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Change Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki

al-Subaie has underscored Qatar’s keenness
and interest in the environment, raising the aware-
ness of all those who live on its lands on the positive
practices towards environment, and pursuing the
best environment protection methods and biodiver-
sity conservation.

In remarks made on the Qatar’s Environment Day,
the minister said that this year’s mantra ‘Our Earth
Our Legacy’ confirms the Ministry of Environment
and Climate Change (MoECC)’s vision towards the
close relationship between the environment and the
cultural and civilisational legacy that spans the gen-
erations to come.

HE Dr al-Subaie pointed out that the Cabinet ap-
proval of the MoECC'’s proposal for the participation
of the government entities in this celebration indi-
cates the government’s deep interest in the environ-
ment as a practical application of the Qatar National
Vision 2030, which broadly sets environmental de-
velopment as its fourth pillar to achieve balance be-
tween the environmental, economic, social and hu-
man development and ensure a sustainable future for
the nation.

He said that one of the most consequential
projects of the MOoECC is to establish the biodiversity
database in Qatar in partnership with the UN Envi-
ronment Programme’s West Asia Office, alongside
the UK-based World Conservation Monitoring Cen-
tre (international partner).

The project is primarily aimed at establishing a
sustainable database that safeguards biodiversity in-
formation, drafting environmental maps for the eco-
system to identify the critical sites of biodiversity in
Qatar.

The project includes an electronic platform of the
data related to biodiversity within the Qatar Digital
Government Strategy 2023-2025.

HE the Minister of Environment and Climate
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Minister affirms Qatar’s
keenness to protect
environment, biodiversity

“Theissue of
climate change
isnot apurely
local affair, but
one that requires
regional and
global synergistic
efforts toreduce
greenhouse gas
emissions and
address the global
environmental
challenges”

L

HE the Minister of Environment and Climate Change
Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki al-Subaie

HE Dr al-Subaie noted the participation of the
MOECC in the United Nations Climate Change Con-
ference (COP28), held in Dubai last year, during
which the ministry proposed the establishment of
the Global Dryland Alliance (GDA).

The GDA is one of the global mechanisms aimed
at addressing climate change and achieving food se-
curity.

The minister said that the issue of climate change
is not a purely local affair, but one that requires re-
gional and global synergistic efforts to reduce green-

E l The Ministry of Municipality has said that
—
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house gas emissions and address the global
environmental challenges. -

HE Dr al-Subaie highlighted that the
MOoECC is poised to participate in the up- *
coming COP29 in Azerbaijan.

He said that Qatar’s National Environ-
ment and Climate Change Strategy has
determined five priorities, chiefly reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, preserving biodiver-
sity, providing sustainable management of water
resources, adopting a circular economy to optimise
economic flexibility, and ensuring optimal utilisa-
tion of natural resources. - QNA

Qualitative leap in
public parks, green
spaces in Qatar

obtaining the title of healthy city from the World
Health Organisation (WHO) as well as seven cit-
ies joining the Unesco Global Network of Learning
Cities.

The ministry revealed several tree-planting ini-
tiatives in Qatar: during 2019-2022 it planted Imn
tree seedlings, while in the 10mn-tree initiative

qualitative leaps have been achieved in the
number of public parks and green spaces in
Qatar.
It stressed the importance of increasing the
area of green space in various regions of the coun-
try through the establishment and development

increasing to144 parks in 2023, bringing
anincrease in the number of public parks
t027%.In addition, 15 new parks were

The number of parks reached 113 in 2019,

of public parks and gardens, planting trees, and
launching national initiatives to plant 10mn trees.
In a statement on the occasion of the Qatar In-
ternational Agricultural Exhibition 2024, the min-
istry explained in a statement that the goal of these
initiatives is to improve the quality of life in cit-
ies, which contributed to all eight cities in Qatar

(2023/2030), it has planted 320,000 seedlings so
far.

Regarding the number of public parks, squares
and the Corniche, the number of parks reached 113
in 2019, increasing to 144 parks in 2023, bringing
an increase in the number of public parks to 27%.

) To Page 2
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Qatar’s meadows

among the most 2

productive green
environmental

systems:

he Department of Biological and

I Environmental Sciences at the Qa-

tar University (QU)’s College of Arts

and Sciences marked Qatar Environment

Day 2024 at the Convention Centre of

Expo 2023 Doha under the slogan Together
to Preserve Qatar’s Meadows.

expert

The celebration was attended by The
Ministry of Municipality’s Public Gardens
Department director Mohamed al-Khouri,
and senior officials, including the Expo
2023 Doha director-general, experts from
the Ministry of Environment, and faculty
members and students from the Depart-

Students from Al Nahda Primary School for Girls.

A section of the audience.

ment of Environmental Sciences.

The event was aimed at raising aware-
ness about the Environment Day towards
the ultimate goal of preserving Qatar’s en-
vironment as a sustainable legacy.

Acting Department of Environmental
Sciences head Dr Mohamed al-Ghouti said
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that Qatar’s meadows are among the most
important natural components in Qatar.

The meadows form wonderful green
spaces that contribute to air purification
and improving the quality of life.

They also provide an environment rich
in biodiversity, making them home to
many plants and animals, and are one of
the most productive green environmental
systems after the winter rains.

Dr al-Ghouti noted that the meadows,
which number 1,826, are spread through-
out Qatar, covering 2.5% of the country’s
area.

He said that these meadows have differ-
ent meanings and names, such as Rowdat
Rashed, Rawdat Saeed, Rawdat Al Arnab,
and Rawdat Al Faras.

“On Qatar Environment Day, we cele-
brate Qatar’s meadows and their biodiver-
sity, and how to make them a sustainable
environment,” Dr al-Ghouti said, noting
that Qatar has given great importance to
environmental issues and conservation,
making it one of the main axes of Qatar
National Vision 2030.

Under Qatar National Vision 2030,
projects for afforestation and rehabilita-
tion of environmental systems are among
its priorities as a pioneering step towards a
sustainable Qatari environment.

Dr al-Ghouti explained that the mead-
ow is a type of low-lying terrain with vari-
ous shapes and dimensions, where dense
plant cover grows.

This, he said, in addition to the low level
of the ground compared to its surround-
ings, allow it to receive water and wind-
borne sediments which, when combined
with rocky flowing water, results in a plant
cover of foliage and medicinal plants,

along with perennial plants.

He also noted that Qatar’s meadows face
many challenges that threaten their sus-
tainability.

The biggest of these challenges, Dr al-
Ghouti said, is urban expansion.

Urban expansion leads to a decrease in
the area of gardens, affecting their biodi-
versity and their ability to perform their
role, as well as overgrazing, which leads
to the deterioration of vegetation cover
in gardens, leading to soil erosion and in-
creased risk of desertification.

