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Lopez, players delighted 
with dream Asian Cup run
Agencies
Doha

H
ead coach Marquez 
Lopez lauded his Qatar 
players for their com-
posure and focus in their 

3-1 victory over Jordan in the AFC 
Asian Cup Qatar 2023 fi nal on Sat-
urday.

The hosts produced a dominant 
display from start to fi nish with 
Akram Afi f netting a hat-trick of 
penalties to seal the victory at a 
packed Lusail Stadium, a victory 
which meant back-to-back AFC 
Asian Cup titles for Qatar.

“I’m extremely happy and I 
congratulate the Qatari people and 
the players. We are so happy that 
we won the match. The tension 
was high.

“Maybe it was not beautiful 
football but everyone remembers 
the winner and I’m proud of my 
players and their achievements,” 
said Lopez.

Afi f’s hat-trick took his tally 
to eight, with his performances 
landing him the Most Valuable 
Player and AFC Asian Cup Qatar 
2023 Yili Top Scorer Awards, and 
Lopez was eff usive in his praise of 
the striker.

“I’m happy Akram (Afi f) won 
both the awards and he deserves 
to win them.”

Qatar became only the fi fth na-
tion to win back-to-back AFC 
Asian Cup titles with Lopez hav-
ing masterminded the triumph 
despite having only taken charge 
in December. 

“I have been working in Qatar 
and I know the players well. It was 

easy to work with them and they 
eff ectively implemented our ideas 
on the fi eld.

“For now, I’m going to go back 
to work with Al Wakrah (in the 
Qatar Stars League). I’m not sure 
what will happen but we will enjoy 
the moment for now.” 

Abdulaziz Hatem, the Annabi 
midfi elder, yesterday said his team 
deserved to win the Asian Cup fi -
nal. 

The 33-year-old said after the 

match: “A new chapter has been 
added in Qatar football history. It 
was  certainly not an easy success.”

Hatem added: “This achieve-
ment was recorded thanks to the 
great work and collective eff orts 
by everyone. What distinguished 
the team in this tournament was 
that we were far from being touted 
as the favourite. We were  able to 
provide a distinguished level in all 
matches to reach the fi nal and win 
the title.

“I thank all my fellow players for 
what they provided in the matches 
and the technical staff , which was 
able to play a major role in us win-
ning the title for the second time 
in a row.”

Defender Tareq Salman praised 
Al Annabi’s performance and vic-
tory over its Jordanian counterpart 
in the fi nal. 

Salman said: “I thank God for 
this amazing win. My teammates 
delivering a crowning perform-

ance is indeed a new chapter in 
our football history. We extend 
our congratulations to everyone. 
It was a diffi  cult tournament that 
we entered while we were far from 
being favourites. 

“Perhaps this thing helped us a 
lot in avoiding pressures and we 
played normally in the fi rst round 
as well as in the fi nal against Jor-
dan.”

He said: “I congratulate every-
one on this achievement, which 

was the result of teamwork from 
the management, technical staff  
and players, as well as the fans 
who played a major role by sup-
porting the team throughout the 
tournament.

“We lived a special night to win 
the Asian Cup title in our home-
land and among our fans. 

“We previously won the title, 
but among our fans, the tourna-
ment has a special taste, the sweet 
taste of a title win,” he concluded. 

Qatar players and backroom staff  headed by coach Marquez Lopez celebrate winning the AFC Asian Cup 2023 atop an open bus at Lusail on 
Saturday night. Qatar beat Japan 3-1 in the final after Akram Afif scored a hat-trick of goals.

The coach, who was roped in five weeks before the tournament, says he is going back to Al Wakrah

Qatar coach Marquez Loepz lifts the trophy after winning the AFC Asian Cup final against Jordan at Lusail 
Stadium on Saturday. (Reuters)

Qatar’s Tarek Salman celebrates after Akram Afif scores their second 
goal. (Reuters)

