixth place, 
the fi nal guaranteed European 
spot.

Hoff enheim’s United States 
defender John Brooks went from 
star to villain, opening the scoring 
after six minutes but seeing red 16 
minutes later for a last-man tack-
le on Omar Marmoush.

Eintracht Frankfurt made their 
advantage count, scoring three 
unanswered goals through Rob-
in Koch, Eric Dina Ebimbe and 
Mario Goetze.

Hoff enheim lost former Liv-
erpool defender Ozan Kabak to a 
second yellow card with 12 min-
utes remaining.

Bayer Leverkusen’s midfielder Nathan Tella and Wolfsburg’s for-
ward Tiago Tomas vie for the ball during their Bundesliga match in 
Leverkusen, Germany, on Sunday. (AFP)

Lee Kang-in named in South Korea squad following Son bust-up
Seoul: Lee Kang-in was named in South Ko-
rea’s squad yesterday for World Cup qualifiers 
this month despite a bust-up with skipper Son 
Heung-min at the Asian Cup.
Tottenham star Son was left with a dislocated 
finger after clashing with Paris Saint-Germain 
attacker Lee before South Korea’s semi-final 
loss to Jordan last month.
Lee subsequently apologised after Yonhap 
news agency said the 23-year-old had tried to 
punch Son. Lee’s representatives have denied 
there was a punch.
Son later posted a picture on social media of 
the pair smiling and arm in arm, alongside a 

message urging South Korean fans to forgive 
Lee.
South Korea’s new interim coach Hwang Sun-
hong, who took over last month when Jurgen 
Klinsmann was sacked following the Asian 
Cup exit, said he had spoken to both players 
before picking his squad.
“Lee Kang-in wanted an opportunity to 
apologise to fans and his teammates from 
the bottom of his heart, and Son Heung-min 
said we should all embrace Kang-in and move 
forward,” Yonhap quoted Hwang as saying.
“I don’t think this is a problem only between 
the two of them,” he added.

“Everyone who was there, from players to 
coaches to members of the support staff , 
has to take responsibility. “In the next two 
matches against Thailand we should all be 
prepared to atone for our mistakes in front 
of our fans.” The conflict was reportedly 
triggered by younger players – including Lee 
– rushing through their dinner so they could 
leave early and play table tennis.
This angered some of the older players, 
including Son, who wanted to honour long-
standing tradition that the pre-game dinner 
be a team-bonding experience, triggering the 
brawl.
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