He further stressed the importance of
taking serious steps to ensure the sustain-
ability of Qatar’s meadows through strate-
gic plans to protect them, raising aware-
ness of their importance and preservation,
encouraging scientific research in the field
of meadows, in addition to involving the
community in efforts to protect the gar-
dens.

Dr Hayel Mohamed al-Wawi, wild plant
expert at the MoECC, reviewed the most
important wild plants in Qatar’s meadows.

He said that meadows in Qatar are home
to a diverse number of flowering plants of
different colours that enhance the appear-
ance of those places.

Dr al-Wawi said that there are 450 spe-
cies of plants there, according to the latest
statistics, some of which are endangered.

He pointed out that some of these plants
have medical and health benefits.

The Qatar Environment Day 2024 cel-
ebration at the Convention Centre of Expo
2023 Doha included a workshop on col-
ouring plants and components of the Qa-
tari environment, in which students from
Al Nahda Primary School for Girls partici-
pated.

Qualitative leap in number of pubhc parks and green spaces

From Page1

In addition, 15 new parks
were launched in 2024.

As for the development
of green spaces in the coun-
try, their expansion reached
about 4.4sq km in 2019, ris-
ing to 16.8sq km in 2023,
bringing the total green
spaces, in co-operation with
all the country’s authorities,
to 43sq km.

Regarding the per capita
share of green space, it was
as follows: 1.64sq m in 2019,
and 5.8sq m in 2023, bring-
ing the per capita share, in
co-operation with other
bodies, to 14.7sq m.

The rate of increase in the
use of treated water to irri-
gate green spaces was 36%
in 2019 and 75% in 2023, an
increasing rate of 39%.

In terms of the production
and distribution of various
agricultural seedlings, the
numbers were as follows:
in 2019, 1,570,320 seedlings
were produced and 782,834
seedlings were distributed,
while in 2023, the number of
seedlings produced reached
2,100,823 and 1,465,459
seedlings were distributed,
bringing the rate of increase
in production to 34% and
the rate of increase in distri-
bution to 87%. - QNA
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and competitions on the occasion of Qatar Environment Day on

Monday to enhance environmental awareness among visitors as an
anintegral part of the “Green Desert, Better Environment” initiative. Ac-
cordingly, HE Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki al-Subaie, Minister of
Environment and Climate Change, toured the Expo, which included sev-
eral pavilions representing the Qatari environment. He attended a lecture
on wildlife in the Qatari environment, emphasising Qatar’s unique envi-
ronmental life and highlighting the animals and birds living in the Qatari
environment.

Another lecture highlighted the importance of medicinal wild plants,
and an environmental competition was also organised. The documentary
film Pearl of the Sands was screened, and several workshops were held at
the Innovation Center to promote environmental awareness among visi-
tors, focusing on recycling and seed planting techniques.

There were also a number traditional tents, each showcasing a heritage
craft, alongside workshops and educational sessions allowing visitors to
explore Qatari traditions through practical activities. The events includ-
ed traditional games, promoting family relationships and social bonds,
along with outdoor sports activities for boys and girls.

It also featured projects from various entities, such as schools. Besides,
the exhibition area displayed a smart carpet project to repel reptiles during
camping, presented by a Primary School for girls. The carpet includes sen-
sors connected to a mobile application, triggering an alarm if any reptiles ap-
proach, warning of the presence of harmful wild insects such as snakes and
lizards, thus providing a safe environment for campers, especially children.

Moreover, the exhibition included a display of various wild plants
found in the Qatari environment, such as the “Arabian boxthorn,” a
shrub with many branches reaching heights between 1-3m, besides other
plants. There were also some marine animals found in the Qatari envi-
ronment, including the Hawksbill turtle. These creatures play a vital role
in marine ecosystems.

The exhibition further included a display of coral reefs in Qatar, which
contain important and diverse coral reefs, representing an essential part
of the marine ecosystem in the region, serving as a vital habitat for vari-
ous marine species such as fish, mollusks, and the coral reefs themselves.

Expo 2023 Doha organised several environmental events, activities,
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Official posts on X

Minister of Finance

HE Ali bin Ahmed al-Kuwari, Minister of
Finance, commended Qatar’s growing ef-
forts in protecting its environment and pro-
moting sustainable consumption and pro-
duction to achieve sustainable development
while preserving the environment, striking
abalance between the economy and the en-
vironment. In a statement on the occasion
of Qatar Environmental Day, posted on the
ministry’s X platform, he stressed Qatar’s
growing efforts in protecting its environ-
ment and promoting sustainable consump-
tion and production to achieve sustainable
development and preserve the environ-
ment.

Improving these habits and transition-
ing to more sustainable consumption pat-
terns achieves a balance between the econ-
omy and the environment. All these efforts
and achievements undoubtedly highlight
Qatar’s utmost care for the national vision.

Ministry of Labour

The Ministry of Labour affirmed that
its policies and initiatives align with en-
vironmental and social policies, aiming to
mitigate the effects of climate change on the
work environment, improve productivity,
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and reduce risks to the workforce.

Ministry of Education and Higher
Education

The Ministry of Education and Higher
Education affirmed that enhancing envi-
ronmental awareness among our students
and supporting their active participation
in sustainable environmental initiatives are
priorities of education in Qatar.

General Retirement and Social Insur-
ance Authority

The General Retirement and Social In-
surance Authority emphasised the impor-
tance of partnership between society and
institutions in caring for Qatar’s environ-
ment, preserving its various elements,
and providing a safe, clean, and healthy
environment for current and future gen-
erations. This was stated in a post on the
authority’s platform on (X).

Ministry of Public Health

The Ministry of Public Health empha-
sised its interest in monitoring and tracking
factors causing diseases through key entry
points including water, food, air, and waste
to ensure that society enjoys a healthy and
safe environment.

The Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology

The Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology, on the occasion
of Qatari Environmental Day, emphasised
the need to harness the latest technologies
in the service of the environment, believ-
ing that smart cities play a pivotal role in
achieving Qatar’s National Vision 2030,
which prioritises sustainability and envi-
ronmental protection.

The General Tax Authority

The General Tax Authority reaffirmed its
commitment to environmental conserva-
tion and the importance of the collaborative
efforts of all members of society and official
entities to enhance environmental sustain-
ability and protect Qatar’s environment for
current and future generations.

Qatar Red Crescent

On the occasion of Qatar Environmental
Day, Qatar Red Crescent renewed its com-
mitment to support awareness efforts aimed
at building a sustainable future, emphasis-
ing the importance of sustainable practices
in preserving the environment, adopting
the slogan “Our Earth, Our Legacy”
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Recycling International Exhibition enhances
the concept of environmental sustainability

number of artists pointed
Aout that the “International

Recycling Art Exhibition”
agrees with the country’s public
policy of adopting sustainable and
efficient practices through optimal
use and sustainability of natural
resources for future generations.
They pointed out Qatar Environ-
ment Day is a distinctive initiative
aimed at creating a healthy envi-
ronmental system and enhancing
the opportunities to achieve sus-
tainability goals.