Afi f coy on Europe aft er guiding Qatar to Asian title
DOHA: Qatar’s Akram Afif underlined his cre-
dentials as one of Asia’s finest forwards with 
a hat-trick in the Asian Cup final to guide his 
team to back-to-back titles, but the forward 
was coy on playing for another European club 
in future.
Afif netted three penalties in the 3-1 vic-
tory over Jordan, and he bagged a treble of 
individual awards: player of the match, most 
valuable player of the tournament, and top 
scorer with eight goals.
Opposition coaches who have faced him 
have praised his skills, with Tajikistan’s Petar 
Segrt saying it was only a question of time 
and whether the 27-year-old Al Sadd forward 
wanted to return to Europe.
Since leading Qatar to the 2019 title with a 
tournament record 10 assists, Afif has be-
come one of Asia’s most-feared players.
At the start of this tournament, he said he 
had dreams of returning to Europe having 

previously played for Eupen in the Belgian 
Pro League. He later became the first Qatari 
player to be signed by a LaLiga club when he 
moved to Villarreal in 2016, but he was loaned 
out to Sporting Gijon before returning to 
Eupen and finally to Al Sadd in 2018.
He has since developed and is arguably 
playing at his peak based on his Asian Cup 
exploits.
“I talked about becoming a professional 
player (in Europe). But it’s not me who de-
cides. My wife also has to make the decision 
for me. It’s not easy to leave the club and 
country,” Afif told reporters after the final. But 
he added: “I’d love to become a professional 
player (in Europe) ... I’d say I would love to go.”

BACK-TO-BACK
For now, he will enjoy helping Qatar become 
only the fifth country to successfully defend 
their Asian Cup crown.

“We’re happy and we will enjoy until the next 
Asian Cup. Then we’ll see what happens,” he 
added.
Coach Marquez Lopez was appointed only 
in December when Portuguese coach Carlos 
Queiroz abruptly parted company with the 
national team.
But Lopez, who came in from Qatari side Al 
Wakrah, managed to implement his philoso-
phy despite taking charge less than a month 
before the Asian Cup. The Spaniard did not 
say if he would stay in the job long-term, 
however.
“What will happen is I’ll go back to Al Wakrah. 
I haven’t talked about the future,” Lopez said.
“I took charge only recently but what was 
most important was that I know the players, 
they implemented my ideas very fast.
“In some matches we didn’t deliver our best, 
but in others we were better and exceeded 
expectations.”

Local Organizing Committee (LOC) CEO, Jassim Abdulaziz al-Jassim, 
yesterday addressed media at the Main Media Centre of the AFC Asian 
Cup 2023, that ended on Saturday. LOC Operations Executive Director, 
Rashid al-Khater, and LOC Marketing and Communication Executive 
Director, Hassan Rabea al-Kuwari were also present. Al-Jassim hailed the 
tournament as best edition of Asia’s premier national team tournament.
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HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad al-Thani, President of the Qatar Olympic Committee (QOC), met yesterday with Dr Kirsty Coventry, Executive Board Member of the International Olympic Committee and Minister of Youth, 
Sport, Arts and Recreation of the Republic of Zimbabwe, and Alejandro Blanco Bravo, President of the Spanish Olympic Committee, separately, on the sidelines of the World Aquatics Championships – Doha 2024, currently 
taking place in Doha. The meetings reviewed aspects of sports co-operation and ways to support them in the coming period.

QOC President meets sports officials on sidelines of World Aquatics Championships

Valentin Madoulaud won the opening round of the 2024 Qatar Off  Road Championship on Saturday. The Frenchman clocked 1 hour, 19 minutes, and 31.844 seconds to complete his 17 laps, which also clocking the fastest 
time. South Africa’s Michael Anderson finished second, which UAE’s Marwan al-Rahmani was third in the Class 1. Mansoor al-Suwaidi topped the podium in the Class 2 – Quad category, with Abdulaziz Ahli and Abdullah 
al-Falasi finishing second and third respectively. South Africa’s Jaco Anderson won the Veteran Class 1, while the Veteran Class 2 title was bagged by Mohamed al-Shamsi of the UAE.

Madoulaud wins opening round of the 2024 Qatar Off Road Championship 

Siniakova, Kostyuk 
start with wins at Qatar 
TotalEnergies Open

QNA
Doha

T
he fi rst round of the Qa-
tar TotalEnergies Open, 
which is hosted by the 
Qatar Tennis Federation 

on the courts of the Khalifa In-
ternational Tennis and Squash 
Complex, began yesterday with 
the participation of the world top 
ranked players.

Czech Katerina Siniakova (22) 
qualifi ed for the second round by 
defeating Croatian Donna Vekic 
(28th seed) 7-5, 6-1.

Ukrainian Marta Kostyuk (30) 
also advanced to the second round, 
after defeating US Caroline Dole-
hide (43) 6-3, 7-5.

Belgian Greet Minnen (54) 
achieved an easy victory over the 
German Maria Tatjana (49) 6-1, 
6-1, and Russia’s Ekaterina Alex-
androva (19) defeated Bulgaria’s 
Victoriya Tomova (64) 7-6, 6-3.