The artists explained that the
recycling exhibition aims to dem-
onstrate the artist’s proficiency in
creating artistic pieces from dis-
carded items that ordinary people
may not notice or value, empha-
sising that artists can become de-
velopmental practitioners by using
eco-friendly materials or address-
ing environmentalissues and com-
munity needs. Participating artists
praised the Qatari public’s aware-
ness of the importance of environ-
mental art, their appreciation for
recycled artworks, and their en-
couragement of this art form due
to its importance and contribution
to the planet’s sustainability and
aesthetic appeal.

They emphasised that art is the
ability that inspires us to change
our environmental awareness and
improve our behaviours, urging us
to make real changes in our sur-
roundings to enhance environ-
mental sustainability, which in-
volves preserving what keeps our
planet healthy.

Faisal al-Abdullah, Deputy Di-
rector of Souq Wagqif Art Center,
said that the “International Re-
cycling Art Exhibition” is aimed
at embracing non-traditional arts
and aligning with the country’s
public policy of adopting sustaina-
ble and efficient practices through
optimal use and sustainability of
natural resources for future gen-
erations. He emphasised the im-
portance of the exhibition in rais-
ing awareness among the public
about the importance of recycling
and sustainability in arts, turning
items with little value into artistic
masterpieces and beautiful land-
scapes. He also revealed that the
next edition of the exhibition will
explore other materials. He point-
ed out that the exhibition’s goals
align with the vision and objectives
of ‘Qatar Environment Day) ex-
plaining the organisers’ efforts to
raise awareness about the impor-
tance of utilising scrap and waste

both to preserve the environment
and promote sustainability and to
invest these items in creating use-
ful things.

The director of Souq Wagqif Art
Center mentioned that visitors to
the exhibition admired the level
of creative works made from items
that are mostly discarded as waste,
discovering the importance of re-
building many things found in the
Qatari environment, such as wood,
paper, and iron.

Yousef Ahmed, artist, empha-
sized that the exhibition is an invi-
tation to the public to preserve the
environment, stating that ration-
alising consumption, reuse, and
recycling are ideal keys to a sus-
tainable future. By transforming
waste into treasures through the
art of recycling, he added, the ex-
hibition offers innovative ways to
recycle waste creatively and create
new and useful artworks. Speak-
ing of his experience in recycling
palm fronds taken from the Qa-
tari environment and using them
to produce paper for his artistic
paintings, he expressed hope that
Qatar’s palm frond paper would be
utilized as it enhances Qatar’s soft
power, considering it a unique fea-
ture of the country.

Iraqi artist Nasser al-Samarrai
noted that the “Recycling” exhi-
bition aims to demonstrate the
artist’s proficiency in creating ar-
tistic pieces from discarded items
that ordinary people may not no-

tice, giving them value. This is the
message that the artist bears. He
pointed out that the idea of the
exhibition breaks away from the
typical form and classical line of
common arts, representing a kind
of renewal and opening up broader
creative horizons. Additionally, it
is an opportunity to raise aware-
ness among the public about the
importance of recycling and en-
hance learning opportunities to
achieve sustainability goals.
Regarding the exhibition coin-
ciding with Qatar Environment
Day, al-Samarrai said that the ex-
hibition was well received by the
Celebrations Committee at the
Private Engineering Office, which
strengthens the long-term co-
operation to enhance both artistic
and developmental aspects, creat-
ing a solid bridge between art and
sustainable development.

Tanya Bob: Art Inspires us
to change our environmental
awareness

Canadian artist Tanya Bub ap-
preciated dedicating a Qatari day
to celebrate and preserve the en-
vironment, emphasising that this
strategy indicates Qatari society’s
awareness of the importance of
setting long-term goals and strat-
egies to ensure along and prosper-
ous future for future generations.
She added: Environmental art has
a long history, but with increas-
ing climate risks, artists have be-

come more interested in spreading
awareness about the necessity of
preserving the environment and
finding solutions to the threats it
faces.

She said that the ‘International
Recycling Art Exhibition’ wit-
nessed a significant turnout, with
attendees showing noticeable in-
terest in environmental issues and
the idea of recycling, paying at-
tention to the environment, and
embracing sustainable art. She
pointed out that art is the ability
that inspires us to change our envi-
ronmental awareness and evaluate
our behaviours, urging us to make
real changes in our surroundings to
promote environmental sustain-
ability, which is about dedicating
ourselves to what preserves our
planet.

Bulgarian artist Doncho
Donchev says that waste is a bur-
den on all parties, pointing out that
recycling art is arevolution in some
art schools and also akind of adop-
tion by some artists of the idea that
trivial and neglected things can
be turned into artistic works with
aesthetic value. He praised the idea
of the International Recycling Art
Exhibition and the initiative taken
by the celebrations committee at
the private engineering office as
a contribution to preserving the
planet’s sustainability and spread-
ing awareness to preserve it in aes-
thetic ways.

He added: “Recycling art is part
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of my work as an artist. I am origi-
nally a painter and designer, and I
have various artistic projects. I en-
tered the world of recycling art 15
years ago as a joke when my child
was young, so I made a “donkey”
from egg crates, and then I start-
ed making masks and presenting
them in various museums in Eu-
rope.”

Donchev praised Qatar’s en-
couragement of artists, express-
ing his gratitude to the organisers
of the International Recycling Art
Exhibition for providing the op-
portunity to showcase his works in
this hospitable country.

Australian artist Danielle Eas-
dale praised the Qatari public’s
awareness of the importance of
environmental art, their apprecia-
tion of recycled artistic works, and
their eagerness to acquire and en-
courage this type of art due to their
belief inits importance and contri-
bution to the planet’s sustainabil -
ity, as well as its beauty.

She pointed out that the coinci-
dence of this exhibition with ‘Qa-
tar Environment Day’ emphasises
that artists have a role in raising
awareness about the risks fac-
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ing the planet and humanity, and
contributing with their artistic
works to achieve sustainability by
recycling waste and transform-
ing it into artistic pieces charged
with aesthetic concepts that serve
both art and the environment.
Consequently, these artistic works
become a challenge to harmful
global social, economic, and envi-
ronmental practices. She called for
the need of globalising this idea in
all countries and investing in such
initiatives to create a healthy eco-
system collectively.

Qatar’s initiatives turn focus on environment preservation

atar has devised leading initiatives
to battle pollution and climate
change and has contributed to
mul UN programmes focusing on en-
vironment, HE Director-General of Qatar
News Agency (QNA) Ahmed bin Saeed
al-Rumaihi, said yesterday as the country
marked the Qatar Environment Day 2024.
He hailed this year’s theme “Our Earth
Our Legacy” as an affirmation of the
country’s efforts to preserve environ-
ment, boost greenery, reduce the climate
change effects, and to orchestrate com-
munity, officials and civil efforts to pre-
serve Qatar’s environment for current and
future generations.
The event, which is celebrated annually
on Feb 26, has significantly raised com-

munity environmental awareness over
the past years, successes that reflect the
great attention bestowed by His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani on diverse components of the
Qatari environment to thwart degrada-
tion and all forms of pollution, he added.