Ukrainian Lesia Tsurenko (37) 
qualifi ed for the second round af-
ter a hard-fought win over Turkish 
Zeynep Sonmez (184) 7-5, 6-3.

Rybakina cruises past Kasatkina 
to claim Abu Dhabi title

Top seed Elena Rybakina powered 
to a 6-1 6-4 win over Russian Dar-
ia Kasatkina in the fi nal of the Abu 
Dhabi Open yesterday to lift her 
second trophy of the season and 
seventh overall.

The 2022 Wimbledon cham-
pion began the contest on Stadium 
Court in typically dominant fash-

ion to grab an early break, but sev-
enth seed Kasatkina struck back 
with one of her own only to fall be-
hind again in blustery conditions.

Rybakina regained composure to 
go 5-1 up on the back of big serving 
as Kasatkina struggled for consist-
ency and the 24-year-old Brisbane 
champion wrapped up the opening 
set in 25 minutes when her oppo-
nent sent a forehand wide.

The pair had come into the con-
test having split their four meet-
ings – all on hardcourts – and 
Adelaide runner-up Kasatkina 
showed plenty of fi ght to pull two 
breaks back in the next set with re-
lentless baseline hitting and stun-
ning winners.

Level at 4-4, Rybakina turned 
the heat up to break the 26-year-
old Kasatkina with a crosscourt 
scorcher and the Moscow-born 
Kazakh returned after a brief rain 
delay to secure the victory on 
serve.

Both players will now head to 
Doha for the Qatar TotalEnergies 
Open, with Kasatkina set to face 
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova in her 
opener today while Rybakina has a 
bye into the second round.

“A tough week, especially the 
last matches, and tomorrow is al-
ready a match in Doha (for Kasat-
kina),” Rybakina said. “Hopefully 
we both recover and do well there 
and maybe play fi nal there. “I want 
to thank all the fans who came to 
support us. It’s been an amazing 
atmosphere and especially to see 
the fl ags from Kazakhstan it really 
means a lot.”  Reuters

TENNIS

Young Pan sets 
100m freestyle 
world record
Agencies
Doha

C
hinese teenager Pan 
Zhanle broke the men’s 
100m freestyle world 
record with a time of 

46.80sec at the world champion-
ships in Doha yesterday.

Pan achieved the new mark 
leading off  his team during the 
4x100m freestyle relay to set up 
teammates Ji Xinjie, Zhang Zhan-
shuo and Wang Haoyu to seal gold 
for China in 3minutes 11:08sec-
onds.

The 19-year-old shaved 
0.06sec off  the previous record 
of 46.86 achieved by Romanian 
David Popovici at the European 
championships in Rome in Au-
gust 2022.

“Yeah, it was an incredible 
time. I trusted my friends and we 
did our best,” Pan said.

“I said to myself ‘swim hard’. I 
was shocked when I saw the time, 
I didn’t expect to break the world 
record now, I wanted to keep it for 
the Paris Olympics.”

Italy took silver in 3:12.08 
and the United States bronze in 
3:12.29. Before these worlds Pan 
had only one world medal, silver 
in the 4x100m freestyle relay last 
year in Fukuoka, Japan.

He also has three Asian Games 
titles, including the 100m. His 
previous personal best was 46.97, 
which made him the fi fth fastest 
man in the world before arriving 
in Qatar.

Earlier South Korea’s Kim 
Woo-min won gold in the men’s 
400m freestyle on the fi rst day of 
the swimming competition.

Kim clocked 3 minutes 42.71 
seconds to edge out Australia’s 
Elijah Winnington, the 2022 
world champion. Germany’s Lu-
kas Martens took third place.

The 22-year-old Kim was 

on course to break Paul Bied-
ermann’s world record going 
into the fi nal 100m but couldn’t 
maintain the pace and fi nished 
over two seconds off  the Ger-
man’s mark, set in 2009.

Olympic champion Ahmed 
Hafnaoui of Tunisia was a sur-
prise casualty in the heats, com-
ing a lowly 17th overall and miss-
ing out on a place in the fi nal.

New Zealand’s Erika Fair-
weather cruised to victory in the 
women’s 400m freestyle, touch-
ing the wall over two seconds 
clear of China’s Li Bingjie. Isabel 
Gose of Germany claimed the 
bronze.

Beijing to host 2029 world 
swimming championships

Beijing will host the 2029 World 
Aquatics Championships, be-
coming the second Chinese city 
to do so after Shanghai in 2011, 

World Aquatics announced yes-
terday.