The government has been launch-
ing awareness-raising programmes and
initiatives to educate various segments
of society about environment preserva-
tion as a fundamental Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030 pillar, he added, highlighting
QNA’s large-scale media coverage of the
national event for effective participation
from government, private agencies and
institutions across the country.

He added that Qatar has been celebrat -

ing this occasion since 1996, under a
specific slogan that serves a specific en-
vironmental issue, with the aim of draw-
ing attention to the necessity of spreading
and enhancing environmental awareness
and encouraging the use of environmen-
tally sound technologies.

Commending Qatar’s international ef-
forts to battle climate change effects and
foster sustainability, he highlighted the
2019 ‘Plant Million Trees Initiative’ with a
budget of QR1bn, the commitment to the
UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change, the Paris Climate Agreement and
achieving the sustainable development
goals, through the Qatar National Envi-
ronment and Climate Change Strategy,
and the National Climate Change Action

Plan, all of which promote the implemen-
tation of Qatar National Vision 2030.

He spotlighted the relevant agencies’
key anti-climate change role in devis-
ing innovative projects and initiatives on
clean, renewable energy and solar en-
ergy plants. He noted that the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 was an environmentally
friendly tournament, with 40% of the
materials utilised in the sports facili-
ties having been recycled in a real global
achievement.

The Qatar Environment Day activities
aim to increase environmental awareness
among the public, enhance knowledge,
skills and values related to the safety, re-
covery and preservation of Qatar’s envi-
ronment and its beauty. (QNA)

HE Ahmed bin Saeed al-Rumaihi
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Mwani Qatar organised a campaign to clean the southern yard of Doha Port and its surrounding areas on the occasion of Qatar
environment and its protection for current and future generations, in support of the sustainability goals outlined in Qatar’s National Vision 2030.
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Pearl Island
event spotlights
sustainable

development

he Home, Civil Service and

I Government Development
Bureau, in collaboration
with the United Development
Company (UDC), organised an
event on the occasion of Qatar En-
vironment Day on the Pearl Island.

The event adopted the slogan
“Qur Earth Our Legacy” aiming to
enhance environmental conserva-
tion and community awareness
for achieving sustainable devel-
opment.

The event was attended by Ab-
dulaziz bin Nasser bin Mubarak
al-Khalifa, president of Home,
Civil Service and Government
Development Bureau, and Ibra-
him bin Jassim al-Othman Fakhro,
CEO and board member of UDC.
It included two workshops for
painting on canvas bags to pro-
mote sustainability, and planting
to enhance recycling.

Accordingly, the Home, Civil
Service and Government Devel-
opment Bureau published on its
website a statement by al-Khalifa,
saying: “On the Qatar Environ-
ment Day, we renew our commit -
ment to the third National Devel-
opment Strategy, which focuses
on environmental sustainability
in its outcomes. We continue our

efforts to raise awareness in the
community about the impor-
tance of enhancing environmental
conservation to achieve sustain-
able development, in line with
the goals of Qatar National Vision
20307

Earlier, the Cabinet approved
the participation of all govern-
ment entities and ministries in
celebrating the annual Qatari En-
vironment Day on February 26,

this year, under the slogan “Our
Earth Our Legacy,” aiming to draw
attention to the importance of
developing appropriate technolo-
gies for climate change, adopting
clean energy, optimising water
usage, improving air quality and
increasing green spaces in a region
with a desert climate and facing
geographical changes and climate
transitions similar to other re-
gions worldwide.

PHCC promotes public hygiene with beach cleaning campaign

s part of its efforts to pro-
Amote public hygiene prac-

tices and preserving en-
vironmental resources for future
generations, the Primary Health
Care Corporation (PHCC) partici-
pated in the programme of clean-
ing Qataribeaches, by cleaning the
Zekreet Beach, located 50 miles
west of Doha.

The campaign, conducted in
collaboration with the DeapQatar
Conservation Company, involved
the participation of over 130 em-
ployees with their families, dem-
onstrating high enthusiasm and
with teamwork from various de-
partments, making the campaign
a shining example towards a bet-
ter environment and a promising
future for the next generation, as
part of continuous efforts to clean
and prepare beaches to receive the
public.

Dr Maryam Abdullah al-Mu-
slemani, director at PHCC’s Oc-
cupational Health and Safety De-
partment, stressed Qatar Vision
2030’s goal of transforming Qatar
into an advanced country capable
of achieving sustainable develop-
ment, ensuring a decent standard
of living for its people generation
after generation. This vision is
based on main challenges, among
which are economic, social devel-
opment, environmental protec-
tion and development.

Dr Maryam Abdullah al-Muslemani

Accordingly, the vision adopted
environmental development as
one of the four pillars to ensure
environmental management that
achieves harmony and coherence
between economic and social
development and environmen-
tal protection. The state works to
protect the environment and its
natural balance, achieving com-
prehensive and sustainable devel-
opment for all generations. The
campaign was launched under the
slogan “Let’s Work Together for a
Clean Qatar (Better Environment,
Better Tomorrow).”

Dr al-Muslemani pointed out
that the PHCC, represented by
the Occupational Health and
Safety Department, has initiated
the introduction of various pro-
grammes aimed at environmental
protection (air quality monitoring
programmes, safe management of

Nadia Mansour

primary healthcare waste, hazard-
ous materials management and
other waste management). One
of the most important indicators
posing a significant threat to the
environment is “plastic pollution
in oceans and seas;” as estimates
indicate that around 19-23mn
tonnes of plastic leakage into
aquatic ecosystems annually.

National Environment Day,
“QOur Earth Our Legacy,” coincides
with a statement by Her Highness
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser: “We
need to pay attention to our natu-
ral environment, which God has
entrusted to us as a responsibility
so that we invest in it responsibly
and respectfully for the benefit of
humanity. There is no doubt that
our environment will reciprocate
care if we are proactive in caring
forit”

Meanwhile, Nadia Mansour,

director of Occupational Safety
at the Occupational Health and
Safety Department, stressed that
the campaign aimed to activate
the corporation’s role in achieving
Qatar’s vision in environmental
development, by enabling com-
munity institutional participa-
tion through active involvement
in beach cleaning, contributing
to environmental awareness and
sustainability, and setting an ex-
ample of serious and responsible
work, as well as encouraging indi-
vidual roles within the teamwork.

“This campaign has had a posi-
tive impact on the participating
employees and on all those work-

ing in the corporation, and we
hope that this impact will extend
to various segments of society. We
also look forward to more initia-

tives we are currently working on,
such as increasing green spaces
through tree planting initiatives,”
she concluded.
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Environment
officials underline
significance of
commemoration

Ahmed Mohamed al-Sada

ngineer Ahmed Mohamed
Eal—Sada, Assistant Un-

dersecretary for Climate
Change Affairs, has stressed that
Qatar Environment Day comes
this year as Qatar sees significant
leaps in environmental work and
in addressing climate change is-
sues through the implementation
of many environmental projects
and initiatives aimed at protect-
ing the environment in Qatar and
preserving its resources.

These efforts also aim to miti-
gate the impacts of climate change
to achieve sustainable develop-
ment in line with Qatar’s National
Vision 2030. He pointed out that
Qatar Environment Day is a na-
tional occasion linked to the con-
science of the Qatari people, as
expressed by this year’s slogan,
“Our Earth Our Legacy,” which
emphasises the impact of the local
environment on Qatar’s cultural
and civilisation heritage.

He pointed out that the Minis-
try of Environment and Climate
Change is taking steady steps
towards achieving the goals of
Qatar’s National Environmental
Strategy and the Third National
Development Strategy ¢2023-
2030} both of which are funda-
mental pillars for achieving.

Qatar National Vision 2030. He
highlighted the successes of the
climate change sector, including
the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions by 25% by 2030 accord-
ing to the regular work scenario,
and the launch of the Environ-
mental Sustainability Programme,
which is a significant milestone
in Qatar’s journey towards en-
vironmental sustainability and
contributes to supporting Qatar’s
National Environmental Strategy
and Climate Change and the goals
of Qatar’s National Vision 2030.

The Sustainable Environment
project on climate change and
sustainability is one of the leading
and strategic projects of the Min-
istry of Environment and Climate
Change. Besides, a national plan
is being launched to assess Qatar’s
exposure to climate change effects
and adapt to them, which includes
evaluating effects such as tem-
perature rise and the methods of
adapting to this accordingly.

In its efforts to collect various
datarelated to climate change, the
ministry is working on a measure-
ment, reporting and verification
project to establish guidelines,
standards and to develop a data-
base on greenhouse gas emissions
from all sectors in Qatar. Further,
projects promoting green devel-
opment, sustainable production
and consumption are underway

Abdulhadi al-Merri

to develop a long-term strategy to
conserve environmental resourc-
es, increase resource consumption
efficiency and to enhance a sus-
tainable lifestyle.

He noted that the ministry, in
co-operation with all state agen-
cies, is making significant efforts
to achieve the guiding principles
of climate policy in the National
Climate Change Action Plan 2030,
which includes seeking to balance
economic growth, social develop-
ment needs and environmental
protection requirements. Regu-
lations, systems, and standards
have been updated to establish the
foundations for climate action and
transition to a more sustainable
economy. Stakeholders are also
engaged in developing a future
vision for climate change-related
work, which includes investing in
knowledge and skills to develop
and implement sustainable solu-
tions.

Opportunity to promote
sustainable practices

Assistant Undersecretary for
Environmental Affairs Abdulhadi
al-Merri said the Qatar Environ-
ment Day, which falls on Febru-
ary 26 every year, is a significant
and distinguished opportunity to
unify efforts across all segments of
society to protect the Qatari envi-
ronment and promote sustainable
practices that contribute to the
flourishing of the environment in
all its components, including its
land, marine, and biological di-
versity.

Al-Merri pointed out that Qatar
enjoys a biological diversity that
covers a large and varied range of
birds, plants, land and marine or-
ganisms. He highlighted the sig-
nificant efforts made by the Min-
istry of Environment and Climate
Change in recent years to protect
and develop this diversity through
environmental laws and legisla-
tion, and the launch of numer-
ous environmental initiatives and
projects aimed at preserving and
sustaining the Qatari environ-
ment, in addition to extensive en-
vironmental awareness campaigns
targeting all segments of society.

He highlighted Qatar’s in-
creasing focus in recent years on
achieving environmental sustain-
ability and promoting its concepts
and practices among community
members. He emphasised that
Qatar has achieved several leaps in
environmental sustainability and
the preservation of the national
environment through numerous
accomplishments and initiatives
that place it at the forefront of
countries striving to preserve the

Dr Ibrahim Abdullatif al-Muslimani

environment in all its forms and
adhere to its international com-
mitments in this field. Al-Merri
noted that Qatar has made sig-
nificant strides in showcasing its
active role in environmental and
climate-related fields, relying on
eco-friendly alternatives and is-
suing legislation that preserves
the national environment while
encouraging the private sector
to strike a balance between “de-
velopment needs” and “environ-
mental protection” in line with
Qatar’s National Vision 2030.

He explained that the slogan for
this year’s Qatari Environmen-
tal Day, “Our Earth Our Legacy,’
reflects the community’s con-
nection in Qatar to its local envi-
ronment. Al-Merri called on all
segments of society to preserve
thelocal environment and work to
safeguard it, emphasising the im-
portance of the participation of all
individuals and groups in the ac-
tivities of Qatar Environment Day.

Ministry’s efforts aim for

sustainable development

Dr Ibrahim Abdullatif al-Mus-
limani, Assistant Undersecretary
for Natural Reserves Affairs at
the Ministry of Environment and
Climate Change, stressed the im-
portance of the participation of all
members of society in celebrat-
ing Qatar Environment Day. This
event instils responsibility in the
new generation towards their lo-
cal environment and contributes
to the development of sustainable
practices.

He pointed out that organising
events and awareness campaigns
on Qatar Environment Day em-
phasises the importance of pre-
serving our local environment,
which is the heritage of our ances-
tors, as reflected in this year’s slo-
gan “Our Earth Our Legacy”

Dr al-Muslimani highlighted
the ministry’s efforts to preserve
the local environment and its nat-
ural diversity of plants and ani-
mals, in line with the ministry’s
vision and strategy to protect the
local environment and to achieve
sustainable development.

Thelocal environment is a part
of Qatar’s historical heritage and
a key component of the Qatari
people’s culture.

He noted Qatar’s leadership
in sustainable development and
environmental preservation,
achieved through numerous ac-
complishments and initiatives
that place Qatar at the forefront
of countries striving to preserve
the environment in all its forms
and to adhere to its international
commitments in this regard.

o—>liall ) isillgd 5l 5)ljg

Ministry of Environment and Climate Change

State of Qatar » )—ha d__lgs >{

ENVIRONBMENT DAY

Qatar Youth Hostels
fosters sustainable
tourism with its
‘Green Fort’ initiative

atar Youth Hostels has

launched their winning

youth initiative, which
sec the first place in the
2023 Tourism Ideas Incubator
Programme, by Fatima Mahna
al-Sulaiti under the title “The
Green Fort”

This coincided with the mark-
ing of the Qatar Environment
Day that falls on February 26
each year. The initiative focuses
on the importance of appreci-
ating the cultural and environ-
mental heritage in Qatar, raising
awareness about mangrove trees
and the adjacent areas, sup-
porting sustainable tourism and
environmental initiatives in the
country, in addition to promot-
ing youth initiatives related to
sustainable tourism.