An aquatics hotspot, Bei-
jing has hosted 15 editions of the 
World Aquatics Swimming World 
Cup, along with multiple World 
Cup events in swimming, diving, 
artistic swimming and water polo. 
China also hosted both the World 
Aquatics Swimming Champion-
ships (25m) in Hangzhou in 2018 
and the World Aquatics Champi-
onships in Shanghai in 2011.

Yesterday’s announcement 
comes in the middle of the 
present world championships in 
Doha where China dominated the 
fi rst week taking 16 golds out of 
29 events to top the medal table.

“World Aquatics today con-
fi rmed that the Chinese capi-
tal will host the World Aquatics 
Championships – Beijing 2029,” 
read a statement by World Aquat-
ics. “The fl agship World Aquat-

ics event will welcome more than 
2,500 world-class athletes from 
over 200 countries and regions to 
compete in the six aquatic sports 
of swimming, diving, water polo, 
artistic swimming, open water 
swimming and high diving.”

China Swimming Association 
President Zhou Jihong said the 
awarding of the hosting rights 
fi tted in with the Chinese love of 
aquatic sports.

“We have a very proud history 
of welcoming the best aquatics 
athletes to our country,” she said 
yesterday.

“We are therefore very hon-
oured with Beijing being award-
ed the opportunity to host the 
world’s largest aquatics event, 
the World Aquatics Champion-
ships, in 2029.”

Singapore and Budapest will 
host the 2025 and 2027 editions 
respectively.

The teen clocked 46.80secs, eclipsing previous mark of 46.86secs

WORLD AQUATICS CHAMPIONSHIPS - DOHA

Czech Republic’s Katerina Siniakova celebrates after winning her 
first-round round match against Croatia’s Donna Vekic during day one of 
the Qatar TotalEnergies Open at Khalifa International Tennis and Squash 
Complex in Doha yesterday. (Reuters)

Chinese swimmer Pan Zhanle, aged 19, in action during the men’s 4x100m freestyle relay during the World 
Aquatics Championships at Aspire Dome in Doha yesterday. (Reuters)
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Hoshino holds his nerve to 
claim maiden title in Qatar
Reuters
Doha

J
apan’s Rikuya Hoshino sunk 
two birdies on his fi nal three 
holes to win the Qatar Mas-
ters and claim his fi rst DP 

World Tour title by a single stroke 
ahead of France’s Ugo Coussaud at 
Doha Golf Club yesterday.

Hoshino, who was in a three-
way tie for the lead going into the 
fi nal day, carded a four-under-par 
68 to fi nish on 14-under overall, a 
shot ahead of Coussaud and two 
ahead of Scotland’s Scott Jamie-
son in third place.

The 27-year-old made a nervy 
start, mixing two bogeys with 
three birdies on the front nine 
but rediscovered his touch after 
the turn, with a birdie on the 10th 
and consecutive birdies on the 
16th and 17th holes to claim the 
$425,000 top prize.

“I’m honoured to win at this 
wonderful tournament,” Hoshino 
said. “Of course I was nervous but 
I just tried to keep enjoying it.”

Hoshino, who becomes the 
fourth Japanese to win a DP  World 
Tour title after Isao Aoki, Hideki 
Matsuyama and Ryo Hisatsune, 
was tied with Denmark’s Rasmus 
Hojgaard and Coussaud on 10-un-
der heading into the fi nal round.

Hojgaard dropped off  the pace 
early, with bogeys on the fi rst and 
fourth and another after the turn 
seeing him sign for a one-over-par 
73 in his closing round and end in a 
three-way tie for sixth place.

Jamieson was the day’s big 
mover, charging up 15 places in the 
standings with six birdies and an 
eagle, off set by a single bogey to 
sign for a seven-under par 65 and 
12-under overall.

Northern Ireland’s Tom McK-
ibbin also secured his fi rst top-10 
fi nish of the season. McKibbin 
started the fi nal round just one 
shot off  the lead but could only 
manage a closing two-under 70, 
making birdie  on the two par-
fi ves on the back nine. 

The 21-year-old Holywood Golf 
Club member takes home a cheque 
for €116,000, taking his earnings 
this season on the DP World Tour 
over €300,000.