Qatar Youth Hostels launched
the “Green Fort” initiative by or-
ganising a tour of the mangrove
trees. Besides, a workshop on
“the Environmental Heritage”
will be held as part of the initia-
tive programme, covering topics
related to Qatar’s Vision 2030,
environmental development,
Qatari tangible and intangible
heritage, plant identification and
preservation methods.

The initiative will launch sev-

eral other diverse events in the
coming period to achieve its pri-
mary goal, which is to establish
the first sustainable Arab Youth
Hostels headquarters. Qatar

Youth Hostels hope that these
initiatives and events will con-
tribute to enhancing environ-
mental and tourism awareness
among youth in Qatar.

Qatar University strengthens efforts for environmental sustainability

food security in Qatar, Qatar

University is strengthening
environmental sustainability ef-
forts.

A number of professors and re-
searchers at the Environmental
Sciences Center, Qatar University,
stressed the importance of the
centre’s research efforts in tack-
ling environmental challenges and
promoting sustainability.

Dr Jassim al-Khayat, a re-
searcher at the Environmental
Sciences Center, highlighted a
project aimed at enhancing food
security in Qatar. This project,
conducted in collaboration with
the Ministry of Municipality, fo-
cuses on cultivating shrimp in Bi-

In an endeavour to enhance

ofloc technology systems, known
for their productivity and reduc-
tion of organic waste saturation
from aquaculture.

Professor Talat Abdelfattah
Ahmed, a researcher at the Envi-
ronmental Sciences Center, said
that “An effective protocol has
been developed for the propaga-
tion of an important medicinal
plant in Qatar using tissue cul-
ture techniques, whether us-
ing callus tissue or small buds.
This plant is called Haplophyl-
lum tuberculatum, and the work
was conducted in the Plant Bio-
technology Laboratory at the
Environmental Sciences Center.
Numerous small plants and
branches were obtained using
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small parts of the plant leaves
and stem segments, directly
planted on modified nutrient
media using plant regulators and

hormones. DNA markers were
used to test the genetic purity of
the plant herbs produced.”

Dr Sofia Ghneima, an associate

professor and researcher at the
Environmental Sciences Center,
mentioned ongoing work on de-
veloping innovative technology
to generate clean energy from
waste, which aims to convert or-
ganic waste into energy and or-
ganic fertilisers, contributing to
environmental sustainability.
Mohamed Qutb, a senior re-
search assistant at the Environ-
mental Sciences Center, noted
that the Environmental Sciences
Center at Qatar University has
established and operates an air
pollution monitoring network
consisting of one fixed station and
three mobile stations that operate
around the clock. This network
provides crucial data for research-

ers and facilitates the training of
global scientific personnel by in-
volving university students.

The latest scientific reference
technology from European and
American standards has been
considered throughout the plan-
ning, preparation, installation and
testing phases of the network. In
confirmation of Qatar University’s
pioneering role, the Environmen-
tal Sciences Center network offers
precise measurements for over 30
indicators of ambient air and at-
mospheric elements that are not
collectively available anywhere
else in Qatar or the Gulf region.

This network has been linked to
a central unit for data collection
and storage.
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Air Quality Platform launched for
public at environment ministry website

n the occasion of the Qa-
Otar Environment Day, the

Ministry of Environment
and Climate Change yesterday
launched the Air Quality Platform
for the public on the ministry’s
website; under the patronage and
in the presence of HE the Minis-
ter of Environment and Climate
Change Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz
bin Turki al-Subaie.

The minister was briefed on the
significant capabilities of the plat-
form and the advanced technology
it operates through. The platform
enables all members of the com-
munity to know the air quality
level in all regions of the country
through a display screen available

on the ministry’s website.

The screen displays air qual-
ity data in easily understandable
colour-coded indicators with
high accuracy for each area in the
country, through 40 air quality
monitoring stations according to
the highest international stand-
ards.

Concern for air quality is
among the priorities of Qatar and
is considered part of its sustain-
able environmental initiatives.
The platform reflects the state’s
interest in preserving air quality
according to the highest national
and international standards by
providing an accessible platform
for all members of the commu-
nity to know the air quality level
in all regions of the country ac-
curately and reliably.

Abdulhadi Al Marri, Assistant
Undersecretary for Environmental
Affairs, said that the launch of the

platform, coinciding with Qatar
Environment Day, reflects the na-
tional efforts made by the Minis-
try of Environment and Climate
Change to preserve citizen health
through constructive co-operation
among various state entities to es-
tablish a comprehensive national
air quality network. The data is
displayed through a single screen
on the ministry’s website, ensur-
ing easy access to information on
air quality levels for all segments
of society.

Director of the Department of
Environmental Monitoring and
Inspection at the Ministry Eng
Hassan al-Qasimi emphasised that
the ministry ensured that the Air
Quality Platform adopts a clear
colour mechanism in line with
the global system used to display
air quality data. This system uses
easily understandable colour indi-

cators to display the data through
stations dedicated to monitoring
air quality, accredited by special-
ised agencies in the field. These
stations operate continuously
throughout the country, high-
lighting the importance of not re-
lying on inaccurate methods, pro-
grammes, and devices published
for commercial purposes without
considering the accuracy and reli-
ability of the information.
Abdullah al-Khalifi, Assistant
Director of the Department of
Environmental Monitoring and
Inspection, explained that the
launch of this platform is one of
the most important outcomes of
the Data Monitoring and Analy-
sis Unit, which was inaugurated
during the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022. He pointed out that
the national air quality network
has reached 40 stations covering

eight different municipalities of
the country: Doha, Al Wakra, Al
Khor, Al Rayyan, Umm Salal, Al
Thakhira, Al-Sheehaniya, and
Al Shamal. He indicated that
the platform operates autono-
mously and continuously, pro-
viding a comprehensive overview
of air quality in the country and
displaying monitoring results
through different coloured in-
dicators, allowing the public to
easily access and understand the
quality level of each area, de-
signed according to global stand-
ards.

Qatari environment ‘a source of inspiration for arts’

number of writers and artists have
Aafﬁrmed that the Qatari environ-

ment has always been a source of
inspiration in various creative works of lit-
erature and arts.

In statements to the Qatar News Agency
on the occasion of Qatar Environment Day,
which falls on February 26 each year, some
writers and artists said the environment has
been an overflowing source for every artist
and creator. They expressed their sincere
love to the environment, considering it a
trust to be transferred from one generation
to another. The Founder of the State of Qa-
tar Sheikh Jassim bin Mohamed bin Thani,
expressed it in his saying: “The caravan
passed by me time and again, and depicted
to us what the storms had changed. Homes
we frequented every season, our pastures,
adorned by herbs and grass”

These verses inspired the slogan of the
National Day in 2021 “Ancestral Pastures
are a Trust”.