COMMERCIAL BANK QATAR MASTERS

‘I’m honoured to win at this wonderful tournament. Of course I was nervous but I just tried to keep enjoying it’

Commercial Bank, DGC wrap up another stellar tournament
DOHA: Commercial Bank, the Title Sponsor of the 
Commercial Bank Qatar Masters tournament, has 
closed yet another successful year marking the 27th 
edition of the tournament with Doha Golf Club. The 
Commercial Bank Qatar Masters is a yearly tournament 
on the DP World Tour Calendar that gathers a lineup of 
top golfers from around the world to compete.
Following a remarkable tournament, Commercial 
Bank’s Board Member, HE Abdul Rahman bin Hamad 
al-Attiyah, and Commercial Bank’s Group CEO, Joseph 
Abraham, have presented the Mother of Pearl trophy 
to the winner of this year’s tournament, Rikuya 
Hoshino. He was also awarded with a financial award 
of $425,000.
For the past 19 years, Commercial Bank has aimed 
to set the stage for what is known to be an annual 
groundbreaking event. And to make it even more 
impactful this year, it chose a theme close to heart, 
Artificial Intelligence. 
This concept is no stranger to the Bank as it has intro-
duced a myriad of financial solutions that changed 
the course of the banking industry in Qatar. Play-
ers and attendees got to experience firsthand how 
Commercial Bank has been harnessing the power 
of technology and the key role it has been playing 
in keeping the nation’s financial landscape one step 
ahead on a global scale.
Joseph Abraham, Group Chief Executive Off icer of 
Commercial Bank, stated: “As we continue our spon-

sorship of the premier European tour golf event, the 
Commercial Bank Qatar Masters, spanning over the 
past 19 years, we strategically align with Qatar Nation-
al Vision 2030 to be a global sports hub and host for 
significant international sporting events. As players 
and participants gathered from around the world, I 
extend my congratulations to the winners and thanks 
for all the players, off icials and fans for their participa-
tion. We are delighted to have concluded yet another 
successful and remarkable tournament.”
Hussein al-Abdullah, EGM, Marketing and Alterna-
tive Assets at Commercial Bank said: “Commercial 
Bank Qatar Masters stands as one of Qatar’s most 
beloved annual sporting events, catering to players, 
golf enthusiasts, and families. Beyond its sporting 
allure, the event aligns seamlessly with our strategic 
vision, showcasing Qatar as a pivotal player in the 
sports industry. Moreover, it serves as a significant 
avenue for us to emphasize our commitment to 
digital transformation for a cashless society, driven 
by substantial investments in artificial intelligence, 
contributing to the realization of Qatar Vision 2030. 
As we collaborate once again with the QGA, QOC, 
and Doha Golf Club to organize this premier golfing 
event, we recognise it as an excellent opportunity 
for individuals to experience not only the excitement 
of the tournament but also the chance to explore 
Commercial Bank’s digital off erings in a networking 
environment during the event.”

QNB to sponsor Golden Sword 
race at Amir Sword Festival
By Sports Reporter
Doha

F
or the fi fth running year, 
QNB Group, the largest 
fi nancial institution in the 
Middle East and Africa, is 

participating in sponsoring HH 
The Amir Sword Festival, which 
will be held at the Qatar Racing 
and Equestrian Club (QREC) from 
February 15-17.

This year, QNB is sponsoring 
the feature race and fi nale of the 
festival, HH The Amir Sword race, 
a Gr1 for Purebred Arabians run 
over 2,400m. Some of the world’s 
best Arabians will battle for the 
coveted sword in the lucrative 
race, which boasts a purse of US 
$2.5mn, making it the most valu-
able race for Purebred Arabians in 
the world.

This sponsorship coincides 
with the strategic and permanent 
partnership between QREC and 
QNB, which aims to contribute 
to the success of the prestigious 
Festival as the most important and 
prestigious horse racing event in 
Qatar and the region in general.

The continuation of the part-
nership between the QREC and 
QNB Group serves to achieve the 
common goal of the sponsorship 
agreement and contributes to the 
success of the mega festival in 
terms of both the organisational 
and the sports aspects. 

This partnership between 
QREC and QNB Group is a true 
embodiment of the form of part-
nership, which adds to the success 
of major events of this calibre in 
Qatar, especially as cooperation 
has always been there between the 
two parties for several years. 

Each time the benefi ts are 
greater and the potential to exploit 
this cooperation gets stronger. 

This agreement between QREC 
and QNB was announced in pres-

ence of Issa bin Mohamed al-
Mohannadi, QREC Chairman, 
and Abdullah Mubarak al-Khalifa, 
CEO of QNB Group, along with 
representatives of both sides and 
the media.

AL-MOHANNADI: FIRM 
RELATIONSHIP WITH QNB

Commenting on this productive 
partnership, Issa bin Mohamed 
al-Mohannadi, QREC Chairman, 
said: “We have a strong and estab-
lished relationship with QNB. This 
relationship is much more than 
just a partnership to contribute 
to sponsoring the Festival. We are 
pleased to continue this coopera-
tion and benefi ting from the com-
mon desire of the two parties to 
continue to our eff orts to further 
enhance the remarkable standing 
of the HH The Amir Sword Festival 
on the world’s horse racing scene, 
especially with international 
horses running in several races of 
the Festival. I’d like to thank QNB 
Group management for their con-
tinued support for QREC and the 
Festival, and for their keenness to 
sponsor the HH The Amir Sword 
Race. 

“It is a demonstration of the 

leading role of QNB in supporting 
this sport, which is deeply rooted 
in our heritage and their constant 
dedicated eff orts to be part of the 
biggest successes achieved every 
year in the Festival, which has be-
come a unique event in the eques-
trian sport in general and horse 
racing in particular. Al Rayyan 
Racecourse will be home for the 
enthralling challenge among in-
ternational and Qatar-based horse 
owners, trainers and jockeys.”

AL-KHALIFA: CELEBRATING 
HORSES

Abdullah Mubarak al-Khalifa, CEO 
of QNB Group, hailed the long-
term partnership with QREC. “We 
are pleased to continue coopera-
tion and enhance our long-stand-
ing relation with the Qatar Rac-
ing and Equestrian Club”, he said, 
“This relation, in turn, fosters our 
commitment to sponsoring im-
portant events in the fi eld of tradi-
tional sports in our Qatari society 
and the HH The Amir Sword Fes-
tival is the most important event 
on the agenda of local events of a 
global nature, which contribute to 
celebrating the standing of horses 
in our Arab culture and identity.”

HORSE RACING

Japan’s Rikuya Hoshino poses with the Commercial Bank Qatar Masters 
trophy at Doha Golf Club yesterday.

Qatar Motorsports Academy’s 
drivers excelled in the sixth 
round of the Rotax Challenge 
held in Bahrain, with Saif al-
Obaidli emerging champion 
in the Micro category. In the 
Junior category, Tamim Hassiba 
secured the third position, while 
Khaled al-Muftah finished fifth, 
Taha Hassiba took ninth spot in 
the Senior category. The Qatari 
team will next participate in 
the upcoming Rotax Challenge 
events at Yas Marina Circuit in 
the UAE.

Qatar Motorsports Academy 
drivers shine in Rotax Challenge

Commercial Bank’s Board Member HE Abdul Rahman bin Hamad al-Attiyah and Commercial Bank’s Group CEO 
Joseph Abraham, along with Qatar Golf Association President Hassan al-Naimi present the winner’s cheque to 
Rikuya Hoshino at the Doha Golf Club yesterday.

Arsenal smash six past West Ham
Reuters
London

A
rsenal exacted sweet 
revenge on West Ham 
United with a 6-0 away 
thrashing to stay right 

in the thick of the English Pre-
mier League title race yesterday, 
obliterating their hosts before 
halftime.

Mikel Arteta’s side had lost 
twice against their London rivals 
this season but were 4-0 ahead 
by halftime with goals by William 
Saliba, Bukayo Saka, Gabriel and 
Leandro Trossard. 

The punishment continued in 
the second half with Saka making 
it 5-0 before former West Ham 
midfi elder Declan Rice, who as-
sisted two goals in the opening 
period, thumped his team’s sixth 
on a day of abject humiliation for 
the hosts.

It was a sublime display by Ar-
senal who wiped off  a goal diff er-
ence defi cit to champions Man-
chester City who they joined on 
52 points, although they stay in 
third place courtesy of scoring 
fewer goals. Leaders Liverpool 
have 54 points.

Arsenal were defeated by West 
Ham in the League Cup although 

the bigger blow was a 2-0 home 
defeat in December when they 
were guilty of squandering a host 
of chances.

This time they were lethal as 
they tore eighth placed West Ham 
to shreds at the London Stadium. 
Thousands of home fans who 
streamed out of the exits before 
halftime were spared the rest of 
West Ham’s worst home league 
defeat since an 8-2 loss by Black-
burn Rovers in 1963.

It was even more impressive 
seeing that wins for Liverpool 
and Manchester City on Saturday 
had cranked up the pressure on 
Arsenal to respond.

FOOTBALL
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