Jamal Fayez, novelist and short story
writer, said the environment is present
in the Qatari literature, whether in liter-
ary writings or artistic creations, where
its presence manifests in the elements of
place and time, within the fundamental
pillars of creative writing.

He added: The presence of the environ-
ment also manifests when the aim of writ-
ing the text is to highlight the importance
of the environment, its achievements, and
sustainability. This is evident in literary
and artistic works directed to certain oc-
casions or to the youth. We find it in po-
ems, short stories, literary arts such as
plays, and in painting. The topic is related
to the environment, praising the efforts of
educational institutions and institutions
concerned with the Qatari environment,
emphasising the importance of its pres-
ervation. For example, the efforts of the
Friends of the Environment Center, which
annually organises a programme titled: “A
Flower for Every Spring,” where students
are given field trips, accompanied by vari-
ous competitions in short stories, poetry,
painting, and more.

Ali al-Fayyad: Qatari poet, environ-

4

Jamal Fayez

ment researcher and writer affirmed
that Qatari poetry is closely linked to
the Qatari environment. Poets lived in
the desert and also in the sea during the
diving season in the past. They explored
the desert, witnessed it, and admired the
plants, flowers, stars, and planets. This
is reflected in their poetry, which we find
in many old Qatari poets. They lived this
nature and conveyed it in their poems.
Much of Qatari poetry is derived from
the local environment with all its mean-
ings and aspects.

Visual artist Mohamed al-Attiq point -
ed out that an artist is a child of his en-
vironment, drawing inspiration from its
elements and components, shaping them
visually, and employing them to enrich
his art and enhance his experience. The
artist’s authenticity lies in dealing with
these beautiful elements, deriving inspi-
ration from them, reshaping them on the
canvas, transforming them into three-
dimensional forms, drawings, geometric
designs, and sculptures.

Mohamed al-Attiq

He said the Qatari environment, along
with its traditional and modern architec-
tural forms, cultural elements, and other
civilisational aspects, gives the place iden-
tity and privacy, providing it with a special
and unique charm.

Al-Attiq said the rich Qatari environ-
ment with its elements and beauty has
inspired him greatly in his creative works,
characterised by their contemporary na-
ture and features, notably the large artistic
work “Seeds of the Ghaf Tree” in the Qatar
Post Garden. This artwork was selected
by Qatar Museums, the Public Works Au-
thority “Ashghal” and the Ministry of
Municipality as part of decorating the city
with artistic works.

The large sculpture consists of three
blocks of bronze material, occupying an
area of about 225 square metres, conveying
a cultural message with human and global
dimensions from an artist who loves his
environment and community.

Photographer Mohamed al-Hasil al-
Yafei, who has won several local and in-

ternational awards in the field of photog-
raphy, highlighted the strong relationship
between humans and the environment and
its significant impact on human psychol-
ogy.

The environment represents a source of
inspiration for artists, with its elements
enriching their creative experiences and
motivating them to produce works that
elevate public taste and spread beauty and
magnificence in society.

He emphasised that visual arts
worldwide, including photography,
sculpture, and painting, have enriched
human life by drawing inspiration from
nature and the environment and ar-
tistically and aesthetically employing
their symbols.

Al-Yafei explained that the influence
of nature on his artistic experience ex-
tends over more than 25 years, where the
Qatari environment has been a source of
inspiration and creativity for him, espe-
cially during springtime and after sea-
sonal rains. He traversed the gardens and
places where wildflowers grow, spending
beautiful moments with all his senses of
sight, touch, and smell. He documented
with his camera the beautiful-coloured
flowers of Qatar, culminating this artis-
tic experience with the creation of a book
documenting the most beautiful wild-
flowers in Qatar, which will be released
very soon and presented to the public at
Doha Book Fair.

Dr Hassan Rashid, a theatre critic, said
that the creator is a child of his envi-
ronment since childhood, observing his
homeland in everything. This is evident in
the Qatari artist Abdulrahman al-Mannai,
known as the “pillar of Qatari theatre,”
whose most works relate to the sea. In
1975, he revealed his masterpiece “Umm
Al-Zain,” which was an eye-opener for the
transition of time and place in Qatar, from
one era to another.

Dr Rashid noted that the same thing
happened with the artist Ghanem al-
Sulaiti in all his artistic works, where he
delved into real memory associated with
the environment and existing life. There

are also attempts by everyone, especially
when the great artist Nasser Abdulrida
presented more than one work, expressing
the GCC environment.

The Qatari environment has been an
inspiration for filmmakers. A documen-
tary film unit was established under Qatar
Television in 1981, managed by the late di-
rector Ismail Khaled. It contributed to the
creation of a variety of documentary and
narrative films, both long and short, draw-
ing from the Qatari environment. These
films took various forms, depicting aspects
of traditional maritime life and Qatari so-
cietal traditions.

Among the notable films that fea-
tured the Qatari environment is Al-Shira
(1967), produced by Qatar Television, di-
rected by Mohamed Nabih, and starring
Ali Hassan and Amina Mohamed. The
story revolves around the relationship
between humans and the vast sea, fol-
lowing the fate of a Qatari family whose
destiny is intertwined with the sea. It
also highlights the conflict between
three generations: the grandfather, the
son, and the grandson.

The film received the Shalimar Interna-
tional Festival Award.

Another significant film is Al-Ghous
(1980) directed by Ibrahim al-Sabbagh,
which documents the journey of pearl
diving, the preparations, and the divers’
search for pearls in the depths of the sea. It
portrays the extraction of pearls and their
weighing process.

Additionally, Al-Dana (1981) directed
by Ibrahim al-Sabbagh, starring Wadad
Abdullatif and Saad al-Bursheed, won the
Best Film award at the Carthage Television
Film Festival in 1982.

The emerging generation of Qatari tal-
ents also explored the Qatari environment
in their films. One such example is the film
Palm Tree, which won the “Made in Qatar”
competition sponsored by the Doha Film
Institute in 2015. The film sheds light on
the relationship between nature, human-
ity, and modern technology in a captivat-
ing narrative, showcasing high-quality
cinematography.
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fMinistry launches ‘Environment’ mobile app

E Dr Abdullah bin Ab-
Hdulaziz bin Turki al-Sub-

aie, the Minister of En-
vironment and Climate Change,
yesterday launched the “Environ-
ment” mobile application, as part
of the digital transformation un-
dertaken by the Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Climate Change for
all its various services provided to
the public.

During the launch process, he
listened to a detailed explanation
of the services provided by the ap-
plication to individuals and com-
panies dealing with the ministry’s
services.

The application integrates all
the ministry’s services currently
available on its website. This initi-
ative coincides with the ministry’s
celebration of the Qatar Environ-
ment Day.

Noora al-Ammari, Head of the
Applications Section at the In-
formation Systems Department
of the Ministry of Environment
and Climate Change, emphasised
that the application features a
user-friendly design and techni-
cal style, facilitating easy naviga-
tion between services. It provides
individuals and companies with
secure browsing experience, re-
quiring users to register through
the national authentication sys-
tem when executing transactions.

plication is the first online ap-
plication for the Ministry of En-
vironment and Climate Change,
encompassing all the ministry’s
services currently available on the
website. The application catego-
rises services into three sectors:
Environmental Affairs, Natural
Reserves, and Climate Change,
serving both companies and indi-
viduals.

She highlighted that the appli-
cation offers various services for
the corporate sector, including
environmental assessment and
permits, environmental moni-
toring and inspection services,
chemical services, cooling and
ozone services, hazardous waste
services, radioactive devices
services, radioactive materials
services, and radiation work field
services. It also provides essential
services for individuals, includ-
ing winter camp reservations, fal-
con registration, cabin services,
natural reserves, winter camp in-
surance recovery, volunteer envi-
ronmental registration, and a key
service available only in the ap-
plication called “Observer.” It’s an
interactive service for the public
allowing them to report environ-
mental violations by attaching vi-
olation photos and sending them
through the mobile application.

She explained that companies
and individuals can request serv-

ices, process transactions, sub-
mit proposals, complaints, and
observations, track requests, and
access other services through the
ministry’s website or the “Envi-
ronment” mobile application for
smartphones, or by contacting
the unified call centre by phone.
She affirmed that one of the
goals of the mobile application
is to elevate the ministry’s elec-

tronic services to a higher level by
providing advanced technologi-
cal solutions that support Qatar’s
digital transformation, which is
one of the fundamental pillars of
Qatar’s Vision 2030. It also aims
to support the ministry’s develop-
ment efforts to excel in providing
and facilitating services to indi-
viduals easily, anywhere, and at
any time.

\_ She pointed out that the ap-

Events at Umm Al-Amad Reserve

aim to preserve Qatar b

mate Change organised a celebration on

the occasion Qatar Environment Day
under the slogan “Our Earth Our Legacy” at
the Umm Al-Amad Reserve under the patron-
age and in the presence of HE the Minister of
Environment and Climate Change Dr Abdul-
lah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki al-Subaie.

The participants included Assistant Un-
dersecretary for Natural Reserve Affairs at the
Ministry of Environment and Climate Change
Dr Ibrahim Abdullatif al-Muslimani, along-
side other ministry officials, in addition to the
Seashore Group and Snoonu Qatar Company,
Rawdat Al Faras Center for Houbara Breeding, a
number of environmental enthusiasts and stu-
dents from Al-Nahda Primary School for Girls.

The event saw the planting of a number of
tree seedlings in the wild areas of the reserve,
alongside the release of a number of endan-
gered animals such as rabbits and houbara
birds, aimed at preserving biodiversity in the
country.

Dr al-Subaie stressed in his statements to
the press that Qatar’s interest in the environ-
ment is very significant. He highlighted the
environmental sustainability strategy, which
was launched with the third strategic plan
that includes many initiatives focusing on
five main outcomes, including biodiversity
conservation, which includes preserving the
natural environment and propagating plants
and endangered species by releasing them into
the wild.

He pointed out the ministry’s initiatives in
environmental conservation, especially the
rehabilitation of 50 important habitats in the
country and initiatives to reintroduce some
birds that used to live on the islands and pre-
serve them. He stressed the importance of
everyone’s role in preserving Qatar’s environ-
ment through sustainable practices.

He also pointed out the ministry’s initia-
tives to promote environmental awareness in
society through workshops, seminars, school
curriculums, educational materials, and me-
dia campaigns targeting all age groups and
sectors of society, expressing his happiness
at the participation of environmental enthu-
siasts and activists in releasing some endan-
gered animals and birds.

Executive Director of the Friends of the En-
vironment Centre, Eng Farhoud Hadi al-Hajri,
said: We participated in the celebration of Qa-
tar Environment Day organised by the Min-
istry of Environment and Climate Change,
which falls on February 26 every year under
the slogan “Our Earth Our Legacy “.

“We took part in several activities including
releasing birds, planting plants, and releasing
wild rabbits. The measures are aimed at in-
creasing these species in the Qatari environ-
ment and enrich it”

He added: “We celebrate Qatar Environ-
ment Day every year to raise environmental
awareness and encourage the role of society in
preserving the environment. This contributes

The Ministry of Environment and Cli-

to creating a conscious generation regarding
environmental preservation, especially with
the participation of school students. We will
strive to achieve this goal in the coming years
and create a generation that is fully commit-
ted to the environment without any harmful
practices, whether in terrestrial or marine en-
vironments.”

He praised the role of the Ministry of En-
vironment and Climate Change for enacting
legislation which helps reduce encroachments
against plants, wildlife, bird, and the marine
environment.

Ali al-Henzab, an environmental pioneer,
highlighted the planting of Mesquites, Arabic
Gum, and Umbrella Thorn Acacia Trees in the
Umm Al-Amad Reserve, alongside the release of
Houbara birds and falcons, as well as wild rab-
bits. This aims to highlight the importance of
environmental preservation among young peo-
ple and showcase sustainable practices, he said.

“This interest will enhance environmental
awareness across all segments of society and
contribute to restoring the reserves to their
previous state through breeding various ani-
mals and overcoming challenges, especially
with regards to rising temperatures and de-
creasing rainfall”

He stressed the importance of celebrat-
ing Qatar Environment Day and engaging in
activities such as planting trees, cleaning re-

School for Girls, disclosed that the Al-Nahda
Primary School for Girls participated in a spe-
cial event in collaboration with the Ministry of
Environment and Climate Change, where 35
students made noticeable efforts in planting
trees seedlings at the Umm Al-Amad Reserve.

tari environment raises students’ awareness
on environmental issues, stressing that “Our
Earth Our Legacy” reflects the urgent need to
preserve our land and emphasises the impor-
tance of sustainability.

resents a significant step towards achieving
sustainable development, contributing to re-
storing environmental balance and preserving
biodiversity.

flect a deep commitment to nature conserva-
tion and raising awareness of the importance
of sustainability”

of Environment and Climate Change for its
continuous support, highlighting the role of
teachers in implementing various environ-
mental initiatives at school.

serves and beaches, and learning about Qatari
flora and fauna, noting it is the responsibility
of everyone living in the country to play an ac-
tive role in this.

Maha al-Nuaimi, from Al-Nahda Primary

She said the allocation of a day for the Qa-

“Participation in planting seedlings rep-

“Such events are not just symbolic; they re-

She expressed gratitude to the Ministry

iodiversity
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